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Wilkinson Rated One Of State’s Top Defensive Linemen

Prep Lineman Can Fill Variety Of Spots

By Hrent Lal.onde

When nsked what position star
lineman Dan Wilkinson could rlny in
college, Dayton Dunbar coac
Montgomery had a simple answer.

“Anywhere he wants,”" Montgomery
said,

The same can probably be said about
at which colloge Wilkinson will play.

The 6-5, 290-pound senior has been a
starter on the offensive line at Dunbar
sinee his freshman year. And, since
midway through his sophomore year, he
has also started at defensive tackle.

Montgomery said Wilkinson is just
as proficient regardless of which side of
the ball he lines up on.

*To me, ho in the best I've ever had
as o two-way tackle,” said the veteran
Dunbar hoad coach. “He has tremen-
dous speed. Last yonr he ran n 4.9 in
the 40 and he was lugging around 300
pounds. This year, he is s0 much quick-
or.

“T've talked to a lot of recruiters, and
some say offense and some say defense.
Whatever they take him as, they are
going to get n good ballplayer. | guess it
will depend on who wants him and
what system they want to use.”

Wilkinson, who goes by the nick-
name “Big Daddy,” was rated by nation-
nl recruiting expert Tom Lemming na
one of the top 10 players in the state of
Ohio. Lemming rates Wilkinson and
Cleveland St, Ignatius defensive tackle
Trent Zenkewicz as the top defensive

line prospects in the state.

“He is a super prospect,” Lemming
said. “No matter what achool we visited
in the Dayton area this summoer, overy-
one wanted to talk about ‘Big Daddy.
He could be a force at defensive tackle,
although many college scouts think Dan
eould be a dominant offensive lineman.”

Besides playing offensive tackle for
Dunbar, Wilkinson has played three
positions on the defensive line this year,
including tackle, end and nose guard.
He says he doesn't care where he plays
in college.

“It really doesn't matter
Wilkinson said. “I like
defense about oven.”

Through Oct. 18, he had led Dunbar
to a 7-2 record and an apparent spot in
the Division | playoffs. Wilkinson has
been dominant on offense and defense
throughout the season, according to
Montgomery.

“I had him at nose gunrd, and he was
tremendous,” the Dunbar head coach
said. “You'd think with his size he
would just bully the center. But no way.
He would just swing right around them
because he's so quick. He's just a good
ballplayer.”

According to Montgomery, Wilkin-
son's body has matured over the past
year, and the result has been a quicker
version of “Big Daddy.”

"Maturity will do that for you. That
is the difference, I believe, in a 16 and
17-year-old,” Montgomery said. “When

now,
offense and
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Dan Wilkinson

he's 20, I probably won't even know him
because he'll be so quick. When a kid is
that big, he usually doesn't move that
quick.”

Wilkinson, who works out three
times n weok and bench presses 425
pounds, has narrowed his list of pros-
pective colleges down to Ohio State,
Michigan, Miami (Fin.), Alabama, Flor-
ida, Nlinois, Southern Cal and “a couple
of others.”

He said Ohio State is right in the
thick of the running for his services,

*They leck pretty good. They're right
up there,” Wilkinson said. “But I really
haven’t been talking to too many of the
Ohio State people.”

Montgomery said he will leave the
task of choosing n college up to
Wilkinson.

“I told him to just remain open-
minded and pick five good schools to
visit. I told him if he asked my opinion,
I would give him my opinion,” Mont-
gomery said.

Wilkinson said he really hasn't given
much thought yet as to choosing a col.

lege.

*I have to take care of high school
football first,” he said.

If Wilkinson was getting excited
about one school, Montgomery said he
probably wouldn't show any signs of it
anyway.

*“He doesn't get real excited about
anything,” the coach said. “He always
looks the same, after a win or alter n
loss. I've really only seem him get all
excited once. But, hell, he'll get hyped
up il you put some food in front of him,”

Montgomery said Wilkinson has
focused more on football during his
sonior year.

“He plays his best in his biggest
games. He's punctual, and you can al-
ways rely on him. He's been a little
more enthusiastic lately, and he's be-
ginning to show hln lumlaﬂh;p and get
others pumped up,” Montgomery said.

Wilkinson has played bukel.hn'll and
run track the past three years at Dun-
bar, but said he will probably sit out
basketball this year. He plans, however,
to go shead and participate in traeck
again this season, but for a good reason.

“I did play basketball, but I don't
think I'm going to play this year," he
said. “I also throw the shot and discus
in track, but I just do that to keep in
shape for football.”

Wilkinson became o legitimate Divi-
sion [ prospect during his sophomore
yoar at Dunbar.

“As n freshman, he had some prob-
lems and was not that impressive®
Montgomery said. “He was just another
big kid. But during the middle of his
sophomore year, he started both ways
and has been there ever since.”

Wilkinson carries a 2.40 grade-point
average at Dunbar. He was scheduled
to take the American College Test on
Oct. 27. He said ncademics will play a
role in choosing a college.

“Il be looking for a good education,”
he said. “The schools I'm interested in
will have to have good academic stand-
ings. 1 want to play football, but my ed-
ucation is important to me, too.”
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NAME — Dan Wilkinson
HIGH SCHOOL — Dayton Dunbar

POSITION — Offensive tackle, defensive lineman

HEIGHT, WEIGHT — 6.6, 290 pounds

BENCH PRESS — 425 pounds

40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.80 seconds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 2.40

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS — Scheduled to take ACT on Oet. 27

VITAL STATISTICS — Rated by national recruiting expert Tom Lem-
ming as one of the top 10 players in Ohio, Wilkinson has helped Dunbar to
a 7-2 record through Oct. 19 and an almost sure borth in the state
playoffs. Has been a two-way starter since his sophomore year, Most col-
lege scouta believe Wilkinson will be a defensive lineman, but many others
look at him as an offensive tackle prospect. Totaled 72 tackles and eight
sacks last senson.

COACH'S COMMENT — *I have never had a player who excelled as
much on both offense and defense as Daniel, Usually, a high school player
will prefer either offense or defense, and the ono they prefer will be the
one they are usually the best at playing. That's not the case here. It really
doesn’t matter to Dan which one he plays. Most people figure he's going to
be a defensive lineman in college, but he just as easily could wind up play-
ing on the offensive side.” — Dayten Dunbar head coach Tom Montgomery

TOBBIES — Lifting weights, basketball

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Ohio State, Michigan, Miami (Fla.),

Alabama, Florida, Illinois, Southern Cal and several other schools
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*I would never do anything to jeopar-
dize my teammates,” Reynolds told The
Columbus Dispatch, *but 1 have to
stand up for my rights. | have nover
used steroids before and stercids have
naver been in my body.

*As long as I'm living on this Earth,
Buteh Reynolds will continue to fight to
clear his nnme.”

OSU Wins All-Sports Title

Ohio State won the 1990.91 Big Ten
all-sports championship, outdistancing
Indiana by just 2.5 points.

The Buckeyes, helped by conference
championships in baseball, men's bas-
ketball and men's tennis as well as
runner-up finishes in men's golf, men's
gymnastics, men's outdoor track and
women's volleyball, scored 129 total
points in the rankings.

The Hoosiers wore second with 126.5
points, followed by Wisconsin with 100,
Michigan with 108 and lowa with 106,

Points are awarded on a 10-8-8 basis
with 10 points given for finishing first
in u sport, nine paints for second and so
on. Standings in 21 intercollegiate
sports — 11 for the men and 10 for
women — are computed to get the all-
sports standings.
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All-Star Recruits
Three future Ohio State players will
appear in a high school uniform for the
finul time July 13 at the 46th annual
Ohio All-Star Football Game.

The contest is scheduled to be played
beginning at 7 p.m. in Massillon's Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium.

Bob Hoying of St. Henry will
quarterback the South squad in the con-
teat. Also scheduled to appear for the
South squad are defensive back Marlon
Kerner of Columbus Brookhaven and
place-kicker Mike Jones of Steubenville.

Hoying and Kerner were both
awarded scholarships last February
while Jones, rated ns one of the top
kickers in the state last fall, will join
the Buckeyes ns n walk-on.

Mallon Wins LPGA

Former Ohio State golfer Meg Mal-
lon rolled in a 10-foot birdie putt on the
final hole of competition to win the
LPGA Championship in Bethesda, Md.,
June 30.

Mallon carded n 72-hole score of 274,
10-under-par, to beat LPGA stars Pat
Bradley and Ayako Okamoto by a single
stroke. In capturing her first major title
on the LPGA tour, Mallon pocketed
£150,000.,

Top Ohio Prep Lineman
Set To Sign With Bucks

By Mike Wachsman

Ohio State's 1991 football recruiting
effort, thought to be all sewed up last
Fabruary, may not be finished quite yet.

The Buckeyes' class of 19 incoming
froshmen may increase to an even 20
with the signing of lineman Dan
Wilkinson of Dayton Dunbar.

Wilkinson told BSB that he would
gign n national letter of intent to play
football for the Buckeyes on July 10 or
11.

Ho was one of the most highly sought
lineman in the country last fall until it
appeared he would not be able to
qualify for freshmaon eligibility under
Proposition 42. However, he achieved a
passing score on the ACT on his final
attenipt at taking the test and should
be aligible to play in the fall.

As BSB went to preas, there was still
a question regarding Wilkinson's grade-
paint average, but it apponred the ques-
tion would be resolved.

Wilkinson made a name for himself
as both an offensive and defensive
lineman, earning All-Ohio honors and
Parade maguzine All-American plau-
dits.

*i decided n couple wooks ago that it
would be Ohio State,” the 6.6, 285-
pounder said. “It came down to them
and Tennessee, Basically, it was be-
cause it was close to home and (OSU
track team momber) Chris (Nelloms,
also from Dayton Dunbar) told me that
it was a good achool.”

Wilkinson, who can bonch press in
excess of 425 pounds and run the 40 in
5.0 seconds, is not sure exactly where
on the defensive line he will play.

*They have a lot of good players, but
I'm pretty good, too,” he said. “Getting
this out of the way, boy, what a relief.
Now [ can relax and take things easy
until I get to Ohio State. Then it will be
time to get down to bumnoss.”

She played for the Lady Buckeyes
from 1982-85, earning All-Big Ten
honors in her junior and senior years.

Divers Make Pan Am Team

Former Ohio State divers Karen
LaFace and Patrick Jeffroy earned
berthe on the U.S. diving teams sched.
uled to compete in the Pan American
Guames next month.

LaFace won the three-meter spring-
board event at the HTH Classic in Prin-
coton, NJ., June 15, earning an auto-
matic berth on the Pan Am women's
team.

Jolfrey finished in second place in
the men's platform event at the same
mest, earning his spot on the Pan Am
men's roster,

LaFace was a three-time All-
American for the Buckeyes from 1986-
88, She was the national collegiate one-
meter champion in 1987,

Also o three-time All-American, Jof-
froy was the national colleginte
champion in 1988 in both the one and
three-meter springboard eventa.

WLAF Geis Stadium OK
The Ohio State Athletic Council has
approved use of Ohio Stadium for World

OTC Travel
889-9625

e

|
1

League of American Football games if
Columbus is awarded a franchise.

The promoters of a WLAF franchise
in Columbus hope to enter a bid to the
intarnationnl lenguo’s New York head-
quarters around July 13. At that time,
the WLAF will weigh expansion from
the present 10 teams to as many ns 16
teams for the 1962 spring season.

The only remaining hurdle in using
Ohio Stadium for the professional foot-
ball games is n Big Ten conference rule
forbidding the use of member facilities
by professional teams.

OSU and the proposed Columbus
franchise would need a waiver from the
Big Ten in order to use Ohio Stadium,
site of several pro football exhibitions,
but never a full slate of regular-season
pro games.

Lachey Receives Honor
Former Ohio State lineman Jim
Lachey, currently with the Washington
Redskins, received the John Mackey
Award as the NFC's top offensive
lineman at a banquet June 23 in Chica-
Ro.

Continued On Page 24
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Buckeye Defense More Than Happy
To Be Making Room For ‘Big Daddy’

By RICH LEONARDO
Duekeye Sporta Dullotin Staflf Writer

If the Ohio State football team were
going to develop n series for television,
it might very well have come up with a
remake of the timeless classic “Make
Room for Daddy.”

However, the title would probably
have been changed slightly to *Make
Room For Big Daddy.”

The Buckeyes' defensive line was

decimated following last senson with
the graduation of three-year starter
Rich Frimel and the NFL's early call to
standout Alonzo Spellman. The void left
by their departures certainly hastened a
switch to defense for “Big Daddy™ Dan
Wilkinson, nnd he has answered the
eall

“You just don't mee a player with
Daniel's talent very often,” OSU
defensive coordinator Bill Young said.
“By that, I moan being big, fast, strong
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and having excellent coordination. Plus,
he's s0 smooth when he runs that he
looks like a track runner. Honestly, it's
very rare to have a player with all of his
capabilities. This is a once-in-a-great-
while opportunity.”

Ohio State has not produced an All-
American defensive lineman since nose
guard Aaron Brown was so honored 156
years ago. Wilkinson might be the next.

*I think Daniel can be one of the best
defensive tackles in the Big Ten, if he's
not already one of them,” Young said.
“He's got ns much talent as anybody I've
over conched, and several of those for-
mer players are playing in the NFL
right now,

“If he keeps on the right track and
stays healthy, I'm certain good things
are going to happen for both him and
ue

Good things have already begun as
the 6-5, 208.pound redshirt freshman
led the Buckeyes in sacks all season. He
wound up the regular year with 6.5
sacks and 10.5 tackles for loss among
his 44 total stops,

It appears if Wilkinson isn't making
u tackle, he's certainly at least occupy
ing more than one offensive player.

“Starting with the second game, I've
been double-teamed on virtually every
play,” Wilkinson said. “Sometimes I'm
triple-teamed by the guard, the tackle
and the fullback, but [ guess I'm getting
used to it

“Really, by me occupying two or
threa players, it usually frees up Steve
(Tovar) or someone to slip in there and
make the tackle, But, hey, I got off, too.
They ean't keep me out of there all day.
But it doesn't matter to me who gets the
tackle. Il do whatever is best for the
defense as a whole and Il do it com-
pletely.”

The term “complete® seems ap-
propriate when deseribing the bound-
less abilities of the young Buckeye de-
fender. To go along with his size and
strength, Wilkinson also runs the 40-
yard dash in 4.9 seconds and has o

Dan Wilkinson

standing vertical jump of 30 jnchas

“Big Daddy has had a heckuva sea-
son for us so far and if he continues to
progress like he has, he'll end up being
one of the top defensive linemen in the
country,” 08U head foatball coach John
Cooper said. *“He got banged up a little
bit with a sprained shoulder, but he's
darn tough and he was out there the
majority of the time.”

Wilkinson might have seen playing
time Inst year as o true freshman if not
for one thing — & weight problem. He
eame to Ohio State weighing 348
pounds and was subsequently red-
shirted and moved to offensive tackle,

“Dofense is what I play. There's no
doubt about which side of the ball I'm
supposed to play on,” Wilkinson said.
“That switch to offense last year was
punishment for my coming to camp 50
pounds overweight. But at one time
during the season, | weighed out at 287
pounds; so I'm in the best shape of my
life.

“I'm just hitting my stride now; I'm
comfortable. I know what | can do and |
know what 1 will do. There are things 1
ean do now where the man playing
across from me cannot stop me. Woek in
and week out, Il continue to be more
and more relentless.

*All things considered, I do need to
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improve in some areas, but I'm feeling
confident right now; so I'm sure every-
thing will fall into place.”

Things have been falling into place
for OSU's young defensive tackle for
quite some time now. As n propster at
Dayton Dunbar High School, Wilkinson
dominnted the competition and was
penerally considered one of the top
defensive line prospects in the country.
Due to his schoolboy prowess,
Wilkinson was flooded with scholarship
offers, but a problem with qualifying to
play as a freshman left him unsigned on
national signing day.

A Tow months later, Wilkinson got
squared nway on his entrance tests and
schoolwork, and the Buckeyes were one
of the few schools that remained in
touch with him.

‘T always did like Ohio State and
when 1t came time to decide, 1 chose
OSU over Miami of Florida,” he anid.
“But really, the choice was ensy because
| always wanted to be a Buckeye.”

Being & Buckeye can also creato a lot
of pressure for n young player, especial-
ly if expectations run high.

“I don't know nbout anybody else, but
we as conches put some preasure on him
becauss he does have so very much
talent,” Young said. *We feel Daniel has
the potantial to be one of the best
players in the country and as he keeps
improving each week, he also continues
to meot all of our expoectations, and his
more and more un.

future becomes
limitad.

*I think he's had a really good sea-
son, plus he's done everything we've
asked of him nnd a little bit mora.”

Doing a little bit more has become

Wilkinson's prosence has had a
major impact on OSU's defense this
year, and his performance has people
forgetting about the departed Spellman.

“] don't feel any pressure about hav-
ing to fill Alonzo's shoes, but 1 do feel
pressure from what outsiders might ex-
pect me to do and from what I expect
from myself,” Wilkinson said. *I wasn't
real sure about how I'd perform at this
level, but 1 certainly never worried
about trying to be the next anybody,

“I do what | have to do to succeed,
and while [ don't tune out the media, |
realize all I have to do is take care of
business and the rest of that stufl will
take care of itself.”
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the norm for Wilkinson, as he seems to
have a knnck for raising his level of
i:fu_‘,‘ At some very opportune moments.
For instance, in the senson opener
agmunst  Lowswille, it  was  his
tremendous pass rush that forced Car-
dinals quarterback Jefl Brohm into mis-
firing on a two-point conversion attempt
that would have sscured a first-game
loss for the Buckeyes,

*Opposing teams might not have
been real aware of Big Daddy at the be-
ginning of the senson,” Cooper said, *but
you ean bot the farm on the fact that
they know exactly where he's lining up
now. He's o force, that's for sure.”
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Bucks’ Defensive Line Anchor Preparing For Sophomore Season

‘Big Daddy’ Keeping Praise In Perspective

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeye Sporis Holletin Staff Writer

Even with the intensity of football
senson still two months awany, huge
defensive tackle "Big Daddy® Dan
Wilkinson is sacking the spotlight.

That's because, while many other
athletes have gone home for the sum-
mer or are logging time at seasonal
jobs, Wilkinson, a human wrecking ball
nt 6-5 and 312 pounds, is gearing for
what could be the most dominating dis-
play by n Buckeye since Chris Spielman
knocked woozy 205 ball carmers in 19686
or Keith Byars rambled for 1,764 yards
and 24 touchdownas in 1984

After finishing with 46 tackles, n
team-high 6% sacks and a bevy of big
plays during last year's debut,
Wilkinson has given the OSU faithful
grent reason to anticipate. His numbers
and imposing talent earned him praise
ns a first-toamer on the All-Big Ten list,

But Buckeye fanatics are not the
only ones anxiously awniting
Wilkinson's encors performance. Profes-
sional scouts are checking in regularly
to see il "Big Daddy” is as determined
as he s talented.

Noted draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr. is
already convinced. In his recent preview
of the 1994 NFL draft, Kiper touted
Wilkinson as the number one defensive
tackle in the country. He even
proclaimed the Buckeye phonom as a
“strong possibility” of being the number
one pick overall if he chooses to come
out powerful words about n young
man who has played in just 12 col-
legiate games, 10 as & starter,

Wilkinson more realistically foels he
has n long way to go

“There were times last season when
people would come up to me and say,
'‘Great game," and | don’t think I did
that much,” he said. “Most of the time, 1
feel like 1 could have done a lot more
Bometimes [ come off the field with a
elenr consclence, not thinking [ did good
or bad.”

Wilkinson is still trying to get used
to the praise. In April, he was named to
Playboy magazine’s preseason  All-
American team. The magazine arranged
a Florida getaway and will publish a
full-color photograph of Wilkinson and
America's top college performers in the
fall, but the young lineman was not
very impressed.

*1 was expecting to see all the bun-
nies and [ didn't see any. It (b‘tm-p«d]
me off because that was the main rea-
son | went down there,” he said with a
amile. *It was a good visit, getting to
know the other guys, but I wanted to

Continued On Page 2
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The sight of Ohio State defensive lineman “Big Daddy" Dan Wilkinson wrapping up an opposing
quarterback became a familiar one to Big Ten opponents last season, and may become even more
frequent this secason. Fresh from a stellar rookie campaign, Wilkinson returns to anchor what

many experts agree is the finest defensive front wall in the conference.
Ayers, Buckeyes Continue To Wait For
Word Of NCAA’s Final Ruling In Case

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

With an off-senson of discontent com-
ing directly on the heels of a troubled
regular season, Ohio State head coach
Randy Ayers is looking forward to put-
ting the past couple of months behind
him.

After back-to-back Big Ten
championships, the Buckeyes experi-
enced growing pains and found life
without Jim Jackson a bit tough as they
tumbled far back in the conference pack
and then stumbled out of the blocks in
the National Invitation Tournament.

Since the season ended, things have
gotten worse, In Iate May, the NCAA
charged the program with 17 recruiting

violations involving incoming guard
Damaon Flint, ruling him ineligible to
play for the Buckeyes. A couple of
weeks lnter, two of the team's major in-
side forces — senior center Lawrence
Funderburke and junior forward
Antonio Watson — underwent minor
knee surgery.

And Ayers has yet to emerge from
the long, dark tunnel. A final ruling on
the Flint case is expected from the
NCAA sometime within the next month,
keeping the Buckeyes on the proverbinl
pins and needles awhile longer.

“I don't have any indication when
they will come in and make a final deci-
sion,” Ayers told BSB. “The university
attorneys are handling all of that. My
understanding is that when they find
out something, that's when Il find out.”

The NCAA has declined comment on
what further sanctions could be lovied
ngainst the OSU program. Punishment
could be ns severe as losing scholarships
and being ruled ineligible for the NCAA
Tournament. On the other hand, the
NCAA could simply tell the Buckeyes to
keep their noses clean and declare the
matter closed,

Until then, Ayers focuses squarely on
the light at the end of the tunnel. The
first glimpse was set to come July 5,
when coaches were allowed to get back
on the road to recruit, attending several
of the annual summer all-star camps.

The fifth-year OSU head coach nd-
mitted that he really did not know how

Continued On Page 12
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Wilkinson’s Summer Spent In Weight Room

Continued From Page 1

seo some more logs.”

After hanging out with the likes of
Heisman Trophy hopeful Marshall
Faulk of San Diego State, Florida State
quarterback Charlie Ward and other
sure-fire All-Americans, Wilkinson took
the honor in stride and returned to Co-
lumbus, ready to start summer con-
ditioning with a focus toward the 1993
Benson.

Then he caught wind of Kiper's glow-
ing asseasment of his potential.

*When I first heard about that, [ was
real happy and pumped up for a while,”
he said. "But | can't relax on that.
There's a lot of work to be done, | guess
the best thing about it is knowing I'm in
the position 1 want to be in. Now, it's up
to me.”

To make sure he upholds his end of
the bargain, Wilkinson is working out
like o bull with the team these days un-
der the watchful eye of strength and
conditioning eonch Dave Kennedy.

“Danny 18 as impreasive ns anybody
I've worked with,” said Kennedy, who

helped preserve Nebraska's reputation
for great team strength while coaching
there.

He added that Wilkinson may even
have more potontinl than All-Pro
defensive lineman Neil Smith, a former
disciple of Kennedy's at Nebraska.
Smith, who weighed 2656 pounds and
posted o 40-time of 4.4 seconds in col-
lege, was the third pick of the 1988
draft by the Kansas City Chiefs.

"Danny's a great kid. He's a
phonomenal  spocimen. He's  super
strong,” Kennedy raved. “He's just a
genuine guy who tnkes coaching very
well and is always respectful. It's just a
pleasure to work with

“1 think he's still only at the tip of
the iceberg in terms of how good of
player he's going to be,”

Not surprisingly, Wilkinson started
aining extra attention quickly while at
Jayton Dunbar as a prospect who could

play on either side of the ball. But en-
toring his senior season, his academic
eligibility was still in question.

Suddenly, Wilkinson was much more
concarned about his books than his foot-
ball options, and several schools backed
away. Because of that, Big Daddy ended
up n Buckeye and not a Miami Hurri-
eane, his first choice for most of the
recruiting process.

Wilkinsen, who inked his letter of in-
tent in July of 1991, was one of the final
rocruits to sign on with Ohio State that
year. He made the grade, but OSU
conches decided to redshirt the star-in-
waiting to help the youngster get ac-
climated to the demands of college life
and shed some of his weight. He had
reported at a robust 348 pounds.

He admits that the redshirt year was
o success.

*l think it made me stronger and a
lot more focused,” said Wilkinson, whao
works with 425 pounds on the bench
press (five reps, four sets) and can lift
up to 495. *1 eame in that next year
wanting to get my job done instead of
beat around the bush.”

Seeing n need to replace the departed
Rich Frimel, a sturdy, three.year
starter at defensive tackle, the OSU
brass switched Wilkinson from offensive
to defensive line last spring. The result
was o practice period so impressive that
head conch John Cooper said Wilkinson
should attain immediate status as one
of the nation’s best defensive linemen.

Of course, Wilkinson lived up to the
billing Inst fall. He single-handedly
preservod a one-point win over Louis
ville by eausing an errant throw on a
late two-point conversion attempt. He
ulso did all he could in a loss to llinois,
logging a career-best 10 tackles and
three sacks,

“The best feeling is always getting a
anck on the quarterback after a nice
little chase,” he said.

Indeed, Wilkinson's mohbility,
determination and speed (Kiper lists his
40 na less than a 4.7) are what have pro
scouts excited and Buckeye teammates
thankful.

Cornerback Tim Walton said one of
his two interceptions last season was a
direct result of Wilkinson's prowess.
The pick came against Syrncuse when
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Wilkinson Mushed All-American
quarterback Marvin Graves out of the
pocket and rambled stride for stride
with the fleet-footed QB, forcing him to
throw across the grain. Walton simply
stepped in front of the intended receiver
for a big play, He hopes for many more,
thanks to Wilkinson's presence.

“Big Daddy was a key to my success
lnst year, and this year I'm counting on
him to get in a lot of quarterbacks’ faces
and couse a lot of quick releases”
Walton said. *To me, he's the best
defensive lineman I've ever seen, Ho's
strong, he's fast, he's mobile, ho has
agility, he can stop the run and he can
pass rush, If there's somebody in college
who's better than him right now, I'll be
shocked.”

Wilkinson's consistent pressure is
amazing for n player of his girth, In
seventh grade, he nlready weighed 260
pounds, earning the nickname from his
conch at the time, Alfred Powell,

“It started out as ‘Big Beef, and it
grew into ‘Big Daddy’ in about a month
nnd wstuck with me ever wsince,”
Wilkinson said of his familinr moniker,
which he shares with former Philadel-
phia Eagles All-Pro Carl Hairston.

Wilkinson remains one of the guys
despite the awe around him. And like

everyone else, he can't wait to see what
}'hﬁ vaunted OSU defense can do come
all.

*Teamwise, | see great things hap-
pening,” he said. *"We might have a little
more than last year and [ think we'll be
hungrier because the younger guys are
starting to see what this is all about.
Wae're right there, we just have to push
it

“1 know when | take the field I'm
going to go crazy. I'm going to try to do
the unexpected,”

Wilkinson may have to brandish a
cape and fly in hero-like fashion to go
beyond the expected this year, especinl-
ly since he is a sure target for double
teams nll season. Ohio State coaches
are already mapping out ways to handle
such attention.

Some also may worry about what the
inevitable dollars of the NFL can do to n
young player, but Wilkinson is not con-
cerned,

“I think it will only help motivate me
and help me have a great year,” he said.
“I'm not going to get eaught up in that,
For me to know I'm going to leave, 1
would have to definitely know that I'm
going in the top five or top three. That's
the only way. If things are iffy at all,
then I won't chanee it.”

Kiper Places Plenty Of Buckeyes
Among Top Prospects In "94 Draft

By MARK REA
Ruckeye Bports Bulletin Editor

“Big Daddy”™ Dan Wilkinson isn't the
only member of tha Ohio State foothall
tenm who would make a good NFL
player.

According to draft analyst Mel Kiper
Jr., Wilkinson is only one of four Buck-
eyes to earn a five-star rating, the high-
est Kiper issues in his 1993 Draft
Review.

Along  with Wilkinson, five-star
ratings were given to offensive tackle
Alan Kline, offensive guard Jason Win-
row and defensive end Jason Simmons.

Kiper rates Kline as the number two
offensive tackle in the country, com-
menting, “If he plays to the level ex-
pected, Kline should be o solid mid.
first-round selection™ in next April's
NFL draft.

Winrow checks in ns the fourth best
offensive guard. Kiper says that Win-
row’s “computer numbers are that of a
high first-round pick.” And Simmons is
rated fifth among defensive ends. Kiper
describes him as having a “motor that
never stops running.”

One other upperclassman  was
selected in the top five at his position.
Senior safety Chico Nelson was rated

fifth by Kiper but did not receive a five-
star rating.

Other wvetoran players ranked by
Kiper included seniors Jack Thrush
13th at center, Cedric Saunders 15th at
tight end, Jeff Cothran 17th at fullback,
Dave Monnot 20th at offensive guard,
Tim Walton 24th at eornerback, and
Butler By'not'e 31st at running back.
Kiper also mentioned former OSU
cornerback Foster Paulk, ranking him
12th at the position.

Seven other Buckeyes were given
rankings by Kiper in the underclassmen
division, led by wsophomore Eddie
George, rated the number one fullback
prospect in the country among second-
year players.

Travis McGuire, who was redshirted
as a freshman last season, is ranked
third at running back, while sophomore
Craig Powell is third at linebacker.
Sophomore Korey Stringer is fourth at
offensive tackle, and junior Matt Bon-
haus is ranked fifth among defensive
linemen despite the fact he has played
sparingly in his career so far.

Twa players OSU is counting on
heavily this semson — sophomore
quarterback Bob Hoying and junior
wide receiver Joey Gallowny -—— rank
sixth at their respective positions.
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Funderburke had undergone surgery
on both knees to repair tendon probloms
in the kneecap region and appeared
overweight and out of shape as the sea.
son began. His minutes were down and
#0 wis his output.

However, after a four-point game
ngainst lowa, Funderburke cnme back
with 16 points and nine rebounds in the
team's 69-55 loas to Wisconsin.

Despite his early season troubles,
Funderburke remained the team’s lead-
ing rebounder at 5.8 per game and was
fourth on the team in scoring with an
nvernge of 11.3 points,

Through Jan, 8, Funderburke needed
only 1156 more points to become the 34th
player in OSU history to score 1,000 in
his careor,

It's Still Bombs Away

08U sonior guard Jamie Skelton col-
locted two more threo-point field gonls
among his team-high 20 points against
Wisconsin.

That pumped Skelton's career mark

to 108 three-pointers, putting him
within reach uFol.ho top two spots in
Ohio State history.

Chris Jent and Jamaal Brown, tenm-
mates from 1989-92 on the Buckeyes,
are the leading three-point shooters in
school history. Jent ed 112 troys in
his eareer, while Brown had 108,

Skelton has also attemptad the most
three-paint shots in school history with
916. He started the season in third
place but has already passed Jent (293)
and Brown (281).

Incidentally, Skelton is nlso getting
within reach of the 1,000-paint mark for
his career. The 20 points against Wis-
consin pushed him past the 500 mark to
802. At hin scoring pace through Jan. 8,
he would reach 1,000 pointa in the
March 6 hnm& ame against Indinna.

thall Roundup

After pumng the finishing tuches
on & 10-1-1 semson, the Ohio State foot-
ball team wound up with its first top 10
finish since 1986.

The Buckeyea were 10th in the final
conches poll by USA Today/CNN and
11th in the final writers poll released by
The Ansociated Press.

In addition to posting their best
record sinee finishing 11-1 in 1979, the
Buckeyes nlso captured their first Big
Ten championship since 1986 and their
first postseason victory since the Cotton
Bowl following that year.

Junior  split end Joey Galloway
wound up the team's scoring leader
with 13 touchdowns, becoming the first
receiver to lead the team in scoring
since Robert Grimes tied for the lead in
1952, )

Ohio State's offense averaged 20.3
pointa per game, the most for an OSU
team smince 1984. The Buckeyes also
threw 15 touchdown passes compared to
five in each of the past two seasons.
0SU hasn't thrown for as many as 15
TD passes since Greg Frey threw 16 in
1690,

On defense, Ohio State has given up
an average of only 14.9 points per game
since 1991, During that 36-game span,
the Buckeyos have also held 15 op-
ponents to less than 100 yards rushing.

“Big Daddy" Dan Wilkinson and
Korey Stringer both made first-team
All-American  from several sources,
marking the first time in history that
OSU had two sophomores make first-
team honors,

And llw bowl victory improved the
program's postaeason record to 12-14,
including a 2-0 mark in the Hnlld.ny
Bowl. The team is also 5.7 in the Rose
Bewl, 1-0 in the Orange and Cotton

bowls, 1,k 4n. the Fieata, :Liberty  and:

Citrus bowls, 0-1 in the Sugar and
Gator bowls and 0.2 in the Hall of Fame
Bowl.

Computer Says OSU Fifth

The Buckeyes' narrow victory in the
Holiday Bowl over Brigham Young
cortainly didn't carry much weight with
the pollsters,

They came out of the postseason with
the same rankings from the writers and
coaches that they had geing in.

However, while some lamented the
fact that several teams with lesser
rocords — including Penn Stats, which
was defeatod soundly by the Buckeyes
in the regular senson — jumped above
Ohio State in the final rankings, OSU
can still be proud of finishing fifth in
the so-called “power rankings.”

The computer poll, devised by MIT
graduate Jefl Sagarin, is designed to
reward teams that do well against good

opponents. Strength of schedule is one
of the determining factors in ranking
the teams with the computar.

In that poll, Florida State was the
national champion with a rating of
102.1, Nebraska was a distant second at
97,62, with Notre Dame finishing third
at 97.29. Florida was fourth at 94.97,
barely squeezing past Ohio State, which
was filth with n rating of 94.65.

Rounding out the computer’s top 10
were Penn State (03.90), Wisconsin
(92.70), Texns A&M (92.32), Tennessec
(62.92) and West Virginia (91.74).

Of the top 10 teams, Penn State's
schedule was rated the toughest, get-
ting a rating of 78.54. Ohio State was
second at 78,49, followed by Florida
State at 78.31.

Is Jack Back?

Former Ohio State golfer and PGA

legend Jack Nicklous is making noise

that 1994 could be a comeback season
for him.

Nicklnus won the senjor tour division
of the Morcedes Championship
formerly the Tournament of Champions
— and kicked off a '94 season in which
he believes he can still win a major
tournament on the PGA Tour,

*You may laugh at me,” said the 53-
year-old golfing great, *but if I think in
my own mmdnfean be competitive, then
I believe I can bs competitive. This
eould be a fun senson. I'm going to try to
make it one.”

Nicklaus shot a four-under-par score
of 68 in the final round to eome from
three shots off the pace. He posted o 72-
hole score of 279, nine under par,

His last regular-tour victory came in
the 1986 Masters, but it was his
soventh victory in 20 Senior Tour
tournaments.

Wilkinson Decides To Head For NFL,
Galloway To Stay thh Bucks For 94

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Bports Hulletin Stafl Wrlter

One's going and one’s staying.

With just one senson logged in the
college ranks, Dan Wilkinson already
knew the National Football League was
awaniting his  entrance with baited
breath.

But Joey Galloway figured his date
with untold richea cou]tfu wait another

ar.
& As o redshirt freashman, Wilkinson, a
6-5, 300-pound defensive tackle, had
lived up to his nickname of “Big Daddy™
and was beginning to hear talk of com-
mendation in the off-season. He found
himseolf on = plane to Florida as a
Playboy All-American, and scouta and
coaches were calling regularly to tell
him he was a gem of a player.

During r.};; itmg'um;:j of the ‘}983
senson, o -1-1 eampaign partially
highlighted by the dominating play of
Wilkinson, it further became npparent
that *Big Daddy” was ready for the big
time.

Days after the Bucke defeated
Brigham Young in the Holiday Bowl,
Wilkinson could not hold his breath any
longer. Word of his decision to turn
became public even before a scheduled
preas conference.

“I pretty much knew this is what I'd
do all year,” he told BSB. *1 knew il 1
didn't get injured and had & pretty good
season I'd be ready, There was no ques-
tion in my mind.

“It's going to be an adjustment, a
now way of life, but I don't think it's
going to be a big deal.”

With his 21st birthday still tweo
months away, Wilkinson is not yet old
enough to buy a beer. But pretty soon
he could buy an entire bar if he so
chooses. Wilkinson appears locked into
a top five position in the April NFL
draft, which generally translates into a
multiyear, multimillion-dollar contract.
Some, including noted NFL draft
analyst Mol per, have projected
Wilkinson as n possible number one
pick overall.

“That's pretty crazy,” said the low-
key Wilkinson.

Many figured similar dollar figures
would spin the head of Galloway and
that the junior would join Wilkinson
und n growing list of underclassmen
who have declared for the draft. When
the, school . announced |Gallowny  had | |

Joey Ga!!o:tuay

schoduled an afterncon press conference
for Jan. 10, the last day players with
remaining eligibility ean declare for the
NFL, the suspense seemed over. Gal-
lowny certainly was leaving.

But during his address, Galloway an-

nounced the unexpected. Dressod
casunlly and seated alone without a
written statement, he unveiled his
thought process: *I had an nppcrrl.un:ity
to go home and meet with my
sit down and weigh both sidea ho th
cimion. | think I'm in n great situation,
since if | decide to come out there's n lot
of money out there, and I think I could
be very successful in the NFL. Also, this
is n great place to play foothall, na
ow:l_?'ono that's around here knows.

t's o great place and hard to leave.
Therefore, I've decided to return for my
senior season.”

Gallowny, who tied Cris Carter's
single-senson record with 11 touchdown
catches and lod the team with 47 recep-
tions for 946 yards this season, ma
reporters giggle when he told them he
made his final decision about an hour
before the press conference. He ad-
mitted that his cloudy status — scouts
told him he would be picked anywhere
from the first round to the fourth — fic-
tored into the picture.

He severcly injured his right knee
and missed nearly nll of the 1992 sea-
son, He banged it up again in the bowl
game and though he was not seriously
hurt, he feared the NFL would take
note,

Another consideration was what'the!

Dan Wilkinson

olusive Gallaway could display with an-
other senson in scarlet and gray.

“There are some thi want Lo ne-
complish before I leave,” he said. “Num-
ber one, I'd like to play in the Rose
Bowl, I'd like to get a second Big Ten
championship ring, and there are some
personal goals.”

Galloway said the money ean wait,

“Money is important, don't get me
wrong, but it's not driving my life. I
don't really put much emphasis on

materinl things because [ waan't
brought up that way. That money will
be there also,” he said.

Galloway did say, however, that if he
were in Wilkinson's position, he too
would have opted for the lengue early.
To help him retain some value and to
ense the fear of now losing his high
status, Gallowny plans to take out an
insurance policy soon.

Wilkinson continues to prepare for
his big step by seeking advice and pre-
paring both physically and mentally for
his career. He in working out for the up-
coming league combine camp, wi he
plans to show off a 510-pound bench

reas. Ho also wants to show a level
End, advice that eame from a group of
friends now in the NFL that includes
Green Bay defensive end Reggie White,
Dallas  defensive tackle  Russell
Maryland and former Buckeyes Jim
Lachey of Washington and Steve Tovar
of Cincinnati.

The Bengals, incidentally, own the
'1'.? pick in the draft and muy opt for
Ikinson, n'native of nearby Dayton.
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Bengals, Wilkinson Camp Far Apart In Early Contract Negotiations

Cincinnati Makes Big Daddy Number One

By MARK REA
Nuckeys Sports Dulletin Editor

After everyone had told him he
would be the number one pick in the
NFL draft, even aftar he made the cover
of Sporta llustrated, Dan Wilkinson
could not balieve it.

“I'm just another guy,” he said. “I
never considerad mysalf specinl. | knew
that I would be taken pretty high —
that's why I came out in the first place.
But until Ehnl telephone rings, you
naver Know

It didn't take long for that phone to
ring April 24, Just a few minutes after
the NFL draft began in New Yark, the
Cincinnati Bengals were placing n long-
distance call to Wilkinson, informing
him he would be their firat selection,
the number one overall pick in the
draft.

“To tell you the truth, I'm very happy
thin whole thing is over,” Wilkinson told
BSB from Newport Beach, Calif,, home
base of his agent, Leigh Steinberg. “I'm
not one for all of this hype and atten-
tion. I'm very happy that Cincinnati has
the confidence in me to make me the
number one pick in the draft, but I'm
glad it's over.

“Now, hopefully, we can get down to
business at the bargaining table, get a
good contract wigned and I can got in
camp. [ want to sign right away. 1 hope
that can happen.”

In preliminary talks between the
Bengals and Bteinberg, it appears that
an agreement is atill a ways away. Be-
fore the draft, Cincinnati tendered an
offer reported to be a five-year deal
worth about $8 million. Steinberg’s first
counter was reportedly $15 million for
five yoars with part of that money front-
loaded into a huge signing bonus.

The Wilkinson camp is said to be
using as a guideline the cknge
defensive lineman Steve miman
roceived from Indianapolis when he was
the number one selection in 1992. The
Colta ponied up a four-year deal worth
$6.165 million to Emtman.

Last year's top pick, quarterback
Drew Bledsoe of New England, got a
six-yoar deal worth $14.8 million, which
included a signing bonus of $3.2 million.

The Bengals have been notorious for
allowing their high draft choices to sit
around unsigned for several montha. In
fact, both of their last two first-round
soloctions — defensive lineman John
Copeland and quarterback David Kling-
ler, whose agent is also Steinberg —
went through protracted holdouts be-
fore signing their contracta.

Copeland signed last year for $5.9
million over five years with $3.2 million
of that as the signing bonua.

However, with the NFL implement.

NUMBER ONE SELECTION — Ohio State defensive lineman “Big Daddy” Dan Wilkinson, shown
here during last season's gamo against Indiana, left school with two years of eligibility remaining
to make himsclf available for the NFL draft. That early departure paid off April 24 when the Cincin-
nati Bengals made Wilkinson the overall number one selection in the

ing n salary cap that includes a limit for
spending on rookies, Steinberg believes
Wilkinson and the Bengals will get to-
gether well in advance of the opening of
training eamp for the 1994 season.

“Thins player will not be a minute late
for training camp,” Steinberg aaid. *I'm
set on getting Dan to camp on time.
Thin is going to be the fastest signing
year for draftees. In the past, players
sgned agninst an owner's pocketbook.
Now it's the amount of rookie money
available. When that money is gone, it's
gone. You have a series of players com-
peting against each other rather than
an owner’s pocketbook.”

The Bengals had ample opportunity
to trade the number one pick before
draft day. The New England Patriots
and Arizona Cardinals reportedly made
the most attractive offers. The Patriots
were ready to send their first- and
second-round choices, ns woll as start-
ing offensive lineman Eugene Chung, to
the Bengals, while the Cardinals were

willing to part with their first- and
third-round picks, along with running
back Garrison Hearst,

No matter how tempting those offers
seemed, however, Cincinnati didn't bite,

“I think I counted 21 teams that I
talked with aver the last few weeks, and
at no time did I come close to trading
the pick," Benguls general mannger
Mike Brown told reporters in Cincin-

nati,

That was because the team sized up
all of its needs in the dralt and con-
tinued to come to one conclusion — no
one could help them ns much as
Wilkinson.

"Dan is the kind of player with such
rare nbilities that there really wasn't
much debate ns to which direction we
would go,” said Cincinnati head coach

Continued On Page 23

sports, especially baseball,

BSB Now On Biweekly Schedule

Buchkeye Sports Bulletin is currently on a biweekly (every two
weeks) publishing schedule through early May.

The publication date for the next igsue of Buckeye Sports
Bulletin is May 14. That issue will feature coverage of OSU's
spring football game as well as expanded coverage of spring

After the May 14 issue, BSB will switch to its summer publish-
ing schedule of one issue ench in June, July and August,
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Wilkinson Only Second OSU Number One

Continued From Page 1

Dave Shula. “Once all the information
was in for all the workouts and we had
had time ns coaches to digest all the
film from their playing enrcers, there
really wasn't much dtfml.n at all into
which direction we would head.”

Brown said that he relishes teaming
Wilkinson alongside Copeland in the
Rengals’' defense, n unit that has im-
proved steadily despite the team’s 3-13
recard lnst season.

“I think with Copeland and now
Wilkinson, we have the two top
defensive linemoen in the last two
yoars,” he said. “That's going to begin to
show ns soon as thoy have the necessary
experience.”

Another young performer on that
Cincinnati defense in former OSU line-
backer Steve Tovar, who said ho will
wolcome his former Buckeye teammate
with open arma.

“I think Big Daddy can help us®
Tovar told BSB. “We're beginning to put
together n protty good defense in Cin-
cinnati with a lot of good, young
players.

“Plus, wa've signod some free ngenta.
We're going to be a force, maybe sur-
prise some people ns early as this year.
I think Big Daddy is just another piece
ta the puzzle.”

As far as contract negotintions are
concerned, Wilkinson said he has
turned everything over to Steinberg.

*I've got my man for that and that's
what he's getting paid for,” Wilkinson
said. “The only thing I've told him is
that | don't want to =it around. | want
to get into comp as soon as possible. T
won't settle for something that fsn't
right, but [ also don't want to quibble
aver & dollar or two

“I'm ready to go and I want to start
as soon ns [ can. I'd love to be able to
got into mini-camp (which begins May
6) nnd start learning what 1 need to
lourn to get ready to play this senson ”

The 6-5, 310-pound Wilkinson is only
the second Ohio State player ever to ba
selectod nn the overnll number one in
the NFL draft. The first was linobacker
Tom Cousineau, who was drafted by the
Buffale Bills with the first pick of the
1978 draft.

However, Cousinean opted not to
wign with the Bills, playing instead in
the Canadian Football League for the
Montreal Alouettes. He played three
seasons in the CFL bofore beginning his
NFL career in 1982 with the Cleveland
Browns.

“I think it's terrific that Danny got
icked number one,” Cousineau told
3SB from his home near Cleveland.
“It's always been n source of pride for
me, as I'm sure it will be for him,

“Of course, it's just momentary. Once
camp begins and everybody is fighting
for a job, you're just another one of the
guys. But it is n pretty amall club.

There's only one every year and it's
something that you can look back at
with pride over the yonrs.”

Wilkinson was a preseason Playboy
All-American Inst season before regis-
tering 44 tackles, including a team-high
13 for loss. He was n consensus first-
team All-Big Ten selection and eanrned
five different first-toam All-Ameriean
nominations.

But as good ns he was in games, he
wans even better when it enme to work-
ing out for pro scouts. At the NFL
Scouting Combine In Indianapolis,

Wilkinson put on a weightlifting exhibi-
tion by bench pressing 32 repas of 225
pounds.

A fow woeeks later, at a private
workout nt the Woody Hayes Athletic
Conter on the 05U eampus, Wilkinson
dazzled the scouts aguin, this time by
running the 40-yard dash in 4.72 sce-
onds nnd showing off n vertical leap of
20V inches,

“He is 0 phenomenal athlete,” Shula
snid, “but there will be an adjustment

rocess. The best offensive lineman Dan

ilkinson ever faced during his carver
nt Ohio State could not start in the NFL
right now. There is a physical my'uﬂ.-
ment to the size and the specd and the
quickness of the offensive linemen that
hell now be facing.

“But we balieve he will make those
adjustments and become n great player
for ua, If we didn't think so, we wouldn't
have made him the number one selec-
tion in this year's draft.”

Wilkinson is the fourth straight first-
round draft pick for OSU following
Robert Smith by Minnesota (1983),
Alonzo l3{:«:”111:1“ by Chicago (1992) and
Vinnie Clark by Green Bay (1991).
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RULES AND RATES: 20 cents per word,
10 cents for more than one insertion, Mini-
mum order of £5. No ageney discounts. Make
checks payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin
We aceept Viea, MasterCard and Discover,

All ads are uniformly vet with the first two
words sef in boldface capilal letlers af no
eharge, However, no other words may be st
in boldface. Anyone planning a larger or
mare distinet od may recaive our ad rate cord
upon request,

We reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitted
from advertiser prior to acceptance of an ad,
and we reserve the right to refuse advertise-
menis considered objectionable.

Deadline is one week prior o publication
dale. Call (614) 486-2202 or write PO, Box
12453, Columbua, Ohio 43212 for info,

5 ﬂhy (Ohln] Umu [‘1ub
May 13, 1904, at the

Gall  Outing,
Steoplechase Country Club in Groveport,
Ohla. Cont in $42 and includes eart, lunch,
door prizes, greens fees and more. For In.
formation, call Lion Bob Clark at (614) BG3.
9396 (home), or (614) 404-6939 (oMMce).

li"o‘ﬂ llDSE Bowl OHU va. U(,IJL Actual
game broadeast plus progame on VHS taps,
$40.99, Call G-ry at (606) 636-3142,
UNIQUE I'P'r idﬂn ror I.hnf. Itncknyn I'nu
who han everything. Don't carry a radio,
WEAR ONE!! The OSU Hadio Cap features n
lightweight, concealed AM/FM Sony cirouit
board radio bullt right into the hat. Ita
detachable ear plugs atore in the bill of the
cap when not in use. Six-month warranty
and 30.day money back guarantee. To pur.
chase this unique gift, send n chock or money
order for $36.956 (plus $2,12 sales tax in
Dhio) to Paradise Fumily Produets, P.O. Rox
151471, Columby ]

ROHI!‘. ROWL. |rl mé hnll for
anle, Only game won in "T0s by Big Ten, Ball
Inscribed *Ohlo State Rose Bowl 1074.° Call
and make offer, (B05) 225-3339 or 225.9470,
Authenticity guamnteed,

-IERBEY LOI.I.I-’CI'OR. Wanmi authentic
Ohio State game jerseyn, past or j

artor or one-inch size. Bill

Prefor three
Bunn, 406 Viaceat Blvd., Alliance,
440601.(216) 821-1450.

Ohio

AT'TOIII\F.\'!! AT Law: Business and corpo-
rate, (amily, porsonal injury, malpractice
and eriminal law, Golden, Meizliah Co., LPA
Call Keith E, Golden at 258-1983, Free tele-
phone conaultation.

FHREE SCOREPHONE!Ml llny Buckoyu
Fana, Get the latest scores for your favorite
teams in foothall, baskothall and baseball.
Call 614-365-3000. The Scoreline in a FREE
enll programmed to attract people who are
intereatod in the latest sporta news, scores

and more, Information s updated con-
tinvously 24 hours a day. Call 614-365.3000,
VISITING OSU? Sm

Breakfast, 63 Smith Place in Columbus, af-
fers a unique and lovely turn of the century
home for your next stay, just minutes from
0SU, Breakfast included. For information
call (ﬁl‘l HT-OO&'!

NEraEEar s EETEsrrEIrESeresresesesecssesssssanss

osu IIRI.MRTB A muat for every Budmye
fan. Mini-authentlc Riddell helmets, about
five inches tall. Great for collectors or for
autographs, Send $54.95 plus name and ad-
dress to; 0.8E,, P.O. Box 30031, Gahanna,
Ohle 43230,
OHIO BTA'IT. sparts memorabilin for ulc
Original 8x10 game action photos from 1961
rosent from the files of sports phatog-
rnpsi her Chance Brockway, Also college and
pro football, basketball, programs, press
guidos. Street & Smith's, The Sporting News
annunls. NCAA guides & record hooks.
Sevoral hundred sports magazines (rom
1930% to present. 20x30 color photo of Woody
& Bo, (614) 9284455,

S —

Peterson  said, "Even Napoleon had his
Watergate.” These are among 2,000 funn{
sports quotes contained in the 360.page boo

ALL STAR QUOTES. A must for all wports
fans, Make check/money order for $12.96 (in-
cludes postage & handling) payable to All
Star Enterprises and send to P.O, Box
440761, Houston, Texas 77244

08U HEISMAN lithograph of Vie Janowies,
Only 100 very limited adition, signed, num-
bered and avtographed lithos were produced.
Call 614-965.5600 bofore wa're sold out,
Dealer inquiries requested.

CLEVELAND BROWNS npnrh
lithographs. Limited edition, signed, num-

bered and nutographed by player, Otta Gra-
ham, Kosar, Mathews and more, Reasonably
priced. Call 614-0656-5600 while wupply lasta,

R

FREE COMPUTER program. Sawe rmmc;r
on your mortgage with this handy computer
program. Figures payments, amortization
and much more. Spocify disk size. Send $5
for shipping and handling to: Disk Counta,
763 Oaksodge Drive, Gthlnnl. Ohla 41!30

FOOTBALL COACHES. A must fnr math
ing libraries. "Developing the Quarterback.®
Tipn, techniques and drilla to help develop
the high school passing quarterback. 25 page
text. $10. ZDS, P.O. Box 666, Arlington, Ohio
A5814.

FOOTBALL STATISTICS, Made eaxy with
ZSTAT far the TAM PC. Tracks and reporta
offensive pushing, passing and recelving,
Priats reports and summariea for individual
gamot and yoar-to-date on a player-by-playar
basis. Pulldown mwnus, color or
monochrome, and nice data entry sereens,
Great for high school stats. $20.05, Z8TAT,
P.0. Box 666, Ar!ingtm. Ohio 45814

IFT. The Golden of Ohio
State Basketball: 1960.1871 explores Fred
Taylor's national powers. Jerry Lucas says,
“It’s great.” Buckeye Book Fair selection. §24
for ome book, $40 for two, $66 for throe; in-
cludes tax and shipping. Caryer Enterprises,
Box 261063, Columbus, Ohlo 43229, Signed
il you wish,

amnmcﬂ]mﬁ ﬁmfnr sale. "llﬂ'hl“
and football. 1070.1986. Prices 20% below
book. Call (614) B64-3703.

RUYING SPORTSCARDS. Basball, foot
ball, banketball, Immediate cash paid for col-
lections of any wize. Condition important.
Call (614) B64-3703.

players. Will buy at fair prices, Please call
Chris Cole at (216) 768-0727. Youngstown,
Ohio.

BUTTON COLLEC"!BR. Paying top price
for old Ohio State and other college buttons,

WOODY HAYES was describod at n roast as
“the kind of man his daddy warned him
about.” A Buckeye lan sald after death he
wanted his ashes epread around Ohio
Hiadium “so that he wouldn't miss any home
gamea” One time Manafield (OH) coach Bill

BSE PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and
other members of the Huckeye Sports Bul-
letin wtall are availablo to speak st your bual.
neas, soclal or alumnl ip meotings. In-
formative and fun, Call (614) 488-2202 for
details,
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On Perpetual Hold

Ohio State continues to play the
waiting gamo as the NCAA still has not
made a final judgment in its yearlong
investigation into the Buckeyes' basket-
ball program.

It has been that way almost from the
outset of the investigation, begun last
May when OSU was charged with 17
difforent violations while recruiting
Cincinnnti Woodward basketball star
Damon Flint.

The investigation was reportedly to
take only 80 to 60 days, but it has
strotched out over the past year, In mid-
April, the NCAA's committee on infrac-
tions met in Baltimore to discuss the
caso nnd was to have rendered a doci-
slon within a month, but still no end
seoms imminent.

WEBNS-TV in Columbus reported
May 6 that the NCAA had notified the
school of its penalties, but university of-
ficinls denied that.

The television station reported the
NCAA would slap Ohio State with n
one-year probation, the loss of one
scholarship and the removal of one ns-
sistant coach from off-campus recruiting
for n year. The probation, according to
the report, would not affect OSU's
eligibility to appear on television nor
would it keep the Buckeyes out of the
NCAA Tournament.

Howaver, OSU vico president for stu-
dent nffairs David Willinms 11 told BSB
that the NCAA has not reported back to
the university.

“Not only has there been no agroe-
ment, the NCAA has requested we
supply additional information to them
regarding our response to the investiga-
tion,” Willinms said. “That doesn’t mean
they have found anything further, just
that they want everything exactly as it
should be

“So not only is this thing not over
yot, it may actually be another several
wooks before we have any kind of an-
nouncement.”

Williams indicated the new informa-
tion requested by the NCAA would be
forwarded by May 10.

Prep Honors Awarded

The Columbus City League made it n
clean sweep of the annual *Mr. and
Miss Basketball of Franklin County”
awards, which are co-sponsored by
Buckeye Sports Bulletin and American
Awards of Grove City.

Both winners, Carlos Davis of East-
moor and Tomikn Patterson of South,
will play basketball at Ohio State.

Davis, a 6-3% guard, averaged 20.9
points, eight rebounds and 5.9 nasista
poer game in leading Eastmoor to the
regional finals in the state playoffs.

Patterson, s 5-8 guard, averaged 18.4
points and over six nssists per contest
for South, where she finished her carcer
an the school’s all-time leader in scor-
ing, nasists and stenls. This marks the
second straight year Patterson has won
the nward.

Davis edged teammnate Lamont
Barnes and Shaun Stonerook of Wester-
ville North for the award, while Patter-
son was o unanimous selection. Helen
Darling of Brookhaven was a distant
second.

Voling for the boys award were
Grandview High School athletic director
Larry Larson, Brian Rapg of Suburban
News Publications, Ohio State nssistant
conch Dave Cecutti, Bob Whitman of Al
len Publications and Dave Hoover, boys
coach nt Westerville North.

On the girle side, voting was handled

by Larson, Rapp, Whitman, OSU as-
sistant coach Melissa McFeorrin and
Northland High School coach Elaine
Boltz.

Previous winners of the boys award
were Lawrence Funderburke of Wehrle
(1988), Sean Charlton of Eastmoor
(1989), Jormnine Guico of Westerville
South (1990), Antonio Watson of Enst-
moor (1991), Gary Trent of Hamilton
Township (1992) and Samaki Walker of
Whitehall (1993).

For the girls, winners include Jai
Jones of Brookhaven (1988), Monicn
Garnes of Hartley (1889), Betsy Odita of
Upper Arlington (1880) and Amanda
Hayes of Beecheroft (1991 and 1992).

Bryant Makes It

Deofonsive back Che Bryant of
Canton MeKinley achieved a seore of 17
on his ACT, making him eligible to play
for Ohio State next senson ns a fresh-
man.

“I'm 'fuul'ul for the fact that I
passed test, but [ never had any
doubt that I would, really,” Bryant told
BSB. *1 was very close the last time I
took it, just a couple of hundredths of n
point off. 1 knew that [ would get what |
needed the next time and [ did."

A first-team Parade magazine All-
American, the 6.3, 180.pound Bryant
rocorded 68 tackles as a senior and also
had five interceptions and two fumble
recoveries. Ho is nlso considered to be n
top running back prospect with more

than 2,000 yards combined in his final
two prep seasons.

Brynntbmmc the 19th in the Buck-
oyes' 21-member recrui closs to
nchiove his freshman eligibility. Yet to
do 8o are linebacker Roedell Dupree of
Jersey City (N..) Ferris and defonsive
lineman Calvin Brown of East Cleve-
land (Ohio) Shaw.

Both players are taking the SAT and
have two more chances to achieve n
minimum score of 700. Both have indi-
cated they will enroll at Ohio State next
fall even if they do not satisfy Proposi-
tion 48 requirements.

The Buckeyes hand no Prop 48
players last yoar and had only one the
E:r before. That was defensive back

n Colson of Middletown, Ohio, cur-
rently a redshirt sophomore tryin
crack the depth chart in the u
secondary,

Is Drug Testing Legal?

Ohio State officials are uncertain
how their substance abuse policy will be
affected after the U.S. SBupreme Court's
refusal May 2 to allow random drug
testing at the University of Colorado.

Without comment, justices left intact
a Colorado Supreme Court ruling that
said such testing violated privacy rights
for studont-athletes.

*No one has charged that it's a viola-
tion here,” OSU vice president for stu-
dent affairs David Willinms 11 told The
Associnted Press. “Until someone does

that, we don't have a practieal problem.
But if, in fact, it does say we've got a
problem, then, yes, | guess you have to
figure out how to take care of it.”

Willinms is also an nssociate profes-
sor of law at Ohio State.

The action by the U8, Supreme
Court could hamper other government-
run schools’ efforts to keop their athletic
programs drug-free.

Random drug testing was instituted
by the NCAA and member schools
severnl years ago to help combat the use
of ateroids as well as to detect the use of
other illegal drugs such as marijuana
and cocaine.

OSU Police Blotter

Ohio State basketball player Greg
Simpson pleaded guilty May 4 to driv-
ing without headlights and failing to
maintain control of his car. Ho was
fined $200.

Simpson had been cha March 17
in his hometown of Lima, Ohio, for driv.
ing under the influence of aleohol, un.
derage possession of aleohol and driving
with no headlights on.

In exchange for a guilty plea, the
DUI charge was reduced to failure to
control and the underage aleohol pos-
session charge was dropped.

According to Ohio Bureau of Motor
Vehicles records, Simpson has boen con-
victed of two other moving violations
since Decomber — reckless operation in
January and speeding in December. His

Bengals Open Up Vault For Big Daddy,
Sign Him To Team’s Richest Deal Ever

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

Ina lumﬂlllﬁ‘mtﬂ'ﬂ, the Cincinnati
Beongals signed their number one pick
“Big Daddy" Dan Wilkinson of Ohio
State just 11 days after the draft, giving
him the largest contract in franchise
history.

During a press conference May 5, the
Bengals announced they had agreed to
n six-year contract with Wilkinson and
his agent, Leigh Steinberg. Termns of the
contract called for Wilkinson to receive
n total of $14.4 million. He gets an im-
mediate signing bonus of $56 million and
then receives an initial salary of
£065,000 for the 1994 season. That base
salary escalates each year until it's
warth over $2.1 million in 1999,

The contract is comparable to that of
the 1993 number one selection, quarter-
back Drew Bledsoo of New England. He
received n six-year deal worth $14.8
million with a $4.5 million signing
bonus.

'I'm so plensod ond h!p-p{’

nd and a cortified onsni 3
kinson told reporters at the press
con!'nrcnu. “Like I said from the start, 1
felt the process would htppon n lot
sooner than people thought.

The Bengals have been notorious

hout the years for allowing their
hlghugnn picks to sit around while ne-
gotiations d on into training
camp. In faet, the team's lnst two first-
round picks — quarterback David
Klingler and defensive lineman John
Copeland — were signed late in train-
ing eamp and were well behind the rest
of the tenm when the regular season
opened.

“We felt it was important to get Dan
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Dan Wilkinson

signed and got him in here,” Cincinnati
general manager Mike Brown told
reporters. “It does send o signal to the
community that we're trying to get this
thing in the direction it needs to be
going.”

The Bengals finished last in the AFC
Central Division last season with a 3-13
record and haven't made the NFL
playolTs since 1990.

During the “‘rnu conference, Stein-
berg announ that Wilkinson would
be setting up various networks to share
his newfound wealth. Part of his first-
year salary will create a $25,000
scholarship fund at his high school alma
mater, Dayton Dunbar, in the name of
his Inte father, Oliver.

Also, he will donnte money to help
upgrade equipment in the Ohio State
weight room and will nlso start “Bi
D 's Kids," n foundation that wi

ald charitable projects for children in
Cincinnati. Steinberg said $100,000 will
be earmarked for that charity in the

first year.
“It'sa very important to me,”
Wilkinson said of charities, “1 al-

ways thought about being able to do
womathi ns a role model for un-
derprivileged kids. I have the op-
portunity to do that now."

Wilkinson is the first of five Ohio
State players taken in the NFL draft to
wign. Others selected were Raymont
Harrie by the Chicago Bears, Jeff
Cothran by the Bengals, Butler By'not'e
by the Denver Broncos and Jason Win.
row by the New York Giants,

Soveral other OSU players have
signed free-ngent contracts with various
teams. They include Alan Kline with
New Orloeans, Chico Nelson with the
New York Jots, Willinm Houston with
Indienapolis, Cedric Saunders with
Tampa Bay, Jason Simmons with
Washington, Mark Willinms with Green
Bay and Tim Walton with Atlanta.

Smith was set to sign a contract
with Cleveland but failed a physical
oxam due to n kidnoy ailment.

In addition to those signings in the
NFL, former Buckeyes Tim Williams,
Zock Dumas, Paul Long and Jefl Ellis
have all signed to play in the Arena
Football League with the Cleveland
Thunderbolts. Conching the team this
senson will be former OSU head coach
Enrle Bruce.

And former OSU running back
Carlos Snow signed a contract with the
Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the Canadian
Football League. Snow signed with
Denver out of college but missed the
1992 season on injured reserve with n
criacked kneecap and then sat out all of
lnst year.
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Wilkinson Emerges As
Standout For Bengals

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sporis Hulletin Stall Writer

Don't believe all the preseason hype
that came just short of proclaiming Dan
Wilkinson as the NFL's new sack king
now that hir team, the Cincinnati
Bengals, has moved him to defensive end
And don't believe for a second the move
wia made t » A llijl.l||l|jn|l|1t|‘l|,: career.

The reality is that the Bengals still
consider Wilkinson o vital player for
their team and still deem his talents as
worthy ns the day they made him the No
1 pick of the 1984 NFL draft out of Ohio
State

It's just that becoming a dominant,
sure-fire All-Pro, Hall of Fame inducteo
takes time. And Wilkinson, a 24-year-old
lineman, has plenty of that. While every-
one else waits for him to set the world on
fire, Wilkinson is maturing and develop-
ing gradunlly

“I'm going to get better and betier
overy year, whether ith Pro Bowl this
year or not,” Wilkinson told BSH prior to
the reason, “1 boliove this team's getting
better and I want to raise this team up to
o championship team

“I think I've had a pretty good career
50 far, but I think there's n whole lot more
Lo come.”

Most in the NFL would agree

Opposing head coaches admit to
designing blocking schomos centered on
holding down Wilkinson, aflectionately
known to Buckeye fans as *Big Daddy,” a
1993 All-American at OSU. Playoers who
fnce Wilkinson heap praise on his abili-
ties. So does his position coach

“The big key and overyone knows
this — 18 having him play consistent foot-
ball,” Bengals defengive line coach Tim
Krumrie said. “If he plays consistently,
he can be one of the greatest players to
aver play. [t's up to him.”

Wilkinson 18 expected to make big
strides again this season even with an
overhaul of the Cincinnat defense. Out is
the 4-3, reactionary philosophy, in ia
coordinator Dick LeBeau (also o former
Buckeye) and his attacking 3-4 scheme
Wilkinson could even drop into pass cov-
ernge in LeBeau's zone-blitzing system

Ve won't ask him to moake o living in
coverage, that's for sure,” LeBeau said
“Hu's still a pass rushor

Wilkinson led the Bengals with 6.1/2
sacks and 37 QB hurries last year, but
those still aren’t the numbers most peo-
ple associate with a No. 1 overall pick.

But there's roason to expect at least sta-
tintical improvem The rival
-
. U
'/

% @ ury now

Pittaburgh Steelers ranked second in the
NFL in sacka under LeBoeau in 1996 with
61. Carcling, another 3-4, zono-blitzing
tonm, was first with 60. The Bengals,
25th in total defense a year ago, had just
36 sacks

But Cincinnati expects to build on
that total even with Wilkinson lining up
nutside

“It's really no big deal,” Krumrie aaid.
"He's just moving over hall & man from
playing over a guard to playing over a
tackle. He is not going to be an outside
rusher type just because in a three-man
front hels going to be down tight over a
tackle. We're not going to put him in
space or play out of position at all, so he'll
be just as dominant there ns he was
inside.”

“Without a doubt, I'm excited nbout
the defense, big time,” Wilkinson added.
"I think it's going to really benefit mo and
other players in our defense. As soon as
wae get it all down and know the system
real well and can run it without Dick
making corrections, [ think we're going to
be very, very good.”

And even if Wilkinson's numbers don't
climb dramatically, there is every reason
ta believe he's primed for a critically
acclaimed year,

First of all, ho's in the best shape of his
life, a human wrecking ball at 6-3 and
313 pounds. Second, he's more at peace
with himself than earlier in his carcer, as
problems from the past finally seem to be
staying there, Wilkinson bought n house
familiar to Columbus residents, the Al
DeSantis mansion, a sprawling north-
west ostate along Riverside Drive
Friends say living in central Ohio ¢loser
to his college stomping grounds nctually
hons made him more at ense

But most of all, Wilkinson has grown
”11' sometimes standoffish young
formed into & more
pleasant, team-oriented sort, Teammuntes
and conches decided to recognize this
new state by voting Wilkinson a team
captain along with likable quarterback
Jelfl Blake and hard-working linebacker
Jamoes Francis

Team president Mike Brown, who des-
perately wants to re-sign Wilkinson at
season’s end, also showed his star line-
man o touch of respect recently when he
moved a lraining camp practice to
Conterville High School, with
Wilkinson's blessings.

“I talked to Mike Brown about it He
nsked me what | thought and [ told him
good things about it,” Wilkinson said at
the time. “He said hopefully next year we

Droveme
SIDING & WINDOWS

GROWL OF A LEADER — “Big Daddy” Dan
Wilkinson figures to earn his stripes as o
team leader for the Cincinnati Bengals this
season. Wilkinson, a former No. 1 pick out of
Ohio State, is lining up at defensive end for

coordinator Dick LeBeau.

can get to Columbus, Its n good thing for
the Bengals because we're the only (pro)
team in Ohio now.”

“Big Daddy”™ was o hit at the workout
He toiled through drills flawlessly under
the close watch of fans, a moment that
conjured up images of his days at Dayton
Dunbar High School, a rival of
Centerville.

“It foels pretty good to be here. It feels
like old times,” he said. "1 only played in
this stadium twice, but it feels good to see
old high school teachers and stull out
here

“Plus, I think this is probably the
biggest year as far as fan anticipation
gince ['ve been herv. They understand we
have o good team and we just have to go
out and execute and practice hard and
play hard.”

But after & tepid 1-1 start in which
Wilkinson recorded the team's only sack,
he criticized the attitude of some of his
teammates, saying, “Right now we have o
couple guys who don't know we're serious
and we're in this thing to win it. You're in
this profeasion for one thing and that's to
win. The money is great, but after a
while, hell, the money's all the samae, you
can only do so much with it.”

Indeed, the Bengals, still struggling to
regain their Super Bowl form of 1988,

could be vietima of high
expectations this season
The AFC Central appears
up for grabs and
Cincinnati, some feel, has
ns much talent as any
team in the division

But, Wilkinson points
out, you've got to prove it
on the field.

“Reading all the tabloid
stuff and getting caught
up in all the hype ean only
do bad things for your out-
look,” he said. “The best
thing to do is to come oul
here every day and prac-
tice hard,”

Wilkinson has taken
the lead in that regard, an
improvement (rom the

early part of his career,
when his desire wis ques
tioned.

LeBeau sald Wilkinson
reported to fall camp in
good shape and his mind is
sel right for big things in
1997,

“It's exciting as a coach
to have an athlete like
Danny to work with, He
was thg No. 1 pick in the
country and there’s only
one of those every year,”
said LoBeau, n defensive
back for the 1967 OSU
national championship
team. “Hes very strong
and he has athletic ability
to go with his strength. Really, for o
man his gize he rans pretty well, There
are o lot of things you can do with a guy
like that and as a conch it is very
intriguing.”

While Wilkinson leads the team in
raw ability, several other talented play-
ers litter the defense, including ox-
Buckeye Steve Tovar, who returns to the
starting linebacking corps. Tovar suf-
fered n serious knee injury last season
but is back in the lineup and ready to
help Wilkinson lead the defense.

“When you've golt Big Daddy, Cope
(John Copeland), (Bo) Orlando, Ashley
Ambrose and all those guys out there —
the guys on the second team are my
friends ns well — but there's something
nbout going out there with the first group
and representing the best that
Cincinnati has to offer,” Tovar said.

“We think Big Daddy is o great player
who gets things going for us, but we've
always felt that way around here.”

"He's the same old Danny,” agreed
running back KiwJana Carter. “When 1
first came in the first day [ asked him
what it was like to be the first pick and
he just kind of shrugs it off.”

But behind the shrugs lies a relit fuse,
and that could mean dynamite in several
NFL backfields this season,
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By DAVID DRIVER

Special To Duekeye Sports Bulletin

Dan Wilkinson has witnessed his own
miaturation, and he said a lot of that has
to do with his four children

*They. make you mature,” he anid

“You have to be amart with the monay
you make, the decisions you make.”

the former Ohio State
the Washington

Wilkinson,
standout now with
Redskine, admit-
ted he has had his
share of off-the-
field problems in
the past.

But he said in
an extended intor-
view rocently that
the influonce of
current and for-

mer Redsking has
helped him bring
his daily life into
better focus.

He cited the addition of veteran
defensive end Bruce Smith and defonsive
back Deion Sanders prior to this season
an vital cogs for the Redskins, who are
pogged by many cbservers as a Super
Bowl contender,

“You (gain) by bringing a group of vet.
eran guys who have been through cham-
pionships,” said Wilkinson, who starred
at OSU in 1092.93. “The influence and
knowledge they've brought to the team
has been great. They are men that are
married with children.”

Dan Wilkinson

hur},lu..l!

Tmu; A Qosea

Originally Published: Sept. 9, 2000

Children, Teammates Have Influenced Wilkinson

Wilkinson, 27, is also married with
children. He and his wife, Shawnda,
have four children, ranging in age from
12 years to 14 months.

Wilkinson came to Ohio State in 1991
ns a J48-pound offensive lineman. He
was redshirted that first year, but, after
dropping down to the 300-pound range
the following season, became a mainstay
for the Buckeyos. He earned All
American honors in 1993 as the
Buckeyes won their first Big Ten title in
BOVEN Yoars.

After his early departure from OSU,
Wilkinson was taken by the Cincinnati
Bengals with the first overall pick in the
1994 draft. He played four seasons in
Cinecinnati, just down [-75 from his
hometown of Dayton, but never seomed
to fit in with the Bengals. He has found
a Rome in Washington, though.

He has become so at home with the
Redskins that Wilkinson has his home in
Dublin, Ohio, on the market. He has
already purchased four acres of land in
affluent Potomae, Md,, and plans to
build a house there

Wilkinson notes that several former
Redskins — such as Charles Mann and
Art Monk — have made the Washington
arca their home after they ended carcers
with the Redskins

And now Wilkinson, who went to
Dayton Dunbar High School, plans te do
the same thing.

“The community, the family, the
friends [ have made here, the schools,
business opportunities,” said Wilkinson,
running off a list of factors why he wants
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As i the season dida't begin badly enough for
the Dallas Cowboys with a stunning 41-14 home
loss to Philadeiphia, it was leamed Sept. 4 that
offseason scquisition Joey Gallowsry will miss the
rast of the year with a tomn knee ligament.

Galloway, who
caught four passes
for 62 yards and o
touchdown in the

' loss, was
taken off the fiekd on
o cart, Tests showed
that Galloway, who
suffersd &  knee
Injury prior o his
sophomorn season
at Ohio State, tore
the knee ligament
on the touchdown
catch,

Thare was soma

of nows for a few Buckeyes on the opening
weekoend of the NFL season.

Aitona's David Boston, thrust into a feature
ok ofter a preseason knea injury to recetver Rob
Moore, cought nine passes for 128 yards and o
pair of touchdowns in the Cardinals' 21-16 loss 1o
the New York Giants.

Minnesotn taiback Robert Smith piso hod a
big day, rambling for 108 yards on 14 carmies in
the Vikings' 30-27 victory over Chicago.

Pittsburgh quartarback Kant Graham wasn't
quite as iucky a6 those two, turning in a miserable
tay against Baltimane, a game the Stoolers lost
160. Groham, who edged Hordel Stewoarl 1o
becoma the Steelers’ opening day starter, com-
plated 17 of 38 passes for 199 yards. He was
knocked down repeatedly by the Ravens,

Oponing Day Rostors, Cuts

There wera 35 former Buckeyes on acthe NFL
rosters for the first weekend of action.

Fuliback Matt Kaller is also stil employed. He
signed with Tampa Bay and was placed on the

* practice squad, Tha rookle was odg-

innlly picked up by Arizona as o free agont.

Other Buckeyos weren't quite as fortunate,
getting cut in the final two weeks of training camg,
Thosa players included the following.

Joey Galloway

Galloway Out For Season
After Suffering Knee Injury

* Chicago (2) — DE James Cotton, WR Dea

r

+ Groon Bay (1) = LB Kervin Johnson

+ Jacksonville (1) — LB Matt Finkes

* Kanaas City (1) — S Parcy King

* New England (1) — RB Raymont Harris

* Now Orleans (1) — DT Winfleld Garmett

+ San Diego (1) — LB Marcel Wilis

+ Washington (1) — C Juan Porter

Hero ks o ook ot Ohio State players on open-
irg dary NFL rosters.

* Artrona (1) — WR David Boston

* Buffalo (1) — CB Antoine Winflald

* Chicago (1) — P Bront Bartholominw

* Dallas (3) — WH Joay Galloway: 0T Alonzo
Speliman: RB Michaol Wiley (Rookie)

* Datrolt (2) — WR Brian Stablain; QB Mk
Tornczak (IR, broken leg)

* Groen Bay (2) — 5 Gory Berry (R); LB Na'il
Digs (R)

+ Indlanapolls (1) — G Ban Gibary (R)

* Kansas City (1) — OG Rob Mumhy (IR,

* Minnesota (3) — WR Cis Cantar; RB
Robert Smith; OT Koy Stinger
* New Engand (2) — WR Terry Glenn: LB
ir

Katzenmoye

* New Orleans (2) —
{R); S Rob Kedly

* New York Giants (1) — RB Joe

&

FB/LS Kevin Houser

* New York Jets (1) — P/Q8 Tomn Tupa
* Qukland (2) — TE Rickay Dudiey; QB Bobby

Hm
+ Philadeiphia (1) — 5 Damon Moor
mum (2) — QB Kent Graham; DE
Mike Vrabe

. SLMIS]—QBJWG.:MM: or
Orandgo Pace; LB Lorenzo Styles

+ San Diego (1) — LB Steve Tovar

* San Franclsco (1) — CB Ahmed Plummer
(R}

* Seattle (1) — CB Shawn Springs

* Tampa Bay (1) — RB Matt Heler (R, proc
tice squad)

* Tennasses (2) — RB Eddie George; WR
Chiis Sandars

« Washington (1) = DT Dan Wilkinson

= Mike Wachsman

to move to Maryland on a full-time basis
“There are so many great reasons.”

Potomac is in Montgomery County,
which is considered one of the top public
school distriets in Maryland, Wilkinson
aaid that he grew tired of switching
schools twice n year for his son Brooklyn,
12, from Ohio to northern Virginia,
whare the family currently lives

Omn the field, Wilkinson and his team.
mates are gearing up for what they hope
is & trip to the Super Bowl in January in
Tampa, where the team began the pre-
season in August against the Bucs.

“It's n good thing that is our number
one goal, not just to get there but to win
it,” Wilkinson said. “Our intensity and
focus is there:. It has been going very
well, There is no fear of a letdown. We
know we have a long way to go.”

Wilkinson, now in his seventh NFL
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soason, made a career-high 60 tackles in
his first season with the Redskines in
1998, Last year, when the team made its
first_playoll appearance in six seasons
under head coach Norv Turner, he led the
team in sacks with eight.

But his most memorable play in 1999
pecurred when he returned an intercop-
tion BB yards for a touchdown against
the Chicago Boars

It was the longest return ever by a
Redskins lineman, and Wilkinson said it
was the first time he ever scored a
touchdown — high school, college or pro.

“It has boon talked about a lot. I've
seen it quite a few times" Wilkinson
said with a grin

The play was shown over and over on
Washington television stations, and the
sight of the huge lineman lumbering
down the field — with speedy Darrell
Green serving as his escort — brought
smiles to even non-football fans.

Scoon after the touchdown last
October the 6-5, 313-pound lineman
received a framed photo of himself in the
end zone on the play from Redakins
owner Daniol Snyder, who bought the
team prior to last season,

“He has been the greatest blessing,”
Wilkinson said of Snyder. "He does a lot
for this team that the media and {ans
don't know about. What better owner can
you have?”
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