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Buckeyes Run
For 222 Yards
In 48-10 Win
Over UCLA

By GREG WILSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

The Ohio State football team’s win over
Purdue offered glimpses of a run game that
might have been starting to find its stride.
Then, against UCLA, it showed up in full
force.

Against the Boilermakers on Nov. 8§,
there was a lot of promise shown by fresh-
man running backs Bo Jackson and Isaiah
West, who ran for a combined 5.9 yards per
carry (135 yards on 23 totes), while power
back CJ Donaldson Jr. tumbled into the end
zone for short scores twice.

Even when the run blocking from the
offensive line might not have been at its
best, there were multiple occasions when
Jackson or West was breaking tackles and
pushing forward for an extra yard or more.

But the steps that were taken in that
game were surpassed quickly when the
Bruins came into Columbus to lose to the
Buckeyes 48-10 on Now. 15.

“The running backs ran hard,” head
coach Ryan Day noted after the game. “Thir-
ty-three carries for 222 yards. Just about all
of those guys averaged over 7 yards per car-
ry. There were a lot of runs in there where
we were making guys miss on the first level
and the second level, in particular James
(Peoples). But it starts with the offensive
line.”

In the first half alone, Jackson rushed for
75 yards, equaling the total he had in the full
game against Purdue, with help from a 32-
yard scamper that wasn't called back for a
block-in-the-back penalty like his phantom
70-yard touchdown from the week before
was.

Then West got involved in the action,
with a 38-yard carry of his own when he
went up the middle in the second quarter.

And possibly the most impressive play of
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ward the middle. Then, after bouncing back
out to the outside, he leaped over Bruin de-
fensive back Cole Martin and ran untouched
for a 19-yard score.

“] have to be honest, what was going
through my head was just reading the
blocks and the guys opened it up for me,”
Peoples said of his run. “From that mo-
ment on, it was kind of just instinct. After
I did it, it was kind of like a movie. I was
like, ‘Oh my gosh, what did I do?’ and all my
teammates came and congratulated me.”

Peoples’ thought process was simple
when he made the decision to hurdle over
the defender.

“When I saw him go low, I went high

and I just cleared him,” Peoples said.

In the first half alone, Jackson averaged
9.4 yards per carry, West averaged 14.3,
and Peoples had 10.5, with both Jackson
and Peoples converting on touchdown runs.
Not surprisingly, those averages went down
— Jackson finishing at 7.5 yards per carry,
West with 7.6 and Peoples with 7.0 — but
the 6.7 yards per carry team average was
the best number the Buckeye run game put
up this season since the Sept. 13 win over
Ohio (7.2).

It was the highest average they had in a
Power Four contest by 1.6 yards, besting
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Buckeye Leaves

Ohio State was shorthanded in the
48-10 win over UCLA on Nov. 15 but
still had many different players stand
out in the big win, improving to 10-0
and 7-0 in the Big Ten. Here are some
choices from the Buckeye Sports
Bulletin staff members and readers
from the BuckeyeSports.com Fan
Forum for players who were worthy of
receiving Buckeye Leaves.

Sam Cipriani, BSB: For his team-
leading seven-tackle performance
in No. 1 Ohio State's victory over
UCLA, I'm giving my Buckeye Leaf to
senior linebacker Sonny Styles. The
Pickerington, Ohio, native anchored
the Buckeye defense throughout the
night, serving a vital role manning the
middle of the field for Ohio State.

Styles’ most impactful moment of
the night came on UCLA's final drive
of the first half. On second-and-15
with just over a minute to play in the
half, the Buckeye captain took down
Bruins running back Anthony Woods
for a 1-yard loss to force a third-
and-16.

Bobby Gorbett, BSB: My Buckeye
Leaf is going to Lorenzo Styles Jr, the
man who had Ohio State’s first kickoff
return touchdown in 15 years.

Styles, Ohio State's starting nickel
cornerback, made the explosive
special teams play in the third quarter
when the Buckeyes were leading 34-7.
Styles started his return a few yards
into the end zone and cut across the
field to find a wide-open hole in the
Bruins' kick coverage.

UCLA kicker Mateen Bhaghani
was no match for Styles' speed, and
he was able to cruise into the end
zone for Ohio State's first kick-return
touchdown since former Ohio State
running back Jordan Hall had an
85-yard return score during Ohio
State’s 37-7 win over Michigan in
2010.

Styles also had a solid performance
defensively. The 6-1 cornerback had
five total tackles, which was tied for
the second most on the team.

Greg Wilson, BSB: I'm giving my
Buckeye Leaf to freshman running
back Bo Jackson, who has been a
major part of getting Ohio State's run

game going in the past few games.
He shouldered the load for Ohio
State’s ground game against UCLA,
getting 15 carries in the game.

He also took the role of the injured
CJ Donaldson Jr. when the Buckeyes
made it to the goal line in the first
quarter, and it took just one handoff
for Jackson to walk into the end zone
for his third touchdown of the season.

He finished the game with 112
yards on the 15 carries (7.5 yards per
carry) and the score.

BSB Subscribers

Bob Cody: Buckeye Leaves on
offense go to Julian Sayin, Bo Jackson,
Isaiah West, James “Leaping” Peoples,
Brandon Inniss, Bryson Rodgers and
Mylan Graham.

Special teams Buckeye Leaves
go to Lorenzo "Teddy Ginn" Styles
Jr, Caden "blocked punt” Curry, and
Jayden Fielding.

Defensive Buckeye Leaves earned
by Kenyatta Jackson Jr, Sonny Styles
and Lorenzo Syles Jr.

Terrier Buck: | don't usually
do Buckeye Leaves, but one play
| enjoyed immensely was when
Lincoln Kienholz lowered his head
and bowled over the defender at the
sideline.

BuckeyeScott: Give a Buckeye
Leaf to each of the Styles brothers.
Sonny for leading the team in tackles
and Lorenzo for doing something a
Buckeye has not done in 15 years,
taking a kickoff to the house!

Tiffin Buckeye: Bo Jackson and
Isaiah West.

PeyoteBuck: How about Rodgers
for his first TD? West was amazing,
and Bo did the grunt work. Styles
for his amazing return. Great
performances all.

Luckeeman: Brandon Inniss -
six catches, two of which were first
downs on a third-down play, and one
was a fourth-down catch for a first
down!
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From The Message Board

Ohio State seemed to have the 48-10
win over UCLA in hand early, and head
coach Ryan Day still left starters in
well into the second half. We asked
subscribers on the BuckeyeSports.
com Fan Forum what they think of
how long Day leaves starters in during
blowout games and if they would do
anything differently.

“Technically, Julian Sayin
was pulled before (the fourth
quarter), we just had the
kickoff-return touchdown. Sayin
is in the midst of a Heisman
push. Why would you want to
take him out super early?”

— Tiffin Buckeye

“This has been a perennial
complaint for me; that Day
leaves starters and especially
QBs in too long. But this year,
he seems to rotate other players
in sooner than in previous
seasons. This is part of the plan,
expecting a long season. In
the UCLA game, | don't think
he replaced Sayin with Lincoln
Kienholz any too early. Kienholz
might have to start a playoff
game and needs in-game reps.”

— Terrier Buck

“Screw the Heisman. Worry
about winning games. Sayin
was kept in too long. A torn
ACL will upend your trophy
chances if you're not careful. Let
Kienholz play.”

— PeyoteBuck

“| think Day would have
pulled Julian sooner, but with
Jeremiah Smith and Carnell Tate
out, the offense was sputtering.
He was trying to correct that
first.”

— R1TBDBITL

“]'am sure Ryan Day has
given this issue a lot of thought.
It appears that many of the
second- and third-teamers on
both offense and defense get
playing time in a lot of these
blowouts. Sayin does not run
much at all. The Buckeyes have
only given up six sacks all year.
There are only five teams in the
country that have given up six
or fewer sacks. So from a risk
versus reward standpoint, the
risk to this Ohio State freshman
QB is low relative to giving him
as much game-time experience
with those new receivers he will
be throwing to next year.”

— BuckeyeScott
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OSU Run Game Returns At Right Time

On an evening when we found out Julian
Sayin is a still redshirt freshman and not the
reincarnation of Bart Starr, Johnny Unitas, Joe
Montana, Tom Brady and Clark Kent, we also
discovered that maybe the Ohio State football
team can survive — at least for one game — with-
out the services of Jeremiah Smith and Carnell
Tate.

Those who have been clamoring all year for
the running game to shift out of first gear finally
got their wish when the Buckeyes made confet-
ti out of the UCLA defense, piling up 222 yards
on the ground during a 48-10 blowout Nov. 15
on an Indian summer night in front of 104,168
fans at Ohio Stadium.

It remains my belief that Ohio State can
raise another national championship trophy
with a running attack that simply complements
its potent passing game. But I'll also admit it
was nice to watch the offensive line poke holes
in a defense — albeit one that entered the game
ranked a lowly 121st nationally against the run
— while Sayin was having what for him was an
off night.

Since bottoming out in mid-October with
just 98 yards at Wisconsin, the Buckeyes have
rushed for 164 vs. Penn State, 170 at Purdue
and 222 against UCLA, the most against a Big
Ten opponent this season and the most vs.
any conference opponent since piling up 340
during a 56-14 blowout of Indiana on Nov. 12,
2022.

One of the remarkable aspects of achieving
all of those yards was the fact that short-yard-
age specialist C] Donaldson Jr. was unavailable
after being listed as questionable on the team’s
availability report. That just afforded more car-
ries for backups Isaiah West and James Peo-
ples while freshman Bo Jackson led the ground
attack with 112 yards and a touchdown on 15
carries.

Jackson celebrated his fourth 100-yard
effort of the season, the most by an OSU run-
ning back since TreVeyon Henderson had
four during the 2023 season. No Buckeye has
cracked the century mark more than four times
in a season since J.K. Dobbins had 10 during
the 2019 campaign, the same year he set the
program record with 2,003 yards.

No one expects Jackson to approach Dob-
bins’ single-season record, but with 725 yards
and perhaps as many as six games remaining
in the season, Jackson could conceivably chal-
lenge the OSU freshman record set by Dobbins
with 1,403 in 2017.

With Jackson settling into the starting spot
at running back and Donaldson locked in as
the short-yardage back, perhaps the toughest
job for Ryan Day and running backs coach
Carlos Locklyn is to find ways to keep West
and Peoples engaged enough to prevent any
transfer portal ideas from entering their heads.
After all, while Jackson was the nation’s No.
5-ranked prep running back last year, Peoples
was ranked No. 4 in the 2024 recruiting class
in high school and West was ranked No. 19 last
year even though a knee injury wiped out most
of his senior season.

West’s injury lingered into the beginning of
his OSU career. He joined the Buckeyes in the
spring but wasn't fully cleared to practice until
well into fall camp. Since then, he has doggedly
worked his way into the running back rotation,
and his 61 yards against the Bruins represent-
ed a career-high performance, besting the 60
yards he accumulated just one week before
against Purdue.

I have also noticed that Jackson and West
are improving in another area — blitz recogni-
tion and pass protection. Like most freshmen,
they entered the college game having earned
their reputations for what they could do carry-
ing the football. As a result, most youngsters

find themselves on the sideline during obvious
passing downs or when opposing teams dial up
quarterback pressure.

EDITOR’'S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

After executing several key blitz pickups
against UCLA — not all, but most — Day and
Locklyn should feel more comfortable leaving
their talented freshmen in the game in passing
situations.

As for Peoples, he deserves credit for his pa-
tience for waiting behind Henderson and Quin-
shon Judkins last year and having to share his
carries this season with Jackson and West. But
his perseverance is something that endears the
5-10, 206-pound sophomore from San Antonio
to Buckeye Nation, and he proved that when he
gets a chance, he can be every bit as electrifying
as any other player on the team.

I'm referring, of course, to the 19-yard
touchdown run late in the second quarter, a
play during which Peoples dazzled the Horse-
shoe crowd as well as a national television au-
dience by hurdling UCLA safety Cole Martin
on his way to the end zone. While Martin went
low to attack Peoples’ legs, the Ohio State run-
ning back launched himself skyward, somehow
managing to retain his balance while Martin
was left grasping at air.

Overlooked on the play, however, was how
Peoples got as far as the 10-yard line to make
Martin look so foolish. Lined up as the pistol
back to the left of Sayin, Peoples got the hand-
off about 5 yards behind the line of scrimmage
and made a beeline to his right. While freshman
receiver Quincy Porter blocked UCLA corner-
back Rodrick Pleasant into the boundary, right
tackle Phillip Daniels neutralized linebacker
JonJon Vaughns at about the 15-yard line.

After that, Peoples let his instincts take over.
He ran toward Daniels before planting his left
foot in the ground and zigzagging into the clear.
That left only Martin between Peoples and the
end zone, and that became a mismatch.

Peoples finished the game with a modest
42 yards on six carries, but he got to the end
zone for the first time in his career against
a Big Ten opponent and later tacked on an
8-yard touchdown run to give him two scores
in a game for the first time. That second score
wasn't quite as dramatic as the first, but he still
ran through two would-be tacklers on his way
to the end zone.

Run Now, Throw Later

Perhaps the potency of the running attack
against UCLA will placate the growing number
of those who have been critical of that part of
the Ohio State offense. I would expect much of
the same thing against Rutgers, a team that is
only marginally better than the Bruins against
the run.

In the last issue of BSB, publisher Frank
Moskowitz remained unconvinced that the
170-yard ground effort against Purdue was the
sign of a resurgent run game.

“I can't exactly put my finger on why [ am
still not sold, but I'm not,” Frank wrote. “Maybe
it has to do with the fact that those numbers
were put up against the No. 91 rush defense
in the country. Maybe I'm left wondering what
would happen if Day and Brian Hartline decid-
ed to double down on Chip Kelly’s strategy of
running the ball up the middle against Michi-
gan on Nov. 29. Is this rushing attack up to that

challenge?”

My hope is that Day has learned his lesson
these past four years and doesn't try another
absurd experiment in proving his team’s tough-
ness.

I couldn’t care less if Michigan holds Ohio
State to fewer than 50 yards rushing. The past
few weeks notwithstanding, the Buckeyes are
a passing team, and whatever success they
achieve from now until whenever their season
ends will be predicated on how well the offen-
sive line protects Sayin, how well the redshirt
freshman performs in the white-hot, end-of-
the-season spotlight, and the health of his star
receivers.

The production of the running game against
UCLA papered over an uncharacteristic poor
performance by Sayin, although labeling it as
poor only underlines how off-the-charts good
the QB has been most of the season. Despite
the absence of Tate for a second straight game
and an obviously hobbled Smith, Sayin still
managed to complete 23 of 31 attempts for
184 yards and a touchdown.

For the first time since the early part of
the season, however, Sayin didn't appear to
be comfortable in the pocket. Whether it was
the inexperience of some of his receivers or a
protection breakdown here and there, Sayin’s
normal pinpoint accuracy just wasn't there on
several occasions. Even Day noticed his QB
wasn't his usual self, giving him the side-eye
after a couple of errant throws.

Playing With Numbers

If you had Lorenzo Styles Jr. returning a
kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown on your
Buckeye Bingo Card, congratulations. Com-
ing into the game, the Buckeyes had returned
only three kickoffs all season — each of them by
Brandon Inniss — for an average of 19.0 yards
per return. Styles, who returned three kickoffs
for an average of 26.0 yards per attempt during
his two seasons at Notre Dame, last returned a
kickoff for a touchdown in 2020 when he was
playing high school ball at Pickerington (Ohio)
Central.

I'm sure you'll read elsewhere in this issue
of BSB that Styles became the first OSU player
to return a kickoff for a touchdown since Jordan
Hall ran one back 85 yards during a 37-7 win
against Michigan in 2010. But Styles also be-
came the first Buckeye with a 100-yard kickoff
return since Ted Ginn Jr. did it in 2005 during a
45-31 win against Minnesota.

Bryson Rodgers’ 11-yard touchdown re-
ception in the second quarter was not only the
first of his career, but Rodgers also became the
first OSU player wearing jersey No. 13 to cross
the goal line since Rashod Berry gathered in a
l-yard TD pass from Dwayne Haskins during
a 28-23 win against Washington in the 2019
Rose Bowl. That was the 50th and final touch-
down pass for Haskins during the 2018 sea-
son, a total that still represents program and
conference single-season records.

As unbelievable as it sounds, Ohio State
had never before in its history beaten a team by
a 48-10 final score. The Buckeyes hadn't hit the
48-point mark since the wild 48-45 win against
Utah in the 2021 Rose Bowl.

Want to hear something even more unbe-
lievable? Big Ten officials have not called offen-
sive holding against an Ohio State opponent
in 19 consecutive conference games. The last
time a Big Ten opponent was flagged for hold-
ing during a conference game came during a
35-16 win against Rutgers on Nov. 4, 2023,
when Scarlet Knights offensive lineman Curtis
Dunlap Jr. grabbed Ohio State defensive end
Tyleik Williams. That is a span of 1,091 snaps
... and counting.
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Four Contributors
Dealing With Injuries

For the second straight week, Ohio
State was without both star wideout Car-
nell Tate and offensive lineman Josh Padil-
la.

The Buckeyes were also without sopho-
more wide receiver Jeremiah Smith for the
second half of the 48-10 win over UCLA on
Nov. 15 after he was listed as questionable
pregame. He did play to begin the contest
and had four catches for 40 yards, but he
came out before halftime and didn't play
when the teams re-emerged from their
locker rooms.

Smith was seen limping into the tunnel
after the game, but head coach Ryan Day
said that he doesn’t expect either his or
Tate’s injuries to be long-term issues.

Padilla suffered an injury in the second
half against Penn State on Nov. 1 and has
not played for the last two games, while
Tate was held out of the win over Purdue
on Nov. 8, also missing two straight con-
tests now.

Running back CJ Donaldson Jr. entered
the UCLA game as questionable and ul-
timately did not see any in-game action,
with Bo Jackson, Isaiah West and James
Peoples picking up the slack in the back-
field.

OSU-Rutgers Set
For Noon Kickoff

Following Ohio State’s win over UCLA,
the Buckeyes will return to Ohio Stadium
during the day for its faceoff against Rut-
gers on Nov. 22. The kickoff time for the
clash between the Buckeyes and Scarlet
Knights is set for noon and the game will
be broadcast on FOX.

Rutgers has never beaten Ohio State,
dropping all 10 meetings in the series.
The two teams haven't faced each other
since Nov. 4, 2023, a 35-16 Buckeye win
in Piscataway, N.J., which remains the
closest game between the Buckeyes and
Scarlet Knights. That matchup is the only
time Rutgers has finished within 20 points
of Ohio State.

Ohio State has beaten Rutgers by 35-
plus points eight times, by 40 or more on
four occasions, and by more than 50 twice.

In its matchup against the Scarlet
Knights, Ohio State will go against Rut-
gers head coach Greg Schiano, who was
the Buckeyes' associate head coach and
defensive coordinator from 2016-18.

Day Gives Update
On Right Guard Battle

Following an injury-riddled week in
which several Ohio State linemen missed
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2025 Ohio State Football Schedule

Date Opponent Result/Time (ET) TV Record, Last Result
Aug. 30 TEXAS W, 14-7 FOX 7-3, 35-10 loss to Georgia
Sept. 6 GRAMBLING W, 70-0 BTN 7-4, 27-16 loss to Alcorn State
Sept. 13 OHIO W, 37-9 Peacock 6-4, 17-13 loss to Western Mich.
Sept. 27 at Washington W, 24-6 CBS 7-3, 49-13 win over Purdue
Oct. 4 MINNESOTA W, 42-3 NBC 6-4, 42-13 loss to Oregon
Oct. 11 atlllinois W 34-16 FOX 7-3, 24-6 win over Maryland
Oct. 18  at Wisconsin W, 34-0 CBS 2-7,31-7 loss to Indiana
Nov. 1 PENN STATE W, 38-14 FOX 4-6, 28-10 win over Michigan State
Nov. 8  at Purdue W, 34-10 BTN 2-9, 49-13 loss to Washington
Nov.15 UCLA W, 48-10 NBC 3-6, 48-10 loss to Ohio State
Nov. 22 RUTGERS Noon FOX 5-5, idle
Nov. 29  at Michigan Noon FOX 8-2, 24-22 win over Northwestern

the Buckeyes’ 34-10 win over Purdue, Day
clarified the team’s plan at right guard,
a spot that has been a troubling area
throughout the season.

With those inconsistencies, Day said
on Nov. 11 that Tegra Tshabola and Pa-
dilla would continue to share reps at right
guard, with split reps allowing the pair to
stay fresh. He stated that the outlook of
the position is subject to change depend-
ing on upcoming performances.

“Where we stand right now, we're going
to kind of split the duty up there (between
Tshabola and Padilla),” Day said. “But
who knows, that might change later today.
Josh has to get healthy. We'll see how even
Ethan (Onianwa) does today. But that’s
kind of where we feel like we are right
now. And we feel like splitting the reps can
help them and all those guys become more
efficient. But we're going to keep evaluat-
ing, keep pushing on it and see where we

”

go.

Tshabola has started in all 10 of Ohio
State’s contests this season and 25 total
games throughout his career as a Buck-
eye, but Padilla has slowly pushed the fel-
low junior for snaps of late, earning 19, 14
and 26 snaps against Minnesota, [llinois
and Wisconsin, respectively, before suffer-
ing an injury late against Penn State.

With Padilla sidelined for the Buck-
eyes’ win over Purdue, Tshabola played in
65 snaps, while Gabe VanSickle earned 13
snaps in rotation, primarily at right guard.

According to Pro Football Focus’ week-
ly grades, Tshabola was the Buckeyes’
lowest-graded starting offensive lineman
against Purdue with a rating of 62.1 and
a 52.3 grade in pass blocking and 62.8 in
run blocking. Since Padilla saw an uptick
in playing time against Minnesota, the Hu-
ber Heights, Ohio, native bested Tshabo-
la’s PFF grades in four straight weeks pri-
or to his injury.

Against UCLA, Padilla was ruled out
again and Tshabola got the start. However,
VanSickle earned a good amount of play-
ing time throughout the win as soon as the
second quarter.

Four Bucks Semifinalists
For National Honors

Ohio State had four of its players recog-
nized as awards lists are being narrowed
down.

Redshirt-freshman quarterback Julian
Sayin and Smith were named semifinal-
ists for the Maxwell Award, which is given
to the best player in the country in college
football each year.

The Buckeyes were also recognized
on the other side of the ball, with safety
Caleb Downs and linebacker Arvell Reese
named semifinalists for the Chuck Bed-
narik Award, given to the best defender in
college football each season.

It’'s no surprise to see Sayin or Smith
as one of 13 semifinalists for the Maxwell
Award since both are still in the conver-
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Upgrade Down To $10, Next Issue Mails Nov. 25

Forthose having problems with delivery of their Buckeye
Sports Bulletin, the cost to upgrade your subscription to
first-class mail in an envelope is now down to just $10
through the Michigan game and $20 through the playoffs
and the Recruiting Wrap-Up.

Just give us a call at (614) 486-2202 or (800) 760-2862
to order by credit card. Or you can send your check, money
order or credit card information (don't forget your three- or
four-digit security code) to P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio,
43212. Be sure to mention either the “Football Upgrade” or
the "Recruiting Upgrade.”’

The next print issue of BSB does not mail until Nov.
25. There is no reason to wait for your next Buckeye
Sports Bulletin print edition to get the latest OSU sports
news, including any recruiting activity. The BSB staff
will be reporting from every press conference or other
availability and following all of the Ohio State sports
activity. All the news is available in real time at the
electronic BuckeyeSports.com.

BuckeyeSports.com offers plenty of additional content
not found in your paper. The Buckeye Sports Bulletin
staff mans BuckeyeSports.com, reporting on the breaking
stories, plus posting additional features.

Along with daily posts, we offer reprints from the
Buckeye Sports Bulletin archives as part of our popular
Reprint Thursdays. The always entertaining Staff Predictions

appear the Friday before every game. For the UCLA game,
Sam Cipriani saw it 45-13, Bobby Gorbett 41-6, and Greg
Wilson 42-6.

Also, staff members man the Fan Forum, where the
discussion between staff and readers is always lively, and
it is more so during football season. Staff and readers also
discuss games in real time on the Official Game Thread on
the Forum.

We want to remind readers that the complete edition
of each BSB is posted at BuckeyeSports.com immediately
upon completion of the paper, making the site a must for
readers having continuing mail problems. This electronic
service, while not a substitute for your print edition, is a
stopgap as your paper winds its way - frequently slowly -
through the postal system and is also free to subscribers.

Ifyouare notalreadytaking advantage of BuckeyeSports.
com, simply email your name, address and preferred email
address to subscriptions@buckeyesports.com, and we will
send back easy instructions on how to access the site.
Don't forget, subscriptions@buckeyesports.com is our
email address, not the website. We will send you directions
on how to access the site.

If you are a current subscriber and have been unable to
access all features on the site, please give us a call at (614)
486-2202 and we will help you gain access.

sation for the Heisman Trophy. Sayin is
currently the second favorite to win the
award behind Indiana signal caller Fer-
nando Mendoza.

He has completed 226 of 282 passes
(80.1 percent) for 2,675 yards, 25 touch-
downs and just four interceptions, his first
pick against a Power Four team coming in
the win over Purdue. That game was his
sixth time this season throwing for over
300 yards and his fifth time completing
over 80 percent of his passes.

Smith may have taken a bit of a back
seat to Sayin in the Heisman conversation,
but the sophomore receiver is still putting
up big numbers. He has 69 catches for
902 yards and 10 touchdowns, already
climbing up the all-time leaderboards in
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Ohio State history in just his second sea-
son.

Reese leads the team in tackles with 58
stops, 10 for loss and 6% sacks. He has
also broken up two passes and hurried the
quarterback twice. Downs is third on the
team with 46 tackles and has four for loss,
while adding two interceptions.

Finalists for the Maxwell Award will be
revealed on Nov. 25, and the winner will
be announced on Dec. 11 at the College
Football Award Show on ESPN. Three
finalists for the Chuck Bednarik Award
will be revealed on Nov. 27, and the win-
ner will be announced the same day as the
Maxwell Award winner.

Downs, Sayin and Smith were all also
included as semifinalists for the Walter

N/

Camp Player of the Year Award on Nov. 12.
Ohio State is the only program with
three players on the list, which consists of
20 from around the country.
Sayin was also named a semifinalist
for the Davey O’'Brien Quarterback of the
Year Award.

McShay Forecasts Reese
As No. 1 Pick In Draft

As Ohio State’s regular season is start-
ing to wind down, NFL mock draft season
is only beginning. With the Buckeyes be-
ing undefeated and ranked the No. 1 team
in the country, it should come as no sur-
prise that NFL draft experts such as Todd
McShay of The Ringer are predicting sev-
eral Buckeyes will be selected in the first

round of the 2026 NFL draft.

As part of an episode of “The McShay
Show,” posted on Nov. 13, McShay had
Reese being selected by the Tennessee
Titans with the No. 1 overall pick in the
draft. McShay also compared Reese to
Green Bay Packers defensive end and
four-time Pro Bowler Micah Parsons.

“I'm getting the sense by the time
April rolls around, there could be people
throughout the NFL, and most important-
ly in that Tennessee organization, that
look at Arvell Reese as the next Micah
Parsons,” McShay said. “They’re not built
identically the same, they don’t have the
same exact background in terms of how
much (time they spent) at edge, but Micah
was an off-ball linebacker, who moved to
edge and became one of the best to do it
in a long time and remains that way with
the Green Bay Packers after being traded
from Dallas.”

Reese is only in his first year as a start-
er at Ohio State, but he could certainly
depart from the program early after this
season to head to the NFL if he continues
to excel on the field.

Orlovsky Says OSU Is
Least-Tested No. 1 Team

Although the College Football Playoff
and Associated Press have Ohio State
ranked No. 1 after its undefeated start, not
everyone has bought into the Buckeyes.
During an episode of ESPN'’s “Get Up” on
Nov. 13, ESPN analyst and former NFL
quarterback Dan Orlovsky was critical of
the Buckeyes’ schedule.

“They’re the least tested No. 1 team in
the history of college football,” Orlovsky
said. “They've played nobody. Week 1
(they played) Texas. Ever since then, they
haven't played anybody. I don’t know that
they've played a team that is ranked right
now since Texas. We have no idea how
good Ohio State is down by four in the
fourth quarter.”

According to ESPN, Ohio State’s
schedule ranked as the 42nd-hardest in
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the country through nine games. Texas
is the only team Ohio State has defeat-
ed ranked in the College Football Playoff
committee’s most recent top-25 rankings.
However, the Buckeyes have defeated ev-
ery Big Ten opponent they've faced by at
least 18 points.

Day Says Patricia
Is Defense’s Head Coach

On “The Ryan Day Show” on Nov. 13,
Day addressed the defensive shifts this

season under new coordinator Matt Patri-
cia, whose impact has helped shape the
Buckeyes into one of the nation’s top units.

When co-hosts Paul Keels and Jim
Lachey asked Day how much he’s been
involved with Ohio State’s defense, the
Buckeye head coach said he has had little
input other than touching base with Patri-
cia.

“Not much. Not much,” Day said. “Matt
Patricia and I talk here and there just phil-
osophically about what we're trying to get
done, but he’s doing a great job.”

Day continued, stating that Patricia is
like the “head coach of the defense,” and
with a strong coaching staff behind him,
he has helped drive an elite Ohio State
unit.

“He'’s really the head coach of the de-
fense, organizes it all, and he’s got a great
staff with him,” Day said. “Tim Walton,
James Laurinaitis, Larry Johnson and
Matt Guerrieri help Patricia keep the de-
fense organized.”

Patricia joined Ohio State on Feb. 20,
a month following the Buckeyes’ national
championship win under defensive coor-

dinator Jim Knowles, who departed for
Penn State just six days after claiming the
national title.

Although Knowles helped lead Ohio
State to its first national championship in
a decade last year, it wasn't always perfect
for the Silver Bullets. In a 32-31 loss to
Oregon last year, Ohio State gave up 496
yards, and that performance led Day to
spend more time with the unit than he had
previously that season.

So far this season, Day hasn’t had any
reason to give the defense any extra at-
tention. Through 10 games, the Buckeyes
were allowing just 7.5 points per game —
the best mark in the FBS by 4.1 points,
ahead of No. 2 Indiana. Ohio State’s de-
fense is also allowing 212.6 yards per
game, which also ranks first nationally.

Bucks Still No. 1
In AP, CFP Polls

Ohio State was ranked No. 1 in the Col-
lege Football Playoff committee’s second
release of its top-25 rankings three days
after defeating Purdue on Nowv. 11.

The Buckeyes, who were also ranked

No. 1 in the CFP rankings the first week
they were released this season, were fol-
lowed by No. 2 Indiana, No. 3 Texas A&M
and No. 4 Alabama. Each team ranked
inside the top four of the committee’s
rankings receives a first-round bye in the
playoffs.

The rest of the top 12 included No. 5
Georgia, No. 6 Texas Tech, No. 7 Ole Miss,
No. 8 Oregon, No. 9 Notre Dame, No. 10
Texas, No. 11 Oklahoma and No. 12 BYU.

However, because the top five confer-
ence champions receive automatic bids
into the playoffs, Oklahoma and BYU
would not be included in the playoffs if the
season ended with these rankings.

No. 15 Miami of the ACC and No. 24
USF of the American Conference were on
track to be included in the playoffs as the
No. 11 and No. 12 seeds, respectively. No.
17 USC, No. 18 Michigan and No. 21 Iowa
were the only other Big Ten teams includ-
ed in the rankings.

Then, in the AP top-25 released one
day after Ohio State’s victory over UCLA,
the Buckeyes remained at No. 1 for the
12th straight week.

From The Pages Of BSB

40 Years Ago — 1985

The wind, whipping in off Lake Michigan, was cold. The rain
never stopped. The thunder was loud. The lightning was bold.

But Jim Karsatos did not let the elements bother him when
Ohio State went up against Northwestern on Nov. 9. Karsatos
simply went about his business in his usual methodical way, put-
ting his name in the OSU record book in the process.

The junior out of Sunny Hills High School in Fullerton, Calif,,
threw for 275 yards and three touchdowns, and the Buckeyes,
ranked third or fourth depending on which national poll you rec-
ognized, played pitch and catch with the Wildcats.

A 35-17 win was all in a day’s work for Karsatos. The three
TD tosses gave Karsatos 17 for the season, tying a single-season
OSU record set by Art Schlichter in 1981.

35 Years Ago — 1990

When Ohio State quarterback Greg Frey wanted to complete
any old pass, he had a variety of numbers he could call in the
huddle. But when Frey absolutely, positively had to have a touch-
down in the clutch, he dialed "O" for Olive.

Frey suffered through one of his most frustrating days in three
seasons as OSU quarterback but nevertheless knew who to go to
when the game was on the line.

Bobby Olive latched onto the 3-yard, game-winning touch-
down grab with just one tick left on the Kinnick Stadium score-
board clock, giving the Buckeyes a heart-throbbing 27-26 victory
over sixth-ranked and conference-leading lowa.

Olive, who won Big Bear Buckeye of the Week honors for
grabbing six receptions for 99 yards against lowa, had made a
career out of making clutch catches for the Buckeyes.

30 Years Ago — 1995

After stirring pregame ceremonies celebrating the final home
game for OSU's seniors - including offensive stars Eddie George
and Bobby Hoying - the Buckeyes went out against Indiana with
the idea of knocking the Hoosiers out quickly.

Even though it took the better part of three quarters to do it,
the second-ranked Buckeyes were able to take care of business.

More than anything, Ohio State simply outlasted Indiana in
taking a 42-3 win on Nov. 18 at Ohio Stadium. The Buckeyes
outscored the Hoosiers 14-0 in the fourth quarter to widen the
margin of victory.

The Buckeyes welcomed back star flanker Terry Glenn, who
had missed the lllinois game the week before after suffering a
shoulder injury at Minnesota on Nov. 4. All he did was catch five
passes for 103 yards and a pair of touchdowns from Hoying be-
fore leaving the game with OSU up 21-3 at halftime.

25 Years Ago — 2000

With Ohio State taking a second-half lead over Michigan
State, OSU coach John Cooper went directly to his own Buckeye
bible for advice.

Inside it, he found one of his favorite rules for winning football
games.

“One of our 10 commandments is, 'Win the surest way, and
today the surest way was to run it, keep it away from them and
take care of the ball in key situations,” said Cooper, moments after

his Buckeyes dispatched the visiting Spartans 27-13 on Nov. 4 at
Ohio Stadium.

Ohio State rallied from an early 13-3 deficit to take a 20-13
lead early in the second half. With the OSU defense controlling
the Spartans, Cooper decided to keep things simple and run the
football. In the second half, the Buckeyes attempted 34 rushes in
their 36 plays.

"We got very, very conservative,” Cooper admitted. “Again,
blame me for that. Don't blame (offensive coordinator Chuck)
Stobart or (quarterback) Steve Bellisari or anybody else. Blame
the head coach!”

20 Years Ago — 2005

When oddsmakers installed Ohio State as a 35-point favor-
ite over lllinois in the days leading up to the two teams' Nov. 5
matchup, sports bettors must have thought they were looking at
some easy money.

Yes, the Buckeyes had scored 45 and 41 points, respectively,
in their last two outings, but they hadn't put up 40 or more in
three consecutive games for a decade, and before the two most
recent outbursts, the team hadn't even scored 38 points in regu-
lation since Oct. 12, 2002.

But this OSU team was beginning to distinguish itself from
prior Jim Tressel-coached outfits. The defense continued to play
its physical, pressuring brand of football, while the offense was
finally flashing its big-play capability with some consistency, just
as many had expected it to do prior to the season.

Both facets were certainly on display against the Illini, who
managed a return of a botched extra-point attempt in a 40-2 loss
to the Buckeyes.

“There was a time where never in my life would | bet the
spread on Ohio State,’ said senior linebacker Bobby Carpenter -
speaking theoretically, of course. “Now, | can't say the same thing
because they're going out and putting some points up.’

15 Years Ago — 2010

An unranked Penn State squad led by a former walk-on
quarterback trotted into its locker room with a 14-3 lead halfway
through what would prove to be a 38-14 OSU victory over the
Nittany Lions.

The seventh-largest crowd in Ohio Stadium history let its feel-
ings be heard, showering the Buckeyes with boos as they retreat-
ed up the tunnel into the southeast corner of the stadium.

Given the first-half performance, senior wide receiver Dane
Sanzenbacher said he sided with the angry mob.

"We're running off the field and I'm thinking, 'l want to boo us
right now, " he said.

But as the OSU players retreated to the perceived safety of
their locker room, they had no idea what type of message was
about to be delivered from an unlikely source: their head coach.

"He got real fired up,” junior quarterback Terrelle Pryor said. ‘I
haven't seen him like that before. We were getting embarrassed
on our home field. When he turned it up, he caught our attention,
and we started turning it up. Eventually, we got the defense roll-
ing, and it got the offense rolling.

10 Years Ago — 2015
As it stood, it appeared the Ohio State Buckeyes would go

only as far as Ezekiel Elliott could take them.

Luckily for the reigning national champions, their workhorse
running back was more than willing to shoulder the load on the
road to another playoff appearance. In a 28-3 win against lllinois
on Nov. 14, Elliott rushed 27 times for 181 yards and two touch-
downs, allowing him to pass Tim Spencer for third on the OSU
career rushing list.

“It's a blessing to be compared to the great running backs at
Ohio State," Elliott said. “I've just got to give thanks to the O-line.
We've basically had the same O-line since | started here, and they
make it easy for me week in and week out. I'm just blessed to play
behind those guys”

On a more micro level, it was his 15th consecutive 100-yard
game, all of which ended in Ohio State wins. Elliott didn't have
any of the huge runs that had come to define him, but he battered
the Illini until they couldn't take it anymore.

Five Years Ago — 2020

Just 15 minutes before he was set to address the team during
a weekly meeting on Nov. 11, Ohio State head coach Ryan Day
found out the Buckeyes would not be playing Maryland the fol-
lowing weekend due to a coronavirus outbreak within the Terra-
pins’ program.

“I'm just surprised that it happened so quickly,’ Day said
during a teleconference on Nov. 12. “We were getting ready for
practice on Wednesday, and it's like, "We're not playing. How did
that just happen?' | guess that's on me. | shouldn't be surprised
about anything that happens now.’

Three days of preparation for a trip to Maryland went out the
window in an instant, so Ohio State quickly shifted focus to the
Nov. 21 game against undefeated Indiana.

“Literally, at that moment, | just told everybody, ‘We're done
with Maryland, " Day said. “The other coaches were kind of look-
ing at me like, 'OK, so what are we doing, Coach?'

"We just went out there, had a good practice working on fun-
damentals, base plays against base defenses. All of our attention
went to Indiana.’

One Year Ago — 2024

In his first and perhaps only collegiate football game in his
hometown of Chicago, sophomore wide receiver Carnell Tate
lived up to the promise he showed as a highly touted high school-
er out of Marist High School. In Ohio State's 31-7 win over North-
western on Nov. 16 at Wrigley Field, Tate finished the game with
four catches, 52 receiving yards and a career-high two touch-
downs.

Any homecoming means a lot to a player in college football,
but Tate's was especially meaningful. On July 16, 2023 - months
before the start of Tate's freshman season with the Buckeyes -
Tate's mother was tragically killed in a drive-by shooting in Chica-
go's Garfield Park neighborhood.

“The way that he's handled himself has been an example to
everybody,’ Day said. "We care a lot about him, and to see him
hit two touchdown passes in his hometown in front of a big - |
think he had over 25 people here watching him - | know it means
a lot to him, but it also means a lot to us. We're really happy for
him today
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Three Bucks Named
Players Of The Game

For their standout efforts in Ohio
State’s victory over Purdue, the Buckeyes
honored Smith, defensive tackle Kayden
McDonald and linebacker Payton Pierce
as their players of the game.

Smith was the Buckeyes’ offensive play-
er of the game. Ohio State’s star receiver
set a career high in catches with Tate side-
lined against the Boilermakers. Smith fin-
ished with 10 receptions, which he took
for 137 yards and one touchdown.

Smith’s biggest moment came midway
through the second quarter, when Say-
in threaded a pass down the middle and
dropped it perfectly into the second-year
wideout’s hands, just beyond two Purdue
defenders, for a 35-yard touchdown that
extended Ohio State’s lead to 14-3.

McDonald, who earned defensive play-
er of the game honors, was yet again a
force to be reckoned with in Ohio State’s
win over Purdue. The Suwanee, Ga., na-
tive racked up four solo tackles, including
a critical tackle for loss on a third-and-2 in
the third quarter.

Pierce was named Ohio State’s special
teams player of the game but was effective
on both defense and special teams. The
sophomore linebacker led the Buckeyes
with seven total tackles, including five solo
tackles.

Pierce had two tackles as a member of
the Ohio State kickoff unit, both coming in
the second quarter, while also taking down

Purdue offensive players five times on the
Boilermakers’ final drive of the game.

Sayin, Smith, McDonald
Top PFF Grades

It was the usual cast of characters who
were Ohio State’s highest-graded players
in the win over Purdue. For their respec-
tive performances against the Boilermak-
ers, Sayin, McDonald and Smith were all
highly graded by Pro Football Focus.

With an 89.2 grade, Sayin was the high-
est-graded player on the team for the fifth
straight week. The Heisman Trophy can-
didate threw for 303 yards, a touchdown
and an interception, while completing 27
of 33 passes.

McDonald followed closely behind with
an 88.3 grade. He was the highest-graded
defensive tackle in the country in Week 11,
according to PFF. Smith received an 87.2
grade after his career high in receptions.

Jackson also had a quality performance,
according to PFF. The true freshman ran
for 75 yards on 14 carries and received an
80.1 grade, making him the highest-grad-
ed freshman running back in the country
in Week 12.

Senior linebacker Sonny Styles also
graded out well. Styles received an 81.6
grade after logging five total tackles and a
pass deflection in the win.

Senior defensive lineman Beau Atkin-
son (34.8 grade, nine snaps), freshman
linebacker TJ Alford (44.2, five) and fresh-
man tight end Nate Roberts (44.9, 18)

were Ohio State’s lowest-graded players
against Purdue.

Henderson Goes For Five
TDs In Two Games

After a rocky start to his rookie season,
former Ohio State running back TreVeyon
Henderson is finding his stride with the

SLess

Pub +on Sth

GOOD FOOD + FINE DRINKS

New England Patriots. The former Buck-
eye has run for a combined 209 yards and
four touchdowns in his two-game break-
out, adding a receiving touchdown as well.

Henderson, who played for Ohio State
from 2021-24, didn’t make a tremendous
impact early on for New England.

Continued On Page 8
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RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word,
10 cents for more than one insertion. Minimum
order of $5. No agency discounts. Make checks
payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin. We accept
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American
Express.

All ads are uniformly set with the first two
words set in boldface capital letters at no charge.
However, no other words may be set in boldface.
Anyone planning a larger or morve distinct ad
may receive our ad rate card upon request.

We reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitted from
advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad, and we
reserve the right to refuse advertisements consid-
ered objectionable.

Deadline is one week prior to publication
date. Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212 for info.

TIM POND, member of both the Bishop
Watterson High School and the Otterbein
University Basketball Halls of Fame, recently
offered his publication entitlted “Coaching
Youth Basketball: Coaching the Coaches” for
sale on Amazon.com. Access to this instruc-
tional manual was previously limited to attend-
ees of his basketball clinics and camps only.

FOR SALE — OSU-MICHIGAN Game,
1975 - original RADIO broadcast on CD!
Woody’s last great team & Archie’s last UM
game as Bucks go 11-0! Three-disk set runs
3% hours! Listen in your car! $25+$3S & H.
Call 1-630-527-8890!

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-
orabilia and equipment, programs, pennants,
glasses, books, jerseys, helmets, ticket stubs.
One item or a hundred. Will travel. Call
George at (614) 506-1081.

BUCKEYE CLIFFHANGERS, a new
book from Tim Sullivan covering football sea-
sons from 1916 through the 2024 national
championship (Harley to Howard). During
that period, the Buckeyes participated in 116
games that were decided in the last minute
of play or the last play of the game. This book
details the key plays and play makers in each
of them. Available on Amazon.com.

WANTED TO buy: OSU basketball tick-
ets/stubs from the 1960s, '70s, ’80s, '90s &
2000s. Call Mike at (704) 995-0414.

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-
orabilia, programs, ticket stubs, pennants,
championship rings, gold pants, helmets, auto-
graphs, game-used equipment, small or large
collections. Call Chris at (419) 957-6789.

BUCKEYE GAMEDAY Memories: A
new book of short stories about humorous
gameday experiences in the 1960s through
the 2010s by Tim Sullivan. Available on
Amazon.com.

FOR SALE: OSU football programs
including bowl games, national playoff and
championship games. OSU basktball pro-
grams, NFL programs, golf, Olympics, NBA,
other print sports memorabilia. Call John at
(330) 507-7339.

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz
and other members of the BSB staff are
available to speak at your business, social or
alumni group meetings. Informative and fun.
Call (614) 486-2202 for details.

OHIO STATE
FOOTBALL
TICKETS!

We have mseats to the season’s hottest action!

For Your Ticket Connection Call:

DREAM SEATS

YOUR TOTAL TICKET SOURCE

1611 W. FirtH Ave. CoLumsus, OH 43212

(614) 340-8989

www.dreamseats.com
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The team, led by former Ohio State de-
fensive end Mike Vrabel, relied more on
veteran running back Rhamondre Steven-
son than Henderson through the first eight
weeks of the season. But after Stevenson
was sidelined with a toe injury before the
Patriots’ 24-23 win over the Falcons on
Nov. 2, Henderson has seized his oppor-
tunity.

On Nov. 9, Henderson helped lead the
Patriots to a 28-23 win over the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers when he rushed for 147
yards and two touchdowns on 14 carries,
before helping lift the Patriots to a 27-14
win over the New York Jets five days later
when he went for 62 yards, two rushing
touchdowns and a receiving score.

Henderson’s most memorable play
came early in the second quarter on a first-
and-goal play from the 7-yard line. On the
play, Henderson appeared to be slowed
up a few yards short of the goal line, but
he kept his legs moving and was pushed
across the goal line by his offensive line.

In an interview on SportsCenter with
Scott Van Pelt after the game, Henderson
relived his memorable play.

“I really give the credit to the guys up
front,” Henderson said. “They make our
jobs easier. They're the ones who put in
the dirty work. At one moment I stopped, |
felt like I stopped and I'm coming up short,
and then the next thing you know those

guys are hustling downfield and pushing
me into the end zone, so I give credit to
those guys.”

Jets Pay Tribute
To Mangold

The New York Jets honored lineman
Nick Mangold, who died on Oct. 25, in sev-
eral ways during their home game against
the Cleveland Browns on Nov. 9.

New York first honored the former Ohio
State and Jets center with various flags
and banners scattered around the seats
and draped along the edges of the field.

The Jets also wore shirts pregame with
a sketch of Mangold’s face on the front and
the words “A True Jet” with his No. 74 on
the back. New York also wore the decals of
Mangold’s face on the back of its helmets.
The Jets gave T-shirts with the same Man-
gold logo to fans pregame as well.

Finally, New York honored Mangold
with a moment of silence and a tribute
video before former Jets offensive lineman

D’Brickashaw Ferguson gave a speech in
memory of his teammate and friend.

“It doesn’t even feel real,” Ferguson
said. “I'm sorry we have to do this in
this way, but I'm also happy that we get a
chance to honor who he is and the legacy
that he leaves.”

Multiple other players, including for-
mer Ohio State tight end Jeremy Ruckert,
who wore Mangold’s Buckeye jersey, paid
tribute to the lineman as well.

Mangold spent four years at Ohio State
from 2002-05 before he was selected as
the 29th pick in the first round of the 2005
NFL draft by the Jets, where he spent his
entire 11-year professional career. Man-
gold won the 2002 national title with Ohio
State and was a first-team All-American
with the Buckeyes in 2005. He was a sev-
en-time Pro Bowler, two-time first-team
All-Pro and one-time second-team All-Pro
with the Jets.

BSB Subscribers Show Support Through VIP Program

Now is the time for loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers to show their
support through our VIP subscription program as we struggle through these
times of high inflation, which have affected all small businesses. As most of
you know, the newspaper business these days is challenging in even the best
of times.

“We want to thank the many BSB readers who have stepped up and shown
their support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through the VIP program,” BSB pub-
lisher Frank Moskowitz said. “It is a true vote of confidence in what we are
doing now, what we have done the previous 43 years and what we plan to do
in the future.”

A VIP upgrade can easily pay for itself each year with special VIP discounts
and perks.

VIP subscribers enjoy a 5 percent discount on any Ohio State football trip
booked through Reynolds Travel. And VIP subscribers receive a certificate
good for $10 off at Roosters restaurants, the "Fun, Casual Joint,” a $10 gift card
from College Traditions, as well as a card from either Rusty Bucket or Camer-
on Mitchell restaurants good for $10 off your next food purchase.

With the $50 Brutus VIP upgrade, Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers will
have their names and cities listed in two different issues annually as support-
ers of BSB.

Those who add $100 to their subscriptions will have their names and cities
listed in all 24 issues each year as BSB Scarlet patrons. Those who donate
$125 will be designated as Elite patrons in each issue.

And those who donate $150 or more will have their names listed as Elite-
Plus VIPs. The four largest Elite-Plus donors to the Buckeye Sports Bulletin
VIP program will have their names listed in each issue as Wachsman Level
Elite Plus donors, in honor of the late BSB assistant publisher, Karen Wachs-
man, and our largest donor will be designated as the Woody Level Wachsman
Elite-Plus Donor.

To upgrade your existing subscription to VIP status, with all the benefits
that come with that designation, go to BuckeyeSports.com/vip-memberships
to pay by credit card, or call us at (614) 486-2202 during regular business
hours. If readers have questions about this program, they can call the same
number.

The following are our Elite Wachsman, Elite-Plus, Elite, Scarlet and Brutus
VIP subscribers.

Woody Level Elite Wachsman Donor (in honor of late BSB assistant
publisher Karen Wachsman): Roosters Foundation.

Elite Wachsman Donors (in honor of late BSB assistant publisher
Karen Wachsman): Beth Wachsman, Columbus; Brian Bucher, Ponte Vedra
Beach, Fla.; Fred Krisch, Cleveland; Jim Walton, Naples, Fla.

Elite-Plus Donors: Roger Albrecht, Columbus; Fredrick Bradshaw, Co-
lumbus; Betty Devaul, Uhrichsville, Ohio; Gary Devaul, Uhrichsville, Ohio;
Bob Doyle, Beavercreek, Ohio; Tom Farish, Greensboro, Ga..; Terry T. Farm-
er, Lancaster, Ohio; Sander Flaum, New York; Raminder Gill, Colusa, Calif;
Mike Heimann, Ashland, Ohio; Freddie and Joe Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Carl
R. Jeffery DDS, Van Wert, Ohio; Gregory Jones, Calabasas, Calif; Noreen

Kenney-Campbell, Mount Pleasant, S.C.; Don Kersey, Springboro, Ohio; Kris
Kersey, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Larry Larson, Ladera Ranch, Calif,; Dan LaVille, Grand
Rapids, Mich; Jerry Lawhun, Rio Verde, Ariz.; Alan Lord, Reynoldsburg, Ohio;
Dr. Jonathan Lucas, Portsmouth, Ohio; W. Lee Mackewiz O.D., Bear, Del.: Allen
McMillin Jr,, Logan, Ohio; Jeff Montgomery, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.; Theo-
dore Pegram, Eden Prairie, Minn.; In memory of Hugh and Dixie Rea, Washing-
ton Court House, Ohio; In memory of Lisa Rea, Greenfield, Ohio; Bob Redfield,
Dublin, Ohio; Jim Reichler, Toledo; Field Retterer, Bonita Springs, Fla.; The
Russell Group United, Columbus; Jim Shindler, Sylvania, Ohio; John Thomas,
Kentfield, Calif; Dominic Verrilli Ill, Columbus, Ohio; Bob Weber, Mishawaka,
Ind.; Richard Yoss, Woodsfield, Ohio; Edwin Zechman Jr., Sarasota, Fla.; Jim
Zimmerman, Springfield, Ohio.

Elite Donors: Robert Ankerman, Holland, Mich.; Marshall Beck, Sarasota,
Fla.; Phillip Blue, Prior Lake, Minn.; In memory of Norwin Brovitz, Oakmont,
Pa.; David Cobb, Tipp City, Ohio; Iris Cremean, Walbridge, Ohio; Richard Dun-
kelberger, Groveport, Ohio; Fred Fingerhut, Phoenix; Chalk Fry DDS, Sarasota,
Fla.; Laura Granich, Columbus; Paul E. Hackett, The Villages, Fla.; James Ham-
ilton, Murrysville, Pa.; Joe Helmer, Westerville, Ohio; Curtis High, Beavercreek,
Ohio; Frank Klaus, Pepper Pike, Ohio; John Krepop, The Villages, Fla.; Paul
Lappert, Columbus; Tom Leggett, Dublin, Ohio: Brian Livingston, Louisville,
Ky.;, Robert Maddux, Cincinnati; George Massar, Bowling Green, Ohio; Mike
from Marietta, Ga.; Col. George R. Nelson, New Albany, Ohio; Greg Place,
Greenville, Ohio; Robert Risher, Celina, Ohio; James Robinson Jr, Council
Bluffs, lowa; C. David Shaffer, Akron; Charlie Shaffer, Edison, Ohio; Bill Short,
Sparta, Ohio; Mark Skinner, Columbus; Kyle Smith, Marietta, Ga.; Dr. Earl
Strimple, Washington, D.C.; James Thomas, The Villages, Fla.; Chuck Under-
wood, Miamisburg, Ohio; Dan van Blaricom, Dublin, Ohio; Elliott S. Wettstein,
Waverly, Ohio; J.D. Wientjes, Mobridge, S.D.; Kenny Wright, Heath, Ohio; David
J. Young, Supply, N.C.; Anonymous, Columbus; Anonymous, Council Bluffs,
lowa; Anonymous, Lancaster, Ohio; Anonymous, Lewisburg, W.Va.

Scarlet VIPS: William Adams, Willoughby, Ohio; Anthony Anan-
thanarayanan, Rochester, Mich.; Bill Bell, Chandler, Ariz.; Greg Brooks, Ga-
hanna, Ohio; Marty Brumbaugh, Troy, Ohio; Dominic Caminiti, Canal Win-
chester, Ohio; Scott Clark, Gahanna, Ohio; Donald Collins, Kenton, Ohio;
Joseph A. Cusma Sr, Massillon, Ohio; Dennis Dahm, Sandusky, Ohio; Julie
Ellis, Apple Valley, Calif.; Mike Freeburn, Columbus; Tom Goila, Cincinnati; Gail
Gonder, Fort Worth, Texas; Fred Grace, Utica, Ohio; Dave Hamilton. Canton,
Ohio; Richard G. Hannan Jr, Chillicothe, Ohio; Doug Harris, Lima, Ohio; John
Hay, Wilder, Ky.; Ed Helal, Ashland, Ohio; Phil Helal, Strongsville, Ohio; Ger-
ald Mann, Palm Coast, Fla.; Ed Maxwell, Jackson Center, Ohio; Dave Palmer,
Washington, Mich.; In memory of ke Reynolds, Columbus; Lawrence Roma-
noff, Powell, Ohio; Jim Shaw, Lake Forest, Calif.; Dr. William Thomas, Gallipo-
lis, Ohio; Anonymous, Dallas; Anonymous, Gaffney, S.C.; Anonymous, Girard,
Ohio; Anonymous, Norwalk, Ohio.
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

Buckeyes In A Rush To Leave Bruins In Ruins

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The scrutinized running game had a
chance to shine under the lights. Bo Jack-
son and James Peoples did their part, and
Ohio State actually had a kickoff return for
a touchdown.

Jackson ran for 112 yards and a touch-
down, and Peoples ran for two scores when
No. 1 Ohio State steamrolled UCLA 48-10
before 104,168 fans in Ohio Stadium on a
pleasant 62-degree Nov. 15 night.

The Buckeyes (10-0, 7-0) dominated the
undermanned Bruins for a 27-0 halftime
lead on a touchdown run of 1 yard by Jack-
son, an 11-yard catch for Bryson Rodgers,
a wow-moment 19-yarder from Peoples,
and Jayden Fielding field goals of 41 and 33
yards.

It was 34-7 before Lorenzo Styles Jr. re-
turned a kickoff 100 yards to make it 41-7
for the first such play for the Buckeyes in 15
years.

UCLA dual-threat quarterback Nico Ia-
maleava did not play due to a concussion.

Redshirt sophomore Luke Duncan made
his first career start for the Bruins and was
16 of 23 for 154 yards and a TD.

While Ohio State receiver Carnell Tate
missed a second straight game with an un-
disclosed injury, Jeremiah Smith, listed as
questionable before the game, made four
catches for 40 yards playing only the first
half.

U-G-L-Y

UCLA gained 2 yards on the opening se-
ries and punted 44 yards to the OSU 29.

It took five Jackson runs, three Julian Sa-
yin completions and one spectacular Smith
catch to go the 71 yards in 3:54 for a 7-0
lead at 8:47 of the first quarter.

Max Klare opened the drive with a 7-yard
catch. Jackson ran for 7, and Rodgers’ re-
ception went for 16 to the UCLA 41 before
Smith’s twisting one-handed grab along the
left sideline for 18 yards to the 23.

Jackson then went for 4,7 and 11 before
running up the gut from the 1.

The Bruins then had to punt after their
initial first down. They had a third-and-4
from their 42 but were penalized for delay
of game and a false start. Needing 14 yards,
Anthony Woods ran for 11.

The Buckeyes began their second se-
ries from their 18. Sayin was 7 for 7 for 50
yards, but the drive stalled at the UCLA 22,
resulting in a 41-yard field goal for Fielding
and a 10-0 score with four seconds left in
the quarter.

Brandon Inniss, on the third play, had
a catch for 8, and Smith followed with a
7-yarder to the OSU 39. Quincy Porter
hauled in a 14-yarder along the way, and
Isaiah West pulled in a 12-yard pass to the
Bruin 29. On third down, Sayin was hurried,
and Klare made an 8-yard catch to the 22.
Sayin was hit while releasing the throw and
injured his left ankle, but he stayed in the
game.

For the quarter, he was 10 for 10 for 91
yards, and the Buckeyes led in total yards
131-31.

After another UCLA punt, OSU started
at the 18 again.

The Buckeyes needed two fourth-down
conversions on the 12-play drive, the last an
11-yard catch by Rodgers to make it 17-0
with 4:41 left in the half. The 82-yard drive
consumed 6:51.

Jackson rushed for 13 on two carries,
and Mylan Graham made a catch for 9. Jack-
son ripped off a 32-yard run to the UCLA 28
before Sayin went back to Graham, but it
ended up as his first incompletion after go-
ing 11 for 11 for 100 yards.

Later, the Buckeyes faced fourth-and-5
from the 23 when an Inniss catch of 7 gave
OSU new life. But after illegal formation
and holding penalties, a Smith catch of 15
under tight coverage along the right side
made it fourth-and-5 from the 11.

After an Ohio State timeout, Sayin rolled
right to buy time. He waited and waited be-
fore spotting Rodgers at the goal line.

UCLA later had a third-and-1 from its
34 when Kenyatta Jackson Jr. burst through
the line and swallowed Jaivian Thomas for
a 2-yard loss.

UCLA's fourth punt went out of bounds
at the 19. On the second play, West took off
for a 38-yard gain to the UCLA 43 with two
minutes left.

Coming out of the timeout, Inniss caught
a 2-yarder, but Sayin missed Klare open
by 15 yards downfield. Sayin went back to

SONNY BROCKWAY
WHAT A GRAB — Jeremiah Smith needed only one hand to pull in a Julian
Sayin pass for 18 yards in the first quarter of the 48-10 pounding of UCLA.
Playing only the first half, he made four catches for 40 yards.

Klare for 7, and on third-and-1 from the 34,
UCLA was called for pass interference at
the 19.

That's when the highlight happened.
Peoples broke to his right and was headed
down the sideline when he saw defensive
back Cole Martin approaching him at the
10. Peoples hurdled him, kept his balance
and scored to make it 24-0 with 1:19 left.

The 8l-yard drive took 1:53 and five
plays.

Just when it seemed it couldn’t get worse
for UCLA, it did. Punting from the 22 with
16 seconds left, Will Karoll shanked it
straight into Buckeye defensive end Caden
Curry. It was recovered by Karoll, and the
Buckeyes got the ball at the 14 with 10 sec-
onds left.

Sayin threw incomplete to Inniss with
six seconds to go, and Fielding booted a 33-
yard field goal with one second left to make
it 27-0.

The Buckeyes had 294 yards (147 each
passing and rushing) while UCLA totaled
50 (21 passing, 29 rushing), and the first
downs were 16-2 in favor of Ohio State.

Shining Moment

The Buckeyes got off to an inauspicious
start to the second half. Sayin had two in-
completions and was sacked for 4 yards on

third down. Before the punt, OSU was guilty
of a false start before Joe McGuire’s 51-yard
punt was returned to the UCLA 37.

The Bruins went for it on fourth-and-1
from the 46, but Curry stopped Woods for
a l-yard loss.

OSU then turned it over on downs on
Sayin’s incompletion to Klare when the
Buckeyes needed 4 yards from the UCLA
39. Since his hot start, Sayin was 9 of 15
for 55 yards.

On OSU'’s next possession, West scored
from the 1. It took 13 plays and 6:16 to go
69 yards.

Graham had a 2l-yard catch to the
UCLA 48, and Jackson had runs of 9 and
18, the latter putting the ball on the 1. After
West was stopped the first time, he cut out-
side and easily scored to make it 34-0 with
2:27 left in the third quarter.

The shutout was broken when UCLA
went 75 yards in five plays and 2:10.

Duncan’s 51-yard pass to Rico Flores to
the 19 with 1:35 left in the third quarter was
the first time UCLA crossed midfield.

Three plays later, Duncan connected
with Kwazi Gilmer for an 18-yard touch-
down to make it 34-7.

Ohio State immediately responded with
Styles’ electric run to make it 41-7 with
three seconds left in the quarter. The last
kickoff return for a score was Jordan Hall
against Michigan in 2010. It was also the
Buckeyes'’ first of 100 yards since Ted Ginn’s
in 2005 vs. Minnesota.

“We kind of kicked it in the corner,” said
UCLA interim coach Tim Skipper. “They
returned it back to the field, and our guys
got pinned over there in the corner. And it
was just free racing. I think it was a no-DNA
touchdown. I don't think anybody touched
him. So we just had to get it corrected on
the sideline. We have to recognize the
blocks and counter. We didn’t do a good job
of that, and it was 88 out the gate.”

The Bruins made it 41-10 on a 32-yard
field goal by Mateen Bhaghani with 8:49 to
play.

Lincoln Kienholz replaced Sayin on the
next Buckeye drive, and they went 75 yards
on 11 plays and took 6:55 off the clock to
go up 48-10 on an 8-yard run by Peoples
with 1:54 to play. West ran for 13, Graham
caught a 10-yard pass and Nate Roberts had
receptions of 9 and 15 yards to the UCLA
20. From there, Peoples ran for 6, 6 and the
final 8.

With Iamaleava’s brother, Madden, at
QB, the Bruins ran four plays for 21 yards
to the UCLA 46 to end the game.

Notes

Sayin was 23 of 31 for 184 yards. ... In-
niss made six catches for 30 yards. Klare
had five catches for 26 and Graham'’s three
went for 40 yards. ... West’s 61 yards and
TD came on eight carries. Peoples gained
42 yards on six runs. UCLA got 95 of its 222
yards (154 passing, 68 rushing) in the third
quarter. ... The Buckeyes totaled 440 yards
(218 passing, 222 rushing) and led in first
downs 25-8. ... Sonny Styles led the Buck-
eyes with seven tackles (two solo).
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OSU Run Game Startmg To Hit Its Stride

Continued From Page 1

the 5.1 mark in the Nov. 1 win over Penn
State.

The run by Jackson that put the Buck-
eyes up 7-0 early in the game was one that
usually would have gone to Donaldson, with
the ball on the 1-yard line. But the power
from the veteran back wasn't needed, with
Jackson bursting through the left side to put
OSU on top with his third score of the sea-
son.

Day was impressed with how all of the
running backs played. In the win, there were
multiple times when the ball carriers had a
situation with a free tackler coming at them,
and they either fought through the tackle or
made the defender miss, which might not
have been the case in previous games.

While Day wishes that the blocking
could have been a little better on some
plays, he also acknowledged the reality that
that isn’t always going to be the case, and at
some point, the running backs will have to
be responsible for getting extra yards.

“On the touchdown run by Bo, I think
there was a free hat in the hole, but that’s
the running game. Sometimes you have
to be your own blocker, run guys over and
make them miss. That’s how it works. It was
good.”

With the young backs coming into their
own over the course of the season, Peoples
had been pushed down the depth chart, but
he said before the win over UCLA that he
wasn't letting that get to him and was happy
to see the team playing well regardless of
who was getting the carries.

“It’s definitely been an adjustment,” Peo-
ples said on Nowv. 12. “But it's good to see the
team is flourishing, where the offense is get-
ting going. We're getting some pace going
into it as well. I'm just keeping my mind on
the main goal — the team winning, team-ori-
ented goals.”

But with Donaldson listed as question-
able on the availability report before the
game and not getting any carries in the con-

test, Peoples got another chance to show
what he can do against Big Ten competition.

He took advantage of that chance, most-
ly later on in the blowout win after Lincoln
Kienholz had come into the game to make a
few handoffs.

The sophomore back added to his total
in the fourth quarter with 21 more yards
on four carries and found his way into the
end zone for a second time. It was the first
multi-touchdown game of his career and the
first time he had scored since Sept. 7, 2024,
when the Buckeyes beat Western Michigan
56-0.

Peoples also picked up yardage late
in the win over Purdue and against Penn
State, and he feels like he has turned a cor-
ner with his game.

“I feel like it’s been kind of settling in and
also the experience as well, but also just, |
think a switch had to flip, and I think I found
that,” Peoples said.

The running back said that this game is
one that felt good to have after the way this
season has gone for him, beginning the year
as the presumed No. 1 back and falling all
the way to No. 4 on the depth chart.

“A game like this means everything. Even
from the start of the season, with all the
ups and downs that come with football, I'm
growing in my faith, I'm growing as a per-
son, as a player, and each day I'm coming
to work,” Peoples said. “It hasn’'t been going
the way I intended it to go, but that’s life, and
at the end of the day, you just have to keep
on going.”

It might not have been the best Big Ten
competition. UCLA came into the game
with the 121st overall rushing defense in
the country, giving up 191.1 yards per game
on the ground.

The Buckeyes did make that average go
up slightly, with 222 in the game. One hun-
dred twelve of those were Jackson’s, who
shouldered much of the load for Ohio State
with 15 carries, compared to eight for West,
who was second on the team.

$5.00 OFF

your total bill of $25 or more

Coupon valid only Sunday-Thursday. Excludes tax and g

alcohol. Dine-in and carry-out. One coupon per table.
Not valid with any other offers. Valid at all locations
wnh coupon Exp|res 12/31/25

3230 Olentangy River Road

www.EIVaqueroRestaurants.com

Columbus, Ohio, 43202
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HAPPY HOUR

your total bill of $30 or more
Coupon valid only Sunday-Thursday. Excludes tax and
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Not valid with any other offers. Valid at all locations
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Early in the Big Ten schedule, it seemed
as if the Buckeyes' run game was going to
be a weak point of the offense. In the win
over Washington, the first conference game
of the season, Ohio State rushed for 149
yards.

That number fell in the three following
weeks, bottoming out at 98 yards against
Wisconsin.

But now Ohio State has put it on the field
for three straight weeks. Again, it hasn't
been against the greatest competition, but
with 164 yards against Penn State, 170 at
Purdue, and now the game the Buckeyes
had against the Bruins, there is much more
confidence in the running backs room than
there was earlier in the season.

The head coach is gaining more and
more confidence with the young running
backs each week as they gain more in-game
experience.

“We've had over 70 carries (in two games
combined) the last two weeks, which is
great,” Day said. “I think the more these
young backs carry the ball, the better they're
going to be. ['ve said that all along. We're go-
ing to need them with the teams we're about
to play.”

Peoples credits running backs coach
Carlos Locklyn for the improvements that
have been made in-season.

SONNY BROCKWAY
BO ON THE GO — Freshman Bo Jackson led the way for Ohio State with 15
carries for 112 yards (7.5 avg.) and a 1-yard touchdown in the 48-10 victory
over UCLA. He had a 32-yard run in the second quarter.

“He’s been there. He’s always encourag-
ing and keeping us as one in the running
back room, talking to us daily and having a
mindset of every day coming to work,” Peo-
ples said. “It could be good, it could be bad,
no matter the circumstance, that’s what we
have to do. I'm really appreciative of Coach
and what he’s done up to this point, and we
have to keep going.”

According to Peoples, there’s also im-
portant leadership from Donaldson, who is
by far the eldest of the four backs with four
seasons of experience, including this year.

“He talks to us, he keeps us encouraged
with all the young guys and all of that,” Peo-
ples said. “He’s also a person that’s present
and gives you his insight of what he’s been
through in his career.”

But as any football coach would say —
like Day did after the game — it's more than
just the running backs who have to do their
jobs for the run game to work. The offensive
line, tight ends and wide receivers all have
to hit their blocks so that there are holes to
run through.

“Everybody is involved with the run
game,” Day said. “It starts with the offen-
sive line and tight ends, but (everyone) is in-
volved. At the end of the day, it seemed like
the running backs were getting downhill
and running physical.”
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SONNY BROCKWAY
ON THE RUN — Isaiah West has
made the most of limited chances,
and the 48-10 win vs. UCLA was no
exception. He had only eight car-
ries but turned that into 61 yards, 38
coming on a second-quarter run.

On The Horizon

When the Buckeyes played Penn State
on Nov. 1, that may have been the last time
that fans had some real concern about
whether the team on the other sideline pro-
vided a real challenge to Ohio State, and as
November rolls on, it's obvious why that’s
the case.

But further than that, the last game that
Ohio State played that it didn't win by at
least 18 points was in the month of August,
when Texas came to Columbus for the sea-
son opener and the Buckeyes beat the Long-
horns 14-7.

Since then, any team that could have
been seen as a threat on the Buckeyes
schedule was handled easily, making many
people think that the Buckeyes haven't been
tested. Whether that sentiment is true or
not, one thing that is undeniably true is
that since that win over the Longhorns, the
Buckeyes haven’t had to play in a game that
was close deep into the second half.

That also likely won’t be the case when
Rutgers comes to town on Nov. 22.

However, any Buckeye fan who has been
around for any period of the 120-year his-
tory of The Game knows that when Ohio
State heads to Ann Arbor, Mich., on Nov. 29,
there will almost certainly be some adversi-
ty to deal with.

Of course, Day and the Buckeyes are
saying that they are focused on the Scarlet
Knights game coming up. But every fan can
feel the four-game losing streak to the Wol-
verines looming and the chance to end that
coming up very quickly.

With an 80-10 record as the head coach
at Ohio State and now a national champi-
onship added to the résumé, it's no secret
that the inability to beat the Wolverines is
the only stain on Day’s growing legacy.

As has been posted, written and spoken
about countless times since the stunning
13-10 finish on Nov. 30, 2024, Ohio State
hasn't lost to Michigan five straight times
since the 1920s.

The loss last season is one that seems
to have changed Day, which the players who
are back for this season noticed.

Junior wide receiver Brandon Inniss said
as much after the win over UCLA when
asked if he thought that Day’s mindset had
shifted since last season.

“It's not necessarily different, but I would
say Coach Day has a different look on his
life,” Inniss said. “A lot of people see it. |
just feel like ever since we lost to The Team
Up North last year, he has been a different
Coach Day.”

But no matter how different Day’s ap-
proach has been this season, there’s no
missing how much this upcoming chance to
end the streak means to him.

With Rutgers on the schedule before the
Wolverines, Day was never going to invoke
the Michigan game after the UCLA win by
talking about the Wolverines. But reading
into many of his comments made after the
game, it’s a pretty safe guess to say that he
can feel it coming.

With wide receiver Carnell Tate out for
the second straight game and Jeremiah
Smith getting pulled out of the win over
the Bruins after bringing in four catches

for 40 yards, Day noted after the game that
the coaching staff was looking forward with
those choices, wanting to keep their players
healthy for what is coming up.

“Jeremiah was having a little bit of a nag-
ging issue, and we wanted to be sure that
we were being really smart with him, as we
know what's coming down the road here,”
he said.

He said a similar thing when talking
about needing to improve the run game as
much as they can before they get to those
important games.

“It certainly wasn't perfect, but that’s
what we need to get to because the preci-
sion and the execution that needs to happen
here in the next few weeks is going to be
very important.”

But as has been the case each and every
week, the Buckeyes match up against anoth-
er opponent that would need to have close
to a perfect game to beat them, and Inniss
said they won'’t look too far forward.

Ohio State made sure it didn't do that
against UCLA, especially after quarterback
Nico Iamaleava was ruled out the morning
of the game, just to make sure the Buckeyes
didn't fall victim to the type of surprise upset
that every college football fan is very famil-
iar with.

“We still had to sit down and realize that
it doesn't matter who goes on the field, we've
got to do our job,” Inniss said. “You see some
of the other teams around the country take a
step off or whatnot. But Coach Day has been
a person who's been steady on that we're not
letting up. It doesn’t matter who we play.”
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

Buckeyes’ WR Depth Tested Against UCLA

For the second game in a row, Ohio State
wasn't completely healthy at receiver. The
Buckeyes were missing star junior receiv-
er Carnell Tate for the entire game with an
undisclosed injury, and sophomore receiver
Jeremiah Smith, who before the game was
listed on Ohio State’s availability report as
questionable, didn't play for the entire sec-
ond half.

GAME
NOTEBOOK

Bobby Gorbett

“Jeremiah had a certain amount of plays,”
coach Ryan Day said. “We were just going to
hold him and make sure that he’s at 100 per-
cent next week. We decided to hold Carnell
this week, as well. They gave us an opportu-
nity to play some of the younger guys.”

Tate and Smith’s injuries didn’t prevent
Ohio State’s offense from moving the ball
in its 48-10 win over UCLA on Nov. 15.
Ohio State finished the game with 440 to-
tal yards, and a sizable chunk of that came
from the passing attack.

In Tate and Smith’s absence, several
players stepped up, but perhaps the most
unheralded receiver to make an impact
was sophomore Bryson Rodgers. Headed
into the Buckeyes win, Rodgers only had
nine catches for 98 yards for his career, but
against the Bruins, Rodgers went for 27
yards and his first-career touchdown on two
catches.

Rodgers’ touchdown came on a pivotal
fourth-and-5 play from UCLAs 11-yard line
when the outcome was still somewhat in
question with Ohio State leading 10-0. On
the play, Rodgers didn’t get open immediate-
ly on his crossing route, but quarterback Ju-
lian Sayin continued to look in his direction
after rolling out of the pocket. Rodgers was

Help BSB Grow

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers fre-
quently ask us what they can do to help keep BSB
vibrant in this increasingly electronic age. One
of the things readers can do is introduce BSB to
new readers who might find our Ohio State sports
content interesting.

In order to help you do that, we are offering
an opportunity to send four free trial issues to
potential subscribers. We will then offer your po-
tential subscriber a very special offer to get them
to join the fold of loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin
readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95 subscrip-
tion rate for gifts for our service men and women.
It’s nice to send a little bit of home to those all
over the world who are protecting us. Don’t forget
to include an APO address when applicable and
remember, any subscription includes electronic
access to BSB, so our Buckeyes in uniform will
be able to enjoy their BSB immediately, wherever
they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not good for
current subscribers. This offer is to introduce
readers to BSB. You can conveniently email your
names and addresses to subscriptions@buckeye-
sports.com or mail them to P.O. Box 12453, Co-
lumbus, Ohio, 43212.

able to get open by cutting away from the
sideline back toward the field of play. Sayin
hit Rodgers at the goal line, and he fell for-
ward for his first collegiate score.

Rodgers wasn't the only one to earn
more opportunities with Smith and Tate
on the sidelines. Junior receiver Brandon
Inniss finished the game with a career-high
six receptions for 30 yards.

Going for only 30 yards, Inniss didn't
necessarily have an explosive catch, but
most of his receptions came on important
plays. Four of Inniss’ six catches came on
either third or fourth downs, and three of
them resulted in conversions.

Day was happy to see Inniss have a solid
performance.

“Brandon is a captain, and he has a big
voice,” Day said. “He’s a very competitive
guy and certainly has heart and soul that
you want from a captain. He’s a very good
football player. He's a competitive guy. He
can do a lot of things. It was great to see
him have six catches tonight. Those were
big catches, a lot of them were.”

Youngsters Mylan Graham (three catch-
es for 40 yards) and Quincy Porter (one
catch for 14 yards) also earned playing
time. Graham particularly flashed on one
play in the third quarter. The five-star recruit
hauled in a pass from Sayin on a slant route
and gained 21 yards for Ohio State’s longest
pass play of the game.

Graham, whose three catches in the win
were a career high, and Porter impressed
Sayin with their respective performances.

“I think those young guys stepped up in a
big way,” Sayin said. “They did a really good
job. They were able to go make some plays
on the outside. Mylan had that big catch on
the glance. Those guys made some great
plays for us.”

Special Teams Shine

For all of the right reasons, it was a day
to remember for Ohio State’s special teams.
The unit, which at times has been a relative
weakness for this year’s team, had a sea-
son-best performance in the team’s win over
UCLA.

By far the biggest play made by Ohio
State’s special teams was a 100-yard kick
return touchdown from graduate nickel cor-
nerback Lorenzo Styles Jr. It was the first
kick return touchdown the Buckeyes have
had since former running back Jordan Hall
returned a kick 85 yards for a score in Ohio
State’s 37-7 win over Michigan in 2010.

Styles’ streak-ending return came in the
third quarter after UCLA scored its first
and only touchdown of the game late in the
frame. Styles caught the kick a few yards
into the end zone and immediately cut to the
right side of the field to surge through a gap-
ing hole created by the Buckeyes' kick-re-
turn team. Styles needed only to cut past
UCLA kicker Mateen Bhaghani to create
a clear path to the end zone. With UCLA’s
kick coverage team behind him, the former
receiver used his speed to coast into the end
zone and put Ohio State up 41-7 after the
extra point.

Day gave quality control coach Nate Eb-
ner credit for helping the team make the
most of the return.

“Lorenzo, you could see the speed,” Day

said. “He was rolling. We assigned each
special teams unit to a coach, and Nate Eb-
ner has that group. I thought he did a great
job. First off, you have to get buy-in from the
players. They have to believe that it's going
to go. We haven't had many opportunities
this year. We put that return in this week.

“We knew that we may not get that many
opportunities at it, and Nate said, ‘I really
want to take a shot at this thing” So when
it was taken a yard or 2 out of the end zone,
Lorenzo said, ‘Once I took it out, I knew I
had to score a touchdown, so I better get
running. He didn’t have a choice. I agreed
with him. But it’s the buy-in from everybody.
That’s how it works. All it takes is one guy.
How many times have you heard on a return
— ‘If we just made one more block, it would
have gone. That’s what it takes.”

Styles said while he enjoyed scoring his
first touchdown as a Buckeye, his favorite
part was celebrating with his younger broth-
er, linebacker Sonny Styles.

“The kick return, it was cool. But the
best feeling is celebrating with your team-
mates but, most of all, my brother,” the elder
Styles said. “I have my brother there, and
for him to be so excited for me, telling me

SONNY BROCKWAY
STYLISH RETURN — Lorenzo Styles Jr. (3) had Ohio State's first kickoff re-
turn for a touchdown since Jordan Hall went 85 yards vs. Michigan in 2010.
Styles officially went 100 yards, although he was a yard or two deeper. The
last Buckeye with a triple-digit kickoff return was Ted Ginn against Minne-
sota in 2005.

how sweet he thought that play was, it felt
great. It's a blessing.”

Although Styles’ return was the biggest
highlight-reel play of the game, the Buck-
eyes also blocked a punt. After Ohio State’s
defense forced a stop late in the second
quarter, UCLA had to punt from deep in its
own territory. UCLA punter Will Karoll got
the snap at his own 10-yard line and seem-
ingly had enough time to get the punt off, but
for some reason, he kicked the ball off the
side of his foot and straight into the chest
of Caden Curry, who was standing 5 yards
away. Karroll got on the loose football, but
he was tackled 21 yards short of the first
down marker at his own 14-yard line.

Curry joked after the game that it was
his mere presence that caused the punting
miscue by Karoll.

“I'm going to claim for myself it was the
intimidation factor,” Curry said. “I kind of
got back there, and he just put it there. So
I'll take it.”

Sayin Overcomes Injury

Without his two favorite pass-catchers
on the field for much of the game, Sayin
was not as productive as he usually has
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

Game Analysis

What Worked Well

Ohio State found success in every phase of its special teams in its 4810 win over UCLA on
Nov. 15.

The Buckeyes' first of their two explosive plays on special teams came just before the half. With
16 seconds remaining before the midway break, UCLA was forced to punt from its own 22-yard
line. However, disaster struck for the Bruins as Will Karoll's punt came off his leg low, allowing
Ohio State defensive end Caden Curry to get a hand on the kick and force a loss of 8 on the punt.
The punt block set the Buckeyes up on the UCLA 14-yard line with 10 seconds left, allowing Ohio
State to extend its lead to 27-0 with a field goal just before halftime.

Following UCLA’s first and only touchdown drive of the game with 17 seconds left in the third
quarter, Ohio State responded in emphatic fashion. Buckeye kick returner Lorenzo Styles Jr. took
UCLA kicker Mateen Bhaghani’s kickoff 100 yards to the house for an Ohio State touchdown. It
marked the first time since Nov. 27, 2010, that Ohio State returned a kickoff for a score.

To top it off, on Ohio State’s only punt of the day, junior Joe McGuire booted the foothall 51
yards down the field from the Buckeye 16 to UCLA’s 33-yard line, flipping the field on the Bruins
after it was returned for just 4 yards. The 51-yard boot was McGuire’s second-longest punt of the
season and just his third 50-plus yard kick of the season.

Ohio State kicker Jayden Fielding also made both of his field-goal attempts and was a perfect
6 of 6 on extra-point attempts against UCLA. Fielding put in a 41-yard field goal in the waning
moments of the first quarter and a 33-yard kick just one second before the half.

What Didn't Work

After a dominant first half in which Ohio State jumped out to a 27-0 lead against UCLA, the
Buckeye defense, particularly its second unit, struggled to keep the Bruins in front at times in the

second half. Ohio State secured back-to-back stops to open the third quarter, but UCLA lit the
Buckeyes up through the air on its next two drives.

On the Bruins’ third drive of the second half, UCLA followed a 5-yard rush with a 51-yard pass
play from quarterback Luke Duncan to wide receiver Rico Flores Jr. Three plays later, Duncan
found wide receiver Kwazi Gilmer for an 18yard catch and score.

On the Bruins’ following possession, it took UCLA 12 plays to march 61 yards down the field for
a 32yard field goal. Duncan was 6 of 7 with 53 yards passing on the drive.

Play Of The Game

Ohio State’s victory featured a 32-yard rush by freshman Bo Jackson and a 38-yard scamper
from fellow rookie Isaiah West. However, it was sophomore running back James Peoples who
stole the show at Ohio Stadium on Nov. 15. Following UCLA’s fourth straight punt in the first
half, Ohio State drove 81 yards down the field in just under two minutes. Peoples capped off the
five-play drive with his 19-yard highlight-reel touchdown. Ohio State found itself on the Bruins’
19-yard line after West’s 38yard explosion, two short passes, and a UCLA pass interference
penalty. Then on first-and-10, Peoples took an outside handoff, burst through a hole to get to
the edge, and treaded the sideline before leaping over Bruins defensive back Cole Martin, all
while keeping his balance for a 19-yard touchdown run. The hurdle-and-score was Peoples’
first touchdown of the season. The San Antonio native rushed six times for 42 yards and two
touchdowns in the victory. In 2025, Peoples has totaled 58 carries for 289 yards and two touch-
downs, as well as 10 receptions for 50 yards.

— Sam Cipriani

been this season. Against the Bruins, Ohio
State’s Heisman hopeful finished the game
completing 23 of 31 passes (74.2 percent)
for 184 yards and a touchdown.

With Smith on the field, Sayin was his
usual efficient self in the first half. The
Carlsbad, Calif., native threw for 147 yards
and a touchdown on 18-of-21 passing. Then
in the second half, Sayin didn’t connect per-
fectly with his new targets. In the third quar-
ter, Sayin completed only 5 of 10 passes for
37 yards and at times struggled slightly with
his accuracy.

Sayin also had a slight injury concern
during the first quarter. After taking a hit
on an 8-yard completion to Max Klare, Sa-
yin was slow to get up and could be seen
grasping his ankle. After the game, Sayin
said he was feeling good and that his ankle
injury didn’t cause any inaccuracies during
the game.

“] was able to step into all my throws
with power,” Sayin said. “I had a couple of
misses tonight. Mechanically, I just wasn't
super perfect with all of those. But I was
able to step into all of my throws.”

Overall, Sayin's 184 passing yards were
his lowest total since Ohio State’s 34-16 win
over Illinois (166 yards) on Oct. 11, but that
also had to do with Ohio State’s production
on the ground. Still, Sayin has already iden-
tified areas of his game that he wants to im-
prove.

“I think all around I can be better,” Say-
in said. “I can be getting through my reads
quicker, helping us out in protection a little
better and helping us out in the run game
more. All around, I'm trying to improve and
bring my game to the next level.”

Ohio State’s dominant performance
meant backup quarterback Lincoln Kien-
holz was able to get on the field. Attempt-
ing his first pass since Ohio State’s 37-9
win over Minnesota on Oct. 4, Kienholz
was efficient in relief of Sayin. In garbage
time, the third-year quarterback threw
for 34 yards on 3-of-3 passing and helped
lead Ohio State’s second-teamers to a

fourth-quarter touchdown.

Defense Dominates Early

Without starting quarterback Nico Ia-
maleava, UCLAs offense was no match for
Ohio State’s first-team defense. With Iama-
leava sidelined with a concussion, UCLA
struggled to find any rhythm in the first half.

After the first 30 minutes, the Bruins not
only trailed 27-0 but had totaled only 50
yards as a team. Sophomore quarterback
Luke Duncan completed 7 of 10 first-half
passes, but that amounted to only 21 yards.

For an Ohio State defense that hasn't
come close to meeting its match through
10 games, lamaleava’s absence was disap-
pointing news. The Buckeyes had already
formulated a game plan around the five-star
quarterback’s skill set, only for it to be an-
nounced early the morning of the game that
he would not be able to play because of a
concussion he had suffered in UCLAs 28-21
loss to Nebraska the week prior.

“It kind of sucks when you prepare for
somebody all week and then they bring out
somebody else,” Curry said. “It's not our
problem, it’s theirs. We just have to go out
there and play our game and get ready for
anything that comes ahead.”

The Buckeyes certainly seemed to adjust
well on the fly. The Silver Bullets gave up
only two first downs during the entire half.
Styles agreed it was unfortunate the Buck-
eyes didn’t get to match up against lamalea-
va, whom they handled well last year in a
42-17 win over Tennessee in the first round
of the College Football Playoff.

“It doesn't really matter who our oppo-
nent is,” Styles said. “We have to go dom-
inate them. Having their starting quarter-
back out, that was tough for them. But for
us, we've got to go do our job and go domi-
nate whatever opponent we play.”

Styles and Curry were both defensive
players who had strong performances
against the Bruins. Both defenders finished
the game with five total tackles, which tied
for the second most on the team, and Curry

was one of five Buckeyes with a tackle for
loss. Sonny Styles was Ohio State’s leading
tackler. He had seven total tackles, includ-
ing one for loss.

The second half didn’t go as well for the
Silver Bullets. With several backup players

rotating in the game, Ohio State gave up
scores in back-to-back drives in the third
and fourth quarters.

Still, for the entire game, the Bruins to-
taled only 222 yards on 48 plays (4.6-yard
average).
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 48, UCLA 10

UCLA interim head coach Tim Skipper
on quarterback Nico lamaleava’s status
throughout the week and why he was
officially ruled out: “At the beginning of
the work week, he was not feeling well. He
was out there and couldn’t stay out there.
So then he went in, we did all the tests and
he came back diagnosed with a concussion.
So he went into the concussion protocol,
and he just never cleared out of that. So he
wasn’t able to go today.”

Ohio State head coach Ryan Day on
Ohio State’s approach to the game and
how the team didn’t allow lamaleava’s
injury to affect their mindset: “It was
pretty workmanlike. | felt we had the right
approach coming in. We found out this
morning that Nico may be out, so that's
going to change things a little bit in terms
of our approach and game planning, but
not in terms of our mindset and mentality.
We want to make sure we bring it every day
and have that look in our eye. | thought we
did that again tonight.”

Day on if he was annoyed that
lamaleava was ruled out right before
the game: “I mean, annoyed isn’t the word.
You always want to compete against the
best players that you can. We were excited
about competing against Nico again. But if
| say it's not about the opponent, it's about
us, then it has to be that way. Hopefully, he
gets a chance to heal up soon and get back
on the field. I think he's a great player.”

Ohio State wide receiver Brandon
Inniss on Day saying Ohio State has a
workmanlike approach and the head
coach’'s message to the team on a
weekly basis: “Coach Day does a great
job addressing our team and keeping us
focused during the week. He always says, no
distractions, and those are just rules that we
follow. Obviously, we know we have to be
locked in. We can’t be a team that slips up.”

Ohio State nickel back Lorenzo Styles
Jr. on redeeming himself with a kick
return touchdown after he didn’t score
on the Buckeyes’ gadget punt return
play against Minnesota earlier this sea-
son: “l should have scored on that punt
return, too. So | knew if | had another
opportunity, | had to take it to the house
and represent the university, my teammates
and all the work we put in.”

Inniss on what made the difference
on special teams against UCLA: “We're
just doing our job. If one guy here misses
something, now we don’t have a touch-
down. But everybody made their block and
slam, you’ve got a touchdown.”

work paying off.”

Peoples on how the running backs
have been able to bounce off each
other when they have tough moments:

% “I think it's a daily thing, and it's also a
1 growing thing. Guys come from all different

backgrounds out of high school. How things

d were from last year to this year, it was a big

oM adjustment. | feel like through the adver-

sity and through things that we had to go

N through, of course, leading up to the sea-

son, and also being in the season, that has
brought us together. All you can do is really
encourage each other. They encouraged me
today, and | encouraged them. I'm growing

8l as a person, as a player, and also being self-

== less as a person.”

SONNY BROCKWAY
TAKEDOWN — Defensive tackle Will Smith Jr. (53)
and defensive end Caden Curry (92) converge on
UCLA running back Anthony Woods. The Bruins
had 25 rushes for 68 yards (2.7 avg.).

Styles on whether his kick return
or Ohio State running back James
Peoples’ hurdle should make ESPN
"“SportsCenter’'s” Top 10 plays: “James
Peoples. Man, I'm so happy for him to have
that opportunity to make that hurdle. He
got up a little bit, so that was great for him.”

Peoples on what his performance
says about how he'’s improving this sea-
son: “It just tells me the abilities that | have.
| always felt like | could do it. I'm glad it was
showcased today. I'm continuing to build,
continuing to get better each and every day.
I'm always hungry to improve.”

Peoples on what allowed the running
back room to get going against UCLA:
“| feel like we came in and attacked really
fast. Also, the offensive line and the tight
ends and everything, guys were just playing
as one and rocking off the ball, getting after
UCLA. | just felt like everybody was really
playing together and for each other today,
so that ultimately, | feel like is why it worked
out.”

Ohio State quarterback Julian Sayin
on seeing the younger players step up
in the absence of multiple key contribu-
tors: “I think the running backs did a really
good job. The receiver room looked great.
Those younger guys stepped up for us big
whether they were blocking or making big-
time catches to convert on third down or
fourth down. It was awesome to see their

Sayin on how he feels like he has
improved this season: “I'm getting more
comfortable in the offense. We were doing
some different things tonight, spreading the
ball around, playing with tempo and playing
a quick game. | think that was a good thing
for us.”

Ohio State defensive end Caden Curry
on the mindset that defensive coordi-
nator Matt Patricia brings and what his
personality is like on the field: “He’s just
another great guy we can go and talk to
every week, day in and day out. If we have
questions, he’s happy to answer, and he's
just a player’s coach. We all love him out
there. He's definitely somebody that brings
energy to the sideline, and he’s somebody
that is just fun to play for.”

Curry on if he’'s seen a week-to-
week improvement from defensive end
Kenyatta Jackson Jr. and what he feels
the senior can do going forward: “Oh
yeah. Day in and day out throughout the
week, he's pushing to be one of those great
defensive ends, as he already is. You can just
see it, he's definitely getting to that point in
this game where he’s kind of getting more
aggressive with the way he plays, and he's
definitely going to get to more quarter-
backs.”

Skipper on UCLA coming out of half-
time with better energy, and the chal-
lenge of playing the top team in the
country: “l liked how we came out after
halftime. | think the guys were fighting. We
got some stops when we came out of the
locker room. The energy levels were good
in the locker room and all that good stuff.
When you are playing the No. 1 team in the
country, you're fighting for everything. So, |
thought the guys fought. They got the best
of us, and we just have to move on from
here.”
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 48, UCLA 10 Season Statistics

Nov. 15, 2025 - Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 5 2025 Game-By-Game Will Kacmarek 2 - - - - 12
UCLA 0 0 7 3 10 Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd Lincoln Kienholz 2 - - - - 12
Aug.30  (3) TEXAS () W, 147 107524 ~ JamesPeoples 2 - - - - 12
OHIO STATE 10 17 14 7 48 Sept.6 (1) GRAMBLING STATE W, 70-0 100624 Isaiah West 2 - - - -
First Quarter Sept. 13 513 OHIO ; W, 37-9 105,765 Lorenzo StylesJr. 1 - - - - 6
B _ A : ) Sept. 27 (1) at Washington W, 24-6 72,458 Bennett Christian 1 - - - - 6
osu chkgon,1 yard ru§h (Fielding kick), 8:47. Oct4 (1) MINNESOTA W, 42-3 105714 Max Klare .o 6
OSU - Fielding, 41-yard field goal, 0:04. Oct.11 (1) at lllinois (17) W, 34-16 60,670 Brandon Inniss 1 o _ _ 6
Second Quarter QOct. 18 (1) at Wisconsin W, 37-0 72,795 .
o Nov.1 (i) PENN STATE W34 ossy  JelaniThurman o 1-- - -6
OSU - Rodgers, 11-yard pass from Sayin (Fielding kick), 4:41. Nov.8 (1) at Purdue W, 34-10 57701 Bryson Rodgers 1 - - - - 6
OSU - Peoples, 19-yard rush (Fielding kick), 1:19. movﬁ 8 gng-é\ERS W, 4810 104168 Eﬁm E'XSI‘ A 1 - - T - g
Bl ) - ) ov.22 (1 12 pm, iley Pettijohn - - - -
OS.U Fielding, 33-yard field goal, 0:01. Nov.29  at Michigan (18) 12pm. Jackson Courville - 4-4 - - - 4
Third Quarter 05U qameday AP ranking is | hoses before the | OSUTotals 48 4848 - - 1315375
OSU - West, 1-yard rush (Fielding kick), 2:27. s gameday AP ranking IS In parentheses before the  oppyotals 8 67 - - 7-9 75
UCLA - Gilmer, 18-yard pass from Duncan (Bhaghani kick), 0:17. opponen, while the opponents ranking s afte the name.
OSU - Styles Jr, 100-yard kickoff return (Fielding kick), 0:03. Team Statistics TGdD'St:,nlzg 0'423 30';3 40:; sgﬁ Tgt?;
Fourth Quarter , _ osu Opp OSUTotals 44 67 33 04 1313
UCLA - Bhaghani, 32-yard field goal, 8:49. First Downs 234 128 OPP Totals 4-4 12 23 00 79
OSU - Peoples, 8-yard rush (Fielding kick), 1:54, Rushing 9 55 .
Att. - 104168 Passing 134 59 Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
) ! Penalty 9 14 Joe McGuire 7 712 49 0 55
Weather - Cloudy, 62 F o Average Per Game/Rush ~ 161.8 81.4 NickMcLarty 1 45 450 0 45
Team Statistics Average Per Game/Pass 279.5 131.2 OSU Totals 18 757 421 0 55
UCLA osu Total Offense 4413 2126 OPP Totals 54 2460 456 1 63
First Downs 8 25 Total Plays 635 550 .
Rushin 2 12 Average Per Game 441.3 212.6 Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
. 9 Average Per Play 6.9 3.9 J. Mathews Jr. 2 28 140 0 23
Passing 6 12 Penalties-Yards 43-377  40-306 Caleb Downs 2 0 00 0 0
Penalty 0 1 Fumbles-Lost 4-2 6-5 Payton Pierce 1T 15 10 0 15
Rushes-Yards 25-68 33-222 Third Down Efficiency 60-107  35-126 3‘;”84 S;y\les ; 43 g‘g 8 22
: Percentage 56% 28% otals g
;::Lnsg(zi::sp -Att-Int.) 1 6-213?3 26-3213 Fourth Down Efficiency 9-13 9-23 OPP Totals 4 4 10 0 4
3 ) e Percentage 69% 39%
Offensive Plays 48 67 Sacks-Yards 25.175 6-39 Punt ReturrTs No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Total Net Yards 222 440 Time Of Possession Avg.  33:23  26:34 Brandon Inniss 13148 14 0 32
Third Down Efficiency 5-13 6-11 Lorenzo Styles J I3 3600 36
Fourth Down Efficienc 0-2 2-3 Score Caden Curry ! 0 w00
P A y ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg. Jeremiah Smith 1 6 60 0 0
unts-Avg. 6-36.8 1-51.0 OhioState 75 113 90 97 0 375 375 8§g I°ta:s 16 18 ;‘-‘ g %
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 Opponents 6 23 23 23 0 75 175 otals 5
P'enaltles . 7-55 3-20 Individual Statistics Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Time of Possession 25:01 34:59 Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long Erandonslwssj 31 133 138'8 ? 1(%
Bo Jackson M 725 66 3 64 Orenzo S1yies '
Individual Statistics James Peoples 58 289 50 2 33 osu Totalls 4 157 393 1 100
RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) - UCLA: Leigber 3-21; Woods 5-20; Thomas 9-17; Berger 4-13; Frias |1 2-5; gggﬁ%@sston I Zé %g %3 g 32,5 OPP Totals 14 22 173 0 4
Carlson 1-0; Karoll 1-(-8). OSU: Jackson 15-112; West 8-61; Peoples 6-42; Inniss 1-5; Kienholz 1-3; Sayin ﬂ-i”COI.” rt(isefnh(r)Jz 8 29 36 2 8 Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot.TFL-Yds. Sacks
(- eremiah Smitl 2 20 100 1 17 B -
2-(-1). . Julian Sayin 7 07 0 1 Arvell Reelse 30 28 58 100-45 6.5-41
PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) - UCLA: Duncan 16-23-0-154-1. OSU: Sayin 23-31-0-184-1; | Brandonlnniss 3 16 53 0 8 Sonny Styles 32 25 57 355 0-0
Kienholz 3-3-0-34-0 gamell Tate 2 16 80 0 8 Caleb Downs 29 17 46 40-5 0-0
' ) ) am Dixon 3 9 30 1 6 Kayden McDonald 25 19 44 80-28 3.0-20
RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) - UCLA: Flores Jr. 2-59; Gilmer 4-37; Frias |l 2-29; Matthews 4-18; Pedersen Nate Roberts 2 1 05 0 1 Cagjen Curry 26 17 43 11554 70-48
1-7; Mokiao-Atimalala 1-4; Thomas 2-0. OSU: Smith 4-40; Graham 3-40; Inniss 6-30; Rodgers 2-27; Klare I)esam_r | moo23 -2l 0 0 Payton Pierce 17 18 35 15-2 0-0
5-26; Roberts 2-24; Porter 1-14; West 2-12; Peoples 1-5. U Totals 340 1618 48 20 64 Jaylen McClain 29 6 35 0-0 0-0
- OPPTotals 295 814 28 3 34 Davison Igbinosun 18 15 33 050  0-0
PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) - UCLA: Karroll 5-44.2-49; Team 1-0.0-0. OSU: McGuire 1-51.0-51. Lorenzo Sgt s 14 10 24 1'5 1 0-0
PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - UCLA: Matthews 1-4. OSU: Curry 1-11; Inniss 1-3. Passing Comp. Att. Pet. Yds. TD-INT Effic. | CPneo=Es ™ T o0 S0 o =0 T
KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - UCLA: Matthews 1-7. OSU: Styles Jr. 1-100. Julian Sayin 226 282 801 2675 25-4  186.2 J. Mathews Jr. 2 5 17 157 106
FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) - UCLA: None. OSU: None. #'”?0'”8*:'%?*‘,0'218 1; 983 123 38 2%-8 Tywone Malone 8 9 17 157  10-6
. . avien ot. Llair : - ! Will Smith Jr. 7 8 15 0-0 0-0
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Williams 1-1-2; Jordan Jr. 1-0-1; Stafford Il 1-0-1; Shaw 0-1-1; Taylor 1-0-1; Bennett 0-1-1; Fuimaono 0-1-1; Brandon Inniss 2r 2100 78 129 Aaron Scott Jr. 6 1 7 105 0-0
. Bo Jackson 12 124 103 1 17
Hargrove 1-0-1; Busic 1-0-1. OSU: Styles 2-5-7; Styles Jr. 3-2-5; Curry 1-4-5; Jackson Jr. 2-2-4; Downs 1-2-3; James Peoples 10 50 50 0 1 T Alfqrd 3 3 6 10-2 0-0
Reese 1-2-3; Delane 1-2-3; Grady 2-1-3; McDonald 1-2-3; Pierce 2-0-2; Moore 0-2-2; Houston 1-1-2; Scott CJ Donaldson Jr. 8 56 70 1 14 j:'J' HIK/lI(S % g g 181 88
Jr. 0-1-1: Sanchez 1-0-1: Mathews Jr. 1-0-1; Atkinson 0-1-1: Alford 1-0-1: Roker 1-0-1: Smith Jr. 1-0-1: Roberts Will Kacmarek 7 90 129 2 4 Gasontt sotore 4 1 s 6_0 0_0
) Jelani Thurman 6 65 108 1 26 arrett stover - -
1-0-1; Malone 0-1-1. Bryson Rodgers 6 79 132 1 2 Leroy Roker 3 2.5 0-0 0-0
PLAYERS IN THE GAME - UCLA: Brooks, Yoon, Unije, Armella, Ford, Duncan, Woods, Thomas, Mylan Graham 6 93 155 0 23 Joshua Mickens T2 3 0-0 0-0
Habermehl, Flores Jr, Gilmer, Jordan Jr, Lawrence, Pleasant, Martin, Jackson, Jones, Smith II, Busic, K. gennettPChristian 4 moo28 1 6 El' LeeG 2 2 g 88 88
o : o A e uincy Porter 4 59 148 0 22 0gan George - - -
Williams, Vaughns, Chisom, Berger, Pelk?t, Clark, Moklao Atlm.alala, Stafford Il .Staples., A. Williams, Nate Roberts 4 30 75 0 15 Eric Mensah I 0-0 0-0
Matthews, Woods, Perry, M. lamaleava, Wilson, Davillier, Benjamin, Shaw, Taylor, Frias I, Miller, Cogshell, Isaiah West p) 2 60 0 12 Malik Hartford 11 2 0-0 0-0
Carlson, Pedersen, Leigber, Peterman, Mosier, Dixon, Walls, Bario, Karoll, Abdul-Wahab, Bennett, David Adolph 1 8 80 0 8 Carnell Tate 2 -2 0-0 0-0
Fuimaono, Somerville, Mahe, Pulealii, Akinshilo, Walker, Marks, Fox-Flores, Weir, Renda, Bhaghani, 0OSU Totals 236 2795 1.8 26 87 Nate Roberts o 0-0 0-0
. . . . OPP Totals 156 1312 84 5 67 Dominic Kirks -1 0-0 0-0
Hargrove. OSU: Montgomery, Siereveld, Daniels, Hinzman, Tshabola, Sayin, Jackson, Klare, Kacmarek, James Peoples 1 ) 1 0-0 0-0
Inniss, Smith, Igbinosun, Mathews Jr, Downs, Curry, Jackson Jr, Malone, McDonald, Styles, Reese, Pierce, Scoring TD EPK EPR EPRC FG PTS Joey Velazquez -1 0-0 0-0
Styles Jr, Kienholz, Scott Jr, Graham, Sanchez, Bell, Delane, Porter, West, Rodgers, Lockhart, Atkinson, JaydenFieldng - 44-44 - - 13-15 83 Jayden Fielding 1T -1 0-0 0-0
Thurman, Grady, Nelson Jr, Alford, Peoples, Pettijohn, Jones, Stover, Roker, West, Fielding, Velazquez, Jeremiah Smith - 11 - - - - 66 Ryan Rudzinski o 0-0 0-0
McGuire. Ferl el Mick ith e o . CJDonaldsonJ. 10 - - - - 60 Epi Sitanilei -1 1 050 00
cGuire, Ferlmann, Rudzinski, Mickens, Smith Jr, Kirks, Kema, Van Sickle, Terry, Moore, Onianwa, Carmell Tate 7 - - - - Jarquez Carter 1 - 0-0 0-0
Adolph, Roberts, Christian, Moore, Houston. Bo Jackson 4 - - - - 24 0SU Totals 318 246 564 61.0-22925.0-175
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OSU Must Overcome Mental Block To Beat U-M

By BOBBY GORBETT
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Through 10 games of the 2025 season,
Ohio State had passed every test in front of
them on the way to a 10-0 record. Unlike some
of their predecessors, the Buckeyes survived
an early-season nonconference bout with a
loaded Texas squad, a midseason road trip
out west to take on a solid Washington team,
and every other game against outmatched op-
ponents.

With a 5-5 Rutgers team on deck, it seems
that the only significant roadblock in front of
the Buckeyes on their quest to their first 12-0
regular season since 2019 is Michigan.

The No. 18 Wolverines may not be the
most talented team the Buckeyes have faced
or will face this season, but The Game has
been the one stain on head coach Ryan Day’s
otherwise decorated résumé.

With Day at the helm, Ohio State has
won 88.9 percent of its games, two Big Ten
championships and a national championship
but has defeated Michigan only once in five
attempts.

“I think they've been a little in their own
head about it,” said Doug Lesmerises of the
“Bill and Doug on Ohio State Football” Sub-
stack on Ohio State’s issues against Michigan.
“I think that can play out schematically and
with in-game management. That can play out
emotionally, getting the players ready for the
week. I think that it got a little personal for
Ryan Day with (former Michigan head coach)
Jim Harbaugh, in a way that did not benefit
Ryan Day at Ohio State against Jim Harbaugh
at Michigan. Then obviously last year that
wasn't the case, but I think they haven't quite
been themselves.

“You could argue that in 2021, Michigan
was the better team. I think that might just be
a football thing. Since then, I think Ohio State
was the better team, but Michigan has played
closer to its best game than Ohio State did. I
think that there is some combination of men-
tal, emotional, schematic and physical things
that prevented Ohio State from playing at its
best, that would fall at the feet of the coach-
ing”

No game better exemplified Ohio State’s
mental challenges against its biggest rival
than last year. Despite coming into The Game
as a nearly 20-point favorite led by many se-
nior and eventual NFL-bound players, the
Buckeyes were defeated 13-10 by a then 6-5
Michigan team.

Since that stunning loss, Ohio State has
won 14 straight games, including the national
championship, and for the most part has dom-
inated every team in its path. With this year’s
edition of The Game right around the corner,
BSB sat down with Eleven Warriors deputy
editor Dan Hope, Lesmerises and Pat Mur-
phy of 247Sports to determine what has gone
wrong for the Buckeyes against Michigan in
the past four years and what the Buckeyes’
chances are to beat Michigan this year.

Michigan Woes Marked
By Mental Block

In fairness to Ohio State and Day, Michi-
gan was one of the best teams in the country
in 2021, 2022 and 2023 and may have been
aided by an illegal sign-stealing operation led
by former staffer Connor Stalions. Still, the

Buckeyes haven't seemed to play their best
in The Game since at least 2019. According
to Lesmerises, that’s because Ohio State has
played into Michigan’s hands.

“Overall, to me, Ohio State has allowed
Michigan to dictate terms of the game the
last four seasons, and they've played it the
way Michigan wants to play it instead of the
way Ohio State wants to play it,” Lesmerises
said. “And that’s a toughness conversation,
that’s physicality, that's Michigan limiting the
opportunity for the Ohio State passing game
to win the game. That'’s probably the overrid-
ing thing.”

Michigan’s strength over the last few years
has been in the trenches, where it has had
several All-America linemen, including Zak
Zinter, Aidan Hutchinson, Mason Graham
and Kenneth Grant.

Day has drawn criticism for seemingly try-
ing to challenge Michigan’s strength up front
with his run game, but it wasn't always the
case that Ohio State smashed its head against
the Wolverine wall. In its 42-27 loss to Mich-
igan in 2021, Ohio State threw the ball 49
times and scored 27 points but was outgained
on the ground 297-64.

It was a similar story in a 45-23 loss in
2022 when Ohio State threw for nearly 350
yards but was again outgained on the ground
252-143. Those losses led to some questions
about the physicality and toughness of Ohio
State’s program, which may have sent Day on
the wrong track in his approach to The Game,
according to Hope.

“I think if you even go back to that (2023
Notre Dame game) when they played in South
Bend, and there was the famous Ryan Day
moment of, ‘T'd like to know where Lou Holtz
is right now; it's felt like in certain games,
Ryan Day has had that (idea of), ‘We have to

prove weTre a tougher team, ” Hope said. “I

FILE PHOTO
BLUE STREAK — Some feel four straight losses to Michigan have gotten
into the collective heads of the Buckeyes. When coach Ryan Day moved the
traditional band playing at practice during Michigan Week to earlier in the
season to “normalize” the days leading to The Game, it may have signaled
for better or worse that the Wolverines are always on his mind.

think there’s been an element of that these last
four years in the Michigan game. I don't think
we've seen that since (last season’s Michigan
game).”

Day’s focus on toughness may have been
first reflected in the 2023 edition of The
Game, when Ohio State lost 30-24 and ran
the ball nearly as many times as it passed the
ball (30 passes, 28 runs).

In addition to losing its third straight game
to the Wolverines, Ohio State was outgained
on the ground for the third straight time.

When Day met with the media last year
before the 2024 matchup between the two
rivals, the rushing battle was a huge talking
point. On multiple occasions, Day brought up
the fact that the team that wins the rushing
battle in The Game had won every time since
2000.

“That week in the media availability we got
with Day, and on his radio show, he definite-
ly brought up the team that wins the rushing
battle wins the game on more than one occa-
sion,” Murphy said. “Clearly, if that was a mes-
sage to us in the media, it was also a message
to his staff and players and whatnot. I think
stuff has come out about that post-Michigan
game meeting, where players said, ‘That
doesn’t make sense with the way that we play’

“I think when you combine that with (for-
mer Ohio State offensive coordinator) Chip
Kelly — who wants to run the football, that's
his specialty — I don’t think he was going to
turn down an opportunity to try and come up
with ways to run at Michigan’s talented interi-
or defensive line.”

Kelly, the Buckeyes’' play-caller last year,
certainly did not hesitate in repeatedly calling
run plays against the Wolverine front.

Despite boasting three of the most talent-
ed receivers in college football in Emeka Eg-
buka, Carnell Tate and Jeremiah Smith and

going against a Michigan defensive line that
included Graham and Grant, Ohio State once
again ran the ball nearly as many times as it
passed the ball (33 passes, 26 runs).

“The fact that it was so obvious that it
wasn't working and they just kept doing it
was the most confusing thing,” said Murphy
of Ohio State’s insistence on running the ball
last year. “I don't think it helps either that Will
Howard takes that big hit in the first half and,
arguably, should have come out of the game.

“Now you are playing with the quarterback
who's not 100 percent, so I think it's a combi-
nation of that. But I certainly think that there’s
been this mental block that Ryan Day has had
that they need to run the ball, they need to
show this kind of toughness that they don't in
other games.”

Lesmerises agreed that Day’s approach to
The Game last year was not the right one and
pointed out that the rushing battle stat can be
somewhat flawed, as the team that gets ahead
early can often inflate its rushing stats late in
the game.

“It's hard because Will Howard took a
hit and wasn't exactly himself after that, but
I don't think that should prevent Ohio State
from scoring more than 10 points in a game
like that,” Lesmerises said. “I think that rush-
ing (stat) — and this came up in the famous
players meeting — that’s kind of a fake stat.
That’s a stat that feeds into Michigan, and it
doesn'’t feed into Ohio State.

“Why would you cite a stat when you are
the best passing team in the country consis-
tently, and you build your identity around that,
but then in the most important game of the
year, that’s not what you're focused on? I think
it's an odd thing. We talk about the toughness
conversation all the time. I don't think Ohio
State should get bogged down in the tough-
ness conversation.”

Championship Run
Alleviates Pressure

Ohio State’s unexpected regular-sea-
son-ending loss to Michigan was followed by
a now-famous meeting that included only the
players and Day.

During the meeting, several Buckeyes
reportedly challenged each other, Day and
Ohio State’s strategy in The Game. The con-
tentious meeting formed the Buckeyes into a
more tightly bonded team and subsequently
fueled an improbable run in the College Foot-
ball Playoff.

As the No. 8 seed in the playoffs, Ohio
State won four consecutive games over teams
ranked inside the CFP’s top 10 and captured
its first national championship in a decade.

Within that playoff run, Ohio State also
proved it could pass the ball early to set up
success on the ground later in the game in its
42-17 win over Tennessee.

Despite playing in frigid temperatures,
Howard threw for 220 yards and a touchdown
while completing 17 of 21 passes in the first
half, and Ohio State jumped out to a 21-10
lead.

Murphy said the Tennessee game was evi-
dence that the Buckeyes can beat the Wolver-
ines in the regular-season finale even when
the weather may not necessarily set up per-
fectly for a pass-irst approach.

“If you look at how successful they were
in the Tennessee game, which I think is the
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closest comparison given it's cold and what-
not, you're not playing in a controlled environ-
ment, and it’s like, ‘Oh, hey, we can still go out
against what is a good defense and throw the
ball around, ” Murphy said. “So why does that
change in the Michigan game?”

Ohio State’s national championship win
has made Day seem a bit more loose when
dealing with the media, and he and offensive
coordinator Brian Hartline haven't had an of-
fensive game plan as peculiar as the one the
Buckeyes had against Michigan last year.

Although it's never easy to predict The
Game, it appears that Ohio State should be
led by a coach without as much pressure on
him when it takes on Michigan.

“You would think if anything is going to al-
low Ohio State to play more freely, more con-
fident in that game, it would be winning the
national championship last year,” Hope said.
“I think that certainly takes a big weight off
Ryan Day’s back. You've seen all year that he’s
more confident because of what happened
last year. Going into last year, he knew it was
like, ‘If I lose this game, my job could be on the
line! Whereas this year, he knows he has job
security because of what happened last year.”

Still, Day’s track record against Michi-
gan is starting to be similar to that of former
Buckeye coach John Cooper, who finished his
13-year coaching career at Ohio State with a
2-10-1 record against the Wolverines.

At times under Cooper, Ohio State’s losing
streak against Michigan almost felt like a bur-
den on the program, but because of the way
the postseason is now set up, the pressure on
Day to win The Game is a little different, ac-
cording to Lesmerises.

“There are two paths now;” he said of hav-
ing a successful season. “Beating Michigan is
one path, and winning the national champi-
onship is another path. Back in the old days,
they were the same path, because how could
you have ever win the national championship
if you didn't win the Ohio State vs. Michigan
game? You practically had to be undefeated
to win the national championship, or maybe
have one loss, but you weren't going to lose
your last game of the regular season and then
go on and win the national championship.
Now you can, and Ohio State did it last year.

“The idea and the debate (of) ... what
matters more, beating Michigan or winning
the national championship? And the actual
answer is, they both matter the most. Before
they were the same, and now they’re not the
same. Now they are two (different) paths. To
me, in this world, at least one of the paths has
to be going well. They won on the other path,
and so that doesn't mean that the Michigan
path doesn't matter, but it takes a little bit of
the pressure off of it.”

It wasn't just Day who felt intense pres-
sure to beat Michigan for the first time since
2019 last year, but also a group of seniors who
hadn’t defeated the Wolverines throughout
their entire careers.

Team captains Egbuka, TreVeyon Hender-
son, Jack Sawyer and Cody Simon had signif-
icant roles on multiple Ohio State teams that
had tried and failed against Michigan.

This year, though, the Buckeyes are led by
a group that has limited experience against
the Wolverines. Star players junior safety Ca-
leb Downs, Smith, junior linebacker Arvell
Reese and redshirt-freshman quarterback Ju-
lian Sayin have little to no experience in The
Game.

According to Murphy, it may help the Buck-
eyes to be led by a younger group of players

without an abundance of scar tissue in The
Game.

“I think there’s something to the fact that
they haven't gone through it over and over
again,” Murphy said. “Maybe Jack Sawyer and
JT Tuimoloau woke up the day of the game
last year, thinking, ‘Oh gosh, we can't lose this’
Now these guys, and even a guy like Jeremiah
Smith, who made the comments in the offsea-
son about not losing to Michigan again — he’s
experienced losing to Michigan, and it hurts,
he saw the pain on those guys, but also he saw
that you can turn this around and whatnot.
The pressure of getting the monkey off your
back, I think, may not be there as much.

“Now I say that, and then we get to game
week, and all these guys are going to hear
about is how they've lost four in a row and
whatnot. So (the pressure) will be there. But |
think that it may not have the same weight as
guys that have gone through it year after year
after year previously.”

Experts Say OSU
Team Better Than U-M

A lot has changed since Ohio State lost
to Michigan in 2024. The Wolverines' quar-
terback, Bryce Underwood, a true freshman
and five-star recruit, is a much more talented
option than any signal caller the Wolverines
had last year.

Encouragingly for the Buckeyes, Michigan
no longer has Graham and Grant at defensive
tackle. Still, Hope feels like Ohio State’s first
priority against Michigan should be using
arguably the best passing attack in the coun-
try.

“I think we've seen that running the ball
continues to be this team’s weakness,” Hope
said. “Based on what we've seen, they have
the best quarterback in the country. They have
maybe the two best receivers in the country,
certainly the best receiving tandem in the
country. They have the best defense in the
country. The one area where Ohio State is not
the best in the country right now is its running
game. I think, much like last year, I would say
they need to play to their strengths.

“Now that doesn't mean that they don't
have to be able to run the ball, but I think
that the No. 1 goal on offense going into this
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game should not be to run the ball down their
throats. It should be to make big plays through
the air because you have Julian Sayin, you
have Jeremiah Smith, you have Carnell Tate.
That's where you have the advantage over
Michigan’s defense.”

For all the changes that the Wolverines
and Buckeyes have gone through since last
season, what has remained the same is that
Day’s group is better on paper.

The Buckeyes rank ahead of the Wol-
verines in passing offense, passing defense,
rushing defense, scoring offense and scoring
defense. But if last year is any proof, the un-
derdog cannot be ruled out of The Game un-
der any circumstances.

With Michigan having home-field advan-
tage, Hope does not feel very confident that
Ohio State will finally beat its rival.

“On paper, I think (Ohio State) should win,
but because of what happened last year, it
still kind of feels almost like a toss-up to me,”
Hope said. “If  were putting a percentage on it
right now, [ would probably put my confidence
level for Ohio State in that game somewhere
around 65 percent. I think Ohio State is the
better team. I think Ohio State should win.

“I think that Ohio State will play with more
confidence this year, because it has a national
championship now and because things have
gone so well this season, but it's on the road.
It's going to be one of the best rushing offens-
es they have faced all year and one of the best
defenses they have faced all year. I think Mich-
igan is capable of winning this game, and if
Ohio State doesn't play its A-game, it could
certainly lose.”

As BSB went to press, Michigan was 8-2
and 6-1 in the Big Ten. Lesmerises agreed
with Hope that the Wolverines aren’t better
than the Buckeyes but cautioned not to take
them for granted.

“I'hope Ohio State fans have learned not to
underestimate Michigan. I think that would be
a silly thing to do,” Lesmerises said. “Is Bryce
Underwood a perfect quarterback? No, he’s
not. He's a very young, talented quarterback
who is better than he was at the beginning
of the year. They have let him run at times. [
think they have two real running backs. I think
their offensive line still has an identity. It is
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probably not as good as it was (at their peak)
in 2023.

“They still have some good players on
the defensive line and good linebackers. I
think Wink Martindale is a good defensive
coordinator, but Ohio State is better. There’s
no doubt about it that Ohio State’s better. [
would give Ohio State a very good chance of
winning, except that you have to keep the door
open to something happening with Ohio State
that prevents them from playing their best.”

On the off chance that the Buckeyes are
outplayed and outscored by the Wolverines,
they would suffer their fifth straight loss in
The Game for the first time since the 1920s.

Ohio State’s fourth straight loss to Michi-
gan was followed by a reaction from the fan
base that was so negative the Day family had
to surround their house with armed guards.

Hope, Murphy and Lesmerises agreed
that even if a spot in the playoffs was already
wrapped up for the defending national cham-
pions, regardless of the result, a fifth straight
loss to Michigan would not be met kindly by
the Buckeye faithful.

“I'd like to think it wouldn't (be as nega-
tive as it was last year), but it probably will,
because it's that game, it's that rivalry,” Hope
said. “If you assume Ohio State doesn’'t have
an inexplicable loss against UCLA or Rut-
gers, even if they lose that game, they're still
going to be in the College Football Playoff, just
like we saw last year. Youd like to think that it
wouldn't be like, ‘Oh, my God, the sky is falling,
fire everybody, but that rivalry means so much
to this program.

“Honestly, the biggest thing for the fan
base is they are sick of having Michigan fans
in their ear for the last four years, talking
trash every day about how Ohio State can't
beat Michigan, about how Ryan Day can't beat
Michigan. The only way to stop that is to beat
them this year”

This story would normally run in the Mich-
igan Preview issue, but because many BSB
readers will not receive their Michigan Pre-
view before The Game, we are running it in
this issue so the story is not outdated when
you read it.
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OHIO STATE VS. RUTGERS

Rutgers Sputtering Through Challenging Season

By SAM CIPRIANI
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Coming off back-to-back winning sea-
sons for the first time since 2011-12, there
was a cautious sense of optimism surround-
ing the Rutgers football team heading into
the 2024 campaign.

Despite the program’s most success-
ful stretch in over a decade, that hope was
tempered by history. The Rutgers football
program has long been marred by inconsis-
tency and limited success, particularly since
joining the Big Ten in 2014, where the Scar-
let Knights have routinely struggled to keep
pace with the conference’s elite.

The same can be said for Rutgers during
the 2025 season.

The Scarlet Knights jumped out to a 3-0
record with two straight wins against two
of the top four teams in the Mid-American
Conference in Ohio (34-31 victory) and the
Miami RedHawks (45-17), as well as a 60-10
thrashing of FCS opponent Norfolk State.

Then Rutgers entered Big Ten play,
and the season quickly flipped on its head.
Against the Scarlet Knights’ first four Big
Ten opponents, Rutgers lost by an average
of 19.5 points per game. That average is
largely inflated by a 56-10 loss to then-No.
8 Oregon on Oct. 18, but losses to Big Ten
opponents have been a defining pattern of
Rutgers over the last decade. In the last six
seasons under head coach Greg Schiano,
the Scarlet Knights have a 15-37 record in
conference.

Following its four straight losses, Rut-
gers has gone 2-1 in its last three games.
That included a comeback win over Purdue
where kicker Jai Patel drilled two field goals
in the final 1:06 of the game to clinch a 27-
24 victory at Ross-Ade Stadium on Oct. 25,
as well as a 35-13 loss at Illinois on Nov. 1
and a 35-20 win over Maryland on Nov. 8 at
home.

Of its seven conference games, Rutgers
has played five opponents with six or more
wins, and all have been losses. Against Big
Ten teams with fewer than five wins, the
Scarlet Knights are 2-0, along with a perfect
3-0 vs. Group of Five and FCS competition.

Rutgers has a challenging final two
games to finish its season. Following an off
week, the Scarlet Knights now travel to Co-
lumbus to take on No. 1 Ohio State before
returning to Piscataway, NJ., for their sea-
son finale against Penn State in a matchup
that could ultimately decide Rutgers’ bowl
eligibility.

Schiano said that, although as a program
you always hope to win at least six games
and maintain bowl eligibility, his main goal
as a coach is to improve his team and play-
ers on a daily basis.

“Certainly, that is out there,” he said.
“The minimum of a year is that you want
to get to a bowl game. That is not our goal
around here. I've said this many times. We
did not come back just to do that. Do [ want
to do that? Yeah, I want to do that. I want to
do it for a lot of reasons. They deserve it.”

Rutgers’ highflying pass attack is the
highlight of the 5-5 team. The Scarlet
Knights are led by senior quarterback Athan
Kaliakmanis, who spent three years at Min-
nesota and started in 17 games for the Gold-

en Gophers before transferring to Rutgers
for the 2024 season.

He has thrown for 2,705 yards, the 13th-
best total in the FBS this season, while pass-
ing for 17 touchdowns and seven intercep-
tions. His 2,705 yards are the sixth most in
a single season in school history, and Kaliak-
manis is on pace to jump into the top five by
the end of the year.

The transfer quarterback’s 17 touch-
downs are 37th nationally, while his 62.3
completion percentage ranks 71st in the
country. He has minus-2 yards rushing on
80 attempts, a total heavily skewed by sacks,
but has still found the end zone three times
on the ground.

Schiano indicated that Kaliakmanis’
mentality is an example for the rest of the
Rutgers program of what they should strive
to be, adding that the senior quarterback is
a leader on and off the field.

“I'm really proud of Athan,” Schiano said.
“I said it before he came in here as a trans-
fer. We had an incoming quarterback, and he
had to beat the guy out. I love the way he did
it. Came in, didn’'t do politics, he didn't try
to become buddies. He came in and worked,
and everybody recognized that.

“Then he got the chance to be the start-
ing quarterback, at
midseason last year,
and his career took
off. I think he picked
it up where he left
off. This season has
been a little choppy.
To have back-to-back
2,500 (yard passing
seasons) and we still
have two games and
maybe more to play —
he’s been a great leader. I've said to people,
he’s taken over this team. He's not only the
leader of this offense, he's the leader of this
team.”

Kaliakmanis’' top wideouts consist of
sophomore KJ Duff, junior lan Strong and
senior DT Sheffield. Duff is the Scarlet
Knights' leading receiver, racking up 53
catches for 923 yards and six touchdowns,
averaging 92.3 yards per game, while
Strong follows close behind with 48 catches
for 716 yards and five scores in eight games.

Sheffield, Rutgers’ bona fide wide receiv-
er three, has hauled in 40 receptions for 532
and four touchdowns. The Scarlet Knights’
top three wide receivers account for 78.3
percent of the team’s total passing offense,
while the No. 4 pass catcher, tight end Ken-
ny Fletcher Jr., has 18 catches for 131 yards
through the air.

The Scarlet Knights' rushing attack, on
the other hand, has been solid, but not spec-
tacular.

Rutgers’ top ball carrier, sophomore run-
ning back Antwan Raymond, has rushed for
exactly 1,000 yards and 11 touchdowns on
200 carries. The Montreal, Quebec, native
has also added 15 catches for 163 yards and
a receiving score.

Raymond is coming off the best perfor-
mance of his career in the win over Mary-
land, a 41-carry, 240-yard, one-touchdown
day that had the sophomore earn Doak
Walker National Running Back of the Week
honors. As a whole, Rutgers is averaging

Greg Schiano

Get To Know ... Rutgers

= 2025 Record: 5-5, 2-5 Big Ten.

= Team Information: Offensive Formation
- Spread; Defensive Formation - 4-2-5;
Starters returning - Offense 5, Defense 1,
Specialists 1.

= Head Coach: Greg Schiano, 17th year at
Rutgers over two stints, 98-106.

= Series History: 11th meeting; Ohio State
leads 10-0.

= School Facts: Location - Piscataway,
N.J.; Enrollment - 69,000; Nickname -
Scarlet Knights; Colors - Scarlet; Confer-
ence - Big Ten; Stadium - SHI Stadium
(Surface - FieldTurf; Capacity - 52,454).

Top Offensive Players

Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD
Antwan Raymond 200 1,000 5.0 n
Ja'shon Benjamin 61 307 5.0 2
Passing Comp-Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT
A. Kaliakmanis 203-326 62.3 2,705 17-7
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD
KJ Duff 53 923 17.4 6
lan Strong 48 716 149 5
DT Sheffield 40 532 13.3 4
Kenny Fletcher 18 131 73 0

Team Offensive Stats
Points Per Game — 29.9

Rushing Yards Per Game — 143.1
Passing Yards Per Game — 277.4
Total Offense Avg. Per Game — 420.5

2025 Schedule

Date Opponent Time/Result (ET)
Aug.28 OHIO W, 34-31
Sept.6 MIAMI (OHIO) W, 45-17
Sept. 13 NORFOLK STATE W, 60-10
Sept. 19 IOWA L, 38-28
Sept. 27 at Minnesota L, 31-28
Oct. 10  at Washington L, 38-19
Oct.18  OREGON L, 56-10
Oct. 25 at Purdue W, 27-24
Nov.1  at lllinois L, 35-13
Nov.8 MARYLAND W, 35-20
Nov. 22 at Ohio State Noon
Nov.29 PENN STATE TBA

Top Defensive Players

Def. Leaders Solo Asst. Tot. TFL-Yards Sacks

Jett Elad 4 21 62 2.5-7 0-0
Kaj Sanders 34 23 57 0-0 0-0
Dariel Djabome 21 33 54 2.5-6 1-3
Abram Wright 24 27 51 0.5-1 0-0
Bo Mascoe 21 16 37 2-3 0-0
Interceptions No. Yds Avg D
Jett Elad 2 40 20.0 0
Bo Mascoe 1 68 68.0 0
Cam Miller 1 0 0 0

Team Defensive Stats

Points Per Game Allowed — 30.0

Rushing Yards Per Game Allowed — 196.5
Passing Yards Per Game Allowed — 229.0
Total Offense Avg. Per Game Allowed — 425.5

just 143.1 yards per ground, the 86th-best
rushing attack in the FBS.

Along Rutgers’ offensive line are left tack-
le Tyler Needham, left guard Byran Felter,
center Gus Zilinskas, right guard Kwabena
Asamoah, and right tackle Taj White. The
Scarlet Knights’ front five has allowed 3.1
sacks per game, the 124th-best rate in the
country.

The Scarlet Knights' defense, however, is
Rutgers’ Achilles’ heel. Rutgers is allowing
30 points per game, the nation’s 106th-best
mark, over 10 games this season, while the
Scarlet Knights' rush defense is particularly
problematic. Rutgers is allowing a whop-
ping 196.5 yards per game to rank 123rd in
yards allowed on the ground.

Defensively, the Scarlet Knights are led
by safeties Jett Elad and Kaj Sanders. Elad
has a team-leading 62 tackles (41 solo),
two interceptions and one forced fumble.
Sanders has brought down defenders for
57 tackles (34 solo) and recorded one pass
breakup. The pair has also served as two of
Rutgers’ three main punt returners, along
with the wide receiver Sheffield.

At cornerback, the Scarlet Knights fea-
ture seniors Jacobie Henderson and Cam
Miller as well as junior Bo Mascoe. Hender-
son and Miller are tied for Rutgers’ lead with
five breakups each, while Mascoe is third on
the team with three. Overall, Rutgers’ sec-
ondary is allowing 229.0 passing yards per
contest.

On its defensive line, Rutgers showcas-
es starting defensive ends Eric O’Neill and
Jordan Walker on the edge, as well as defen-
sive tackles Keshon Griffin and Zaire Angoy
among an interior line group that rotates
frequently. The pair of interior linemen has
been inconsistent on a unit that struggles
against the run, combining for just 21 tack-

les and three TFLs this season.

O’Neill is the Scarlet Knights’ team lead-
er with 7Y2 tackles for loss and 22 sacks,
while his counterpart, Walker, has added 27
tackles, 2v2 TFLs and one sack. Senior line-
man Bradley Weaver has been a key rota-
tional player on the defensive front, starting
the last five games while ranking second on
the team with 3% tackles for loss and tied
for first with 2V2 sacks.

Manning the middle of the field are Scar-
let Knights linebackers Dariel Djabome and
Abram Wright.

Djabome has arguably been Rutgers’
best defender outside of its safeties, rank-
ing third on the team with 55 tackles while
tacking on 22 TFLs, two forced fumbles
and one fumble recovery. Wright has also
been solid, taking down opposing offensive
players for 50 tackles and breaking up two
passes.

Following Rutgers’ victory against Mary-
land, Schiano praised his team’s effort and
improvement but said the Scarlet Knights’
defense still must continue to grow to reach
its full potential.

“We are a long way from being what we
want to be, but we are making incremental
improvement,” Schiano said. “That’s all I
asked them to do is just keep getting a lit-
tle bit better every day. We're playing from
behind. We're getting better, but we've got
work to do. I'm proud of them. Giving up
three points in the second half, that looked
like real defense.”

On special teams, Rutgers kicker Patel
has buried just 12 of 17 field goals (70.6 per-
cent), while making 33 of 35 extra-point at-
tempts. Jakob Anderson handles the punting
and averages 43.5 with a long of 68 and 7 of
his 26 punts landing inside the 20.
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Nov. 22 = Noon = FOX
Ohio Stadium; Columbus

Rutgers at Ohio State

Projected Depth Charts

WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL...

7 Cam Miller, 6-0, 192, Sr.
29 Sebastian Jusma, 6-1, 190, Sr.

5 Kaj Sanders, 6-1, 197, So.

9 Jett Elad, 6-0, 202, Sr. 20 Chris Joines, 6-2, 200, Sr.

38 Timmy Ward, 6-0, 195, Sr.

8 DARIEL DJABOME, 6-2, 237, SR.
47 Austin Dean, 6-2, 228, Sr.

6 Abram Wright, 6-1, 221, Jr.
4 Sam Robinson, 6-3, 222, So.

10 Jacobie Henderson, 5-11, 198, Sr.|
21 Al-Shadee Salaam, 5-10, 188, Sr.

3 Bo Mascoe, 5-11, 185, Jr.

24 Kevin Levy, 6-0, 190, So. 96 Keshon Griffin, 6-4, 301, Sr.

92 Darold DeNgohe, 6-2, 298, Jr.

1Jordan Walker, 6-4, 268, Sr.
14 Jordan Thompson, 6-2, 272, Sr.

55 Zaire Angoy, 6-3, 301, Sr.
97 Oliver Billotte, 6-4, 298, Sr.

®

T

4 JEREMIAH SMITH, 6-3, 215, So.
11 Quincy Porter, 6-4, 205, Fr.

99 Eric O'Neill, 6-3, 261, Sr.
94 Bradley Weaver, 6-4, 267, Sr.

87

67 Austin Siereveld, 6-5, 320, R-So.
69 lan Moore, 6-6, 309, R-Fr.

75 Carson Hinzman, 6-5, 300, R-Jr.
62 Joshua Padilla, 6-4, 300, R-So.

70 Phillip Daniels, 6-5, 315, R-So.
69 lan Moore, 6-6, 309, R-Fr.

17 CARNELL TATE, 6-3, 191, JR.
13 Bryson Rodgers, 6-2, 185, R-So.

77 TEGRA TSHABOLA, 6-6, 327, R-JR.
62 Joshua Padilla, 6-4, 300, Jr.

@ 10 Julian Sayin, 6-1, 203, R-Fr. @

3 Lincoln Kienholz, 6-3, 207, R-So.

51, Luke Montgomery, 6-5, 308, Jr.
76 Jake Cook, 6-5, 295, Fr.

42 Joe McGuire, 6-2, 212, R-So
19 Nick McLarty, 6-7, 255, R-Fr,,

86 Max Klare, 6-4, 236, R-Jr. OR
89 Will Kacmarek, 6-6, 260, R-Sr.
15 Jelani Thurman, 6-6, 258, R-So.
1 Brandon Inniss, 6-0, 203, Jr.
5 Mylan Graham, 6-1, 185, R-Fr.

25 Bo Jackson, 6-0, 217, Fr.
12 CJ Donaldson, 6-2, 237, Sr.

38 JAYDEN FIELDING, 6-0, 175, JR.

96 Jackson Courville, 5-10, 185, Jr. — Starters in bold, returning starters in all caps

WHEN RUTGERS HAS THE BALL...

18 Jaylen McClain, 6-0, 192, So. 3 Lorenzo Styles Jr., 6-1, 195, R-Sr.
28 Leroy Roker IlI, 6-0, 197, R-Fr. 7 Jermaine Mathews Jr,, 5-11, 189, Jr.

@ 8 Arvell Reese, 6-4, 238, Jr. @

26 Payton Pierce, 6-2, 223, So.
7 Jermaine Mathews Jr., 5-11, 189, Jr.
6 Devin Sanchez, 6-2, 185, Fr.

98 Kayden McDonald, 6-3, 326, Jr. 92 Caden Curry, 6-3, 260, Sr.
53 Will Smith Jr, 6-4, 288, R-So. 15 Zion Grady, 6-4, 258, Fr.

@ @

2 CALEB DOWNS, 6-0, 205, JR.
10 Faheem Delane, 6-1, 210, Fr.

0 SONNY STYLES, 6-4, 235, SR.
23 Garrett Stover, 6-1, 220, R-Fr.

96 Eddrick Houston, 6-3, 270, So. OR

97 Kenyatta Jackson Jr., 6-6, 265, R-Jr. 95 Tywone Malone Jr., 6-4, 301, R-Sr.

14 Beau Atkinson, 6-6, 258, R-Jr.

1DAVISON IGBINOSUN, 6-2, 193, SR.
5 Aaron Scott Jr, 6-0, 185,, So.

54 Taj White, 6-5, 308, Sr.
79 Justin Cesaire, 6-4, 314, Sr.

56 Tyler Needham, 6-4, 306, Sr. 59 GUS ZILINSKAS, 6-2, 305, SR.
74 Moshood Guwa, 6-6, 320, Jr. 73 Terrence Salami, 6-2, 306, Sr

65 BRYAN FELTER, 6-3, 307, SR.

71 John Stone, 6-2, 302, Jr.

16 ATHAN KALIAKMANIS, 6-3, 212, SR.
10 AJ Surace, 6-2, 212, So.

69 KWABENA ASAMOAH, 6-2, 311, SR.

67 Chris Vigna, 6-5, 302, Fr.
12 Kenny Fletcher Jr., 6-3, 252, Sr.
18 Colin Weber, 6-4, 258, Sr.
0 DT Sheffield, 5-10, 175, Sr.
7 Dylan Braithwaite, 5-9, 181, Jr.

8 KJ Duff, 6-6, 225, So.
83 Dino Kaliakmanis, 6-1, 199, Sr.

94 Jakob Anderson, 6-2, 192, So. ?

9 IAN STRONG, 6-3, 211, JR.
17 Ben Black, 6-0, 184, So.

¢

3 Antwan Raymond, 5-11, 205, So.
20 Ja'shon Benjamin, 5-9, 203, Jr.
44 JAl PATEL, 5-9, 180, Sr.

29 Dane Pizzaro, 6-2, 190, So. — Depth charts compiled by Greg Wilson

How We See It

OHIO STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs.
RUTGERS RUSH DEFENSE

Ohio State can run the football, but it should remain a luxury,
not a necessity. Imagine if the coaches adopted a run-first philoso-
phy. The last time that happened was the last time OSU lost. None-
theless, the Buckeyes ran for 222 yards on a 6.7 average and four
scores against UCLA, led by Bo Jackson's 112 yards (7.5 per carry)
and one touchdown. He had a 32-yard run, and Isaiah West add-
ed a 38-yarder among his 61 yards (7.6) and a TD. James Peoples
hurdled his way with a spectacular 19-yard touchdown. Rutgers,
under former Ohio State associate head coach/defensive coordi-
nator Greg Schiano (2016-18), has the Scarlet Knights to 5-5 (2-5
Big Ten) and desperately needs one more win to be bowl eligible.
They haven't played since a 35-20 victory vs. Maryland on Nov. 8.
Rutgers allows 196.5 yards rushing per game, which is 123rd of the
134 FBS schools. Opponents are gaining a hefty 6.6 yards per carry.
Those numbers rocketed when Maryland ran for 305 yards on 29
carries (105 avg.) with quarterback Malik Washington going wild
for 164 yards on just eight attempts (20.5), including a 73-yarder.
Nolan Ray added a 53-yarder for a 15.4 average on five rushes for
77 yards. EDGE: OHIO STATE

RUTGERS RUSH OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE RUSH DEFENSE
The Scarlet Knights struggle in the ground game, ranking
86th with 1431 yards a game (3.7 per rush). Despite that, Ant-
wan Raymond is a threat, gaining exactly 1,000 yards (5.0) to go
with 11 touchdowns and a long of 51. Against Maryland, he tied a
program record with 41 carries for a career-high 240 yards and a
touchdown. Ja'Shon Benjamin has 307 yards (5.0). UCLA gained
only 68 yards (2.7) rushing vs. the Buckeyes, but that's with a ca-
veat. Bruins dual-threat QB Nico lamaleava, who leads the team
in rushing, did not play. EDGE: OHIO STATE

OHIO STATE PASS OFFENSE vs.
RUTGERS PASS DEFENSE

The Buckeyes were without injured star receiver Carnell Tate
for a second straight game, and Jeremiah Smith played only the
first half, making four catches for 40 yards. Brandon Inniss stepped
up with a career-high six catches, good for 30 yards, and tight end
Max Klare's five receptions went for 26 yards. Seven players had
at least two catches. Julian Sayin, possibly hampered by an ankle
sprain, was off his game. After opening 11 for 11 for 100 yards, he
finished 23 of 31 for 184 yards and a TD. Rutgers concedes 229.0
yards per game to rank 83rd. Maryland gained just 98 yards pass-
ing, but of course, most of the damage was on the ground. The
Scarlet Knights have 10 sacks, which averages out to one a game.
Eric O'Neill and Bradley Weaver have 2V2 each. O'Neill also leads
with 7% tackles for loss. EDGE: OHIO STATE

RUTGERS PASS OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE PASS DEFENSE
Athan Kaliakmanis had a big game against Maryland, ty-
ing his career best with four touchdown passes, including 45-,
5- and 14-yarders to wide receiver lan Strong. Kaliakmanis has
thrown for 2,705 yards and 17 touchdowns, with seven intercep-
tions. He's completed 62.3 percent while averaging 270.5 yards
a game. Rutgers has allowed 31 sacks for 172 yards. KJ Duff is
the leading receiver. He has 53 catches for 923 yards (17.4) with
along of 72. Strong's 48 receptions have gone for 716 yards (14.9)
and five scores. With lamaleava out, UCLA's Luke Duncan made
his first career start and had a rude introduction. He had 21 yards
through two quarters, but he tossed a 51-yarder and an 18-yard
TD in the third quarter and for the game was 16 of 23 for 154
yards. EDGE: OHIO STATE

SPECIAL TEAMS

Lorenzo Styles Jr's 100-yard kickoff return was the first for
the Buckeyes in 15 years. Caden Curry had a blocked punt, sort
of, when the ball happened to hit him. Rutgers’ Jai Patel has
made 12 of 17 field goals. His long is 51 on the lone try from 50
and beyond. Punter Jakob Anderson averages 43.5 yards. The
Scarlet Knights have blocked three punts, all for touchdowns.
EDGE: EVEN

INTANGIBLES
Rutgers should not present a problem, but Schiano loves
gadget plays, and why not? The Buckeyes' biggest opponent
will be complacency. Another week, another mismatch. How well
prepared are they for a real test? EDGE: EVEN

STAFF PREDICTION
Being the final home game should be enough incentive to
energize what could be a sleepy noon crowd. The goal will be to
get out of it injury-free. OHIO STATE 42, RUTGERS 7
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Mathews Provides Spark On Buckeye Defense

By SAM CIPRIANI
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Whether Jermaine Mathews Jr. is ral-
lying teammates or igniting energy with
a play, his voice and unwavering intensity
reverberate across the Buckeye secondary.

In his breakout campaign this season,
Mathews has emerged as a major con-
tributor and shutdown cornerback on the
nation’s No. 1 defense, using his voice and
relentless competitiveness to fuel a season
that’s seen the junior play both inside and
outside.

As he’s grown more comfortable in his
role at Ohio State, Mathews has embraced
being a vocal leader on the field, some-
thing he said doesn’t always come natural-
ly to every Buckeye.

“A lot of guys we have, they’re great foot-
ball players, but they don’t talk as much,
they're not very vocal,” Mathews said. “I
think I'm making up for that or just giving
everybody confidence to know that we're
the best. So we are going to go out there
and trust in each other and know that ev-
erybody’s going to do their job.”

That steady rise in confidence has been
years in the making.

A product of Winton Woods High
School in Cincinnati, Mathews committed
to Ohio State as the No. 47 overall player
and the No. 5 cornerback, and he was the
top player in Ohio in the 2023 class.

In his freshman season at Ohio State,
Mathews wasn't yet the star he’s become
today, but he showed flashes of promise
throughout the season as a reserve be-
hind starting cornerback Denzel Burke.
Mathews totaled 13 tackles (nine solo),
had three pass breakups and took his only
interception back 58 yards to the house
against Western Kentucky.

Mathews’ most impressive perfor-
mance came in one of Ohio State’s most
important games of the season. In the
No. 3 Buckeyes’' 20-12 win over No. 7
Penn State, Mathews had what was a ca-
reer-high three tackles and a pass break-
up in relief of the injured Burke, spurring
former defensive coordinator Jim Knowles
to praise the young cornerback after the
game.

“The kid has moxie,” Knowles said. “I
don’t think he knew how big a moment
it was, and that’s not a bad thing. He just
went out and played, made some tackles,
didn’t flinch at the moment of truth. I'm re-
ally proud of him. He’s a good player.”

It wasn’t just Knowles who saw the po-
tential in Mathews.

During the offseason between 2023
and 2024, head coach Ryan Day made it
clear he had complete belief in Mathews,
citing his competitive spirit and natural
ability as the basis of that trust early on,
while adding that Mathews needed to im-
prove upon his discipline and the founda-
tion of his early skills.

“He has quickness and he has twitch
and he’s competitive,” Day said. “That’s a
guy who has a lot of talent. He has to con-
tinue to build discipline in his life — very
important — and he can be a contributor.
You see the talent there, and he has to have
a good preseason for us, but the talent is

definitely there.”

In Mathews’ sophomore campaign, the
5-11, 190-pound cornerback did just that.

Mathews proved to be a spark plug for
Ohio State’s national championship team
in 2024, playing behind Burke and rotat-
ing in at times with Burke struggling at
points.

The sophomore saw time in each of
the Buckeyes’ 16 contests on the way to a
national title, once again setting personal
milestones in tackles (22, 14 solo), tackles
for loss (2Y2) and sacks (one).

However, in following the national
championship, the Buckeyes faced chang-
es in the secondary, with Burke and Jordan
Hancock entering the NFL draft.

Knowles left to take the same posi-
tion at rival Penn State. Two weeks after
Knowles’ departure for the Nittany Lions,
Ohio State hired former Detroit Lions
head coach and longtime New England Pa-
triots defensive coordinator Matt Patricia
to replace him as the Buckeyes’ defensive
play-caller.

Just before Ohio State’s spring game in
mid-April, Mathews noted where he want-
ed to sharpen his game heading into the
fall and how he was getting more comfort-
able in Patricia’s new defensive system.

“(I've improved) my technique, the fun-
damentals of the game, and I've gone back
to square one, making sure my foundation
is right when we get to August,” Mathews
said in April. “We also have a new defense,
so we are learning the scheme and getting
the scheme down as well. I really like this
scheme and how Patricia is engaged with
the guys, and his impact on us has shown.”

Now a full-time starter, Mathews has
been able to improve upon an already
solid season. In Patricia’s new defensive
scheme, the junior cornerback has show-
cased his versatility, playing in multiple
spots on Ohio State’s defense.

Mathews was tested early in the sea-
son, and he responded in emphatic fash-
ion. In one of the most anticipated Week
1 games ever, Mathews and Ohio State
made a statement to the entire nation in
their 14-7 victory over No. 1 Texas.

The junior recorded three tackles and,
most notably, had a third-quarter intercep-
tion of Longhorn quarterback Arch Man-
ning that led to the game-clinching touch-
down pass from quarterback Julian Sayin
to wide receiver Carnell Tate on the fol-
lowing Buckeye drive. Following the win,
Mathews was named one of Ohio State’s
players of the game.

Tate, who caught the 40-yard bomb that
ultimately sealed Ohio State’s win, said
Mathews had welcomed an increased role
as a starter and that he has always been
ready for the moment.

“I'm very excited for Jermaine,” Tate
said. “He’'s embraced a bigger role, and
he’s ready for it. He's put in so much work,
and then for him to go out there and make
those plays, it meant a lot, and I'm just
proud of him.”

Before Ohio State’s Week 4 matchup
with Washington, Mathews reflected on
his past two years, stating he’s grateful to
see his hard work paying off and that he’s
learned to embrace the process.

“This was a tough last two years for

me,” Mathews said. “It's important to keep
the right mindset and know that you came
here for a reason, you did this for a reason
and bought into the process, so you can
just enjoy it. I enjoy every second of it.”

In 2025, Patricia has also used
Mathews as a blitzer when Mathews slides
inside, allowing the cornerback to rush the
passer on the line of scrimmage — a new
dimension of his game that the junior has
been thrilled to showcase.

Mathews said it always puts a smile on
his face when Patricia calls for a corner-
back blitz, stating that he has to dampen
his excitement to make sure he doesn't tip
his blitzes.

“It comes (from) being a savvy football
player,” said Mathews of being able to ex-
ecute the corner blitz. “You have to know
where you're supposed to be and not show
it too early. You don’t want to tip your blitz
and things like that. You have to under-
stand the game, and I think Coach Patricia
has been a great help in that. The whole
defense, everybody’s learning a lot of ball.”

In addition to his skills in rushing the
passer and dropping back in coverage,
Mathews has also shown the capacity to
play both outside and slot cornerback.

After nickel back Lorenzo Styles ]Jr.
went down with an injury in Ohio State’s
42-3 win over Minnesota on Oct. 4, the
graduate cornerback missed the Buck-
eyes’ next two contests against Illinois and
Wisconsin.

Patricia shifted Mathews inside to the
slot and placed freshman corner Devin
Sanchez at the perimeter, putting the ju-
nior in a role he'd never taken on in live
game action before this season.

Mathews shone in his first start as the
nickel and was all over the field in Ohio
State’s 34-16 win at Illinois. In the first
quarter, Mathews deflected a pass from
Illini quarterback Luke Altmyer, allowing
Ohio State linebacker Payton Pierce to
bring in the interception. Then, in the third
quarter, he strip-sacked Altmyer, setting
up defensive end Caden Curry to recover
the fumble. Both drives led to Ohio State
touchdowns.

Mathews’ impact on the game didn't
go unnoticed by the coaching staff. In his
postgame press conference, Day highlight-
ed how the junior’'s preparation allowed
him to excel in an unfamiliar role.

“For Jermaine to move inside the way
he did says a lot about his preparation. It’s
one thing to go through a walk-through,”
Day said. “It’s another thing to go through
practice. When you are now a nickel and
you now have to fit the run, you have to hit
the blitzes, the coverage, everything hap-
pens a little bit faster when you get closer
to the ball.

“For him to be able to do that and play
the way he did says a lot about his prepa-
ration, but also give credit to (cornerbacks
coach) Tim Walton and the work that they
did during the week. That was well done.
Depth is going to get challenged. When
you have multiple guys that can play mul-
tiple positions, that’s creating depth. That
was a good sign from Jermaine.”

Through 10 games in 2025, Mathews
was on pace to smash his career highs in
almost every statistical category, racking

FILE PHOTO
TURNING A CORNER — Jermaine
Mathews Jr. has developed into a
reliable cornerback in a career that
started slowly. The junior has also
become a vocal leader on the best
defense in the country.

up 17 tackles (12 solo), 1% tackles for
loss, three pass breakups, one sack and
one forced fumble.

He added his second interception of the
season in Ohio State’s 34-10 win over Pur-
due on Nov. 8 on a deflected pass by safety
Caleb Downs, taking it back 23 yards.

Believing his versatility is what sep-
arates him from most defensive backs,
Mathews said he feels comfortable playing
both outside and in the slot, despite the po-
sitional differences.

“I think I'm a complete corner,’
Mathews said. “I think I can do whatever
you ask me to do in the back end. I can
play all the positions in the back end, to be
honest with you. I bring that energy, and |
think that 'm a complete corner.”

Mathews makes it a point to set the
tone off the field, fostering a positive cul-
ture for Ohio State in the locker room.
Mathews’ presence goes far beyond the
field. The cornerback has played a crucial
role as one of the leaders of the Buckeyes,
Patricia said.

“You feel Jermaine every time you step
on the field or in the meeting room,” Patri-
cia said. “He’s a great young man. He’s got
unbelievable energy about him.”
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George Carries Buckeyes Past Golden Gophers

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is celebrating
the 30th anniversary of Eddie George's 1995
Heisman Trophy win this season with a game-
by-8ame look at his march to college football’s
most coveted award. In this issue BSB looks
at Ohio State’s 49-21 win over Minnesota on
Nov. 4, 1995.

By MARCUS HARTMAN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Ohio State’s ninth game of the 1995 sea-
son was unique for a multitude of reasons.
It was played at night, inside and on artificial
turf.

The Buckeyes also ended up playing most
of the game without one of their breakout stars
on offense, but that only served to bolster Ed-
die George's Heisman Trophy campaign and
set the stage for something even bigger.

George To The Rescue

Coach John Cooper’s Buckeyes traveled
to Minnesota with an opportunity to start the
season 9-0 for the first time since 1979.

The Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome in
Minneapolis served as the site for a relatively
rare Big Ten night game, a unique setting for
an Ohio State team coming off consecutive
wins at home in the elements over Purdue
and Iowa on the Prescription Athletic Turf of
Ohio Stadium.

The Metrodome turf provided a fast track
for the Ohio State offensive machine, but it
soon robbed the Buckeyes of one of their key
cogs.

Terry Glenn entered the night looking to
break Cris Carter’s record for receiving yards
in a season at Ohio State. He did that with
Carter, a member of the Minnesota Vikings, in
attendance, but it came at a cost.

The OSU junior’s tendency for acrobatic
catches giveth and taketh as he went high in
the air to pull down a 45-yard catch from Bob-
by Hoying then bounced hard off the turf. That
left him with a slight shoulder separation and
ended his night with three catches for 103
yards in the game and 1,151 for the season.

Into the void stepped George.

Ohio State’s burly, bruising tailback not
only ran for 178 yards and three touchdowns
in the 49-21 Buckeye victory but also caught
eight passes for 86 yards in front of 46,418
fans.

Start Slow, Finish Fast

Despite not having top running back Chris
Dawkins because of an ankle injury and los-
ing starting quarterback Corey Sauter to a
knee injury in the first half, the Golden Go-
phers controlled the game early against the
Buckeyes.

Jason Murdock replaced Sauter and threw
a 10-yard touchdown pass to Tutu Atwell to
put the Gophers on top 14-7 late in the first
quarter, but the Buckeyes scored the next 42
points.

Hoying started the scoring blitz with a
9-yard touchdown run. Then George scored
from 11 yards out before his backup, Pepe
Pearson, got in on the act with an 18yard
touchdown run.

Hoying hit tight end Rickey Dudley for a
9-yard touchdown pass with 44 seconds left
in the second quarter to stake the Buckeyes

to a 35-14 halftime lead, and they tacked on
two more touchdowns in the third to put the
game away.

George supplied both of those, first break-
ing away for a career-long 87-yard touchdown
jaunt then scoring from a yard out.

“The play was designed to go left, but there
were three defenders out there,” George said
of the 87-yarder, which was the third longest
in Ohio State history at the time. “I just cut it
back underneath and put my head down, try-
ing to do what I could, and it was wide open.”

Minnesota added a garbage-time touch-
down to set the final score, but that was far
too little too late for coach Jim Wacker’s team.

“They whupped us as bad as anyone can
whup you,” said Wacker, who lamented the
world would not get to see Ohio State face No.
1 Nebraska at the end of the season because
of the Rose Bowl not being part of the Bowl
Alliance.

Hoying ended the day 16-for-24 passing
for 287 yards with two touchdowns and no
interceptions while backups Stanley Jackson
and Tom Hoying (Bob's brother) both saw ac-
tion, too.

Pearson added 71 yards rushing to
George’s efforts, and Ohio State ultimately
outgained the Golden Gophers 590-370.

“They were not stopping us,” Cooper said.
“I felt like it was a matter of time before we got
them stopped.”

Ohio State junior nose tackle Luke Fickell
said the defense had to work out a few things
before clamping down.

“They were smoking at the beginning, and
we had some miscommunication,” Fickell
said.

Just Keep Winning

Despite its perfect record, Ohio State had
not secured anything to that point in the sea-
son.

The Buckeyes moved up to No. 2 in the na-
tion thanks to Florida State losing to No. 24
Virginia on the previous Thursday night, but
that would not put them in position to face the
powerful Cornhuskers on New Year’s Day be-
cause the Big Ten, as mentioned, was not part
of the Bowl Alliance that agreed to pit the top
two teams in the country against each other if
possible in a bowl game.

The Big Ten’s champion would still go to
the Rose Bowl regardless, and that was still
up for grabs thanks to a surprising North-
western victory. The sixth-ranked Wildcats
improved to 8-1 overall and 6-0 in the Big Ten
by beating No. 12 Penn State 21-10 the day
Ohio State topped Minnesota. That matched
their most wins since 1948, which was also
the only season they made the Rose Bowl.

On the bright side for the Buckeyes, Ohio
State would get the tiebreaker for the Rose
Bowl if they both ended up 8-0 in confer-
ence play because the Wildcats lost to Miami
(Ohio) in Week 2 after opening the season
with a shocking win over Notre Dame.

Michigan went into the weekend No. 7
but was upset by rival Michigan State 28-25.
MSU’s Tony Banks threw for 318 yards and
crippled the Wolverines' hopes of winning the
Big Ten by handing them their second confer-
ence loss of the season, despite Tim Biakabu-
tuka running for 191 yards for the Maize and
Blue.

“We figure we've got to win out,” Cooper

said. “That’s the way I approach it. It would
be nice to get some help from somebody else.
We've got three games left. We have to take
care of business.”

Moving Up The List

George passed Carlos Snow to move into
fourth in career rushing yards at Ohio State.

His 3,119 yards trailed No. 3 Keith Byars
by 89, but that left him well within striking
distance when the Buckeyes played host to
Illinois at Ohio Stadium the following week.

With three regular-season games remain-
ing — Illinois and Indiana at home, Michigan
on the road — he had already put together a
noteworthy season and career.

Not bad for someone who told reporters in
the week before the Minnesota game that he
was “a lazy kid.”

“I wouldn't do anything all day except be
a couch potato, watch TV and eat sweets,”
George recalled of growing up in Philadel-

phia.

Perhaps that was the inspiration for his
mother to ship him off to military school in
Virginia, a decision that proved to be wise.

“My first year at Fork Union, [ would try to
get out of stuff,” George recalled. “I was con-
tent with my position, but when it came down
to crunch time my senior year, I had to focus
on what [ wanted to do, where [ wanted to go.
I guess a lot of people had negative stuff to say
about me, stuff like ‘Oh, you'll never play at a
Division I school, you're too slow!

“That was my fuel.”

By his senior year at Ohio State, Cooper
was describing George as one of the hardest
workers on his team.

“In the summer, the players ran every day
at 12:30,” Cooper said. “He'd come back and
run at 6 p.m., too. We have to chase him out
of there.”
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Buckeyes Land Versatile 2026 Commitment

Ohio State continues to add to its 2026
recruiting class, now with a former Tennes-
see commit — North Forney, Texas, four-star
athlete Legend Bey (5-11, 175) — flipping to
Ohio State on Nov. 10.

RECRUITING
OUTLOOK

Greg Wilson

Bey is a quarterback at his high school
but will be used as a running back by the
Buckeyes when he gets on campus. He also
has the ability to move into the slot and could
return kicks as well with his 10.23-second
100-meter track speed.

He is considered the No. 361 player in
the country, the No. 24 athlete and the No.
47 player in the state of Texas.

However, some recruiting analysts don't
believe that his ranking reflects the poten-
tial impact he could have on the Buckeyes
when he arrives on campus.

“The most explosive player in the Lone
Star State commits to Ohio State,” said On3
national recruiting analyst Steve Wiltfong.
“Think of a modern-day Curtis Samuel. He
can play running back, receiver, slot or re-
turn game. He'’s an absolute weapon.

“This is a huge flip from Tennessee. The
Vols sent (head coach) Josh Heupel down (to
Texas) to try to keep him in the class. Tex-
as extended a late offer. But it’s Ohio State,
lead recruiter Carlos Locklyn and Ryan Day
adding Legend Bey to their recruiting class.”

The Buckeyes missed on Bey when
he originally committed to the Volunteers
in June, although they were one of his top
schools at the time, along with Duke, Texas
A&M and West Virginia. But Ohio State was
able to ultimately land him months later.

In the 2025 season, Bey has passed for
1,138 yards, 14 touchdowns and two inter-
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ceptions while rushing for 1,356 yards and
23 touchdowns in just nine games.

Buckeyes Add
Weekend Commits

Ohio State recruiting has been on a
heater in the month of November, and that
continued over the weekend of its 48-10
win over UCLA.

On Now. 15, the Buckeyes got a commit-
ment from Cibolo (Texas) Steele four-star
safety Eli Johnson (6-3, 200) a few hours
before the win. Then, on the morning
of Nov. 16, they got a commitment from
Buford, Ga., four-star defensive end Dre
Quinn (6-4, 228).

Quinn had been committed to Clemson
until the Tigers’ poor start to the season,
and on his visit to Columbus for the win
over the Bruins, he decided that he wanted
to be at Ohio State.

A 2026 prospect, Quinn is rated the No.
391 player in the country, the No. 36 edge
rusher and the No. 43 player in the state of
Georgia. He is the sixth defensive lineman
in the class, joining the previously most re-
cent flip, Bessemer (Ala.) City four-star de-
fensive lineman Emanuel Ruffin (6-4, 295),
who flipped to OSU from Colorado a week
before Quinn did.

Johnson becomes the second high-
estrated player in the Buckeyes' 2027
class as the No. 114 player in the country,
the No. 10 safety and the No. 15 player in
the state of Texas.

He is the sixth commitment in the class
and the third of the month after Liberty
Center, Ohio, four-star interior offensive
lineman Kellen Wymer (6-5, 265) and St.
Clairsville, Ohio, three-star interior line-
man Mason Wilt (6-5, 295) both committed
on Now. 2.

It's still early in the cycle, but Ohio
State’s 2027 class ranks No. 3 overall ac-
cording to 247 Sports, while the 2026 class
is still at No. 7 in the country after Quinn’s
commitment.

Day Looks For
Versatile Prepsters

The day after Bey's commitment, Day
was asked about positional versatility
when it comes to recruiting and how much
of a factor it can be when taking a look at
high school players.

He said that it's a major factor these
days, given the way college football is going
with shrinking rosters.

“Not to give away trade secrets, but
nowadays, if you're a one-position-only guy,
you better be elite,” Day said. “If you're an
offensive lineman that can play guard and
tackle, if youre a receiver that can block
and run, if you're a linebacker that can play
on the edge, a nickel that can play corner,
a safety that can play down, all of those
things come into play.

“The versatility is important because
every year we know this roster is getting
shorter and shorter. We're going to get to
just over 100 people on that team, so that
means everyone has to be versatile. That
means guys who are on the field and also
scout-team guys.”

When Day says that, it definitely seems
like he means it. You need look no further

OSU Football 2026 Commitments

Player(s) in the class of 2026 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Favour Akih RB 6-0 190 K*kkk Delaware (Ohio) Rutherford B. Hayes
Legend Bey ATH  5-1 175  *xKkk North Forney, Texas
Khmari Bing S 6-0 190 k% Baltimore St. Frances Academy
Brock Boyd WR 6-2 183 Kk k % Southlake (Texas) Carroll
Blaine Bradford S; 6-1 207 Kk kkk Baton Rouge (La.) Catholic
Landry Brede oT 6-5 280 Kkkk Mentor, Ohio
Cameron Brickle DL 6-2 305 kkx Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy
Simeon Caldwell S 6-3 185 Kk hkx*k Jacksonville (Fla.) The Bolles School
Kayden Dixon-Wyatt WR 6-2 180 Kk kkk Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei
Luke Fahey QB 6-0 185  kkk Mission Viejo, Calif
Sam Greer oT 6-7 310 Kk kk Akron Hoban
Jerquaden Guilford WR 6-3 190 Kk kxk Fort Wayne (Ind.) Northrop
Chris Henry Jr. WR 6-5 205 Kk kkkk Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei
Cincere Johnson LB 6-3 225 Kk kk Cleveland Glenville
Jamir Perez DL 6-4 360 Kkkx*k Cleveland Glenville
Dre Quinn DL 6-4 228 kkkx Buford, Ga
Jaeden Ricketts WR 6-0 187 Kk k% Pataskala (Ohio) Watkins Memorial
Maxwell Riley oT 6-5 280 KKkkx% Avon Lake, Ohio
Emanuel Ruffin DL 6-4 295 Kk Kk k Bessemer (Ala.) City
CJ Sanna LB 6-3 225 kkkxk Lewis Center (Ohio) Olentangy
Damari Simeon DL 6-3 275 Kk kkk Richland (N.J.) St. Augustine Prep
Tucker Smith oL 6-5 280 Kk Kk Glendale (Ariz.) Sandra Day O'Connor
Jordan Thomas CB 6-1 185 Kk kkk Oradell (N.J.) Bergen Catholic
Jay Timmons CB 5-1 185  kkkxk Gibsonia (Pa.) Pine-Richland
Khary Wilder DE 6-4 260 Kk ok k Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra
Mason Wilhelm oL 6-4 285 < kk*k Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward

OSU Football 2027 Commitments

Player(s) in the class of 2027 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Jamier Brown WR 5-1 170 Xk k% % Huber Heights (Ohio) Wayne
Brady Edmunds QB 6-5 215 * % Kk k Huntington Beach, Calif.
Eli Johnson S 6-3 200 Kk kkk Cibolo (Texas) Steele
Angelo Smith S 5-10 170 %% Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade-Madonna
Mason Wilt oT 6-5 265 Kk *x St. Clairsville, Ohio
Kellen Wymer oT 6-5 265 kkk*k Liberty Center, Ohio

OSU Football 2028 Commitments

Player(s) in the class of 2028 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Elijah Newman-Hall RB 5-1 195 Kkhkkx Tampa (Fla.) Blake
Jameer Whyce DL 6-4 270 Kk k Kk Kk Trotwood (Ohio) Trotwood-Madison

than the roster this season and how so
many players are being used in games.

Some of the top players on the team are
not being used as single-position players,
and that, in many cases, is what is making
them so valuable. Both linebacker Arvell
Reese and safety Caleb Downs have been
extremely versatile players this year. Reese
has been able to move sideline to sideline
and play as a traditional linebacker, but he
can also play both on the edge and the inte-
rior of the defensive line to rush the passer,
and he has two pass breakups in coverage
as well.

On the offensive side of the ball, left
tackle Austin Siereveld had never played
the position before this spring, getting time
at both guard spots last year when called
upon. But now there is an argument to be
made that he has been the best of the five
starters on the line.

Day didn't bring up current players as
examples but looked back on former Ohio
State players who were used in many dif-
ferent roles.

“Guys like Xavier Johnson, think about
how many roles he’s played, or a guy like

Mitch Rossi. Those guys, they became very
important in those seasons because they
could do multiple things. The more guys
like that we can have in the program, the
better off we're going to be.

“Anybody that we're bringing into the
program, we want them to have some ver-
satility,” Day said. “I think you can see by
some of the guys we're adding to the roster
here over the last month, they can do mul-
tiple things.”

Waiting For Flips
An OSU Strategy

Ohio State has been on a hot streak
when it comes to recruiting in the month
of November.

The first hint that it could be flip season
for the Buckeyes came on Oct. 14, when
Baltimore St. Frances Academy three-star
safety Khmari Bing (6-0, 190) committed
to OSU after decommitting from Maryland
just eight days earlier.

But since Gibsonia (Pa.) Pine-Richland
four-star cornerback Jay Timmons (5-11,
185) flipped from Florida State on Nov. 6,
the ball has continued to roll for the Buck-
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ASK AN ANALYST

with Marc Givler of Buckeye Huddle

Ohio State flipped North Forney, Texas, four-
star athlete Legend Bey (5-11, 175) from Tennes-
see on Nov. 10. What do you make of Bey as a
prospect, and how do you believe the Buckeyes
will use him?

“It's interesting because Bey can do so many dif-
ferent things. He can play quarterback, he can play
receiver and play running back. In recent years, |
would say probably since Ryan Day took over, the
Buckeyes haven't recruited a ton of guys like him.
This feels more like an Urban Meyer throwback to a
Curtis Samuel type of guy. | think he's probably going
to get a first look at running back and maybe have
an opportunity to play some wide receiver, but clear-
ly they love his speed. He's a solidly built kid, so he
can run with not just speed, but some toughness as
well, and he's just a very versatile offensive weapon.
| think they just see someone who can do a lot of
things with the ball in his hands, and they'll figure it
out later, that type of thing. They have kind of been
poking around for a second running back in the class,
so this might fit the bill, and check a few different
boxes with what he can do."

The Buckeyes were also able to flip Bessemer
City, Ala., four-star defensive lineman Emanuel
Ruffin (6-4, 295) from Colorado on Nov. 9 and
now have five defensive linemen in the 2026
class. What do you make of the group that Larry
Johnson has been able to recruit?

“They've got a lot of good players there. They
clearly need to add at least one more defensive end,
which they're obviously working on right now, but
they've got four defensive tackles, and Ruffin is a
really interesting player. He's almost 300 pounds al-

ready, but if you watch his tape, he's pretty explosive
as well. So he's really a guy who | think, physically,
could potentially get into the rotation fairly early in
his career, because he's not a guy who needs to bulk
up, but he's also not a guy who needs to drop 20
pounds. He's at a good playing weight right now, but
he's a powerful kid.

“Richland (N.J.) St. Augustine Prep four-star
defensive lineman Damari Simeon (6-3, 275) is a
tremendous player as well. Then you get guys like
Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy three-star defensive
lineman Cameron Brickle (6-2, 305) and Cleveland
Glenville three-star defensive lineman Jamir Perez
(6-4, 360), who are bigger one-tech bodies, and |
think they are high upside guys, especially Jamir Pe-
rez, the way he can move at his size. He's got to drop
some weight when he gets here. They've got some
really good players at the top, and then they've got
some high-upside guys as well in there. So they've
really addressed their future at defensive tackle.
Then, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra four-star edge
rusher Khary Wilder (6-4, 260) is an absolute stud on
the outside. They just need at least one more to go
with him."

Gibsonia (Pa.) Pine-Richland four-star cor-
nerback Jay Timmons (5-11, 185) adds to Ohio
State’s 2026 cornerbacks after flipping from
Florida State. Have you been able to see him
play? What do you make of him as a prospect?

“I haven't seen him in person yet. I've had a
chance to watch and go over his film and ask some
people in the area about him. He's just a gamer. He's
solid in terms of his build. He's not 6-2 like Devin
Sanchez, but he's got decent height to him. What |

found a little bit fascinating about him is that his dad
(11-year NFL veteran Lawrence Timmons) is a Florida
State legend. So the fact that they were able to flip
him from Florida State says a lot about the reputation
Ohio State has right now, especially on defense, with
what they're doing this year and in recent years.

"He's a very versatile defensive back, and | think
he could play outside if they need him to. He could
also play the nickel if they needed him to. So that was
a big pickup they needed. They needed another cor-
ner in this class, and | think he's a really good player,
and the best thing | can say about him is he's gotten
a lot better late in his high school career. Sometimes
the guys who do that tend to work out better at the
college level, those guys who kind of shoot up the
rankings late in their career and don't seem to be
kind of topped out or maxed out, if you will. He's real-
ly improved, and again, he can do it all. He can cover;
he can hit.”

Are there any other flips you believe the
Buckeyes will be able to pull off before the early
signing period?

“They're trying, | don't know if there's a specif-
ic guy. | mean, they kind of flipped all the guys who
we're talking about here. They would still take Har-
risburg, Pa., four-star offensive tackle Kevin Brown
(6-5, 270) if he wanted in, the Penn State offensive
lineman. But that one doesn’t particularly seem to be
trending their way right now. That feels to me like a
kid who could end up at West Virginia or is a kid who
wants to see what Penn State's going to do and could
absolutely end up back at Penn State if they make an
intriguing hire."

eyes. On Nov. 7, Lakewood (Ohio) St. Ed-
ward three-star interior offensive lineman
Mason Wilhelm (6-4, 285) flipped from
North Carolina. On Nov. 9, Bessemer (Ala.)
City four-star defensive lineman Emanuel
Ruffin (6-4, 295) committed to Ohio State
after backing off his Colorado pledge. Then
on Nov. 10, Bey flipped from Tennessee.

Day had been saying for months that
the coaches were confident that they would
finish the 2026 recruiting cycle strong, and
now that his prediction is coming to frui-
tion, he said that waiting this long to fill out
the class was a purposeful approach.

“It's a little bit of a philosophy. Not that
we're not trying to get good players, but a
couple of things come into play,” Day said.
“One, there’s going to be changes in college
football year in and year out. The second
part of it is the evaluation their senior year.
When you take those two things into con-
sideration, the projection last spring was
that we were going to be in a lot different
place in November and December than we
were in June. I think the biggest part is that
we have more information about the play-
ers.”

He added that the new landscape of
college football has a major effect on the
recruiting approach. Now that revenue
sharing is allowed at the NCAA level, there
are dollar signs involved when it comes to
recruiting conversations.

Day said that now that the prep players
are going to be paid by Ohio State when
they join the program, he and his fellow
coaches have even more reason to be as
diligent as possible when it comes to the
recruiting process.

That has made them wait a little longer
on some players so that they can do some

extra evaluation when those prospects get
on the field during their senior seasons.

“The amount of resources we're invest-
ing in these young men nowadays, you
better be right,” Day said. “In the past, you
could bring in whoever you wanted. May-
be they were ranked highly, or whatever.
If they didn’t work out or they didn’t play,
maybe it takes three or four years to get on
the field or maybe they try another school.

“You can’t have bad investments any-
more. These are critical decisions, so we
want to make sure that we're turning over
every stone and making sure that we're
right in our decisions. Not that it's 100 per-
cent, but we have to do our due diligence
to make sure that when we evaluate these
guys, we have all the information that we
possibly can to do what's right.”

Another recent change in the game
that had an effect on their approach is the
change to the transfer portal.

The NCAA voted to shrink the portal to
one window, taking away the post-spring
portal and implementing a single window
open in mid-January. That window will be
open during the last couple of rounds of
the College Football Playoff, making it diffi-
cult for teams that are still in the bracket to
recruit transfers.

But as Ohio State has done since play-
ers have been allowed to transfer with no
penalty, Day still wants to make sure the
Buckeyes fill out their roster with high
school players that they develop, while
plugging in at positions through the portal
when necessary.

“We want to make sure that we're con-
tinually recruiting high school players that
we can develop,” Day said. “Based on how
far we go this season, that will adjust how

we end up getting to our number at the end
of the year, but we want to make sure that
we're flush at all areas.”

OSU Hosts Large
Group Of Recruits

The Buckeyes had prospects from many
different recruiting classes on campus for
the 48-10 win over UCLA on Now. 15.

As they try to finish off their 2026 recruit-
ing class before the early signing period at
the beginning of December, the Buckeyes
had a few prospects on campus in hopes
that they could earn late commitments.

The prospects on campus from that class
were Winter Garden (Fla.) Windermere
four-star cornerback and Florida commit
CJ Bronaugh (6-1, 166); Pickerington (Ohio)
Central three-star safety RJ Holland (6-2,
175); Lafayette (La.) Acadiana three-star
defensive lineman Darryus McKinley (6-3,
270); Buford, Ga., four-star defensive end
Dre Quinn (6-4, 228); and Hoschton (Ga.)
Mill Creek three-star linebacker and Wake
Forest commit Braxton Rembert (6-5, 200).

The 2026 Ohio State commits who were
on hand were Cleveland Glenville four-star
linebacker Cincere Johnson (6-3, 225) and
Wilhelm.

From the 2027 class, the Buckeyes had
Huntington Beach, Calif., four-star quarter-
back Brady Edmunds (6-5, 220); St. Clairs-
ville, Ohio, three-star interior offensive
lineman Mason Wilt (6-5, 295); and Liber-
ty Center, Ohio, four-star interior offensive
lineman Kellen Wymer (6-5, 265) back on
campus.

The 2027 recruits who aren’t commit-
ted to Ohio State who were in Columbus
were Washington Court House (Ohio) Mi-
ami Trace running back Julian Baker (6-0,

200); Shakopee, Minn., three-star lineback-
er Blake Betton (6-2, 200); West Chester
(Ohio) Lakota West athlete Chris Bradley
(5-10, 160); Chandler (Ariz.) Basha four-star
offensive tackle Jake Hildebrand (6-6, 285);
Pittsburgh Imani Christian Academy four-
star safety Gabe Jenkins (6-0, 187); Cibolo
(Texas) Steele four-star safety Eli Johnson
(6-3, 200); Garner, N.C., safety Aroson Ran-
dle Jr. (6-3, 210); Germantown, Wis., four-
star offensive tackle Cole Reiter (6-7, 295);
Englewood (Colo.) Cherry Creek four-star
interior offensive lineman Jackson Roper (6-
5, 285); Chillicothe, Ohio, offensive tackle
Conner Rutherford (6-6, 280); Exton (Pa.)
Downington East four-star defensive end
Abraham Sesay (6-5, 215); Libertyville,
I11., four-star tight end Brock Williams (6-5,
210); Atlanta Woodward Academy corner-
back Bryce Woods (6-2, 175); and Kalama-
zoo (Mich.) Central four-star offensive tack-
le Dewey Young (6-5, 285).

The Buckeyes have also begun hosting
more visitors from the 2028 class, as well,
with Carmel, Ind., safety Drake Coellner (6-
0, 190); Chillicothe, Ohio, athlete Cartae Li-
gon (6-0, 180); Malvern (Pa.) Prep four-star
defensive end George Parkinson IV (6-4,
228); Pflugerville (Texas) Weiss defensive
end Reagan Smith (6-3, 210); Baltimore St.
Frances Academy four-star athlete Jermaine
Smith Jr. (6-5, 215); and Franklin (Tenn.)
Battle Ground Academy four-star defensive
lineman Ayden Woodruff (6-5, 184) all mak-
ing it to campus.

From the 2029 class, only two high
school freshmen made the trip to Colum-
bus. Pickerington (Ohio) Central running
back Edmund McAllister (5-8, 175) and

Continued On Page 24

BuckeyeSports.com

Nov. 22, 2025 BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN = 23




OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Ohio State Makes Lists For Three O-Linemen

Continued From Page 23

Philadelphia Roman Catholic safety Coron
Russell Jr. (6-2, 185) were both there for the
OSU win.

Ohio State A Top
Choice For Recruits

Asis usually the case, the Buckeyes were
included on six prospect lists that were nar-
rowed down since BSB last went to press.

One of those recruits who included Ohio
State in his top 10 was Douglasville (Ga.)
Douglas County four-star offensive tackle
Joshua Sam-Epelle (6-9, 340). One of the
largest prospects in the 2027 class, Sam-
Epelle is ranked No. 69 in the country, the
No. 8 offensive tackle and the No. 7 player
in Georgia.

He also included Alabama, Georgia
Tech, Georgia, Miami, Nebraska, Ole Miss,
South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas A&M
on his list.

The Buckeyes were inside the top five for
Ramsey (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep three-star
tight end JT Geraci (6-5, 230). He includ-
ed them along with Alabama, Notre Dame,
Texas and Vanderbilt. Geraci is considered
the No. 518 player in the 2027 class, the
No. 27 tight end and the No. 14 player in the
state of New Jersey.

San Antonio Roosevelt four-star offen-
sive tackle Kaeden Scott (6-7, 285) nar-

rowed his scholarships down to 10 schools.
He has Ohio State inside that top 10, along
with Ole Miss, SMU, Stanford, TCU, Ten-
nessee, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Texas and
UTSA.

Scott is the No. 184 player in the country
in the 2027 class, the No. 20 offensive tack-
le and the No. 26 player in the talent-rich
state of Texas.

Orlando (Fla.) The First Academy four-
star interior offensive lineman Reed Ramsi-
er (6-5, 305) was another player to narrow
his list down. The five schools that stand out
from the others for him are Alabama, Geor-
gia, Miami, Ohio State and Texas. Ramsier
is the No. 354 player in the 2027 class and
the No. 18 interior lineman.

Cincinnati Anderson four-star corner-
back Ace Alston (5-11, 175) narrowed his
list down to 10 schools, which includes
Indiana, LSU, Michigan, Missouri, Notre
Dame, Ohio State, Oregon, Penn State,
Tennessee and USC. He is the No. 115
player in the 2027 class and the No. 11
cornerback.

The last player to include the Buck-
eyes was Raleigh (N.C.) Millbrook four-
star defensive end Rashad Streets (6-4,
230), who is down to 12 schools. Those
12 are Alabama, Clemson, Florida State,
Georgia, Michigan, Nebraska, NC State,
Ohio State, Oregon, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee and Texas. Streets is the No. 65

player in the 2027 class and the No. 8
edge rusher.

Buckeyes Make
More Offers

Ohio State made more scholarship of-
fers since BSB last went to press. Here'’s
a look at the players who received an offer
from the Buckeyes.

- Venice, Fla., four-star wide receiver
Tyree Mannings (6-0, 170) — Mannings is
the No. 45 overall player in the 2028 class,
the No. 8 wide receiver and the No. 11 play-
er in Florida. He holds 17 Division I offers,
which include Auburn, Florida, Georgia,
LSU, Miami (Fla.), Nebraska, Ole Miss, Ore-
gon and Texas A&M. Mannings transferred
to Venice High School for his sophomore
season after he caught 35 passes for 838
yards and seven touchdowns as a freshman
at Sarasota (Fla.) Booker.

« Euclid, Ohio, four-star cornerback
Kei’'Shjuan Telfair (6-0, 160) — A 2027
recruit, Telfair is the No. 273 player in the
class, the No. 30 corner and the No. 8 player
in Ohio. He holds 31 Division I offers, with
offers from the Buckeyes, Clemson and No-
tre Dame coming most recently.

. Chatsworth (Calif.) Sierra Canyon
four-star safety Myles Baker (6-1, 185) —
The No. 322 player in the country, the No.
32 safety and the No. 31 player in Califor-
nia, Baker has 23 Division I offers. That

offer list includes Alabama, Georgia, LSU,
Michigan, Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Texas, Texas A&M and USC. In 2024, he
had 67 tackles, three for loss, one sack, an
interception and a forced fumble.

« Mustang, Okla., four-star cornerback
Gabriel Osborne Jr. (6-2, 180) — Osborne is
the No. 144 player in the 2027 class and the
No. 14 cornerback. He holds 17 Division I
offers, which include LSU, Miami, Missou-
ri, Oklahoma, Texas, Texas A&M and Texas
Tech.

Other Notes
And Tidbits

« The Buckeyes will no longer have a shot
at flipping Dunlap, Ill., four-star tight end
Mack Sutter (6-5, 230), who shut down his
recruitment since BSB last went to press
and has said that he will remain committed
to Alabama.

« For what will be its last home game of
the season that it would be able to host re-
cruits, Ohio State will have Millville (Utah)
Ridgeline four-star defensive end Krew
Jones (6-5, 233) on campus for its game
against Rutgers on Nov. 22. He is the No.
149 player in the 2027 class and the No. 19
edge rusher. He first received his offer from
the Buckeyes on April 25 during spring
practices.

A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB

35 Years Ago — 1990

The Ohio State football recruiting trail had not gone through
Youngstown, Ohio, recently, but 1990 was proving to be a different
story.

Former defensive back Garcia Lane, a graduate of Youngstown
South who played for the Buckeyes from 1981-83, and center Bob
Maggs of Cardinal Mooney, a Buckeye lineman from 1983-86,
were two of only a few Youngstown natives to make their mark at
Ohio State in recent years.

There were just two Youngstown natives on the OSU roster in
1990 - defensive backs Mark Pelini and Bryan Cook.

But if the Ohio State coaching staff found success in the north-
east Ohio city this recruiting season, a number of Youngstown na-
tives could join the Ohio State football roster the next year.

Those whom the Buckeyes were courting included defensive
back Deollo Anderson and defensive linemen Matt Emch and
Jamar Fordham of Youngstown Ursuline, as well as quarterback
John Ryan and linebacker Tony Knez of Boardman.

30 Years Ago — 1995

With close to half of Ohio State's 1996 recruiting class already
locked up through verbal commitments, one would think the
Buckeye coaches would sit back and enjoy working from a posi-
tion of strength in the recruiting stretch drive.

Such was not the case, though.

Ohio State had official visits set with a number of top-rated
players from Ohio and across the country.

One of three players who already visited - defensive end Clin-
ton Wayne of Brampton (Ontario) Centennial - had committed to
the Buckeyes. Defensive lineman Jason McCauley of Key West,
Fla, visited the same weekend as Wayne did, Oct. 21, while OSU
hosted Purdue. The Buckeyes welcomed Jerry Westbrooks of
Boca Raton (Fla.) Pope John Paul Il for the Nov. 11 game against
lllinois.

25 Years Ago — 2000

Ohio State welcomed a group of about 25 football prospects
for its Nov. 4 home game with Michigan State.

Among those in attendance were verbal commitments Redgie
Arden, Rodney Carter, Ryan Cook, Adam Olds, Brandon Schnit-
tker, Jacob Stewart and Andre Tyree.

Perhaps the key prospect in attendance was Columbus
Brookhaven running back Maurice Hall. Hall, ranked Ohio's fourth-
best prospect by The Ohio Football Recruiting News, had enjoyed
a monster senior season.

After rushing for 336 yards and scoring four touchdowns in his
team’s Division Il playoff opener against Columbus Independence
on Nov. 3, Hall had 2,872 yards and 49 touchdowns in that season.
He was within striking distance of the Ohio single-season rushing
record of 3,104 yards, set by Williamsburg's Jason Bainum earlier
in the year.

20 Years Ago — 2005

Some hearts around Ohio probably started racing when it was
learned that Chris Wells, the Akron Garfield star and Ohio State's
verbal commitment ranked the nation’s No. 8 overall player by Ri-
vals.com, was taking an official visit to USC the first weekend of
November.

Well, everybody could take a deep breath and relax. Wells en-
joyed his time spent in Southern California, but he wasn't about to
make that his permanent home.

“It was nice," Wells told BSB of his visit while sitting in the air-
port waiting for his plane home. "It went pretty good.’

But when asked if the visit gave him any second thoughts
about his commitment, he had a simple response: “No."

15 Years Ago — 2010

Given a chance to follow tradition or stand out from the crowd,
Conner Crowell chose the latter.

The senior middle linebacker from Waldorf (Md.) North Point
had narrowed his list to local favorite Penn State and Ohio State,
and as he tried to choose between the two schools, he reflected
upon something OSU linebackers coach Luke Fickell had told him.

“I'just wanted to be one of the first from Maryland to go to
Ohio State," he told BSB. “I was just trying to start a new pipeline
for Ohio State. Coach Fickell said that they needed somebody to
be the first and to help them start recruiting this area more so that
they can start getting better players. This is a Penn State-domi-
nated area!

With that, the Buckeyes had their first 2011 verbal commitment
in more than four months. A three-star prospect, Crowell was rat-
ed the No. 23 prospect at his position by Scout.com.

10 Years Ago — 2015

Ranked the No. 2 overall prospect and No. 1 defensive end,
Nick Bosa had long been thought of as one of the most dynamic
and impressive players in the class of 2016. With Joey Bosa likely
gone after the 2015 season, he could be immediately replaced by
his younger brother.

"He's the surest thing in high school football as far as this year's

class,’ said Scout.com recruiting analyst Corey Bender, who cov-
ered Florida recruiting. “It's really kind of hard to find a weakness
with him. He has the bloodlines with his dad (John, a first-round
NFL draft pick by the Miami Dolphins in 1987) and uncle (former
Buckeye and pro Eric Kumerow) and Joey.

"He has power, agility and violent hands. You watch him on
film and there are times he takes on two defenders at once, sheds
both of them and still makes a play in the backfield. | think he's
one prospect that | can say it's very hard to find a weakness in his
game. He's the most sure thing in the 2016 class.”

Five Years Ago — 2020

According to a report from CBS Sports’ Dennis Dodd, the
NCAA Football Oversight Committee recommended the ongoing
recruiting dead period be extended through April 15, 2021.

The NCAA Division | Council was set to approve the recom-
mendation at its Nov. 18 meeting, which meant coaches would
not meet in person with prospective recruits for more than a year.

The council first implemented the dead period in March due to
the worldwide coronavirus outbreak but extended it through the
end of the calendar year at its meeting in September.

As for how the news impacted Ohio State, both Sammamish
(Wash.) Eastside Catholic five-star defensive end JT Tuimoloau
and Steilacoom, Wash,, five-star wide receiver Emeka Egbuka
hoped to take official visits before making their respective college
decisions. Now, Tuimoloau would be forced to make the biggest
decision of his life without ever setting foot on campus. Egbuka,
on the other hand, had been to Columbus twice, but not since he
attended the Buckeyes' 38-7 win over Wisconsin in October 2019.

One Year Ago — 2024

One of Ohio State's top remaining targets in the 2025 class,
Montgomery (Ala.) Carver four-star running back Anthony Rogers
decommitted from Alabama on Nov. 17.

Rogers was on campus for Ohio State's 45-0 win over Purdue
on Nov. 9 for an official visit after the Buckeyes had spent months
trying to flip the four-star prospect.

He said that he would not commit to another school yet, but
he did specify when he would, telling On3 that he will be choos-
ing between Georgia and Ohio State on Dec. 4, when prospects
would be signing with schools.

The back had been committed to the Crimson Tide since June
of 2023 but had been exploring his options, taking multiple visits
elsewhere while he was pledged there, including an unofficial visit
to Columbus in May.
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BUCKEYES IN THE NFL

Sawyer Makes Impression In First NFL Season

By CRAIG MERz
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The moment went viral.

Former Ohio State linebacker Jack Sawyer,
he of the legendary strip-sack and score against
Texas in last year’s national semifinal, made his
first career interception late in the third quarter
of the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 27-20 win against
the Indianapolis Colts on Nov. 2.

As his teammates surrounded him with
back slaps and congratulations on the sideline,
Steelers coach Mike Tomlin rushed over to the
fourth-round pick (123rd) in the 2025 NFL
draft.

Tomlin shook his hand vigorously and twice
screamed, “That’s why I go to Columbus, Ohio.”

Indeed, Tomlin is a fan of the Buckeyes, at
least of the NFL quality players they produce,
with Sawyer and his CFP championship quar-
terback Will Howard, also from the 2025 draft,
being the latest.

Defensive tackle Cameron Heyward is
among the great defensive players in team his-
tory, and linebacker Malik Harrison is in his
first season with the Steelers after playing five
for the Baltimore Ravens.

The INT by Sawyer, from the Columbus
suburb of Pickerington, led to a touchdown
drive that put the Steelers ahead 24-7 with
14:16 left in the fourth quarter.

Tomlin was still smiling after the game
when talking about him.

“Man, the sun is always shining on Jack
Sawyer;” Tomlin said. “He is a five-star”

In fact, it wasn't the first time the coach
praised Sawyer. Following the Seattle game
on Sept. 14, when he had seven tackles, two
tackles for loss and his first career sack, Tom-
lin said, “I thought it was a significant improve-
ment in the quality of his play on defense and in
(special) teams. But I think that’s a reasonable
expectation for a lot of young people. I thought
he played with more emotion, I thought he was
more vocal, I thought he was more productive,
probably because of the comfort. I'm excited
about the extended opportunities that he’s go-
ing to continue to get.”

Sawyer’s hard-nosed, football-is-life ap-
proach is suited to the Steelers' historically
kick-butt attitude. While the team hasn’t had
much success lately, the fans still gravitate to
that workmanlike approach.

Tomlin was all-in when the Steelers drafted
him.

“Love Jack Sawyer;” Tomlin said. “It's easy
not only in terms of his résumé, but his rela-
tionship with the game, his approach to foot-
ball business, how he’s viewed and received by
his teammates. As (general manager) Omar
(Khan) mentioned, a lot of these guys represent
Steelers DNA, and I think that’s really indica-
tive of Jack Sawyer”

He wasn’t wrong.

“My relationship with the game, honestly, I
love it,” Sawyer told Steelers.com. “I just love
football. Ever since I was a little kid, my dad will
tell you the only thing I wanted to do was play
football. I used to beg him to let me play when
I was too young to sign up for the Pickerington
Youth League in Ohio. Finally, he signed me up,
and ever since then, I have loved the game of
football.

“I can't even put into words what it's been
able to do for my life. I love the game. I always
want to be around football. A lot of guys use

football to help their lifestyle. I just love the
game. [ love to play, and I love to compete.”

Second Nature

It's not a stretch to say Sawyer was bred
to be a football player. His father, Lyle Sawyer,
played football at Findlay (Ohio) University.

“My dad is a football junkie,” Sawyer said.
“Ever since I was little, I would be watching
games with my dad. I'd be throwing the football
when [ was 1, 2 years old, watching games with
him on the couch. He said he could tell from an
early age that | had a love for the game. I think it
started with watching football together on tele-
vision every Saturday and Sunday and always
dreaming about having a chance to do what I'm
able to do now. It’s just hard to explain.”

Before he became a Steeler, he fulfilled a
goal of playing for the Buckeyes after watching
and rooting for them for so many years.

“We would go to friends’ homes and watch
games, and then the kids would go in the back
yard and play tackle football,” Sawyer said. “I
would be getting grass stains all over my shirt
and jeans that my mom just bought me. It was
always so much fun.”

Pickerington is known for producing Divi-
sion I talent, and that competitiveness drives
him.

“That’s why I fell in love with football from
the jump,” he said. “And what motivates me is
wanting to be the best. I want to prove myself
and prove to the people who doubted that they
were wrong and prove those who believed in
me that they were right.”

In his four seasons at Ohio State, Sawyer
had 144 tackles, 23 sacks and 11 pass deflec-
tions. In his final season, he recorded a ca-
reer-high 59 tackles with nine sacks.

Of course, he will be remembered for his
83-yard scoop-and-score against Texas quarter-
back and former OSU roommate Quinn Ewers
when the Longhorns were driving late to tie it
at 21, but instead Sawyer’s score provided the
28-14 final margin.

“When you play this game of football, the
games are won and lost between a few plays
each game,” Sawyer said. “I always try to pre-
pare myself and get myself ready and the best
fit for those big moments where the game mat-
ters the most.

“I just thank God I've been able to make
some big plays at the college level in crunch
moments, and hopefully I get the opportunity
to do so at the next level too for the Steelers.”

Sawyer has become an important cog on
special teams and as an edge rusher or outside
linebacker.

Through 10 games, he has 18 tackles, two
for loss and one sack. He had two tackles in the
34-12 win over Cincinnati on Nov. 16

He credits his time at Ohio State with help-
ing him transition to being a pro.

“Progressively, while at Ohio State, I re-
alized the more you study and the more you
know leading up to a game, and any little ad-
vantage you can get when you're on a field with
other great athletes, that's where you separate
yourself,” Sawyer said. “Being a student of the
game is something I take a lot of pride in. I try
my very best to learn and study the opponent
before games.

“I want to come in and study and learn from
the guys that are in the room already who have
established themselves.”

But sometimes brute force works as well.

“That is how I was raised,” he said. “When
you're playing this game, it's physical. It's man
on man. For lack of a better description, it
is one guy that’s going to kick the other guy’s
tail. You have to have that edge and an attitude
when you go out there and play. That's how I
grew up and was raised to play the game and
other sports as well.”

Steely Cam

Heyward, 36, reached a milestone against
the Bengals on Nov. 16 by playing in his 221st
regular-season game, breaking a tie with Hall
of Fame center Mike Webster for second on the
Steelers’ all-time list behind quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger (249).

He is the leader in games by a Pittsburgh
defensive lineman, well ahead of Joe Greene’s
181.

Heyward’s total is tied for 15th with Justin
Smith in NFL history for a defensive lineman.

“It's unbelievable. He's a unicorn, to be as
elderly as he is, to play as well as he's playing,”
joked Steelers defensive coordinator Teryl Aus-
tin. “I think it’s really a testament to him and his
work ethic and the things that he does to stay
prepared and engaged. When you're around
him, he’s almost like a 24-year-old new guy in
the building. He really enjoys football, and he
enjoys being around the guys. He works his tail
off. I mean, it is really a testament to him and
what he’s put into this game that he’s able to
reach those heights and play as long as he has
and still play as well as he has.”

Hello. Goodbye

Former Buckeye running back Trey Sermon
was released on Nov. 12 and cleared waivers
the next day to make room for Howard to be
activated off the injured reserve list.

Howard had been out for more than two
months with a broken finger sustained in train-
ing camp. He is trying to make up for lost time
as quickly as possible.

“It’s limited opportunities but you have to
maximize them,” Howard said on Nov. 14. “Just
going out there every day, and whether it’s limit-
ed reps on offense, whether it’s one rep a week
or you just scout team that week, whatever it is,
maximizing it, making it like real game reps as
much as I can.”

Sermon had been promoted from the prac-
tice squad to the 53-man roster the week before
but became a victim of the numbers game. He
played almost exclusively on special teams this
season, and having cleared waivers, he could
return to the Steelers’ practice squad.

Growing

Harrison was injured in the first game but
returned on Nov. 2.

“He'll continue to get better as he grows,”
Austin said. “He got injured in the first game.
We just got him back. I think he’ll continue to get
better and be what we wanted when we signed
him, which is to be the first- or second-down
run stop guy, give you flexibility rushing off the
edge, give you good blitzes vs. the back. That’s
what I see in him moving forward.”
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BIG TEN NOTES

B1G Proceeding With Private Equity Deal

The Big Ten conference is reportedly
nearing a 20-year, $2.4 billion deal with a
California pension fund that would extend
the conference’s grant of rights through
2046, though it may be without Michigan
and USC in the agreement.

BIG TEN
NOTES

Sam Cipriani

According to the initial report from
Ross Dellenger of Yahoo Sports, admin-
istrators and board members from USC
and Michigan, the two universities not in
agreement with the deal, were both told
that if a 16-school agreement is finalized,
both programs would receive a proposed
three- to six-month grace period to decide
whether to join.

The Big Ten has reportedly sent mes-
sages to Michigan and USC to signal that
the conference is moving forward with the
deal. If the two programs don’t ultimate-
ly agree to the deal, they would not only
lose potential financial benefits but would
risk their future with the conference be-
yond 2036, which is the end of the current
grant-of-rights agreement.

Big Ten officials are apparently trying
to have a vote on the capital investment
proposal on Nov. 21.

The agreement between the Big Ten
and UC Enterprises would have the lat-
ter buy a 10 percent stake in Big Ten En-
terprises — a new commercial arm of the
conference that manages media rights,
sponsorships and revenue streams — in
the deal, in which each of the 16 schools
would receive roughly $135 million up
front.

The Big Ten hadn’t scheduled a time
to vote on the issue before BSB went to
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press, according to a statement from the
conference made to Yahoo Sports.

The statement also said that the con-
ference “continues to work closely with
all member universities to explore a part-
nership to strengthen and modernize our
conference. The Big Ten will provide its
members adequate time to consider this
opportunity with a not-for-profit financial
partner.”

The schools originally opposed the
deal on Oct. 14, when Michigan’s board
of regents called the deal reckless and
short-sighted. They described the deal as a
bailout for Big Ten schools that have mis-
managed their finances, referring to it as a
“payday loan.”

USC also publicly challenged the
agreement and cited that there were too
many uncertainties and moving parts in
signing a 20-year deal, as well as the fact
that the revenue share would be uneven,
with Ohio State, Michigan and Penn State
set to earn as much as $190 million up
front, which would be about $40-$50 mil-
lion more than USC and Oregon. The oth-
er 13 schools would receive $100-$110
million.

Dellenger reported that many uni-
versity board members outside of USC
and Michigan say that they haven’t been
shown the full investment plan and were
told that the decision doesn’t rest with
the board members and would solely be
up to the university presidents and chan-
cellors.

Michael Poliakoff, the president of the
American Council of Trustees and Alum-
ni (ACTA) — a nonprofit organization that
represents more than 20,000 university
board members across the country — told
Dellenger that there is concern about what
the deal would mean for the university
boards.

“This is an express train moving with-
out remotely enough information available
in a timely manner to these governing

boards,” he said. “From what we know
about the deal, it would cut governing
boards out from critical oversight respon-
sibilities.”

At least one member of the Ohio State
board of trustees was prepared to join a
Nov. 17 call with ACTA that was set to in-
clude many board members from across
the conference.

NCAA Issues MSU
Multiple Punishments

Following multiple violations under for-
mer Michigan State head coach Mel Tuck-
er, the NCAA has issued its punishments
for the Spartans’ infractions.

The NCAAs Division I Committee on
Infractions (COI) found that Michigan
State played three ineligible players after
the Spartans had al-
located over $10,000
in “impermissible re-
cruiting inducements”
under Tucker, who
led the program from
2020 until his dis-
missal on September
27, 2023, following a
sexual harassment al-
legation.

In the resolution
between the NCAA, Michigan State and
the COI, the Spartan football program
was handed several penalties, including
the vacating of all wins (14) from 2022-
24, show-cause orders for multiple former
staff members, a three-year probation, and
a $30,000 fine plus 1.5 percent of the foot-
ball program’s budget.

There will be restrictions over the pro-
bationary period on official and unofficial
visits, recruiting communications, recruit-
ing-person days, and off-campus recruiting
contacts and evaluations.

The NCAA found that the violations
were tied to Tucker, former director of
player personnel and recruiting Saeed
Khalif, and former assistant coach Bran-

Mel Tucker

don Jordan.
The university’s statement, issued
by Michigan State president Kevin

Guskiewicz and athletic director | Batt,
underscored its focus on safeguarding its
current student-athletes and the future of
Spartan football.

“Today’s announcement brings closure
to an NCAA investigation resulting from vi-
olations committed by a previous staff,” the
statement said. “Michigan State pursued a
negotiated resolution to minimize the pen-
alties and limit the possible impact on our
current football student-athletes and staff,
who were not involved in the violations.
With this matter behind us, we are able to
move forward, focusing on the present and
future of Spartan football.

“Michigan State athletics is committed
to upholding the highest standards of in-
tegrity and operating in compliance with
NCAA rules. Our compliance systems
worked as intended. Once Michigan State
became aware of a level 3 violation, we
self-reported and followed all appropriate
protocols. This prompt self-disclosure and
acceptance of responsibility for the vio-
lations mitigated the case and penalties,
even as new violations and corroborating

2025 Standings

Conf. All

W L Pct. W L Pct.
Indiana 8 0 1.000 11 0 1.000
Ohio State 7 0 1.000 10 0 1.000
Oregon 6 1 0857 9 1 0.900
Michigan 6 1 0857 8 2 0.800
usc 6 1 0857 8 2 0.800
Nebraska 4 3 0571 7 3 0.700
lllinois 4 3 0571 7 3 0.700
Washington 4 3 0571 7 3 0.700
lowa 4 3 0571 6 4 0.600
Minnesota 4 3 0571 6 4 0.600
Northwestern 3 4 0.429 5 5 0.500
UCLA 3 4 0429 3 7 0.300
Rutgers 2 5 028 5 5 0.500
Maryland 1 6 0.143 4 6 0.400
Wisconsin 1 6 0.143 3 7 0.300
Penn State 1 6 0.143 4 6 0.400
Michigan State 0 7 0.000 3 7 0.300
Purdue 0 8 0.000 2 9 0.182

Nov. 14 Game
Oregon 42, Minnesota 13

Nov. 15 Games
Michigan 24, Northwestern 22
Indiana 31, Wisconsin 7
Penn State 28, Michigan State 10
lllinois 24, Maryland 6
USC 26, lowa 21
Washington 49, Purdue 13
Ohio State 48, UCLA 10

Nov. 22 Games
Washington at UCLA, 10:30 p.m.
Michigan at Maryland, 4 p.m.
Nebraska at Penn State, 7 p.m.
Rutgers at Ohio State, Noon
Michigan State at lowa, 3:30 p.m.
Illinois at Wisconsin, 7:30 p.m.
USC at Oregon, 3:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Northwestern, Noon

All times Eastern

evidence were uncovered during the sub-
sequent investigation.”

According to the NCAAs case, Khalif
and Jordan “knowingly provided imper-
missible recruiting inducements in con-
nection with prospective student-athletes’
unofficial visits,” while Jordan failed to
cooperate with NCAA staff multiple times
throughout the investigation.

Khalif received a six-year show-cause
penalty, and Jordan was given five years,
while both received a 12-game suspen-
sion in their first season. Tucker received
a three-year show-cause order and a sus-
pension of 30 percent of games in his first
season if he returns to college football.

The university acknowledged the NCAA
violations while highlighting its commit-
ment to integrity, emphasizing both its
compliance efforts and its disagreement
with certain penalties.

“While we accept the NCAAs findings
and respect the process, we are disap-
pointed in the prescribed penalty related
to the vacation of records,” the statement
said. “We understand that the enforce-
ment process follows established guide-
lines, but we also recognize the opportuni-
ty for continued modernization.”
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BIG TEN NOTES

Rose Bowl Restraining
Order Denied

The Los Angeles Superior Court has
denied the request from the city of Pas-
adena, Calif., and the Rose Bowl Operat-
ing Company for a restraining order that
would have prevented UCLA from host-
ing home games at venues other than the
Rose Bowl.

The court stated that, since there was
no immediate sign that UCLA planned to
depart from the Rose Bowl, a restraining
order was not necessary.

The issue stems from the city and the
Rose Bowl Operating Company suing
UCLA on Oct. 30, seeking to enforce the
lease agreement between the school and
stadium that they claim locks the Bruins
into playing home games at the venue until
2044.

In the Nov. 10 filing, the city of Pasade-
na and the Rose Bowl Operating Company
warned that UCLAs departure would dis-
rupt operations and sought a restraining
order to prevent any relocation.

“There is no way to sugarcoat it: UCLA
has confirmed its imminent departure, se-
verely destabilizing Plaintiffs’ core opera-
tions,” the filing said. “Those operations
are structured around and contingent
upon UCLA.”

In his ruling, Judge James C. Chalfant
noted that UCLAs next scheduled home
game at the Rose Bowl isn't until the fall
of 2026 and encouraged the city and Rose
Bowl Operating Company to gather infor-
mation from UCLA about any discussions
with SoFi Stadium. He indicated that a
motion for a preliminary injunction could
be filed before the 2026 season begins if
plans to play home games elsewhere are
proven then.

The city of Pasadena responded to the
ruling with a statement, emphasizing that
while the court did not grant immediate
relief, it recognized the potential for harm
and allowed the city and Rose Bowl Op-
erating Company to pursue further legal
action.

“We appreciate the court’s careful and
thoughtful consideration before its ruling
on Nov. 12, the statement said. “While
the court held that — on UCLA's represen-
tation that it had not signed an agreement
with SoFi Stadium yet — no emergency
existed which demanded temporary relief,
the court did invite the city of Pasadena
and the Rose Bowl Operating Company
to seek discovery and to file a motion for
a preliminary injunction. His Honor also
concluded there is real and concrete ev-
idence of injury and irreparable harm to
the city not compensable by money dam-
ages alone.”

Locksley Dismisses
Job Concerns

Despite five straight losses to Big Ten
opponents following a 4-0 start to the sea-
son, Maryland head coach Mike Locksley
did not feel his job was in danger as of his
Nov. 11 press conference.

Locksley said he hadn't heard any out-
side noise calling for his firing after a 35-
20 loss to Rutgers on Nov. 8 in Piscataway,
NJ.

When asked whether he believed he de-
served to keep his job as Maryland’s head
coach, Locksley gave a straightforward an-
swer of, “Yes.”

And when reporters pressed him fur-
ther, asking why, Locksley’s response was
equally brief.

“I'm the head coach at the University of
Maryland,” he said.

According to Maryland athletic director
Jim Smith, Locksley is being kept under
close watch.

Smith said the athletic department will
continue to evaluate Locksley’s perfor-
mance going forward and will wait until
the end of the season to make a decision.

“He's going to coach against Illinois,
then he’s going to coach against Michigan,
and then he’s going to coach against Mich-
igan State. We've got a chance to win three
games and go to a bowl game. We can't
make a decision right now. That would be
silly,” Smith told Taylor Lyons of the Balti-
more Sun for a story published before the
Terrapins’ 24-6 loss to Illinois on Nov. 15.

Locksley was hired as Maryland’s head
coach in 2019 and has spent six seasons
as the Terrapins’ head coach, accruing a
36-42 record in that time. He has just a
16-41 record against Big Ten opponents
during that span.

IU’s Cignetti
Defends Fickell

In the midst of a disastrous 3-7 season
for Wisconsin, Indiana head coach Curt
Cignetti shed light on the Badgers’ strug-
gles under head coach Luke Fickell.

Cignetti noted that with Wisconsin’s
ongoing issues keep-
ing quarterbacks
healthy, it's no sur-
prise that Fickell is
facing challenges
winning games with
the Badgers, point-
ing to his past suc-
cess.

“I have a lot of re-
spect for Coach Fic-
kell,” said Cignetti at
his Nov. 10 press conference. “He’s a prov-
en winner. The guy has had his starting
quarterback available about 30 percent of
the time during his tenure at Wisconsin.
That’s a tough duty.”

Following a 2-1 start to the season,
Wisconsin fell in six straight games to con-
ference opponents before a 13-10 victory
over Washington on Nov. 8 in which the
Badgers’ backup punter, Sean West, was
their leading passer with one completion
for 24 yards.

Wisconsin has cycled through three
starting quarterbacks, the first of whom
was Billy Edwards Jr., who went down
in the Badgers’ first game of the season,
before getting injured again against Mary-
land in Week 4. Backup Danny O’Neil then
suffered a leg injury in the win over Wash-
ington before third- and fourth-stringers
Hunter Simmons and Carter Smith took
over.

The curse of injuries to the quarterback
hasn’'t haunted Wisconsin only this sea-
son. Tyler Van Dyke suffered a torn ACL in
the third game of the 2024 season, while
Tanner Mordecai missed three games and
half of one in 2023 due to a broken hand.

In three seasons under Fickell, Wis-
consin has a 16-20 record and a 9-16
mark in conference play after a 31-7 loss
to Cignetti and the Hoosiers on Nov. 15 in
Bloomington, Ind.

Luke Fickell
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When the Buckeyes took the court against
App State on Nov. 11, junior forward Devin
Royal wasn't in the starting lineup as he usu-
ally is.

COURT
REPORT

Greg Wilson

Before the game, Royal was listed as out,
and he watched from the bench while the
Buckeyes took down the Mountaineers 75-53.

The injury goes back at least as far as Ohio
State’s second game of the season against
Purdue Fort Wayne, when Royal was seen on
an exercise bike as the second half began.

He was able to return later in that contest
and score six points on two three-pointers, but
on the day before the game against App State,
head coach Jake Diebler gave more of an up-
date on Royal’s status, saying it was a hip inju-
ry that he’s been dealing with.

“It's nothing anybody is anticipating being
long-term,” Diebler said. “It's just that he's
feeling it, then he'll make some progress, then
have a step back, make more progress and a
step back. We're just trying to get it to a place
where he can turn the corner.”

When Royal was out to begin the second
half against the Mastodons, it was sophomore
guard Gabe Cupps on the court in his place,
but when the Mountaineers came to Colum-
bus, it was sophomore forward Colin White
who got the first start of his college career.

White dealt with lingering injuries of his
own throughout the past year with the Buck-
eyes, so Diebler was happy to see the sopho-
more get to make his first start.

“It's been a roller coaster now for about 12
months for him,” Diebler said after the win.
“The exciting thing for us is that he’s been
more consistent lately, and he had a great two
days of prep. I felt like he earned the right to
play for us.

“Him representing the toughness and
the winning over everything is part of why he
started. The other part of it is, early on in the
season, you're trying to establish some substi-
tution patterns and have somewhat of a con-
sistent rhythm to the game. It made the most
sense to put (White) in so we could still bring
Gabe in as the first perimeter player.”

White finished the game without a point,
and he brought down four rebounds.

Sophomore guard John Mobley Jr. was
questionable going into the game with an ill-
ness, but he played and was the second-lead-
ing scorer with 16 points, half of them coming
from the free-throw line.

“He showed a great deal of toughness. He
wasn't even able to practice yesterday,” Diebler
said in the postgame press conference. “For a
guy that wasn't able to practice, to go out and
do what he did was big time.”

Diebler Happy With
Defensive Progress

After the Buckeyes gave up 102 points to
IU Indy in the season opener, there were ques-
tions about the defensive ability of OSU.

In the two games following, Ohio State
gave up 68 and 53 points. Against App State,
the Buckeyes were able to force the Mountain-
eers to run the shot clock down to the last few
seconds multiple times, which led to bad shots
for the opposing team, which Diebler was very
happy to see.

“It's contagious,” Diebler said about what a
great defensive possession does for the team’s
energy. “We've talked a lot about our defense
and finishing plays. That could mean with
a rebound, executing coverages all the way
through the clock. We didn’t do a good enough
job of that in game one, and we've gotten better
each game.”

While the Buckeyes have seemed better off
defensively since the game against [U Indy, the
Jaguars’ pace of play is proving to be a big rea-
son that the game was so high scoring, along
with some possible defensive mishaps.

In four games since they played the Buck-
eyes, the Jaguars have scored 90, 80, 121 and
90 points, an average of 95.3 per game.

But Diebler came out of that game know-
ing the defense needed improvements since
he knows it will be crucial in conference
games when opposing teams are trying to lim-
it possessions.

“When our offense isn't rolling at max ca-
pacity, like it wasn't for significant chunks of
(the App State game), we've got to be able to
finish a defensive possession,” Diebler said.
“You saw multiple times in that game the en-
ergy that it gives us and the excitement and
the connection of our team when we did finish

plays.”

Lucas Rings Bell,
Statue Unveiled

Ohio State football honored another all-
time great from the Buckeye basketball pro-
gram as the victory bell ringer for its 48-10 win
over UCLA on Now. 15.

Hall of Famer Jerry Lucas was slated to
ring the victory bell before kickoff against the
Bruins. It's the same weekend that Lucas’
statue outside the Schottenstein Center was
unveiled, with the bronze sculpture being re-
vealed on Nov. 14.

His family came with him to the unveil-
ing of his statue, with his three sons and one
daughter pulling the veil off after many speech-
es were made about the legacy of Lucas at
Ohio State.

“It's the highest honor I've ever had in my
life,” Lucas said after his statue was revealed
on the north side of the Schott. “I've had the
honor to play with some great coaches and
great teammates, but to be honored like this is
beyond what my dreams would ever be. I was
thrilled, excited, and couldn't be more over-
joyed”

It was the first time Lucas saw the statue,
but he knew that it would be a sculpture of him

Royal Misses App State Game With Hip Injury
—

OSU Men's Basketball Signees

Players in the class of 2026 who have signed to play basketball at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Alex Smith F 6-9 195 Kk kkk Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Prolific Prep
Anthony Thompson F 6-8 205 Kk kkk*k Hudson (Ohio) Western Reserve Acad.

shooting his famous hook shot. He was very
happy with how it turned out and thanked the
sculptor, Alan Cottrell, who was at the unveil-
ing as well.

“The sculptor did an unbelievable job,” Lu-
cas said. “He said it was the most difficult stat-
ue he’s ever done because there was so much
detail in the ball at the top of my fingertips.

“(My favorite part) is the pose. The hook
shot was my favorite shot. I practiced it for
countless hours. I tried to shoot 5,000 shots
a day, which takes a long time to do. That was
my favorite shot.”

Due to recent health issues, Lucas wasn't
able to ring the victory bell at the football
game, but he stood on the field pregame and
received a standing ovation while Diebler and
former Ohio State players Aaron Craft and Jar-
ed Sullinger rang the bell in his place.

The day after the football game against
UCLA, Lucas was back at Value City Arena to
dot the “i” on the basketball court at halftime
of Ohio State’s game against Notre Dame.

Lucas played at Ohio State for three sea-
sons, sitting out his freshman year since first-
year players weren't allowed to play at the
time. In those three seasons, he became the
all-time leading scorer for the Buckeyes with
1,990 points. Since then, he has been passed

w.
A -
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SONNY BROCKWAY
LIVING LEGEND — Ohio State great Jerry Lucas was honored Nov. 14 to 16
with the unveiling of a statue outside the Schottenstein Center of him shoot-
ing his famous hook as well as being chosen to ring the victory bell before
the football game against UCLA. The weekend was capped by him dotting
the “i" at halftime of the men’s basketball game vs. Notre Dame.

by Dennis Hopson and Herb Williams, but he
still holds the rebounding record with 1,411
boards (17.2 per game).

Recruits Sign
With OSU

Ohio State officially added two players to
its 2026 class on Nov. 12 when Hudson (Ohio)
Western Reserve Academy five-star small for-
ward Anthony Thompson (6-8, 205) and Fort
Lauderdale (Fla.) Prolific Prep four-star power
forward Alex Smith (6-9, 195) signed with the
Buckeyes at the beginning of the early signing
period.

Thompson officially becomes the first five-
star prospect signed by the Buckeyes since
DAngelo Russell in the 2014 class. Thompson
is also the highest-rated player signed by OSU
since Sullinger in 2010.

“Anthony is a special player;” said Diebler
in a statement. “His combination of size, skill,
and athleticism gives him unique versatility.
Who he is aligns with what our program is all
about, and the basketball IQ he has will help
him be really impactful right away. Being from
Ohio and coming to Ohio State means some-
thing to him, and we are excited for Anthony
and his family to join ours.”

Thompson is a lefthanded forward with a
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MEN'’'S BASKETBALL

7-3 wingspan and is ranked the No. 8 player
in the class. He averaged 21.5 points, 8.3 re-
bounds, 2.5 assists and 1.4 blocks per game
for his high school team as a junior.

Smith is the No. 145 player in the class
and No. 25 at his position. He averaged 19.8
points, 6.3 rebounds and 2.0 assists per game
as a junior at nearby Upper Arlington High
School before transferring to Prolific Prep for
his senior season.

“Alex and his family love the Buckeyes, and
we couldn’t be more excited for him to official-
ly join our family,” Diebler said. “He is highly
skilled, has positional size, and a high bas-
ketball 1Q, which will be an asset for us. Alex
has shown tremendous growth as a player
because of his work ethic and will fit perfect-
ly into the culture of our program because of
who he is.”

Since the official signing day isn't until
April 15,2026, Ohio State still has time to add
to its 2026 class if it wants to.

Thornton Earns
Weekly Honors

After senior guard Bruce Thornton scored
a career-high 38 points against Purdue Fort
Wayne on Nov. 7, he was named the co-Big
Ten Player of the Week along with Indiana for-
ward Tucker DeVries.

DeVries averaged 22.5 points per game
and 8.0 rebounds in the two games the Hoo-
siers played, while Thornton scored 32.0
points per game on 77.8 percent shooting. He
shot 58.3 percent from beyond the arc and
added 5.0 rebounds and 4.5 assists per game
as well, while shooting 10 of 12 from the foul
line against IU Indy.

He was the first Buckeye to score 38 points
in a game since Sullinger scored 40 in a Dec.
9, 2010, game against [UPUI.

With his performance, Thornton was also
named the Big Ten’s Oscar Robertson Trophy
National Player of the Week.

It was Thornton's second time being
named the conference player of the week after
his 30-point game against No. 4 Kentucky in
an 85-65 win at Madison Square Garden on
Dec. 21, 2024.

After his impressive week, Thornton was
No. 1 in the country in points per game, two
points ahead of Jadin Booth of Samford, who
was in second place.

Thornton followed up his week with 13
points against App State with three assists
and three rebounds.

Thornton Passes
Diebler In Points

The senior guard still has a long way to go
as he continues to climb up the all-time scoring
ranks at Ohio State, but in his 38-point perfor-
mance against Purdue Fort Wayne, he passed
someone very familiar to his head coach, Jake
Diebler’s brother, Jon.

“Good. It will knock him down a peg,” Die-
bler joked after the game.

Jake Diebler went on to recognize the im-
pact his brother had at Ohio State and what he
means to the university.

“The legacy that my brother had in his
time here was really special,” Diebler said.
“It's where my affection for the program took
such deep roots. Although my brother would
probably tell you that if he shot eight threes, he
would make seven or eight of them.”

The head coach likened Thornton to many
other Buckeyes who have gone through the
program and stayed four years with the team.

“But I get to see how Bruce operates every

FOOTBALL (10-0, 7-0)

Aug. 30 TEXAS, W 14-7.

Sept. 6 GRAMBLING STATE, W 70-0; 13
OHIO, W 37-9; 27 at Washington, W 24-6.

Oct. 4 MINNESOTA, W 42-3; 11 at lllinois, W
34-16; 18 at Wisconsin, W 34-0.

Nov. 1 PENN STATE, W 38-14; 8 at Purdue,
W 34-10; 15 UCLA, W 48-10; 22 RUTGERS; 29
at Michigan.

MEN'S BASKETBALL (4-0)

Oct. 26 Ohio (Exh.), W 103-74.

Nov. 3 IU-INDY, W 118-102; 7 PURDUE-FORT
WAYNE, W 94-68; 11 APPALACHIAN STATE, W
75-53; 16 NOTRE DAME, W 64-63; 20 WESTERN
MICHIGAN; 25 MOUNT ST. MARY'S; 28 at
Pittsburgh.

Dec. 6 at Northwestern; 9 ILLINOIS; 13 at
Cleveland Hoops Showdown in Cleveland vs. West
Virginia; 20 at CBS Sports Classic in Atlanta vs.
North Carolina; 23 GRAMBLING STATE.

Jan. 2 at Rutgers; 5 NEBRASKA, 8 at Oregon;
11 at Washington; 17 UCLA; 20 MINNESOTA; 23
at Michigan; 26 PENN STATE; 31 at Wisconsin.

Feb. 5 at Maryland; 8 MICHIGAN; 11 USC; 14
at Nashville Hoops Showdown in Nashville, Tenn.,
vs. Virginia; 17 WISCONSIN; 22 at Michigan State;
25 at lowa.

March 1 PURDUE, 4 at Penn State; 7 INDIANA;
10-15 Big Ten Tournament in Chicago.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL (2-1)

Nov. 9 COPPIN STATE, W 88-59; 13
BELLARMINE, W 90-33; 16 at UConn, L 100-
68; 19 KENT STATE; 24 at Pink Flamingo
Championship in the Bahamas vs. Belmont; 26 at
Pink Flamingo Championship in the Bahamas vs.
TBD; 30 NIAGARA.

Dec. 7 at Northwestern; 11 NORTHERN
KENTUCKY; 14 TOLEDO; 18 NORFOLK STATE; 22
WESTERN MICHIGAN; 28 UCLA; 31 at Purdue.

Jan. 4 RUTGERS; 7 at lllinois; 11 at Maryland;
14 PENN STATE; 19 at Coretta Scott King Classic
in Newark, N.J., vs. TCU; 22 INDIANA; 25 at lowa;
29 Wisconsin.

Feb. 1 NEBRASKA; 5 at Washington; 8 at
Oregon; 15 MARYLAND; 18 at Minnesota; 22
USC; 25 MICHIGAN.

March 1 at Michigan State.

CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 5 at Mike Baumer Classic in Dayton,
Men 2nd/13, Women 1st/13; 12 at Spartan Invite
in East Lansing, Mich., Men 3rd/16, Women
6th/17; 26 at Gans Creek Classic in Columbia,
Mo., Men 2nd/26, Women 26th/31.

Oct. 17 Arturo Barrios Invite in College Station,
Texas, Men 4th/32, Women 10th/37; 31 Big Ten
Championships, Men 10th/15, Women 10th/18.

Nov. 14 NCAA Great Lakes Regional
Championship in Evansville, Ind., Men 10th/30,
Women 10th/32; 22 NCAA Championship in
Columbia, Mo.

FENCING
Oct. 11 OSU OPEN, NTS; 12 OSU DUALS, M
4-0, W 4-0.
Nov. 8-9 OSU ELITE INVITATIONAL, M 3-2, W
4-1; 22-23 Western Invitational at USAF Academy,
Colo.

Jan. 17 St. John's Invitational in Queens, N.Y.;
18 Dave Micahnik Penn Invitational in Philadelphia;
31 Schiller Duals in Evanston, III.

Feb. 1 Schiller Duals in Evanston, Ill.; 21-22
CCFC Championships in Granville, Ohio.

March 8 NCAA Midwest Regionals in
Cleveland; 19-22 NCAA Championships in South
Bend, Ind.

FIELD HOCKEY (7-9, 3-5)

Aug. 17 MIAMI (OH) (Exh.); 24 at Michigan
(Exh.); 29 at Ball State, W 7-0; 31 KENT STATE,
W 9-3.

Sept. 5 VIRGINIA, L 1-0; 7 SYRACUSE, L,
2-1Q20T); 12 at Harvard, L 2-1 (20T); 14 at
Northeastern, W 2-0; 19 at Louisville, L 3-2; 26 at
Rutgers, L 2-1 (OT); 28 at Delaware, W 4-0.

Oct. 3 MARYLAND, W 2-1 (OT); 5 PENN
STATE, W 2-0; 12 MICHIGAN, W 1-0; 19 at
Michigan State, L 4-3; 24 at Indiana, L 2-1 (OT);
26 at Northwestern, L 7-0; 31 IOWA, L 3-2 (20T).

Nov. 6 Big Ten Tournament at Bloomington,
Ind., vs. Maryland, W 2-1; 7 Big Ten Tournament
at Bloomington, Ind., vs. lowa, L 3-1

MEN'S ICE HOCKEY (5-5, 1-3)

Oct. 10-11 NORTHERN MICHIGAN, W 5-2;
W 3-1; 17-18 at UConn, L 3-2, W 4-2; 24-25
SACRED HEART, L 2-1 (OT); W 3-0; 30-31 PENN
STATE, L 3-2, L 4-3.

Nov. 14-15 at Wisconsin, W 5-1; L 6-5 (OT);
21-22 at Michigan; 28-29 at Arizona State.

Dec. 4-5 MINNESOTA.

Jan. 2-3 BOWLING GREEN; 9-10 MICHIGAN
STATE; 23-24 at Notre Dame; 30-31 MICHIGAN.

Feb. 6-7 at Minnesota; 13-14 WISCONSIN;
20-21 at Penn State; 27-28 at Michigan State.

March 5-6 NOTRE DAME; 11-21 Big Ten
Tournament.

WOMEN'S ICE HOCKEY
(11-1-0, 9-1-0)

Oct. 3-4 at Colgate, W 5-3; W 9-4; 10-11
BEMIDJI STATE, W 6-0; W 2-1; 18-19 at Minnesota
W 4-1; L 6-3; 24-25 ST. CLOUD STATE, W 5-1; W
4-2; 31 at St. Thomas, W 3-2 (OT).

Nov. 1 at St. Thomas, W 8-0; 14-15
MINNESOTA STATE, W 5-2; W 7-3; 21-22 at
Minnesota-Duluth; 28 at D1 in DC Tournament in
Washington, D.C., vs. Clarkson; 29 at D1 in DC
Tournament in Washington, D.C., vs.Colgate.

Dec. 5-6 WISCONSIN.

Jan. 2-3 PENN STATE; 9-10 at St. Cloud State;
16-17 at Minnesota State; 23-24 ST. THOMAS;
30-31 MINNESOTA-DULUTH.

Feb. 7-8 at Wisconsin; 13-14 MINNESOTA;
20-21 at Bemidji State; 27-March 1 WCHA First
Round.

MEN’S SOCCER (6-10, 3-7)

Aug. 9 NOTRE DAME (Exh.); 15 WRIGHT
STATE (Exh.); 21 at Virginia Tech, L 1-0; 28
OAKLAND, W 1-0; 31 TEMPLE, W 2-1.

Sept. 5 AKRON, L 2-0; 9 LOUISVILLE, L 1-0; 13
at Butler, W 4-0; 19 at Michigan State, W 3-2; 26
at Rutgers, L 2-0; 29 UCLA, W 2-1.

Oct. 3 WISCONSIN, L 1-0; 10 at Indiana, L 4-2;
14 MICHIGAN, L 3-1; 18 MARYLAND, L 4-0; 24 at
Washington, L 5-0; 31 PENN STATE, W 1-0.

Nov. 7 at Northwestern, L 2-1.

MENS SWIM & DIVE (1-1)

Nov. 7-8 Raleigh Rumble in Raleigh, N.C.,
vs. NC State, L 790.0-485.5; vs. Virginia Tech,
W 485.5-429.0; 18-21 OHIO STATE FALL
INVITATIONAL.

Dec. 3-6 US Open at Austin, Texas.

Jan 17 MICHIGAN; 23-24 Texas Invitational at
Austin, Texas; 31 PITTSBURGH.

Feb. 13-15 OHIO STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL,
25-28 Big Ten Championships at Madison, Wis.

March 8 LAST CHANCE MEET, 9-11 NCAA
Zone Diving Championships, TBD; 13-15 CSCAA
National Invitational Championship at Ocala, Fla.;
25-28 NCAA Championships at Atlanta.

WOMENS SWIM & DIVE (1-1)

Nov. 7-8 Raleigh Rumble in Raleigh, N.C.,
vs. NC State, L 790.0-546.0; vs. Virginia Tech,
W 546.0-364.5; 18-21 OHIO STATE FALL
INVITATIONAL.

Dec. 3-6 US Open at Austin, Texas.

Jan 17 MICHIGAN; 23-24 Texas Invitational at
Austin, Texas; 31 PITTSBURGH.

Feb. 13-15 OHIO STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL;
18-21 Big Ten Championships at Minneapolis.

March 8 LAST CHANCE MEET;, 9-11 NCAA
Zone Diving Championships, TBD; 13-15 CSCAA
National Invitational Championship at Ocala, Fla.;
18-21 NCAA Championships at Atlanta.

WOMEN'’S VOLLEYBALL
(5-19, 2-14)

Aug. 23 at Kentucky (Exh.); 29 at Canes
Classic in Coral Gables, Fla., vs. VCU, L 3-0; 30
at Canes Classic in Coral Gables, Fla., vs. Miami
(FL), L 3-0.

Sept. 3 at Miami (OH), W 3-2; 7 FLORIDA, L
3-0; 12 Beavercreek Invitational in Dayton vs. Ohio,
W 3-0; 13 Beavercreek Invitational in Dayton vs.
Wright State, L 3-2; 19 VIRGINIA, L 3-2; 21 TROY,
W 3-2; 26 UCLA, L 3-2; 27 USC, L 3-0.

Oct. 3 at Washington, L 3-1; 4 at Oregon,
L 3-0; 9 PURDUE, L 3-0; 12 at Minnesota, L
3-0; 17 ILLINQIS, L 3-1; 19 at Indiana, L 3-1; 24
MICHIGAN, L 3-0; 26 PENN STATE, L 3-1; 31
RUTGERS, L 3-0.

Nov. 2 WISCONSIN;, L 3-0; 8 at Maryland. W
3-2; 9 at Rutgers, W 3-2; 14 at Michigan;, L 3-0
16 at Penn State, L 3-2; 21 NORTHWESTERN; 23
MICHIGAN STATE; 28 at lowa; 29 at Nebraska.

WRESTLING

Nov. 2 Clarion Open at Clarion, Pa., NTS; 9
at Tennessee-Chattanooga, W 42-4; 15 National
Duals Invitational at Tulsa vs. Wyoming, W 33-6; vs.
Minnesota, W 29-6; 16 National Duals Invitational
at Tulsa vs. Nebraska, W 33-3; vs. lowa W 27-12;
20 KENT STATE.

Dec. 3 BELLARMINE; 12 NC STATE; 21
Collegiate Duals at Nashville, Tenn.

Jan. 4 at Oregon State; 11 INDIANA; 23 at
Minnesota; 25 at Nebraska; 30 WISCONSIN.

Feb. 1 MICHIGAN; 6 IOWA; 13 at Penn State;
15 at Maryland.

March 7-8 Big Ten Championships at State
College, Pa.; 19-21 NCAA Championships at
Cleveland.

single day,” Diebler said. “He reminds me of
the David Lightys, the Aaron Crafts and the
Jon Dieblers — the guys who were here for four
years and worked so hard. I think there’s a lot
in common in that regard.”

Diebler also recognized what Thornton
has meant to him as a first-time head coach.
It was at the end of Thornton’s sophomore
season with the team that former head coach
Chris Holtmann was fired, and Diebler was
made the full-time head coach after a strong
finish to the year.

Thornton chose to remain at Ohio State
despite the changes that were happening in
the middle of his college career.

“In uncertain times, he’s been a source of
stability,” Diebler said. “As a firsttime head

coach, when youre going into year two of
building a program, when you have a guy who
reflects the work ethic, the consistency and the
toughness that you want your program built
upon, it really helps. He's been critical in help-
ing build our culture in this new program, and
I'm forever thankful to him for that.”

Sixth Year Denied
For Johnson

Former Penn State forward Donovan
“Puff” Johnson's appeal for eligibility that
he filed on Nov. 5 was denied by the United
States District Court for the Southern District
of Ohio Eastern Division.

On Now. 11, the court ruled that Johnson’s
appeal wasn't warranted because the denial of

his original waiver for a sixth year of eligibility,
filed in September, did not violate antitrust law.

Johnson was seeking a temporary restrain-
ing order that would have allowed him to play
for the Buckeyes immediately. He is already
enrolled at Ohio State, but he will now not be
eligible to play this season, seemingly.

Johnson and his lawyer argued that the for-
ward deserved another year of eligibility due to
a history of injuries that plagued his five-year
college career, in which he played in at least 14
games each year.

It's not clear whether Johnson will continue
to pursue another year of eligibility, and if he
does continue, whether he will still try to play
for Ohio State.
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OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Freshmen Make Marks Early For Buckeyes

Through two games, it had been a some-
what disappointing start for Ohio State’s
additions out of the transfer portal. Senior
guard T’yana Todd and redshirt-freshman
guard Kylee Kitts, who transferred into the
program from Boston College and Florida,
respectively, had failed to score 10 individual
points in a game so far this season.

However, several freshmen made an
impact off the bench through the first two
games. To start the season, no freshman
Buckeye has been more impactful than Da-

DOUBLE
DRIBBLE

Bobby Gorbett

sha Biriuk. The 6-1 guard was averaging 8.5
points and 1.5 rebounds while shooting 42.9
percent from the field. Biriuk had a com-
ing-out party of sorts during Ohio State’s 90-
33 win over Bellarmine on Nov. 13. In that
game, the four-star guard scored 15 points
on 5-of-11 shooting.

After the Buckeyes' win over the Knights,
head coach Kevin McGuff said he was en-
couraged by Biriuk’s start to her collegiate
career.

“She’s a really, really talented offensive
player, and I think she’s going to continue
to blossom and really provide a lot of offen-
sive firepower for us,” McGuff said. “She just
has to learn what we do defensively a little
bit more to raise her effectiveness for us, but
she’s off to a good start.”

Biriuk wasn't the only player to bene-
fit from the Buckeyes' blowout over the
Knights. In the 57-point win, McGuff gave
over 15 minutes of playing time to not just
Biriuk, but redshirt-freshman forward Seini
Henry, redshirt-freshman center Ella Hobbs
and freshman guard Bryn Martin. McGuff
said following the game that it was important
to get his newcomers some experience.

“I think we're still trying to figure out who's
going to play best together, and so we need to
play as many people as we can to see some
different rotations and to get our newcomers
experience on the court,” McGuff said “It’s
nice to be able to do that, and we got some
great film that we can show them. Hopefully,
this experience will really be helpful.”

Like Biriuk, Hobbs had a strong perfor-
mance against the Knights. The 6-4 center
scored seven points and grabbed a game-
high 10 rebounds, while connecting on all
three of her field-goal attempts.

For the season, Hobbs was averaging 4.5
points and 8.0 rebounds per game.

Cambridge Earns
First ‘Dub Crown’

In Ohio State’s season-opening 88-59 win
over Coppin State on Nov. 9, Kennedy Cam-
bridge was somewhat surprisingly included
n the starting lineup. Although Cambridge

—

FILE PHOTO

NEW SEASON — Kennedy Cambridge (3) was a surprise starter in Ohio
State’s season-opening 88-59 win over Coppin State on Nov. 9. The junior
guard made only four starts last season, but she rewarded coach Kevin Mc-
Guff with 11 points and a career-high seven steals against the Eagles.

is one of the longest tenured Buckeyes, she
started in only four games last year.

In Ohio State’s first game, McGuff’s de-
cision to put Cambridge on the court paid
dividends. She scored 11 points and had a
career-high seven steals. Cambridge’s sea-
son-opening performance earned her the
“dub crown,” given after each Buckeye win to
Ohio State’s best player.

“Kennedy, I thought, was outstanding
today,” McGuff said after Ohio State’s first
game. “Her effort and energy are a great fit
for our style of play, and I think you saw that
today. She seemed to be all over the court
and just made a lot of positive things hap-
pen.”

Cambridge certainly stuffed the stat
sheet in the win. The junior guard tacked
on five rebounds and five assists against the
Eagles and was fairly efficient from the field,
making 5 of 9 field-goal attempts.

But it was her defensive presence that
gave the rest of the team a spark. In addition
to going for seven steals, Cambridge consis-
tently disrupted Coppin State’s offense with
deflections and pressure. According to Ken-
nedy’s sister and teammate Jaloni, her defen-
sive effort was a crucial part of the win.

“Even if we don't get the ball back, (as-
sistant coach Katie Smith) always says get-
ting deflections helps us to get another steal
out of that,” Jaloni said. “Playing hard, that’s
what we do best. You have to jump around,
fly around and get the ball. You play to win,
do everything it takes to win, do everything it
takes to get the ball back.”

Before the season, it seemed like Todd

OSU Women's Basketball Verbal Commitments

Stars
* %k kX

Player Pos. Ht.
Atlee Vanesko G 5-11

Players in the class of 2026 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball at Ohio State.

High School/Previous Team
Norristown (Pa.) Westtown School

who transferred into Ohio State from Boston
College over the offseason, was the favorite
to start at the wing position. Todd shot 45.9
percent from three-point range last season,
the fourth-best mark nationally, but ultimate-
ly McGuff went with Cambridge’s experience
in Ohio State’s system for the first game.

“She has the benefit of having been in
our system now for several years, and I think
that matters as well,” McGuff said. “(It was)
a combination of just how she’s been playing
in practice and her experience that gave her
a chance.”

Full-Court Press
Effective Early

One thing McGuff made abundantly clear
about his 2025-26 team is that it may not be
as athletic as some of his other teams have
been.

Without defensive stalwarts Cotie McMa-
hon and Taylor Thierry on the team for the
first time in three years, it would be easy to
think the Buckeyes’ signature full-court press
would drop off. However, through two games,
the Buckeyes have been fairly effective in
forcing turnovers with their press.

Against Coppin State, the Buckeyes had
13 steals and forced 23 turnovers. McGuff
said, although Ohio State’s press was good
against the Eagles, he hoped it would contin-
ue to improve.

“It was good at times. I think it could be
better;” McGuff said. “We didn’t always pres-
sure the ball at the point of attack. When we
did, it seemed to be problematic for them,
and then we also allowed them to throw it in
and make one quick pass up the court, either
in the middle or up the sideline, which we're
not supposed to allow. There were some exe-
cution issues that hopefully we can address.”

The Buckeyes were still effective in their
90-33 win over Bellarmine on Nov. 12. In

that game, Ohio State forced 19 turnovers
and had eight steals.

Ohio State still may not have the type of
athleticism it had last year, but according to
Kennedy Cambridge, that doesn’t mean the
team will struggle to pressure its opponents.

“I don't really think you have to be athlet-
ic to run (a 2-2-1 full-court press),” Kennedy
said. “I think that it's about heart and grit,
and that’s why we're thriving. It's really easy
to sprint. It’s really easy to get in front of your
defender, and that’s heart. That’s grit.”

Ohio State Signs
Four-Star PG

When the early-signing window opened
on Nov. 12, Ohio State inked four-star point
guard Atlee Vanesko.

Ranked as the No. 74 player in the
country, according to ESPN’s SportsCen-
ter NEXT 100 rankings, she is a 5-10 point
guard from Westtown School in Norristown,
Pa. Vanesko had been committed to Ohio
State since July 25 and had offers from other
Power Four programs such as Miami, Stan-
ford and Virginia Tech.

In addition to visiting Ohio State on Aug.
30, Vanesko visited Virginia Tech on Sept. 6,
but McGuff ensured the point guard would
be playing in scarlet and gray next year by
signing her on the first day of the early sign-
ing period.

Shortly after Vanesko officially signed
with Ohio State, McGuff detailed what she
will bring to the program.

“We're excited to welcome Atlee to our
WBB family,” said McGuff in a statement
posted to Ohio State’s women’s basketball
Twitter account. “She is a great kid with a
high basketball IQ and can play multiple po-
sitions in our system. Her competitive char-
acter will make an immediate impact on our
program.”

At Westtown School, Vanesko helped her
team to its fourth straight PAISAA title in
2024-25.

Vanesko, a capable scorer with enough
size to guard multiple positions defensively,
should immediately provide the Buckeyes
with some needed depth behind star point
guard Jaloni Cambridge when she joins the
team next year.

As BSB went to press, Vanesko was
the only player in the 2026 recruiting class
signed with Ohio State.

OSU Still Unranked
In AP Top 25

Despite being ranked No. 25 in the coach-
es’ poll, Ohio State was not included in the
Associated Press’ top-25 rankings follow-
ing the first week of games. The Buckeyes,
who were also not included in the preseason
rankings, received more votes (27) than any
unranked team.

The early rankings indicate Ohio State
will face off against several difficult oppo-
nents. In addition to already playing No.
1-ranked UConn, Ohio State will face ranked
Big Ten teams, with No. 3 UCLA, No. 8
USC, No. 9 Maryland, No. 14 Michigan, No.
21 Iowa, No. 24 Michigan State and No. 25
Washington all on the schedule.

Ohio State will also face No. 17 TCU as
part of its nonconference schedule.
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OHIO STATE MEN'S BASKETBALL

Ohio State Overcomes
Cold Start To Win

By GREG WILSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Ohio State started cold on Nov. 11,
missing its first 11 shots from deep, but
started to heat up late in the first half of
a 75-53 win over App State at Value City
Arena in front of 7,938 fans.

The Buckeyes were led by senior for-
ward Brandon Noel, who had 17 points.
Sophomore guard John Mobley Jr. was
close behind with 16.

Ohio State played well defensively, too,
holding the Mountaineers to just 28 points
in the second half on 11-0f-29 shooting
(37.9 percent).

The  Buckeyes
were ice cold from
the field to begin
the game, scoring
just two points in
the first 6:30 of
the game, missing
each of their first
eight three-point at-
tempts during that
span and making
just 1 of 12 shots total. App State got out
to a 10-2 lead with the help of five points
from graduate guard Kasen Jennings.

It wasn't until senior guard Bruce
Thornton got to the line to make two free
throws that their scoring drought ended.

Brandon Noel

Ohio State 75, App State 53

Nov. 11, 2025
Value City Arena ¢ Columbus
1 2 F

Appalachian State (2-2) 25 28 53

Ohio State (3-0) 30 45 75
App State  Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Jennings 32 517 00 01 1 312
Wilson 28 34 13 25 1 1 7
Banks 27 15 23 03 3 4 4
Moodie 13 01 00 03 0 2 0
Dodd 18 06 00 1-3 2 3 O
Tot 19 37 00 0.1 0 3 9
Clarke Jr. 22 34 22 0-2 2 4 8
Njock 25 36 00 3-3 0 1 8
Marcus Jr. 14 26 00 1-2 1 4 5
Brim 2 00 0000 0O 0O ©
Totals 200 20-56 58 7-24 10 25 53

Percentages: FG: 35.7%. FT: 62.5%. Three-point
field goals: 8-25 (Jennings 2-6, Tot 3-5, Njock 2-5,
Marcus 1-5, Dodd 0-2, Banks 0-2). Team rebounds: 1.
Blocked shots: 0. Turnovers: 9 (Dodd 3, Jennings 3,
Marcus, Clarke, Team). Steals: 0.

Ohio State  Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Noel 27 810 0-0 4-7 1 117
Mobley Jr. 26 3-11 89 13 3 0 16
Thornton 31 37 56 03 3 2 13
Tilly 30 29 55 23 4 1 9
White 18 02 01 13 0 1 0
Bynum 13 3-8 22 20 0 1 8
Cupps 27 14 22 1-3 1 2 5
Njegovan 0 11 22 03 0 3 4
Chatman 13 11 02 00 3 4 3
Grujicic 5 010300 0 0 O

Totals 200 29-6218-2410-29 15 15 75

Percentages: FG: 40.7%. FT: 75.0%. Three-point
field goals: 7-27 (Tilly 0-6, Mobley 2-5, Thornton 2-4,
Noel 1-3, Cupps 1-3, Bynum 0-3, White 0-2, Chatman
1-1). Team rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 1 (Thornton).
Turnovers: 4 (Thornton, Bynum, Njegovan, Chatman).
Steals: 3 (Thornton 2, Cupps).

Officials: Comer, Williams, Young. Attendance: 7,938.

Freshman forward Amare Bynum put an
emphatic stop to the Mountaineers’ run

with an offensive

OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Buckeye Women’s Defense
Shines In Dominant Win

By BOBBY GORBETT
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

board and a putback
dunk over multiple
defenders to make
the score 12-6.

But after another
Bynum bucket, App
State made three
of its next four field
goals, two of them
from beyond the arc,
to take a 22-10 lead into an Ohio State
timeout.

Noel knocked down the first
three-pointer of the game for Ohio State
with just under six minutes remaining in
the half.

The deficit extended to 10 points, 25-
15, at 5:29 before App State called a tim-
eout of its own.

“A lot of our shots were good shots,
they just weren'’t falling,” Noel said. “We
came into timeouts and weren'’t flinching
like, ‘Oh man, what’s wrong?’ We were
just like, ‘We know what's going on. Keep
playing hard. Keep playing defense and let
that keep us in the game until our offense
gets going. ”

The Buckeyes went on a 12-0 run to
take a 27-25 lead with under a minute re-
maining in the half, immediately after the
Mountaineers’ timeout. A Thornton buzz-
er-beating three made it 15 straight points
for the Buckeyes, who took a 30-25 lead
into halftime.

The run was pow-
ered by eight straight
points from Mobley
on a jumper and six
free throws. The
Buckeyes closed the
half on a 20-3 scor-
ing run, keeping App
State scoreless for
the final 5:28 of the
frame.

Amare Bynum

John Mobley Jr.

After the Mountaineers quickly cut the
deficit to 4, Ohio State had an 8-0 run that
led to a 41-29 lead with 16 minutes left in
the contest. After an App State three, the
Buckeyes went on a 16-0 run to stretch
their lead to 25, 57-32, with 9:24 remain-
ing. Six different Buckeyes scored points
during the run.

The lead stretched to as much as 27
several times, the first on an alley-oop
from junior guard Taison Chatman to
Noel at 4:07, and the Buckeyes closed out
the game with a 22-point win.

Ohio State was led by Noel's dou-
ble-double, with 17 points on 8-of-10
shooting and 11 rebounds. Mobley had
16 points and Thornton had 13. Senior
center Christoph Tilly had a game-leading
four assists.

The Mountaineers had just one player
reach double figures. Jennings scored 12
points, shooting 5 of 17 from the field.

Ohio State ended up 7 of 27 from deep
for a 25.9 percentage.

Ohio State (2-0) flexed its muscles de-
fensively in its 90-33 win over Bellarmine
(1-2) on Nov. 13 in front of 4,671 fans at
Value City Arena.

Not only did the Buckeyes keep their
opponent completely out of the scoring col-

The Knights went on an 8-2 scoring
run during the middle of the third quarter,
but that only cut Ohio State’s lead to 62-
20. First-year Buckeyes T’yana Todd, Da-
sha Biriuk and Bryn Martin combined to
score all nine points during the 9-3 run that
pushed the lead to 71-23.

With a 49-point lead heading into the
fourth quarter, 73-24, McGuff was able to
give his starters some rest. Bir-

umn for an entire a quarter for the
first time in program history to
start the game, but they held the
Knights to 11-0f-60 shooting (18.3
percent) and forced 19 turnovers
on the night. i

“I thought our energy to start |
the game was good, both with &
the full-court pressure and in
the half court,” said Ohio State
head coach Kevin McGuff of Ohio
State’s defensive effort. “We kind
of guarded the ball and helped each other a
little more defensively than we probably did
in the first game, and so I think we took a
positive step there.”

Ohio State’s defensive intensity started
immediately in the win. In the first 4:24 of
the game, the Buckeyes didn’t allow a single
point and forced five Bellarmine turnovers.

The Buckeyes weren’t nearly as produc-
tive offensively. By the time of the game’s
first media timeout at 4:33, Ohio State had
converted only three of its first 12 field-goal
attempts, but that shooting mark was still
good enough for an 11-0 lead.

The Buckeyes defensive dominance
continued after the media timeout. Ohio
State forced six more misses and four more
turnovers before the end of the quarter.

For the entire quarter, Ohio State al-
lowed zero points on 0-of-17 shooting and
forced nine turnovers. Before the Nov. 13
matchup between the Knights and Buck-
eyes, the best defensive quarter in program
history came on Dec. 4, 2016, when Ohio
State held Cincinnati to a one-point fourth
quarter during an 80-38 win.

While that historic defensive accom-
plishment was taking place, junior guard
Chance Gray helped Ohio State extend its
lead to 26-0 by scoring six points in the fi-
nal 3:05 of the opening frame.

It wasn't until sophomore forward Ra-
chel Shropshire made 1 of 2 at the free-
throw line at the 9:35 mark of the second
quarter that the Knights finally got on the
board. That free throw was followed by a
10-3 scoring run by the Buckeyes. Five dif-
ferent Buckeyes scored during the run, in-
cluding freshman center Ella Hobbs, who
ended the run with a layup that put the
home team up 36-4.

The Knights made their first goal field at
the 3:14 mark of the second quarter, when
junior guard Triniti Ralston made a three-
point jumper. Hobbs responded with the
first three-pointer of her career 44 seconds
later. Hobbs' triple helped Ohio State take a
46-10 lead into halftime.

Sophomore point guard Jaloni Cam-
bridge helped Ohio State get out to a strong
start in the second half with eight points in
the first 2:14 to put the Buckeyes up 54-12.

The Buckeye defense wasn't quite as
good in the second half.

Ella Hobbs

iuk helped the Buckeyes put
the finishing touches on their
57-point win with a team-high 10
points in the final frame.

3 Cambridge was Ohio State’s
| leading scorer in the victory. She
[ finished the game with 18 points
| on 6-0f-12 shooting and tacked
on eight rebounds and two as-
sists. Biriuk (15 points), Gray
(14), and sophomore guard Ava
Watson (11) also reached double figures.
Martin added a game-high four assists,
while Hobbs led the Buckeyes with 10 re-
bounds, helping OSU to 65 total compared
to 36 for the visitors.

As a team, Ohio State shot 32 of 75
from the field (42.7 percent) and made 8 of
34 from beyond the arc (23.5 percent).

Sophomore forward Kayce Hyman
was Bellarmine’s leading scorer with eight
points.

Ohio State 90, Bellarmine 33

Nov. 13, 2024
Value City Arena ¢ Columbus

1 2 3 4 F

Bellarmine (1-2) 0 10 14 9 33
Ohio State (2-0) 26 20 27 17 90
Bellarmine Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Shropshire 9 17 12 12 0 4 4
Hyman 30 313 12 2-0 O 2 8
Ralston 27 26 26 03 0 3 7
Harris 30 1-7 00 0-0 3 1 2
Jamison 24 1-10 00 05 O 2 2
Smith 30 1-9 00 04 3 0 3
Abdel Aal M 13 14 11 0 3 3
Sherrill 14 03 26 45 0 5 2
Chiquemba 15 1-2 0-0 1-0 0 0 2
Totals 200 11-60 7-20 11-25 6 20 33

Percentages: FG: 18.3%. FT: 35.0%. Three-point
field goals: 4-19. (Henry 1-5, Smith 1-5, Jamison 0-4,
Ralston 1-2, Harris 0-2, Hyman 1-1). Team rebounds:
7 Blocked shots: 1 (Jamison). Turnovers: 19 (Jamison
5, Ralston 4, Hyman 3, Shropshire 2, Smith 2, Harris,
Smith, Sherrill). Steals: 5 (Hyman, Ralston, Harris,
Smith, Sherrill)

Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Kitts 15 15 13 44 0 1 3
Lemmila 13 25 00 23 1 0 4
Gray 17 511 22 14 1 0 14
K. Cambridge 15 0-3 2-4 3-3 2 3 2
J. Cambridge 16 6-12 66 1-7 2 2 18
Watson 21 49 12 155 3 0o "
Todd 19 36 2-2 12 1 4 8
Biriuk 25 511 22 01 O 3 15
Martin 23 2-7 00 1-2 4 1 4
Hobbs 20 3-3 0-0 2-8 1 3 7
Henry 16 13 2-2 25 1 2 4
Totals 200 32-7518-2319-46 16 19 90

Percentages: FG: 42.7%. FT: 78.3%. Three-point
field goals: 8-34 (Biriuk 3-9, Gray 2-7, Watson 2-6,
Todd 0-3, Martin 0-3, J. Cambridge 0-2, Hobbs 1-1,
Lemmild 0-1, K. Cambridge O-1, Henry 0-1). Team
rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 4 (Henry 2, Kitts, K.
Cambridge). Turnovers: 10 (Lemmild 2, Watson 2,
Todd 2, Henry 2, K. Cambridge, Martin). Steals: 8
(K. Cambridge 3, Kitts, J. Cambridge, Watson, Todd,
Hobbs).

Officials: Kalei Enterline, Michol Murray, Kristie
Watkins- Day. Attendance: 4,671
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OHIO STATE MEN'’S ICE HOCKEY

Oh, Captain. McBrayer Proudly Wears Letter

Nathan McBrayer understands the re-
sponsibility that comes with playing for the
Ohio State hockey team.

IN THE CREASE

Craig Merz

Not only is the junior defenseman the
only Ohioan on the 26-player roster, but the
Dublin native is carrying the mantle for Co-
lumbus area hockey, having been developed
in the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets program as a
youth.

Added to that, he is the ninth player from
the Buckeye state to be named captain since
the inception of the program in 1963-64.
The last to do so was another Dubliner, Aus-
tin Pooley, who was an alternate captain in
2020-21 and wore the captain’s “C” the fol-
lowing season.

McBrayer, who is an alternate captain,
was born at the Wexner Medical Center at
Ohio State, started skating at age 3 at the
OSU Ice Rink and attended many Buckeye
hockey games.

He said being a captain is a dream come
true.

“I've been thinking about being a leader

my whole life here and playing hockey here,
and it’s just a great honor that my teammates
have the trust in me and they chose me to be
one of those guys to lead them this year,” he
said. “Being someone that they can turn to, to
talk to about anything, it's such a great honor,
and I take it seriously”

He wants to set an example for local play-
ers, just as he became enamored watching
the Buckeyes.

“It's awesome getting to wear a letter be-
cause for the younger kids growing up in Co-
lumbus, obviously there haven't been a ton of
local guys that came through here,” McBray-
er said. “Hopefully they can see me and be
like, ‘Yeah, that's what I want to do, too. I'm
going to play hockey at Ohio State and be a
leader and help them achieve the ultimate
goal of winning a championship here. ”

McBrayer, graduate forward Adam Eisele
and junior forward Riley Thompson are alter-
nates, while senior forward Davis Burnside
is the 19th Buckeye to wear the “C” at least
twice.

“Anytime you could get a letter, especial-
ly when your peers vote, it's a huge honor,”
Burnside said. “It's something that I don't
take any more lightly than last year. If any-
thing, it's more of an honor.

“I have a great group of captains with me,
and we have a great group, and all 26 guys
lead by example, so it makes your job pretty
easy.

* NFL Ticket

* So Many HD,
Flat-Screen TVs!

¢ Friendliest Staff
e GREAT Food

Shade on the Canal
19°S. High St.
Canal Winchester
614-837-9873

Shade on 30th St.
850 S. 30th St.
Heath
740-788-9287

2% Shade on State St.
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Newcomers Welcome

Eisele’s selection might seem strange only
for the fact that this is his first season with
the Buckeyes after three at Minnesota State,
but it's not out of the ordinary.

Defenseman  Aiden  Hansen-Bukata
played four seasons for the Rochester In-
stitute of Technology before transferring to
Ohio State for the 2024-25 season and was
voted an alternate.

Also, defenseman Will Riedell was a cap-
tain in 2021-22 after arriving from Lake Su-
perior State.

“My guys have done a tremendous job, not
only bringing good hockey players in but qual-
ity people,” Ohio State coach Steve Rohlik
said of his staff. “That’s a testament to that.
Some of these guys come in, and they've been
here now for two months in the summer, and
it’s a credit for our group to put that vote in to
say, ‘Hey, I don't care if you're one year here,
three years, four years. If he's a really good
leader, he should be part of that group, and
that's what they said again this year”

Eisele spent most of the summer in Co-
lumbus training with his new teammates and
was conscious of setting an example.

“I'm the kind that puts my head down and
goes to work,” he said. “I'll be the first one to
do it, and if guys follow me, that’s what I want
to do, is have guys follow me into battle.”

His surname was famous in Columbus in
the 1960s when Donn Eisele was the com-
mand module pilot for the Apollo 7 mission.
Adam said there is no relation as far as he
knows.

However, there is a weird numerical con-
nection. Apollo 7 was launched on Oct. 11,
1968. Adam Eisele scored his first goal for
the Buckeyes on Oct. 11 vs. Northern Mich-
igan.

Thompson is also a transfer, but he is in
his second season following a freshman sea-
son at Alaska Anchorage.

“I definitely would like to show my lead-
ership and express it on the ice,” he said. “I
like to lead by example, backing up my team-
mates where [ can and just being a good play-
er, obviously. I think it all comes together. And
then off the ice, just creating a good example
for practice, in the weight room and all that.”

Not only must a captain have good com-
munication with teammates, but he also
needs to work with the officials.

“It's good to build that trust with them and
just know where the line is,” Thompson said.

That’s where Burnside has an advantage
as a repeat captain.

“You try to build relationships,” he said.
“You let them know where you stand, so in
case there are situations that arise, you can
talk to them.

“Like during warmups, go say hi to them.
I have a lot of respect for them, and hopefully
they have a lot of respect for me. So just be-
ing able to get to know them a little bit last
year, hopefully I'll be able to build on that this
year and have a good relationship with all of
them.”

Sometimes the captains have to be part
cheerleader, part therapist.

The Buckeyes were off the weekend of
Nov. 7-8 after being swept at home the pre-
vious weekend by No. 4 Penn State. There
aren’t many things worse for an athlete than
having time to think about losses with no im-

mediate goal (games) in sight.

“Yeah, it sucks,” Eisele said. “It was a
real sour taste in our mouth after a couple of
games where we know we shot ourselves in
the foot.”

That's why the captains were tasked
with keeping spirits up and taking a positive
stance heading into the series at No. 7 Wis-
consin on Nov. 14-15.

“I think this last week, the group came
together really tight, and now we're really
excited to get on to Wisconsin,” Eisele said
on Nov. 12. “We told them to stick with it.
We know we're a good team. I mean, we're at
Ohio State. We're all good players, so we've
just got to believe in ourselves and go do what
we know we can do.”

Rohlik expects that type of advice from his
captains, but he also holds them to a higher
standard. The Buckeyes took 16 penalties in
the two games against Penn State. Six were
by the captains.

“They've got to lead by example too,” he
said. “They can't be in the box, and they can't
do some of the things that were happening.
Everybody'’s eyes are on those guys, and they
know it, and that’s part of being a leader. If
you want guys to follow, then you've got to do
the right things.”

Buckeye Pride

The Ohio captains for the Buckeyes:

McBrayer (Dublin, 2025-26)% Pooley
(Dublin, 2020-21% 2021-22), Gordi Myer
(Sylvania, 2019-20%), John Albert (Concord,
2010-11), Tommy Goebel (Parma, 2007-
08*), Adam Smith (Bowling Green, 1994-95),
Chuck Blooming (Parma, 1967-68% 1968-
69), Harold Cousino (Toledo, 1967-68), Rog-
er Hartsock (Waynesville, 1963-65).

*_ Alternate captain

Battling The Badgers

OSU rebounded from the Penn State se-
ries to take four of six Big Ten points from the
Badgers in Madison, Wis., winning 5-1 be-
fore losing 6-5 in overtime on Nov. 14 and 15.

The captains backed their words with ac-
tions, combining for nine points (five goals,
four assists) in the series.

Eisele had a goal and an assist in the
opener and scored twice in the rematch, and
Thompson had two assists to help the Buck-
eyes rally from 4-2 and 5-3 deficits. McBrayer
tied it 5-5 with under eight minutes left in reg-
ulation, but the Badgers (8-2-2, 4-2-0 Big Ten)
scored on the power play in overtime.

The Buckeyes (5-5-0, 1-3-0) got 30 saves
from Kristoffer Eberly in the opener, Wiscon-
sin native Max Montes scored and had an as-
sist, and Burnside added an empty-net tally.

Next

Ohio State plays at Michigan on Nov. 21
and 22, 7 p.m. for each with the games on
Big Ten Plus. They complete their November
schedule at Arizona State Nov. 28 (5 p.m.)
and 29 (7 p.m.).

Their next home games are Dec. 4 (7:30
p.m.) and 5 (6 p.m.) against Minnesota. Both
are on BTN.

For a complete recap of the Wisconsin
series, go to the BuckeyeSports.com website,
free to all Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers.
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OHIO STATE WRESTLING

OSU Wrestlers Rolling Early in 2025 Season

Two weeks into the season, No. 4 Ohio
State wasted no time announcing its inten-
tions. The Buckeyes have strung together a
blistering start in 2025-26, rolling through
the Clarion Open with six total titles before
overpowering Chattanooga 42-4 in their
first dual of the year on Nov. 9.

ON THE
MAT

Sam Cipriani

Through the first two competitions,
Ohio State featured seven starting wres-
tlers — Brendan McCrone (125 pounds),
Ben Davino (133), Jesse Mendez (141),
Paddy Gallagher (165), Dylan Fishback
(184), Luke Geog (197), and Nick Feld-
man (heavyweight) — with perfect records.
Of those seven wrestlers the six Buckeyes
who entered the Clarion Open on Nov. 2
came away with a title.

Mendez did not enter and instead took
home a victory at the 2025 NWCA All-
Star Classic the day prior, beating the No.
6 wrestler in the country at 141 pounds,
Iowa State’s Anthony Echemendia, by de-
cision, 7-3.

Mendez defeated Echemendia at Jersey
Mike’s Arena in Piscataway, N.J, the second
time the OSU senior defeated the former
Buckeye after besting Echemendia 6-4 in
the 2024 NCAA semifinals.

This time when the two faced off, follow-
ing a scoreless first frame, Mendez jumped
out to a 4-0 start on a takedown and escape
before cruising to a victory with tough de-
fense and another takedown in the third
period.

Despite Ohio State’s hot start to the
season, Buckeye head coach Tom Ryan
said the team’s performance against the
Mocs showed both promise and areas for
growth.

“(Against Chattanooga), there was a lot
of good. There’s always learning, but there
was a lot of good,” Ryan said. “The team
looked aggressive. We looked sharp, but
not up and down the lineup. There were
a couple of guys that didn't have a great
performance. It's not as much about win-
ning and losing. Of course, we know the
end goal is to win, but it's really about the
performance. How clean was it? So overall,
we're off to a good start.”

Ohio State saw its first true test at the
2025 National Duals Invitational, where
the Buckeyes faced Wyoming, No. 10 Min-
nesota, No. 2 Nebraska and No. 34lowa on
the mat Nov. 15-16. The Buckeyes domi-
nated each of their four matchups, making
a statement to the college wrestling world.
Ohio State opened its weekend with a 33-6
victory over Wyoming and a 29-6 win over
Minnesota on Nov. 15.

On day two of the invitational, Ohio
State would have two of the top three
teams in the nation in its path in Nebraska
and Iowa. The Buckeyes steamrolled the
Cornhuskers 33-3 as nine of its 10 wres-
tlers won their bouts in the dual, including
three major decisions in victories from Da-

vino, Gallagher and 157-pounder Brandon
Cannon.

Then, against lowa in the champion-
ship, Ohio State won its first five matchups,
building a 21-0 lead that the Hawkeyes
could never come back from. Despite
three-straight 4-1 sudden-victory wins and
a win by decision at 197 pounds, Ohio
State had built up an insurmountable lead
and lowa forfeited its heavyweight contest
to give the Buckeyes a 27-12 win and the
2025 National Duals Invitational crown.

Starters Undecided
At Multiple Weights

Despite Ohio State’s 10-man group hav-
ing success in Chattanooga, Ryan said that
with the Buckeyes’ season still in its early
stages, he is far from deciding who will be
in the final lineup.

“There’s still a lot of competition at
most weight classes,” Ryan said. “To be
honest, I would say that 125 pounds we're
watching closely. We're still evaluating our
wrestlers at 165 pounds. Even the 184-
and 197-pound groups are weight classes
we're watching.”

At 125 pounds, Ohio State is stacked
with talented wrestlers, including juniors
McCrone and Nic Bouzakis, as well as
sophomore Vinny Kilkeary.

McCrone, a two-time NCAA tournament
qualifier, has shown himself to be the best
of the strong trio, though not by much. The
Willoughby, Ohio, native took down Bou-
zakis in a tight 5-4 decision at the Clarion
Open, which earned him a start for a 4-2
victory over Chattanooga’s Ty Tice in the
Buckeyes’ dual with the Mocs.

Ryan noted that while Bouzakis came
to Ohio State as the more highly touted
recruit, McCrone’s sheer effort has allowed
him to rise above the group.

“Nic’s dropped down to 125 and has
been on five United States world teams. He
came in with a higher pedigree, not poten-
tial, than McCrone,” Ryan said. “McCrone
has done a fantastic job. His work ethic is
incredible. He has love for the sport and
our team. McCrone stands for everything
that we want our guys to stand for.”

Although McCrone has appeared to
be a cut above Bouzakis and Kilkeary so
far, Ryan said Ohio State will continue to
rotate wrestlers at the 125-pound weight
class, allowing the competition to play out
until a clear starter emerges.

“They wrestled two weeks ago, and Mc-
Crone won a close match, so we'll just con-
tinue to use them both,” Ryan said. “We'll
use them both, and ultimately, through the
course of this year, we're hoping that one
of them gives us some clarity on who we
should go with. And right now we don't
have that clarity.”

According to Ryan, the 165-pound group
is in a similar situation. Senior Paddy Gal-
lagher dominated at the Clarion Open with
a 5-0 record, though e'Than Birden and
T.J. Schierl have come on strong in recent
weeks.

Schierl is coming off a solid showing
at the Michigan State Open, while Bird-
en faltered late and dropped his final two
matches.

Ryan said Birden’s inconsistency is
what has kept him from making a real push
for a starting spot.

“e’Than Birden is a very good wrestler,”
Ryan said. “But what we're looking for as
a staff is consistency. We're looking for
someone that week in and week out gives
a performance that builds trust that in the
toughest times or circumstances you can
depend on this particular person, quite
frankly, a little more than another one.”

At 184 pounds, Fishback has blown
ahead of the pack. The NC State transfer
steamrolled through his first five matches,
winning all five — three by technical fall —
capped by a 21-5 victory over Air Force’s
Brian Burburija to claim the 184-pound
Clarion Open title.

While freshman Carson Mize has been
solid in his first season with the Buck-
eyes, he has yet to reach the All-America
level Fishback has already demonstrated.
After two outings, it’s becoming clear that
Fishback is poised to be Ohio State’s go-to
wrestler at 184 pounds.

Ohio State’s 197-pound group is also
uber-talented with multiple starting op-
tions. Geog has shown to be the top dog of
the weight class, jumping out to a perfect
6-0 record, including a win in the Clarion
Open final against teammate Ryder Rogot-
zke.

The victory in the championship earned
Geog the start against Chattanooga, and
the third-year Buckeye responded with a
16-12 victory over the Mocs' Kade Rule.
However, Ryan was not impressed with
the performance as Geog let up late and
allowed Rule to come back from a 15-2
deficit.

Geog’s competition at 197 pounds is the
Buckeyes’ 2024-25 starter, Seth Shumate,
who took Geog’s place when he suffered a
season-ending injury last season. After a
shaky 2-2 start at the Clarion Open, the red-
shirt junior bounced back and took home
first place at the Michigan State Open.

Ryan said he’s encouraged by the depth
at 197 pounds but stressed that consisten-
cy will ultimately determine who earns the
job, noting that none of Shumate, Geog nor
Rogotzke has displayed that level early in
the season.

“Luke looked really good early on and
then he didn’t, and then Shumate went to
Michigan State and won the open,” Ryan
said. “So we're watching and not making
any decisions too early. Those weights are
still up for grabs.”

With a long season still awaiting the
Buckeyes, Ryan said he will continue

searching for signs of Ohio State’s culture
while shaping the team’s starting 10-man
lineup.

“We have 16 dates throughout the year,
and every date is about learning progress
and self-assessment, and the standard is
always aggression,” Ryan said.

Bucks Down Roster
Win MSU Open

Many Buckeye grapplers wrestled at
the Michigan State Open, with Kilkeary
and Shumate taking home titles in the
125-pound and 197-pound weight classes,
respectively.

Ohio State had nine wrestlers entered
in the Michigan State Open on Now. 8.

Both Kilkeary and Shumate finished
2-2 at the Clarion Open, with teammates
McCrone and Geog taking home the crown
at those events, before both had three
straight wins apiece to win titles at Mich-
igan State.

Schierl, Patrick Downing, and Birden
also made appearances at the event at 165
pounds. The sophomore Schierl was the
most successful of the trio, finishing with
a 4-1 record and a third-place finish. Down-
ing, who has yet to win in 2025, losing in
all four of his matchups this season, fell in
both of his contests on Nov. 8. Birden had
inconsistency issues during the open, win-
ning his first two matches, before dropping
his final two on his way to a sixth-place fin-
ish.

Dakota King, Mize and Brogan Fielding
each participated in the freshman/sopho-
more division at the Michigan State Open.
King earned a 4-2 record in the 133-pound
weight class on his way to fourth place.
Both Mize and Fielding were 2-2 at the
tournament, with Mize finishing fourth at
184 pounds, while Fielding ended his day
in fifth at 141 pounds.

What'’s Next On
The Schedule

Following its trip to Tulsa, OKla., for
the 2025 National Duals Invitational, the
Buckeyes were scheduled off for just four
days before returning to the mat in Colum-
bus.

Before BSB next goes to press, the
Buckeyes were set to host Kent State (1-1)
at 7 p.m. on Nov. 20 at the Covelli Center.
The Golden Flashes returned from their
first weekend of head-to-head wrestling
when Kent State defeated Mount Union
49-0, and lost to Virginia 27-6.

Ohio State and Kent State’s dual will be
broadcast on B1G+.
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Ohio State Getting Odd Amount Of Disrespect

It is undeniable that Ohio State has
some of the richest history in the world
of college football. No matter what your
measurement, the Buckeyes are at or
near the top.

THE FACTS
MAN

Mike Wachsman

All-time winning percentage — first.
All-time wins — second. All-America selec-
tions — second. First-round draft picks —
first. And on and on and on.

You cannot talk about college football
without mentioning Ohio State.

So it’s a bit strange that for the last few
weeks, national media types have been
blathering on about whether OSU is wor-
thy of being the No. 1 team in the nation.
Yes, you read that right. The Buckeyes,
winners of 14 straight contests and hold-
ers of the most recent national champion-
ship, are being questioned. Why? Because
they are “boring.” Because they “have
not been tested.” Because they have not
“faced adversity.”

Are you kidding me? Now don’t get it
wrong. Ohio State should not be held in
high regard simply because it is royalty.
Not at all.

The Buckeyes should be lauded be-
cause they are the only team this season
to not have anything resembling a hiccup.
And it was business as usual for OSU as
it rolled past visiting UCLA.

People who should know better have
used this line of thinking to advance
whatever narrative is in favor, forgetting
momentarily that Ohio State is one of the
bluest of blue bloods in the sport. It’s not
as if the Buckeyes are new kids in town
the way, say, Georgia or Oregon are. The
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very fabric of the sport is dyed with scar-
let and gray.

Not only has the team been ques-
tioned, but so has quarterback Julian Say-
in. The nation’s leader in passing efficien-
cy and completion percentage (over 80
percent, which is on pace to set an NCAA
single-season record) has been on a num-
ber of Heisman Trophy lists, as he should
be. But he isn't at the top as he should be.

It's not as if Sayin has come out of
nowhere. He was a five-star high school
prospect who signed with Alabama out
of high school in Carlsbad, Calif., and he
was in Tuscaloosa for a few weeks before
transferring to Ohio State after Nick Sa-
ban retired.

So if he had the
kudos from the an-
alysts, and he had
a pedigree that was
good enough for Sa-
ban, why is he not
the main man on
the minds of ana-
lysts who supposedly
watch the sport? You
have to wonder if he
would be questioned in this manner had
he stayed with the Crimson Tide.

Click the remote and it won't take long
to see that Sayin has the goods to lead the
Buckeyes to the national title and to take
home the Heisman. Watch his footwork,
how effortlessly he steps up in the pocket
and resets before firing a laser to his cad-
re of standout receivers. His poise is well
beyond that of the typical first-year start-
er, and his release is among the quickest
in the game.

So why isn't he atop every Heisman
board?

For the same silly reasons that some
have questioned the Buckeyes being at
the top of the rankings. Sayin hasn’t been
tested enough, has not really faced a cru-
cible that he had to overcome. He hasn't
had a “Heisman Moment,” which seems
to be a prerequisite these days.

Analysts salivated about the game-win-
ning pass Indiana’s Fernando Mendo-
za made late in the game to beat Penn
State and were effusive in praise for Tex-
as A&M'’s Marcel Reed after he led the
Aggies back from a 30-3 deficit to beat
South Carolina. Never mind that both
quarterbacks created the deficits they
then climbed out of with poor or average
play in the first half. Why should that be
rewarded?

Sayin and the Buckeyes cannot con-
trol that they have simply been, to this
point, better than everyone else. Wheth-
er against Texas or Minnesota or UCLA,
completing 80 percent of your passes is
no easy feat. Observers and voters should
not penalize Ohio State arbitrarily simply
because it has not been challenged.

Barring a meltdown of Chernobyl pro-
portions, Sayin will be in New York City as
a finalist for the Heisman, and the Buck-
eyes will be in the Big Ten Championship
Game and a high seed in the College Foot-
ball Playoff. Even on a night when Sayin
was missing his fastball and his top two
receivers (Carnell Tate was out, Jeremiah

Julian Sayin

Smith played three series), he still man-
aged to complete 74.2 percent of his pass-
es. It says something about just how good
he’s been that a night anyone would gladly
take felt like a subpar showing.

Should the young man and the team
continue to play as they have, the hope
from this corner of the college football
world is that the doubts and questions
disappear and that they get as their works
deserve.

Cause For Concern?

The adversity mentioned above has
not really hit Ohio State yet, though it
could be lurking right around the corner.

Tate missed a second straight game,
and Smith was on a pitch count after re-
portedly coming up with an ankle injury
during the week. He played in the first
half and even made a breathtaking catch
near the sideline that will go into an al-
ready bursting highlights folder.

It allowed the Buckeyes to get some
experience for younger receivers such as
Mylan Graham and Quincy Porter and to
give more of a spotlight to Brandon In-
niss, who, to his credit, thrived.

The offense did not look quite as
smooth as it does with Smith and Tate in
the lineup, and that makes sense when
you figure out how much gravitational
pull Smith has on defenses. And Tate is
maybe the best No. 2 receiver in Ameri-
ca. Without the two of them on the field,
UCLA was able to dial up the pressure
and make Sayin a bit uncomfortable. He
did not make any truly poor throws but
was not as sharp as usual.

Ryan Day said in the postgame that he
was not concerned about whether Smith’s
injury was anything long-term, though he
has not always been the most truthful or
forthcoming regarding injuries. The belief
around the OSU beat is that Tate could
be back for Rutgers and that Smith may
be rested. Truth be told, neither is truly
needed for the Buckeyes to beat Rutgers,
but you do want to have some momentum
heading into the rivalry game the follow-
ing weekend.

The Buckeye ground game has really
picked up steam, with freshmen Bo Jack-
son and Isaiah West both looking more
like veterans, and veteran James Peoples
looked rejuvenated against the Bruins,
even making ESPN’s Top Plays after hur-
dling a Bruins defender on the way to a
late first-half touchdown. UCLA entered
the game among the bottom 10 teams in
college football in defending the run (5.03
yards per carry), and the Scarlet Knights
are at the absolute bottom in that catego-
ry, allowing 6.55 yards per carry with 18
touchdowns. That has to gall Greg Schia-
no, but he may not be able to do anything
about it.

Were | making the money that Ryan
Day is making — and if that was the case,
I would be sitting on a beach someplace
rather than writing this column — I would
lean into the ground game against Rutgers
and keep Smith and Tate on the sideline.

Doing It With Styles

Ohio State’s special teams have been

a source of frustration for much of Day’s
tenure, with fans
wondering why the
Buckeyes cannot
have an explosive re-
turn game or a punt-
er who instills fear
into opposing hearts.

So it was nice to
see the jolt provided
by Lorenzo Styles
Jr. when he returned
a kickoff 100 yards for a score against
UCLA.

Most of the guys on this team were
barely in kindergarten the last time it
happened, with Jordan Hall bringing one
back against Michigan in 2010. Going
back even farther, Ted Ginn Jr. was the
last OSU player to have a kickoff return
of 100 yards or more, doing it in 2005
against Minnesota.

Lorenzo Styles Jr.

The Next Reese?

Most are focused on the current Buck-
eyes, but one future Buckeye stuffed the
stat sheet in a recent Ohio state playoff
game.

Linebacker Cincere Johnson made an
almost unbelievable 25 tackles, with six
TFLs, two sacks and a pass breakup in
Cleveland Glenville’s win over Cincin-
nati Princeton on Nov. 14. Glenville is,
of course, the prep stomping grounds of
Arvell Reese, and Johnson looks like he
wants to be the next great one in the long
lineage of Tarblooders at Ohio State.

Crunch Time

The final two weekends of the reg-
ular season are upon us, which means
rivalry games and jockeying for position
in conference races. In the Big Ten, it is
certainly looking like an imminent show-
down between Ohio State and Indiana,
two of the three remaining unbeatens
in college football. The SEC looks to be
down to Texas A&M and either Georgia
or Alabama, while the Big 12 is just about
locked on Texas Tech and BYU. The ACC
is a complete mess and too much of a
headache to diagnose.

There was not a ton of movement in
this week’s Dandy Dozen as there were
few upsets. One notable exception was
Alabama falling at home to Oklahoma,
which does not knock the Crimson Tide
out of the CFP but does hurt their chanc-
es of getting a top-four seed and first-
round bye.

Dandy Dozen

. Ohio State (10-0)
. Indiana (11-0)

. Texas A&M (10-0)
. Georgia (9-1)

. Ole Miss (10-1)

. Texas Tech (10-1)
. Oregon (9-1)
.BYU (9-1)

. Oklahoma (8-2)
10. Alabama (8-2)
11. Vanderbilt (8-2)
12. Notre Dame (8-2)
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Is There A Day When Starters Exit Early?

THE VIEW FROM 15TH & HIGH

I am one of Ryan Day’s biggest fans. Unless
you are one of those pessimistic Buckeye fans
who find something to criticize in just about
everything, how can you not be a fan? Day has
helped extend a golden age of Ohio State foot-
ball.

But I have one beef with the national cham-
pion coach, and I have been consistent about
that beef, dating back to his days as an assistant
coach under Urban Meyer. Most of you already
know what it is. In blowouts, of which the Buck-
eyes are involved in many, I believe he leaves the
starters, especially the quarterback, in too long.

Throughout this season, it seems like Day
and his staff’s master plan is to get better every
week and have the team peak physically and
mentally at the end of the season — for the Mich-
igan game, the Big Ten Championship Game
and the CFP. Part of the process is having the
team as injury-free as possible — difficult in a
rough and tumble sport like football — when the
big games finally arrive.

Against UCLA, Day appeared unhappy
when his team did not come out of the locker
room after halftime looking particularly crisp in
a game they were already leading 27-0, and he
left many of the starters — including franchise
quarterback Julian Sayin — out there. I get why
he was unhappy and what he was trying to ac-
complish. But if the whole master plan is to
peak at the right time, why risk losing Sayin —
or any other topline player for that matter? But
especially Sayin.

I found it ironic that one of the reasons the
Buckeyes were struggling at that moment was
right out in front of 104,168 people in Ohio Sta-
dium. Ohio State was playing without their oth-
er two top offensive players — Jeremiah Smith
and Carnell Tate. That’s a tough handicap for
even Sayin to overcome. What would it be like if
the Buckeyes had to go into battle without their
star quarterback?

Did anyone besides me think that when Sa-
yin was briefly shaken up in the first quarter af-
ter a particularly hard hit, it would have been a
great time to insert Lincoln Kienholz for some
action while the game was actually still being
contested? Ohio State was leading 10-0 at the
time after a Jayden Fielding field goal. If Sayin
proved OK, which he did, he could have come
back in after a series or two, enough to make
sure he was really all right and get Kienholz
some extra experience in preparation for the
unthinkable.

Instead, Kienholz ultimately came in with
8:49 to play in the game — earlier than he is fre-
quently called on — and the Buckeyes leading
41-10. I thought he looked sharp, completing
all three of his passes for 34 yards, including a
15-yard strike to Nate Roberts. He marched his
team 75 yards on 11 plays for their final points
on an 8-yard run by James Peoples.

The object of each season is to beat Mich-
igan, win the conference championship and
win the national championship. None of those
would be easy tasks without Sayin. As far as
continuing to get work for the players, the
Buckeyes probably get better work every day
in practice against their championship-caliber
teammates than they would get against UCLA.

I guess you could say that Kienholz gets test-
ed by the Buckeye defense in practice, as well.

I think we are getting to the point where Sa-
yin has gotten better virtually every week. He is
a Heisman Trophy candidate. What is more im-
portant at this point in the season — more work
against hapless competition or a healthy Sayin
for the stretch drive?

Sayin's Upside
I listen to WLW radio out of Cincinnati a lot.
The talk on the station recently has centered
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on the Cincinnati Bengals’ star quarterback and
former Buckeye Joe Burrow, who is returning
to practice after a lengthy toe injury rehab. The
talk of Burrow got me thinking about Sayin and
where he is at this point in his career vis-a-vis
Burrow, one of the greatest college quarter-
backs of all time.

While Sayin is posting Heisman-type num-
bers in his redshirt-freshman season, Burrow
was serving as an understudy to JT. Barrett in
his redshirt-freshman year while battling with
Dwayne Haskins for the position of Barrett's
heir apparent.

In his limited action in 2016, he had Say-
in-like numbers. Burrow was 22 of 28 for a 78.6
completion percentage and two touchdowns
without a pick. Advantage Sayin on experience
alone. In 2017, Burrow suffered a broken hand
and saw little action, completing just 7 of 11
passes, paving the way for Haskins to secure
the inside track at replacing Barrett and paving
the way for Burrow to head to LSU, where he
became the starter in 2018.

Here's where the season for Burrow that
many forget about comes into play, and it shows
a major edge for Sayin in comparison between
the two quarterbacks.

In Burrow’s junior year, he was 219 of 379
for 2,894 yards and a 57.8 completion percent-
age with 16 touchdowns against five intercep-
tions. A solid campaign, but one that pales in
comparison to the season Sayin is putting to-
gether.

For Burrow, the rest, as they say, is history.

As a senior he completed 402 of 527 passes
for a 76.3 completion percentage, 5,671 yards
and 60 touchdowns against only six intercep-
tions. Many have called it the greatest season
by a college quarterback of all time. Burrow
won the Heisman Trophy and led LSU to the
national championship. In the two-game CFP,
he averaged 478 yards passing per game and
had 12 total passing touchdowns, and he also
ran for two touchdowns.

My point is that if Sayin is this far ahead of
where Burrow was at a similar point in his ca-
reer and Burrow ultimately grew into one of the
greatest ever, where might Sayin be when his
time at Ohio State is over, which sadly may be
after next season?

What's Up With Hartline

In the last few days, several people have
expressed concern to me that Ohio State of-
fensive coordinator Brian Hartline is going to
leave to take the Penn State job vacated by the
deposed James Franklin and wondered what |
thought about that.

If Hartline invited me over to ride ATVs, I'd
ask him about it. But so far I haven't been, so
basically my knowledge of the situation is no
greater than yours. I think the first question is
whether Penn State wants to go with a coach
— albeit one of the best assistant coaches ever —
who has no head coaching experience.

By firing Franklin in the middle of the sea-
son, the brass at Penn State have really put
themselves in the position of having to get their
decision right. There are many great coaches
out there with proven track records as head
coaches, several of whom have also been re-
cently fired. Do they want to roll the dice?

Then there is the question of whether Har-
tline wants to even leave right now — for any
head coaching job. People have asked me, so
here is my opinion about Hartline’s options.

If he wants to be a head coach, the Penn
State job would certainly be an attractive one
for a Big Ten and Midwest guy — if they offer. Or
maybe he wants to ultimately be a head coach
but would like to wait until Day retires and vie
for the Ohio State job. In the meantime, he can
prove his ability as a coordinator and play-caller.

Or, in today’s complicated world of NIL, the
portal, revenue sharing, etc., maybe he would
rather skip the hassle and just be an assistant
football coach. Hartline's fellow Ohio State as-
sistant, Larry Johnson, has been an assistant
at big-time schools Penn State and Ohio State
since 1996, nearly 30 years, and seems perfect-
ly content. Some people just don’t want the has-
sle of being a head coach. When Johnson first
came here, I thought he was underpaid com-
pared to some of the other assistants, but that
seems to have been worked out, for Johnson as
well has Hartline.

It does seem like Hartline has options, now
and in the future. Right now, I am going to sit
back and enjoy the incredible job he is doing as
an assistant coach.

If he invites me over to do some off-road
riding, I'll ask him about his future and let you
know what he has to say.

Others Less Patient

A few recent Ohio State assistants who
were less patient than Hartline and quickly par-
layed their success at OSU into head jobs come
to mind.

Tom Herman was offensive coordinator un-
der Meyer from 2012-14. After winning the na-
tional championship in 2014, he took the head
coaching job at Houston and then advanced to
the head job at Texas. He was fired from there
after four seasons, went to Florida Atlantic and
was ultimately fired there after less than two
seasons.

Chris Ash was also on that 2014 champion-
ship coaching staff. He parlayed that champion-
ship into the head job at Rutgers, where he was
fired after less than four seasons.

And Jeff Hafley parlayed one solid year as
defensive coordinator under Day in 2019 into
the head coaching job at Boston College. In four
seasons he never won more than seven games,
and he posted a 22-26 record before resigning
and joining the Green Bay Packers as an assis-
tant in the NFL.

With the money that Ohio State is paying as-
sistants these days, the grass isn't always green-
er as a head coach.

First-Class Upgrade Now $10

The cost to upgrade your subscription to
first-class mail in an envelope through the
Michigan game is now down to just $10 or $20
through the playoffs and the Recruiting Wrap-
Up.

Just give us a call at (614) 486-2202 or (800)
760-2862 to order by credit card. Or you can
send your check, money order or credit card in-
formation (don’t forget your three- or four-digit
security code) to PO. Box 12453, Columbus,
Ohio, 43212. Be sure to mention either the
“Football Upgrade” or the “Recruiting Up-
grade.”

Those who are mailing their payment need
to act quickly to be upgraded for Michigan
week.

Readers need to consider their typical deliv-
ery time and remember that during the week
of the Michigan game there will be a postal

holiday on Thanksgiving, two days before The
Game, which has a noon kick. Getting your
BSB to you before the game will be difficult un-
der any circumstances, but your best bet is with
first-class mail.

This is one I can’t blame the post office for.
Thanksgiving is Thanksgiving, one of my late
mother’s favorite holidays. All of us, including
postal workers, should be with our families,
including members of the Ohio State football
team.

Blame the football schedulers.

Delivering Before The Game

Speaking of when BSB readers will get their
Michigan issues, there is what I think is a really
interesting story about Ryan Day, the Buckeyes
and The Game (see pages 16-17) in this BSB.
The story really belongs in our next issue, the
Michigan Preview issue, but we made the de-
cision to put it in this issue because so many of
our readers will not receive their Michigan Pre-
view before the game, potentially rendering the
story outdated. Regardless of when you read
the article, written by our Bobby Gorbett, I hope
you find it as interesting as I did.

While comparing Day’s struggles against
Michigan to those of John Cooper, Doug Les-
merises of the “Bill and Doug on Ohio State
Football” Substack, seems to understand how
felt I about the thrill of winning the national
championship last season — in impressive
fashion — but how that championship did not
erase the pain for me of the embarrassing loss
to a lowly Michigan team. In fact, winning the
championship made the loss in The Game that
much more painful for me because it proved
how much better those 2024 Buckeyes were
than their rivals.

“There are two paths now;” Lesmerises said
of how Ohio State can have a successful season.
“Beating Michigan is one path, and winning the
national championship is another path. Back in
the old days, they were the same path, because
how could you have ever won the national
championship if you didn’'t win the Ohio State
vs. Michigan game? You practically had to be
undefeated to win the national championship,
or maybe have one loss, but you weren't going
to lose your last game of the regular season and
then go on and win the national championship.
Now you can, and Ohio State did it last year.

“The idea and the debate (of) what matters
more, beating Michigan or winning the national
championship? And the actual answer is, they
both matter the most. Before they were the
same, and now they’re not the same. Now there
are two (different) paths. To me, in this world,
at least one of the paths has to be going well.
They won on the other path, and so that doesn’t
mean that the Michigan path doesn’t matter, but
it takes a little bit of the pressure off of it.”

To me, this season, taking the “path” of de-
feating the Wolverines is mandatory. The path
of repeating as national champion is difficult,
regardless of how good this Ohio State team
is. There are a lot of good teams out there, and
there are a lot of games to play and win. Stum-
ble in the postseason after you have already lost
to Michigan, and your mulligan is gone.

Beat Michigan and snap the four-game los-
ing streak, make a decent run in the postseason
and the Buckeyes have had a pretty good sea-
son by most people’s definition — certainly mine.

Regular readers of this column please note
that I believe this is the first time this season |
have mentioned my aversion to losing to Michi-
gan again, as compared to last year when I kept
bringing it up ad nauseam.

BuckeyeSports.com

Nov. 22, 2025 BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN = 35



CINCINNATI REDS

AR,

-
"

= DL R

Order Yours Today! @ ReosMuseumore /GreatEight



