
Ohio State Starts 2021 Recruiting Class On
Super Bowl Sunday As DE Jack Sawyer
Announces Buckeyes Commitment

Super Bowl Sunday started with an Ohio State commitment in the afternoon when the Buckeyes added
Jack Sawyer to the 2021 recruiting class.

The 6-5, 219-pound defensive end from Pickerington (Ohio) North took to Twitter when he announced
his decision to stay home at OSU.

“First, I want to thank all of my family and friends who have pushed me my whole life and made me the
person I am today,” a note posted to Sawyer’s tweet read. “Second, I want to thank every single coach
and university that has taken their time to recruit me, I appreciate everything you guys have done. I
also want to give a big thanks to every coach I have had along the way that has helped me get to this
point in my career. This whole recruiting process has been a great experience and I’ve met some
amazing people along the way. With that being said, I’ve talked with my family and decided I have to do
what’s best for me and my future. That’s why I’ll be committing to THE Ohio State University!! Big
thank you to Coach Day and Coach Johnson for giving my this opportunity, I’m ready to be a Buckeye!!”

COMMITTED! So excited to be a Buckeye! #GoBucks #BuckeyeNation
pic.twitter.com/s48Y0zSrVj

— Jack Sawyer (@jacksawyer40) February 3, 2019

Ohio State started its recruitment of Sawyer with an early offer April 6, initially building bonds with the
local prospect via former head coach Urban Meyer and defensive line coach Larry Johnson, and all the
way through offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach Ryan Day‘s rise to head coach Jan. 2.

“Coach Johnson, me and him really get along well,” Sawyer told BSB in September. “I like his
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techniques. I like his coaching styles. He’s obviously one of the best in the country at what he does, too,
so me and him have a good connection.”

Sawyer starts the Buckeyes’ 2021 group with a bang as he wraps up his recruitment almost two years
before the early signing period arrives in December 2020. The four-star Sawyer is 247Sports’ No. 3
overall prospect, No. 1 strong side defensive end and No. 1 player in Ohio for 2021.

As a sophomore, Sawyer led Pickerington North to a 6-4 overall record in 2018. Across 10 games, his
six sacks paced the Panthers, and he added 62 tackles with 15 for losses.

“Here, we’ve obviously had some really special kids,” Pickerington North head coach Nate Hillerich told
BSB in September. “But what’s a little different about (Sawyer) is his toughness, his work ethic and
attitude. You find so many times that kids — the four-star, the five-star kids — they don’t work as hard
in the offseason. They don’t play every play hard. They take plays off. He’s one of them kids that he
doesn’t do that. He’s just a special player. He’s a motor. He has all of those things that are going to
make him special at the next level.”

2021 defensive end Jack Sawyer did his best impression of Ohio State junior defensive end
Nick Bosa when he blew by Westerville Central’s left tackle for a strip-sack touchdown, piling
on more points for Pickerington North in the second quarter. Halftime: Panthers 38,
Warhawks 0. pic.twitter.com/6mzIovBEZr

— Garrett Stepien (@GarrettStepien) September 15, 2018

A two-sport star, Sawyer’s athleticism and size led to Division I looks in football and basketball.
Cincinnati (Oct. 25, 2017), Michigan (Jan. 29, 2018), Kentucky (Feb. 8), Michigan State (Feb. 10), Penn
State (March 26), Maryland (March 27), Pittsburgh (March 27), OSU, Indiana (April 19), Georgia Tech
(March 2), Rutgers (June 9), Notre Dame (Sept. 2), Purdue (Nov. 28), Oklahoma (Jan. 14) and Virginia
(Jan. 22) offered him in football over the past year and a half. Stony Brook became his first basketball
offer July 20.

Sawyer took multiple trips to campus throughout Ohio State’s 2018 season. He came to Columbus for
the Buckeyes’ games against Tulane (Sept. 22), Minnesota (Oct. 13) and Michigan (Nov. 24).

Pickerington (Ohio) North 2021 defensive end Jack Sawyer is back at Ohio Stadium for the
second time since Sept. 22 vs. Tulane, on hand once again for the Ohio State-Minnesota
game. pic.twitter.com/WuXt1QGShS

— Garrett Stepien (@GarrettStepien) October 13, 2018

Elsewhere in recruiting, Ohio State finishes its 2019 class Wednesday on National Signing Day with
several spots left to fill after the Buckeyes inked 15 signees during the early signing period Dec. 19.
OSU’s 2020 group has seven commitments — Cincinnati St. Xavier five-star offensive tackle Paris
Johnson, Montvale (N.J.) St. Joseph Regional four-star center Luke Wypler, Scottsdale (Ariz.)
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Chaparral’s four-star duo of quarterback Jack Miller and running back Darvon Hubbard, Rockwall,
Texas, four-star wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba and Sammamish (Wash.) Eastside Catholic four-star
wide receiver Gee Scott — while Sawyer marks 2021’s first.
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