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Holtmann Fired
After Seven
Seasons Leading
OSU Men’s Hoops

By PATRICK ENGELS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Coming off perhaps one of the more ex-
cruciating losses in his seven-year tenure
at Ohio State, men’s basketball head coach
Chris Holtmann quietly walked into the Val-
ue City Arena interview room on Feb. 6 to
answer questions from a group of reporters.

Just 25 minutes earlier, Holtmann and
his team saw an 18-point second-half lead
evaporate on their home floor to Indiana, a
sputtering blue blood that entered the game
having lost five of its previous seven games.
It was a backbreaking 76-73 defeat for Ohio
State that continued a spiraling downward
trend for the program, giving them their
second significant late-game collapse of the
season — the first being another 18-point
blown lead on Dec. 9 at Penn State — along
with its eighth loss in the last nine games.

“I think it's frustrating for everybody,’
Holtmann, who would ultimately be fired on
Feb. 14, said after the game. “It's obviously
been a really hard stretch for all of our play-
ers and coaches, so we have to find a way
out of it.”

Ohio State’s loss to Indiana was not
only another disappointing defeat for Holt-
mann’s team in the 2023-24 campaign — a
season that once held high hopes after a
12-2 start — but also a microcosm of all that
has gone south for the program across the
last few seasons.

The Buckeyes welcomed an uninspired
Value City Arena crowd of 11,157 that
night, part of a trend for the program that
has Ohio State on track to finish the season
with record-low attendance for the second
year in a row. On the court, Ohio State re-
ceived inconsistent offensive production
from its three transfer portal additions —
fifth-years Jamison Battle and Dale Bonner,
and sophomore Evan Mahaffey — an area in
which Holtmann and his staff have strug-

gled to find success since it became a more
prominent part of the collegiate game.
Holtmann and his staff also relied upon
a quartet of relatively inexperienced soph-
omores — guards Roddy Gayle Jr., Bruce
Thornton and Mahaffey along with center
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Felix Okpara — to guide them late in the
game, reflecting a concerted push across
the last two seasons to go young that has
led to a bevy of late-game struggles both this
season and last.

“We have the youngest team in the Big
Ten, so we have a lot of guys who get inside
their heads,” Gayle said after the game.
“We had a lot of manageable things we
did to lose this game. I think we had a lot
of mistakes we could have corrected. We
need everybody to keep their heads up and
stay together moving forward.”

For Holtmann, the frustrations sur-
rounding all of shortcomings
seemed to hit a boiling point during a tense
six-minute press conference following the
Indiana loss, where he seemed uninterest-
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SONNY BROCKWAY
OUT OF TIME — Ohio State fired men's basketball coach Chris Holtmann on Feb. 14, parting ways with the head
coach after seven years with the program. He finished his Ohio State career with a 137-86 record and failed to reach
20 wins in each of his past two campaigns while missing the NCAA Tournament.

ed in giving detailed responses regarding
the state of the program and offered only
short — sometimes curt — answers.

“We just weren't as detailed as we need-
ed to be or as tough as we needed to be
late,” Holtmann said.

“We just need to be more aggressive,” he
added later on.

“We'll see,” he said when asked if these
late-game collapses were correctable.

The Indiana loss — and the reaction by
Holtmann after the game — was viewed by
many as the beginning of the end for the
Holtmann era at Ohio State, one which may
ultimately be remembered more for games
and moments like those than his early tri-
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From The Message Board

“Some talent, but not quite
enough. Some experience, but
nowhere near enough. No discernible
sense of direction. Underwhelming fan
interest. | feel like this program needs
an Urban Meyer-level hire to right the
ship. | would prefer that the university
invest in a top-level coach, if one is
interested. We need a leader who has
been there ... successfully!”

- Michael Bauer

“The current state of the program
is at the basement level as the worst
Big Ten team the last two seasons in
the conference. The basketball team
will always play second fiddle to the

football program. However, there’s
no reason with the positive recruiting
the last couple seasons that the
program cannot have at least some
modicum of tournament success or
at least challenge for the regular and
postseason conference title. My hope
is that the new coach will strive to
obtain those goals which [ think are
very achievable and not asking too
much.”

- Tiffin Buckeye

“| think Gene Smith articulated the
expectations way back when Holtmann
was hired, and if | remember what he
said, | concur; something like routinely

The Ohio State men’s basketball program is set to under-
go significant change following the firing of head coach
Chris Holtmann on Feb. 14. With a new voice set to lead the
team beginning next season, we asked our readers at the
BuckeyeSports.com Fan Forum their thoughts on the state of
the men’s basketball program, including the expectations for
the team moving forward. Here are some of the responses:

ranked in AP poll, making the Sweet
Sixteen usually, and make the Final
Four once in awhile, and of course
finish in the top half of the Big Ten
almost always. If those are not Gene
Smith’s expectations, they are mine.”

- Terrier Buck

“"Whoever that coach might be, |
hope he can bring at least two 6-10,
240-pound bangers with him to join
Felix Okpara and Austin Parks to play
in the paint. It wouldn't hurt if those
two could shoot from behind the
arc on occasion. | really like Okpara
and believe he will be an asset the
next two years. | hope he can add 20

pounds of bulk to withstand the rigors
of Big Ten play.

“Bruce Thornton, Roddy Gayle,
Scotty Middleton, Devin Royal, Evan
Mahaffey, Taison Chatman and Bowen
Hardman have two to four more years
to develop and make the Buckeyes
a solid contender. With the right
coach, they will make fans proud next
season.”

— BYRON MCNUTT

“You know when you are out in the
woods trying to light a campfire and
you can get it to spark but it won't
catch? That's the men’s team.”

- Peyote Buck

From The Pages Of BSB

40 Years Ago — 1984

The lithe figure swooped across the key near the basket, took in a
pass from a teammate and ever so smoothly turned and fired in one quick,
graceful motion. A smile creased the player's face as the ball curled the
net.

That, in a nutshell, is what Brad Sellers’ basketball abilities allowed
him to do. The 7-1, 212-pound transfer student from the University of Wis-
consin hoped that is what he would be doing for real next year as a mem-
ber of Eldon Miller's Ohio State men's basketball team.

“I fit in just like I've been here all along,” the 21-year-old said. Sellers
had practiced with the Buckeyes all season, and although he was not get-
ting the game-action necessary for proper improvement and refinement
of his skills, he was maintaining a level of consistency.

“I think I'm able to maintain a certain level, but it's not the same as in
a game,’ Sellers said. "I think I'm keeping in time by practicing. | want to
report in September in shape because if | don't, it will hurt me greatly. |
wouldn't mind being 220 (pounds), but | feel comfortable playing at this
weight!’

35 Years Ago — 1989

Senior leadership was the key for the Ohio State women's basketball
team in 1989, and that was certainly in evidence Feb. 21 when it rolled to
a 66-57 victory over lowa.

The victory not only extended the team’s home winning streak to 61
consecutive Big Ten games and propelled the Buckeyes back into first
place in the conference, but it served as a reminder that OSU's quartet
of talented seniors was capable of carrying the team to the conference
championship and beyond.

Against lowa, Geneva Sanford, Niki Lowry, Lisa Cline and Liana Coutts
combined for 58 points, 19 rebounds and 14 assists. Most of Ohio State's
opponents had been dazzled by Clines outside shooting, Lowry's inside
moves, Sanford's quickness and Coutts' passing skills. Those game-in,
game-out performances were not lost upon head coach Nancy Darsch.

"The senior class is a good class,’ Darsch said. “They're used to work-
ing with one another now. They look to create things that are going to give
each other shots. Whether it's penetration by Geneva or Lisa, whether it's
Liana finding the open man or whether it's Niki looking high or low, they're
really unselfish!’

30 Years Ago — 1994

Two well-known former Ohio State football players emerged as the
early front-runners to replace Jim Jones as university athletic director.

Rex Kern, quarterback of the 1968 national championship team, and
Archie Griffin, the only two-time winner of the Heisman Trophy, were
the names most frequently mentioned in the week following Jones’ an-
nouncement that he would retire effective June 30.

“| already have a great job and | am not looking to change what I'm
doing,’ Kern told BSB via telephone from his home in California. “However,
I have very strong ties to Ohio and to Ohio State. If the university wants to
talk to me, | surely will listen to what it has to say!’

While Kern had been active with his alma mater since graduation, he
had been physically removed from the university for nearly 25 years. That
was a liability that did not affect Griffin. An assistant athletic director in
charge of fundraising for the past nine years, the 39-year-old former OSU
tailback was still immensely popular, although it had been nearly 20 years
since he won the second of his two Heismans.

“I've been here for nine years and if the time is right, the time is right,’
Griffin told BSB. "I won't tell anyone to select me. But, yes, | would think |
would be one of the ones they would consider for the position.”

25 Years Ago — 1999

While Michael Redd and Scoonie Penn continued to play at a high
level and earn national recognition, fans were becoming increasingly con-
cerned at the thought they would jump to the NBA.

“It's in the back of my mind, but I'm just staying focused on this sea-
son," said Redd, a 6-6 sophomore. “In the offseason, I'm sure we'll talk
about it, but I don't see him leaving or me leaving at this point.’

Penn had said little on the subject, but those close to the program be-
lieved he was intent on returning for his senior season next year, when he
and Ohio State could be in line for even greater accomplishments. Since
Penn had sat out the previous season as a transfer, he was unlikely to bolt
without assurances of being a high pick.

"I haven't even thought about that yet,' Penn said March 1. “There's
none of that going on in my mind. OK, | won this award here, but I've got
to take care of Friday (OSU's tournament opener March 5)

“I'm sure scouts are looking at us," Redd said. “That's just being realis-
tic. But | just want to worry about us continuing to win these games. In the
offseason, we'll see what happens.’

20 Years Ago — 2004

Snarling heavyweights bent on taking down three-time All-American
Tommy Rowlands were usually no match for the Ohio State wrestler. A
Gatorade cup, though - well, that's a different story. Looking for refresh-
ment just prior to a recent practice, Rowlands spilled the contents of a
large cup all over the floor of the Buckeyes' wrestling room.

Fortunately for the Buckeyes, that was about the only misstep he had
made in the last month, and because of that Rowlands was staring down
the barrel of history. No OSU wrestler had ever been a four-time All-Amer-
ican, and only Kevin Randleman has been a two-time national champion.

Rowlands, who had finished second, first and sixth in three NCAA
tournaments, could do both if he blitzed through the Big Ten champi-
onships and NCAAs the way many thought he could. Rowlands wasn't
chalking up anything yet.

"There are a lot of guys out there who can beat me if | don't wrestle
well said Rowlands, who entered the Big Ten meet ranked No. 1in the
country. "I have to stay focused and get through these last few weeks to
really achieve what | set out to do”

15 Years Ago — 2009

The question posed to Ohio State head coach Jim Foster was natural
after his team concluded a fifth consecutive Big Ten women's basketball
season in first place with a 74-63 win against Penn State on March 1.

Did this - a record 12th Big Ten title in school history - feel any dif-
ferent?

He gave an answer that seemed fittingly disjointed considering the
ups and downs of a young but talented team he had coached to 24 wins
during his seventh regular season stalking the sidelines in Columbus.

"Yeah, | think;" he said before a pause. “I think we're a better team than
we've been for a while, a couple of years. That would certainly be one (dif-
ference). A little more enthusiasm with it. And | like the way they took their
time and respected their opponent and celebrated afterwards.’

10 Years Ago — 2014

According to Ohio State, head coach Urban Meyer underwent a small
medical procedure over the Feb. 28 weekend to remove a small fluid col-
lection related to a congenital arachnoid cyst. The procedure, which was
performed at OSU's Wexner Medical Center, removed a cyst that was first
found in 1998 when he was a coach at Notre Dame.

According to Ohio State, the procedure was done to alleviate inter-

mittent headaches Meyer had been experiencing the previous few weeks.
Meyer, 49, was reported to be doing well and was expected to be on the
field March 4 when Ohio State opened its spring drills.

Meyer, of course, had battled health concerns before. He left his
job at Florida after the 2010 season as a result of consistent health- and
stress-related issues and to spend more time with his family.

His biggest health scare came after the Gators’ 2009 SEC Champion-
ship Game loss to Alabama when he had to be rushed to the hospital with
chest pains. He then announced his first retirement from the Gators that
December, but he returned to work in the spring and announced his chest
issues were caused by esophageal spasms that were easily treatable with
medication.

Five Years Ago — 2019

Chris Holtmann may have chosen the wrong profession. In baseball
and international soccer, for example, the person guiding the team is
called a manager.

Holtmann was a coach, more specifically the second-year head
coach of the Ohio State men's basketball team. Yet the title didn't accu-
rately describe what he did. For much of the 2018-19 season he had been
a manager, not necessarily of people - although that was a part of his
job - but of expectations.

It was his own fault. His inaugural campaign after replacing Thad Mat-
ta was better than anyone could have imagined. He took a program that
was 17-15 overall and 11th in the Big Ten with a 7-11 mark in 2016-17 to one
under his guidance that qualified for the NCAA Tournament with a 25-9
record, including finishing second in the conference at 15-3.

Holtmann, the 2017-18 Big Ten Coach of the Year, was the magic man
with the golden touch. But even with that short run of success, the hon-
eymoon for Holtmann and the Buckeyes (18-11, 8-10 Big Ten) was over.
He was questioned about why fifth-year senior guard C.J. Jackson was
playing so much and freshman forward Justin Ahrens so little. How about
some zone defense? Why was Kaleb Wesson always in foul trouble? And
those darn turnovers.

Holtmann was a victim of his own success, as he told the media in
January.

“Fans on the street said, ‘Coach, what were you doing, winning so
much your first year?' " he said, noting that high expectations for this sea-
son were unrealistic.

One Year Ago — 2023

In the storied history of the Ohio State women's basketball program,
nine players had been honored as Big Ten Freshman of the Year, That
group includes the likes of forward Jantel Lavender and guard Kelsey
Mitchell, who were also named Big Ten Player of the Year during their
freshman campaigns, as well as program greats such as Cline, Tracey
Hall, Samantha Prahalis and Katie Smith, among others.

All those listed left strong legacies at Ohio State, and it may have been
time to add a new name to the list of standout freshmen.

First-year forward Cotie McMahon, the winner of six Big Ten Fresh-
man of the Week honors as of Feb. 20 (tying the program record previous-
ly set by Mitchell), provided a significant boost for Ohio State this season,
growing in a matter of months from a wide-eyed freshman to a leader for
one of the better teams in program history.

"She’s got a lot of talent, and the good news is | think she's really just
scratching the surface of it, but she's working hard at it,” Ohio State head
coach Kevin McGuff said earlier in the season. "She's already made a lot
of progress, but she's still really got a long way to go to reach the great
potential that she has!’
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OSU Hoops Program Needs Rebuilt —-Again

I guess no one should have been surprised
at Ohio State deciding to part ways with men’s
basketball coach Chris Holtmann. Conversely,
I don’t think anyone thought Holtmann's tenure
would implode in such spectacularly excruciat-
ing fashion.

Holtmann banked a tremendous amount
of emotional capital when he took over a pro-
gram that had begun to meander during the
final years under Thad Matta and immediately
produced a 25-win season in 2017-18. But that
turned out to be the high-water mark during
Holtmann’s seven years in Columbus.

There was already a sense the program
had plateaued the last couple of years, but be-
ginning late last season, the Buckeyes looked
disjointed, disinterested or a combination of
both on any given night. As if anyone wants
to relive the nightmare, Ohio State began last
season with a 10-3 record before losing 14 of
its next 15 games on the way to the program’s
first losing season in nearly 20 years.

This year was almost a carbon copy when
the Buckeyes started with a 12-2 record be-
fore embarking upon a streak that included
eight losses over their next nine games, a slide
punctuated by blowing an 18-point lead during
a 76-73 home loss to Indiana. OSU stopped
the bleeding temporarily with a 79-75 win in
double overtime against Maryland, but when
the Buckeyes followed that with a listless 62-
54 loss at Wisconsin — the team’s 16th consec-
utive road defeat — outgoing athletic director
Gene Smith pulled the plug on Holtmann.

The team responded a few days later with
a 73-69 upset win against second-ranked Pur-
due in front of a raucous (for once) crowd at
Value City Arena inside the normally lifeless
Schottenstein Center. But while the Buckeyes
showed more spark than they had in a month,
the outcome could also have been attributed to
the Boilermakers who didn’t play anything like
the No. 2 team in the nation.

I have no idea who Holtmann's succes-
sor will be. Barring some kind of miraculous
late-season run, I doubt it will be Jake Diebler
with his lack of experience running a program.
Likewise, none of the names first bandied
about following Holtmann’s dismissal excited
anyone.

Former OSU player and assistant Chris
Jent has reportedly expressed his interest,
but his experience running his own program
is only slightly better than Diebler. Jay Wright,
who won 520 games and two NCAA titles at
Villanova before retiring two years ago, has not
expressed any desire to get back in the game.

Sean Miller has been successful during two
separate stints at Xavier, but his tenure at Ari-
zona was racked by scandal and NCAA inves-
tigations before Miller was fired in April 2021.
And speaking of excess baggage, Bob Huggins
was in attendance at the OSU-Purdue game.
The 70-year-old Ohio native has 935 victories
over more than 40 years as a college head
coach — and almost more black marks and red
X’s on his résumé than humanly possible.

Whoever gets the job will have the unenvi-
able task of somehow trying to resurrect a pro-
gram that has traditionally played the role of
ugly stepsister to its football big brother. While
Ryan Day has to continually defend a program
that has won nearly 90 percent of its games
with five Big Ten titles and one national cham-
pionship over the last decade, the men’s bas-
ketball program has no conference titles since
2012, a 10-year-long (and counting) streak of
failing to advance past the first weekend of the
NCAA Tournament, and a 64-year gap (and
counting) since its one and only NCAA cham-
pionship.

That kind of record wouldn't seem to rise
even to the level of mediocrity.

A History Lesson

During the CBS telecast of Ohio State’s
victory against Purdue, the network produced
a graphic in connection with Black History
Month featuring Cleo Vaughn, the first Afri-
can-American basketball player in OSU pro-
gram history who played one season — and one
season only — during the mid-1950s.

EDITOR’S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

As something of a history buff where Ohio
State football is concerned, I'm ashamed to
say I'm severely lacking when it comes to
OSU basketball history and had honestly nev-
er heard of Vaughn. Therefore, a little digging
was in order.

Thanks in part to OSU basketball historian
Lee Caryer, I learned that Vaughn, a native of
northern Alabama, was a football, baseball and
basketball star at Lima (Ohio) Central High
School and was highly recruited by several
high-level programs before Floyd Stahl offered
him a scholarship to come to Ohio State.

After earning a freshman letter with the
Buckeyes, Vaughn started the opening game
of the 1953-54 season and scored 13 points
during a 93-78 win at Butler. Three days later,
he totaled 11 points and six rebounds during a
91-86 win at St. Louis.

A lingering ankle injury hampered Vaughn
for much of the rest of his sophomore season,
and he wound up averaging just 3.6 points over
14 games. The following year, he returned to
Ohio State but admitted he really wasn't inter-
ested in either academics or athletics.

He left school and joined the U.S. Army after
which he played some minor-league baseball in
the New York Yankees organization. During the
1957 season, Vaughn played in the outfield at
Class-D St. Petersburg and Class-C Modesto,
hitting a combined .221 with one home run and
11 runs batted in over 30 games.

By 1960, Vaughn decided to complete his
college education at Alabama A&M, where
he played basketball and earned black college
All-America honors. “I wasn't eligible under
the rules after playing professional baseball,”
he later said, “but nobody checked.”

After graduation, Vaughn moved to the De-
troit area, where he worked for Ebony maga-
zine and began referring to himself as Chico
rather than Cleo. While in the Motor City, he
dated such Motown Records stars as Diana
Ross and Martha Reeves, and he even sang
backup on the 1971 Marvin Gaye hit “What’s
Going On.”

Years later, he moved to the Toledo area,
where he became involved in community ser-
vice, including running an incredibly popular
youth basketball camp that attracted such
youngsters as Dennis Hopson, Jim Jackson
and LeBron James.

Vaughn continued to be an influential mem-
ber of the Toledo community until his death in
2010 at the age of 77. Last summer, he was
elected to the Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame.

Despite his passing, the Cleo Vaughn
Sports Group lives on, founded by Vaughn's
son, Tommy, to offer free basketball camps,
clinics and life skills to youngsters in the To-
ledo area.

Key To Success

It's been something of a jackpot offseason
for the Ohio State football team.

Stalwarts such as TreVeyon Henderson,

Emeka Egbuka, Jack Sawyer, Denzel Burke,
Lathan Ransom, ] T. Tuimoloau, Tyliek Williams
and Cody Simon decided to return for another
season, while the Buckeyes raided the transfer
portal for the likes of Kansas State quarterback
Will Howard, Ole Miss running back Quinshon
Judkins, Alabama safety Caleb Downs and
Michigan linebacker Joey Velazquez.

There seems to be a glut of talent at nearly
every position, and that includes quarterback —
somewhat strange for a team that lost its start-
er through the portal when Kyle McCord ran
off to the relative obscurity of central New York
and Syracuse University.

Howard seems to have the inside track on
replacing McCord as the OSU starter, but Day
is on record as saying he wants to get “as many
(spring) reps as we can” to holdovers Devin
Brown and Lincoln Kienholz as well as incom-
ing freshman Air Noland and Alabama trans-
fer Julian Sayin.

Of course, it goes without saying that all
the stockpiled talent in the world isn't going to
amount to the proverbial tinker’s damn (look it
up, kiddos) if the offensive line doesn't perform
a whole lot better than it did during the 2023
season, and most specifically against Missouri
in the Cotton Bowl.

Left tackle Josh Simmons, left guard Dono-
van Jackson and right tackle Josh Fryar return
from last year’s line, and one would hope their
year of experience together will help them im-
prove for 2024. Joining them will be Alabama
transfer Seth McLaughlin at center and former
four-star tackle prospect Luke Montgomery,
who will presumably take over right guard du-
ties from Matthew Jones.

So, when Bobby or Betty Buckeye try to
bend your ear this spring and summer about
how many points their favorite team is going
to ring up in the fall, remember that the road
to beating Michigan and beyond will either be
a smooth one or chock full of potholes because
of the offensive line.

Irish Eyes Are Crying

In case you missed it, the College Football
Playoff board of managers unanimously ap-
proved on Feb. 20 the so-called 5+7 model for
the expanded 12-team tournament field begin-
ning this fall.

The agreement guarantees playoff spots
to the five highestranking conference cham-
pions along with the next seven highest-rank-
ing teams. That means automatic inclusion
to the Big Ten, SEC, Big 12 and ACC winners
with the fifth spot going to the highest-ranked
Group of 5 champion from the American, Con-
ference-USA, MAC, Mountain West and Sun
Belt. (Remember, the Pac-12 has ceased to
exist.)

First-round byes go to the top four teams
during a tournament that will be spread out
over four weeks.

You can argue about which entities — uni-
versities, coaches, players, broadcast part-
ners, advertisers — are the big winners in this
expanded playoff format, but there can be no
dispute about the biggest loser.

The arrogance Notre Dame has exhibited
over the years by refusing to join a football con-
ference while hoarding all of its TV revenue is
finally coming back to bite the Fighting Irish
in a big way.

Under the new CFP rules, an undefeated
and No. 1-ranked Notre Dame team would fare
no better than a No. 5 seed in the playoff tour-
nament because the first four seeds are locked
into the Power 4 conference champions. As a
result, under the present format, the Irish will
never garner a first-round bye and must always
run the four-game gantlet if they are to win
their first national championship since 1988.
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Laurinaitis Promoted To
Linebackers Coach

Ohio State and head coach Ryan Day
have filled their 10th and final assistant
coach opening with a familiar face, promot-
ing graduate assistant James Laurinaitis to
linebackers coach on Feb. 15. He received
a two-year contract through the 2025 sea-
son.

Laurinaitis, 37, joined the staff last sea-
son, working with the linebackers while as-
sisting with recruiting. Now as a full-time
assistant coach, Laurinaitis — who has
drawn rave reviews from prospects — is al-
lowed to go on the road and recruit.

“I try to be an ambassador of Ohio
State,” Laurinaitis said on Feb. 20. “I love
this school. It's changed my life. It's done
wonders for me and my family. To play
here, recruit your position at the school
you went to at the place that you love, it's
so natural.

“When you're explaining it to people,
like, I'm sure there are some coaches that
have to come off as car salesmen. There’s
really none of that because I've lived it.
That's a huge benefit, when you're talking
to young people trying to convince them to
come to your school, it’s like, ‘This is what
it did for me.”

A spot opened up for Laurinaitis on the
coaching staff following the firing of special
team’s coordinator Parker Fleming. Day
had indicated the Buckeyes were looking
at several options regarding the final assis-
tant coach spot, including hiring another
special teams coordinator or adding an ad-
ditional defensive line coach, but they elect-

ed to use that spot to promote Laurinaitis.
Without a dedicated special teams coordi-
nator, it is expected that one of Ohio State’s
current assistants will take over coaching
that unit, with Day also having more input.

Laurinaitis is a former linebacker at
Ohio State, where he played from 2005-
08 and was a three-time All-American and
two-time Big Ten Defensive Player of the
Year, among other national awards. Follow-
ing his time with the Buckeyes, Laurinaitis
played eight seasons in the NFL with the
St. Louis Rams and New Orleans Saints,
finishing with 869 career tackles.

He first broke into coaching in 2022,
joining Notre Dame
as a graduate as-
sistant under head
coach Marcus Free-
man, and since re-
turning to Ohio State,
Laurinaitis has made
a significant impres-
sion on those in and
around the program.

James Laurinaitis “I've been very im-
pressed,” Day said. “I think he has a really
bright future in coaching. He's only been
doing it a couple years, but playing has al-
lowed him an opportunity to give him per-
spective. But he also has credibility with
the guys.

Laurinaitis is now one of three new as-
sistant coaches for Ohio State, joining safe-
ties coach Matt Guerrieri and offensive co-
ordinator/quarterbacks coach Chip Kelly.

Walton Promoted, Four
Coaches Extended

The promotion of Laurinaitis was one
of several moves Ohio State made to its
coaching staff on Feb. 15. The team also
announced the promotion of Tim Walton
to assistant head coach/secondary and cor-
nerbacks coach and gave him a two-year
contract extension through 2026.

Additionally, tight ends coach Keenan
Bailey and defensive coordinator Jim
Knowles received one- and two-year exten-
sions through 2025 and 2026, respectively,
and associate head coach/defensive line
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2024 Ohio State Football Schedule

Date Opponent Result/Time (ET) TV 2023 Record, Bowl Result
Aug. 31 AKRON TBA TBA 2-10, not eligible
Sept. 7  WESTERN MICHIGAN TBA TBA 4-8, not eligible
Sept. 21 MARSHALL TBA TBA 6-7, 35-17 loss to UTSA (Frisco)
Sept. 28 at Michigan State TBA TBA 4-8, not eligible
Oct. 5 IOWA TBA TBA 10-4, 35-0 loss to Tennessee (Citrus)
Oct.12  at Oregon TBA TBA 12-2, 45-6 win over Liberty (Fiesta)
Oct.26 NEBRASKA TBA TBA 5-7, not eligible
Nov. 2 at Penn State TBA TBA 10-3, 38-25 loss to Ole Miss (Peach)
Nov.9  PURDUE TBA TBA 4-8, not eligible
Nov. 16  at Northwestern TBA TBA  8-5, 14-7 win over Utah (Las Vegas)
Nov. 23  INDIANA TBA TBA 3-9, not eligible
Nov. 30 MICHIGAN TBA TBA  15-0, 34-13 win over Washington (CFP Champ.)

coach Larry Johnson earned a new two-
year contract through 2025.

Walton, who played cornerback at Ohio
State from 1990-93, has made a name for
himself since joining the Buckeyes' staff
as cornerbacks coach in 2022. Ohio State
finished with the nation’s top-ranked pass
defense last season while Walton has also
been electric on the recruiting trail, signing
several high-profile cornerbacks in 2024
and is in line to do the same in 2025.

Johnson, despite consistent rumors of
retirement, will serve as an Ohio State as-
sistant for his 11th season, making him the
longest-tenured assistant on Ohio State’s
staff. The 72-year-old will also have a fa-
miliar face joining him on the sidelines this
season, as his son Tony will join the staff as
an analyst and advisor.

The younger Johnson does not have
any collegiate coaching experience, but he
did play wide receiver at Penn State from
2000-03, when the elder Johnson was the
Nittany Lions’ defensive line coach.

O’Brien Lauds Day
In Opening BC Presser

Bill O’Brien’s time at Ohio State may
have been a short one, but that did not stop
him from having some positive things to
say about Day and the program.

Speaking with the media at his intro-
ductory press conference at Boston Col-
lege on Feb. 15, which was the first time
he offered comments since he was hired by
Ohio State and subsequently hired by the
Eagles, O’'Brien wasted little time in com-
plimenting Day for the support and consid-
eration he showed the now former Buckeye
assistant throughout the situation.

“I really want to thank Ryan Day, the
head football coach at Ohio State, for his
patience and his understanding regarding
why it was so important for me to pursue
this job,” O’'Brien said. “A lot of people here
at Boston College are familiar with Ryan
Day. Ryan Day is an outstanding person, an
outstanding coach and he was great during
this whole process.”

O’Brien, who left Ohio State for Boston
College on Feb. 9, told reporters after his
press conference that he had been search-
ing for homes in the Columbus area and
preparing for life as the Buckeyes' new
offensive coordinator until former Golden
Eagles head coach Jeff Hafley left the pro-
gram on Jan. 31 to become defensive coor-
dinator for the Green Bay Packers.

“The night that (Hafley) decided to go to
Green Bay, my phone blew up a little bit,”
O’Brien said. “My wife and I were actually
in Columbus at the time. She was looking
for a house. So then the process started the

next day. It was pretty quick.”

While O'Brien applauded Day and Ohio
State for his understanding and patience,
he said that the decision to go to Boston
College was a “no-brainer” for him and his
family, especially given their connections
to both the school and the city of Boston.

“Growing up outside of Boston with my
family as a lifelong BC fan, a lot of us went
to Brown, but we were secret Boston Col-
lege fans, I promise you,” O’'Brien said. “I
went into coaching in 1993 when I got out
of Brown and went into coaching at Brown,
and I always dreamed about being the head
coach at Boston College. My career has
taken some twists and turns and taken me
down roads I never could have imagined,
but as I stand here today, I couldn’t be more
grateful that the road has finally taken me
back home to Boston College.”

O’Brien will begin his head coaching
stint at Boston College with a daunting
challenge on Sept. 2 when it travels to Tal-
lahassee, Fla., for a matchup against Flor-
ida State.

Eight Buckeyes Invited
To NFL Combine

The 2024 NFL Scouting Combine will
have a strong presence from Ohio State,
with eight former Buckeyes having the
chance to impress NFL coaches and exec-
utives.

Wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr., run-
ning back Miyan Williams, tight end Cade
Stover, offensive lineman Matthew Jones,
safety Josh Proctor, defensive tackle Mike
Hall Jr. and linebackers Tommy Eichenberg
and Steele Chambers were the Buckeyes
who received invites to the NFL Scouting
Combine, which will take place at Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis from Feb. 26
through March 4. Wide receiver Xavier
Johnson was the only Buckeye entering the
draft who did not receive an invite.

In addition to working out on the field —
sans Harrison, who reportedly will not par-
ticipate in workouts — players will have the
opportunity to meet with teams in advance
of the 2024 NFL draft, which takes place in
Detroit from April 25-27.

Of the 321 prospects invited, Michigan
leads all schools with 18 players who will
participate in the NFL Scouting Combine.
Washington had 13 players, Florida State
and Georgia each had 12, Texas had 11
and both Alabama and Penn State had 10
players invited.

Ohio State was joined by LSU, Notre
Dame and USC in having eight players in-
vited, though the Buckeyes have a smaller
draft-eligible pool than usual considering
the number of players who opted to return.
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10 DENZEL BURKE, 6-1, 193, SR.
24 Jermaine Mathews Jr,, 5-11, 182, So.

2 EMEKA EGBUKA, 6-1, 206, SR.
9 Jayden Ballard, 6-2, 198, R-Jr.

95 Casey Magyar, 5-10, 189, R-Jr.

44 ).T. TUIMOLOAU, 6-4, 271, SR.
92 Caden Curry, 6-3, 260, Jr.

42 Joe McGuire, 6-2, 235, R-Fr.

## Caleb Downs, 6-0, 203, So.
25 Malik Hartford, 6-2, 194, So.

OHIO STATE PRE-SPRING DEPTH CHART

8 LATHAN RANSOM, 6-0, 210, 5TH-SR.
14 Ja'Had Carter, 6-1, 203, 5th-Sr.
7 JORDAN HANCOCK, 6-0, 187, SR.

26 Cedrick Hawkins, 6-0, 182, R-Fr.

6 SONNY STYLES, 6-4, 230, JR.

11 C.J. Hicks, 6-3, 230, Jr.

30 Cody Simon, 6-2, 235, 5th-Sr.
36 Gabe Powers, 6-4, 235, R-So.

58 Ty Hamilton, 6-3, 295, 5th-Sr.

93 Hero Kanu, 6-4, 305, R-So.

74 DONOVAN JACKSON, 6-4, 320, SR.

67 Austin Siereveld, 6-5, 317, R-Fr.

91 TYLEIK WILLIAMS, 6-3, 320, SR.
95 Tywone Malone, 6-4, 303, R-So.

©

## Seth McLaughlin, 6-4, 305, 5th-Sr. OR 70 JOSH FRYAR, 6-6, 313, 5TH-SR. OR |
77 Tegra Tshabola, 6-6, 322, R-So.

75 CARSON HINZMAN, 6-4, 300, R-SO.

©

66 Enokk Vimahi, 6-4, 313, 6th-Sr.

()

O

## Will Howard, 6-5, 242, 5th-Sr.

33 Devin Brown, 6-3, 213, R-So.
12 Lincoln Kienholz, 6-2, 200, R-Fr.

32 TREVEYON HENDERSON, 5-10, 212, SR. OR

## Quinshon Judkins, 5-11, 210, Jr.
5 Dallan Hayden, 5-10, 205, R-So.

38 JAYDEN FIELDING, 6-0, 175, JR.

11 Brandon Inniss, 6-0, 207, So.
86 Bryson Rodgers, 6-2, 185, R-Fr.

— Starters in bold, returning starters in all caps
— Depth chart compiled by Braden Moles

33 JACK SAWYER, 6-4, 265, SR.
97 Kenyatta Jackson, 6-5, 258, R-So.

°

<

71 JOSH SIMMONS, 6-5, 310, R-JR.

65 Zen Michalski, 6-7, 310, R-Jr. 51 Luke Montgomery, 6-4, 302, So.

88 Gee Scott Jr., 6-3, 240, 5th-Sr. OR

1 DAVISON IGBINOSUN, 6-3, 190, JR.
15 Calvin Simpson-Hunt, 6-0, 195, R-Fr. OR
4 Lorenzo Styles Jr, 6-1,195, R-Jr.

o

17 Carnell Tate, 6-2, 191, So.
## Jeremiah Smith, 6-3, 214, Fr.

## Will Kacmarek, 6-6, 256, R-Jr.
15 Jelani Thurman, 6-6, 258, R-Fr.

Former U-M Linebacker
Transfers To Ohio State

Former Michigan linebacker Joey
Velazquez is turning in his maize and blue
for scarlet and gray this fall, transferring
from Michigan and joining Ohio State for
the 2024 season as a walk-on.

Velazquez, 