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SONNY BROCKWAY
TRE TO THE RESCUE — Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson had 
his second strong outing in as many games on Nov. 4 against Rutgers, going 
for 208 yards from scrimmage, with 128 coming on the ground, in the 35-16 
win.
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Sometimes, you don’t know how good 
you have it until it’s gone.

Think back to the excitement of run-
ning back TreVeyon Henderson’s first few 
games at Ohio State. He scored on a 70-
yard catch-and-run in his first outing as 
a Buckeye and set the freshman rushing 
record just two weeks later, going for 270 
yards and three scores in a 41-20 win over 
Tulsa. When a record held by Archie Griffin 
since 1972 is broken, things usually bode 
well for whoever is replacing his name in 
the books.

“We already knew he was special,” 
quarterback C.J. Stroud said after Hender-
son broke the record. “He has a God-given 
talent, and he put it on display today. He 
showed the whole nation what he can do, 
and he’s just getting started. It was amaz-
ing watching him do what he did today, and 
I feel like he’ll do even better.”

But little has gone according to plan for 
Henderson since his breakout freshman 
season. He appeared in just eight games 
last season and did not look like himself 
even when he was on the field, averaging 
5.3 yards per carry – over a yard less than 
his 6.8-yard average the year before – as 
he dealt with a lingering foot injury suf-
fered earlier in the season that resulted 
in surgery after his sophomore campaign 
concluded.

Heading into this year, though, Hender-
son said he felt good about his return to 
the field after an up-and-down season, and 
he thought he had returned to that explo-
sive nature that many – himself included – 
did not see last year. That statement was 
backed up through the first four games of 
this season, when he carried the ball 44 
times for 295 yards and five touchdowns, 
including a 61-yarder in the 17-14 win at 
Notre Dame on Sept. 23.

It was the win over the Fighting Irish, 
though, where Henderson said he took a 
cheap shot from a Notre Dame defender. 
That forced him back to the bench for the 
next three games, and Ohio State’s rushing 
attack largely floundered without Hender-
son’s presence.

Over that three-game span, the Buck-
eyes had just 293 yards on the ground and 
averaged 2.6 yards per attempt, so it was 
a welcome reprieve when Henderson re-
turned at Wisconsin, totaling 162 rushing 
yards and a touchdown in the win.

But as it turns out, that may have just 
been a warning shot. If it was not clear be-
fore, Henderson’s return to his freshman 
form was solidified in Ohio State’s 35-16 
win at Rutgers on Nov. 4. He carried the 
ball 22 times for 128 yards and a touch-
down while also leading the Buckeyes with 
five receptions for 80 yards.

“It feels great,” Henderson said. “It’s a 
blessing to be out here and give this team 
everything I’ve got. With God on my side, 
I’m going to continue to try to do that.”

Henderson ran hard from start to fin-
ish. He carried the ball seven times for 34 
yards in the first quarter before adding an 
11-yard gain in the second and scoring his 
only touchdown of the game – a 9-yarder 
– in the third. In the final frame, he went 
65 yards on a reception from Kyle McCord 
that led to one of the team’s four touch-
downs on offense.

“When you get him to the second lev-
el, he’s dangerous,” head coach Ryan Day 
said. “Once he gets out in the open field, 

like the check down for 65 yards, he is a 
mismatch and a very explosive player.”

Wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. – who 
had just four receptions on the day, though 
two went for touchdowns – said it has been 
great for the offense to have Henderson 
back.

“He’s such an explosive playmaker,” 
Harrison said. “He has a chance to take the 
ball to the end zone no matter where he is 
on the field. Having a guy like that on the 
offense definitely benefits us a lot.”

But that offense outside of Henderson? 
Well, it remains a concern for Ohio State, 
which had yet another slow start as Rut-

gers not only held a 9-7 lead going into 
the half, but it was the first ever lead the 
Scarlet Knights – now winless in 10 tries 
against Ohio State – have ever had over the 
Buckeyes after one quarter of play.

It happened as a result of Ohio State 
failing to score on five of the first six drives 
of the game, including a three-and-out to 
open the contest and back-to-back drives 
entering the locker room where the Buck-
eyes turned the ball over, the first coming 
on a failed punt fake by Jesse Mirco that 
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Ohio State, which opened at No. 1 in the College 
Football Playoff rankings, did not exactly look like the 
nation’s top team in a 35-16 win at Rutgers on Nov. 
4, which occurred after trailing 9-7 at the half. But on 
the back of strong performances by the Buckeyes’ 
playmakers, Ohio State was able to stay undefeated 
through nine games. Here are some choices from the 
Buckeye Sports Bulletin staff members and readers 
from the BuckeyeSports.com Fan Forum for players 
worthy of receiving Buckeye Leaves:

Patrick Engels, BSB: Ohio State’s defensive 
performance wasn’t always pretty against Rutgers, but 
they did get a monster performance from safety Josh 
Proctor. The longtime Buckeye was all over the field for 
Jim Knowles’ unit, serving as a major run-stopper in the 
red zone when the team needed a stop most.

Proctor’s physicality was most felt at the end of 
the first half, when he came through in the clutch on 
consecutive plays at the goal line. With Rutgers at the 
Buckeyes’ 2-yard line, Proctor burst through the middle 
of the field to stop Gavin Wimsatt for a huge 1-yard loss, 
and on the next play he stopped Christian Dremel for 
no gain.

Proctor’s efforts were most felt on arguably the 
biggest play of the game, though, when he provided 

the key hit on Kyle Monangai that led to the eventual 
93-yard pick-six by Jordan Hancock. He sustained what 
looked like a head injury on that play that forced him out 
of the game, but that play, and his overall performance, 
helped lead the Buckeyes to a gutsy win in Piscataway, 
N.J.

Braden Moles, BSB: Look no further than TreVeyon 
Henderson for the reason Ohio State was able to escape 
from New Jersey with a win.

It was the third consecutive 100-yard rushing 
performance for Henderson, who finished with 128 yards 
and a touchdown on 22 carries, averaging 5.8 yards per 
attempt. He also led Ohio State in receiving, hauling in 
five receptions for 80 yards, including a 65-yard catch-
and-run in the fourth.

He has run hard ever since returning from injury 
against Wisconsin and has not shown any signs of 
slowing down as the season enters the homestretch.

Greg Wilson, BSB: My Buckeye Leaf goes to 
Hancock, who had one of the biggest plays of the game 
with a 93-yard pick six on Rutgers’ first drive of the 
second half, which they entered with a 9-7 lead.

The momentum flipped back into the Buckeyes 
hands, helping them retake the lead and ultimately win 
the game. Hancock finished with five tackles and the 
interception, which was the first of his career.

Subscribers
Tiffin Buckeye: Henderson, feed him the rock and 

don’t overthink it.

Terrier Buck: Maybe others played well (I don’t 
know) but Henderson was the star of the game.

Michael Bauer: I have Henderson, Hancock, and 
Harrison, probably in that order.

John Lanning: Proctor had a game before he got 
hurt. Leaf him. Of course, Henderson and Harrison 
earned leaves.

PeyoteBuck: Even though he can’t block as well as 
Cade Stover, Gee Scott Jr carried his load. He made an 
impact.

Mcarr: Offense: Henderson. Defense: Proctor: 
Special Teams: Uh, uh, uh. I’d say Jesse Mirco but that 
failed punt fake could have been costly. I guess Jayden 
Fielding. He hit all of his extra points.

BOB CODY: The entire defense again, especially 
the goal-line defense. Hancock and Proctor. TreVeyon, 
Marvin, and the unfairly maligned Kyle McCord.

bstu9: Proctor. He was literally everywhere. Played 
one of his best games as a Buckeye.

FAN FORUM
Buckeye Leaves

From The Message Board

“I’m pretty confident. I feel 
as if they get in their own way 
more so than not. They tend to 
go away from the things that 
work instead of working their 
offense around it. Still have a 
couple games to get humming 
and I hope it happens soon.”

– Tiffin Buckeye

“The question asks about 
the team’s goals. My goal is to 
go undefeated in the regular 
season, and I thought before the 
season began that Ohio State 
would be more likely than not to 
go undefeated. After the Rutgers 
game, I am marginally less 
confident than I originally was. A 
reminder, OSU has ten five-star 
players and the rest of the B1G 
has seven.”

– Terrier Buck

“The past two weeks have 
been good practice of blocking 
for the run game. Henderson is 
quick. Open the hole and he’ll 
get there. The pass blocking 

has been suspect. Now that has 
to be improved. This group is 
coming along just fine. They will 
be there when the time arrives.”

– John Lanning

“(Nov. 11)’s Michigan at Penn 
State game will tell us a lot. 
The Buckeyes need to get every 
player healthy for the trip to Ann 
Arbor. A healthy team will need 
to play smart, execute plays, 
avoid mistakes, not commit any 
unforced errors, have the breaks 
go their way and play inspired 
football for 60 minutes. Thirty 
minutes won’t do it. This team 
hasn’t played a 60-minute game 
yet. Our big-time players will 
need to show up and perform. 
I’m hopeful, but not confident.”

– BRYON MCNUTT

“With this team, I just feel 
like there’s no looking forward. 
The offense is unpredictable 
and the defense showed some 
cracks against Rutgers’ rushing 
game. Just take them one week 

at a time and try to go 1-0 each 
week.”

– bstu9

“Confident! This Buckeye 
team is getting everyone’s best 
shot on defense and they still 
prevail!”

– Luckeeman

“I believe that Ryan Day is 
holding several plays back on 
offense for the TTUN game.  
Also, offensive players such as 
Cade Stover and Chip Trayanum 
have a chance to recover as they 
have a few weeks before the big 
one. I believe we will give Jim 
Harbaugh a butt-kicking send-
off.”

– AnthonyBuckeye

“My confidence is lacking 
because, as usual, The Game is 
an early kickoff. Once again, the 
Buckeyes came out sluggish, like 
they just got out of bed. Maybe 
trade one of the breakfast 
burritos for a Red Bull? They will 

need to play four solid quarters 
against top competition.”

– R1TBDBITL

“Things are questionable from 
my perspective.  It all comes 
down to the ifs … if Henderson 
is healthy, if Emeka Egbuka is 
healthy, if the tight end show 
with Stover and Gee Scott Jr. 
continues and if Kyle McCord 
can stay on schedule. Finally, 
if the defense can continue to 
provide the offense time during 
a tight game to get its act 
together.”

– BuckeyeScott

“Having Henderson back 
is a huge plus. But McCord 
seems to be regressing, not 
progressing. He doesn’t have to 
be C.J. Stroud. Just don’t make 
mistakes! The offensive line 
is getting better, but are they 
championship caliber?”

– Poster That Harley Built

Ohio State’s 35-16 win at Rutgers on Nov. 4 was another game 
where the defense – even if it wasn’t up to the usual snuff – led the 
team to a win with big plays like Jordan Hancock’s pick-six. But that 
leaves plenty of questions about the offense, which seems to strug-
gle whenever the ball is not in the hands of Marvin Harrison Jr. or 
TreVeyon Henderson. We asked readers in the BuckeyeSports.com 
Fan Forum how confident they are that Ohio State’s offense can 

lead the Buckeyes to their goals as the regular season starts to come 
to a close. Here are some of the responses:



OPINIONOPINION

EDITOR’S EDITOR’S 
NOTEBOOKNOTEBOOK

Mark ReaMark Rea

Chalk Up Another Ugly Win For OSU
The headline for last week’s column was 

“Every Victory Is A Thing Of Beauty,” and 
while I’ll continue to stick with that senti-
ment, I think the Ohio State football team 
might be taking this “win ugly” thing a bit too 
far.

The newly-christened No. 1 team in the 
country, courtesy of the initial College Foot-
ball Playoff rankings of the season, played 
like anything but the No. 1 team in the coun-
try, allowing usual woodshed victim Rutgers 
to hang around into the fourth quarter before 
the Buckeyes could salt away a 35-16 victory.

There is no doubt that former OSU de-
fensive coordinator Greg Schiano has res-
urrected the Scarlet Knights program from 
doormat status in the Big Ten to an opponent 
that plays hard from the opening kickoff to 
the final whistle. Rutgers is already bowl-eli-
gible for the first time in nine years, and if you 
don’t think that’s a big deal in Piscataway, you 
didn’t see video of the jubilant locker room 
dance after the Knights secured their sixth 
win of the season.

Still, Schiano has a long way to go if his 
program is to challenge for a conference 
championship. As he alluded to during the 
week before his team took on Ohio State, 
the Knights rarely get “ready-made players.” 
In other words, while the Buckeyes harvest 
more than their share of four- and five-star 
prospects, Rutgers has to make do with two- 
and three-star prospects whose hunger to 
compete against the best of the best might 
sometimes outweigh their individual talents.

That was on full display against the Buck-
eyes, who appeared at times much more 
enamored with their top-ranked status than 
their opponents did.

For example, tight end Gee Scott Jr. did 
his best Marvin Harrison Jr. imitation on a 
contested 14-yard touchdown reception to 
open the scoring in the first quarter. While 
the catch was likely special for Scott since it 
was his first TD this season and second of his 
career, the fact that it came against Rutgers 
linebacker Mohamed Toure must have made 
it even sweeter. Toure had made Scott whiff 
on an attempted block on the play before the 
touchdown.

But midway through the second quarter, 
Scott flat-out dropped a third-down pass over 
the middle that would have given the Buck-
eyes a fresh set of downs near midfield. As 
it was, OSU was forced to punt, and Rutgers 
turned that possession into a field goal.

Scott’s drop was the third straight misfire 
from Kyle McCord after the Ohio State quar-
terback began the game completing each 
of his first 11 attempts. Coupled with seven 
connections in a row to finish the Wisconsin 
game, the QB established a new program re-
cord with 18 consecutive completions. C.J. 
Stroud had the old record of 17 in a row set 
just last year during a 49-20 win at Michigan 
State.

But McCord, who typically starts slow and 
finishes fast, went cold after his hot start, and 
despite matching his career high with three 
touchdown passes, he finished the game 19 
for 26 for 189 yards and an interception.

I’m not sure what the game plan was for 
the OSU wide receivers – there was a tricky 
breeze swirling around SHI Stadium – but 
I’m pretty certain Harrison’s Heisman Tro-
phy candidacy blew away in that wind when 
the star receiver had only four catches for 25 
yards. He did have a pair of touchdown recep-
tions, but neither went for more than 4 yards. 
In fact, Harrison’s longest catch during the 
afternoon was 16 yards, and no Ohio State 
wide receiver caught a pass longer than 22 
yards. That was freshman Carnell Tate, 

whose 22-yarder didn’t come until the 5:09 
mark of the third quarter.

Emeka Egbuka eased back into the rota-
tion after two games away but totaled only 29 
yards on four receptions. But at least Harri-
son, Tate and Ebuka were in the mix. Julian 
Fleming was relegated to mostly decoy work 
and downfield blocking. As a result, he was 
targeted only once and saw a personal streak 
of catches in 20 straight games come to an 
end.    

Of course, maybe it was a case of the Rut-
gers pass defense identifying weaknesses 
in the Ohio State offensive attack and then 
exploiting them. Stroud was held to just 154 
yards through the air during last year’s 49-10 
win, and McCord was held to his career low 
in 10 games so far as a starter.

Uneven Defensive Effort
After back-to-back games of excellent de-

fense, the Buckeyes appeared to take a step 
backward against Rutgers.

The Scarlet Knights totaled 361 yards, 
including 232 on the ground – both sea-
son-high totals for an OSU opponent. Run-
ning back Kyle Monangai rushed 24 times for 
159 yards, marking the first time a Rutgers 
player had cracked the century mark against 
the Buckeyes in the 10-game history of the 
series.

More than one-quarter of Monangai’s 
rushing total came when the Ohio State 
defense was caught flat-footed on a fourth-
and-1 play in the second quarter. Expecting 
a quarterback sneak, the Buckeyes crowded 
the line of scrimmage prior to the snap, but 
when Rutgers QB Gavin Wimsatt executed a 
double snap of sorts – taking the snap and es-
sentially snapping the ball again through his 
legs to a waiting Monangai – the play went for 
45 yards to set up the first of three field goals 
for the Knights.

The unusual play – a modern-day vari-
ation on the old “fumblerooski” – shouldn’t 
have taken Ohio State that much by surprise. 
Schiano has always been a master of trickery 
over the years, including punt fakes, throw-
back passes on kick returns and anything 
else he can think of to gain an advantage.

Regardless of the tricks, subtract the 45-
yard gain on that play, and Monangai would 
still have cracked the century mark against 
the Buckeyes, signaling something of a trou-
bling trend.

The tenor of the game against Wisconsin 
changed dramatically when Badgers run-
ning back Braelon Allen was sidelined near 
the end of the first half with an ankle injury. 
Wisconsin was beginning to get its run game 
going, but with Allen unavailable in the sec-
ond half, the Badgers managed only 54 yards 
on the ground after the break and Ohio State 
was able to salt away a 24-10 victory.

Two games before that, Purdue running 
back Devin Mockobee rushed for 110 yards 
during his team’s 41-7 loss to the Buckeyes.

I’m not going to dredge up that whole 
thing regarding the so-called toughness of 
Ohio State, and the Buckeyes managed to 
keep Rutgers to just one touchdown despite 
six trips inside the red zone. But I must admit 
to a certain bit of leftover shellshock from the 

last two Michigan games and wonder what’s 
going to happen in Ann Arbor on Nov. 25 if 
the Buckeyes are sometimes unable to con-
trol the line of scrimmage against the likes of 
Purdue or Rutgers.

Perhaps, though, it is a talented defensive 
unit that can look so vulnerable at times and 
still turn in the game-altering play. That, of 
course, came early in the third quarter when 
a hit from safety Josh Proctor dislodged a po-
tential completion to Monangai, and the ball 
bounced to cornerback Jordan Hancock (sub-
bing for the injured Denzel Burke). Hancock 
was so happy with his first career pick that he 
returned it 93 yards for a touchdown.

In addition to the pick-six turning a 9-7 
deficit into a 14-9 lead – a lead Ohio State 
would never relinquish the remainder of the 
afternoon – it was the sixth-longest intercep-
tion return in program history.

A Difference-Maker
With the passing attack parked in first 

gear most of the day, TreVeyon Henderson 
showed up (again) in a big way. He carried 22 
times for 128 yards and a touchdown, giving 
the Buckeyes a shot in the arm seemingly 
whenever they needed it most. Of his 22 car-
ries, Henderson gained 5 or more yards on 
12 of them, and seven of those 12 resulted in 
either a first down or a touchdown.  

Henderson now has three consecutive 
100-yard performances, which includes 104 
yards against Notre Dame before he was side-
lined for three games. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, though, is the fact that the third-year 
running back has cracked the century mark 
in back-to-back games for the first time in his 
college career. In other words, he seems to be 
hitting his stride at the right time.

With Henderson on the sideline, Ohio 
State’s rushing attack had dropped to 10th in 
the Big Ten and 99th in the nation. After two 
games with him back in the lineup, the Buck-
eyes have improved to fifth in the conference 
and are up 11 spots nationally.

Henderson also showcased his speed in 
the passing game against Rutgers, becoming 
the team’s leading receiver in a game for the 
first time in his career. A catch-and-run worth 
65 yards not only helped to pad McCord’s fi-
nal stats, it gave Henderson five receptions 
for 80 yards against the Scarlet Knights. It 
represented the most receiving yards for a 
true OSU running back (that doesn’t count 
H-backs) since Brandon Saine had four 
catches for 84 yards and a touchdown during 
a 38-10 win against Indiana in 2010.

And while we’re handing out accolades 
for Henderson, how about some more for the 
Oscar-worthy acting job just prior to a quar-
terback sneak late in the third quarter?

Faced with third-and-1 at the Rutgers 12-
yard line, the Buckeyes lined up in a bunch 
formation with McCord under center. But 
Henderson appeared not to know which play 
was called, and he turned to the sidelines, 
flailing both arms while jumping up and 
down.

Meanwhile, the Rutgers defense had yet 
to get itself set when McCord took a perfect-
ly-executed sneak up the middle for a 3-yard 
gain. On the next play, Henderson capped an 
eight-play, 71-yard drive with a 9-yard touch-
down run to give the Buckeyes a 21-9 lead 
with 2:39 left in the third period.

Thinking up such a ruse was likely the 
brainchild of OSU head coach Ryan Day, but 
it works that well only when the offensive 
linemen, McCord and Henderson play their 
roles to perfection. Why Day chose to unveil it 
against Rutgers rather than save it for anoth-
er opponent is a discussion for another time.
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Ohio State’s 2024
Schedule Announced

The Big Ten announced Ohio State’s 
2024 football schedule on Nov. 2, which in-
cludes eight home games and two off weeks 
for the Buckeyes.

As previously announced, Ohio State’s 
nonconference schedule will include home 
contests against Southern Mississippi on 
Aug. 31, Western Michigan on Sept. 7 and 
Marshall on Sept. 21, with an off week on 
Sept. 14. The Buckeyes will then play at 
Michigan State on Sept. 28 to begin the con-
ference portion of the schedule before host-
ing Iowa on Oct. 5.

Ohio State will then welcome Oregon to 
the Big Ten on Oct. 12, visiting the Ducks in 
Eugene, Ore., for just the second time ever 
and the first time since 1967. The Buckeyes 
will then be off the following week.

Ohio State will begin the final stretch 
of the regular season on Oct. 26 at home 
against Nebraska, followed by games at 
Penn State on Nov. 2, home against Purdue 
on Nov. 9, at Northwestern on Nov. 16 and 
back-to-back home games to close the sea-
son: Indiana on Nov. 23 and Michigan on 
Nov. 30, with kickoff times and broadcast 
networks to be announced closer to the sea-
son.

RB Williams Out For The
Season After Knee Injury

Head coach Ryan Day said on Oct. 31 
that senior running back Miyan Williams is 
out for the season after undergoing a proce-
dure on an injured knee.

Williams missed Ohio State’s 24-10 win 
at Wisconsin, and Day confirmed that the 
ailment that held him out led to season-end-
ing surgery for Williams, who is in his fourth 
season with the Buckeyes and has two sea-
sons of eligibility remaining.

“I feel really bad for Miyan,” Day said. 
“He’s not going to be able to play. He’s had 
a procedure done. That is a big hit for that 
room and our team. He’s done a lot of great 
things for our team.”

Williams finishes the season with 158 
rushing yards and three touchdowns on 49 
carries, averaging 3.2 yards per attempt, and 
Day said there had been no decisions made 
on a potential return for Williams next sea-
son.

With Williams out, Ohio State will look to 
TreVeyon Henderson, who returned against 
the Badgers and has 415 scrimmage yards 
over the last two games, as well as Chip 
Trayanum. The Buckeyes could also look at 
a larger role for sophomore Dallan Hayden, 
whom Day had previously indicated that he 
hopes to redshirt this season but who could 
step in if needed.

“He moves up, certainly,” Day said on 
Nov. 1 when asked how Williams’ injury 
impacts Hayden. “We do have some games 
here. It moves him up into a much more im-
pactful role, yes.”

With that said, Hayden has not appeared 
in the last three games for Ohio State, with 
his last appearance coming against Purdue 
on Oct. 14.

Burke, Ransom Out, Egbuka
Returns Against Rutgers

Ohio State was without the services 
of two of its top defensive players for the 
win over Rutgers, with cornerback Den-
zel Burke and safety Lathan Ransom 
among six players listed as out before 
kickoff.

Burke had returned the week prior 
against Wisconsin after missing the Buck-
eyes’ win over Penn State with a lower-body 
injury, which he appeared to suffer during 
the third quarter the previous week against 
Purdue.

Despite missing his second game in 

three weeks, Burke has still emerged as 
one of the team’s most productive players 
on defense, serving as a lockdown corner 
for the Buckeyes with nine pass breakups, 
a forced fumble and an interception. 

Ransom did not travel with the team af-
ter sustaining what appeared to be a non-
contact leg injury during Ohio State’s win 
over Wisconsin. It was not clear when the 
injury occurred, but it forced him to limp 
off to the sideline and be looked at by medi-
cal trainers before being carted off the field 
and taken to the locker room.

Like Burke, Ransom has been one of the 
defense’s top performers this season in his 
fourth year with the program, contributing 
34 tackles (1½ for loss), a forced fumble, an 
interception and two pass breakups. Day did 
not offer an update on either player after the 
game.

Burke and Ransom were joined on the 
injury list by four other Buckeyes. Usual in-
actives Kyion Grayes, Jason Moore and Joe 
Royer each did not dress along with Wil-
liams.

The Buckeyes were without the services 
of six players, but they did return wide re-
ceiver Emeka Egbuka to the lineup, who had 
missed the last three games after suffering a 
lower-body injury against Maryland. Egbuka 
had tried to return against the Badgers after 
being listed as active prior to kickoff, but he 
did not see the field, a decision that Day was 
precautionary.

Egbuka did not make much of a dif-
ference in his return against the Scarlet 
Knights, however, totaling just four catches 
for 29 yards and one carry for 4 yards.

TE Stover Sits With 
Apparent Knee Injury

Ohio State was more shorthanded on 
offense against the Scarlet Knights than the 
injury report indicated. Tight end Cade Sto-
ver sat out the entire game with an apparent 
knee injury. 

Stover was seen throughout the game on 
the sidelines without a helmet wearing what 
appeared to be a brace on his right knee. 
The tight end was also walking with a no-
ticeable limp.

Stover, who was often pacing back and 
forth on the sidelines in the first half while 
the Buckeye offense was struggling to move 
the ball downfield, flirted with entering the 
game after halftime. He put his helmet on 
during a TV timeout before Ohio State’s 
first drive of the second half and was in the 
unit’s sideline huddle, but he failed to enter 
the game when play resumed and took his 
helmet off for the rest of the game without 
registering a snap.

After the game, Day said Stover could 

have entered the game, but he was kept out 
as a precaution. The Buckeye offense looked 
to tight end Gee Scott Jr. to serve as the 
starting tight end against Rutgers. He filled 
in well for Stover, recording a 14-yard touch-
down and finishing with three catches for 24 
yards and the score.

Prior to his injury, Stover had served as 
one of McCord’s favorite targets this sea-
son. Through nine games, he has racked up 
27 catches for 429 yards and three touch-
downs, all still ranking second on the team. 
Having missed the game, along with a recep-
tion-less outing at Wisconsin, Stover’s cur-
rent pace would require 15 games to break 
the team’s single-season record for receiving 
yards by a tight end of 671, set by Billy An-
ders in 1966.

Proctor Goes Down With 
Apparent Head Injury 

Ohio State continued to be hit by the inju-
ry bug on the field in Piscataway, N.J., losing 
one of their top defensive players for the rest 
of the game in the third quarter. 

After delivering a bruising hit on Rut-
gers running back Kyle Monangai that led 
to a 93-yard pick-six from Jordan Hancock, 
safety Josh Proctor went down with what ap-
peared to be a head injury, an ailment he suf-
fered while delivering the hit on the Scarlet 
Knights tailback. 

Proctor remained on the turf for an ex-
tended period while trainers were tending to 
him, but he got up under his own power a 
few minutes later before being immediately 
taken to the medical tent. The safety stayed 
in the tent for a while before heading back to 
the sidelines with a trainer without his hel-
met. While he was standing up and talking 
to his teammates for the majority of the sec-
ond half, he did not return to the game. 

Proctor, who had one of the better de-
fensive performances on the team prior to 
his injury with two key red-zone plays, told 
reporters that he had felt the impact of the 
hit while he lay on the ground, which caused 
him to stay on the turf for that long period 
of time. 

“My head was hurting a little bit,” he said. 
“I just tried to gather myself on the ground 
right there. I wasn’t really sure what was go-
ing on in the moment right away.

 “I felt OK,” he added when asked if he 
could have gone back into the game. “But 
that’s probably best for me to sit out.”

Proctor has experienced a career year in 
his sixth season with the program, serving 
as one of the more physical players on the 
Buckeyes’ intimidating defense. Through 
nine games, he has logged 35 tackles (four 
for loss), an interception and seven pass 
breakups. 

2023 Ohio State Football Schedule
Date Opponent Result/Time (ET) TV Record, Last Result
Sept. 2 at Indiana W, 23-3 CBS 3-6, 20-14 win over Wisconsin 
Sept. 9 YOUNGSTOWN STATE W, 35-7 BTN 6-3, 19-7 win over Indiana State
Sept. 16 WESTERN KENTUCKY W, 63-10 FOX 5-4, 21-13 win over UTEP
Sept. 23 at Notre Dame W, 17-14 NBC 7-3, 31-23 loss to Clemson
Oct. 7 MARYLAND W, 37-17 FOX 5-4, 51-15 loss to Penn State
Oct. 14 at Purdue W, 41-7 Peacock 2-7, 41-13 loss to Michigan
Oct. 21 PENN STATE W, 20-12 FOX 8-1, 51-15 win over Maryland
Oct. 28 at Wisconsin W, 24-10 NBC 5-4, 20-14 loss to Indiana
Nov. 4 at Rutgers W, 35-16 CBS 6-3, 35-16 loss to Ohio State
Nov. 11 MICHIGAN STATE 7:30 p.m. NBC 3-6, 20-17 win over Nebraska
Nov. 18 MINNESOTA TBA TBA 5-4, 27-26 loss to Illinois
Nov. 25 at Michigan 12 p.m. FOX 9-0, 41-13 win over Purdue
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OSU No. 1 In First CFP
Rankings, Third In AP Poll

Ohio State was No. 1 in the first College 
Football Playoff rankings of the season re-
leased on Oct. 31, just the second time that 
the Buckeyes have started first in the initial 
selection.

“As we looked at it, the big win at Notre 
Dame, the win over Penn State, the top-five 
defense, the difference makers on offense 
like Marvin Harrison Jr., who is an elite play-
er – as we looked at it, we came to a conclu-
sion as a group that Ohio State deserves to 
be the number one team,” said Boo Corrig-
an, CFP committee chairman and NC State 
athletic director.

The Buckeyes were joined at the top of 
the rankings by No. 2 Georgia, No. 3 Mich-
igan and No. 4 Florida State, with No. 5 
Washington and No. 6 Oregon as the first 
teams left out of the playoff field. This is the 
fifth time Ohio State has opened among the 
top four teams, including in 2015 (No. 3), 
2019 (No. 1), 2020 (No. 4) and last season, 
when the Buckeyes began at No. 2.

The other Big Ten team in the rankings 

is No. 11 Penn State, which Ohio State dis-
patched in Columbus by a score of 20-12 on 
Oct. 21. Along with a 17-14 win over No. 15 
Notre Dame earlier this season, the Buck-
eyes have two wins over top-15 teams in 
the initial playoff rankings and would have 
another ranked matchup left this season at 
Michigan on Nov. 25.

Ohio State is looking for the program’s 
sixth appearance in the College Football 
Playoffs and the fourth in five years under 
Day. Rankings will be released every Tues-
day until the final rankings are released on 
Dec. 3 following the conclusion of confer-
ence championship weekend.

AP voters, however, did not agree with 
those rankings, slotting Ohio State in at No. 
3 in the AP top 25 released on Nov. 5 fol-
lowing the Buckeyes’ 35-16 win at Rutgers 
on Nov. 4.

The Buckeyes checked in at No. 3 behind 
No. 2 Michigan and No. 1 Georgia, with 
No. 4 Florida State and No. 5 Washington 
rounding out the top five. In fact, there was 
no movement among the top nine spots, 
with No. 6 Oregon, No. 7 Texas, No. 8 Ala-

bama and No. 9 Penn State all staying put. 
Ole Miss, which moved up one spot to No. 
10, was the only shift in the top 10.

The largest rise in the poll belonged to 
No. 13 Utah and No. 14 Tennessee, which 
each rose five spots, while No. 22 Notre 
Dame fell 10 spots after a 31-23 loss to un-
ranked Clemson.

Igbinosun Brothers
Face Off In Piscataway 

Ohio State’s win over Rutgers took on 
some additional importance for cornerback 
Davison Igbinosun, a Union, N.J., native who 
had a chance to play against his brother, 
Desmond, a defensive back for the Scarlet 
Knights.

“It’s definitely exciting,” Davison Igbino-
sun said. “It’s a dream come true.”

It was a possibility, though, that the broth-
ers could have played together in college. 
Davison Igbinosun was originally committed 
to Rutgers out of high school before electing 
to attend Ole Miss, where he played for one 
season before transferring to Ohio State.

“We did recruit Davison coming out of 

high school, and that didn’t work out,” Rut-
gers coach Greg Schiano said. “The second 
time I talked to him (once he entered the 
portal), he was looking to go to a nation-
al championship contender, and he didn’t 
feel we were that, so I understood that we 
weren’t what he was looking for.”

But in attending Ole Miss and now Ohio 
State, Igbinosun has been able to establish 
himself as a lockdown cornerback for the 
Buckeyes, and Desmond Igbinosun is work-
ing toward doing so for the Scarlet Knights 
in his junior season. Desmond Igbinosun 
said before the game that these were the 
types of moments that he and his brother 
dreamed about growing up.

“Did we know it would shake out like 
this? Not quite,” he said, “but we always talk-
ed about playing in big games, so I’m excit-
ed because he’s playing in big games, and I 
know he’s excited for me because we’re play-
ing a big game.”

It was a significant family affair for the 
rest of the Igbinosun clan as well, as the 
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40 Years Ago — 1983
Ohio State defensive tackle Dave Morrill felt the best way to 

thin out the bad rap the Buckeye pass rush had taken this year 
was to lose some weight. The new and improved, slim Morrill had 
been leading the way for the defensive line.

“At the beginning of the summer I weighed 274, and now I’m 
down to 248, so I feel a lot quicker,” Morrill said. “I tried to get 
down to 260, and then the weight just kept coming off.”

Morrill was just as successful shedding offensive linemen in a 
56-17 win against Indiana on Nov. 5 as he had been at shedding 
pounds. He finished with seven tackles, including two quarter-
back sacks and another tackle for loss. He had helped the Ohio 
State pass rush, seemingly dormant for much of the year, rise to 
an effective level.

35 Years Ago — 1988
Thanks to a former star, the Ohio State basketball team had 

a future star. The friendship between former OSU basketball star 
Dennis Hopson and Toledo Macomber Whitney High School se-
nior Jimmy Jackson ultimately helped lead to Jackson’s decision 
to attend Ohio State next fall.

Generally acknowledged as one of the finest high school play-
ers in the nation, Jackson indicated at a press conference Nov. 2 
that he was verbally committing to become a Buckeye. He was 
scheduled to sign a national letter of intent at his high school on 
Nov. 9, the first day of the NCAA’s early signing period.

Hopson, also a Toledo native, was helpful to OSU head coach 
Gary Williams in his attempt to lure Jackson to Columbus. Friend-
ship with Hopson was a factor for Jackson’s decision, along with 
Williams’ reputation for building outstanding basketball pro-
grams.

“After getting to know Gary Williams and (assistant coach) 
Randy Ayers, I felt that this was the best choice for me,” Jack-
son said. “It’s a program that is building with a new coach. I felt I 
would fit in with their program.”

30 Years Ago — 1993
Wisconsin was looking for a repeat, Ohio State was looking 

for revenge, and all either team got was an empty feeling that 
would remain unfulfilled until next year’s rematch.

The Badgers had hoped to repeat last year’s 20-16 upset vic-
tory over the Buckeyes and, in so doing, put themselves on track 
for their first Rose Bowl appearance since 1963. OSU was looking 
to get a little payback on Wisconsin for last year’s game and con-
tinue on its way to a possible national championship.

But when Ohio State cornerback Marlon Kerner blocked 
a potential game-winning field goal by Wisconsin kicker Rick 
Schnetzky with seven seconds left in the game, it left the two 
teams in a 14-14 tie that had each trying to make some sense of 
the afternoon’s proceedings.

“Ties suck because you don’t know how to feel,” senior quar-
terback Bret Powers said. “You don’t want to feel good because 
you didn’t win, and you don’t want to feel bad because you didn’t 
lose.”

25 Years Ago — 1998
The sentiment and the statement were familiar, and the 

meaning was not lost.
“We shocked the world!” Michigan State tailback Sedrick Irvin 

said as his teammates tore up pieces of sod from Ohio Stadium’s 
south end zone moments after the Spartans did the unthinkable, 
upsetting heavily favored and No. 1-ranked Ohio State, 28-24 on 
Nov. 7.

On a day when Ohio Sen. John Glenn returned to Earth after 
nine days aboard the space shuttle and news trickled out that 
House speaker Newt Gingrich announced his resignation, the 
upstart Spartans – and certainly, less willingly, the Buckeyes – 
found themselves as legitimate front-page news. The defeat killed 
any hopes that Ohio State, the front-runner in both major college 
football polls since the preseason, would earn its first national 
championship in 30 years.

“Every day since last summer, every time we’ve broken it 
down, we say, ‘National champs,’ ” OSU flanker Dee Miller said. 
“Today, all we could say was ‘Hard work.’ That hurt a lot. We’ve put 
in so much hard work, and we’ve worked hard year in and year 
out. There was just a missing element today that we didn’t have, 
and we took an ‘L.’ ”

20 Years Ago — 2003
Penn State kicker David Kimball had been booming kickoffs 

all day long, sending three of his power bombs through the up-
rights. So when the senior trotted onto the field at the end of the 
game to attempt a 60-yard field goal to win it for the Lions, it 
made for some tense moments on the Ohio State sideline.

“He certainly had a strong leg,” said OSU coach Jim Tressel. 
“From that distance, any kick is difficult, but I truly thought he had 
a chance there. Thankfully, he got under it a slight bit.”

Kimball, who had kicked field goals of 42 and 48 yards earlier 
in the game, was slightly short and to the right with his potential 
game winner, securing a 21-20 win for Ohio State at Penn State 
on Nov. 1.

15 Years Ago — 2008
For the Ohio State football team, the eighth day of November 

was far from perfect, but the chilly fall afternoon contained as 
many positive returns as they could have asked for.

The Buckeyes started without all cylinders firing after what 
was an 11 a.m. opening kickoff locally in Evanston, Ill., on Nov. 8, 
but eventually they reminded themselves that they had enough 
playmakers to beat anyone in the Big Ten. That was clear by 
the time the Ryan Field scoreboard showed Ohio State leading 
Northwestern 45-10 with zeros on the clock.

After the game, the team insisted on the importance of play-
ing quality November football despite dealing with the reality that 
their dreams of a third consecutive outright Big Ten champion-
ship or even a fourth title overall had been dealt a heavy blow 
by Penn State two weeks earlier, the last time the Buckeyes (8-2, 
5-1) played a game. Pride was on the line, whether anything else 
was or not.

“We still want to look up at the end of the year and see only 
two losses,” senior captain and cornerback Malcom Jenkins said. 
“That’s the only thing we can control. With that, we’ve got to win 
all these games.”

10 Years Ago — 2013
In the days leading up to his team’s Nov. 2 trip to Purdue, 

Jeff Heuerman described Ohio State’s upcoming destination as 
“gray” and “not the most beautiful city in the county.” And while a 

mostly cloudy day may have reinforced Heuerman’s forecast, the 
Buckeye tight end did his very best to light up West Lafayette.

As Ohio State enjoyed its second blowout in as many weeks, 
Heuerman stole the show, catching five passes for 116 yards and 
a touchdown against the Boilermakers. The 6-6, 252-pounder’s 
career day played a prominent role in the Buckeyes’ 56-0 pound-
ing of Purdue and was the best outing for an OSU tight end since 
John Frank’s 123-yard performance against Michigan in 1983.

“It was a good game,” Heuerman said afterward. “We had a 
good game plan coming in, and they gave us some things that we 
thought they were going to give us. We just go out and practice 
every day and work hard. My job is easy. It trickles down.”

Five Years Ago — 2018
During Ohio State’s 49-26 win over Indiana on Oct. 6, head 

coach Urban Meyer briefly dropped to the Ohio Stadium turf as 
a headache flared up. The incident sparked questions about his 
health and the future of his career, which Meyer clarified during 
the week leading up to his team’s 36-31 win over Nebraska on 
Nov. 3.

“I appreciate it, and I’m fine,” Meyer said. “I want Ohio State 
to be successful in the worst way. I’m working extremely hard to 
make sure that’s happening. I love Ohio State, I love our players, 
so the issue, I don’t want people to worry about me. I want to 
make sure we’re getting some things right around here, and that 
is what the effort is. That is 100 percent of what my focus is on.”

Despite the issue, even with the flare-ups of the past two 
years, Meyer had stressed that he had no plans to leave his post 
as Ohio State’s head coach. When asked about his future, he said, 
“I plan on coaching.” When asked directly if he would be the head 
coach in Columbus in 2019, Meyer kept it even more simple than 
that.

“Yes.”

One Year Ago — 2022
Ohio State head coach Ryan Day and wide receivers coach 

Brian Hartline said they were confident that wide receiver Jax-
on Smith-Njigba would take the field again for the Buckeyes this 
season.

Smith-Njigba had appeared in just three games previous to 
that while dealing with a lingering hamstring injury. He started 
Ohio State’s season opener against Notre Dame before leaving 
the game, and he made brief appearances against Toledo and 
Iowa but did not look fully healthy and did not finish either con-
test.

With the season beginning to wind down – Ohio State had, 
at most, six games remaining after starting with an 9-0 record 
– there was understandable concern about whether Smith-Njig-
ba could return and stay healthy, and Day said he felt optimistic 
that Smith-Njigba would be back, though he added the Buckeyes 
could achieve their goals even if he didn’t come back.

“But at the same time, we’d love to have him back, as I’m sure 
you can imagine,” Day said Nov. 1. “But this team is working hard. 
And that’s why we build depth because you just don’t know. I’m 
sure that there’s more adversity coming our way, so we’re going 
to rely on our leadership.”
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With the Ohio State football team in the stretch drive of its 
quest for a Big Ten championship and beyond, interest is high 
and there is no reason to wait for your next Buckeye Sports 
Bulletin to get the latest news. Such things as injury reports, 
news of the Michigan sign-stealing case and information on 
upcoming opponents are all available in real time at the elec-
tronic BuckeyeSports.com, free to all subscribers.

BuckeyeSports.com also offers plenty of additional con-
tent not found in your paper. The Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
staff mans BuckeyeSports.com, reporting on the breaking 
stories, plus posting additional features. Football recruiting is 
a 365-day-a-year process these days, and the BSB staff has 
stepped up its coverage of Ohio State’s quest for prep talent.

Along with daily posts, we offer reprints from the Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin archives as part of our popular Reprint Thurs-
days. Also, staff members man the Fan Forum, interacting 
with subscribers on the hot topics of the day.

We want to remind readers that the complete edition of 
each issue is posted at BuckeyeSports.com immediately upon 
completion of the paper, making the site a must for the read-
ers having continuing mail problems. This service, while not 

a substitute for your print edition, is a stopgap as your paper 
winds its way through the postal system and is also free to 
subscribers.

BSB subscribers can also upgrade their existing subscrip-
tions to first-class mail in an envelope through football sea-
son for just $13 and through recruiting season for $23. Simply 
give us a call at (614) 486-2202 for credit card orders or send 
your check or money order to P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 
43212. Mention the “football” or “recruiting” upgrade.

 If you are not already taking advantage of BuckeyeSports.
com, BSB’s 24/7 website, simply email your name, address 
and preferred email address to subscriptions@buckeye-
sports.com, and we will send back easy instructions on how to 
access the site. Don’t forget, subscriptions@buckeyesports.
com is our email address, not the website. We will send you 
directions on how to access the site.

If you are a current subscriber and have been unable to 
access all features on the site, please give us a call at the (614) 
486-2202 number and we will help you gain access. If you 
have any questions about BuckeyeSports.com or your mail 
service, feel free to call us at the above number.

Buckeye News Happens On More Than Just Saturday

brothers said that their mother – who was in 
attendance alongside many family members 
– wore a split Ohio State-Rutgers jersey to 
the game.

McCord Sets OSU Record
For Consecutive Completions

In the midst of an up-and-down offensive 
performance against Rutgers, quarterback 
Kyle McCord etched his name into the Ohio 
State record books by completing his 18th 
consecutive pass, breaking the program re-
cord for consecutive passes.

McCord completed his first 11 passes 
against Rutgers, which came after complet-
ing his final seven passes against Wisconsin 
the week prior. He finished the win over the 
Scarlet Knights 19 of 26 passing for 189 
yards, three touchdowns and an intercep-
tion, with the record-breaking pass a 3-yard 
completion to Henderson early in the sec-
ond quarter.

The record was previously held by C.J. 
Stroud, who completed 17 consecutive pass-
es in Ohio State’s 56-7 win against Michigan 
State in 2021. Stroud broke the record that 
had previously been held by both J.T. Barrett 

and Justin Fields, who completed 16 consec-
utive passes during their careers with the 
Buckeyes.

Ohio State Plans To
Redshirt Styles Jr.

A redshirt always seemed to be in line for 
junior cornerback Lorenzo Styles Jr., who 
transferred to Ohio State from Notre Dame 
this offseason and is also making the transi-
tion from wide receiver to cornerback, and 
Day confirmed that it is still the plan.

“He’s got one more game to play in,” Day 
said on Oct. 31. “The plan is for him to play 
in one more game and then go from there. 
We just felt like if we needed him and there 
was an emergency that we were going to put 

him in the game. We were going to try to 
hold this year for him to learn the position, 
get better – play in those four games and 
then keep that redshirt.”

Styles has taken the field this season 
against Indiana, Notre Dame and Penn 
State, with the win over the Fighting Irish 
the only one where he took a snap on de-
fense. While a redshirt has appeared logical 
from the start for Styles, he said over the 
summer that was not what he envisioned for 
his first season at Ohio State.

“I’m working to be a starter,” Styles said 
in July. “I’m working to be one of the best 
corners in the country. I think that’s just my 
mindset, trying to attack that every single 
day. No matter what it really looks like right 
now, that’s my ultimate goal.”

Burke, McCord Earn
Midseason Honors

A pair of Buckeyes earned midseason 
honors on Oct. 31, with Burke named as one 
of 15 semifinalists for the Jim Thorpe Award, 
which is given to the best defensive back 
in the country, and McCord being named 
as one of 35 players in the Davey O’Brien 
Award’s Class of 2023, watch makes him a 
candidate to win the award for the nation’s 
top quarterback.

Burke has been helping an Ohio State 
secondary that is limiting the opposition to 
just 156.7 passing yards per game, which is 
third in the nation. Burke and Ransom were 
on the preseason watch list, though only 
Burke retained his spot in the midseason up-
date. Ohio State has two previous winners of 
the Thorpe Award: Antoine Winfield (1998) 
and Malcolm Jenkins (2008).

Burke is on the watch list along with 
Air Force’s Trey Taylor, Alabama’s Kool-Aid 
McKinstry, Auburn’s Jaylin Simpson, BYU’s 
Jakob Robinson, Colorado’s Travis Hunter, 
Florida State’s Renardo Green, Georgia’s 
Malaki Starks, Iowa’s Cooper DeJean, Iowa 
State’s T.J. Tampa, Louisiana Tech’s Willie 
Roberts, Missouri’s Kris Abrams-Draine, 
Notre Dame’s Benjamin Morrison, Texas’ 
Jahdae Barron and Utah’s Cole Bishop.

McCord has endured an up-and-down 
season as a first-year starter, but his stat 
line still suggests that he is one of the bet-
ter throwers in the Big Ten. Through nine 
games, McCord had completed 167 of his 
257 passes (65.0 percent) and ranked sec-
ond in the conference in passing yards 
(2,352) and fourth in touchdowns (17) while 
also throwing four interceptions.

McCord is joined on the long list by a 
number of notable quarterbacks, such as 
Penn State’s Drew Allar, Georgia’s Carson 
Beck, LSU’s Jayden Daniels, Texas’ Quinn 
Ewers, Notre Dame’s Sam Hartman, North 
Carolina’s Drake May and Michigan’s J.J. Mc-
Carthy, among many others. Only one Ohio 
State player has been named the winner of 
the Davey O’Brien Award, that being Troy 
Smith, who took home the honor in 2006. 

Finalists for both awards will be named 
on Nov. 28, while the winners of both awards 
will be announced during ESPN’s College 
Football Awards show on Dec. 8

Former Ohio State DE
Young Traded To 49ers

Former Ohio State defensive end Chase 
Young is on the move. The former Wash-
ington Commander was traded on Oct. 31 
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SONNY BROCKWAY
RECORD-BREAKER — Ohio State quarterback Kyle McCord (left) set the 
program record for consecutive completions with 18, doing so by complet-
ing his final seven passes against Wisconsin on Oct. 28 and then complet-
ing his first 11 passes against Rutgers on Nov. 4.
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to the San Francisco 49ers, where he will 
team up with another former Buckeye in de-
fensive end Nick Bosa.

Young and Bosa were teammates at Ohio 
State for two seasons in 2017 and 2018, 
though they did not see the field together 
all that often considering Young was a true 
freshman in 2017 and Bosa missed the ma-
jority of Young’s sophomore season with a 
core muscle injury.

Through seven games this season, Young 
totaled 15 tackles, six tackles for loss and 
five sacks, though injuries have largely limit-
ed his career with just 34 games to this point 
in his four seasons in the NFL.

Nakashima, Stearns Win
Big Ten Doubles Title

The Ohio State men’s tennis team took 
home a Big Ten title on Nov. 4 when the dou-
bles pairing of freshman Bryce Nakashima 
and redshirt freshman Preston Stearns won 
the Big Ten doubles title in Madison, Wis.

Nakashima and Stearns blazed through 
their bracket, defeating Nebraska’s Mert 
Oral and Rudolf Christiansen, 6-1, on Nov. 
1 then taking down Northwestern’s Felix 
Nerdy and Gleb Blekher by a 6-4 score the 
next day.

In the semifinals, Nakashima and Stea-
rns defeated Michigan’s top-seeded Nino 
Ehrenschneider and Patorn Hanchaikul 7-4 
in a tiebreaker, and in the finals, they defeat-
ed yet another team from Ann Arbor, taking 
down Alex Cairo and Bjorn Swenson by a 
6-1 margin in the finals to win the title.

They are the eighth Ohio State duo to 
win the Big Ten doubles title.

Steiber Selected To National
Wrestling Hall Of Fame

Former Ohio State wrestler Logan 

Steiber, a four-time national champion from 
2012-15 with the Buckeyes, was announced 
as a member of the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame’s 2024 class on Oct. 30. He is the 
first Ohio State wrestler to receive this rec-
ognition.

Admission to the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame is reserved for “a wrestler who has 
achieved extraordinary success in national 
and/or international competition; a coach 
who has demonstrated great leadership in 
the profession and who has compiled an 
outstanding record; or a contributor whose 
long-term activities have substantially en-
hanced the development and advancement 
of the sport,” and has been retired from ac-
tive competition for at least five years.

In addition to Steiber’s four national 
championships with the Buckeyes, he also 
helped lead Ohio State to a team national 
championship in 2015 and won the Dan 
Hodge Trophy that season, which is awarded 
to the nation’s best collegiate wrestler.

During his four seasons at Ohio State, 
Steiber won 119 of his 122 matches. His 
97.5 winning percentage is the best in 
school history, and he also won the world 
men’s freestyle wrestling competition in the 
61 kg weight class in 2016. He helped the 
United States win a team title at the world 
championships in 2018.

Steiber, a current assistant for Ohio 
State’s wrestling program, will be inducted 
next year during the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame’s 47th Honors Weekend from May 
31 through June 1, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla.

Patrick Engels, Braden Moles and Greg 
Wilson contributed to this report. For the 
latest Ohio State news, be sure to visit Buck-
eyeSports.com, available for free to all Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin subscribers.
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BSB Subscribers Show Support Through VIP Program
Now is the time for loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers to show their support 

through our VIP subscription program as we struggle through these times of high in-
flation, which have affected all small businesses. As most of you know, the newspaper 
business these days is challenging in even the best of times.

“We want to thank the many BSB readers who have stepped up and shown their 
support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through the VIP program,” BSB publisher Frank 
Moskowitz said. “It is a true vote of confidence in what we are doing now, what we 
have done the previous 42 years and what we plan to do in the future.”

A VIP upgrade can easily pay for itself each year with special VIP discounts and 
perks.

VIP subscribers enjoy a 5 percent discount on any Ohio State football trip booked 
through Reynolds Travel. And VIP subscribers receive a certificate good for $10 off at 
Roosters restaurants, the “Fun, Casual Joint,” as well as a card good for $10 off your 
next food purchase at any Cameron Mitchell Restaurant.

With the $50 Brutus VIP upgrade, Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers will have 
their names and cities listed in two different issues annually as supporters of BSB.

Those who add $100 to their subscriptions will have their names and cities listed in 
all 24 issues each year as BSB Scarlet patrons. Those who donate $125 will be desig-
nated as Elite patrons in each issue.

And those who donate more than $125 will have their names listed as Elite-Plus 
VIPs.

To upgrade your existing subscription to VIP status, with all the benefits that come 
with that designation, go to BuckeyeSports.com/vip-memberships to pay by credit 
card, or call us at (614) 486-2202 during regular business hours. If readers have ques-
tions about this program, they can call the same number.

The following are our Elite Wachsman, Elite-Plus, Elite, Scarlet and Brutus VIP sub-
scribers. 

Elite Wachsman Donor (in honor of late BSB assistant publisher Karen 
Wachsman): Roosters Restaurants Foundation.

Elite-Plus Donors: B2, Reston, Va.; Fredrick Bradshaw, Columbus; Brian Bucher, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.; Thomas E. Farish, Port St. Lucie, Fla.; Terry T. Farmer, Lan-
caster, Ohio; Sander Flaum, New York; Mike Heimann, Ashland, Ohio; Freddie and 

Joe Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Don Kersey, Springboro, Ohio; Kris Kersey, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Fred Krisch, Cleveland; Larry Larson, Ladera Ranch, Calif.; Dan LaVille, Grand Rapids, 
Mich; W. Lee Mackewiz O.D., Bear, Del.: Allen McMillin Jr., Logan, Ohio; Jeff Mont-
gomery, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.; In memory of Hugh and Dixie Rea, Washington 
Court House, Ohio; In memory of Lisa Rea, Greenfield, Ohio; Jim Reichler, Toledo; The 
Russell Group United, Columbus; Jim Shindler, Sylvania, Ohio; John Thomas, Kentfield, 
Calif.; Jm Walton, Naples. Fla.; Bob Weber, Mishawaka, Ind.

Elite Donors: Robert Ankerman, Holland, Mich.; Marshall Beck, Sarasota, Fla.; Phillip 
Blue, Prior Lake, Minn.; In memory of Norwin Brovitz, Oakmont, Pa.; Iris Cremean, Wal-
bridge, Ohio; Richard Dunkelberger, Groveport, Ohio; Fred Fingerhut, Phoenix; Chalk Fry 
DDS, Sarasota, Fla.; Raminder Gill, Colusa, Calif.; Laura Granich, Columbus; Paul E. Hack-
ett, The Villages, Fla.; James Hamilton, Murrysville, Pa.; Joe Helmer, Westerville, Ohio; 
Curtis High, Beavercreek, Ohio; Carl R. Jeffery DDS, Van Wert, Ohio; Frank Klaus, Pepper 
Pike, Ohio; Paul Lappert, Columbus; Tom Leggett, Dublin, Ohio: Alan Lord, Reynolds-
burg, Ohio; Dr. Jonathan Lucas, Portsmouth, Ohio; Mike from Marietta, Ga.; Col. George 
R. Nelson, New Albany, Ohio; Theodore Pegram, Eden Prairie, Minn.; Greg Place, Green-
ville, Ohio; James Robinson Jr., Council Bluffs, Iowa; Charlie Shaffer, Edison, Ohio; Bill 
Short, Sparta, Ohio; Mark Skinner, Columbus; Kyle Smith, Marietta, Ga.; James Thomas, 
The Villages, Fla.; Chuck Underwood, Miamisburg, Ohio; Dan van Blaricom, Dublin, Ohio; 
Beth Wachsman, Columbus;  Elliott S. Wettstein, Waverly, Ohio; J.D. Wientjes, Peoria, Ill.; 
David J. Young, Supply, N.C.; Anonymous, Columbus; Anonymous, Council Bluffs, Iowa; 
Anonymous, Lancaster, Ohio; Anonymous, Lewisburg, W.Va.

Scarlet VIPS: William Adams, Willoughby, Ohio; Anthony Ananthanarayanan, 
Rochester, Mich.; Greg Brooks, Gahanna, Ohio; Marty Brumbaugh, Troy, Ohio; Joseph 
A. Cusma Sr., Massillon, Ohio; Dennis Dahm, Sandusky, Ohio; Julie Ellis, Apple Valley, 
Calif.; Mike Freeburn, Columbus; Tom Goila, Cincinnati; Dave Hamilton. Canton, Ohio; 
Richard G. Hannan Jr., Chillicothe, Ohio; Doug Harris, Lima, Ohio; Ed Helal, Ashland, 
Ohio; Phil Helal, Strongsville, Ohio; Dave Palmer, Washington, Mich.; Theodore Pe-
gram, Eden Prairie, Minn.; Bob Redfield, Dublin, Ohio; Lawrence Romanoff, Powell, 
Ohio; Jim Shaw, Lake Forest, Calif.; Anonymous, Dallas; Anonymous, Gaffney, S.C.; 
Anonymous, Girard, Ohio; Anonymous, Norwalk, Ohio.

PHOTO COURTESY OF OHIO STATE ATHLETICS
GAME, SET, MATCH — Ohio State men’s tennis players Bryce Nakashima 
(left) and Preston Stearns (right) won the Big Ten doubles title on Nov. 4, 
knocking off back-to-back pairings from Michigan to secure the conference 
championship.
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Bob Knight, the Hall of Fame coach, 
three-time national champion at Indiana 
and former Ohio State basketball player 
who was well known for his deep basketball 
knowledge and his outbursts on and off the 
court, passed away on Nov. 1 at age 83 after 
a battle with dementia.

“It is with heavy hearts that we share that 
Coach Bob Knight passed away at his home 
in Bloomington surrounded by his family,” 
a statement from his family read. “We are 
grateful for all the thoughts and prayers, 
and appreciate the continued respect for 
our privacy as Coach requested a private 
family gathering, which is being honored.”

The legacy Knight leaves behind is a 
complicated one given his excellence as a 
coach and the way he changed the game of 
basketball – not to mention Knight being 
synonymous with Indiana basketball, and 
vice versa – juxtaposed with his conduct on 
and off the court that drew harsh criticism 
from media and fans alike from across the 
country.

Dick Furry, a college teammate of 
Knight’s at Ohio State who remained a 
friend throughout his life, thinks while that 
is true, Knight would have been much more 
popular nationwide if he had toned down 
his explosive nature. And it means more 
coming from Furry, who knew another side 
of Knight that the public didn’t get to see.

“One of my opinions is that if Bob would 
have been 10 percent less intense, every-
body in the world would have loved him,” 
Furry told BSB. “He just had that habit and 
characteristic of being a very intense per-
son, and it got him in trouble sometimes.”

There were signs of that personality in 
college. Knight played at Ohio State from 
1960-62, appearing as a reserve forward 
during that span while averaging 3.8 points 
and 2.1 rebounds per game, appearing in 74 
contests. Furry said Knight used to be vocal 

if he disagreed with something head coach 
Fred Taylor was doing with the team, but it 
never got to the point where he threw what 
Furry described as a temper tantrum.

Knight and Furry were both on the na-
tional championship-winning team at Ohio 
State in 1960, still the only one the Buck-
eyes have won in their long history. Knight 
was a sophomore that year along with class-
mates John Havlicek, Jerry Lucas and Mel 
Nowell, who would all go on to the NBA, as 
well as seniors Furry and Joe Roberts.

According to Furry, even as a player, 
Knight was a student of the game and al-
ways asking questions, but Ohio State bas-
ketball historian Lee Caryer said despite 
him loving the game of basketball, Knight 
almost left it when he was in college.

Caryer said the editor of The Columbus 
Dispatch at the time traveled with the team, 
and Knight came to him one night asking 
for money to get a plane ticket out of Cham-
paign, Ill., because he wasn’t playing as 
much as he believed he should have been.

“Knight said, ‘I’m getting the hell out of 
here. I’m leaving.’ ” Caryer recalled. “So, 
(the editor) said, ‘You’re going to buy a plane 
ticket. Is that right?’ and Knight said, ‘Yeah, 
that’s what I have in mind.’ He said, ‘Bob, 
if you think about it, there aren’t too many 
airlines that fly from Champaign-Urbana to 
Orrville, Ohio.’ ”

Knight ended up staying with the team 
and finishing his college career with the 
Buckeyes, but his playing time never got 
better with the likes of Havlicek, Lucas and 
Nowell leading the roster ahead of him. 
Caryer added that while Knight was a good 
offensive player, he didn’t care much about 
defense when he was a player, which would 
be surprising to anyone who paid attention 
to his eventual career in coaching.

“He was a very good shooter,” Caryer 
said. “When I was a kid and a fan, you’d 
watch Bobby Knight play, and then you go 
out to the back yard and you play horse. If 
you called a Bobby Knight jump shot, that 
meant a line-drive jump shot which had zero 

margin for error. And if it went in, it was 
beautiful, but if it was just a little bit off, it 
didn’t have a chance.”

Despite a lack of significant playing time, 
Knight was still able to take plenty away 
from his time at Ohio State, and specifically 
from Taylor, whom both Caryer and Furry 
believe he took much of his coaching philos-
ophy from.

“Knight had always said, ‘If you liked the 
way I coach defense, I learned everything 
from Fred Taylor,’ ” Caryer said. “Now, Ohio 
State did not have a passing-game offense 
because they focused on Jerry Lucas. Knight 
didn’t learn that from Fred, but he did learn 
the defensive concepts.”

Taylor also helped Knight find his first 
assistant coaching job at Cuyahoga Falls 
High School after his college career ended 
and then when he went on to Army as an 
assistant coach. Knight wound up as the 
head coach at Army at just 24 years old, but 

the lack of experience didn’t show as he won 
102 games over the next six seasons.

Knight’s stint at West Point set the stage 
for one of college basketball’s greatest runs 
ever.  He coached at Indiana for the next 
29 seasons, winning 73.5 percent of his 
games (662-239) and taking the Hoosiers to 
24 NCAA Tournaments, including national 
championships in 1976, 1981 and 1987. 
Knight’s first title team was particularly 
impressive, finishing with a perfect 32-0 re-
cord and remaining the most recent team 
to win a national championship during an 
undefeated season.

Of course, there was more to his days in 
Bloomington than his success. Rick Notter, 
who covered the later stages of Knight’s ten-
ure at Indiana from the 1990s through his 
firing in 2000 for Inside Indiana, told BSB 
how difficult it could be to deal with Knight 
as a reporter.

“I was always a little intimidated by him 

Day And Knight: Two Sides Of Legendary Coach

FILE PHOTO
CHAMPION — Legendary basketball coach Bob Knight (24), who died at 83 
on Nov. 1, got his start at Ohio State, where he was a forward from 1959-62 
and was a member of the program’s only national championship team in 
1960.
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just because of his basketball knowledge, 
but you never knew what he was going to 
say or how he was going to react or how he 
might treat you as a member of the press,” 
Notter said. “It could be incredibly cordial, 
or he could just jump your ass for asking a 
stupid question. And I’ve had both of those 
happen in my career covering him.”

Notter saw both sides of Knight, but the 
intimidation was more common, especially 
when his teams weren’t playing to the level 
he expected them to. He remembered that 
Knight would get angry because he believed 
his words would be taken out of context, so 
Notter started printing every single word he 
said during press conferences in his publi-
cation.

“We decided to just print every word he 
said, word for word, verbatim,” Notter said. 
“We called it ‘Knight Verbatim.’ That way, 
he could never be taken out of context, nev-
er be misquoted. The fans loved it because 
they wanted to hear that raw Bob Knight, 
cuss words and all that he would use at 
news conferences.”

Knight is also known for some of his 
more infamous moments, like throwing 
a chair during a game against Purdue in 
1985 that earned him an early trip back to 
the locker room.

“I get up, and I’m up and down a lot, 
and one time I’m standing up and I looked 
across the floor and (hear) ‘Coach Knight?’ 
And here’s a little old lady across the floor 
that reminded me of my grandmother,” he 
joked on “The Late Show with David Letter-
man” in 1987. “I thought (it was sweet), par-
ticularly to take time during the course of a 

tough game, so I said, ‘Did you want some-
thing?’ And she said, ‘If you’re not going to 
sit down any more today than you have so 
far, could I have your chair?’ ”

Knights’ other notable incidents includ-
ed appearing to headbutt a Hoosier he took 
out of a game who wasn’t playing well in 
1994 and choking a player during practice 
in 2000, the latter incident eventually lead-
ing to his firing by Indiana.

“Those things where he just couldn’t 
control his temper because of his strive for 
perfection and respect from people were his 
downfall,” Notter said. “I remember when 
I started covering him. There were people 
saying eventually he was going to go out like 
Woody Hayes. He was going to punch some-
body and lose his job.”

And that wasn’t far off from how he left 
Indiana, leaving behind a tainted legacy 
with the Hoosiers. But that wasn’t the only 
side of Knight. Notter also remembers what 
a good person he could be when he wasn’t 
on the basketball court.

“Seeing him at times interact with 
fans and interact with certain players like 
Landon Turner, who was hurt in a in a car 
accident which ruined his basketball ca-
reer, and he came back in a wheelchair. Just 
seeing the way that Knight did have a big 
heart, the way he treated Landon. Reaching 
out to kids in hospitals, making sure that he 
helped raise money for the library. He had 
a very good side that people didn’t always 
see.”

Though Knight is much more well-
known for his antics while he was coaching, 
there was a good side to him, and that much 

is obvious given the outpouring of support 
since his passing. But with fans of Indiana, 
Knight – who had reconciled with the uni-
versity in recent years, attending a game 
at Assembly Hall in 2020 – will always be 
known as an all-time great coach.

“They adore him still to this day,” Notter 
said. “The entire community of Blooming-
ton, every Indiana fan is in mourning today. 
They struggled sometimes with things that 
he did. They  overlooked that as often as 
they could because of how good the basket-
ball teams were and the national champion-
ships. There are already calls for Indiana to 
have a statue of Bob Knight outside of As-
sembly Hall. That’s how much fans respect 
him and want him to be honored.”

He believes the memory of Knight will 
begin to shift as more time passes and as 
more people tell the good stories they have 
of him rather than just the outbursts.

Furry remained close with Knight after 
they played together because his son went 
to Indiana. Even after Knight went to coach 
at Texas Tech, where he remained for sev-
en seasons before retiring in 2008, Furry 
and Knight continued to play golf together, 
which Furry said the coach also had a tem-
per about because he wanted everything to 
be perfect. But it was always friendly be-
tween the two.

“He was just a kind person,” Furry said. 
“He was a hard-nosed person and was really 
a dear friend. We just developed a good re-
lationship and kept it the whole time. I con-
sider him, as much as the rest of the team, a 
very dear friend.”
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Fairfield Inn & Suites Columbus / Dublin 
7150 Sawmill Rd, Columbus, OH 43235 • 614-389-3036

TownePlace Suites Columbus / Hilliard 
4079 Lyman Dr, Hilliard OH 43026 • 614-541-9309

Best Western Hilliard Inn & Suites 
3831 Park Mill Ru         n Dri, Hilliard, OH 43026 • 614-529-8118

Fairfield Inn Grove City 
1722 Buckeye Place 

Grove City, OH 43123 
614-808-8200 

Courtyard Grove City 
1668 Buckeye Place 

Grove City, OH 43123 
614-782-8292

FILE PHOTO
HOOSIER ICON — In 29 seasons 
at Indiana, head coach Bob Knight 
led the Hoosiers to three national 
championships, 24 appearances in 
the NCAA Tournament and a 662-
239 record during his tenure.
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He was known as the “Gentle Giant,” 
and that he was, except for those times 
he was around the rim in basketball or for 
the way he treated a baseball.

Columbus native and Ohio State two-
sport star Frank Howard died Oct. 30 at 
a hospital in Aldie, Va., at 87. The cause 
was complications from a stroke, daugh-
ter Catherine Braun said.

Howard, an All-America basketball 
player for the Buckeyes and World Series 
winner with the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
was 6-7 with a playing weight listed be-
tween 250 and 290 pounds during vari-
ous points of his career.

“He just had all the physical charac-
teristics,” longtime friend Gene Millard 
told Buckeye Sports Bulletin a day after 
the passing of his former OSU basketball 
teammate. “Whatever he set his mind to, 
he could do.”

Howard was a three-year letter winner 
at Ohio State from 1956-58. He had a ca-
reer average of 17.4 points, and his 13.9 
rebounds per game are second best in 
program history behind Jerry Lucas’ 17.2 
rebounds per contest from 1960-62. How-
ard still holds the school record with 32 
rebounds against BYU on Dec. 29, 1956. 
Howard was a first-team All-American in 
1957 when he averaged 20.1 points and 
15.3 rebounds.

“There was some talk of him playing 
for the (Cleveland) Browns – tight end, 
defensive end,” said Millard, captain of 
the 1957-58 team. “He could do what-
ever he wanted to. Nobody wanted to be 
around him under the basket. He just 
cleaned it up.

“He was quick enough for a big man. 
He just wouldn’t give up. People around 
him got knocked around pretty good. 
They didn’t want anything to do with him.”

That was the competitive side of How-
ard coming out, but that was not a true 
picture of the man, said Dick Bosman, a 
teammate of Howard’s for more than six 
years with the Washington Senators and 
Texas Rangers.

“I don’t think I saw him angry more 
than two or three times,” he told The As-
sociated Press. “I mean, you didn’t want 
that big guy to be angry anyway, but that’s 
just the way that he felt that he should 
carry himself.

“Playing with Frank Howard was one 
of the best experiences I had, and the rea-
son I say that is because he taught us how 
to be big-leaguers. He taught us how to 
carry ourselves when we were bad – and 
we were bad. And when we did win, he 
taught us how to carry ourselves when we 
won a few ballgames here and there. He 
was that example in word and deed all the 
time. … He was the ultimate teammate, 
always. Next to my dad, he’s the greatest 
guy I know.” 

Millard echoed those sentiments.
“He was a good team man,” he said. 

“He would do anything to help the team 
win. He was one of the best rebounders 
around. You may not have known this, but 
when Frank was a junior, that’s when I 
was a senior, the NBA selected five play-

ers that had the best chances to make it in 
the pros. He was one of the five.”

Howard was drafted by the Philadel-
phia Warriors in the third round (21st 
overall) of the 1958 draft. Despite his ac-
complishments on the hardwood, did Mil-
lard feel that Howard’s calling was always 
going to be baseball?

“Money was his calling,” Millard said 
with a laugh.

But in reality, that was true in some 
sense. Howard was the third of six chil-
dren of John and Erma Howard. His fa-
ther was a machinist for the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railway and played semipro 
baseball. Howard grew up dirt poor on the 
south side of Columbus and helped South 
High School to the final of the 1954 Class 

A basketball championship game.
At Ohio State, he led the Buckeyes 

with 27 RBI and five homers in 1956. The 
following season, he led them in batting 
average (.366), hits (26), RBI (13), dou-
bles (six) and stolen bases (six). He was 
inducted into the Ohio State Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 1982.

He signed with the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in 1958 for a $100,000 bonus (about 
$1.2 million today) – plus an extra $8,000 
to buy his parents a house. 

“When he got his big bonus, he took 
care of the family,” Millard said. “He was 
just a good person.”

“I was more than just a baseball player, 
but I always loved baseball more,” How-
ard told BallNine.com in 2021. “I just 

loved the game of baseball, and I figured 
if I was going to try a sport professionally, 
it was going to be baseball. In those days 
we played all the sports, but baseball was 
my favorite game. I followed it as a kid 
growing up. I followed our local team, the 
Columbus Redbirds, the Triple-A team for 
the Cardinals. I didn’t dwell much on it 
(playing basketball) in my lifetime.”

He watched those games at Redbird 
Stadium, which in later years in a reno-
vated state was Cooper Stadium, where 
he spent time for the Triple-A Columbus 
Clippers as interim manager in 2002 and 
several other seasons as a coach. Clip-
pers president and general manager Ken 
Schnacke gave the following statement to 
BSB:

“The Columbus Clippers organiza-
tion is saddened to learn of the passing 
of Frank Howard. He was affectionately 
known as ‘The Gentle Giant,’ and at 6’7” 
he was every bit of that. He was the ul-
timate professional; and while he was a 
great player, he was an even better man. 
He was a steady influence for our players 
when he managed for us back in our Yan-
kees days. Our heartfelt wishes go out to 
his family.”

Growing Legend
Howard worked his way through the 

minor leagues, and in 1960 he won the 
National League Rookie of the Year 
Award when he hit .268 with 23 home 
runs and 77 RBI in 117 games. 

One of his homers went over the left-
field wall at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh 
and was found near a parked car about 
560 feet from home plate. It wouldn’t be 
the last prodigious blast, as he is one of 
four men to hit a home run over the roof 
in left field at Tiger Stadium, joining Ce-
cil Fielder, Harmon Killebrew and Mark 
McGwire.

In Game 3 of the 1963 World Series 
against the Yankees, he hit what was 
called “the longest double in the 41-year 
history of Yankee Stadium” when he hit 
a ball so hard off a speaker in left center, 
457 feet away, that it bounced back to-
ward the infield. In the fourth game, he 
hit a 450-foot homer to help the Dodgers 
to a 2-1 victory and a series sweep.

He was traded to the Senators in 
1965, and in a six-game stretch in 1968 
from May 12-18, he hit 10 homers and 
drove in 17 runs.

“No player can electrify a ballpark as 
much, simply by taking his bat to the plate 
and taking up a stance that tells the pitch-
er he is ready,” Washington Post sports 
columnist Shirley Povich wrote in 1969.

On Sept. 30, 1971, the “Capital Pun-
isher,” as he was known, hit a home run in 
the sixth inning, the last for the franchise 
before it moved to Arlington, Texas, for 
the 1972 season.

He led the American League in homers 
in 1968 and 1970 with 44 each season, 
and in between he smacked a career-high 
48 in 1969. During that three-year peri-
od, he hit more homers than anyone in 
the majors (136) while averaging .284, 45 
homers, 114 RBI and 96 walks.

The last figure was important because 
Howard, who finished his career with a 

Howard Stood Tall Among His Contemporaries
By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

FILE PHOTO
TWO-SPORT STAR — Frank Howard, an All-American basketball player at 
Ohio State (as well as baseball player) and eventual World Series champion 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers, died on Oct. 30 at the age of 87.
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.273 average, 382 homers and 1,119 RBI 
in 1,895 games, also struck out 1,460 
times.

Hall of Famer Ted Williams, one of the 
best hitters in history, took over as man-
ager in 1969 and set about making How-
ard more selective at the plate. A year 
later, Howard led the AL with 132 walks. 
Still, Howard related how Williams could 
at times be frustrated by his swinging for 
the fences.

“Somebody was explaining to a vis-
itor that some of the outfield seats in 
RFK Stadium had been painted white to 
mark where some of my long home runs 
had landed,” Howard told The New York 
Times in 1981. “Ted turned to the guy and 
said, ‘All the green seats are for the times 
he struck out.’ ”

Yet even Williams was in awe of How-
ard’s power.

“That son-of-a-gun is the biggest and 
strongest hitter who ever played this 
game, and that includes Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig, Jimmie Foxx, Hank Greenberg – 
all of them,” Williams said in 1969. “No-
body ever hit the ball harder and further, 
nobody.”

Howard retired after playing for the 
Detroit Tigers in 1973 but continued in 
baseball as a coach with the Yankees, 
New York Mets, Tampa Bay Rays and oth-
er teams. He had a stint as the San Diego 
Padres manager during the strike-short-
ened 1981 season and as interim manag-
er for the Mets in 1983.

In a statement after his passing, the 
Mets said, “Frank Howard was one of the 
most intimidating figures to ever wear a 
Mets uniform. He stood 6-7 and weighed 
about 270. Despite his size, Howard was 
known to all as ‘The Gentle Giant.’ Frank 
had two tenures as a coach with us and 
served as interim manager in 1983. He 
was known throughout the organization 
as one of the most kind and generous in-
dividuals.”

Howard was most associated with the 
Senators, a woebegone expansion fran-
chise in 1961 after the original Senators 
relocated to Minneapolis to become the 
Minnesota Twins.

He was the main and sometimes only 
star attraction for the Senators before the 
move to Arlington, Texas, and it was iron-
ic that the “new” Senators/Rangers fran-
chise won their first World Series just two 
days after his death. Baseball returned to 
D.C. in 2005 when the Montreal Expos 
relocated, and the Washington Nationals 
organization made sure to honor the past.

In 2009, the Nationals erected three 
statues at their ballpark, representing a 
timeline of baseball in Washington: How-
ard, Hall of Fame pitcher Walter Johnson 

and Josh Gibson, the star catcher of the 
Homestead Grays of the Negro leagues, 
who played their home games in both 
Pittsburgh and Washington. Howard was 
inducted into the Nationals’ ring of honor 
in 2016.

“Growing up a baseball fan in Wash-
ington, D.C., Frank Howard was my hero,” 
Nationals owner Mark Lerner said in a 
statement upon Howard’s passing. “The 
towering home runs he hit into the stands 
at RFK Stadium gave him the nickname 
‘Capital Punisher,’ but I’ll always remem-
ber him as a kind and gentle man. The en-
tire Lerner family would like to offer our 
thoughts and condolences to Frank’s fam-
ily during this difficult time. The world of 
baseball has truly lost a giant.”

A gentle one at that.

Epilogue
He was “Cousin Frank” to me. My 

father, David, was Frank’s cousin. Dad 
would tell stories of babysitting Frank and 
rocking him to sleep, which was amusing 
because Frank weighed 13 pounds at 
birth and was never a small child.

Our family would occasionally visit 
Aunt Erma’s house for parties, but I first 
met Frank when I was 14 in the summer 
of 1973 on our vacation to Michigan. Vis-
iting Mackinac Island was great – and 
touring the Stroh brewery in Detroit was 
even better – but the lasting memory was 
the night of Aug. 6.

The Tigers were playing the Yankees 
with first place on the line on “ABC Mon-
day Night Baseball” before a packed 
house of 51,001 at Tiger Stadium. Detroit 
trailed 4-2 in the bottom of the ninth with 
one on and two outs when Frank entered 
as a pinch hitter. Fooled by a curve ball 
from Sparky Lyle, he one-handed a home 
run into the left-field seats to send us and 
the rest of the fans into a frenzy. The Ti-
gers would win it in the 10th.

Over the years, I would see Frank at 
various ballparks, including the Yankees’ 
spring training in the mid-2000s, but I 
had not seen him in years.

About two months ago, I found a 
six-minute YouTube video of his playing 
career so I saved it. My brother, Eric, was 
in town the week of Oct. 23, and for some 
reason on Oct. 26 I remembered the vid-
eo and showed it to him. It made me won-
der how Frank was doing, maybe because 
the 10th anniversary of my dad’s passing 
was on Oct. 28, which turned out to be 
two days prior to Frank’s.

I’m glad I got to share that memory 
with Eric just as “Cousin Frank” provided 
a thrill of a lifetime for the Merz family 50 
years ago.
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Passing Game Not Up To OSU’s Standard
gave the Knights the ball on downs and the 
next on a midfield interception thrown by 
McCord.

The only glimmer of hope for the Buck-
eyes in that first half was a touchdown on 
the second drive of the game – a 14-yard-
er from McCord to tight end Gee Scott Jr., 
who started in place of Cade Stover – as 
well as a stout defense that limited the 
Scarlet Knights to three field goals in as 
many trips inside Ohio State’s 4-yard line.

“We played against a good defense,” 
Day said. “It was good to get right down the 
field and get that touchdown to Gee early 
on, that was good. Then a couple tough 
drives in there, and all it takes is you’re off a 
little bit, then you’re punting. The run game 
takes time. You have to wear teams down 
with the run game, but we’ll look at the film 
and keep swinging.”

Ohio State was largely able to establish 
that run throughout the afternoon, but the 
struggles came in trying to get the passing 
game moving. McCord finished with a pos-
itive outing on paper, completing 19 of 26 
passes for 189 yards, three touchdowns 
and the interception, though it came at the 
expense of explosive plays for the offense. 
He completed his first 11 passes – which, 
combined with completing all seven passes 
in the second half against Wisconsin, set 
the Ohio State record with 18 consecutive 

completions – though just five went beyond 
5 yards, with several checkdowns to Hen-
derson in the early stages of the contest.

“I found some good completions ear-
ly on and got in a rhythm,” McCord said. 
“Although a lot of the 11 passes weren’t 
down-the-field shots, I think they kept us on 
schedule. I think the biggest thing is just 
continuing to replicate that regardless of if 
they’re playing coverage or allowing us to 
take shots down the field, just continuing 
that success early on.”

To his credit, McCord was largely taking 
what was given to him by Rutgers’ defense 
– one which came into the game with the 
nation’s second-ranked passing defense 
at 156.2 yards per game – and he was not 
helped by a series of drops from his receiv-
ers, including a drop by Julian Fleming on 
his only target of the game and a drop by 
Scott on third-and-5 midway through the 
second quarter that led to Mirco’s ill-fated 
fake.

“We’re not used to seeing that,” Day 
said. “We have great receivers and have for 
the last few years. Throw it better, catch it 
better is what we say. We can always look 
at each other and figure out a way to get 
that better. There were a couple there 
where if we connect on those, certainly it 
keeps those drives moving and maybe it’s a 
different situation. We’ll keep working at it 
and get better.”

But the Buckeyes – at least on offense 

– were largely unable to stay out of their 
own way, with McCord’s interception late 
in the second quarter allowing the Scarlet 
Knights to succeed in the two-minute drill, 
driving 44 yards in nine plays and kicking 
a field goal to enter the locker room with 
the lead. It was the first time Ohio State 
had entered the half with a deficit this sea-
son, but the situation of a slow start is one 
that has been all too familiar. For better or 
worse, it was not something that Harrison 
was concerned about.

“We’re not worried,” he said. “We’ve 

been a second-half team all year, really. It’s 
kind of unfortunate that we haven’t been 
able to get off to the hot start we’d like to 
have.”

Harrison was wise not to worry, as the 
defense continued to stay the course, al-
lowing just a single scoring drive in the 
second half while cornerback Jordan Han-
cock returned an interception 93 yards for 
a touchdown resulting in a 14-9 lead, one 
that Ohio State would not give up, much to 
the disappointment of the 53,703 in atten-
dance at SHI Stadium.
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SONNY BROCKWAY
STEPPING UP — Tight end Gee Scott Jr. (88) was pivotal in Ohio State’s 35-
16 win at Rutgers on Nov. 4, getting the Buckeyes on the board early with a 
14-yard touchdown.
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That breathing room opened up oppor-
tunities for the offense, which Harrison 
said was a case of the team simply execut-
ing better over the final two quarters.

“The players need to execute better” 
he said. “A play here or there is the differ-
ence between four points. Our offense just 
needs to execute better.”

Day said it came down to some adjust-
ments Ohio State was able to make in the 

locker room. Rutgers had largely taken 
away the downfield throw through the first 
half, and Day and offensive coordinator 
Brian Hartline leaned into shorter passes 
and a greater reliance on Henderson and 
the rushing attack.

“When you look at the overall consisten-
cy, early on, they were playing us in a two-
high shell,” Day said. “They dropped the 
safeties real deep and put clouds on both 

sides to take that part away, so we kind of 
recognized that at halftime and realized 
we’ve got to be patient enough to run the 
ball down the field. You’d have to ask Greg 
(Schiano), but their philosophy was proba-
bly, ‘Well, they’re going to have to be patient 
enough to run the ball down the field and 
take the receivers out of the game,’ which 
is sort of what happened.

“But we also had to check the ball down 
and take some of that underneath stuff that 
Kyle ended up doing in the second half. I 
thought we could have recognized that and 
done a better job early on, but we did in the 
second half.”

Those final two quarters were a stark 
contrast to the first two. Ohio State was 
outgained by Rutgers 170-128 in the first 
half but flipped the script in the second, 
holding a 200-191 advantage in yards, with 
125 of those yards by the Scarlet Knights 
coming on drives where the Buckeyes 
forced a turnover, with an interception and 
two turnovers on downs.

In addition to Harrison’s two 
fourth-quarter touchdowns, Henderson 
helped to close things out with seven car-
ries for 44 yards in the final frame as well 
as his 65-yard catch-and-run to finish with 
208 all-purpose yards on 27 touches.

“It’s another 200-yard all-purpose game 
for him today, so that’s huge when you add 
a piece like that back to the offense,” Harri-
son said. “That’s 200 yards that we haven’t 
been accounting for having him out, so it’s 
good to have him back.” 

Ohio State has the playmakers to close 
these types of games out, but the team’s 

consistent role as a second-half squad is 
not one that Day would prefer to maintain. 
He does appreciate, however, the way his 
team has not flinched in the face of adver-
sity, which has been present in nearly every 
game on the schedule this season.

“I feel like this team finds a way,” he 
said. “They don’t panic, they keep swinging, 
they keep fighting. We’ve been at halftime 
in these games and we said we wanted 
to play better in the second half this year. 
That was a huge part of our offseason, and 
you’re seeing that.

“Again, I keep saying we could play bet-
ter in the first half so we don’t have to be in 
these situations, but the No. 1 goal is to win 
games, and we’re going to continue to do 
that. We have to take care of the ball better 
on offense.”

Although it’s a point that’s repeated ev-
ery week, it remains true: The slow starts 
by Ohio State can be managed against the 
likes of Indiana and Rutgers, but when it 
comes to games later in the season – name-
ly a matchup in Ann Arbor on Nov. 25 – the 
Buckeyes know they will have to be better 
across the board.

“It’s obviously never easy to win, espe-
cially not on the road in the Big Ten,” Scott 
said. “The goal is to go back to the drawing 
board no matter what happens, and we just 
continue to get better and better. Week by 
week, win or lose, we’re coming back to the 
drawing board to get better. We’re glad to 
be 9-0, but we’re going to continue to get 
better as the year goes.”
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SONNY BROCKWAY
THERE HE GOES — Ohio State wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. (18) had his 
usual collection of impressive catches in the 35-16 win at Rutgers on Nov. 4, 
including two touchdown receptions.
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OHIO STATE VS. RUTGERS

Defense Steps Up To Secure Win Against Rutgers
Another week and another standout per-

formance for Ohio State’s defense as the of-
fense struggled to get going. It has become a 
consistent theme this season of the defense 
winning games for the Buckeyes, and even 
though the most recent outing might have 
been made a little more challenging for the 
unit, the defense still got the job done, giving 
up just a touchdown and three short field 
goals in a 35-16 win at Rutgers on Nov. 4.

“I’ll definitely take the 16 points and the 
way we forced field goals,” defensive coordi-
nator Jim Knowles said. “It was a situational 
game against their offense. We really had to 
win the situations.”

Ohio State forced three straight three-
and-outs by Rutgers to begin the game, 
showing that it had come to play early, and 
allowed just 21 yards in the first quarter. 
Rutgers quarterback Gavin Wimsatt, mean-
while, didn’t complete a single pass until 
late in the second quarter.

He finished the game 10 of 25 passing 
for 129 yards, a touchdown and an intercep-
tion. He also added 49 yards with his legs 
on 13 attempts, a 3.8 yards per rush aver-
age. Knowles knew it was going to be tough 
to defend the rushing attack – which also 
had Kyle Monangai go for 159 yards on 24 
carries – but he said they prepared for it.

“It was just the kind of philosophy we 
had going into this game, and the running 
quarterback is tough to defend,” he said. 
“We knew they might pick up some yards, 
but we were going to have to win those sit-
uations.”

But the red-zone stops were the biggest 
key to the defensive performance, especial-
ly in the second quarter when the Scarlet 

Knights – who went up 9-7 after field goals 
of 22, 21 and 20 yards – could have put a 
lot more points on the board had they con-
verted in Ohio State territory. Knowles said 
they were able to make those stops because 
everyone on the field has a strong under-
standing of his system at this point.

“They understand the system,” he said. 
“They understand when their number is 
going to be called, they understand how to 
make checks and things that happen quick-
ly in the red zone. They’re just feeling the 
system.”

Rutgers’ scoring output was the second 
most any team has scored on the Buckeyes 
this season, with Maryland offering the 
biggest test for the defense in Ohio State’s 
37-17 win on Oct. 7, but it was still an im-
pressive performance because of the field 
position the Buckeye defense was often 
backed into to start multiple drives.

On back-to-back drives in the second 
quarter, Rutgers started in Ohio State ter-
ritory due to a failed fake punt and an in-
terception thrown by quarterback Kyle Mc-
Cord. On both of those drives, the defense 
bent but didn’t break, allowing 73 yards over 
those possessions but holding the Scarlet 
Knights to just a pair of field goals.

“The defense has shown that week after 
week,” head coach Ryan Day said. “They’re 
going to make you work the entire field, and 
they’re hanging in there, so we’re going to 
have to continue to do that. But we don’t 
want to be putting them in those situations 
too many times.”

Sixth-year safety Josh Proctor, who im-
pressed with a pass breakup and half a tack-
le for loss before he was taken out in the 
third quarter following an injury after a colli-
sion, said going into the season the defense 
was ready to be counted on to win games.

“We came into spring ball with that 
mindset that we as a defense are going to 
step up this year,” he said. “That’s what we 
wanted to show the world.”

Ohio State’s defense finished with four 
pass breakups, four tackles for loss and a 

sack, as well as a 93-yard interception re-
turned for a touchdown by cornerback Jor-
dan Hancock.

Secondary Depth
Significant In Win

Coming into the game, Ohio State knew 
it would be without safety Lathan Ransom 
and cornerback Denzel Burke, who are both 
dealing with injuries. Sonny Styles moved 
to strong safety to make the start, giving 

Hancock the start at nickel and freshman 
Jermaine Mathews Jr. at cornerback in 
Burke’s place.

But all those shuffling pieces were not 
a big deal for the Buckeyes, who turned in 
a solid performance in the defensive back-
field.

Wimsatt struggled to throw the ball ear-
ly on even to open receivers, making things 
easy for Ohio State, though the Buckeyes’ 
coverage of opposing receivers remained 
tight, including when freshman Malik Hart-
ford had to come in for Proctor after he was 
hurt in the third quarter.

“We were playing a couple true fresh-
men, playing Sonny (Styles) deep,” Knowles 
said. “These guys are good players. They’re 
going to be great players. You show your 
mettle early in your career when you can 
step up for the team in a big game. We’re 
confident in them, but they have to get out 
there and win in a tough situation.”

The play that forced Proctor out of the 
game was Hancock’s interception, which oc-
curred on the first drive of the third quarter. 
Rutgers had worked down to Ohio State’s 
20-yard line, largely due to help from pen-
alties on the secondary and trouble contain-
ing Monangai. The secondary made up for 
the mishaps, though, when a pass intended 
for Monangai was deflected off Proctor and 
into the hands of Hancock, who took it 93 
yards for a touchdown and gave the Buck-
eyes a 14-9 lead.

“That’s all the props to Josh Proctor,” 
Hancock said. “He’s a great player. He’s been 
through this program for so many years. I’m 
just so proud of him. I’m thankful for him. I 
just had to find a way, but I’m thankful to my 

GAMEGAME
NOTEBOOKNOTEBOOK
Greg WilsonGreg Wilson

SONNY BROCKWAY
RUN IT BACK — Ohio State cornerback Jordan Hancock (7) turned the tide 
in the 35-16 win over Rutgers on Nov. 4, intercepting a pass and returning it 
93 yards for a score.
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lead blockers out there blocking their tails 
off.”

Proctor’s hit left him on the ground, 
where he would be looked at by the training 
staff for a few minutes before being removed 
for the rest of the game, though Proctor said 
after the fact that he felt like he could have 
played.

Knowles said that play changed the 
game not only for the defense, but for the 
entire team that was having trouble scoring 
on the other side of the ball since the first 
quarter.

 “We talk about winning the game on de-
fense and being there working when needed 
and were counted on,” he said. “Those kinds 
of plays, they make a huge difference in the 
flow of the game.”

It was yet another stop the Buckeyes 
made deep into their own territory, keeping 
a Rutgers offense that was driving down the 
field off the board again. The defense would 
do it one more time in the fourth quarter 
with a fourth-and-6 sack of Wimsatt with 
8:14 left in the game.

Knowles didn’t like that the defense had 
gotten itself into those situations of requir-
ing a stop near the goal line, but he was hap-
py to get out of them.

“We have a lot of confidence,” he said. 

“We wouldn’t like to let (the offense) down. 
The guys know what to do. We work on it in 
practice. They understand the system, and 
it showed up.”

Day did not offer an update on Burke or 
Ransom after the game, and while he also 
did not add anything on Proctor’s status, 
the fact that Proctor took part in postgame 
media interviews indicates he will likely be 
good to go moving forward.

Scott Fills In For
Injured Stover

Tight end Cade Stover was listed as ac-
tive going into the game at SHI Stadium, 
but he did not take the field for the Buck-
eyes, missing his first game of the season 
with an undisclosed injury, though Day said 
Stover could have played if the team needed 
him.

“He was available and could have played, 
but we felt like it wasn’t the right thing to 
do for him,” Day said. “You talk about one 
of the tougher guys we’ve been around at 
Ohio State in my time here. He’s going to 
say he can go, and it was a decision made 
to hold him back. We’re looking forward to 
getting him back next week (against Michi-
gan State).”

Backup Gee Scott Jr. stepped up in his 

spot and impressed early on with a pair of 
first-quarter receptions, including one that 
would go for the Buckeyes’ only score in the 
first half, a heavily contested 14-yard touch-
down on a perfect pass from McCord. The 
ball was placed on Scott’s back shoulder in 
the corner of the end zone with linebacker 
Mohamed Toure all over him, and he was 
able to keep control of the ball while he was 
brought to the ground.

Day was happy with how Scott and Pat-
rick Gurd, a walk-on who saw time with the 
offense against the Scarlet Knights, stepped 
up when their number was called.

“We didn’t have Cade today, but I have to 
give Gee Scott and Pat Gurd some credit for 
stepping in,” he said. “Cade has shouldered 
a lot of snaps in the last couple of years, so 
for those guys to step up and play well – they 
played well, at least it seemed like it – it was 
good.”

Scott finished with three catches for 24 
yards and the touchdown on four targets af-
ter bringing in two catches for 18 yards the 
week before against Wisconsin. He said he’s 
always ready to step in whenever the Buck-
eyes need him.

“No matter where you are on the depth 
chart, you prepare every single week like 
you’re the starter,” he said. “That’s the mind-

set you’ve got to have, and if for any reason 
anybody ever goes down, it’s the next man 
up. You’ve got to be ready to go. It’s not nec-
essarily whether (Stover) was good to go or 
not. I think on a week-to-week basis, so you 
always prepare like you’re ready to go.”

Schiano Up To
His Old Tricks

Rutgers head coach Greg Schiano is well 
known for his trick plays, which had Ohio 
State fans holding their breath waiting for 
the shoe to drop. It came in the second quar-
ter with the Scarlet Knights facing fourth-
and-1 from their own 43-yard line.

Wimsatt took the snap on what looked to 
be a quarterback sneak with Monangai be-
hind him looking ready to push, but instead, 
Wimsatt put the football through his legs, 
handing it off to Monangai who ran right 
for 45 yards, a rush that nearly turned into 
a touchdown before cornerback Davison Ig-
binosun made the tackle, and Rutgers was 
later held to a field goal.

“That was a great play,” Knowles said. “It 
was a nice trick play.”

It certainly had the Buckeyes fooled. 
They understandably had the box stacked 
in a short-yardage situation and didn’t 
think twice about diving at Wimsatt when 
it looked like he was attempting to push for 
the first down on his own.

The Buckeyes seemed to attempt a trick 
play of their own the very next drive after 
they were unable to convert a first down. 
Following a drop by Scott on third down, 
the punt team came out facing fourth-and-5 
from the Ohio State 30-yard line. Punt-
er Jesse Mirco took the snap and ran left 
looking to get the first down with his legs, 
not unlike last year’s fake punt attempt, but 
he was able to gain only 2 yards this time 
around.

Day quickly clarified after the game that 
it was not Ohio State’s intention to fake the 
punt, especially from the Buckeyes’ own ter-
ritory, though he did not specify whether the 
fault belonged with him, Mirco or special 
teams coordinator Parker Fleming.

“It was not a fake punt,” he said. “It was 
a miscommunication on that, and that can’t 
happen.”

What Worked Well

Ohio State’s defense may not have put forth its most spotless 
performance of the season against Rutgers, but the defenders did 
buckle down when the team needed them most. Jim Knowles’ 
unit embraced their “bend but don’t break” attitude throughout 
the game, preventing the Scarlet Knights from breaking the pylon 
almost every time they neared the end zone. Rutgers, although 
mostly inefficient on offense, did embark on a number of promising 
drives, getting inside Ohio State’s 20 on six different occasions 
throughout the game.

The Buckeyes’ red-zone dominance on defense shone the bright-
est in the second quarter, where they succeeded on three straight 
goal-line stands to keep the Scarlet Knights out of the end zone. 
Thanks to a Sonny Styles tackle on third-and-6, a Josh Proctor stop 
on third-and-3 and a Gavin Wimsatt overthrow on second-and-2, 
Rutgers stalled their promising drives on the Buckeyes’ 4-, 3-, and 
2-yard lines, respectively, a series of missed opportunities for the 
Scarlet Knights that led to a trio of Jai Patel field goals. This allowed 
Rutgers to take a 9-7 lead at the half, but the lead certainly could have 
been much larger if the Buckeyes hadn’t stood tall.

Knowles’ unit finished off this solid performance in the second 
half with another pair of red-zone stops. The first was a pivotal 
third-quarter interception at Ohio State’s 7-yard line – more on that 
later – and the second another goal-line stop, this time with the 
Buckeyes holding onto a 28-16 lead in the fourth quarter. Facing 
first-and-goal from the 9-yard line, Rutgers was stopped on four con-
secutive plays, capped by a huge fourth-down sack by Ty Hamilton at 
the 6-yard line that sealed the game for Ohio State. The defense may 
not have been as dominant, but these goal-line stops were indicative 
of the toughness that entire unit has shown all season.  

What Didn’t Work
	 This seems to be a common occurrence in Game Analysis every 

week, but the Buckeyes continue to have some major flaws on offense, 
with most of the problems occurring in the beginning of games. Kyle 
McCord and his unit did bounce back with some positive drives in the 
second half, but the first-half performance was a totally different story.

Much like previous games against Penn State and Wisconsin, the 
Buckeyes were largely ineffective in the first half against Rutgers, 

recording 24 yards or less on five of their  six drives before halftime. 
McCord dinked-and-dunked his way to an impressive 11-of-11 start 
passing, but the Buckeyes had only one touchdown to show for it, that 
being a 14-yard toss to Gee Scott Jr. on the second drive of the game. 
Other than that, McCord and the offense looked disjointed for most of 
the half. He targeted Marvin Harrison Jr. only four times during that 
stretch, with one of them being a costly interception where he tried 
to fit the ball in a tight window and underthrew the standout wideout, 
allowing Mohamed Toure to pick it off and return it to the Buckeyes’ 
46-yard line and Rutgers to take a 9-7 lead a few plays later.

McCord’s teammates did not help him either, with both Scott and 
Julian Fleming dropping key passes that could have gone for big gains. 
Ohio State’s first-half struggles have become a recurring problem 
for this offense this season, and while it may not have hindered the 
Buckeyes against the Scarlet Knights, it could very well come back to 
bite them on Nov. 25.   

Play Of The Game
	 The Buckeyes made multiple game-changing plays at Rutgers’ 

SHI Stadium, but there was no play that was larger than Jordan 
Hancock’s 93-yard pick-six in the third quarter. There’s no question 
that head coach Greg Schiano and his stingy Scarlet Knights had 
Ohio State on the ropes during their first drive of the second half. 
Wimsatt and the offense were embarking on one of their best drives 
of the game so far, a positive series of plays that took the Scarlet 
Knights all the way to the Buckeyes’ 20-yard line. With the Scarlet 
Knights threatening and already holding a 9-7 lead, Ohio State 
needed someone to make a play, and that play came from the duo of 
Proctor and Hancock.

On second-and-7, Wimsatt faked a quarterback run and dropped 
back to deliver a pass down the middle to running back Kyle 
Monangai. That ball was overthrown, allowing Proctor to deliver a 
bruising hit that sent the ball flying into the air and into the hands 
of Hancock. The nickel corner then streaked toward the Buckeyes’ 
sideline and ran all the way to the end zone for the 93-yard score, a 
game-altering play that gave Ohio State the 14-9 lead and the pro-
gram its sixth-longest interception return in its history.

.
— Patrick Engels
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OHIO STATE VS. RUTGERS

Hancock, Henderson Lead Buckeyes To Victory
The final score, 35-16, did not reflect the 

scare Rutgers gave top-ranked Ohio State at 
SHI Stadium in Piscataway, N.J., on Nov. 4.

Trailing at the half for the first time this 
season, having allowed its longest play 
from scrimmage and missing key defensive 
players, the defense came through with 
a game-changing interception, and two 
fourth-quarter touchdowns to Marvin Harri-
son Jr. from Kyle McCord turned the game 
into a perceived rout before 53,703 fans on 
a sunny, 55-degree afternoon.

Jordan Hancock’s 93-yard interception 
return early in the third quarter put the 
Buckeyes (9-0, 6-0) ahead for good, 14-9. 
Harrison’s first touchdown catch extended 
the lead to 28-16, and he added a 2-yard 
score late for the final margin.

TreVeyon Henderson had 208 total yards 
(22 rushes for 128 yards and a touchdown, 
five catches for 80 yards), and McCord was 
19 of 26 for 189 yards with three touch-
downs and one interception.

Rutgers (6-3, 3-3) took a surprising 9-7 
halftime lead on Jai Patel field goals of 22, 
21 and 20 yards after Ohio State took a 7-0 
lead on its second of six drives in the half. 

Scarlet Fever
The Buckeyes started at their 25 after 

the opening kickoff and went three-and-out 
as did the Scarlet Knights, except punter 
Flynn Appleby got a bad snap and hurried 
an 18-yard punt to the Ohio State 46.

It took six plays and 2:43 for the Buck-
eyes to take a 7-0 lead on tight end Gee 
Scott Jr.’s 14-yard catch. Henderson had car-
ries for 6, 7 and 13 yards to the 28. Emeka 
Egbuka made a grab for 10 yards, and Chip 
Trayanum had 4 yards on the ground before 
Scott grappled with linebacker Mohamed 
Toure for the pass and came down with it 
along the right sideline in the end zone. 

The Buckeyes’ fourth possession ended 
a first quarter in which McCord was 10 for 
10 for 61 yards.

On fourth-and-1 from the 41, Henderson 
made the first down by the tip of the ball 
on the first play of the second quarter. He 
ran for 11 on the next play, but the Buck-
eyes gained only 3 more yards – one play 
was a drop by Julian Fleming to end a string 
of 18 straight completions, 11 in this game, 
for McCord – and Jesse Mirco punted to the 
end zone.

Rutgers wasted a trick play by coach 
Greg Schiano and settled for a 22-yard field 
goal by Jai Patel to make it 7-3 with 7:49 left 
in the half.

Facing fourth-and-1 from the Rutgers 
43, quarterback Gavin Wimsatt went under 
center, took the snap, then went between his 
legs to hand the ball to Kyle Monangai, who 
raced 45 yards to the Ohio State 12. It was 
the first 40-yard play allowed by the Buck-
eyes this season.

Wimsatt fell to 0 for 5 passing with an 
incompletion on first down before his two 
runs of 8 yards to set up the field goal.

Ohio State tried to return the favor on 
fourth down from its 30 with 5 to go when 
Mirco ran out of punt formation, but he was 
stopped after 2 yards and Rutgers took over 

at the OSU 32.
Monangai ran for 7 and 9 yards to the 

16. Wimsatt gained 4 yards, and Monangai 
went up the middle for 8 yards for a first 
down at the 4. He followed with a 2-yard 
gain before Wimsatt lost 1 yard. His first 
completion went to Christian Dremel for 
no gain to set up fourth-and-goal from the 
3 where Patel made a 21-yard field goal to 
pull Rutgers to within 7-6 with 2:03 left in 
the half.

McCord was intercepted on the second 
play of the Buckeyes’ next possession after 
Harrison had a 16-yard catch to the Ohio 
State 41. Toure got the pick at the Rutgers 
49 and returned it to the Ohio State 46 with 
1:46 remaining. 

Patel drilled a 20-yarder for the halftime 
lead with one second left.

The Scarlet Knights got there when 
JaQue Jackson made a third-down catch for 
13 yards to the 33. On second down, Dremel 
made a 16-yard grab to the 15, and Johnny 
Langan gained 13 yards with his catch for 
another first down, but two incompletions 
followed and with five seconds remaining, 
Schiano elected not to risk another try at 
the end zone.

Rutgers had an advantage in total yards 
at the half, leading 170 (128 rushing, 42 
passing) to 128 (80 passing, 48 rushing), 
and had the ball for 16:25. McCord after his 
hot start was 12 of 16 for 80 yards with a 
TD and an interception. Wimsatt was 4 of 

12 for 42 yards, and Monangai rushed for 
93 yards.

The Buckeyes had just 38 yards on 11 
plays in the second quarter compared to 
149 yards on 24 snaps for Rutgers.

Pulling Away
Rutgers received the ball at the 25 to 

start the second half and was helped early in 
the drive by pass interference calls against 
Proctor and Sonny Styles to move to the 50. 

Monangai carried for 13 and 14 yards on 
consecutive plays to the 23. After Wimsatt 
rushed for 3 yards, momentum dramatically 
shifted on the next play with Hancock’s pick-
six to go up 14-9.

The pass was intended for Monangai, 
but Proctor went for the breakup. They col-
lided, and the ball deflected off Proctor to 
Hancock at the 9:49 mark for the sixth-lon-
gest interception return in school history.

Ohio State marched 71 yards in eight 
plays, using 3:49 to increase the lead to 
21-9 on Henderson’s rushing touchdown of 
9 yards.

OSU’s first offensive series of the third 
quarter began at 6:28 from the 29 after a 
31-yard punt. Carnell Tate hauled in throws 
for 9 and 22 yards on back-to-back snaps to 
the Rutgers 41.

Henderson got to full speed down the 
right side for 20 yards to put the ball on the 
21. Egbuka picked up 4 yards and Hender-
son added 5. McCord did a quick snap to 

sneak his way for 3 prior to Henderson us-
ing his blocking on the left side for the score 
with 2:39 to go in the quarter.

Rutgers would not go away, and Wim-
satt found Jackson for a 19-yard touchdown 
to make it 21-16 on the second play of the 
fourth quarter at the 14:07 mark. The pre-
vious snap was a 35-yard catch for Dremel 
on the 75-yard drive that encompassed six 
plays in 3:32.

When Ohio State needed a response, it 
got it thanks to Henderson’s effort that led to 
a 4-yard touchdown catch for Harrison for a 
28-16 score at 12:02. 

The Buckeyes were headed to a punt sit-
uation when on third-and-9 from their 26, 
McCord dumped a pass across the middle 
to Henderson, who caught it at the 31 and 
zipped to the opposing 9 for a 65-yard play. 
After a toss to Harrison was broken up in 
the end zone and Xavier Johnson ran for 5 
yards, Harrison made the catch in the left 
corner at the end of the six-play, 75-yard 
drive in 2:05.

The Buckeyes then helped Rutgers drive 
to the 6 with consecutive 15-yard penalties 
to Mike Hall  Jr. (personal foul) and Tyleik 
Williams (unsportsmanlike conduct) to 
move the ball to the 26 after earlier in the 
drive, Monangai had a 16-yard run. Wimsatt 
then ran to the 12 and fumbled after being 
hit by Styles, but Dremel recovered it at the 
9. 

On first down, Wimsatt rushed for 3 
yards. He then had two incompletions. The 
second was reviewed for a possible touch-
down for Ian Strong, and on fourth down, Ty 
Hamilton sacked Wimsatt for a 7-yard loss 
with 8:14 left.

Starting from the 13, Henderson went 
for 2 and 27 yards to the Buckeye 42 to go 
over 100 yards rushing, but Rutgers stiff-
ened and Mirco’s 41-yard punt rolled to the 
9.

The Scarlet Knights turned the ball over 
on downs from their 17 needing 2 yards 
with 4:16 remaining. Henderson picked 
up 9 on two carries. Trayanum ran up the 
middle for 2, but Henderson was tackled 
for a 2-yard loss. He gained back 6 yards to 
the 2 before Harrison’s second touchdown 
for a 35-16 lead with 2:07 left. There were 
six plays on the short drive that chewed up 
2:09. 

Rutgers ran three times for 18 yards to 
finish the game at its 43.

The Buckeyes were without safety 
Lathan Ransom and cornerback Denzel 
Burke in the game because of injuries, but 
Egbuka returned after missing three games. 
However, Proctor left with an injury on Han-
cock’s touchdown, though he participated in 
an interview with media after the game and 
appeared OK.

Notes
Rutgers led in yardage with 361 (129 

passing, 232 rushing) compared to Ohio 
State’s 328 (189 passing, 139 rushing). … 
Wimsatt threw for 129 yards on 10 of 25 
with one TD and a pick. … Monangai gained 
159 yards on 24 carries (6.6 average). … 
Egbuka (29 yards) and Harrison (25 yards) 
each had four catches. … Tommy Eichen-
berg led the Buckeyes with 12 tackles (two 
solo). … Each team had one sack.

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer
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SONNY BROCKWAY
GOOD TO SEE YOU — Since returning on Oct. 28 at Wisconsin, running back 
TreVeyon Henderson has been on a strong run, including against Rutgers on 
Nov. 4, when he rushed for 128 yards and added 80 yards on five receptions.
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 35, Rutgers 16
Ohio State head coach Ryan Day on how his 

team overcame its first-half struggles to win on 
the road: “It’s a team game, but the first half, just 
gutsy, tough, hanging in there in some bad spots. 
Those guys are playing hard across the board, and 
we were down a couple of guys. Rutgers is physical. 
Coming off their bye week, they were fresh and ready 
to go and they played us hard. We’ve had multiple 
weeks now – Penn State and then Wisconsin – and 
now these guys. These have been physical weeks, but 
our guys are playing hard, they’re playing physical and 
we’re playing good football down the stretch. We’re 
wearing teams down in the second half, but certainly 
we’d like to play better in the first half as a team.”

Wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. on his 
team’s mindset entering halftime facing a 9-7 
deficit: “We had seven points at halftime. That’s 
obviously not the start our offense is supposed to 
have. We want to have 50 points. But you go into the 
second half with a new mindset. It’s 0-0 no matter 
what the score is, and kind of work from there.” 

Quarterback Kyle McCord on how confident 
his team was entering the second half: “We 
definitely have been a second-half team this entire 
year. We play our best football in the second half, 
and that’s a credit to our guys just being able to have 
great endurance. That’s the biggest thing, not getting 
worn out early on, and we know that teams are going 
to give us their best punch early on, and if we can 
just handle that and keep going, good things have 
happened.” 

Day on his offense’s overall performance: 
“You’d like to see, early on, some third-down conver-
sions. We (had zero) in the first half, then we ended 
up 6 of 12, so we must have been better in the second 
half. That was a big part of it because we weren’t fin-
ishing the drives, and third down is such a huge deal. 
We did do a better job on third down, and that made 
a difference. Situational football is critical. When, for 
instance, in this game we recognized that they were 

in a two-high shell and they were going to try to take 
way the outside, we had to run the football and be 
patient enough to work the football down the field 
on a couple of those drives. We’d love to get Cade 
(Stover) back so we can really be at full strength.”

Rutgers head coach Greg Schiano on his reac-
tion to the team falling short in the second half: 
“I feel bad for those guys down there in that locker 
room. But as I told them, the way they worked and 
the way they prepared and all that, and the way they 
played, doesn’t guarantee anything. It just gives you 
a chance. But we are now giving ourselves a chance 
and we are just not quite ready yet, I guess, to finish 
it, but that’s – the sun is going to come up tomorrow 
and we are going to keep working and we are going 
to get better, and we’ll eventually get there. And that’s 
me and that’s the staff and it’s the players, everybody. 
But I’m proud of our guys. Proud of our staff. We’re 
going to keep getting better.”

McCord on running back TreVeyon 
Henderson’s impact on the offense: “He’s done 
a great job this year, I think not only running the ball 
but catching the ball too, as you guys saw today. He’s 
become a great weapon for us. When he’s healthy, I 
don’t think there’s a better back in the country, and 
he’s doing an unbelievable job. So my hat’s off to 
him.” 

Henderson on his 65-yard catch on third 
down in the fourth quarter: “I wasn’t even expect-
ing it to hit that big. Kyle just put the ball where it 
needed to be, and I ended up making a play. I wasn’t 
expecting it to be that huge, though.” 

McCord on his reaction to Gee Scott Jr.’s 
14-yard touchdown: “That’s a cool moment to rep 
it a bunch of times during the week, watch film on 
it, and talk about it off the field, like, ‘How do I want 
him to run the route? Where is he expecting the ball?’ 
And to see it all play out and score six points, that was 
huge.” 

Safety Josh Proctor on what he saw to deliv-
er the hit that led to Jordan Hancock’s 93-yard 
interception return for a touchdown: “They called 
a timeout. We figured they were going to try to come 
out and do something to get our eyes off. I was 
expecting the tight end to pop, but the running back 
slipped out, so I just wanted to get him down.”

Defensive coordinator Jim Knowles on the 
pick-six: “(Rutgers) tried a trick play to slip the back 
out. Josh, playing in the middle of field, had a great 
break on the ball, just a really heads-up play by him. 
Then Jordan was just hustling to the ball.”

Proctor on how the defense buckles down in 
the red zone: “It’s just taking it one play at a time 
no matter what happens. They might make a big play, 
they might do something that we don’t want to give 
up, but other than that, we just keep going and keep 
fighting as a team.”

Knowles on defensive linemen Ty Hamilton’s 
fourth-down sack in the red zone in the final 
period: “We knew that was going to come. We 
worked on that all week with that quarterback. That 
was going to come. He’s an inside scramble kind of 
guy, and we knew we’d have to make a couple of 
those plays.”

Schiano on if the loss was a moral victory: “I 
don’t believe in moral victories, no. I believe that you 
learn lessons, and we learned some lessons today. I 
did. The players did. But no moral victory.”

Day on his team’s mindset moving forward 
as the No. 1-ranked team in the nation: “Our 
goal is to be the No. 1 team at the end of the year. 
All it means is it’s a good start, and we know we’re 
going to take everybody’s best shot. We did again 
today. Give Rutgers a lot of credit. That doesn’t mean 
anything to us. It’s great for the fans, but it just means 
we’re off to a good start and beat some good teams.” 
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The Numbers Game
Season StatisticsOhio State 35, Rutgers 16

Nov. 4, 2023 – SHI Stadium, Piscataway, N.J.
Score by Quarters	 1	 2	 3	 4	 F
OHIO STATE	 7	 0	 14	 14	 35
RUTGERS	 0	 9	 0	 7	 16
First Quarter

OSU – Scott Jr., 14-yard pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 8:35.
Second Quarter

RUT – Patel, 22-yard field goal, 7:49.
RUT – Patel, 21-yard field goal, 2:03.
RUT – Patel, 20-yard field goal, 0:01.

Third Quarter 
OSU – Hancock, 93-yard interception return (Fielding kick), 9:49.
OSU – Henderson, 9-yard rush (Fielding kick), 2:39.

Fourth Quarter 
RUT – Jackson, 19-yard pass from Wimsatt (Patel kick), 14:07.
OSU – Harrison Jr., 4-yard pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 12:02.
OSU – Harrison Jr., 2-yard pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 2:07.

Att. – 53,703
Weather – Sunny, 55 F

Team Statistics
	 OSU	 RUT
First Downs	 15	 22
Rushing 	 8	 10
Passing 	 7	 8
Penalty 	 0	 4
Rushes-Yards 	 29-139	 43-232
Passing Yards 	 189	 129
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.)	 19-26-1	 10-25-1
Offensive Plays 	 55	 68
Total Net Yards 	 328	 361
Third Down Efficiency 	 6-12	 4-13
Fourth Down Efficiency	 1-2	 1-3
Punts-Avg. 	 4-39.0	 4-32.5
Fumbles-Lost 	 0-0	 1-0
Penalties 	 5-57	 3-30
Time of Possession 	 24:24	 35:36

Individual Statistics
	RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) – OSU: Henderson 22-128; Trayanum 2-6; Johnson 1-5; Egbuka 1-4; Mirco 

1-2; McCord 2-(-6). RUT: Monangai 24-159; Wimsatt 13-49; Brown V 6-24.
	PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) – OSU: McCord 19-26-1-189-3. RUT: Wimsatt 10-25-1-129-1.
	RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) – OSU: Henderson 5-80; Egbuka 4-29; Harrison Jr. 4-25; Scott Jr. 3-24; Tate 

2-31; Johnson 1-0. RUT: Dremel 5-69; Jackson 3-41; Langan 1-13; Washington 1-6. 
	PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) – OSU: Mirco 4-39.0-44. RUT: Appleby 4-32.5-41.
	PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: None. RUT: None.
	KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Curry 1-(-5). RUT: None.
	FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) – OSU: None. RUT: None.
	INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) – OSU: Hancock 1-93. RUT: Toure 1-5.
SACKS – OSU: Hamilton 1-7.  RUT: Toure 1-9.
TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) – OSU:  Hamilton 1-7; Hall Jr. 0.5-1; Proctor 0.5-1; Tuimoloau 0.5-1; 

Williams 0.5-1; Jackson Jr. 0-5.-0; Sawyer 0.5-0. RUT: Toure 1-9; Lewis 1-2; Loyal 1-2; Jennings 1-1.
	TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) – OSU: Eichenberg 2-10-12; Simon 0-9-9; Styles 3-4-7; Chambers 2-5-

7; Tuimoloau 1-6-7; Hamilton 3-3-6; Igbinosun 3-2-5; Williams 1-4-5; Hancock 1-4-5; Sawyer 1-3-4; Hall 
Jr. 0-4-4; Mathews Jr. 1-2-3; Proctor 1-1-2; JAckson Jr. 1-1-2; Scott Jr. 1-0-1; Hartford 0-1-1; Kanu 0-1-1. RUT: 
Jennings 7-6-13; Toure 4-4-8; Longerbeam 4-3-7; Lewis 1-6-7; Igbonsun 4-2-6; Iton 1-4-5; Melton 3-1-4; 
Dixon 3-1-4; Loyal 1-1-2; Hamilton 0-2-2; Thompson 0-2-2; Rogers 1-0-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME – OSU: Harrison Jr., Egbuka, Henderson, Fleming, Jones, McCord, Fryar, 
Simmons, Jackson, Hinzman, Scott Jr., Igbonosun, Chambers, Mathews Jr., Sawyer, Eichenberg, Proctor, 
Tuimoloau, Hall Jr., Styles, Hancock, Williams, Johnson, Inniss, Hicks, Stokes, Simpson-Hunt, Melton, Tate, 
Trayanum, Reese, Hartford, Carrico, Mirco, Simon, Powers, Fielding, Styles Jr., Ferlmann, Gurd, Hamilton, 
Vimahi, Adolph, Ballard, Curry, Kanu, Jackson Jr. RUT: Dremel, Washington, Wimsatt, Langan, Monangai, 
Dunlap Jr., Zilinskas, Felter, Sulton, Pierce, Jackson, Toure, Dixon, Melton, Jennings, Bailey, Igbinosun, 
Hamilton, Loyal, Longerbeam, Lewis, Iton, Rogers, Fletcher, Thompson, Williams, Ofurie, Walker, 
Amankwaa, Brown V, Djabome, Yeboah,-Kodie, Strong, Lusardi, Ward, Young, Allen, Patel, Eldridge, 
Abraham, Rainey, Ciafooni, Missouri, Angoy, Brown, White, Asamoah, Wright-Collins, Rochelle, Patterson, 
Bowman, Konopla, Konga, McAtamney, Appleby, O'Connor.

2023 Game-By-Game
Date	 Opponent	 Result/Time 	 Crowd
Sept. 2	 (3) at Indiana	 W, 23-3	 50,050
Sept. 9	 (5) YOUNGSTOWN STATE	 W, 35-7	 102,897
Sept. 16	 (6) WESTERN KENTUCKY	 W, 63-10	 100,217
Sept. 23	 (6) at Notre Dame (9)	 W, 17-14	 77,622
Oct. 7	 (4) MARYLAND	 W, 37-17	 104,974
Oct. 14	 (3) at Purdue	 W, 41-7	 57,319
Oct. 21	 (3) PENN STATE (7)	 W, 20-12	 105,506
Oct. 28	 (3) at Wisconsin	 W, 24-10	 76,453
Nov. 4	 (3) at Rutgers	 W, 35-16	 53,703
Nov. 11	 (3) MICHIGAN STATE	 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 18	 MINNESOTA	 TBA
Nov. 25	 at Michigan (2)	 12 p.m.

OSU’s gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before the 
opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after the name.

Team Statistics
					     OSU		  Opp
First Downs	 193	 145
 Rushing	 63	 56
 Passing		 113	 72
 Penalty		 17	 17
Average Per Game/Rush	 134.3	 114.4
Average Per Game/Pass	 283.2	 156.7
Total Offense	 3758	 2440
Total Plays	 583	 595
Average Per Game	 417.6	 271.1
Average Per Play	 6.4	 4.1
Penalties-Yards	 57-449	 46-404
Fumbles-Lost	 7-5	 9-3
Third Down Efficiency	 51-115	 42-135
 Percentage	 44%	 31%
Fourth Down Efficiency	 9-17	 8-24
 Percentage	 53%	 33%
Sacks-Yards	 17-129	 17-111
Time Of Possession Avg.	 29:42	 30:17

Score
By Quarters	 1	 2	 3	 4	 OT	 Tot.	 Avg.
Ohio State	 54	 86	 76	 79	 0	 295	 32.8
Opponents	 20	 28	 21	 27	 0	 96	 10.7

Individual Statistics 
Rushing 	 Att.	 Net	 Avg.	 TD	 Long
T. Henderson	 90	 585	 6.5	 7	 61
Chip Trayanum	 68	 276	 4.1	 3	 40
Miyan Williams	 49	 158	 3.2	 3	 12
Xavier Johnson	 17	 102	 6.0	 0	 15
Dallan Hayden	 11	 76	 6.9	 1	 19
Devin Brown	 19	 35	 1.8	 1	 8
Emeka Egbuka	 5	 25	 5.0	 0	 9
Evan Pryor	 6	 14	 2.3	 0	 6
Marvin Harrison Jr.	 1	 7	 7.0	 0	 7
Jesse Mirco	 1	 2	 2.0	 0	 2
Cody Simon	 1	 -3	 -3.0	 0	 0
Kyle McCord	 29	 -57	 -2.0	 0	 9
Team		  6	 -11	 -1.8	 0	 0
OSU Totals	 303	 1209	 4.0	 15	 61
OPP Totals	 302	 1030	 3.4	 3	 45

Passing		 Comp.	 Att.	 Pct.	 Yds.	  TD-INT	 Effic.
Kyle McCord	 167	 257	 65.0	 2352	 17-4	 160.6
Devin Brown	 12	 22	 54.5	 197	 2-1	 150.7
Team		  0	 1	 0.0	 0	 0-0	 0.0
OSU Totals	 179	 280	 63.9	 2549	 19-5	 159.2
OPP Totals	 146	 293	 49.8	 1410	 7-6	 94.0

Receiving	 Rec.	 Net	 Avg.	 TD	 Long
Marvin Harrison Jr.	 52	 914	 17.6	 10	 75
Cade Stover	 27	 429	 15.9	 3	 49
Emeka Egbuka	 26	 332	 12.8	 3	 28
Julian Fleming	 19	 190	 10.0	 0	 37
Carnell Tate	 14	 228	 16.3	 1	 55
T. Henderson	 12	 170	 14.2	 0	 65
Gee Scott Jr.	 9	 62	 6.9	 1	 14
Xavier Johnson	 7	 85	 12.1	 0	 40
Chip Trayanum	 7	 41	 5.9	 0	 19
Miyan Williams	 4	 42	 10.5	 0	 27
Dallan Hayden	 1	 -2	 -2.0	 0	 0
Brandon Inniss	 1	 58	 58.0	 1	 58
OSU Totals	 179	 2549	 14.2	 19	 75
OPP Totals	 146	 1410	 9.7	 7	 36

Scoring		  TD	 EPK	 EPR	   EPRC	 FG	 PTS
Jayden Fielding	 –	   37-38	 –	 –	 10-11	 67
Marvin Harrison Jr.	10	 –	 –	 –	 –	 60
T. Henderson	 7	 –	 –	 –	 –	 42
Cade Stover		 3	 –	 –	 –	 –	 18
Emeka Egbuka	 3	 –	 –	 –	 –	 18
Chip Trayanum	 3	 –	 –	 –	 –	 18
Miyan Williams	 3	 –	 –	 –	 –	 18
Josh Proctor		 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6

Gee Scott Jr.		 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Jordan Hancock	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Tyleik Williams	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Dallan Hayden	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Devin Brown	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Brandon Inniss	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
Carnell Tate		  1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
J. Mathews Jr.	 1	 –	 –	 –	 –	 6
OSU Totals		          38  	37-38	 –	 –	 10-11	 295
OPP Totals		  10	 9-9	 –	 –	 9-14	 96

FG Distance		 0-29	 30-39 	40-49	 50+	 Total
Jayden Fielding		  4-4	 4-4	 2-3	 0	 10-11
OSU Totals		  4-4	 4-4	 2-3	 0	 10-11
OPP Totals		  5-6	 0-1	 4-6	 0-1	 9-14

Punting		  No.	 Yds.	 Avg.	 Bk	 Long
Jesse Mirco	 33	 1419	 43.0	 0	 72
OSU Totals	 33	 1419	 43.0	 0	 72
OPP Totals	 49	 2078	 42.4	 0	 60

Interceptions		  No.	 Yds. 	 Avg.	 TD	Long
Jordan Hancock		  1	 93	 93.0	 1	 93
J. Mathews Jr.		  1	 58	 58.0	 1	 58
Josh Proctor		  1	 24	 24.0	 1	 24
Lathan Ransom		  1	 15	 15.0	 0	 15
Denzel Burke		  1	 0	 0.0	 0	 0
Steele Chambers		 1	 0	 0.0	 0	 0
OSU Totals		  6	 190	 31.7	 3	 93
OPP Totals		  5	 35	 7.0	 0	 19

Punt Returns		  No.	 Yds. 	 Avg.	 TD	Long
Jayden Ballard		  7	 36	 5.1	 0	 18
Emeka Egbuka		  7	 23	 3.3	 0	 8
Julian Fleming		  1	 3	 3.0	 0	 3
OSU Totals		  15	 62	 4.1	 0	 18
OPP Totals		  9	 137	 15.2	 0	 35

Kickoff Returns 		 No.	 Yds.	 Avg.	 TD	Long
Xavier Johnson		  9	 208	 23.1	 0	 32
Chip Trayanum	 	 1	 14	 14.0	 0	 14
Caden Curry	 	 1	 -5	 -5.0	 0	 0
OSU Totals		  11	 217	 19.7	 0	 32
OPP Totals		  13	 235	 18.1	 0	 30

Def. Leaders		 Solo	 Ast.	 Tot.	TFL-Yds.	 Sacks
Tommy Eichenberg	38	 37	 75	 2.5-8	 1.0-7
Steele Chambers		 25	 29	 54	 1.0-1	 0-0
Davison Igbinosun	 28	 12	 40	 1.5-4	 0-0
Tyleik Williams		  15	 22	 37	 8.5-16	 2.0-5
Cody Simon		  14	 23	 37	 2.5-5	 0-0
Sonny Styles		  21	 16	 37	 3.0-7	 1.0-3
Josh Proctor		  23	 12	 35	 4.0-6	 0-0
Lathan Ransom		  21	 13	 34	 1.5-5	 0-0
Jack Sawyer		  13	 17	 30	 2.5-13	 1.5-12
Jordan Hancock		  20	 10	 30	 1.0-10	 1.0-10
J.T. Tuimoloau		  10	 17	 27	 5.5-37	 4.0-32
Ty Hamilton		  11	 14	 25	 1.5-8	 1.0-7
Mike Hall Jr.		  6	 10	 16	 2.0-15	 1.5-14
J. Mathews Jr.		  7	 3	 10	 0-0	 0-0
Denzel Burke		  7	 2	 9	 1.0-5	 0-0
Jaden McKenzie		  4	 4	 8	 1.5-6	 0-0
Hero Kanu		  5	 2	 7	 1.0-5	 1.0-5
Malik Hartford		  1	 5	 6	 0-0	 0-0
Caden Curry		  4	 2	 6	 2.0-18	 1.0-15
Ja'Had Carter		  2	 3	 5	 0-0	 0-0
Kenyatta Jackson Jr.	 3	 2	 5	 1.5-10	 1.0-10
C.J. Hicks		  1	 2	 3	 0-0	 0-0
Mitchell Melton		  3	 -	 3	 3.0-13	 1.0-9
Gabe Powers		  2	 1	 3	 0-0	 0-0
Omari Abor		  1	 1	 2	 1.0-2	 0-0
Gee Scott Jr.		  1	 1	 2	 0-0	 0-0
Tywone Malone		  1	 1	 2	 0.5-1	 0-0
Cameron Martinez	 2	 -	 2	 0-0	 0-0
Reid Carrico		  -	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0
Chip Trayanum		  -	 1	 1	 0-0	 0-0
John Ferlmann		  1	 -	 1	 0-0	 0-0
Jesse Mirco		  1	 -	 1	 0-0	 0-0
Julian Fleming		  1	 -	 1	 0-0	 0-0
Donovan Jackson	 1	 -	 1	 0-0	 0-0
Kayden McDonald	 -	 1	 1	 0.5-1	 0-0
Cade Stover		  1	 -	 1	 0-0	 0-0
OSU Totals		 294	 264	 558	49.0-196	 17.0-129
OPP Totals		 338	 220	 558	46.0-170	 17.0-111
Fumbles Forced: Hancock (2), Burke, Eichenberg, 
Ransom, Sawyer, Styles.
Fumbles Recovered: Igbinosun (2), T. Williams
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CB Mathews Impressing Early In His Career
When Jermaine Mathews Jr. started at 

Ohio State, he came into a cornerback room 
that had struggled the season prior. The 
Buckeyes gave up many long passing plays 
late in the season, part of what allowed both 
Michigan and Georgia to get the better of 
them, scoring a combined 87 points in those 
two games.

That caused head coach Ryan Day and 
defensive coordinator Jim Knowles to bring 
in a transfer in Davison Igbinosun, and with 
a resurgent performance from junior Denzel 
Burke, the secondary has been the most im-
proved aspect of the team this season.

But despite a talented and veteran sec-
ondary that has helped turn Ohio State’s de-
fense into one of the nation’s best, Mathews 
has still found a way to contribute as a true 
freshman, impressing in limited action.

After Burke was injured in the 41-7 win 
at Purdue on Oct. 14, Mathews was the 
next man up and ready to play in the biggest 
game of the year against Penn State the fol-
lowing week. With the possibility that Burke 
might miss the contest, Knowles said before 
the game they were confident Mathews was 
going to be ready to compete on that stage.

“We’re confident in Jermaine,” he said 
on Oct. 17. “For a true freshman, he’s got a 
lot of guts. He’s got a lot of moxie. He’s just 
talented, and he’s shown the ability to make 
plays, so we’re confident in putting him in 
there.”

Mathews proved that confidence from 
his defensive coordinator was warranted. 
He had played only 46 snaps in the prior six 
games, but matching up against one of the 
top teams in the country, he surpassed those 
totals with a season-high 47 plays against 
the Nittany Lions.

He had three tackles in the game and a 
pass breakup in the third quarter that con-
tributed to a three-and-out by Penn State. 
He contributed to a team defensive perfor-
mance that raised eyebrows, holding Penn 
State to just 1 of 16 on third down.

“He doesn’t flinch at the point of compet-
itive excellence,” Knowles said on Oct. 24. 
“There was a shot in press coverage, and he 
got his head back from the ball, he finished 
through the ball on a huge stage. So I think 
that speaks right there.”

After the win, Knowles was happy with 
how Mathews stepped up in the top-10 
matchup, adding that his lack of experience 
likely helped him stay calm despite being on 
one of the biggest stages in college football.

“Like I said, the kid’s got moxie,” Knowles 
said. “I don’t think he knew how big the mo-
ment was, and that’s not a bad thing. He just 
went out and played. He made some tackles, 
and he didn’t flinch at the moment of truth.”

Mathews said he appreciated the compli-
ment, but he had to look up the word moxie 
in the dictionary. He also said he did know 
how big the game was, but he just wanted 
to go out and play football like he has been 
doing his whole life without feeling the pres-
sure.

“Pressure breaks pipes,” Mathews said. 
“I guess it’s just in me. I knew the moment 
was big, and I just really wanted to go in 
there and do my job and just ensure that 

we win the game. That was really my whole 
mindset going into the game.

“I was just playing football. I’ve been play-
ing football my whole life. So I feel like the 
stage really doesn’t matter. You have to still 
go out there and play.”

Mathews had that confidence since he 
started at Ohio State, something his team-
mates mentioned after the win over the Nit-
tany Lions.

“It felt like he was built for that moment, 
honestly,” safety Josh Proctor said. “It wasn’t 
too big for him. He went out there and he 
played like a vet that’s been out there before.”

Cornerback Jordan Hancock, who spent 
time at both outside and slot corner against 
Penn State, said he felt very comfortable 
knowing Mathews was on the field with him.

“That kid, he’s great,” Hancock said. “He 
came out there, we had the most confidence 
in him, and we’re just super proud of him. 
We see how he prepares and he’s just a dog, 
so I’m happy to have him in the secondary 
with us.”

Day was also impressed with how the 
freshman performed on the big stage, add-
ing that the next step for Mathews is to main-
tain that consistency the rest of the season.

“He’s one of the more competitive guys 
that we had this incoming class,” Day said. 
“He loves to compete, and the moment 
wasn’t too big for him. Now he’s got to be 
consistent. It’s one thing to do it, now it’s an-
other thing to do it multiple weeks in a row. 
He did step up in a big way, and he has made 
a lot of progress from when he came in, but 

that’s part of being a freshman. Part of it is 
the football part of it. The other part is just 
overall the maturation of a young man.”

Even before he took the field against 
Penn State, the signs were there that 
Mathews could be a contributor to the de-
fense going forward. In the 63-10 blowout 
of Western Kentucky on Sept. 16, he added 
the final touchdown for Ohio State, return-
ing his first career interception 58 yards for 
the score.

“Before the play, I kind of knew that they 
were going to throw it over there,” Mathews 
said. “So I was getting ready. When the ball 
was coming, I was going to just bat it down, 
but it was getting closer, so I just grabbed it. 
Then the thought after that was just, ‘Don’t 
get caught.’ The only thing was don’t get 
caught.”

Mathews came to Ohio State wanting to 
absorb as much as he could from the veter-

an players on the team. Burke, who himself 
broke onto the scene as a freshman, has 
been one of the biggest helps in Mathews’ 
development and getting him ready to play 
at this level.

“He has helped a lot,” Mathews said. 
“The whole corner room, we are all very 
tight. And I asked a lot of questions. I asked 
a lot of questions, and they just helped me. 
Coach (Tim Walton), he’s a big part of that 
too.”

Mathews came to Ohio State out of Cin-
cinnati Winton Woods, where he shot up the 
rankings as a prospect through his senior 
year, putting together a season of 51 tackles, 
four forced fumbles, four fumble recoveries 
and six interceptions. He finished as a four-
star recruit, listed as the best prospect in 
Ohio and the No. 51 overall prospect in the 
class.

Just like wide receiver Carnell Tate on the 
other side of the ball, Mathews is showing 
that no matter how new a player is at Ohio 
State, there is a chance to crack the lineup 
if they prove themselves ready for the big 
stage. And the offense, that routinely has to 
deal with Mathews in practice, certainly sees 
the talent.

“These guys come in now as freshmen – I 
wish I had half the talent they come in with,” 
wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. said. “He’s 
a talented guy. You see that right away from 
the first play that he played.”

Mathews’ talent was evident during the 
recruiting process, and he has since shown 
it for Ohio State, but he is still continuing to 
improve, with Knowles adding that Mathews 
is good at applying coaching to his game.

“He’s gotten a lot of naturalness, and he 
takes coaching well,” Knowles said. “You can 
coach him hard, and he doesn’t back down.”

Burke was back on the field for the win 
against Wisconsin, relegating Mathews back 
to special teams, but against Rutgers, Burke 
was ruled out again. With safety Lathan 
Ransom not making the trip to New Jersey, 
Sonny Styles was slotted in at strong safety 
and Hancock made the start at nickel, allow-
ing Mathews to make his first career start at 
cornerback. He finished the game with three 
tackles, one of them solo.

His experience during his freshman sea-
son – not to mention whatever he is able to 
pick up through the rest of the season – will 
help him make a push next year for a poten-
tial starting job in Ohio State’s lineup.

“I feel like everything just happened for a 
reason, and I feel like I’m just blessed to be 
in this position,” Mathews said. “I just take 
everything in, don’t take anything for grant-
ed.”
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By GREG WILSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

SONNY BROCKWAY
FEISTY FROSH — Freshman cornerback Jermaine Mathews Jr. (24) notched 
his first career start against Rutgers on Nov. 4, continuing a strong trajecto-
ry for the Ohio native during his first year with the Buckeyes.
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

Since Michigan State’s football season 
kicked off with back-to-back wins over Cen-
tral Michigan and Richmond, things have 
gone dramatically downhill for the Spar-
tans.

On Sept. 10, the day following the 45-14 
win over the Spiders, head coach Mel Tuck-
er was suspended after USA Today pub-
lished a story detailing Tucker’s alleged sex-
ual harassment of rape survivor and noted 
anti-sexual assault advocate Brenda Tracy, 
whom he had invited on campus to speak 
with the team. But after developing a pro-
fessional relationship with her, he allegedly 
made sexual comments and masturbated 
on a phone call without her consent on April 
28, 2022, and she filed a Title IX complaint 
with the university.

As a result of the investigation into the 
incident by Michigan State, the university 
announced on Sept. 18 that it planned to 
fire Tucker for cause and made it official on 
Sept. 27. Tucker has disputed allegations 
while he and his attorneys indicated that 
they may pursue legal action for wrongful 
termination given that Tucker had roughly 
$80 million remaining on his contract with 
Michigan State.

It has almost been easy to forget that 
Michigan State, despite all these distrac-
tions, still has a 
schedule full of foot-
ball to play this sea-
son. Chosen to lead 
the Spartans through 
these troubling times 
as interim head coach 
was safeties coach 
Harlon Barnett, who 
has spent all but two 
of the last 17 seasons 
in East Lansing.

“Coach Barnett has an incredible con-
nection to our university and takes incred-
ible pride in being a Spartan,” athletic di-
rector Alan Haller said. “He has established 
relationships with student-athletes and is 
focused on their well-being first and fore-
most.”

“I want to be the head coach of Michigan 
State, but not in this way,” Barnett said. “I 
really appreciate the opportunity to be able 
to be the head coach here.”

Barnett’s job has been made more dif-
ficult given that Michigan State’s players, 
due to Tucker’s firing on Sept. 27, had 30 
days to enter the transfer portal, of which 
several have taken advantage. Long snapper 
Hank Pepper, defensive back Justin White, 
offensive lineman Keyshawn Blackstock, 
and running back Jordon Simmons have all 
publicly announced their entry to the portal, 
while defensive end Tunmise Adeleye has 
reportedly left the team.

That’s not to mention the extra work Bar-
nett is doing to try to maintain the Spartans’ 
2024 recruiting class, which has already 
lost four members since Tucker’s firing.

“I’ve been trying to make sure we stay 
together,” Barnett said. “That’s been my 
No. 1 thing, my No. 1 thing since I’ve been 
put in this position. There’s going to be 
tough times that you’re going to have to get 

through, so you have to be able to not just 
fall down with the adversity but to continue 
to fight. I believe that’s just a lifestyle.

“You have to be willing to fight, because 
in life, when the world throws crap at you, 
you’ve  got to be able to stand up and fight. 
And where we are right now, we have to con-
tinue to fight. We can’t lay down.”

If even for a moment, it all seemed worth 
it after Barnett picked up his first win as 
Michigan State’s head coach, leading the 
Spartans to a 20-17 win over Nebraska on 
Nov. 4, a victory that came after six consecu-
tive losses to begin Barnett’s interim tenure.

“Finally, right? Finally. Finally got us a 
victory,” he said after the win. “I’m really 
happy for our guys. All we talked about was 
finish, finish, finish, and that’s what they did. 
We finally finished one and got a victory, so 
I’m really happy for our players. It was an 
awesome feeling in the locker room. You 
love to have that. It’s the first of four games 
we have here in the month of November, so 
we’re going to keep trying to just finish ev-
erything that we do.”

The win was a momentary reprieve to 
what has been a tough season on the field 
for Michigan State, which is averaging just 
18.2 points per game – 121st in the country 
and dead last in the Big Ten, even behind 
Iowa’s notably horrid offense – and allowing 
26.6 points per game, which is 72nd nation-
ally and 11th in the conference.

The struggles on offense have started 
at quarterback, where the Spartans have 
pinballed between junior Noah Kim and 
redshirt freshman Katin Houser at quarter-
back, though neither has been particularly 
effective. Kim started the first five games of 
the season and has completed 56.9 percent 
of his passes for 1,090 yards, six touch-
downs and six interceptions, while Houser 
has started the last four – and is expected 
to start against Ohio State – while complet-
ing 58.7 percent of his passes for 674 yards, 
three touchdowns and two picks.

“I thought Katin actually stepped up – no 
turnovers.” Barnett said after the win over 
Nebraska. “He runs the offense, he under-
stands the offense. The plan that we had for 
today is what we executed.”

The rushing attack has not fared much 
better, because while sophomore Nate Car-
ter has rushed 156 times for 659 yards and 
four touchdowns – good for 4.2 yards per at-
tempt – the Spartans as a whole are averag-
ing just 3.3 yards per carry, which is 114th 
nationally. Michigan State also has several 
capable pass catchers – including wideouts 
Montorie Foster Jr. (33 catches, 436 yards, 
two TD), Tre Mosley (28, 288, two) and tight 
end Maliq Carr (19, 201, one) – but they 
have not been given a chance with less-than-
stellar play under center.

It’s put much of the onus this season on 
Michigan State’s defense, which has done 
the best job it can under challenging cir-
cumstances.

“Our defense has been playing fairly well, 
I think, over the last several weeks,” Barnett 
said after the win over Nebraska. “We had 
the game against (Michigan, a 49-0 loss), 
but other than that, I think we’ve been play-
ing fairly well. They understand what to do. 
(Defensive coordinator Scottie) Hazelton 
and the staff do a great job of game planning 

and understanding how a team is trying to 
attack us, and our guys go out and execute. 
This is another product of them just playing 
better overall over the last several weeks.”

The defense’s most impressive unit has 
been the secondary, which is allowing only 
222.3 passing yards per game. Led by the 
likes of sophomores Jaden Mangham, Ma-
lik Spencer and Dillon Tatum, as well as 
senior Angelo Grose and freshman Chance 
Rucker, the secondary has intercepted sev-
en passes – four coming from Mangham – 
and the team has broken up 33 passes this 
season.

It’s no surprise that the unit has excelled 
given that it was Barnett’s responsibility 
before taking over as interim head coach. 
It was those same Spartans who knocked 
down the would-be Hail Mary that secured 
the win over the Cornhuskers for Barnett’s 
first victory.

“It was great just seeing everybody hap-
py, seeing all of this,” Mangham said. “We 
enjoy that, being able to come in and cele-
brate with our brothers and celebrate with 
Coach Barnett getting his first win. That 
was a great feeling for all of us.

“A lot of people, a lot of teams, if they go 
through stuff like this, they’d probably break 
apart. But he’s held us together. I couldn’t be 
happier for him.”

In the front seven, the Spartans have a 
talented duo of linebackers in sixth-year 
senior Aaron Brule and junior Cal Haladay, 
the latter leading Michigan State with 65 
tackles this season, while Brule has a team-
high four sacks and 6½ tackles for loss.

But the biggest boost for Michigan State 
has been the return of junior defensive tack-
le Simeon Barrow Jr., who briefly entered 
the transfer portal before opting to return to 
the team.

“I was by myself in the transfer portal for 

two days just thinking about the guys, think-
ing about football, thinking about my team-
mates and just hearing from my teammates 
that live with me,” Barrow said. “I just felt 
like I can’t leave like that. I’ve got to go back, 
and I’ve got to help. At the end of the day, I 
still believe in Michigan State football. I feel 
like we can still win a bowl game. I just feel 
I can’t leave it like that.”

Barrow has added 28 tackles, 2½ sacks 
and 3½ tackles for 
loss this season along 
with six quarterback 
hurries, and his team-
mates were happy to 
welcome him back.

“He brings lead-
ership, he brings en-
thusiasm, he brings 
toughness and he’s a 
really good football 

player,” Barnett said. “He brings all of that 
to the table for us, and he has the respect of 
his teammates. They love him, we love him 
and he loves us. That’s what he brings. He’s 
a guy that has been here and been through 
some things with us and has played well and 
done really well.”

With so many moving parts on the team, 
a win for Michigan State over Ohio State 
would certainly be classified as a monumen-
tal upset – a spoiler, if you will, for the Buck-
eyes’ season – but being a potential spoiler 
is not something that Barnett and the Spar-
tans have in mind. Rather, the team would 
prefer to just go out and win.

“My mind goes to positive – win,” Barnett 
said. “I never think about losing or being a 
spoiler. Saying I’m a spoiler means I’m a 
scrub, and I’m not a scrub. So I don’t think 
spoiler, I think, go win. That’s me.”

Tucker’s Firing Overshadowing MSU’s Season
Get To Know ... Michigan State

2023 Schedule
Date	 Opponent	 Time/Result (ET)
Sept. 1	 CENTRAL MICHIGAN	 W, 31-7
Sept. 9	 RICHMOND	 W, 45-14
Sept. 16	 WASHINGTON	 L, 41-7
Sept. 23	 MARYLAND	 L, 31-9
Sept. 30	 at Iowa	 L, 26-16
Oct. 14	 at Rutgers	 L, 27-24
Oct. 21	 MICHIGAN	 L, 49-0
Oct. 28	 at Minnesota	 L, 27-12
Nov. 4	 NEBRASKA	 W, 20-17
Nov. 11	 at Ohio State	 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 18	 at Indiana	 TBA
Nov. 24	 vs. Penn S. at Detroit	 7:30 p.m.
Decc. 2	 Big Ten Championship	 8 p.m.

•	2023 Record: 3-6.
• Team Information: Offensive Formation 

- Spread; Defensive Formation - 4-2-5; 
Starters Returning - Offense 4, Defense 4.

• Head Coach: Harlon Barnett (interim), 1st 
year at Michigan State, 1-6.

• Series History: 52nd meeting; Ohio 
State leads 36-15-0.

• School Facts: Location – East Lansing, 
Mich.; Enrollment – 50,344; Nickname 
– Spartans; Colors – Green, White; 
Conference – Big Ten (East Division); Sta-
dium – Spartan Stadium (Surface, Grass; 
Capacity – 74,866).

Top Offensive Players
Rushing	 Att.	 Net	 Avg.	 TD
Nate Carter	 156	 659	 4.2	 4
Jalen Berger	 25	 93	 3.7	 1
Sam Leavitt	 13	 67	 5.2	 0

Passing	 Comp-Att.	 Pct.	 Yds.	 TD-INT
Noah Kim	 91-160	 56.9	 1090	 6-6
Katin Houser	 64-109	 58.7	 674	 3-2
	
Receiving	 Rec.	 Net	 Avg.	 TD
Montorie Foster Jr.	 33	 436	 13.2	 2
Tre Mosley	 28	 288	 10.3	 2
Maliq Carr	 19	 201	 10.6	 1

Team Offensive Stats
Points Per Game — 18.2
Rushing Yards Per Game — 103.0
Passing Yards Per Game — 216.1
Total Offense Avg. Per Game — 319.1

Top Defensive Players
Def. Leaders	 Solo	Asst.	Tot.	TFL-Yards	 Sacks
Cal Haladay	 27	 38	 65	 5.0-15	 1.0-11
Malik Spencer	 28	 39	 57	 1.0-0	 0-0
Angelo Grose	 23	 24	 47	 2.5-10	 0.5-2
Jordan Hall	 22	 25	 47	 5.5-27	 2.5-20
Dillon Tatum	 30	 15	 45	 2.5-8	 0-0
Aaron Brule	 24	 20	 44	 6.5-25	 4.0-18

Interceptions	 No.	 Yds.	 Avg.	 TD
Jared Mangham	 4	 14	 3.5	 0
Angelo Grose	 2	 2	 1.0	 0
Cal Haladay	 1	 2	 2.0	 0
Team Defensive Stats
Points Per Game Allowed — 22.0
Rushing Yards Per Game Allowed — 128.6
Passing Yards Per Game Allowed — 222.3
Total Offense Avg. Per Game Allowed — 350.9

By BRADEN MOLES
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Harlon Barnett

Simeon Barrow Jr.
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Michigan State at Ohio State
Saturday, Nov. 11 • 7:30 p.m. • NBC

Ohio Stadium • Columbus

Projected Depth Charts How We See It
OHIO STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs. 

MICHIGAN STATE RUSH DEFENSE
	 All TreVeyon, all the time. It can be argued that Henderson is the 
most valuable Buckeye because without his 61-yard TD run against 
Notre Dame, his return from injury performance at Wisconsin (162 
yards, touchdown) and his 208 total yards in the last game at Rut-
gers, OSU might not be undefeated. With Miyan Williams done for 
the season, the burden becomes even greater on Henderson, and 
he’s responded. He rushed for 128 of the Buckeyes’ 139 yards against 
the Scarlet Knights, scoring a third-quarter TD of 9 yards. Otherwise, 
Chip Trayanum had two carries for 6 yards, Xavier Johnson one for 5 
yards and Emeka Egbuka one for 4 yards. You can add punter Jesse 
Mirco’s 2-yarder for good – or bad – measure and quarterback Kyle 
McCord’s minus-6 yards. Fingers are crossed in Buckeye Land that 
Henderson makes it to Michigan. When two bad teams play, statis-
tics could be rendered meaningless. For what it’s worth, Michigan 
State broke a six-game losing streak with a 20-17 win over Nebraska 
Nov. 4 but allowed the Cornhuskers 154 yards (3.8) on the ground. 
The Spartans had 12 tackles for loss. They entered the game giving 
up 126.1 yards on the ground. EDGE: OHIO STATE

MICHIGAN STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs. 
OHIO STATE RUSH DEFENSE

	 The Spartans were pretty awful running, managing just 63 yards 
on 31 carries for a meager 2.0 average against the Huskers. Nate 
Carter had 15 carries for 50 yards (3.3) with a long of 9 yards. OSU 
entered the Rutgers game averaging 99.8 rushing yards allowed, but 
they gave up 232 yards and a 5.4 average. Kyle Monangai totaled 
159 yards (6.6) but 45 came on a trick play. The defense also had to 
contend with running quarterback Gavin Wimsatt, who netted 49 
yards on 13 carries (3.8). But when it counted, the Buckeyes were 
tough to run against with their backs to the goal line, forcing Rutgers 
into fields goals from 22, 21, and 20 yards. EDGE: OHIO STATE

OHIO STATE PASS OFFENSE vs. 
MICHIGAN STATE PASS DEFENSE

	 It’s hard to figure out McCord. He was 10 for 10 in the first quarter 
vs. the Scarlet Knights, yet it was another unimpressive and some-
times head-scratching outing. He threw his third interception in two 
games, but on the plus side he did not have his customary intention-
al grounding. Credit the offensive line for allowing only one sack. He 
had time to throw, but his decision-making was questionable. Some 
of the blame for Marvin Harrison Jr. being targeted only eight times 
lies with the coaches, but there were at least three occasions Harrison 
was wide open but McCord never got the ball to him. Harrison scored 
twice but had just four catches for 25 yards, and his Heisman hopes 
may have been buried in New Jersey. McCord was 19 of 26 with three 
touchdowns and one pick. Of his 189 yards, over one-third came via 
a catch-and-run of 65 yards by Henderson. MSU could be tricky, but 
again, it’s based on playing Nebraska. The Spartans forced three turn-
overs (two interceptions, fumble) and had seven sacks for 41 yards. 
The Cornhuskers gained 129 yards through the air, significantly less 
than MSU’s average of 234.0 yards allowed entering the game. EDGE: 
OHIO STATE

MICHIGAN STATE PASS OFFENSE vs. 
OHIO STATE PASS DEFENSE

	 The Buckeyes will have to prepare for one or maybe two quar-
terbacks. Redshirt freshman Katin Houser started his fourth straight 
game, going 13 of 20 for 165 yards and a TD as well as a 46-yard 
completion, but freshman Sam Leavitt threw a 25-yard touchdown 
pass to Montorie Foster Jr. early in the fourth quarter. Leavitt played 
only two series, but it was his fourth game and if he plays again, he 
burns his redshirt year. Like Rutgers, MSU had a trick play – wide 
receiver Alante Brown caught a lateral and threw a 42-yard pass to 
Foster that put the Spartans in the red zone. It’s impossible to gauge 
how well the Buckeyes did with cornerback Denzel Burke and safety 
Lathan Ransom unavailable and safety Josh Proctor exiting early in 
the third quarter on the 93-yard pick-six by Jordan Hancock that put 
the Buckeyes ahead to stay, 14-9. Rutgers’ Gavin Wimsatt is a poor 
passer, but after a rough start he finished 10 of 25 with 129 yards, one 
TD and an interception. Head coach Ryan Day isn’t sure when Burke 
and Ransom will return but the Buckeyes should be able to manage 
the next two games. EDGE: OHIO STATE 

SPECIAL TEAMS
	 Plain and simple: if Mirco attempts another fake punt, his schol-
arship should be revoked immediately. MSU punter Ryan Eckley 
averaged 48.3 on seven boots with a long of 57, and Jonathan Kim 
made field goals from 35 and 50 yards but missed a 44-yarder. 
EDGE: MICHIGAN STATE

INTANGIBLES
	 Michigan State has survived the dumping of coach Mel Tucker, 
and a win over Nebraska gives the Spartans a lift, but they are far from 
being good. EDGE: OHIO STATE  

STAFF PREDICTION
It’s time the Buckeyes stop playing like 2002 and start burying 
teams. Can they? OHIO STATE 42, MICHIGAN STATE 7

6 Sonny Styles, 6-4, 230, So.
7 Jordan Hancock, 6-0, 187, Jr.

5 Nathan Carter, 5-10, 200, R-So.
8 Jalen Berger, 6-1, 215, R-Jr.

RT
C

59 NICK SAMAC, 6-4, 305, 5TH-SR.
72 Dallas Fincher, 6-4, 305, R-Jr.

RT

70 Kevin Wigenton II, 6-5, 320, R-So. OR
74 Geno VanDeMark, 6-5, 320, R-So.

RT

53 Brandon Baldwin, 6-7, 315, R-Jr.
66 Ashton Lepo, 6-7, 310, R-Fr.

RT

67 J.D. DUPLAIN, 6-4, 305, 5TH-SR.
57 Evan Brunning, 6-5, 305, 5th-Sr.

LG
RT

58 SPENCER BROWN, 6-6, 315, 5TH-SR.
77 Ethan Boyd, 6-7, 320, R-So.

RTRG

83 Montorie Foster Jr., 6-0, 185, Sr.
7 Antonio Gates Jr., 6-2, 195, R-Fr.

LTWR
RT

15 Jaron Glover, 6-1, 205, R-Fr.
16 Christian Fitzpatrick, 6-4, 220, R-Jr.

WR

RT
QB

12 Katin Houser, 6-3, 215, R-Fr.
10 Noah Kim, 6-2, 185, R-Jr.

RT
RB

RT
TE

6 Maliq Carr, 6-6, 260, R-Jr.
92 Evan Morris, 6-5, 245, R-Sr.RT

K
97 Jonathan Kim, 6-0, 225, 5th-Sr.
98 Stephen Rusnak 6-1, 190, R-So.

RT
P

96 Ryan Eckley, 6-2, 205, R-Fr. OR
42 Michael O’Shaughnessy, 6-3, 210, 5th-Sr.

17 TRE MOSLEY, 6-2, 200, 5TH-SR.
2 Tyrell Henry, 6-0, 175, So.

RT
SLOT

WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL... 

WHEN MICHIGAN STATE HAS THE BALL...

1 Jaden Mangham, 6-2, 185, So.
34 Khalil Majeed, 5-11, 200, R-So.

26 Brandon Wright, 6-2, 250, Sr.
2 Khris Bogle, 6-4, 245, R-Sr.

DE

NB/LB

15 ANGELO GROSE, 5-10, 185, SR. OR
5 Jordan Hall, 6-3, 235, Fr.

LB

7 Aaron Brule, 6-2, 240, 6th-Sr.
33 Aaron Alexander, 6-1, 225, R-Fr.

21 Dillon Tatum, 5-11, 200, So.
12 Chester Kimbrough, 6-0, 185, 5th-Sr.

CB

41 DERRICK HARMON, 6-5, 320, R-SO.
99 Jalen Sami, 6-7, 330, 6th-Sr.

DT

25 Chance Rucker, 6-1, 180, Fr.
0 Charles Brantley, 6-0, 170, Jr.

27 CAL HALADAY, 6-1, 235, R-JR.
23 Darius Snow, 6-1, 230, R-Jr.

LB

DE

9 Zion Young, 6-6, 265, So.
98 Avery Dunn, 6-4, 250, R-Jr.

SS

42 Malik Spencer, 6-1, 195, So.
14 Sean Brown, 6-3, 190, Fr.

FS

CB

8 SIMEON BARROW JR., 6-3, 290, R-JR.
97 Maverick Hansen, 6-4, 300, R-Sr.

DT

32 TREVEYON HENDERSON, 5-10, 212, JR.
19 Chip Trayanum, 5-11, 233, Sr.

C
75 Carson Hinzman, 6-4, 300, R-Fr.
59 Victor Cutler Jr., 6-3, 300, 5th-Sr.

55 MATTHEW JONES, 6-4, 315, R-SR.
66 Enokk Vimahi, 6-4, 313, R-Sr.

71 Josh Simmons, 6-5, 310, R-So.
65 Zen Michalski, 6-7, 310, R-So.

74 DONOVAN JACKSON, 6-4, 320, JR.
77 Tegra Tshabola, 6-6, 322, R-Fr.

LG
70 Josh Fryar, 6-6, 313, R-Jr.

51 Luke Montgomery, 6-4, 302, Fr.

RTRG

18 MARVIN HARRISON JR., 6-4, 205, JR.
9 Jayden Ballard, 6-2, 198, Jr.

LTWR

4 JULIAN FLEMING, 6-2, 210, SR. OR
17 Carnell Tate, 6-2, 191, Fr.

WR

QB

6 Kyle McCord, 6-3, 215, Jr.
33 Devin Brown, 6-3, 213, R-Fr.

RB
TE

8 CADE STOVER, 6-4, 251, 5TH-SR.
88 Gee Scott Jr., 6-3, 240, Sr.

K
38 Jayden Fielding, 6-0, 175, So.
23 Parker Lewis, 6-3, 220, R-Jr.

P
 29 JESSE MIRCO, 6-4, 220, JR.
42 Joe McGuire, 6-2, 235, Fr.

2 EMEKA EGBUKA, 6-1, 206, JR.
10 Xavier Johnson, 6-1, 210, 6th-Sr.

SLOT

41 Josh Proctor, 6-2, 205, 6th-Sr.
14 Ja’Had Carter, 6-1, 203, Sr.

51 MIKE HALL JR., 6-2, 280, R-SO.
58 Ty Hamilton, 6-3, 295, R-Jr.

DT NT

91 Tyleik Williams, 6-3, 290, Jr.
90 Jaden McKenzie, 6-2, 290, 5th-Sr.

DE

 44 J.T. TUIMOLOAU, 6-4, 270, JR.
97 Kenyatta Jackson, 6-5, 258, R-Fr.

10 DENZEL BURKE, 6-1, 193, JR.
24 Jermaine Mathews Jr., 5-11, 182, Fr.

CB

33 JACK SAWYER, 6-4, 265, JR.
92 Caden Curry, 6-3, 260, So.

DE

1 Davison Igbinosun, 5-2, 190, So.
7 Jordan Hancock, 6-0, 187, Jr.

CB

35 TOMMY EICHENBERG, 6-2, 239, 5TH-SR.
30 Cody Simon, 6-2, 235, Sr.

WILL

22 STEELE CHAMBERS, 6-1, 232, R-SR.
11 C.J. Hicks, 6-3, 230, So.

MIKE

NICKEL

— Starters in bold, returning starters in all caps

BANDIT

8 LATHAN RANSOM, 6-1, 210, SR.
14 Ja’Had Carter, 6-1, 203, Sr.

Adjuster 

— Depth charts compiled by Braden Moles
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Buckeye Sports Bulletin is offering a va-
riety of historical pieces this fall, including 
a look back at the 1998 Ohio State football 
team, one of the better teams in school his-
tory, upon that team’s 25th anniversary. The 
following is the ninth installment in our 2023 
historical series.

As exhilarating as it is to play David in the 
story of an epic upset, there is no joy to be 
found in taking on the role of Goliath, and the 
Ohio State football team knows perhaps bet-
ter than most college programs how it is to be 
on the humiliating end of that role play.

Going all the way back to 1919 when Il-
linois kicked a last-second field goal for a 
9-7 win that cost the Buckeyes a conference 
championship in the final game of Chic Har-
ley’s collegiate career, through crushing de-
feats to Michigan in 1969 and UCLA in the 
1976 Rose Bowl – losses that transformed na-
tional championship dreams into nightmares 
– Ohio State has known its share of upset mis-
ery over the years.

But even those outcomes, as devastating 
as they were at the time, hold no candle to 
the heartbreak the Buckeyes experienced 25 
years ago this week.

Fresh off the road following a 38-7 man-
handling of Indiana, Ohio State boasted a per-
fect 8-0 record, sat atop the national rankings 
as a near-unanimous No. 1 selection, and was 
installed as a 28-point favorite to beat Mich-
igan State, a team that had already lost four 
times that season.

The Buckeyes flexed their muscles early 
in the game, running out to a 17-3 lead after 
the first quarter and extending that advantage 
to 15 points early in the second half. But the 
Spartans refused to go away, chipping away 
at the OSU lead until 19 unanswered points 
down the stretch left Michigan State with a 
28-24 victory and the Ohio State players and 
coaches with a truckload of what-ifs.

“Do we have to talk about that game?” for-
mer Ohio State recruiting coordinator and 
tight ends coach Bill Conley asked BSB. “As 
far as what happened, I think it was more 
what we didn’t do rather than anything they 
did. Unfortunately, if you’re in this game long 
enough, you’re going to run into situations like 
that. There’s no reason for it, no explanation 
for it, but it happens.

“I can tell you this, though. I don’t care that 
it’s been 25 years. It still hurts.”

The point spread established by odds-
makers was indicative of the colossal mis-
match the game appeared to be on paper. The 
Buckeyes had dispatched their eight previous 
opponents by a combined score of 306-72, 
an average winning margin of more than 29 
points per game, and seemed to be hitting 
their stride. Meanwhile, Michigan State fea-
tured a middle-of-the-pack defense, allowing 
an average of 23.1 points through its first 
eight games.

Quarterback Joe Germaine, on his way to 
rewriting the program record book in terms 
of passing stats, was averaging more than 30 
attempts per game and completing 62.7 per-
cent of them. He had thrown for 2,214 yards 
– already the fifth-highest single-season total 
in OSU history with four more regular-season 

contests and a bowl game to go – as well as 
17 touchdowns.

At Germaine’s disposal were two of col-
lege football’s top receivers. David Boston had 
caught 55 passes for 901 yards and nine TDs 
through the first eight games, while Dee Mill-
er added 46 receptions for 717 yards and two 
scores.

But the Buckeyes were far from a one-trick 
passing pony. On the ground, tailback Michael 
Wiley was zeroing in on a 1,000-yard season 
with 866 yards and eight touchdowns, while 
backup Joe Montgomery had added 490 yards 
469 and five more TDs. Better still, Wiley and 
Montgomery were averaging a collective 6.4 
yards on 214 combined carries.

“That was going to be our year,” Montgom-
ery told BSB. “We started talking about it in 
the spring and all through summer condition-
ing. No one was going to stop our offense. And 
as good as we were offensively, we were just 
as good defensively. We went against them ev-
ery day in practice, and we knew. Those were 
flat-out ballers.”

Defensively, Ohio State featured a fero-
cious pass rush that had already collected 
20 sacks and a sticky secondary that had ac-
counted for 13 interceptions during the team’s 
first eight games.

Even special teams play was a plus. Punter 
Brent Bartholomew was averaging 41.8 yards 
per kick, Boston was averaging 13.5 yards per 
punt return – and had just returned one 70 
yards for a touchdown against Indiana – and 
kicker Dan Stultz had booted nine field goals 
in eight games.  

In short, it was top to bottom the best col-
lection of talent put together by John Cooper 
in his 11 seasons as head coach of the Buck-
eyes.

“You want to talk about great teams,” 
Cooper said. “I think we had five first-team 

All-Americans on that team and I don’t know 
how many guys who made the first or second 
All-Big Ten team. And I think there were four 
or five guys who went on to become first-
round draft picks in the NFL.

“The credit for putting together that team 
goes to Bill Conley and the rest of our coach-
ing and recruiting staff. Look at the names, for 
crying out loud. Joe Germaine, Andy Katzen-
moyer, Ahmed Plummer, Michael Wiley, Da-
vid Boston, Rob Murphy – I hate to start nam-
ing them because I know I’ll leave some out. 
Antoine Winfield and Damon Moore were on 
that team, too.

“I was fortunate enough to coach some 
really, really talented teams during my career, 
and I’d put that one up there at or near the 
top.”

Conversely, Nick Saban was still trying 
to gain a foothold at Michigan State. It was 
the fourth year in East Lansing for the West 
Virginia native, Kent State graduate and for-
mer Ohio State assistant, but the best Saban 
could do during his previous three seasons 
was a pair of fifth-place finishes in the Big Ten 
standings.

He had taken over a program in 1995 
that had been sanctioned by the NCAA for 
recruiting violations committed under prede-
cessor George Perles. But while Saban had 
produced winning seasons, when he brought 
his Spartans into Ohio Stadium in 1998, 
his overall record was a pedestrian 23-20-
1 record that included an 0-3 mark in bowl 
games.

Michigan State fans, used to the six na-
tional championships produced by Clarence 
“Biggie” Munn and Hugh “Duffy” Daugherty 
during the 1950s and 1960s, expected more. 
Much more.

“I don’t recall being under any kind of 
pressure rather than what’s normal,” Saban 

remembered years later. “I do remember that 
our record that year wasn’t necessarily indica-
tive of the team we had. We had beaten a pret-
ty good Notre Dame team earlier that season, 
and I think a couple of our losses were by just 
one or two points.

“I don’t think we had any preconceived no-
tions going into that game against Ohio State. 
We knew what kind of challenge they present-
ed, but we didn’t feel like we had anything to 
lose.”

Saban’s teams had earned something of a 
reputation as being a giant-killer. During his 
only season as head coach at Toledo in 1990, 
his team knocked off defending MAC cham-
pion Ball State on its way to a 9-2 finish, the 
program’s best record in seven years. Then, 
after a four-year stint as defensive coordina-
tor for the NFL’s Cleveland Browns, his Mich-
igan State teams enjoyed victories against 
No. 7 Michigan in 1995, No. 4 Penn State in 
1997 and No. 10 Notre Dame in September 
1998. But each of those wins had come in 
East Lansing. Entering the contest against 
the Buckeyes, the Spartans were 0-5 on the 
road against ranked teams during Saban’s 
tenure.

“I can’t say we were looking past them 
because you’re taught never to do that,” Ger-
maine told BSB. “I can say, though, that we 
thought we were unstoppable. We thought 
that if we played anywhere close to our best, 
nobody could stop us. But I guess everyone re-
members what happened when we didn’t play 
anywhere close to our best.”

Off To A Fast Start
With a crowd of 93,595 on hand at Ohio 

Stadium on a crisp, clear November after-
noon, and millions more watching the nation-
wide telecast, veteran ABC sideline reporter 
Jack Arute grabbed Cooper just before kickoff 
and asked the coach how he expected the 
game to transpire. What Arute got was one of 
the coach’s tried and true sayings.

“I think we can expect Michigan State’s 
best shot,” Cooper said. “They’ve got good ath-
letes, they’ve got good coaches. Those guys 
are on scholarship, too, you know.”

Be that as it may, the early going featured 
the kind of mismatch most observers and 
pundits expected. Ohio State took the open-
ing kickoff and quickly marched downfield 
with Germaine at the controls.

After fullback Matt Keller picked up 5 
yards on the first play from scrimmage, Ger-
maine went to the air for a 7-yard pass to Bos-
ton, a 21-yard strike to Miller, and a sideline 
toss to Wiley that the running back turned into 
a 35-yard gain to move the ball to the Michi-
gan State 6-yard line.

The drive suddenly fizzled, and the Buck-
eyes were forced to settle for a 20-yard field 
goal from Stultz, but there was no stopping 
them on their next two possessions.

Spotting the Spartans a game-tying field 
goal midway through the first period, Ohio 
State stampeded 80 yards in just five plays 
to grab a 10-3 lead. The drive began harm-
lessly enough with Germaine scrambling 
for a 3-yard gain. But three plays later, Wiley 
broke up the middle for a 25-yard burst, and 
then Germaine found tight end John Lump-
kin wide open for a 41-yard touchdown com-
pletion.

With the first-quarter clock winding down, 

Quarter-Century Later, Loss ‘Still Hurts’

By MARK REA
BSB Managing Editor Emeritus

FILE PHOTO
GIVING HIS ALL — Ohio State cornerback Antoine Winfield recovered his 
own forced fumble against Michigan State in 1998 that led to a 17-3 lead in 
the first quarter, but things did not go the way of the Buckeyes for the re-
maining three frames in a 28-24 loss to the Spartans.
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a 44-yard punt from Bartholomew pinned 
the Spartans at their own 14-yard line. On 
first down, Winfield forced MSU quarterback 
Bill Burke to fumble, and then the Ohio State 
cornerback recovered the loose ball himself 
to give his team possession at the Michigan 
State 11.

Four straight handoffs to Wiley put the 
ball in the end zone, and the Buckeyes took 
a 17-3 advantage with 39 seconds remaining 
in a decidedly lopsided opening period. In ad-
dition to holding a 14-point lead, Ohio State 
had outgained Michigan State by a 171-113 
margin.

But as skewed as the first-quarter stats 
were in favor of the Buckeyes, the pendulum 
slowly began to swing the other way in the 
second period.

The Spartans got a couple of field goals 
from kicker Paul Edinger while their defense 
began to find some cracks in the OSU pass 
protection. Blitzing linebacker Courtney Le-
dyard sacked Germaine on third down for 
a 16-yard loss to finish off one Ohio State 
possession, and the next one was terminated 
when defensive end Julian Peterson got to 
the OSU quarterback for an 11-yard, third-
down loss.

It was Peterson’s second sack of the quar-
ter. The first resulted in a Germaine fumble at 
his own 33-yard line that set up the Spartans 
for Edinger’s second field goal of the period.

After playing so well to begin the game, the 
Buckeyes managed only 42 yards on 24 plays 
in the second quarter. Couple that with a turn-
over, three penalties (only two of which were 
accepted), giving up three sacks and scoring 
no points, murmurs of concern began wafting 
through the Horseshoe.

Even so, there didn’t seem to be much rea-
son for panic since the Buckeyes still held a 
17-9 advantage as the teams headed to the 
locker rooms at halftime.

“We were still in control of that football 
game at the half,” Conley remembered. “We 
went over a few things like we always did, 
and our concentration was on the defense be-
cause Michigan State was getting the ball to 
start the second half. You always want to con-
trol the first three minutes of every half, and 
that was our focus at halftime.”

Second-Half Disaster
The second half began just as the Ohio 

State coaching staff had envisioned with 
the defense forcing a three-and-out. Things 
got even better when defensive back Derek 
Ross blocked the punt to give his team the 
ball around midfield. But the Buckeyes were 
flagged for a personal foul penalty, pushing 
them back to their own 33.

They wound up punting away that posses-
sion, but a few plays later, Moore jumped a 
sideline route and returned an interception 73 
yards for a touchdown, triggering an end zone 
celebration amid a thunderous stadium roar. 
Unsportsmanlike conduct penalties against 
the Buckeyes following the touchdown 
pushed the PAT try all the way back to the 25-
yard line, but Stultz made the kick anyway to 
give his team a 24-9 lead at the 9:51 mark of 
the third quarter.

“We thought we had them at that point,” 
Montgomery remembered. “No way they 
were coming back from that.”

It certainly seemed that way when Mich-
igan State was forced to punt away its next 
possession. Standing on his own goal line, 
MSU punter Craig Jarrett managed to field an 

errant snap and get his kick away, a short punt 
that landed just short of midfield. But the ball 
hit OSU gunner Tony Locke in the rear end 
– technically an Ohio State fumble – and the 
Spartans recovered at their own 49. 

“That’s when things started to go haywire,” 
Conley said. “We had originally called for a 
punt block on that play, and after the bad snap 
we’d have probably blocked it and got a touch-
down. But then the punt hits our gunner in the 
backside and they recover it. How many times 
does that happen?

“You just couldn’t believe some of the stuff 
that went on in that second half. On another 
play, they had a defensive misalignment – had 
both of their defensive ends lined up on the 
short side of the field. We had a sprint-out 
called that should have been a big play for us, 
but in his desperation to get back where he 
should have been, their defensive end some-
how shot through a gap and tackled our quar-
terback. You just shake your head when that 
stuff happens.

“Three or four things like that happened 
for no reason, and every one of those things 
went against us.”

Michigan State took full advantage of the 
punt-return gaffe, eventually scoring a 23-yard 
touchdown on a pass from Burke to wide re-
ceiver Lavaile Richardson and drawing the 
Spartans to within nine points again at 24-15. 
Edington missed his extra-point try, but the 
gap narrowed even further after Wiley fum-
bled away OSU’s next possession, a turnover 
the Spartans turned into a 49-yard field goal 
from Edington.

The Buckeyes still held a 24-18 advantage 
with 4:55 remaining in the third quarter, but 
their vaunted offense found itself stuck in first 
gear. All Ohio State had to show for its first 
three second-half possessions was 34 yards – 
none of it through the air – and another turn-
over.

Meanwhile, the Spartans were beginning 
to smell blood in the water. On a drive that be-
gan at his own 8-yard line late in the third pe-
riod, Burke engineered a 92-yard touchdown  
march that featured back-to-back big pass 
plays – 37 yards down the sideline to wideout 
Plaxico Burress and 23 yards over the middle 
to tight end Chris Baker.

Tailback Sedrick Irvin capped the eight-
play drive with a 3-yard touchdown run, and 
when Edington added the PAT, Michigan 
State had come all the way back to claim a 25-
24 lead with 14:20 left in the game.

The Buckeyes tried several times to an-
swer but couldn’t. Germaine fumbled again 
after a sack, a play the Spartans turned into a 
42-yard field goal from Edington that padded 
their lead to 28-24 with 9:26 to play.

Ohio State had two more possessions to 
pull out the victory, but the first ended when 
Montgomery was stuffed for no gain on a 
fourth-and-1 at the MSU 26 with 3:33 to go 
in the game. The Buckeyes still had one final 
chance inside the final minute and a half, but 
Germaine was intercepted at the goal line by 
MSU cornerback Renaldo Hill with 1:12 re-
maining. It was the Buckeyes’ fifth turnover of 
the game, and Burke simply executed a pair of 
kneel-downs as the OSU sideline and crowd 
could do nothing but look on in stunned si-
lence.

“Unbelievable,” OSU offensive tackle Ty-
son Walter said. “We figured they were going 
to go away after our 17-point first quarter. Con-
sidering their past history, we were surprised 
they hung in there. They had an M.O. of giving 

up when the going gets rough, but they didn’t.”
The victory was the first for an unranked 

team against a top-ranked opponent since 
Michigan State took a 28-27 victory against 
in-state rival Michigan in 1990, and the mo-
ment was not lost on Saban.

  “We came in here with the attitude that 
we were the squirts in the neighborhood who 
had to go and pick a fight with the bully,” he 
said. “Not that we wanted to pick one, but it 
was on the schedule, so we had to do it. We 
played like we had nothing to lose.”

Meanwhile, a dejected Cooper faced the 
media after the heartbreaking loss.

“They outcoached us, they outplayed us, 
their defense was better than ours, their of-
fense was better than ours, their kicking game 
was better than ours, and of course they came 
away with the victory,” the OSU head coach 
said. “Sometimes we didn’t make the right 
adjustments, sometimes we didn’t throw the 
right pass. Give them credit.”

Germaine, who was coming off a then 
program-record four consecutive 300-yard 
passing games, was limited to 245 yards by 
the Spartans. He completed only 15 of 33 at-
tempts, was intercepted once, fumbled twice 
and absorbed five sacks. The OSU quarter-
back suffered through a nightmarish second 
half, connecting on just 4 of 14 passes for 56 
yards and committing two turnovers.

“We had plenty of opportunities,” Ger-
maine said. “There at the end when we had 
four tries from their 15, there was no doubt 
in our minds that we were going to pull that 
thing out. But we didn’t take advantage, and 
when you don’t take advantage of your oppor-
tunities, that’s when you get beat.”

Michigan State was held to just 48 yards 
rushing in the game, but Burke threw for 323 
yards and a touchdown. Four of his 18 com-
pletions went to Burress, who turned them 
into 125 yards.

Meanwhile, Miller and Boston combined 
for nine catches for 123 yards but no touch-
downs. They were each targeted twice during 
Ohio State’s final set of downs, but the MSU 
secondary swatted away three of the attempts 
before Hill grabbed his game-clinching inter-
ception in front of Miller.

The Buckeyes rebounded from the loss, 
defeating their final three opponents by a 
combined score of 100-44 and finishing the 
1998 season with an 11-1 record and No. 2 
national ranking. But a quarter-century later, 
the loss to the Spartans remains one of the 
most agonizing upsets in Ohio State football 
history.

“Certainly there have been big upsets 
over the years,” longtime OSU football histo-
rian Jack Park told BSB. “There have been 
losses to Michigan such as the ones in 1969 
and 1996 when the Buckeyes were heavily 
favored. There was the Rose Bowl against 
UCLA after the 1975 season. Ohio State had 
gone out there earlier that season and won, 
41-20, but UCLA won the rematch in the 
Rose Bowl, 23-10, and I think Ohio State was 
a 20-point favorite in that game.

“There are others, of course, but in terms 
of what was at stake, the relative strengths 
and records of the teams and all of those sorts 
of things, I think it would be difficult to come 
up with a bigger upset in the history of Ohio 
State football than the one Michigan State 
pulled off in 1998.”  
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By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Imagine getting a sports car as a gradu-
ation gift. 

You get the keys, sit inside and surround 
yourself with that new car smell while fid-
dling with all the controls. Next, press start, 
rev the engine, put it in gear and then get 
ready to roll out of the driveway and head 
for the highway.

But wait. There’s a recall on that shiny 
piece of transportation and your mom and 
dad take your ride straight to the dealership 
down the block with an undetermined re-
turn date.

Welcome to the world of Garrett Wilson, 
although it’s hard to feel sorry for the former 
Ohio State receiver. He’s earning a good 
paycheck for the New York Jets and coming 
off a first season when he was named the 
AP NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year and 
had expectations for an even better 2023 for 
himself and his team.

That optimism flourished because of the 
arrival of Aaron Rodgers, one of the most 
accomplished quarterbacks in NFL histo-
ry. Wilson and Rodgers, a four-time MVP, 
built a connection during the preseason and 
were looking forward to the regular-season 
opener on Sept. 11 vs. the Buffalo Bills.

“We’re really just excited to get in here, 
put in that work every day and make sure 
that we’re ready to play on Monday to give 
ourselves, our fans, everyone that’s been so 
loyal to this fan base for so long, something 
to root for,” Wilson said prior to the game. 
“At the end of the day, we know what we 
have in here, and now it’s time to go show 
the world.

“Our chemistry is good, man. It’s as good 
as it can be at this point. We still have to get 
out there and get some game reps. You got 
a little taste of it, but a full game, we’ll really 
see where we’re at and where we stack up.”

Rodgers, for his part, praised Wilson 
throughout training camp by comparing 
him to his star receiver with the Green Bay 
Packers, Davante Adams, now of the Las 
Vegas Raiders.

“The talent is really impressive,” Rodg-
ers said of Wilson in August. “He makes dif-
ficult things look easy. Just the person that 
he is, too. Receivers are an interesting per-
sonality. They are usually the most talented 
guys on the team, athletically. Everybody 
wants the football, everybody wants to be 
on the field, everybody thinks they’re open 
all the time.

“I’ve had some great ones over the years 
who are great people as well, and he’s one of 
those guys. He’s a great person.”

Change In Plans
For all the hype – and there was plenty 

being the New York media – it all evaporat-
ed spectacularly just four offensive snaps 
into the season when Rodgers sustained an 
Achilles tendon rupture. He underwent sur-
gery on Sept. 13.

Suddenly, the future Hall of Fame sig-
nal caller was gone, to be replaced by the 
maligned Zach Wilson, who went 14 of 21 
for 140 yards with one touchdown and an 
interception in relief against the Bills. The 
Jets won 22-16 in overtime on a punt return 

by Xavier Gipson.
Garrett Wilson caught five passes for 34 

yards and a touchdown, a one-handed grab 
on a poorly thrown ball, and he said Rodg-
ers apologized to him for getting hurt.

“At halftime I just went in to check on 
him in the training room and just make sure 
I gave him a hug and told him I love him,” 
Wilson said on 98.7 FM ESPN New York. 
“It really hurt my heart. He told me ‘Sorry, 
kid’ and said he loved me back and that was 
it. I’m just truly heartbroken.”

Wilson, the 10th pick in the 2022 NFL 
draft, finished last season with 83 catches 
for 1,103 yards (13.3 yards per catch) and 
four touchdowns in 17 games. He was on 
the receiving end of throws from Joe Flacco, 
Mike White and Zach Wilson. 

Many in the media felt the Jets’ season 
was doomed without Rodgers, more spe-
cifically with Zach Wilson taking snaps, 
but New York had worked to a 4-3 record 
through seven games, including a pair of 
overtime wins.

Garrett Wilson has 39 catches for 469 
yards (12.0 average) with two touchdowns, 
but there have been bumps along the way. 
He had five catches for 48 yards in a 15-10 
loss to the Patriots on Sept. 24.

“I’m frustrated with not winning,” Wilson 
said after the game. “Whatever reason that 
may be, we’re trying to figure it out. That’s 
my job. I feel like I’m a player on this team, 
and everyone knows that about me. I don’t 
play about (anything but) losing and win-
ning.

“When it’s competition, I’m about all 
that, and we haven’t met the challenge the 
last two weeks. That’s where the frustration 
comes from, and that’s where the emotion 
comes from.”

Wilson survived a scare on Oct. 15 when 
he suffered a noncontact leg injury against 
the Philadelphia Eagles. He was able to re-
turn, but afterward, he was angry about the 
turf at MetLife Stadium, home of the Jets 
and New York Giants, which some blamed 
for Rodgers’ injury. New turf was installed 
before the season.

“It’s garbage, man,” Wilson said. “You’re 
out there running and all of a sudden your 
legs aren’t in the same place your head is 
at. What’s the difference between (practice 
during) the week and now? You look down, 
and you see the turf.”

Moving Forward
Wilson is not afraid to speak out, and he 

did so in defense of Zach Wilson, who has 
been under scrutiny by Jets fans and the me-
dia for his inconsistency. He explained why 
he did it.

“Just because of the effect that can have 
on people,” Garrett Wilson said. “Belief, 
people believing in you, people that you 
get to work with every day believing in you. 
Sometimes it can seem like the world is 
against you, but it’s never really the case. 
We’ve always got our guy’s back.

“It can be tough playing ball, especial-
ly playing quarterback, in this part of the 
world. Because of that, and all the other 
things, we always want to make sure we got 
our brother’s back. If he doesn’t know that, 
then I’m doing my job wrong. I want to make 

sure I give him all the empowerment in the 
world, and I know all the other guys feel the 
same about it.”

The Wilson-to-Wilson combo worked 
for a 68-yard touchdown against the Dallas 
Cowboys on Sept. 17, and Garrett Wilson 
said afterward the two are on the same 
page.

“We got a chance to start on it last year, 
and we’ve had a chance to pick back up on 
it since the games started and then in prac-
tice. All those reps are so valuable. We’re 
building on it every day, but it’s great.”

It was on display again Oct. 29 in the ri-
valry game against the Giants. Garrett Wil-
son had a 29-yard catch that helped set up 
the tying field goal with one second left and 
in overtime made a third-down catch of 11 
yards to keep the drive alive for a field goal 
to win 13-10. 

He had seven receptions for 100 yards in 
that game and is on pace for 95 catches for 
more than 1,100 yards this season.

And there may or may not be good news 
on Rodgers. Jets general manager Joe 
Douglas got fans excited on Oct. 31 when 
he said he was expecting him to return this 
season. However, Douglas later clarified 
that he meant that Rodgers, who turns 40 
on Dec. 2, was rehabbing in California but 
could return to the team, not necessarily 
for a game.

“I am not putting anything out there like 
that,” Douglas said. “That’s not my place. 
I’m not a doctor. I don’t have any breaking 

news for you like that.”
“We’re in the moment,” Jets coach Rob-

ert Saleh said. “It’s admirable from Aaron’s 
standpoint, and I think it demonstrates how 
much he loves and cares about his team-
mates in this locker room. For him to want 
to come back, clawing his way back when 
everyone in the world would understand 
that he doesn’t have to, I think that’s why we 
have such a genuine appreciation for him.”

No matter who is quarterbacking, the 
Jets know they have a reliable receiver. Wil-
son, from Austin, Texas, teamed with Chris 
Olave in 2020 to become the first set of 
Ohio State receivers to be named first-team 
All-American in the same season. Olave was 
the 11th pick by the New Orleans Saints in 
the 2022 draft.

As a junior in 2021, Wilson had 70 catch-
es for 1,058 yards and 12 scores despite 
missing two games. In 33 career games 
(19 starts), he made 143 catches for 2,213 
yards and 23 TDs. Saleh said the keys for 
Wilson are his precise routes and sharp 
cuts that allow him to get open.

“He’s so powerful that when he is run-
ning his routes, it looks like he can break 
four different ways and he gets people on 
his heels,” Saleh said. “He’s one of those 
guys who’s intrinsically motivated.

 “He’s got a great head on his shoulders. 
Everything for him is all ball, all day, every 
day, and he’s just one of those kids, every-
thing he does in life is to be the best version 
of himself every day.”

Wilson Making Plays Regardless Of QB
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FILE PHOTO
DEVELOPED HERE — Former Ohio State wide receiver Garrett Wilson has 
continued to impress in the NFL in his second season with the New York 
Jets, where he has 39 catches for 469 yards and two touchdowns in seven 
games.



BIG TEN NOTES

As November rolled around, new Big 
Ten commissioner Tony Petitti could 
feel the pressure mounting on him from 
around the conference – both from coach-
es and administrators – regarding Michi-
gan’s alleged sign-stealing.

Big Ten coaches spent close to an hour 
during a 90-minute video call with Petit-
ti on Nov. 1, according to a report from 
ESPN’s Pete Thamel, expressing their 
frustration with the situation, asking the 
commissioner to take action against the 
Wolverines since they believe the NCAA’s 
investigation will not conclude by the end 
of this season.

Head coach Jim Harbaugh was on the 
call with all of the coaches to conduct 
regular business but left so that everyone 
could freely discuss the investigation.

“Collectively, the coaches want the Big 
Ten to act right now,” a source told ESPN. 
“What are we waiting on? We know what 
happened.”

The athletic directors of the Big Ten 
schools also met with Petitti on Nov. 2 
to encourage him to take action soon, 
according to a report from Yahoo Sports’ 
Ross Dellenger.

While the Big Ten does not have a for-
mal investigative branch, Petitti could 
punish Michigan or members of its staff 
under the Big Ten’s Sportsmanship Policy 
independent of the NCAA’s investigation. 
Dellenger’s report states that different 
possible penalties have been discussed 
by the conference, with a suspension of 
Harbaugh seeming the most likely.

Michigan would likely fight back 
against any severe penalties before the of-
ficial investigation has been finished. Har-
baugh has previously denied any knowl-
edge of any wrongdoing in the program, 
but it would not matter when it comes to 
the NCAA’s investigation. The NCAA can 
punish a head coach for anything that 
happened in their program, regardless of 
whether the head coach had knowledge.

NCAA investigators met with Michigan 
administrators on Oct. 23, though it has 
not issued a formal 90-day notice of alle-
gations. Petitti, meanwhile, was in Ann 
Arbor on Nov. 3 and met with Michigan 
officials about the sign-stealing scandal.

According to a report from ESPN’s 
Adam Rittenberg, Michigan president 
Santa Ono has asked Petitti to respect 
the NCAA investigation and allow the 
Wolverines due process. Ono emailed 
Petitti on Nov. 2 before the commission-
er came to Ann Arbor for the field hockey 
conference tournament and to meet with 
school officials.

“It’s precisely at these times – when 
all key facts are not known but others are 
all too comfortable offering strongly held 
opinions – that it is essential for everyone 
to ensure that investigations are conduct-
ed fairly and that conclusions are based 

on what actually happened,” Ono wrote to 
Petitti. “The reputation and livelihoods of 
coaches, students, and programs cannot 
be sacrificed in a rush to judgment, no 
matter how many and how loudly people 
protest otherwise. Due process matters.

“We, as would any other member of 
the Big Ten, deserve nothing less. Our 
students, our coaches, our program – all 
are entitled to a fair, deliberate, thought-
ful process.”

Should a potential suspension for 
Harbaugh extend past two games, Petitti 
would need approval from the Big Ten’s 
Joint Group Executive Committee

In Michigan’s first outing on the foot-
ball field since the sign-stealing scandal 
broke, the Wolverines picked up a 41-
13 win against Purdue on Nov. 4. Since 
Harbaugh returned to regular availabili-
ties following the team’s off week, he has 
mostly declined to discuss the situation.

“You just have to let it play out,” he said 
on Oct. 30. “Cooperate with the investiga-
tion and see how it plays out. I have too 
much of a one-track mind with the team 
to engage with all the speculation.” 

With the situation rapidly developing, 
be sure to visit BuckeyeSports.com for 
the latest on the issue and any potential 
punishment for Harbaugh or the Wolver-
ines.

Stalions Resigns
From Michigan

Connor Stalions, the recruiting an-
alyst at the center of Michigan’s alleged 
sign-stealing scandal, resigned from his 
position on Nov. 3. He had previously 
been suspended by the university with 
pay on Oct. 20.

It had been reported that Stalions was 
fired, but Michigan released a statement 
later to clarify that he had resigned from 
his position.

“Connor Stalions resigned his position 
with Michigan Athletics this afternoon,” 
the statement read. “We are unable to 
comment further regarding this person-
nel matter.”

According to multiple reports, Stalions 
has not been cooperating with any inter-
nal or external investigations. In a state-
ment to The Athletic, his attorney said 
that he chose to resign because the re-
cent stories surrounding him at Michigan 
had created a distraction for the team.

“He hopes his resignation will help 
the team and coaching staff focus on to-
morrow’s game and the remainder of the 
season,” the statement read. “Connor 
also wants to make it clear that, to his 
knowledge, neither Coach Harbaugh, nor 
any other coach or staff member, told any-
one to break any rules or were aware of 
improper conduct regarding the recent 
allegations of advanced scouting.”

This news comes after photos were 
revealed of a person that looks similar to 
Stalions on Central Michigan’s sideline 
for the Chippewas’ Sept. 1 game against 
Michigan State. The person was wearing 
sunglasses during a night game, ones 
that appeared to have a blinking light at 
points, which could indicate that they 
were potentially recording.

Central Michigan head coach Jim 

McElwain, who worked at Michigan as 
a wide receivers coach in 2018, said the 
team is investigating the situation.

“We obviously are aware of a picture 
floating around with the sign-stealer guy,” 
McElwain said on Oct. 31 after Central 
Michigan’s 37-31 win against Northern 
Illinois. “Our people are doing everything 
they can to get to the bottom of it. We’re 
totally unaware of it. I certainly don’t con-
done it in any way, shape or form. I do 
know his name was on none of the passes 
that were let out. We keep tracing it back 
and tracing it back and try to figure it out. 
It’s in good hands with our people. Again, 
there’s no place in football for that.”

It has been reported that Stalions had 
bought tickets for nearly 40 games in his 
own name over a three-year period, which 
he distributed to friends or acquaintances 
who would attend the game in his place. 
He had also bought tickets to games 
which would feature possible College 
Football Playoff opponents.

Brian Ferentz Not
Returning As Iowa OC

Iowa’s offensive coordinator Brian Fer-
entz, son of head coach Kirk Ferentz, will 
not be returning as the team’s offensive 
coordinator next season. Interim athlet-
ic director Beth Goetz, who supervises 
Brian Ferentz due to nepotism laws, an-
nounced the decision on Oct. 30.

“Anyone who loves Iowa football rec-
ognizes both the success and challenges 
that have brought attention to our pro-
gram this season,” Goetz said in a state-
ment. “Our struggles on offense coupled 
with the offensive coordinator’s contract 
make this a unique situation.

“After conversations with head coach 
Kirk Ferentz, coach Brian Ferentz and 
President (Barbara) Wilson, I informed 
Brian that our intention is for him to be 
with us through the bowl game, but this is 
his last season with the program. Making 
this known today is in the best interest 
of the program and its loyal fans. It pro-
vides clarity during this pivotal time in the 
schedule.”

He has been the Hawkeyes’ offensive 
coordinator since 2017 and has been on 
staff for his father since 2012. Kirk Fer-
entz has led the program since 1999, 
making him the longest tenured coach 
in the country, and he did not appear 
pleased with the decision.

“My policy has typically been to evalu-
ate everything – players, coaches, all that 
– postseason because in-season we’ve got 
a lot on our plates,” he said on Oct. 31 
“That’s been the nature of it. It’s been that 
way since I got started full-time in ’81. 
There’s just not enough time in the day. To 
me, it’s a better time. It’s a less emotional 
time. I can give you a lot of reasons why 
I’ve done it that way. But it really doesn’t 
matter. We are dealing with something we 
have to deal with, and we will.”

The offense has struggled, averaging 
only 18.4 points per game, which is 119th 
nationally and second-to-last in the Big 
Ten, just ahead of Michigan State’s 18.2 
points per game. The announcement 
comes after an off week which was need-
ed to regroup from a 12-10 loss to Minne-

sota in which the Golden Gophers were 
able to win without a touchdown.

Brian Ferentz had signed a revised 
one-year contract in February which said 
the Hawkeyes would have to score at least 
25 points per game, including defense 
and special teams points, and win seven 
games this season for his contract to be 
automatically renewed for 2024.

That was signed after Iowa finished 
last season with only 17.7 points per 
game (122nd in the country) and 251.5 
yards per game (129th), ahead of only 
New Mexico (228.1 yards).

The Hawkeyes started this season 
on pace, scoring 28.3 per game in their 
first three of the year but were shut out in 
Week 4 against Penn State and have been 
unable to recover since then, scoring over 
25 points only in a 26-16 win against 
Michigan State on Sept. 30.

Kirk Ferentz announced that he in-
tends to remain at Iowa despite his son’s 
departure.

“While my immediate focus is on fin-
ishing the season strong, I love coaching 
and my intent is to continue coaching 
here at the University of Iowa,” Ferentz 
said in a statement released Nov. 1. “We 
have built something very special here, 
and I plan to coach until I am no longer 
passionate about the game, players or 
coaches.”

Coaches Ask Petitti To Take Action Against U-M
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East Division
	 Conf.	 All
	 W	 L	 Pct.	 W	 L	 Pct.
Michigan	 6	 0	 1.000	 9	 0	 1.000
Ohio State	 6	 0	 1.000	 9	 0	1.000
Penn State	 5	 1	 0.833	 8	 1	 0.889 
Rutgers	 3	 3	 0.500	 6	 3	 0.667
Maryland	 2	 4	 0.333	 5	 4	 0.556
Indiana	 1	 5	 0.167	 3	 6	 0.333
Michigan State	 1	 5	 0.167	 3	 6	 0.333

West Division
	 Conf.	 All
	 W	 L	 Pct.	 W	 L	 Pct.
Iowa	 4	 2	 0.667	 7	 2	 0.778
Nebraska	 3	 3	 0.500	 5	 4	 0.556
Minnesota	 3	 3	 0.500	 5	 4	 0.556
Wisconsin	 3	 3	 0.500	 5	 4	 0.556
Illinois	 2	 4	 0.333	 4	 5	 0.444
Northwestern	 2	 4	 0.333	 4	 5	 0.444
Purdue	 1	 5	 0.167	 2	 7	 0.222

Nov. 4 Games
Indiana 20, Wisconsin 14
Michigan State 20, Nebraska 17
Ohio State 35, Rutgers 16
Iowa 10, Northwestern 7
Penn State 51, Maryland 15
Illinois 27, Minnesota 26
Michigan 41, Purdue 13

Nov. 11 Games
Indiana at Illinois, noon
Maryland at Nebraska, noon
Michigan at Penn State, noon
Minnesota at Purdue, 3:30 p.m.
Northwestern at Wisconsin, 3:30 p.m.
Rutgers at Iowa, 3:30 p.m.
MIchigan State at Ohio State, 7:30 p.m.

2023 Standings
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A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB
35 Years Ago — 1988

Ohio State had a good nucleus of linebackers returning to the 
fold the next season, but the Buckeyes would still lose the services of 
starters Michael McCray and John Sullivan.

The gaps left by the graduation of such players would have to 
be filled by incoming freshmen. Ohio State head coach John Coo-
per would undoubtedly attempt to recruit linebacking talent like that 
possessed by Cincinnati Forest Park’s Nick Smith, called by many 
experts the top high school linebacker prospect in Ohio that year.

“He is the state of Ohio’s top linebacker prospect,” said recruit-
ing expert Tom Lemming. “He makes tackles from sideline to sideline 
and loves to hit people. Nick shows great instincts for the game and 
is always around the ball. He is a great bet for All-American honors 
this fall.”

30 Years Ago — 1993
If Ohio State was looking to land its next great wide receiver, it 

had to travel only about 10 miles east of campus to check out one of 
the top prospects in Ohio.

Keith Dimmy, a 6-2, 170-pound combination wide receiver and 
defensive back from Columbus Eastmoor, the same high school 
that produced Buckeye All-Americans Archie and Ray Griffin, was 
considering attending Ohio State as well as a handful of other col-
leges.

Through eight games, Dimmy had helped Eastmoor to an unde-
feated season and had eclipsed 300 yards in both rushing and receiv-
ing. He had also snatched three interceptions on defense.

“He’s been a great player for us offensively because he takes the 
pressure off our running backs,” Eastmoor coach Marv Bohanan said. 
“Then over on defense he provides great leadership, especially mak-
ing calls for the secondary.”

25 Years Ago — 1998
Longtime Ohio State fans remember what happened the last time 

an offensive lineman from St. Henry, Ohio, chose the Buckeyes to 
play his college football.

In 1981, Jim Lachey ventured to Columbus, and by the time he left, 
he had become an All-American guard for the Buckeyes. He was a 
four-year letter winner and became a first-round draft choice of the 
San Diego Chargers. And on May 11, another St. Henry Redskin, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of not only Lachey, but also Hoying brothers 
Bobby and Tommy, verbally committed to Ohio State.

Already listed at 6-7, 350 pounds in his senior season bigger than 
Lachey probably ever dreamed of becoming, Matt Zahn could even-
tually settle into a tackle position before his stay in Columbus was 
completed. Zahn was quick to point out that the only legitimate com-
parisons between himself and Lachey were that they both played on 
St. Henry’s offensive line and they both chose Ohio State for college.

“I don’t know much about his high school days,” Zahn said of 
Lachey, “but I know he was an All-American at Ohio State. I know 
that he won a Super Bowl with the (Washington) Redskins and was 
an All-Pro several times. He’s definitely someone to look up to.”

20 Years Ago — 2003
As the Ohio high school football state playoffs got under way the 

weekend of Oct. 31 through Nov. 1, several of Ohio State’s verbal com-
mitments and many of its top recruiting targets were facing win-or-
end-your-career situations.

Among the teams that looked to be in the most dire of situations 
was Columbus Beechcroft, featuring OSU verbal Sirjo Welch, who 
projected as a defensive back at the next level. His Cougar squad, 
ranked eighth in its region, was facing top-ranked and undefeated 
Big Walnut. According to Welch, that didn’t make much difference 
to Beechcroft.

“That doesn’t matter to us,” he told BSB. “Records don’t mean 
anything to us. We weren’t intimidated by them.”

That showed in Beechcroft’s Halloween night performance, when 
a strong rushing attack led to the Cougars ending the Eagles’ perfect 
season by a count of 28-23.

15 Years Ago — 2008
Although he maintained that his focus was on his team’s trek 

through the Ohio state playoffs, defensive end Jamel Turner (6-2, 200) 
was still impressed with what he saw from the Buckeyes when they 
hosted Penn State on Oct. 25 in a 13-6 loss.

The junior sack-master from Youngstown Ursuline burst onto the 
scene as a sophomore when he recorded 23 sacks and helped lead 
his team to the state championship game. This year, he had led the 
Fighting Irish to two victories in the state playoffs with his eyes on an 
eventual state title.

Although his final statistics for the 2008 season were yet to be 
determined, Turner told BSB that he felt he had improved as a player 
even if his statistics did not reflect that.

“I think I played pretty well this year even though my stats are 
a little down compared to last season,” he said. “I think people dou-
ble-teamed me a lot more this year, and it seemed like teams really 
concentrated on trying to keep me out of the backfield. The main 
thing is we are back in the playoffs and hoping to win a state cham-
pionship.”

10 Years Ago — 2013
In September, head coach Urban Meyer and his staff extended 

an offer to Wake Forest, N.C., running back Bryce Love, and a month 
later, he made the trek to Columbus for an unofficial visit. The 40th-
ranked running back in his class, Love loved his time at Ohio State, 
which exceeded his expectations.

“I really enjoyed it,” the four-star prospect said. “I like the tradition, 
and I like how Coach Meyer runs his program. The visit was even 
better than I thought it would be.”

Love was wowed by not only Meyer, but the Buckeyes’ facilities 
as well. The 5-10, 180-pounder also found himself thinking about Ohio 
State lore and the players of the Buckeyes’ past.

“We toured the Woody Hayes Athletic Center,” Love said. “We 
also toured the campus and walked around a little. The campus was 
really big. It was really cool to think about everybody that had gone to 
school there. I had a good time.”

Five Years Ago — 2018
Four-star wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba committed to Ohio 

State as BSB went to press on Nov. 4, becoming the Buckeyes’ sec-
ond commit of the day.

Smith-Njigba (6-1, 188), a 2020 prospect out of Rockwall, Tex-
as, pledged to the Buckeyes mere hours after head coach Urban 
Meyer’s team picked up a commitment from 2019 Jacksonville 
(Fla.) Trinity Christian Academy three-star running back Marcus 
Crowley.

He picked the Buckeyes out of a long offer list that also included 
schools such as Arizona State, California, Minnesota, Nebraska, Notre 
Dame, TCU and Texas Tech, but he did not hold an offer from the in-
state Texas Longhorns.

Smith-Njigba had received his offer from Ohio State back on 
Sept. 17 and unofficially visited the Buckeyes on Nov. 3 for their 36-31 
win over Nebraska. He was Ohio State’s seventh commit in the 2020 
class, which was first in the Big Ten and second nationally.

One Year Ago — 2022
Ohio State added its latest commitment on Oct. 31, earning a ver-

bal pledge from Suwanee (Ga.) North Gwinnett four-star defensive 
tackle Kayden McDonald (6-3, 310).

McDonald was the No. 294 overall prospect and No. 40 defen-
sive lineman in 2023, and he chose Ohio State over Clemson – the 
perceived favorite for much of his recruitment – as well as Florida, 
Michigan and Oklahoma.

“Every school was a great academic and football school,” he said 
after his commitment. “What separated Ohio State (was coach Ryan) 
Day and Coach (Larry) Johnson. They were one of the first teams to 
believe in me, and they recruited me consistently. It’s great academics 
and the opportunity to play early.”

McDonald was offered by Ohio State in September 2021, and 
there hadn’t been much news between McDonald and the Buckeyes 
until he came to Columbus for an official visit on Sept. 24 for Ohio 
State’s win over Wisconsin. He took visits to Oklahoma on Oct. 15 
and a final visit to Clemson on Oct. 22 before ultimately selecting the 
Buckeyes.

Perhaps the largest hole in Ohio State’s 
2024 recruiting class exists on the defensive 
line, but the Buckeyes and defensive line 
coach Larry Johnson are making moves to 
beef things up in the trenches with just over 
a month to go until the early signing period 
begins.

Ohio State’s biggest target is Clinton, 
N.C., four-star defensive lineman Amaris Wil-
liams (6-3, 270), who is committed to Flori-
da but took an official visit for the Buckeyes’ 
20-12 win over Penn State on Oct. 21 and is 
already set to return on Nov. 11 vs. Michigan 
State for another unofficial visit.

He is the No. 100 overall prospect and 
No. 15 defensive lineman in the class and 
is also considering Tennessee. His wavering 
from the Gators comes after Florida was off 
to just a 5-3 start this season through eight 
games under head coach Billy Napier, who 
was 6-7 last year in his first outing as head 
coach of the Gators.

But Florida’s winning record also in-
cludes blowout losses to Kentucky (33-14) 
and Georgia (43-20), making it apparent that 

the Gators are no longer one of the classes of 
the Southeastern Conference. Williams took 
another visit to Florida on Nov. 4 for the Ga-
tors’ 39-36 overtime loss to Arkansas, and it 
was clear heading in what he was looking for.

“I want to see execution,” he told 
247Sports. “We haven’t been executing like 
we’re supposed to. When Florida played 
Georgia, they didn’t execute like they were 
supposed to. They came out and had a good 
start. They have to keep the same intensity 
throughout the game. I feel like if they just 
keep that consistent, it would be a different 
ballgame for the other teams. Florida al-
ready has a good defense. Offense, we’ve got 
to work on some things.

“If we keep the same mindset through-
out the whole game, we could beat any team 
that we want to. That’s all I want to see out 
of Florida. I want to see some things differ-
ently.”

Florida’s struggles have opened the door 
that has since been kicked in by Johnson, 
who has made a significant impact on Wil-
liams during their interactions. Ahead of 
Williams’ most recent visit, he had positive 
things to say about Ohio State.

“I really just felt at peace when I was 
there,” Williams said. “Being around the 
fans, the coaches, the players, I felt peace in 
my heart, like I belong there. There are a lot 
of things to think about other than that feel-
ing. That’s really the main reason I want to go 

back there, especially with Coach Johnson.”
Williams is not the only defensive line 

prospect that Ohio State continues to kick 
the tires on. The Buckeyes on Oct. 30 offered 
Bay City, Texas, four-star defensive lineman 
Carlon Jones (6-3, 270), who has been com-

mitted to Nebraska since June.
Jones is the No. 441 overall prospect and 

No. 49 defensive lineman in the class, and 
through nine games this season, he had 73 
tackles, 22 tackles for loss and 10½ sacks. 
While he had publicly signaled that his com-

OSU Building Momentum With 2024 D-Linemen
OSU Football 2024 Commitments

Players in the class of 2024 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Deontae Armstrong OL 6-6 280 «««« Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward
Devontae Armstrong OL 6-5 297 «««« Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward
Mylan Graham WR 6-1 170 ««««« New Haven, Ind.
Eddrick Houston DL 6-3 265 ««««« Buford, Ga.,
Max LeBlanc TE 6-4 222 «««« Chattanooga (Tenn.) Baylor School
Miles Lockhart CB 5-10 185 «««« Chandler (Ariz.) Basha
Jordan Lyle RB 6-0 180 «««« Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas
Jaylen McClain SAF 6-0 185 «««« West Orange (N.J.) Seton Hall Prep
Jeremiah McClellan WR 6-0 190 «««« St. Louis Christian Brothers College
Eric Mensah DL 6-3 290 ««« Stafford (Va.) Mountain View
Ian Moore OL 6-5 295 «««« New Palestine, Ind.
Air Noland QB 6-3 195 ««««« Fairburn (Ga.) Langston Hughes
James Peoples RB 5-10 192 «««« San Antonio Veterans Memorial
Payton Pierce LB 6-1 225 «««« Lucas (Texas) Lovejoy
Leroy Roker S 3-1 170 ««« Fort Myers (Fla.) Bishop Verot
Aaron Scott CB 6-2 190 «««« Springfield, Ohio
Justin Scott DT 6-4 310 ««««« Chicago St. Ignatius
Jeremiah Smith WR 6-3 198 ««««« Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade-Madonna Prep
Garrett Stover LB 6-0 195 «««« Sunbury (Ohio) Big Walnut 
Bryce West CB 5-11 177 «««« Cleveland Glenville
Sam Williams-Dixon RB 5-11 203 ««« Pickerington (Ohio) North
Damarion Witten TE 6-4 215 «««« Cleveland Glenville
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mitment to Nebraska was strong, just days 
after his offer from the Buckeyes, he quickly 
set up an official visit for Nov. 11.

“They are one of the best schools in the 
country,” Jones told 247Sports. “It definitely 
means a lot. I’m (still) committed to (Nebras-
ka). They are a great school also, but in life, 
you have to weigh all your options so nothing 
is overlooked.”

Jones indicated that Ohio State is the only 
other school he is considering along with his 
current pledge to Nebraska.

Ohio State is also in on Goodyear (Ariz.) 
Desert Edge four-star defensive end De-
shawn Warner (6-4, 225), who is committed 
to Kansas. He is expected to attend Ohio 
State’s matchup with Michigan State as 
well in what is quickly shaping up to be a 
star-studded list of visitors for the game, one 
of just two home contests left this season for 
the Buckeyes.

With three commitments already on the 
defensive line in Chicago St. Ignatius five-
star Justin Scott (6-4, 310), Buford, Ga., five-
star Eddrick Houston (6-3, 265) and Stafford 
(Va.) Mountain View three-star Eric Mensah 
(6-3, 290), the Buckeyes have to add at least 
one more prospect in the trenches and would 
ideally like to add two to the current group.

OSU Continues Building
Steam With Sanchez

Ohio State has appeared on top all the 
way through the recruiting process for Hous-
ton North Shore five-star cornerback Devin 
Sanchez (6-2, 170). He is the top-ranked cor-
ner in 2025, and momentum is still building 
toward a potential pledge for Sanchez to the 
Buckeyes.

247Sports recruiting analyst Steve Wilt-
fong, known for his “crystal ball predictions” 
of where recruits will eventually land, pre-
dicted on Nov. 2 that Ohio State will win out 
for the services of Sanchez, the No. 6 pros-
pect in the class.

“Following his visit to Ohio State for the 
Buckeyes’ victory over Penn State, it looked 
like the Big Ten program also grabbed all the 
momentum in the sweepstakes to ultimately 
land Sanchez,” Wiltfong wrote. “A few weeks 
removed from that trip, the Big Ten power-
house still looks like the one to beat.

“Tim Walton and Perry Eliano continue 
to lead the charge for Ohio State in recruit-
ing Sanchez. A decision from Sanchez is not 
expected until after his junior season, but 
Alabama, Georgia and Texas A&M look like 
they need to make up ground on the Buck-
eyes as the blue-chipper continues to work 
through his process.”

Sanchez has been high on Ohio State 
ever since being offered in January and 
camping at Ohio State in June, and he views 
the Buckeyes as a team that can develop him.

“An Ohio State cornerback, (you are) good 
at everything,” he said after his camp session. 
“You can press, you can play off, that’s what 
they like to do. I feel like if you can do all of 
that and you can be great at it, you’ve got a 
chance to be on that wall (of great players). 
There’s not that many schools that call them-
selves DBU, and Ohio State is probably one 
of the No. 1 schools, just looking at the guys 
in the league. It speaks for itself.”

Buckeyes In Top Five
For 2025 DE Mathis

Ohio State landed in the top five on Oct. 
31 for Philadelphia Imhotep Institute four-
star defensive end Zahir Mathis (6-6, 225), 
a 2025 prospect, along with Florida State, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.

Mathis is the No. 40 overall prospect and 
fifth-ranked edge rusher in the class and 
was offered by Ohio State in May. He later 
camped with the Buckeyes in June, where he 
got a chance to work out with Johnson.

“It was great,” Mathis said. “He talked 
with me about my work ethic. I love this 
coaching staff. They did me well, helped me 
out with some reps. I lost some reps then I 
won some reps so it was pretty good for me 
just to come down here.”

Mathis has long looked up to Johnson for 
the work he has done sending defensive ends 
into the NFL, including Joey and Nick Bosa 
as well as Chase Young, who Mathis said 
grew up just a couple of hours from where he 
plays high school football.

“He had a big impact on me, because 
Chase Young was coming from the DMV,” 
Mathis said. “Myself, I’m from Philadelphia, 
so just to be so close to home and see his big 
impact on the world. Then Larry Legend had 
both of the Bosa brothers ( Joey and Nick). 
I’ve got that love and respect for him.”

Mathis is one of Ohio State’s top priori-
ties at defensive end in the class along with 
Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei four-star Nasir 
Wyatt (6-2, 210), Cincinnati Winton Woods 
four-star Justin Hill (6-4, 215) and Chicago 
Simeon four-star Chris Burgess (6-4, 240).

OSU Remains In Running
For Four-Star OT Lowe

On the other side of the ball, Ohio State 
was included in the top five on Oct. 31 for To-
ledo Whitmer four-star offensive tackle Car-
ter Lowe (6-5, 290), who included the Buck-
eyes along with Alabama, Georgia, Michigan 
and Tennessee.

Lowe is the No. 154 overall prospect and 
No. 13 tackle in 2025, and he has taken sev-
eral visits to Ohio State this season, includ-
ing for the Buckeyes’ win over Penn State.

“The atmosphere was electric, especially 
for a noon game, and that says a lot about 
their fan base,” he told 247Sports. “Their de-

fense surprised me a lot today. I would love 
to see the offense get rolling too. I think they 
fought hard as a whole, and I loved the way 
they played.”

Lowe was offered by Ohio State in Janu-
ary and camped in Columbus in June, where 
he stood out among the hundreds of camp-
ers in attendance.

“I had a really fun time,” Lowe said. “I 
come out here every year to compete and get 
better. I really think I did that today. We did 
a lot of stuff with run blocking that we don’t 
do at my school so that’s something I can take 
home and improve on. I have a really good 
relationship with (offensive line coach Justin 
Frye). I love talking with him. I love speaking 
to him. He does a really good job coaching the 
offensive line, and I have a lot of respect for 
him.”

Ohio State continues to recruit Charlotte 
(N.C.) Providence Day School five-star offen-
sive tackle David Sanders Jr. (6-6, 270), the 
top overall player in the class, but is also fo-
cused on Franklin (Mich.) Wylie E. Groves 
four-star offensive tackle Avery Gach (6-5, 
275).

Other Prospects Have
OSU Among Top Schools

Lowe and Mathis were not the only pros-
pects to include Ohio State among their top 
schools since Buckeye Sports Bulletin last 
went to press.

Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy four-star 
running back Donovan Johnson (6-0, 205), 
Alcoa, Tenn., four-star tight end Eli Owens 
(6-2, 243) and Jacksonville (Fla.) Raines four-
star offensive tackle Solomon Thomas (6-3, 

278) – all 2025 prospects – have narrowed 
down their list of scholarship offers, and 
Ohio State remains in the running for each.

Starting with Johnson, he released a top 
five that included Florida State, Georgia, 
Ohio State, Tennessee and USC. He is the 
No. 115 overall prospect and ninth-ranked 
running back in the class and has not visited 
Ohio State since last summer.

Owens had the Buckeyes in his top nine, 
joined by Alabama, Cincinnati, Michigan, 
North Carolina, South Florida, Tennessee, 
Virginia Tech and Wisconsin. He is the No. 
321 overall prospect and No. 17 tight end in 
the class, and he visited earlier this season 
for Ohio State’s 37-17 win over Maryland.

“I thought overall it was a good visit,” 
Owens told Eleven Warriors. “Getting to 
see what the fan environment would be like 
was really important. I already know all the 
coaches and know what the coaches want 
from me, so it’s not like you go in there ex-
pecting more from them with them already 
having done all they can do. Getting to see 
what the fans would do, how they interact 
and stay in the game, is really cool.”

Thomas is a recent target for the Buck-
eyes, offered only in August. But it was 
enough for him to have Ohio State in his 
top 10 along with Arkansas, Florida, Flori-
da State, Georgia, LSU, Miami (Fla.), South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Texas A&M.

He is the No. 22 overall prospect and 
fourth-ranked offensive tackle in the class, 
and he has yet to visit Ohio State.

OSU Football 2025 Commitments
Player(s) in the class of 2025 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Jayvan Boggs WR 6-0 188 «««« Cocoa, Fla.
Eli Lee LB 6-3 215 ««« Akron Hoban
Tavien St. Clair QB 6-4 210 «««« Bellefontaine, Ohio
Blake Woodby CB 5-11 180 «««« Baltimore St. Frances Academy

OSU Football 2026 Commitment
Player(s) in the class of 2026 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Chris Henry Jr. WR 6-5 185 ««««« Cincinnati Withrow
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Other Visitors On
Tap For MSU Game

Along with Jones and Williams, the side-
lines at Ohio Stadium will be packed for Ohio 
State’s home matchup with Michigan State.

The most notable visits outside of the de-
fensive linemen will be another pair of 2024 
prospects on official visits –  Fort Lauderdale 
(Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas four-star wide re-
ceiver Chance Robinson (6-2, 190), who is 
committed to Miami (Fla.), and Bradenton 
(Fla.) IMG Academy five-star offensive line-
man Jordan Seaton (6-5, 287).

Robinson has been committed to the Hur-
ricanes since April, but the Buckeyes have 
been in the race ever since offering him in 
July. Robinson is the No. 155 overall prospect 
and No. 23 wide receiver in the class, and he 
would be the fourth wideout in 2024 for Ohio 
State should it be able to pull off the flip.

He previously took in Columbus on an 
unofficial visit in September and has stated 
that former Ohio State wide receiver Jaxon 
Smith-Njigba is his favorite receiver, which 

can only serve to boost the Buckeyes’ chanc-
es of landing Robinson.

Seaton, however, might be the most im-
portant recruit left on the board for Ohio State, 
which also makes him perhaps the toughest 
pull of the Buckeyes’ remaining targets. He 
is the No. 16 overall prospect and top-ranked 
offensive lineman in the class, and Ohio State 
remains in the battle along with Alabama, Col-
orado, Florida and Oklahoma.

The quartet of visitors will also be joined 
by several of Ohio State’s current commit-
ments, including St. Louis Christian Broth-
ers College four-star wide receiver Jeremiah 
McClellan (6-0, 190), four-star linebacker 
Garrett Stover (6-0, 195) and three-star run-
ning back Sam Williams-Dixon (5-11, 203), 
among others.

In 2025, Bellefontaine, Ohio, four-star 
quarterback Tavien St. Clair (6-4, 210) will 
make his usual appearance in his goal to at-
tend every Ohio State home game this sea-
son.

He will be joined by several uncommitted 
prospects in the class, including Vero Beach, 
Fla., four-star linebacker Tarvos Alford (6-

2, 210); Mission Viejo, Calif., four-star wide 
receiver Phillip Bell (6-2, 195); Pickerington 
(Ohio) North three-star wide receiver Preston 
Bowman (6-0, 190); Savannah (Ga.) Calvary 
Day School three-star wide receiver Edward 
Coleman (5-10, 180); Richmond (Va.) Trinity 
Episcopal School three-star cornerback Ter-
rance Edwards (6-1, 180); Alpharetta (Ga.) 
Milton four-star tight end Ryan Ghea (6-5, 
231); Mathis; and Atlanta Woodward Acad-
emy four-star defensive end London Merritt 
(6-3, 235).

The list is shorter in 2026, but it still in-
cludes Mechanicsburg (Pa.) Cumberland 
Valley four-star offensive tackle Tyler Merrill 
(6-5, 310), Boca Raton (Fla.) West running 
back Javian Mallory (5-11, 200) and West 
Chester (Ohio) Lakota West athlete Cam 
Thomas (6-2, 200).

OHSAA Playoffs
Continue Rolling On

The second week of the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association playoffs are in 
the books, and several teams featuring Ohio 
State commitments and potential pledges 

down the line won, earning a trip to the next 
round in pursuit of a state championship. 
Here’s a look at some notable results from 
the second-round games played the weekend 
of Nov. 3.

Division I, Region 1 – No. 8 Canton 
GlenOak (7-5) at No. 1 Lakewood St. Ed-
ward (10-1): St. Edward notched a second 
consecutive shutout in the playoffs, blanking 
GlenOak 35-0. Four-star offensive linemen 
Devontae (6-5, 297) and Deontae (6-6, 280) 
Armstrong helped running back Brandon 
White rush for 116 yards and four touch-
downs in the win.

The Eagles move on to face No. 4 Canton 
McKinley (9-3).

Division I, Region 1 – No. 7 Berea-Mid-
park (7-5) at No. 2 Cleveland Heights (11-
1): Heights posted the team’s second shutout 
in as many weeks in the second round of the 
playoffs, picking up a 35-0 win.

The Tigers were led in part by four-star 
running back Marquise Davis (6-0, 190), 
a target of Ohio State’s in 2025, who had a 
68-yard touchdown on the second play of the 
game and finished with 121 yards on 11 car-

Prime Time Vs. Spartans Drawing Recruits

ASK AN ANALYST
With BuckeyeScoop’s Bill Greene

Ohio State recently sent out an offer to Bay City, Tex-
as, four-star defensive lineman Carlon Jones (6-3, 270), 
who is committed to Nebraska. What do you make of this, 
and with several recent offers going out on the defensive 
line, how do you view the board shaping up there for the 
Buckeyes?

“Well, I think they can take two more. The first reaction (to 
the Jones offer) may be, ‘Well, that means that they’re not get-
ting Clinton, N.C., four-star defensive lineman and Florida com-
mit Amaris Williams (6-3, 270).’ I don’t think it means that at all. 
I still think they have a good shot at flipping Williams. The only 
thing there is he is supposedly a big NIL guy, and Florida has 
a war chest of NIL money that they’re willing to spend and en-
joy spending, so that gives me a little bit of pause there. Maybe 
Ohio State feels that way too, and that’s why they’re going after 
Jones. He looks like a nice player. You know, he’s not Buford, 
Ga. five-star defensive lineman and Ohio State commit Eddrick 
Houston (6-3, 265), I can tell you that. But they need to take four 
or five (defensive linemen) in this class. I mean, there’s a chance 
that (Jack) Sawyer, (J.T Tuimoloau), Tyleik (Williams) and Mike 
(Hall Jr.) could all leave at the end of this year. I don’t know how 
logical that is, but I wouldn’t be stunned to see all four of them 
go, so they need to bulk up this defensive line. I think they need 
to take two more, but pickings are kind of slim right now, so you 
work down your board and you go after the next best available.

“To me, Williams would be the highest guy on my board. I 
would put everything I had into flipping that guy. That guy’s a 
big-time player. Some of the other guys that they are looking 
at now I would call projects that you hope you can develop. I 
wouldn’t look at Williams as a project at all. He’s pretty darn 
good.” 

Sunbury (Ohio) Big Walnut four-star linebacker Gar-
rett Stover (6-0, 195) was recently named to the All-Amer-
ican Bowl. He’s risen up the rankings over the past year or 
so since he committed to Ohio State – what do you make 
of him as a prospect?

“I like him. It’s going to be interesting to see where they play 
him. I don’t think there’s any chance that he can play safety at 
Ohio State. I saw him before the season started, he was in Co-
lumbus, and he looked a little stiff to me. I don’t think he can play 
safety. I think he has to be a linebacker, a bulked-up linebacker. 
I think he’s kind of a Steele Chambers type of player. So I like 
him, but I just don’t think he’s a safety. I think that he has to play 
linebacker.

“I think it’s speed and I think it’s changing of direction that 
he just didn’t move like a safety when I saw him. He was just a 
little stiffer. And plus, he had a frame that looks like it’s going to 
fill out. He didn’t look like the guy that’s going to stay at 200-205 

pounds. He looks like a guy that’s going to be 225 when he gets 
to the strength and conditioning program at Ohio State. So I 
think he’s a linebacker down the road, and they haven’t really 
recruited linebackers well. So I think it’s best for him and best 
for Ohio State.” 

There has been some smoke around Miami attempt-
ing to flip Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas four-
star running back Jordan Lyle (6-0, 180). Is there anything 
to these rumors, or is Lyle locked in with Ohio State?

“You always worry about the kid who wants to stay close to 
home, but Miami has a lot of running backs in that room. They 
have two committed in this class. I know they took Mark Fletch-
er from Ohio State last year, and they took another running back 
last year. That’s a very full running back room, so I don’t see a 
playing-time advantage for him going to Miami, just because of 
sheer numbers. It doesn’t really make sense unless it’s proximi-
ty. That would be the only thing that I would see.

 “If you look at the Ohio State running back room, I can see 
two or three of those guys walking out the door after this year. 
So I think depth chart-wise and opportunity-wise, even though 
Ohio State’s a much better program than Miami, there might be 
a better opportunity at Ohio State for him to play, too. It’s a big 
running back room at Miami, so from that standpoint, it doesn’t 
make sense to me that he would flip to Miami. Unless it would 
be a proximity to home thing where he just doesn’t want to go 
1,000 miles away from home. But that one just doesn’t make 
a lot of sense to me. But a lot of times recruiting doesn’t make 
sense, believe me.

“I have not heard (the rumors). I know he’s visited Miami a 
lot, I know he’s been there a lot and there’s just a lot of chatter. 
To me, it would fall under the, ‘Where there’s smoke, there could 
be fire’ thing. When I look at it, it doesn’t make sense. If they 
could promise him immediate playing time or a quick path to 
the field, then I can almost see it, maybe. But it doesn’t really 
make sense. But if it’s proximity to home, it could be a girlfriend, 
it could be a family situation, these are things that I may not 
be aware of. Maybe once stuff comes out, maybe it does make 
sense then. But on the surface, it doesn’t make a lot of sense.

“And the guys that I’m close with in Florida, the South Flor-
ida Express guys, they have not said anything to me about that, 
so we’ll see what happens. They do have San Antonio Veter-
ans Memorial four-star running back James Peoples (5-10, 192) 
committed, who is a monster, I think. And then Pickerington 
North three-star athlete Sam Williams-Dixon (5-11, 203), he’s 
also committed, whether they play him at running back or 
switch to defense, I’m not sure. I’m not sure Lyle would be a 
huge loss. I’m sure they don’t want to lose him, but if I had my 
choice of Lyle or Peoples, that’s not even a comparison for me.”

What impact do you feel that the Michigan sign steal-
ing scandal might have on the Wolverines’ recruiting, 
which some already viewed as not at the level it should 
be coming off back-to-back College Football Playoff ap-
pearances?

“I mean, it’s not good. These recruits, they read everything 
we read, believe me. And the only thing for me is, as it relates 
to Michigan, I can see this class falling apart. I mean, there’s 
almost been a steady drip of news that comes out almost every 
day, and the news almost gets worse with each day. So I don’t 
know what’s coming, and these kids read everything we read, 
so that’s not good for their class.  

“As it pertains to Ohio State, I look at (Michigan’s) class al-
most every day and it’s like, I don’t really see a fit for anyone in 
that class. The only one I see a fit for is Kansas City (Mo.) Rock-
hurst four-star offensive tackle Andrew Sprague (6-8, 295). He’s 
not from Michigan, so he doesn’t have any ties to the program 
that way. That is a guy that would really interest me. But as I 
went down the list guy-by-guy, it’s either an area that Ohio State 
doesn’t really need or an area where Ohio State already has 
better players committed, so I didn’t see a lot there.

“My first thought was that it was almost like when Joe Pa-
terno was forced out of Penn State. They had a great recruiting 
class and Urban Meyer went through and just picked that thing 
clean. I think there were two or three of them Meyer picked 
out of that Penn State class, so that was the first thing I looked 
at was trying to think that there could be a comparable situ-
ation. And then it was like, ‘Well, I don’t want that guy. I don’t 
think they’d want that guy. I don’t think they’d want that guy.’ 
And it was pretty much that way for the whole class, other than 
Sprague. 

“I think those guys (at Michigan) are all at risk. Nobody 
wants to enter into that situation, and people are predicting just 
horrible things – maybe not so much today, but going forward 
for Michigan. Jim Harbaugh may not be there, and the coordi-
nators may be getting fired. I’ve covered recruiting for 25 years 
and I know what things trigger these kids and their parents, and 
this is it. This is it. I mean, this is bad. I think every kid in that 
class is at risk for someone to come in and pick through it. The 
only thing is, a lot of (the recruits) want to sign in December, 
and nothing is going to be decided by December, I don’t think, 
unless Harbaugh is gone by then. But you’re not going to get 
penalties by the first signing period, and you’re probably not go-
ing to get penalties announced even during the second signing 
period if the kids wait until February. I don’t think they can really 
wait and see if Michigan survives this. I think those kids are at 
risk. I really think that whole recruiting class is at risk.”
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ries. Heights will face No. 6 Medina (9-3) in 
the next round.

“This is the first time the program has 
gotten past the second round,” Cleveland 
Heights coach Mac Stephens told Cleveland.
com, “but we’re not satisfied. We have goals 
that we set prior to the year that we still want 
to reach.”

Division I, Region 2 – No. 12 Spring-
field (7-5) at No. 4 Centerville (9-3): Ohio 
State cornerback commitment Aaron Scott 
(6-2, 190) helped lead Springfield to anoth-
er upset this postseason, when the Wildcats 
knocked off Centerville 17-10.

With Springfield up 10-3 with just over 
two minutes remaining, Scott provided the 
game-clinching score, carrying the ball on a 
sweep for a score inside the red zone. The 
Wildcats’ uphill path continues into the third 
round, where they will face No. 1 Lewis Cen-
ter Olentangy (11-1).

“We can make it to state,” Scott told the 
Dayton Daily News. “We can make history. 
No team that went 5-5 has made it to state. 
We could be the first to do it. Why not?”

Division I, Region 3 – No. 6 Hilliard Dar-
by (6-6) at No. 3 Pickerington North (11-1): 
Williams-Dixon and Pickerington North are 
moving on after they took down Hilliard Dar-
by 35-16 in the second round. Next up for the 
Panthers is No. 2 Hilliard Bradley (11-1).

Division I, Region 4 – No. 6 Cincinnati 
Elder (7-5) at No. 3 West Chester Lakota 
West (10-2): Lakota West and four-star tight 
end Luka Gilbert (6-8, 233), a target of Ohio 
State in 2025, overcame a second-half deficit 
in a 24-14 win over Elder.

The Firebirds were down 14-10 in the 
third before rattling off the final 14 points of 

the game for the win. Lakota West will face 
undefeated No. 2 Cincinnati Princeton (12-
0), which it previously lost to 18-3 earlier this 
season.

Division II, Region 5 – No. 8 Barberton 
(7-5) at No. 1 Akron Hoban (10-1): An Ohio 
State pledge in 2025 – three-star linebacker 
Eli Lee (6-3, 215) – and two 2026 targets in 
offensive tackle Sam Greer (6-8, 290) and 
cornerback Elbert Hill IV (5-10, 160) are 
moving on in the playoffs after a 41-7 win 
over Barberton.

Hoban led 20-0 at the half, helped in part 
by a first-half interception by Hill that led to 
a touchdown. The Knights will face No. 4 
Painesville Riverside (9-2) in the next round.

Division II, Region 7 – No. 12 Sunbury 
Big Walnut (6-6) at No. 4 Uniontown Lake 
(9-3): Ohio State linebacker commitment 
Garrett Stover’s (6-0, 195) season came to 
an end when Big Walnut fell to Lake 21-20 
in triple overtime.

The game was a complete shutout 
through regulation, and both teams added 
a touchdown in each of the first and second 
overtimes to make it 14-14 heading into the 
third extra period. But after a touchdown and 
missed extra point on Big Walnut’s first pos-
session due to a bobbled snap, Uniontown 
scored the deciding touchdown and extra 
point.

Division II, Region 8 – No. 6 Cincinna-
ti Winton Woods (8-4) at No. 3 Cincinnati 
Withrow (11-1): Withrow and five-star wide 
receiver and Ohio State commitment Chris 
Henry Jr. (6-5, 185) came out on top in a 
crosstown battle, ending Winton Woods’ sea-
son – and that of four-star defensive end Jus-
tin Hill (6-4, 215), an Ohio State 2025 target 

– in a 16-7 win.
Withrow added touchdowns in the first 

and third quarters, as well as a clinching field 
goal in the fourth, while Winton Woods’ only 
score came off a blocked punt returned for 
a touchdown. Henry added key 26- and 43-
yard receptions that both led to scores, and 
he will hope to carry that momentum as Wi-
throw will face No. 2 Troy (11-1) in the third 
round.

“We were just taking what they gave us,” 
Henry told The Cincinnati Enquirer. “They’re 
a pretty good team. They’re sound. Good de-
fense. We just stayed disciplined and waited 
for our moment, take what they gave us. Be-
ing patient.”

Division III, Region 11 – No. 7 Bellefon-
taine (10-2) at No. 2 London (11-1): St. Clair 
threw for 250 yards and four touchdowns – 
just two fewer than his number of incomple-
tions, finishing 16-of-22 passing – as Belle-

fontaine cruised to a 35-28 upset of London.
The Chieftains will remain the underdog 

moving forward, however, as they will face 
No. 3 Granville (12-0) in the next round, look-
ing to knock off another undefeated team.

Division IV, Region 14 – No. 10 Napo-
leon (6-6) at No. 2 Cleveland Glenville (9-2): 
Glenville – led by a pair of Ohio State com-
mitments in cornerback Bryce West (5-11, 
177) and tight end Damarion Witten (6-4, 
215) – took care of business in a 44-7 win 
over Napoleon.

The Tarblooders’ search for a second 
consecutive state championship will contin-
ue when they face No. 3 Shelby (10-2) in the 
next round.

For the latest in Ohio State football 
recruiting news, be sure to visit Buckeye-
Sports.com, available for free to all Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin subscribers.

R O O S T E R S  C H A R I T A B L E  G O L F  O U T I N G  
1 3  Y E A R S  A N D  O V E R  $ 1  M I L L I O N !

A YEAR
TO LOCAL

CHARITIES &
ORGANIZATIONS

$1 MILLION

GIVING BACK
OVER

Thank you to all  of  our amazing supporters!
With your generous help we were able to raise:

$1 MILLION
B E N E F I T T I N G  

WASSERSTROM

MERRILL LYNCH
HANDGARDS
HIDDEN VALLEY
J&J SNACK
MCCORMICK

HAMILTON COMMUNICATIONS
REDGOLD
BOREN BROTHERS
LAKE ERIE FROZEN FOODS
CLIPPERS
CORBEN

T H A N K S  A  M I L L I O N

GENPACK
MICELI
INNOPAK
WOLVERINE PACKING
NESTLE

OHSAA GAMES TO WATCH, ROUND THREE

No. 1 Akron Hoban (10-1) vs. No. 4 Painesville Riverside (9-2)
No. 1 Lakewood St. Edward (10-1) vs. No. 4 Canton McKinley (9-3)

No. 2 Cleveland Glenville (9-2) vs. No. 3 Shelby (10-2)
No. 2 Cleveland Heights (11-1) vs. No. 6 Medina (9-3)

No. 3 Cincinnati Withrow (11-1) vs. No. 2 Troy (11-1)
No. 3 Pickerington North vs. No. 2 Hilliard Bradley (11-1)

No. 3 West Chester Lakota West (10-2) vs. No. 2 Cin. Princeton (12-0)
No. 7 Bellefontaine (10-2) vs. No. 3 Granville (12-0)

No. 12 Springfield (7-5) vs. No. 1 Lewis Center Olentangy (11-1)
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For many longtime Ohio State fans and 
traditionalists, the history of Buckeye bas-
ketball begins – and maybe even ends – 
with historic St. John Arena. Located at 410 
Woody Hayes Dr., the 13,276-seat venue 
served as the charming home of the men’s 
and women’s basketball programs from 
1956-1998, creating over four decades’ 
worth of memories and providing both pro-
grams with a unique atmosphere that was 
considered by many among the best in col-
lege basketball at that time. 

“The Schott,” which can hold 17,500 
fans for ice hockey and up to 19,700 for 
basketball, has endured its fair share of 
criticism over these first 25 years due to its 
more spread-out layout and inconvenient lo-
cation. But it has also helped deliver some 
iconic moments and housed some all-time 
teams that will be remembered in Buckeye 
lore for decades to come. 

With the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams set to begin their next quarter centu-
ry at the Schottenstein Center in early No-
vember, Buckeye Sports Bulletin is taking 
a look back at the first 25 years of the are-
na and examining several moments – both 
good and bad – that have helped define it 
during that.

The Best-Laid Plans
The story of the Schottenstein Center 

begins all the way back in the late 1980s, 

when the university – then led by then-pres-
ident Edward H. Jennings and athletic di-
rector Jim Jones – began to mull a plan that 
would move the Buckeyes’ basketball teams 
out of historic St. John Arena and into a 
brand-new and much larger multipurpose 
venue.

Ohio State saw this as an attempt to 
keep up with their Big Ten rivals, many of 
whom – Michigan State, Penn State and 
Wisconsin, to name a few – had developed 
plans to construct modernized arenas of 
their own. But for those who attended the 
school at the time, such as former Schotten-
stein Center public address announcer and 
current WTVN sports director Matt McCoy, 
the mere idea of abandoning St. John Arena 
was something they did not want to consid-
er. 

“It was definitely, at least among my 
friends, like ‘Why do we need a new arena?’ 
” said McCoy, who graduated from Ohio 
State in 1987 with a degree in broadcast 
journalism. “Because people, at least in my 
group, loved the intimacy of St. John Arena. 
Even in the balcony seats, you felt like you 
were on top of the court. You’re way up high, 
but they hovered over the court, and that 
place got loud at big games. So it was more 
of, ‘Do we really need a new arena?’ than it 
was ‘Oh, I’m excited to get a new arena.’

“Having said that, though, you could 
see the train coming down the tracks. Oth-
er places are getting new arenas, and you 
heard people say, ‘Well, Ohio State’s basket-
ball facility is behind others.’ So you knew it 

was coming. But there was just an attach-
ment to St. John Arena. I still have it, to be 
honest with you.”

To make matters worse for McCoy and 
his friends, Ohio State had entered discus-
sions with the city of Columbus around 
that same time about potentially moving 
their home stadium downtown to a location 
close to where Nationwide Arena currently 
resides. This was a plan that was heavily 
pushed by mayor Greg Lashutka – a former 
Ohio State football player and captain un-
der head coach Woody Hayes from 1963-
1965 – and other Columbus business lead-
ers in hopes that the move would help bring 
a professional sports team to the city, allow-
ing both Ohio State and the new franchise 
to serve as co-tenants of the new facility. 

Although the plan would help boost the 
city itself, longtime Ohio State beat report-
er Steve Helwagen said the potential move 
downtown would serve as a major travel 
burden for Ohio State fans, especially stu-
dents, giving the Buckeyes a lack of a home-
court advantage that was never an issue in 
the previous venue. 

“I was a student here in the late ’80s, 
and there was discussion that they needed a 
new basketball arena,” Helwagen said. “And 
then it was like, ‘Can we put it downtown?’ 
There was a penitentiary site downtown, 
which is right near where Nationwide Arena 
and the arch for the Union Station is. They 
wanted to put it down there, potentially, but 
then it was like ‘Well then you have to bus 
students down and back because it’s about a 
mile-and-a-half, two miles to get down there 
from campus.’ And you just wondered if the 
students would want to go downtown.” 

Luckily for Ohio State students, having 
a home basketball arena over three miles 
away from the center of campus was not in 
the future plans of Ohio State’s next admin-
istration. Led by school president E. Gordon 
Gee and athletic director Andy Geiger, who 
assumed their positions in 1990 and 1994, 
respectively, the university pushed back on 
the city’s proposals and lobbied for the are-
na to be built near the campus. 

These efforts turned successful in the 
mid-1990s. After it was determined that 
Ohio State had a primary tenant to build the 
arena and the city did not, the university re-
ceived the green light to build a brand-new 
arena on campus in June of 1995, garnering 
$15 million in seed money from the state of 
Ohio to initiate the building process. 

“The state of Ohio got the ball rolling in 
1995, and Greg Lashutka was trying like 
hell to get (the arena) for the city of Colum-
bus,” Helwagen said. “But he didn’t have a 
tenant. So the state’s looking at him like, 
‘No.’ It was interesting, because there was 
brief talk that maybe they would locate 
downtown, but you just couldn’t do that.”

Gee and Geiger spent the next few 
months working on the financing of the 
new arena, working with an initial budget of 
$75 million, which included the previously 
mentioned $15 million from the state, $25 
million in fundraising and naming rights – 
$12.5 of that from the Schottenstein family 
– and $35 million in bond sales. That num-
ber soon increased after they broke ground 
on a vacant lot on the corner of Lane Ave. 
and Olentangy River Road in the spring of 
1996, with the final budget for the project 

swelling to $115 million when the venue 
completed construction on Oct. 29, 1998.

“As a gateway to the university, this cen-
ter will symbolize Ohio State’s commitment 
to our students, alumni and friends, to our 
community, and to our future,” Gee said on 
April 2, 1996, during the groundbreaking 
ceremony. 

Strong Start At Schott
While costly, Gee and Geiger hoped 

Ohio State’s new multipurpose arena would 
help usher in a new era of Buckeye athlet-
ics, injecting new life into the programs as 
they moved closer to the 21st century. This 
dream came true for the university in the 
very first year of installation, when the are-
na spurred a new – and improved – version 
of Buckeye basketball. 

Prior to 1998, the Ohio State men’s bas-
ketball program had endured a prolonged 
stretch of poor play, finishing with a com-
bined 47-94 record in the last five seasons 
in St. John Arena, a lowly 33.3 winning per-
centage. This poor play disintegrated, how-
ever, once the Buckeyes stepped foot in the 
Schottenstein Center.

Led by second-year head coach Jim 
O’Brien along with blossoming sophomores 
Michael Redd and Ken Johnson, as well as 
junior Scoonie Penn, Ohio State christened 
the new arena with a memorable first sea-
son, completely flipping the script of the 
year prior (8-22) with a 27-9 final record and 
an eventual Final Four appearance against 
UConn, their first since 1967-68. 

While many attribute these triumphs to 
the coaching efforts of O’Brien or the play 
of Redd (19.5 points, 5.6 rebounds per 
game), Penn (16.9 points, 3.9 rebounds, 
4.3 assists) and Johnson (6.4 points, 5.7 re-
bounds), those who followed the team that 
year also witnessed the Schottenstein Cen-
ter play an integral role in the team’s suc-
cess. The first-year arena served as an obvi-
ous home-court advantage for the Buckeyes 
that season, with the team finishing with a 
nearly unblemished 14-1 home record.  

McCoy, who was starting his first year as 
public address announcer at the time, said 
the venue gave the Buckeyes a significant 
energy boost throughout the season. He felt 
a clear shift in energy on the very first game 
of that season against Oakland on Nov. 13, 
1998, which Ohio State coincidentally host-
ed again to start the current season on Nov. 
6. 

“They’re going to play Oakland this year 
in the first game and there’s probably go-
ing to be 10,000-12,000 people in there,” 
McCoy said. “There were 19,000 people 
in there for the first game. It was because 
of the newness of the arena. And that’s not 
unique to Ohio State. Whenever you open 
a new arena, people are excited about the 
new facility. But that place was hopping.  

“People complain about the atmosphere 
in the Schottenstein Center, and I get it. But 
I’m telling you, in that first year, that atmo-
sphere was great. The place was filled. The 
team was good. People got loud and behind 
it. The new facility definitely injected life 
into the basketball program. Everybody was 
longing for a winner. They hadn’t been to an 
NCAA Tournament since 1992. And then 
all of a sudden they have this team that just 
came out of nowhere. It was a really, really 

Schottenstein Center A Pillar For 25 Years
By PATRICK ENGELS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

SCORE THE PERFECT M.T.O ?
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fun year because of the new arena, and be-
cause of that basketball team.” 

Helwagen said he remembers one mo-
ment from the middle of that year that best 
exemplified the energy that was inside that 
building during those 15 games. On Jan. 
9, 1999, Bob Knight (more on pages 8-9) 
and his then-13th-ranked Indiana Hoo-
siers came to town on a Saturday, and the 
Buckeye faithful helped their team to a pro-
gram-altering 73-56 victory. Helwagen said 
he saw the fans pack the arena and relent-
lessly support the team during – and even 
before – the game, an atmosphere that may 
still be unmatched to this day.

“They hadn’t been ranked in seven years, 
and so they went on the road and won a 
big road game (against Wisconsin) in Jan-
uary,” Helwagen said. “And they entered 
the rankings (at No. 21). In the next home 
game (against Indiana), the crowd of 19,000 
people gave them a standing ovation before 
the opening tip. And that’s unheard of. Not 
up and cheering or whatever, but a stand-
ing ovation for the team, because finally 
winning basketball had come back to Ohio 
State. That can’t be undersold in any way.” 

Memorable Moments
Ohio State’s first season inside the 

Schottenstein Center may still be fondly re-
membered today, but there have also been 
a number of other notable games and mo-
ments that happened in the last 25 years 
that have helped define the arena.

McCoy and Helwagen each listed the 
Buckeyes’ thrilling 65-64 victory over then-
No. 1 Illinois during the 2004-05 season as 
one of the more memorable games inside 
the Schottenstein Center. This matchup had 
Ohio State hand the Illini their first defeat of 
the season on the very last game of the regu-
lar season off a game-winning three-pointer 
from Matt Sylvester with 5.1 seconds left, a 
moment that sent the Buckeye faithful into a 
frenzy and led the students to rush the floor 
seconds after the buzzer sounded.

“The best atmosphere that place ever 
had, in my opinion, in the years that I (was 
the public address announcer) was that Illi-
nois upset in Thad Matta’s first year,” McCoy 
said. “That place was bonkers. The whole 
game, they were behind double digits, but 
the fans wouldn’t give up on them. And then 
when they made the run, that place went 
bonkers. It was incredible. 

“One of the memorable things about 
that game was that at halftime, I introduced 
Gene Smith as the new athletic director 
at Ohio State. That was his first time wav-
ing his hands to the fans. And I remember 
thinking afterwards, ‘Boy-oh-boy, they have 
a tough act to follow.’ I mean, that was his 
first-ever game.”

Also of note was a pair of home games 
against Wisconsin in the 2006-2007 and 
2010-11 seasons as some of the more icon-
ic games and moments in the Schottenstein 
Center’s history.

The first of the two was a historic match-
up on Feb. 25, 2007, which had Ohio State 
ranked No. 1 in the coaches’ poll and Wis-
consin ranked No. 1 in the AP top 25. With 
the Big Ten regular-season title on the line, 
the Buckeyes came away with a low-scoring 
49-48 victory, securing their second straight 
conference crown.

“The game went down to the wire – it 
was a low-scoring game,” McCoy said. 
“Mike Conley hit a floater to win the game, 

but then Wisconsin had a chance to come 
back and win it, but Ron Lewis blocked the 
shot. I remember that was his senior day. 
His last play ever in that arena was to block 
a shot to win the Big Ten title. That one was 
a great atmosphere.” 

The next memorable game against Wis-
consin occurred on March 6, 2011, when 
No. 1 Ohio State, led by two-time All-Amer-
ican Jared Sullinger, came away with an 
emotional 93-65 blowout win over the No. 
10 Badgers. The Buckeyes had been upset 
by Wisconsin in Madison a month earlier, a 
game that ended on a sour note after a Bad-
ger fan allegedly spit in Sullinger’s face as 
he left the Kohl Center floor. 

To add fuel to the fire for the next match-
up in Columbus, Wisconsin head coach Bo 
Ryan sent a strong message to the Ohio 
State locker room at his postgame press 
conference, saying, “We won the game. Deal 
with it.”

The program – along with those working 
in the Schottenstein Center – did not take 
these comments lightly leading up to the 
rematch. Equipped with over 1,400 towels 
that read “Deal With It,” the student section 
heckled Wisconsin early and often, leading 
to an unforgettable pregame atmosphere 
and eventual 28-point blowout win for Ohio 
State.

“In terms of pregame atmospheres, 
that’s the best I’ve ever seen,” McCoy said. 
“The fans were ready for Wisconsin and for 
Bo Ryan to bring his team in there. Some-
body put together a pregame video that they 
played on the scoreboard that got everybody 
fired up, and that place was rocking before 
that game, and Ohio State just blitzed them. 
( Jon) Diebler went crazy with threes, and 
they played maybe their best game of the 
year and just destroyed them. So that atmo-
sphere I’ll always remember.”

But amid these memorable moments, 
the arena has not gone a quarter century 
without its pitfalls, and perhaps the big-
gest gripe fans have with the Schottenstein 
Center is the arena’s spaced-out seating ar-
rangement. With the multipurpose venue 
built to fill out to at least 20,000 people for 
concerts, many critics argue that not only 

are there too many seats in the arena, but 
the seats, especially in the upper section, 
are too far away from the court.

Those who have been around the arena 
since its opening in 1998 say its design of-
fers a pro-like atmosphere that is not con-
ducive to raucous college crowds, giving the 
Buckeyes an almost nonexistent home-court 
advantage for the majority of their games.

“Unless it’s packed and really loud, it’s a 
cavern to watch a game in,” said former Co-
lumbus Dispatch beat report Bob Baptist. 
“I’m not an architect and don’t know how to 
design a building. But the thing that stood 
out to me that makes it such a bad place 
to watch a game vs. other arenas with the 
same capacity, such as Nationwide Arena, 
(is) where the balcony and the upper deck 
is more on top of the floor than it is in the 
Schottenstein Center. The upper deck in the 
Schottenstein Center is a mile from the bas-
ketball floor, and that hurts. It would help 
if the upper deck was closer to the floor. It 
would also help if the arena was 15,000 or 
16,000 people.”

“(The Schottenstein Center) is bigger,” 
Ohio State basketball historian and author 

Lee Caryer added. “It is more spacious. 
There is more wasted space. The fans are 
not close to the game, even in the cheap 
seats. I had season tickets in the last row 
at midcourt one season (in St. John Arena). 
That was great. It was exciting, and I was a 
lot closer in that seat than I’ve ever been in 
the Schottenstein Center in the upper deck 
in various locations.

“I remember seeing a game against 
Michigan State (in 2012) when Draymond 
Green was there, and I was so high up that 
I could hardly see the game. It was a great 
game, but I wish I’d been home watching it 
on television.” 

Caryer and Baptist listed several other 
aspects of the arena that they argue both 
hinder the fan experience and prove no 
comparison to the venue that preceded it. 
Baptist, who did say he prefers watching 
hockey games inside the Schottenstein 
Center because they block off the top sec-
tion of the stadium, also brought up inflated 
ticket prices and demanding requirements 
of season-ticket holders as additional pit-

Ohio State Fans!

Weekly September through November
Five times from January through mid-March

Biweekly mid-March through mid-May
Monthly December, June through August

Some Ohio State sports fans need more 
information on the Buckeyes than they 
can find in their local newspaper. Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin is for those fans. By subscrib-
ing to Buckeye Sports Bulletin, they receive 
24 issues a year featuring:

❑ 1 Year, $119.95
❑ 2 Years, $199.95

• In-depth coverage of all Ohio State sports
• The latest comments from coaches and 

players
• The latest in recruiting information
• Personality profiles
• Features on former Buckeye greats
• Rosters, schedules, statistics, photos
• Check us out on the Web at

www.BuckeyeSports.com

❑ 1 Year, First Class Mail, $189.95
❑ 2 Years, First Class Mail, $339.95

I want to know more about Ohio State sports. I am enclosing $

❑ Money Order ❑ Check ❑ MasterCard ❑ Visa ❑ Discover ❑ Amer. Express

Credit Card # and Exp. Date

NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: 
PHONE:

Buckeye Sports Bulletin
P.O. Box 12453

Columbus, Ohio 43212
www.BuckeyeSports.com

Credit Card Orders Accepted 24 Hours A Day
Call (614) 486-2202 or (800) 760-2862

Mail To:

BuckeyeSports.com Nov. 11, 2023 BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN • 31



25 YEARS OF THE SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER25 YEARS OF THE SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER

Continued From Page 31

falls of Ohio State’s arena. He specifically 
mentioned a “20-year seat license” that has 
prevented many fans from becoming sea-
son-ticket holders. 

“They turned off a lot of fans and sea-
son-ticket holders when they instituted that 
20-year seat license,” Baptist said. “Unless 
you were a student, faculty or staff, you 
could not sit downstairs without buying a 
seat license.

“I remember when they unveiled their 
plans, I was at an Ohio State golf course. 
They had architect renderings of what the 
place was going to look like, and they had all 
of the ticket plans, and Andy Geiger walked 
up to me after the press conference and 
said, ‘What do you think?’ And I looked at 
him and I said, ‘You just priced me out of 
the building.’ ” 

Caryer also takes issue with some of the 
Schottenstein Center’s policies. He believes 
the arena should show more appreciation 
and respect toward the players and coach-
es who helped define the illustrious history 
of the Buckeyes’ athletics by having a larger 
display of the Ohio State Hall of Fame. This 
is something he argued St. John Arena did 
for decades, a practice The Schottenstein 
Center fails to replicate. 

“I feel this with a passion,” Caryer said. 
“The Ohio State Athletic Hall of Fame, I 
mean, it’s a big deal. It is a big deal to get 

a scholarship offer from Ohio State. It’s a 
big deal to play at Ohio State. It’s a big deal 
to win at Ohio State. But to be in the Ohio 
State Athletic Hall of Fame, I mean, I can’t 
even imagine what that’s like. I’ve talked to 
people who are in there, and they basically 
agree with what I speculate on. 

“In St. John, there was a wonderful 
place for it. It had a physical presence. In 
the Schottenstein Center, for several years 
it had a physical presence. And then a few 
years ago it was taken out, and when I no-
ticed that, I asked around and said, ‘Where 
is it? Why is it (gone)?’ So I was with some-
one who was in the Ohio State Athletic Hall 
of Fame attending a game, and I told him, 
and he asked some people. And they said, 
‘It’s all locked away in a room.’ ”

The drawbacks of the Schottenstein 
Center may have traditionalists such as 
Caryer longing for the old days of the more 
fan-friendly St. John Arena, but for the oth-
ers, they see the overall impact the arena 
has had on each of the athletic programs it 
houses as a positive one. Baptist, Helwagen 
and McCoy each argued that, despite its 
faults, the construction of the multipurpose 
arena has helped elevate each program to 
new heights. 

Baptist and Helwagen both said the 
arena has had the most positive impact on 
recruiting, specifically with the men’s bas-
ketball team. They argued that because the 
Schottenstein Center possesses top-notch 

facilities and resources, from the locker 
room to the weight room and everything in 
between, it has allowed Ohio State to com-
pete with its competitors not only in the Big 
Ten, but across the country.

This is a recent phenomenon that was 
not available to the program while it was 
playing in the less-modernized St. John 
Arena, allowing the basketball program to 
welcome in top recruits such as Greg Oden, 
Jared Sullinger and D’Angelo Russell and 
make 17 NCAA Tournament appearances 
in 25 seasons at the venue.

“(The Schottenstein Center) definite-
ly turned the program around,” Helwagen 
said. “Kids were coming to play in a state-of-
the-art building, and they showed them the 
backstage areas here with the workout facil-
ity and the practice gym and everything else. 
Very few colleges at that point 25 years ago 
would have had anything close to matching 
what Ohio State had. You could say it’s a 
trade-off of the playing arena being fabulous 
for only five games a year, but everything 
that attracted players to go play at a college, 
they had it here at the Schott.”

The Schottenstein Center has been the 
home of three major athletic programs for 
25 years and counting, but the verdict may 
still be out over whether or not the arena 
has helped or hindered these teams for the 
last quarter century. McCoy, who has experi-
enced countless sporting events in that ven-
ue since its grand opening in 1998, thinks 

the arena has served these programs well, 
providing them with a positive gameday at-
mosphere that has often received an unfair 
amount of criticism. However, he also be-
lieves the venue can only reach new heights 
in the next 25 years if the basketball pro-
gram returns to its once-successful form. 

“I have a love affair with St. John Are-
na,” McCoy said. “It was great. Having said 
that, I think the Schottenstein Center gets 
a bad rap. Do they make mistakes? Could 
they have done it better? Yes. However, the 
basketball team has to contribute to creat-
ing the atmosphere. I remember Thad Mat-
ta when he came to Ohio State, he had the 
team running up and down the aisles in an 
empty Schottenstein Center. And he said to 
them, ‘You guys want to get this place filled? 
That’s your job. Your job is to make this a 
destination place.’ And Thad did that. 

“That atmosphere when that team was 
going and when Thad Matta had it hum-
ming and Jim O’Brien had it humming. That 
atmosphere is good, it just is. And nowadays 
everybody says ‘Oh, the arena is terrible, it’s 
the arena’s fault.’ It’s not the arena’s fault. I’m 
not pointing the finger at the basketball pro-
gram at all. But when they get good – and 
they will get good under Chris Holtmann 
– that place will be hopping again. That’s 
the challenge for any basketball coach, is to 
make it like that. But it can be in that arena.”
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FOOTBALL (9-0, 6-0)
Sept. 2 at Indiana, W 23-3; 9 

YOUNGSTOWN STATE, W 35-7; 16 WESTERN 
KENTUCKY, W 63-10; 23 at Notre Dame, W 
17-14.

Oct. 7 MARYLAND, W 37-17; 14 at 
Purdue, W 41-7; 21 PENN STATE, W 20-12; 
28 at Wisconsin, W 24-10.

Nov. 4 at Rutgers, W 35-16; 11 MICHIGAN 
STATE; 18 MINNESOTA; 25 at Michigan.

FOOTBALL 2024
Aug. 31 SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI.
Sept. 7 WESTERN MICHIGAN; 21 

MARSHALL; 28 at Michigan State.
Oct. 5 IOWA; 12 at Oregon; 26 NEBRASKA.
Nov. 2 at Penn State; 9 PURDUE; 16 at 

Northwestern; 23 INDIANA; 30 MICHIGAN. 
 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Oct. 22 at Dayton (Exh.), W 78-70
Nov. 6 OAKLAND; 10 TEXAS A&M; 15 

MERRIMACK; 19 WESTERN MICHIGAN; 
24 Emerald Coast Classic at Niceville, Fla. 
vs. Alabama; 25 Emerald Coast Classic at 
Niceville, Fla. vs. Oregon/Santa Clara;  29 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Dec. 3 MINNESOTA; 6 MIAMI (OHIO); 9 at 
Penn State; 16 CBS Sports Classic at Atlanta, 
Ga., vs. UCLA; 21 NEW ORLEANS; 30 West 
Virginia, Cleveland, Ohio 

Jan. 3 RUTGERS; 6 at Indiana; 10 
WISCONSIN; 15 at Michigan; 20 PENN STATE; 
23 at Nebraska; 27 at Northwestern; 30 
ILLINOIS 

Feb. 2 at Iowa; 6 INDIANA; 10 MARYLAND; 
13 at Wisconsin; 18 PURDUE; 22 at Minnesota; 
25 at Michigan State; 29 NEBRASKA 

March 3 MICHIGAN; 10 at Rutgers.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Nov. 6 Naismith Hall of Fame Series at 

Las Vegas vs. USC; 12 IUPUI; 16 BOSTON 
COLLEGE; 20 Pink Flamingo Championship 
in the Bahamas vs. East Carolina; 22 Pink 
Flamingo Championship in the Bahamas vs. 
Oklahoma State; 26 CORNELL.

Dec. 3 at Tennessee; 5 OHIO; 10 PENN 
STATE; 15 GRAND VALLEY STATE; 18  UCLA; 
22 BELMONT; 30 at Michigan. 

Jan. 5 at Northwestern; 11 RUTGERS; 14 
MICHIGAN STATE; 17 at Maryland; 21 IOWA; 
25 at Illinois; 28 at Purdue 

Feb. 1 WISCONSIN; 4 INDIANA; 8 at 
Minnesota; 11 at Michigan State; 14 
NEBRASKA; 22 at Penn State; 25 MARYLAND; 
28 MICHIGAN.

March 3 at Iowa.  

CROSS COUNTRY
Sept. 1 Wright State Mike Baumer 

Cross Country Classic at Dayton, OH, Men: 
1st/15; Women: 1st/10; 9 Badger Classic at 
Wisconsin, Men 3rd/6; Women 5th/7; 29 
Sean Earl Lakefront Invitational at Chicago, 
Ill., 13th/16.

Oct. 13 Arturo Barrios Invitational at 
College Station, Texas, Men 8th/39; Women 
4th/41; 27 Big Ten Championships at Madison, 
Wis., Men 7th/12, Women 5th/14.

Nov. 10 NCAA Regional Championships at  
Madison, Wisc.; 18 NCAA Championships at 
Charlottesville, Va.

FENCING
Oct. 1 OSU DUALS, Men: 5-0; Women: 

5-0; 21-22 Garrett Open at University Park, 

Pa., NTS.
Nov. 4-5 Western Invitational at USAF 

Academy, Colo., Men: 4-1, Women 4-1; 19 
ELITE INVITATIONAL.

Jan. 20 St. John’s Invitational at 
Queens, N.Y.; 21 Philadelphia Invitational at 
Philadelphia.

Feb. 3-4 Northwestern Duals at Evanston, 
Ill.; 24-25 Central Collegiate Fencing 
Conference Championships.

FIELD HOCKEY (14-6, 4-4)
Aug. 25 Lehigh, W 5-2; 27 Lafayette W 

4-1.
Sept. 1 NEW HAMPSHIRE, W 4-1; 3 

BUCKNELL, W 2-1; 4 UC DAVIS, W 5-0; 8 
Louisville, L 2-1; 10 STANFORD, W, 6-0; 15 
MICHIGAN, W 5-1; 17 Michigan State, W 2-1 
(OT); 22 NORTHWESTERN, L 4-3; 24 OHIO, W, 
3-2; 29 Iowa, W 2-1.

Oct. 1 Indiana, W 3-0; 6 Penn State, L 2-1; 
8 Kent State, W 3-0; 13 RUTGERS, L 1-0 SO 15 
MARYLAND, L 2-1; 22 BELLARMINE, W 7-0.

Nov. 2 Big Ten Tournament at Ann 
Arbor, Mich., vs. Penn State, W 4-3; 3 Big 
Ten Tournament at Ann Arbor, Mich., vs. 
Nrthwestern, L 3-1.

MEN’S GOLF
Sept. 8 Maui Jim Collegiate at Scottsdale, 

Ariz., 6th/15; 9 Maui Jim Collegiate 
at Scottsdale, Ariz., 5th/15; 10 Maui Jim 
Collegiate at Scottsdale, Ariz., 4th/15;

Oct. 2-3 Hamptons Invitational at East 
Hamptons, N.Y., 2nd/11; 30-31 Cal Poly 
Collegiate at Carmel-by-the-Sea, Calif., 
T6th/15.

WOMEN’S GOLF
Sept. 11-12 Dick McGuire/Branch Law 

Firm at Albuquerque, N.M., 10th/16; 17-18 
Mary Fossum Inivitational at Michigan State, 
3rd/15.

Oct. 9-10 Illini Invitational at Medinah, Ill., 
8th/15

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY (3-3-3, 0-3-1)
Oct. 7 Mercyhurst, W 4-3; 13-14 

LINDENWOOD, W 4-2; T 2-2; 20-21 Michigan, 
L 7-1; T 2-2 OT (SW); 27-28 Nebraska-Omaha, 
T 2-2 OT (SW); W 4-0.

Nov. 3-4 MICHIGAN STATE, L 6-0; L 6-4; 
10-11 Notre Dame; 24-25 PRINCETON.

Dec. 1-2 Wisconsin; 8-9 MINNESOTA; 30 
MERCYHURST.

Jan. 5-6 Bowling Green; 12-13 NOTRE 
DAME; 19-20 Minnesota; 26-27 Penn State.

Feb. 2-3 MICHIGAN; 16-17 WISCONSIN; 
23-24 MICHIGAN STATE.

March 1-2 PENN STATE; 8-10 Big Ten 
Tournament Quarterfinals; 16 Big Ten 
Tournament Semifinals; 23 Big Ten Tournament 
Final.

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY (9-1, 8-0)
Sept. 29-30 Colgate, L 3-2; W 3-2 (OT).
Oct. 13-14 Minnesota Duluth, W 5-2; W 

2-0; 20-21 St. Thomas, W 6-2; W 7-1; 27-28 
MINNESOTA, W 4-3 OT; W 6-5. 

Nov. 3-4 Bemidji State, W 9-1; W 5-0; 17 
WISCONSIN, 6 p.m.; 18 WISCONSIN, 3 p.m.; 
24 ST. LAWRENCE, 6 p.m.; 25 ST. LAWRENCE, 
3 p.m.

Dec. 1 ST. CLOUD STATE, 6 P.M.; 2 ST. 
CLOUD STATE, 3 p.m.;  9 MINNESOTA STATE, 
6 p.m.; 10 MINNESOTA STATE, 2 p.m.

Jan. 12 Minnesota, 7 p.m.; 13 Minnesota, 
3 p.m.; 19 MINNESOTA DULUTH, 6 p.m.; 20 
MINNESOTA DULUTH, 2 p.m.; 26 St. Cloud 
State, 4 p.m., 27 St. Cloud State, 2 p.m.

Feb. 2 BEMIDJI STATE, 6 p.m.; 3 BEMIDJI 
STATE, 3 p.m.; 9 Minnesota State, 7 p.m.; 10 
Minnesota State, 4 p.m.; 16 ST. THOMAS, 
6 p.m.; 17 ST. THOMAS, 3 p.m.; 24-25 
Wisconsin.

MEN’S SOCCER (6-6-5, 3-4-1)
Aug. 24 CAL STATE NORTH-RIDGE, T 1-1; 

27 UC DAVIS, L 2-1.
Sept. 1 at IU Classic in Bloomington, Ind., 

vs. Seton Hall, L 1-0. 4 WASHINGTON, T 1-1; 
9 Butler, W 1-0; 15 PENN STATE, L 3-0; 19 
KENTUCKY, W 3-0; 24 Northwestern, L 4-2; 
29 Rutgers, W 2-0.

Oct. 3  XAVIER  T 0-0; 6  MICHIGAN, T 
0-0; 10 Louisville, T 2-2; 15 Indiana, L 2-1; 20 
WISCONSIN, L 1-0; 24 Michigan State, W 3-2; 
29 MARYLAND, W 4-1.

Nov. 3 Big Ten Tournament Quarterfinals Vs. 
Michigan State, W 1-0; 8 Big Ten Tournament 
Semifinals; 12 Big Ten Tournament Finals.

WOMEN’S SOCCER (9-7-2, 5-4-1)
Aug. 17 MIAMI (OHIO), W 3-0; 20 

BUFFALO, L 2-1; 24 Memphis, L 6-1; 27 
Montana, T 2-2; 31 OAKLAND, W 6-0.

Sept. 7 OHIO, W 4-1; 10 AUBURN, W, 2-0; 
17 Michigan State, T 1-1; 21 NEBRASKA, L 
2-1; 24 Maryland, W 1-0; 28 INDIANA, W 2-1.

Oct. 1 ILLINOIS, W 2-1; 8 Penn State, L, 
2-1; 12 Minnesota, L 2-0; 15 Wisconsin, W 
1-0; 19 RUTGERS, L 1-0; 22 MICHIGAN, W 
4-1.

MEN’S SWIM & DIVE (1-0)
Oct. 28 VIRGINIA TECH, W 193.5-178.5.
Nov. 10 DENISON, 5 p.m.; 16-18 OHIO 

STATE FALL INVITATIONAL; 29-Dec. 2 Toyota 
US Open at Greensboro, N.C.

Jan. 20 MICHIGAN, 12 p.m.; 26-27 Tim 
Welsh Classic at South Bend, Ind.

Feb. 2 PITTSBURGH, 3 p.m. 16-18 OHIO 
STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL; 28-March 2 
BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIPS.

March 10 LAST CHANCE MEET; 13-16 
Zone Championships at Louisville, Ky.; 14-16 
CSCAA National Invitational at Ocala, Fla.; 
27-30 NCAA Championships at Indianapolis.

WOMEN’S SWIM & DIVE (2-0)
Oct. 28 VIRGINIA TECH, W 226.0-135.0.
Nov. 3 AKRON, W 222.5-77.5; 10 

DENISON, 5 p.m.; 16-18 OHIO STATE FALL 
INVITATIONAL; 29-Dec. 2 Toyota US Open at 
Greensboro, N.C.

Jan. 20 MICHIGAN, 12 p.m.; 26-27 Tim 
Welsh Classic at South Bend, Ind.

Feb. 2 PITTSBURGH, 3 p.m.; 16-18 OHIO 
STATE WINTER INVITATIONAL; 21-24 Big Ten 
Championships at West Lafayette, Ind.

March 3 LAST CHANCE MEET; 13-16 
Zone Championships at Louisville, Ky.; 14-16 
CSCAA National Invitational at Ocala, Fla.; 
20-23 NCAA Championships at Athens, Ga.

MEN’S TENNIS
Sept. 18-24 COLUMBUS CHALLENGER, 

NTS. 30 ITA All-Amercian Championship at 
Tulsa, Okla., NTS.

Oct. 1-8  ITA All-Amercian Championship 
at Tulsa, Okla., NTS.; 19-23 ITA Midwest 
Regional Championship at Ann Arbor, Mich., 

NTS; 23-29 Las Vegas Challenger at Las Vegas, 
NTS.

Nov. 1-5 ITA Fall National Championship 
at San Diego, Calif., NTS; 1-5 Big Ten Singles 
& Doubles Championship at Madison, Wisc., 
NTS.

Jan. 27 VANDERBILT; 28 OREGON/BOISE 
STATE.

April 26-28 Big Ten Tournament at 
Madison, Wisc.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Sept. 15-17 Debbie Southern Furman Fall 

Classic at Greenville, S.C., NTS; 21-24 Fall 
Spotlight at Raleigh, N.C., NTS.

Oct. 1 ITA All-Americans at Cary, N.C.. NTS; 
12-16 ITA Midwest Regionals at East Lansing, 
Mich., NTS; 26-29 UT Home Invitational at 
Knoxville, Tenn., NTS.

Nov. 1-4 ITA Fall Championships at San 
Diego, Calif., NTS.

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL (9-14, 6-8)
Aug. 25 at NKU Tournament in Highland 

Heights, Ky., vs. Northern Kentucky, W 3-0; 
26 at NKU Tournament in Highland Heights, 
Ky., vs. Bowling Green, W 3-2; 27 at NKU 
Tournament in Highland Heights, Ky., vs. East 
Tennessee State, W 3-0.

Sept. 1 SPORTS IMPORTS CLASSIC VS. 
GEORGIA TECH, L 3-1; 2 SPORTS IMPORTS 
CLASSIC VS. GEORGIA TECH, L 3-1; 8 Big 
Ten/Pac 12 Challenge in Stanford, Calif., vs. 
Stanford, L 3-0; 9 Big Ten/Pac 12 Challenge in 
Stanford, Calif., vs. Oregon, L 3-1. 14 Texas, L 
3-1; 15 Baylor, L 3-2; 22 Nebraska, L 3-0; 24 
Iowa, W 3-0; 27 WISCONSIN, L 3-0.

Oct. 1 MARYLAND, W 3-0; 6 Rutgers, W 
3-1.; 7 Penn State, L 3-2; 13 ILLINOIS, W 3-1; 
15 PURDUE, L 3-1; 18 Wisconsin, L 3-0; 21 
Indiana, L 3-2; 25 Northwestern, W 3-0; 29 
Michigan, L 3-1.

Nov. 3 MINNESOTA, L 3-1; 4 INDIANA, 
W 3-1; 8 MICHIGAN STATE, 7 p.m.; 12  
Maryland, 1 p.m.; 15 Illinois, 9 p.m.; 18 
Minnesota, 8 p.m.; 24 PENN STATE, 7 p.m.; 
25 RUTGERS,  7 p.m.
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COURTCOURT
REPORTREPORT

Patrick EngelsPatrick Engels

Ohio State’s final tune-up before the 2023-
24 season came by way of a “secret” scrim-
mage against Clemson on Oct. 28 in an un-
disclosed location in Nashville, Tenn., a game 
that had the Buckeyes reportedly struggle on 
offense and fall to the Tigers by a score of 86-
64. 

According to NCAA rules, both teams 
were prohibited from releasing the results of 
the game to the public and no fans or report-
ers were allowed inside the facility. But some 
information regarding the matchup slipped 
through the cracks and into the hands of re-
porters, giving fans a glimpse of how the team 
is shaping up before the regular season be-
gins. 

According to reports, Ohio State strug-
gled on the offensive end throughout the 
game, failing to make shots at a consistent 
rate and succumbing to a bevy of turnovers 
against a defense that allowed the third-few-
est points per game in the ACC last season 
(67.9). The Buckeyes’ shortcomings specifi-
cally fell on backcourt players and promising 
sophomores Bruce Thornton and Roddy Gay-
le Jr., who had what was described by The Co-

lumbus Dispatch as a “learning experience” 
against the Tigers.

Gayle – who also reportedly struggled 
to take care of the ball – and Thornton are 
both expected to play significant roles on 
this year’s Ohio State team, with head coach 
Chris Holtmann saying that he will need 
them to lead the program both on and off the 
court this year if they want to rebound from a 
tough campaign.

The two returning sophomores struggled 
against Clemson, but the Buckeyes had a 
much better outing from another tandem 
of guards, Baylor transfer Dale Bonner and 
Penn State transfer Evan Mahaffey, who 
flashed their two-way abilities.

Switching to the frontcourt, the Buckeyes 
played without fifth-year Minnesota transfer 
forward Jamison Battle, who was out due to 
a family matter, and true freshman forward 
Devin Royal, who missed the scrimmage with 
a minor injury. Despite playing shorthanded, 
Ohio State still received a solid performance 
from its frontcourt players, which led to an 
advantage in rebounds in the loss.

Ohio State’s successes in the paint may 
have been attributed to a notable lineup 
tweak Holtmann installed in the scrimmage. 
He started both forward Zed Key and center 
Felix Okpara at the four and five positions, 
respectively, and played them at those same 
positions for extended stretches. Holtmann 
had previously flirted with implementing this 
“big” lineup this season as a way to increase 
production and physicality in the paint.

While it is unclear how the tandem played 
together during the scrimmage, the two big 
men are poised to make more of an impact 
this season due to their skill sets and frames, 
with Key (6-8) slimming down from 253 to 
235 pounds and Okpara (6-11) bulking up 
from 207 to 235.

Ohio State’s private scrimmage against 
Clemson, which is projected to finish fifth in 
the ACC this year, gives the team a 1-1 record 
in scrimmages and exhibitions this fall. The 
Buckeyes defeated Dayton in a charity exhi-
bition held at UD Arena on Oct. 22 by a final 
score of 78-70.

Holtmann and his squad will begin the 
regular season on Nov. 6 with a home tilt 
against Oakland. For coverage of the game, 
visit BuckeyeSports.com, and look for a full 
recap in the Nov. 18 issue of Buckeye Sports 
Bulletin.

Holtmann Plans Smaller
Rotation This Season 

Last season, Holtmann and his staff ex-
tended considerable playing time to the ma-
jority of his roster, with 10 of his 13 scholar-
ship players earning at least 10 minutes of 
floor time per game. Holtmann is planning to 
alter that approach this year, however, indicat-
ing after the Dayton exhibition that he wants 
to institute a tighter rotation all year. 

“I don’t know if we’ll necessarily play 10 or 
11 guys,” Holtmann said following the exhibi-
tion win. “I think we’ll probably play a bit of a 
shorter rotation at times this year. You don’t 
always get to see that in an exhibition. I think 
we ended up playing 11 guys, but nine or 10 
fairly consistently.” 

Holtmann did not specifically say which 
players would earn significant minutes for the 

Buckeyes this season, but he did provide fans 
with a glimpse of what the rotations could 
look like against the Flyers. He mixed and 
matched with a number of different lineups – 
even starting an almost completely different 
starting five in each half, with only Thornton 
penciled in both lineups. But he did reward 
nine players with at least 18 minutes of floor 
time. 

The Buckeyes had five players earn 
at least 20 minutes of playing time, with 
Thornton leading the charge with 28, fol-
lowed by Bonner (26), Gayle (25), Battle 
(22) and Key (21). Holtmann also gave sig-
nificant playing time to a quartet of under-
classmen, with Royal and Mahaffey each 
getting 19 minutes of play, and freshman 
guard Scotty Middleton and Okpara seeing 
the floor for 18 minutes. 

Holtmann’s plan to shorten the end of his 
bench this season may allow his best players 
to impact the game more, but it also could 
spell trouble for a group of younger Buckeyes 
who are trying to crack into the rotation.

A few scholarship players who may see 
limited time on the floor this season could be 
forward Kalen Etzler, guard Bowen Hardman 
and center Owen Spencer, who each played 
under four minutes per game last year and 
logged a combined four minutes against Day-
ton. Freshmen Austin Parks and Taison Chat-
man, meanwhile, have both been dealing with 
injuries this fall. 

ESPN’s Lunardi Sees OSU
Returning To Big Dance

Ohio State is slated to return to the NCAA 
Tournament in ESPN college basketball ana-
lyst Joe Lunardi’s latest “Bracketology,” with 
the renowned bracket-expert projecting the 

OSU Falls To Clemson In “Secret” Scrimmage
OSU Men’s Basketball Verbal Commitments

Players in the class of 2024 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
John Mobley Jr. G 6-0 150 «««« Mt. Pleasant (Utah) Wasatch Academy
Colin White SF 6-6 180 ««« Ottawa (Ohio) Glandorf

“The Team up North” — Depart on Friday, November 24 to De-
troit with accommodations at the MGM Resort and Casino, and on Sat-
urday, November 25 depart for the “City Up North” and following the 
game victory, return to Columbus.

Follow the 2023 Buckeyes to all of their Away 
Games With Reynolds Travel!

Reynolds Travel is once again offering packages to 2023 Ohio State Away Football Games 
Full details are available on our website at www.reynoldstavel.com. 
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Buckeyes as a No. 10 seed in the East Region. 

Lunardi, who updated his bracket on Oct. 
24, has Ohio State earning one of the last 
four byes of the tournament, a position they 
share with fellow No. 10 seeds Indiana and 
St. John’s along with No. 11 seed Iowa State. 
This ranking comes after the Buckeyes were 
named one of the first four out in Lunardi’s 
previous projection, meaning Holtmann’s 
squad would have been on the outside look-
ing in when the field of 68 was announced.

The Big Ten is well represented in Lunar-
di’s bracket with eight teams earning berths, 
tied for the most out of any conference with 
the SEC. The Buckeyes would be joined in 
the Big Dance by Indiana in addition to No. 1 
Michigan State, No. 1 Purdue, No. 6 Illinois, 
No. 8 Wisconsin, No. 8 Maryland and No. 11 
Northwestern.

The 2024 NCAA Tournament begins on 
March 19 with the First Four at Dayton’s UD 
Arena and runs until the national champion-
ship game at State Farm Stadium in Glen-
dale, Ariz., on April 8. The entire field of 68 
will be revealed on March 17. 

Five-Star Guard Peterson
Enjoys Second Visit To OSU

Huntington (W.Va.) Prep five-star shooting 
guard Darryn Peterson (6-5, 195) – one of 
the best prospects in the 2025 class – took 
his second unofficial visit to Ohio State on 
Oct. 21. Peterson, who visited with his fam-
ily and was seen taking in the football team’s 
20-12 victory over Penn State, was reported-
ly impressed by the campus and Holtmann’s 
program, with his father, Darryl, saying that it 
affirmed their interest in the Buckeyes. 

“We always said Ohio State from the be-
ginning, just being Ohio guys,” he told The 
Columbus Dispatch. “But people (were) say-
ing, ‘Can you get everything you want from a 
place like that?’ Going on campus for the sec-
ond time, it answered the question the first 
time but that was more of a visit, seeing the 
place. 

“This time it was more, we saw film, saw 
some offensive stuff, and saw the practices. 
The time was more letting us see that we 
can get what we need from a place like Ohio 
State.” 

Peterson, who grew up in northeast Ohio 
and attended Cuyahoga Valley (Ohio) Chris-
tian Academy last year, has shown increasing 
interest in Ohio State this fall. He placed the 
Buckeyes in his top 16 list of schools on Sept. 
23, a list that included Big Ten rivals Indiana, 
Michigan and Michigan State along with blue 
bloods Kentucky, North Carolina, and UCLA, 
among others.

According to the Dispatch, Peterson is 
also planning to put Ohio State in his top 
eight, which he is planning to reveal in the 
coming months, a decision that was made 
because Holtmann’s program has shown that 
he can get all the resources and guidance 
he needs in Columbus to thrive and take his 
game to the next level.

“All these places are great, but we’re Ohio 
guys,” Darryl Peterson said. “We’re an Ohio 
family. Ohio State means a lot to us as a fam-
ily, being a hometown kid. We’ve been to all 
the top campuses – Kentucky and Kansas 
and all these places – and Ohio State’s facility 
and everything is just as great. You don’t have 
to go to those big places to get everything that 
you need. It feels good to see they have that 
kind of stuff here at home.”

Peterson is entering his junior season at 
Huntington Prep as the nation’s third-best 

prospect, No. 1 shooting guard and the No. 
1 player in West Virginia. With his stock ris-
ing this fall, Peterson and his family have set 
their sights on him developing into a nation-
ally recognized prospect with one-and-done 
potential.

The junior also has plans to win at the 
collegiate level, and luckily for Ohio State, he 
and his family see the Buckeyes being able to 
provide both. 

“You’ve got to love who loves you,” Darryl 
Peterson said. “One thing about them, they 
make us feel important. They make us feel 
like, ‘Hey, we know he’s a big-time kid who 
can go anywhere, but we can do the same 
thing for him here at Ohio State.’ Darryn 
wants to be a No. 1 pick. They’re saying 
they can help him do that from here. Dar-
ryn wants to win a national championship. 
They’re saying, let’s get that guy, we can do 
that from here.

“Coach Holtmann said, ‘I’ve never had a 
caliber of player ever here as far as this type 
of player,’ a generational talent, the best play-
er since LeBron James in Ohio.”

Other Notes 
And Tidbits 

•	 Minnesota transfer Battle has been 
named one of 20 players on the Julius Erving 
Small Forward of the Year preseason watch 
list, the Naismith Basketball Hall Of Fame 
announced on Oct. 25. He is joined on the list 
by Iowa’s Payton Sandfort, Michigan State’s 
Coen Carr and Wisconsin’s Tyler Wahl, 
among others. 

•	 Glen Head (N.Y.) Long Island Luther-
an four-star power forward Alier Maluk (6-9, 
180), a 2025 prospect, verbally pledged to 
Florida State on Oct. 20. Maluk placed Ohio 
State in his top five list on Oct. 12, a group 
that also included the Seminoles, LSU, Pitts-
burgh and Oregon. 

•	 In national recruiting news, Mont-
verde, Fla. Montverde Academy five-star pow-
er forward Cooper Flagg (6-8, 195), a 2024 
prospect, announced his pledge to Duke on 
Oct. 30. Flagg is the top overall prospect in 
high school and the unanimous favorite to be 
the No. 1 pick in the 2025 NBA draft. He com-
mitted to the Blue Devils over UConn.
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DOUBLE DOUBLE 
DRIBBLEDRIBBLE

Braden MolesBraden Moles

Sophomore McMahon Adding Responsibility
Ohio State sophomore forward Cotie 

McMahon is entering just her second sea-
son with the program, but she is expected 
to be among the team’s leaders this year – 
both on and off the floor – after a breakout 
freshman campaign.

While McMahon’s talent was evident, 
averaging 15.1 points and 5.5 rebounds 
on 51.0 percent shooting, it’s her lead-
ership that has impressed coaches and 
teammates this offseason, with the al-
ready vocal and outspoken McMahon tak-
ing a further step in that area.

“She’s out there and doing a good job 
of communicating,” head coach Kevin Mc-
Guff said. “She’s playing really hard and 
setting a great example in terms of her 
effort and intensity on a daily basis, so I 
think she’s taken some positive steps in 
that space.”

McMahon said earlier in the offseason 
that she feels a greater responsibility to 
step up for Ohio State as a leader, espe-
cially with Taylor Mikesell no longer here. 
That includes setting the tone in practice 
– and eventually in games – and lifting her 
teammates up when needed.

It won’t be fully realized until the Buck-
eyes take the court this season, but it’s a 
task that McMahon has taken head on.

“It’s made me want to better myself for 
my team,” she said. “Every day they expect 
me to show up ready to work and with a 
positive attitude and just be excited and 
have fun, so that’s what I’m going to do.

“Basketball, it’s very serious, but it 
doesn’t always need to be serious. What 
they look for out of me is to come in and 
just make it fun, make it less serious and 
more relaxed.”

For as much responsibility as Mc-
Mahon is adding in the leadership de-
partment, there’s just as much pressure 
adding to her on-the-court performance, 
where she could take a leap as one of the 
best players in the Big Ten – and maybe 
even in the country. In line to be the fo-
cal point of Ohio State’s offensive efforts, 

McMahon is expected to expand her scor-
ing output while continuing to refine her 
game.

It’s been well-reflected in preseason 
honors, with McMahon named a presea-
son All-Big Ten selection as well as to the 
watch list for the Cheryl Miller Award, giv-
en to the best small forward in women’s 
college basketball. But those accolades 
don’t mean much to McMahon if she and 
the Buckeyes are not where they want to 
be at the end of the season.

“I’m very blessed to have all the acco-
lades and stuff like that, but that means 
nothing without proving yourself each 
year,” she said. “Honestly, each year is 
a whole new clean slate. Going into my 
sophomore year is just like going into my 
freshman year. I have something to prove. 
It’s just kind of the same mentality – not 
too much pressure, just play my game, 
and everything else will take care of itself.”

Team Chemistry
Continues Building

Ohio State is expected to have a new 
starter in guard Celeste Taylor as well as a 
rotational piece in forward Taiyier Parks, 
who are both coming into the program as 
transfers, with Taylor arriving from Duke 
and Parks coming from Michigan State.

Chemistry between new teammates is 
always a work in progress – and will not 
truly become apparent until the season 
begins – but McGuff believes the team is 
in a good spot when it comes to assimilat-
ing the newest Buckeyes.

“I think the chemistry is good,” he said. 
“I like the way the kids are playing togeth-
er and sharing the ball, so I think that’s a 
good space.”

Taylor has made a particularly strong 
impact on her teammates, coming in to 
help Ohio State’s efforts on the defensive 
end of the floor. But while Taylor – the 
reigning ACC Defensive Player of the Year 
– was always going to excel on defense, 
she has continued to take steps on the of-
fensive end, where Ohio State will need 
her following the departure of Mikesell, 
who shot the lights out at shooting guard 
over the last two seasons.

“She’s awesome,” fifth-year guard Jacy 
Sheldon said of Taylor. “We got along right 
when she got here, but the chemistry with 
me and her playing has gotten a lot better, 
and it’s going to continue to get better as 

we play.
“She’s really fun to play with, she’s easy 

to play with and gets her hands on every-
thing. She’s really good on the offensive 
side of the ball, too, so we love that she’s 
here and we’re super happy. She’s going to 
help us a lot.”

McGuff Could Employ
Larger Guard Rotation

Ohio State’s rotation at guard over the 
last few seasons has mostly been limited 
to Sheldon and Mikesell playing the ma-
jority of minutes with Rikki Harris coming 
off the bench, but this season, McGuff is 
hoping to spread minutes around for the 
Buckeye guards.

“Knock on wood, if we can stay healthy, 
we’ll have a larger rotation than what 
we’ve had in the past,” he said. “I think 
that will be really beneficial for resting 
people like Jacy a little bit more than we 
have in the past.”

Sheldon and Taylor are still expected 
to play the majority of minutes at guard 
– along with Taylor Thierry, though she is 
arguably the most positionless player on 
the roster – but McGuff has no shortage of 
potential options beyond those three.

Harris is still expected to be first off the 
bench for Ohio State, but the Buckeyes 
can also look to sophomore Emma Shu-
mate, who led the team with 27 blocks 
last season, as well as sophomores Kaia 
Henderson and Kennedy Cambridge.

Neither Henderson nor Cambridge 
played much last season – with Cam-
bridge’s freshman season played at Ken-
tucky – but could see extended minutes 
this year as Ohio State grapples with the 
reality of losing Sheldon and Taylor fol-
lowing this season. There’s also a case to 
be made for freshman guard Diana Collins 
– assuming she is ready to play – getting 
some minutes in her first year, because 
she has the talent to see a significant role 
for the Buckeyes beginning next season.

While Ohio State is not going to take 
important minutes away from Sheldon 
and Taylor this season as the team looks 
to return to the Elite Eight, McGuff said 
they will look at ways to get some of the 
younger guards on the roster into games.

“We’ll put the focus on making sure we 
win and have the best year we can possi-
bly have,” he said, “but we certainly want 
to get some of the younger players some 
minutes just to get some experience for 
the future.”

Greene Continues Rehab, Other
Open Practice Observations

Ohio State held an open practice on 
Oct. 30 at The Schottenstein Center, with 
the team practicing in front of a couple 
hundred fans just days ahead of the sea-

son beginning, followed by a meet-and-
greet for fans with the players and coach-
es.

“I want to thank you all for coming out 
today,” McGuff said. “We’re really excited 
about the season. We’re really proud of 
the young women we have in the program. 
We’ve got great kids that are working ex-
tremely hard, and we’re really excited 
about this season.

“We’re going to really need your help 
because we have one of the most difficult 
schedules in the country. We’re playing re-
ally excellent teams in the nonconference, 
and then the Big Ten schedule is going to 
be one of the hardest that we’ve ever had.

“But we need you guys to be at the 
Schott. We need you to bring your friends, 
your neighbors, your cousins, anybody you 
can get to come with you, because it’s go-
ing to be a great season and we’re looking 
forward to you guys being along for the 
ride with us.”

During the open practice session, Mad-
ison Greene appeared to be a full partic-
ipant, running drills alongside her team-
mates and doing so without a brace. But 
McGuff cautioned that Greene, who is ex-
pected back in mid-November, is not fully 
cleared yet.

“Madison’s doing things but not full-
go yet,” McGuff said. “But outside of that, 
we’re in good shape. She’s doing some 
stuff on the court with us. Not full-go, but 
getting closer.”

Also of note during the practice was an 
apparent starting five that shaped up for 
the Buckeyes, including Sheldon, Taylor, 
Thierry, McMahon and forward Rebeka 
Mikulášiková. While Mikulášiková ended 
up out of Ohio State’s starting lineup by 
the time last season ended, McGuff has 
been pleased with how she has handled 
her offseason and expects her to be a 
starter again for the Buckeyes this year.

The Buckeyes appeared otherwise 
healthy, with all 15 scholarship players 
participating in the open practice. That in-
cludes Cambridge, who had not been seen 
practicing so far this offseason due to an 
undisclosed reason.

Other Notes
And Tidbits

•	 Ohio State held a secret scrimmage 
at Kentucky on Oct. 28, and while a score 
has yet to leak out, McGuff felt positive 
coming out of the scrimmage, saying, “It 
was good to play an SEC opponent. They 
have some talent. So overall, I’d say pretty 
good.”

•	 This issue of Buckeye Sports Bulle-
tin went to press on Nov. 6, the day of Ohio 
State’s season opener at No. 21 USC. For 
full coverage, visit BuckeyeSports.com, 
and look for a full recap in our next issue.

OSU Women’s Basketball Verbal Commitments
Players in the class of 2024 who have issued a verbal commitment to play basketball  at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Stars High School/Previous Team
Seini Hicks F 6-0 Cincinnati Purcell Marian
Ella Hobbs F 6-4 «««« Concord (N.C.) J.M. Robinson
Elsa Lemmilä C 6-6 Espoo (Finland) Tapiolan Honka 
Ava Watson G 5-7 «««« Buford, Ga.

This is your PROOF for Final Ad Approval

E-mail:   (ad changes only)
            pattyewing1@gmail.com

Please proof the ad in its entirety. Specifically check offers, phone numbers, hours and expiration
dates. We are not responsible for errors you fail to correct. Unless ad corrections are received—
the ad will be published as shown.

Call Becky Roberts at Buckeye Sports Bulletin 486-2202 if you have any questions.

© Copyright 2020 Patty Ewing, Ewing Design. All rights reserved.

The artwork, graphics and design in this ad are protected by copyright. Designs are under copyright protection. Except as specifically permitted,
no portion of this ad may be distributed or reproduced by any means, or in any form, without the prior written permission of Patty Ewing. 
pattyewing1@gmail.com

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City __________________________________  State _____  Zip __________

Mail check to: 
Buckeye Boosters, 921 Chatham Ln., #301F, Columbus, OH 43221

$100/ Year 614 326-3300
buckeyeboosters.com

Kick-Off Dinner

Travel to Away
Football Games

Annual Celebrity
Golf Outing

Meeting with Coaches,
at the Woody Hayes 

Athletic Center 

36 • BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Nov. 11, 2023 BuckeyeSports.com



IN THE CREASEIN THE CREASE
Craig MerzCraig Merz

OHIO STATE MEN’S ICE HOCKEY

Former Bucks Lohrei, Tomkins Have A Night
The second night of November was spe-

cial for the Ohio State men’s hockey team 
and a historic one for the NHL.

No, the milestones set by two former 
Buckeyes were not about performance or 
setting records, but their appearances on the 
ice created a pair of firsts. In Columbus at 
Nationwide Arena, Matt Tomkins made his 
second NHL start for the Tampa Bay Light-
ning to become the first Ohio State goalten-
der in NHL history to play against the home-
town Blue Jackets.

Meanwhile, in Boston, defenseman Ma-
son Lohrei, who at this time a year ago was 
in his sophomore season for the Buckeyes, 
made his NHL debut for the Bruins vs. the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. He was born in Ba-
ton Rouge while his father, David, was head 
coach of the Kingfish of the ECHL, making 
him the first Louisiana-born player to play at 
least one regular-season or playoff game in 
the NHL.

With Lohrei making it official, the NHL 
said 42 U.S. states (plus the District of Co-
lumbia) have had at least one player play for 
an NHL team. The eight remaining states 
are Arkansas, Hawaii, Kansas, Kentucky, 
New Mexico, Tennessee, West Virginia and 
Wyoming. 

The results were mixed for Tomkins and 
Lohrei. Tomkins, a seventh-round selection 
(No. 199) by the Chicago Blackhawks in the 
2012 NHL draft who played for Ohio State 
from 2013-17, came within 20 minutes of his 
first NHL victory before the Blue Jackets ral-
lied from a 2-1 deficit in the third period for a 
4-2 win, including an empty-net goal. 

Lohrei, 22, made a strong first impres-
sion after his call-up from Providence of the 
American Hockey League. With three reg-
ular defensemen out of the Bruins’ lineup, 
he logged 21:28 of ice time, a high number 
for a player in his debut, in the 3-2 shootout 
win. He also earned his first point with a sec-
ondary assist on a first-period goal by Pavel 
Zacha.

“He was dynamite. He played really well,” 
Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery said. 
“His poise with the puck in all three zones 
was very noticeable. He made a lot of intelli-
gent hockey plays.”

Montgomery had a simple message for 
Lohrei before the game: “Enjoy the moment. 
You belong in the league. Show everybody 
why.”

 And Lohrei listened to his coach.
“Once the puck drops, you get rid of the 

nerves pretty quick and you’re just playing 
the game,” he said. “I felt good. I was trying to 
keep it simple and had some good partners 
to work with. Keep it simple, play fast, use my 
poise to make plays when I can.”

The fact Montgomery had no hesitation 
rolling with Lohrei did not go unnoticed by 
the rookie.

“You get pretty comfortable, and it’s good 
for your confidence when they keep calling 

your number,” said Lohrei, who even got 1:43 
of ice time on the penalty kill.

“I’ve penalty killed my whole life. I did it 
in junior, we had a really good penalty kill at 
Ohio State, so it’s not new to me,” he said. 
“Obviously doing it up here is new and hard-
er, but it’s a great group up here to learn from. 
Coach ( Joe) Sacco has been great, watching 
film and stuff. I just try to use my stick and my 
size. I like to play all situations, and the PK is 
one of them.”

Lohrei’s strength is his offensive skills, 
but he’s learning the defensive side and al-
most made the Bruins’ roster at the begin-
ning of the season.

“You could see in training camp that he’s 
gifted,” Bruins captain Brad Marchand said. 
“Big kid, skates well, really smart with the 
puck. What I liked about his game tonight is 
he didn’t try to do too much. That’s where you 
can get in trouble a little bit. When you have 
that kind of talent and ability, you sometimes 
want to try to do too much, and he didn’t do 
that. He made strong plays, competed hard 
and took what was in front of him. He had a 
really good game.”

Letdown
Tomkins, 29, took a longer route than 

Lohrei to the NHL. He spent many years in 
the North American minor leagues before 
heading overseas. He signed with the Light-
ing in the offseason and was added to the 
roster when All-Star goalie Andrei Vasilevs-
kiy injured his back earlier this season. 

Jonas Johansson became the starter, and 

Tomkins made his debut on Oct. 15, making 
34 saves in a 5-2 loss to the Ottawa Senators. 
Lightning defenseman Darren Raddysh said 
prior to the game in Columbus that he and 
his teammates were driven to play well in 
front of Tomkins. 

“You want to do your best for a guy like 
him. He’s an unbelievable dude,” Raddysh 
said. “He’s a great teammate. I’ve known 
him for seven years now when we started 
together in Rockford (AHL). To see him get 
the opportunity and how hard he works and 
everything he does, it gives us a little bit of 
motivation to try to get him this first win and 
try to start this career for him.

“He earned his dues and he’s here now, 
and I think he’s a pretty good goalie.”

Lightning coach Jon Cooper said starting 
Tomkins in Columbus was on his mind, but 
the schedule was the main factor. 

“When you talk to him,” Cooper said, “I 
think he’s the first one that says he cherish-
es this league so whether he was playing or 
not, he’s pretty happy-go-lucky and just gives 
you that, ‘Put me in, Coach, I’m ready to go 
anytime.’

“But for us, we don’t completely calculate 
where guys are going to play, but we do have 
a plan and we’ve had some days off between 
games and so it’s pretty easy for ( Johansson), 
I think, to handle those, but now the games 
get a little more condensed and Tom is going 
to play. This one just kind of fit on the calen-
dar at the right time for him. So, it’s out of the 
corner of our eye, we did notice that he’s had 
success here (with Ohio State).”

Tomkins made a save on a breakaway by 
Johnny Gaudreau in the opening minute and 
looked comfortable holding the lead going 
into the third period before the Blue Jackets 
scored a pair of quick goals to take the lead.

“I feel bad for Matty,” Lightning captain 
Steven Stamkos said. “He played two awe-
some games and doesn’t have anything to 
show for it. That’s on us as a team to reward 
him for the effort he’s given and the perfor-
mances he’s had. Hopefully, he’ll get another 

crack.”
Cooper was displeased by the team’s ef-

fort more so than Tomkins in the final period.
“His confidence shouldn’t be down,” the 

coach said. “He didn’t have that tough a night 
until we gave up some looks in the third pe-
riod. You feel bad he couldn’t come up with 
one of those, but I don’t know if anybody is 
(going to).

“It’s too bad because for most of the game 
he played well enough to win. A disappoint-
ing third period, no question.”

Tomkins wasn’t the first Ohio State goal-
ie to play against an Ohio NHL team, how-
ever. Bill McKenzie, who would later be a 
longtime assistant to Ohio State coach Jerry 
Welsh, played for the Colorado Rockies twice 
against the Cleveland Barons in the 1977-78 
season in matchups of soon-to-be defunct 
franchises.

Spartan Result 
No. 12 Michigan State defeated the No. 

13 Buckeyes 6-0 and 5-4 at Value City Arena 
on Nov. 3-4.

The Spartans (7-3-0, 2-0-0) scored twice 
in the first period of the opener, added anoth-
er in the second then dominated with three 
more scores in the final period.

Ohio State (3-3-3, 0-3-1) got off to a good 
start in the rematch when Brent Johnson 
scored 11 seconds into the game, but the 
Buckeyes couldn’t hold a 4-3 lead early in the 
third. Defenseman Scooter Brickey had two 
goals for the Buckeyes. 

Up Next
The Buckeyes will travel to South Bend, 

Ind., for a series against Notre Dame on Nov. 
10-11, with both games available to watch on 
Peacock.

For a complete recap of the Michigan 
State series go to the BuckeyeSports.com 
website, free to all Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
subscribers.
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FILE PHOTO
BAYOU STATE BUCKEYE — Former 
Ohio State defenseman Mason Loh-
rei made his NHL debut for the Bos-
ton Bruins on Nov. 2, becoming the 
first Louisiana-born player to com-
pete in an NHL game.
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RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per 
word, 10 cents for more than one inser-
tion. Minimum order of $5. No agency 
discounts. Make checks payable to Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin. We accept Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover and American Express.

All ads are uniformly set with the first 
two words set in boldface capital letters at 
no charge. However, no other words may be 
set in boldface. Anyone planning a larger or 
more distinct ad may receive our ad rate card 
upon request. 

We reserve the right to request additional 
information or merchandise be submitted 
from advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad, 
and we reserve the right to refuse advertise-
ments considered objectionable. 

Deadline is one week prior to publication 
date. Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Box 
12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212 for info.

WANTED TO buy: OSU football 
memorabilia and equipment, programs, 
pennants, glasses, books, jerseys, helmets, 
ticket stubs. One item or a hundred. Will 
travel. Call George at (614) 506-1081.

WANTED TO buy: OSU basketball 
tickets/stubs from the 1960s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s 
& 2000s. Call Mike at (704) 995-0414.

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-

orabilia, programs, ticket stubs, pennants, 
championship rings, gold pants, helmets, 
autographs, game-used equipment, small 
or large collections. Call Chris at (419) 
957-6789.

LOGE SUBLEASE: Desire to sub-
lease a loge for Ohio State football vs. 
Michigan State Nov. 11. If you’re willing 
to sublease your loge, plesae contact Mike 
Herbert at (419) 937-7374.

BUCKEYE GAMEDAY Memories: A 
new book of short stories about humorous 
gameday experiences in the 1960s through 
the 2010s by Tim Sullivan. Available on 
Amazon.com.

FOR SALE — OSU-MICHIGAN 
Game, 1975 - original RADIO broadcast on 
CD!   Woody’s last great team & Archie’s last 
UM game as Bucks go 11-0!   Three-disk set 
runs 3½ hours!   Listen in your car!  $25 + $3 
S & H.  Call 1-630-527-8890!

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz 
and other members of the BSB staff are 
available to speak at your business, social or 
alumni group meetings. Informative and fun. 
Call (614) 486-2202 for details.
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Expectations can be a maddening thing.
It turns what should be a reason to cele-

brate into something to be concerned about. 
It takes the joy from an accomplishment and 
makes you wonder whether you accomplished 
anything at all. It’s what Ohio State has to live 
with every week of every football season.

The latest example is its 35-16 victory 
over Rutgers. The Buckeyes went on the road 
against an improving team and covered an 
18.5-point spread yet still had a bunch of de-
tractors within their own fan base. They start 
too slow. The quarterback is mid. The line-
backers stink. Why do they even have special 
teams?

All of those are actual social media com-
ments either during or after the contest – a 
contest that, from this perch, wasn’t any rea-
son to get up in arms.

The fact that the Buckeyes have beaten 
Rutgers like a drum in every previous meeting 
probably had a bit to do with the tepid reaction 
after the victory. Rutgers led at halftime, and 
it was actually able to put together a few solid 
drives but not ultimately able to cash them in.

Too many people remember Rutgers as 
1970s-era Northwestern, which it was when it 
entered the Big Ten. But Greg Schiano – who 
turned the Scarlet Knights into a more than 
respectable outfit in his first coaching stint – 
seems to know what buttons to push to get 
the program going. Rutgers is already bowl-el-

igible and has one of the tougher defenses 
around. The corners are really good, and Aar-
on Lewis will be a Sunday player.

The fact that Rutgers led Ohio State at half-
time showed that the Scarlet Knights are pro-
gressing but have not quite reached the level to 
which they aspire.

“I think it’s one of the signs. I think there 
are a lot of signs,” Schiano said. “The way that 
we played defense today, we’ve played all sea-
son, the way that we ran the ball. But we also 
gave up a pick-six. There’s a lot of signs, good 
and not so good. But we are getting better. I 
don’t know how to put it other than we are not 
there yet. We are a work-in-progress.”

So while the Buckeyes dwarf Rutgers in 
terms of talent, we all know that talent alone 
doesn’t automatically add up to victories. In 
football especially, talent can take a back seat 
to chemistry. Right now, it looks like the Buck-
eyes are going more on the latter than the for-
mer. But it’s working, whatever the formula.

And that’s all that is important at the mo-
ment. 

Ohio State settled in at No. 1 in the initial 
College Football Playoff rankings that were 
released on Oct. 31, but that ensures the Buck-
eyes absolutely nothing. And Ryan Day knows 
this.

“Our goal is to be No. 1 at the end,” Day 
said. “All it means is we are off to a good start, 
and we’ve beaten some good teams. It doesn’t 
mean anything to us. It’s good for the fans. We 
know we’re going to take everyone’s best shot, 
and we did today. Give Rutgers credit.”

Rutgers was able to run the ball a bit bet-
ter than other teams have and got inventive 
when running back Kyle Monangai broke off a 
45-yard run to the shadow of Ohio State’s end 
zone. Rutgers used a version of the fumbler-

ooski, with quarterback Gavin Wimsatt taking 
the snap then putting the ball between his legs 
and handing it off to Monangai, who broke a 
tackle at the line of scrimmage and scampered 
to daylight. It was the first play of 40-plus yards 
allowed by the Buckeyes all year, but as it has 
so many times this season, the defense stiff-
ened and limited Rutgers to a field goal.

That was the story of the day, really. Rut-
gers ventured into OSU’s red zone six times 
but scored only one touchdown. After a 93-
yard pick six by Jordan Hancock made the 
score 14-9 Ohio State, there was never much 
worry about the outcome, at least from here. It 
seemed to give the Buckeyes confidence, too.

“It was a point there in the second half we 
put the defense in a tough spot. Rutgers got 
the ball in our territory, and the defense hung 
in there,” Day said. “The pick-six certainly 
opened things up.”

Ohio State scored 28 points after halftime, 
largely because it leaned on TreVeyon Hender-
son to get things going. For the second straight 
week, Henderson was the catalyst for the of-
fense, finishing with 128 yards and a touch-
down on 22 carries and adding 80 more yards 
on five receptions. 

It’s been said before in this space but will 
be said again – it’s jaw-dropping how quick 
Henderson’s feet and burst are. He sees a hole, 
shifts his weight almost imperceptibly and 
goes,  usually for a big gain. He can also get 
physical, as he showed with a couple of shoul-
der-leaning finishes that stopped Rutgers de-
fenders in their tracks.

Henderson had just 51 yards at the break, 
but Ohio State went to him early and often in 
the second 30 minutes because it found some-
thing to exploit in Rutgers’ defense.

“Early on, they were playing us in a two-
high shell,” Day said. “They dropped the safe-
ties real deep and put clouds on both sides to 
take that part away, so we kind of recognized 
that at halftime and realized we’ve got to be 
patient enough to run the ball down the field. 
You’d have to ask Greg, but their philosophy 
was probably, ‘Well, they’re going to have to be 
patient enough to run the ball down the field 
and take the receivers out of the game.’ ”

Rutgers brings the added element of a run-
ning quarterback, but Ohio State did a pretty 
good job keeping Wimsatt in check. He man-
aged just 3.8 yards per carry and had just one 
long run, of 17 yards. His passing is a work in 
progress, which allowed the Buckeyes to chan-
nel their focus toward stopping the Scarlet 
Knights’ ground attack.

“I feel like this team finds a way,” Day said. 
“They don’t panic, they keep swinging, they 
keep fighting. We said in the offseason how we 
want to play better in the second half. We’re 
going to continue to do that – take care of the 
ball better. I thought we played well in the sec-
ond half. You have to bring it every week, and I 
think our guys are doing that.”

The win was another step in the progres-
sion of Kyle McCord as quarterback, and un-
like Wisconsin, where he seemed to never re-
ally settle in, McCord was quite good against 
Rutgers. He completed 73.1 percent of his 
passes and really threw just one bad one all 
day, which resulted in an interception. People 
lament that he isn’t seeing open receivers or 
that he holds the ball too long. Both things may 
be true.

But here is the bottom line – he is learning 

to not put the ball in harm’s way, so instead of 
forcing it into a spot, he checks it down, lives 
to fight another play. You can do that when you 
have a defense as good as Ohio State’s is.

So McCord isn’t the next Justin Fields or 
C.J. Stroud. Who is? Those guys don’t come 
along very often. Fans need to allow him to be 
who he is – a tough competitor who seems to 
get better as the game goes on, and who thrives 
at crunch time. If they can take the warts that 
come with it, they will be much better off. 

Stumbling Out Of The Blocks
During Day’s tenure as head coach, Ohio 

State is known for putting up what analysts 
called an avalanche of points. It might take a 
series or two, but once the offense got going it 
was, “Katy, bar the door.” Most teams are help-
less to stop it, but this year has been different. 

Ohio State has scored just 54 points in 
the first quarter, just a touchdown on average. 
That leads people to believe that the Buckeyes 
are solely a second-half team. 

While they have been more consistent in 
the second half, it might be surprising to learn 
that OSU has scored more points in the sec-
ond quarter (86) than any other quarter this 
season. That’s almost 10 points on average, 
a good portion of Ohio State’s 32.8 points per 
game.

There isn’t much concern about the start, 
at least from the players.

“We were not worried. We have been a sec-
ond-half team all year,” said receiver Marvin 
Harrison Jr., who finished with just 25 yards 
on four catches against Rutgers. But two of 
those grabs were fourth-quarter touchdowns 
on back-shoulder fades. “It’s unfortunate we 
haven’t gotten off to the start we would like, but 
we weren’t worried.”

Down The Stretch They Come
As the calendar grows shorter, the window 

of opportunity grows smaller. There will be 
fewer chances for teams to polish up their ré-
sumés as the bulk of the work is behind them.

There are still some potential sea-
son-changing matchups on Nov. 11, including 
Ole Miss (which has its only loss against Ala-
bama) going to Georgia; unbeaten Washington 
hosting Utah, who knocked off the Huskies the 
last time they played in Seattle in 2019; Ore-
gon facing a desperate USC; and Michigan 
facing Penn State, with both teams having a 
ton on the line.

Those games will help to shape the Col-
lege Football Playoff, for good or bad, as will 
the games played during the rest of Novem-
ber, so it will all work itself out. For now, these 
are who this scribe feels are the most accom-
plished teams in college football:

1. Ohio State (9-0)
2. Washington (9-0)
3. Florida State (9-0)
4. Texas (8-1)
5. Georgia (9-0)
6. Alabama (8-1)
7. Michigan (9-0)
8. Oregon (8-1)
9. Ole Miss (8-1)
10. Penn State (8-1)
11. Louisville (8-1)
12. Kansas (7-2)
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Frank Moskowitz, PublisherFrank Moskowitz, Publisher

As most of you know, we have been looking 
back – both in print and online – at Ohio State’s 
1998 football team, one of the better editions of 
the club, but one that left most Buckeye fans un-
fulfilled, despite a No. 2 finish in the county when 
all was said and done. This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of the ’98 team.

As our look back at the team progressed 
through the fall, all of us knew what was ulti-
mately coming in our coverage, and it finally 
came. The Friday before Ohio State’s game with 
Rutgers, I edited Mark Rea’s comprehensive look 
at Michigan State’s stunning upset of the Buck-
eyes (see pages 22-23) on Nov. 7, 1998, derailing 
what seemed an inevitable march to OSU’s first 
national championship in 30 years. It was one 
of the biggest upsets of the Buckeyes in school 
history.

After reading the story, I had monumental 
upsets on my mind while watching the current 
Buckeyes tangle with the Scarlet Knights. When 
Rutgers took a 9-7 lead into halftime, I assumed 
Ohio State’s superior talent would ultimately 
wear Greg Schiano’s team down, but there was 
that slight seed of doubt in the back of my mind. 
As I expected, the Buckeyes took a 21-9 lead late 
in the third quarter, and with the Buckeyes’ stout 
defense, I figured the game was finally under 
control.

But I will admit in front of the entire Buckeye 
Sports Bulletin Nation that when Rutgers scored 
a touchdown to start the fourth quarter and pull 
to 21-16, I wondered – or is it worried – if I was 
about to witness another monumental upset. 
Footballs bounce funny ways – see the Michi-
gan State upset – and Schiano is known for his 
bag of tricks. His well-coached team had both 
moved the ball against the vaunted OSU defense 
and confounded Ohio State quarterback Kyle 
McCord at times as well. Was it possible that I 
would witness an upset of the Buckeyes even big-
ger than that by the Spartans?

No.
For all the things that Rutgers had going for 

it, there were two things that the Knights didn’t 
have – TreVeyon Henderson and Marvin Harri-
son Jr. Leading by five points and facing a third-
and-9 at their own 26 early in the fourth quarter, 
the Buckeyes were at a possible upset cross-
roads. McCord threw a short pass to Henderson, 
who bobbed and weaved his way 65 yards to the 
Rutgers 9. Three plays later McCord hit Harri-
son for a 4-yard touchdown, and even a Nervous 
Nellie like me knew that there wasn’t going to be 
a monumental upset on this afternoon. Harrison 
tacked on another touchdown reception to make 
the final score a more respectable 35-16. 

Years from now people scanning the record 
book will see a 19-point Ohio State victory. Little 
will they know that there was a possibility of a 
big upset. Schiano has taken his team a long way 
since returning to Rutgers, but not quite that far.

Rutgers Odds And Ends
•	 While Ohio State is playing solid defense 

under Jim Knowles this season, that was not the 
case in 2018, when the Buckeyes had one of the 
worst defenses in program history, a porous de-
fense that may have cost Ohio State a shot at a 
national championship.

Schiano was defensive coordinator of that 
team, along with Alex Grinch, who would leave 
for Oklahoma after that season and then follow 
Lincoln Riley to USC as his defensive coordina-
tor. Buckeye fans were playing the blame game 
back in 2018 as to who was responsible for the 
terrible defense. For some reason, Buckeye Na-
tion had a bug up its butt about Schiano and fre-
quently blamed him.

Fast-forward to 2023. Even after yielding 

35 points to Ohio State – six on an interception 
return – Schiano’s Scarlet Knights rank 20th in 
the country in scoring defense (17.9 points) and 
10th in total defense at 282.4 yards per game.

Meanwhile, Grinch was relieved of his DC du-
ties at USC on Nov. 5 with two games to go in the 
regular season. The Trojans are giving up 34.5 
points, to rank 121st in the country, and 436.0 
yards to place 119th at a school with far more 
football resources than Rutgers.

When it comes to 2018, you be the judge. 
• Schiano is not only known for his defensive 

acumen, but he is also known for his penchant 
for the trick play. In the second quarter of the 
game with Ohio State, the Scarlet Knights pulled 
off a 45-yard bit of trickery on a play the television 
announcers referred to as the “fumblerooski” 
play. At the time I wished that I was listening to 
the game on radio because Buckeye analyst Jim 
Lachey was part of a failed fumblerooski play in 
the 1983 Ohio State-Michigan game.

By name alone, you would think that a fum-
blerooski would require a fumble. In Rutger’s 
version, the ball never hit the ground. Rather, 
quarterback Gavin Wimsatt passed the ball 
through his legs to Kyle Monangai, who was off 
to the races. 

According to BSB at the time, Ohio State’s 
version was designed to work like this: “Center 
Joe Dooley would snap the ball to quarterback 
Mike Tomczak, then quickly return it to the 
ground. Guard Jim Lachey would then scoop up 
the ball and head for the great green field that 
would lay in front of him,” BSB reported.

The Wolverines were leading 17-14 with 
about 11 minutes to go in the game, when coach 
Earle Bruce called “Lachey Right.”

Tomczak explained what went wrong: “The 
center, of course, touched my hands with the ball 
to make the ball live. He did that, and I guess the 
nose guard just stuck our center pretty good – 
he came off the ball pretty good – and the ball 
was trapped under our center and the defensive 
lineman. Jim never had a chance to pick it up 
because there was too much congestion inside 
there.”

The Wolverines would go on to win, 24-21.
Lachey, described as somber, had little to say 

about the play after the game.
“I don’t know,” he said. “It just didn’t work 

out.”
A young Buckeye assistant coach, Jim 

Tressel, was a little more pragmatic.
“You never want to look back and second 

guess,” the quarterbacks and receivers coach 
said. “You’ve got to do what you think is right at 
the moment and then handle the consequences.

“It’s one of those things that if it works, we 
look like geniuses, and we might put the game 
away.”

Giant Childhood Memories
As a kid growing up in Washington, D.C., I 

had no idea I would end up going to Ohio State, 
much less end up as the publisher of a newspa-
per devoted to Ohio State University sports. But 
I knew I loved baseball. Sadly, in the infancy of 
my love affair with the game, the team that was 
always referred to at the time as the “old” Wash-
ington Senators, whisked off to Minneapolis-St. 
Paul in 1961, taking stars like Harmon Kille-
brew with it, leaving us with the so-called “new” 
Senators, an expansion club that in its 11 years 
of existence before moving Texas in 1972 to be-
come the Rangers, gave new meaning to the old 

adage, “First in war, first in peace and last in the 
American League.”

One thing that stunted the success – both on 
the field and at the turnstiles – of the new Wash-
ington Senators was their complete lack of star 
power. Unless you consider Jimmy Piersall – way 
past his prime – a star, there were not any players 
to make you want to come out and see the team. 
Except for one.

Frank Howard.
I doubt that I even knew at the time that 

Howard, who passed away on Oct. 30, played at 
Ohio State, or that he had played basketball in 
Columbus as well. I just knew that he gave the 
few fans of the club a reason to come out to what 
was then D.C. Stadium. There was always the 
chance that you might see the giant Howard hit 
one of his majestic home run shots. With little 
to distinguish the franchise, management took to 
painting seats where some of his longest blasts 
landed (the seats were empty of course). Late 
in his career I saw Mickey Mantle hit a monster 
shot into the empty right field upper deck. Let 
me assure you, Mantle’s blast was nowhere near 
the distance of Howard’s home runs to the upper 
deck in center field. His hits were comparable to 
shots by Mark McGwire during his most juiced 
days.

Long after I had moved on to Columbus and 
ultimately become publisher of BSB, the current 
Washington Nationals were on the verge of mak-
ing their first playoff in 2012. New York Times 
reporter and Washington native Peter Khoury, 
similar in age to me, wrote of his only passing in-
terest in the Nationals and his enduring passion 
for the new Washington Senators. He talked of 
still looking at his Senators baseball cards from 
back in the day.

“Del Unser, Tim Cullen. Paul Casanova. 
They’re all here,” Khoury wrote in the Times. 
“But I display only one baseball player’s card in a 
clear plastic holder on a bookshelf. He is Frank 
Howard, a.k.a. Hondo, whose towering pres-
ence and seemingly effortless display of power 
inspired many a D.C. youngster to swing a bat.”

Like Khoury, I have an autographed picture 
of Howard in his Senators uniform on a shelf in 
my office which someone must have given me 
because I know I never met Howard. Apparently 
Khoury never did either.

“One of the trips we took to R.F.K (the new 
name for D.C. Stadium) with our parents was for 
Camera Day, when fans were allowed onto the 
field before the game to take pictures with the 
players,” Khoury recalled. “By the time we got 
out there, left field was mobbed with people try-
ing to get as close as they could to Hondo. But my 
father managed to get pictures of Paul (Khoury’s 
brother) and me with a couple of players, includ-
ing Dick Billings, a catcher and outfielder.”

Like I said, the Senators didn’t have much 
star power.

I was so moved by my shared experience with 
Khoury that I actually wrote to him and he actu-
ally wrote back. It turned out we grew up in the 
same neighborhood (different schools), even got 
our pizza at the same place – the Zebra Room, a 
legendary Cleveland Park staple, now the site of 
some trendy restaurant.

One thing Khoury would know is that a cou-
ple of years before the Senators headed south, 
we finally got a star other than Howard on the 
club, only he wasn’t a player. Hall of Famer Ted 
Williams took over as manager of the club from 
1969-71 and had an extremely successful collab-

oration with Howard.
Howard had hit 40 or more home runs once 

before Williams’ arrival but had a season for the 
ages in The Splendid Splinter’s first year at the 
helm. Hondo hit 48 home runs in 1969 under 
William’s tutelage, raising his batting average 
from .274 to .296, raising his walks from 54 to 
102 and cutting his strikeouts from 141 to 96. 
More importantly, the duo led the Senators to 
their only winning season (86-76) in the fran-
chise’s brief, 11-year history.

Howard would lead the league with 44 home 
runs the next season, his second home run title, 
126 RBI and 132 walks (the Senators dropped 
to 70-92 and last place), before his numbers be-
gan to wane the following season.

So just remember. While kids in Ohio were 
idolizing Rex Kern in the late ’60s, kids in the 
Washington, D.C., area were idolizing another 
great Buckeye – Frank Howard.

As for the other Buckeye icon to recently pass 
away, I became aware of Bob Knight while at my 
first sportswriting job in the sports information 
office at Bowling Green, shortly after Knight had 
won his first national championship at Indiana 
in 1976. BG sports information director Bob 
Moyers was always looking for unique items to 
promote the Falcons, and the year I was there 
(also the year of the Great Blizzard) he thought 
the fact that BG played the two most recent 
NCAA champions, Indiana and Marquette (back-
to-back no less) was worth a note. Needless to 
say, the Falcons lost both games, but I was aware 
of Knight now.

A couple of years later I was in Columbus and 
much more familiar with Knight, finding myself 
in the middle of the heated rivalry between the 
Buckeyes and the Hoosiers, a rivalry fueled by 
highly competitive basketball and the love-hate 
relationship Buckeye fans had with Knight. As 
heated as that was, and as controversial as the 
1960 Buckeye national championship player 
was, deep down, Ohio State fans always consid-
ered him a Buckeye. It was always exciting to 
see the two teams play, and the Ohio State dou-
ble-overtime victory in St. John Arena in 1991 is 
still the most exciting game I have ever attended.

One thing I will always remember, and some-
thing that proves Knight at least had a sense of 
humor, was when he told of not understanding 
what a “game face” was. He then went into a 
series of funny faces, wondering if those were 
game faces. Google it. It’s worth seeing the clip.

As far as basketball, Knight’s three national 
championships, bettered only by John Wooden 
(10), Mike Krzyzewski, a Knight protégé (5), and 
Adolph Rupp (4), speak for themselves.

Michigan Trials
Don’t forget that any BSB free trial you give 

out right now will include both the Michigan Pre-
view and the Michigan Wrap-up.

Send your names and addresses to BSB at 
subscriptions@buckeyesports.com, mail them to 
P.O Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212, or give 
us a call at (614) 486-2202 or (800) 760-2862. 
There is absolutely no cost or obligation to you 
or the recipient.

One other “support BSB” suggestion sur-
rounding the Michigan game. Many of you own 
businesses, and you can advertise in the Mich-
igan preview at a special subscriber rate for as 
low as $56 for an ad slightly larger than a busi-
ness card. Larger sizes are available with ads 
up to a full page for $496. Some of you without 
businesses might want to take advantage of this 
offer to  buy an ad showing your support of the 
Buckeyes or BSB. Give me a call at one of the 
above numbers, and I will explain the details.

Frankly, A Good Day To Avoid Knight Loss
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