
State University Of New York Chancellor
Kristina Johnson To Be Named Ohio State’s
Next President, Per Report

According to a report from the New York Post, State University of New York chancellor Dr. Kristina M.
Johnson will succeed Dr. Michael V. Drake as Ohio State’s next university president.

SUNY Chancellor Johnson to step down amid pandemic, budget woes https://t.co/nsbfOUo2Y2
pic.twitter.com/3IYYwS2jLM

— New York Post (@nypost) June 3, 2020

Johnson — who will assume the role on Sept. 1 — spent the last three years as the chancellor of the 64-
college system known as the State University of New York. She was previously the CEO of Cube Hydro
Partners, a clean-energy infrastructure company focused on building and operating hydropower plants
in North America, and the Secretary of Energy for the U.S. Department of Energy before that.

Johnson received her bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees in engineering from Stanford
University. Her previous work in academia includes serving as the Dean of the Pratt School of
Engineering at Duke University from 1999-2007 and Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic
Affairs at Johns Hopkins University from 2007-09.

Ohio State has not yet confirmed Johnson’s hiring, but the university’s Board of Trustees is set to
conduct a virtual meeting on Wednesday, which includes an executive session to discuss personnel and
compensation. An official announcement could follow.

Drake, meanwhile, announced in November that he would retire at the conclusion of the 2019-20
academic year and assume the role of president emeritus. If he stays with the university for one year
thereafter, he will become a tenured distinguished professor in the Colleges of Medicine, as well as the
College of Education and Human Ecology.

Drake’s current salary is $891,946, while Johnson was reportedly paid $560,000 per year.
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