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INJURIES GALORE — Ohio State winger Justice Sueing (14), forward Seth Towns (31) and forward Kyle
Young (25) have all dealt with injuries this season, led by 14 missed games for Sueing and an entire
season of absences for Towns. The Buckeyes are hoping to have both back by the end of the season.

By PATRICK MAYHORN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

Ohio State has played just
about 16 minutes of full-strength
— or nearly full-strength, sans for-
ward Seth Towns — basketball in
the 2021-22 season. Projected
starting winger Justice Sueing
was on the court for 15:52 against
Niagara in Ohio State’s second
game of the season. He scored 10
points on 4-of-6 shooting, grabbed
four rebounds and a steal, and
promptly disappeared from Ohio
State’s list of available players for
more than two months after ag-
gravating a nagging lower-body
injury.

Sueing has played in only two
games for the Buckeyes this sea-
son, struggling to a 1-of-7 shoot-
ing night against Akron in game
one and bouncing back in that
second game before Ohio State
was forced to shut him down.
Even though he played in the sea-
son opener, veteran forward Kyle
Young didn't, leaving Ohio State
with only those 16 minutes to rely
on when projecting a potential
ceiling for this edition of Chris
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Holtmann’s program.

Now, more than two months later, Ohio State is set to en-
ter the toughest stretch of its season, drawing road trips to
play top-half of the league squads in Purdue (Jan. 30), Rut-
gers (Feb. 9) and Illinois (Feb. 24) and home bouts against
Indiana (Feb. 19) and Michigan State (Mar. 3).

And that’s to say nothing of the other half of the league —
which ranks either first or second nationally in just about ev-
ery conference power ranking — with battles in always tricky
environments at Minnesota (Jan. 27), Michigan (Feb. 12) and
Maryland (Feb. 27), as well as home games against that trio
and Iowa (which touts a top-10 scoring offense).

That’s 12 more games between the Buckeyes and post-
season play — not including a potential makeup with Nebras-
ka — without a single surefire win. The closest thing to that
Ohio State could expect in league play left the schedule on
Jan. 20, when Nebraska announced that the Jan. 22 matchup
between the two in Columbus would need to be postponed
because of COVID issues within the Cornhusker program.
And even Nebraska, with its 6-13 record (0-8 in the Big Ten)
took Ohio State to overtime Jan. 2 and played Illinois, Indiana
and Michigan State competitively well into the second half of
each game.

KenPom lists Nebraska as its No. 150 team, easily the
worst in the league. Every other team checks in within the
top 100, and seven of them within the top 30. The next best
league in that category — the SEC — boasts five top-30 teams.

That's why when the Buckeyes win sloppy, as they did on
Jan. 16 against Penn State or Jan. 9 against Northwestern,
they try to appreciate it all the same.

Frye Expected to
Bring Variety To
Bucks’ Run Game

By PATRICK MAYHORN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

When Chip Kelly returned to college football in 2018,
he did so as a changed man. After three seasons as the
head coach of the Philadelphia Eagles, one ill-fated sea-
son in the same role with the San Francisco 49ers and
a gap year in 2017, Kelly was ready to return to the side-
lines, accepting the head coaching position at UCLA.

Los Angeles wasn't quite his old stomping grounds
with Oregon, which had since moved on to a new coach
and style, but Kelly wasn’t quite the same coach. The NFL
had shifted the way that one of the game’s most innovative
minds called and designed his offense. He hired Justin
Frye, with whom he had never worked, to coordinate his
offense.

On Jan. 11, Ryan Day nabbed Frye from UCLA to
coach Ohio State’s offensive line, potentially in hopes that
he can do with Ohio State what he did with Kelly’s offense.
However, to understand what Frye brings to Columbus, it
is important to first understand what he did under Kelly.

With the Ducks, where Kelly cut his teeth for two sea-
sons as an offensive coordinator (2007-08) and four as
the head coach (2009-12), the name of the game was sim-
plicity and speed, and Oregon did it better than anyone
else. Kelly designed the “blur” offense, aptly named for its
focus on killing defenses with more speed than any other
offense in the sport.

Kelly’s Ducks didn’t huddle — they didn’t stop for much
of anything really — and rarely dialed up plays outside of
their core ideology. Kelly leaned heavily on zone running
with occasional counters and draws, pulling strength
from Oregon’s ability to execute just a few core concepts
well enough that no defense could stop it, especially with
the option influence that so often required just one or two
reads to make defenses look silly regardless of their pre-
paredness.

He pulled that directly from the option offenses of old,
where the theory has always been — and remains, with
the schools that still run the option — quality over quan-
tity, and execution over scheme diversity. In 2018, Kelly
even said that in an ideal world, his teams would run the
wishbone.

“I would love to run the wishbone,” Kelly said. “I would
love to run the ball every play and never have to throw the
football.”

And like those option programs of past and present,
Kelly stuck to it at Oregon. The Ducks would work a few
more looks in for more experienced signal callers, but the
core four concepts remained the same.

“This offense fits for us,” Kelly said after the 2008 sea-
son. “This past season, we finished second in the country
in rushing the football. We average 6.2 yards per carry. We
have four running plays. We run the inside zone, outside
zone, counter and draw.

Continued On Page 8

Continued On Page 10



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Penalties Still A Problem

For several years, with some ex-
ceptions, OSU commits more pen-
alties than its opponents. The last
three years provide an example:
2019: 81 vs. 76; 2020: 49 vs. 45;
2021: 85 vs. 57. Last year proves
no improvement has been made.

The most glaring statistic was
the Michigan game. 10 vs. 2. CJ.
Stroud threw for 394 yards. How
much could he have accomplished
if it weren'’t for drives halted by stu-
pid penalties? We'll never know. |
see this dreadful penalty record as
one of three possibilities:

1. The coaches aren’t aware of
the problem.

2. The coaches are aware of the
problem but don’t consider it a high
priority or

3. They are incapable of teach-
ing them to play good, hard, smart

THE ROAD

football without the consistent high
number of penalties.

On defense, Jim Knowles is a
welcome addition. In 2019, OSU
was first in the country in total de-
fense. In the last two years, OSU
was 59th each year. Good luck, Mr.
Knowles, help is needed.

Jim Chesney

Bluffton, S.C.

If you would like to express an
opinion concerning Ohio State Uni-
versity sports, please send your let-
ter to BSB Letters, FO. Box 12453,
Columbus, OH 43212, or email it
to bsb@buckeyesports.com. Let-
ters must be signed and include the
writer's hometown and a daytime
telephone number for verification.
Publication priority will be given to
those letters that are brief, and we
reserve the right to edit letters for
publication.
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From The Message Board

Ohio State sports provide plenty of memories
throughout a calendar year. From beating Clemson in
the CFP semifinal to C.J. Stroud'’s ascension, Buckeye
Sports Bulletin asked the readers of BuckeyeSports.
com and staff members what moment of 2021 was
their favorite and why it is significant to them.
Here are some responses:

"I can’t believe this is even a
guestion. It has to be the win over
Clemson. Nothing else comes close in
that time frame.

“What made the Clemson game
special for me? A bunch of things: | saw
on TV the Gator Bowl when Woody
Hayes got fired; | sat in the Orange
Bowl when Clemson gave Ohio State
its first loss in history when scoring 35
(and Braxton Miller played the second
half with a severely injured shoulder);
| saw on TV the playoff loss 31-0. The
ridiculous fact that Ohio State had
never beaten Clemson. Dabo has often
seemed arrogant and insincere.”

- Terrier Buck

“I'm going to go with a particular
one: talking to Ty Tucker for the
annual interview issue. It's been a very
special couple of years for him with
the completion of the Ty Tucker Tennis
Facility, and talking to him about that
and the program he has built as a
whole was a delight. He was one of my
favorite coaches on campus and offered
up a detail that still sticks with me.

“Despite all his accomplishments,
he refuses to say the official name of
the facility. He just calls it ‘the tennis
facilities’ because he's still not yet
comfortable with it being named after
him.”

- Patrick Mayhorn, BSB

“Has to be the Clemson game for
me! Nothing else came close. It was
the revenge factor largely. | have always
felt that the Buckeyes were handed a
raw deal the year before, and that bad
taste needed to be removed. Justin
Fields' personal courage in coming back
on the field and playing in pain was
inspirational. | did not really expect to
beat Alabama last year, so the Clemson
game had outsized importance.”

- Michael Bauer

“I'll think somewhat outside the
box here and go with C.J. Stroud’s
rise throughout the season. He took

a lot of criticism early in the season

— deservedly so, in some cases — but
responded with a Heisman-worthy
season passing the ball. He was
instrumental in Ohio State's comeback
win over Utah, capping off one of

the best quarterbacked seasons in
team history. It may have been that
one-week break against Akron, but

it evidently did the trick as he looked
like a new and improved quarterback
after getting some rest for his shoulder
injury, and he was dynamic once he
was back on the field for the rest of the
season.

“Mentally, | thought it was really
impressive how he was able to
overcome some of the stuff thrown at
him. | don't remember the last time |
heard such a loud chorus for an Ohio
State quarterback to get benched, but
he soldiered on through and came out
like diamonds on the other side. All
that being said, | think he still has room
to grow next year, but I'd go ahead and
book his hotel in New York.”

— Braden Moles, BSB

“I think I'll go Patrick’s route and
talk about something personal for me.
Working at Buckeye Sports Bulletin
for the past seven months has been a
fantastic experience and has entirely
changed how | view Ohio State sports. |
sat with Patrick at the Minnesota game
on Sept. 2, and it felt like | officially
started my professional journalism
career.

“It was an entertaining football
season — the Oregon loss, the Michigan
State win, the Michigan loss and the
Rose Bowl win. | also enjoyed covering
Olympic sports this year, covering
men’s and women'’s golf, women's
lacrosse, women's volleyball, etc. Those
athletes and coaches are the best, and
I love telling their stories. | am looking
forward to another year of covering
Ohio State sports for you all. Keep
coming to BSB for all your Buckeye
news!”

- Chase Brown, BSB

2 « BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Jan. 29, 2022

BuckeyeSports.com



11 T

Vol. 41, No. 15
Jan. 29, 2022
www.BuckeyeSports.com

690,

December) by:

P.O. Box 12453
(614) 486-2202

Periodical

rates: $99.95/year.

class

Columbus, Ohio 43212

postage
Columbus, Ohio, and additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
es to: Buckeye Sports Bulletin, P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212. Subscription

bsb@buckeyesports.com

Buckeye Sports Bulletin (USPS 705-
ISSN 0883-6833.) is published 24
times a year (weekly September through
November, biweekly mid-March through
May and January through early March
and monthly June through August and

Columbus Sports Publications
1350 W. Fifth Ave., Suite 30

paid at

PUBLISHER
Frank Moskowitz

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER
Becky Roberts

MANAGING EDITOR EMERITUS
Mark Rea

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Patrick Mayhorn

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER EMERITUS
Karen Wachsman 1944-1999

Sonny Brockway
Kevin Dye

PHOTOGRAPHY

Terry Gilliam
Josh Winslow

David Breithaupt
Chase Brown

Bill Conley
Wyatt Crosher
Joe Dempsey
Rich Exner

Craig Merz

CONTRIBUTORS

Braden Moles
Bob Roehm
Mark Schmetzer
Steve Siegfried
Jeff Svoboda
Mike Wachsman
Ryan Rios

Jan Jager

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES

Ron Friedman

2021-22 PUBLICATION SCHEDULE (VOL. 41)

No. 1 Sept. 11
No. 2 Sept. 18
No. 3 Sept. 25
No. 4 Oct. 2
No. 5 Oct. 9
No. 6 Oct. 23
No. 7 Oct. 30
No. 8 Nov. 6
No. 9 Nov. 13
No. 10 Nov. 20
No. 11  Nowv. 27
No. 12 Dec. 4

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Dec. 18
Jan. 15
Jan. 29
Feb. 12
March 5
March 19
April 2
April 16
May
June
July
August

The next issue (Feb 12 cover date) will
be mailed on Feb 8.

University.

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is a privately
owned newspaper and is not affiliated
directly or indirectly with The Ohio State

QOOSters

F OUNDAT JION®

AFUN, CAsUaL FOUNDATION

Looking Back With Fond Remembrance

In the last issue of BSB, we revisited mem-
bers of the Ohio State athletic family who
passed away in 2021. In that spirit of remem-
brance, here are some others from the world
of college sports who crossed paths with the
Buckeyes and who also passed last year.

Jon Arnett was a first-team All-American at
running back as a senior in 1956 at USC, and
the Los Angeles Rams made him the second
overall pick in the 1957 NFL draft. Two years
before that, Arnett rushed for 123 yards on just
nine carries during his team’s 20-7 loss to Ohio
State in the Rose Bowl, a victory that punctu-
ated the 1954 national championship for the
Buckeyes.

Arnett, who earned five Pro Bowl nomina-
tions during his 10 seasons in the NFL and was
elected to the College Football Hall of Fame in
2001, died Jan. 16 from heart failure. He was
85.

Other opponents were more successful
against Ohio State in Pasadena, and top-
ping the list was Sam “Bam” Cunningham,
who rushed for only 38 yards but scored four
touchdowns against the Buckeyes as USC ran
away with a 42-17 win in the 1973 Rose Bowl.
Cunningham, the older brother of former NFL
quarterback Randall Cunningham, later had
a nine-year pro career with the New England
Patriots.

Cunningham, who was elected to the Rose
Bowl Hall of Fame in 1992 and the College
Football Hall of Fame in 2010, died Sept. 7 at
the age of 71.

Terry Donahue was one of the up-and-com-
ers in college coaching when at the age of 32 he
was in charge of the offensive line on the UCLA
team that scored a 23-10 upset victory against
Ohio State in the 1976 Rose Bowl. What made
the upset all the more excruciating for the
Buckeyes was that they had handed the Bruins
a41-20 loss during the 1975 regular season.

The following season, Donahue was named
head coach at UCLA, and over the next 20
seasons he compiled a 151-74-8 record that
included five Pac-10 championships and eight
consecutive bowl wins at one juncture. He was
also 1-1-1 against the Buckeyes — a 17-0 win in
Columbus in 1980, a 17-13 home loss in 1979
and a 10-10 tie in the Horseshoe in 1976.

Donahue died July 4 at his home in Newport
Beach, Calif,, following a two-year fight with
cancer. He was 77.

Other coaches who did battle with Ohio
State over the years included the legendary
Bobby Bowden, who counted three victories
against the Buckeyes among his 389 career
wins. Bowden took his Florida State team
into Columbus in back-to-back years and went
home with a 36-27 win in 1981 and a 34-17 vic-
tory in 1982.

Nearly two decades later, Bowden was still
at the helm when the Seminoles dismantled the
Buckeyes during a 31-14 win in the 1998 Sugar
Bowl. Bowden, who continued to coach at Flor-
ida State through the 2009 season, succumbed
to pancreatic cancer Aug. 8 at the age of 91.

Howard Schnellenberger derives most of his
coaching fame from the five seasons he spent
at the University of Miami during which he led
the Hurricanes to the 1983 national champion-
ship. But the flamboyant head coach spent more
time as head coach at Louisville than he did
almost anywhere else during his 40-plus years
patrolling college and NFL sidelines.

Schnellenberger and his Louisville teams
threw big-time scares into Ohio State in suc-
cessive years, dropping a 23-15 decision in Co-
lumbus in 1991 and coming back the following
year to come within a whisker of a major upset
before losing a 20-19 heartbreaker. Schnellen-
berger, who first made a name for himself when

he successfully recruited Joe Namath to play for
Alabama in 1961, died March 27 at the age of
87.

EDITOR’S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

Jim Fassel had a seven-year run as head
coach of the New York Giants, earning NFL
Coach of the Year honors in 1997 and lead-
ing his team to Super Bowl XXXV following
the 2000 season. Before Fassel got to the pro
ranks, though, he spent five seasons as head
coach at the University of Utah, where, in 1986,
his Utes suffered a 64-6 blowout loss to Ohio
State. The Buckeyes rolled up 715 total yards
in the game, at that time the second-highest
total in program history behind 718 against
Mount Union in 1930.

Fassel was the very definition of a coaching
vagabond, making 13 different stops during a
39-year career in junior college, college, the
NFL, USFL and UFL. He was 71 when he died
June 7 of a heart attack.

Leon Burtnett crossed paths 10 times with
the Buckeyes during his 48-year coaching ca-
reer without much success. He was 1-4 against
OSU as head coach at Purdue from 1982-86,
but that lone victory was a big one. The Boil-
ermakers engineered a 2823 upset of sec-
ond-ranked Ohio State in West Lafayette, a win
that helped Burtnett win 1984 Big Ten Coach
of the Year honors.

In addition to his record as a head coach
against the Buckeyes, he was linebackers
coach at Michigan State when Ohio State
handed the Spartans a 49-21 loss in the 1976
season opener, 1-2 as defensive coordinator for
the Boilermakers from 1977-81, and defensive
coordinator at Fresno State when the Buck-
eyes won a 34-10 decision against the Bulldogs
at the 1994 Pigskin Classic in Anaheim, Calif.
Burtnett died June 1, just two days after his
78th birthday.

When former lowa head coach Jerry Burns
died May 12 at the age of 94, he held the dis-
tinction of being the oldest living Big Ten coach
to have claimed a victory against Ohio State, a
28-14 win at Kinnick Stadium during the 1962
season. It was the only win Burns enjoyed vs.
the Buckeyes during his five seasons as head
coach of the Hawkeyes, losing his other four
outings by a combined score of 95-35.

Burns' record of 1-4 against Ohio State as a
head coach came after going 3-4 as an assistant
on Forest Evashevski’s staff at lowa from 1954-
60 and 1-3 as a quarterback at Michigan from
1947-50. After leaving lowa following the 1965
season, Burns was a successful NFL assistant,
helping the Green Bay Packers to victories in
Super Bowls I and II and serving as offensive
coordinator for the Minnesota Vikings when
they made four trips to the Super Bowl be-
tween 1969 and 1976.

Leroy Keyes was a two-time consensus
All-America running back at Purdue, but Ohio
State always seemed to have his number. De-
spite a 41-6 blowout win by the Boilermakers
in 1967, Keyes was held to just 39 yards on six
carries. The following season when the Buck-
eyes got their revenge with a 13-0 shutout win,
the OSU defense limited Keyes to only 19 yards
on seven carries.

Keyes went on to become the third overall
pick in the 1969 NFL draft and was one of the
league’s last two-way players when he manned
a running back and safety position for the Phil-

adelphia Eagles. He was 74 when he died April
15 in West Lafayette due to complications from
congestive heart disease and cancer.

Not long after Keyes left Purdue, the Boil-
ermakers welcomed Otis Armstrong, who
earned All-America honors while becoming
the school’s all-time leading rusher. Armstrong
faced Ohio State only once during his college
career, rushing for 98 yards during his team’s
narrow 10-7 loss at Ross-Ade Stadium in 1970.

Armstrong went on to an All-Pro career
with the Denver Broncos that included leading
the NFL in rushing in 1974. A 2012 inductee
into the College Football Hall of Fame, Arm-
strong died Oct. 13 at the age of 70.

Mike Davis was an All-America safety at
Colorado and was a member of Bill Mallory’s
Buffaloes squad that took on Ohio State in the
1977 Orange Bowl. Davis didn't get much of a
chance to show off his coverage skills — OSU
attempted only seven passes in the game — but
he was credited with seven tackles during the
27-10 win by the Buckeyes, the final bowl victo-
ry in the coaching career of Woody Hayes.

Davis went on to a decade-long career in the
NFL, mostly with the Raiders, punctuated by
his interception near the end of the 1980 AFC
playoff game against the Cleveland Browns that
preserved a 14-12 win for the Raiders and sent
them to Super Bowl XV. Davis was 65 when he
died April 25.

Before he became a pioneer in sports broad-
casting, Irv Cross was a wide receiver, running
back and defensive back for Ara Parseghian at
Northwestern from 1958-60. His only brush
with Ohio State was as a backup receiver for
the Wildcats in 1958 when they scored a 21-0
upset of the Buckeyes in Evanston.

Cross went on to a nine-year NFL career,
mostly with the Eagles, before becoming the
first African-American sports analyst on nation-
al television. From 1975 through 1989, he was
co-host of the “The NFL Today” pregame show
on CBS, and in 2009 he was awarded the Pete
Rozelle Radio-Television Award given annually
by the Pro Football Hall of Fame for exception-
al contributions to professional football broad-
casts. Cross was the first African-American to
win the award.

Cross, who also served as director of ath-
letics at the University of Idaho (1996-98) and
Macalester College in Minnesota (1999-2005),
was diagnosed with a mild form of dementia in
2018 and suspected the condition was caused
by concussions he had sustained during his
playing career. He arranged to have his brain
donated to the Boston University CTE Center
after his death. Under hospice care, Cross died
Feb. 28 at the age of 81.

One Final Passing

Although former pro wrestler Paul Orn-
dorff never played against Ohio State during
his college football career, he played for Earle
Bruce when Bruce was head coach at the Uni-
versity of Tampa in 1972. Orndorff had been a
fullback during his first three seasons with the
Spartans but was moved by Bruce to tight end
and helped the team to a 10-2 finish and Tan-
gerine Bowl victory against Kent State, a team
coached by Ohio native and future Washington
head coach Don James.

Orndorff gave up football after a brief NFL
career and began a successful career with most
of the major pro wrestling circuits, namely the
WCW and WWF (now WWE). Nicknamed “Mr.
Wonderful” by fellow wrestler “Rowdy” Roddy
Piper, Orndorff retired from active wrestling in
2000 and became a trainer.

Orndorff died July 12 at the age of 71 due
to dementia likely caused by chronic traumatic
encephalopathy.
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Ohio State Hires
Walton, Eliano

Cincinnati cornerbacks coach Perry
Eliano is headed to Columbus to serve
as safeties coach. Eliano spent two sea-
sons with Luke Fickell at Cincinnati and
produced a pair of award-winning cor-
nerbacks in Ahmad “Sauce” Gardner and
Coby Bryant, both of whom are former
three stars who developed largely under
Eliano’s guidance. The former has been
projected as one of the first cornerbacks
to come off the board in the upcoming
NFL draft after a career that had him play
three years without surrendering a touch-
down. The latter claimed the Jim Thorpe
award this season, given to the nation’s
best defensive back.

A Texas native who played defensive
back at Stephen F. Austin from 1996-99,
Eliano began his career as a graduate
assistant at his alma mater before jump-
ing to a full-time role at Central Arkan-
sas from 2003-04. He left for a season to
coach safeties at Sam Houston State be-

fore returning to Central Arkansas from
2006-10. He made his leap up to the FBS
level with UTSA, joining the program in
its first season of existence in 2011 to
work as a special teams coordinator and
safeties coach under Larry Coker, and he
remained there until 2015.

He bounced to Bowling Green in 2016-
17 to work under Mike Jinks in his first
defensive coordinator role but returned
to the Southwest in 2018 after Jinks was
fired, taking over as the special teams co-
ordinator and cornerbacks coach at New
Mexico under Bob Davie for two seasons
before Fickell plucked him for his current
role.

He helped to direct one of the nation’s
best passing defenses this season, with
the Bearcats finishing No. 1 in the country
in pass efficiency defense (103.4), No. 2
in passing yards allowed (169.2), No. 3 in
interceptions (19) and No. 4 in opponent
completion percentage (54.0).

Shortly after the hiring of Eliano the
Buckeyes announced the hiring of Tim
Walton to work in tandem with Eliano as
cornerbacks coach.

A former defensive back with the Buck-
eyes, Walton suited up for Ohio State ear-
ly in the John Cooper era and served as a
co-captain on the 1993 team, which went
10-1-1 and won a share of the Big Ten.
His playing career ended after his time
at Ohio State. He joined Bowling Green'’s
staff first as a graduate assistant in 1995
and eventually as a full-time staffer from
1996-99, working under former Buckeye
assistant Gary Blackney, who helped re-
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cruit Walton to Columbus.

He departed in 2000 to serve for two
seasons on Tommy West’s staff at Mem-
phis, first under West the defensive coor-
dinator as a defensive backs coach and
then under West the head coach in 2001.
He spent the 2002 season at Syracuse in
the same role, coached Nick Saban’s de-
fensive backs at LSU in its 2003 nation-
al title season and then jumped to Miami
under another former Buckeye assistant
in Larry Coker from 2004-07. He jumped
up to defensive coordinator briefly in
2007 before departing for the same role
at Memphis in 2008.

That was his final stint in college foot-
ball, at least until now. He joined the De-
troit Lions as the defensive backs coach in
2009 and remained until 2012; spent one
season with the Los Angeles Rams as de-
fensive coordinator in 2013; took a season
off; and returned to football in 2015 with
the New York Giants, back in the defen-
sive backs room, where he would remain
until 2017.

He again sat out the 2018 season,
jumping back into coaching in 2019 as
the cornerbacks coach for the Jacksonville
Jaguars, where he remained until this off-
season — working under both Doug Mar-
rone and former Ohio State coach Urban
Meyer.

Coombs And Washington
Find New Homes

Meanwhile, former Ohio State defen-
sive coordinator Kerry Coombs and line-
backers coach Al Washington will wear
different colors in 2022.

Coombs will join Fickell’s staff at Cin-
cinnati as the cornerbacks coach and spe-
cial teams coordinator, while Washington
will be Notre Dame’s defensive line coach
under former Buckeye Marcus Freeman.

Coombs and Ohio State parted ways
after this past season following a tumultu-
ous run as defensive coordinator. He was
demoted in-season as Matt Barnes took
over play-calling.

Coombs returns to the Cincinnati area,
where he coached high school football.
His first collegiate job was with the Bear-
cats, where he operated as the defensive
backs coach and associate head coach
from 2007-11.

He then joined Ohio State from 2012-
17 and, following a two-year stint with the
Tennessee Titans, returned to the Buck-
eyes for three seasons.

Washington and Freeman worked to-
gether at Cincinnati in 2017 when Free-
man was in his first season as defensive
coordinator/linebackers coach and Wash-

ington coached the defensive line for one
year.

Washington got his first assistant
coaching job at Boston College in 2012.
He remained for five seasons before stop-
ping at Cincinnati and Michigan, eventual-
ly ending up at Ohio State for three years.

Alford Promoted To
Run Game Coordinator

Ohio State running backs coach Tony
Alford, who is set to enter his eighth sea-
son in Columbus, is getting a promotion.
Alford is now Ohio State’s run game co-
ordinator on top of his responsibilities as
running backs coach and as the assistant
head coach for offense.

“Tony has continually mentored and
produced tough, reliable and productive
running backs for the Buckeyes,” head
coach Ryan Day said. “He has a terrif-
ic understanding of how to get his stu-
dent-athletes to perform at a high rate of
competitiveness, and I'm really pleased to
promote him to run game coordinator.”

A former player at Colorado State un-
der Earle Bruce and assistant at Notre
Dame under Brian Kelly, Alford surprised
some by staying put at Ohio State this
offseason despite an opening in the head
coaching spot at his alma mater and in-
terest from his former boss to join him at
LSU.

Alford’s promotion was one of several
changes on the offensive side of the ball.

Wide receivers coach Brian Hartline
was promoted to passing game coordina-
tor in early January, and UCLA offensive
coordinator and offensive line coach Jus-
tin Frye joined the Ohio State staff as its
offensive line coach and associate head
coach for offense, which is different from
the assistant head coach for offense. Tight
ends coach Kevin Wilson remains in his
role as offensive coordinator, while Day
retains play-calling duties.

Alford has produced six 1,000-yard
rushers during his time at Ohio State,
including Ezekiel Elliott (2015), Mike We-
ber (2016), J.K. Dobbins (2017, 2018 and
2019) and TreVeyon Henderson (2021).
The shortened 2020 season is his only
year without a 1,000-yard rusher.

New OSU
Assistants Sign Deals

Salary figures for Ohio State’s three
most recent assistant coaching hires have
been made public.

Ohio State’s new offensive line coach
Frye leads the trio and is set to make

Continued On Page 6
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’  INSDER
Trading Places

Ohio State saw plenty of coaching movement this offseason, and it all can be a little difficult to keep track of. The
BSB coaching tracker has collected every move in one place, with new hires and their brief backgrounds, the new
landing spots for those who have departed from the staff, and the projected final staff makeup for the Buckeyes

entering the 2022 season.

Perry
Eliano

Safeties

Former team:
Cincinnati

A Texas native who played corner-
back at Stephen F. Austin from 1996-
99, Eliano comes to Ohio State after
two seasons as Luke Fickell’s corner-
backs coach at Cincinnati. He produced
Thorpe award winner Coby Bryant,
projected first-round pick Ahmad
Gardner and the nation’s No. 1 defense
in pass-efficiency defense in 2021.

Justin
Frye

Offensive
Line

Former team:
UCLA

Frye, who set the record for consec-
utive starts by an offensive lineman
(45) at Indiana from 2002-06, reunites
with Ohio State head coach Ryan Day
after working with him at Temple and
Boston College. He worked with UCLA
head coach Chip Kelly to produce a
top-15 rushing attack in 2020 and
2021.

Jim
Knowles

Defensive
Coordinator

Former team:

Oklahoma State
e

The gem of the offseason, Knowles
was a finalist for the Broyles Award
(given to the best assistant coach) in
2021 for his transformation of the
Oklahoma State defense into one of
the nation’s best groups. He played
defensive end at Cornell from 1983-86
and spent the first eight years of his
coaching career with the Big Red.

Tim
Walton
Cornerbacks

Former team:

Jacksonville
Jaguars

oy

The second former Buckeye player on Ohio
State’s staff, joining wide receivers coach
Brian Hartline, Walton played cornerback in
Columbus from 1990-93. He comes to Ohio
State by way of the Jacksonville Jaguars,
where he worked as cornerbacks coach from
2019-2021. The move marks his first foray into
the college game since 2008, when he served
as Memphis’ defensive coordinator before
jumping to the Detroit Lions in 2009.

SAYING GOODBYE

Matt
Barnes

Secondary

New team:
Memphis

Barnes was hired to coach Ohio State’s
safeties and special teams in 2019 and
served in that role for two seasons before
being promoted to secondary coach for
the 2021 season. After a week-two loss to
Oregon, he took over defensive play-calling
duties for Kerry Coombs. He’s replacing
Mike Macintyre on Ryan Silverfield’s staff at
Memphis, which went 6-6 in 2021.

Kerry
Coombs

Defensive
Coordinator

New team:
Cincinnati

Coombs had two stints with the
Buckeyes, separated by two years
with the Tennessee Titans in 2018-19.
He worked originally as Urban Meyer's
cornerbacks coach from 2012-17 and
returned under Ryan Day as defensive
coordinator in 2020-21. He's taking
over for Perry Eliano with Cincinnati,
his hometown.

Greg

Strudrawa

Offensive
Line

New team: N/A

One of the holdovers from the
Urban Meyer era on Day'’s staff enter-
ing 2021, Studrawa came to Ohio
State by way of Maryland in 2016. A
September back surgery has put into
question his future job prospects, as
Studrawa is considered a candidate
for retirement or a move into an off-
field role elsewhere.

Al

Washington
Linebackers

New team:
Notre Dame

Washington is another piece of Ryan Day’s
initial hiring wave in 2019, and his father,
Al Sr., played for the Buckeyes from 1977-
80 and inspired the younger Washington
to return home, jumping from Michigan’s
staff for the same role of linebackers coach
at Ohio State. He's slated to join former
Buckeye linebacker Marcus Freeman'’s first
staff at Notre Dame as defensive line coach.

2022-23 Ohio State Staff

Corey Dennis
Tony Alford
Brian Hartline
Justin Frye
Larry Johnson
Tim Walton
Perry Eliano
Parker Fleming

Quarterbacks
Running backs
Wide receivers
Offensive line
Defensive line
Cornerbacks
Safeties

Special Teams Coordinator

Name Title Year At Ohio State
Ryan Day Head Coach 6th Year (4th as head coach)
Kevin Wilson Offensive Coordinator, Tight ends 6th Year
Jim Knowles Defensive Coordinator, Linebackers 1st Year

7th Year (3rd as QB coach)

8th Year

6th Year (5th as WR coach)

1st Year
9th Year
1st Year
1st Year

5th Year (2nd as STC)
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Continued From Page 4

$800,000 next season — a $100,000 in-
crease from former offensive line coach
Greg Studrawa’s salary in 2021 and Frye’s
salary with UCLA. His contract is for two
years, with the same ample performance
bonuses that Ohio State usually attaches
to contracts: Big Ten East title (8.5 per-
cent of base salary), Big Ten champion-
ship (4.25 percent), New Year’s Six berths
(17 percent), non-CFP bowl game with
at least nine wins (4.25 percent), College
Football Playoff semifinal berth (21.25
percent) and national championship berth
(25.5 percent).

Walton and Eliano will receive the ex-
act same bonus figures, with Walton mak-
ing a base salary of $700,000 and Eliano
at $450,000. The latter is double what
Eliano was making last season at Cincin-
nati, though it decreases the $600,000
that Barnes made for a similar role last
season. Walton’s salary with the Jackson-
ville Jaguars is not public information.
Both contracts extend through Jan. 31,
2024.

Ohio State has yet to release salaries
for returning staffers. However, several
coaches will likely see pay raises in con-
junction with title changes — namely Al-
ford and Hartline.

The four new coaches counting defen-
sive coordinator Jim Knowles are set to
make slightly more than their predeces-
sors. Eliano, Frye, Knowles and Walton
will make $3.85 million in 2022, while
Barnes, Coombs, Studrawa and Washing-

Become A Buckeye Sports Bulletin VIP

Now is the time for loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers to
show their support through our VIP subscription program.

As most of you know, the newspaper business is challenging
in the best of times and is especially so these days. BSB is now
facing more challenges with recent events that have tested the
economy.

“We want to thank the many BSB readers who have stepped
up and shown their support for Buckeye Sports Bulletin through
the VIP program,’ BSB publisher Frank Moskowitz said. "It is a
true vote of confidence in what we are doing now and what we
have done the previous 40 years.’

A VIP subscription can easily pay for itself each year with
special VIP discounts.

VIP subscribers enjoy a 20-percent discount at Conrads
College Gifts at Easton. VIP subscribers also enjoy a 5-percent
discount on any Ohio State football trip booked through Reyn-
olds Travel. And VIP subscribers receive a certificate good for
$10 off at Roosters restaurants, the “Fun, Casual Joint," as well
as either a gift card good for $10 off your next food purchase at
Rusty Bucket, the popular neighborhood hangout, or any Cam-
eron Mitchell Restaurant, based on availability at the time of
upgrade.

With the $50 Brutus VIP upgrade, Buckeye Sports Bulletin
subscribers will have their names and cities listed in two differ-
ent issues annually as supporters of BSB.

Those who add $100 to their subscriptions will have their
names and cities listed in all 24 issues each year as BSB Scarlet
patrons. Those who donate $125 or more will be designated as
Elite patrons in each issue.

To upgrade your existing subscription to VIP status, with all
the benefits that come with that designation, go to Buckeye-
Sports.com/vip-memberships to pay by credit card, or call us at
(614) 486-2202 during regular business hours. If readers have
questions about this program, they can call the same number.

The following are our Elite Wachsman, Elite and Scarlet VIP
subscribers. Brutus level VIPs will have their names listed at a
later date.

Elite Wachsman Donor (in honor of late BSB assistant
publisher Karen Wachsman): Roosters Restaurants Founda-
tion.

Elite Donors: Marshall Beck, Sarasota, Fla.; B2, Reston, Va.,;
Phillip Blue, Prior Lake, Minn,; Fredrick Bradshaw, Columbus;
In memory of Norwin Brovitz, Oakmont, Pa, Brian Bucher,
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla,; Iris Cremean, Walbridge, Ohio; Rich-
ard Dunkelberger, Groveport, Ohio; Thomas E. Farish, Port St.
Lucie, Fla; Fred Fingerhut, Phoenix; Sander Flaum, New York;
Chalk Fry DDS, Sarasota, Fla.; Laura Granich, Columbus; Paul
E. Hackett, The Villages, Fla,; James Hamilton, Murrysville, Pa.;
Mike Heimann, Ashland, Ohio; Curtis High, Beavercreek, Ohio;
Freddie and Joe Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Carl R. Jeffery DDS,
Van Wert, Ohio; Bill Judy, Dublin, Ohio; Frank Klaus, Pepper
Pike, Ohio; Fred Krisch, Cleveland; Paul Lappert, Columbus;
Larry Larson, Ladera Ranch, Calif; Dan Laville, Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.; Alan Lord, Reynoldsburg, Ohio; Dr. Jonathan Lucas,
Portsmouth, Ohio; Allen McMillin Jr, Logan, Ohio; Mike from
Marietta, Ga.; Col. George R. Nelson, New Albany, Ohio; OSU-
65Bob, Mishawaka, Ind.: Jim Reichler, Crestone, Colo.; The Rus-
sell Group United, Columbus; Charlie Shaffer, Edison, Ohio; Bill
Short, Sparta, Ohio; Mark Skinner, Columbus; James Thomas,
The Villages, Fla,; Chuck Underwood, Miamisburg, Ohio; Dan
van Blaricom, Dublin, Ohio; Beth Wachsman, Columbus; Elliott
S. Wettstein, Waverly, Ohio; J.D. Wientjes, Peoria, Ill; David J.
Young, Supply, N.C.; Anonymous, Council Bluffs, lowa; Anony-
mous, Girard, Ohio; Anonymous, Lancaster, Ohio; Anonymous,
Lewisburg, WVa.

Scarlet VIPS: Anthony Ananthanarayanan, Rochester,
Mich.; Greg Brooks, Gahanna, Ohio; Marty Brumbaugh, Troy,
Ohio; Dennis Dahm, Sandusky, Ohio; Tom Goila, Cincinna-
ti; Doug Harris, Lima, Ohio; Ed Helal, Ashland, Ohio; Phil He-
lal, Strongsville, Ohio; Joseph Huber, Walpole, Mass.; Alan
Lord, Reynoldsburg, Ohio; Lawrence Romanoff, Powell, Ohio;
Jim Shaw, Lake Forest, Calif; William Torok, Girard, Ohio; J.D.
Wientjes, Peoria, lll.; Anonymous, Dallas; Anonymous, Norwalk.

ton combined for $3.3 million a season
ago.

Harrison, Jones, Rossi,
Ruggles Returning In 2022

Ohio State has a starting defensive
end, its right tackle and a fullback/tight
end returning, as well as its kicker. Junior
end Zach Harrison and junior right tackle
Dawand Jones will be returning to Colum-
bus. Harrison announced his return on

Lumbercraft
EEEEEE

We're Hiring!

Component Assembly

15T & 3RP Shift Rates Starting at $18/hr

Located in Canal Winchester, OH
Great Benefits!

Please call 614-707-5934
or email hiring@straitandlamp.com

Jan. 15, Jones on Jan. 17. Fullback/tight
end Mitch Rossi made his return official
on Jan. 22, as did kicker Noah Ruggles
Jan. 18.

Harrison could be eying a slide over to
the new Leo position, but he will be reas-
suming a starting role on Ohio State’s de-
fensive line regardless, with vacancies in
the other end spot which was previously
occupied by Tyreke Smith, as well as Has-
kell Garrett’s defensive tackle spot.

Jones gives Ohio State three full-time
offensive line starters set to return for the
2022 season, alongside rising junior and
projected left tackle Paris Johnson Jr. and
rising sophomore center Luke Wypler.
Spot contributor Matthew Jones is expect-
ed to fill one of the vacant guard spots as
well, meaning that the Buckeye offensive
line will have only one open space this
offseason despite the departures of left
guard Thayer Munford and left tackle
Nicholas Petit-Frere to the NFL.

Rossi announced that he would use his
extra year of eligibility to return for one
final season in 2022. Tom Rossi revealed
his son’s plans to play another year of foot-
ball in Columbus.

“Coach Day was very persuasive and
believes Mitch can add a component the
team needs on offense, on special teams,
and as a leader,” the elder Rossi said.
“We've been told that there are NFL teams
interested in Mitch and another year to
showcase himself would benefit him in
that pursuit.”

The younger Rossi later confirmed the
news on Twitter, saying he needed one
more season in the Scarlet and Gray be-
fore taking his shot at the pros.

With Jeremy Ruckert heading to the
NFL draft, Rossi will be the most experi-
enced tight end on the Ohio State roster
next season. He played 143 snaps behind
Ruckert and Cade Stover, who is expected
to return to the defense in 2022 to play
linebacker or Jim Knowles’ “Leo” position.

Ruggles made Columbus his new home
in 2021 after transferring to Ohio State
from North Carolina, where he connect-
ed on 19 of 27 field goals and all 48 extra
points in four seasons with the Tar Heels.

At Ohio State, Ruggles won the start-
ing job over redshirt freshman Jake Seib-
ert and senior Dominic DiMaccio and
went on to have an impressive season for
the Buckeyes. He finished the year 20 of
21 on field goals and hit all 74 extra-point
attempts. He had a pair of games with four
field goals against Nebraska and Penn
State and hit the game-winner in the Rose
Bowl, lifting his team over Utah, 48-45.

Ruggles gives Ohio State some con-
tinuity at special teams. Long snapper
Bradley Robinson will also return, and
punter Jesse Mirco will be back for Ohio
State next year.

Ohio State Adds
Defensive Staffers
Ohio State has added a trio of defen-
sive assistants to its support staff, includ-
ing a pair from Oklahoma State who pre-
viously worked under Knowles. Leading
the way, Duke co-DC and safeties coach
Matt Guerrieri will work in an advisory
role in Columbus under Knowles, whom
he worked with for several years at Duke.
A longtime Duke assistant who joined
the staff first as a graduate assistant in
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2012, Guerrieri worked under Knowles
from 2012-17. He was promoted to a full-
time staffer role in 2015 and moved into
the co-DC role after Knowles’ departure
to Oklahoma State, also serving as the de-
fensive recruiting coordinator from 2017-
20.

Guerrieri is credited with the develop-
ment of three-time All-America safety Jer-
emy Cash — an Ohio State transfer — and
two-time all-ACC safety DeVon Edwards,
as well as many others. The Blue Devils
have produced a pair of drafted defen-
sive backs during his time as well in Ross
Cockrell and Michael Carter II.

An American Football Coaches Associ-
ation (AFCA) FBS Assistant Coach of the
Year finalist in 2020, Guerrieri helped to
create some of the greatest defenses in
program history with Knowles, including
a 2017 group that allowed just 20.2 points
per game, Duke’s lowest since 1977.

Oklahoma State pair Michael Hunter
and Koy McFarland are expected to join
Ohio State’s staff in unspecified off-the-
field roles as well.

Hunter played collegiately at Indiana
and Oklahoma State and served in key
roles for both programs. McFarland is the
son of longtime college assistant coach
Robert McFarland and played at Arkan-
sas-Monticello before joining the Cow-
boys’ staff as a graduate assistant.

McFarland took over the Oklahoma
State linebacker room after Knowles de-
parted for Ohio State before Oklahoma
State’s Fiesta Bowl appearance against
Notre Dame, earning praise from head
coach Mike Gundy for his exceptional
coaching performance.

Big Ten Releases
New 2022 Schedule

The Big Ten announced a revised 2022
conference schedule Jan. 12, impacting
seven of Ohio State’s nine conference
games this upcoming season.

To begin conference play, the Buckeyes
will host Wisconsin on Sept. 24 and Rut-
gers on Oct. 1, meaning Ohio State will
stay home for the first five weeks of the
season. The Buckeyes were originally set
to travel to Michigan State and Penn State
back-to-back in weeks four and five.

Ohio State will then hit the road to
face Michigan State on Oct. 8 before an
off week Oct. 15. The Buckeyes will return
home to face lowa on Oct. 22 then take
the road for Penn State on Oct. 29 and
Northwestern on Nov. 5.

The Buckeyes will return home to play
Indiana on Nov. 12, travel to Maryland on
Nov. 19 and close the regular season at
home against Michigan on Nov. 26. The
Big Ten Championship Game is sched-
uled for Dec. 3.

There are no changes in the first three

Recruiting Wrap-Up Coming Feb. 8

Buckeye Sports Bulletin's traditional Recruiting Wrap-Up is
scheduled to be mailed on Feb. 8, as we continue on our win-
ter biweekly publishing schedule. Will there be any recruiting
intrigue as we approach the traditional National Signing Day?
There is no need to wait until the next print issue to find out.
The BSB staff will be posting all the latest recruiting news, as
well as news of the men's and women'’s basketball teams, the
hockey and wrestling teams and any other news of the day
as it happens at the electronic BuckeyeSports.com, free to all
subscribers.

Along with the daily posts, we offer reprints from the
Buckeye Sports Bulletin archives as part of our popular Reprint
Thursdays. Also, staff members man the BuckeyeSports.com
Fan Forum, interacting with subscribers on the hot topics of
the day.

Please note that recent developments with the mail service
have us concerned about delivery time for BSB. We remind
you the complete print edition of Buckeye Sports Bulletin is
posted at BuckeyeSports.com at the time the issue is mailed

and is available to subscribers free of charge, as is all the other
content provided at the site.

If you are not already taking advantage of BuckeyeSports.
com, BSB's 24/7 website, simply email your name, address
and preferred email address to subscriptions@buckeyesports.
com, and we will send back easy instructions on how to access
the site. Don't forget, subscriptions@buckeyesports.com is our
email address, not the website. We will send you directions on
how to access the site.

If you are a current subscriber and have been unable to
access all features on the site, please give us a call at (614)
486-2202 and we will help you gain access.

As mentioned, readers who have been experiencing post-
al delivery problems can read the complete edition of each
issue of Buckeye Sports Bulletin online at BuckeyeSports.com
immediately upon completion. Your copy of the paper will still
arrive in your mailbox at the usual time.

If you have any questions about BuckeyeSports.com or your
mail service, feel free to call us at the above number.

weeks of the season with Ohio State set
to host Notre Dame (Sept. 3), Arkansas
State (Sept. 10) and Toledo (Sept. 17).

Former K/DB Don
Sutherin Dies At 85

Former Ohio State kicker and de-
fensive back Don Sutherin, who made a
game-winning 34-yard field goal for the
Buckeyes in the 1958 Rose Bowl win over
Oregon, passed away at Mercy Hospital in
Canton, Ohio on Jan. 11. He was 85-years
old.

It's not stretching the truth to say that
Sutherin did it all for Ohio State from
1955-57. He was a standout cornerback
while also taking over halfback, punter
and placekicker duties. For good measure,
he also returned punts. Sutherin played in
all 60 minutes of the Buckeyes’ 17-0 win
over Michigan in 1955.

Sutherin’s most memorable moment
as a Buckeye was his game-winning kick
in Ohio State’s 10-7 win over the Ducks in
Pasadena, Calif., which led to a national
championship for the Scarlet and Gray.
The Buckeyes finished that season with a
9-1 record and ended the year ranked No.
1 in the UPI coaches poll.

The New York Giants selected him in
the eighth round of the 1958 NFL draft,
but he abruptly left America to play foot-
ball in Canada. Sutherin won four Grey
Cups with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and
Ottawa Rough Riders. He was a three-
time CFL All-Star and six-time CFL East
All-Star. Sutherin played 12 seasons in
the Canadian league and became a coach
for more than two decades, winning three
more Grey Cups as an assistant. He was

Podcast Back To

The BSB podcast, hosted by asso-
ciate editors Wyatt Crosher and Patrick
Mayhorn, with occasional guest spots
from Chase Brown and Braden Moles,
publishes every Friday morning, cover-
ing the stories of the week in Ohio State
athletics.

The show is free for everyone. To
find it, go to your favorite podcast app
or website and type in "Buckeye Sports

Weekly Schedule

Bulletin Podcast,’ and click the subscribe
button. You can listen on Amazon Music,
Apple Podcasts, Audible, Google Pod-
casts, iHeartRadio, Podbean, Spotify,
Stitcher and anywhere else that podcasts
are found. For those of you who are new
to the podcast world, the show is also
posted at 10 a.m. every Friday on Buck-
eyeSports.com, as well as on the Buck-
eyeSports.com Fan Forum.

inducted into the Canadian Football Hall
of Fame in 1992.

Heyward, Linsley
Named NFL All-Pros

Former Ohio State defensive lineman
Cameron Heyward and former center
Corey Linsley earned Associated Press
NFL All-Pro selections for the 2021-22
season. Heyward was named to the first
team while Linsley claimed second-team
honors.

Heyward earned his third first-team
All-Pro selection in the last five years. His
previous first-team awards came in 2017
and 2019, with a second-team placement
after last season. The Steelers defensive
lineman recorded a career-high 89 tackles
with 10 sacks, 15 tackles for loss, nine
pass deflections, one interception, one
forced fumble and a fumble recovery in
2021.

Linsley earned second-team honors
on the heels of becoming a first-team All-

Pro in 2020. He started all 16 games for
the Los Angeles Chargers this season.
According to Pro Football Focus, Linsley
is the second-best center behind Creed
Humphrey of the Kansas City Chiefs.

Heyward and Linsley were the only for-
mer Buckeyes to make an All-Pro team.
Defensive end Nick Bosa received five
votes while edge rusher Joey Bosa, cor-
nerback Marshon Lattimore and punter
Cameron Johnston received one vote.

Ohio State had several former players
in the NFL playoffs this season: Heyward
and Dwayne Haskins (Steelers); Nick
Bosa and Trey Sermon (49ers); Sam Hub-
bard, Eli Apple, Vonn Bell, Joe Burrow, Mi-
chael Jordan, Isaiah Prince and Billy Price
(Bengals); Elliott, Noah Brown and Malik
Hooker (Cowboys); Jordan Fuller (Rams);
Shaun Wade (Patriots); and Josh Myers
(Packers).
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OSU Not Ready To Consider Season Lost For Sueing

Continued From Page 1

“We don't take winning for granted, be-
cause we know how hard it is to get it in the
Big Ten,” senior point guard Jamari Wheel-
er said after Ohio State toppled his former
team, those Nittany Lions. “The Big Ten is
the best league, so every win is huge. Ugly
wins, hard wins, pretty wins, we just have to
do whatever it takes to get the win because,
at the end of the day, that’s all we care about.
If we get the win, we're satisfied.”

It's why Holtmann, who tries the best he
can to stay levelheaded and low-stress for the
sake of his own health, is more than happy
with close wins.

“Look at my hair,” Holtmann joked Jan.
16. “We've had a lot of close games, but we've
pulled out a lot of close games. And I think
our guys have played with necessary poise.
I'm really pleased with how we closed regula-
tion — gave ourselves a chance, didn't do fool-
ish things, gave ourselves a chance. But this
business will wear you out, that’s for sure.
But we got a great group of guys.”

But it’s also why Ohio State’s coaching
staff seems entirely keen on getting Sueing
back before the homestretch. The Buckeyes
may hold a 12-4 record overall (5-2 in Big
Ten play), but every statement a coach or
player makes about the team’s potential is
couched still in the importance of getting ful-
ly healthy. For all its good — and bad, in blow-
out losses to Indiana and Wisconsin — Ohio
State doesn't feel that it has yet showcased

exactly what kind of team it can be, or even
what it was supposed to be with a healthy
Sueing in tow.

The timeline for a return shrinks with
each passing game, but Holtmann does be-
lieve that Sueing and the lesser-used Towns
will be able to return to play for Ohio State
this season sooner than later. And though
both players have the option to return for the
2022-23 season if they so choose, Ohio State
isn't ready to punt on this season — even as
another previously set goal return date (late
January) rapidly approaches for Sueing with-
out significant movement on that front.

“I would expect both of those guys back
this season,” Holtmann said. “They’re both
older college players so would they want
to stay another year in college I think is the
question. Both guys might consider going
into their professional life.

“Justice is eligible for the additional
COVID year, and that will be a conversation
that he and I have. He’s taking it one step at
a time, evaluating how he feels. He's getting
closer, close to returning to practice. This
is probably the most I've been disappointed
for a kid in maybe 20 years of coaching. Jus-
tice is such a good player. I think he’s not yet
reached his ceiling as a player, and he’s so
important for our team. I'm optimistic, but I
think he’s focused on taking it one step at a
time right now. We'll check back in with him
after the season (about his plans moving for-
ward) and if it’s best for him, we'd love to have
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SONNY BROCKWAY

FILLING IN — Jimmy Sotos (1) has stepped up in place of Meechie Johnson
Jr., who has been injured and unavailable for the Buckeyes since suffering
a facial injury in practice prior to Ohio State’s Jan. 16 matchup with Penn

State.

him back, but he has to feel like it’s right.

“Both guys want to try to play if they can
this year. If we get closer to the end of the
year and it looks like one of them can'’t return,
doesn't feel like themselves and we need to
shut it down, then we’ll have that conversa-
tion. But given COVID and all that, if guys
want to play, I'm certainly going to be open
to that. We're already down considerable
numbers right now with Meechie (Johnson
Jr) being out, and those are three important
guys for us.”

That last point about the absence of soph-
omore point guard Johnson is a much newer
development than other injury issues Ohio
State has faced this season. He suffered a fa-
cial injury in a practice collision prior to Ohio
State’s matchup with Penn State on Jan. 16
and is considered day-to-day until he can par-

ticipate in a full practice.

Defense The Focus
For Streaky Buckeyes

Injuries or not, Ohio State is still work-
ing to develop its identity as a team, and that
starts and ends with defense for Holtmann
and his staff. The Buckeyes have not lacked
for offense in either of the last two seasons
— Ohio State is 16th in adjusted offensive ef-
ficiency and checked in at No. 4 a year ago
— but have found frequent struggles defen-
sively, where they check in at No. 62 in that
same category.

Holtmann's concern on that front has tak-
en hold primarily since the team’s return to
play on Jan. 2. The Buckeyes allowed 67.5
points per game in their 10 contests before
that layoff and are up to 73.4 points allowed

7
s

...as we support the Buckeyes

$100/Year 614326-3300

buckeyehoosters.com

on the road and more!

Kick-0ff Dinner

Travel to Away

Name Foothall Games
Address Annual celeb[ity
Golf Outing

City State Zip Meeting with Coaches,
Mail check to: at the Woody Hayes
Buckeye Boosters, 921 Chatham Ln., #301F, Columbus, OH 43221 Athletic Center

8 - BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Jan. 29, 2022

BuckeyeSports.com



SONNY BROCKWAY

DEFENSIVE SPARK — Sophomore winger Eugene Brown lll (3) was critical
in Ohio State’s win over Penn State, contributing big minutes in the sec-
ond half to help slow the Nittany Lions’ guards. He scored a career-high 14
points against IUPUI a game later and earned praise from his teammates for

his energy.

in January, excluding a blowout of IUPUI —
which ranks as the worst teams in Division |
in KenPom at No. 358.

“We lost a little momentum,” Holtmann
said. “This group has to continue to recom-
mit on that end because we can’t overwhelm
you with defensive ability across the board.
At times our offense can be really, really
good, but we can’t overwhelm you.

“We've had some really poor (defensive
games). (I'm not worried about offense). The
biggest thing we've got to be able to do is to
grow in our defensive effort.”

The players have picked up on it too. After
a 78-68 loss to Wisconsin on Jan. 13 that was
not as close as the final score indicates, ju-
nior forward EJ. Liddell said that the team’s
effort has to be better, which center Zed Key
echoed a day later.

“Talking with the coaches, we watched
film on (the loss to) Wisconsin and overall,
just the effort, we just need to pick it up,”
Key said. “Especially on the road. It's hard
to win big games on the road because you're
not home. Home-court advantage is a real
thing. Fans backing you, you go on a run,
fans screaming. I think we've just got to find
ourselves on the road and just be able to play
harder because that’s what it takes to win on
the road.”

Individual efforts have offered Ohio State
reasons for optimism, as did a lockdown
performance against Penn State. Sopho-
more guard Eugene Brown III's insertion

to the rotation has yielded plenty of praise
and could earn him a more significant role
down the stretch. He played only 18 minutes
against the Nittany Lions but helped to slow
down guard Jalen Pickett, and his effort and
versatility against [IUPUI helped to spark the
Buckeyes in the second half. He scored a ca-
reer-high 14 points against the Jaguars.

“Gene’s very versatile,” graduate guard
Jimmy Sotos said of the 6-6 Brown. “He can
guard positions one through five. He's very
active on offense, cutting, rebounding, keep-
ing possessions alive. He just makes stuff
happen out there. Whenever Gene’s in, he’s
always bringing energy, giving his full effort,
and he just makes stuff happen out there.”

Other players are still working on proving
their defensive chops, though. Senior guard
Cedric Russell, despite a 51.9 percent hit
rate from three-point range through Jan. 24,
has seen his playing time dwindle in Big Ten
play because of questions about his defen-
sive ability.

“Cedric has to continue to be really com-
mitted defensively to how we play,” Holtmann
said. “He has to really commit himself on that
end. He has to be ready when his number is
called, and I thought he had good aggressive-
ness against [UPUI, a good pop to him. He’s
played well in stretches of important weeks.
In our win against Wisconsin, he was criti-
cal and obviously, everyone knows about the
Duke game. Those two games he was really
important for us.”

COVER STORY

Shooting Out
Of A Slump

Holtmann may not yet be concerned
about his team’s offensive production or
shooting — the Buckeyes are averaging 75.1
points per game and shooting 38.0 percent
from deep as a team — but a Russell spark of
scoring could prove more valuable if sharp-
shooter Justin Ahrens can't find his way out
of a recent shooting slump.

Since Dec. 11, Ahrens is shooting just
21.2 percent from deep on 4.7 attempts per
contest, good for 3.9 points in 24.9 minutes
per game. He's made more than one shot
from deep in just one of Ohio State’s last sev-
en games, when he went 2 for 6 against Indi-
ana. He hasn't seen the free-throw line since
the Nebraska game and has more fouls (1.9)
per game than made shots (1.1).

Despite his struggles, Holtmann has af-
firmed his confidence in Ahrens’ ability to
pull out of the slump and provide a valuable
threat from outside for the Buckeyes.

“Justin has to just cut loose and play, play
with a little more juice and confidence,” Holt-
mann said. “He’s overthinking it a little bit
because he’s a tremendous shooter. Tremen-
dous. I really don’t worry about him at all. I
think he’s going to hit his stride. The least of
my concerns is Justin Ahrens’ shooting.

“He’s shot it well in practice. Now, in prac-
tice, it's like league play. They don't leave him
a whole lot, but he’s still shot it really well.

“We've maybe got to find some ways to
free him up. I do still think he was getting his
legs back these first couple of games. I don't
worry about him, though. He'll bounce back.
He'll find openings and find opportunities.”

For Ahrens, a Big Ten shooting slump
is nothing new. The senior from Versailles,
Ohio, shot 22.7 percent from deep in the last
nine games of the season last year and made
only two attempts in nine tries in the final

seven games of his sophomore season after
shooting nearly 44 percent on 2.5 attempts
per game in his first 19 games.

But Ahrens never really emerged from
his previous two cold stretches. In hopes of
keeping him away from a similar fate this
season, Ohio State is sticking to him as a
member of the starting lineup and preaching
the importance of staying confident.

“I said, ‘Think back on your career and
when you've been your best or you've shot
great or played well. How many of those
times were you in a frustrated state? Were
you upset? Were you hanging your head?’ ”
assistant coach Ryan Pedon said of Ahrens.
“Hopefully giving him some perspective.

“Great shooters have short memories.
He’s got a proven track record. We've got a lot
of confidence in Justin and how he'll respond
to a couple of games where he’s maybe not
shooting as well as he’s accustomed to.”

Teammates are rallying around him too.
Against [UPUI, after four shots went beg-
ging, he finally knocked down his fifth try.
Afterward, when asked if they have any hes-
itation in passing him the ball, Russell and
Sotos insisted there are no such concerns.

“It's the same as it always has been,”’
Russell said. “The best way out of a slump
is to keep shooting. The whole world knows
he can shoot the ball. He just needs to keep
shooting.

“I have no hesitation to pass him the ball.
I've seen him make it. He just needs to keep
shooting.”

And as for that shot itself against the Jag-
uars, though it came with just 6:23 left in a
blowout, the Buckeyes are hoping that shot
could be the one to guide him back into form.

“All it takes is one,” Sotos said, flashing a
big grin afterward when asked if he felt that
shot could be the one. “Just needs one.”

SONNY BROCKWAY
NOT HIS MONTH — Senior guard Justin Ahrens (10) has shot only 21.2 per-
cent from deep since Dec. 11 and is scoring only 3.9 points per contest in
that span. His teammates and coaches have reinforced their belief in him
and encouraged him to continue shooting.
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Frye’s Role Under Kelly Could Be Blueprint

Continued From Page 1

“If you give your players something to
hang their hats on, they will perform. If
they can run the offense with any scenario
they may face, you will be successful in run-
ning the ball. If they have all the answers to
the problems the defense may give them,
they will be good.

“With our inside zone play, we get so
much practice time and so many reps
that we can handle all the other scenarios
that come about. Instead of trying to out-
scheme your opponent, put your players in
an environment where they can be success-
ful because they understand exactly what
they have to do.”

Kelly’s wager on simplicity paid off. He
coordinated one of the nation’s best offens-
es in 2007 and 2008 before taking over the
head job in 2009, and he helped to launch
Oregon into the national conversation,
leading it to a 46-7 record, two Rose Bowl
berths (one win), a Fiesta Bowl win and
within just inches between Michael Dyer’s
knee and the luscious Glendale turf from a
national title in 2010.

Oregon fielded the No. 8, 1, 3 and 2 of-
fenses in points per game, and No. 6, 4, 5
and 3 rushing attacks in yards per contest
— only ever trailing two non-triple option
offenses in 2009/2010 Nevada and 2009
TCU. The Ducks were flashy, they were
fast, and they won a whole lot of games.

“Our offensive line leads the country in
yards per carry and rushing touchdowns,
and we only run four plays in the running
game,” Kelly said back in 2009. “The offen-
sive line plays with conviction. If you can
keep it simple for the players in the offen-
sive line so they have confidence going into
a game, you have an opportunity to win the
game. The five offensive linemen are the
key to your football team.

“The system we run helps our linemen.
The key is to make sure they know what
they're doing.”

In so doing, they inspired an entire new
generation of offensive scheme. The best of
football will always be adopted elsewhere,
and for Kelly's blur offense, it didn't take
long for the powers that be, and for every
other program, to pick up what was hap-
pening in Eugene.

But when Kelly returned to the sport,
it had changed. So he changed too. UCLA
got bigger, added pull blocks and new con-
cepts to its rushing attack and went away
from the speed that he deployed at Oregon.
He fired back in 2019 when asked why UC-
LAs offense looked so different in his first
season than those Oregon units had.

“Oregon was a long time ago,” Kelly
said. “It’s totally two different operations.
Again, another weird view that (at UCLA)
we're going to run what we did at Oregon.
That was 2012.

“I don’t look back at our Oregon offense
and study that tape and say, ‘Hey, we should
do that here.’ I think we're always trying to
figure out what our guys here do well and
try to accentuate that, and again, it’s con-
sistency, because we have done it well. It's
a consistency thing, not a, ‘Hey, let’s go find
another offense.””

What UCLA could do well and what the

As background information for this ar-
ticle, it bears defining the differences be-
tween gap blocking and zone running, as
they will be referred to throughout by their
name, and not by any further explanation.
Via YouthFootballOnline:

“A zone scheme is based around the
idea that the line will be responsible for
the gap to the side the play is going. They
are not blocking a man but an area. This
means that they will run their path and
deal with any defender that shows up. The
idea with this scheme is for the offensive
linemen to stay attached to the defender
that is in their zone. They do not need a
physically dominant block, instead they
need to ensure that they cover the defend-
er up and create a clean read for the run-
ning back.

“The other type of blocking scheme
is a gap blocking scheme. A gap scheme

Gap Blocking vs. Zone Blocking

uses leverage to give the offensive line-
men an advantage over physically supe-
rior defensive linemen. In a gap scheme
the offensive linemen on the play side will
block down, or away from the gap where
the runner is going. This will leave one de-
fender unaccounted for outside of the gap
where the ball is going. The offense will
pull a lineman from the back side of the
play to block this defender out. The result
is a hole that develops between the pull-
ing offensive lineman and the down blocks
that should combine to form a wall.”

Zone plays almost always have “zone”
in the name, while gap can be referred to
colloquially as “pin and pull” or just with
the existence of pulling linemen. For a ref-
erence point, Ohio State has been almost
exclusively a zone blocking team for years,
but Jim Tressel and Jim Bollman com-
bined for more of a gap-based scheme.

rest of the nation was doing well differed
from Kelly's background as an option- and
zone-heavy coach. The Bruins were with-
out mashing offensive linemen who could
dominate those simple zone blocks con-
sistently, and his system was without the
run-game diversity to keep opponents from
locking in on his core concepts and over-
whelming those struggling linemen.

To solve both problems in one swoop,
Kelly looked to a Boston College program
that had dominated on the ground with
unique power-running schemes in recent
seasons and a program that he had plenty
of connections with, from a friendship with
then-head coach Steve Addazio to several
assistants on Addazio’s staff from the Kelly
tree — Day being chief among them.

Kelly tabbed Frye, then the BC offensive
line coach and run game coordinator, for
essentially the same role in Westwood. He
was tasked with installing the gap running
scheme that Boston College had leaned on
since 2013, when Frye facilitated a 2,177-
yard rushing season for tailback Andre
Williams. He wanted to bulk up his rushing
attack and make it more capable of bully-
ing defenses that had moved to lighter per-
sonnel in response to those lightning-fast
offenses that Kelly created, and he wanted
a coach who believed fully in that.

Frye certainly fit the bill and cuts the
profile not quite as an old-school techni-
cian, but as a coach who truly believes in
power, hard-nosed football as a way to win
games.

“If you really have presence, then Zoe
Rose Frye, my 9-year-old daughter, needs
to be sitting up in her seat saying, ‘They're
going to run the ball right there, ” Frye said
before the 2021 season of the importance
for a line to establish itself physically. “And
we don'’t care, we just do it. We get the job
done.

“It's about blocking and tackling. What-
ever plays we call, we have to be able to ex-
ecute them and block them, and then those
guys behind us can run. That’s not going to

change. That’s in Chip Kelly’s DNA. We're
running the ball.”

The shift came as a surprise to both
UCLA and the college football world at
large, but it didn’t come about slowly. From
the start, UCLA has offered a far more pow-
erful, far more diverse rushing attack than
the one that Kelly used in Oregon. The Bru-
ins pull blockers, they run from the pistol
and under center with confidence, and they
earn yardage by winning blocks up front
just as much as they misdirect defenses.

“That’s been kind of the fan neurosis
for the last four years in the UCLA commu-
nity because going in, back in 2018, they
thought that we'd be getting the ‘blur) ”
Chris Osgood of Bruin Report Online told
BSB. “And really, from day one at UCLA, it’s
been this very different approach. It's been
tight end-heavy and always amorphous.

“The theory is that when Kelly came
back to college, he said things like, ‘When
I was at Oregon, we were spread and had
shiny helmets and now everybody’s spread
and has shiny helmets.” He’s going contrar-
ian. All the defenses are geared for spread.
Everybody's got a full-time nickel these
days. So Kelly is going with two tight ends.
He'’s saying, ‘Let’s create run gaps, more
run gaps than spread defenses are used to
and make cornerbacks tackle.’ It's a pendu-
lum swing with him.”

As his bet on simplicity paid off, Kelly’s
lean away from the beast that he had cre-
ated worked in building a dominant rush-
ing attack. Under Frye’'s guidance, UCLA
ranked 86th in rushing yards per game in
2018, 81stin 2019, 12th in 2020 and 14th
in 2021, making a huge jump in production
as Frye and Kelly worked their recruits into
the system.

Frye’s new ideas meshed brilliantly with
Kelly’s zone looks, and they reworked the
blur into something much more versatile,
while returning some of those core looks to
Kelly’s original plans, like the implementa-
tion of inside zone as a physical staple run,
rather than one hunting big gains.

“The inside zone play is a great equal-
izer;” Kelly said. “We are double-teaming
a defensive lineman with a mathematical
idea behind it. We have four legs and he
has two legs, so we win. The zone play can
be run against multiple looks by the de-
fense. You can draw this play up and run it
against five different defenses.

“The inside zone play is our ‘go to work’
play. It has become our signature play. We
want to get off the ball and be a physical,
downhill-running football team. This is
not a finesse play. We teach our offensive
linemen a block we call the bust block. The
idea is to bust their sternums up against
their spines on every play. We want to come
off the ball, create a double-team, knock
the crap out of the defenders and deposit
him in the linebacker’s lap.

“This is physical football. The offensive
linemen play with confidence because they
know they have help from their teammates
in their blocking scheme.”

Now, the Buckeyes are ready to make
the same move. Though Day and his new
assistant have yet to speak publicly on the
move, the intentions for a team that leaned
almost entirely on inside and outside zone
in 2021 and suffered for it against the best
rushing defenses on its schedule are clear.

In Frye, the Buckeyes get a palate
cleanser. He'’s one of the finest gap scheme
minds in the sport, as evidenced by the
trust that both Kelly and Day put in him,
but he'’s also spent four seasons under the
Godfather of modern zone running. At
UCLA, though Kelly called the plays, Frye
played a critical role in the design and de-
ployment of the Bruin rushing attack and
will likely serve a similar role under Day in
Columbus.

“I think (Frye) was very involved,” Os-
good explained of the situation at UCLA.
“Kelly is definitely the offensive coordinator
in reality and Fry was the offensive coordi-
nator in title as well as the O-line coach,
but there are plenty of things that we could
trace through from Frye’s Boston College
time that came into the UCLA offense. And
the other thing that Kelly does is he’s ex-
tremely collaborative with his coaches.

“He basically calls the game during
the week in how he builds out his play-call
sheet. He doesn’t script by series. There
isn't an opening-game script, and he doesn’t
organize his playbook by play types. He or-
ganizes his play-calling sheet by situation.
He has got a first-and-10 bucket, he has
drive openers, sudden change plays, third-
and-short, all your different down-and-dis-
tance buckets, red zone, all of it. And when
Chip is calling a game, he’s just using a
look-up table for each circumstance, and
the whole staff builds that during the week.
Frye has been involved in that quite a bit.”

If Frye succeeds in his new task, Ohio
State’s rushing attack could look quite a bit
like that which UCLA trotted out in the last
two seasons. What does that entail?

UCLA'’s Essentials

Frye might be a change of pace, but he’s
not going to usher in a wholesale change
in what Ohio State does in the rushing
game. UCLA still used inside zone as its
base play and zone looks as a large chunk
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of its offense under Frye's guidance. The
Bruins relied on midline zone (under cen-
ter or pistol’s answer to inside zone) and
wide zone (under center or pistol’s answer
to outside zone) as staples as well, using
that quartet as the primary looks in both
2020 and 2021.

That’s not different from what Ohio
State has been doing under Kevin Wilson’s
guidance for years. Like Kelly, he’s a zone
disciple and he’s quite comfortable leaning
on it for base looks.

But UCLA did spice up those looks a bit
and added some similar looking counters
to misdirection defenses. The most import-
ant two to know are called “same side in-
side zone” and “belly” concepts.

The former is very simple. It's blocked
the same way as standard inside zone, but
rather than following the direction of the
offensive line’s blocking, the running back
cuts against it, running to the same side of
the formation that he lined up on prior to
the snap.

Via BruinsReportOnline

“Same-side refers to the running back
aiming for the same side of the formation
as his pre-snap position (still behind an of-
fensive guard), as opposed to the conven-
tional inside zone where he crosses the
formation to get the ball,” Osgood wrote in
2020. “This altered straight line RB path
hits a tad quicker. The back takes an initial
step backward to plant for hand-off, while
the quarterback receives the snap and
stretches to make the ball available quickly.

“The offensive line doesn’t really care a
whole lot where the running back is com-
ing from, they just need to know the play
direction. This remix of core UCLA com-
petencies is basically free or very cheap
(where practice time is the currency) for
the offense, while looking like something
completely new and practice-time expen-
sive to opposing defenses.”

Belly works similarly but comes from
the gap blocking family. UCLA plucked
it from the Coastal Carolina playbook,
though it's been around within offenses

Justin Frye brings with him sever-
al unique gap looks that Ohio State fans
should familiarize themselves with ahead
of the season, namely buck sweep, duo,
power and wide dart, all of which are ex-
plained in short below.

Buck sweep is a familiar friend to
Buckeye fans and requires no explanation
beyond a reference to Ezekiel Elliott’s 85-
yard touchdown run against Alabama in
the 2015 Sugar Bowl. Take that play and
add a second guard pulling in the play di-
rection — that’s buck sweep. Urban Meyer
used it constantly.

Duo is the gap blocking answer to
inside zone. Blockers look to double-team
defenders, remove them from the play and
move onto the next level as quickly as pos-
sible, while the running back trails them
hard.

“Duo is a gap scheme run and is
often called ‘power without a puller; ”
former Oregon lineman Geoff Schwartz
wrote in 2020. “It's a downhill run with
offensive linemen moving vertical up the
field, attempting to build in as many dou-

Frye Offers Gap Scheme Diversity

ble teams as possible. The running back is
downhill in the frontside A gap. Duo is run
exclusively to the tight end so you can start
building your double teams with him.”

Power is another classic, which just
sees the back aim for the outside hip of the
play-side tackle, while the back-side guard
pulls into that space to lead the way. Ohio
State famously deployed this for years un-
der the direction of Jim Bollman, using the
“Dave” play call moniker. Frye almost al-
ways runs it to the side of the field with the
tight end, tucking the running back and
pulling guard inside of that tight end while
he works to kick out the defensive end.

Lastly, wide dart works almost iden-
tically to Kelly’s old zone read looks, with
the quarterback reading the backside de-
fensive end to hold him in place while the
running back aims for the space between
the guard and tackle on the other side of
the play, but it pulls that back-side tackle
into that space, making it a gap look, while
the offensive line blocks away from the
running back’s direction rather than with
him.

for decades, going back even to the days of
Woody Hayes, who deployed “outside bel-
ly” concepts under the “26 Power” moni-
ker.

Like on inside zone, belly leaves the de-
fensive end on the side of the running back
unblocked to start the play, but rather than
blocking him with a tight end or pulling
him away from the play with a quarterback
option keeper threat, belly pulls an interior
player — either the center or play-side guard
— out to take care of him, while the halfback
aims for the gap that puller vacates.

What's Headed To OSU?

It's the golden question, and one that
won't really have an answer until the Buck-
eyes take the field. Ohio State’s personnel
is very different from UCLAs and could
struggle with some of these new looks that
require elite agility up front. A move away
from the four-tackle set could help with
that, but it is a new way of doing things for
the Buckeyes, and it could take time to add
in full. According to Osgood, when UCLA
was without the blockers for gap schemes
in 2019, it just didn’t use them.

“There was one time that the offense, in
a previous season, had kind of gone totally
away from pin and pull and had been just
purely zone. I think that was 2019. And we
asked Kelly in a press conference, ‘What
happened? Where did the gap scheme go?’
and he basically said, ‘Oh, well these line-
men | have right now, they're really good
zone blockers. And I think that was code
for ‘They can't pull. They're too slow.’ He
was trying to put a positive spin on it be-
cause [ don't know what a good zone block-
er is,” Osgood joked.

A repeat of that in 2022 is unlikely, but
full-scale implementation of Frye's gap
looks may be a similarly long shot in year
one. He's a staunch believer in training
linemen fully to fit the mold of the offense,
and that build does require patience and
commitment from the strength and condi-
tioning department.

“I have four Kkids, so it’s like my fourth
kid — he says some sayings sometimes, and
me and my wife look at each other like,
‘Where the heck did that come from? Has
he seen the three older ones do it?” ” Frye
said. “You put that money in the bank, and

Via BruinsReportOnline

then at some point the dividends are going
to come back because you're investing in
the right stuff”

The good news for the Buckeyes is that
that’s just about the only hurdle. There may
have been immediate shudders at the pros-
pect of a Kelly disciple directing the Buck-
eye rushing attack given his propensity for
quarterback keepers at Oregon and Ohio
State quarterback C.J. Stroud’s aversion
to that aspect of the game, but Kelly has
never actually been a fan of quarterbacks
keeping the ball and vastly prefers them as
a decoy above anything else.

“This may sound like a contradiction,
but we do not read anything,” Kelly said of
his offense. “When you read, you become
uncertain. We want the ball in the running
backs’ hands. We do not want the quarter-
back carrying the ball. The option can put
the ball in his hands, but the defense can
force it out of his hands. We want the quar-
terback to give the ball unless he cannot.”

Frye took that a step further, as the vast
majority of UCLAs plays that looked like
options were actually predetermined.

“My theory with (UCLA starting quar-
terback) Dorian Thompson-Robinson in
the UCLA offense is that there’s really not
a whole lot of reading going on,” Osgood
explained. “It looks really locked in most of
the time. I think that’s more of a personnel
thing than an offensive philosophy thing,
but there’s a lot of head-scratchers where
DTR has kept or given that made no sense,
and the issue is that it was just locked in.
DTR does a lot of his running damage on
scrambles and a lot of those locked-in obvi-
ous keeper calls.”

When the line is best optimized to what
Frye wants, though, the Buckeye rushing
attack could look quite similar to what
UCLA has been doing since Kelly’s return
to the sport —confident in its core plays, but
more than willing to branch out and dress
up the offense to keep opponents from key-
ing in on those core plays. For Day, who too
often saw his inside and outside zone looks
swallowed up by defenders who looked as
though they had seen the play coming, that
would be a major victory.
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Ohio State’s Loss To Michigan Leads 2021 Stories

By CHASE BROWN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

After the COVID-riddled 2020, the Ohio
State sports scene returned somewhat to
normal in 2021, though the biggest story
of the year was anything but normal. As it
turned out, one of the other big stories hap-
pened on the very first day of the year.

The following are the top 10 Ohio State
sports stories of 2021, as voted on by the
Buckeye Sports Bulletin staff.

1. Ohio State Takes First
Loss To U-M Since 2011

The Ohio State-Michigan rivalry is of-
ten referred to as the greatest in sports. It
doesn’t have a name like the “Iron Bowl”
or the “Red River Rivalry.” Instead, the Big
Ten rivals call their matchup “The Game.”

The Wolverines led the all-time series
58-51-6 entering the 2021 season, domi-
nating most of the early1900s. The century
culminated with countless gut-wrenching
wins over John Cooper’s talented rosters in
the '90s.

When Jim Tressel was hired in 2001,
Ohio State began to obsess over beating
Michigan and integrated it into every piece
of the program, from culture and practice
habits to signs in the Woody Hayes Athletic
Center (WHAC). It’s safe to say the obses-
sion worked, as the Buckeyes would go on
to win 17 of the next 19 games in the ri-

valry, including eight straight victories from
2012-19.

But that all came to a halt on Nov. 27,
when Michigan defeated Ohio State, 42-27,
in Ann Arbor. Much maligned for his lack
of success against the Buckeyes, Wolverine
coach Jim Harbaugh finally captured his
first win in his sixth attempt, denying the
Scarlet and Gray a fourth-consecutive Big
Ten title and a potential third-consecutive
trip to the College Football Playoff.

Michigan beat Ohio State in the same
way the Buckeyes defeated the Wolver-
ines many times since Tressel’s arrival.
U-M pounded the ball at every opportunity,
grinding down OSU’s defense across four
quarters and driving down the field for
scores on four separate occasions in the
second half.

When the Buckeyes needed a stop, trail-
ing 28-20 at the 14:05 mark of the fourth
quarter and then 35-27 with only 4:45 re-
maining, the defense allowed touchdown
drives of 66 and 63 yards. Michigan run-
ning back Hassan Haskins ran 28 times
for 169 yards and a rivalry game-record
five touchdowns, closing the door on Ohio
State’s comeback efforts.

“They stayed on schedule the whole
time, and that was the recipe I'm sure they
had to win the game,” said head coach Ryan
Day. “We weren’t able to stop that, and
that’s very, very disappointing, especially
when you know they'’re going to do it. We've
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GEICO.

Day.

got to take a hard look and figure out why
that was.”

Michigan’s dominant performance en-
capsulated by its rushing attack came on
the heels of Day’s comments from a video
leaked in 2020 of the head coach telling
his locker room he wanted to “hang 100
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points” on the Wolverines.

Harbaugh didn’t specifically mention the
video or Day’s comments in his postgame
press conference, but he did say the win
over Ohio State meant a lot for him and his

program.
614-934 31 31 “The things you're thinking are the same
105 N. Hamilton Road I'm thinking” Harbaugh said. “We're going
Kyle Haskins to move on with humble hearts and take the

high road despite what people have said
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STUNNER — Ohio State’s first loss to Michigan since 2011 leads the way for
Ohio State’s biggest stories from 2021. Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh
(left) made waves after the game with a shot across the bow at OSU’s Ryan

that spurred us on even more.”

Shortly after that, he reversed his deci-
sion to take the high road, ending his avail-
ability with a shot at Day.

“Sometimes people are born on third
base, thinking they hit a triple,” Harbaugh
concluded. “Maybe they didn't.”

2. Buckeyes Beat Clemson,
Fall To Alabama In CFP Final
Since quarterback Justin Fields' poten-
tial game-winning touchdown pass was
intercepted in the end zone of the 2019
College Football Playoff semifinal against
Clemson, Ohio State had revenge on its
mind.
The Buckeyes immediately put a sign
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in the weight room with a score from that
game — a 29-23 win by the Tigers — as moti-
vation to avenge the heartbreaking loss. On
Jan. 1, they got their chance with a berth in
the four-team tournament.

“Coming off that game, we just didn't get
over it,” Day said before the game. “It took
time. The goal was to get back here. How
we got back here is just amazing. The jour-
ney we have gone on as a program to get
back here, to have a chance to play Clem-
son in this game, is amazing. You couldn’t
make it up. Some of the best storytellers
couldn't have come up with this story, but
here we are.”

The Buckeyes dealt with plenty of ad-
versity in 2020, from the Big Ten initial-
ly postponing the season to their game
against Illinois being canceled for positive
COVID-19 tests within the program. They
also had their games against Maryland and
Michigan wiped out when those teams en-
dured outbreaks.

“To me, our story is simply amazing,’
Day said. “We weren'’t even playing the sea-
son for a month, and then here we are right
now. I think we have an opportunity to write
one of the greatest stories on college foot-
ball”

Ohio State’s story continued with a mon-
umental 49-28 victory against Clemson in
the 2021 Sugar Bowl — the first win over
the Tigers in program history. The Buck-
eyes slew their boogeyman, dominating
their opponent in nearly every statistical
category.

Fields threw for 385 yards and six
touchdowns in a gutsy performance that
involved him taking a brutal hit to the ribs
from Clemson linebacker James Skalski.
Running back Trey Sermon followed up
his record-breaking performance against
Northwestern in the Big Ten Champion-
ship Game with 31 carries, 193 yards and a
score against the Tigers.

After defeating Dabo Swinney and com-
pany, the Buckeyes earned a national title
matchup with Alabama, which beat Notre
Dame 31-14 in the Rose Bowl semifinal.

The Crimson Tide were undefeated
at 12-0 and led by four future first-round
picks: quarterback Mac Jones, running
back Najee Harris and wide receivers
DeVonta Smith and Jaylen Waddle. Smith
was the 2021 Heisman Trophy winner af-
ter recording 98 receptions, 1,511 yards
and 17 touchdowns in Alabama’s 11 regu-
lar-season games.

When the national championship oc-
curred on Jan. 11, Alabama’s talent proved
too much for Ohio State to handle, and the
Tide claimed a 52-24 win in Miami.

Smith confirmed his Heisman status in
the CFP final, torching the Buckeyes with
12 catches for 215 yards and three touch-
downs. Jones threw for 464 yards and five
scores while Harris ran for 79 yards and
made two trips to the end zone.

Fields tried to keep pace with the Tide’s
scoring onslaught. However, Alabama held
the Buckeye signal-caller at bay. Fields was
17 of 33 for 194 yards and just one TD
pass. Sermon exited the game after his first
rushing attempt because of a dislocated
shoulder, leaving Master Teague and Mar-
cus Crowley to pick up the pieces.

Wide receivers Chris Olave and Garrett
Wilson made an impact, combining for 11
catches for 119 yards and a touchdown.

Still, the Buckeye de-
fense couldn't make
the stops necessary
to win the game,
constantly  looking
outmanned and out-
matched against the
bigger, stronger and
faster Alabama of-
fense. The Crimson
Tide racked up 621
yards of total offense.

“I'm proud of our team.” Day said after
the game. “I'm proud of our seniors. I'm
proud of the year we had. But it was a tough
night. There’s a lot to unravel there. But

Quinn Ewers

you've got to give credit to Alabama. They
are certainly a very good team, and they
played really well tonight.”

3. Ewers Reclassifies,
Transfers In Four-Month Span

On Nov. 20, 2020, quarterback Quinn
Ewers, the No. 1-ranked prospect in the
2022 class, committed to Ohio State, giv-
ing the Buckeyes their highest-rated recruit
ever according to 247Sports’ composite
rankings.

Ewers had previously committed to Tex-
as but announced that he would decommitt
from the university and explore other op-
tions, which eventually led him to Colum-

bus. The 6-3, 205-pound prospect from
Carroll High School in Southlake, Texas,
had offers from several Power Five schools
across the country.

His recruitment went quiet after he
made his intentions to play for Day and the
Buckeyes clear. However, he made head-
lines again in 2021 after the NCAA adopt-
ed new rules allowing student-athletes to
profit from their name, image and likeness,
positioning him to make seven figures in
endorsements and other partnerships.

Such money-making opportunities were
prohibited for high schoolers in Texas,

Continued On Page 14
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Stroud Proved Himself After Early Struggles

Continued From Page 13

which ultimately led Ewers to reclassify to
the 2021 class. He arrived on campus after
Ohio State had already started fall camp,
leaving him behind other quarterbacks
such as C.J Stroud, Kyle McCord and Jack
Miller.

Situated as the fourth-string quarter-
back on the depth chart, Ewers appeared in
only one game with the Buckeyes, coming
in with a little over one minute left in Ohio
State’s 56-7 rout of Michigan State. He took
only two snaps, handing the ball off twice to
walk-on running back Robert Cope.

On Dec. 3, Ewers apparently surprised
Day when he informed him he was entering
the NCAA transfer portal and leaving the
program. He spent only four months with
the Buckeyes.

“It caught me a little bit off guard,” Day
said. “I think he was in a very unique situa-
tion for sure, and we wish him nothing but
the best of luck moving forward. But boy,
there’s just a lot that’s going on right now
in college football, whether it’s early enroll-
ees or the transfer portal and those types
of things. We're just going to do the best we
can to try to adapt as time moves on.”

Nine days later, Ewers announced on
Twitter that he would use his free transfer
to jump to Texas, joining head coach Steve
Sarkisian likely as an immediate starter in
Austin. According to Yahoo's Pete Thamel,
the opportunity to work with Sarkisian
played a significant role in Ewers’ deci-
sion, as did the opportunity to play closer
to home.

Ohio State is all set with Stroud at quar-
terback heading into next season. McCord
will return as the primary backup with 2022
Draper (Utah) Corner Canyon four-star
Devin Brown as the third-string QB after
Miller transferred to Florida in the offseason.

4, Stroud Named
Starting QB for 2021

Before he became a household name for
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lead in team drills and was a consistent
member of the first-team offense. Still, Day
intimated that any of the three quarterbacks
could win the job during the four weeks of
practice. On Aug. 21, his facade came to an
end, and the third-year head coach named
Stroud his starting quarterback for the Buck-
eyes season-opening game with Minnesota.

Stroud looked shaky at times during his
first start, lacking accuracy and touch in the
first two quarters against the Gophers. How-
ever, the redshirt sophomore controlled his
nerves after halftime and finished the con-
test 13 of 22 passing for 294 yards, four
touchdowns and an interception.

The following week, Stroud completed
35 of 54 passes against then-No. 12 Oregon
in the home opener, resulting in 484 yards,
three touchdowns and an interception.
However, Ohio State lost the game 35-28,
leaving some fans to question Stroud’s abil-
ity to lead the offense.

His public perception didn’t improve
when the Buckeyes looked sluggish in their
closer-than-expected 41-20 win over Tulsa
in week three. Stroud had his worst statis-
tical outing of the year against the Golden
Hurricanes, completing 15 of 25 passes for
185 yards, one touchdown and one inter-
ception.

Stroud admitted after the game that he
hadn’t been practicing or playing at 100 per-
cent since fall camp, claiming he had dealt
with a shoulder injury since the middle of
fall camp. In the week leading up to the
Akron game, the Ohio State coaching staff

decided to rest Stroud for the team’s game
against the Zips. The week of rest was ex-
actly what the doctor ordered, and Stroud
returned to his starting role as a new and
improved quarterback.

In Ohio State’s remaining nine games,
Stroud became a Heisman finalist — eventu-
ally finishing fourth behind Alabama quar-
terback Bryce Young, Michigan defensive
end Aidan Hutchinson and Pittsburgh quar-
terback Kenny Pickett —and a record-break-
ing quarterback in a Buckeye uniform.

Stroud finished the 2021 season com-
pleting 317 of 441 passes for 4,435 yards
and 44 touchdowns to only six intercep-
tions. He will head into 2022 as Ohio State’s
unquestioned leader and a with plethora of
weapons surrounding him including wide-
outs like juniors Julian Fleming and Jaxon
Smith-Njigba and sophomores Marvin Har-
rison Jr. and Emeka Egbuka.

5. Ohio State Upset
In NCAA Tournament

Ohio State likely wasn't expecting a
small evangelical university in Tulsa, OKkla.,
to end its 2021 national title hopes, but
that’'s what happened when Oral Roberts
claimed a 75-72 overtime win in the NCAA
Tournament, the first major upset of March
Madness last year.

The Buckeyes entered the tournament
as the No. 2 seed in the East Region, but
they quickly found themselves in a tight
battle with the Golden Eagles. Oral Roberts
held a 36-33 lead at the half, and even with
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HOPES DASHED — C.J. Walker (13), E.J. Liddell (32) and Duane Washington were among the Buckeyes stunned by
a 75-72 overtime loss on March 19 by two-seed Ohio State to No. 15 Oral Roberts in the first round of the 2021 NCAA

Tournament.

Ohio State up 64-60 in the final minutes, it
fought back to tie the game at 64 at the end
of regulation.

Oral Roberts guard and the NCAAs
leading scorer Max Abmas tallied 29 points
while Kevin Obanor turned in a 30-point,
11-rebound effort. Ohio State shot just 5 of
23 from three, committing 16 turnovers in
the contest. They were also just 9 of 18 on
free throws.

The Buckeyes had a chance to send
the game to double overtime in the final
seconds, but guard Duane Washington Jr.
missed a pair of three-point attempts, in-
cluding a wide-open look from the top of
the arc, within two of the final three posses-
sions, bookending an EJ. Liddell make.

Oral Roberts became the first No. 15
seed to win since Middle Tennessee de-
feated Michigan State in 2016, three years
after Florida Gulf Coast beat Georgetown
and four years after Duke lost to Lehigh as
the No. 2 seed in 2012.

6. Olave Breaks Career
Receiving TD Record

With a 43-yard touchdown in the first
quarter against then-No. 7 Michigan State
on Nov. 20, Olave broke David Boston’s all-
time receiving touchdown record of 34, set-
ting a new mark of 35.

Boston previously held the record from
his playing days that spanned from 1996-
98. Olave had tied the 23-year-old record
with a 23-yard touchdown catch earlier in
the opening frame. He claimed the No. 1
spot when Stroud connected with him on
a post route over the middle where Olave
broke free into the back of the end zone for
a score.

After the game, Olave conducted his

postgame press conference with the re-
cord-breaking ball in his hand.

“I had to get the ball,” a smiling Olave
said. “I broke the record, which was a huge
blessing, but I forgot to keep the ball. Some-
body had to go get it for me, and they gave it
to me after the game.”

Olave finished the 2021 season with 65
receptions, 936 yards and 13 touchdowns.
He chose to opt out of the 2022 Rose Bowl
to prepare for the NFL draft but decided
to travel with the team to Pasadena, Calif.,,
standing on the sidelines for the Buckeyes’
48-45 win over Utah.

7. Ohio State Signs No. 2
Recruiting Class For 2021

According to 247Sports, Ohio State
signed the No. 2 overall recruiting class in
2021. The Buckeyes trailed defending na-
tional champion Alabama in the final rank-
ings and finished ahead of LSU, Georgia
and Clemson.

Day and his coaching staff signed 23 to-
tal commits in the class, with four top-10
recruits including Ewers (No. 1), defensive
linemen JT. Tuimoloau (No. 4) and Jack
Sawyer (No. 5) and Egbuka (No. 10).

The Buckeyes also signed 10 other
prospects in the top 100 of 247Sports’
composite rankings, with offensive lineman
Donovan Jackson, running back TreVeyon
Henderson and quarterback Kyle McCord
leading the bunch. There were also hidden
gems such as cornerback Denzel Burke
and punter Jesse Mirco in the mix.

“I think this is the closest group I've
seen,” Day said on the 2021 signing day. “I
saw a couple of guys having lunch together,
laughing and cracking on each other and
making fun of each other. They just met

each other four or five days ago when they
got on campus. But because of Zoom, be-
cause of (2020), they felt like they'd known
each other for a year.”

Henderson, Tuimoloau, Egbuka and
Burke made an immediate impact in their
first season in Columbus. Henderson fin-

ished as the team’s leading rusher, Tuimo-
loau became a consistent part of the defen-
sive line’s rotation and Egbuka revitalized
the Buckeyes kickreturn game. Burke
started in all 13 games, establishing him-
self as the No. 1 corner heading into 2022.

8. Wrestling Signs No. 1
Recruiting Class In History

Ohio State accomplished something on
Nov. 10 no other wrestling program had
ever done when it signed the nation’s top
three prospects in a recruiting class.

Seven new Buckeyes signed their let-
ters of intent, including No. 1-ranked Jesse
Mendez of Crown Point, Ind.; No. 2 Nic
Bouszakis of Kingston (Pa.) Wyoming Sem-
inary High School; and No. 3 Nick Felman
of Malvern (Pa.). According to FloWres-
tling’s rankings, no program has swept the
top three recruits in a class during the mod-
ern recruiting era.

“Our staff is excited to add this special
group of student-athletes to Buckeye Na-
tion,” said OSU head coach Tom Ryan. “In
my 30 years of collegiate coaching, this is
one of the finest recruiting classes. We have
addressed future needs at several weight
classes with very high-level competitors.
Each of them wrestles at a high-tempo style
of wrestling.”

Mendez, a 138-pound prospect, an-
nounced on Nov. 3 during an appearance
with FloWrestling Radio Live that he would
wrestle for Ohio State, giving the program
the three top-ranked prospects for the 2022
class. He chose the Buckeyes over lowa,
Penn State, Indiana and Michigan.

“They’re building something special,
and they’re building a dynasty,” Mendez told
FloWrestling. “It was a close decision, but it
was Ohio State for the most part. [ sat down
with my family three nights ago and hashed
it out. This might be the best recruiting

Continued On Page 16
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Current, Former Olympic Athletes Earn Honors

Continued From Page 15

class ever, and I want to be a part of it.”

9. Twenty-Six Buckeyes
Compete In Olympics

A record 26 Buckeyes competed at the
2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. The games
were postponed to July 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in the com-
petitions taking place a year after they were
originally scheduled.

The former, current and future Ohio

State athletes who competed are organized
alphabetically and by country:

United States: Adelaide Aquilla (track
and field), Hunter Armstrong (swimming),
Anavia Battle (track and field), Christine
Clemons (track and field), Henry and Jack-
son Leverett (shooting), Ruby Remati (syn-
chronized swimming), Kyle Snyder (wres-
tling) and Alec Yoder (gymnastics).

Canada: Marc-Antoine Blais Belanger
(fencing), Emily Armstrong (synchronized
swimming), Ruslan Gaziev (swimming),
Alanna Goldie (fencing), Eleanor Harvey

(fencing) and Nichelle Prince (soccer).
France: Elodie Ravera (rowing).
Greece: Anneta and Maria Kyridou

(rowing).

Italy: Alesandra Montesano (rowing).

Mexico: Diego Cervantes (fencing).

Netherlands: Ilse Paulis (rowing).

New Zealand: Misha Koudinov (gym-
nastics).

Sierra Leone: Maggie Barrie (track and
field).

Spain: Aina Cid Centelles (rowing).

Sri Lanka: Matthew Abeysinghe (swim-
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ming).

Trinidad and Tobago: Eric Harrison
(track and field).

Four Buckeyes earned medals, includ-
ing Armstrong (gold), Prince (gold), Snyder
(silver) and Ilse Paulis (bronze). The con-
tingent of Buckeyes at the summer games
included 12 current student-athletes repre-
senting the rowing, fencing, swimming, syn-
chronized swimming, pistol and track and
field teams. Overall, Ohio State was repre-
sented in 12 different countries and in nine
different sports.

10. Aquila Sweeps Big Ten
And NCAA Championships

On June 10, Aquila won the NCAA title in
the shot put, matching her indoor champi-
onship and giving her a clean sweep of four
titles (indoors and outdoors) in the shot put
at the Big Ten and NCAA championships.

Aquila launched a tournament-best
18.98m (62-3 1/4) throw to secure first
place over Josie Schaefer from Wisconsin,
giving the Rocky River, Ohio, native her first
national title in the outdoor shot put.

After the season ended, Aquila claimed
multiple awards from Ohio State and the
Big Ten. The university named Aquila the
Ohio State Female Athlete of the Year for
her dominant seasons with the Scarlet and
Gray. Shortly after that, she won the Big
Ten’s Field Athlete of the Year award for
both the indoor and outdoor seasons.

Aquila went on to compete at the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo and represent the Unit-
ed States. She threw a 17.68m toss to fin-
ish ninth in her qualifying field and 20th
overall in the games. Aquila returned to
Ohio State in 2021-22 and already has
claimed a Big Ten Indoor Athlete of the
Week award only a few competitions into
the season.
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2021 FOOTBALL (11-2, 8-1)

Sept. 2 at Minnesota, W 45-31;
11 OREGON, L 35-28; 18 TULSA, W
41-20; 25 AKRON, W 59-.7.

Oct. 2 at Rutgers, W 52-13; 9
MARYLAND, W 66-17; 23 at Indiana,
W 54-7; 30 PENN STATE, W 33-24.

Nov. 6 at Nebraska, W 26-17; 13
PURDUE, W 59-31; 20 MICHIGAN
STATE, W 56-7; 27 at Michigan, L
42-27.

Jan. 1 vs. Utah in Rose Bowl, W

48-45.
2022 FOOTBALL
Sept. 3 NOTRE DAME; 10
ARKANSAS STATE; 17 TOLEDO,; 24
WISCONSIN.

Oct. 1 RUTGERS; 8 at Michigan
State; 22 IOWA; 29 at Penn State.

Nov. 5 at Northwestern; 12
INDIANA; 19 at Maryland; 26
MICHIGAN.

2023 FOOTBALL

Sept. 2 at Indiana; 9 SAN JOSE
STATE; 16 WESTERN KENTUCKY; 23 at
Notre Dame.

Oct. 7 MARYLAND; 14 at Purdue;
21 PENN STATE; 28 at Wisconsin.

Nov. 4 at Rutgers; 11 MICHIGAN
STATE; 18 MINNESOTA; 25 at Michigan.

MEN’S BASKETBALL (12-4, 5-2)

Nov. 1 INDIANAPOLIS (EXH.),
W 82-46; 9 AKRON, W 67-66; 12
NIAGARA, W 84-74; 15 BOWLING
GREEN, W 89-58; 18 at Xavier, L 71-65
22 at Seton Hall, W 79-76; 24 at
Florida, L 71-68; 30 DUKE, W 71-66.

Dec. 5 at Penn State, W 76-64; 8
TOWSON, W 85-74; 11 WISCONSIN,
W 73-55; 18 at Kentucky, Canceled;
21 TENNESSEE MARTIN, Canceled; 28
NEW ORLEANS, Canceled.

Jan. 2 at Nebraska, W 87-79 (OT); 6
atIndiana, L67-51; 9 NORTHWESTERN,
W 95-87; 13 at Wisconsin, L 78-68; 16
PENN STATE, W 61-56; 18 IUPUI, W
83-37; 22 NEBRASKA, Postponed; 27
at Minnesota; 30 at Purdue.

Feb. 3 IOWA; 6 MARYLAND;
9 at Rutgers; 12 at Michigan; 15
MINNESOTA; 19 INDIANA; 24 at
lllinois; 27 at Maryland.

March 3 MICHIGAN STATE; 6
MICHIGAN; 9-13 Big Ten Tournament
at Indianapolis.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL (15-3, 7-2)

Nov. 3 SLIPPERY ROCK (EXH.),
W 96-48; 10 BUCKNELL, W 71-48;
14 NORFOLK STATE, W 86-48;
17 BOWLING GREEN, W 94-63;
23 BELLARMINE, W 110-58; 27
CINCINNATI, W 86-50.

Dec. 1 at Syracuse, L 97-91; 5
at Purdue, W 70-53; 7 MOUNT ST.
MARY’'S, W 94-50; 12 INDIANA
L 86-66; 15 ALABAMA STATE, W
97-51; 19 at UCLA, Canceled; 21
at San Diego State, W 66-54; 31 at
Michigan, L 90-71.

Jan. 3 PENN STATE, Postponed; 6
ILLINOIS, W 90-69; 9 at Northwestern,

W 74-61; 12 MICHIGAN STATE, W
89-83; 15 at Minnesota, W 83-75; 20
MARYLAND, W 95-89; 23 at Rutgers
W 80-71; 27 MICHIGAN; 31 at lowa.

Feb. 7 RUTGERS; 10 NEBRASKA;
14 at lllinois; 17 at Maryland; 20
WISCONSIN; 24 PENN STATE; 27 at
Michigan State.

March 3-6 Big Ten Tournament at
Indianapolis.

MEN'S ICE HOCKEY (18-7-1, 10-5-1)

Oct. 8 at Bentley, L 2-1; 9 at Bentley,
W 7-1; 15 UCONN, W 4-3 (OT); 16
UCONN, W 3-0; 29-30 MICHIGAN
STATE, L 2-1, W 5-1.

Nov. 5 PENN STATE, W 5-2: 6
PENN STATE, W 4-1; 12 at Minnesota,
W 4-3; 13 at Minnesota, L 2-0; 26
Mercyhurst, L 5-4; 27 MERCYHURST,
W 3-2.

Dec. 3 at Notre Dame, W 4-2; 4
at Notre Dame, L 5-1; 10 MICHIGAN,
L 5-2; 11 MICHIGAN, W 6-1; 16
BOWLING GREEN, W 4-3 (OT);17 at
Bowling Green, W 3-2; 31 LIU, W 6-0

Jan. 1, LIU, W 7-2. 8 at Wisconsin,
W 5-3; 9 at Wisconsin, T 2-2 OT
(SW); 14 NOTRE DAME, L 3-2 (OT); 15
NOTRE DAME, W 4-1; 21 at Michigan
State, W 4-1; 22 at Michigan State,
W 3-2; 28-29 at Penn State, 7 p.m.,
7 p.m.

Feb. 4-5 WISCONSIN, 7 p.m., 8
p.m.; 11-12 MINNESOTA, 6:30 p.m.,
6 p.m.; 18-19 at Michigan, 7:30 p.m;
8:30 p.m.

March 4-6 Big Ten Quarterfinals;
12 Big Ten Semifinal; 19 Big Ten
Championship.

WOMEN'S ICE HOCKEY (18-4-0,

14-4-0)

Sept. 24 ST. THOMAS, W 6-0; 25
ST. THOMAS, W 4-1

Oct. 1 at Minnesota, W 4-2; 2 at
Minnesota, W 4-1 15 BEMIDJI STATE,
W 7-0, 16 BEMIDJI STATE, W 3-1; 23
at Wisconsin, L 3-1; 24 at Wisconsin, L
2-1 (OT); 29 ST. CLOUD STATE, W 5-2;
30 ST. CLOUD STATE, W 10-1.

Nov. 5 at St. Thomas, W 8-1, 6 at St.
Thomas, W 6-2; 19 MINNESOTA STATE,
W 6-3; 20 MINNESOTA STATE, W 9-0;
26 DC Tournament at Washington,
D.C., vs. St. Lawrence, W 5-2; 27 DC
Tournament at Washington, D.C., vs.
Penn State, W 4-2.

Dec. 3 at Minnesota Duluth, L 5-2;
4 at Minnesota Duluth, W 6-2.

Jan. 7 LINDENWOOD, W 8-2; 8
LINDENWOOD, W 10-0; 14-15 at St.
Cloud State, canceled; 21 MINNESOTA
DULUTH, L 1-0.; 22 MINNESOTA
DULUTH, W 3-1; 28 MINNESOTA, 6
p.m.; 29 MINNESOTA, 3 p.m.

Feb. 4-5 at Minnesota State, TBA;
11-12 at Bemidji State, TBA; 18
WISCONSIN, 6 p.m.; 19 WISCONSIN, 3
p.m.; 25-27 WCHA Quarterfinals, TBA

MARCH 5-6 WCHA Championships.
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Ohio State Off To Best Start In Four

Buckeye Sports Bulletin has
expanded its online presence to a
full-service website to complement
the 24 annual print editions. Access to
BuckeyeSports.com is free to all print
subscribers and includes numerous
great features like:

e Daily features, analysis and breaking news
stories
e A fan forum where readers can interact
with the BSB staff and other subscribers while
catching up on the latest Buckeye news
e Rosters, scholarship charts, schedules and
commit lists for the football team to keep up
to date with the Buckeyes
e Electronic versions of the BSB print editions
e The BSB Quickly archive
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OHIO STATE ATHLETICS

OSU’s Top-Down Approach To Athletic Success

By BRI ALLENSTEIN and

CHASE BROWN
Special to Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Thousands of Buckeye fans covered
head-to-toe in scarlet and gray clothing filter
through the gates to watch their favorite ath-
letes compete on one of the sport’s biggest
stages.

Ohio State is a top team in the nationally
respected Big Ten conference. The Buck-
eyes’ goal is to win a national championship
every season. With the world’s best coaches
and athletes setting the pace, the expecta-
tion is excellence.

While you might be thinking this is the
Ohio State football team, it's another one
of the university’s distinguished programs —
the women'’s volleyball team.

Like any other sport at Ohio State, wom-
en’s volleyball stands equivalent to football
in care from the athletic department. When
Ohio State hosts its competition, its facil-
ities, athletic gear and equipment are unri-
valed.

The women’s volleyball team can com-
pete on TeraFlex flooring on any given night.
TeraFlex is globally renowned for its supe-
rior long-term safety features that provide
protection for athletes and enhanced grip
and slide for the best playability that ensures
diving, sliding and jumping are easier on the
players’ bodies.

Meanwhile, for football — Ohio State’s
primary revenue maker and attention grab-
ber — coaches, players and staff have com-
plained about the current state of the Woody
Hayes Athletic Center (WHAC) — its indoor
practice field to be exact.

Even more interesting, the turf inside
Ohio Stadium and the WHAC is below ath-
letic department standards. The artificial
grass’ green, red and white paint appears
faded to the 105,000 fans who fill the stands
and millions more who watch from home.

But the fading isn't the only issue. Play-
ers noticeably slip and slide on the rubber
surfaces, taking tumbles when they accel-
erate in and out of their breaks. The field’s
condition caused football head coach Ryan
Day to speak with his equipment staff about
managing the deteriorating artificial grass.

“We've looked at our cleats to make sure
we have the right footwear,” Day said. “We
have had some guys go down.”

Finding the right cleats seemed like a last
resort for the football team, which would
have to endure the withering turf until the
season’s end.

Day explained the different variations of
cleats football players could wear for prac-
tice and games, mentioning that Nike — Ohio
State’s exclusive equipment and uniform
partner — offers position-specific styles to
help them overcome the poor field condi-
tions.

“They have different styles,” Day said.
“For the linemen, they have the mids. They
have the speed cleats. The players can
choose from that. They have the molded
ones and the screw-ins. And then, based on
the surface, the guys can decide which is
best for them.”

Ohio State athletic communications di-
rector Jerry Emig said the athletic depart-
ment would replace the playing surface after

the 2021-22 season — both at the stadium
and the WHAC.

Emig said there wasn’t enough time to
replace the turf midseason, as the Buckeyes
played teams weekly in the fall, including
seven home games at the Horseshoe. Day
claimed there was no discussion of changing
the surface last year when asked if the ren-
ovation may have been cut from the team’s
budget during the pandemic.

While Ohio State could have replaced the
turf earlier, Emig said the athletic depart-
ment decided to allow the rubber surface
to reach its suggested eight-year life span,
which ended in 2021.

In 2007, Ohio Stadium received
FieldTurf, a patented rubber infill mix, in
place of natural grass. Seven years later, in
May 2014, the athletic department installed
“FieldTurf Resolution,” which utilized an ad-
vanced recycling technology to remove the
infill from the existing field and reuse it as
part of the new playing surface.

“Since we started on FieldTurf in 2007
at the stadium, our surface has consistent-
ly provided excellent footing for our players
throughout the season,” then-athletic direc-
tor for facilities Don Patko said of the turf.

In 2021, another seven years had passed
since Ohio Stadium received the second
round of FieldTurf, but it will not be recy-
cling this time. Emig confirmed that Ohio
State plans a full-scale replacement of the
turf, and it even announced a program for
fans to submit design ideas that the school
could pick from before installing that new
field.

Though the state of the turf is in bad
shape and presents a risk for players, a BSB
analysis of Ohio State’s construction plans
details the addition of a multitude of new
athletic facilities that are not related to the
football program.

In a separate analysis of the athletic de-
partment’s budget, Buckeye Sports Bulletin
found that though the football team brings in
the most revenue for the University, nearly
all other sports are receiving an increase in
funding for their operations or new facilities,
such as the volleyball and wrestling, tennis
and lacrosse teams.

It may seem strange. Why would the Ohio
State department of athletics allow its pri-
mary source of revenue to play on a sub-opti-
mal surface in one of the most recognizable
stadiums in college football?

Ohio State sports administrator T.J. Shel-
ton explains that it's because the football
program doesn'’t get to cut to the front of the
line.

“The biggest emphasis in our athletic de-
partment is that we talk about ‘the people,
the tradition and the excellence, ” Shelton
said. “But that’s not only the people, tradi-
tion and excellence of the football and bas-
ketball teams. It applies to all the sports and
ensures each program can succeed at the
highest level.”

Shelton said it is suitable for Ohio State
to excel in one sport but better to have a col-
lection of programs compete at a high level.
The athletic department makes this possible
by recognizing the value of all 36 varsity pro-
grams, not only those that make money.

BSB’s investigation found that the foot-
ball program lost nearly $8 million in its

FILE PHOTO

‘NO PLACE BETTER’ — Ohio State head wrestling coach Tom Ryan says the
Covelli Center — which opened in 2019 and hosts wrestling as well as volley-
ball, gymnastics and fencing — is a special place.

operational budget from 2019 to 2020 — an
18 percent decrease in one year, primarily
due to the financial impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Football wasn't the only program to suf-
fer from the pandemic. In September 2020,
Ohio State athletic director Gene Smith
reported the department was projecting a
$107 million deficit for fiscal year 2021. He
later updated the projection to around $50
million in February 2021.

Although other programs took a hit, the
football program’s loss was arguably the
most significant. Of the 36 varsity teams,
only dance lost a larger percentage of its op-
erational budget, dropping 53 percent from
2019 to 2020.

When the department started its recov-
ery from pandemic-related fallout, each
program increased the operational budget.
Football’s allotted money grew from nearly
$35 million to over $54 million — a 55 per-
cent spike. It was the fourth-largest budget
increase behind dance (66 percent), wom-
en’s cross country (269 percent) and men’s
lacrosse (289 percent).

While Ohio State’s football and basket-
ball teams are prominent, Shelton and his
colleagues cater beyond the school’s well-
known sports, ensuring that the Buckeyes
are a highly respected athletic institution
from top to bottom.

As a result of the pandemic, many Divi-
sion I colleges cut athletic programs to save
money, citing high operating costs as cause
for their removal. The college sports hit the
hardest include rowing, swimming, diving,

tennis, track and field, and volleyball.

At the end of 2020 and beginning of
spring 2021, 26 colleges and universities,
from Stanford University to Dartmouth Col-
lege, had cut more than 90 sports programs
amid the pandemic.

Although many universities cut volleyball

= during the pandem-
ic, Ohio State main-
tained its program
and even received
an increase in oper-
ational budget after
the pandemic. Head
coach Jen Flynn
Oldenburg said she
feels like the OSU
volleyball ~ program
is similar in equivalence to football, and
that is proven by the athletic department’s
fund-raising and spending.

“It just seemed like if they got some kind
of perk that it was offered to us as well,” Old-
enburg said.

Oldenburg noticed that in the athletic
department’s short-term and long-term de-
cisions, everyone from Smith to Shelton
made her team feel important and under-
stood.

“Ohio State expects to be elite, and we're
going to put the resources in to make sure
that happens for all 36 sports,” Oldenburg
said. “I think that’s the coolest part. I heard
Gene Smith talk about how much he wants
every student-athlete to feel like an Ohio
State student-athlete.”

Jen Flynn Oldenburg
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OHIO STATE ATHLETICS

Framework 2.0

Ohio State offers 36 varsity programs at
the university, with 30 NCAA championship
titles won and 48 other national team titles,
including 32 from the synchronized swim-
ming team. The Buckeyes are widely recog-
nized as one of the best football programs
for Division L.

The Buckeye football program con-
sistently competes in front of a national
audience, creating most of the athletic de-
partment’s publicity as it continues to add
benchmarks to its already storied history,
yet that isn't the only source of revenue for
the athletic department.

For Smith, fund-raising is the best way
to support the 36 sports outside of football.
Together with his development team, Smith
raised more than $120 million for new facil-
ities on the northwest campus, supporting
over a dozen athletic programs in the pro-
cess.

The financial support Smith gathered
further develops the university’s Framework
2.0 plan, which aims to update the school’s
Academic Core, St. John Arena Site, Art’s
District, Mirror Lake District, Wexner Med-
ical Center, Athletics District, Mid-West
Campus, Waterman Lab, West Campus and
Olentangy Riverfront Gateway.

Mike Penner, Ohio State’s associate ath-
letic director for internal operations, said the
money Smith and the athletic department
raised have revitalized the Athletics District,
creating a specific region of campus dedicat-
ed to Buckeye athletes.

“The new multi-sport facilities have re-
placed aging, outdated facilities,” Penner
said. “The new facilities bring together more
student-athletes and intellectual property
and allow us to provide needed services to
our student-athletes.”

Ohio State’s Framework 2.0 plan started
on Jan. 6, 2017. Almost three months later,
in April 2017, the university tore down the
Ernie Biggs Athletic Training Facility — a
building approaching 40 years old at the
time — with a $32 million state-of-the-art
Schumaker Student-Athlete Development
Center.

In September 2017, Ohio State began
construction on the Covelli Center, a 3,700-
seat multi-sport arena that hosts men’s and
women’s volleyball, men’s and women'’s gym-
nastics, fencing and wrestling. The facility
cost nearly $49 million, with construction
taking 21 months. The Covelli Center and its
connecting building, the Jennings Wrestling
Facility, opened on June 4, 2019.

“There’s no place like the Covelli Center,”
said Ohio State wrestling head coach Tom
Ryan. “Our first year in the Covelli was re-
markable. Our first dual three years ago
when Luke Pletcher scored late. Then ‘Gas
Tank’ Gary Traub found a way to rally the
crowds later that year. It was like, ‘Wow, this
place is really special. We're excited for our
guys and for the fans with each opportunity
they have to compete here.”

Ryan said he and his staff try to compete
in as many home matches as possible at the
Covelli Center. While most collegiate wres-
tling programs schedule four or five duals,
Ohio State strives for seven or eight through-
out the regular season.

“I've been here for a while,” Ryan said,
“There’s no place better. When that magi-
cal moment happens and the place erupts, I
think it's a special place. To compete on this
stage — the intimacy, the seats on the floor

— I can’t imagine being a young person that
loves the sport and loves to compete, watch-
ing a match here and seeing this place.”

It's the kind of environment Ohio State
wanted to create for its non-revenue sports.
Oldenburg and Ryan attribute the atmo-
sphere to the athletic department’s concen-
trated effort to treat all varsity programs as
equal, even though the revenue generated
fails to reach the exact value of the football
team.

The athletic department used the same
approach when breaking ground on the Ty
Tucker Tennis Center, named after the long-
time men’s and women’s tennis director,
who is also the winningest coach in Big Ten
men’s tennis history.

Ohio State’s tennis programs competed
indoors at the Varsity Tennis Center, a facili-
ty 10 minutes north of campus, for 11 years
before the new $23 million facility brought
the teams to the Athletic District in Novem-
ber 2020.

The Ty Tucker Tennis Center sits next
to the Auer Complex — the university’s out-
door tennis facility. It is a 75,000 square-foot
building that features six indoor courts and
theater-style seating for spectators. It also
has locker rooms and training facilities for
both the men’s and women’s tennis pro-
grams and offices and large-group spaces.

“This facility is going to be one of the best
tennis facilities in the country,” Tucker said
at the ground-breaking ceremony on Aug.
30, 2020. “With it located in the Athletic Dis-
trict, it will provide the best student-athlete
experience for countless Buckeyes in the
years to come.”

The Framework 2.0 plan took a brief
pause during the pandemic as Ohio State
re-evaluated its finances. However, Shelton
said the conversation about improving the
university’s athletic programs never halted.

“Gene Smith has a vision of ‘What's
next?’ and always discusses how things will
play out,” Shelton said. “It’s all about reach-
ing our goals, and it's a process. There’s an
ebb and flow. We put an emphasis on our
vision of creating 36 athletic programs that
compete at a high level. That’s how the con-
versation takes place. What's important?
How do we make that happen?

“It starts with current student-athletes
and coaches but also helps us in the future,”
Shelton continued. “We want to build facili-
ties that put our players in the best position,
but it impacts recruiting, too. It ensures that
prospective student-athletes and families
can see our investment into each program
and their experience here at Ohio State.

“We focus on giving them great aca-
demic spaces, look at athletic training,
performance, nutrition and finally sports
psychology. All of those areas impact our
student-athletes. Those are the things peo-
ple want to see. We want future Buckeyes to
see that we will care about them no matter
what sport they play.”

Spotlight On Lacrosse

The athletic department’s latest invest-
ment is in the university’s lacrosse programs.
In August, the Ohio State board of trustees
approved a new stadium explicitly dedicated
to housing men’s and women'’s lacrosse. The
project will cost $21.5 million and finish in
the winter or spring of 2023.

For years, the men’s and women’s teams
split time competing with rival programs at
the 10,000-seat Jesse Owens Memorial Sta-

dium and the 105,000-seat Ohio Stadium in
the fall and spring seasons. The programs
would also practice at a third location, the
WHAC, using indoor and outdoor turf sur-
faces.

Ohio State senior deputy athletic direc-
tor and women'’s administrator Janine Oman
said she is excited to build a facility dedicat-
ed exclusively to lacrosse. The new facility
can provide the Buckeyes with a significant
advantage in performance and training.

“The stadium will provide them with
year-round training and shows the com-
mitment Ohio State has to provide our stu-
dent-athletes everything necessary for an
exceptional experience,” Oman said. “We'll
also have the chance to tell the unique story
of our two programs through their history,
tradition and brand.”

In addition to a lighted and heated sur-
face, the lacrosse-specific stadium will also
include home and visiting locker rooms,
a 6,700 square-foot
concourse level grand-
stand, a press box and
a 4,600-square-foot
building on the north
end of the grounds fea-
turing a shooting room
and event space.

“We are so grateful
for all the people that
have believed and com-
mitted to supporting this project,” said men’s
lacrosse head coach Nick Myers. “The lead-
ership of our administration through this
process, especially Gene Smith and Janine
Oman, has been remarkable and inspiring.
We can't thank them enough. The stadium is
going to be like no other in college lacrosse.
We are really looking forward to seeing our
new home come to life.”

The facility will also become a central
location for camps, clinics and lacrosse-spe-
cific events throughout the year, making it a
centerpiece for the sport in the state of Ohio.
Women'’s lacrosse head coach Amy Bokker
said the idea of young boys and girls com-
ing to Ohio State to deepen their love for the
sport fills her locker room with overwhelm-
ing excitement.

“Our team is fired-up and full of so much
pride surrounding the opportunity to rep-
resent Buckeye Nation in this new, state-of-
the-art facility,” Bokker said. “This will make
such a positive impact for our student-ath-
letes and the future of our program.”

Amy Bokker

Recipe For Success

The athletic department uses the phrase
“positive impact” as a factor to guide its
decision-making. Penner described it as a
way for the athletic department to prepare
student-athletes for life after sport. While

student-athletes can perform at Ohio State
for four, five or sometimes six years, most of
their lives will be spent beyond the Colum-
bus campus.

Ohio State looks for the best ways to sup-
port a student-athlete’s performance in the
classroom, on the playing field and in the
community.

“We want all our 36 sports programs to
succeed, on and off the competition fields,”
Penner said. “The student-athlete experi-
ence has been significantly enhanced over
the years. We place great emphasis on ‘life
after sport’ through the Eugene D. Smith
Leadership Institute, which provides lead-
ership, character and career development
opportunities to all student-athletes to best
prepare them for life after graduation.”

Penner also pointed to the Student-Ath-
lete Support Services Office (SASSO),
which supports the university and athletic
department missions by providing programs
and services that promote degree attain-
ment and comprehensive personal develop-
ment.

SASSO serves over 1,000 student-ath-
letes across the 36 varsity sports, providing
them with academic, athletic, personal and
professional development through advising,
tutoring and study tables.

The athletic department believes that
helping each program and its student-ath-
letes remember the importance of integrity
and academic success will leave a positive
impact, which in turn will lead to prosperity
in competition.

“It might seem like these things don'’t cor-
relate,” Shelton said, “but all of those things
are positive and help provide opportunities
for student-athletes to be champions across
the board. They're all measured differently,
obviously, but we want to provide an expe-
rience for all of them. The way they achieve
that is by becoming great ambassadors for
the university.”

Ohio State athletes are coached through
high-level competition, and the athletic de-
partment strives to prepare them beyond
their performance at a game or match.

“This is a remarkable institution that
will provide opportunities beyond their four
years at Ohio State,” Shelton said. “We want
to enhance their leadership and life skills,
teaching them to be great teammates and
disciplined leaders. We want them to com-
pete for championships. That's why you
come to Ohio State. Our coaching, training
and facilities will help you be the best you
can be.”

While the athletic department might de-
lay the renovation of Ohio Stadium and the
construction of a new indoor practice facility,
the smaller sports can rest assured knowing
they’re supported in more ways than one.
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Buckeyes Appear Set For Quiet National Signing Day

College football's National Signing Day
is set for Wednesday, Feb. 2, just days af-
ter Buckeye Sports Bulletin will have last
gone to press. For up-to-the-minute infor-
mation, go to BuckeyeSports.com, free to
all BSB subscribers. Our next issue with
a Feb. 12 cover date will feature our 2022
Recruiting Wrap-Up with stories, analysis
and bios on Ohio State’s newest signees.

RECRUITING
OUTLOOK

Braden Moles

Since the NCAA instituted the early
signing period in 2017, National Signing
Day has felt like somewhat of a formality
considering the majority of the 2022 class
has already signed their national letters of
intent.

Though it’s largely procedural at this
point, Feb. 2 still holds some intrigue for
Ohio State with two unsigned commits
and a top target set to announce their
schools of choice, with the Buckeyes right
in the mix.

The Buckeyes currently have 21 com-
mits in the 2022 class with 19 of them
signed, leaving Hammond, Wisc., four-
star offensive lineman Carson Hinzman
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and Duncanville, Texas, four-star defen-
sive end Omari Abor as Ohio State’s two
unsigned prospects.

There’'s been no indication that
Hinzman won’t put pen to paper, but there
is intrigue with Abor, who has been sur-
prisingly noncommittal to Ohio State de-
spite his commitment to the school on Jan.
2. Abor was not shy about his intention to
continue visiting other schools up until
National Signing Day, but at time of press,
he had yet to actually visit other schools.

Furthermore, Abor cited his connec-
tion with defensive line coach Larry John-
son as one of the main reasons he com-
mitted to Ohio State, and after the dust
has settled, it appears Johnson will be
staying with the Buckeyes for at least one
more season.

“I feel like I fit their defense very, very
well,” Abor told 247Sports. “They can
have me stand up. They can get me in a
three-point stance. Johnson lets them play
ball and lets them go after the quarter-
back.”

Nothing will be confirmed until Abor
signs his national letter of intent, but as
things stand, Ohio State appears to be in
a solid position to hold on to the No. 38
overall prospect in the class.

The other unknown on National Sign-
ing Day is Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove
four-star defensive tackle Christen Mill-
er, who will decide between Georgia and
Ohio State.
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OSU Football 2022 Commitments
Players in the class of 2022 who have signed or issued a verbal commitment to play football at Ohio State.
Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Omari Abor DE 6-4 240 Kk ok k Duncanville, Texas
Kojo Antwi WR 6-0 190 K hkkxk Suwanee (Ga.) Lambert
Devin Brown QB 6-3 190 Kk kxx Draper (Utah) Corner Canyon
Jyaire Brown CB 6-0 178,k k% West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West
Kaleb Brown WR 5-11 177 * Kk k% Chicago St. Rita
Caleb Burton WR 6-0 165  kkkk Del Valle, Texas
Bennett Christian TE 6-6 235 Kk Kk Acworth (Ga.) Allatoona
Caden Curry DL 6-3 250 Kk kK Greenwood (Ind.) Center Grove
George Fitzpatrick ~ OT 6-6 285 kk kK Englewood(Colo.) Cherry Creek
Kyion Grayes WR 6-1 170 Kk k %k Chandler, Ariz.
Dallan Hayden RB 5-1 195 Kkkkkx Memphis (Tenn.) Christian Brothers
Avery Henry oT 6-7 305 Kkk St Clairsville, Ohio
C.J. Hicks LB 6-3 220 Kk kkk Kettering (Ohio) Archbishop Alter
Carson Hinzman oL 6-4 280 Kk Kk Saint Croix Central, Wis.
Kenyatta Jackson DE 6-5 235 Kk kK Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade-Madonna
Hero Kanu DL 6-5 293 Kk kk Santa Margarita Catholic, Calif.
Gabe Powers LB 6-4 230 Kk kK Marysville, Ohio
Kye Stokes ATH 6-2 185  *kk kK Seffner (Fla.) Armwood
Sonny Styles S 6-4 215  kkk kK Pickerington (Ohio) Central
Tegra Tshabola oT 6-5 340 kk kK West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West
Ryan Turner CB 6-0 180 Kk k kK Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade-Madonna Prep

Miller, rated the No. 107 overall pros-
pect in 2022 and the No. 19 defensive
lineman, was supposed to announce his
school during the All-American Bowl on
Jan. 8 but pushed his commitment back,
citing his desire to take all of his official
visits.

He's visited both Georgia and Ohio
State a number of times and plans to take
official visits to Florida A&M, Miami (Fla.)
and Oregon. Like Abor, Miller said John-
son is a big factor in his recruitment.

“Coach ], that’s like my uncle, man,”
Miller told Eleven Warriors. “Coach J was
a big factor in my recruitment because of
the guy he is, a good Christian man and
a good coach. We don’t even have to talk
about the people that he produced. We
know those guys. It’s the love he'’s got for
me and my family and the love he’s got for
his job.”

Despite the social media flirtation be-
tween Miller and the Buckeyes over the
past couple of months, Georgia is the
front-runner to keep him home, as all six
crystal ball predictions on 247 Sports have
the Bulldogs winning Miller’s services.

If Abor and Hinzman sign as expect-
ed and Miller ends up at Georgia, Ohio
State will finish with a 21-man class that
ranks fourth in the nation behind Georgia,
Alabama and Texas A&M. It’s the third-
straight top-five class for head coach Ryan
Day.

Signees, Recruits Optimistic
About New Hires

Ohio State has confirmed a number of
new hires since Buckeye Sports Bulletin
last went to press, including associate
head coach for offense and offensive line
coach Justin Frye, cornerbacks coach Tim
Walton and safeties coach Perry Eliano.

Along with these announcements came
news that defensive coordinator Kerry
Coombs, as well as linebackers coach Al
Washington, would not be retained by
Ohio State, in addition to the previous an-
nouncement of offensive line coach Greg
Studrawa parting ways with the Buckeyes.

This leaves anumber of position groups

and as many as 10 class members who
will be learning from a new coach. This
includes linebackers C.J. Hicks and Gabe
Powers; cornerbacks Jyaire Brown and
Ryan Turner; offensive linemen George
Fitzpatrick, Avery Henry, Hinzman and
Tegra Tshabola; safety Kye Stokes; and
safety/linebacker hybrid Sonny Styles.

Though most assistants have been on
the job for only a few days, they've made
sure to make a good impression.

“I had a talk with (Frye) on (Jan. 11),”
Hinzman told 247Sports. “(It went) good.
He seems like a really great coach. I think
he’s coming over to visit soon, so I'm excit-
ed to get to meet him in person.”

Fitzpatrick also indicated he’s looking
forward to working with the staff, tweeting
“Let's work coach!” in response to Frye
updating his Twitter profile to reflect his
employment with the Buckeyes.

The new staff has already been in con-
tact with a number of recruits as well.
Windsor (Conn.) Loomis Chaffee School
four-star offensive tackle Olaus Alinen
told 247 Sports that he had a good conver-
sation with Frye.

“I liked him,” Alinen said. “He seems
like a straightforward, honest guy who is
all about building relationships and devel-
oping players.

“He was talking about how he'’s excit-
ed to be at Ohio State and start building a
relationship with me,” he continued. “He
was also talking about his recruiting phi-
losophy, and then we chatted a bit about
my background.”

Legacy Recruit Smith
Commits To Ohio State

Ohio State earned its fourth commit-
ment of 2023, as Dublin (Ohio) Coffman
three-star defensive lineman Will Smith
Jr. (6-3, 260), the son of the late Ohio State
and NFL defensive end Will Smith, com-
mitted to the Buckeyes Jan. 23, just nine
days after receiving an offer.

The elder Smith played for Ohio State
from 2000-03, helping lead the Buckeyes
to the 2002 BCS national championship.
In 2003, he was named first-team All-Big
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ASK AN ANALYST

With Zack Carpenter of Lettermen Row

Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove four-star defensive line-
man Christen Miller is set to announce his college decision
on National Signing Day. Where does Ohio State stand with
the Georgia product, and what’s the final verdict?

“Miller's recruitment has been one of the most back-and-
forth of the entire 2022 cycle. He's one of those players who ab-
solutely loves the recruiting game and loves to make fans believe
one thing one day and another the next. But | also think he was
genuinely torn about whether he wanted to choose Ohio State or
stay home with the Bulldogs. This one has always felt like Geor-
gia to me, and that's where my official prediction is going to stay
heading to the Feb. 2 signing day.”

Ohio State welcomed 11 early enrollees in the last cou-
ple of weeks. Among those, who do you feel will have the
biggest impact for the Buckeyes?

“The obvious answers are Kettering (Ohio) Alter five-star
linebacker C.J. Hicks, Pickerington (Ohio) Central five-star line-
backer/safety Sonny Styles and Draper (Utah) Corner Canyon

four-star quarterback Devin Brown. Styles and Hicks both have
All-American potential, and | think they will help Jim Knowles
bring back a nastiness and swagger to that defense that has
been lacking. It just won't be right away.

“Styles reclassified from the 2023 class to 2022, and there
should be zero expectations put on him to do anything but devel-
op and grow in his first year.

“Hicks, to me, is a no-doubt prospect whose five-star rank-
ing will shine starting in year two. Linebacker is just such a hard
position to really come in right away and make an impact as a
freshman. But his time will come.

“Brown is the real deal. He wasn't just some throw-in late in
the cycle at quarterback. He is going to give Kyle McCord a real
run for his money in two seasons for the starting spot.

“Non-obvious answers are Acworth (Ga.) Allatoona three-
star tight end Bennett Christian and Chandler (Ariz.) four-star
wide receiver Kyion Grayes. Christian is going to be a stalwart in
a Ryan Day system that loves to use two tight ends, and Grayes

is going to be a two-year starter and fan favorite for the Buckeyes
at receiver. He's not a 4.4 burner, but he's just such a smooth
tactician. He knows how to get open and consistently proves
himself as a pass catcher. He's going to be his quarterback’s fa-
vorite target.”

Former Ohio State defensive coordinator Kerry
Coombs had a great relationship with Phenix City (Ala.)
Central five-star cornerback AJ Harris. With Coombs out,
where does Ohio State stand with one of 2023's top de-
fenders?

“Ohio State is still in the upper echelon of Harris' recruit-
ment. But there is a lot of work to be done - and done relative-
ly quickly. Harris is in no rush to make a decision, but the new
Buckeyes defensive coaches (more specifically Tim Walton and
Perry Eliano) will need to establish a rapport and comfort level
with Harris and his family. Otherwise, | won't be surprised to see
the Buckeyes lose out on Harris even after they were in the cat-
bird seat for a long time."

Ten, Big Ten Defensive Lineman and Play-
er of the Year, and a first-team All-Ameri-
can.

The younger Smith held additional of-
fers from Boston College, Duke, Illinois,
Northwestern and West Virginia, among
others. He's rated the No. 540 overall
prospect in 2023 and the No. 71 defen-
sive lineman, and he visited for a pair of
games this past season against Maryland
and Purdue.

“I've been a Buckeye fan my whole life,”
Smith told 247Sports when asked about
why he committed to Ohio State. “To get
the opportunity to play for the best foot-
ball program at the highest level is unreal.
It really came down to getting to spend
more time with the coaches and in the fa-
cility (on Jan. 22). It felt like home. I really
want to play for these coaches and learn
from them.”

Before committing, he told On3 Sports
that Johnson views him as a defensive
tackle for the Buckeyes.

“He likes the improvement and growth
over the last year and my motor,” Smith
said. He also said that he has spoken with
Knowles and is “looking forward to get-
ting to know him more.”

Given the familial ties, Ohio State was
expected to be the leader for Smith, and
that came to fruition given his short time-
line between being offered and commit-
ting.

“I definitely want to continue to work
hard and strive to be the best like he was,”
Smith said of his late father. “I wouldn’t
say I feel pressure to live up to his legacy.
I feel like football is something that keeps
me connected to him.”

OSU Starting Over
With 2023 CB Harris

Coombs’ second stint with the Buck-
eyes was fraught with questions concern-
ing his ability to coordinate the defense,
but what was never in question was his
recruiting ability.

One of the best relationships he formed
was with Phenix City (Ala.) Central five-
star cornerback AJ Harris, one of the top
defenders in 2023. Harris was originally
set to decide between Alabama, Clem-
son, Georgia, LSU, North Carolina, No-
tre Dame and Ohio State on Jan. 11, his

birthday, and it was thought the Buckeyes
might be the pick.

However, possibly related to uncertain-
ty with Coombs’ job at Ohio State, Harris
has pushed his commitment back indefi-
nitely, and the Buckeyes now have to make
up some ground in his recruitment.

It was initially reported by Eleven War-
riors that new Ohio State defensive coor-
dinator Jim Knowles had yet to reach out
to Harris more than 10 days after his hir-
ing, and AJ’s father Dan said it would have
a big impact on his son’s recruitment.

Ohio State has since reached out to
Harris, and though things seemed tense
at first, the troubled waters seem to have
calmed.

“I was a little disappointed that Coach
Knowles didn’t touch base with us,” Dan
Harris told 247Sports. “But now I un-
derstand completely. The question about
Coach Coombs was going to come up, and
he wouldn’t be able to answer it. But now
we know coach Perry Eliano and Coach
Walton are taking Coach Coombs’ place. |
talked to both of them.

“It was good. Neither one of them had
to sell me on Ohio State,” he continued.
“And neither one had to sell me on them-
selves. I had already done my homework
on them.”

Dan said Eliano and Walton were ex-
pecting to visit AJ’s school and that the
new assistants would have to foster a re-
lationship with his son.

Coombs, meanwhile, has been hired as
Cincinnati’s new cornerbacks coach and
special teams coordinator. Just minutes
after Coombs’ hiring was reported, Harris
tweeted that Cincinnati was now one of
his top schools, indicating that Ohio State
will have to go up against Coombs for the
top prospect.

Eleven Early Enrollees
Arrive On Campus

Ohio State welcomed 11 early enroll-
ees to campus over the last few weeks, al-
lowing them to get an early start on prepa-
ration for their freshman seasons.

The list of early enrollees includes de-
fensive backs Brown, Stokes, Turner, de-

fensive lineman Caden Curry, linebackers
Hicks and Powers, offensive lineman Fitz-
patrick, quarterback Devin Brown, tight
end Bennett Christian, and wide receivers
Caleb Burton and Kyion Grayes.

Recent classes have featured early en-
rollees who earned some playing time in
their freshman seasons — namely defen-
sive end Jack Sawyer, running back TreV-
eyon Henderson and cornerback Denzel
Burke in 2021, as well as wide receiver
Jaxon Smith-Njighba in 2020 — and there
are a few early enrollees in 2022 who
could fight for early snaps.

Hicks and Curry could see snaps at
their respective rotations, similar to the
roles Sawyer and defensive end J.T. Tuim-
oloau operated in this season — not start-
ing, but one of the first ones off the bench.

Christian, meanwhile, could be one of
the few 2022 signees with a chance to
start this season. Even with super senior
Mitch Rossi returning, Jeremy Ruckert is
off to the NFL and Cade Stover is likely
switching back to linebacker, and along
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with the departure of super senior Corey
Rau, this means the Buckeyes are losing
over 80 percent of their snaps at tight end
from last season.

Christian is known not necessarily as
an electric pass catcher but for his block-
ing ability, which remains the focus for
tight ends in Ohio State’s offense. Rossi
will be penciled in as the starter for now,
but with the chance for Christian to get in-
volved with spring practice, he’ll enter the
season with as good a chance as any other
tight end to get the starting nod.

Five-Star '23 Receiver Inniss
Prepares For Spring Visit

Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy five-
star wide receiver Carnell Tate (6-2, 185)
has been the focus for Ohio State in 2023,
but a new fighter has entered the arena
with Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) American
Heritage five-star receiver Brandon Inniss
(6-0, 190), who is set to visit the Buckeyes
this spring.

Inniss decommitted from Oklahoma in
November following the Sooners’ coach-
ing change, and Ohio State is considered
among his top schools for the second
round of his recruitment along with Ala-
bama, Miami (Fla.) and USC, where for-
mer Sooners coach Lincoln Riley is now
coaching.

It will be a fight to the finish for Inniss,
ranked the No. 9 overall prospect and the
top receiver in 2023, but Ohio State will
be able to make a strong impression if it
can lock in an upcoming trip to campus.

“I think I'm going to get back out there

in the spring,” Inniss told Eleven Warriors.
“Around that time, I'll be back.”

Inniss had positive words about all four
of his top schools, but it appears wide re-
ceivers coach and newly minted passing
game coordinator Brian Hartline has left
a strong impression on him.

“Coach Hartline is like no other coach,”
Inniss said. “He breaks down the game to
you in a way that no other coach will. It’s
amazing to see what their receivers do in
and out every single year.”

Sampson Lists
Bucks In Top Five

Ohio State is in on New Bern, N.C,,
four-star defensive lineman Keith Samp-
son Jr. (6-3, 285), one of the top linemen in
2023, who listed the Buckeyes in his top
five released Jan. 15.

“Since Ohio State offered, we have
built a strong relationship,” he told On3
Sports. “I talked to Coach Day a lot, and
he’s made a big impression on me. Coach
Johnson is a great coach too, and we talk a
good bit. Defensive assistant Nick Sebas-
tian is like a big brother to me too. We talk
every day.”

Sampson is rated the No. 206 overall
prospect and No. 30 defensive lineman in
his class, and he included the Buckeyes
alongside Clemson, Florida State, N.C.
State and South Carolina.

The Buckeyes offered Sampson on
April 8, 2021, and he has taken visits to
Ohio State, N.C. State and South Caro-
lina. His commitment timeline goes into
the next fall football season, as he plans
to take all of his official visits during the
season and then make a decision.
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“I want to focus on my team and getting
healthy first,” he said. “Recruiting stressed
me out a little last season, so I am looking
at things a little differently now.”

OSU Likely Out On
OU Decommit Webb

Inniss is not the only Oklahoma de-
commit whom Ohio State is keyed in on
right now. Jacksonville (Fla.) Trinity Chris-
tian Academy running back Treyaun Webb
(6-0, 188) decommitted from the Sooners
in November, but while he was initially in
contact with the Buckeyes, they appear to
have fallen off the map for the four-star
running back.

Webb told 247Sports’ Steve Wiltfong
that Georgia, Michigan, Oregon, Penn
State and USC are among the schools he’s
had the most contact with.

He’s publicly indicated that Georgia is
the leader right now. Before committing to
Oklahoma, he was committed to the Bull-
dogs, pledging verbally back in November
2019 and later decommitting in January
2021.

Ohio State is looking to take a pair
of running backs in 2023, with the focus
right now on Lehigh Acres (Fla.) Senior
five-star Richard Young (5-11, 200) and
Roswell (Ga.) Blessed Trinity Catholic
four-star Justice Haynes (5-10, 200).

Offers at running back are also out to
El Campo, Texas, five-star Rueben Ow-
ens (5-11, 190), Orlando (Fla.) Edgewa-
ter four-star Cedric Baxter Jr. (6-1, 215),
Waco (Texas) Connally four-star Tre Wis-
ner (5-11, 180) and Charlotte (N.C.) Julius
L. Chambers four-star Daylan Smothers
(5-11, 182).

Hoffler Makes Second
Visit To Columbus

Ohio State welcomed Atlanta Wood-
ward Academy four-star defensive line-
man AJ Hoffler (6-5, 245) for his second
visit to the school over the weekend of Jan.
20.

Hoffler, rated the No. 262 overall pros-
pect in 2023 and the No. 41 defensive
lineman, previously visited on Nov. 20,

2021, and received his “dream offer” at
that time.

“They’re the school leading my recruit-
ment right now,” Hoffler told On3 Sports.
“To know they want me back really means
a lot. I've been talking to Larry Johnson
once or twice a week.”

He holds additional offers from Au-
burn, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Mich-
igan State, Penn State and Texas, but it
doesn’t appear that any other schools have
made a significant impression on Hoffler.

Even the staffing changes at Ohio
State, which have cost the Buckeyes with
some recruits such as Harris, haven't im-
pacted Hoffler.

“I haven't been too concerned with
the new hires,” Hoffler said. “Especially
because I know they're all great coaches.
They still lead over everyone else. I don'’t
see that changing soon unless something
happens with Coach Johnson.”

Hoffler has not set a timeline for his
commitment, but if he were to pull the
trigger soon, it appears Ohio State would
be the pick. Wiltfong issued a crystal ball
prediction for Hoffler to the Buckeyes fol-
lowing his offer.

Day, Frye, Dennis Visit
Montgomery Brothers

Ohio State brought the cavalry to an
Ohio high school Friday night basketball
game Jan. 14 between Findlay and Lima
Senior, with Day, Frye and quarterbacks
coach Corey Dennis stopping in to see
2023 four-star offensive lineman Luke
Montgomery (6-5, 260) and 2025 quarter-
back Ryan Montgomery (6-3, 180).

Luke is rated the No. 63 overall pros-
pect in the class and the No. 6 offensive
tackle, and he holds offers from Alabama,
Clemson, Michigan, Notre Dame, Oklaho-
ma and Penn State, among others.

“That means a lot for Ryan and me,”
Luke told 247Sports. “Them and Michi-
gan came, so it meant a lot. It was great to
see all of them here.”

Long viewed as a battle between Ohio
State and Notre Dame, Luke indicated he
plans to take “three or four” official visits
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A Look Back At Recruiting From The Pages Of BSB

35 Years Ago - 1987

Perhaps gaining the most attention among the elite of Ohio
high school senior football players was Cincinnati CAPE run-
ning back Carlos Snow. The 5-10, 200-pound Snow was the
Ohio Class AA back of the year the previous two seasons and
had gained 7,856 yards in his four-year prep career.

However, contrary to rumors, he had not yet decided on his
future school.

"That is not true,’ said CAPE coach Steve Sheehan when
asked about a rumor that Snow and teammate Vincent Clark,
an outstanding defensive back, had made a commitment
to Ohio State before departing Columbus after their visit the
weekend of Jan. 16-18. “I did speak to them when they came
back. Vinny was more vocal about it than Carlos. But they both
liked it and I'm sure OSU is still in the picture. Vinny was just
more vocal about it than Carlos was.

Sheehan, who had guided the CAPE Crusaders to a Division
Il state championship, said the lack of emotion from Snow was
his nature.

“Although when he came back from Georgia, he was sing-
ing its praises,” Sheehan said. “"He really liked it. He really did.
| don't know if that's because he had never seen Georgia and
he's been to Ohio State a couple of times. You just don't know.”

30 Years Ago - 1992

The latest players to come on board the Ohio State recruit-
ing juggernaut included two of the most highly recruited in-
state players - defensive lineman Luke Fickell of Columbus
DeSales and tight end D.J. Jones of Lebanon.

Fickell had been expected to wait until after a Jan. 24-25 visit
to Notre Dame to make a public announcement of his decision,
but the recruiting grind had started to affect his performance in
wrestling and he moved up his announcement.

“This is a big relief, Fickell told BSB. “It was beginning to
wear on me a little bit, so I'm glad to get the announcement
behind me. I'm from right here in Columbus, and I've followed
the Buckeyes as long as | can remember. | just wanted to be a
part of it all”

25 Years Ago - 1997

Ohio State welcomed just one player - Long Beach (Calif.)
Poly wide receiver Ken-Yon Rambo - for an official visit over the
weekend of Jan. 17.

Rambo (6-1,190), who was hosted by fellow Californian wide
receiver Michael Wiley, had Ohio State leading over nearby
USC.

“It was cool. It was a real nice visit,’ Rambo said. “It opened
up my eyes about some things. | didn't know the city and the
area was so big/

Rambo told BSB there were two big reasons that he favored
the Buckeyes.

“There's two things - the receivers they have there now and
how many they've developed recently,’ Rambo said in refer-
ence to the likes of Terry Glenn, Chris Sanders and Joey Gallo-
way starring in the NFL.

20 Years Ago - 2002

Quarterback Justin Zwick was already committed to Ohio
State's class of 2002, but with the transfer of redshirt freshman
quarterback Rick McFadden to Akron, the Buckeyes were much
more interested in Cleveland Glenville's Troy Smith.

Smith (6-1, 205) was making an official visit to lowa Jan. 21-
22 then was due to visit OSU Jan. 26. He had seen West Virgin-
ia, Michigan State and Toledo previously.

OSU was recruiting him as an athlete, but Smith told BSB
the staff had softened its stance and said it would consider him
as a quarterback. He was ranked Ohio's 13th-best prospect by
The Ohio Football Recruiting News.

15 Years Ago - 2007

Immokalee, Fla., linebacker Brian Rolle verbally committed
to the Buckeyes, but whether he ended up in Columbus re-
mained to be seen.

Rolle verbaled to the Buckeyes Dec. 12, 2006, after being
torn between OSU and the Florida Gators, and while a self-im-
posed deadline of Jan. 12 for the Gators to offer him an official
visit came and went without a phone call, that did not mean
the Gators were backing off him. It also did not mean that other
schools had stopped calling him.

"The Florida coaches visited me (Jan. 17)," Rolle told BSB.
“(Offensive line/tight ends) coach Steve Addazio was here.
Florida State dropped in the picture. Actually, (Jan. 16) | got a
call and they want me to visit and I'm thinking to myself, ‘It's
a bit too late for that, and then my coach told me that Miami
might offer me now.

"Honestly, | just look at my chances. | know I'm going to
Ohio State, true enough, but if Florida State, Florida and Miami
(Fla.) were to offer, | would probably just weigh out my options.”

10 Years Ago - 2012
Urban Meyer received a rare dose of bad news when he
learned five-star quarterback Jameis Winston of Hueytown,

Ala., would not make his scheduled trip to Ohio State the week-
end of Jan. 21.

“Jameis will not be taking that official visit to Ohio State,’
Hueytown head coach Matt Scott told then-Scout.com’s Bill
Greene. "I spoke to (quarterbacks coach and offensive coor-
dinator) Tom Herman and told him he wouldn't be coming. |
have to say Tom did a great job getting Jameis back interested
in Ohio State!

Winston, a 6-4, 200-pound dual-threat signal-caller rated
No. 2 at his position in the nation, was committed to Florida
State but continued to check out other schools to make sure he
made the right decision in his pledge to the Seminoles.

Five Years Ago - 2017

Lexington, Ohio, defense end Cade Stover, a class of 2019
prospect, held just two offers early in the process, but he got
interest from some top schools, including Ohio State.

Stover held offers from Kentucky and Miami (Ohio), but
schools such as Ohio State and Notre Dame were on his radar
as well.

“I'm also hearing from Ohio State, and Coach Meyer was in
my school last week,” he told Greene. "I visited there last year
for the Northwestern game. Having Coach Meyer at the school
was pretty amazing, and he only said hello to me. | have a lot of
interest in Ohio State, and Coach Meyer wants me to come to a
junior day in a few weeks.

One Year Ago - 2021

Ohio State's record 15 early enrollees were welcomed to
campus Jan. 22-24, though they did not receive the usual wel-
come that a Buckeye would due to the coronavirus pandemic.

In-person classes were pushed back, meaning enrollees ar-
rived on campus later than normal, and they were also required
to quarantine for one week prior to gaining entry to the Woody
Hayes Athletic Center.

“It's a very unique situation for them to be here with no stu-
dents and to have to quarantine,’ head coach Ryan Day said
during a conference call on Jan. 22. “It's not ideal. | told Jesse
(Mirco) it only gets better from here. He's going from Australia
to here. It was 28 degrees the other day, no students on campus
and they were quarantined for a week. It can’t get any worse.
He's excited to be here.”

around April, as he said he wants to enter
his senior year having already committed
to a school.

Ryan has yet to be ranked by any re-
cruiting services, but his offer list still
includes Georgia Tech, Michigan, Notre
Dame, Penn State, Tennessee and Toledo.

“It's awesome for the opportunity for
them to come and watch us play,” he said.
“It’s definitely a big deal.

“I love (Ohio State) from an offensive
standpoint,” he continued. “Who wouldn’t
want to pass the ball (there) as a quarter-
back? (CJ. Stroud)’s numbers he put up
are awesome. | love their offense, the tem-
po they have, and looking forward to keep-
ing building a relationship with them.”

Ryan said he does not have a definitive
timeline, though one possibility is commit-
ting before his junior year.

Other Notes And Tidbits

e Milton (Mass.) Academy four-star
tight end Andrew Rappleyea (6-4, 215)
committed to Michigan on Jan. 16 over his
other top schools that consisted of Bos-
ton College, North Carolina, Ohio State,
Penn State, Wake Forest and Wisconsin.
The Wolverines were late to the party, of-
fering Rappleyea just weeks ago on Dec.
24, but Rappleyea told 247 Sports he had
developed strong relationships with the
staff and looked forward to the way he'd
be used in the offense.

e Ohio State offered Fayetteville (Ga.)
Whitewater four-star linebacker Raul Agu-
irre (6-2, 220) on Jan. 20. He'’s rated the
No. 120 overall prospect in 2023 and the

No. 8 linebacker. He holds additional of-
fers from Georgia, Miami (Fla.), Michigan
State, Oregon and Tennessee, among oth-
ers.

e The Buckeyes offered Many, La.,
four-star linebacker Tackett Curtis (6-2,
218) on Jan. 18. He's rated the No. 64 over-
all prospect and the fifth-best linebacker
in 2023. He holds offers from Clemson,
Florida, Georgia, LSU, Miami (Fla.), Mich-
igan, Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Penn State
and Texas A&M, among others.

e Ohio State offered Bradenton (Fla.)
IMG Academy five-star athlete Samuel
M’Pemba (6-4, 230) on Jan. 19. He's rat-
ed the No. 15 overall prospect in 2023
and the No. 1 athlete, though M'Pemba
has played at wide receiver and defensive
end for IMG Academy. He holds addition-
al offers from Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Michigan, Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Ore-
gon, Penn State, Texas and Texas A&M,
among others.

e Hartline is again looking to bring
in top wide receiver talent, as Ohio State
offered Houston Langham Creek four-star
wide receiver Jaquaize Pettaway (5-11,
170) on Jan. 20. He’s rated the No. 42
overall prospect in 2023 and the No. 8
wide receiver. He holds additional offers
from Alabama, Florida, Michigan State,
Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Penn State, Tex-
as and Texas A&M, among others.

e Ohio State offered Columbus (Ga.)
Carver four-star defensive lineman Dar-
ron Reed (6-5, 260) on Jan. 21. He's rated
the No. 286 overall prospect in 2023 and
the No. 45 defensive lineman. He holds

additional offers from Clemson, Georgia,
Kentucky, Miami (Fla.), Michigan State,
Tennessee and USC, among others.

e Dipping back into the receivers,
Ohio State offered Rolesville, N.C., four-
star wide receiver Noah Rogers (6-1, 180)
on Jan. 12. He’s rated the No. 55 over-
all prospect and No. 10 wide receiver in
2023. He holds offers from Clemson,
Michigan, Michigan State, Notre Dame,
Oregon, Penn State and N.C. State, of
which there is one crystal ball prediction
for Rogers to the Wolfpack.

¢ Ohio State offered Houston Dekaney
four-star wide receiver Jonah Wilson (6-1,
195) on Jan. 20. He’s rated the No. 228
overall prospect in 2023 and the No. 28
wide receiver. He holds additional offers
from Baylor, Pittsburgh, Purdue and Tex-
as A&M, among others.

e Ohio State offered Upper Marlboro
(Md.) Charles Herbert Flowers four-star
defensive end Desmond Umeozulu (6-5,
220) on Jan. 19. He’s rated the No. 307
overall prospect in 2023 and the No. 25
defensive end. He holds additional offers
from Kentucky, Michigan State, Oklaho-
ma and Ole Miss, among others.

e One of Frye’s first offers with Ohio
State was Roswell (Ga.) Centennial four-
star offensive tackle Daniel Calhoun on
Jan. 20. He is rated by 247Sports as the
No. 74 overall prospect in 2024 and the
No. 2 tackle. He has additional offers from
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Michigan,
Michigan State, Oklahoma, Ole Miss and
Tennessee.

e Another 2024 prospect Ohio State

offered is Atlanta Woodward Academy
linebacker Myles Graham on Jan. 20. He
has not been assigned a rating yet from
247Sports, but he holds offers from Al-
abama, Georgia, Ole Miss and Texas,
among others.

e Ohio State offered Temple (Texas)
Lake Belton wide receiver Micah Hudson
(6-0, 186) on Jan. 18. 247Sports rates
him the No. 63 overall prospect in 2024
and the No. 13 wide receiver in his class,
though he does not yet hold a composite
rating. He holds additional offers from
Baylor, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Texas,
among others.

e The Buckeyes offered Washington
(D.C.) Friendship Collegiate Academy de-
fensive lineman Dylan Stewart (6-4, 220)
on Jan. 20. He has not been assigned a
rating from 247Sports, but he holds of-
fers from Boston College, Maryland, N.C.
State and Penn State, among others.

e Ohio State offered Moultrie (Ga.)
Colquitt County four-star tight end
Landen Thomas (6-4, 210), one of the top
tight ends in 2024, on Jan. 13. 247Sports
rates him the No. 1 tight end and the No.
18 overall prospect in his class. He holds
offers from Florida, Florida State, Geor-
gia, LSU, Penn State, Tennessee and Tex-
as A&M, among others.

e Issuing its third offer in 2025, Ohio
State offered Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dil-
lard defensive lineman Armondo Blount
(6-3, 230) on Jan. 19. Blount holds offers
from Florida State, lowa State and Miami
(Fla.).
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Frye Takes On Big Ten Recruiting Challenge

By BRADEN MOLES
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Ohio State will have a new leader on
the offensive line this upcoming season, as
longtime coach Greg Studrawa was let go
after six seasons in Columbus.

Studrawa was hired by former coach Ur-
ban Meyer in 2016 and kept on by current
head coach Ryan Day when he took over for
the 2019 season, and it's been an up-and-
down tenure for the Fostoria, Ohio, native.

Once he got to Ohio State after previ-
ous stops at Maryland, LSU and Bowling
Green, Studrawa helped develop a number
of linemen to the NFL, including Wyatt Da-
vis, Jonah Jackson, Jamarco Jones, Michael
Jordan, Josh Myers, Billy Price and Isaiah
Prince.

“Studrawa’s offensive line development
was really good, especially on the interior,”
Lettermen Row’s Zack Carpenter told BSB.
“He was able to show recruits that he has
proven himself as a hands-on coach, and he
connected well with his players once they
were in the program.”

But play on the offensive line had dipped
in recent years due to a combination of de-
velopment issues and personnel decisions,
including this past season when the Buck-
eyes opted to start four true tackles on the
offensive line, kicking Thayer Munford and
Paris Johnson Jr. inside in an attempt to get
the five best linemen on the field.

At best, results were mixed. Pass protec-
tion took a step forward as the line allowed
just 17 sacks, tied for 15th fewest in the
country, though six combined sacks were
given up in losses to Oregon and Michigan.

The rushing attack looked strong to be-
gin the season with open lanes for running
backs TreVeyon Henderson and Miyan Wil-
liams, but as the season progressed, the
lanes got smaller and the team’s yards per
carry dipped, especially against top-tier op-
ponents faced down the stretch.

All the while, recruiting on the offensive
line has taken a similar hit. After Ohio State
signed five top-100 linemen in Studrawa’s
first three classes from 2017-19, just two
were signed from 2020-22.

Numbers have also been down of late,
with just seven offensive linemen signed in
the last two classes, assuming Hammond
(Wisc.) Saint Croix Central four-star Car-
son Hinzman indeed signs on National
Signing Day.

“I don't think he's ever loved recruit-
ing, just from things I've heard,” Buckeye
Scoop’s Alex Gleitman told BSB. “This is
not firsthand, so take it for what it's worth,
but I just think he didn’t have that self-start-
ing motivation as a recruiter. I don’t think
he was crazy on top of things, and I just
don't think he enjoyed that part of the job
that much. He did what he had to do.”

Taking Studrawa’s place at Ohio State
will be former UCLA offensive coordinator
and offensive line coach Justin Frye, whose
hiring was announced Jan. 11. Frye will
operate as the associate head coach for of-
fense and coach the offensive line.

He spent four seasons with the Bru-
ins under head coach Chip Kelly and had
previous stops at Boston College, Temple,

Florida and Indiana. Day and Frye worked
together for a season at Temple (2012) and
for two years at Boston College (2013-14).

“I think it’s a really good hire,” Gleitman
said. “I spoke to a bunch of people who
knew Justin while he was at Boston Col-
lege, and they spoke really highly of him.
They think he's a guy who could be a future
head coach one day, and not everyone can
do that. When you talk about him as an of-
fensive line coach and being able to develop
talent and understand the game and help
them understand the game, that’s going to
be big.”

In Frye’s four full recruiting cycles at
UCLA, including the classes of 2019-22,
the Bruins brought in 11 total prospects on
the offensive line, highlighted by four-star
guard Sean Rhyan, rated the No. 74 over-
all prospect in 2019 and the second-best
guard in his class.

Dating back to his days with the Eagles,
which began when he was hired in Decem-
ber of 2012, Frye has recruited 31 offen-
sive linemen in nine classes, all but two
of whom were at least three stars, in addi-
tion to transfer Paul Grattan, who started
games for the Bruins the past two seasons.

“When you talk about what he brings on
the recruiting trail, the results aren’t crazy,”
Gleitman said. “It’s not like he’s been bring-
ing five stars into UCLA or Boston College
— that’s OK, though. He now has the Ohio
State brand, so that should immediately
help him get in with the quality recruits that
he’s talking to. I've talked to a number of
different recruits already that have spoken
to him in the 2023 class, and they're really
excited. They can feel the energy.”

Though Frye has spent the better part of

N *

the last decade recruiting on the coasts, he
has extensive experience and roots within
the Midwest. He grew up in Indiana and
played for the Hoosiers from 2002-06 and
was later a graduate assistant for his alma
mater from 2007-08. He later became a
graduate assistant at Florida under then-
head coach Meyer from 2009-10.

Despite his experience in the Midwest,
taking on offensive line recruiting with the
Buckeyes, and the Big Ten as a whole, still
marks a shift for Frye in that expectations
will be higher than ever.

“He’s recruited the area at various stops
he’s been at. He's a Midwest guy through
and through his whole life, so that will proj-
ect and that’s authentic, and so [ don’t think
there’s really a concern about his ability to
recruit the Midwest,” Gleitman said. “But
I'll tell you this — while there’s definitely go-
ing to be plenty of targets inside the Mid-
west region that he'll be going after, his
experience at Boston College on the East
Coast and UCLA on the West Coast, and
at Temple in Philadelphia and New Jersey,
that’s certainly going to be valuable for him
because Ohio State is a national brand.

“The expectation (at Ohio State) is you
get the high four-stars, the five-star type
guys, you bring them in, and you develop
them into what they’re supposed to be,” he
continued. “Here or there you take some
middle-ranked Ohio guys or regional guys
or high upside guys, but the level of expec-
tation of the type of recruit you bring in at
Ohio State — if he signs the guys he got at
UCLA and Boston College, it's going to be a
massive disappointment at Ohio State.”

Frye has already jumped in headfirst,
reaching out to a number of 2023 offen-

PHOTO COURTESY OF UCLA ATHLETICS
NEW TO THIS — Ohio State offensive line coach Justin Frye hasn't recruited at a blue-blood program before, but
his experience on both coasts and in the Midwest is a major positive among recruiting analysts. He's already hit the
ground running, speaking to several key Ohio State line targets since his arrival.

sive line recruits, according to Carpenter,
the chief-most being Huber Heights (Ohio)
Wayne four-star commit Josh Padilla, who
helps to give Frye an early start in his first
class with the Buckeyes.

He’s also been in contact with a num-
ber of prospects, including Ramsey (N.J.)
Don Bosco Prep four-star Chase Bisontis;
Orlando (Fla.) Dr. Phillips four-star Pay-
ton Kirkland; Findlay, Ohio, four-star Luke
Montgomery; Brockton (Mass.) Thayer
Academy four-star Samson Okunlola; and
Des Moines (Iowa) Southeast Polk five-star
Kadyn Proctor.

“He'’s already hit the phones and the
road in earnest, reaching out to and/or visit-
ing pretty much every top 2023 target at of-
fensive line,” Carpenter said. “Recruits thus
far have liked the fact that he’s young and
enthusiastic — but not over the top — and
that he comes off as a genuinely good dude
who backs it up with in-depth knowledge of
the position.”

Moving to a national brand, Frye will
certainly run into new challenges recruiting
against some of the top schools in the coun-
try, but it marks a potential shift for Ohio
State when recruiting on the offensive line
had become stagnant in recent years.

“They've obviously gotten talent because
they’re Ohio State, and the guys who played
for (Studrawa) do like him — there’s nothing
wrong with him — but I just think that there
are some guys like Justin Frye who are a lit-
tle bit younger and understand that part of
the game is extremely important in college
football,” Gleitman said. “They just might
have a little bit more success when it comes
to recruiting (with Frye).”
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BUCKEYES IN THE NFL

Vrabel Makes Jump From Player To Coach

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The NFL is dotted with former Ohio
State players who are standouts such as
Joey and Nick Bosa and potential stars
like Justin Fields. But only one ex-Buckeye
currently has transitioned from playing for
the Scarlet and Gray to being an NFL head
coach as Mike Vrabel of the Tennessee Ti-
tans has done.

Between those two successful careers
he was a decorated NFL player with three
Super Bowl rings for the New England Pa-
triots (2001, '03 and '04).

Vrabel, 46, is 41-24 (.631) in four regu-
lar seasons coaching the Titans, finishing
atop the AFC South the past two seasons
and earning the No. 1 conference seed this
season with a 12-5 record despite using an
NFL-record 91 players due to injuries and
COVID-19 issues.

He owns a 2-3 playoff record. The Titans
in his second season lost to the Kansas
City Chiefs in the 2019 AFC championship
game. This season, Tennessee lost to the
Cincinnati Bengals and former OSU quar-
terback Joe Burrow on Jan. 22 in a division-
al playoff game.

“I think we are always looking for more,”
Vrabel said prior to the game with the Ben-
gals. “Our goal is to win championships.”

Although the Ohio State media guide
states that Vrabel is the only former Buck-
eye player to be a head coach in the NFL,
that’s inaccurate.

Sid Gillman, who played for OSU from
1931-33 and was an assistant from 1938-
40, was elected to the College Football and
Pro Football halls of fame as a head coach.
He compiled an 81-19-2 record at Miami
(Ohio) University and Cincinnati, and his
pro mark in the NFL and AFL was 123-
104-7.

He'’s considered one of the NFLs great-
est offensive innovators of the last century,
and his coaching tree extends to Bruce Ar-
ians, head coach of the 2021 Super Bowl
champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Of course, one of the greatest coaches
has ties to Ohio State, although not as a
player. Paul Brown was a winner at every
level in the state and was a Pro Football
Hall of Fame inductee in 1967.

He coached the Buckeyes from 1941-
43, including the 1942 national champi-
onship. He also the founded the Cleveland
Browns and the Cincinnati Bengals and
was dubbed the “father of the modern of-
fense.”

There have been less successful moves
for Buckeye coaches to the pro ranks from
college. Notably, Lou Holtz and Urban Mey-
er each lasted just 13 games as head coach-
es in the NFL.

Holtz was an assistant for Woody Hayes
in 1968 when the Buckeyes won the na-
tional championship. Holtz was 3-10 as the
New York Jets boss in 1976 before return-
ing to the college sidelines for a long and
storied career.

Meyer led the Buckeyes to the first
College Football Playoff title for the 2014
season, his third year in charge. He retired
after the 2018 season but came back for a
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FILE PHOTO
LEADING THE PACK — No Buckeye has had more success as an NFL coach
than Mike Vrabel, who led the Tennessee Titans to the No. 1 AFC seed in 2021.

disastrous 2-11 mark for the Jacksonville
Jaguars in 2021 before being fired.

That brings it back to Vrabel. The out-
side linebacker retired from Kansas City
after the 2010 season following 14 years
with the Pittsburgh Steelers, Patriots and
Chiefs.

He was coaxed to Columbus to be the
linebackers coach by his friend and former
OSU teammate Luke Fickell, who was
named head coach for the 2011 season fol-
lowing the firing of Jim Tressel.

While Vrabel had considered playing
in the NFL in the 2011 season, he just
couldn’t say no to Fickell, who had been
his host when he came to Ohio State on
a recruiting visit and was the best man at
Vrabel’s wedding.

Vrabel, a defensive end, played for the
Buckeyes from 1993-96, and in each of his
final two seasons he was an All-American
and Big Ten Defensive Lineman of the Year.

Fickell’s tenure lasted one season be-
fore Meyer was hired. Meyer decided to
keep Vrabel on staff for the next two sea-
sons, but in 2014 Vrabel departed to be-
come linebackers coach for Houston Tex-
ans’ head coach Bill O'Brien.

Vrabel was elevated to defensive coordi-
nator in 2017 was named head coach of the
Titans on Jan. 20, 2018.

His reputation is one of being hard on
the players but always keeping the line of
communication open.

“He truly is genuinely caring about
each individual player on this team what-
ever their role might be, whatever situation
they're going through,” said Titans defen-
sive coordinator Shane Bowen. “I think
when you care about guys, that's when you
start to earn their trust and their respect.”

Vrabel stressed during this season that
with so much roster upheaval every player
had a defined role.

“You try to make sure that everybody is
prepared and ready to go when they come
in at the beginning of the week,” he said.
“You come in and you show up Monday. You

tell the guys who come into this meeting,
‘You better be prepared as you work your
way through the next couple days to play in
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the game, because anything can happen.

The Patriot Way

Vrabel coaches the way he played. New
England Patriots coach Bill Belichick said
this upon trading him to the Chiefs in Feb-
ruary 2009:

“Mike Vrabel epitomizes everything a
coach could seek in a professional football
player: toughness, intelligence, playmak-
ing, leadership, versatility and consistency
at the highest level.”

Vrabel, by the way, is 2-0 vs. his former
coach, including a 20-13 wild-card round
victory in 2019 in Tom Brady’s final game
with the Patriots.

Of the seven head coaches hired in
2018, only Vrabel and Frank Reich of the
Indianapolis Colts are still on the job.

“He’s done a great job since he's been
there, and I'm not surprised at all with it,”
former Houston Texans coach David Culley
said of Vrabel. “His football team emulates
who he is and what he is as a person and
as a coach.”

Vrabel is not afraid to make changes. He
went with his gut feeling and replaced for-
mer Heisman Trophy winner Marcus Mar-
iota at quarterback with Ryan Tannehill
midway through the 2019 season, and he’s
been the starter since.

“(Vrabel) paints a great picture for us
of what it’s going to take to win games and
then holds us to that standard,” Tennessee
offensive coordinator Todd Downing said.
“That’s all you could ever ask for out of a
head coach, tell me what you need from me
to help this team win and then hold me ac-
countable to doing it.”

This season Vrabel had to adjust on the
fly, especially with the loss of star running
back Derrick Henry for much of the season.

Vrabel is the front-runner for the AP
Coach of the Year which will be announced
Feb. 10 as part of the NFL Honors show.

No coach in franchise history, which goes
back to more than 60 years with the Hous-
ton Qilers of the AFL, has won the award.

“That may be interesting, but it is not
important,” Vrabel said after the regular
season ended. “We have to focus on things
that are important. That is trying to play
better and prepare, just because any mis-
takes are magnified in the playoffs against
good teams.”

As he tries to deflect attention away
from himself, others won'’t let that happen.

“We've talked about the record of having
so many different guys play for our team
and still be able to string together wins
against playoff quality teams,” Titans safe-
ty Kevin Byard said. “I think that résumé
deserves huge consideration for coach of
the year.”

Pro Football Talk has already anointed
Vrabel its top coach for 2021:

“Titans coach Mike Vrabel, employing
the ‘no excuses’ mind-set he surely learned
during his time as a player on the Patriots,
did not miss a beat when his team lost run-
ning back Derrick Henry, news that came a
day after the Titans seemingly wrapped up
the AFC South by completing a sweep of
the Colts on Halloween.

“Along the way, the Titans utilized more
players than any team in NFL history, a re-
cord that was broken way back in Week 12.
... So, yes, Vrabel earned it.”

His ascension as one of the top coach-
es was predicted 11 years ago by Chiefs
general manager Scott Pioli upon Vrabel’s
retirement.

“His genuine love for the game, his
preparation, his work ethic, leadership and
dependability are qualities you want from
every player,” Pioli said. “He is a champion
in every sense of the word and I'm confi-
dent all of these qualities will make him a
great coach. I cannot overstate my respect
for him as a person and a football player.”
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BIG TEN NOTES

Wisconsin Eyes Ravens Assistant Engram As OC

Wisconsin head football coach Paul
Chryst is reportedly looking to bring in
someone he is quite familiar with as the
Badgers’ next offensive coordinator. Three
days after Wisconsin posted a job opening
for offensive coordinator, ESPN reported
that Chryst hoped to hire Baltimore Ravens
tight end coach Bobby Engram.

After coaching wide receivers for his first
five seasons (2014-18), Engram worked
with the tight ends for his last three years
with the Ravens.

BIG TEN
NOTES

Joe Dempsey

Engram, who is the father of current
Badger defensive back Dean Engram,
coached wide receivers under Chryst at
Pittsburgh in 2012 and 2013. He lacks ex-
perience as a coordinator, but Chryst plans
to remain heavily involved in the offensive
game plan, according to the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel.

Additionally, inside linebackers coach
Bob Bostad will shift to offensive line coach
to replace Joe Rudolph, who left after the
Las Vegas Bowl to coach the offensive line
at Virginia Tech. Bostad previously held that
role from 2008-11.

Minnesota Picks
Up DT Transfer

Minnesota picked up the commitment of
Harvard defensive tackle Chris Smith, who
was a first-team All-Ivy League honoree in
2021.

The 6-3, 300-pound interior lineman
totaled 40 tackles (13 solo), five tackles for
loss, 3'2 sacks, three quarterback hurries
and two forced fumbles in his final year with
the Crimson. The Detroit native conclud-
ed his Harvard career with 72 tackles, 72
TFL, and 5Y2 sacks in 29 games.

As a graduate transfer, Smith will have
one year of eligibility remaining with the
Golden Gophers. He became the third de-
fensive lineman that head coach PJ. Fleck
and his staff have added through the trans-
fer portal this offseason, joining former
Clemson DL Darnell Jeffries and former
Vanderbilt DL Lorenza Surgers.

“I decided to commit to Minnesota last
night because of the culture of the football
program foremost,” Smith said. “And [ want-
ed to be able to play in a top-level defense in
the Big Ten. [ also had head coach PJ. Fleck,
defensive coordinator Joe Rossi and defen-
sive line coach Brick Haley by the house to-
day. They had a great talk with me and my
mom. They just said that next year is a big
year and to come back in the best shape and
condition possible this summer when I ar-
rive at Minnesota.”

Former Gophers RB
Commits To Kansas

Former Minnesota running back Ky
Thomas announced his decision to trans-
fer to Kansas following an impressive 2021
campaign.

Thomas led the Golden Gophers in rush-
ing with 824 yards and scored six touch-
downs, adding six receptions for 44 yards.
In Minnesota’s 18-6 bowl victory over West
Virginia, Thomas earned Guaranteed Rate
Bowl MVP with 144 rushing yards and one
touchdown.

The redshirt freshman from Topeka,
Kan., emerged as a playmaker for Minne-
sota following injuries to fellow tailbacks
Mohamed Ibrahim and Trey Potts. Thomas’
91.6 rushing yards per game ranked sixth
in the Big Ten, while his season total of 824
rushing yards ranked ninth.

Thomas, who was rated a four-star
recruit by 247Sports, ranked as the No.
28 running back nationally and the third-
ranked prosect in his home state for the
2020 class, according to the composite
rankings.

As a high school recruit, Thomas origi-
nally chose the Gophers over offers from
Iowa, Kansas, Kansas State and Louisiana
Tech. Since he entered the transfer portal
on Jan. 3, Thomas reported offers from Col-
orado, Kansas and Purdue before picking
the Jayhawks.

UW Fan Ejected
From NW Game

A Wisconsin fan was ejected from a
men’s basketball game in Evanston Jan. 18
after making anti-Asian gestures toward
Northwestern fans, according to school of-
ficials.

In a video posted to social media, a Bad-
gers fan is seen sitting close to the court,
making racist gestures in the direction of
the Northwestern student section.

“He was taunting students, flipping them
off and, to top it off, did the racist slant-eye
Asian gesture and continued pretty much
the entire first half of the game,” said Debo-
rah Lee, an alumna who took the video from
two rows over.

The man was escorted out of Welsh-Ry-
an Arena by a Northwestern official and po-
lice officer, for which Wisconsin praised its
Big Ten foe.

“Our events should be a place for ev-
eryone to enjoy the excitement of college
sports.” Wisconsin Chancellor Rebecca
Blank said in a statement. “The Universi-
ty of Wisconsin, Northwestern University
and the Big Ten Conference promote good
sportsmanship, appropriate fan behavior
and a welcoming atmosphere for all fans
at all athletic events. Racist behavior at our
venues is unacceptable, and we will take ac-
tion promptly to address it.

“We appreciate Northwestern events
staff promptly removing the man from the
game,” Blank continued. “The ticket-holder
has been identified by the Northwestern and
Wisconsin athletic departments.”

Blank added that the fan is not a current
student or employee at Wisconsin, and he
is no longer permitted to attend future Wis-
consin athletics events and is unable to buy
tickets through the school’s platform.

“He did not seem to have any remorse
at all,” Lee said. “He was doing gestures
throughout the first half. I think I personally
saw it at least a dozen times. He was proud
even as he was leaving to keep making ges-
tures.”
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STAFF SHAKEUP — Wisconsin head coach Paul Chryst (above) is looking to
hire Baltimore Ravens assistant Bobby Engram as UW's new offensive co-
ordinator. He's also moved LBs coach Bob Bostad to the OL coaching role.

lowa’s Clark
Makes History

Iowa womens standout guard Caitlin
Clark became the first Division I men’s or
women’s player to record back-to-back tri-
ple-doubles while scoring 30 or more points
in both games.

She also became the first player in Big
Ten women’s basketball history to post con-
secutive triple-doubles. Clark scored 35
points with 13 rebounds and 11 assists in a
105-49 drubbing of Minnesota after posting
31 points, 10 boards and 10 assists in a 93-
83 victory over Nebraska.

In the Hawkeyes' 56-point beatdown
of the Golden Gophers, Clark’s 35 points
marked the fourth most in D-I women’s
basketball history for a player who record-
ed a triple-double. LSU’s Cornelia Gayden
scored 43 points in a triple-double outing,
and Long Beach State’s Cindy Brown and
Alabama’s Daisha Simmons each had 37 in
their respective triple-double performanc-
es, while Rider’s Stella Johnson scored 35
points like Clark.

Clark scored her 35 points with great ef-
ficiency, connecting on 14 of her 21 shots.
The sophomore standout also scored or
assisted on 60 of the Hawkeyes’ points and
tied a career high in rebounds.

With her back-to-back triple-doubles,
Clark now has four on the season and five
for her career. Penn State’s Suzie McCon-
nell holds the conference record with seven
career triple-doubles, while lowa’s Saman-
tha Logic and Maryland’s Alyssa Thomas
(formerly ACC) both had six.

IU’s Holmes
Undergoes Surgery

Mackenzie Holmes — a standout forward
for the Indiana women’s basketball team —
underwent successful surgery on her left
knee Jan. 20.

FILE PHOTO

“I want to thank you for the outpour of
thoughts and prayers,” Holmes posted on
Twitter. “Your support means everything to
me. I'm going to be back and better in no
time thanks to a great medical team we
have here at IU. In the meantime, I'll be the
loudest one on the bench, continuing to sup-
port my team in the pursuit of the goals we
have set for this season.”

Prior to news of the surgery, Hoosier
head coach Teri Moren said she believed
Holmes might be back by late February or
early March, which would be in time for the
postseason.

Holmes, who was an honorable-mention
All-American as a sophomore, had been
enjoying a dominant junior season before
her injury, averaging 17.9 points and 8.2 re-
bounds per game.

The Hoosiers won two tight contests
without their standout forward to improve
to 14-2 on the season, which includes a pro-
gram-best 6-0 start in Big Ten action.

UW WVB's Rettke
Earns Honor

Dana Rettke, a standout middle block-
er from Wisconsin, was named the Honda
Sport Award winner for volleyball, becom-
ing the first Badger volleyball player to earn
the prestigious national award.

The Honda Sport Award has been pre-
sented annually by the Collegiate Women
Sports Awards for the past 46 years to the
top women athletes in 12 NCAA-sanctioned
sports and signifies “the best of the best in
collegiate athletics.” The winner of the sport
award becomes a finalist for the Collegiate
Woman Athlete of the Year and the presti-
gious 2022 Honda Cup, which will be pre-
sented on a live telecast on CBS Sports on
June 27 at 9 p.m. EST.

Rettke was chosen by a vote of adminis-
trators from more than 1,000 NCAA mem-
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ber schools. Finalists included Louisville’s
Tori Dilfer, Texas' Logan Eggleston and
Minnesota’s Stephanie Samedy.

“It is such an honor to be recognized
alongside so many amazing and influential
women in our sport,” Rettke said. “While
this award has my name on it, it speaks vol-
umes to my team and how great it is. Be-
ing surrounded by inspiring women every
day is a blessing. Thank you to everyone
at Wisconsin for helping me get to where
I am today, because without them nothing
could be possible. Thank you to Honda for
supporting female athletes and recognizing
excellence. It really is an honor.”

Rettke capped an outstanding career
as the 2021 American Volleyball Coach-
es Association (AVCA) National Player
of the Year, becoming the first-ever five-
time AVCA first-team All-American in the
organization’s history. Most recently, she
led the Badgers to their first NCAA na-
tional championship and was named to

the 2021 NCAA all-tournament team for
her efforts.

The 6-8 fifth-year senior middle blocker
led the Big Ten with a .430 hitting percent-
age, which ranked sixth in the country, in
addition to ranking fifth nationally with 1.43
blocks per set.

“What a tremendous honor for Dana to
join the list of great players in our sport who
have won this award over the years,” Wiscon-
sin head coach Kelly Sheffield said. "This is
a tribute to all of the hard work and sacrifice
that Dana has put in over the years and how
she conducts herself and leads, both on and
off the court — not to mention the huge part
her teammates have played in her success
along the way.”

UW Hires Jones For
Soccer Program

Wisconsin decided to hand the keys to
the men’s soccer program to Neil Jones,
who spent the past nine seasons directing

BIG TEN NOTES

the Loyola University Chicago men’s soccer
program.

“We are thrilled to welcome Neil Jones as
our next men’s soccer head coach,” Wiscon-
sin athletic director Chris Mclntosh said.
“He has a proven track record of elevating
the lives of the student-athletes he works
with as individuals and collectively turning
that into team success on and off the play-
ing field. We look forward to him building
on that record of accomplishment here at
Wisconsin.”

At Loyola, Jones won a pair of Mis-
souri Valley Conference championships,
making multiple NCAA tournament ap-
pearances, including the first NCAA win
in program history. He finished 81-54-24
(.585) in his nine years at the helm of the
Ramblers, with his teams also maintain-
ing at least a 3.0 grade-point average in
each campaign.

“Thank you to Chris Mclntosh, (associ-
ate athletic director) Marija Pientka and the

search committee for entrusting me as the
next Wisconsin head men’s soccer coach,’
Jones said. “It was evident throughout my
time on campus that along with the world-
class education, excellent facilities, beauti-
ful campus and the thriving city of Madison,
the people are truly Wisconsin's greatest
asset.

“] am eager to meet the team and get to
work on the pitch with them. The opportu-
nity to work with the group for the entire
spring season will help build the founda-
tion for our first season together this fall.
I'm also excited to connect with our Badger
men’s soccer alumni, who have their finger-
prints all over the rich tradition and champi-
onship history of this program.”

Prior to Loyola, Jones served as associ-
ate head coach at Northwestern for three
seasons, helping the Wildcats win 2011 and
2012 Big Ten regular-season titles and the
2011 Big Ten tournament championship.

From The Pages Of BSB

40 Years Ago - 1982

Earle Bruce and Randy Hart were a team again.

Hart, an offensive guard on Woody Hayes-coached Ohio
State teams from 1967-69, was hired by Bruce to fill one of the
three coaching vacancies created when Bruce fired three of his
assistants shortly after the Liberty Bowl.

Bruce had been a Hayes assistant while Hart was playing
for the Buckeyes, and the two had worked together before. After
playing at OSU, Hart remained at the school for two years as a
graduate assistant. He then went to Tampa in 1972 when Bruce
was named head coach there and traveled with Bruce to lowa
State a year later when he claimed that head coaching job.

Hart had been working as an assistant at Purdue under Jim
Young for five seasons before Bruce grabbed him for his staff in
Columbus.

35 Years Ago - 1987

Kip Lomax, dressed in his Sunday best suit and tie, watched
most of Ohio State's first 13 basketball games from the far end of
the bench. Academically ineligible, Lomax had to sit and agonize
while his teammates raced up and down the court in the new
style of Buckeye coach Gary Williams.

“It hurt really bad because | felt | could contribute as much as
anybody else out there," said Lomax, a 6-0 junior out of Columbus
Mifflin High School. “But due to negligence in the classroom, |
forced myself to sit there in that coat and tie!”

Lomax, who also had been ineligible during his freshman
year, was allowed to practice with the team. A starter in 27 games
for the Buckeyes in 1986, he became eligible with the start of the
winter quarter on Jan. 5.

“I'm very pleased about returning to this ballclub,’ said Lomax.
“I'm just trying to contribute any way possible.

“The main thing is | want to let them know although | did let
them down, | give them 100 percent each and every ballgame
that I'm here and available to play. We can win those games.’

Despite his newfound eligibility, Lomax was still working his
way back into the lineup as the Buckeyes sat at 11-6 in late Jan-
uary.

30 Years Ago - 1992

Former Ohio State assistant coach Jim Tressel, the head
coach at Youngstown State, was named the Ohio College Coach
of the Year for the third consecutive year.

Tressel, who was an OSU assistant from 1983-85 on Bruce's
staff, won the award for leading the Penguins to the Division I-AA
national championship.

He beat out another former OSU assistant, Bowling Green
head coach Gary Blackney, for the award. Tressel wound up with
56 votes in a poll of the state's college coaches while Blackney
finished with 54 after leading the Falcons to an 11-1 record in his
first year”

Ohio State head coach John Cooper was one of 10 coaches
to receive votes but did not come close to either of the former
assistants.

25 Years Ago - 1997

The 91st NCAA Convention, held Jan. 13-15 in Nashville, Tenn,,
would be known as one of the most athlete-friendly rules meet-
ings in the governing body's history.

NCAA members narrowly passed a measure to allow stu-
dent-athletes to hold jobs during the school year, a privilege re-
voked years prior to prevent abuses by schools and their boost-
ers.

OSU athletic director Andy Geiger was among the delegates

at the convention. He heard both sides of the argument, including
pleas from members of the athlete advisory committee.

“I think there was a feeling that we have restricted athletes too
much,’ Geiger said. "l don't think there should be any illusions that
we're going to start paying student-athletes.

“But we have given them more freedom and latitude to do
things. At the same time, the penalties for abusing those privi-
leges will be huge. There won't be any more overnight eligibility
hearings

The measure passed 169-150 but it was a loser among Divi-
sion I-A schools, who voted it down 61-51. Those opposing the
measure said it would put too much of an onus on schools to
police their athletes.

“There is an affidavit involved where the student and the em-
ployer must attest that it is a real job and they are working for
reasonable amounts of money - the going rate,’ Geiger said.

20 Years Ago - 2002

Early on in Michael Doss' press conference at the Woody
Hayes Athletic Center Jan. 9, it appeared as if he would do what
almost everyone had expected and declare his intention to enter
the NFL draft a year early.

“I've been playing football since | was 8 years old,” Doss said.
"My dream has been to play in the National Football League, and
now that that opportunity has arrived | had to ask myself, ‘Is this
the best thing for Michael Doss?" "

But several minutes later, after a couple of breakdowns and
many tears, he announced his true intention - to return to Ohio
State for his senior season.

“My mother told me, living in a two-bedroom apartment with
nothing to survive on but her son, she told me to get my educa-
tion, and | will be returning to Ohio State,” Doss said.

Even as he approached the lectern with his Bible and car keys
preparing for his press conference, he wasn't totally sure of his
decision.

"l 'am positive | did not know what | was going to say (when
| got to the lectern),’ Doss said. “You could say you just watched
me decide”

15 Years Ago - 2007

In the aftermath of Ohio State’s 41-14 loss to Florida in the Jan.
8 BCS National Championship Game, many members of Ohio
State's fan base were left looking for answers - and wanted them
straight from the top.

That wasn't happening though, considering the top was
Tressel, who was not exactly known for his media availability or
his straight answers. Still, some fans were left wondering what
went so wrong in the desert and wanted Tressel to at least give
some sort of explanation or make himself available.

On Jan. 17, he did, speaking for the first time since the after-
math of that game in a radio spot on WBNS-AM. He acknowl-
edged that his Ohio State team might not have been as into the
game as their Florida counterparts.

“I think the fine line and edge in games is always the mental
part,’ Tressel said.

Later in the interview, Tressel added, “I'm not so sure - and
again, that's why you start with yourself - if we had our team as
mentally prepared as we could have had it

10 Years Ago - 2012

Less than three days after Ohio State announced the final
additions to Urban Meyer's first coaching staff, the group lost a
member.

Taver Johnson was to be one of four assistants Meyer retained

from the 2011 coaching staff, but Arkansas announced Jan. 15 that
the five-year OSU assistant had accepted the positions of line-
backers coach and assistant head coach.

Johnson, who mentored cornerbacks at Ohio State, joined
new defensive coordinator Paul Haynes in Fayetteville after the
two had worked together in Columbus for the previous five sea-
sons.

"Taver is an extremely enthusiastic and devoted coach,” Ar-
kansas head coach Bobby Petrino said in announcing the hire.
“He has a strong work ethic, is a great teacher of the game and is
skillful at relating to his players.”

During Johnson's five seasons in Columbus, Ohio State
produced a trio of NFL cornerbacks in Chimdi Chekwa (a 2011
fourth-round pick), Malcolm Jenkins (a 2009 first-round pick) and
Donald Washington (a 2009 fourth-round pick).

Five Years Ago - 2017

The man Meyer pegged to fill the void after Tim Beck and Ed
Warinner left Ohio State was Kevin Wilson, who had most re-
cently been the head coach at Indiana, where he had helped the
Hoosiers give the Buckeyes fits for several years.

Known as a great offensive mind, Wilson helped Indiana be-
come one of the most prolific offenses in the Big Ten after lead-
ing the Oklahoma Sooners to some of the best offensive perfor-
mances in NCAA history as the offensive coordinator under Bob
Stoops.

With his time as a Big Ten head coach up - at least for the
time being - Wilson was set to take over Meyer's offense after
the Buckeyes struggled on that side of the ball at times in 2016.

Questions around Wilson's treatment of players had led to his
ouster in Bloomington, but Ohio State was hoping that pairing
him with co-offensive coordinator Ryan Day and keeping them
under Meyer's guidance would quell any such issues.

One Year Ago - 2021

During his first call with the media since Ohio State’s loss to
Alabama in the national title game, Day fielded a number of ques-
tions, several of which hinged around the upcoming quarterback
battle in Columbus.

That battle would be between Jack Miller and C.J. Stroud, who
were true freshmen in 2020, and Kyle McCord, the five-star signal
caller in the 2021 class who Day had previously said would com-
pete for the starting job in his first season.

“That is going to happen,” Day said of McCord when he
signed with OSU. “He will compete for the job. We're going to
have to figure out, if Justin (Fields) decides to go to the NFL, who
the next quarterback is at Ohio State. And that's a big, big deal. |
know he's looking forward to getting in here and getting to work
right away:"

Although Miller and Stroud did get a year under their belts
within Ohio State's system and playbook, both received minimal
game time and neither threw a single pass in a game for the
Buckeyes, though each did notch a rushing touchdown.

“We're going to have to find ways this spring between C.J,
Jack and Kyle to give them as many game-like situations to figure
out exactly what we have,” Day said. "We can't go into that first
game without knowing, or at least having an idea. | guess we'll
never know until we're in a game. But we have to try to simulate
the games the best we can in practice, which may be a unique
way of doing the spring.

“Those guys are going to roll, and they're going to get as
many reps as they can. And if one guy starts to separate early on,
then he goes and runs with it.
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OSU Signees Starring In Senior Seasons

Ohio State has big plans for its class of
2022 signees, and for good reason. Ranked
the No. 7 class in the country by 247 Sports,
the five-man group rates higher than any that
head coach Chris Holtmann has ever signed
across any of his three head coaching ten-
ures at Gardner-Webb, Butler or Ohio State,
and it’s slated to arrive at a critical time for
the Buckeyes.

COURT
REPORT

Patrick Mayhorn

With super seniors Joey Brunk, Jimmy So-
tos, Cedric Russell, Jamari Wheeler and Kyle
Young all exhausting their eligibility this sea-
son and potential departures from as many
as four other players (Justin Ahrens, EJ. Lid-
dell, Justice Sueing and Seth Towns), infus-
ing new talent who can play from the start
was a critical directive for the 2022 class.

And through nearly three months of their
senior season, the members of that 2022
Buckeye class are largely rising to the occa-
sion and offering plenty of reasons for their
future coaches to be optimistic about the di-
rection Ohio State is headed.

“They've all had really good years,” Holt-
mann said. “Bruce (Thornton), I just saw him
at the City of Palms Tournament. He’s had a
really good year. Brice (Sensabaugh) has had
a phenomenal year in Florida. Roddy (Gay-
le)’s really been playing well. Felix (Okpara)
has really played well. Obviously, it's a spe-
cial class. Bowen (Hardman)'s been a little
injured. They've been able to play the bulk of
their seasons so far”

None of the soon-to-be Buckeyes have im-
pressed more than Alpharetta (Ga.) Milton
four-star point guard Thornton. Leading a
Milton team missing two of its best players
after Jonathan Murray and Cameron Walker
were arrested on suspicion of robbery and
murder just prior to the season, Thornton
has helped carry his team to an 13-7 start
and a third-place finish at the Tournament of
Champions — which plays host to some of the
nation’s best teams — in mid-January.

With backcourt battery mate Kanaan
Carlyle dealing with a stomach bug, Milton
lit Chicago Whitney Young High School up to
the tune of 34 points on 12-of-17 shooting in
a 61-37 win Jan. 15 to claim that third-place
crown.

He was electric for the entire event. To
open the tournament on Jan. 13, he drained
a buzzer-beater from the midcourt logo to
knock off Nixa (Mo.) High School and near-
ly did it again a night later against Chantil-

ly (Va.) St. Paul VI High School, rattling a
last-second attempt off the back iron in a
55-54 loss. He finished the three-game event
with 74 points.

“Either of us can get hot at any time,”
Thornton said. “I knew (Carlyle) was down,
so I had to pick up the load. I'm perfectly fine
and capable of doing it. He'll do it for me too.”

He was proud to put on a show on one of
the biggest stages he’s faced to this point in
his career, just as he did a year ago, leading
Milton to a state title.

“I was told there was going to be a big
crowd, and I was like ‘all right, ” Thornton
said. “Then I looked at it and I was like,
‘Whoa. This experience and the whole week-
end was great, one of the best tournaments
I've ever been to.”

He hasn't had quite the coming-out party
that Thornton did, but Orlando (Fla.) Lake
Highland Prep small forward Sensabaugh
is producing scoring figures that place him
among the nation’s best. Sensabaugh was av-
eraging 27.5 points per game on 46 percent
shooting from three-point range as of Jan.
13, earning himself a spot as a McDonald’s
All-American nominee alongside classmates
Gayle, Okpara and Thornton, while leading
his team to a 13-1 record.

The McDonald’s All-American nominees
from around the country will be whittled
down to a group of 24 selections on Jan. 25.

Gayle has played a similar role for Mount
Pleasant (Utah) Wasatch Academy, where
the four-star shooting guard is still finding
his footing in a loaded lineup but has flashed
his immense scoring ability that earned him
Ohio State’s interest. His squad, facing off
against the nation’s best teams, sits at 11-8
through Jan. 24.

Okpara has worked as more of a role
player for Branson (Mo.) Link Academy and
actually came off the bench at the Flyin' To
The Hoop invitational in Kettering, Ohio, Jan.
14-17, but whatever he’s doing seems to be
working. His team is 26-0 on the season and
ranks as the No. 1 team in Missouri.

The only signee without much to report
on is Cincinnati Princeton three-star guard
Hardman, who sprained his ankle in Novem-
ber and has been sidelined since. He's target-
ing a late-January return.

Hookfin Earns
Scholarship Spot

Ohio State’s roster of scholarship players
has grown by one, and the Buckeyes didn't
even have to hit the recruiting trail or the
transfer portal.

Holtmann took the opportunity after Ohio
State’s 61-56 victory over Penn State on Jan.
16 to welcome a new scholarship Buckeye
into the fold, announcing to his team that
senior forward Harrison Hookfin had shed
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PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF — Senior forward Harrison Hookfin was informed
after the Buckeyes' Jan. 16 win over Penn State that he had been awarded a
scholarship. The former walk-on has appeared in 15 games in four seasons.

his walk-on status and was officially a schol-
arship player.

“This is one of the things that we've been
excited about doing for a good bit now;’
Holtmann said in the locker room after the
game. “We love to be able to reward and
honor those guys that have played an im-
portant role in our program. You guys know
that everybody is treated the same in this
family. We coach our best player as hard as
we coach the guy who just got here. That'’s
what we do.

“Everybody has the same responsibili-
ties. You have to bring your best every day,
whether you're on scholarship or you aren't.
But there’s a guy who's important to us in this
locker room that hadn'’t yet been on scholar-
ship, but he is right now.”

A Cincinnati native, Hookfin has spent
his career in Columbus largely as a practice

player, earning minutes in only 15 games in
four seasons, but he’s emerged as a veteran
leader within the program all the same.

He even earned the nod to lead the Buck-
eyes in their traditional postgame locker
room chant of “our honor defend,” but only
after he managed to escape the swarm of
teammates who flocked to him to celebrate.

Former Buckeyes
Lighting Up NBA

Keita Bates-Diop, Jae’Sean Tate and
Duane Washington didn't exactly enter
the professional basketball ranks as highly
touted prospects — Bates-Diop is the only
one of the three who was drafted — but all
three are finding success in the NBA this
season as rising contributors on struggling
teams.

In his second season with the San Anto-

28 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Jan. 29, 2022

BuckeyeSports.com



OHIO STATE MEN'S BASKETBALL

nio Spurs (17-30 through Jan. 24), Bates-Di-
op has carved out a role as a capable wing
stopper and midrange scoring threat, and
he has even worked his way into the starting
lineup on 12 occasions as the Spurs deal
with roster attrition and search for wingers
they can trust. He was averaging a career
high for minutes per
game (17.3) and was
already nearing a new
best for games played
in a single season, sit-
ting at 39. His previous
best came in 2019-20,
when he suited up 44
times for two teams,
first for the Minneso-
ta Timberwolves and
then briefly for the Denver Nuggets, before
finding his way to San Antonio in the 2020-
21 season.

In fact, since returning from a stinger
in early December that held him out of two
games and severely limited him in a third,
Bates-Diop has blossomed into a full-on con-
tributor. Through Jan. 24, he had played in
18 of San Antonio’s last 19 games, started
seven times and was averaging 7.7 points
per contest, which would be a career best.
He was shooting better than 50 percent from
the field (51.9) and had nabbed 5.1 rebounds
per contest since Dec. 19.

“He is just trying to find a place in the
NBA, find a home and have a career,” coach
Gregg Popovich said. “He has been given
some minutes and
opportunities and has
taken advantage of it
and tried to show he
can be a good player
at both ends of the
court.”

He found a break- |
out of sorts on Dec. 23
against the Los Ange-
les Lakers, rolling up
30 points in 27 minutes on a perfect 11-of-11
shooting from the field. Holtmann is hoping
that the efforts of his former player this sea-
son may earn him a second contract with the
Spurs.

“I talked to their general manager and
their former general manager;” Holtmann
said. “They talked about it was an important
year for Keita. He had to potentially get an-
other contract. They talked about his prog-
ress. The one thing he’s got to continue to
grow in is his shooting. They made an invest-
ment in him in the offseason. I believe that
Keita's going to continue to grow and make
that investment the Spurs made in him pay
off”

Bates-Diop's secret to his success this
season is on-brand for the famously even-
keeled player, too. He's picked up stoicism
to help cope with the chaos of professional
basketball.

“You never know what’s going to hap-
pen,” Bates-Diop told the San Antonio Ex-
press-News. “It's, ‘Will I start? Will I come
off the bench?’ It's been that way my whole
career. I've played, didn’t play, been traded
away — whatever it is.

“I've tried to be even-keeled throughout
it all, just trusting the work without getting
too emotional, too high or too low. It’s all
about acceptance. Accepting the things that
happen, the things you can and can'’t control.
That was a big thing for me, separating the
two.

Keita Bates-Diop

Jae'Sean Tate

2021-22 Ohio State Men's Basketball Statistics

Statistics through games of Jan. 24

12-4 Overall (5-2 Big Ten)

Rebounds

Player G-GS Min.-Avg. FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA  Pct. FT-FTA  Pct. O-D T-Avg. PF-FO A TO BS ST Pts.-Avg.
E.J. Lidell 16-16 491-30.7 103-201 .512 23-58 397  82-112 732 36-81 117-7.3 40-2 43 47 45 7 311-194
Malaki Branham  16-15 410-25.6 58-130 .446 15-39 385 29-35 .829 10-44 54-34 240 30 24 3 13 160-10.0
Zed Key 16-13 356-22.3 64-108 .593 0-0 .000 22-37 .595 28-62 90-56 350 11 16 16 2 15094
Kyle Young 14-1 305-21.8 40-72 .556 11-30 367 31-37 .838 12-65 7755 21-1 17 16 7 8 12287
Jamari Wheeler  16-16  477-29.8 40-83 .482 16-47 340 17-19  .895 11-43 54-34 36-1 60 30 1 26 113-7.1
Justin Ahrens 16-16 426-26.6 32-90 .356 31-87 356 14-19 737 3-49 52-33 29-1 19 15 1 7  109-6.8
Meechie Johnson Jr. 13-1 256-19.7 28-76 368  20-50 400 10-14 714 4-17 21-16 240 18 23 1 12 86-6.6
Justice Sueing 2-0  31-155 5-13 .385 0-4  .000 2-2 1.000 1-6 7-3.5 3-0 0 2 0 1 12-6.0
Cedric Russell 14-0 147-10.5 17-38 .447 14-27 519 3-4 750 0-6 6-0.4 80 7 6 0 1 51-3.6
Eugene Brown Il 12-0 134-11.2 14-28 .500 4-14 286 7-10 .700 11-12 23-19 160 5 5 2 1 39-3.3
Jimmy Sotos 11-0  100-9.1 8-13 615 4-7 571 4-6 667 1-9 10-0.9 13-0 20 5 2 1 24-2.2
Joey Brunk 14-2 84-6.0 9-13 .692 0-0 .000 5-6 .833 1-15 16-1.1 120 4 4 3 1 23-1.6
Harrison Hookfin 3-0 8-2.7 1-2 .500 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 1-0 1-0.3 1-0 1 0 O 1 2-0.7
Team 16-20 36 5

Total 16 3225 419-867 .483 138-363 .380 226-301 .751 135-429 564-35.3 262-5 235 198 81 81 1202-75.1
Opponents 16 3225 384-944 .407 105-330 .318 206-278 .741 165-349 514-32.1 295-7 172 181 40 108 1079-67.4

“It's a lifelong process. I don't think any-
one ever finishes. Some days are easier than
others. But you keep trying.”

He’s finding a sense of security in San An-
tonio, too.

“I feel comfortable here,” Bates-Diop said.
“It’s the longest I've been in one place (since
logging 67 games with Minnesota over 12
seasons), so it’s starting to feel like home.
That'’s half the battle in the NBA, finding a
place where you are comfortable.”

Tate has found a home of his own on
the other side of the Lone Star State with
the Houston Rockets (14-33). Through Jan.
24, he had started all but one of 45 games
in his second season with the Rockets and
has emerged as one of the better players on
the roster as it sorts through the post-James
Harden era following the superstar’s trade a
season ago.

He was averaging 12.5 points and 5.7 re-
bounds per game and enjoying every minute
of it, after spending the first two seasons of
his professional basketball career in Austra-
lia before advancing to the NBA last year.

“I have (wow) moments every day,” Tate
told The Columbus Dispatch. “Every day
is a blessing and every day is a surreal mo-

Help BSB Grow

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers fre-
quently ask us what they can do to help keep BSB
vibrant in this increasingly electronic age. One
of the things readers can do is introduce BSB to
new readers who might find our Ohio State sports
content interesting.

In order to help you do that, we are offering
an opportunity to send four free trial issues to
potential subscribers. We will then offer your po-
tential subscriber a very special offer to get them
to join the fold of loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin
readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95 subscrip-
tion rate for gifts for our service men and women.
It’s nice to send a little bit of home to those all
over the world who are protecting us. Don’t forget
to include an APO address when applicable and
remember, any subscription includes electronic
access to BSB, so our Buckeyes in uniform will
be able to enjoy their BSB immediately, wherever
they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not good for
current subscribers. This offer is to introduce
readers to BSB. You can conveniently email your
names and addresses to subscriptions@buckeye-
sports.com or mail them to P.O. Box 12453, Co-
lumbus, Ohio, 43212.

OSU Men'’s Basketball Signees

from the 247Sports composite rankings.)

Players in the class of 2022 who have signed to play basketball at Ohio State. (Star ratings are

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Stars High School
Roddy Gayle SG 6-4 195 kkkxk Youngstown (N.Y.) Lewiston Porter
Bowen Hardman SG  6-3 160 Khk*k Cincinnati Princeton
Felix Okpara C 6-11 210 Kk *x k% Branson (Mo.) Link Academy
Brice Sensabaugh F 6-6 240 Kk k*k Orlando (Fla.) Lake Highland Prep
Bruce Thornton PG 6-2 205 **k*xx% Alpharetta (Ga.) Milton

ment for me that I get to wake up and put on
clothes with the NBA logo on them and play
for the Houston Rockets and travel from city
to city and people know who you are. It's just
awesome.”

He hasn't lost that fire he brought to Ohio
State, though.

“You've still got to have a chip on your
shoulder because as hard as it was to get
here, it's easier to get out of here,” Tate said.
“Once you're out of here, it’s very hard to get
back in. It's almost impossible to get in, but to
come back is almost impossible. That’s what
I just remind myself is that [ want to be here
for a long time.”

Washington has seen his minutes wane

for the Indiana Pacers (17-30) after his
six-game stretch as a starter from Dec. 31
through Jan 10, but he’s hoping to stay ready
for whenever the Pacers need him, as the
league continues to deal with COVID-relat-
ed issues knocking starters out of games for
several days.

“Obviously, I definitely think I can help the
team out,” Washington told The Indianapo-
lis Star. “Just with my shooting ability, being
able to space the floor, being able to move
and just being an active guy and having a lot
of energy is something that I try to bring ev-
ery time I step on the floor and just make the
right play. When my day comes to play 20-30
minutes, I'll be ready.”

Tickets To Events Anywhere

Concerts * Theatre * Sporting Events

TIGKET
SERVICE

“Your Ticket Solution”

(614) 488 9957 « 888 842 5877
www.ticketsohio.com
1350 W. Fifth Ave., Ste. 24

We Buy OSU Football Tickets!

OSU Football & Basketball
Cleveland Browns
Blue Jackets
Nationwide Arena
Schottenstein Arena
NFL e+ NBA +« NHL
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OHIO STATE MEN'S BASKETBALL

Ohio State Rebounds From Loss In Madison

By PATRICK MAYHORN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

Ohio State had two games left in January,
at Minnesota on Jan. 27 and home against Pur-
due on Jan. 30, but the Buckeyes had all but
avoided the January woes that beset them in
2018 and 2019, holding a 4-2 record with a trio
of Big Ten wins to remain firmly planted in the
top half of the league entering the halfway point
of conference play.

Since BSB last went to press, Ohio State
had the chance to play in only three games, af-
ter a Jan. 22 matchup with Nebraska was post-
poned, and it emerged with a pair of wins to
follow a tough loss to Wisconsin in Madison on
Jan. 13, completing the season sweep of Penn
State and picking apart an I[UPUI team that
joined the schedule in early January to make up
for lost games earlier in the season.

Bucks Fall Down
Early In Madison

Ohio State entered its Jan. 13 matchup with
Wisconsin before 15,571 in the Kohl Center
knowing that it could not afford a cold shooting
night, a poor performance on the boards or a
slow start against the Badgers, who entered the
game as winners of five straight since a Dec.
11 loss in Columbus. Those had been the fac-
tors that doomed the Buckeyes in each of their
three prior losses — especially against Indiana,
when all three reared their heads to send Ohio
State to an eventual blowout defeat.

And entering its first return matchup of the
season against a Big Ten foe, which proved to

Wisconsin 78, Ohio State 68

Jan. 13, 2022
Kohl Center ¢ Madison, Wis.
1 2 F

Ohio State (10-4, 4-2) 27 41 68
Wisconsin (14-2, 5-1) 40 38 78

Ohio State Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Ahrens 24 25 00 03 1 5 5
Key 20 58 03 26 O 1 10
Liddell 31 612 45 15 1 5 18
Branham 31 59 01 05 1 2 10
Wheeler 29 512 11 10 3 3 M
Young 28 510 0-0 14 O 0 10
Sotos 9 12 00 00 O 0 2
Russell 15 11 00 01 1 0 2
Brown Il 13 01 00 1-0 O 4 0
Totals 200 30-605-10 7-26 7 20 68

Percentages: FG: 50.0%. FT: 50.0%. Three-point
field goals: 3-19 (Liddell 2-3, Ahrens 1-4, Brown Il
0-1, Sotos 0-1, Branham 0-2, Young 0-3, Wheeler 0-5).
Team rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 3 (Liddell 2, Key).
Turnovers: 11 (Liddell 3, Wheeler 2, Ahrens, Brown lIl,
Key, Russell, Sotos, Wheeler, Young). Steals: 2 (Ahrens,
Branham).

Wisconsin Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Wahl 33 810 23 25 6 2 20
Crowl 25 46 01 25 3 1 9
Davis 34 4-18 56 2-7 2 2 14
Hepburn 28 03 00 02 1 2 0
Davison 37 712 7-8 03 1 2 25
Bowman I 12 11 02 00 0 2 3
Vogt 14 23 00 01 2 3 4
Davis 3 01 00 00 0 O O
Gilmore 7 02 00 00 1 0 o0
Neath 5 12 00 00 0O o0 3
Higginbottom <1 00 00 00 O 0 O
Carlson <1 00 00 00 O 0 O
Totals 200 27-5814-207-26 16 14 78

Percentages: FG: 46.6%. FT: 70.0%. Three-point
field goals: 10-23 (Davison 4-6, Wahl 2-4, Bowman
I '1-1, Neath 1-1, Crowl 1-2, Davis 1-5, Hepburn 0-2,
Gilmore 0-2). Team rebounds: 4. Blocked shots: 0.
Turnovers: 9 (Davis 4, Hepburn 3, Davison, Wahl).
Steals: 6 (Wahl 3, Crowl, Davis, Vogt).

Officials: Kimble, Beaver, Dorsey. Attendance: 15,571.

be a 78-68 loss to the Badgers, the Buckeyes
knew that avoiding all of that would only come
from an increased attention to detail.

“What changes is the attention to detail,”
forward Kyle Young said before the game.
“You're going to know more about the team the
second time you play them, especially as you've
seen them play a few more times. Their prep
for us is going to be more detailed, they're going
to have a better plan against us just like we are,
and they're playing really well right now. We're
excited for this game, they're a really good team,
and we're going to do our best to be ready.”

The Buckeyes also knew that they could not
let All-American hopeful guard Johnny Davis,
who entered the game averaging 22.3 points
per contest, generate points like he had the last
time the two played, when he scored 24 points.

“We did not defend (Davis) well early, and
it's going to be a big challenge for Malaki (Bra-
nham),” Buckeye head coach Chris Holtmann
said before the game. “Malaki has to be better
in this game and it’s a lot to ask of a freshman.
He's going to be guarding an All-American, and
then hopefully he can continue to play at the re-
ally high level he’s been at. It's a big challenge.

“With a guy like Davis, though, it is a collec-
tive, team thing. He’s so good at getting to his
spots, he has such burst and athleticism, and
he can make shots at all three levels. You just
have to make it difficult for him, and then you
have to eliminate some of the impact that the
other guys have.”

On that front, OSU and Branham could con-
sider themselves successful. Davis ended the
game with only 14 points, and he did so on just
4-0f-18 shooting, one of his worst outings of the
season. The effort did pull Branham away from
scoring at the level he had been on the other
side of the ball — he kicked in just 10 points.

Unfortunately for the Buckeyes, that was
just about the only focal point entering the
game that did break their way.

Wisconsin jumped out to a 40-27 halftime
lead behind a solid shooting start (14 of 29
from the field, 7 of 13 from downtown), a 19-
12 edge on the boards and poor shooting from
their opponent, as Ohio State didn't knock
down its first three-pointer of the game until
the 13:23-mark of the second half after 12 pre-
viously unsuccessful tries.

Despite an improved performance in the
second half, which saw E/J. Liddell come alive
after a quiet start to pitch in 18 points (14 in
the final 20 minutes), Ohio State couldn’t over-
come that slow start, falling to 4-2 in league
play and 10-4 on the season, while Wisconsin
improved to 14-2 overall and 5-1 in the Big Ten.

“It really came down to, as much as any-
thing, we just didn't have consistent enough
defensive effort to win on the road,” Holtmann
said. “Offensively, we were much better in the
second half, much better rhythm but too many
turnovers early and not a good enough collec-
tive defensive effort.”

Liddell echoed his coach.

“Away games, we've got to be more connect-
ed and more locked in,” Liddell said. “We're our
own energy. At home, it’s different because we
have fans cheering us on. Here, we have fans
cheering against us, so I feel like everybody has
to be locked in and be more connected than
what we were.”

The Buckeyes, who trailed by 17 points with
13:35 to play, drew as close as seven points af-
ter Liddell turned a Davis turnover into a jump-

er and cut the deficit to 56-49 with 8:51 to play,
capping a 14-4 Ohio State run, but Wisconsin
responded with a barrage of its own to all but
shut down the game. Point guard Brad Davi-
son quieted the Buckeyes with a three-pointer
to extend the lead back to 10 points on the next
possession, Tyler Wahl tossed down a break-
away, and-one jam at the 4:15 mark to put the
Badgers up 13, and after a Young basket, Davi-
son knocked down another three-pointer to put
Wisconsin in command, up 72-57 with 3:33 to
play.

Davison drew the fifth foul of the game
on Liddell a possession later, and Wisconsin
equaled its largest lead of the night at 74-57 af-
ter a pair of free throws.

That seemed to spark the Buckeyes, and
they rattled off a quick 11-0 run to cut the defi-
cit all the way back down to six points at 74-68
with just under a minute to play, but two more
Davison free throws after a Justin Ahrens foul
that disqualified him and a Davis dunk a pos-
session later cut short any hopes of a come-
back.

Davison led all scorers with 25 points, in-
cluding 16 in the second half, while Wahl add-
ed 20 and seven rebounds. Liddell’s 18 points
paced the Buckeyes, as did a pair of blocks. Ja-
mari Wheeler added 11 points, and Branham,
Young and Zed Key chipped in 10 each. Key led
the team in rebounds with eight.

Ohio State Sweeps
Penn State Series

A sleepy noon tip for Ohio State’s Jan. 16
matchup with Penn State extended beyond me-
dia row, home to several cups of coffee — which
had been expertly smuggled in under Ohio
State’s new no-concessions rule. Down on the

SONNY BROCKWAY
DRIVING TO THE BASKET — Jamari Wheeler (55) drives around Penn
State’s Sam Sessoms in a 61-56 Ohio State victory Jan. 16. Wheeler put up
nine points and four rebounds in the win.

floor, the Buckeyes didn't seem to get the memo
that there was a game to be played until they
convened with Holtmann for a spirited conver-
sation at the under-16 timeout of the first half of
Ohio State 61-56 victory.

Prior to that break, the Buckeyes generat-
ed just four points on eight shots and fell into
a quick deficit, with Penn State jumping out to
a 10-4 lead. Holtmann plucked Ahrens and Key
from the game and replaced them with Eugene
Brown III and Young, hoping to infuse some en-
ergy to his somnolent bunch.

It worked, as Ohio State rode its newfound
spark to a dominant stretch of more than 10
minutes, outscoring their neighbors from
the East 19-4 out of the timeout until a Jalen
Pickett jumper finally cracked a cold spell that
had lasted nearly four minutes, cutting into an
Ohio State lead that had grown as large as nine
points at 23-14.

“This group has to continue to commit at
(the defensive end),” Holtmann said. “Against
(Penn State), youre going to have to play 28
seconds of defense or they’re probably going to
beat you. The last 35 or 36 minutes, we were
able to do that”

Although the Nittany Lions would rally back
from that paltry stretch, they would never re-
claim the lead, and Ohio State completed its
two-game sweep of the season series with a 61-
56 victory that moved it to 11-4 on the season
and 5-2 in the Big Ten, while dropping Penn
State to 8-7 overall and 3-4 in conference play.

The run proved critical for the Buckeyes
even just in the final minutes of the first frame.
Despite going the final 5:52 of the first half
without a field goal, they still entered the locker
room with a 27-22 lead.

Perhaps the biggest moment of the first half
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Ohio State 61, Penn State 56

Jan. 16, 2022
Value City Arena ¢ Columbus, Ohio.
1 2 F

Penn State (8-7, 3-4) 22 34 56
Ohio State (11-4, 5-2) 27 34 61

Penn State Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Lee 32 49 00 26 1 2 9
Harrar 30 1-3 58 26 0 3 7
Dread 28 14 00 00 1 5 3
Sessoms 34 6-12 1-2 04 1 2 15
Pickett 40 4-11 24 12 5 4 "
White 9 16 00 02 O 5 2
Johnson 9 26 00 00 O 3 5
Scott 8 22 00 02 O 1 4
Totals 200 2153814 723 8 25 56

Percentages: FG: 39.6%. FT: 57.1%. Three-point
field goals: 6-22 (Sessoms 2-4, Dread 1-3, Pickett 1-3,
Johnson 1-5, Lee 1-5, White 0-2). Team rebounds:
3. Blocked shots: 4 (Pickett 3, Scott). Turnovers: 10
(Sessoms 3, Team 3, Lee 2, Harrar, Pickett). Steals: 5
(Pickett 2, Harrar, Lee, White).

Ohio State Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Ahrens 28 14 00 16 0O 2 3
Key 21 411 22 31 1 4 10
Liddell 33 611 6-12 1-7 3 0 19
Branham 33 17 58 13 2 0 8
Wheeler 34 23 56 13 1 3 9
Brown Il 18 24 22 00 O 2 6
Young 24 02 46 16 2 1 4
Russell 7 01 00 00 O 0 0
Brunk 2 11 00 00 O 0 2
Sotos 1 00 00 00 O 1 0
Totals 200 17442436 928 9 13 61

Percentages: FG: 38.6%. FT: 66.7%. Three-point
field goals: 3-12 (Branham 1-2, Liddell 1-2, Ahrens
1-4, Wheeler 0-1, Young 0-1, Brown Il 0-2). Team
rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 5 (Key 2, Liddell 2,
Wheeler). Turnovers: 9 (Key 2, Liddell 2, Wheeler
2, Young 2, Ahrens). Steals: 5 (Wheeler 2, Young 2,
Branham).

Officials: Carstensen, Curry, McNutt. Attendance:
13,565.

came with just under two minutes to play, when
Key — who had suffered a lower-leg injury ear-
lier in the first half and took a trip to the lock-
er room — returned to the floor to a barrage of
cheers from the 13,565 fans in attendance. For
an Ohio State team already down three con-
tributors in Meechie Johnson Jr., Justice Sueing
and Seth Towns, another injury to a key player
could have proved problematic, but the sopho-
more from New York appeared to have suffered
only a stinger.

After a first half that had the Buckeyes and
Nittany Lions combine for just 17-of-54 shoot-
ing (31.5 percent), the second half offered a
whole lot more of the same, at least for the lat-
ter. Penn State failed to score on its first four
possessions out of the break while the Buck-
eyes, led by four points from Key, jumped out to
a game-high 10-point lead, 32-22.

Ohio State’s quick start would not last. After
scoring five points in the first 2:15 of the half,
it found only six more and led just 38-33 at
the 11:12 mark. Brown and Liddell combined
to snap the cold spell, knocking in buckets on
three straight possessions to push the lead
back to double digits, though that again would
not last.

Dallion Johnson and Pickett knocked down
back-to-back triples, split by a Liddell free
throw, to bring the game back within five, 45-40
with 7:47 to play, but the Lions struggled to get
closer, closing to four twice before a free throw
by Branham and two more by Liddell pushed
the lead back up to 54-47 with 2:28 to play.

It wasn't until Young knocked down a pair of
free throws and Wheeler added four more for
a 60-51 lead with 25 seconds to play that Ohio
State put the game completely out of reach.

“I'm proud of the effort of our group,” Holt-
mann said. “I thought we did some really good
things, particularly on the defensive end. That

Ohio State 83, IUPUI 37

Jan. 18, 2022
Value City Arena ¢ Columbus, Ohio.
1 2 F
IUPUI (1-15, 0-6) 24 13 37

Ohio State (12-4, 5-2) 37 46 83

IUPUI Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Carrasco 13 00 12 1-0 O 3 1
Maxwell 27 1-8 22 01 0 4 4
McClure 31 12 00 02 O 2 3
DePersia 35 38 11 15 2 4 9
Stanton Ill 22 04 00 00 2 3 0
LaStrap 30 48 44 01 1 1 12
Seay 10 04 00 O0-1 1 0 0
Isitua 22 45 03 13 0 3 8
Pandev 10 01 00 1-0 2 1 0
Totals 200 13-408-12 6-13 8 21 37

Percentages: FG: 32.5%. FT: 66.7%. Three-point
field goals: 3-13 (DePersia 2-4, McClure 1-2, LaStrap
0-1, Pandev 0-1, Seay 0-1, Maxwell 0-4). Team
rebounds: 2. Blocked shots: 0. Turnovers: 21 (TEAM
6, Isitua 3, DePersia 2, LaStrap 2, Maxwell 2, Seay 2,
Stanton Il 2, McClure, Pandev). Steals: 3 (Isitua 2,
DePersia).

Ohio State Total FG FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Ahrens 23 155 00 12 1 1 3
Key 19 35 34 22 0 2 9
Liddell 25 47 45 46 3 1 13
Branham 18 37 00 00 2 2 7
Wheeler 20 122 00 00 O 1 3
Young 18 45 00 01 2 1 9
Brunk 13 122 22 03 0 1 4
Russell 22 47 00 00 1 0 12
Sotos 20 22 22 02 9 4 7
Brown lII 17 46 56 13 0 0 14
Hookfin 4 11 00 00 1 0 2
Totals 200 28-4916-198-20 19 13 83

Percentages: FG: 57.1%. FT: 84.2%. Three-point
field goals: 11-23 (Russell 4-5, Sotos 1-1, Brown Il
1-2, Liddell 1-2, Wheeler 1-2, Young 1-2, Branham 1-4,
Ahrens 1-5). Team rebounds: 1. Blocked shots: 5
(Key 3, Brunk, Sotos). Turnovers: 8 (Ahrens 2, Liddell 2,
Branham, Brunk, Wheeler, TEAM). Steals: 6 (Wheeler 2,
Branham, Hookfin, Russell, Young).

Officials: Kueneman, Young, Kitts Jr. Attendance:
10,666.

is a Penn State team that has been playing well.
They had won three out of four, and they took
Purdue right to the edge.

“They are really difficult to play because
of how they play. You can't speed them up. It's
going to be a low-possession game. You've got
to make them miss. I'm proud of a lot of things
here today. It was our best defensive effort since
Christmas. We've had some really poor ones. I
think we'll get back to making shots.”

The Buckeye defense held Penn State to
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39.6 percent shooting (21 of 53), and the Nitta-
ny Lions were just 6 of 22 from beyond the arc
(27.3 percent).

Liddell led all scorers with 19 points, add-
ing eight rebounds — most among all Buckeyes
and tied with John Harrar and Greg Lee for the
game high. Liddell also had a team-high three
assists. Key added 10 points of his own, while
Sam Sessoms led Penn State with 15.

Ohio State
Dismantles IUPUI

The Value City Arena crowd in attendance
for Ohio State’s Jan. 18 nonconference match-
up with [UPUI, scheduled only two weeks prior,
never offered up more noise than it did with just
under 16 minutes to play in the first half. The
announced crowd of 10,666 reached a frenzy
(of sorts) in its attempt to disrupt [UPUI’s Jonah
Carrasco on a pair of free throws to maintain
what was previously a shutout bid for the Buck-
eyes.

Carrasco missed the first but knocked down
the second, cutting Ohio State’s 9-0 lead down
to 9-1 and bitterly disappointing the OSU fans
who had made the trek through snowy Colum-
bus in hopes of seeing a hardwood shutout.
They had to settle instead for a mere 83-37 an-
nihilation of the Jaguars, who entered the game

as KenPom’s No. 356 Division I team (out of

358 teams) and left having thoroughly proved
that point.

It bears mentioning that the second-loudest
cheer went to Daniel, who knocked down a half-
court shot while donning a Troy Smith jersey at

the under-12-minute timeout in the second half

to earn himself a Raising Canes gift card.

Ohio State didn’t quite earn a gift card, but
it did improve to 12-4 on the season in its brief
sashay away from Big Ten play, while knocking
the lowly Jaguars to 1-15.

The game itself did not offer much in the
way of traditional entertainment for those in at-
tendance — Ohio State led 37-24 at the half and
TUPUI shot only 13 of 40 from the field (32.5
percent) on the game — but it did present a look
at the Buckeyes who have seen their playing
time dwindle in league play.

Every healthy scholarship player donning
the scarlet and gray earned at least one minute
of playing time. The usual suspects led the way
— Liddell scored 13 points in 25 minutes, Key

added nine in 19, Branham had seven in 18 —
but some lesser-used contributors found their
way into the spotlight too.

Building on what has been a strong month
already, Brown put up a career-high 14 points
in 17 minutes of play and impressed Holtmann
in the process.

“I thought his play was good,” Holtmann
said of Brown. “It's something he can continue
to build upon. He’s got to embrace the idea of
being a guy who can guard multiple positions
and play with great effort, rebound the ball and
make open shots.”

Joey Brunk notched 13 minutes and used
his time to contribute four points and three
rebounds; Jimmy Sotos found his way onto the
court for 20 minutes and tallied seven points
with nine assists; Cedric Russell knocked down
a pretty three-pointer in the first half and fin-
ished with 12 points in 22 minutes. Even newly
minted scholarship forward Harrison Hookfin
saw time in his first game without the walk-on
distinction, playing the final 4:23 of the game
and converting a layup off a nasty drive with a
hop step flourish.

For an Ohio State team with some of its
toughest battles still left on the schedule in
league play, the Jaguars offered a welcome re-
prieve. The Buckeyes took advantage of their
chance to rest some stars and to try out some
new looks.

The offense wasn't always pretty, stumbling
a couple of times in the first half and nearly
looking for a moment as though it would be in
for a real competition. But it rounded into form,
even with another difficult game from down-
town for Ahrens before he finally knocked one
down with 6:23 to play. He continued his post-
COVID break cold spell with a 1-of-5 showing
from the field, all from long range.

Despite going to the bench, the Buckeyes
outscored IUPUI 46-13 in the second half,
holding the Jags to 19.0 percent shooting (4
of 21) in the final 20 minutes, including 1 of 8
from downtown.

For the game, Ohio State shot 57.1 percent
from the floor (28 of 49) and 47.8 percent on
threes (11 of 23), led by Russell who connected
on 4 of 5 from deep.
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OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Mikesell Impressing On And Off The Court

Heading into the season, it was evident
that Ohio State’s success would hinge on a
handful of returning starters.

Junior guard Jacy Sheldon and senior
guard Braxtin Miller, as well as junior guard
Madison Greene — before her season-end-
ing knee surgery — were all on that short list
of those who would help decide if the Buck-
eyes would make a return to the NCAA tour-
nament this season after its cancellation in
2020 and the school’s self-imposed postsea-
son ban in 2021.

DOUBLE
DRIBBLE

Braden Moles

Though 18 games, Sheldon and Miller
have mostly lived up to expectations — Shel-
don is the team’s leading scorer with 21.3
points per game, and while Miller isn't as
impactful on the box score, she’s the team’s
top defender — but it's been senior guard
Taylor Mikesell who has arguably had the
biggest impact on this Ohio State team.

“I made a comment to Jacy like, ‘We're
definitely starting to get used to playing with
each other, ” Mikesell said Nov. 17 following
the team’s win over Bowling Green. “We had
two really good days of practice these past

two days and a really good shootaround to-
day. I think we're just growing together, and
I think you can see it out there on the court.”

Just three games into the season, she
felt the Buckeyes were beginning to play to-
gether as a team with lineups that were con-
structed just a day before the season began.

Now, with over half a season’s worth of
evidence, it’s clear Mikesell knew the Buck-
eyes were building something special on
offense, and she’s been as big a part of it
as any member of the team, regardless of
tenure.

Ohio State is averaging 84.1 points per
game, good for No. 3 in the nation, with
Mikesell contributing 19.6 of those per
game. She can score from two-point range
and does so at a 50.5 percent clip, but
where she makes her money is from beyond
the arc.

Mikesell is No. 1 in the nation in three-
point field-goal percentage among those
with at least 100 attempts, knocking down
deep shots at 49.6 percent, which would
be second all-time for Ohio State in a sin-
gle season. Brittany Johnson knocked down
48.1 percent of her attempts (77/160) in the
2009 season.

She has 69 made three-pointers this sea-
son on 139 attempts, and is on pace for over
500 points, which would make her just the
18th (or 19th, with Sheldon also on pace to
hit 500 points) player to surpass that mark
for Ohio State in a single season.
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SONNY BROCKWAY

HIGH PRAISE — Senior guard Taylor Mikesell (24) scores over Maryland's
Diamond Miller. Mikesell has impressed her coaches and teammates in
her first season since transferring from Oregon, knocking down 69 of 139
three-pointers and helping to lead the Buckeyes to a 15-3 start.

With all that being said, for as good as
she’s been to Ohio State, her decision to
transfer to Columbus from Oregon was
about making sure Ohio State would be
good for her as well, and the partnership
seems to be paying off.

“She just really wanted to be in a situa-
tion she felt fit her, especially from a basket-
ball standpoint,” said head coach Kevin Mc-
Guff. “When you come out of high school,
there’s a lot of factors, a lot of things to think
about, but she was at a point in her career
where the biggest thing was the basketball,
style of play and the ability to kind of high-
light her strengths.”

And for all that’s been written about her
impact for Ohio State on the court, she’s
been just as important off the court for these
Buckeyes.

“She brings a huge impact,” Sheldon
said of Mikesell. “She’s jelling with us amaz-
ingly on and off the floor. She definitely is
fitting in and should be here. Off the floor
she’s a great person, and then on the floor
she’s an amazing player and amazing shoot-
er. She really opens up lanes for us because

people stick to her, and she’s smart. She can
pass, she’s getting better defensively every
day, so she’s really helped us a lot.”

Greene’s status as a leader for Ohio
State has been well-noted, and while Mike-
sell can't replace the role of a three-year
starter for the Buckeyes in terms of leader-
ship, she’s done her best to bring a level of
maturity to the team.

“She’s got a lot of experience at a cou-
ple of different programs where they were
at a high level,” McGuff said. “Every day, her
work ethic and just knowing what it takes
to be successful at this level has been really
good for our young players.”

Harris Making
Strides In Relief

Ohio State redshirt sophomore guard
Rikki Harris was first off the bench for the
Buckeyes in a number of games this season,
and she was the first one they called on to
start when sophomore guard Kateri Poole
was sidelined with a shoulder injury.

With Poole’s injury — as well as starting
senior guard Braxtin Miller missing a game
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2021-22 Ohio State Women'’s Basketball Statistics

15-3 Overall (7-2 Big Ten)
Statistics through games of Jan. 23

Rebounds

Player G-GS Min.-Avg. FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA  Pct. FT-FTA  Pct. O-D T-Avg. PF-FO A TO BS ST Pts.-Avg.
Jacy Sheldon 18-18 581-32.3 136-254 535 30-67 .448 81-95 .853 21-42 63-3.5 360 68 53 2 37 383-21.3
Taylor Mikesell  18-18 591-32.8 123-248 496 72-147  .490 35-38 921 8-54 62-3.4 16-0 32 31 2 15 353-19.6
Rebeka Mikulasikova 18-18 385-21.4 78-161 .484 7-33 212 26-33  .788 2290 112-62 33-1 14 34 5 8 189-10.5
Kateri Poole 14-13 296-21.1 33-80 413  12-36  .333 23-44 523 6-40 46-3.3 32-1 50 48 2 18 101-7.2
Rikki Harris 18-5 432-24.0 41-96 427 19-48 396 23-45 511 24-47 71-3.9 42-1 44 19 13 31 124-6.9
Tanaya Beacham 17-0 289-17.0 47-84 .560 2-6 333 17-21 .810 26-40 66-3.9 481 13 23 5 13 113-6.6
Braxtin Miller 17-17 495-29.1 35-91 .385 13-35 .371 28-43 651 19-45 64-3.8 37-0 55 24 4 18 111-6.5
Gabby Hutcherson14-0 154-11.0 21-47 447 8-23 .348 4-6  .667 3-27 30-2.1 9-0 4 612 4 54-3.9
Hevynne Bristow  8-1 86-10.8 9-25 .360 1-3 333 11-14 786 10-12 22-2.8 80 3 10 6 3 30-3.8
Taylor Thierry 16-0 198-12.4 18-30 .600 1-3 333 7-13 538 24-21 45-2.8 22-0 13 4 13 13 44-2.8
Anyssa Jones 7-0  37-5.3 2-7 .286 0-0 .000 1-2  .500 1-4 5-0.7 30 2 0 0 O 5-0.7
Kaitlyn Costner 9-0 55-6.1 3-11 .273 0-4 .000 0-0 .000 1-9 10-1.1 6-0 5 4 0 2 6-0.7
Team 23-52 75

Total 18 3600 546-1134 .481 165-405 .407 256-354 .723 188-483 671-37.3 292-4 303 261 64 162 1513-84.1
Opponents 18 3600 446-1087 .410 101-349 .289 203-276 .736 190-437 627-34.8 321-6 238 348 43 99 1196-66.4

due to COVID - Harris has started five
games for the Buckeyes this season, averag-
ing 8.2 points, 4.2 rebounds and 3.6 assists,
as well as blocking five shots in those games
despite her 5-10 frame.

“She plays really hard,” McGuff said af-
ter the team’s win over Michigan State on
Jan. 12. “She competes on every posses-
sion. She was really gritty out there tonight,
especially on the defensive end.”

After redshirting her freshman season
due to a shoulder injury, Harris appeared
in 18 games last season for the Buckeyes,
averaging just over 10 minutes per game
to go along with 3.4 points per game. This
season, she’'s appeared in all 18 contests
at 24.0 minutes per
game, averaging 6.9
points per game as
well as nearly four re-
bounds and over two
assists.

“She’s  continued
to get better,” McGuff
said after the team’s
win over Illinois Jan.
6. “She really has
practiced well. The
thing I like is in the beginning of the year
it was more of a defensive and rebounding
role, and she’s just gotten a little more com-
fortable and confident on the offensive end,
which is great to see.”

Though Harris does not jump out on the
stat sheet quite like Sheldon and Mikesell,
she’s one of the Buckeyes' key defenders
and has been one of the reasons they've
been able to withstand the loss of Greene.

Greene and Miller were considered the
team’s top defenders heading into the sea-
son, and though Harris has not been with-
out fault, she’s stepped up in a season when
Ohio State is searching for contributions
from everyone.

“She’s amazing,” Sheldon said. “She
makes the hustle plays. I think people see,
but I don’t know if they realize how valuable
she is. She gets her hands on everything.
She can score, she can pass. The most
unselfish player ever and she’s an amazing
teammate, so she’s huge for us.”

Poole, meanwhile, remains day-to-day
with her shoulder injury as of Ohio State’s
win against Rutgers Jan. 23.

Rikki Harris

Smith Named Associate
HC For Minnesota Lynx

The Minnesota Lynx promoted former
Ohio State women’s basketball player Katie

Smith to associate head coach on Jan.12.

“It was an easy decision to promote Katie
into the role of associate head coach,” said
Lynx head coach Cheryl Reeve. “She is an
extremely talented coach who has garnered
the trust and admiration of players and staff
alike. Katie has played an important part in
our success over the last two seasons, and
we look forward to the years ahead in her
new role.”

Smith will continue working with assis-
tant coaches Plenette Pierson and Rebek-
kah Brunson under Reeve, who also serves
as the organization’s general manager.
Since Smith’s arrival in 2020, the Lynx have
an overall record of 36-18 and have made
two consecutive playoff appearances.

As associate head coach, Smith will ex-
pand her role into scouting and talent evalu-
ation. She will also influence in-game anal-
ysis and decision-making as well as player
development.

“It is an honor to be promoted within the
Lynx organization,” Smith said. “I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to continue working
with an unbelievable staff and organization
as well as the best players and people. I look
forward to this upcoming season and am ex-
cited for us to be back.”

Smith will enter her ninth season of
coaching this year. After retiring from the
WNBA in 2013, Smith spent four years as
an assistant for the New York Liberty before
becoming the organization’s head coach in
2018 and 2019. She left the franchise to be-
come an assistant for the Lynx in 2020.

The former Buckeye was a two-time
WNBA champion with Detroit, where she
played under then-Shock-assistant Reeve.
Smith played in 482 regular-season games
with five different teams including Minne-
sota, Detroit, Washington, Seattle and New
York. When she retired, the 15-year veteran
ranked second on the WNBA all-time points
leaderboard with 6,452 career points, and
she now has the eighth-highest total.

Smith was a seven-time All-Star and
earned finals MVP honors in 2008. She
was also a decorated member of the Unit-
ed States Women’s National Team, earn-
ing gold at three straight Olympics (2000,
2004, 2008) and gold at the 1998 and 2002
FIBA World Championships.

At Ohio State, Smith rewrote the record
books, leaving as the school’s all-time scor-
ing leader with 2,578 career points, though
she’s since been passed up by Jantel Laven-
der (2,818) and Kelsey Mitchell (3,402).

She’s 16th all-time in games played with

124 and is fourth with 826 made field goals
and 218 made three-pointers. She also
leads in both free throws made (708) and at-
tempted (845). For her career, she averaged
20.8 points on 46.9 percent shooting, 5.7
rebounds and 3.6 assists per game.

From 1992-96, she helped lead the
Buckeyes to a Big Ten championship and
two appearances in the NCAA women’s
tournament, including Ohio State’s only trip
to the Final Four.

Sheldon Named B1G
Co-Player Of The Week

Sheldon was named Co-Big Ten Player
of the Week on Jan. 17 following back-to-
back 30-point games.

She scored a career-high 33 points on

ﬁ

12-0f-15 shooting in an 89-83 win over
Michigan State on Jan. 12, issuing six as-
sists and pulling down six rebounds. Just
days later, she tallied 32 points on 10-of-17
shooting in an 83-75 win over Minnesota.
She had a career-high seven assists to go
with five rebounds in the win.

Sheldon is Ohio State’s first Big Ten
Player of the Week since Dorka Juhasz cap-
tured the honor on Dec. 23, 2019. This was
Sheldon’s first Big Ten Player of the Week
honor.

Sheldon was named Co-Big Ten Player
of the Week along with lowa sophomore
guard Caitlin Clark, who averaged 27.5
points, 9.5 assists and 9.0 rebounds in two
games.

Postponed Penn State
Contest Set For Feb. 24

A home game with Penn State has been
rescheduled for Thursday, Feb. 24, with tip
set for 6 p.m.

The game was originally scheduled for
Jan. 3 but was postponed following positive
tests within the Penn State program. It was
the second cancellation or postponement
Ohio State has suffered this season, the
first being its canceled game with UCLA in
December.

The matchup with Penn State is now
Ohio State’s penultimate game of the regu-
lar season. The Buckeyes close things out at
Michigan State on Feb. 27.

The Big Ten women’s basketball tourna-
ment then begins on March 2 in Indianapo-
lis, lasting until March 6.
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Buckeyes Extend Winning Streak To Six

By BRADEN MOLES
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

After No. 22 Ohio State (15-3, 7-2 Big
Ten) experienced a shaky start in the Big
Ten portion of the season, dropping two of
its first three conference contests to Indiana
and Michigan, which are both expected to
finish among the top teams in the confer-
ence, the Buckeyes have bounced back to
win six straight games dating back to a Jan.
6 win over Illinois.

Since Buckeye Sports Bulletin last went
to press, Ohio State earned wins at home
against Michigan State (Jan. 12) and then-
No. 12 Maryland (Jan. 20) and went on the
road to take down Minnesota (Jan. 15) and
Rutgers (Jan. 23).

The offense has been the key for Ohio
State because in those wins, the Buckeyes
allowed nearly 80 points per game but still
came away with the victories because they
averaged 86.8 points per game.

The six-game win streak is the longest
for Ohio State since the Buckeyes started
the 2020-21 season with a 7-0 record before
eventually finishing 13-7.

Defensive Stands Lead
Bucks Over Spartans

Critical second- and fourth-quarter defen-
sive stands led Ohio State (12-3, 4-2) to an
89-83 win over visiting Michigan State (8-8,
2-3) on Jan. 12.

After the Spartans took a 31-21 lead
with 8:27 remaining in the second frame,
the Buckeyes held Michigan State without a
field goal for nearly seven minutes, limiting
the Spartans to 0-of-10 shooting during the
stretch to go with three turnovers, eventually
taking a 46-35 lead into the half.

Late in the fourth, Michigan State then
made it a four-point game, 80-76, with 2:20
to go, but redshirt sophomore guard Rik-
ki Harris responded with a triple, and the
Buckeyes then forced misses on five of the
Spartans’ next seven shots to secure the win.

“She’s amazing,” junior guard Jacy Shel-
don said of Harris. “She makes the hustle
plays. I think people see, but I don't know
if they realize how valuable she is. She gets
her hands on everything. She can score, she
can pass. The most unselfish player ever and
she’s an amazing teammate, so she’s huge
for us.”

Sophomore guard Kateri Poole, who suf-
fered a left shoulder injury in Ohio State’s 74-
61 win over Northwestern on Jan. 9, was out
for the contest. Harris started in her place,
splitting ball-handling duties with Sheldon.

It was an electric start to the game in
front of 2,917 fans at Value City Arena, as
the teams combined to make 10 of 15 shots
and Ohio State led 13-12. The Buckeyes
knocked down three three-pointers in the
first four minutes, one each from junior
forward Rebeka Mikulasikova and senior
guards Taylor Mikesell and Braxtin Miller.

After Ohio State’s one-point lead, the
Spartans took off on an 11-2 run to take a 23-
15 lead at the 2:19 mark and later increased
it to 27-18 at the end of the first quarter after
a pair of late Mikulasikova turnovers.

“Our energy was really bad to start that
game,” Sheldon said. “Credit to Michigan
State, though — they played a really good first

quarter and outplayed us, to be honest. Go-
ing into the second quarter we were focused
on bringing our energy, staying focused, and
we did. But we didn't come to play that first
quarter.”

Ohio State then allowed just eight points
on 3-of-14 shooting from the Spartans in the
second quarter, forcing five turnovers, after
giving up 27 points in the first. Late points
from Mikesell and Mikulasikova gave the
Buckeyes a 44-35 lead, and Harris was then
fouled on a three-point attempt at the buzzer
and knocked down two free throws to make
it 46-35 going into the break.

The Spartans closed to 55-49 with 4:58
remaining in the third quarter when Spartan
guard Nia Clouden hit from deep on consec-
utive possessions, forcing head coach Kevin
McGuff to call a timeout.

After the timeout, Sheldon connected
on a triple and hit a layup on back-to-back
possessions to push the lead to double dig-
its, 60-49, though graduate forward Tanaya
Beacham picked up her fourth foul soon af-
ter, leaving the Buckeyes short on help in the
post for the remainder of the game.

It was no matter, however, as Mikulasiko-
va scored four points and brought down five
rebounds in the third as Ohio State finished
the quarter with a 71-57 lead after a deep
three-pointer from Mikesell near the end of
the frame.

Early in the fourth, Michigan State con-
nected on a jumper, a triple and, following a
turnover by the Buckeyes, a layup to make it
71-64 with 8:08 remaining. After further de-
fensive miscues by Ohio State, the Spartans
made it a six-point game, 75-69, but Sheldon
hit another three to make it 78-69 and the
Buckeyes would ultimately use the previous-
ly mentioned defense to win the game by six.

“We have to just do that more consistent-
ly, and that’s where we're trying to push this
team to go,” McGuff said of the team’s late
defensive hold.

Sheldon finished as Ohio State’s leading
scorer with 33 points, a new career high, on
12-0f-15 shooting and also led the Buckeyes
with six assists, while Mikesell added 25
points. Mikulasikova pulled down a game-
high 11 rebounds to go with 13 points for
her third double-double of the season. Matil-
da Ekh led the Spartans with 27 points.

Ohio State had an outstanding shooting
night, hitting 57.4 percent from the field (31
of 54), including a torrid 63.2 from deep (12
of 19). The Buckeyes were also 15 of 16
(93.8 percent) from the charity stripe.

OSU Downs Gophers
For Fourth Straight Win

Ohio State (13-3, 5-2) hadn’t had many
opportunities yet this season to fine-tune
its ability in close games. The Buckeyes
had played in only two games decided by
two possessions or fewer, against Michi-
gan State and Syracuse, dealing almost
exclusively in blowouts in either direction
throughout the first 15 games of the season.
And to start a Jan. 15 83-75 win at at Minne-
sota, the Buckeyes looked to be in for more
of the same.

Facing off against a Golden Gopher squad
that entered the game with only two Big Ten
wins over the league’s only winless teams in
Rutgers and Wisconsin, Ohio State opened

Ohio State 89, Michigan State 83

Ohio State 83, Minnesota 75

Jan. 12, 2022
Value City Arena, Columbus, Ohio
1 2 3 4 F
Michigan State (8-8,2-3) 27 8 22 26 83
Ohio State (12-3, 4-2) 18 28 25 18 89

Mich. State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Smith 1M1 24 12 10 O 3 5
Hagemann 34 2-11 1-2 115 3 6
Farquhar 36 67 1-1 44 3 3 13
Ekh 34 916 55 02 4 327
Clouden 37 717 58 23 2 321
Parks 21 510 14 53 1 4 1
Joiner 17 05 00 222 2 0 0
Rewers 3 00 00 01 O 0 0
Jacgmain 3 0000 00 O O O
Alexander 1 00 00 00 O 0 0
Totals 200 31-7014-2216-17 17 19 83

Percentages: FG: 44.3%. FT: 63.6%. Three-point
field goals: 7-22 (Ekh 4-9, Clouden 2-4, Hagemann
1-7, Joiner 0-2). Team rebounds: 2. Blocked shots:
1 (Parks). Turnovers: 12 (Ekh 4, Clouden 2, Smith 2,
Farquhar, Hagemann, Parks, Team). Steals: 9 (Farquhar
2, Hagemann 2, Parks 2, Clouden, Ekh, Joiner).

Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Mikulasikova 33 59 2-2 29 1 3 13
Harris 37 36 23 13 3 3 9
Sheldon 38 12-15 77 15 6 1 33
Miller 36 28 00 122 3 3 6
Mikesell 40 813 44 05 2 3 25
Thierry 5 00 00 01 O 1 0
Beacham 7 02 00 01 1 4 0
Hutcherson 5 11 00 00 1 0 3
Totals 200 31-541516 628 17 18 89

Percentages: FG: 57.4%. FT: 93.8%. Three-point
field goals: 12-19 (Mikesell 5-8, Miller 2-4, Sheldon
2-2, Harris 1-2, Hutcherson 1-1, Mikulasikova 1-2).
Team rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 5 (Harris 3,
Beacham, Hutcherson). Turnovers: 21 (Harris 5,
Mikesell 5, Mikulasikova 4, Beacham 3, Sheldon 3,
Miller). Steals: 5 (Harris 3, Mikulasikova, Sheldon).

Officials: Cross, Gulbeyan, Roberts. Attendance:

2,917.

just about as it expected to. The Buckeyes
jumped out to a 23-14 lead at the end of the
first quarter behind an extremely hot start
from the field, shooting 9 of 13 and 3 of 6
from downtown, while Minnesota (9-9, 2-4)
hit only five of its 15 first-quarter attempts.

Guard Jacy Sheldon led the way, scor-
ing 12 points in the first 10 minutes of the
game — including a pair of three-pointers — to
help put the Buckeyes on top early in front
of 3,177 at Williams Arena in Minneapolis.

“She leads by example as well as anyone
I've ever coached,” McGuff said. She’s just a
relentless worker. She’s grown now in terms
of her communication with her teammates,
and they all respect her because she’s a great
player and her work ethic is impeccable.”

But unlike in so many of those 15 games
prior, that lead would not last. The Golden
Gophers, fresh off their second-best scoring
output of the season with 88 points against
the Badgers, rallied back with 23 points in
the second quarter to Ohio State’s 15, send-
ing the game to the half with Ohio State
nursing a 38-37 lead.

Minnesota could attribute much of that
second-quarter success to guard Sara Sca-
lia, for whom the Buckeyes had no answer.
She notched all 11 of her first-half points in
the second frame, knocking down a trio of
triples — including one with only 26 seconds
left in the half — and helped to slow down
Sheldon, who scored only once in the sec-
ond frame and turned the ball over three
times.

The inability to hold onto the ball became
a major sticking point for the Buckeyes in

Jan. 15, 2022
Williams Arena, Minneapolis, Minn.
1 2 3 4 F
Ohio State (13-3, 5-2) 23 15 26 19 83

Minnesota (9-9, 2-4) 14 23 12 26 75
Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Mikulasikova 28 5-11 1-2 1-8 1 3 1
Harris 26 24 00 04 4 4 5
Sheldon 40 10-1710-11 14 7 2 32
Miller 37 14 24 13 2 3 5
Mikesell 38 6-14 22 04 3 1 17
Thierry 5 00 00 00 O 0 0
Beacham 12 23 00 22 0 1 4
Hutcherson 12 33 22 00 0 2 9
Totals 200 2956 17-21 528 17 16 83

Percentages: FG: 51.8%. FT: 81.0%. Three-point
field goals: 8-20 (Mikesell 3-9, Sheldon 2-3, Harris
1-3, Hutcherson 1-1, Miller 1-2, Mikulasikova 0-2).
Team rebounds: 3. Blocked shots: 0. Turnovers:
13 (Sheldon 6, Mikulasikova 2, Beacham, Harris,
Hutcherson, Mikesell, Miller). Steals: 8 (Sheldon 3,
Mikulasikova 2, Harris, Hutcherson, Miller).

Minnesota Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Sissoko 31 49 00 25 2 3 8
Micheaux 20 25 12 61 O 3 5
Winters 39 612 44 04 O 3 20
Powell 37 515 68 14 9 2 17
Scalia 37 821 2-3 13 2 0 23
Helgren %5 11 00 01 O 0 2
Smith 5 02 00 00 0 2 0
Hubbard 9 01 00 02 O 0 0
Mershon 5 00 00 1-1 O 2 0
Totals 200 22-66 13171524 13 15 75

Percentages: FG: 39.4%. FT: 76.5%. Three-point
field goals: 10-24 (Scalia 5-11, Winters 4-8, Powell
1-5). Team rebounds: 7. Blocked shots: 1 (Micheaux).
Turnovers: 13 (Scalia 3, Micheaux 2, Powell 2, Sissoko
2, Winters 2, Mershon, Team). Steals: 7 (Powell 3,
Hubbard, Scalia, Sissoko, Winters).

Officials: Garland, Krommenhoek, Zentz. Attendance:
3,177.

that second quarter, as they lost it six differ-
ent times. That they went only 5-of-14 shoot-
ing and made just one three-pointer certainly
didn't help, either.

“I thought we played hard, we were just
making some silly mistakes and making
things harder on ourselves,” McGuff said. “I
thought we cleaned it up and did a better job
in the second half — just playing with a little
more sense of our fundamentals.”

That reprieve of tight basketball would
prove shortlived. Minnesota again went
cold from the field to open the second half at
the exact moment that the Buckeyes — and
Sheldon — heated back up, shooting just 5 of
18 from the field to Ohio State’s 9 of 17, led
again by Sheldon, who worked her way back
into the game with eight more points, work-
ing in tandem with Mikesell (who had five in
the frame and would finish the game with 17
points on 6-of-14 shooting) to terrorize the
Minnesota backcourt.

Suddenly occupied once more, Scalia
disappeared in the third frame, scoring just
two points, and the Buckeyes stormed to vic-
tory after that. They led 64-49 at the end of
three and led by as many as 19 in the final
stanza before settling for the eight-point vic-
tory.

Sheldon led all scorers with 32 points,
trailed by Mikesell. Scalia’s 23 points put
her atop the Minnesota stat sheet, followed
by 20 from Deja Winters. Mikulasikova bol-
stered the Buckeye effort on the boards with
nine rebounds, while Sheldon led the team
in assists with seven.

“I think we have a great group,” Sheldon
said. “We've been really working hard this

34 - BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Jan. 29, 2022

BuckeyeSports.com



OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

year, every day at practice. Every game, ob-
viously, we go out there and fight. This team,
it's been fun to be around, fun to play with.
I think we're getting better every day. We're
really going out there playing, so I'm proud
of everybody.”

Mikesell, Sheldon Make
History In Win Over Terps

Beginning with Ohio State’s win over
Michigan State Jan. 12, the coaching staff
introduced the “Dub Chain,” given to the
team’s most valuable player following a win.

Harris received the inaugural honor, and
Sheldon became a recipient following their
win over Minnesota Jan. 15.

The chain is meant to be a lasting tradi-
tion within the program, but no matter how
many times this award is given out in the fu-
ture, it’s hard to imagine the coaching staff
will face a tougher decision as to who should
receive the chain than they did following
Ohio State’s huge 95-89 win over Maryland
Jan. 20.

Perhaps Sheldon, who notched 24 points
and 10 assists for her second career dou-
ble-double and who also became the pro-
gram’s 34th player to eclipse 1,000 career
points, was a clear favorite for the chain.
Given what she’s meant to the program, not
just in her career but in the win over the Ter-
rapins, nobody would question her receiving
the honor.

However, the most impressive perfor-
mance on the court was by Mikesell, who
had not just the most impressive shooting
performance in her career but potentially
one of the greatest in Ohio State history.

She finished 11 of 13 from the field while
connecting on all five attempts from beyond
the arc, finishing with a career-high 33
points and joining an elite group of 11 Buck-
eyes —including such greats as Kelsey Mitch-
ell and Samantha Prahalis — to finish perfect
from deep on at least four attempts. Mikesell
was also perfect on all six of her free-throw
attempts.

Doing so against her former team from
2018-19, it's no wonder Mikesell received
the chain following the win in front of a sea-
son-high 3,319 fans at Value City Arena.

“That was incredibly special, and obvi-
ously with her having been in their program,
and be sure she has great respect for them,
as do I and everybody in our program, but
it certainly adds a little bit to it when you've
been there and you transfer from there,” Mc-
Guff said. “She wanted to play well and she
had a great game, and we needed every bit
of it”

A close contest throughout, Ohio State
(14-3, 6-2) led Maryland (12-6, 4-3) late, 75-
70 with under five minutes remaining, but
it was the duo of Mikesell and Sheldon that
allowed the Buckeyes to hang on for their
biggest win of the season.

It took just a 33-second span for the
Buckeyes, who got a three-pointer and
layup from Sheldon followed by a steal and
a basket from Mikesell, to push the lead to
12 points, 82-70 with 3:54 remaining, as
Ohio State went on to win its fifth straight
game.

Both of the high-scoring teams showed
press early in the contest, but it was the
Buckeyes who broke through with three
first-quarter triples from Mikesell — all in the
first six minutes of the game — to give Ohio
State a 13-8 lead at 4:26.

After missing two of her first three at-
tempts from the field, Mikulasikova connect-
ed on her next two baskets to increase the
lead to 17-10. Later in the frame, a transition
layup from Mikesell and a bucket from Miller
pushed the lead to 13 points, 25-12, though
the Terrapins knocked down a three-pointer
at the buzzer to make it 25-15 at the end of
the first.

In the first quarter, Ohio State finished
with eight assists, six of which were dished
out by Sheldon.

“We miss Kateri out there and hopefully
she gets better really soon, but taking it back
to my high school days, I played point guard
in high school, so it's not a stranger to me,’
Sheldon said. “I had an opportunity and I
need to step up, and I'll do that until she’s
back.”

Another three from Miller made it 30-17
early in the second, but the Terps began sti-
fling the Buckeyes defensively, forcing miss-
es on six of Ohio State’s next seven shots as
Maryland took off on a 13-3 run to make it
33-30.

The Terrapins trailed just 39-35 with 1:49
to go in the half, but as usual, it was Mikesell
and Sheldon who lifted the Buckeyes. Shel-
don hit a layup, and after a miss by Maryland
on the other end, Mikesell knocked down
her fourth three-pointer of the game to make
it 44-35 before finishing the half up 45-37.

Maryland continued pressuring the
Buckeyes in the third quarter, opening it up
with a 10-4 run to make it a two-point game,
49-47, as Ohio State struggled to contain the
Terrapins’ quintet of scorers who all average
double figures (Katie Benzan, Chloe Bibby,
Diamond Miller, Ashley Owusu and Angel
Reese), four of whom finished with points in
the third quarter, led by Reese with eight and
Miller with six.

The Terps trailed only 53-49 at the
5:00 mark, but Mikesell and Sheldon once
again came through, each knocking down a
three-pointer over the course of three pos-
sessions to make it 59-49.

Looking to close out their biggest win of
the season, the Buckeyes led 65-57 heading
into the fourth. It appeared Ohio State was
pushing the game out of reach when Shel-
don connected on a pair of free throws with
7:18 remaining to make it 71-60, but a 10-4
run in favor of the Terrapins made it 75-70.
Despite that late run from Maryland, the
Buckeyes were able to close out the 95-89
win.

In addition to Mikesell and Sheldon, Mi-
kulasikova finished in double figures with
10 points. Reese led the Terrapins with 22
points and had a game high 11 rebounds.
Harris finished with a team-high six re-
bounds, and Sheldon led all players with
those 10 assists.

“(Sheldon) was always an incredibly
important piece of the program, and then
especially with what’s happened this year,
with Madison (Greene) going down before
we play a game, and now Kateri’s hurt and
I'm moving her around,” McGuff said. “Quite
frankly, I was a little bit nervous to do that
because I didn't want to take away from what
makes her special, what she adds to our pro-
gram on the court. But she has adjusted and
found a way to run the team and continue to
do that.”

Sheldon and Mikesell each played all 40
minutes, as the Buckeyes used only seven
players.

Ohio State 95, Maryland 89

Ohio State 80, Rutgers 71

Jan. 20, 2022
Value City Arena, Columbus, Ohio
1 2 3 4 F
Maryland (12-6, 4-3) 15 22 20 32 89

. Jan. 23, 2022
Jersey Mike's Arena, Piscataway, N.J.

1 2 3 4 F
Ohio State (15-3, 7-2) 22 16 21 21 80

Percentages: FG: 47.1%. FT: 100.0%. Three-point
field goals: 9-20 (Bibby 4-6, Benzan 4-7, Collins 1-3,
Miller 0-1, Owes 0-1, Sellers 0-2). Team rebounds: 3.
Blocked shots: 2 (Reese 2). Turnovers: 18 (Miller 5,
Owusu 5, Benzan 3, Reese 2, Bibby, Chardon). Steals:
7 (Benzan 3, Owusu 2, Reese, Sellers, Team).

Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Mikulasikova 20 59 0-0 14 2 3 10
Harris 39 26 59 15 4 2 9
Sheldon 40 817 67 13 10 2 24
Miller 37 24 36 02 4 2 8
Mikesell 40 11-13 66 1-4 0 3 33
Beacham 17 49 00 31 1 3 8
Thierry 7 12 11 00 1 0 3
Totals 200 33602129 922 22 15 95

Percentages: FG: 55.0%. FT: 72.4%. Three-point
field goals: 8-14 (Mikesell 5-5, Sheldon 2-4, Miller 1-2,
Harris 0-2, Thierry 0-1). Team rebounds: 5. Blocked
shots: 1 (Harris). Turnovers: 15 (Sheldon 6, Miller 3,
Harris 2, Mikulasikova 2, Mikesell, Team). Steals: 7
(Harris 2, Mikesell 2, Miller, Sheldon, Thierry).

Officials: Morris, Roberts, Thompson. Attendance:
3,319.

Bucks Go On Road
For Sixth Straight Win

Ohio State (15-3, 7-2 Big Ten) extended
its win streak to six games, handling Rutgers
(7-13, 0-8) on the road, 80-71.

The Buckeyes got off to a sleepy start as
the Scarlet Knights started out with an 11-
10 lead with 3:23 remaining in the first quar-
ter as Ohio State was 3 of 9 from the field to
begin the game.

A three-pointer from Harris helped kick
the Buckeyes into gear, and Mikesell’s sec-
ond triple of the game gave Ohio State a 22-
19 lead at the end of the first.

A free throw from Rutgers forward Osh
Brown tied things up at 22 early in the sec-
ond, but it began a scoreless stretch of nearly
four minutes for the Scarlet Knights and the
Buckeyes improved to a 32-22 lead with un-
der 5:38 minutes remaining in the quarter.

Rutgers stayed in the contest, however,
by virtue of the free-throw line, to which the
Scarlet Knights made four trips in the sec-
ond quarter, resulting in seven of their 13
points in the frame. For the game, Rutgers
finished 17 of 24 from the charity stripe,
compared to 15 of 17 (88.2 percent) for the
Buckeyes.

Ohio State later led by just six points, 34-
28, but increased the lead to 38-28 with four
points in a little over a minute of action, all
of which came from Sheldon. The Buckeyes
were held scoreless over the remaining 2:35,
however, taking a 38-32 lead into the break.

Rutgers scored on its first two posses-
sions of the third to make it 38-36, but it was
Sheldon’s steady shot that helped keep Ohio
State ahead, as she embarked on a solo 8-2
run — including two triples — to make it 46-38
with 6:41 on the clock.

“Jacy Sheldon obviously was terrific and
Taylor Mikesell is really good, but [ was real-
ly pleased with some play off the bench from

Ohio State (14-3, 6-2) 25 20 20 30 95 Rutgers (7-12, 0-8) 19 13 16 23 71
Maryland Total FT Reb. Ohio State Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts. Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Reese 27 7-12 88 65 1 3 22 Mikulasikova 28 2-10 0-0 2-3 2 2 4
Bibby 35 812 00 25 1 2 20 Harris 23 37 12 02 5 2 10
Miller 25 6-11 00 05 4 4 12 Sheldon 40 10-23 89 2-2 3 4 32
Benzan 40 69 00 03 2 5 16 Miller 32 04 00 27 3 4 0
Owusu 36 3-15 66 32 5 3 12 Mikesell 40 7-13 44 0-1 1 2 21
Sellers 0 14 00 10 O 3 2 Beacham 12 34 22 22 1 4 8
Collins 27 27 00 02 2 4 5 Thierry 25 24 00 51 2 2 5
Chardon 1 00 00 00 O 0 0 Totals 200 276515171419 17 20 80
Total 200 337014141522 15 24 89

Percentages: FG: 41.5%. FT: 83.2%. Three-point
field goals: 11-27 (Sheldon 4-9, Harris 3-5, Mikesell
3-8, Thierry 1-1, Mikulasikova 0-1, Miller 0-3). Team
rebounds: 2. Blocked shots: 3 (Harris, Miller, Thierry).
Turnovers: 11 (Mikulasikova 5, Sheldon 3, Beacham,
Mikesell, Miller). Steals: 8 (Sheldon 4, Thierry 2,
Mikesell, Miller).

Rutgers Total FT Reb.

Min M-A M-A O-D A PF Pts.
Singleton 29 46 34 19 1 5 N
Brown 38 10-16 45 44 2 4 24
Petree 32 513 79 12 2 1 18
Dickson 28 37 00 02 5 1 6
Mason 24 2-3 00 01 3 1 4
Morris 19 02 222 04 1 1 2
Sidibe 11 02 00 11 0 0 O
Lassitet 18 22 14 11 3 3 6
Cornwell 1 00 00 00 © 0 0
Totals 200 26-5117-24 924 17 16 71

Percentages: FG: 51.0%. FT: 70.8%. Three-point
field goals: 2-8 (Lassiter 1-1, Petree 1-4, Dickson 0-1,
Morris 0-1, Sidibe 0-1). Team rebounds: 1. Blocked
shots: 3 (Singleton 2, Sidibe). Turnovers: 19 (Dickson
7, Petree 4, Brown 3, Morris 2, Team 2, Singleton).
Steals: 6 (Mason 2, Singleton 2, Brown, Dickson).

Officials: Beverley, Enlund, Inouye. Attendance: 1,219.

Tanaya Beacham and (freshman forward/
guard) Taylor Thierry,” McGuff said.

Beacham would finish with eight points
and four rebounds in 13 minutes of action,
while Thierry totaled five points and six re-
bounds in 25 minutes.

The Scarlet Knights fought back to make
it 50-46, but Ohio State continued dominat-
ing on the offensive end, going on a 9-2 run,
five of which came from Sheldon and four
from Beacham, to make it 59-48 going into
the fourth.

Ohio State looked comfortably ahead ear-
ly in the fourth, leading 64-50 with 8:45 left
in the game, but an 8-2 run by Rutgers forced
McGuff to call a timeout up 66-58 with 6:27
remaining, and Thierry hit a layup out of the
break to increase the lead back to 10.

Rutgers again made things close, closing
the gap to four points, 71-67 with just under
two minutes remaining, but it was Sheldon
who once again came through, connecting
on an old-fashioned three-point play put
Ohio State up 74-67, and they would go on
to secure the nine-point victory.

“I thought we were a little choppy at times
and didn’t play our best, but our intensity in
the second half and our leadership from the
upperclassmen allowed us to pull away and
get the win,” McGuff said.

Sheldon led the Buckeyes in scoring with
32 points on 10-0f-23 shooting. Mikesell
finished with 21 points on 7-of-13 shooting,
while Harris was 3 of 5 from beyond the arc
— helping her to 10 points — and she led the
team with five assists. Brown led Rutgers
with 24 points on 10-0f-16 shooting,.

The women's team will play just two
games before Buckeye Sports Bulletin goes
to press again. They will host Michigan on
Jan. 27 with a 7 p.m. tip and travel to face
Iowa on Jan. 31 at 9 p.m.

BuckeyeSports.com
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OHIO STATE WRESTLING

Kharchla Takes Down No. 1 Marinelli Of Iowa

After program-rival Michigan visited Co-
lumbus and left with eight wins in 10 bouts
on Jan. 17, there was some uncertainty about
how Ohio State might perform against sec-
ond-ranked Iowa a week later.

ON THE MAT

Chase Brown

Even without 125-pound All-American
Spencer Lee, lowa had continued business
as usual this season. The Hawkeyes returned
seven wrestlers from last year’s championship
roster, allowing them to remain in Big Ten and
NCAA title contention.

But the Buckeyes didn't fear their oppo-
nent’s reputation, contributing their best per-
formance of the season despite losing the dual,

21-12. Two wrestlers claimed impressive up-
sets, providing life to a sell-out Covelli Center
crowd and sending a message to the Division I
landscape that Ohio State is here to stay.

Carson Kharchla offered the match of the
night at 165 pounds, defeating No. 1 Alex Mari-
nelli in the most significant victory of his colle-
giate career. It was a battle from the opening
whistle, with Marinelli holding riding time late
into the third period. Kharchla needed a take-
down to win — and he delivered.

“The match isn't over until the whistle blows
at the last second,” Kharchla said. “Knowing
that, continuing to wrestle, knowing where
you are and what positions you need to be in
and trusting in your wrestling — it can be a little
daunting if you think about, ‘Well, I didn’t score
here. I didn’t score now. Maybe I'm not going to
score again. But you have to block that out and
go through it.”

With the wrestlers deadlocked at the mat’s
center, Kharchla swept underneath Marinelli’s
waist and used his upward momentum to top-
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ple the top-ranked wrestler to the floor. The of-
ficial shot his arm into the air with two fingers
pointing upward, and the 4,400 Buckeye fans
erupted.

Kharchla, who entered the match ranked
No. 7, said he had a short thought run through
his mind before he made a move to secure a
match-winning takedown.

“Just go for it,” he said. “If you miss, you
miss, but at least you can say you went for it.
You have to continue wrestling and wrestle
through the whole match.

“I'm getting more comfortable out there.
There are some matches where things don't
go your way. The first period doesn’t go your
way. The second period doesn’t go your way.
The third period doesn’t go your way until
the last 30 seconds. I'm getting more com-
fortable in those situations and getting my
mind right. Keep wrestling. Don’t give up —
stay in it.”

Malik Heinselman claimed the night's other
surprising victory at 125 pounds, beating No.
10 Drake Ayala in sudden victory. The Castle
Rock, Colo., native used an impressive combi-
nation of strength, speed and agility to win the
bout over an opponent ranked seven spots in
front of him in the Intermat top 25.

Heinselman worked tirelessly to improve
those abilities in the offseason, spending count-
less hours with assistant coaches J Jaggers and
Bo Jordan to become a well-rounded wrestler.

“Last season, I didn't finish matches well,”
Heinselman told BSB before the season. “I
would get tired too easily and become fatigued.
Coach Jaggers and Coach Jordan helped me
take the steps [ needed to take in my condition-
ing, which I think will lead to better matches
from me this season.”

Heinselman was noticeably frustrated after
losing to Michigan's top-ranked Nick Suriano,
who transferred from Rutgers in the offseason.
That frustration couldn’t be seen after his victo-
ry against the Hawkeyes. Instead, Heinselman
displayed a focused demeanor before flashing
a smile to his coaches and teammates on the
sideline.

After Heinselman's win, the Buckeyes lost
back-to-back matches at 133 and 141 pounds.
Dylan Koontz was outmatched by No. 3 Austin
DeSanto, trailing 10-1 after the first period be-
fore losing a 19-4 technical fall.

Dylan D’Emilio’s match went in a different
direction. He held No. 2 Jayden Eierman score-
less through the first period. Eierman put the
first points on the board with a takedown in the
second and finished the match with a 4-0 deci-
sion. While D’Emilio failed to register a point,
the No. 23 141-pound wrestler was in strik-
ing distance until late in the third and barely
missed multiple takedown attempts.

Sammy Sasso, the No. 2 wrestler at 149
pounds, earned his fifth win against a ranked
opponent this season when he defeated No.
10 Max Murin. He also recorded his 27th con-
secutive victory in dual competitions and 20th
straight Big Ten dual win.

The two competitors were scoreless after
the first period. Sasso took the lead with an es-
cape to start the second before Murin earned
a reversal in the third. However, the Buckeye
wrestler made the points right back with a turn-
around and won a 3-2 decision.

Ohio State head coach Tom Ryan said Sas-
so received a significant boost from the Covelli
Center crowd. He noted Kharchla’s win but

claimed the fans might have been most helpful
when Sasso went down 2-1 with a little under
a minute remaining.

“To the cheerleaders, the dance team, the
facility staff, to all the people that are the best
here. To the crew that set up the stage and
break down the stage — this place is special,”
Ryan said. “Everybody here, no matter what
field they're in, loves the place. And shout-out to
the fans. They helped us a lot tonight. We won
some critical matches, and there's no question
the energy in the place made a difference.
That's a tough team.”

lowa’s toughness proved too much for Ohio
State in four of the Buckeyes' other five match-
es. At 157 pounds, Jashon Hubbard lost a 4-0
decision to No. 12 Kaleb Young, and Ethan
Smith lost a hard-fought battle to No. 2 Michael
Kemerer — a three-time All-American — at 174
pounds.

Kaleb Romero, the No. 7 wrestler at 184
pounds, defeated No. 18 Abe Assad in a 3-2
decision. The redshirt senior earned the bout’s
first points early in the second period with an
escape. An lowa escape in the third tied the
match at one-all heading into sudden victory,
where Romero recorded a takedown to secure
the win.

After Romero’s win, Iowa led 14-12 head-
ing into the 197-pound division, giving No. 20
Gavin Hoffman an opportunity to put Ohio
State in front before the heavyweights compet-
ed. Hoffman offered all he could against No. 4
Jacob Werner, but the veteran Buckeye fell be-
hind early and couldn’t dig himself out of the
hole. He lost a 6-5 decision.

Tate Orndorff still had the potential to bring
home a win for Ohio State — he just needed
a pin. Falls are an unlikely occurrence in the
heavyweight division and are even rarer against
an opponent the caliber of No. 5 Tony Cassiop-
pi. With everything riding on one match, Orn-
dorff failed to produce points, dropping a 13-4
decision to the lowa wrestler.

The Buckeyes lost the dual by nine points,
but Ryan said he doesn't pay much attention to
wins and losses at this point in the season. For
now, he said his wrestlers need to focus on im-
proving each time they step on the mat.

“Wrestling is not like football,” Ryan said.
“You can have a loss and still win the nationals.
This season is all about learning and figuring
out what kind of team we might have heading
into the Big Ten competition and at the NCAAs.
I like where we are.”

Ohio State followed up the Friday night loss
with a Sunday afternoon win over Maryland,
defeating the Terrapins 39-4 in Columbus. The
Buckeyes won 9 of 10 matches, with the only
loss coming at 133 pounds from Koontz.

Up Next

The team will return to the mat on Feb. 4
when it faces No. 1 Penn State in State Col-
lege, Pa. Last season, the Nittany Lions visited
the Covelli Center and walked away with a 28-
12 win. Only three Buckeyes won matches that
night: Sasso and Romero secured decisions,
and Smith pinned then-No. 13 Joe Lee at 2:33.

“We're looking forward to continuing Big
Ten play against a ton of quality opponents,”
Kharchla said. “This conference has the best
wrestling in the country, so you have to make
sure you stay on top of your nutrition, condi-
tioning and rest. We will be ready for whoever
stands in front of us.”
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OHIO STATE MEN'S ICE HOCKEY

Russian Freshman Worth The Wait For Bucks

Russian-born Georgii Merkulov decided
at an early age that he wanted to play hock-
ey in the United States, and he has made
the sacrifices necessary to fulfill his dream.
The Ohio State forward is one of the top
freshmen in the country and a big reason
the No. 15 Buckeyes have surprised many
with their rebound after a lackluster 2020-
21 season.

IN THE CREASE

Craig Merz

Through Jan. 22, Merkulov led the
Buckeyes in goals with 14, including four
game-winners, and points with 27 while
playing in 25 of 26 games. He was first na-
tionally in goals for freshmen.

“] see a guy that wants the puck,” Ohio
State coach Steve Rohlik said. “I see a
guy that’s got a ton of skill. He's got great
vision.”

Merkulov (5-11, 180) was mesmerized
by this country a decade ago as an 11-year-
old when his Russian team was invited to a
tournament in Chicago.

“It was like probably the coolest week in
my life, and since then [ was always thinking
to come over and live in the United States
and play here,” he told BSB.

It took some time, but he finally reached
his goal in 2019 when he earned a tryout
with the Youngstown (Ohio) Phantoms of
the junior United States Hockey League.
He was there two seasons. In the second,
he had 40 points (14 goals, 26 assists) in 38
games to attract the attention of OSU assis-
tant coach JB Bittner.

But getting Merkulov to continue his ca-
reer a few hours from Youngstown took a
circuitous route on several fronts.

First, his athletic eligibility had to be
determined. He had played in a profes-
sional league in Russia prior to going to
Youngstown but had not been paid. He was
declared eligible on April 1.

“I started talking to schools before that
because I was hoping that I will be eligible
to play and I got a couple offers,” Merkulov
said. “I think it was only one offer from a Big
Ten school. It was Ohio State, and I always
wanted to play for a big-time school.”

The next step was making sure he was
academically eligible.

“Once we heard that he was making the
decision to go to college, we had to look at
his Russian grades, Russian transcripts,”’
Rohlik said.

He credited the athletic department and
academic advisors for making sure Merku-
lov met the criteria to be accepted into
school.

“That's what separates this place,”
Rohlik said. “It’s the resources. It’s the peo-
ple. It's student-athletes like this that you
want to take a chance on. I give our depart-
ment kudos for that.”

Then came the even harder part as it
turned out — getting to Columbus. Merku-
lov had returned home last summer and set
about getting a student visa, but relations

between the United States and Russia are
strained so it was not possible to get one
through the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.

“You have to go somewhere else in Eu-
rope or other countries, but COVID makes
it complicated too,” he said. “So it was only
a couple countries, Kazakhstan and the Do-
minican Republic, that I could go to.

“The wait line in Kazakhstan was Oc-
tober, so I couldn’t get a visa before Octo-
ber and that was too late to come here,”
he continued. “The only other one was the
Dominican Republic. And it’s also closer to
the United States. Kazakhstan is about 15
hours.”

So in August he again said goodbye to
his family in Russia and set off to secure
passage to the U.S. He endured a 16-hour
airport layover in Europe before reaching
the Dominican Republic.

Luck was on his side, however. He was in
the lobby of his hotel one day when he heard
some familiar Russian speech. It turns out
they were two MMA fighters in a similar pre-
dicament as him.

“I came up to them and said, ‘Can you
help me out? I'm stuck here by myself. I
don’t know what to do.

“They kind of took care of me for about
10 days, and they were doing basically the
same thing. They were waiting for their vi-
sas to come over to the United States. I'm
still in touch with them and friends. 'm so
thankful that I met them.”

Merkulov eventually got off the island
with the proper documents in hand, but
without a direct flight to Ohio, he had to
go through Dallas. Naturally, there was a
summer storm and his flight was canceled,
forcing him to sleep at the airport during his
16-hour stay.

“He does all that to have a chance to go
to school here for the first time other than
in Russia,” Rohlik said. “He learned the
English language here the last two years in
Youngstown all on his own, then to come
here and jump into school and play Division
I hockey, it’s all pretty amazing.

“He’s made of a lot of sacrifices. He's a
great kid. He’'s embraced the language. He
wants to learn the language. He's embraced
school. He wants to do well in school, and
obviously you've seen the results on the ice
as well.”

Merkulov knew only a few English words
when he arrived in Ohio for the first time
three years ago, but his free moments in
Youngstown were spent watching YouTube,
especially a course that promised conversa-
tional English by taking 16 hour-long les-
sons.

“You've got to put in the work. There’s a
lot of words to memorize, like 7,000 words
over 16 hours,” he said. “That helped a lot.

“It's getting easier every day, especial-
ly here in school. You pick up some words
from teammates and obviously during stuff
at school.”

Communication is not a problem in the
locker room, and he even speaks in his
native tongue with junior forward Mark
Cheremeta, who is from Belarus and has
a command of Russian. Also, Polish-born
junior forward Kamil Sadlocha can dabble
in Russian.

Merkulov is comfortable on the ice as

well.

He has seven games with two-plus points
and was runner-up for the Hockey Commis-
sioners Association’s national player of the
month for December when he had nine
points (three goals, six assists) in seven
games.

His output continued into the new year.
He scored the third-period game-winner at
Wisconsin on Jan. 8 and the next night had
the game-tying goal against the Badgers.

“He’s like a joystick,” Rohlik said. “I
mean in practice at times, he does some
things that you've just got to laugh at, and
it’s fun.”

In The Hunt

The Buckeyes (18-7-1, 10-5-1-0-1-1 Big
Ten) earned points in all four games since
BSB last printed with the lone blemish an
overtime loss to Notre Dame worth one
point. OSU is 9-1-1 in the past 11 games to
move into a first-place tie with Michigan at
33 points.

Ohio State took four of six points the
hard way from No. 13 Notre Dame on Jan.
14 and 15.

The Fighting Irish took the opener 3-2
in overtime. Most notably, a season-high
crowd of 8,350 at Value City Arena included
a school-record number of students (4,205)
for a hockey game.

OSU got revenge the next night with a
4-1 win fueled by the first career hat trick
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Hockey

Pts. W LT OTL

Michigan 33 10 6 0 3
Ohio State 33 10 5 1 1
Minnesota 27 950 1
Notre Dame 24 950 0
Wisconsin 16 510 1 1
Michigan State 15 511 0 0
Penn State 14 511 0 0

for senior captain Quinn Preston. He gave
the Buckeyes a 2-1 lead after two periods.

Merkulov extended the advantage to 3-1
early in the third before Preston capped the
scoring to back the 38 saves by freshman
Jakub Dobes.

Ohio State had a road sweep of Michi-
gan State on Jan. 21 and 22, winning 4-1
and 3-2. Merkulov had three points on the
weekend with an assist in the opener and
two goals the next night.

Up Next

The Buckeyes play at Penn State on
Jan. 28 and 29 before they wrap up the
regular-season home schedule with series
against Wisconsin (Feb. 4 and 5) and Min-
nesota (Feb. 11 and 12).

For full recaps of the Notre Dame and
Michigan State series, go to the Buckeye-
Sports.com website, free to all Buckeye
Sports Bulletin subscribers.
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Coaching Hires Change Direction Of Football Program

Ohio State’s Rose Bowl win over Utah
was not all that long ago — just a touch over
three weeks as of this writing. But given
the changes within the Buckeyes football
program, it seems like much, much longer.

THE FACTS
MAN

Mike Wachsman

The Buckeye blueprint going forward
looks different from the one it has followed
for the past few seasons. OSU has been a
one of the best offenses in college football
from the moment Ryan Day took over as
head coach. That was expected as Day is
steeped in knowledge on that side of the
football, playing quarterback in college for
Chip Kelly at the University of New Hamp-
shire and serving time as an NFL assistant
in charge of quarterbacks, with Philadel-
phia and San Francisco.

Offense has been a staple for Ohio
State in Day’s three seasons at the helm.
Defense? Not so much.

If you take away the mammoth 2019
campaign when the Buckeyes had the na-
tion’s best stop unit based on yards per play
allowed, OSU has been average-to-bad on
the other side of the line of scrimmage.
That weakness was a huge reason the
Buckeyes dropped two games for the first
time in Day’s tenure as head man. Ohio
State was unable to stop Oregon’s ground
attack early in the season and had no an-
swer for Michigan’s physical play in the
regular-season finale. There were other
anxious moments during the season when
the defense looked as leaky as a wooden
rowboat, but the offense was able to bail it
out and get the victory.

While 11-2 would be a stellar record
for 95 percent of the programs in college

football, Ohio State expects more. Day
took the Buckeyes to the College Football
Playoff in each of his first two seasons, and
that has become the yearly expectation.
For OSU to fall short, in the manner that
it did, leaves a bad taste in the mouth of all
involved — Day especially.

Football coaches are, by nature, a stub-
born lot. They cling to their beliefs and sys-
tems, and though many can see the cracks
beginning early, it isn’'t until there is cata-
strophic failure that those same coaches
decide to do something about it.

Such is the case for Day and Ohio
State, which left the 2021 season at a bit of
a crossroads. It was the first season when
a majority of the players on the roster were
Day’s instead of Urban Meyer’s, and it was
the first time that there was a noticeable
difference between the two coaches’ mind-
sets.

Meyer preferred physical play, beating
opponents into submission with power.
Day is much more finesse, and while that
works on offense, it is not so good on de-
fense. Ohio State’s read-and-react system
often had players out of alignment, taking
bad angles and just schematically not fit-
ting well against opposing offenses.

The pieces are certainly in place on of-
fense for Ohio State to once again be for-
midable. But to take that extra step, Day
knew the Buckeyes needed to look differ-
ent on defense — in scheme and approach
— even though it would have been easy to
stick to the status quo and not be afraid to
win shootouts.

And that’s why he hired Jim Knowles.

The former Oklahoma State defensive
coordinator did wonders in Stillwater as
the Cowboys finished first in sacks per
game (4.1), second in tackles for loss per
game (8.1), third in opponents’ third-down
conversions (28.8 percent), fifth in yards
per play allowed (4.6) and ninth in scoring
defense (18.1). Knowles likes aggression
and pressure and should have Ohio State
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looking radically different than the passive
units that have taken the field the last few
seasons.

Oklahoma State allowed 32.1 ppg in
Knowles' first year as coordinator in 2018
and got better each season under his lead-
ership. But it wasn’'t only at Oklahoma
State where Knowles shone. He had Duke
as a top-25 scoring defense unit in 2014
and 2017 and top 40 in yards per play al-
lowed in 2017, with athletes a notch below
those he will coach at Ohio State — and
Oklahoma State, for that matter.

Ohio State will change a bit schemat-
ically under Knowles, though it will still
play predominantly the same 4-2-5 that
it employed last season. Where it differs
from the scheme run by OSU in 2021 is
that Knowles likes to employ three safe-
ties, walking two up from deep to closer
to the line of scrimmage to help in run
defense yet still having one assisting in
coverage. He also has a hybrid defensive
end/linebacker position in the Leo, which
will move around in the formation, some-
times with his hand on the ground and
sometimes as a stand-up player who can
rush the passer or chase down ball car-
riers.

The system gets opponents behind the
chains as much as anyone in America, but
it can be susceptible to big plays over the
top if the quarterback isn't affected. So
the challenge for Knowles will be to find
out which players can handle his system,
which calls for quick reaction and in-
stincts. He doesn't like putting too much
on anyone’s plate and expects players to
simply play their role and not worry about
others.

Maybe easier said than done given
the Buckeyes’' defensive woes of the past
two seasons, but it should be fascinating
to watch the evolution of Knowles’ group.
Don’t be surprised if there are some early
hiccups as guys learn the ins and outs and
get comfortable with things. By season’s
end it won't be any kind of shock if Ohio
State has one of the better defenses in col-
lege football. If the Buckeyes can ascend
merely into the top 30, they will be right
there in the hunt for the national champi-
onship as the offense should be close to
unstoppable.

Knowles isn't the only shiny new addi-
tion to the coaching staff, though.

Former UCLA assistant Justin Frye is
the new offensive line coach, replacing
Greg Studrawa. The Buckeyes had their is-
sues in run blocking last season, finishing
52nd in power success rate, which Foot-
ball Outsiders describes as percentage of
plays on third or fourth down of two yards
or less that achieved a first down.

Part of it was likely due to OSU employ-
ing four natural tackles along the offensive
front, as the interior guys lacked the quick-
ness to fend off inside rushers. Frye should
help the Buckeyes transition back to a
more traditional set next year, with play-
ers in their natural positions. UCLA was
among the top 30 in that same stat in 2021
and a top-20 group in most offensive line
categories. Frye should bring new energy
to the program and will almost certainly be
a better recruiter than Studrawa.

Perry Eliano makes the trek north to
Columbus from Cincinnati, where he over-
saw the Bearcats’ secondary, which in-
cluded the dazzling duo of Thorpe Award
winner Coby Bryant and likely top-15 NFL
draft pick Sauce Gardner.

Cincinnati’s secondary was one of the
best in the country, largely due to the tu-
telage of Eliano and his reliance on dis-
cipline on the back end. He will oversee
safeties at Ohio State, because the final
piece of the coaching puzzle will handle
the cornerbacks — a position with which he
is very familiar.

Tim Walton comes back to Columbus
after over 25 seasons in the coaching
ranks, and he was known as a fierce hitter
in his time as a player for the Buckeyes.
A Florida native, Walton has been part of
a national championship at LSU in 2003
under Nick Saban and has been an assis-
tant coach in the NFL since 2009 — most
recently with the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Walton received high praise from for-
mer Jags cornerback Jalen Ramsey, who is
considered one of the best at his position
in the league.

“Coach Walton, he'’s probably one of the
best DB coaches — if not the best DB coach
— I've ever had in my life,” the five-time
Pro Bowler said in a 2019 interview with
ESPN. “He was really good. He was not
only a good coach, coached us super hard,
made sure we were on our technique, but
he was a good person too.

“He cared about us off the field. He
cared about battles we may have been
fighting off the field, and he was always
there for us. I felt that it was important,
and it meant a lot that he was always trying
to understand. A lot of times you get in sit-
uations and people in authority or people
in a position, they don’t even care to try and
understand you as a person, you as a play-
er, anything. But he was really thorough in
everything, trying to make sure he knew us
individually, as a player and a person.”

The Buckeyes should start the 2022
campaign squarely in the top five nation-
ally, and maybe even in the top three. The
schedule is a bit tougher, with home games
against Notre Dame and Wisconsin in
September, road trips to East Lansing and
Happy Valley in October and what could
be a tester at home in mid-October against
Towa. The rivalry game with Michigan is in
Columbus, and you can bet that the Buck-
eyes will have all of their attention on that
one this time around.

The offense will be a nightmare for any
defense it faces, so the only real unknown
is how much the defense progresses. If it
turns out that Knowles’ system is too diffi-
cult to master in year one, there could be
a couple of setbacks. But if Ohio State is
playing free and easy and picking up the
nuances of the scheme faster than expect-
ed, then a trip to the CFP is almost guar-
anteed. What it does once it gets there is
anyone’s guess.

About the only thing missing from Day’s
Ohio State résumé is a national title.

If these coaching hires work as well as
Buckeye Nation hopes and expects, that
could be checked off shortly after the Jan.
9 championship game ends.
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A New Day For OSU Defense With Coaching Changes
THE VIEW FROM 15TH & HIGH

Trivia time. This should be an easy one,
though I wouldn’t have gotten it.

Who was the coach of the defensive second-
ary when the Ohio State football team won the
2002 national championship?

Ryan Day pretty much cleaned house when
it came to assistant coaches on the defensive
side of the ball, following a season when the
Buckeye stop troops tended to struggle against
better competition. Gone are Matt Barnes, Ker-
ry Coombs and Al Washington. Taking over the
headsets are Jim Knowles (defensive coordina-
tor), former Buckeye Tim Walton (cornerbacks)
and Perry Eliano (safeties). As has been docu-
mented previously, Knowles is the crown jewel
of the incoming bunch, and we will see if he
brings as much success to Columbus as he had
at his previous stop at Oklahoma State.

With the offense that Ohio State is bringing
back, headlined by CJ. Stroud and his merry
band of receivers, even modest improvement
on defense would put the Buckeyes right in the
thick of the national title chase.

Regardless of the ultimate outcome, I ad-
mire Day for his willingness to take action,
basically acknowledging that while the exciting
win over Utah was a wonderful and feel-good
denouement to the season, 2021 was not up
to Ohio State standards. Similarly, I had been
impressed with his aggressive action in making
changes after the Oregon loss and the fact that
he was — for the most part — able to pull it off.
Things could have gone completely in the tank,
but they didn't.

Still, 11-2 with a Rose Bowl victory is a little
ho-hum around Columbus.

The good news is that Ohio State had had
great success when it has reshuffled the defen-
sive coaching deck in recent years.

When Urban Meyer took over the team in
2012, it struggled on defense during his first
two seasons. In 2012, the Buckeyes allowed
243.5 yards passing to rank 78th in the country,
and things got worse in 2013, when Ohio State
ranked 112nd while giving up 268.0 yards
through the air.

Out went safeties coach and co-defensive
coordinator Everett Withers and defensive line
coach Mike Vrabel, and in came two key hires
in new safeties coach and co-defensive coordi-
nator Chris Ash and defensive line coach Larry
Johnson, who remains with the team today.

The result was an improvement to 29th
in the country in passing defense with 201.1
yards allowed. The Buckeyes were also 19th
in total defense with 342.4 yards and, more
importantly, Ohio State won the 2014 national
championship.

I think everyone remembers the 2018 Ohio
State defense. The Buckeyes were 50th in scor-
ing defense (25.5 points), 71st in total defense
(403.4 yards) and 86th in passing defense
(245.2).

Despite an explosive offense led by Dwayne
Haskins, the Buckeyes lost at Purdue while
giving up 49 points and almost lost a shoot-out
against lowly Maryland before barely prevailing
in overtime, 52-51.

This time it was Day’s turn to take out the
defensive broom. Gone were linebackers coach
Billy Davis, safeties coach and co-defensive
coordinator Alex Grinch, cornerbacks coach
and special teams coordinator Taver John-
son, and defensive coordinator and associate
head coach Greg Schiano. In their place came
Barnes as special teams coordinator and assis-
tant secondary coach, co-defensive coordinator
Greg Mattison, Washington as the linebackers
coach and, most importantly, co-defensive coor-
dinator and secondary coach Jeff Hafley.

What followed was one of the most stun-
ning defensive turnarounds in Ohio State —
and maybe even college — football history. The

Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

Buckeyes jumped to No. 1 in total defense, al-
lowing 259.7 yards per game, No. 4 in scoring
defense (13.7 points) and — here’s the stunner
— No. 1 in pass defense, yielding just 156.0 air
yards per game. This from a team that, as you
can see, has had a penchant for porous pass
defense.

One can only hope that the current staff
changes have something even close to the suc-
cess that these other recent staff adjustments
have had.

In thinking about these staff cleansings, |
could not help but think of perhaps — at least
now with 41 years of hindsight — the most fa-
mous mass firing in Ohio State football history.

Following the 1981 season, Earle Bruce
did some defensive house cleaning of his own.
Gone were defensive coordinator Dennis Fry-
zel, tackles and middle guards coach Steve
Szabo, and a young defensive secondary coach
named Nick Saban. Yes, that Nick Saban.

In their place came defensive backfield
coach Dom Capers, tackles and middle guards
coach Randy Hart and outside linebackers
coach Fred Pagac. I couldn’t help but look and
see if this new guard was able to improve on
the defense that featured the budding — or in
Bruce’s eyes apparently not budding — Saban.

As you can guess under Bruce, both teams
finished 9-3, so there was little improvement
there.

I couldn't find NCAA rankings, but in 1981,
Ohio State gave up 21.1 points per game, 367.8
total yards and 273.2 yards passing per game.
By comparison, Ohio State, with Art Schlichter
at the controls, passed for only 224.9 yards per
game.

In 1982, the Buckeyes gave up 17.3 points
per game, 364.2 total yards and 236.8 yards
passing, so there was modest improvement, in-
cluding a 36.4-yard improvement per game in
passing yards given up. Hardly Jeff Hafley-like
improvement, but sorry Nick, the pass defense
did improve.

Good-Bye, Kerry

One of the sad things about the staff shake-
up, at least for me, is the departure of Coombs.
I'll admit it. His enthusiasm was infectious
and even got me excited. Obviously, his choice
as defensive coordinator was a disaster. What
would have happened the rest of the way in
2021 if Day had left Coombs as the coordina-
tor — to my knowledge they never officially took
the title away from him — we'll never know. |
do know that he handled an extreme case of
public humiliation with grace and professional-
ism. As the days went by after the Rose Bowl, |
actually thought the fiery coach might end up
staying, but instead he is off to his old stomping
grounds at the University of Cincinnati.

I have been trying to figure out for weeks
now how Coombs went from one of the most
beloved Ohio State assistant coaches ever in
his first stint as a Buckeye coach, joining Urban
Meyer's first staff in 2012 and staying through
the 2017 season, to the demon he became
upon his return after two years with Vrabel's
Tennessee Titans in 2020.

Obviously, the answer is his ill-fated selec-
tion by Day as defensive coordinator and de-
fensive disasters in the 2020 national champi-
onship game against Alabama and the loss to
Oregon early in the 2021 season. Buckeye fans
can have very short memories.

His departure sparked a lively debate on
our BuckeyeSports.com Forum as to whether

Coombs was a good coach or just an enthusi-
astic coach who happened to also be a good re-
cruiter. I fell on the side of he was a good coach,
and I found myself at odds with BSB managing
editor emeritus Mark Rea.

“Coombs’ ability as a recruiter and a rah-
rah guy on the sideline and in the locker room
seems unquestionable,” Mark posted on the
Forum. “But you can count me as one who be-
lieves his prowess as a DBs coach is overrat-
ed. Quote to me all day the firstrounders he
recruited or produced, but how many of those
firstrounders turned out to be All-Pros?”

He proceeds to tick off the names of Brad-
ley Roby, Eli Apple, Marshon Lattimore, Ma-
lik Hooker, Gareon Conley, Denzel Ward, Jeff
Okudah and Damon Arnette as guys who have
not yet attained All-Pro status.

“Nice guy? Yes. Good recruiter? Probably.
Great DBs coach? Sorry, 'm not convinced,”
Mark concludes.

Regular poster “mcarr” had this to say in
response to Mark: “Your guys mentioned have
a combined 35 years in the NFL according to
Pro-Football-Reference.com. As best I can tell,
Conley is the only one who was not active last
season (injury reserve). That's an average of 4.4
years in the league and counting. Google says
the average NFL career is 3.3 years. Somebody
must be doing something right.

“Lattimore is a four-time pro-bowler and
was a rookie of the year. Denzel Ward is a two-
time pro-bowler and made the all-rookie team.”

Chimed in “Poster That Harley Built™: “If
these guys were rookie of the year or on the
all-rookie team, let’s see. Who would have pre-
pared them to be that ready?”

Well, I would say Kerry Coombs. But Mark
had a response to that too.

“There is a huge difference between the Pro
Bowl and All-Pro. Champ Bailey made 12 Pro
Bowls but was All-Pro only three times.”

I have to ask. At what point does Coombs
hand the ball off to the pro coaches for his play-
ers’ development?

Here is my personal defense of Coombs.

When Meyer cleaned house in early
2014, as mentioned above, why did he retain
Coombs? Meyer, of course, is obsessed with re-
cruiting, so he might have kept him for that rea-
son. And after Hafley left to take the head job at
Boston College, why did Day lure Coombs back
to Columbus? I suppose in Day'’s case you could
also say recruiting.

But what about Vrabel hiring Coombs at
Tennessee? There is no recruiting in the NFL.
And pros would laugh Coombs right out of the
locker room if he tried that rah-rah stuff (which
I'm sure he did to a degree. You can't take that
completely out of the man).

And it seems like Coombs was successful in
the NFL.

According to the always reliable Wikipedia,
with Coombs as defensive secondary coach,
“the 2018 Titans ranked sixth in the NFL
in passing defense (216.9 yards per game),
ranked eighth in the league with an opponent
passer rating of 88.4, and finished ninth in the
league with a 63.2 opponent completion per-
centage. Titans defensive backs accounted for
10 total interceptions and an NFL-high nine
sacks. In 2019, the Titans defensive backfield
was again a top-10 unit in passing yards and
interceptions.”

Going back to the first tenure at Ohio State,
Coombs was part of the challenged defensive
backfields in Urban’s first two seasons so that’s

a strike against him, but he was also part of the
2014 pass defense that helped Ohio State to
the national championship. How did Coombs
and the Buckeyes do after that? In 2015 Ohio
State was 16th in the country, allowing 184.5
passing yards. In 2016, the Buckeyes moved
up to seventh in the country with 172.2 passing
yards given up. The secondary dipped in 2017,
giving up 195.9 yards for a still respectable
30th in the nation.

Coombs heads off to Nashville, and here
comes the 2018 disaster. Coincidence? I rest
my case.

Regardless of which side of the Kerry
Coombs argument you fall, I'll say it again. I'll
miss him and I wish him the best on Luke Fic-
kell's Bearcat staff. By the way, if Coombs is a
stiff, why did Fickell hire him? Must be the re-
cruiting.

Bruce Not So Wonderful

Speaking of Mark Rea, in his interesting
column on non-Buckeyes who passed away in
2021 who crossed paths with Ohio State, in an
addendum, he mentions professional wrestler
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff, who passed
away on July 12. Orndorff had played football
under Bruce when Earle had a brief, but suc-
cessful, stint at Tampa, after leaving Woody
Hayes' staff in Columbus.

As some of you know, in one of the more
colorful chapters of my career, I was involved
in professional wrestling, working primarily
for the old NWA and the now defunct WCW. [
worked with many of the great stars of the day,
most notably “The Nature Boy” Ric Flair and
also the father of Buckeye great James Lauri-
naitis when he was with the rough and tumble
Road Warriors.

Somewhere near the end of my wrestling
career, and apparently Orndorff’s, I was work-
ing as a ring announcer on the independent cir-
cuit somewhere in Ohio. Orndorff was one of
the featured wrestlers on the card. I had never
worked with him before, as he had been with
the rival WWE. I was well entrenched at BSB
at the time and knew Earle, and I thought bring-
ing up the wrestler’s old college football coach
might break the ice.

I expected to exchange pleasantries about
Earle, because how could you not like Earle? [
don’t remember the particulars, but Mr. Won-
derful did not like Earle Bruce. I truly don't re-
member why, but I have a feeling Orndorff was
a bit of a free spirit and Earle was a Woody dis-
ciple. Could have been a combustible mix.

Trivia Answer

The defensive secondary coach for the
2002 national championship Buckeyes was
none other than current Michigan State head
coach Mel Tucker. Tucker was with the Buck-
eyes under Jim Tressel from 2001-2004. From
there he took a winding path to East Lansing.

He left the Buckeyes for the NFL, serving
as an assistant with Cleveland, Jacksonville and
Chicago before returning to the college ranks
with Saban — whom he had previously coached
with at Michigan State and LSU — at Alabama
in 2015. He left for Georgia the next year and
became head coach at Colorado for one season
in 2019 before taking over the Spartans.

Michigan State fans should be excited be-
cause Tucker has a championship pedigree.
Not only did he win it all with the Buckeyes in
2002, but he also won a ring with the Crimson
Tide in 2015.

By the way, my guess would have been that
defensive coordinator Mark Dantonio handled
the Buckeye DBs in 2002. As a completely irrel-
evant aside, Tucker and Dantonio would have
worked together under Saban in 1997.
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WHAT SHOULD 1 DO IF |
THINK THAVE A CONCUSSION?

REPORT IT. Tell your coach, GET CHECKED OUT. If you thinkyou l§ GIVE YOUR BRAIN TIMETO

parent, and athletic trainer have a concussion, do not return to HEAL. A concussion can make

if you think you or one of your play on the day of the injury. Only a it harder to do everyday

teammates may have a healthcare provider can tell if you activities, such as

concussion. It’s up to you to have a concussion and when itis OK @ concentrating at school. You

report your symptoms. Your to return to school and play. The may need extra help getting

coach and team are relying on sooner you get checked out, the back to your normal activities.

you. Plus, you won't play your sooner you may be able to safely Be sure to update your

best if you are not feeling well. return to play. parents and doctor about how
you are feeling.

WHY SHOULD | TELL  paingor
MY COACH AND Concussions
PARENTS ABOUT MY &ndesisa

SYM PTOMS? Ionger recovery.

I GOOD TEAMMATES KNOW: IT’S BETTER TO MISS ONE GAME THAN THE WHOLE SEASON I
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/concussion
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