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SONNY BROCKWAY

GALE FORCE WIN — Despite some of the worst playing conditions seen by several coaches and players, Ohio State outlasted Northwestern at Ryan Field
in Evanston, lll., on Nov. 5, taking home a 21-7 win in a slugfest with the Wildcats.
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WINDY CITY WARRIORS

OSU Outlasts Northwestern Wildcats In Saturday Slog

By BRADEN MOLES
BSB Associate Editor

Walking into Northwestern’s Ryan Field, the
general vibe of the venue — one which has a max-
imum capacity of 47,130 fans, fewest in the Big
Ten — is rarely one of a big college football game.
That was especially evident on Nov. 5 in advance of
the Wildcats’ contest against No. 2 Ohio State, as
there was little in the way of evidence that a game
was being played, with sleepy streets and a sense
of serenity throughout Evanston, Ill.

As it turns out, that may not have been due to
dwindling interest in the Northwestern program
after a 1-7 start to this season or the belief that the
Buckeyes would do little more than show up, exert
their will and then leave. Rather, it may have been
because all the fans who planned to attend got
blown away by the whirlwind storms that whipped
through the area before, during and after the game.

The devastating winds — some of which reached
upwards of 60 miles per hour, according to a high
wind warning issued during the game by the Na-
tional Weather Service — and torrential rain led to
a quintessential example of Big Ten football that
had two teams duking it out, mostly on the ground,
for 60 minutes and braving the elements.

Hours after the game, it appeared as though a
tornado had ripped through the venue with food
wrappers, game programs and trash cans littered
throughout the concourse and playing surface of
Ryan Field. One could be forgiven for thinking the
officials were loose with their flags, as the field —
even during play — was rarely without several piec-
es of trash flying about, ripped from the hands of
the 42,774 fans in attendance, most of whom ap-
peared to be donning scarlet and gray.

But a tornado — a whirlwind of chaos and con-
fusion — is not far off from an apt description of the
game itself, as the Buckeyes (9-0, 6-0) overcame
what is becoming a far-from-unusual slow start

on offense to avoid an unthinkable upset against
Northwestern (1-8, 1-5), coming away with a 21-7
victory in a raging road environment.

“I've never been around conditions like this,”
said Ohio State head coach Ryan Day. “I don't
know what the numbers showed. It must have
been 30 mile per hour winds. And if you've ever
tried playing golf in 30 mile per hour winds, it’s
hard to get off the tee, forget throw a football.

“We saw this coming, so we had a plan. You
could see we were under center some and tried to
handle it that way. | mean, there were times I was
concerned about the snap coming back in the shot-
gun, it was so windy. I can tell you this right now.
I'm glad this game’s over with.”

Someone else who was almost certainly glad
the game was over with was quarterback C].
Stroud, who had easily his worst performance as a

Continued On Page 10



From The Message Board

Ohio State struggled to find any sort of an offensive rhythm
against Northwestern, but the Buckeyes still emerged with a 21-7
win over the Wildcats. As Ohio State has now endured three con-
secutive slow starts offensively since the off week, we asked BSB
subscribers if they were concerned about the Buckeyes’ flat out-

ings of late. Here are some of the responses:

“Not very concerned. lowa has an excellent
defense. Penn State has a good defense and
played very well vs. Ohio State. At Northwestern,
everything was about the weather. Under
normal weather conditions, Ohio State beats
that Northwestern team easily.”

— Terrier Buck

“Very concerned. It feels like this team has
gone backwards since the bye week.”
- bstu9

"There should be concern about the team’s
lack of intensity. For the last three games
opposing players have gained extra yards
after being initially hit. We have not seen such
intensity by the Buckeyes as they have failed to
gain many first downs by not pushing for the
extra yard. Lack of toughness was a concern
last year. It still falls short on this year’s team!”

— Dennis E. Giroux

“If the Bucks start a game on offense vs.
Michigan or Georgia the way they've started
against the last three teams, they might be in
a really deep hole by the middle of the second
quarter. Watching the Georgia-Tennessee
game, the Bulldogs will present a challenge
from the opening kickoff. If Ohio State doesn't
solve the offensive line run-blocking issues,
opposing defenses will overwhelm them. As for
the offensive offensive line blocking ... | think
Coach Ryan Day is playing possum with his
future opponents. He's saving the schemes for
Michigan and the playoff teams. No (Big Ten)
West Division champion is a concern. These
future NFL linemen can't be this bad. Day was
saving the QB running plays for desperate
situations. NW and the gusty wind on Saturday
forced his hand. When the rubber meets the
road, holes will open.”

— BYRON MCNUTT

"Here's what concerns me. 1) This team
has a hard time tackling. At one point (Zach)
Harrison had a running back wrapped up, yet
he couldn’t get him down until three other
Buckeye defenders joined the fray. Stuff like
that happened over and over. 2) This team
seems built as a video game team. We are
heading into November, with the prospect
of bad weather every week, and | am not
confident that this team can even hang with
TSUN in a scrum. | have no idea what changed

since the off week, but something has not
been right. The offense can’t run, the defense
has trouble tackling, and that spells trouble
against anybody good. Obviously, the Buckeyes
will have more pure talent than anyone we play
in the regular season, but this team isn't playing
well right now.”

— Michael Bauer

"I don’t know how concerned | am, but
they better get things corrected.”
— Mcarr

"I do wish this team played with more
intensity.”
- Tiffin Buckeye

“My concern is TTUN's running game.
We must control the line of scrimmage. Our
unstoppable offense has been very slow ... no
excuses as to the team. | am hoping this style
of C.J. Stroud running will open up our offense
as in years gone by.”
- John Lanning

“I am still not concerned about this team
at all. The new OL coach and the offensive
schemes have shown adjustability when faced
with adverse conditions, especially with the
passing game and QB scrambling/rushing. But
the new OL coach is yet to fix the run offense
and he has two more games in which to figure
out what works. The adversity faced in the
last few games may be a blessing as when the
prototypes give a lot of trouble, the production
units (the TTUN game) work well. That the QB
is now determined to win in any way possible
in difficult conditions is also encouraging.”

- AnthonyBuckeye

“\We are in November and | get concerned
about the outcome, not the method. We just
beat a B1G Team at their home in crazy bad
Midwestern weather. Oh yeah — ask Tennessee,
Clemson and Alabama how they feel!”

— BuckeyeScott

“Our yards and score could have been
significantly higher if Day’s stubbornness hadn’t
gotten in the way. He kept calling for long
throws when it was painfully obvious they
wouldn’t work in the gale-force wind.”

- R1TBDITL

Buckeye Leaves

Although it wasn't pretty, Ohio State
slogged to a 21-7 win over Northwestern in
Evanston, lll,, on Nov. 5. While the Buckeyes
displayed one of their worst performances
of the Ryan Day era, there were several Ohio
State players who left it all on the field and
were deserving of Buckeye Leaves.

Andy Anders, BSB: My Buckeye
Leaf goes to safety Lathan Ransom, who
continued excelling against Northwestern
after grabbing the starting “bandit” position
earlier this season.

Ransom collected nine tackles, serving
as a sweeper on the back end of Ohio
State’s defense. Five of his stops were solo
takedowns. The Arizona native was a top
reason why the Buckeyes held Northwestern
to 3.5 yards per carry.

Jack Emerson, BSB: Ohio State’s
performance against Northwestern didn’t
provide many options for Buckeye Leaf
recipients. However, linebacker Tommy
Eichenberg remained a steady presence
for the OSU defense and is one of the few
players deserving of recognition.

Eichenberg keyed several third-down
stops for the Ohio State defense while
racking up yet another double-digit tackling
output, finishing the game with 13 total
tackles and 10 solo stops. Eichenberg
added a tackle for loss while helping
the Buckeye defense, which dealt with
several unorthodox formations from the
Northwestern offense, to hold the Wildcats
to just 285 total yards.

Braden Moles, BSB: When Ohio State’s
offense struggled, the one man that helped
turn things around was punter Jesse Mirco,
who became a weapon for the Buckeyes in
their win over the Wildcats.

Mirco launched seven punts for a
whopping 352 yards and an average of 50.3
yards per boot. He set a new career mark
with a 77-yarder in the first half, and late in
the third quarter, he pinned the Wildcats at
their own 4-yard line with a 48-yard punt.

Field position was a pivotal part of Ohio
State’s win, and Mirco was arguably the
biggest part of the Buckeyes flipping the
field.

BSB Subscribers

BYRON MCNUTT: Stroud and Marvin
Harrison Jr. on offense. Without Harrison the
last three weeks, the Bucks may have lost
two of those games. Most valuable, most
reliable. Hard to pick a defensive player who
stood out, despite holding NW to just 7
points. NW ball carriers — running backs and

their quarterback — always seemed to get
2-4 extra yards after first contact. They did
enough to win the game. The mission each
week is to figure out a way to win. Learn
how to win under any conditions and when
dealing with adversity. Mission accomplished.

bstu9: If | had to award a Buckeye leaf, |
guess I'll go with C.J. Stroud for his few big
runs.

Terrier Buck: | suggest omitting the
Leaves this week. Mirco maybe?

BOB CODY: Jesse Mirco in lousy weather
conditions gets a leaf. C.J. Stroud with a
crucial long run to help seal the win gets a
leaf. After struggling early, Miyan Williams
returned to form, gets two TDs plus 111
yards rushing, and gets a leaf.

AnthonyBuckeye: C.J. Stroud for a
turnover-free and winning performance in
the face of torrential rain and gusty winds.
Marvin Harrison Jr. for catching any pass that
comes his way. Lathan Ransom for visibly
bringing energy to the Buckeye D after
the NW score. Tommy Eichenberg, Ronnie
Hickman and Steele Chambers for being the
tackling machines they are and Denzel Burke
for joining them this week. The punter, Jesse
Mirco, for his long punts and the defensive
coaching staff for yet another second half
shut-out.

Poster That Harley Built: Jesse
Mirco was the most consistent Buckeye.
Sometimes | skip over C.J. Stroud because
he is so obvious each week. | think this week
you have to give him props. You can tell
he doesn’t LIKE to run, but he did and the
Buckeyes won.

BuckeyeScott: | agree that Miyan
Williams deserves some Buckeye Leaves. Not
only did he average 4.3 yards per carry with
two TDs, he had to rush 30 yards sideways
to get those 111 yards north and south.

PeyoteBuck: Mirco is what the post
office is supposed to be, dependable.
And he is in all weather. No leaves for the
coaches. Marvin Harrison Jr and Eichenberg
made up for the bad play-calling. | know
it was difficult down there on the field but
adapt to it. Could happen again.

Mocarr: Stroud for his runs, Mirco for
being Mirco regardless of weather, and |
thought Lathan Ransom seemed to be active
on defense. (Northwestern head coach Pat
Fitzgerald) did a good job of taking J.T.
Tuimoloau out of the action, didn't he?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No Excuse For OSU's Performance

Sure, the weather was terrible.
That’s no excuse. This was Northwest-
ern! We should have been able to line
up and run the ball successfully on ev-
ery play. We should have been able to
dominate the line of scrimmage. We
didn’t. We haven’t been able to run the
ball against good defenses (Iowa and
Penn State), and now we can’t even
run the ball against Northwestern. Pa-
thetic.

Meanwhile, Brendan Sullivan made
our defense look foolish — Brendan
Sullivan! — and little Evan Hull ran for
more than 100 yards. Again, we are
weak at the point of attack. We are still
not tough, and we remain a “finesse”
team. Michigan must be licking their
chops.

Sorry, Buckeye fans, but it’'s time to
curb your enthusiasm.

Terry Walrath

Hinckley, Ohio

Scuffle In The Tunnel

There are numerous noteworthy
legendary football rivalries. Perhaps
the most noteworthy being Ohio State
vs. Michigan. A healthy rivalry in-
creases enthusiasm and competitive
spirit. Fortunately, the Shoe will pro-
vide no such tunnel for Michigan foot-
ball players embittered by their Now.
26 loss.

David Young

Supply, N.C.

Ifyou would like to express an opin-
ion concerning Ohio State Universi-
ty sports, please send your letter to
BSB Letters, PO. Box 12453, Colum-
bus, OH 43212, or email it to bsbh@
buckeyesports.com. Letters must be
signed and include the writer’s home-
town and a daytime telephone number
for verification. Publication priority
will be given to those letters that are
brief, and we reserve the right to edit
letters for publication.
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Problematic Line Play Reaching Critical Stage

The one irrefutable fact emanating from
Ohio State’s titanic struggle against the gale-
force winds Mother Nature was throwing off
the shore of Lake Michigan and the admirable
grittiness of a nothing-tolose Northwestern
team is that if the Buckeyes do not begin to
control the line of scrimmage, they can forget
entertaining any hope of beating Michigan at
the end of this month.

There will be those who look at the final
statistics, see that Ohio State averaged 5.9
yards on each of its 35 carries, finishing with
207 yards on the ground, and wonder how
anyone could say the Buckeyes did not control
the line of scrimmage against the Wildcats.
My answer to that would be that Northwestern
entered the game ranked next-tolast in the
Big Ten and 111th in the country against the
run. You, me and Uncle Bill with his bum knee
should have been able to run for 207 yards
against the Wildcats. Heck, Miami (Ohio), only
the fourth-best running team in the Mid-Amer-
ican Conference, went for 216 on the ground
during a 17-14 win against Northwestern in
late September.

Yet, there were the Buckeyes, struggling to
get their offensive engine to fire while a cold
wind whipped through the ancient concrete
edifice once known as Dyche Stadium (before
commerce and capitalism changed its name
to Ryan Field). For some odd reason, perhaps
known only to him, OSU head coach Ryan Day
chose to ignore the weather and instructed his
quarterback to try to conduct business as usu-
al.

As a result, CJ. Stroud, the kid from the
Southern California city of Rancho Cuga-
monga, where the Chamber of Commerce
boasts of having 287 sunny days per year,
went from Heisman Trophy candidate to
the proverbial kite dancing in a hurricane.
A steady wind officially clocked at 26 mph —
with gusts up past twice that — played such
havoc with the usually lethal OSU passing at-
tack that Stroud misfired on each of his first
five attempts and finished the game with 10
completions on 26 attempts for 76 yards and
no touchdowns.

Since he became the starter at the begin-
ning of the 2021 season, Stroud had never
missed more than two passes in a row to begin
a game, had never completed fewer than 13
passes, had never thrown for fewer than 154
yards, and had gone 20 straight games with
throwing at least one touchdown pass.

Not that Stroud is completely to blame for
his uncharacteristically low numbers. Some
of his head coach’s play-calling wasn't exactly
passer-friendly. When trying to throw a football
in a howling wind, it really doesn’t matter if the
gusts are at your back or blowing smack in
your face. If you think you're going to see tight
spirals under those conditions, you're often go-
ing to be disappointed.

Northwestern head coach Pat Fitzgerald
certainly seemed to get the memo regarding
the weather. His team ran the ball 59 times
during the game, finishing with 206 yards,
the most allowed all season by the Ohio State
defense. It was also a season-best total for the
Wildcats, who entered the game with a rush-
ing attack ranked 11th in the Big Ten and
106th nationally.

Much of the damage was done by 5-11,
210-pound tailback Evan Hull, who finished
with 122 yards and a touchdown on 30 car-
ries. The Wildcats pretty much gave up throw-
ing the ball during long periods of the game —
mostly when they were going against the wind
— and often lined up in the wildcat formation
with Hull taking a direct snap from center. Any-
one who has seen that formation in the past
knows the team running it rarely (if ever) pass-

es from the Wildcat, yet it seemed fairly effec-
tive at times against the Buckeyes.

Meanwhile, on the offensive side of things,
yes, Ohio State rushed for 207 yards with Mi-
yan Williams carrying 26 times for 111 yards
and two touchdowns and Stroud adding a
career-high 79 yards on just six carries. ['ve
already thrown a little shade at Day for stub-
bornly sticking to a pass-heavy script despite
the weather, but the OSU head coach deserves
praise for his fourth-down call late in the sec-
ond quarter when the Buckeyes were facing a
7-0 deficit.

EDITOR’'S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

Going for a first down on fourth-and-1 at
the Northwestern 37, Stroud executed an ex-
cellent play fake to Williams before scooting
around right end on a 16-yard run. Two plays
later, Emeka Egbuka took a reverse 15 yards
into the end zone for the Buckeyes' first points
of the afternoon.

The play on which Stroud got the first
down was a thing of beauty, a call executed
to perfection. But it also underscored what is
rapidly becoming a problem for the Ohio State
offense. Day perhaps called for some sleight of
hand because of what he had witnessed from
his offensive line earlier in the game. Twice
on third-and-short, and once on fourth-and-1
during the first quarter, Williams failed to pick
up a first down when OSU got zero push at the
line of scrimmage.

Now, tell me how an Ohio State offensive
line that struggled to move a Northwestern
defense off the ball is going to have much of
a chance against Michigan’s much more phys-
ical front. Those short-yardage failures in the
first half, and a couple more in the second half,
had nothing whatsoever to do with the weath-
er.

We can have the argument about finesse vs.
power and which team has a better chance to
win in the Big Ten. But at some point, if it truly
believes it is a national championship-caliber
team, Ohio State is going to have to line up and
physically take over a football game. Regard-
less of the weather, the Buckeyes did not do
that at Northwestern.

Once Upon A Time

There was a time when physical domi-
nation was not a problem when Ohio State
played Northwestern. Almost 33 years to the
day before their win against the Wildcats,
the Buckeyes rolled into Evanston on a chilly,
windy Now. 4, 1989, and rolled back out with
a 52-27 victory that was historic in a number
of ways.

It marked the first time the team had
scored 50 or more points on the road against a
Big Ten opponent since a 56-17 win at Indiana
in 1983 and the first time a John Cooper-led
team had eclipsed the 50-point barrier in a
road game since Cooper was coaching at Tulsa
and his Golden Hurricane pinned a 59-20 loss
on Texas Tech in 1983.

Perhaps more remarkable was the fact
the Buckeyes piled up 456 rushing yards in
the game and had a trio of running backs who
each cracked the century mark. Dante Lee
set career bests with 24 carries for 157 yards
and three touchdowns, while Scottie Graham
and Carlos Snow added 102 and 100 yards,
respectively.

It marked only the fourth time in program

history that three OSU players ran for 100 or
more yards in the same game and the first time
against a Big Ten opponent since Galen Cis-
co (160), Jim Roseboro (157) and Don Clark
(112) did it during a 35-14 win against Indiana
in 1956.

The fact that Graham and Snow each
rushed for more than 100 yards against North-
western wasn't that unusual. Graham had six
100-plus games during his OSU career while
Snow had eight. But that was the only time Lee
broke through the 100-yard barrier during his
three-year career with the Buckeyes.

After rushing for 503 yards and six touch-
downs as a freshman in 1989, the product
from Meadowdale High School in Dayton
nicknamed “Quick” by his teammates seemed
poised to take a bigger role during the 1990
season, especially after Snow was sidelined
for the season following hip surgery. But fresh-
man Robert Smith took over the starting tail-
back spot, and Lee totaled only 53 yards on 14
carries during the entire season.

The following year, Lee was moved from
running back to a receiver position in the spring
but got locked behind more experienced play-
ers such as Bernard Edwards, Brian Stablein
and Joey Galloway, and he finished the season
with only four receptions for 56 yards. He ap-
peared in 10 games in 1991 but played a total
of only 44 minutes — not enough to qualify for
a varsity letter.

Lee returned to a tailback position for his
senior season in 1992, but an ankle injury suf-
fered in the spring lingered into the fall, and he
left the team before the season began. His ca-
reer totals with the Buckeyes amounted to 565
yards and seven touchdowns, nine receptions
for 112 yards, and 36 kickoff returns for 696
yards.

Whatever happened to Lee? He returned to
Dayton for a while but now lives in Columbus
where he is a successful and much in-demand
DJ throughout the city going under the moni-
ker of “DJ Quickmode.”

As for the other two Buckeyes who rushed
for 100 yards in that long-ago game at North-
western, Graham had a sixyear pro career
before spending 15 years in a variety of capac-
ities for the NFL Players Association. Graham
left the NFLPA in 2021, and since last season
he has served as running backs coach on Jedd
Fisch's staff at the University of Arizona.

Meanwhile, Snow has experienced a
checkered life since leaving Ohio State after
the 1991 season. He has fought battles against
addictions and injuries and at one point in
the not-too-distant past was living out of his
car. But in 2019, Snow began to turn his life
around and is now sober and with a group
called Directions for Youth in Columbus, spe-
cifically working with gang members, hoping
to help them turn their lives around.

In May, Snow’s life came full-circle when he
joined more than 12,000 other Ohio State stu-
dents to participate in commencement exercis-
es, receiving a bachelor’s degree in sociology.

A Perfect Segue

Snow'’s stirring story from football star to
homeless and hopeless to proud Ohio State
graduate is just one of 50 biographies con-
tained in my new book “The Legends, Vol-
ume II — Ohio State Buckeyes: The Men, The
Deeds, The Consequences.”

In my humble opinion, it's perfect for that
hard-to-buy-for Buckeye fan on your Christmas
list, and copies are available for purchase at
most online booksellers as well as at the pub-
lisher’s website OrangeFrazer.com.

If youd like a personalized, signed copy of
the book, please call BSB at (614) 486-2202.
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Day, Hartline Expect JSN
To Return This Season

Ohio State head coach Ryan Day and wide
receivers coach Brian Hartline said they are
confident that wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njig-
ba will take the field again for the Buckeyes
this season.

Smith-Njigha has appeared in just three
games this season while dealing with a lin-
gering hamstring injury. He started Ohio
State’s season opener against Notre Dame
before leaving the game, and he made brief
appearances against Toledo and Iowa but did
not look full healthy and did not finish either
contest.

With the season beginning to wind down
— Ohio State has, at most, six games remain-
ing after starting with an 9-0 record — there’s
understandable concern about whether
Smith-Njigba can return and stay healthy, and
Day said he felt optimistic that Smith-Njigba
will be back, though he added the Buckeyes
can achieve their goals this season even if he
doesn’t come back.

“But at the same time, wed love to have

him back, as I'm sure you can imagine,” Day
said Nov. 1. “But this team is working hard.
And that's why we build depth because you
just don’t know. I'm sure that there’s more ad-
versity coming our way, so we're going to rely
on our leadership.

“We're into November now, so you just
never know what's coming. I think we build up
some hardness to us, and we've got to keep
building on that as well.”

Hartline said it's been challenging for
Smith-Njigba to miss the time he has this
season. Entering the year, he was viewed as
the top receiver in college football and was
expected to continue rewriting Ohio State’s
record book. Instead, he has just five catches
for 43 yards.

“He’s beating himself up a little bit,” Hart-
line said. “He’s been better this week, I'll say
that. I think I could echo what he’s saying if he
was here standing in front. He wants to play in
the worst way, and he’s frustrated.”

Relegated to the bench instead of a start-
ing role due to his injury, Smith-Njigba has
continued to be a positive influence within
Ohio State’s locker room, according to Hart-
line.

“That being said, he’s done a great job of
not being a distraction and picking the guys
up and staying locked in and FaceTimed them
before the game on Saturday,” Hartline said.
“Like all those things have been awesome.
But I know as a competitor, he’s frustrated
and he wants to get back. But I think overall,
he’s OK”

Kickoff Time Set
For OSU-Indiana
For the fourth straight week, Ohio State

« ROCKY FORK CREEK/
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SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET

614.855.9840 | 1370 E. Johnstown Road | Gahanna | CameronMitchell.com

will kick off at noon when the Buckeyes take
on Indiana on Nov. 12. The game will be
FOX’s “Big Noon Kickoff” game, in which the
Buckeyes have appeared twice this season
(vs. lowa, at Penn State).

The Buckeyes are 4-0 when playing in the
noon slot this season, with wins over Arkan-
sas State, lowa, Penn State and Northwest-
ern, outscoring their opponents 164-60 in
those games.

Ohio State dominates the all-time head-to-
head matchup with Indiana, sporting a 77-12-
5 record against the Hoosiers. The Buckeyes
have won their last 27 games against Indiana,
with the Hoosiers’ last win coming in a 41-7
drubbing of Ohio State in Bloomington, Ind.,
during John Cooper’s first season as head
coach in 1988.

Henderson, Cam Brown
Out Against Northwestern

Ohio State was again without several
starters against Northwestern. Running back
TreVeyon Henderson, cornerback Cameron
Brown and Smith-Njigba were all listed as un-
available against the Wildcats.

Henderson was a surprise scratch after
playing in each of the last three games, though
there have been struggles in recent games for
the sophomore running back. He finished
with just 38 yards on 11 carries against lowa
and got off to a slow start against Penn State
before adding a pair of rushing touchdowns,
including a 41-yarder.

Brown was out for his third consecutive
game and his fourth of the season, and Ohio
State was also without a starter on special
teams, as long snapper Bradley Robinson re-
mained out after sustaining an injury against

Iowa on Oct. 22. Mason Arnold again filled in
for Robinson and had no issue snapping on
seven punts in the game despite high winds at
Northwestern.

Tight end Joe Royer, who has been listed
as unavailable for most of the season, was not
on Ohio State’s injury report for Northwestern
and appeared in a special teams role, his first
action since Arkansas State.

OSU Stays No. 2 In AP Poll,
Opens No. 2 In CFP Rankings

After surviving a trip to Evanston, Ill., with
a 21-7 victory over Northwestern, Ohio State
remained at No. 2 in the most recent AP poll
on Nov. 6. The Buckeyes were more fortunate
than a trio of their top-10 counterparts. Ten-
nessee, Clemson and Alabama all came out of
the week with losses.

After taking down then-No. 2 Tennessee,
Georgia remained in the top spot while seeing
a surge in first-place votes, gaining 31 votes
from last week and rising to 62 total votes.
Ohio State was the only other team to receive
a first-place vote, obtaining just one. No. 3
Michigan, No. 4 TCU and No. 5 Tennessee
rounded out the top five, while No. 6 Oregon,
No. 7 LSU, No. 8 USC, No. 9 UCLA and No.
10 Alabama completed the top 10.

In addition to Michigan and Ohio State,
Penn State checked in at No. 14 after its 45-
14 win over Indiana, while Illinois dropped
seven spots to No. 21 after its 23-15 loss to
Michigan State at home.

Thanks to its win over Alabama, LSU was
the highest riser, gaining eight spots to move
into the top 10. Several teams saw significant
falls, as Clemson and Illinois each dropped
seven spots. Kansas State saw the largest
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2022 Ohio State Football Schedule

Date Opponent Result/Time (ET)
Sept. 3 NOTRE DAME W. 21-10
Sept. 10 ARKANSAS STATE W, 45-12
Sept. 17 TOLEDO W, 77-21
Sept. 24 WISCONSIN W, 52-21
Oct. 1 RUTGERS W, 49-10
Oct. 8 at Michigan State W, 49-20
Oct.22 IOWA W, 54-10
Oct. 29 at Penn State W, 44-31
Nov.5  at Northwestern W, 21-7
Nov.12  INDIANA 12 p.m.
Nov.19 at Maryland TBA
Nov.26 MICHIGAN 12 p.m.

TV Record, Last Result
ABC 6-3, 35-14 win over Clemson
BTN 2-7,idle
FOX 6-3, idle
ABC 5-4, 23-10 win over Maryland
BTN 4-5, 52-17 loss to Michigan
ABC 4-5, 23-15 win over lllinois
FOX 5-4, 24-3 win over Purdue
FOX 7-2, 45-14 win over Indiana
ABC 1-8, 21-7 loss to Ohio State
FOX 3-6, 45-14 loss to Penn State
TBA 6-3, 23-10 loss to Wisconsin
FOX 9-0, 52-17 win over Rutgers

drop, falling from No. 13 to No. 23 after a 34-
27 loss to Texas.

The Buckeyes also learned their fate in the
first College Football Playoff rankings of the
season when the committee released its ini-
tial top 25 on Now. 1, and Ohio State came in
at No. 2 in the country.

The Buckeyes were coming off a 44-31
win over Penn State, which checked in at No.
15, and Ohio State trailed No. 1 Tennessee
and was ahead of No. 3 Georgia and No. 4
Clemson. The first team out was No. 5 Mich-
igan, with No. 6 Alabama, No. 7 TCU, No. 8
Oregon, No. 9 USC and No. 10 LSU rounding
out the top grouping.

“I think the explosive nature of their of-
fense at Ohio State — CJ. Stroud, Marvin
Harrison Jr. — the win over Penn State, the
way they came back to win that game,” said
committee chairman and NC State athletic di-
rector Boo Corrigan of the Buckeyes' ranking.
“Again very close, two well-balanced teams.

At the end of the day, the committee decided
that we would go with Ohio State No. 2 and
Georgia No. 3

This was the fourth time Ohio State has
appeared in the top four of the first College
Football Playoff rankings in a given season.
The Buckeyes opened the poll at No. 4 in
2020, No. 1 in 2019 and No. 3 in 2015. Of
course, Ohio State’s only national champion-
ship in the College Football Playoff era came
after being outside of the top four in the orig-
inal poll, checking in at No. 16 in 2014’s first
rankings.

Illinois was the only other Big Ten team in
the rankings, coming in at No. 14. TCU was
the highest-ranked Big 12 team at No. 7, and
Oregon was the Pac-12's highest-ranked rep-
resentative at No. 8.

The rankings set up a No. 1 vs. No. 3
matchup, with Tennessee traveling to face
Georgia with the winner almost certainly tak-
ing ownership of the No. 1 spot. Georgia pre-
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994 E. State St.
Athens
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vailed over the Volunteers 27-13, giving the
Bulldogs another statement win.

The rankings will continue to be released
each Tuesday evening, with immediate cover-
age available online at BuckeyeSports.com.

Day Touches On
Running Attack Struggles

It's no secret Ohio State has not run the
ball well since its off week.

The Buckeyes, in fact, averaged just 2.2
yards per carry against lowa on Oct. 22 and
3.8 yards against Penn State on Oct. 29,
an average that dips to 2.3 when excluding
Henderson's 41-yard touchdown jaunt in the
fourth quarter.

Ohio State also saw its fair share of strug-
gles against Northwestern before getting into
a rhythm in the second half and finishing
with an average of 5.9 yards per rush. If the
Buckeyes want to stay ahead of the chains and
maintain offensive balance, it will require bet-
ter production from its rushing attack going
forward, according to Day.

“I think when you look at each of (the
teams we've played), they're a little bit differ-
ent,” he said. “Each team that we play has a
different style up front. There were certainly
some runs that we could have blocked better,
there were some runs that were blocked very
well. So we've just got to continue to work at
it and swing at it and get more efficient at it.”

F
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Henderson’s above-mentioned long scor-
ing run came straight up the middle of the
Nittany Lions’ defense. Meanwhile, an earlier
third-and-1 handoff to an outside zone was
stuffed when Penn State defensive tackle
Coziah Izzard blew up Ohio State offensive
guard Matthew Jones and took Henderson
down behind the line of scrimmage.

That’s just one example, but it's indicative
of how a variety of wider concepts have turned
out for the Buckeyes on the ground of late.
The holes Henderson and running back Mi-
yan Williams were finding off-tackle against
Wisconsin, when both rushed for 100 yards,
either haven't been there or aren’t being found.

“There’s nothing in there that’s just glar-
ing,” Day said. “Like, ‘Oh my God, we can't run
the ball outside’ or ‘We can't block these guys’
or ‘We can't read the hole. It sounds kind of
like loser talk, but it’s true — it was kind of one
guy on each play. But that’s how it works in
football.”

Day did state that the problems don't stem
from any formational tendencies Ohio State
exhibits, though. Against Penn State, every
single time the Buckeyes went under center
or out of the pistol, they ran the football. When
presented with that data point, Day pointed
out that four of the five runs out of pistol were
“efficient.”

Continued On Page 6
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“We were efficient 80 percent of the time
in pistol runs,” Day said. “So I think the ques-
tion probably is, ‘Why don't we run the ball
more out of pistol?””

Given how the Buckeyes have thrown the
ball — Stroud averages 14.5 yards per comple-
tion this season — if they can get the ground
game working again, it will be that much
tougher to stop the nation’s No. 1 scoring
(45.8 points) and No. 14 total offense (484.1
yards).

“We can clean it up, and we have to clean
it up to get more efficient early in a game, be-
cause that’s when it’s at its hardest,” Day said.
“Especially the first first down. That's always
the hardest. Once we get going, we usual-
ly do OK. Too many three-and-outs, and we

could have done a better job early in the game
(against Penn State). I thought we got some
really good movement late in the game.”

OSU Breaks Record For
Consecutive 20+ Point Games

When Williams plunged into the end zone
for a 2-yard touchdown run with 4:21 remain-
ing in regulation against Northwestern, he did
more than just provide the Buckeyes with an
insurance touchdown.

Williams' late touchdown, and kicker Noah
Ruggles’ ensuing extra point, also pushed
Ohio State above the 20-point mark for the
70th consecutive game, breaking the record
for the most consecutive games in FBS histo-
ry scoring at least 20 points. This broke a tie
with Oklahoma, which tallied 69 total games
with 20 or more points from 2016-2021.

Ironically, the Buckeyes began their streak
one week after their 31-16 loss to Oklahoma
in 2017 with a 38-7 drubbing of Army at Ohio
Stadium.

The streak coincides with Day’s arrival in
Columbus, when he joined then-head coach
Urban Meyer’s coaching staff in 2017 as the
offensive coordinator. To this day, Ohio State’s
31-16 loss to Oklahoma marks the Buckeyes'
lowest scoring output since Day became a
Buckeye, though Ohio State’s 283 yards of
offense against Northwestern were the fewest
since he became head coach.

Stroud, WR Harrison Named
Maxwell Award Semifinalists

Several Buckeyes have helped Ohio State
to its 9-0 record to this point in the season, but
the duo of Stroud and Harrison has garnered
particular national attention for their role in
leading the OSU high-powered offense.

Stroud and Harrison were named semifi-
nalists for the Maxwell Award — which is given
to the most outstanding player in college foot-
ball — on Now. 1.

Stroud leads the nation in passing efficien-
¢y (185.8), boosted by 29 touchdowns —which
ranks second in the country behind North
Carolina’s Drake Maye (31 scores) — and his
67.9 percent completion percentage while
adding a Big Ten-best 2,453 passing yards.

As one of the primary beneficiaries of
Stroud’s passing acumen, Harrison has car-
ried the torch of topflight Ohio State receivers.
Through nine games this season, Harrison
has snared 53 receptions for 834 yards and
10 touchdowns, leading the team in all three
categories. Harrison is 13th in the nation in
receiving yardage and is third in touchdown
receptions. He has had a pair of three-touch-
down outings this season, reaching that mark
against Arkansas State and Michigan State.

Ohio State was one of three teams to boast
at least two semifinalists, joining Alabama
(quarterback Bryce Young, running back Jah-
myr Gibbs) and Tennessee (quarterback Hen-
don Hooker, wide receiver Jalin Hyatt).

Arnold, Forsman
Shed Black Stripes

A pair of Buckeyes shed their black stripes
before of Ohio State’s game with Northwest-
ern, as Arnold and offensive lineman Jack
Forsman both “officially” became Buckeyes
on Nov. 3.

As mentioned, Arnold has been thrust into
the starting long snapper role after an injury
to longtime starter Robinson has sidelined
him since the lowa game. The Tampa (Fla.)
native joined the Buckeyes as a preferred
walk-on in 2021 after playing football and
wrestling at Carrollwood Day High School in
his hometown.

As a high school senior, Arnold was an un-
defeated Florida state champion in wrestling,
and he attributes his success as a long snap-
per to his wrestling acumen.

Forsman also joined the program as a pre-
ferred walk-on in 2021 after playing football at
Powell (Ohio) Olentangy Liberty. While with
the Patriots, Forsman was named an honor-
able mention for the All-OCC Buckeye Divi-
sion and All-Delaware county teams in 2019.

Eichenberg Named
Semifinalist For Bednarik

As one of the primary contributors to Ohio
State’s defensive turnaround this season, line-
backer Tommy Eichenberg is garnering atten-
tion on a national scale.

The Cleveland native was named one of 20

From The Pages Of BSB

40 Years Ago — 1982

Dennis Fryzel would have been proud.

The former Ohio State defensive coordinator had talked of-
ten the previous season of the Buckeye defense bending but not
breaking.

The Buck defenders did just that against Purdue, allowing the
Boilermakers to rack up 423 total yards but not score a touchdown
in OSU'’s 38-6 win at Ohio Stadium on Oct. 30.

“"We were doing the right stuff’ said OSU's fine defensive tack-
le Jerome Foster. "We messed up a couple of times, but we didn't
let them get into the end zone. That's what I'm happy about today.”

35 Years Ago — 1987

OSU quarterback Tom Tupa often tried looking away but end-
ed up facing what seemed like a flurry of darts - questions con-
cerning Ohio State's 68 total yards in the final three quarters and
14:45 of OSU's second home debacle of the season, a 13-7 loss to
Michigan State.

Two yards rushing, 145 yards passing with two interceptions
and six first downs were Ohio State's offense for the game.

“I'm humiliated, embarrassed and anything else you can think
of," Tupa said, his voice a bit hoarse. “It was just a lousy day all
together. It seemed like they knew what we were doing the whole
time. They knew when we were going to run and when we were
going to pass

30 Years Ago — 1992

Though there may not have been any plans to cue up any Patti
Labelle hits during the Ohio State women'’s basketball practices,
there was definitely a "new attitude” present among the veterans
and coaches heading into the season.

The previous year's squad went 15-13 overall and 9-9 in Big
Ten play, good enough for only fifth place. Still, that overall mark
represented a four-game improvement over 1990. And the Lady
Buckeyes were hoping this might be the year that they improved
by leaps and bounds and would again reside in the upper reaches
of the conference standings, a place they were familiar with for five
of Nancy Darsch's first seven seasons as head coach.

"I have seen the attitude of wanting to work hard and wanting
to win the Big Ten from them,” Darsch said. "What's going to be
important will be to sustain that attitude. When we do suffer a
setback, we have to figure out what went wrong and come back
stronger. The leadership and direction of our senior class will be
the most important thing.’

25 Years Ago — 1997

Antoine Winfield was, quite simply, the little guy who made big
plays.

That's what it said in his bio in the weekly Ohio State press
release, and that's precisely what the 5-9, 180-pound junior cor-
nerback proved week in and week out in the Big Ten.

“He plays the game with heart, he has the athletic skills to

match his heart, and the little sucker can play football,” OSU defen-
sive coordinator Fred Pagac said after Winfield helped the Buck-
eyes win at Michigan State 37-13 on Now. 1.

Winfield was named Buckeye Sports Bulletin's Big Bear Buck-
eye of the Week for his play against the Spartans. He finished the
game with 11 tackles - 10 of them solo - and two passes deflected.

20 Years Ago — 2002

OSU sophomore Chris Gamble's performance against Penn
State on Oct. 26 at Ohio Stadium elicited comparisons to a num-
ber of names from the past.

They included such people as Ted Provost and Paul Warfield
from OSU lore and luminaries such as Deion Sanders and Charles
Woodson from the history of college football.

Gamble made his own kind of history, however, as he started
at wide receiver and cornerback, returned punts and kicks and, for
good measure, returned an interception 40 yards for the decisive
touchdown in OSU's narrow 13-7 win over the Nittany Lions.

As the final seconds ticked off the clock, many in the Ohio Sta-
dium-record crowd of 105,103 began chanting “Gamble, Gamble!”

"It feels real good that we got the win and that | got my name
chanted by the crowd,” Gamble said.

15 Years Ago — 2007

The expectations were there for the Ohio State men's basket-
ball team, clearly written on the wall for all to see.

Two seasons previously, Ohio State shocked the league by
capturing its first outright Big Ten regular-season championship
in 14 years thanks in large part to sheer willpower and determi-
nation shown by a foursome of seniors determined to leave on
a winning note. Last year, out went the seniors and in swooped
in the so-called "Thad Five" in the form of one of the nation’s top
recruiting classes.

The likes of Greg Oden, Mike Conley Jr. and Daequan Cook
joined with a small core of returnees and helped the Buckeyes put
together enough momentum to carry themselves all the way to
early April and a berth in the national championship game. OSU
fell short at the hands of the Florida Gators, but the team was still
the first Scarlet and Gray squad to advance to the nation’s final
game since 1962 - five full years before head coach Thad Matta
was born.

Now, with a taste of what the Big Dance was like, the Buckeyes
set their eyes on a season culminating in two wins in San Anto-
nio, the site of the season’s Final Four. Another run deep into the
NCAA Tournament would go a long way in solidifying Ohio State
as an elite program in the eyes of the nation.

“I think the caliber of kids you have is vitally important to have
an elite program,” Matta said when asked to define what makes
a college basketball program elite. “I think that it's the year after
year after year (victories), to say that you're going to win the na-
tional championship or get to the Final Four every year (type of
success).’

10 Years Ago — 2012

Ryan Shazier proved it was possible to play a college football
game as much with a heavy heart as with an iron fist.

The sophomore linebacker switched his jersey number to No.
48 to honor his friend - Gary Curtis, who had passed away earlier
in the year - and then played the game of his life, leading No. 9
Ohio State to a 35-23 victory at Penn State in a battle for suprem-
acy in the Big Ten Leaders Division.

Shazier shared the team lead (with Zach Boren) with seven
tackles and also contributed a pair of sacks, a forced fumble and
an early second-half interception return for a touchdown that gave
the Buckeyes a lead they would never relinquish.

“I' was thinking about him the whole game," Shazier said of
Curtis. “I knew | had his number on, and | just felt like he was
playing through me. No matter what was going on, | just felt like
he had my back”

Five Years Ago — 2017

What just happened?

At least in the first moments after No. 6 Ohio State fell at un-
ranked lowa, 55-24, on Nov. 4, head coach Urban Meyer didn't
have an answer. The Buckeyes had just suffered their second loss
of the year. Ohio State had just allowed the most points ever by a
Meyer-coached team. The Buckeyes could forget about the Col-
lege Football Playoff.

And it all happened in a game that Ohio State was favored to
win by nearly 20 points.

“I don't know," Meyer said when asked what happened to
cause the lopsided loss. He repeated those same words multiple
times during a brief postgame press conference in the depths of
Kinnick Stadium while the Hawkeye faithful continued their cele-
bration on the field.

One Year Ago — 2021

OSU wide receivers coach Brian Hartline was a rising star in
the coaching profession, or so said his biography on the football
team’s website. It was high praise, but not unearned. In a five-
year tenure with the Buckeyes, including one as a quality control
coach, Hartline became one of the country’s best recruiters, con-
sistently finding the best high school wide receivers and bringing
them to Columbus.

Hartline's work didn't stop with recruiting. Once he brought
talent to campus, he developed it. His success was noticeable,
which led some to wonder if Hartline might consider leaving Ohio
State to pursue offensive coordinator or head coach opportunities
at other schools. When asked if he would move on from the Buck-
eyes in the near future, Hartline said there was a low chance he
would look elsewhere to coach football.

"Ohio State's my home," Hartline said. "l have a strong passion
here. | loved seeing all the coach conversations and how coaches
answer different questions because of all the speculations.”
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Brutus Level VIPs To Be Recognized In The Michigan Issue

If you have wanted to show your support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through
the VIP program but are unable to participate at the Scarlet, Elite or Elite-Plus
level, now is the time to sign up at the Brutus level for just $50. Brutus level VIPs
are recognized in BSB twice a year, and we will be running the complete list of
Brutus VIPs in the upcoming Michigan Issue.

VIP donors help Buckeye Sports Bulletin stay alive and vibrant.

“We want to thank the many BSB readers who have stepped up and shown
their support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through the VIP program,” BSB publish-
er Frank Moskowitz said. "It is a true vote of confidence in what we are doing now,
what we have done the previous 41 years and what we plan to do in the future.

A VIP upgrade can easily pay for itself each year with special VIP discounts
and perks.

VIP subscribers enjoy a 20 percent discount at Conrads College Gifts. VIP
subscribers also enjoy a 5 percent discount on any Ohio State football trip booked
through Reynolds Travel. And VIP subscribers receive a certificate good for $10
off at Roosters restaurants, the “Fun, Casual Joint," as well as a card good for $10
off your next food purchase at any Cameron Mitchell Restaurant.

As mentioned, with the $50 Brutus VIP upgrade, Buckeye Sports Bulletin sub-
scribers will have their names and cities listed in two different issues annually as
supporters of BSB.

Those who add $100 to their subscriptions will have their names and cities
listed in all 24 issues each year as BSB Scarlet patrons. Those who donate $125
will be designated as Elite patrons in each issue.

And those who donate more than $125 will have their names listed as Elite-
Plus VIPs.

To upgrade your existing subscription to VIP status, with all the benefits that
come with that designation, go to BuckeyeSports.com/vip-memberships to pay
by credit card, or call us at (614) 486-2202 during regular business hours. If read-
ers have questions about this program, they can call the same number.

The following are our Elite Wachsman, Elite-Plus, Elite and Scarlet VIP sub-
scribers. Elite Wachsman Donor (in honor of late BSB assistant publisher
Karen Wachsman): Roosters Restaurants Foundation.

Thomas E. Farish, Port St. Lucie, Fla.; Terry T. Farmer, Lancaster, Ohio; Sand-
er Flaum, New York; Don Kersey, Springboro, Ohio; Dan LaVille, Grand Rapids,
Mich; Jim Reichler, Toledo; In memory of Hugh and Dixie Rea, Washington
Court House, Ohio; In memory of Lisa Rea, Greenfield, Ohio; The Russell Group
United, Columbus; Bob Weber, Mishawaka, Ind.

Elite Donors: Robert Ankerman, Holland, Mich.; Marshall Beck, Sarasota,
Fla.; Phillip Blue, Prior Lake, Minn.; Fredrick Bradshaw, Columbus; In memory of
Norwin Brovitz, Oakmont, Pa.; Iris Cremean, Walbridge, Ohio; Richard Dunkel-
berger, Groveport, Ohio; Fred Fingerhut, Phoenix; Chalk Fry DDS, Sarasota, Fla.;
Laura Granich, Columbus; Paul E. Hackett, The Villages, Fla.; James Hamilton,
Murrysville, Pa.; Mike Heimann, Ashland, Ohio; Curtis High, Beavercreek, Ohio;
Freddie and Joe Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Carl R. Jeffery DDS, Van Wert, Ohio; Bill
Judy, Dublin, Ohio; Kris Kersey, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Frank Klaus, Pepper Pike, Ohio;
Fred Krisch, Cleveland; Paul Lappert, Columbus; Larry Larson, Ladera Ranch,
Calif; Alan Lord, Reynoldsburg, Ohio; Dr. Jonathan Lucas, Portsmouth, Ohio; Al-
len McMillin Jr, Logan, Ohio; Mike from Marietta, Ga.; Col. George R. Nelson,
New Albany, Ohio; OSU65Bob, Mishawaka, Ind.,; Theodore Pegram, Eden Prai-
rie, Minn.; Greg Place, Greenville, Ohio; James Robinson Jr., Council Bluffs, lowa;
Charlie Shaffer, Edison, Ohio; Bill Short, Sparta, Ohio; Mark Skinner, Columbus;
Kyle Smith, Marietta, Ga.; James Thomas, The Villages, Fla.; Chuck Underwood,
Miamisburg, Ohio; Dan van Blaricom, Dublin, Ohio; Beth Wachsman, Columbus;
Elliott S. Wettstein, Waverly, Ohio; J.D. Wientjes, Peoria, Ill.; David J. Young, Sup-
ply, N.C.; Anonymous, Columbus; Anonymous, Council Bluffs, lowa; Anonymous,
Girard, Ohio; Anonymous, Lancaster, Ohio; Anonymous, Lewisburg, W.Va.

Scarlet VIPS: Anthony Ananthanarayanan, Rochester, Mich.; Greg Brooks,
Gahanna, Ohio; Marty Brumbaugh, Troy, Ohio; Joseph A. Cusma Sr., Massillon,
Ohio; Dennis Dahm, Sandusky, Ohio; Julie Ellis, Apple Valley, Calif; Mike Free-
burn, Columbus; Tom Goila, Cincinnati; Richard G. Hannan Jr., Chillicothe, Ohio;
Doug Harris, Lima, Ohio; Ed Helal, Ashland, Ohio; Phil Helal, Strongsville, Ohio;
Dave Palmer, Washington, Mich.; Lawrence Romanoff, Powell, Ohio; Jim Shaw,
Lake Forest, Calif.; William Torok, Girard, Ohio; Anonymous, Dallas; Anonymous,

Elite-Plus Donors: B2, Reston, Va.; Brian Bucher, Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla,;

Norwalk, Ohio.

semifinalists for the Bednarik Award, which is
given to the most outstanding defensive player
in the country as voted on by national sports-
writers, members of the Maxwell Football
Club and NCAA coaches.

Former Ohio State defensive end Chase
Young is the only Buckeye to win the award,
taking the honor home for his efforts during
the 2019 season.

Through nine games this season, Eichen-
berg has racked up a team-high 85 tackles
(eight for loss) along with 2%2 sacks and a pick-
six, which occurred against lowa.

Eichenberg also picked up honors for his
15-tackle outing against Penn State when he
was named the LOTT Impact Player of the
Week on Nov. 2 after also winning the weekly
award on Oct. 26.

OT Johnson Named
Semifinalist For Lombardi

Ohio State offensive tackle Paris Johnson
Jr. has been named one of 12 semifinalists for
the Rotary Lombardi Award, given annually to
the top lineman in college football.

Johnson has been an anchor for Ohio
State’s offensive line that has allowed just
seven sacks in nine games. According to Pro
Football Focus, Johnson has allowed just eight
pressures on Stroud and has not given up a
sack.

He made the transition this season from
right guard to left tackle after some shuffling
on Ohio State’s offensive line, but the change
has appeared flawless, with Johnson looking
like a natural covering Stroud’s blind side.

The award can be won by an offensive or
defensive player who lines up no more than
10 yards to the left or right of the ball — includ-
ing tight ends — as well as linebackers who tra-
ditionally line up no farther than 5 yards deep

from the line of scrimmage.

Ohio State has had five previous Lom-
bardi Award winners. Offensive lineman Jim
Stillwagon won the inaugural award in 1970,
with offensive lineman John Hicks (1973),
linebacker Chris Spielman (1987), offensive
lineman Orlando Pace (1995, 1996) and line-
backer AJ. Hawk (2005) also taking home the
honor.

Pace remains the only player to win the
award twice. Ohio State’s six honorees lead all
schools, with Nebraska and Notre Dame each
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boasting five recipients.

The Lombardi Award will announce the
four finalists on Nov. 17, with the winner an-
nounced on Dec. 7.

Day Not Looking Ahead
To Michigan Game

After big matchups against lowa and Penn
State coming out of the off week, opponents
like Northwestern, Indiana and Maryland don't
exactly inspire the same fear or attention from
fans as the undefeated archrival that awaits at

the end of Ohio State’s regular season sched-
ule, leading to some looking ahead to the Buck-
eyes’ season finale against Michigan.

One person whose mind isn't wandering to
the Wolverines is Day, however. And he hopes
his players are staying focused on the task at
hand too.

[

“We've always said, ‘It's about us, ” Day
said Nov. 1. “So why does that change this

week? It doesn't matter. Last week going into

Continued On Page 8
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Penn State, it was about us, it was about our
preparation. I think that’s the first thing.”

Looking ahead multiple weeks can also
create a cascading effect where teams get a
few steps behind over time, Day said. If a team
loses focus because its opponent one week
isn't of a certain caliber, the progress it didn’t
make in practice snowballs through to the
next time it does play somebody challenging.

“You have to continue to do what you're
doing and get better every week,” Day said.
“If you don’t, not only do you show weak-
ness but you set yourself up for problems
down the road. And I think that when you
have a problem or you lose a game, maybe
it's something you did that week but maybe
it's something you did in the weeks leading
up to it.”

Day stated that he didn't hold back any-
thing against Penn State with Michigan or
any other future opponent in mind.

“When you go to Penn State, the No. 1
goal is to win the game,” Day said. “Thats it,

Are You Having BSB Mail Delivery Problems?

Many readers continue to report struggling to get their Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin in a timely fashion. Delivery of the BSB cov-
ering the lowa issue seems to have been a particular problem.

BSB subscribers can upgrade their existing subscriptions to
first-class mail in an envelope through football season for just
$15 and through recruiting season for $25. Don't forget that
the Thanksgiving holiday falls right before the Michigan game,
which is sure to wreak havoc on the mail delivery. Just give us a
call at (614) 486-2202 for credit card orders or send your check
or money order to P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212. Men-
tion the “football” or “recruiting” upgrade.

For those unable to pay for the upgrade, the complete edi-
tion of each issue is posted at BuckeyeSports.com immediately
upon completion of the paper, making the site a must for readers
having continuing mail problems. There is also immediate cover-
age after each game, and readers can discuss the game on the
Fan Forum, including “The Official Game Thread" with real-time
comments from BSB staff members and readers throughout the
game.

"We know that reading the paper online is not optimum, but
it does allow you to read time-sensitive stories, including recruit-
ing coverage, while waiting for your paper,” BSB publisher Frank
Moskowitz said.

There are also additional electronic stories throughout the
week, including coverage of Ryan Day's weekly press confer-
ence, as well as news from any other press availabilities leading
up to the next game. Football recruiting is a 365-day-a-year pro-

cess these days, and the BSB staff has stepped up its coverage
of Ohio State's quest for prep talent. We have also upped our
basketball recruiting coverage, so be sure to check in regularly
at BuckeyeSports.com.

Along with daily posts, we offer reprints from the Buckeye
Sports Bulletin archives as part of our popular Reprint Thurs-
days. Also, staff members man the previously mentioned Fan
Forum, interacting with subscribers on the hot topics of the day.
Staffers and readers alike have also been reacting to recruiting
efforts on the Forum's football and basketball recruiting threads.

We remind you again, the complete print edition of Buckeye
Sports Bulletin is posted at BuckeyeSports.com at the time the
issue is mailed and is available to subscribers free of charge, as is
all the other content provided at the site. Your copy of the paper
will still arrive in your mailbox at the usual time.

If you are not already taking advantage of BuckeyeSports.
com, BSB's 24/7 website, simply email your name, address
and preferred email address to subscriptions@buckeyesports.
com, and we will send back easy instructions on how to access
the site. Don't forget, subscriptions@buckeyesports.com is our
email address, not the website. We will send you directions on
how to access the site.

If you are a current subscriber and have been unable to ac-
cess all features on the site, please give us a call at the (614) 486-
2202 number and we will help you gain access.

If you have any questions about BuckeyeSports.com or your
mail service, feel free to call us at the above number.
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Reynolds Travél “Oh the Road Again ”kf'or
2022 Ohio State Football Away Games

Reynolds Travel is once again offering packages to all 2022 Ohio State Away Football Games and a
Bengals vs. Browns Same Day trip and hope you can join us for another great football season. Here
is a listing but full details are available on our website at www.reynoldstavel.com.

OSU vs Maryland — Nov. 17-20: Three-night motorcoach trip
to Alexandria, Virginia (land-only package available) at the Alexandrian
Hotel in the center of Alexandria with breakfast daily, a tour of the Na-
val Academy with lunch at the Academy Club, and a tour of MountVer-
non and game tickets in the Ohio State Visitor Section and roundtrip
transportation to College Park, Maryland for the game.

NFL Game-Bengals vs. Browns — Dec. | I:
torcoach trip to Cincinnati and game tickets in Section 334 in lower

Reynolds Travel — Arranging Ohio State Away, Play-off and Bowl trips since 1978!
Visit our website at www.reynoldstravel.com to see more.

Reynolds Travel, LLC

period. I'm very impressed with just how well
we took care of the ball in that game. When
you win the turnover battle 4-0 in a game like
that, your chances of winning schematically
go through the roof.”

Thus, Day and his team entered their

Same day mo-

8905 Commerce Loop Dr.
Columbus, OH 43240

Phone: 614-847-8008
Toll Free: 866-880-0577

matchup at Northwestern with the same men-
tality, even if the Wildcats boasted an abysmal
1-7 record. He and his staff wanted to maxi-
mize every minute of time with their team.

“Listen, it's a Big Ten matchup, it's on the
road. (Northwestern coach Pat Fitzgerald)
does an unbelievable job,” Day said. “I know
they don't have the record that they want to,
but we've got to go play football and we want
to play at a high level. That’s the goal here. So
it, again, really shouldnt matter who we're
playing against.”

Fields Breaks NFL
QB Rushing Record

Former Ohio State quarterback Justin
Fields broke the record for rushing yards by
an NFL quarterback in a regular-season con-
test on Nov. 6, rushing for 178 yards in a 35-
32 loss to the Miami Dolphins.

Fields accomplished the feat on just 15
carries, averaging 11.9 yards per tote with a
rushing touchdown. He added 123 yards and
a trio of scores through the air, becoming the
first quarterback in NFL history to throw for
three touchdowns and rush for at least 140
yards in a game.

The previous record was held by Atlan-
ta Falcons quarterback Michael Vick, who
rushed for 173 yards in a game in 2002.
While Fields broke Vick's regular-season
record, the overall record — regular season
and playoffs included — is held by former San
Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick, who rushed for 181 yards in a playoff
game in 2013.

Through nine games this season, Fields
has completed 58.8 percent of his passes
(110 of 187) for 10 touchdowns and six in-
terceptions while rushing for 602 yards and
three touchdowns on 91 carries, good for 6.6
yards per attempt.

Wilson Collects NFL
Rookie Of The Week Honors

For the second time this season, former
Ohio State wide receiver Garrett Wilson, cur-
rently with the New York Jets, was recognized

as the NFL Rookie of the Week on Nov. 3.

Although the Jets fell 22-17 at the hands
of the New England Patriots, Wilson hauled
in six receptions for 115 yards, becoming the
second rookie in Jets history to register a pair
of 100-yard receiving games during his first
season with the team.

Wilson previously received the honor af-
ter his outing against the Cleveland Browns
on Sept. 18 in which he caught eight passes
for 102 yards and two scores, including the
game-winning touchdown with 22 seconds
remaining in regulation.

Through nine games this season, Wilson
has racked up 42 receptions for 521 yards
and a pair of touchdowns, leading the Jets in
both receptions and receiving yards.

WR Thomas Expected To
Miss Rest Of Season

Former Ohio State wideout Michael
Thomas, who has played for the New Orleans
Saints since 2016, is expected to miss the rest
of the NFL season due to a dislocated toe.

Thomas emerged as one of the league’s
most highly-regarded receivers early in his
career, leading the NFL in receptions in 2018
and 2019, as well as receiving yards in 2019.
He holds the single-season record for recep-
tions after hauling in 149 catches in 2019.

However, Thomas has dealt with a multi-
tude of issues the last three seasons, appear-
ing in just 12 games since 2020. Thomas
missed all of last season due to an ankle in-
jury he sustained during the 2020 campaign.
He played in just three games this season,
snagging 16 catches for 171 yards and three
touchdowns.

Andy Anders, Jack Emerson and Braden
Moles contributed to this report. For up-to-
the-minute Ohio State news and discussion,
be sure to check out BuckeyeSports.com and
the BSB Fan Forum, available free to all Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin subscribers.
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a game like that,” Egbuka said. “We saw the

Stroud, OSU Offense Slow To Get Rolling

starter at Ohio State, finishing just 10 of 26
passing (38.5 percent) for 76 yards. It's by
far the worst completion percentage of his
career (previously two games at 59.1 per-
cent) and the first game of his career with-
out a touchdown.

It was an outlier in the annals of histo-
ry, though, in that Stroud still finished with
a win. It’s just the fourth time since 2000
that an Ohio State quarterback has won a
game in which he threw at least 15 passes
and completed 38.5 percent of his passes
or fewer. Braxton Miller accomplished this
feat at Penn State in 2012 (7 of 19 for 143
yards) and Craig Krenzel did it twice, going
5 of 20 against San Diego State in 2003 and
finishing with a familiar line of 7 of 21 for
122 yards in Ohio State’s national champi-
onship win over Miami (Fla.) in 2002.

“I tried to do my best, and it was really
tough,” Stroud said. “I'm frustrated with the
way that [ was kind of throwing it. [ was try-
ing to rip it as hard as I could. But at the
end of the day, I don’t have any regrets. I'm
blessed to be able to play this sport, so ['ve
got to be able to take the good with the bad.”

Several of Stroud’s passes sailed past
receivers when throwing with the wind to
his back, and throwing against the wind,
his passes would routinely get taken in the
air. It was a miracle when the ball did arrive
in the arms of a wideout. That was a rare
occurrence, though, as Stroud’s 10 complet-
ed passes went to just four receivers, with
Marvin Harrison Jr. (five catches, 51 yards)
leading the pack.

For as much as the wind may have stunt-
ed Stroud’s throwing ability, his receivers
did little to help out their quarterback. They
made little separation from Northwest-
ern’s defensive backs, who totaled five pass
breakups on the day, and when Stroud did
find them open, several balls ended up be-
ing dropped, including a sure touchdown to
Emeka Egbuka that the sophomore could
not corral.

“I can definitely say I've never played in

weather report going in. And it’s hard to pre-
pare, it's hard to practice for something like
that. But at the end of the day, we got it done
and we're happy to leave here with a victory.”

Northwestern took advantage of the
conditions early on, utilizing running back
Evan Hull both as a traditional back and in
the wildcat formation to catch Ohio State
off guard. The Wildcats punted on their first
drive of the game, but their second drive
was a nine-play, 80-yard drive that featured
seven runs for 61 yards, including a direct
snap to Hull at Ohio State’s 16-yard line
that he worked into the end zone to give the
Wildcats a 7-0 lead.

Ohio State’s defense stepped up from
that point on, however, allowing no points
and just 201 yards of offense in the final
3% quarters of the game. There were some
lapses in the second half, including a drive
late in the third and early in the fourth quar-
ter in which Northwestern quarterback
Brendan Sullivan rushed for 25 yards on
three carries and helped the Wildcats con-
vert four third-down opportunities. But the
defense responded to force a stop on fourth-
and-8 from the OSU 36-yard line.

“At the end of the day, it comes down to
scoring points,” Day said. “And they did (run
it well), had a couple first downs but they re-
ally weren’t able to score on us, and that’s
a tribute to our defense and how well they
played. Anytime you hold someone to seven
points, even in conditions like this, it’s a job
well done.

“And they were involving the quarter-
back. The quarterback ran hard. I thought
we tackled him well. He took some shots
in there and kept playing. I give him a lot
of credit, because in the style of game like
that — the other thing they had was the wild-
cat, trying to equate numbers that way. So
hats off to (Northwestern head coach Pat
Fitzgerald) — he had a good game plan, and
that's why he’s been here a long time and is
a great coach.”

The domination of the defense kept op-

SONNY BROCKWAY

STEELE RESOLVE — Ohio State’s defense was up to the task against North-
western, allowing just seven points and 285 yards of offense in the horrid
conditions at Ryan Field. Linebacker Steele Chambers (22) finished with
eight tackles (seven solo) and a tackle for loss.

portunities open for the offense, which has
been a key tenet of Ohio State’s defense
this season, especially in contrast to recent
years.

“You play together,” linebacker Tommy
Eichenberg said. “Offense helps out defense
and defense helps out offense. Getting the
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ball back to the offense is our job, so we try
to do that the best we can.”

It took time for the offense to start doing
its job, though. The Buckeyes' first six drives
of the game featured five punts and a turn-
over on downs in which running back Miyan
Williams was stuffed on fourth-and-1 after
also being stuffed on the preceding third-
and-1, another symptom of the recently ane-
mic rushing attack for Ohio State. Those six
drives accounted for just 62 yards of offense
as the Wildcats clung to their slim lead.

With Northwestern threatening to take
the lead into the half and add to it, receiving
the ball to start the second half, the Buck-
eyes — with 4:55 remaining in the first half
— had accounted for just 26 rushing yards
on 10 carries. Some of these struggles were
courtesy of the monsoon tearing through
Ryan Field, but the rushing attack was also
hampered due to injuries.

TreVeyon Henderson was a surprise
scratch ahead of the contest after playing in
each of Ohio State’s previous three games,
and Williams was clearly not 100 percent
after suffering a hand injury the previous
week at Penn State. This led to Chip Traya-
num being moved to a full-time running
back as insurance, and with freshman
Dallan Hayden, this meant the Buckeyes
had just three scholarship running backs
against the Wildcats.

But it was the final drive of the first
half that the Buckeye offense finally broke
through. Moving away from the passing at-
tack, Ohio State rushed the ball six times
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for 46 yards, capping it off with a 15-yard
end-around touchdown by Egbuka to tie the
game.

“It was exhilarating,” said Egbuka, who
finished with two catches for 6 yards and
two carries for 21 yards. “You don't get
the ball too much as a receiver out of the
backfield, so I was just building that toolkit.
It's maybe something we can build off later
on in the season. That’s really big for us. |
was really happy to score that touchdown —
amazing blocks by our linemen and Marvin
on that play. I'm just really grateful.”

Egbuka has been used in that role sev-
eral times this season, accruing 59 rushing
yards on six carries entering this game. It's a
relatively new role with the Buckeyes — one
likely brought on by the absence of wideout
Jaxon Smith-Njigba, who was once again
out against Northwestern — but it's one he
has a deep history with.

“l didn’t really play receiver until my
freshman year of high school, but running
the ball out of the backfield is something
that I grew up with,” Egbuka said. “I grew up
playing running back pretty much my whole
life. I just feel like I can be a physical runner,
but I can also put my foot on the ground and
make a cut. So when you combine those
two, I feel like it's a good combination.”

Another boost to the rushing attack was
Stroud, who broke his tendencies and fin-
ished with 79 rushing yards on six carries,
several of which were either designed or
option runs. The highlight was a 16-yard
gain on fourth-and-1 that led to Ohio State’s
touchdown drive in the second quarter.

“That’s huge,” Egbuka said. “And that
just goes back to CJ. being a real leader,
knowing what he needs to do in certain sit-
uations. He doesn’t want to run the ball — he
wants to sling it downfield and stuff like that
—but when the weather isn’t permitting that,
CJ. is able to run and gives us a lot of yards.
Just being able to do that is just a testament
to his leadership.”

The Buckeyes added another touchdown
on their first possession of the third quarter,
another run-heavy drive that featured Wil-
liams with three carries for 33 yards and a
touchdown. While the score remained close

before Ohio State’s final touchdown of the
game, another rushing score by Williams
with 4:21 remaining in the contest, the
game never felt much in doubt in the sec-
ond half due to Northwestern’s inability to
move the ball after some opening success
in the wildcat.

If the rushing attack hadn't found its way
— for this game, at least — Ohio State could
have been in trouble, as Day said there was
a point in the game where he realized the
passing attack wouldn't work down the
stretch.

“It was that point where there was (a
pass) maybe to Cade (Stover), there was
one maybe to Julian (Fleming). They were
so low and there was so much more green
grass,” Day said. “I thought (Stroud) threw
a couple good balls and the wind absolutely
just took it, darted the ball. It's almost like
throwing a knuckleball into the wind.

“And that’s frustrating, because now you
know you're going to be swimming uphill all
day, and that’s not something we're used to.”

But at the end of the windy day, it worked.
Despite being outgained 285-283, going just
4 of 15 on third down (Northwestern was 9
of 20), being stopped twice on fourth down
and being dominated in time of possession
(36:26 to 23:34), Ohio State walked away
with the victory. Even if the Buckeyes didn’t
look like the No. 2 team in the country for
most of the afternoon — and style points take
on an increased emphasis with the College
Football Playoff rankings having started on
Nov. 1 — they did what good teams do, and
that’s find a way to win despite the circum-
stances.

“I wouldn’t say we came in with any ex-
pectation to beat the brakes off Northwest-
ern,” Egbuka said. “We go in and respect
our opponent week after week. We feel like
we're a great team and we can run anybody
out of the building.

“But it comes down to execution. We
knew here in Chicago it wouldn’t be an easy
win by any means, especially when we saw
the weather reports. Just coming out here
and leaving with a win is something we're
happy about.”
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

OSU’s Offensive Woes Headline Sloppy Win

Since the off week, Ohio State’s typically
high-powered offense has looked disjointed
and out of rhythm over long stretches of the
Buckeyes' battles with lowa, Penn State
and Northwestern. OSU’s 21-7 win over the
Wildcats on Nov. 5 provided the most glar-
ing examples of the team’s strange regres-
sion in that facet of the game following its
time off.

As was the case in the previous two
games, Ohio State came out of the locker
room flat offensively, but unlike its wins
over lowa and Penn State, the offense was
generally knocked off track for a majority of
the contest against the Wildcats. While the
whipping winds and pouring rain played a
factor in the Buckeyes’' struggles against
Northwestern, head coach Ryan Day ad-
mitted that his team could have played a
cleaner game but added that he was glad to
escape with a win.

“I think the first thing is that we found a
way to win a hard-fought game like this, and
it wasn’t about anything other than winning
the game,” Day said. “When you get into
November and you get in certain games,
it's like, ‘How can you win by “X” number of
points’ or whatever. This had nothing to do
with that. You're dealing with these types of
conditions, it’s impossible.

“I could tell you what some of the issues
are going to be right now: There was an ex-
tra guy sitting at 3 yards (off the ball). So
what do you do? You either read it or you
throw it. And one of those was out of the pic-
ture,” he continued. “Could we have done
some things better? Absolutely. But it was
a very challenging day, and I'm glad it’s now
behind us.”

From the start, it appeared that it was go-
ing to be a long day for the Buckeye offense.
Although running back Miyan Williams
busted a 6-yard run on Ohio State’s first play
from scrimmage, the play was negated by a
holding penalty on guard Matthew Jones. Af-
ter that, the Buckeyes couldn’t make much
happen as wide receiver Emeka Egbuka
sprinted for a 6-yard gain, but a pair of in-

GAME
NOTEBOOK

Jack Emerson

completions from quarterback C.J. Stroud
stalled the drive.

The Buckeyes' next five drives followed
with similar disappointment, four resulting
in punts and one ending in a pair of failed
conversions in a short-yardage situation on
both third and fourth downs. Williams was
stuffed on back-to-back carries to keep him
from the line to gain.

“We're going to look at it and realize that
we could have moved guys. Even if there are
two extra guys in the box, we've still got to
convert in those situations,” Day said. “An-
gles change because there are two extra
guys down there. Again, no excuse, we've
got to do a better job for sure. But I think
that played into some of those things early.”

Williams said that facing fronts of eight
or nine Wildcats just come with the territory
of playing in those weather conditions.

“I wouldn't say it’s difficult,” he said. “It’s
just like this is a game of football. You deal
with it, turn nothing into something.”

During the game’s first frame, Ohio State
netted just 47 yards for an average of 2.6
yards per play, along with an O-for-5 mark on
third down. The Buckeyes' third-down woes
carried over to the second quarter, where
they also were unable to come up with a sin-
gle conversion, going O of 3.

The Buckeyes trailed 7-0 for the major-
ity of the first half, but their offensive unit
caught a break when Northwestern punter
Hunter Renner could muster only a 32-yard
punt from his own 14-yard line, giving Ohio
State a short field with 4:55 remaining in
the second quarter. It appeared that the
offense was heading toward another three-
and-out, as three runs from Williams netted
just 9 yards. However, Stroud extended the
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SONNY BROCKWAY

TAKING OFF — Ohio State quarterback C.J. Stroud got out of his comfort
zone against Northwestern, carrying the ball six times for a career-high 79
yards, including a 44-yard scamper in the fourth quarter.

drive on a 16-yard gain on an option keeper.

“l was just out there playing with in-
stincts on that fourth-and-1,” Stroud said. “I
had an idea pre-snap of what they could pos-
sibly do. They can possibly take away Miyan
because a lot of teams probably think that I
can't run or I'm not willing to. I took it in my
hands and tried to get a first down for my
teammates, so I feel like I did such.

“It was the nickel who came off the edge
trying to wrap around, trying to get Miyan,
so [ just felt like it was necessary for me to
pull, try to get upfield.”

Just two plays later, the Buckeyes finally
found pay dirt on a 15-yard touchdown run
by Egbuka, who beat the Wildcat defense to
the right corner of the end zone on an end
around.

“It was definitely a big momentum shift,”
Egbuka said. “It was a huge play for us. We
really needed that one, big time. But even
if we didn't get it, we weren't feeling pres-
sured. We weren't trying to press. We were
just playing our game.”

Ohio State again benefited from a short
field on its next possession in the second

half, and similar to the previous drive, the
Buckeyes were able to take advantage. Ohio
State went 45 yards in six plays, a drive
capped off by a 27-yard touchdown in which
Williams weaved through several North-
western defenders to claim the lead.

However, the Buckeyes lost any momen-
tum they gained from their back-to-back
scoring drives, punting on each of their next
two drives, one of which was a result of their
third three-and-out of the afternoon. The
Buckeyes were able to put the game on ice
with 4:21 remaining in regulation thanks to
a 2-yard plunge into the end zone by Wil-
liams to extend the lead to two scores.

Ohio State finished the afternoon with
283 yards of total offense, which is the
lowest mark by the Buckeyes since their
24-7 win over USC in the 2017 Cotton
Bowl when they gained 277. While the
weather did play a factor in Ohio State’s
offensive struggles, Egbuka emphasized
that the Buckeyes still found a way to get
enough points on the board to escape with
a win.

“We knew it was going to be windy,” he
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said. “And we knew the passing game would
be difficult at times. When you're going
against a team that knows that you're not
going to pass the ball, they kind of stack the
box and prevent us from running because
they know that’s all we can do. We just tried
to equate physicality and rock off the ball.
That’s something that we were emphasizing
all throughout the week. In the end, we got
it done.”

Stroud Struggles In Wind
But Excels With His Legs

Playing into Ohio State’s disjointed of-
fensive display against the Wildcats was
Stroud’s inability to find his receivers on a
consistent basis. However, Stroud saw sev-
eral passes hit off the hands of his intend-
ed targets while a few of his other attempts
also were thrown off course by the windy
conditions.

Stroud finished the day completing just
38.5 percent of his passes for a career-low
76 yards, which is the lowest single-game
yardage mark by an Ohio State quarterback
since J.T. Barrett threw for just 46 yards in
a 17-14 loss to Michigan State on Nov. 21,
2015.

“I'm not sure the exact miles per hour
it was, but those conditions are tough, es-
pecially when you add rain into it,” Stroud
said. “But I felt like we did a decent job and
were trying to throw the ball. I feel like [ was
ripping it through (the wind) a little bit. It's
hard to tell where the ball is going from the
receiver’s aspect as well. It's tough playing
in the Big Ten, so you've got to find different
ways to win.”

Although Stroud was limited in what he
could do through the air, he still was able to
continue to strengthen his connection with
wideout Marvin Harrison Jr., who finished
the afternoon with a team-best five recep-
tions for 51 yards.

Since Stroud was unable to get into a
groove with his arm, he relied on his running
ability, which has largely gone under-uti-
lized, much to the Ohio State fan base’s
chagrin. Stroud rushed for a career-best 79
yards while making several key runs to aid
the Buckeyes’ rushing attack.

Stroud emphasized that his ability to run
the ball has always been in his arsenal de-
spite his typical reluctance to carry the rock.

“We had to find another way to win. I'm
like that every game where I tell Coach to
run me if he wants to or if he doesn'’t, that’s
up to him,” Stroud said. “Usually every run
play I do have a read. I read a certain player.
(There were) a couple of times in the game
where my defender or my gap was closed off
or it was open, so [ would take it.”

Stroud’s big day on the ground was head-
lined by his previously mentioned 16-yard
dash on fourth-and-1 to go with a 44-yard
run on Ohio State’s last scoring drive which
set up Williams' 2-yard insurance score.
Stroud’s 44-yard carry marked the sec-
ond-longest run of his career, nearly match-
ing his 48yard touchdown run which oc-
curred during his freshman season against
Michigan State.

Egbuka said he wasn't surprised by
Stroud’s unexpected surge on the ground,
noting that his prowess as a runner has
largely been kept under wraps due to solid
protection from his offensive line.

“We see it in practice sometimes,” Eg-
buka said. “CJ.s got a little bit of wheels.
You guys saw it on that long run he had. Be-

OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

Game Analysis

What Worked Well

While the offense spun its wheels for much of its matchup
with Northwestern, the defense responded to an early Wildcat
touchdown drive and looked nearly impenetrable the rest of the
way.

Northwestern didn’t score for the final 51:45 minutes of
game time against Ohio State, and the defense did it a different
way than it had been stopping opponents the past few weeks.
Although Ohio State collected 10 takeaways in its last two
contests against lowa and Penn State, it didn’t need to force a
turnover against the Wildcats to keep them declawed, instead
stopping them four times on fourth down.

Safety Ronnie Hickman stopped Northwestern wide receiver
Malik Washington 4 yards short on fourth-and-8 early in the
second quarter, and on the Wildcats’ first possession of the
third quarter, safety Lathan Ransom and defensive tackle Taron
Vincent combined to stop running back Evan Hull on a wildcat
dive on fourth-and-1.

After Ohio State forced an incomplete pass on fourth-and-8
with 9:41 remaining, another stop of a desperation fourth-and-9
attempt from the Wildcats with less than four minutes to play
all but sealed the win for Ohio State when the Buckeyes’ combi-
nation of pressure and tight coverage forced an incompletion to
wide receiver Jacob Gill.

What Didn't Work
Ohio State’s passing game looked more out-ofsync against
Northwestern than it has all season. Quarterback CJ. Stroud finished
amere 10 of 26 with 76 yards and failed to toss a touchdown strike in
what turned out to be a defensive battle.

Attempts in the direction of wide receiver Julian Fleming proved
especially fruitless. The Pennsylvania native was targeted nine times
but managed just one catch for 7 yards.

There were swirling wind gusts in Evanston, Ill., which surely
contributed to some of the issues. Both sets of goalposts were dancing
around all game in the face of the strong winds. Attempts to push the

ball downfield from Ohio State were futile, and Stroud’s longest com-
pletion of the game went for just 15 yards.

Weather doesn'’t fully account for how bad a normally vaunted
passing offense, which ranked 12th nationally in pass yards per game
entering its matchup with the Wildcats, performed. Two drops and
several other balls going off receivers’ fingertips didn’t help matters,
but it seemed as though Stroud and his receivers just weren't in sync
much of the contest.

Several tosses found their way into no man’s land, typically a result
of when a receiver runs a different route than expected by his quarter-
back. Stroud struggled from the outset, too, opening the contest with
five straight incompletions across Ohio State’s first two drives.

Such issues throwing the ball made it much more difficult to
convert on third down for the Buckeyes. Each of their first eight third-
down tries fell short, with a 4 of 15 mark as a whole. Stroud was 2 for
8 for 23 yards on third down, though the Buckeyes did convert on two
of their four fourth-down attempts.

Play Of The Game

Ohio State’s running game chose a great time to finally break
through against Northwestern.

With the game still knotted up 7-7, running back Miyan
Williams took a third-and-3 handoff up the middle from a shot-
gun set. He plowed into a pile of people as he crossed the first-
down line, then bounced off to his right and kept trucking.

Another jump cut made along the right hashes fooled
Northwestern defensive back Theran Johnson and brought
Williams up the right sideline, where he slipped an arm tackle
from Wildcats defensive back Devin Turner and beat a recover-
ing Johnson to the corner of the end zone for a 27-yard touch-
down jaunt.

It proved to be the game winner for Ohio State, putting it
ahead 14-7 midway through the third quarter. The Buckeyes
proceeded to pick up 88 yards on 14 carries in the fourth quarter
to put the game away as Williams added another rushing score.

— Andy Anders

ing able to run is something that he doesn’t
do too much because of the execution
of our offensive line. He has time a lot of
time, so he doesn't really have to scramble
too much. And he can get it downfield to
the guys like Marv, Julian and all our tight
ends.”

Day noted that Stroud has carried the
ability to run throughout his time as the
starting quarterback but said that his health
is of paramount importance to the team,
which gives Day pause when dialing up
quarterback runs. Day pointed to injuries
sustained by former Ohio State quarterback
Justin Fields prior to the national champion-
ship in 2021 as one of his motivating factors
for keeping Stroud in the pocket.

Beyond that, Day said that he felt he
made the right choice to let Stroud loose
as a runner and his contributions on the
ground were valuable to the Buckeyes’ win.

“That’s the balance you try to find of, ‘Is
it worth it to get the quarterback involved
and expose him to shots that could poten-
tially get him out of the game?’ Or do you
need those yards, and I think that’s where
you have to make good decisions,” Day said.
“You have to take a deep breath at times and
keep working through that, knowing that
if you involve the quarterback, yeah, you
might gain more yards, but you also expose
him to hits.

“We needed it today in these conditions,
at the right time. Those two runs were huge.
We didn't just throw them in there to make
4 yards — they were big hits.”

Wildcats Utilize
The Wildcat

The Buckeyes weren't the only ones who
got creative with their rushing attack. North-
western dug into its bag of tricks as well, uti-
lizing the wildcat formation in its running
game with decent success.

Of Northwestern’s 76 offensive plays, 17
came in the wildcat formation, with either
running backs Evan Hull or Cam Porter
taking the snaps. The Wildcats utilized the
wildcat formation en route to 206 rushing
yards, and Hull led the way with 122 yards
and Northwestern’s only score.

Northwestern’s only touchdown of the
afternoon came out of the wildcat, when
Hull took the direct snap before darting to
the left and juking Ohio State cornerback
JK Johnson before rumbling to the end zone
untouched to lift the Wildcats to the early
7-0 lead.

Northwestern head coach Pat Fitzgerald
praised his offensive staff’s game plan for
this game, particularly their liberal use of
the wildcat in order to keep the Buckeyes
on their heels.

“I think the offensive staff did a great job
putting together an outstanding plan,” Fitz-
gerald said. “We kind of waited until after
practice on Tuesday to feel like we could
trust the weather report and when we saw
it, we knew it would be a major factor in the
game.

“It made it really difficult to throw the
ball today. I thought the guys put together a
great plan, and for the most part, I thought

our guys worked their tails off to execute it.”

Ohio State linebacker Tommy Eichen-
berg, who finished the afternoon with a
game-best 13 tackles, noted that the Buck-
eyes expected Northwestern to expand their
running game as a result of the weather
conditions.

“It kind of makes a team one-dimension-
al, really,” Eichenberg said of the elements.
“With the wind blowing everywhere, it's
hard to throw. They went wildcat a lot. They
were running the ball a lot. Not a lot of pass-

”

ing.

Mirco Hangs Strong
In Punt Game

Ohio State also received some strong
special teams play against Northwestern,
primarily boosted by the leg of punter Jesse
Mirco.

Mirco boomed a career-long 77-yard
punt with 6:17 remaining in the first half,
but that was merely the highlight in a big
day for the punter from Down Under. The
Australian national amassed 352 total
yards on his punts, good for an average of
50.3 yards per punt.

Mirco added a pair of punts that were
downed inside the Northwestern 20-yard
line, including a coffin corner kick that rolled
out of bounds at the Wildcat 4-yard line with
1:24 remaining in the third quarter.

On a day in which the Buckeyes couldn’t
generate much offensively, Mirco was a use-
ful weapon thanks to his prowess in flipping
the field.
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OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 21, Northwestern 7

Ohio State head coach Ryan Day on the
Ohio State defense: “| thought a couple of
the short-yardage situations were excellent.
You've still got to make the play, you've still got
to defeat blocks, and they did that. There was
a point in the game where the defense really
had a lot of energy. You could feel that field

flipping.”

Northwestern head coach Pat Fitzgerald
on Ohio State: “Ryan’s got, not a good team,
he's got a great team, a very talented team at
every position. | thought our defense, for the
most part, did a pretty darn good job of keep-
ing the ball inside and in front. Unfortunately
on a couple of plays we let it get around us,
which ended up being the difference in the
game.”

Ohio State quarterback C.J. Stroud on
whether he proved he could run the ball
against Northwestern: “| don’t really care.
I'm willing to do anything. I'm willing to do
anything to win, and that’s throwing the ball,
running the ball. 1 don't play this game to
please anybody. Of course, | want to be appre-
ciative of Buckeye Nation, which | am, and the
fans out there that support me. But at the end
of the day, I'm here to win for my brothers in
the locker room and my family back home.”

Ohio State running back Miyan Williams
on his go-ahead touchdown: “It just felt
great just to put some points on the board,

because we know - we expected to put way
more points on the board. Tough game. I'm just
glad we came out with the win.”

Day on mixing in running backs Dallan
Hayden and Chip Trayanum with TreVeyon
Henderson out: “We talked about it at one
point, but we felt like Miyan was running well.
There were a lot of guys down in the box, and
we felt like with more and more at-bats, he’d
start to break them there the more opportuni-
ties he had. And that’'s part of the run game.
For us, whether it's an RPO or reading some-
body, we try to equate numbers that way, and
on days like today when you're lining up under
center, it's very difficult.”

Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka
on what the wind was doing to deep pass-
es: "If you were going against the wind, they
would just stop and die in midair, especially on
special teams like the punt game and all that
type of stuff. If you're with the wind, it kind
of just carried and carried and carried. You
wouldn’t really know where it was landing. It
was kind of hard to gauge. Definitely big for
eye control for us receivers, but it was a good
learning experience as well.”

Egbuka on frustration at Ohio State not
being able to pass the ball: “Even if it does
get frustrating, we can’t let it get to us. Our
defense has been playing amazing football -
they only allowed seven points in this game. |

would say we can’t get frustrated. Maybe you
can have a little moment after that play, but
after that's done, you have to let it pass. That's
something that we’'ve been working on all
season. And just staying on schedule is going
to be a big emphasis watching this film. But
there’s no time to be frustrated in a four-quar-
ter game.”

Egbuka on the weather: “I thought it
would be a little rainier. | thought there would
be more of a storm, maybe a delay or some-
thing like that. But | did not think it would be
as windy (as it was). | thought they were just
kind of hyping it up when they said like 40
mile per hour gusts. But, pregame when you're
catching those punts and kickoff returns in the
air, it looked like it's going over your head and
lands 20 yards shorter. I've never played in con-
ditions like that.”

Day on Ohio State’s problems in
short-yardage: “When there's two extra guys
down because it's real zero, low coverage,
there’'s going to be an extra guy. No excuse,
we should still convert. But when there’s no
threat of any kind of pass at all in those situa-
tions, because in the past in those third-down
and shorts, if they leave the middle of the field
open, we're going to go get it and try to score.
When you can’t do that, it's a whole different
feel.”

REDS FANS!

Follow The Reds Year-Round In Reds Report

eds Report is must reading for every T

Reds fan. Each information-filled issue S PUEI-
includes player features; historical articles; NG
extensive minor-league coverage with fea-
tures on top prospects, complete statistics
and farm club updates; box scores and game
summaries for every Reds game; complete
team and individual statistics; a Reds memo-
rabilia section and much more.

1 Year (12 issues) — $45.95

e

Send to: Reds Report ¢ P.O. Box 12453 ¢ Columbus, Ohio 43212

[ Please send me a one-year (12 issues) subscription to
Reds Report for $44.95.

[ My check or money order is enclosed. Check #

[ Charge to my: [ Discover 3 MC O Visa O AMEX

Exp. Date

Card No.

Name

Address

City State Zip

For Faster Service On Credit Card Orders Call

1-800-760-2862

Let our family help
your family.

GEICO

LOCAL OFFICE

614-934-3131

8651 Sancus Blvd.
Kyle Haskins
Columbus Office

614-689-8140
1730 Stringtown Road
Joshua Haskins
Grove City Office

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO

companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company,Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. 2018 GEICO

BuckeyeSports.com

Nov. 12, 2022 BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN = 15



OHIO STATE VS. NORTHWESTERN

A Wind Is A Wind — Bucks Down Wildcats, 21-7

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Quarterback CJ. Stroud had the worst
passing game of his Ohio State career. For-
tunately for the No. 2 Buckeyes on a wacky
weather afternoon in Evanston, Ill., he had
his best game with his legs to help defeat
pesky Northwestern 21-7 on Nov. 5.

Running back Miyan Williams scored
twice in the second half to break a stunning
halftime tie with the Wildcats (1-8, 1-5 Big
Ten), who were a 38-point underdog and
lost for the eighth straight time.

Williams put the Buckeyes (9-0, 6-0 Big
Ten) ahead 14-7 in the third quarter on a 27-
yard run and added a 2-yard score late in the
fourth quarter.

Northwestern hoped for and got a home-
field advantage with the conditions. There
was rain — sometimes sideways — and sus-
tained winds between 20 and 30 mph with
gusts up to 50.

Stroud passed for a career-low 76 yards
(10 of 26), but he ran for a career-high 79
yards on six carries, including a 44-yarder
late in the fourth quarter to set up the final
score. Williams had 111 yards on 26 at-
tempts.

Windy City

The Buckeyes went three-and-out on
the first drive of the game working into
the wind. It didn’t help that guard Matthew
Jones was called for holding on the first play.

Jesse Mirco had only a 34-yard punt to the
Northwestern 40, but the Wildcats ended
their first possession with a 56-yard punt for
a touchback.

Following a second Buckeye punt, the
Wildcats had no problem shredding the de-
fense to go 80 yards in nine plays and 3:18
off the clock to take a 7-0 lead at 6:45 when
running back Evan Hull rushed 16 yards for
the score.

The series started with running back
Cam Porter taking a direct snap and run-
ning for 13 yards. Two plays later, he rushed
for 10 yards to the 50. Quarterback Bren-
dan Sullivan passed 12 yards to Bryce Kirtz,
then Sullivan ran for 8 yards to the 30. Hull
rushed three times to the 16 before his TD
in front of a Ryan Field crowd of 42,774.

When the Buckeyes got the ball back,
Stroud completed his first pass in six at-
tempts, a 7-yarder to Julian Fleming, but
OSU failed to get a first down and punted
again.

Ohio State didn’t punt the next posses-
sion. Instead, with the Buckeyes needing a
yard for a first down, Williams was stopped
for no gain on third and fourth downs and
Northwestern took over at the OSU 40. The
Buckeyes rushed 10 times for 26 yards as
they were held scoreless in the first quarter
for the first time this season.

Early in the second quarter, the Wildcats
faced a fourth-and-8 from the OSU 25 when
Malik Washington made a catch but was
stopped at the 21 by Ronnie Hickman.
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The Buckeyes responded by getting one
first down followed by a 64-yard punt with
the wind by Mirco. The next series he boot-
ed one 77 yards into the end zone.

“When we saw (the weather report),
we knew it would be a major factor in the
game,” said Northwestern coach Pat Fitz-
gerald.

With under five minutes left in the half,
the Buckeyes started at the Northwestern
46 after a rolling 32-yard punt and got the
tying score on a 15-yard run by Emeka Eg-
buka with 2:26 remaining.

The series started ominously with Wil-
liams gaining only 9 yards on three carries.
On fourth down from the 37, Stroud fooled
everyone and kept the ball, rushing to the
right for 16 yards to the 21. He was forced
out of the pocket on the next play and ran for
6 yards. Egbuka then completed the six-play
drive that used 2:29.

“I definitely wouldn’t say that’s his forte,”
Egbuka said of Stroud running the ball.
“But CJ. got it done today in more ways
than one ... The pull that he had, and then
the long run that he had was huge. Just re-
ally big momentum shifts that came from a
really special player on our team.”

OSU was outgained 140-118 at the half,
with the Wildcats holding a 109-72 advan-
tage in rushing yards, led by Hull (75 yards
on 15 carries). Stroud was 6 of 16 for 46
yards, and he was the Buckeyes' leading
rusher with 29 yards on three totes. Wil-
liams ran 11 times for 22 yards.

Second Half

Northwestern got the ball to start the
third quarter into the wind, and Hull was
stuffed on fourth down for no gain needing
a yard at the Wildcats 45. Defensive tackle
Taron Vincent and safety Lathan Ransom
were the tacklers.

The Buckeyes finally capitalized, taking
a 14-7 lead at 8:44 on Williams' 27-yard
touchdown run on third-and-3. Earlier, Mar-
vin Harrison Jr. had a 12-yard grab on third
down, a yard beyond the sticks to the 34.
The drive was six plays in 2:01.

Late in the third, Mirco’s 48-yard punt
landed at the 4. After a false start moved the
ball back 2 yards, the Wildcats started go-
ing forward. They reached the OSU 36 on
the strength of four third-down conversions
and runs of 15 and 8 yards by Sullivan, but
on a fourth-and-8, Sullivan threw an incom-
pletion to turn the ball over to the Buckeyes
with 9:41 left in the game.

“I thought they did a nice job of incorpo-
rating the quarterback in some of their run
game,” said Ohio State head coach Ryan
Day. “They had a couple of good ideas, but I
also think our defense played strong. And as
the game wore on, you realize the pass was
not going to happen, you just start bringing
guys lower and lower down into the box.”

Ohio State proceeded to go three-and-
out, 2 yards shy of maintaining possession,
and Mirco put a 45-yard punt to the 11. The
Wildcats were unable to get a first down on
three Hull runs for 7 yards, and Hunter Ren-
ner’s 44-yard punt gave the Buckeyes the
ball at their 38 with 6:27 to play.

Williams gave them breathing room with
a 2-yard run with 4:21 remaining to make
it 21-7 as the Buckeyes set the FBS record
with a 70th straight game of scoring 20-plus
points, breaking a tie with Oklahoma (2016-
21).

He started the drive with a 12-yard run
before Stroud later used his feet for a 44-
yard run down the right sideline to the 5.
Stroud ran for 3 more off the next snap to
set up the score to end the five-play, 62 yard,
2:06 drive.

Northwestern’s series then stalled at the
OSU 44 when backup Ryan Hilinski, play-
ing for the injured Sullivan, threw an incom-
pletion on fourth-and-9.

The Buckeyes almost ran out the clock,
leaving eight ticks left after Williams gained
22 yards on six runs and Stroud took a knee
at the Northwestern 38. The Wildcats decid-
ed to run one more play, and Hull ran for 6
yards to the 44.

Notes

The Buckeyes failed to break a Big Ten
record with 40 or more points in eight
straight games. They share the mark with
the 1901-02 Michigan Wolverines. ... Ohio
State’s 283 total yards (207 running, 76
passing) were the fewest in a game under
Day as head coach at Ohio State. North-
western had 285 yards (206 running, 79
passing). ... Ohio State entered the game
averaging 48.9 points and 509.2 yards in
total offense. ... The Wildcats went 9 for 20
on third down and O for 4 on fourth. OSU
was 4 of 15 and 2 of 4, respectively. ... North-
western led in possession (36:26-23:34). ...
Harrison led the Buckeyes with five catch-
es for 51 yards. ... Sullivan was 10 of 14 for
79 yards, and Hull rushed for 122 yards via
30 runs. ... Tommy Eichenberg had a game-
high 13 tackles (10 solo) for the Buckeyes.
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The Numbers Game

= - -
Ohio State 21, Northwestern 7 Season Statistics
Nov. 5, 2022 - Ryan Field, Evanston, lll. )
2022 Game-By-Game M. HarfisonJr. 10 - - - - 60
Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd  EmekaEgbuka 9 - - - - 54
OHIO STATE 0 7 7 7 21 Sept.3  (2) NOTRE DAME (5) W, 2110 106549  JulianFleming 6 - - - - 36
Sept. 10 (3) ARKANSAS STATE W, 45-12 100,067 T. Henderson 6 - - - - 36
NORTHWESTERN 7 0 0 0 7 Sept. 17 (3) TOLEDO W,77-21 105398  (Cade Stover T
. Sept.24  (3) WISCONSIN W, 5221 105473 - -
First Quarter Oct1 (3 RUTGERS W4g10 104245  Mitch Rossi 2 - - - -
NW - Hull, 16-yard rush (Stage kick), 6:45. Oct.8  (3)at Michigan State W,49-20 72,809 T E!Che”berg - - - - 6
Oct.22  (2) IOWA W, 5410 104848  XavierJohnson 1 - - - - 6
Second Quarter Oct.29  (2) at Penn State (13) W,44-31 108433  Gee Scott Jr. 1T - - - - 6
_ _ : ) Nov. 5 (2) at Northwestern W, 21-7 42,774 Jayden Ballard 1 - - - - 6
OSU - Egbuka, 15-yard rush (Ruggles kick), 2:26. Now1?  INDIANA 12 pm. J.T%/Tuimoloau o DT .
Third Quarter Nov.19  at Maryland TBA B B _ _
. , Nov.26  MICHIGAN (3) Noon DalIanﬁHayden ! 6
OoSsuU - M. WI||IamS, 27—yal’d rush (Ruggles k|Ck), 8:44, Dec. 3 Big Ten Championship 8 pm. TC Ca €y 1 - - - - 6
E h 0OSU Totals 55 5555 - - 911 412
ourth Quarter 0SU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before the ~ OPP Totals 17 16-17 0-0 0-0 8-8 142
OSU - M. Williams, 2-yard rush (Ruggles kick), 4:21. opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after the name.
Att. - 42,774 o FG Distance  0-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total
. . Team Statistics Noah Ruggles 3-3  3-4 3-3 01 91
Weather - Rain, 26 mph wind OSU  Opp  OSUTotals 33 3-4 33 04 o
Team Statistics First Downs 210 124 OPP Totals -1 44 33 00 8-8
Rushing 80 47
osu NwW Passing 13 64 Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
First Downs 13 17 Penalty 17 13 Jesse Mirco 31 1451 468 0 77
Rushing 8 12 Average Per Game/Rush 193.2 105.9 M. O'Shaughnessy 1 a4 40 0 4
. Average Per Game/Pass 290.9 165.9 OSU Totals 32 1492 466 0 77
Passing 4 5 Total Offense 4357 2446 OPP Totals 53 2365 44.6 0 75
Penalt 1 0 Total Plays 587 555 .

v Average Per Game 484.1 271.8 Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Rushes-Yards 35-207 59-206 Average Per Play 7.4 4.4 Tanner McCalister 3 41 137 0 30
Passing Yards 76 79 Penalties-Yards 46-397  49-398 JT. Tuimoloau 2 16 80 1 14

Fumbles-Lost 6-3 13-6 Tommy Eichenberg 1 15 150 1 15
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 10-26-0 10-17-0 Third Down Efficiency 51-109  38-130 Zach Harrison 12 20 0 2
Offensive Plays 61 76 Percentage 47% 29% Steele Chambers 1 12 120 0 12

Fourth Down Efficiency 12-14 6-20 Ronnie Hickman 1 8 80 0 8
Total Net Yards 283 285 Percentage 86% 30% Lathan Ransom 1 0 0 0 0
Third Down Efficiency 4-15 9-20 Sacks-Yards 22-129 7-38 OSU Totals 10 94 94 2 30
Fourth Down Efficiency 2.4 0-4 Time Of Possession Avg. 30:12 29:48 OPP Totals 4 47 1N8 1 32
Punts-Avg. 7-50.3 6-40.8 Score Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg. Emeka Egbuka 9 77 86 0 18

. Ohio State 124 89 108 91 0 412 45.8 Jayden Ballard 1 14 140 0 14
Penalties 3-20 4-27 Opponents 41 50 13 38 0 142 158  JKJohnson 1 0 00 0 0
Time of Possession 23:34 36:26 . L OSU Totals n 91 83 0 18

Individual Statistics OPP Totals 5 37 74 0 15
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
Individual Statistics Miyan Willams 102 636 62 12 70 Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
. T. Henderson 96 552 58 6 41 Chip Trayanum 3 29 97 0 17
RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) - OSU: M. Williams 26-111; Stroud 6-79; Egbuka 2-21; Team 1-(-4). NW: Dallan Hayden 54 255 47 1 45 Xavier Johnson > a7 23'5 0 %
Hull 30-122; Sullivan 12-55; Porter 11-50; Clair 1-1; Washington 1-(-2); Team 4-(-20). Emekafdpuka & 80 100 2 27 Jayden Ballard 10 00 0 0
PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) - OSU: Stroud 10-26-0-76-0. NW: Sullivan 10-14-0-79-0; | 1C Caffe 1o 66 66 1 49 Emeka Egbuka 125 250 0 25
TGV'ef,\JAQ nson 3 23 77 0 8 0SU Totals 7 101 144 0 26
Hilinski 0-3-0-0-0. esse Mirco 1 22 220 0 22
RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) - OSU: Harrison J S Egbuk Flemi NW M Hr? A A R T orp ol 05 B0
ec.-Yds.) - H . 5-51; St 2-12; 2-6; 1-7. H i i .
] ( ) . armson over goura eming P:/]flwﬁ Tﬁa(;sasnlum L11 18 38 3 S Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot.TFL-Yds. Sacks
Washington 6-49; Porter 2-14; Kirtz 1-12; Hull 1-4. Cayden Saunders 2 6 30 0 5 T. Eichenberg 53 32 85 80-24 25-12
. Kyle McCord 3 4 13 0 3 R K
PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) - OSU: Mirco 7-50.3-77. NW: Renner 4-34.2-44; Akers 2-54.0-56. R Vg 1 A E;etﬁgenCRh:nrgsﬁf gg 21(7’ ig 5-100%2 15’(7)
. . Team 8 -17 221 0 0 o '
PUNT RETURNS (NO.-YdS.) - 0OSU: Egbuka 1-18. NW: None. Ronnie Hickman 18 21 39 0-0 0-0
0SU Totals 319 1739 55 23 70 .
KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: X. Johnson 1-21. NW: Hull 1-17; Carr 1-3. Cody Simon 413 27 4010 10-6
OPPTotals 315 953 30 6 75 DenzelBuke 15 7 22 202 00
FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) - OSU: None. NW: None. '
( ) Passing Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Effic. JK Johnson B4 19 0-0 00
INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: None. NW: None. C.J. Stroud 169 249 679 2453 29-4 1858 :\.}Juw?llcj)au 1; 2 113 ;g-ig 555-;8
SACKS - 0SU: None. NW: None. KyleMcCord 14 18 778 165 1-0 1731 ke hall or. 0 o
. . - ' . Team 0 1 00 0 00 00 Zach Harrison m 6 17 309 104
TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Chambers 1-6; Tuimoloau 1-3; Eichenberg 1-2; Harrison 0SUTotals 183 268 68.3 2618 30-4 184.3 j Jiag_BaptISte 9 8 17 40-20 35-19
1-2. NW: Hampton Jr. 1-1; Adebawore 0.5-1; Mueller 0.5-0 OPP Totals 140 240 58.3 1493 9-10 114.6 osh Proctor 2 5 17 0-0 0-0
i ) Jack Sawyer 7 9 16 401 207
TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) - OSU: Eichenberg 10-3-13; Hickman 6-4-10; Ransom 5-4-9; Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long Taron Vingent 7 8 15 15-6 0-0
Chambers 7-1-8; Burke 6-0-6; Vincent 4-1-5; J. Johnson 3-2-5; Tuimoloau 3-1-4; Harrison 2-1-3; McCalister Marvin Harrison Jr. 53 834 157 10 45 Tyleik Williams 8 7 1 257 102
. . . . . ) ) . ) . Emeka Egbuka 49 794 162 7 69 Tanner McCalister 13 2 15 0-0 0-0
2-0-2; Curry 2-0-2; Jean-Baptiste 2-0-2; T. Williams 1-1-2; Sawyer 1-0-1; Proctor 1-0-1; Hamilton 1-0-1; Halll Cade Stover 2% 21 123 3 38 Cameron Martinez 9 5 14 00 0-0
Jr. 0-1-1; Cage 0-1-1. NW: Gallagher 5-2-7; Heard Il 3-3-6; Mueller 3-3-6; Turner 5-0-5; Lewis 5-0-5; Metz Julian Fleming 20 361 181 6 79 Caden Curry 0 3 13 156 05-0
- ) . ) N . Jayden Ballard 7 181187 1 72 Chip Trayanum 8 4 12 0-0 0-0
4-0-4; Mitchell 4-0-4; Adebawore 2-2-4; O'Rourke 2-1-3; Hampton Jr. 2-0-2; Niro Il 1-0-1; Story 0-1-1. Xavier Johnsonﬂ 5 48 96 1 24 Jerron Cage 4 6 10 251 15-8
PLAYERS IN THE GAME - OSU: Harrison Jr, Egbuka, M. Williams, Fleming, Wypler, M. Jones, Jaxon Smith-Njigba 5 43 86 0 2 Kye Stokes 8 1 9 104 0-0
. . Miyan Williams 426 65 0 12 CameronBrown 5 1 6 00 00
Stroud, Jackson, Johnson Jr, D. Jones, Stover, Burke, Ransom, Hickman, McCalister, Chambers, Gee Scott Jr. 4 12 30 1 4 Jyaire Brown 3 3 6 0-0 0-0
Eichenberg, J. Johnson, Tuimoloau, Hamilton, Vincent, Harrison, X. Johnson, Hicks, Martinez, J. Brown, L’l,':%ngers‘?” g 13 ;g ? 12 Ty Hamilton 3 3 6 0-0 0-0
itch Rossi )
Trayanum, Styles, Gaoteote IV, Mirco, Simon, Sawyer, Rossi, Fielding, Proctor, Hall Jr, Vimahi, Hancock, Dallan Hayden 2 13 65 0 10 Sonny Styles ) 3 3 6 10-2 0-0
- Tl : Reis Stocksdale 1 12 120 0 12 Jaden McKenzie 23 5 101 0-0
Fryar, Jaan-Baptiste, Cage, Scott Jr, Ballard, McKenzie, T. Williams, Curry, Arold, Ruggles. NW: Sullivan, Kaleb Brown 1 5 5'0 0 5 C.J. Hicks 3 2 5 0-0 0-0
Hull, Washington, Schmidt, Tiernan, Picozzi, Wiederkehr, Skoronski, Navarro, Lang, Ogles, Hampton Kyion Grayes 1 2 20 0 2 Palaie Gaoteote IV 3 1 4 0-0 0-0
. , ’ . 0SU Totals 183 2618 143 30 79 0SU Totals 334 218 552 59.0-224 22.0-129
Jr, Mitchell, Turner, Heard II, Gallagher, Mueller, O'Rourke, Lewis, Hubbard, McLaughlin, Adebawore, OPP Totals 140 1493 107 9 58 OPP Totals 318 252 57033.0-104 70-38
Niro Ill, T. Johnson, Clair, N. Williams, Kirtz, Wallace, Hooper Price, Haskins, Hilinski, Fitzgerald, Brus, Fumbles Forced: Harrison (2), J. Brown, Hickman,
- . , . . Scoring TD EPK EPR EPRC FG PTS Jean-Baptiste, Ransom, Simon, Stokes, Tuimoloau, .
Declan, Uihlein, Porter, Pate, Halkyard, Akers, Bergin, Gill, Butler, Metz, D'Antonio, Adeyi, Wrather, Franks, Noah Ruggles T —on 8 Fumbles Recovered: Gaoteote IV (2), Hall I,
Albright, Stage, Story, Renner. Miyan Wiliams 12 - - - - 72 Ransom, Tuimoloau, Vinent.
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OHIO STATE VS. INDIANA

Expectations Hard To Meet For Hoosiers

By BRADEN MOLES
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

This past offseason, as is often the case
in Bloomington, Ind., was one of reflection
and change for Indiana following one of the
worst seasons in program history. Last year,
the Hoosiers limped to a 2-10 finish and
an 0-9 record in conference play, both low
marks under sixth-year head coach Tom
Allen and the worst respective overall and
conference records since Indiana finished
1-11 (0-8) in 2011 under first-year head
coach Kevin Wilson.

Indiana’s offense struggled throughout
the season, averaging just 17.2 points and
290.0 yards of offense per game, both of
which ranked in the bottom 10 nationally.
The defense didn't fare any better, giving up
33.2 points per game, including 54 points in
a loss to Ohio State, the second-most points
ever scored by the Buckeyes against the
Hoosiers dating back to 1901.

The campaign was made all the worse
given Indiana’s expectations coming off
2019 and 2020. The Hoosiers finished 14-7
(11-5 in the Big Ten) in those two seasons,
earning a pair of bowl berths and putting
themselves in position to play for the Big
Ten championship in 2020, at least until a
rule change put Ohio State in the confer-
ence title game. Allen was named Big Ten
Coach of the Year that season, resulting in
a new seven-year contract that bumped his
annual pay up to $4.9 million, and it had
people thinking Indiana wasn't just a bas-
ketball school anymore.

Of course, the bottom fell out on the Hoo-
siers last year. Allen’s seat remained cool
given his recent contract, which led to the
program making a change by firing offen-
sive coordinator Nick Sheridan.

“We did not meet the standard that I
expect from our football program, and that
starts with me,” Allen said. “This season
was not acceptable and we will work to ad-
dress it.”

Sheridan had stepped into the role in
2020 in place of departing offensive coordi-
nator Kalen DeBoer, who left for the head
coaching job at Fresno State. Sheridan and
DeBoer reconnected this past offseason,
however, when Sheridan was brought in as
a tight ends coach at Washington, where
DeBoer became head coach after a season
with Bulldogs.

“I'm not telling you I was Bill Walsh
last year, because I wasn't,” Sheridan told
Sports Illustrated about his Indiana tenure.
“Sometimes there’s more to it than that. If
I was doing it over, with the quarterbacks,
with everyone, I would have alleviated some
of that pressure on the offensive line, maybe
with more screens, more short passes, but
you've got to throw the ball downfield even-
tually, and we just couldn’t do that.”

Needing to fill the offensive coordinator
job, Allen first hired former UMass coach
Walt Bell, who was fired last season from
the Minutemen after a 1-8 start to the season
and a 2-23 overall record in three seasons.
Adam Henry, a longtime NFL and collegiate
wide receivers coach, was added on staff to
the same role in March and also received a
co-offensive coordinator designation.

It was thought that Bell's up-tempo of-

fense and Henry’s acumen for development
— wideouts Odell Beckham Jr. and Jarvis
Landry, who have carved out successful NFL
careers, played under Henry at LSU — as well
as the addition of Missouri transfer quarter-
back Connor Bazelak, coming after incum-
bent quarterback Michael Penix Jr's transfer
to Washington, would help reinvigorate the
offense after a down year. Instead, the Hoo-
siers have been largely stagnant on offense,
seeing marginal improvement compared
to last season (23.3 points, 329.0 yards per
game this year) but still nowhere close to
where the team needs or wants to be with a
3-6 record through their first nine games.

Indiana’s three wins have come against
Western Kentucky in overtime, FCS-level
Idaho and a win over Illinois in the Hoo-
siers’ season opener, in retrospect one of
the bigger upsets of the season given the
Illini’s dash since to a 7-2 record and No. 21
spot in the AP top 25.

As with last year, the offense has been
the main culprit behind Indiana’s struggles,
and the offensive line has taken much of the
criticism. The Hoosiers had just two return-
ing starters on the line entering the year
in right tackle Matthew Bedford and right
guard Mike Katic, but Bedford was lost for
the season after Indiana’s opener. Since
then, Bazelak likely developed a sixth sense
in the pocket given the consistent pressure
allowed from the front five, as he was sacked
12 times through the first five games.

The issues came to a head in Indiana’s
31-10 loss to Michigan on Oct. 8 in which
Bazelak was sacked seven times and the
rushing attack averaged just 0.8 yards per
attempt, leading to the firing of offensive
line coach Darren Hiller on the next day.

“It starts up front,” Allen said after the
loss to the Wolverines. “We've got to protect.
We're not getting the job done there.”

As for the quarterback himself, Bazelak
has completed just 54.9 percent of his pass-
es in eight games for 2,099 yards and 12
touchdowns to nine interceptions, and he
did not play against Penn State on Nov. 5
as he was “dinged up,” according to Allen.

Even before Bazelak’s injury, there had
been some calls for a switch to either fifth-
year senior Jack Tuttle, who has backed up
Bazelak this season and did so for Penix for
the last two seasons, or redshirt sophomore
Dexter Williams II, who hasn't seen the field
in any meaningful capacity.

Tuttle made some news earlier this sea-
son when he announced he plans to transfer
from Indiana this offseason but remain with
the team throughout the season. With Ba-
zelak out against Penn State on Now. 5, Tut-
tle ultimately earned the start for the Hoo-
siers, finishing just 9 of 12 passing for 82
yards and a touchdown before he was also
forced out due to injury, with Williams and
true freshman Brendan Sorsby also seeing
time in the loss to the Nittany Lions.

Regardless of who is under center for In-
diana, the job has not been made easier given
injuries on the offense. Wide receiver Cam
Camper, who leads the team with 46 recep-
tions for 569 yards and has a pair of touch-
downs, was ruled out for the season after suf-
fering a torn ACL against Rutgers on Oct. 22.

“I feel terrible for him,” Allen said. “He's
part of our team. He'll be on that long road to
recovery. Our staff will do a great job of getting

Get To Know ... Indiana

2022 Record: 3-6.

Team Information: Offensive Formation
- Pistol; Defensive Formation - 4-2-5;
Starters Returning - Offense 5, Defense
7, Specialists 2.

Head Coach: Tom Allen, 6th year at Indi-
ana, 29-38.

Series History: 95th meeting; Ohio State
leads 77-12-5.

School Facts: Location - Location -
Bloomington, Ind.; Enroliment - 32,986;
Nickname - Hoosiers; Colors - Red,
White; Conference - Big Ten (East
Division); Stadium - Memorial Stadium
(Surface - FieldTurf; Capacity - 52,626).

Top Offensive Players

Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD
Shaun Shivers 106 399 3.8 4
Josh Henderson 63 286 4.5 3
Jaylin Lucas 31 130 4.2 1
Passing Comp-Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT
Connor Bazelak 208-379 549 2099 12-9
Jack Tuttle 9-12 750 82 1-0
Dexter Williams |1 4-1 364 4 0-2
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD
Emery Simmons 32 335 10.5 1
Josh Henderson 18 232 129 3

Team Offensive Stats
Points Per Game —23.3

Rushing Yards Per Game — 78.7
Passing Yards Per Game — 250.3
Total Offense Avg. Per Game — 329.0

2022 Schedule

Date Opponent Time/Result (ET)
Sept.2 ILLINOIS W, 23-20
Sept. 10 IDAHO W, 35-22
Sept.177  WESTERN KENTUCKY W, 33-30 (OT)
Sept. 24 at Cincinnati L, 45-24
Oct. 1 at Nebraska L, 35-21
Oct.8 MICHIGAN L, 31-10
Oct.15 MARYLAND L, 38-33
Oct. 22 at Rutgers L, 24-17
Nov.5  PENN STATE L, 45-14
Nov. 12 at Ohio State 12 p.m.
Nov. 19 at Michigan State TBA
Nov. 26 PURDUE TBA
Dec.3 Big Ten Championship 8 p.m.

Top Defensive Players

Def. Leaders  Solo Asst. Tot.TFL-Yards Sacks

Aaron Casey 43 27 70 90-24 15-1
Cam Jones 24 30 54 3.0-15 1.0-7
Bradley Jennings Jr.21 30 51 4.5-16 1.0-7
Bryant Fitzgerald 33 15 48  0.5-1 0.5-1
Dasan McCullough23 15 38 5.5-37 4.0-33
Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD
Tiawan Mullen 2 0 0 0
Myles Jackson 1 10 100 0

Team Defensive Stats

Points Per Game Allowed — 32.2

Rushing Yards Per Game Allowed — 157.9
Passing Yards Per Game Allowed — 264.4
Total Offense Avg. Per Game Allowed — 422.3

him back and having him ready for the fall.”

Emery Simmons (32 catches, 335 yards)
has the next most receptions on the team,
followed by running back Shaun Shivers,
who has pulled in 21 catches for 125 yards.
Shivers is also the team’s leading rusher,
going for 399 yards on 106 carries (3.8 per
attempt) with four rushing touchdowns.

“He’'s hard to tackle because there's
just not a lot there,” Allen said of the 5-7,
188-pound Shivers. “Just a lot of muscle,
and he’s got vertical speed.”

Unfortunately for Indiana, injuries like
Camper’s are not just limited to the offense.
Linebacker Cam Jones, Indiana’s most im-
pactful defensive player and an All-Big Ten
honorable mention last season, has missed
the last four games as he returns from a
foot injury and remains week-to-week rather
than day-to-day.

“I understand patience is the key,” he
said. “It's been killing me, but [ know some-
thing good will come.”

Jones totaled 64 tackles (two for loss), a
sack, a forced fumble and a fumble recovery
last season. His tackles were third most on the
team behind safety Raheem Layne and line-
backer Micah McFadden, neither of whom is
on this year’s team after going off to the NFL.

Bradley Jennings Jr. has appeared in
Jones’ place, racking up 51 tackles (4% for
loss), a sack and five pass breakups in nine
games this season, with linebacker Aaron
Casey filling the other spot in the middle of
the field. Casey is the team’s far-and-away
leader on defense in Jones’ absence, leading
the Hoosiers with 70 tackles (nine for loss)
and two forced fumbles.

Alfred Bryant is the starter at Indiana’s
“Bull” position, which is a hybrid defensive
end/outside linebacker, and he is backed up
by linebacker Dasan McCullough, a former
Ohio State commitment in the 2021 recruit-

ing class. Elsewhere on the defensive line,
the Hoosiers have gotten contributions from
tackles Demarcus Elliott and Sio Nofoaga-
totoa and defensive end James Head Jr,
who have all started in recent weeks.

In the back end of the defense, the Hoo-
siers have an experienced secondary with
cornerbacks Jaylin Williams and Tiawan
Mullen, safeties Devon Matthews and Bry-
ant Fitzgerald, as well as starting nickelback
Noah Pierre — also known as the “Husky”
for Indiana — all in at least their senior year.
The unit has struggled to find consistency,
however, allowing 264.4 passing yards per
game, dead last in the Big Ten and 108th
overall in the country.

This season and last have made it clear
that Indiana — which has not defeated Ohio
State since 1988 and hasn’t done so in Co-
lumbus since 1987 — may be further away
than ever after what was evidently an align-
ment of the stars in 2019 and 2020.

With games remaining against Ohio
State, Michigan State and Purdue, there are
few opportunities left on the schedule for
victory, but additional numbers in the win
column are not the focus at this point for In-
diana heading into the final stretch. Rather,
it's time for the Hoosiers’ youth to shine and
provide a glimmer for the future.

“I just want to see that fight, that finish,
the execution at those critical times,” Allen
said. “That’s never going to cease to be a
priority. Continue to make changes. We
have to make changes, whatever we've got
to do schematically, personnel-wise, to get
ourselves in that position.

“I just want to see younger guys develop
as well. Some guys will get opportunities
because of some guys being dinged up. We
already have had those. I want to see them
rise up and have a great finish to the 2022
season.”
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Indiana at Ohio State

Saturday, Nov. 12 = Noon = FOX
Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio

Projected Depth Charts

WHEN OHIO STATE HAS THE BALL...

31 BRYANT FITZGERALD, 6-0, 206, 6TH-SR.

1DEVON MATTHEWS, 6-2, 206, 5TH-SR. 17 Jonathan Haynes, 5-1, 202, 6th-Sr.

19 Josh Sanguinetti, 6-1, 190, R-Jr. 21 NOAH PIERRE, 5-11, 176, R-SR.

16 Jordan Grier, 6-0, 199, So.

5 Bradley Jennings Jr., 6-1, 221, 6th-Sr.
43 Matt Hohlt, 6-2, 222, R-Fr.

44 Aaron Casey, 6-2, 225, R-Sr.
8 Jared Casey, 6-3, 215, R-Jr.

23 JAYLIN WILLIAMS, 6-0, 185, 5TH-SR.
7 Christopher Keys, 6-0, 183, R-So.

94 DEMARCUS ELLIOTT, 6-3, 315, 5TH-SR.
47 JH Tevis, 6-4, 283, R-Sr.

92 ALFRED BRYANT, 6-2, 250, 6TH-SR.
0 Dasan McCullough, 6-5, 230, Fr.

6 James Head Jr., 6-5, 257, 5th-Sr.
10 Myles Jackson, 6-2, 255, R-So.

G

77 PARIS JOHNSON JR., 6-6, 310, JR.
65 Zen Michalski, 6-7, 310, R-Fr.

50 SIO NOFOAGATOTO'A, 6-3, 315, SR.
51 Patrick Lucas Jr, 6-3, 322, R-Jr.

53 LUKE WYPLER, 6-3, 300, R-SO.
78 Jakob James, 6-5, 295, R-So.

79 DAWAND JONES, 6-8, 359, SR.
70 Josh Fryar, 6-6, 320, R-So.
4 Julian Fleming, 6-2, 205, Jr.
17 Kyion Grayes, 6-0, 185, Fr.

55 Matthew Jones, 6-4, 315, 5th-Sr.
67 Tegra Tshabola, 6-6, 330, Fr.

@@

7 C.J. STROUD, 6-3, 218, R-SO.
6 Kyle McCord, 6-3, 222, So.

18 Marvin Harrison Jr., 6-4, 205, So. 72 Donovan Jackson, 6-4, 300, So.
9 Jayden Ballard, 6-2, 196, So. 66 Enokk Vimahi, 6-4, 310, R-Jr.

S

2 Emeka Egbuka, 6-1, 205, So.
10 Xavier Johnson, 6-2, 215, 5th-Sr.

29 JESSE MIRCO, 6-4, 220, SO.
96 Michael O'Shaughnessy, 6-3, 205, Sr.

8 Cade Stover, 6-4, 255, Sr.
34 Mitch Rossi, 6-1, 250, 6th-Sr.

32 TREVEYON HENDERSON, 5-10, 214, SO. OR
3 Miyan Williams, 5-9, 225, Jr.

95 NOAH RUGGLES, 6-2, 190, 6TH-SR.

98 Jake Seibert, 6.1, 205, . - Starters in bold; returning starters in all caps.

3 TIAWAN MULLEN, 5-10, 181, SR.
9 Brylan Lanier, 6-1, 176, R-Fr.

.

WHEN INDIANA HAS THE BALL...

15 Tanner McCalister, 5-11, 195, 5th-Sr.
13 Cameron Martinez, 5-10, 190, Jr.

)

10 DENZEL BURKE, 6-1, 190, SO.

7 Jordan Hancock, 6-0, 185, So.
9 ZACH HARRISON, 6-6, 272, SR.

51 Mike Hall Jr., 6-2, 290, So.
88 Jerron Cage, 6-2, 305, 6th-Sr.

70 Luke Haggard, 6-7, 305, 5th-Sr. 56 MIKE KATIC, 6-4, 310, R-JR.
77 Joshua Sales Jr, 6-6, 311, R-Fr. 62 Cameron Knight, 6-3, 295, R-So.
10 Andison Coby, 6-2, 175, Jr.
18 Javon Swinton, 6-2, 190, Jr.

14 RONNIE HICKMAN, 6-1, 207, SR.

20 Sonny Styles, 6-4, 222, Fr. \‘

22 STEELE CHAMBERS, 6-1, 232, JR.
21 Palaie Gaoteote 1V, 6-2, 245, 5th-Sr.

12 Lathan Ransom, 6-1, 205, Jr.
41 JOSH PROCTOR, 6-2, 205, 5TH-SR.

BANDIT,

26 CAMERON BROWN, 6-0, 192, 5TH-SR.
4 JK Johnson, 6-0, 179, R-Fr.

33 Jack Sawyer, 6-4, 267, So.
8 Javontae Jean-Baptiste, 6-5, 249, R-Sr.

35 TOMMY EICHENBERG, 6-2, 239, SR.
30 CODY SIMON, 6-2, 239, JR.

6 Taron Vincent, 6-2, 300, 5th-Sr.

44 )T. Tuimoloau, 6-4, 270, So. 91 Tyleik Williams, 6-3, 318, So.

51 Parker Hanna, 6-5, 302, 5th-Sr.
77 Joshua Sales Jr, 6-6, 311, R-Fr.

1 Donaven McCulley, 6-5, 210, So.
19 Malachi Holt-Bennett, 6-3, 188, So.

50 Zach Carpenter, 6-5, 205, R-Jr.
53 Vinny Fiacable, 6-4, 308, R-Fr.

?

2 SHAUN SHIVERS, 5-7, 186, 5TH-SR.
26 Josh Henderson, 5-11, 215, Sr.
93 CHARLES CAMPBELL, 5-9, 170, R-SR.
80 Chris Freeman, 6-2, 192, R-So.

73 Tim Weaver, 6-6, 313, R-Jr.
67 Kahlil Benson, 6-6, 313, R-So.

¢

9 Connor Bazelak, 6-3, 224, R-Jr.
14 JACK TUTTLE, 6-4, 212, R-SR.

94 JAMES EVANS, 6-1, 218, SO.
96 Alejandro Quintero, 6-1, 195, So.
88 AlJ Barner, 6-6, 252, Jr.
48 James Bomba, 6-6, 251, R-Fr.
7 D.J. Matthews Jr., 5-11, 160, 6th-Sr.
0 Emery Simmons, 6-1, 186, Sr.

- Depth charts compiled by Jack Emerson and Braden Moles

How We See It

OHIO STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs.
INDIANA RUSH DEFENSE

The running game has returned! The running game has returned!
Anybody looking at the 207 yards on 35 carries (5.9 yards per rush) in
the slogging 21-7 win over Northwestern on Nov. 5 without watching the
game would rightfully come to that conclusion. But for the majority of the
game when the Buckeyes needed to keep the ball on the ground because
of the extraordinarily strong winds, the rush was as ineffective as it was
in gaining just a combined 164 yards in the previous two games against
lowa and Penn State. The secret weapon against Northwestern was a
career-high 79 yards on six runs for former slow-of-foot quarterback C.J.
Stroud, including a mind-boggling 44-yarder in the fourth quarter. In fact,
he was the leading rusher for the Buckeyes in the first half with 29 yards.
That should never happen. Unintentionally, TreVeyon Henderson and
Miyan Williams are alternating games missed due to injuries. This time,
Williams was mostly healthy, but he was held to 22 yards on 11 totes in
the first half. To his credit, he finished with 111 yards on 26 carries (4.3)
with touchdowns of 27 and 2 yards, but make no mistake that the rushing
attack is nowhere near where it should be. Penn State gained 179 yards
(3.7 average) on Nov. 5 in a 45-14 final over Indiana. The Hoosiers are 83rd
nationally against the run. EDGE: OHIO STATE

INDIANA RUSH OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE RUSH DEFENSE
Seven Hoosiers combined to run for 65 yards on 34 carries (1.9)
against Penn State. Josh Henderson led the way with 44 yards, including
along of 23 yards, but Indiana was simply overmatched along the line. The
Nittany Lions had 13 first-half tackles for loss and 16 for the game. Indiana
rushed for minus-6 yards in the first half and it had 11 total yards in the sec-
ond quarter. The Ohio State rush defense was adequate vs. Northwestern,
allowing 206 yards (3.5) with Evan Hull rushing for 122 yards on 30 carries.
EDGE: OHIO STATE

OHIO STATE PASS OFFENSE vs.
INDIANA PASS DEFENSE

Stroud had a miserable game throwing in miserable weather, complet-
ing 10 of 26 for a career-low 76 yards. Yes, winds reaching 50 miles per hour
made it extremely difficult, but he was still off target more than Northwest-
ern quarterback Brendan Sullivan, who somehow managed to go 10 of 14
for 79 yards. The passing game plan was basically to wait until third down
then find Marvin Harrison Jr. for a first. At some point opponents will figure
this out, especially if Jaxon Smith-Njigba continues to be out with an injury.
It's never a good thing to be in triple digits in the rankings, but that's where
the Hoosiers are in total defense (104th) and pass defense (108th). EDGE:
OHIO STATE

INDIANA PASS OFFENSE vs.
OHIO STATE PASS DEFENSE
The quarterback situation is a mess. Starter Connor Bazelak (12 touch-
downs, nine interceptions) was injured and did not play vs. Penn State. He
may be ready for the Buckeyes. Jack Tuttle, a team captain, announced last
month that he would transfer after the season and had not played this sea-
son until getting the start vs. the Nittany Lions. He was 9 of 12 for 82 yards
and a touchdown before he was injured. He was replaced by Brendan
Sorsby, who was 3 of 6 for 8 yards and an interception. He was replaced
by Dexter Williams 1l (4 of 11, 41 yards, two picks). To top it off, Penn State
had six sacks in the first half. It's hard to judge how well Ohio State did in
defending Northwestern, but the Buckeyes have to be excited to tee off on
the Hoosiers. EDGE: OHIO STATE

SPECIAL TEAMS
Jesse Mirco had a wind-aided 77-yard punt for the Buckeyes and
averaged 50.3 on seven kicks. Indiana freshman Jaylin Lucas was sixth
in the country with a 28.2-yard average on kickoff returns, including a
touchdown against Rutgers. EDGE: EVEN

INTANGIBLES
Indiana is banged up and going nowhere in a disappointing sea-
son while the Buckeyes have been frustrating to watch in recent games.
They've had three straight poor first halves, and the running game disap-
pears for stretches. Those are fixable stumbles and should be worked out
against the overmatched Hoosiers. EDGE: OHIO STATE

STAFF PREDICTION
All signs point to a patented blowout, and 60-plus points seem do-
able for the Buckeyes. However, this team - despite gaudy statistics - still
seems like a work in progress and not one ready to contend for a national
title. OHIO STATE 42, INDIANA 7
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Former Players Decry U-M Tunnel Situation

By ANDY ANDERS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Eight Michigan State players have been
suspended and police are still investigating
following a brawl in the tunnel of Michigan
Stadium after the Wolverines' 29-7 win over
the Spartans on Oct. 29, and it seems to
have evolved into a bigger story than the re-
sult of the rivalry game.

“What happened after the game is com-
pletely unacceptable,” said Michigan ath-
letic director Warde Manuel. “I've talked to
(Big Ten) commissioner (Kevin Warren). He
is looking into it. The police are also look-
ing into it because they've seen the video.
So they are addressing it. We will leave it in
their hands, but this is not how we should
interact after a game. This is not the way
another team should grab a player and do
what they did.”

Video surfaced after the altercation that
showed Michigan defensive back JaDen Mc-
Burrows being punched and shoved by a group
of Michigan State players. In the aftermath,
the Spartans have suspended student-athletes
Tank Brown, Khary Crump, Angelo Grose,
Malcolm Jones, Justin White, Jacoby Wind-
mon, Brandon Wright and Zion Young.

“Two of our players were assaulted,”
Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh said. “You
saw the one video, the 10-on-one. It was
pretty bad. I'm going to let our athletic di-
rector Warde Manuel address it with the

authorities.”

One of the questions that lingers follow-
ing the altercation is whether stadium de-
sign is to blame. For the duration of its ex-
istence, Michigan Stadium has utilized one
tunnel for both teams, making it easy for op-
posing sides to cross paths before kickoff, at
halftime and in postgame. Buckeye Sports
Bulletin spoke with several former players
who have walked through the tunnel, and
the issues date back several decades.

“It is the worst setup in all of college foot-
ball for games in which there is a high level of
intensity, marquee games,” former Ohio State
running back Jeff Logan (1974-77) said.

Former Ohio State linebacker Jim
Laughlin (1976-79) stated that the setup
was a problem when he played in the 1970s
and it remains a problem now.

“It’s a bull-crap situation,” Laughlin said.
“They've never done anything about it, and
they should. Or the officials should. The Big
Ten should do something about it. I mean,
they do it on purpose.”

Bill Conley experienced Ann Arbor’s
tunnel turbulence as both a player and an
assistant coach for the Buckeyes. Much like
Laughlin, he feels there’s an ongoing prob-
lem that dates back decades.

“When I played it was the same way,’
Conley said. “It's been that situation, now,
as both locker rooms emptied out into the
tunnel. There's no other way to get to the
field. And what Michigan did, they waited
until they saw our doors open and then they

FORKLIFT
SERVICE, INC

FILE PHOTO

Proudly Serving

For all your

material Central Ohio
handling Jor Over 50 Years
needs!

1181 Refugee Road
Columbus, OH 43207

619 443-4651

www.harrs-forklift.com
Fax: (614) 443-4711

@

KOMATSU
NOBLELIFT

BRAWL IN THE HALL — Penn State head coach James Franklin is one of
several who have recently taken issue with the tunnel at Michigan Stadium
that forces both teams to walk through it at the same time.

WATCH THE GAME
HERE WITH

\)5?

REW.

JOIN US FOR DRINKS, APPS & GAMES

at any of our 10 Columbus locations!

OR ORDER GAME DAY GRUB T0-GO AT
MYRUSTYBUCKET.COM

20 - BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Nov. 12, 2022

BuckeyeSports.com



OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

would open theirs. It was a purposeful type of
thing. They wanted some and they thought it
would be intimidating on the opposing team,
because it's not a very wide tunnel anyway.
When you come out of those doors, the noise
echoes, like it does in any tunnel. That was
one of their intimidating factors.”

Logan, on the other hand, recalled a spe-
cific incident his sophomore year with the
Buckeyes in 1975. No guidance had been
given to the team from officials, coaches or
security, making for an open season on the
way to the field.

“It was absolute mayhem in that tunnel,
because at least back then, the Michigan
team did not come out of their locker room
until the Ohio State door opened,” Logan
said. “As soon as our door opened, they
came out. So it was like they wanted to in-
cite some sort of riot, if you will, in that tun-
nel going down. And as much as the officials
tried to get Ohio State out on the field first,
I can tell you there was a lot of pushing and
shoving and yelling and screaming, a lot of
stuff going on.”

One thing Logan and Laughlin agreed
upon is that something needs to be done
about Michigan’s tunnel setup, something
even perhaps mandated by the Big Ten. The
former Buckeyes aren’t alone.

Penn State head coach James Franklin
took to a lectern three days after his team’s
41-17 loss to Michigan in Ann Arbor on Oct.
15 and called for similar changes.

“I prefer to talk about these things in the
offseason, but the one tunnel is a problem,’
Franklin said. “It's a problem and has been.
To me, we need to put a policy in place from a
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conference perspective in my mind that’s go-
ing to stop it. We're not the first team to kind of
get into a jawing match in the tunnel. For me, [
want to focus on getting my team into the lock-
er room and not jawing back and forth.”

Ohio State head coach Ryan Day — who
has visited the venue once as an assistant
coach and twice as the lead man for the
Buckeyes — was asked for his thoughts on
the incident on Nov. 1 but stated he didn't
have any comment to give on the matter.
Player safety when entering/exiting the field
does cross his mind though, he noted.

Emotions are going to run high in a foot-
ball game. Rivalries, especially ones with
conference or national championship impli-
cations, will breed hostility beyond the field
of play if squads aren’t kept separated.

“You're jacked up — you're playing Mich-
igan,” Laughlin said. “The stadium’s full,
110,000 people. The place is nuts.”

Logan agreed.

“Especially with the high level of inten-
sity that they had up there with Michigan
State, it's an evening game and it’s all fired
up,” Logan said. “Mel Tucker had won the
last couple of those.”

In lieu of a stadium reconstruction, an in-
crease in security and protocol seems in order
to prevent situations similar to what occurred
Oct. 29. One solution several have suggested
was a close monitoring of when either team is
entering or exiting the field before kickoff, at
halftime and following the game.

“The officials should say, ‘OK, Ohio
State’s gone, you guys can come out now, or
vice versa,” Laughlin said. “It’s crap the way
they do it. It was inevitable that something

was going to happen.”

“l think their only resolution to this
whole thing is going to have to be a com-
plete delay in the beginning of a game until
one team is out there, fully on the field, (and)
that tunnel is empty,” Logan said. “Nobody
else is allowed to come out. They've got to
manage that situation. Then at halftime —
and it’s not just the football team, it’s all the
support staff — they've got to make sure that
they not only get them off the field and in
the tunnel before and after the game, but
they've got to go in and close the locker
room doors before they let the home team
be able to access that.”

Laughlin and the 1977 Buckeye squad
may not have experienced any confronta-
tion with the Michigan football players, but
in one of his favorite stories about former
head coach Woody Hayes, they did have an
encounter with some other athletes.

Michigan had formed a channel of about
100 wrestlers, hockey players and other
athletes to guide Ohio State from the tunnel
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directly to its bench, trying to prevent it from
going on the field prior to kick because Ohio
State tore down the Wolverines’ “Go Blue”
banner in 1973. Hayes didn’t take kindly to
that premise.

“He goes, ‘You know what I think of that?
I think that’s bulls—t, ” Laughlin recalled.
“He goes, ‘You go down that tunnel, after
you knock those guys down with that yellow
M on their chest, step on the back of their
necks and go out to the middle of the field.
You do whatever the hell you want to do.

“ ‘We've got 54 guys, they've got well over
100. So he said, ‘I think that would make us
about even in a fight. ”

Laughlin remembered with a laugh just
how fired up that made the team. Ohio State
ran right through the cavalcade of Michigan
athletes and took the field.

“We just started smashing right through,”
he said. “We had Jimmy Moore, all these big
guys — (the Michigan athletes) didn’t want
any part of that, especially without a helmet
on and pads.”

Mark Waker
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Burke Gains Conﬁdence After Slow Start

By JACK EMERSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

By all accounts, Ohio State’s defense
last season was underwhelming at best.
The Buckeyes ranked in the bottom half of
the Big Ten in total defense (372.9 yards
per game, ninth) and scoring defense (22.8
points per game, ninth) while its pass de-
fense was among the league’s worst (246.2
yards per game, 12th).

Despite the defensive deficiencies last
season, then-freshman cornerback Denzel
Burke made a name for himself during the
2021 campaign. Burke started every game of
his first season as a Buckeye and led Ohio
State in pass breakups by a wide margin,
registering 12 — five more than second-place
Cameron Brown’s seven — and an intercep-
tion. Burke added 36 total tackles, 28 of
which were unassisted.

Burke's stellar play as a freshman
launched him into national recognition. He
was named a Freshman All-American by
ESPN, The Athletic and 247Sports. The
Saguaro, Ariz., native was also named to the
All-Big Ten third team, as voted on by the
conference’s coaches.

For better or worse, Burke’'s emergence
during his debut season only heightened the
expectations heading into his sophomore
campaign. While the buzz around Burke only
grew prior to the start of the 2022 season,
it has been largely a difficult run for him in
the season’s first nine games. Although Ohio
State has improved against the pass as a
whole, holding opponents to 165.9 yards per
game, which ranks No. 3 in the Big Ten and
seventh in the country, Burke has been one
of the few regressions this season under new
defensive coordinator Jim Knowles.

According to Pro Football Focus coverage
statistics, Burke has seen a dip in efficiency.
Through nine games, receivers have caught
53.6 percent of targets against Burke, which
is up from 48.4 percent last season. Burke
has also allowed receivers to churn out more
yards upon the catch this season with op-
ponents averaging 17.8 yards per reception
against him, which is an 6.7 yard increase
from a year ago.

Despite Burke's struggles to this point in
the season, Knowles has displayed contin-
ued confidence in the sophomore and said
that he’s seen growth from him as the season
has progressed.

“Denzel is the same,” Knowles said on
Oct. 25. “I've always had great confidence
in him, and I continue to throughout the
season. If he wasn't making enough plays,
because he is talented and skilled, you have
to then look at the cause, which goes on me.

“He has always been a really fun guy to
coach. He's an easy guy to coach. He's coach-
able. He competes. He tries hard. He listens
to what you have to say, and I think that’s
what you want. You want a guy that’s going to
respond, and he’s always responded to every
challenge since I've been here.”

In the face of his early-season struggles,
Burke recognized that he wasn't playing up
to his standards but preached the idea of
staying in the moment and focusing on im-
provement rather than dwelling on previous
miscues.

“Obviously the start of the season wasn't

what I expected and wasn't what [ wanted ei-
ther;” Burke said. “But I'm not really worried
about the past. I'm just worried about going
forward and stacking games, and just win-
ning games and, game-by-game, doing what
I can to the best of my ability for this team.”

Although much was made about his is-
sues in coverage during nonconference
competition, Burke registered a solid outing
during the Buckeyes' season opener against
Notre Dame. His reputation preceded him
entering the game, and Fighting Irish quar-
terback Tyler Buchner hardly looked in his
direction but still completed three passes
against Burke for 66 yards on five targets.

However, concerns grew following
Burke’s less-than-impressive performances
against the likes of Arkansas State and To-
ledo. Against the Red Wolves, Burke was
flagged twice for clear pass-interference
calls, and his most egregious play came ear-
ly in the second quarter. With 14:48 to go in
the first half, Burke was tasked with covering
5-5, 142-pound wide receiver Champ Flem-
ings. With a burst of speed off the line, Flem-
ings quickly got a step on Burke and took ad-
vantage, hauling in a bomb from quarterback
James Blackman on a fly route and taking
it for a gain of 58 yards to Ohio State’s 12-
yard line while shaking tackle attempts from
Burke after the catch.

The following week against Toledo, Burke
appeared to improve in coverage, steering
clear of any pass-interference infractions, but
showed deficiencies in 50-50 ball scenarios.
With 10:23 remaining in the third quarter,
Rockets quarterback Dequan Finn took the
snap out of the shotgun and was immediately
knocked off his spot and flushed out to the
left. Although Burke kept tight coverage on
wide receiver Jerjuan Newton near the end
zone, Finn tossed a prayer in Newton’s di-
rection. As both Burke and Newton made a
play on the ball, it was Newton who won that
one-on-one battle, high-pointing the ball and
shrugging off Burke to stride into the end
zone.

While Burke faced Flemings and Newton
in one-on-one coverage in both scenarios,

FILE PHOTO
BOUNCE-BACK BURKE — After a sluggish start to his sophomore season,
Ohio State cornerback Denzel Burke has had improved play since the idle
week. Burke has tallied 22 tackles and four pass breakups this season.

he emphasized the need to be locked in at
all times because mistakes are amplified in
those situations.

“That mentality on the island is that mis-
takes aren't forgiven out there,” Burke said.
“You really have to be honed in on your tech-
nique, your eyes and everything that you see
because it's unforgiving out there. You've just
got to be on your P’s and Q’s”

Prior to Ohio State’s bout with Wiscon-
sin on Sept. 24, Burke underwent warmups
as normal, except he sported a club on his
right hand which greatly interfered with his
ability to corral the ball. When the Buckeyes
reemerged from the locker room in full uni-
form, Burke came out in street clothes and
was forced to miss Ohio State’s 52-21 win
over the Badgers. Burke later revealed that
he had surgery on that hand on the Wednes-
day prior to the game.

That wasn't Burke's only ailment through-
out the early stages of the season, as he also
battled through a shoulder injury during
training camp, greatly impacting the number
of snaps he received in practice prior to the
start of the campaign.

“That’s part of the game,” Burke said of
his injuries. “For me, I just had to keep hav-
ing a strong mind and keep going forward
and control things that I could control.”

After playing through pain during the
first few weeks, Burke noted that he’s back
to full strength. Burke returned a week later
against Rutgers, but instead of donning the
No. 5 jersey that he wore during the season’s
first three games, he came out of the tunnel
in No. 10.

“Lastyear, [ really just wanted a single-dig-
it (jersey number),” Burke said. “I thought I
liked it — I did like the No. 5 a little bit — but it
was just something about me. [ wanted to go
back to my high school number. I had No. 10
in high school and really liked that number.

“I'm just going to stick with that, probably
for the rest of my time here.”

Despite the number change, Burke still
looked a step behind his freshman self
against the Scarlet Knights. It was his play
against 50-50 balls that doomed him yet

again, and he allowed Rutgers to get on the
board first. As the Scarlet Knights dialed up
a pass on third-and-6 from the Ohio State 14-
yard line with just four minutes gone by in
the game, quarterback Evan Simon looked in
Burke’s direction.

Even with tight coverage form Burke,
wide receiver Sean Ryan was able to create
just enough separation while the ball trav-
eled through the air to haul in the touchdown
catch in traffic along the front right corner of
the end zone. Ryan went on to beat Burke
again on a similar play early in the third quar-
ter, that time for a 26-yard gain.

Burke's struggles to defend jump balls
were not unique to him, but rather a unit-
wide issue in the cornerbacks room to that
point in the season. Following Ohio State’s
49-20 win over Michigan State, head coach
Ryan Day emphasized that the cornerbacks
had played well in coverage but noted that he
needed to see more from them when the ball
was in the air.

“I keep looking at it and we're there, we
just don't seem to be making the plays,” Day
said. “I think if it's something where guys are
just creating separation, we can't cover any-
body, that’s one issue. But this issue seems
to be that we're there, we're just not making
the play.

“We have the right guys over there and
they're pressing a little bit but that's OK,” he
added.

Burke’s fortunes appeared to flip during
the Michigan State game. He was targeted
just twice against the Spartans and allowed
just one reception for a gain of 5 yards. From
there, Burke has once again started to look
like his freshman self, and opposing quarter-
backs are starting to take notice.

After Burke faced an average of 4.3 tar-
gets per game in his first four games, that
number has dwindled to 2.8 since the Rut-
gers game. According to PFF, Burke has
registered two of his best games this season
during the stretch, earning coverage grades
of 71.3 against lowa and 72.2 vs. Penn State.
In the Buckeyes’ bout against Northwestern,
Burke remained in form, finishing with a cov-
erage grade of 64.1.

While Burke has turned the page by
stringing together some strong starts in the
last few weeks, fellow cornerback Jordan
Hancock emphasized that the unit’s trust in
Burke never wavered despite his early-sea-
son struggles.

“I'm extremely proud of Denzel,” Hancock
said. “He could easily be down on himself,
but he’s always been a team player. It's a hard
process, but he never felt down on himself —
he didn’t show it at least. I'm just extremely
grateful to be his teammate.

“We know how good Denzel is. Denzel is
a really good ballplayer. He loves football, so
it’s really good seeing him out there now and
gaining that confidence back. The sky's the
limit for him, for sure.”

While Hancock expressed pride for the
strides Burke has made since the beginning
of the season, Burke emphasized that his
confidence never wavered in the face of his
subpar play.

“I believe in myself, and again, I play for
an audience of one,” Burke said. “I have a
strong mind-set, and I know what I can do
and what I can do for this team.”
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Hancock Is Handy At Corner After Injury

By ANDY ANDERS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

For six games this season, Ohio State
didn’t have its full complement of corner-
backs. Denzel Burke and Cameron Brown
had played, though each missed time at
various points, and JK Johnson and Jyaire
Brown filled in as needed.

But there was one piece, a player who
had blossomed in fall camp, who remained
sidelined. That was Jordan Hancock.

“He has great length and skills, but he
also sees the formation well,” Ohio State de-
fensive coordinator Jim Knowles said Oct.
25. “He sees the adjustment. He can pre-
dict, pre-snap, what'’s going to happen. He'’s
really got a high football intelligence.”

Hancock has steadily worked back into the
fold for Ohio State, finding a new appreciation
for his craft as he overcame the first injury of
his football career. With the ups and downs
the Buckeyes' secondary has faced outside,
he could be an important reinforcement.

“There’s a lot of stuff I can still work on
(to help the team),” Hancock said. “Just dis-
cipline, eyes. That’'s why I'm in there with
Coach (Tim) Walton, just learning. He keeps
on growing me.”

A good deal of fanfare surrounded Han-
cock as a recruit. Rated the nation’s No. 5
cornerback prospect and No. 73 player
overall in the 2021 class, the Suwanee, Ga.,
native picked Ohio State in July 2020 just
days after decommitting from another na-
tional powerhouse in Clemson.

“(Ohio State) was very consistent,” Han-
cock said after the flip. “They never let off the
gas. They were the first big school to offer me.
Iwasn't even ranked when they offered, so they
were the first school to take a chance on me.”

Hancock entered as one of a trio of four-
star cornerback prospects in the class, and all
of them — Burke, Hancock and Johnson — have
already seen meaningful snaps two years into
their respective Ohio State careers, and the
three share a close bond off the field.

“We're extremely close,” Hancock said.

“We hang outside of practice, we challenge
each other in the facility. We just have fun,
be out there, because we came in together.”

While Burke enjoyed a breakout season
last year, Hancock saw only 31 defensive
snaps for the campaign. Lumping in special
teams plays, he finished the year with four
tackles and one pass breakup.

Despite his recruiting pedigree, Han-
cock stated that such a developmental year
was necessary for him. He had to put a
“Freshman 15” on his 6-1 frame, in a good
way. He'’s up to 185 pounds since graduating
from high school at a mere 170.

“I felt like I had good growing pains (my
freshman season),” Hancock said. “I feel like
I needed to feel things out because I came
in the summer. My body wasn't ready, but [
feel like my body has taken a big jump, and
I feel like, physically, I'm ready. And playing
special teams, getting my feet wet and just
getting used to the speed of the game, I feel
like that was a good change.”

With the transfers of more corners this
past offseason in Sevyn Banks, Lejond
Cavazos and Ryan Watts, a door opened for
Hancock to compete for spot duty alongside
Cameron Brown and Burke, who were re-
turning as starters.

“] felt like I made a move (in presea-
son practices), but I didn’t get complacent
or anything,” Hancock said. “I was playing
more, but [ wasn’t getting complacent. [ was
still putting in the work.”

A setback occurred during the opening
weeks of fall camp, however. Ohio State
doesn’t provide exact details on the when
and what of practice injuries, but Hancock
appeared to have a limp and a wrap around
his leg during the Buckeyes' open practice
on Aug. 9, which is now known to have been
a hamstring injury.

“I was just dealing with a little pull,” Han-
cock said.

He added that much of his recovery time
was precautionary, heeding every bit of ad-
vice the team’s medical personnel gave him.
Burke noticed a methodical approach from
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his classmate during team activities.

“A hamstring (injury) is nothing to joke
with,” Burke said. “It's a lingering deal.
You've really got to take your time with that,
not rush back too early. And I'm just glad we
got him back.”

Burke dealt with his own injury and
some related on-field struggles to open this
season, harboring shoulder and hand is-
sues. The cornerback duo leaned on each
other through the hard times.

“We've just got to keep our heads strong,”
Burke said. “I told him to keep his head
strong. Just keep moving forward. It's part
of the game. You've got to control what you
can control.”

Hancock said he put his trust in God’s plan
as he fought his way back to the field. Through-
out his high school career at North Gwinnett,
he'd never dealt with an injury. In fact, Hancock
indicated that the injury was his first ever.

“I could probably say I took it for granted
before I was injured,” Hancock said. “Now
being back, I'm extremely grateful, extreme-
ly blessed. It was a long process. I just want
to thank the strength staff, the training staff
for really believing in me and getting me
back on the field.”

That feeling of gratitude has changed his ap-
proach to his development. Now that he knows
what it's like to not have football, he values it
more when he’s playing, whatever the setting.

“(Before the injury) during practice youd be
like, ‘Oh, it’s just another day of practice,” Han-
cock said. “But now, being back, I'm grateful.
I'm extremely blessed to be out here because I
could be injured, not be doing anything. So you
can't take those days for granted.”

Ohio State’s injury report filed Hancock

under “unavailable” the first six games of
the season while he recovered. Coming off
the team’s off week, Hancock finally made
his first appearance of the season against
Iowa, and the following week against Penn
State, he made his first tackle of the season
as he ramps back up.

“I haven't been a baseball coach, but it is
like a pitcher. That’s why they call it a pitch
count, [ guess,” Knowles said. “Because a guy
can taper off as a game goes on if he hasn't
built up that stamina. So we're gradually in-
creasing him and looking for more reps from
him this week (against Northwestern).”

Hancock appeared on Ohio State’s par-
ticipation report against Northwestern but
did not log any defensive statistics.

His return came at a welcome time for
Ohio State. With injuries to Brown, Burke and
Hancock throughout this season stressing the
Buckeyes' depth at cornerback, as well as
some questionable play at the position, Han-
cock being back in the lineup — as a starter
against lowa and Penn State with Brown out
— is a significant boost to the room.

Now back on the field, there should only
be more Hancock unlocks as he works his
way back to being a full participant, and it’s
just in time for Ohio State’s stretch run.

“It's been a long road for him,” Ohio
State head coach Ryan Day said Oct. 26.
“He’s been dying to get back on the field.
There’s been ups and downs for those nine
weeks where he was coming back and he
did a great job, especially the last couple
weeks, of really diving in and being serious
and making sacrifices and really focusing
on being healthy to get back out there.”
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100 YEARS OF OHIO STADIUM

’Shoe Capacity Rises Throughout 7th Decade

Throughout the 2022 football season,
Buckeye Sports Bulletin is publishing sto-
ries commemorating the 100th anniversa-
ry of Ohio Stadium. This week, BSB looks
at the Horseshoe's seventh decade (1982-
91) that featured ever-increasing seating
capacity, thrilling victories and another
messy coaching change.

By MARK REA
BSB Managing Editor Emeritus

For a facility that was entering its sev-
enth decade in 1982, Ohio Stadium didn’t
seem to be showing any age. If anything, the
Horseshoe remained vibrant thanks to sev-
eral innovations as well as some of the most
exciting games in football program history.

After leading all of college football in
average attendance for 14 consecutive sea-
sons beginning in 1958, Ohio State had
slipped behind Michigan and Tennessee in
terms of national attendance figures, and
the Ohio Stadium average of 86,960 during
the 1981 season was its lowest in nine
years.

But as university officials began to figure
out new ways to increase attendance, head
coach Earle Bruce began to redouble his re-
cruiting efforts to once again make a ticket
to an Ohio State football game the hottest of
commodities.

Prior to the 1982 season, the university
removed the track that had been part of the
stadium since its earliest days and replaced
it with a state-of-the-art surface designed to
draw national and international meets to
the Horseshoe. The new track was named
in honor of four-time Olympic gold medalist
Jesse Owens, who won a record eight indi-
vidual NCAA championships while compet-
ing for Ohio State in 1935 and 1936.

The installation of the new track also
paid an additional dividend. It allowed the
south bleacher stands to be moved and 18
rows of seats to be added. That provided
room for nearly 2,200 additional fans, push-
ing the official capacity of the stadium to
85,290.

Capacity increased three more times
during the decade until finally pushing past
the 90,000 mark for the 1991 season.

In the meantime, Bruce and his assis-
tant coaches were expanding their recruit-
ing base. No longer content to simply comb
Ohio for its best players, the coach began to
make inroads in such high school hotbeds
as Detroit, Chicago, Atlanta, Miami and
Southern California. Meanwhile, the pipe-
line of talent throughout the Buckeye State
continued to produce an abundance of star
power.

During the three-year period that began
in 1981, Bruce signed such future starters
as running back Keith Byars; linebackers
Eric Kumerow and Thomas “Pepper” John-
son; quarterbacks Mike Tomczak and Jim
Karsatos; receiver Mike Lanese; defensive
backs Doug Hill, Kelvin Bell and Sonny
Gordon; offensive linemen Rory Graves, Jim
Lachey and Kirk Lowdermilk; and kicker
Rich Spangler. Then just during the 1984
recruiting season, Bruce added defensive
backs Sean Bell, Greg Rogan, Dwight Smith
and William White; tight end Alex Higdon;
offensive linemen Greg Zackeroff, Jim Da-
vidson and Jeff Uhlenhake; quarterback/
punter Tom Tupa; wide receivers Jamie Hol-
land and Cris Carter; and linebackers Mike
McCray and Chris Spielman.

“In my opinion, Coach Bruce never got
the recognition he deserved for being an
evaluator of talent,” OSU football historian
Jack Park told BSB. “And I'm not just talking
about players. Look at some of the coaches
he hired — guys like Nick Saban, Pete Car-
roll, Dom Capers, Jim Tressel and Urban
Meyer. Those are some pretty big names.”

Capers had just been hired by Bruce to
take over the defensive backfield coaching
duties when Ohio State opened its 1982
season with a lackluster 21-14 win against
Baylor. A crowd of 88,622 marked the 84th
consecutive sellout at Ohio Stadium as
the Buckeyes got two first-half touchdown
runs from fullback Vaughn Broadnax and
a l-yard scramble in the fourth quarter by

Tomczak in his first game as starting quar-
terback.

A week later, Ohio State kicked off the
Big Ten schedule with a 31-10 win at Mich-
igan State but then returned to Columbus
for a disastrous three-game homestand.

It began with a rematch against Stanford
and its All-America quarterback John El-
way, who had been outdueled by OSU’s Art
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NO SHOES REQUIRED — Ohio State running back Keith Byars finished with
274 rushing yards and five touchdowns on 39 carries in a 45-38 win over
lllinois in 1984, even scoring on a 67-yard touchdown after losing one of his
shoes.

Schlichter during a 24-19 loss to the Buck-
eyes the year before. This time, in front of an
Ohio Stadium-record crowd of 89,436, El-
way rallied his team from a seven-point defi-
cit late in the fourth quarter, throwing an 18-
yard touchdown pass with just 34 seconds
remaining to give Stanford a 23-20 victory.

That was followed by a 34-17 loss to
Florida State, during which Bruce benched
Tomczak in favor of backup Brent Offen-
bacher, and an especially excruciating 6-0
loss to Wisconsin. It marked the first-ever
win in the Horseshoe for the Badgers in 22
tries and gave the Buckeyes their first three-
game losing streak at home in 15 years.

Making matters worse was the weather.
The game was played in a relentless down-
pour, and although attendance was reported
as 88,234, which exceeded stadium capaci-
ty, there were more than 1,000 tickets that
went unsold. As a result, the home sellout
streak which had begun during the 1968
national championship season ended at 86
games.

Bruce managed to rally his team, how-
ever, and Ohio State ran the table on the
remainder of the 1982 season with seven
straight victories by an average margin of
nearly 20 points per game. Included was a
24-14 win against Michigan in front of an-
other stadium-record crowd of 90,252, and
a 47-17 mauling of a Steve Young-led BYU
team in the Holiday Bowl.

The Buckeyes followed their 9-3 finish
in 1982 with another 9-3 season in 1983, a
campaign that included a 24-14 win at Okla-
homa in mid-September and back-to-back
wins against Indiana (56-17) and North-
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western (55-7) in early November marking
the first time in more than 90 years that
Ohio State had topped the 50-point mark in
successive games. During the 1892 season,
the Buckeyes took a 62-0 win at Akron and
followed with an 80-0 shutout win against
Marietta.

But the 1983 season was checkered
with road losses at lowa and Illinois — each
to lower-ranked teams — as well as a 24-21
loss at Michigan in the traditional regu-
lar-season finale.

The defeat at Illinois was an especially
tough 17-13 decision that included a lost
fumble and four OSU interceptions. A sixth
turnover, this one on downs at the Illini 17-
yard line with just 1:43 to play, allowed Illi-
nois to travel 83 yards in just 37 seconds to
score the winning touchdown.

The Buckeyes would have to wait an
entire year to gain their revenge, and when
they did, the Fighting Illini were victimized
by one of the most exciting comebacks in
Ohio State program history.

We're Comin’ Back!

The 1984 season began with a scare as
the Buckeyes fell into a 14-3 halftime hole
against Oregon State before pulling out a
22-14 victory in front of a somewhat ambiv-
alent crowd of 88,072 spectators at Ohio
Stadium.

But OSU followed with three more victo-
ries, including a 45-26 pounding of No. 14
Jowa, and ascended to No. 2 in the national
rankings before an inexplicable 28-23 upset
loss at Purdue in early October. The defeat
dropped OSU six spots in the polls, and
there was definitely some carryover the fol-
lowing week when unranked Illinois came
to town.

The Fighting Illini were carrying a 4-2 re-
cord and were double-digit underdogs, but
things could not have started any worse for
the Buckeyes. Their first possession ended
in a punt after which Illinois marched 80
yards for the game’s first touchdown. The
biggest play in the drive was a 38-yard run
by junior tailback Thomas Rooks, the same
player who had rushed for the game-win-
ning touchdown in Champaign the year be-
fore.

By the time the first quarter had ended,
Illinois had staked itself to a 17-0 lead, and
the onslaught continued into the second pe-
riod. After an OSU turnover gave the Illini
the ball at the Ohio State 21-yard line, the
visitors tacked on another touchdown to
make it 24-0 at the 14:47 mark of the sec-
ond quarter.

Suddenly, though, the Buckeyes began to
show some life. The defense finally came up
with a stop and forced Illinois to punt before
the offense got itself on track. Starting at its
own 9, Ohio State struck with electrifying
quickness, moving 91 yards in just six plays.
Byars finished off the drive with a 16-yard
touchdown bolt, and after Spangler added
the extra point, the Buckeyes were finally
on the scoreboard at the 4:13 mark of the
second period.

Then Bruce took a gamble. Still facing a
17-point deficit but desperately wanting to
build upon the small amount of momentum
the touchdown had afforded his team, the
Ohio State head coach called for an onside
kick. The Buckeyes already had the advan-
tage of kicking off an additional 15 yards
closer due to an unsportsmanlike penalty
on Illinois after the touchdown, and when

the football bounced off the hands of Illini
linebacker Jeff Martin and into the arms of
OSU linebacker Joe Jenkins, the game’s for-
tunes continued to turn.

Recovery of the onside kick gave the
Buckeyes possession at the Illinois 31, and
on the second play of the drive, Tomczak
faked a reverse to Lanese and fired a pass to
Carter that the freshman speedster turned
into a 30-yard touchdown. Spangler added
the extra point, and suddenly Ohio State
had some life after paring Illinois’ lead to
24-14.

The sellout crowd of 89,937, which
had fallen deathly silent after the home
team had gotten so far behind so early, was
also beginning to stir. That stir became a
full-throated roar when Gordon picked off a
pass from Illini QB Jack Trudeau that gave
the Buckeyes one final first-half possession
at their own 38.

Using the middle of the field and his tim-
eouts wisely, Tomczak engineered a 62-yard
drive that culminated with Byars crashing

100 YEARS OF OHIO STADIUM

into the end zone from 4 yards out with just
23 seconds remaining in the first half. Span-
gler tacked on the extra point, and within
the span of less than four minutes, Ohio
State had closed to within striking distance
of the Illini at 24-21.

Best of all, a national television audience
got to join in the excitement when cameras
got a glimpse of Byars on the OSU bench
following the touchdown. The running back
turned his head, smiled for the camera, and
shouted, “We're comin’ back!”

The momentum swing continued into
the second half when Illinois fumbled the
opening kickoff and White recovered for the
Buckeyes at the Illinois 26. Four plays later,
Byars bolted into the end zone from the 1 to
completely wipe out the early deficit. Span-
gler’s PAT pushed the Buckeyes'’ first lead of
the afternoon to 28-24 with only 80 seconds
elapsed in the third quarter.

The Illini rallied with a 46-yard field goal
to narrow the gap to a single point at 28-27,
but back came the Buckeyes with what was

easily the seminal moment of the back-and-
forth game as well as one of the most mem-
orable highlights in Horseshoe history.

Following the kickoff, Ohio State set
up its offense at the 23-yard line and got a
pair of Byars runs that netted a total of 15
yards. An illegal procedure penalty pushed
the Buckeyes back 5 yards to the 33, and
then thunder struck. Byars broke through
the line of scrimmage, cut once toward the
right sideline and then back toward his orig-
inal direction in the middle of the field. He
picked up downfield blocks from Carter and
Holland and then began to pull away from
two final would-be tacklers nipping at his
heels.

All they ever caught was Byars’ left shoe,
which came off at about midfield, but the
Ohio State tailback never broke stride, fin-
ishing the 67-yard romp as the crowd inside
the Horseshoe became unglued.

Spangler’s extra-point attempt was good,
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Continued From Page 25

giving the Buckeyes a 35-27 lead with 8:57
remaining in the third quarter. Most fans as-
sumed in their delirium that the game was
over. There was no way the Illini could re-
cover from that kind of play.

Instead, the game got even better.

Trudeau rallied his team once again near
the close of the third quarter. He drove them
63 yards in 10 plays before tossing a 9-yard
touchdown pass. Then on the two-point con-
version try, the Illini QB rolled to his right
and kept on rolling right into the end zone
to tie the score at 35 with 1:09 left in the
third quarter.

The teams exchanged field goals in the
final period, and it was beginning to look
like the game would end in a deadlock. But
with 3:18 to play, the Buckeyes marched 80
yards with Byars scoring from the 3 with
just 36 seconds to play to give Ohio State a
thrilling 45-38 victory.

By the time the final gun had sounded, the
Ohio Stadium scene was surreal. Fans ex-
ploded out of the stands and even tore down
the goalpost in the north end zone, a practice
usually reserved only for Michigan games.

Byars finished the game with 39 car-
ries for 274 yards and five touchdowns.
The yardage figure shattered the old sin-
gle-game OSU record of 246, set by Archie
Griffin in 1973 against lowa, and the five
TDs matched the mark set by Pete Johnson
vs. North Carolina in 1975. It also tied a Big
Ten mark for most points scored in a single
game, first set by Harold “Red” Grange of
Illinois in 1924.

The Buckeyes went on to win four more
games in 1984, including a 21-6 victory
against Michigan, a win in front of 90,286
fans that propelled them to the Big Ten
championship and their first Rose Bowl ap-
pearance in five years.

Under The Lights

Ohio Stadium ushered in a new era Sept.
14, 1985, when the first night game was
held at the Horseshoe. Pittsburgh provided
the opposition, and the Buckeyes scratched
their way to a come-from-behind 10-7 victo-
ry in front of 88,518 fans.

OSU was hampered by the lack of a run-
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ning attack due to the loss of Byars. The
Heisman Trophy candidate broke a bone
in his foot during a noncontact practice
drill just 12 days before the opener, and the
Buckeyes were held to just 48 yards rushing
against a veteran Pitt defense.

Karsatos came to the rescue, though,
throwing for 246 yards including the win-
ning touchdown, a 1-yard strike to Carter,
with just 4:19 left to go in the game.

White was the defensive hero of the
game for Ohio State. He made a key inter-
ception at the OSU 44-yard line to stop the
Panthers’ final drive at the 1:43 mark of the
fourth quarter.

In addition to the lights hovering over
C-deck behind the east and west sides of the
stadium, the opening-night crowd was treat-
ed to a new video scoreboard behind the
south bleachers. The massive scoreboard,
erected the previous spring and summer at
a cost of $2.1 million, provided state-of-the-
art graphics and up-to-the-minute stats as
well as the score and game clock.

Despite snarled traffic leaving the stadi-
um after the game that ended at 10:52 p.m.,
and some dark spots on the field left uncov-
ered by the portable lighting system, univer-
sity officials proclaimed the first night game
a smashing success. Still, there wasn't an-
other night game held at Ohio Stadium for
eight years.

Seven weeks after the first night game
in the stadium, undefeated and top-ranked
Towa invaded the Horseshoe, looking for its
first victory in Columbus since 1959. The
Hawkeyes, who featured a potent offense
led by Heisman Trophy candidate Chuck
Long at quarterback, entered the game with
a perfect 7-0 record and were installed as
1%-point favorites.

That made Ohio State underdogs at
home for the first time in eight years, a fact
not lost on the Buckeyes. Byars, still side-
lined by his foot injury, delivered an emo-
tional pregame speech that was punctuated
by upsetting food trays, shattering a water
glass against a wall and kicking over chairs.

“Keith usually plays it pretty cool,” OSU
fullback George Cooper said after the game.
“But today, he absolutely lost his mind.”

Another Horseshoe record crowd, this
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one numbering 90,467, sat through a rainy
afternoon to watch the Buckeyes explode
from the locker room to grab an early 15-0
lead. But by late in the third quarter, lowa
had trimmed that margin to 15-7 and was
rallying deep in Ohio State territory. But
Spielman dropped Hawkeyes tailback Ron-
nie Harmon for no gain on a crucial fourth-
and-1 at the Ohio State 10-yard line to end
the threat.

Spielman came up with another big play
late in the fourth quarter when he picked
off Long near midfield to clinch the 22-13
victory for the Buckeyes and trigger a wild
celebration that culminated with the sellout
crowd swarming the field and tearing down
both goalposts in celebration. Spielman fin-
ished the contest with 19 tackles and two in-
terceptions, and after the game he admitted
he had been incensed by the fact lowa was
favored to win the game.

When asked what motivated him most,
the sophomore linebacker replied, “The
motivational factor was that we were under-
dogs in Ohio Stadium. If somebody wants to
fight me in my own back yard, he had better
bring an army with him.”

Messy Coaching Change

The second half of Ohio Stadium’s seventh
decade didn’t hold as many thrills for Buckeye
fans. In fact, just the opposite was true.

The 1986 season got under way with two
road games, the first time that had ever hap-
pened in program history, and Ohio State
dropped both contests — a narrow 16-10 deci-
sion to Alabama in the Kickoff Classic played at
the Meadowlands in East Rutherford, NJ., and
an embarrassing 40-7 beating at the hands of
the University of Washington in Seattle.

It marked the first time since 1894 that
the Buckeyes had lost their first two games
of the season and ratcheted up criticism
of Bruce. The team rallied to win its next
nine games and grab a share of the Big Ten
championship, but a 26-24 loss to Michi-
gan before another record stadium crowd
of 90,674 tempered any enthusiasm fans
might have had.

The following year, the Buckeyes strug-
gled for much of the season and suffered
their first three-game losing streak since
1982. Then less than 48 hours after the
third straight defeat, a 29-27 loss in the
final seconds to a three-loss lowa team in
the Horseshoe on an unseasonably warm
and sunny November afternoon in front of
90,090 stunned fans, Ohio State president
Edward Jennings instructed athletic direc-
tor Rick Bay to fire Bruce during the week
leading up to the Michigan game.

Bay tendered his resignation in protest
while Bruce’s players gave the coach an
emotional sendoff with a come-from-behind
23-20 victory in Ann Arbor after which a tri-
umphant, fist-pumping Bruce was carried

from the field atop his players’ shoulders.

The botched firing of Bruce during Mich-
igan week capped an already dark year at
Ohio State.

On March 12, 1987, longtime head
coach Woody Hayes died in his sleep of
an apparent heart attack at the age of 74.
Ohio Stadium hosted one of two memo-
rial services for the coach with more than
10,000 in attendance to hear eulogies from
All-America quarterback Rex Kern, two-
time Heisman Trophy winner Archie Griffin,
Michigan head coach Bo Schembechler,
and Bruce.

Ohio State conducted a nationwide
search for Bruce’s successor before set-
tling upon Arizona State head coach John
Cooper, whose Sun Devils team had upset
No. 4 Michigan in the 1987 Rose Bowl. A
crowd of 89,768 turned out to watch the
Tennessee-born Cooper lead the Buckeyes
to a nearly flawless 26-9 victory against Syr-
acuse in the 1988 season opener.

But the roof caved in just one week later
with a 42-10 loss at Pittsburgh, and Ohio
State stumbled to a 4-6-1 record, the pro-
gram’s first losing season in 22 years. Put-
ting an exclamation mark on the season was
a 34-31 loss to Michigan in front of 90,176
fans. It was a particularly heart-wrenching
defeat due to the fact the Buckeyes couldn’t
protect a 31-27 lead with only 2:02 remain-
ing in the game.

As Cooper struggled to get his program
up and running, Ohio Stadium underwent
several changes, both cultural and cosmetic.

The facility hosted its first-ever rock con-
cert on May 28, 1988, when Pink Floyd en-
tertained a crowd of nearly 64,000. Prior to
the 1990 football season, natural grass re-
turned as the stadium’s playing surface when
Prescription Athletic Turf was installed.

The following year, seating in the south
stands was increased for the third time. An
additional 5,700 seats allowed for a new re-
cord home total attendance of 654,500, in-
cluding another new record crowd of 95,357
that attended an early November game
against lowa. Unfortunately, as happened too
often during the early part of the Cooper era,
Buckeyes fans went home disappointed after
the Hawkeyes won a 16-9 decision.

Ohio State finished the 1991 season
with a 7-4-1 record, giving Cooper a decid-
edly pedestrian 19-14-2 mark after three
years as head coach. Perhaps even worse
was the fact that despite several modest ex-
pansion projects at Ohio Stadium, the Buck-
eyes had slipped to fourth in national atten-
dance average behind Michigan, Tennessee
and Penn State.

That was an unfortunate trend that
would continue into the next decade while
the Buckeyes under Cooper strained to
maintain their status as a member of the
college football elite.
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BIG TEN NOTES

Spartans Hand Down More Suspensions

Michigan State has handed down four
more suspensions in the aftermath of its
postgame altercation with Michigan in the
tunnel of Michigan Stadium Oct. 29, which
occurred following a 29-7 win by the Wol-
verines.

BIG TEN
NOTES

Andy Anders

Cornerbacks Malcolm Jones and Justin
White and defensive ends Jacoby Windmon
and Brandon Wright were all suspend-
ed on Nov. 1 following the initial suspen-
sions of linebacker Itayvion “Tank” Brown,
cornerback Khary Crump, safety Angelo
Grose and defensive end Zion Young on
Oct. 30. All received indefinite suspensions
for their roles in the incident.

“We are transparently working with law
enforcement and the Big Ten Conference to
evaluate additional facts and evidence sur-
rounding the events in Ann Arbor,” Mich-
igan State athletic director Alan Haller
and head coach Mel Tucker said in a joint
statement. “We will continue to take ap-
propriate action in this matter as we learn
more. The student-athlete suspensions will
remain in place until the investigations are
completed.”

A video surfaced on Twitter following
the contest of one of the multiple scuffles
that broke out. In it, a group of Spartan
players including Brown, Grose and Young,
among several others, are shoving and
throwing blows at Michigan defensive back
Ja’Den McBurrows.

A second video appeared two days lat-
er on Nov. 1 which showed Crump swing-
ing his helmet at Michigan defensive back
Gemon Green.

“There needs to be accountability,’
Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh said.
“There needs to be a full, thorough, timely
investigation. I can’t imagine this will not
result in criminal charges. The videos are
bad. It's clear what transpired. This is very
open and shut. As they say, watch the tape.”

The police investigation into the tunnel
incident in Ann Arbor is still ongoing as of
Now. 6.

Spartans Upset
Fighting Illini

Speaking of the Spartans, Michigan
State threw a wrench into the Big Ten West
Division race on Nov. 5, upsetting No. 14
Illinois by a 23-15 score.

Michigan State entered the contest with
a mere 3-5 record before downing the Illini
without the services of the eight suspend-
ed players. Illinois’ record fell to 7-2 on the
season with a 4-2 mark in conference play.

“I'm really proud of the way our guys
played today,” Tucker said. “Not just the
way they played today, but the way they
prepared throughout the week — just very,
very focused, very confident, very intention-
al and deliberate about everything that we
did this week in our preparation.”

The Spartans raced out to a 23-7 lead

by the end of the third quarter, capped by a
16-yard touchdown pass from quarterback
Payton Thorne to wide receiver Jayden
Reed. Illinois answered seconds into the
final quarter with a 7-yard touchdown on a
jet sweep to wide receiver Isaiah Williams,
his second of two touchdowns on the day.

A two-point conversion followed to cut
the Spartans’ lead to one score. A mostly
fruitless fourth ensued from there with two
turnovers on downs by the Illini, though
Illinois embarked on one last long drive
and progressed to the Spartans’ 7-yard
line with 11 seconds to play. Illinois wide
receiver Brian Hightower got tackled in
bounds following his catch on the next
snap, though, and time expired for a Fight-
ing Illini defeat.

After the results of Nov. 5, every team in
the Big Ten West had at least two losses in
conference play. lllinois still held the out-
right lead with its 4-2 record, as four other
teams (lowa, Purdue, Wisconsin and Min-
nesota) are tied behind the squad at 3-3,
with Nebraska (3-6, 2-4) and Northwestern
(1-8, 1-5) holding down the bottom of the
division. The Fighting Illini host Purdue on
Nov. 12 and still have to play at Michigan
on Nov. 19 before closing the season at
Northwestern on Nov. 26, leaving the divi-
sional race wide open should they lose any
of their remaining contests.

Rutgers, Schiano Give
Michigan Their Best Shot

The Michigan Wolverines finished their
Nov. 5 contest against Rutgers with a com-
fortable 52-17 win, not the mark of a game
considered well-contested. Some might be
surprised to learn that despite losing by a
35-point margin, the Scarlet Knights — who
were hosting the Wolverines — were actual-
ly up 17-14 at the half.

After allowing a Michigan touchdown
on the first possession of the game and a
punt on Rutgers’ ensuing drive, it appeared
the Scarlet Knights, sitting with a 4-4 re-
cord entering the game, were already over-
matched. But it was Rutgers’ third unit of
the game, the vaunted special teams, that
turned the early tides.

After forcing a punt by the Wolverines
midway through the first quarter, Rutgers
defensive back Max Melton blocked the
punt by Brad Robbins, which was picked
up by defensive back Timmy Ward and re-
turned 7 yards for a Scarlet Knight touch-
down to tie the game.

It was at this point that Rutgers head
coach Greg Schiano sensed the opportu-
nity to seize the momentum. He opted for
a surprise onside kick — maybe not a sur-
prise anymore given Schiano’s tendencies,
but the Scarlet Knights at least didn't line
up for one — but it was recovered by Mich-
igan, and the Wolverines then drove 50
yards in six plays for a touchdown.

Rutgers didn’t back down, though, kick-
ing a field goal on the next possession and
finishing the half with another touchdown
to take the 17-14 lead. Unfortunately, those
would be the last points of the game for the
Scarlet Knights. They came out of the lock-
er room with turnovers on three of their
next five possessions, including a pick-six
by the Wolverines.

“It's hard when you turn it over three
times in a consecutive manner like that,
because then all of a sudden you're looking
up and the mountain’s pretty steep,” Schi-
ano said. “I thought our guys really, real-
ly committed this week in practice. They
knew what this challenge was. If we could
get it to the fourth in the last six minutes,
we thought we had a good opportunity to
win the game. But we didn’t do that.”

Rutgers had just 57 yards and no points
in the second half of the 52-17 loss as it
fell to a 4-5 record on the season with a 1-5
mark in conference play.

Penn State Wins
Women's Soccer Title

Penn State won the Big Ten women’s
soccer championship on Nov. 6, defeating
Michigan State 3-2 at Lower.com Field in
Columbus.

The match stood as a back-and-forth
affair, with neither side ever gaining more
than a goal of separation. Spartan midfield-
er Justina Gaynor punched a shot into the
top-left corner of the Nittany Lions’ goal at
4:43 in the first half to put Michigan State
up 1-0. Penn State forward Kaitlin Mac-
Bean answered at 37:21 to knot things up
1-1.

That bled into a 2-1 lead for the Nitta-
ny Lions in the second half at 53:25 when
forward Ally Schlegel scored a goal of her
own. Michigan State’s equalizer came at
74:37 from forward Lauren DeBeau, but
Schlegel notched her second of the night
and 13th of the season, a team high, to lock
down a Penn State victory in the 82nd min-
ute.

The Nittany Lions entered the confer-
ence tournament as the No. 6 seed while
Michigan State was the No. 1 seed in the
bracket and was undefeated in Big Ten play
prior to Nov. 6.

With the conference championship
victory, Penn State received an automatic
bid to the NCAA Women'’s College Cup, a
64-team single-elimination tournament
to decide the women’s collegiate national
championship. Thirty-three at-large bids
are still available, and with a No. 6 national
ranking as of Nov. 6, Michigan State was
likely to make the field that was scheduled
to be announced on Nov. 7.

U-M Takes Field
Hockey Crown

In other conference championship
news, the Michigan field hockey team com-
pleted its quest for a Big Ten championship
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2022 Standings

East Division

Conf. All

W L Pct. W L Pct.
Michigan 6 0 1.000 9 0 1.000
Ohio State 6 0 1.000 9 0 1.000
Penn State 4 2 0.667 7 2 0.778
Maryland 3 3 0500 6 3 0.667
Michigan State 2 4 0333 4 5 0.444
Rutgers 1 5 0.167 4 5 0.444
Indiana 1 5 0.167 3 6 0.333
West Division

Conf. All

W L Pct. W L Pct.
Illinois 4 2 0.667 7 2 0.778
Minnesota 3 3 0500 6 3 0.667
lowa 3 3 0500 5 4 0.556
Purdue 3 3 0500 5 4 0.556
Wisconsin 3 3 0500 5 4 0.556
Nebraska 2 4 0333 3 6 0.333
Northwestern 1 5 0.167 1 8 0.111

Nov. 5 Games
lowa 24, Purdue 3
Ohio State 21, at Northwestern 7
Minnesota 20, Nebraska 13
Wisconsin 23, Maryland 10
Penn State 45, Indiana 14
Michigan State 23, lllinois 15
Michigan 52, Rutgers 17

Nov. 12 Games
Indiana at Ohio State, noon
Purdue at lllinois, noon
Rutgers at Michigan State, noon
Nebraska at Michigan, 3:30 p.m.
Northwestern at Minnesota, 3:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at lowa, 3:30 p.m.
Maryland at Penn States, 3:30 p.m.

with a 2-1 victory over Northwestern on
Now. 6.

Both the Wolverines’ goals came off re-
directs of saves that were initially made.
Forward Kate McLaughlin knocked home
the first score in the first quarter, sending
it back home in the short side of the goal.
After a scoreless second frame, midfielder
Brynn Zorilla hit an acrobatic shot in the
third quarter, knocking the ball out of the
air and into the net to place the Wolverines
ahead 2-0.

Northwestern midfielder Lauren Wadas
put the Wildcats back within a goal with
5:05 remaining in the contest, but Michi-
gan held on to topple the sport’s defending
national champion and take home the con-
ference title.

TAILGATING’S FINEST
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DT McDonald Joins Buckeyes’ 2023 Class

Ohio State added its latest commit-
ment on Oct. 31, earning a verbal pledge
from Suwanee (Ga.) North Gwinnett four-
star defensive tackle Kayden McDonald
(6-3, 310).

RECRUITING
OUTLOOK

Braden Moles

McDonald is the No. 294 overall
prospect and No. 40 defensive lineman
in 2023, and he chose Ohio State over
Clemson — the perceived favorite for
much of his recruitment — as well as Flor-
ida, Michigan and Oklahoma.

“Every school had a great academ-
ic and football school,” he said after his
commitment. “What separated Ohio State

(was coach Ryan) Day and Coach (Larry)

Johnson. They were one of the first teams OSU Football 2023 Commitments
1i i h i - - - -
to bef ltevet lm I?le;g an(il t 621, re.cru1teccll tmhe Players in the class of 2023 who have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.
consistently. It's great academics an e
Opportunity to p]ay ear]y." Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
McDonald was offered by Ohio State Jayden Bonsu SAF 6-1 210 Kk kK Hillside (N.J.) St. Peter's Prep
in September 2021, and there hadn't Mark Fletcher RB 6-1 225 Kk kK Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) American Heritage
been much news between McDonald and Brock Glenn QB 6-2 195 Kk ok ok Memphis (Tenn.) Lausanne Collegiate
the Buckeves until he came to Columbus Malik Hartford SAF  6-3 175 Kk x*k West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West
‘ ff,y, 1 visit Sept. 24 for Ohi Cedrick Hawkins SAF 6-0 175  *k k% Titusville (Fla.) Cocoa
or ar} © .1c1a V181. on ?p : or . '10 Brandon Inniss WR  6-0 190 Kkkkk Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) American Heritage
State’s win over Wisconsin. He tO'Ok Vls'lt‘s Kayin Lee CB 5-1 185 8. 8.8 Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove
to Oklahoma on Oct. 15 and a final visit Jermaine Mathews ~ CB 6-0 175 kkk*x Cincinnati Winton Woods
to Clemson on Oct. 22 before ultimately Kayden McDonald DT 6-3 310 kkkx Suwanee (Ga.) North Gwinnett
selecting the Buckeyes. Luke Montgomery ~ OT 6-5 280 kkkx Findlay, Ohio
He told On3 Sports that one reason he Jason Moore DE 6-6 255 Kkkkxk Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha Catholic
chose Ohio State over Clemson — some- Joshua Padilla oG 6-4 280 Kk kk Huber Heights (Ohio) Wayne
thing he called a “50-50 decision” — was Arvell Reese LB 6-4 212  kkKkxk Cleveland Glenville
because of relationships, and that Clem- Bryson Rodgers WR 6-1 175 Kk k% Zephyrhills (Fla.) W|regras§ Ranch
son head coach Dabo Swinnev had not Noah Rogers WR 6-2 195 kkkk Rolesville, N.C.
. y , Austin Siereveld oL 6-5 320 Kk Kk x Middletown (Ohio) Lakota East
been a consistent part of McDonald’s re- Calvin Simpson-Hunt ~ CB 6-0 175 HKkk*k Waxahachie, Texas
cruitment. Will Smith Jr. DL 6-3 260 Kk ok k Dublin (Ohio) Coffman
“I really only started talking to Dabo Carnell Tate WR  6-2 185 kkkk Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy
about a month ago.” McDonald said. “T've Jelani Thurman TE 6-5 230 Kk kk Fairburn (Ga.) Langston Hughes
£o, ) Miles Walker oT 6-6 285 kk%k Greenwich (Conn.) Brunswick School
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never really had a conversation with him
until recently.”

He had 95 tackles — 62 for loss — with
20 sacks last season at North Gwinnett.
Through eight games this year, McDon-
ald had 46 tackles — 27 of which were for
loss — and eight sacks. He also has a pass
breakup and two recovered fumbles on
the season.

“He possesses ideal size at 6-3,
300-pounds plus and possesses limited
growth potential to add additional weight
to frame,” said 247Sports recruiting an-
alyst Cooper Petagna. “He displays good
athletic ability as an interior defensive
lineman, showing the ability to play multi-
ple positions on the defensive line.

“He exhibits good quick twitch explo-
siveness off the line of scrimmage with an
excellent first step. He is nimble for his
size, possessing good initial foot and body
quickness. He flashes heavy hands at the
point of attack, in addition to good play
strength, showing the ability to penetrate
consistently behind the line of scrimmage.
He possesses the frame and the ability to
anchor the run while also adding some
pass-rush ability as an interior lineman.”

Ohio State cornerback Jordan Han-
cock was a teammate of McDonald’s at
North Gwinnett and is excited to see what
he'll bring to Ohio State.

“Kayden’s a dog,” Hancock said. “I
grew up with Kayden, and we're kind of
neighbors. We live in the same neighbor-
hood. He’s going to be a dog, be a team

SOl E
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player. He'd do anything for our team to
win. So I'm happy for him to be a Buck-
eye with me and just have another friend
from Georgia. You know, we want to get a
pipeline from Georgia going. So I feel like
that’s coming in.”

Hancock said he also played a part in
recruiting McDonald to Ohio State.

“] was really on him hard, recruiting
him because that’s my boy,” Hancock said.
“So I really loved him for coming here.
And I'll look out for him when he’s here.
I'm so thankful for that.”

McDonald is the 21st commitment in
Ohio State’s class. The Buckeyes are still
targeting several prospects in the class,
including Bellflower (Calif.) St. John Bos-
co five-star defensive end Matayo Uiagale-
lei (6-5, 265), Tampa (Fla.) Berkeley Prep
five-star defensive end Keon Keeley (6-6,
242) and Venice, Fla., five-star defensive
end Damon Wilson (6-4, 230).

2023 DL Hall Has
OSU In Top Five

Even though Ohio State continues
to recruit the trio of five-star defensive
ends in Keeley, Uiagalelei and Wilson, it
doesn’t mean the Buckeyes have stopped
trying for other targets in 2023.

One of those targets is Jacksonville
(Fla.) Westside four-star defensive line-
man Jordan Hall (6-5, 300), who an-
nounced a top five of Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, LSU and Ohio State on Nov. 4.

Hall is the No. 119 overall prospect
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OSU Football 2024 Commitments

Players in the class of 2024 who has/have issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
lan Moore oL 6-5 295 Kk ok k New Palestine, Ind.
Dylan Raiola QB 6-3 220 Kk kkxk Chandler, Ariz.

and No. 18 defensive lineman in the class,
and he plans to take an official visit to
Ohio State for the Buckeyes’ season fina-
le against Michigan on Nov. 26.

“By far one of the most promising
prospects to ever come out of Jacksonville
Westside,” said 247Sports recruiting an-
alyst Andrew Ivins. “He looks like a man
amongst boys next to his teammates when
down in a three- or four-point stance. He
shoots his way into the backfield with a
quick first step.

“He does a nice job of shifting his
weight as he works east to west and
has shown that he can squeeze his way
through gaps to make a stop. He wins
more times than not on Friday nights by
simply overwhelming opposing blockers
with his sheer mass and power.”

Hall is not expected to make a deci-
sion until at least the early signing period,
which begins on Dec. 21, but Ohio State
is not currently viewed as one of the favor-
ites to land his services. Anything could
change, though, if the Buckeyes can get
him on campus for the first time, as well

as if Ohio State ramps up pressure de-
pending on where Keeley, Uiagalelei and
Wilson end up.

QB Hurley Reclassifies
And Commits To LSU

A potential quarterback target in 2025
is off the board for Ohio State as Jack-
sonville (Fla.) Trinity Christian Academy
five-star quarterback Colin Hurley (6-0,
213) announced on Nov. 4 that he was not
only committing to play for LSU and head
coach Brian Kelly but was reclassifying
from 2025 to 2024.

Hurley was offered this past summer af-
ter camping at Ohio State. He had an im-
pressive outing, throwing alongside several
quarterbacks in 2024 and beyond, including
Chandler, Ariz., five-star Dylan Raiola (6-3,
220), who is committed to the Buckeyes.

Hurley was ranked the No. 24 overall
prospect and No. 3 quarterback in 2025,
and his composite rating of .9867 would
slot him in as the No. 23 prospect and No.
4 quarterback in his new class.

“This wasn't about what the other pro-

grams didn’'t do, because they were all
awesome,” Hurley told 247Sports. “I'm
very grateful to all the other coaches who
recruited me. I want to thank them, and
I owe them all the respect in the world.
This is really about what LSU did. They
did everything right. I want LSU and Ba-
ton Rouge to know that I'm thrilled to be
coming there and I fully expect to bring a
national championship there.”

Though Hurley is off the board, Ohio
State still has an important target re-
maining in Findlay, Ohio, quarterback
Ryan Montgomery (6-3, 200), the younger
brother of current Ohio State four-star of-
fensive line commitment Luke Montgom-
ery (6-5, 280). The younger Montgomery
does not hold a star rating yet but is ex-
pected to be among the top quarterbacks
in the 2025 class, already holding offers
from Georgia, Michigan, Michigan State,
Notre Dame, Ohio State, Penn State and
Tennessee, among others.

Montgomery has already made a visit
to Ohio State and has also made trips to
Georgia, Michigan State, Penn State and
Tennessee.

2024 TE Smith Includes
Buckeyes In Top Eight

Savannah (Ga.) Calvary Day School
four-star tight end Michael Smith (6-4,

225) included Ohio State among his top
eight schools on Oct. 31 along with Al-
abama, Arkansas, Florida, Penn State,
South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.

Smith is the No 152 overall prospect
and No. 6 tight end in 2024 and also
holds offers from Alabama, Miami (Fla.),
Michigan, Michigan State and Oklahoma,
among others. He visited Ohio State for
the Sept. 24 win over Wisconsin.

“The energy was alive,” Smith told
247Sports. “I liked the atmosphere. The
energy was just off the charts. It was a
blackout game, so I felt like everybody in
the crowd was into it.”

He has dominated at the prep level, haul-
ing in 42 catches for 684 yards and nine
touchdowns in his sophomore season, and
this year, he has 17 catches for 364 yards
and eight touchdowns in eight games.

Smith is one of several tight ends of-
fered by Ohio State in 2024, with Wood-
stock (Ill.) Marian Central Catholic four-
star Christian Bentancur and Cleveland
Glenville four-star Damarion Witten (6-4,
215) as other notable targets.

Ohio State Offers
2024 TE Reddell

Speaking of tight ends, Ohio State is-
sued just one offer since BSB last went

Continued On Page 30

A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB

35 Years Ago — 1987

National high school recruiting expert Tom Lemming rated
some of the best recruits in 1987 from outside the Midwest, and
all had interest in attending Ohio State. One such prospect was
Jason Messersmith, a 6-3, 210 quarterback from Anaheim-Servite
in California.

“He is the son of former major-league pitcher Andy Messer-
smith,’ Lemming wrote. "He has impressed people with his arm
strength and accuracy. He stays in the pocket well and is not afraid
to take a hit. He is a blue-chipper. He also pitches in baseball and
has a 2.5 GPA!

Messersmith was also considering Arizona State, lllinois, Penn
State and USC.

30 Years Ago — 1992

Ohio State football was looking to become a family affair in its
next season, at least for one central Ohio family.

Columbus Brookhaven senior defensive back/quarterback
Anthony Gwinn said he was leaning toward joining his brother,
Jayson, as a member of the Buckeyes for the 1993 season.

“I'm leaning toward Ohio State right now," The 6-1,180-pound
Gwinn said. "l think their program is on the rise. There's another
reason, too. | think my mother would love it if | went to Ohio
State. That way, she would have two sons who would be Buck-
eyes.

Gwinn had been one of the keys to Brookhaven reaching the
state playoffs the past two seasons and had thrown for 600 yards
and seven touchdowns seven games into the 1992 season. But
as good as he was at quarterback, he also enjoyed prowling the
secondary, and he believed that was the position where he was at
his best. Gwinn was also interested in Michigan State, Minnesota,
Purdue and Wisconsin.

25 Years Ago — 1997

Quarterback/athlete Cie Grant (6-3, 190, 4.4) was turning some
heads despite his No. 25 overall ranking in Ohio, according to The
Ohio Football Recruiting News.

He had experience at quarterback and running back on offense
and free safety and inside linebacker on defense. Most scouts said
he could be a knockout free safety because of his speed and abil-
ity to close on the ball.

“This is my first year as a defensive back, so I'm just learning all
the technique,” Grant said. “Where I've been playing, | don't have
much of a chance to get interceptions. I'm playing sometimes as a
free safety and sometimes as a third linebacker. I'm just wherever
| need to be to make the tackle!”

Grant made an unofficial visit to OSU for the Indiana game. His
top schools were Indiana, Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio State
and Pittsburgh.

20 Years Ago — 2002

During his two years as a starter on the offensive line, Ty Hall
and the Redskins of Cincinnati Anderson High School hadn't lost
a regular-season game. In fact, they'd lost only once overall during
that span, dropping a first-round playoff game in the 1991 season.

After splitting time at guard and tackle on the left side of the
offensive line the previous season, Hall manned the left tackle
spot exclusively in 1992, except for week one when he missed the
opener recovering from a shoulder injury. He had partially torn his
labrum and rotator cuff during the first week of two-a-days, and he
was completely out of action for three weeks.

“I've played from the second week on," Hall said. “I'm fine. I'm
playing. It wasn't too serious of an injury, but it could have been if
| had kept going. | was supposed to take up to eight weeks off, but
| had to get back.”

At 6-6, 280 pounds, Hall thought he was equally adept at play-
ing either the power or finesse game, but he really delighted in the
former. Hall found himself in competition for one of the few, pre-
cious offensive line scholarships that Ohio State would be doling
out in February.

But he wasn't going to wait on Ohio State forever. If Anderson
advanced deep into the postseason, there wouldn't be a whole lot
of time for him to take his five official visits. Hall said he would like
to make a decision by Christmas, with Boston College, Clemson,
Michigan, Stanford and Tennessee also among his top schools.

15 Years Ago — 2007

Travis Howard did not take long to make up his mind.

The three-star cornerback prospect from Miami Dr. Michael M.
Krop took an official visit to see the Buckeyes host Michigan State
on Oct. 20 but did not go home with a coveted offer from Ohio State.

Less than a week later, with an offer then in hand, Howard
became the 13th verbal member of OSU's class of 2008 when he
called linebackers coach Luke Fickell on Oct. 26 and offered his
commitment.

"At first he was shocked, and then he asked me if | was serious
and | said, "Yes,” Howard said.

A 6-1,170-pound prospect who had been timed at 4.6 seconds
in the 50-yard dash, Howard recorded 50 tackles, 10 pass break-
ups and two interceptions during his junior year. He also had of-
fers from Auburn, Georgia Tech, North Carolina and Tennessee,
among others.

10 Years Ago — 2012

If Ohio State's depth issues at linebacker provided any indica-
tion of how Urban Meyer would approach recruiting the position
moving forward, then it was probably a top priority for the Buckeye
head coach.

So it was big news when Ohio State emerged as one of the
programs positioned atop Hinesville (Ga.) Liberty County line-

backer Raekwon McMillan’s list, especially because he was one of
the most sought-after linebackers in the 2014 class.

A four-star recruit ranked by Scout as the No. 2 junior MLB
in the country, McMillan asserted himself as one of the top pros-
pects in the country after a dominant sophomore season. The 6-2,
230-pounder posted 97 tackles (20 for a loss), forced five fumbles,
recorded a sack and grabbed an interception.

"Ohio State and Clemson," McMillan responded when asked
who currently led in the run for his services. “Then Georgia, Ala-
bama and USC

Five Years Ago — 2017

Tension had continued to mount in the saga that was Emory
Jones' pledge to Ohio State. The four-star dual-threat quarterback
from Franklin (Ga.) Heard County had been committed to the
Buckeyes since July 29, 2016.

Since then, Jones had said on multiple occasions that he re-
mained steadfast in his verbal to OSU. While doing so, he had also
kept an open line of communication with Alabama. In fact, he went
on an official visit to Tuscaloosa on Oct. 21, 2017, before taking his
official to Ohio State on Oct. 28 for the win over Penn State.

On Nov. 1, just days after Jones' official visit, Ohio State extend-
ed an offer to four-star quarterback Jarren Williams, a Kentucky
commit out of Lawrenceville (Ga.) Central Gwinnett.

Williams (6-2, 206) was rated by Scout the No. 263 overall
player for 2018 and the No. 10 dual-threat quarterback. Jones (6-
2Y,,195) was the No. 88 overall player and the fourth-ranked play-
er at the position.

"l saw Jarren Williams at a camp this summer, and he is a du-
al-threat guy,” Scout recruiting analyst Bill Greene said. “He's good,
he's really good. | like Emory Jones better. But if you're going to
lose Emory Jones and you're looking for a plan B guy, (Williams)
would be a good one”

One Year Ago — 2021

Offensive lineman Joshua Padilla of Huber Heights (Ohio)
Wayne issued a verbal commitment Nov. 4, 2021, to Ohio State
and became the second member of the Buckeyes' 2023 recruiting
class. He joined four-star tight end Ty Lockwood of Thompson’s
Station (Tenn.) Independence.

Padilla played guard and tackle for Wayne, but he profiled as a
guard at the next level. The 6-4, 265-pound lineman had received
an offer from Ohio State in March and said he first knew the Buck-
eyes were interested when OSU offensive coordinator Kevin Wil-
son retweeted one of Padilla’s wrestling highlights after he won his
district championship in the 285-pound class.

According to 247Sports’ composite rankings, Padilla was
ranked the 194th-best prospect in the 2023 cycle and the 10th-
best interior offensive lineman. He also held offers from Michigan,
Michigan State, Notre Dame and Penn State, among others.
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Commits, Targets Continue Playoff Runs

Continued From Page 29

to press, with Peculiar (Mo.) Raymore
four-star Jaden Reddell (6-5, 225), a 2024
prospect, receiving the honor.

Reddell is the No. 291 overall prospect
and No. 16 tight end in the class, though
he could also project as a wide receiver at
the next level. He holds additional offers
from Alabama, Auburn, Cincinnati, Mich-
igan, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Oklahoma
State, Oregon, Penn State and Tennes-
see, among others.

The Buckeyes offered Reddell on Oct.
30, and he told 247 Sports that he was “ex-
tremely blessed” to receive the offer. Ohio
State offensive coordinator and tight ends
coach Kevin Wilson has recruited Reddell
and made the offer.

“I have been talking to (Wilson) for a
while,” Reddell said. “I feel like we have
a relationship right now, but I would still
like to further our connection.”

Fresh off the offer, Reddell said he
plans to attend Ohio State’s game against
Indiana on Nov. 12. It will be his first visit
to Ohio State.

OHSAA Playoffs Roll On
For Commits, Targets

The season came to an end the week-
end of Oct. 28 for half of the 448 high
school football teams in the Ohio High

School Athletic Association football play-
offs, with several teams boasting Ohio
State commitments and targets — includ-
ing Findlay and Dublin Coffman — falling
to the competition.

The pool was further cut in half as
the second-round games were played,
but this time around, the teams with an
Ohio State shine — either with commit-
ted prospects or those with an interest in
the Buckeyes — fared much better. Here’s
a look at some notable results from the
second-round games, all of which were
played on Now. 4.

Division I, Region 2: No. 7 Fairmont
(8-4) at No. 2 Springfield (9-1): The
Wildcats walked to an easy victory in the
second round of the playoffs, knocking off
Fairmont by a 21-0 score and avenging an
earlier 24-21 loss to the Firebirds in the
regular season.

The defense was led by four-star cor-
nerback Aaron Scott (6-1, 170), an Ohio
State target in 2024, and three-star line-
backer Jaivian Norman (5-10, 184), a
2023 prospect who is committed to East-
ern Michigan. Norman led the team with
14 tackles, with 2% for loss.

Springfield’s first score of the game
came late in the first half when quarter-
back Bryce Schondelmyer connected
with wide receiver Anthony Brown (5-10,
170), a three-star prospect in 2023 who is

OHSAA GAMES TO WATCH, ROUND THREE

No. 3 Centerville (10-2) vs. No. 2 Springfield (10-1)
No. 3 West Chester Lakota West (12-0) vs. No. 2 Cincinnati Elder (10-2)
No. 5 Sunbury Big Walnut (10-2) vs. No. 1 Massillon Washington (10-1)
No. 4 Kings Mills Kings (11-1) vs. No. 1 Cincinnati Winton Woods (12-0)
No. 4 Elyria Catholic (10-2) vs. No. 1 Cleveland Glenville (11-0)

committed to Kentucky.

“It was huge,” Schondelmyer told The
Dayton Daily News. “They did a little drop
in the middle of the field. The guy tried to
rob it. I put it over the top, and (Brown)
made a great play going up for it. It was
perfect.”

Division I, Region 4: No. 6 Princeton
(9-3) at No. 3 Lakota West (12-0): The
undefeated season continued for Lakota
West and four-star safety Malik Hartford
(6-3, 175), an Ohio State commitment
in 2023, knocking off Princeton 35-0 in
the second round. The Firebirds used a
21-point first quarter to control the con-
test, leading to their second consecutive
shutout win and fourth time blanking an
opponent this season.

Division II, Region 7: No. 5 Big Wal-
nut (10-2) at No. 4 Watkins Memorial (9-
3): Big Walnut continued an impressive
playoff run by upsetting Watkins Memori-
al by a score of 35-21.

Tied at 21 in the fourth quarter, the
Golden Eagles saw running back Nate
Severs — who finished with 151 yards
and three touchdowns — get into the end
zone with 5:16 remaining, and the de-
fense forced a fumble and returned it for
a touchdown on the next possession.

Big Walnut’s roster features four-star
linebacker/safety Garrett Stover (6-2,
195), an Ohio State target in 2024 and
the cousin of Ohio State tight end Cade
Stover. The Buckeyes are viewed as the
favorite to land the younger Stover.

What is the impact of Suwanee (Ga.) North Gwinnett
four-star defensive tackle Kayden McDonald's (6-3, 310)
commitment to Ohio State? Does it change anything with the
Buckeyes' pursuits of several five-star defensive ends?

“First, | don't really think there's any connection there. He's
an inside guy all the way. | like him, but | don't think it's the type
of thing that him committing either hurts with the other guys or
helps. It could possibly help. Great players like to play with great
players. They may look at Kayden McDonald as a guy that they
would love to have that guy on their team. So I'm not sure there's
much of an impact there on how it affects Bellflower (Calif.) St.
John Bosco five-star defensive end Matayo Uiagalelei (6-5, 265)
or Venice (Fla.) five-star defensive end Damon Wilson (6-4, 230)
or Tampa (Fla.) Berkley Prep five-star defensive end Keon Keeley
(6-6, 242).

“In terms of McDonald, | think he's a pretty good player. The
rankings on him are kind of all over the board from pretty much
about as low a four-star as you can be and then some people
have him at a mid-four star. | like him. | like the film.

“If I had to make a comparison, | would compare him to
(OSU defensive tackle) Tyleik Williams. | think there's a huge
comparison there, in terms of that big run-stopper in the middle.
I don't know how much of an effect he's going to have pass rush-
ing, but he's a big, wide body in the middle there. | think he needs
to get in a little bit better shape, and that happens at Ohio State.”’

The Buckeyes also added a recent commitment from
New Palestine, Ind., four-star offensive lineman lan Moore (6-
5, 295). Who are the other priority targets for Ohio State on
the offensive line in 2024?

“They've got a ton of guys that they're interested in, from
Dorchester (S.C.) Woodland four-star tackle Kam Pringle (6-7,
330), West Roxbury (Mass.) Catholic Memorial four-star tackle
Guerby Lambert (6-6, 280), Washington (D.C.) St. John's four-
star interior Jordan Seaton (6-6, 295), Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater
Dei four-star tackle Brandon Baker (6-5, 285), Waukesha (Wis.)
Catholic Memorial four-star tackle Donovan Harbour (6-5, 310) -

ASK AN ANALYST

With Bill Greene of Buckeye Scoop

there's a lot of guys. It's just so soon right now for that 2024 class.

“It's good to get a guy like lan Moore in early, get him locked
up. It's good for Justin Frye.

“The key for that kid is going to be is if he's a tackle or not.
| think opinions are pretty much divided on lan Moore's game,
whether he's an inside guy or a tackle. | think he's a right tackle.
They need tackles. If you look at the roster going forward, that is
probably the potential question mark position down the line, so
it's good to get one locked up. About three more would be really
good. And again, the key to this kid's impact is ‘Can he play tack-
le?" If he's an inside guy, they've got a ton of those. So the hope
has to be that he's a tackle.”

Braintree (Mass.) Thayer Academy five-star offensive
tackle Samson Okunlola (6-5, 305) continues to tease that
he might take an official visit to Ohio State for the Michigan
game. Do you think this visit ends up happening, and if so,
what are Ohio State’s chances to land him?

“I really don't at this point. He's been talking about visiting
Ohio State since last June or last April. It just never seems to hap-
pen, and you're running out of time right now. So that would be
one of those things - I'd have to see that visit, not just be sched-
uled, (but) I'd have to see it take place. I'd have to see that guy
step off the plane or however you want to put it. | have no hope
at all, right now. There's no reason for any optimism that they're
going to get Samson Okunlola. If he shows up on campus, then
we'll have a different conversation at that point. But he's to the
point now where I'll believe it when | see it."

As for The Game, how is the visitor list shaping up so far?
Any notable names you are aware of?

“When you're three weeks out, | don't really even look at
a list yet. I'm going to look at that list about four or five days be-
fore, probably Monday or Tuesday of that week. Right now, it's just
such a mumble jumble. Guys, they all say they're coming, some
do and some don't. Then, some who aren't really in the plans right
now, all of a sudden, you'll see a guy pop up that he's visiting and
you'll hear about it on Friday. It will be big for sure, especially big

for these 2024 kids.

“But I'm really looking to see, does Hoschton (Ga.) Mill
Creek five-star safety Caleb Downs (6-0, 185) come? Does Sam-
son Okunlola show up? Does Buford (Ga.) five-star running back
Justice Haynes (5-11, 200) show up? There are names that have
been floated, and those are really the names that I'm looking for,
any 2023 guy that pops in there. At this point, you have to think
it's the last regular-season game, you've got to think it's serious
business at that point. The 2024s, | think that list will be amaz-
ing. But the 2023s are the ones - Okunlola would be at the top
of that list along with Caleb Downs. Justice Haynes has been a
name thrown out there, would love to see if he would show up.
Chillicothe (Ohio) four-star tight end Tayvion Galloway (6-5, 230),
who's committed to LSU, (I'm) hearing rumblings that may be
about him. Let's see what happens there.

“There'll be a ton of 2024s, maybe some 2025s, but in terms
of finishing this class, those few 2023s are ones to really keep an
eye on.’

The NCAA recently introduced a measure that would
eliminate the cap of five official visits for recruits. How might
this change how recruits conduct their business if they can
take official visits to however many schools they please?

“I don't think the coaches are going to like the extra visits.
Maybe they will. | don't know. Maybe the position coaches would
really love it. | think (Ohio State general manager for player per-
sonnel) Mark Pantoni would probably pull all his hair out and be
bald after the first year of this.

“It's just more craziness. NIL is insane. If they go to unlimited
official visits or even extend them by two or three, whatever, it'll
go hand-in-hand with NIL and create more madness and more
confusion. For me, for what | do, for what we do for a living, it
would be awesome. We'll have something to write about every
day of the week, that's for sure. For somebody that kind of loves
the chaos and the madness, | hope they approve all that stuff. |
would love to see all of it
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Division II, Region 8: No. 9 Hamilton
Ross (6-6) at No. 1 Winton Woods (12-
0): Winton Woods survived a scare from
Ross, outlasting the Rams in a 34-21 sec-
ond-round matchup.

The Warriors got the scoring started
with a 40-yard touchdown from three-star
running back Trey Cornist (5-11, 209), a
2023 prospect who has been connected
with the Buckeyes after decommitting
from Georgia Tech. After a touchdown
by Ross, it appeared Winton Woods had
scored again when four-star corner-
back and Ohio State commit Jermaine
Mathews (6-0, 175) returned a kickoff 97
yards for a touchdown, but the play was
called back due to holding.

Winton Woods held just a 21-14 lead
going into the half, and that score re-
mained entering the fourth quarter, but
Cornist added a pair of rushing touch-
downs in the final frame to lead the War-
riors to their 12th win of the season.

Division IV, Region 14: No. 8 Bellev-
ue (7-5) at No. 1 Glenville (11-0): The
Tarblooders continued their undefeated
season as Glenville knocked off Bellevue
43-6 in the second round.

Quarterback Deonte Rucker finished 9
of 12 for 231 yards and three touchdowns
as well as a pair of rushing scores. Tight
end Witten finished with two receptions
for 64 yards and one of Rucker’s touch-
down passes.

Bellevue’s offense was able to move
the ball, getting deep into Glenville terri-
tory on four occasions, but suffered inter-
ceptions on three of those drives. One of

Fairfild Inn & uites Columbus / Dublin
7150 Sawmill Rd, Columbus, OH 43235 e 614-389-3036

those picks was courtesy of four-star cor-
nerback Bryce West (5-11, 177), another
Ohio State target in 2024.

The teams were tied 6-6 in the first
quarter before the Tarblooders closed the
game on a 37-0 run.

“When we stopped them on (defense),
we hit them with a quick shot. You know
you have to go deep,” Glenville coach Ted
Ginn Sr. told Cleveland.com. “But I didn’t
like the start of the game, and I didn’t like
the penalties. We shouldn’t be 6-6 like
that.”

Other Notes
And Tidbits

e While it won't have as many visitors
as some other home games for Ohio State
this season, a handful of visitors are still
expected for the Buckeyes’ Nov. 12 match-
up against Indiana. The highlight is Smyr-
na, Tenn., four-star linebacker Arion Car-
ter (6-1, 210) — a 2023 linebacker who is
committed to Memphis — who is taking an
official visit to Ohio State. The group will
likely remain small ahead of a huge list of
prospects expected to attend the season
finale against Michigan on Nov. 26.

e Uiagalelei took a visit to South
Bend, Ind., on Nov. 5 to watch Notre
Dame host Clemson in a losing effort for
the Tigers. Matayo’s brother, DJ Uiagale-
lei, is the starting quarterback for the Ti-
gers, but Clemson isn’t believed to be a
contender for Matayo.

¢ Though it was not much of a sur-
prise, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy
five-star cornerback Desmond Ricks (6-1,

Fairtield
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TownePlace Suites Columbus / Hilliard
4079 Llyman Dr, Hilliard OH 43026  614-541-9309
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TO CLEAN

170) — a 2023 prospect who recently re-
classified from 2024 — left Ohio State off
his top three schools, instead including
Alabama, Florida and LSU. Ricks also an-
nounced he will make a college decision
on Dec. 23.

e As BSB went to press, Ohio State
had the No. 5 recruiting class in 2023,
according to 247Sports. The Buckeyes
trailed No. 4 LSU - whose class could

receive a further boost after the Tigers
knocked off Alabama on Nov. 5 — No. 3
Notre Dame, No. 2 Georgia and No. 1 Al-
abama.

For the latest in Ohio State football re-
cruiting news, be sure to check out Buck-
eyeSports.com, free to all BSB subscrib-
ers daily.

Buckeye Sports BulletinBoard

RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word,
10 cents for more than one insertion. Minimum
order of $5. No agency discounts. Make checks
payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin. We accept
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American
Express.

All ads are uniformly set with the first
two words set in boldface capital letters at no
charge. However, no other words may be set
in boldface. Anyone planning a larger or more
distinct ad may receive our ad rate card upon
request.

We reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitted from
advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad, and
we reserve the right to refuse advertisements
considered objectionable.

Deadline is one week prior to publication
date. Call (614) 486-2202 or write P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212 for info.

autographs, game-used equipment, small
or large collections. Call Chris at (419)
957-6789.

FOR SALE — OSU-MICHIGAN Game,
1975- original RADIO broadcast on CD! Woody’s
last great team & Archie’s last UM game as Bucks
go 110! Three-disk set runs 3% hours! Listen
inyour car! $25+33S & H. Call 1-630-527-8890!

WANTED TO buy: OSU football
memorabilia and equipment, programs,
pennants, glasses, books, jerseys, helmets,
ticket stubs. One item or a hundred. Will
travel. Call George at (614) 506-1081.

WANTED TO buy: OSU basketball
tickets/stubs from the 1960s, 70s, ’80s, *90s
& 2000s. Call Mike at (704) 995-0414.

WANTED TO buy: OSU football mem-
orabilia, programs, ticket stubs, pennants,
championship rings, gold pants, helmets,

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz
and other members of the BSB staff are
available to speak at your business, social or
alumni group meetings. Informative and fun.
Call (614) 486-2202 for details.
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s strn Hilliard Inn & Suites
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Fairfield Inn Grove City
1722 Buckeye Place
Grove City, OH 43123
614-808-8200
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COLUMBUS AREA HOTELS

A Variety Of Lodging Options To Catch The Buckeyes

Countless Ohio State fans will be visiting
Columbus this fall to watch their beloved
Buckeyes attempt to march to another na-
tional title. To take the worry out of figuring
out where to stay while you're in town, Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin offers the following sug-
gestions.

o Aloft Columbus University District
is open in space and spirit. Located at 1295
Olentangy River Road near both downtown
Columbus and Grandview Heights, Aloft is
the next generation of hotel, using technol-
ogy and design to enhance your experience
and move at the pace of their guests. The
hotel is conveniently located near the OSU
campus, the Schottenstein Center, The Wex-
ner Medical Center and more, and it offers
the perfect place to kick back and relax with
loft-inspired guest rooms featuring a modern
design, platform beds, Bliss Spa bath ame-
nities and fast & free Wi-Fi throughout the
hotel.

After a great night’s sleep, charge up with
a quick bite from Re:fuel. End your day at
Aloft’s signature WXYZ bar where you can
mix and mingle with other guests or col-
leagues while you listen to live music and sip
on specialty cocktails. Take in a workout at
the Re:charge gym then take the plunge in
their Splash pool to cool down.

Call (614) 294-7500 or visit www.aloftco-
lumbus.com.

e Location is a big factor when deciding
where to stay, and the Best Western Hilliard
Inn & Suites is conveniently located just sev-
en miles from the stadium, five miles from
the Hollywood Casino and just six miles from
downtown Columbus, home of the Greater
Columbus Convention Center, Ohio Expo
Center, COSI and the Arena District. There
are a number of dining and shopping options
nearby as well, including several within walk-
ing distance.

Best Western offers recently renovated
rooms featuring free Wi-Fi, 43-inch LED
televisions, micro-fridge, in-room coffee and

sleeper sofas. Start your day off with a free,
full hot breakfast. Play or relax after your
busy day in the indoor heated pool, or take
advantage of the 24-hour business center
and exercise facility. Their friendly staff is
available 24 hours a day to assist your needs.
Call (614) 529-8118 or visit www.bestwest-
ern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.36169.
html.

e The Canopy by Hilton Columbus
Short North is located just steps away from
the Columbus Convention Center in the
heart of the Columbus Short North district
at 77 E. Nationwide Blvd. Take in amazing
views of downtown Columbus while chilling
out on the outdoor patio with a fireplace, or
head to the Rooftop Bar-Goodale Station
for cocktails and local signature dishes. The
Canopy features a rooftop state-of-the-art fit-
ness center, offering the latest in equipment
complemented by wonderful city views

Start your day with breakfast in Canopy
Central or have a Breakfast Bag made with
fresh, local ingredients delivered to your
room. Relax in beds designed specifically
for Canopy in rooms that include 55-inch flat
screens, refrigerators, Nespresso machines
and free Wi-Fi. The Canopy has filtered wa-
ter stations on each floor and offers compli-
mentary Canopy Bikes to explore the neigh-
borhood, which includes the popular North
Market. Pets are allowed up to 50 pounds
with a $50 deposit, and valet parking is avail-
able. Call them today at (614) 223-1400 or
visit online at columbusdowntownshort-
north.canopybyhilton.com.

e For business or pleasure, consider
making a reservation at the Courtyard By
Marriott in Grove City. Located at 1668
Buckeye Place in Grove City only 10 minutes
from the Columbus Convention Center and
downtown Columbus and 15 minutes from
Columbus International Airport, Courtyard
by Marriott offers spacious and comfortable
guest rooms with complimentary Wi-Fi, fit-
ness center and indoor pool. Start the day
in their Bistro with cooked-to-order food

Tickets To Events Anywhere

Concerts * Theatre * Sporting Events

Ny W e
(614) 488-9957 « 888-842-58
www.ticketsohio.com
1350 W. Fifth Ave., Ste. 24

TICKET
SERVICE

“Your Ticket

7.

We Buy OSU Football Tickets!

Solution”

OSU Football & Basketball
Cleveland Browns
Blue Jackets
Nationwide Arena

Schottenstein Arena
NFL e+ NBA e« NHL

and Starbucks served daily. Explore the sur-
rounding shopping and dining offerings near-
by. Ohio Stadium is also just a quick trip if
you are coming to catch a game. Visit them at
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cmh-
cg-courtyard-columbus-grove-city/rooms/ or
call (614) 782-8292 for information.

e Treat yourself to the ideal blend of ex-
cellent service, thoughtful amenities and a
convenient location at Fairfield Inn & Suites
Columbus Dublin. Situated off 1-270, the
Fairfield Inn provides easy access to top des-
tinations including Ohio Stadium, the Dub-
lin Bridge Park District, shopping and the
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium.

Retreat to relaxation in their contempo-
rary rooms, where you'll find free high-speed
Wi-Fi, ergonomic work stations and pillow-
top mattresses to keep you comfortable,
productive and entertained near Columbus.
After a refreshing slumber, stop by their com-
plimentary breakfast buffet and fuel up with
a tasty spread of hot and healthy choices. If
you're looking to stay active, break a sweat
at the large 24-hour fitness center or enjoy a
swim rain or shine in their indoor saltwater
pool. Ask about The Fairfield 100 percent
guarantee, where they promise you'll be
satisfied or they’ll make it right. Visit www.
marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmhdf-fairfield-
inn-and-suites-columbus-dublin or call (614)
389-3036.

¢ The Fairfield Inn and Suites Grove
City offers great hospitality with comfort
you can depend on. Start your day with a
complimentary grab-and-go breakfast and
fresh hot coffee. Located just a few miles
from downtown Columbus at 1722 Buckeye
Place in Grove City, the Fairfield Inn and
Suites is only a 13-minute drive to Ohio Sta-
dium. Energize with their fitness center and
check out their indoor pool, or catch up on
business with complimentary Wi-Fi. Rooms
come with flat-screen TV, microwave and
coffee makers. Check out nearby sites such
as COSI and the Ohio Theater. Visit them at
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/cm-

Help BSB Grow

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers fre-
quently ask us what they can do to help keep
BSB vibrant in this increasingly electronic age.
One of the things readers can do is introduce
BSB to new readers who might find our Ohio
State sports content interesting.

In order to help you do that, we are offering
an opportunity to send four free trial issues to
potential subscribers. We will then offer your
potential subscriber a very special offer to get
them to join the fold of loyal Buckeye Sports
Bulletin readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95 sub-
scription rate for gifts for our service men and
women. It's nice to send a little bit of home to
those all over the world who are protecting us.
Don't forget to include an APO address when
applicable and remember, any subscription in-
cludes electronic access to BSB, so our Buck-
eyes in uniform will be able to enjoy their BSB
immediately, wherever they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not good for
current subscribers. This offer is to introduce
readers to BSB. You can conveniently email
your names and addresses to subscriptions@
buckeyesports.com or mail them to P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212,

hfg-fairfield-inn-and-suites-columbus-grove-
city/overview/ or call (614) 808-8200.

e The Hampton Inn Columbus-Air-
port, located at 4280 International Gateway
by John Glenn Columbus International Air-
port, is convenient to just about anywhere in
Columbus. It’s just minutes from downtown
and offers easy access to campus. Every stay
includes free Wi-Fi in each room, a free hot
breakfast and complimentary access to the
gym/fitness center. Call (614) 235-0717 or
visit www.columbusairport.hamptoninn.com
to find out more.

e Meanwhile, the Hampton Inn &
Suites Downtown is in the heart of Colum-
bus’ vibrant core at 501 N. High St. Locat-
ed in the Arena District and just south of
the Ohio State campus, the Hampton Inn
& Suites is within walking distance of the
Short North, and there is no shortage of ac-
tivities nearby. Guests are greeted by a beau-
tiful rotunda, and amenities include in-room
coffee makers, irons and high-speed Inter-
net, as well as 24-hour coffee service and a
hot breakfast.

You'll love the convenience of the Hamp-
ton’s valet parking. And be sure to take ad-
vantage of the indoor pool, exercise room,
convenience store and business center. To
find out more, call (614) 559-2000 or visit
www.columbusdowntownsuites.hampton-
inn.com.

e Make the most of your home away
from home at the Hampton Inn & Suites
Hilliard. Located at 3950 Lyman Drive in
Hilliard, just off I-270 and just five miles from
OSU, the Hampton Inn & Suites offers free
parking and features a variety of suites and
rooms that include a refrigerator, coffee mak-
er and free Wi-Fi. Enjoy a complimentary
breakfast buffet, and you can also visit the in-
door pool and fitness center. Grab your clubs
and head to the nearby Wilson Road Golf
Course, or shop at The Mall at Tuttle Cross-
ing, just seven minutes away. For more infor-
mation call (614) 334-1800 or visit online at
columbushilliardsuites.hamptoninn.com.

e For convenience and comfort, it's hard
to beat the Hampton Inn & Suites Univer-
sity Area, located at 3160 Olentangy River
Road less than a mile from OSU. Unwind in
a comfortable guest room or suite equipped
with complimentary Wi-Fi, a 40-inch HDTYV,
a large work space and refrigerator. You can
start each day with a free hot breakfast buffet
or grab a free “Hampton’s on the Run Break-
fast Bag.” Energize yourself in the 24-hour
fitness center, or take a dip in the indoor pool.

To reserve your room or find out more,
visit www.columbusuniversityareasuites.
hamptoninn.com or call (614) 268-8700.

e The Hilton Garden Inn Columbus
Airport is located just 10 minutes from shop-
ping, museums and theaters and provides
easy access to Interstate 270 and Interstate
670. The hotel is only two minutes’ drive from
John Glenn Columbus International Airport
and provides a complimentary airport shut-
tle service. The hotel provides on-site recre-
ation such as swimming and a fitness center,
and there’s even more fun nearby. Basketball
and tennis courts, a walking trail and a driv-
ing range are within a few miles of the hotel.
It’s just a short drive to downtown Columbus,
where guests will enjoy entertainment, arts
and dining, or to OSU for the big game. The
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Hilton Garden Inn features complimentary
Wi-Fi and a 24-hour business center as well
as a full-service restaurant on the property
providing everything you need to make your
stay successful.

The Hilton Garden Inn Columbus Airport
is located at 4265 Sawyer Road near the
airport. Call (614) 231-2869 or go online at
www.columbusairport.stayhgi.com.

¢ The Hilton Garden Inn: Columbus
University Area at 3232 Olentangy River
Road between Ackerman and North Broad-
way in Columbus wants to be your headquar-
ters for OSU football. The Hilton Garden Inn
offers 158 guest rooms with a host of conve-
niences to heighten your stay. Enjoy the Gar-
den Grill for breakfast or dinner and room
service at night. Relax in the Pavilion Lounge
or use the workout facility and heated indoor
pool. The Pavilion Pantry convenience mart
is open 24 hours, and valet and self-laundry
are available.

Guest rooms feature 55-inch HDTV and
complimentary high-speed Internet access.
All rooms offer microwaves, refrigerators,
coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and iron-
ing boards. For reservation information call
(614) 263-7200 or visit www.columbusuni-
versityarea.stayhgi.com.

e Treat yourself to a stay at the Home-
wood Suites by Hilton Columbus-Dublin,
located at 5300 Parkcenter Ave. in Dublin.
Each room in the all-suite hotel features a
kitchenette with a full-size refrigerator, dish-
washer, microwave and two-burner cook top,
as well as a sleeper sofa in the living room
area. Enjoy the complimentary buffet break-
fast, Wi-Fi, outdoor sports court and grills,

indoor pool and hot tub, fitness center and
coin-operated laundry.

The Homewood Suites is convenient to
Ohio Stadium and is within walking distance
of a variety of restaurants and The Mall at
Tuttle Crossing. Book in advance and save
money through Hilton's Advance Purchase
promotions. Visit www.columbusdublin.
homewoodsuites.com for details or call
(614) 791-8675.

e Located just a mile from Ohio Stadi-
um, Hyatt House Columbus OSU/Short
North offers incomparable comfort in a con-
venient setting within walking distance of the
game. Whether you're just getting away for
the weekend in one of their 152 rooms or en-
joying an extended stay in one of 58 suites —
complete with living area and fully-equipped
kitchen — you'll love the convenience and
comfort of Hyatt House.

Start your day with the complimentary
hot breakfast buffet — including waffles,
scrambled eggs, sausage and breakfast po-
tatoes — before exploring the nearby sights,
such as the Short North arts district, Ger-
man Village, the Columbus Museum of Art
and much more. Hyatt House offers on-site
bike rentals to explore the nearby scenic
Olentangy Trail. Take a dip in the indoor
pool, and be sure to take advantage of their
state-of-the art fitness center with Rogue
equipment, Peloton bikes and a yoga room.

Unwind at Hyatt House’s outdoor patio
complete with firepit, bocce ball and corn-
hole, or grab a bite to eat and a cocktail at
H Bar.

Hyatt House, located at 633 W 5th. Ave.,
is pet friendly with an on-site dog park and

ROOSTERS CHARITABLE GOLF OUTING

12 YEARS AND OVER $1 MILLION!

"Thank you to all of our amazing supporters!"
With your generous help we were able to raise:

$1 MILLION

BENEFITTING

e

COLUMBUS AREA HOTELS

] oostew

offers complimentary on-site parking as well
as discounted room rates for blocks of 10 or
more rooms. To make your reservation or
find out more, call (614) 298-1299 or visit
www.hyatthousecolumbusosushortnorth.
com.

e There's something special about a stay
at the Residence Inn Columbus Down-
town, located at 36 E. Gay St. in downtown
Columbus. Once known as the historic 1927
Buckeye Bank Building, the hotel pays hom-
age to its history through preservation of
the original architecture. The lobby features
a 44-foot soaring cathedral ceiling, and the
original bank vault door in the breakfast area
offers a great photo opportunity.

The Residence Inn features apart-
ment-style suites with free Wi-Fi; full kitch-
ens including stove-top, dishwasher, micro-
wave and full-size refrigerator/freezer; and
Smart TVs with Netflix, Crackle and You-
Tube connectivity. Enjoy a free, hot breakfast,
or relax in the onsite bar and restaurant, the
Buckeye Bourbon House, which serves rare
bourbons, craft cocktails, beer, wine and con-
temporary American fare. Find out more at
www.residenceinncolumbusdowntown.com
or call (614) 222-2610.

e Experience contemporary suites at the
newly renovated SpringHill Suites Colum-
bus OSU, perfectly situated between King
Avenue and Fifth Avenue at 1421 Olentangy
River Road (former spot of the Buckeye Hall
of Fame Café). Ohio State University and the
OSU Medical Center are just one mile and
a few minutes away, and Ohio Stadium is a
short walk from the hotel. All the excitement
of the Short North and downtown Columbus

uls
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are minutes away as well.

The 136 suites offer separate areas for
sleeping in airy beds and living areas with a
new West Elm sleeper sofa with a twin trun-
dle bed, work desk, ergonomic work chair,
mini refrigerator and microwave. The suites
also feature a 37-inch flat-screen TV with full
cable. Free, hot buffet breakfast is included,
and the hotel has a full bar.

Call for reservations at (614) 297-9912 or
visit www.SpringHillSuitesOSU.com.

e Whether you're here for the night or
more than a month, you'll find everything you
need for life on the road at the TownePlace
Suites Columbus Hilliard. Conveniently lo-
cated off [-270 at 4079 Lyman Drive in Hil-
liard, TownePlace Suites is just a short drive
from OSU, downtown and other top attrac-
tions such as the Short North Arts District
and Hollywood Casino.

Make yourself at home in one of their spa-
cious suites with fully equipped kitchens that
give you more room to keep up with your rou-
tine and amenities that provide more of the
comforts of home. Wake up to a hot break-
fast that’s always fresh and free. Gather with
friends in the evening to grill in the outdoor
barbecue area, enjoy drinks at the hotel lob-
by bar, or take a dip in the pool and work out
in the spacious fitness center.

TownePlace Suites' pet-friendly accom-
modations, guest laundry, free Wi-Fi and
dedicated service give you everything you
need to live life uninterrupted. Call (614)
541-9309 or visit https://www.marriott.com/
hotels/travel/cmhth-towneplace-suites-co-
lumbus-hilliard.
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OHIO STATE MEN'S BASKETBALL

Transfer Holden Ready For Jump To Big Ten

Tanner Holden became a household name
during the First Four of the 2021 NCAA Tour-
nament, aiding the Wright State Raiders to a
93-82 victory over Bryant while producing 37

COURT
REPORT

Jack Emerson

points and 11 rebounds en route to the win.

While Holden’'s NCAA Tournament out-
ing thrust him into the national spotlight, it
was just another night for the Wheelersburg,
Ohio, native, who posted averages of 20.1
points, 7.1 rebounds and 2.6 assists per
game in his junior season with the Raiders.
Although Holden showcased his scoring tal-
ent while with Wright State, he noted that his
role now that he is with Ohio State will be
much different.

“I'm not going to score 20 a game,” Holden
said. “I was happy to do it last year. That was
a big accomplishment for me. Overall, I knew
I wasn't going to be able to just step into that
role and just score 20 a game. Not a lot of peo-
ple can do that. EJ. (Liddell) was able to score
19 a game last year, and he’s a great player.

“We have a lot of great players here this
year. We're going to be able to spread the

Ohio State 101, Chaminade 57

Nov. 1, 2022
Value City Arena, Columbus, Ohio
1 2 F
Chaminade 23 34 57
Ohio State 46 55 101

Chaminade Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Ator 22 16 00 11 O 2 2
Harris 18 48 00 22 0 1 9
Olsen 26 512 00 15 2 1 12
Reeves 26 312 22 32 1 1 9
Amaral-Artharee 29 4-16 2-3 2-2 1 0 12
Driggs 15 14 00 12 0 0 2
Brattain 9 16 12 03 0 3 3
Villa 1 04 00 00 1 0 0
Renane 10 01 12 02 0 1 1
Bready 13 24 34 23 0 0 7
Young 5 00 00 00 O 1 0
Frawley 3 01 00 00 O 0 0
Shackelford 3 02 00 01 0 0 0
Totals 200 21-76 9-1316-25 5 10 57
Percentages: FG: 27.6%. FT: 69.2%. Three-

point field goals: 6-33 (Ator 0-1, Harris 1-5, Olsen
2-5, Reeves 1-6, Amaral-Artharee 2-7, Driggs 0-1,
Brattain 0-3, Villa 0-3, Bready 0-4, Frawley O-1). Team
rebounds: 6. Blocked shots: 3 (Ator, Harris, Bready).
Turnovers: 15 (Harris Olsen, Reeves, Amaral-Artharee,
Driggs, Brattain 2, Renane 3, Bready 3). Steals: 6 (Ator
2, Harris, Reeves 2, Driggs).

Ohio State Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Sensabaugh 24 311 222 17 3 1 8
Key 6 79 13 32 0 0o 15
Thornton 26 17 00 04 11 2 2
McNeil 23 37 00 04 2 0 9
Likekele 19 46 11 04 3 3 10
Holden 25 10-12 34 24 1 1 25
Gayle 20 67 00 02 3 2 14
Okpara 21 23 00 36 O 2 4
Etzler 7 03 00 00 O 1 0
Spencer 6 02 00 02 1 0 0
Hardman 10 46 00 00 O 0 12
Baumann 3 11 00 01 O 0 2
Totals 200 41-747-10 9440 24 12 101

Percentages: FG: 55.4%. FT: 70.0%. Three-point
field goals: 12-23 (Sensabaugh 0-1, Key 0-2,
Thornton 0-2, McNeil 3-5, Likekele 1-1, Holden 2-2,
Gayle 2-2, Etzler 0-2, Hardman 4-6). Team rebounds:
4. Blocked shots: 6 (Sensabaugh, Key, Holden, Gayle,
Okpara 3). Turnovers: 11 (Sensabuagh 2, Key 2,
Thornton 2, McNeil, Holden, Gayle, Etzler, Spencer).
Steals: 8 (Sensabuagh, Thornton, Likekele 3, Holden,
Gayle 2).

Officials: Scirotto, Ek, Griffith. Attendance: 7,884.

wealth, and a lot of people are going to be able
to have good games and show out this season.”

Holden was a standout in football and
basketball at Wheelersburg High School,
earning All-Ohio honors in basketball as a
senior while contending for the Mr. Football
award, placing as a finalist. During his re-
cruitment, Holden was approached by Thad
Matta to play at Ohio State, but that notion
was flipped on its head when Matta resigned
as the Buckeyes’ head coach in 2017. Hold-
en ultimately decided to play his collegiate
career at Wright State.

While with the Raiders, Holden show-
cased his durability as he did not miss a single
game in his three seasons with the program.
Holden posted career averages of 16.1 points,
7.0 rebounds, 2.3 assists and 1.2 steals during
his 92 games with Wright State.

Holden noted that playing in the Horizon
League helped him prepare to play against
stiffer competition in the Big Ten.

“I feel like I needed that next level of com-
petition,” Holden said. “The Horizon League,
Wright State, they helped me advance my
game. It's crazy how much I evolved from
my freshman year to my junior year. That's
all credit to (Wright State head coach Scott
Nagy), (assistant coach Clint Sargent) and all
the players there for helping me out.

“When I entered my name in the portal,
there were a lot of things that went into it. I
went back for a whole week and talked to my
family about it. Overall, I just felt that this was
the best decision for me, and being able to
land at Ohio State was awesome.”

Holden has already made a strong first
impression with the Ohio State fan base. He
dropped a game-high 25 points while con-
necting on 10 of his 12 field-goal attempts
during the Buckeyes' 101-57 exhibition win
over Chaminade on Nov. 1. While Holden
came off the bench in the win, he noted that
he’s willing to play whatever role is asked of
him.

“I'll play wherever,” Holden said after the
game. “(Head coach Chris) Holtmann is a
great coach. He knows where to put people
and knows what to do. I think we have a lot
of top players that can make plays. My team-
mates were really setting me up very well.”

Holden is one of 10 new faces on the Ohio
State roster in 2022-23, but he feels that the
team has built chemistry quickly and is look-
ing forward to showcasing what they can do
come November.

“It will be a super exciting season,” Hold-
en said. “We're a really versatile group. We're
a really tight-knit group. I think that will carry
over onto the court, as well as off of the court.
I feel like it will be a really fun team. We're
going to play fast, and we're going to do a lot
of good things this year.”

Freshmen, Transfers Shine
In Chaminade Exhibition

Ohio State cruised past Division II-level
Chaminade 101-57 in their exhibition game
at the Schottenstein Center on Nov. 1, while
several new faces showcased their talent for
the Ohio State faithful for the first time.

Holden’s previously mentioned offen-
sive outburst represented a changing of the
guard of sorts for the Buckeyes, who saw a
near-complete roster turnover during the off-
season. This was the first time Holtmann's
new roster was on display for the Ohio State
faithful, and the coach noted that he learned
a decent amount about his team during the
win.

OSU Men's Basketball Verbal Commitments

Players in the class of 2023 who have issued verbal commitments to play basketball
at Ohio State. (Star ratings are from the 247Sports composite rankings.)

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Taison Chatman G 6-4 170 Kk k% Minneapolis Totino-Grace
Scotty Middleton SF 6-6 180 “**x%x% Wichita (Kan.) Sunrise Christian
Austin Parks © 6-9 240 KkKk*k Saint Mary's (Ohio) Memorial
Devin Royal SF 67 210 KKkkk Pickerington (Ohio) Central

“Obviously, this was a good opportunity for
us to get in front of our fans,” Holtmann said.
“(It was also) a chance to get some game con-
ditioning that we desperately needed. It was
good to do that against somebody else. I ap-
preciate Chaminade doing that.

“There are a lot of good things to take from
tonight and then some things that I was just dis-
appointed in and we have to get better at.”

Chaminade kept things interesting during
the contest’s first 10 minutes, matching Ohio
State’s 15 points while forging an advantage
on the boards. However, the Buckeyes cruised
from there, finishing the half on a 31-8 run.
Holden sparked the run by scoring 19 of his
25 points in the frame while shooting a hot
7-0f-9 from the field and drilling both of his
three-point attempts during the half.

The Buckeyes kept their foot on the gas in
the second half, outscoring the Silverswords
55-34 in the frame and running away with the
win.

Ohio State’s defense was the catalyst in
the win. The Buckeyes held the Silverswords
to just 27.6 percent shooting (21 of 76) from
the field and 6-0f-33 shooting (18.2 percent)
from deep. Ohio State also forced Chami-
nade into several mistakes. The Silverswords
tallied 15 turnovers, leading to 15 Buckeye
points. However, the Buckeye offense wasn't
shabby either, drilling 55.4 percent of its
shots (41 of 74) from the field and scoring 54
points in the paint.

Although the Buckeyes struggled in the
rebounding department early against the Sil-
verswords, Ohio State still staked out a 49-41
advantage on the glass.

“I just don’t think we're nearly where we
need to be on that end,” Holtmann said about
the team’s rebounding effort. “We have really
stressed it.”

As Holden led Ohio State in scoring
during his debut for the Scarlet and Gray,
several other Buckeyes also took the Value
City Arena floor for the first time during the
exhibition in front of 7,884 fans.

Among the transfers, former Oklahoma
State guard Isaac Likekele also stood out, as
he hit 4 of 6 shots en route to 10 points. He
added four rebounds and three assists, while
primarily operating off-ball despite playing
the point guard role in his four seasons with
the Cowboys. West Virginia transfer shooting
guard Sean McNeil was held scoreless in the
first half but scored nine second-half points
while shooting 60.0 percent from three (3 of
5) for the game. Ohio State connected on 12
of 23 attempts from beyond the arc.

Ohio State also saw five freshmen take the
floor against the Silverswords. Guard Roddy
Gayle Jr. led the pack with 14 points on 6-of-7
shooting. Point guard Bruce Thornton strug-
gled with his shot, hitting just 1 of 7, but he
facilitated the offense well by dishing out 11
assists. Center Felix Okpara established him-
self as a dangerous presence in the painted
area, tallying three blocks to go with his four
points and nine rebounds.

Sharpshooting guard Bowen Hardman

also saw minutes late in the game, drilling
four threes on six attempts from long range
for 12 total points. Forward Brice Sensa-
baugh struggled to get into a rhythm, hitting
three of his 11 shots en route to eight points.
He did however pull down eight rebounds.

Both Thornton and Gayle praised the
team’s veteran leadership for helping them
get through the nerves of playing in their first
college action.

“We have great leaders,” Gayle said.
“Whenever | felt nervous or unsure about
something, the upperclassmen helped me
out and got me through it.

“After the first few minutes [ was in, it just
felt like second nature,” he added. “I kind of
blocked out the fans, but it just kind of a felt
like another practice. I just felt comfortable
with doing what [ was supposed to do.”

The Silverswords were led by guards Bra-
den Olsen and Isaac Amaral-Artharee, who
each scored 12 points.

The Buckeyes were without a pair of their
three returning contributors. Justice Sueing
was unavailable due to an ankle sprain while
Eugene Brown III was inactive as he process-
es through concussion protocol. According to
an Ohio State press release, Sueing was held
out as a precaution.

Returning forward Zed Key had 15 points
and five rebounds.

Former Buckeye Commit
Forges Pact With Michigan

Dayton Chaminade Julienne four-star
shooting guard George Washington III (6-2,
165), Ohio State’s first member in the 2023
class prior to his eventual decommitment
in September, announced on Nov. 1 that he
would play his collegiate career at Michigan.

Washington initially committed to the
Buckeyes on Nov. 3, 2021, kicking off Holt-
mann’s recruiting pursuits in the class. How-
ever, as Ohio State continued recruiting at
Washington’s position — courting Minne-
apolis Totino-Grace four-star combo guard
Taison Chatman (6-4, 170) and Los Angeles
Sierra Canyon four-star combo guard Bronny
James (6-3, 190) — Washington ultimately de-
cided to look elsewhere.

After spirited pursuits from Wake Forest
and Dayton, Washington ultimately landed
on playing for Ohio State’s bitter rival, Mich-
igan, and head coach Juwan Howard. Wash-
ington is the No. 75 overall player and No.
9 shooting guard in the class. His addition
to Howard’s 2023 group vaulted Michigan to
No. 33 in the 247Sports team rankings, as
Washington will slot alongside South Kent,
Conn., four-star center Papa Kante (6-10,
215).

The Buckeyes held the No. 5 class in the
nation as BSB went to press, populated by
Chatman, Wichita (Kan.) Sunrise Christian
four-star small forward Scotty Middleton
(6-6, 180), St. Marys (Ohio) Memorial three-
star center Austin Parks (6-9, 240) and Pick-
erington (Ohio) Central four-star small for-
ward Devin Royal (6-7, 210).
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OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Eight Hit Double Digits In Exhibition Win

Ohio State’s season wasn't scheduled to
officially open until a Nov. 8 matchup with
No. 5 Tennessee, but the 14th-ranked Buck-
eyes took the floor for an exhibition game
on Oct. 31, knocking off the visiting Notre
Dame College (from South Euclid, Ohio) in
a 118-33 rout at the Schottenstein Center.

DOUBLE
DRIBBLE

Braden Moles

The Buckeyes trotted out a starting line-
up of guards Jacy Sheldon, Taylor Mikesell
and Taylor Thierry — who was listed as a
guard on Ohio State’s box score — as well
as forwards Rebeka Mikuldsikovd and Co-
tie McMahon, a true freshman. This lineup
helped Ohio State pour it on early against
the Falcons, taking a 31-9 lead after the first
quarter and a 62-19 lead into the break.

“There’s a lot of different lineups we
could start for a lot of reasons,” said Ohio
State head coach Kevin McGuff. “I think this
year, it could be a season where (lineups)
are based on matchups and so forth. But we
have a lot of players that can play, so it gives
us a lot of options.”

One of the early standouts from the
game was McMahon, whose athleticism
and playmaking ability shone despite tak-
ing the floor for the first time in her career,
even if it was an exhibition. She scored Ohio
State’s first three points of the game (a layup
and a made free throw) and pulled down a
pair of rebounds while dishing out an assist
in the first frame.

In the second quarter, she fought for a
defensive rebound and found Mikuldsikova
down the court, picking up an assist for
facilitating the fastbreak score. Later, she
forced a turnover by Falcons guard Peyton
Wells and scored on the fast break. McMa-
hon finished the game with nine points on
4-of-7 shooting with six assists and four re-
bounds in 20:20 of play, just a few seconds
shy of guard Madison Greene (20:38) for the
most minutes played in the exhibition.

“She’s got a lot of talent, and the good
news is I think she’s really just scratching
the surface of it, but she’s working hard at
it,” McGuff said of McMahon. “She’s already
made a lot of progress, but she’s still really
got a long way to go to reach the great poten-
tial that she has.”

The Buckeyes added 36 points in the
third and 20 points in the fourth for the
118-33 final, holding Notre Dame College
to just 20.7 percent shooting from the field.
Other than Falcon guard Alana Ellis, who
finished with 20 points on 7-0f-24 shooting,
no other Falcon finished with more than
five points.

Ohio State was led in scoring by transfer
guard Emma Shumate, who finished with
18 points on 7-0f-10 shooting, including a
4-0f-6 clip from deep. Given that Shumate
did not take the floor at West Virginia before
transferring to Ohio State — and returning
closer to home as a native of Dresden, Ohio
— it was the first time Shumate had played in
an organized game since high school.

OSU Women's Basketball Verbal Commitments

ratings are from the ESPN rankings.)

Players in the class of 2023 who have verbally committed to play basketball at Ohio State. (Star

Player Pos. Ht. Stars High School
Faith Carson C 6-4 NA Buchanan, Mich.
Diana Collins PG 5-9  kkxx%x Snellville (Ga.) Brookwood

“] haven't played since my high school
state tournament, so I was excited,” she
said. “I was excited to be out there playing. I
felt pretty comfortable tonight, but we've got
big ones coming up.”

It was also a return to the court for
Greene, who hadn’t appeared in a game
since the 2020-21 season. She finished with
12 points on 3-of-8 shooting and dished out
five assists while picking up a pair of steals
and going 5 of 6 from the foul line.

While it may have been understand-
able if Greene had looked hesitant in her
return, she was anything but. Beyond lead-
ing the team in minutes, she was diving on
the floor for loose balls and appeared to be
fully healthy coming off a knee injury that
knocked her out for all of last season.

“I thought she did really well,” McGuff
said. “She’s doing great. She’s coming
along. We're better, obviously, with her. And
she’s a really, really good defender. She runs
the offense very efficiently. So it’'s great to
have her back out there. Every day she gets
a little more comfortable, and you can see
she’s doing well.”

Ohio State also got a first look at several
newcomers. Forward Eboni Walker, a trans-
fer from Syracuse, played nearly 20 minutes
and finished with 10 points on perfect 5-of-
5 shooting from the field, and she added a
game-high nine rebounds, including three
offensive boards.

Transfer forward Karla Vres$ also got in
the game, pulling down a pair of rebounds,
and in addition to McMahon, the other two
freshmen in guards Mya Perry and Kaia
Henderson saw the floor. In total, all 14
scholarship players got in against Notre
Dame College, and eight of them finished
with double-digit scoring.

“I think the biggest thing was trying to
continue to look at different rotations and
how people were playing with each other,”
McGuff said. “We got to play a lot of differ-
ent lineups, and that was the biggest thing
we wanted to try and do.”

Recruiting Update As
2023 Class Winds Down

The early signing period for the 2023 re-
cruiting class began on Nov. 9 and will last
through Nov. 16, signaling that the current
cycle is coming to an end, though recruits
do have a second opportunity to sign during
the regular signing period from April 12
through May 17 of next year.

Ohio State currently has two commit-
ments in 2023 in Snellville (Ga.) Brook-
wood four-star point guard Diana Collins
(5-9) and Buchanan, Mich., center Faith
Carson (6-4). Collins committed to the
Buckeyes in September, while Carson
made her pledge back in February. The
Buckeyes also remain in the hunt for sever-
al other prospects who have yet to commit
— either to Ohio State or to another school
— as BSB went to press.

Ohio State has offers out to a trio of cen-
ters in London (Ontario, Can.) Southwest
Academy’s Jada Bediako (6-3), Jacksonville
(Fla.) Sandalwood’s Jada Jones (6-4) and
Atlantic City, NJ., four-star Quanirah Cher-
ry-Montague (6-4).

Bediako was offered by Ohio State in
June and listed the Buckeyes as one of her
top two schools on Oct. 30 along with Geor-
gia Tech. She averaged 7.6 points and 5.2
rebounds per game for Team Canada in
the FIBA U16 Americas Women’s Champi-
onships in 2021. Jones was offered by the
Buckeyes in 2020 and averaged 13.3 points,
8.1 rebounds and 3.0 blocks per game last
season for Sandalwood.

Cherry-Montague, meanwhile, is the No.
48 overall prospect in the class, according
to ESPN. She was offered by the Buckeyes
in April and visited Ohio Stadium for the
Ohio State football team’s win over Toledo
on Sept. 17. The Buckeyes are one of her
top schools along with Mississippi State,
Penn State and UCLA, where she either
has taken or plans to take visits, according
to The Press of Atlantic City. She averaged
13.8 points, 11.1 rebounds and 3.8 blocks
in her junior season.

Ohio State also continues to recruit Had-
donfield (NJ.) Paul IV five-star point guard
Hannah Hidalgo (5-7), who is the No. 5
prospect in the class, according to ESPN.
Hidalgo announced a top six of Duke, Mich-
igan, Notre Dame, Ohio State, Stanford
and UCF on Aug. 1 and is reportedly set to
announce her decision in November. She
visited the Buckeyes last December and has
taken visits this fall to Duke, Notre Dame
and Stanford.

She’s averaged 21.5 points, 4.7 re-
bounds, 3.8 assists and 5.4 steals per game
in her first three seasons in high school,
and she also played for Team USA in the
U17 FIBA World Cup in Debrecen, Hunga-
ry, over the summer, averaging 7.7 points,
2.1 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 2.6 steals in
seven games as the United States took the
gold.

While Ohio State signed three players
out of high school in last year’s cycle, it’s
unclear how many the Buckeyes can take in
this class. Ohio State’s current roster is one
short of the 15-person scholarship limit, but

Ohio St. 118, ND Coll. 33 (Exh.)

. Oct. 31, 2022 .
Value City Arena, Columbus, Ohio

1 2 3 4 F

Notre Dame College 9 10 8 6 33
Ohio State 31 31 36 20 118
ND College Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Carlson 21 16 00 20 0 2 2
Adachi 28 1-8 00 00 1 1 3
Ali-Shakir 24 24 02 13 1 1 5
Weathers 17 15 00 02 1 4 2
McDaniel 16 02 00 13 1 0 0
Ellis 20 7-24 24 03 O 3 20
Martcheva 0 02 00 11 O 2 0
Anker 6 0-1 00 0-1 1 0 O
Wells 21 01 00 04 0 O O
Jackson 14 04 12 02 0 0 1
Hamilton 8 00 00 00 1 0 0
Kulhman 5 00 00 00 O 0 0
Montagner 6 01 00 11 0 0 O
Hullinger 6 00 00 02 O 0 0
Totals 200 12-58 3-8 723 6 13 33

Percentages: FG: 20.7%. FT: 37.5%. Three-point
field goals: 6-23 (Ellis 4-11, Ali-Shakir 1-2, Apache
1-5, Weather 0-2, Anker 0-1, Jackson 0-1, Wells 0-1).
Team rebounds: 2. Blocked shots: 2 (Ellis, Weathers).
Turnovers: 26 (Ali-Shakir 6, Ellis 5, McDaniel 3, Carlson
2, Jackson 2, Martcheva 2, Weathers 2, Wells 2, Anker,
Hamilton). Steals: 2 (Adachi, Carlson).

Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Mikulasikova 15 3-5 55 2-6 1 0o 1
McMahon 20 47 14 04 6 0 9
Thierry %6 23 11 1-1 4 4 5
Sheldon 16 810 00 2-2 2 0 16
Mikesell 18 3-12 00 02 1 0 10
Greene 21 38 56 11 5 1 12
Walker 20 55 00 36 2 1 10
Harris 19 510 1-1 06 3 0 13
Shumate 20 7-10 00 3-2 O 3 18
Bristow 18 48 44 03 5 1 12
Vres 6 00 00 141 1 1 0
Costner 6 02 00 03 1 1 0
Perry 4 01 00 20 O 0 0
Henderson 3 12 00 01 O 0 2

Totals 200 46-8317-2116-42 31 12 118

Percentages: FG: 55.4%. FT: 81.0%. Three-point
field goals: 9-30 (Shumate 4-6, Harris 2-6, Mikesell
2-8, Greene 1-3, Bristow 0-1, Sheldon 0-2, Henderson
0-1, McMahon 0-1, Perry
Blocked shots: 7 (Bristow 2, Thierry 2, Harris, Shumate,
Walker). Turnovers: 6 (Bristow, Costner, Mikulasikova,
Sheldon, Thierry, Walker). Steals: 14 (Thierry 4, Greene
2, Sheldon 2, Bristow, Harris, McMahon, Mikesell,
Mikulasikova, Walker).

Officials: Harris, Hallead, Gatling. Attendance: 2,300.

0-1). Team rebounds: 5.

the Buckeyes will have just one guaranteed
departure after this season with Mikesell,
who will have exhausted her eligibility.

Sheldon could test the waters of the
WNBA following this season, but she — as
well as the other four seniors on the roster
besides Mikesell — all have another year
of eligibility remaining. In short, a class of
more than two players would require at
least one more departure — either Sheldon
to the WNBA or a potential transfer out of
the program — beyond Mikesell.
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OHIO STATE MEN’S HOCKEY

Former Buckeye Stars Find Their Way Back To City

While Ohio State plays its home games
on campus in Value City Arena at The
Schottenstein Center, several former Buck-
eye standouts have recently made appear-
ances at nearby Nationwide Arena, home

IN THE CREASE

Craig Merz

of the NHLs Columbus Blue Jackets.

Vancouver forward Dakota Joshua was
the most recent when he played there for
his new team on Oct. 18. Dakota signed a
two-year contract with the Canucks on July
13 after playing 42 games with the St. Lou-
is Blues over the previous two seasons.

“It felt like a good fit with the Canucks,”
he told BSB. “It’s a good opportunity here
to slide in and establish myself as a regu-
lar NHL player. I'm in the midst of trying
to do that.”

He was part of a group that helped the
Buckeyes to three consecutive NCAA tour-
nament appearances (2016-19), including
the 2018 Frozen Four and a Big Ten reg-
ular-season title in the 2018-19 season.
Joshua had 100 points (41 goals, 59 as-
sists) in 128 games for the Buckeyes from
2015-19.

Forward Mason Jobst was a teammate
those four seasons and completed his
eligibility as one of the most decorated
players in team history, joining Hugo Bois-
vert (1998 and '99) as the only two-time
All-Americans. Jobst was named to the
second team in 2017 and 2019. In 150 ca-
reer games, he had 164 points (69 goals,
95 assists) to rank 13th in points all-time
for the Buckeyes

He signed with the New York Islanders
out of college but has not made it to the
NHL and is playing for the Buffalo Sabres’
top farm club in Rochester, N.Y., of the
American Hockey League. Jobst traveled
with the Sabres to Nationwide Arena for
the preseason game vs. the Blue Jackets
on Sept. 28 but did not play. He hasn't
given up on his goal of making his NHL
debut.

“The dream’s still there,” he said. “If
there’s an opportunity, I have to be ready
for it.”

Tanner Laczynski might be the next
ex-Buckeye to play in Columbus. He was
teammates with Joshua and Jobst his first
two seasons and finished his four-year
career in 2020 when the Buckeyes would

Kewe

have made the NCAA tournament for a
program-record fourth straight season,
but the start of the COVID-19 pandemic
ended the campaign prematurely.

He finished 22nd in career points with
143 (48 goals, 95 assists) in 138 games
but has been plagued by injuries after
turning pro with the Philadelphia Flyers,
the team that drafted him in 2016. Over
the past 18 months, he underwent surger-
ies to each hip and an operation for a core
muscle, but as of Nov. 4 he was on the Fly-
ers’ roster.

He picked up his first two NHL assists
while playing seven games this season.
He'’s played 13 games for the Flyers since
his debut on April 3, 2021, but has not
scored. The Flyers are scheduled to be in
Columbus on Nov. 10 and 15.

Carson Meyer was Laczynski’'s OSU
teammate from 2018-20 and has been in
the Blue Jackets' system since. The for-
ward played his first NHL game on April
4 and has a goal and two assists for three
points in 13 games. He was one of the last
cuts in the preseason and is with Cleve-
land in the AHL. Meyer had 55 points (27
goals, 28 assists) in 73 games at Ohio
State.

A one-time Buckeye who could show
up in Nationwide Arena in the near fu-
ture is forward Georgii Merkulov, who as
a freshman last season led the team with
20 goals in 36 games. He parlayed that
into a three-year contract with the Boston
Bruins and is playing for the Providence
Bruins of the AHL.

Learning to play defense to augment
his offensive talents will be the key to him
making the big club.

“We're just real proud of how he’s real-
ly bought in, and it shows in practice and
now it's translating to his game,” Provi-
dence coach Ryan Mougenel told AHL.
com. “We know he's going to get points.
He's got a great ability to see plays and
make plays, but the stuff away from the
puck is going to give him sustainability in
the NHL.”

In his first nine games for Providence
this season, Merkulov had nine points
(four goals, five assists). Unless he’s trad-
ed, Merkulov will have to wait until next
season to play in Columbus because the
Bruins’ lone game at Nationwide Arena
this season was Oct. 28. The Blue Jackets
play in Boston on Dec. 17 and March 30,
2023.

Tough Love
The path to the NHL is challenging for
most players, and Joshua had many obsta-
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cles, some self-inflicted. He has the size
(6-3, 206) to play a physical game and do
the grunt work third- and fourth-line play-
ers need to do, but he hasn’t always played
to his ability.

He was taken in the fifth round of the
2014 NHL draft by the Toronto Maple
Leafs, but his rights were traded to St.
Louis in July 2019 after his Ohio State
career ended. Joshua was benched or sus-
pended several times by Ohio State coach
Steve Rohlik along the way.

“Those were tough times early,” Joshua
said. “It wasn’t easy sledding at the start.
So using that experience, that once I got
into the pros and realized that you've got
to go about your business or else they’ll
find someone else to do it, college as a
whole was just a great life learning lesson
for that.”

Rohlik always saw the potential in
Joshua.

“Nothing’s been easy for Dakota,
but like I've told him, you've got to work
through those tough times,” the coach
said. “And for him to stick with it and get a
degree here is most impressive to me. The
skill set and hockey stuff has always been
there. It's a matter of him being consistent
and going out there and doing it.

“He’s playing pro hockey. He’s find-
ing his niche, and he can do that for a
long time. He’s just got to continue to go
through the good and the bad and stay
that even keel.”

Joshua has fond memories from his
Ohio State days.

“I was really lucky to have a good group
for my four years there,” he said. “Looking
back on it now, in the moment I didn’t real-
ize how good we actually were, which is a
tough part of life. We had great Ohio State
hockey teams for sure that will go down in
the history books.

“I will stay in touch with a lot of the guys
for the rest of our lives, and you wouldn’t
want it any other way from college. But it’s
nice to see everybody growing up and find-
ing their own path in life.”

Baby Buckeye

Laczynski missed two games recently,
but unlike in the past when it was for inju-
ries, he had a much happier reason.

His wife, Madison, whom he met while
at Ohio State, gave birth to their first child
on Oct. 29. The boy, Leo, was 8 pounds,
2 ounces. Flyers coach John Tortorella
said there was no question that Laczyns-
ki should be away from the team for a few
days.

“Let’'s remember what we're doing,” Tor-
torella said. “We're entertainers. It's a sport.
There was no way he was coming back here.
Everybody'’s thrilled for him, thrilled for his
wife. I know it was a long night for her. That
stuff’s more important than anything — your
family.”

Laczynski was appreciative of Tortorella,
the former Blue Jackets coach.

“He was great about it,” Laczynski said.
“He said, ‘Be with your family, that's most
important.

“There’s so much stuff in the league,
you're always so busy that you don’t usual-
ly get that time. It was nice to have two or
three days off to be there for my wife and
our beautiful boy.”

Next

The Buckeyes had an open weekend
Nov. 4 and 5. They return to the ice at Michi-
gan State on Nov. 10 and 11. The next home
games are Nov. 18 and 19 vs. Notre Dame.

Take A Bow

Senior forward Kamil Sadlocha is the
Varsity Club Icer of the Month for Octo-
ber. He scored a team-high five goals in 10
games and added three assists. Sadlocha
scored three times in the two-game sweep
of Bentley, including two goals and two as-
sists in the Oct. 20 game vs. the Falcons.

For a recap of all Ohio State games go to
the BuckeyeSports.com website, free to all
Buckeye Sports Bulletin subscribers.

VARSITY CLUB

ICER OF THE MONTH
For October

Kamil Sadlocha

Senior Forward
Carpentersville, Ill.
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2022 FOOTBALL

Sept. 3 NOTRE DAME, W 21-10; 10
ARKANSAS STATE, W 45-12; 17 TOLEDO, W,
77-21.; 24 WISCONSIN, W 52-21.

Oct. 1 RUTGERS, W 49-10; 8 at Michigan
State, W 49-20; 22 IOWA, W 54-10; 29 at
Penn State, W 44-31.

Nov. 5 at Northwestern, W 21-7 12
INDIANA; 19 at Maryland; 26 MICHIGAN.

2023 FOOTBALL

Sept. 2 at Indiana; 9 YOUNGSTOWN
STATE; 16 WESTERN KENTUCKY; 23 at Notre
Dame.

Oct. 7 MARYLAND; 14 at Purdue; 21
PENN STATE; 28 at Wisconsin.

Nov. 4 at Rutgers; 11 MICHIGAN STATE;
18 MINNESOTA, 25 at Michigan.

CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 2 Mike Baumer Cross Country
Classic at Dayton, OH Men: 1/15; Women:
1/13; 9 Big Ten Preview at Michigan, Men
5/6; Women 2/6; 23 Roy Griak Invitational
at Minneapolis, Minn. Men: 13/17; Women
5/20; 30 Lakefront Invitational at Chicago, IIl.
Men 2/7; Women: 2/11.

Oct. 15 Arturo Barrios Invitational
at College Station, Texas; 28 Big Ten
Championships at Ann Arbor, Mich. Men:
8/12; Women 4/14.

Nov. 11 NCAA Regional Championships
at Terre Haute, Ind.; 18 NCAA Championships
at Stillwater, Okla.

WOMEN'’S FIELD HOCKEY (11-8, 3-5)

Aug. 26 Northeastern, W 4-0; 28 Albany
W 3-0.

Sept. 4 LEHIGH, W 4-0; 11 Miami (Ohio),
L 1-0; 16 MARYLAND, L 4-2; 18 WAKE
FOREST, L 1-0; 23 Rutgers, L 2-0; 25 Penn
State, L 2-0; 30 MICHIGAN STATE, W 2-1 (OT)

Oct. 2 KENT STATE, W 4-0; 7 CENTRAL
MICHIGAN, W 7-1; 9 Ohio, W 7-1, 14
IOWA, W 2-0; 16 NORTHWESTERN, L 2-1;
21 Indiana, W 2-1; 23 Bellarmine, W 5-1; 28
Michigan, L 3-1; 30 BALL STATE, W 4-0.

Nov. 3 Big Ten Tournament, Maryland,
L 5-2.

MEN'S GOLF

Sept. 7 Frederica Cup at St. Simons
Island, Ga., 6/8; 8 Frederica Cup at St. Simons
Island, Ga., 7/8; 26 Inverness Intercollegiate at
Toledo, Ohio, 4/16 27 Inverness Intercollegiate
at Toledo, Ohio, 7/16.

Oct. 3 Hamptons Invitational at East
Hamptons, N.Y., 6/10; 4 Hamptons Invitational
at East Hamptons, N.Y., 4/10; 31 Cal Poly
Collegiate at Carmel-by-the-Sea, Calif.

Nov. 1 Cal Poly Collegiate at Carmel-by-
the-Sea, Calif., 1/13

WOMEN'S GOLF

Sept. 12-13 Dick McGuire/Branch Law
Firm at Albuquerque, N.M., 1/17; 23-24
Mason Rudolph at Nashville, Tenn., 1/17.

Oct. 3-4 Barbara Nicklaus Cup at Dublin,
Ohio, 7/8; 23 Jim West Challenge at San
Marcos, Texas, T9/15; 24 Jim West Challenge
at San Marcos, Texas, T7/15.

MEN'’S ICE HOCKEY (7-2-1, 3-1)

Oct. 1 at Mercyhurst, W 4-2; 2 at
Mercyhurst, W 4-1; 7 WISCONSIN, W 3-1; 8
WISCONSIN, W 4-3; 14-15 at UConn, T 0-0;
L 1-6; 20-21 BENTLEY, W 9-2; W 3-1; 28-29
MINNESOTA, W 6-4, L 4-2.

Nov. 10-11 at Michigan State; 18-19
NOTRE DAME; 25-26 at Long Island University.

Dec. 2-3 at Penn State; 16-17 at Bowling
Green.

Jan. 6-7 MICHIGAN STATE; 13-14 at
Michigan; 20-21 at Wisconsin.

Feb. 3-4 PENN STATE; 10-11 at Notre
Dame; 16 MICHIGAN 18 at FirstEnergy
Stadium, Cleveland, vs. Michigan; 24-25 at
Minnesota.

WOMEN'’S ICE HOCKEY (10-1-1, 9-1-1)
Sept. 30 at Minnesota State, W 2-1.
Oct. 1 at Minnesota State, W 5-4; 7 ST.

CLOUD STATE, W 5-2; 8 ST. CLOUD STATE,
W 6-2; 15-16 at Bemidji State, W 4-0; W 5-2;
21-22 MINNESOTA DULUTH, W 3-2 OT, W
3-2 28-29 MINNESOTA, L 4-2, T 4-4 (SOW).

Nov. 5 at St. Thomas, W 4-0; 6 at St.
Thomas, W 6-0 18-19 BEMIDJI STATE; 22-23
COLGATE.

Dec. 2-3 at Minnesota Duluth; 17-18 at
Cornell; 30-31 at Lindenwood.

Jan. 13-14 WISCONSIN; 20-21 at St
Cloud State; 27-28 MINNESOTA STATE.

Feb. 3-4 at Minnesota; 10-11 ST.
THOMAS; 17-18 at Wisconsin.

MEN’S SOCCER (10-2-5, 4-2-2)

Aug. 25 SOUTH CAROLINA, T 1-1; 28
CAL POLY, W 3-0.

Sept. 1 Bowling Green, W 1-0. 5 WRIGHT
STATE, W 2-0; 9 BUTLER, W 2-0; 13 Akron, T
3-3.; 18 INDIANA, W 2-1; 21 Cleveland State,
T 0-0; 25 Maryland, L 1-0; 30 RUTGERS, T
2-2.

Oct. 5 NORTHERN KENTUCKY, W 3-2;
11 Michigan, W 3-1; 16 NORTHWESTERN,
W 2-1; 21 Penn State, T 1-1; 25 MICHIGAN
STATE, W 2-1; 30 Wisconsin, L 3-2.;

Nov. 4 Big Ten Tournament, Michigan
State, W 1-0; 9 Big Ten Tournament at
Rutgers.

WOMEN'’S SOCCER (10-5-3, 5-3-2)

Aug. 18 Kansas, W 1-0; 21 Missouri, W
2-1; 26 BYU, L 2-0.

Sept. 1 Dayton, W 4-0; 4 TEXAS A&M, T
0-0; 8 Brown, W 3-2; 11 KENT STATE, W 2-1;
18 Rutgers, L 2-0; 22 Michigan, T 0-0; 25
IOWA, W 2-0; 29 Indiana, W 4-0.

Oct. 2 PENN STATE, W 3-0; 8 Nebraska,
T 2-2; 13 MARYLAND, W 7-0; 16 lllinois,
W 6-1; 20 MICHIGAN STATE, L 0-1; 23
NORTHWESTERN, L 0-2; 30 Big Ten quarterfi-
nals at Nebraska, L 4-0.

MEN'’S TENNIS

Sept. 19 Columbus Challenger at
Columbus, Ohio.

Oct. 1 ITA All-American Championship
at Tulsa, Okla.; 20 ITA Midwest Regional
Championship at Champaign, Ill.; 24 Las
Vegas Challenger at Las Vegas, Nev.; 31 Ithica
Challenger at Ithica, N.Y.; 31 Charlottesville
Challenger at Charlottesville, Va.

Nov. 2 Big Ten Singles & Doubles
Championship; 2 ITA Fall Championship at
San Diego, Calif.

WOMEN'’S TENNIS

Sept. 16 Debbie Southern Furman Fall
Classic at Greenville, S.C., NTS; 22 Fall
Spotlight at Raleigh, N.C.

Oct. 1 ITA All-Americans at Cary, N.C,;
14 Buckeye Invite at Columbus, Ohio; 20 ITA
Midwest Regionals at Ann Arbor, Mich.

Nov. 2 ITA Fall Championships at San
Diego, Calif.; 4 ASU Thunderbolt Invitational
at San Diego, Calif.

WOMEN'’S VOLLEYBALL (17-5, 13-1)

Aug. 26 TEXAS, L 3-0; 27 L 3-1.

Sept. 3 San Diego, L 3-0; 4 Louisville,
W 3-1; 9, BYU, W 3-0; 11 Georgia Tech, W
3-1; 17 Tennessee, W 3-0; 18 Pittsburgh, L
3-0; 23 lowa, W 3-0; 24 Nebraska, L 3-2; 28
Michigan, W 3-1.

Oct. 1 Indiana, W 3-1; 7 PENN STATE,
W 3-2; 9 NORTHWESTERN, W, 3-1; 12
Minnesota, W 3-0; 15 RUTGERS, W 3-0;
19 ILLINOIS, W 3-0; 21 IOWA, W 3-1; 26
MICHIGAN, W 3-0; 29 Penn State, W 3-2.

Nov. 4 Northwestern, W 3-0; 5 Michigan
State, W 3-0; 11 Purdue, 7 p.m.; 13
NEBRASKA, 4:30 p.m.; 18 Maryland.; 20
INDIANA, 1 p.m.; 25 MINNESOTA, 6 p.m; 26
WISCONSIN, 7 p.m.
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Bucks Showed Toughness But Still Work To Do

Regardless of the weather conditions,
Ohio State entered its contest with North-
western intent on improving a ground
game that had sputtered the last two
weeks. The Buckeyes averaged 2.2 yards
against lowa and 3.8 against Penn State,
with both games showing less than 100
rushing yards total.

THE FACTS
MAN

Mike Wachsman

The numbers were improved against
a Wildcats defense designed to stop the
ground game as Ohio State averaged
5.9 yards per carry and had 207 rushing
yards. Miyan Williams had 111 of them,
but the surprising figure was quarterback
C.J. Stroud, who added 79 rushing yards
after coming in with minus-4 for the sea-
son.

“It’s all about winning,” head coach
Ryan Day said. “That’s always been the
focus. Really, for half the game you could
not throw the ball in this type of weather.
But even when the wind was at our back,
it was hard to do anything in the pass
game. It was not for a lack of trying. If we
could have run the ball a little bit better,
maybe we could have got some momen-
tum going.”

While the numbers are somewhat en-
couraging, there are a couple that could
still be a source of worry. Ohio State was
faced with third-and-2 or less on four sep-
arate occasions and converted only once.
The offensive line did a poor job holding
blocks and allowed Northwestern to knife
into the backfield and corral Williams be-
fore he could get up a head of steam.

Day brought in Justin Frye from UCLA
to instill consistency and toughness into
the offensive line, but the jury is out on
whether that’s happening. It's still too
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common to see an OSU lineman on the
ground, whiffing at a defender who has
already gone past and stopped a play for
no gain. And the receivers have been
terribly inconsistent with their blocking,
too.

“No excuse,” Day said. “We need to be
better, but (Northwestern) did a good job,
especially early.”

Ohio State was without TreVeyon Hen-
derson, who didn't make the trip after
aggravating a prior foot injury late in the
win over Penn State. With Northwestern
selling out to stop Williams, Day added a
new wrinkle.

“They had two extra guys down (in the
box defensively),” he said. “That’s the way
they are built. We tried to throw the ball at
times. Finally, we equated some numbers
and got CJ. involved with the run game
and found a way to win the game in a very
difficult situation.”

Stroud broke off a 44-yard run to the
Northwestern 5-yard line in the fourth
quarter, which set up Ohio State’s final
touchdown.

“We had to find another way to win,”
Stroud said. “I'm like that every game,
where I tell Coach run me if he wants to,
or if he doesn’t (want to), it's up to him.”

The fact that OSU struggled in less-
than-ideal weather conditions for the
second time in its last 10 regular-season
games has led some to question whether
Day'’s program is all finesse and no tough-
ness.

While I am not ready to pile on yet, it
does seem to really throw the Buckeyes
off if there are any kind of conditions not
conducive to throwing the football. Why
Day doesn’t lean on the ground game
more, especially when he has a great one-
two punch in Henderson and Williams, is
beyond me.

The defense has certainly taken to its
makeover, adopting the personality of co-
ordinator Jim Knowles. It's an aggressive
bunch, generally good at tackling with
the ability to step up and make a big play
when needed. It's amazing just how big
a difference there is between this year’s
group and last year’s undisciplined, out of
position, deer in headlights crew. The fact
it'’s largely the same players makes it even
more stunning.

But the offense? I don’t know.

It's hard to find fault with an offense
that has been, for the last couple of sea-
sons, among the toughest in college foot-
ball to defend. But that may be more a by-
product of talent than anything else. The
Buckeyes have more and better players
than just about anyone, which can some-
times mask scheme deficiencies.

Look at Alabama. It's running the
same stuff it ran when it won the nation-
al title in 2020. Problem is, there is no
Devonta Smith or Jameson Williams on
the roster. So plays that were talent-reli-
ant instead of scheme-sound are now not
working. The Tide also have their own
problems on the offensive line, but theirs
is more protection-based. Quarterback
Bryce Young seems to be running for his
life on every play. That’s not usually the
case with Stroud.

No, Ohio State’s problems up front ap-

pear to be mental. Attitude. Toughness.

The disaster that was the Buckeyes’
four-tackle offensive line last year seemed
to play into that, and even though this
year there is a more standard two-tack-
le/two-guard lineup, the softness may
have lingered. Tackles are the finesse
position, the guys with quick feet holding
pass rushers at bay while the quarterback
drops back to do his thing.

But guards and centers are the maul-
ers, the tough guys, the ones on the inside
taking on mammoth defensive tackles
and close-to-the-box linebackers. That’s
where you pick up the hard yards, inside.
And right now Ohio State is lacking in
that area.

If it isn't fixed by the time the Maize
and Blue come to town, the outcome will
be written before the game even kicks off.

A New Wrinkle?

Fans have been screaming for Day to
employ more quarterback runs this year,
and it finally happened against North-
western.

The Buckeyes offense was at its best
with a dual-threat quarterback because it
made the defense account for that guy as
a possible ground threat. Ohio State was
easier to defend schematically when the
quarterback wasn't in play as a runner as
in 2018 with Dwayne Haskins and 2021
with Stroud. It taxes a defense when a
mobile quarterback is the opponent be-
cause they are just as likely to take off
and pick up quality yardage as they are to
sling it downfield.

The funny thing is that Stroud’s first
collegiate touchdown was a nifty 48-yard
run against Michigan State in 2020. So
fans have seen him do it. It may not be his
forte, as he makes his living with uncanny
accuracy and a high football IQ. But he
can do it.

He just was not asked to. Until North-
western.

I will give Day credit for changing
things up and calling some designed
quarterback runs. Stroud’s 16-yard
scamper and 6-yard play extender be-
fore Emeka Egbuka’s jet sweep touch-
down were unexpected, and his 44-yard
foray into Northwestern’s red zone that
set up the backbreaking score was a
thing of beauty.

Here’s the question — was it all just a
one-day, adapting-to-conditions thing? Or
is it something that opposing defenses
will now have to pay attention to?

“We know how important it is to keep
C.J. healthy, and he’s not going to take
shots unless we need him to,” Day said.
“We needed him to (run) today and he did
it. You can see he’s capable when we need
him to do it for us.”

The sudden specter of the quarterback
run allowed the Buckeyes to finally wear
down the pesky Wildcats and made de-
fenders just hesitant enough for Williams
to do his thing inside. While Stroud said
that he still thrives on the passing game,
he isn’t against tucking the ball and run-
ning with it.

“It felt good to get a couple of runs
in today,” he said. “Hopefully Coach Day
calls some more. Everybody in the world

will be happier with me.”

These Things Work Themselves
Out

There are a few things you can de-
pend on with certainty — death, taxes,
and fans complaining about the initial
College Football Playoff rankings. Like
clockwork, certain fan bases were out on
social media decrying the committee, say-
ing “that team stinks” and “why are you
slandering this team?”

Even though the rankings unveiled in
December are the only ones that matter,
there was much discussion and debate
about where teams were slotted and
which ones “have a path” to the playoff.

I'm here to drop a little secret, folks:
This will all play itself out.

As we saw the weekend of Nov. 5, Ala-
bama said bye-bye with a second loss. Illi-
nois, peripheral contenders but contend-
ers just the same, suffered a second loss.
Sayonara, Bret Bielema. There are now
two fewer contenders. Even Clemson,
expected to go unbeaten, lost to Notre
Dame and is on life support.

The thing that’s said every year again
holds true — win all of your games and
you're in. Unless youre a Group of Five
team, then you have to win all of your
games and hope that at least one of them
is a Power Five squad.

Here is my latest Dandy Dozen, and
as a public service, provided with the two
remaining toughest opponents for each
team. That will make it easier to track
who has a tough road and who has an
easy one leading up to the final College
Football Playoff ranking.

1. Georgia (9-0) — at Mississippi State,
SEC title game

2. Ohio State (9-0) — at Maryland,
Michigan

3. Michigan (9-0) — Illinois, at Ohio
State

4. TCU (9-0) — at Texas, at Baylor

5. Tennessee (8-1) — Missouri, at South
Carolina

6. Oregon (8-1) — Washington, Utah

7. LSU (7-2) — at Arkansas, at Texas
A&M

8. USC (8-1) — at UCLA, Notre Dame

9. Clemson (8-1) — Louisville, ACC title
game

10. Ole Miss (8-1) — Alabama, Missis-
sippi Sate

11. Alabama (7-2) — at Ole Miss, Au-
burn

12. UCLA (8-1) - USC, at Cal

There is still quite a bit of football to be
played, but we know mostly what teams
are, and there won't be a ton of surprises
at this point in the season. Either you're
good enough or you aren't.

For Ohio State and its fan base, it's
easy — win out and you're in. Hell, even if
you lose to Michigan, there’s still a possi-
bility of getting in if there is chaos in oth-
er leagues. Just enjoy the roller coaster
until it comes to a complete stop, which
will be roughly 3:30 pm on Nov. 26.

Until then, keep hands and feet inside
the car, and keep your safety belt fastened
at all times.
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Debatable “Weather” Run Game Is Back In Stride

THE VIEW FROM 15TH & HIGH

First let me get something off my chest.

Did Ryan Day mention the weather
enough times in his postgame press confer-
ence? Coach, you are from New Hampshire.
Haven't you ever seen bad weather before?
This is the Big Ten in November. Believe me.
It can be a lot worse. Have you ever heard of
the Snow Bowl?

And here is the most important thing
about bad weather. Both teams play in it.
While you were shivering and fretting about
it, your team was being outplayed and out-
coached by Northwestern.

There. I feel better now.

I'm actually a big Ryan Day guy. I think
Ohio State is blessed to have a coach of not
only his offensive acumen and recruiting abil-
ity but of his demeanor and ability to deal
with his players, the press and public.

Those of you who read this column on a
regular basis know that about the only com-
plaint I have had with him during his time at
the helm is his tendency to keep his starting
quarterback in the game too long. Which
is ironic because I thought the game with
Northwestern was one where Kyle McCord
might see extended action and get some ex-
perience in case the unspeakable happened
(and it’'s unspeakable so I am not going to
mention it, but you know what it is). I even
wondered if Day might do something Urban
Meyer was known to do — put his backup QB
in for a series or two in the first half when
the game was still being contested and the
second-stringer could do more than just turn
and hand the ball to a backup running back.

Of course, putting McCord in at any point
in the Northwestern game never proved to be
an option.

Now before I get into one of the rare in-
stances when [ am critical of Day and his
offensive staff that took the No. 2 scoring of-
fense (48.9) and No. 6 total offense (509.2)
into the game, let me make it perfectly clear
that  am not an expert on football. But I speak
to a lot of experts on football, and I speak to
a lot of average fans, as well. What was on ev-
eryone’s mind after the lowa and Penn State
games? Ohio State’s running game.

Against the Hawkeyes and Nittany Lions
the Buckeyes picked up only a combined 164
yards for just a 2.9-yard average. Take away
TreVeyon Henderson’s 41-yard burst against
PSU - which I know you can’t — and you are
down to a 2.2-yard average.

Ohio State has what seems like 412 peo-
ple on its football staff. Surely one of them
pointed out to Day that Northwestern ranked
111th in the country in rushing defense.
And with the weather forecast known well
in advance (the weather people got it right
for once), this seemed like a logical game to
work on the rushing attack and get it back to
where it was before the off week, when it was
averaging 228.0 yards a game and 6.0 yards
per carry.

In fact, the Buckeyes ran Miyan Williams
on the very first play of the game and he
gained 6 yards, but the play was called back
for holding. Day went to wide receiver Emeka
Egbuka for a 6-yard run and then C.J Stroud
threw a pair of incompletions to force a punt.

After that the Buckeyes didn’t seem com-
mitted to just lining up and pounding Wil-
liams, wearing the Northwestern defense
down, and after Williams failed to convert on
third- and fourth-down attempts to close the
first quarter, they abandoned him and, with
the wind at their backs, went to the passing
game to no avail.

The first drive of the second quarter was
all passes, and the Buckeyes ran four plays
for 15 yards. On the possession after that,
it was all passing again with four plays for

Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

5 yards after a delay of game penalty was
marked off, with the Buckeyes all the while
trailing 7-0.

Oddly, it was Stroud, known (rightfully or
not) for his lack of desire to run with the ball,
who finally got the ground game untracked
with a nifty 16-yard run on a fourth-and-1
late in the second quarter to the Wildcat 21.
Stroud carried again for 6 more yards, and
the Buckeyes went nontraditional a different
way, giving the ball to Egbuka for thel5-yard
touchdown.

Day explained that the problem was that
the Wildcats were stacking the box and the
way to beat that was with the pass, which
wasn't working, or to involve Stroud in the
running game to even the numbers. I just
wonder why it took so long to figure out the
pass wasn't going to work. Stroud was 3 of 8
passing in each of the first and second quar-
ters for a whopping 46 yards.

He did, however, lead the Buckeye rushing
attack in the first half with three carries for
29 yards, and Egbuka added 21 yards on two
carries. Williams struggled to 11 carries for
22 yards.

Williams was much stronger in the sec-
ond half, with 15 carries for 89 yards with a
27-yard touchdown run, while Stroud contin-
ued his rushing ways with three carries for
another 50 yards, including a 44-yarder to set
up Ohio State’s final touchdown — a Williams
2-yard run.

Fifty years from now fans will see that
Williams carried for 111 yards on 26 carries
and the Buckeyes gained 207 yards on the
ground and think it was a pretty good effort
for a game played in November Chicago-area
weather. And it was.

All 'm asking is whether things might
have played out differently if Ohio State had
committed to the run right out of the gate and
stuck with it, with the help of Stroud or not,
rather than trying to force the pass in weath-
er that Day reminded us repeatedly was in-
clement. Ultimately Ohio State and its big
offensive line were going to wear down the
overmatched Wildcats. The coach admitted
as much himself

“We talked about it at one point, but we
felt like Miyan was running well. There were
a lot of guys down in the box, and we felt like
with more and more at-bats, he'd start to
break them there the more opportunities he
had.”

So why not give those opportunities to
him and let the running game start to build
back to where it was and where it needs to
be?

“We're going to look at it and realize that
we could have moved guys, even if there are
two extra guys in the box,” Day said. “We've
still got to convert in those situations.”

And more importantly I am asking wheth-
er the Buckeyes have solved their problem
with the run. By showing Stroud and Egbu-
ka, the Buckeyes have certainly given future
opponents — and we know who that means
— more to think about.

But I have always believed that an effec-
tive running game is built on rhythm and
chemistry. And to get that, you have to have
continuity.

In fact, I'll go so far as to say that the week
off killed the rhythm and chemistry that the
offensive line and the running backs had
built up over the course of the first six games.
Don't forget, it was only a couple of weeks
ago that we were raving about the big guys up

front and the balance they were helping bring
to the Ohio State offense.

If the weather is better on Nov. 12, Indi-
ana might be an opponent to help get the run
game back in sync and, after the Northwest-
ern game, the passing game too.

Tight End Watch

Cade Stover was as caught up in Ohio
State’s sputtering passing game as the
wide receivers, being targeted four times
and catching just two for 12 yards, the sec-
ond-highest production on the team behind
Marvin Harrison Jr's 51 yards.

As mentioned, it became obvious that the
high-flying passing attack — to the tight end
or otherwise — was not going to work in that
kind of weather, and the game got more down
and dirty.

That leaves me to point to tight end Mitch
Rossi. Is that guy having a great season or
what? By my calculation he had the key block
on Egbuka’s touchdown run in the second
quarter and on Williams’ second TD to round
out the scoring. | know Rossi doesn’t always
play out of the actual tight end spot anymore,
but he has been as consistent a contributor
as anyone, and I'm crediting any of his pro-
duction to the tight ends room.

Big Defensive Performances

The old linebacker, Pat Fitzgerald, tried
to limit J.T. Tuimoloau’s impact on the Ohio
State-Northwestern game after Tuimoloau’s
dominant performance against Penn State
the previous week. JTT was credited with
four tackles, including one for loss along with
a pass breakup vs. the Wildcats, but he did
not have an impact on the game the way he
had the week before.

He was definitely the toast of the town
after he carried the Buckeyes on his back
in the win over the Nittany Lions. He re-
corded six tackles, had two sacks, forced a
fumble, recovered a fumble, broke up a pass
and had two interceptions, including one he
returned for a touchdown. We tend to get
caught up in the moment, and people were
telling me it was the greatest defensive per-
formance they had ever seen, a performance
that might never be equaled. That covers a
lot of ground. There have been a lot of great
performances in the past and there will be
in the future, hopefully including ones from
Tuimoloau.

But I didn’t have to think back too far to
recall another dominant defensive perfor-
mance. We had just chronicled it on our elec-
tronic Reprint Thursday at BuckeyeSports.
com. We have been looking back 10 years to
Urban Meyer's first year at Ohio State, and
we reprinted stories covering OSU’s 35-23
victory at Penn State on Oct. 27, 2012.

Linebacker Ryan Shazier, who changed
his number from 10 to 48 that game to honor
a high school friend and teammate who had
recently passed away, led Ohio State with
seven tackles, a pair of sacks, a forced fumble
and an interception he returned for a touch-
down to help run the Buckeyes’ record to 9-0,
5-0 in the conference. Penn State fell to 5-3,
3-1. Sound familiar?

Another Ohio State performance that
came to mind was that of Chris Spielman
when Ohio State upset No. 1 lowa in the rain
in Ohio Stadium, 22-13, in 1985.

Spielman had 19 tackles, including one
for loss, two interceptions and a pass break-
up and generally wreaked havoc on the

Hawkeyes and star quarterback Chuck Long.
That win remains one of my all-time favor-
ite Buckeye games.

My Favorite Game

Iwas editing Mark Rea’s latest installment
of his look back at 100 years of Ohio Stadi-
um history, and he was recalling Ohio State’s
thrilling come-from-behind victory over Illi-
nois in 1984, a game in which Keith Byars
(my all-time favorite Buckeye) turned in a
record-setting performance. I'm not going to
go into detail about the game, in which the
Buckeyes had been down 24-0 but rallied for
a 45-38 win in Ohio Stadium, because Mark
does a good job of that in the story on pages
24-26. I will say that while the '85 Iowa game
was up there for me, the win over the Illini is
absolutely my all-time favorite.

In reading Mark’s recap, I actually got
goose bumps, especially when he told of
Byars telling the national TV audience,
“We're comin’ back!”

I must say that I had forgotten that the
game turned on an onside kick, which —when
it works — can be one of the most exciting
plays in football, though it usually fails and
is ho-hum.

Reading about that game got me to won-
dering why my favorite games tend to be from
decades ago, such as the wins over Illinois
and lowa. [ came up with a theory.

I was not born a Buckeye fan.

Growing up in Washington, D.C,, I was a
Redskins fan following the likes of Sonny Jur-
gensen and Bobby Mitchell, rather than Rex
Kern or Jack Tatum. College football wasn't
really on my radar.

I came to Columbus to go to school in
1976. It's very hard to live in Columbus and
not be aware of the Buckeyes, but the first
game that I actually recall seeing — on TV,
mind you — was the infamous 1978 Gator
Bowl. By 1979 I was working for the old
Buckeye Leaves, and by 1981 I was at Buck-
eye Sports Bulletin. Since that time I have
seen more than 500 Buckeye games, missing
a game for John Plank’s bachelor party and
another for my niece Helen's wedding.

What [ realize is that when I was watch-
ing those games against Illinois and lowa,
they were a big part of a very small set of
Buckeye games that I had actually experi-
enced, making them stand out even more
than a game might normally. By the time I
got to the 2002 national championship game
or the 2006 Michigan game or the 2014 win
over Alabama in the CFP playoffs — all favor-
ites of mine — these were just a few games in
a large catalog of big wins and disappointing
losses that I have ultimately accumulated.
Thus, they seemingly have had less impact
on me. I have better recollection of game
details and Buckeye players from 30 and 40
years ago than I seem to have from the 21st
century.

Does that make any sense?

Speaking of the Redskins, do any of you
recall that Vince Lombardi was their coach in
1969? The Redskins were 7-5-2 that season,
finishing second behind the rival Dallas Cow-
boys in the NFL Capitol Division (sounds like
Leaders and Legends). Other divisions were
the Century, Coastal and Central. The AFL,
with traditional East and West Divisions, was
still a separate league at the time, though a
merger had already been agreed upon and
Pete Rozelle was commissioner of both
leagues.

I remember a reporter asking Jurgensen
why he always referred to Lombardi as “Mr.”
Lombardi.

“I thought Mr. was his first name,” the Hall
of Fame quarterback replied.
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ONRADS

THE BUCKEYE STATE STORE.
FREE SHIPPING TUESDAYS AFTER OSU WIN
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ADULT FOOTBALL JERSEY BEAT INDIANA BUTTON HENLEY LONG SLEEVE LOUNGE PANTS
$65.95 $37.95 $37.95
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RED FULL ZIP JACKET FLEECE BUTTON UP JACKET WOMEN'S SNAP JACKET HOODED SNAP JACKET
$67.95 $67.95 $74.95

COLOSSEUM OFFICIALLY LICENSED JERSEYS IN STOCK NOW!
AVAILABLE IN ADULT, YOUTH, TODDLER, AND INFANT ONESIE

FOOTBALL SEASON HOME GAME POP-UP NEW LOCATION!!!
OVER 1,000 SQ FT OF BUCKEYE GEAR NOW OPEN!

RIVERWATCH TOWER - 364 W LANE AVE 71 W SCHROCK RD - WESTERVILLE. OH
FREE BEAT BUTTON EARCH GAME WESTERVILLE PLAZA- NEXT TO KROGER

ALWAYS OPEN AT oL
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