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Walton From Georgia City, Not Ohio Capital

Columbus Is Familiar To Grid Recruit

By Mark Rea

Columbus native Tim Whalton said
ono of the reasons he chose to play col-
lege football at Ohio State was because
it was closer to home than any of the
other schools he considered.

That seems a legitimate reason ex-
cept for the fact that Walton hails from
Columbus, Ga., not Columbus, Ohio.

However, when you consider the 6.0,
170-pound speedstor chose the Buck-
eyes over Syracuse and Michigan, you
can see his reasoning.

“Ohio State is far away from
Georgin, but it's still closer to home
than the other two schools,” Whalton
said. “Plus there were other reasons
why I chose Ohio State.”

One of the biggest reasons, according
to Walton, who has been clocked at 4.4
in the 40, was because the Buckeyes
showed interest in him from the very
beginning of the reeruiting season,

“(OSU  naxistant) Coach (Gary)
Blackney recruited me a lot earlier than
anyone else,” said Walton. “A lot of
other schools started late in the game.
They kind of came into the picture after
everything had started.

“It meant a lot to me that Ohio State
had shown interest so early. That af-
fected my decision quite a bit.”

There were other reasons as well.

“I really enjoyed my visit to the
eampus,” he said. "I liked (player host)
Brent Johnson and all of the other
players real well. And I liked the city of
Columbus. The people seem nice and it
seoms like n real active city.

“Then there weroe the football
facilities. They were the best. I've never
seen anything like the indoor facility. It
was very impressive.”

Walton was also impressed with
Ohio State head eonch John Cooper.

“He soemed like a person who could
talk to you one on one, not only as a
conch, but as n friend,” Walton said.
“That was another thing I liked about
Ohio State.”

The Ohio State women's basketball
team also had a hand in recruiting
Walton,

Walton has a sister, Sue, a 5-8 junior
guard on the Carver basketball team
who is apparently very interested in nt-
tending Ohio State.

Sue gave Tim a nudge toward OSU
after the women's team made a call to
the house.

After loading Carver High School to
n 9-3 record in 1988, Walton earned the
notice of most major college recruiters.
He did so by starring on offense at
quarterback and on defense at corner-
back.

National recruiting expert Tom Lem-
ming named Walton to his Almost All-
American list at defensive back.

“He is quick footed and has all the
things you like to see in a college
cornerback,” Lemming said. *Tim ex-
colled at one-on-one coverage and he's
very quick and agile. He comes to the
ball well.”

Two years in n row, Walton collocted
six interceptions from his cornerback
slot, a position he will play for the
Buckeyes.

However, if Ohio State decides to
feature the option play more prominent-
ly in the offense, Walton might get a
look at quarterback.

He led the Tigers to the state semi-
finals in 1988, throwing for 1,300 yards
and nine touchdowns, while rushing for
B3T yards and six TDs.

As a junior, he passed for 1,680
yards and 14 TDs, but ran for only 500
yards and four touchdowns as Carver's
number one running threat was tail-
back Robert Williams, now with Wis.
consin.

“I didn't get to run that much as a
junior because Robert had 4.39 speed,”
Walton laughed. *He was the workhorse
for us last year but I got to run the ball
more this year.”

Ohio State head coach John Cooper
said Walton has a chance to contribute
to the Buckeyes right away, but as a
defensive back, not a quarterback.

“To my knowledge, playing quarter-
back was never discussed with Tim,”
Cooper said. “But as far as defensive
back is concerned, I think he has as
good n chance ns any of the others we
recruited to come in and play.

*It was no socrot we had some prob-
lems with our defensive secondary last
yoar, I think any of the ones we
recruited this year has a chance to come
in and play and certainly Tim is right
up there in that group.”

Walton said it would not matter to
him to play exclusively on defense. He
just wants n chance to play.

“That was another reason why I
chose Ohio State,” he said. *I thought

THE WALTON FILE

NAME — Tim Walton

BENCH PRESS — 265 pounds

SCHOOL — Columbus (Carver), Ga,
POSITION — Defensive back, quarterback
HEIGHT, WEIGHT — 6-0, 170 pounds

A0-YARD DASH TIME — 4.40 seconds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3.00

VITAL STATISTICS — Rated by college recruiting exports as one of the
best defensive back prospects in Georgia. Earned honorable mention all-stats
honors. Picked off six intercoptions as a senior in 1988 while rushing and
passing for more than 2,100 yards and 15 touchdowns. Led Carver to a 8.3
rocord, losing in the state somifinals. Also n member of the school's basket-
ball and track teams. Would enjoy the chance to play quarterback in college.
Ohio State recruited him exclusively at cornerback.

COACH'S COMMENT — “We have been fortunate encugh to have some
oxcellent players in the past and I think Tim is another one who ranks in
that class. He was definitely n team leader for us, both at quarterback and at
cornerback on defense. He also has n good head on his shoulders. Tim's a
smart player who won't hurt himself by making mistakes. I think Ohio State
has got a good one in Tim." — Carver High School head coach Wallaco Davis.

HOBBIES — Dancing, basketball, listening to music.

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Vorbally committed to Ohio Stats on

Jan, 21; signed national letter of intent Feb. 8.

Tim Walton

going there would give me the op-
portunity to play a little quicker than
some of the other schools that contacted
me.

“As far as playing cornerback instead
of quarterback, that's just fine with me.
Wherever they want me to play, that's
where Il play. If they want me at
cornerback, 11l be there. If they want
me at quarterback, Il be there. I just
want to play and help the team win.”

Helping his team win is something
at which Walton excels,

“He's a winner,” said Carver High
school head conch Wallace Davis. “This
season, when we looked for someone to
give us the big play, we usually looked
to Tim.”

Davis said that he has been lucky to
coach some excellent players during his
tenure at Carver. And, although he
declined to rate players from year to
year, he admitted Walton was one of the
best the school has ever produced.

“We have been fortunate enough to
have some excellent players in the past
and I think Tim is another one who
ranks in that class,” Davis said.

“He was definitely n toam loader for
us, bath at quarterback and at corner-
back on defense. He also has a good
head on his shoulders. Tim's a smart
playor who won't hurt himsell by
making mistakes. [ think Ohio State
has got a good one in Tim.”

In addition to his football prowess,
Walton nlso stars on his school's basket-
ball and track teams.

He was the starting point guard for
the Tigers' cage team which finished
fourth in ita region this season, averng-
ing 10 points and five assists per game,

As a sprinter on the track team, he
runs the 100 and 200 meters and com-
petes on the 1,600-meter relay team. He
has been timed in 9.8 seconds for the
100 and 21.7 seconds for the 200. He
also helped Carver's 1,600 relay team to
the Georgin state track meet in 1988,
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Walton Prefers To Dwell On The Past,
Honors Tatum'’s Bone-Crushing Ways

By TODD HARRELL
Buckaye 8ports Bulletin Stalf Writer

Ohio State is celebrating the 25th
anniversary of the school's 1968 nation-
al championship football team.

And while this year's football team is
wearing replica 1968 jerseys in each
game this season to commemorate that
sonson, some players are not content
just to look like their national cham-
pionship counterparts.

Some are intent on playing like the
Buckeyes of a quarter-century ago.

That is why Ohio State defensive
back Tim Walton doesn't talk much
about the future. He is dwelling a lot on
the past these days.

Although he seems smaller than his
listed 5-10 and 180 pounds, no one
delivers a harder hit than Walton does.
If he has a clear shot at the ball carrier,
the OSU senior cornerback literally flies
into the opponent.
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And that mentality conjures up an-
other former Buckeye defensive back
who loved to dole out the helmet-
knockers. Twenty-five years ago, a guy
by the name of Jack Tatum patrolled
the defensive secondary for Ohio State
and opposing players knew that to go
into Tatum's territory was risking a lot.

“He struck fear into his opponents,”
Walton said, his eyes growing wider.
“That's what we want to do. If you want
to throw against us, go right ahead. We
just want everybody to know that if you
come into our territory, get ready to pay
the price.”

Walton hopes his teammates follow
his lead. He would like nothing more
than to finish his final season with
people making comparisons between the
styles of play of the 1968 and 1993 edi-
tions of the Buckeyes.

More specifically, Walton hopes his
ferocious play will allow some to think

)
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ﬂ}. Tatum when they begin to describe
m.

“He is the legend around here,”
Walton said of Tatum. “Everyone re-
members him for his bone-crushing hita
and the way he played the game. That's
the way I want to be remembered.”

Most people consider Walton’s team-
mate Chico Nelson as the master head
banger on the Buckeye squad, but
Walton has worked hard to carn o
reputation as one of the hardest hitters
to ever don a Buckeye uniform.

“It started with Bryan Cook and
Roger Harper and Chico a fow years
ago,” he ex'FIa.ined. “They were all talk-
ing about Tatum and how they wanted
all the defensive backs to model them-
selves after his style of play.

"We were all given his book (They
Call Me Assassin) to read and 1 think
pretty much everyone has read it. It's
not & thing where you go out with the
mind-set to hurt someone. You just
want them to be aware of who you are
and where you are. We just want to give
those receivers a little extra somothing
to think about.”

Walton has a problem, however. He
is not as big or physical ns some other
defensive backs and many feel he isn't
as intimidating as someone larger in
stature. But he immediately wants to
dismiss that notion.

“I set out trying to become an in-
timidator because I was small,” Walton
snid. “I knew I would have a lot of
people coming at me and I knew that 1
had to hold my ground. So [ wanted to
make it a point to make good hits on
people and got my respect.

“Besides, being big doesn’t necessari-
ly mean anything. Look at how big
Tatum was when he was here. (He was
listed at 6-0, 202 during the 1968 soa-
son). He wasn't any monster. You don't
have to be.”

The fact that Walton is in the midst
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“If you come into our
territory, get ready to pay
the price. 99

— Tim Walton
0OSU cornerback

of his second season ns a starter came a
little by nccident. When former starting
cornerback Foster Paulk was declared
academically ineligible, Walton stepped
into the lineup and quickly loiudp the
opportunity,

He immediately drew attention to
himself by recording bone-jarring tack-
les worth remembering. In fact, he was
a little too reckless with his own body.
One of his big hits sidelined Walton
himself for a couple of games with a
concussion and separated shoulder,

Despite missing almost three games,
he still managed to tally 54 total tackles
along with two interceptions and four
pass deflections.

Walton also became a monoy player
for the Buckeyes, coming up big in big
games. He had seven tackles and one of
his interceptions in the victory over
Syracuse, and added seven stops in the
13-13 tie with Michigan.

He also helped the Buckeyes to rank
first in the Big Ten in scoring defense
as well as number one in pass defense
last season. He credits the intimidation
factor for those rankings.

“We feel that we can put fear in our
opponents and that can make our job
easior,” Walton said. “The opposition
starts to make mistakes on their own
because they. are worried about what
we're going to do.”

Statistics would seem to back
Walton's hypothesis. Out of 363 passes
thrown against OSU, only 199 were
completed. That computes to a confer-
ence low of 64.8 percont passes com-
pleted. The Buckeye secondary also re-
corded the second highest interception
record (19) and allowed the second
fowest touchdowns through the air
(five) in the conference last season.

This year, Walton switches from the
bound.u.rz to the open corner, a spot
opened by Cook’s graduation. In that
position, he thinks he will be seeing a
lot more screens and running plays.

“My main duties will be watching the
wide receivers to the weak side and
watching out for the power running
plays that could come my way,” Walton
said. “That's OK with me. Il do any-
thing I ean to help this team win games.
We can put the big lick on a running
back or tight end just the same as a
receiver.”
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Doss Jumps At Early |

OSU Scholarship Offer

By GARY HOUSTEAU
Buckeyeo Sporis Bulletin Staff Writer

Receiving a scholarship offer to play
college football for Ohio State was the
perfect culmination to a magical season
for junior defensive back Michael Doss
of Canton (Ohio) McKinley.

Just over a month after his 14-0
MeKinley team was named the mythical
national champion by UUSA Today, Doss
wius presented with an opportunity to
follow in the footsteps of two of his high
school teammates and attend Ohio
State.

He accepted a scholarship offer from
the Buckeyes, just as seniors Kenny
Poterson and Jamar Martin did last
year. He is one of three early commit-
ments for the Buckeyes for 1999,

“It foels great to know that your edu-
cation is secure so early in your life,
even before my senior year," said Doss.
“It makes it a lot more specinl because,
being from Ohio, you just want to be an
all-Ohio guy. I really wouldn't want to
go play anywhere else.”

Doss said that Thom McDaniels, his
coach and the USA Today national
coach of the year, informed him of the
pending offer prior to a McKinley bas-
ketball game in early January.

Already an avid Buckeye fan, Doss
said he has been involved in the Ohio
State Young Scholars program. Every
summer he goes down to the campus for
two weeks to check out college life in
Columbus.

Now he can look at not only Ohio
State but also his football career from a
difforent perspective. Doss is looking
forward to accepting a leadership role
that he'll be inheriting this yetir at
McKinley with even greater confidence.
He'll have a lot more to prove to himself,
his teammates and future opponents.
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“All of the younger guys want to go
back and do it again. They want anoth-
er championship, back-to-back,” Doss
said. “Prebably not another national
championship — those only come once
in a blue moon — but a state champi-
onship. Everyone is working hard on a
repeat.”

And Doss is right there in the middle
of all the hard work. He recognizes that
the bar has now been raised on the
expectations of him, both prior to and
during the upcoming foothall season.

“There is u little bit more pressure to
perform even better than last year,
especially with this scholarship,” said
the 6-0, 190-pound strong safety. "But
I've already been working out harder
than I did the year before, to go out
there when the fall comes and be ready
to play my best.”

Doss was just one of a handful of
play-makers on McKinley's defense last
year, roaming the defensive backfield
with reckless abandon. He used the
names of Ronnie Lott and Jack Tatum
to describe the style of play he tries to
emulate in the secondary.

“They say I'm a hard hitter,” Doss
admitted but cautioned that there is a
lot more to his game on defense. *1
thrive on being a hitter, but also I can
play man-to-man with any receiver out
there, I'm an aggressive type of strong
safoty.”

Due to graduation, he'll be staring at
10 new faces in the defensive huddle for
the Bulldogs next year, That makes the
talk of a repeat sound even more diffi-
cult.

*“I'll have to be o leader to those guya
coming up and try to teach them quick-
ly and make sure that they'll be listen-
ing,” Doss said. “McKinley usually has
groat defenses and we do have some
groat athletes coming in to fill those
positions.”

amrianed Lubor [nemiee

The Doss File

NAME — Mike Doss
HIGH SCHOOL — Canton (Ohio) Mciinley

40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.5 seconds
GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 2.0

national championship team,

McDaniels,

Michigan and Penn State.

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTS — Scored a 16 on the ACT.

VITAL STATISTICS — Doss Is Ohio’s sidthbest junior prospect, according 1o The Chio
Football Recruiting Nows, He was rated the state’s No. 3 junior by Ohio’s Future Stars. He was
also included in G&W Recrulting Report's eary list of the nation's top 75 juniors. Doss had 97
tackles and seven interceptions as a sophomore. This past year as a junior, he had 100 tack-
les and five interceptions for Mckiniey's 140 Division | state championship and USA Today

COACH'S COMMENT — “His role as a running back will expand next year, He was in the
rolation with three other guys the last two years in that capacity and two of those kids have
groduated. His numbers weren't very significant last year even though he played some tailback
in every game. While he never came off the fleld defensively, he didn't really have the oppor-
tunity to chalk up great numbers as a running back.” — Former Mckinley coach Thom

HOBBIES — Runs track (100 meters, 200, 4x100 relay).
SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Committed to Ohio State in February, picking OSU over

At the same time, however, Doas will
be learning some new things himself on
the offensive side of the ball. He said
that new MeKinley coach Kerry
Hodakievie, formerly at Upper
Arlington, Ohio, will be looking to uti-
lize him at the tailback position in a fea-
ture role this senson.

“I'm just trying to get ready for dou-
ble duty and for just about anything
with this new coach coming in,” said
Doss, who saw only spot duty running
the ball last year. “From what Coach is
saying, he really wants me to carry the
ball a lot, so I think I'll probably be the
No. 1 tailback. But there will probably
be a little bit of a rotation going on
because I play defonse full time.”

And it's his prowess on defense that
has attracted the attention of the OSU
conches,

“That's what 1 thrive on, my
defense,” Doss said, “and Ohio State
came to me first and I feel real good
about committing to Ohio State.”

MeDaniels thinks the Ohio State
fans will like finding out for themselves
what a lat of people already know about
Doss.

“Michael has been a starter here
since he was a sophomore and he's
earned a reputation, not only among his
own teammates, but I think among our
opponents, for being a kid who makes
big plays and for being a big hitter,” he
said.

“It seems like in every single game
that we play there is a significant
blowup, a big hit, and Mike Doss seems
to be the guy that instigates it. And in
more thun one instance, in every ball
game, there is a remarkable play and,
once again, he seams to be the author of
it.

“So he's sort of developed a reputa-
tion of being a big-play football player,
and I think that is one thing that
attracted the Buckeyes' attention.”

With Peterson and nine other seniors
around on defense, McDaniels thinks
it's pretty impressive that as the lone
junior, Doss had the kind of ability to
distinguish himself from the unit.
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In the state championship game
against Cincinnati Moeller, Doss had a
diving interception on the game’s open-
ing play, and later in the game he
caused a fumble that another teammate
picked up and turned into a touchdown.

“His competition for making big
plays comes from the guys that he
shares the huddle with in many
instances, because we had an awful lot
of good players, obviously, and he's not
the only big-play guy we hadS-
McDaniels said. *That's the trait that
the Buckeyes noticed and it's the thing
that I think stands out for Mike.”

It's all part of a still-developing pack-
age that Doss possesses. He has his
senior season in front of him to hone
both his mental and physical abilities,
mainly on the defensive side of the ball,
to prepare him for the transition to the
college game.

According to McDaniels, McKinley
plays the kind of coverage that requires
their safeties to provide run support as
well as be pass defenders, and Doas fits
that description well. All the ingredi.
ents are already there for him to
advance to the next level.

“He's so physical and he's so tough,”
MeDaniels said, “and he seems to play
his best in the biggest games aguinst
the best opponents.”

McDaniels said that Doss in many
ways is pretty close to being on par with
the caliber of performer that Martin and
Peterson were at this time a year ago.

*I think he is in terms of hia ath-
letie ability and his athletie play,” he
snid, “But he's going to have to
become more consistent, While he is a
big-play guy, he's sort of picked nnd
chosen his spots and he's going to
have to learn to be more consistent to
be the same kind of player that Jamar
and Kenny were.”

Doss said he would love to have the
kind of senior season that his future
Buckeye teammates had, but a new
coach and a whole new defense will
make that a very difficult task to
accomplish,

“I seo myself this season going out
and playing hard and trying to repeat,”
Doss said. “I really want to work hard
and try to improve to where [ ean go
down to Ohio State and try to contribute
as soon as | can. Hopefully Il con-
tribute in a big way my freshman year."

After a year apart, Doss is hoping to
win a national championship once again
with his former McKinley teammates,
this time as a Buckeye.
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1 More Year For No. 2

Doss Deliberates, But
Decides To Come Back

By CHRIS NIDA z
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Early on in Michael Doss' press conference at the
Woody Hayes Athietic Center Jan. 9, it appeared as if
he would do what almost everyone expected and
declare his intention to enter the NFL draft a year
early.

“I've been playing football since [ was 8 years old,”
Doss said. *My dream has been to play in the National
Football League and now that that opportunity has
arrived 1 had to ask myself, 'Is this the best thing for
Michael Doss” "

But several minutes, a couple of breakdowns and
many tears later, he announced his true intention — to
return to Ohio State for his senior scason.

“My mother told me, living in a two-bedroom apart-
ment with nothing to survive on but her son, she told
me to get my education, and I will be returning to Ohio
State,” Doss said

Though he was raised by a guardian, Doss' love for
his mother was clear, as he could barely get through
many of his statements about her. The fact that Jan. 9
was her birthday made the announcement even more
special for the safety,

Even with his mother's advice, Doss still agonized
over the decision. After speaking to his mother an hour
prior to the press conference, he sat with his Bible in
his car in the parking lot at the WHAC, watching the
satellite trucks pull up and media trickle in. All the
while, he was trying to figure out what he was going to
BRY.

But when he approached that lectorn at 2 p.m., still

Fd

TERAY GaLLIAM
PRESSURE'S OFF — After agonizing over
whether to go pro or stay at OSU, Michael Doss
is all smiles having made his decision.

clutching his Bible and his car keys, he wasn't totally
sure whether he would be a Buckeye for one more sea-
son.

“l am positive I did not know what | was going to

D’Andrea_Ernds
Chase, Tabs OSU
Over Nebraska

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckoye Sports Bulletin Editor

After weeks of soul-searching, Avon Lake, Ohio,
middle linebacker prospect Mike D'Andrea finally
ended the suspense Jan. 12 when he committed to Ohio
State over Nebraska,

D'Andrea's verbal arguably could be the biggest in
the one-year tenure of OSU head coach Jim Tressel,

The 6-3, 238.pound D'Andrea is considered Ohio's
No. 1 overall prospect by The Ohio Foatball Recruiting
News. Rivals100.com Recruiting ranked him the
nation's No. 2 middle linebacker prospect and the coun-
try’s 20th-best player overall.

“It was a pretty hard decision,” D'Andrea admitted,
“I kept switching back and forth. Ohio State and
Nebraska were real close.”

D'Andrea admitted it was his dream to play for a
national championship team. Nebraska, with three
national championships since 1994 and a berth in this
year's title gamo at the Rose Bow], was a hard program
to ignore.

But D'Andrea decided the potentinl for success at
his in-state school, where Tressel has already assem-
bled a well-regarded class for the upcoming Feb. 6
national signing day, was too much to pass up

“I just took a look at everything, but in the end I
thought Ohio State was the best place for me to be,” he
told BSB. “They have a great recruiting class and the
coaches there are great. I can see in a couple of years
they are going to be great.

Continued On Page 6

Continued On Page 10

Tressel Reflects On First
Season With Buckeyes -

It was certain-

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

The final record may not reflect it, but
those directly associated with the Ohio
State football program believe it moved
forward during a turbulent 2001.

The Buckeyes ended their first season
under Jim Tressel at 7-5 after a heart-
breaking 31-28 loss to South Carolina in
the Outback Bowl. That mark was one
game shy of the 8-4 that OSU posted in
John Cooper's final year at the helm,
which also was punctuated with an
Outback loss to the Gamecocks.

“I think we've made progress in every
way you could measure it," Tressel said
recently. “We are always learning, espe-
cially ns we put plans into action. We
evalunte them and make progress in that
way."” .

ly an interesting
year to be Jim
Tressel. On Jan,
2, 2001, Tressel,

then the
Youngstown State
head coach,

found himself on
the short list of
candidatos to
replace  Cooper,
who was fired
largely for his
team's academic
transgressions and poor showing in the
bowl loss.

Tressel was offered and accepted the
job on Jan. 17 and was introduced as the

AR

Jim Tressel

Continued On Page 7
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CROWN JEWEL — Avon Lake, Ohio, linebacker
Mike D'Andrea announced on Jan. 12 that he
had chosen to play at Ohio State over Nebraska.




Originally Published: Jan. 19, 2002

Decision Was Made ' oy g
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say (when [ got to the lectern),” Doss
said. *You could say you watched me
decide.”

Doss admitted that when talk of him
jumping to the NFL intensified after the
Michigan game, his first instinct was,
“There it is. Go.”

He had seen recent OSU players such
as Ahmed Plummer, Nate Clements, Na'il
Diggs, Ryan Pickett and Joe Montgomery
advance to the next level and wanted the
opportunity for himself. But after further
consideration, his thought process obwi-
ously shifted.

“The NFL is going to be there this year
and it's going to be there next year,” Doss
said, “They are going to continue to play if
Mike Doss ever muakes it there or not.”

It helped Doss that an NFL advisory
committee told him he was probably, at
best, a second-round pick.

‘I‘he} said possibly as high as the sec-
ond round,” Doss s:ud *They also said
nothing is fnr sure.”

One projection had Doss as the fourth-
best safety available, In the last 10 years,
just one safety has been selected higher
than 23rd overall.

Certainly, Doss was hopeful of héaring
the words "surefire first-rounder,” which
would have been worth much more up-
front money. He knows, though, he could
possibly reach that status with another
solid year of college ball.

His decision to pass on the NFL for
now means Doss will not be joining defen-
sive back Derek Ross and tight end
Darnell Sanders, also OSU juniors, as
early entrants into the draft,

The opportunity to earn a degree won
out over the money of the NFL this time
around.

“In 20 years when I'm not playing foot-
ball, I hope I have your job, standing here
asking some Ohio State junior what he'’s
going to do,” Doss told the assembled
media to laughter, “I just decided to go
ahead and stick it through.”

Doas said he consulted with many dif-
ferent friends and family members,
including former Canton (Ohio) McKinley
High School and OSU teammates Jamar
Martin and Kenny Peterson, and the one
confidant he knew would always listen to
him, “the lord Jesus Christ.”

Among members of the OSU coaching
staff, Doss spoke with head coach Jim
Trossel the Thursday before his
announcement and also talked with
defensive coordinator Mark Dantonio.
But he conversed most often with his posi-

Doss Could Join
Select Company

With his return for 2002, safety
Mike Doss will have a chance to
become just the seventh three-time All-
American In OSU history. Previous
three-time Al-Americans ot tha school
include:

Player Pos.  Years A-A
Chic Harley RB 191647, '19
Wes Fesler E 192830

Lew Hinchman HE  1930-32
Merie Wendt E 1934:36
Archie Griffin TB  1973.78
Tom Skladany P 197476

tion coach, Mel Tucker.

Tressel was at the American Football
Coaches Association convention in San
Antonio and unable to attend Doas’
announcement. Tucker was the only
member of the coaching staff present. He
said he was proud of the way Doss tackled
the tough decision.

“l am impressed,” Tucker said. "He
went through a process and thought hard
nbuut it and that's all you can ask is for a

y to think everything through and I
tlu.nk he did that.”

With his return, Doss immediately
becomes the Iuading candidate for a cap-
tain position in the 2002 season. In 2001,
the 5-11, 203-pound Canton native led the
Buckeyes in tackles with 87, including 10
tackles for loss and three sacks.
Additionally, he intercepted three passes
from his strong safety position and
blocked two punts while on special teams.

Following the season, Doss was select-
ed to the All-Big Ten first team and was a
Sporting News and Walter Camp All-
American. He also was a semifinalist for
the Thorpe Award, an honor he figures to
contend for again in 2002, Doss has a shot
to be just the soventh three-time All-
American in OSU history (see sidebar).

But those accolades weren't enough to
secure Doss a surefire first-round pick.
The NFL composite scouting report he
received pegged him as a second-round
pick at best, a late third-rounder at worst.

Doss knew he could have moved up nt
the NFL scouting combine and during
individual workouts, but he also realizes
there are skills he can improve,

“I'm going to work on better tackling —
you can always become a better tackler,”
Doss said. “Man coverage ... I'm just going
to keep working hard. Hopefully you'll see

WINDOW SHOPPING??
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STEVE HELWAGEN

THREE-TIMER? — Now that he's coming back for his senior season at Ohio
State, Michael Doss can concentrate on leading his team to a Big Ten title
and becoming a three-time All-American.

me out there on specinl teams and maybe
offense.” c:

Above any individual awards, Doss is
placing a premium on returning the
Buckeyes to Big Ten champion status,

*Go out there and win a Big Ten cham-
pionship. That's my goal here,” Doss said.
“All the individunl awards, they're OK,
but the main goal — the team goal — is
trying to get victories and hopefully get a
Big Ten ring,”

His position coach said that work
toward improvement begins right away.

*Obviously we all can get better as
players and conches and that's what you
work hard to do every day,” Tucker said.
“We're going to work toward that, getting
better every day and working hard.”

Now that the weight of the NFL is off
his shoulders, Doss said he knows what
he will do.

“Take a deep breath and get back to
school and playing football and getting
ready for next year,” Doss said. “Trying to
get some game plans going for (the Sept, 7
opener with) Kent University.”

Happy He's Back

BSB caught up with Tressel upon his
return from Texas Jan. 11 and he shared
his thoughts on having Doss back.

“Its exciting,” Tressel said. “Michael
Doss is an impact guy in so many ways, He
can be an impact guy in our weight room,
on our campus and in this community,

“It can be great for our program. It's
h.n.rd to put a tangible value on what this

'I'mneln]so is hoping Doss can have a
major impact on the Buckeyes' fortunes in

"l like to believe hell have one of those
extraordinary preparation times before
his senior year,” Tresscl said, *If he can do
that, I hope at the end of the year we can
say he is one of the outstanding players in
the country.”

Treasel said he tried to counsel Doss as
much as he could on the decision.

“1 talked to him before I left for Texas,”
he said. *T met with him and a couple of

his uncles. I know he was talking to them
as well as some other people he has great
foith in. I talked to him by telephone two
or three times from San Antonio.

“l know each time I talked to him, I got
more excited about what I was hearing.
But I didn't know for sure until after he
announced his decision.

“The thing I appreciated most about
Mike's decision waa the in-depth study he
did. Mike is going to be an extraordinary
person in society. He has some goals in
life. This is another glimpse of what he's
all about.”

The coach said he expects Doss to con-
tinue to be a team leander for the
Buckeyes.

“He and I have had a lot of talks over
the last couple of weeks,” Tressel said. “I
asked him to give me a list of his aspira-
tions and what he is going to do to achieve

them.

“T told him I would come up with my
own list of expectations.”

In Decomber, Doss revealed that
Tressel had discussed possibly showcas-
ing Doss by using him on specinl teams
and perhaps even on offense. Treasel con.
firmed as much but said it will be up to
Doas to show he should be used in other
ways.

'Onn of the first expectations I have for
him is | want him to spend an extraordi-
nary amount of time catching punts and
kicks,” he said. “Those kids are always out
there working out and, if he's serious
about doing that, he needs to be out there
catching them.

“He also needs to run some routes. He
needs to work on his cover game, of
course, but he also needs to run some, too,
if he's serious about that,

“If he wants to be like an Eddie
George, he needs to have that commit-
ment. They say that it didn't matter if
they had three lift times and two runs a
day, Eddie George was here all the time.
That's how you become a special guy —
you do a special nmount of work.”

Steve Helwagen and Darrell Dawson
contributed to this report,
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new coach in Columbus a day later,
Since then, he has dealt with:

* The arrests of two of his players,
Derek Ross and Steve Bellisari, on traf-
fic-related charges;

* The death of onas of OSU's football
recruits, Drushaun Humphrey;

* The death of his mother, Eloise
Tressel; .

* The uncertainty locally and nation-
ally following the terrorist attacks on
Sept. 11;

¢ The ongaing controversy surround-
ing Bellisari's status as the starting
quarterback; and

* A handful of painfal, close defeats,
including single-digit losses to UCLA,
Wisconsin, Penn State and South
Carolina.

“1 don't think about those things"
Tressel answered when asked whether
ho agonized over such losses. “I worry
about the things we need to do better.
Some things went better than we
expected they would and some did not.

“But I'm not going to complain about
our situation. We were appreciative and
blessed to be able to play in the Outback
Bowl this year.”

Certainly, though, Tressel had his
share of triumphs (see The Jim Tressel
Timeline on pages B-9). The Buckeyes
pulled off their first road win in
Michigan since 1987, and he and his
staff have been burning up the recruit-
ing trail.

By anll accounts, they have slowly
begun to change the culture of Ohio
State football. They have tried to create
a family atmosphere for the players,
They have made academics and commu-
nity service two key priorities for any-
one who wants to attach his name to the
05U program.

When Ohio State will next win a
national — or even Big Ten — champi-
onship remains a mystery, but the posi-
tive vibes flowing from the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center are hard to miss.

*We've had a lot of amazing days this
year,” Tressel said, “Somebody asked me
the other day, ‘How many kids do you
have™ I said, 'l have 112 at work and
four at home.

“With the world turning and the real-
ity of that, it’s been a very rapid year.
It’s been a year with a lot of change —
personally, family-wise, occupationally.

“There's been a lot of change with the
young people we've boen working with, a
lot of changes in the world. The world
changed back in September,

“But it's a wonderful game that we
have the goed fortune to be a part of. It's
a wonderful country we live in, n won-
derful university we work at. It's just’
been tremendous.”

Behind The Scenes

It was last year's Outback Bowl loss
— and a month full of controversy pre-
ceding it — that led OSU athletie director
Andy Gelger to cite a “deteriorating cli-
mate” when he fired Cooper.

“John Cooper is a fine man, an honest
man, 80 it was hard to see it heading in
the direction it was heading,” Geiger said
while in Tampa, Fla., prior to this year's
Outback Bowl.

“But it got there in a hurry. You get
yoursell in a trap sometimes when the
focus is entirely on winning games, and

Originally Published: Jan. 19, 2002

Winds Of Change Slowly Blowing Through OSU

THAT'S A WRAP — Jim Tressel's first season as Ohio State head football coach
officially came to an end with the loss in the Outback Bowl. Here, he's shown con-
gratulating South Carolina coach Lou Holtz (right) on the Gamecocks’ victory.

there’s less focus on the how. You can
never lose sight of how you win games,”

Geiger belicves Tressel has put the
football program back on the right path.

“He's put the ‘college’ back in college
football, as far as Ohio State is con-
cerned,” Geiger said. “It's a constant
application of the value system he
belioves in."

The AD noted OSU's improved acade-
mic showing and the way Tressel and his
staff dealt with the few bumps in the
road.

"We just had a much stronger perfor-
mance in the classroom,” he said. *I can't
tell you the difference. It was a sea
change, It was the highest grade-point
average wo've had in the fall quarter in a
long, long time at Ohio State,

“Even when there was an error made,
it was handled by the coaches and play-
ers in exactly the manner it should have
been.

“The outreach that has been provided
and the role of our players in the commu-
nity has just been tremendously upgrad-
ed in a special way. I am as proud as [ can
be of the way our program is evolving.”

The latest Outback Bowl loss was still
a tough one to take: OSU fell behind
South Carolina 28-0, only to make a furi-
ous rally and tie the game at 28 before a
late interception paved the way for USC's
game-winning field goal on the final play.

5till, Geiger, speaking moments after
the loss, was satisfied that OSU had
madoe a strong accounting of itself while
in Florida,

“l see the way the team managed the
week,” he said. “I see how they were at
public events, how they were in private,
how they were around the hotel, how
they prepared and how they fought back
from a pretty rugged situation.

“We didn't win the bow] game, but we
made just a heck of an effort with some
handicaps. They had some injuries to
deal with, but we rallied.

“They went down throwing bullets.
They went down firing. I think [ made a
comment once after a game that we died

BOMNYT BROCHKWAY

with our guns in our holsters, We didn't
do that today, We fired them all and it
was terrific,

“How is always important — the how
you run your program, how well you do
the parts always dictates how the end
comes and how you feel afterwards, I'm
very disappointed that we lost the game,
but the effort was tremendous and a
great start for the future.”

When news of the Cooper firing broke
last January, fans and media clamored
for Ohio State to make a high-profile hir-
ing. Oklahoma's Bob Stoops, Stanford's
Tyrone Willingham, Oregon's Mike
Bellotti and the Oakland Raiders' Jon
Gruden all had their names linked to the
job at some point.

But Geiger went a different direction
in hiring Tressel, who won four Division
I-AA national championships in 15 sea-
sons at YSU.

“I'm delighted with my choice,” Geiger
said. “We visited with Tyrone. We visited
with Mike Bellotti, and we visited with
some other guys,

*This guy has matched them all. All of
the research we did told us he was the
right guy for Ohio State.”

Geiger went a step further, predicting,

**1 think this is a good time for Ohio State

football, and it's going to be a great time."

Other Viewpoints

Tressel has raised and clarified expoc-
tations from his players, according to assis-
tant coach Tim Spencer, one of three nssis-
tants Tressel retained from‘the Cooper
regime,

“It's definitely a different mind-set for
the kids,” he said. "They're a lot more
focused and there is a lot more structure,
They know what's expected of them."

The players seem to be accepting the
new approach.

“I know Coach Tressel has used the
term before, but we're family,” said defen-
sive tackle Tim Anderson, who just com-
pleted his sophomore season. "We all have
our own part to play, each guy on offense
and each guy on defense,

“Each guy has to do their indi-
vidual job. If each guy does that,
we're going to be tough to beat."

While Anderson was a Cooper
recruit, Tressel at least had a
hand in recruiting and signing
OSU's 2001 class. One of those
players, freshman defensive end
Simon Fraser, said he likes what
he has seen so far at OSU

“I'm very pleased with where
this program is at and where it's
heading,” Fraser said. “You could
kind of get a sense of that when
wo were at Michugan

“People are buying into Coach
Tressel's beliefs and what he
wants to do with this program. I
think within the next couple of
years, if people keep believing
and working hard, there's going
to be some good things coming
out of Ohio State ”

Gotting It Done

If this year has shown any-
thing, it shows that Tressel can
deal with setbacks.

He was dealt two more of
those in recent woeks as Ross
and fellow junior Darnell
Sanders cach declared a year
early for the NFL draft.

But Tressel takes a realistic view of his
position and knows making excuses and
worrying about things he can't control are
a waste of his time,

"Young people have the same basic
needs and desires,” he said. "Believe it or
not, all of the guys at Youngstown State
thought they were going to the NFL. I had
parents of backup players come in after the
national championship game and agk me
what the chances were in the NFL draft for
their son ... and they were backups for us.

“We all have similar goals and passions
and directions we need to nudge our young
people in, Once you're in the stadium and
facing the field, it's really irrelevant how
many people are behind you. So I haven't
found a whole bunch of difference.”

The cold hard facts say Ohio State
endured more losses over the last three
years, when it went a combined 21-15,
than it did over the previous six, when the
Buckeyes were o stellar 62-12-1 and won
three Big Ten championships.

Returning the program to that cham-
pionship level — while maintaining the
academic and community standards set
this season — will be Tressel's next chal-
lenge.

*We're a long way from where we
want to be,” he said. *We have a lot more
getting to know each other to do, a lot
more development in the weight room to
do, But [ fee] good about the effort of our
football team, and that's something that
doesn't take height, weight or speed.

“The challenges have been great. We
know we have lots and lots of work to do.
But I feel good about the progreas we've
made.”

Columbus

Unforgettables

Volume | and llI

Available Now!
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20011, Columbus, OH 43220
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Decision By Top LB Should Boost OSU Class

Continued From Page 1

“I'm real excited about it and looking
forward Lo playing with everyone there.”

D'Andrean  notified Tressel and
Nebraska head coach Frank Solich of his
decision in the early evening hours of Jan,
12, Then he dutifully made calls to local
and statewide media outlets to inform
them of his decision.

“] ealled Coach Tressel and I talked to
all of the assistants as well," D'Andrea
said, “They were at the stadium, hosting a
bunch of recruits. They were real excited.

“Coach Tressel is just a real good guy.
He's real casy to get along with. [ like
their linebacker coach (Mark Snyder) a
lot, too.”

D'Andrea becomes the 18th werbal
commitment in an OSU class that could
number anywhere from 23 to 25 players,
His vorbal could help OSU, locked in a
battle with Texas for the top spot in the
current class rankings, wind up with the
nation's No. 1 recruiting class,

“I think this was huge,” smid Bill
Kurelie, editor of TOFRN and the BSB
Internet site (chiostate.rivals.com). “He
was the best player in the state and a guy
everyone wanted to know about. There
waus just so much speculation about what
he was going to do.

“For Ohio State, it is a big boost. They
are in the running right now with Texas
for the top class and, depending on who
else Ohio State is able to land, this could
be one of if not the best class the school
has ever had.”
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In addition to his national recruiting
rankings, D'Andrea earned first-team All-
Ohio honors in Division II and was named
to the 25-man USA Today All-USA first
team. The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer
named him its all-area defensive player of

* the year.

"He's got it all,” Kurelic said. "He's got
size, he's a great athlete and he's extreme-
ly strong. He runs well and makes plays.

“He is the best linebacker prospect to
come out of Ohio since Andy Katzenmoyer
(in 1996)."

Wait Was Long For This Shoreman

D'Andrea wrapped up his football sea-
son in late November then turned his
attention to official visits. He ended up
stacking his visits to four schools —
Michigan, Nebraska, Notre Dame and
0OSU — over a three-week period.

After returning from his last trip to
Nebraska on Dec. 16, D'Andrea told
reporters he had removed Michigan and
Notre Dame, then in the midst of a coach-
ing change, from consideration. A deci-
sion, he said, was expected before
Christmas.

But when Christmas — and then New
Year's Day — came and went without a
decision, D'Andrea found himself in the
middle of a media frenzy.

“I never thought it would be like this,”
D'Andrea said. “I put it off (over the holi-
days) to get it out of my mind. But I
couldn't because no one would ever lot it
go

“So 1 just decided to get it over with.”

BUICK'  [ONTIAC
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Kurelie stayed in constant contact
with D'Andrea and his family and was
able to break the news of the verbal just
moments after the player contacted the
respective conches,

I don't think it was that bad for Mike
because he had a lot of people around him
supporting him,” Kurelic said. "It was
probably more agonizing for the fans of
both schools and the coaches than any-
body else. It had to be tough for those
conches to wait it out.

“For the fans, there was a lot of specu-
lation on the Internet. A lot of people
were sitting on the edge of their seats,
waiting for him to decide.”

D'Andrea’s parents, Bob and Sue
D'Andrea, helped their son stay grounded
during the whole process. They asked
him not to participate in the Jan. § All-
American Bowl in Texas when they
thought that trip would distract from his
studies.

“It feels real good, but we all feel it
was Mike's decision,” Bob D'Andrea, an
OSU alum, told The Plain Dealer. “We
had a lot of people praying about it. He's
comfortable with it, and that's good.

“The level of interest people have in
that program is unbelievable. It's a good
decision for Mike, a good one for the
community and a good one for Ohio
State.”

Where Will He Play?

There is already a player at Ohio
State manning the middle linebacker
spot in returning starter Matt Wilhelm,
who will be a senior. Wilhelm, ironically,
hails from Elyria, just 10 miles from Avon
Lake in Lorain County.

However, there will be two openings at
outside linebacker, where Wilhelm began
his OSU career. But D'Andrea said the
OSU coaches never made him any
promises about how they plan to deploy
their troops.

“They didn't really say anything about
that,” D'Andrea said. T talked to Matt a
little bit when | visited down there. He's
a nice guy and we got along pretty well.

“They are recruiting me as a middle
linebacker. I guess I will just go in there
in the fall and try to win the spot.”

D'Andrea became a familinr nnme
geross the state when he earned All-Ohio
honors as a junior. He suffered a strained
knee early in his sendor year but did not
let that hold him back.

He ended the regular season with 112
tackles, nine tackles for loss, three sacks,

three fumble recoveries and two intercep-
tions as Avon Lake went 91 and locked
down the No. 1 ranking in Division I1.

The team then went 2-1 in the play-
offs, including a 17-14 regional semifinal
win over Defiance in which I'Andrea tal-
lied 15 tackles, five tackles for loss and an
interception.

As impressive as his numbers on the
field have been, D'Andrea has built a rep-
utation as a tireless worker in the weight
room. He boasts 4.4-second speed in the
40 and a 38-inch vertical leap. He also
has been a state- and national-caliber
champion in the shot put and discus and
hopes to compete for the track team uat
08U,

Plus he is o solid student with a 3.5
GPA and a 1060 on the SAT.

“I think he has continued the tradition
of Avon Lake and taken it up one step,”
Avon Lake coach David Dlugosz told the
Lorain Morning Journal. “He's been not
Just a good player, for us, but a very good
role model for the rest of the kids.”

A Clean Sweep?

D'Andrea’s commitment gives
Tressel and the Buckeyes verbals from
the state's top four prospects. Running
back Maurice Clarett, quarterback
Justin Zwick and offensive lineman
Doug Datish had verbaled previously.

05U also is recruiting the state’s fifth-
best prospect in Piqua defensive tackle
Quinn Pitcock.

Since 1995, OSU has succeeded in
signing the state's top five players just
one time, in 1999,

In addition to Pitcock, there are a
number of other key prospects at the top
of OSU's wish list for the school's last five
to seven spots.

They include Ohio linebacker Bobby
Carpenter, Ohio tight end George Cooper
Jr,, North Carolina offensive lineman
Derek Morris, Florida offensive lineman
Max Jean-Gilles, Florida wide receivers
Santonio  Holmes and  Richard
Washington, and Florida linebacker
Buster Davis, (For updates on all of these
players, see Rocruiting Outlook on pages
12-14.)

Davis, in fact, has become a long-dis-
tance telephone friend of D'Andrea and
was leaning heavily to OSU after learn-
ing of his friend's commitment.

“I'd really like to play alongside him,*
D'Andrea said of Davis, who was also a
USA Today All-USA first-team pick. "He's
o great player.”
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By GARY HOUSTEAU
Buekeys Sports Bulletin Statf Writer

One thing is certain in the mind of Troy
Smith from Cleveland Glenville High School,
and that is that he has every intention of play-
ing quarterback at whatever university he
eventually chooses to attend next season.

“That's the most important thing to me
right now because when [ choose a school,
that's the position that I'm going to play when
1 get there,” the 6-1, 205-pound Smith said.

With less than a month to go until national
signing day, West Virginia is clearly offering
Smith an o unity to be their quarterback
of the future, while it looks as if Ohio State is
just now beginning to warm to that idea.

“Right now at Ohio State, it's mare from a
quarterback standpoint than ever,” Smith
said. “But previously it was all ‘athlete’ from
Ohio State and just as far as me going to
school, that's not what I wanted to hear, That
wasn't going to fit me as to what [ want to do
when | go to achool. So it was going to be an
eany selection.

“But right now s we're winding down
toward signing day time, basically, I'm just
going to the schools that are primarily talking
about quarterback.”

With practically everybody expecting
Massillon (Ohio) Washington's Justin Zwick to
bo the Savior at quarterback for the Buckeyes,
possibly as early as 2002, Smith can ses him-
self benefiting from that hypothetical scenario
if he were to also choose OSU.

“For me it's kind of easy because the world's
weight is not on my shoulders,” he said. *1 den't
have to worry about a lot of things, All | have
to do is go there and perfordl.

“But being the franchise player, you've got
a lot of stufl on you, and coming in that's a Jot
of pressure. So going in, not having a lot of
pressure on my shoulders will help mo a lot so
| can perform a little bit better.”

Confidence in his ability to play the quar.
terback position is definitsly not something
lacking in Smith,

“I've been playing quarterback since | was
7 years old,” ho said. “I‘hnl': all T know, All 1
was ever taught to do was be a leader, lead my
team, make good decisions and protect the
ball”

Obvioualy, it would be against his nature to
play anything other than quarterback. But if
he were to accept a scholarship offer from Ohio
State and got beat out for the quarterback
position, Smith would then have to face the
roality of either having to remain a backup or
choosing to use his athlotic talent at a differont
position

"Fmt ol all, hopefully I wouldn't get beat

* Smith said. “But picking a college is
luﬂmlhuu, where you have to be happy and
content with where you are, no matter where
you're going to play on the field, even if your
dream is to play quarterback

“But if you don't, and you get into a situa-
tion where you have to play somewhere else,
then it comes to where it's a team thing and it
becomes bigger than you. And whatever you
ean do to hu!p your team win, then you do it,
whether it's playing quarterback, receiver,
safety, wherever”

But Smith has the luxury of knowing he
can eliminate all thase hypotheticals by choos-
ing a school like West Virginia, which seems to
be rolling out the red carpet for him.

“West Virginia has just been on me since
the jump,” Smith said. “Since day one they
wanted me to play quarterback. They say I'm
their number ono guy.

“And just as far as quarterbacking skills go
in their type of offense, it sort of fits me a little
bit more because it's more of a free-lance
offense, being able to be mobile, moving
around, running a lot more different type of
plays than your pm-sT.)rlu offense. But lht'n
again, pro-style offense isn't that bad either.”

Smith first became a hot commeodity as a

Originally Published: Jan. 19, 2002

Smith Wants To Play QB, Not An “Athlete’ Role

junior, when he helped lead Lakewood (Ohio)
St. Edward to a Division [ playoff berth. He
transferred to Glenville after that football sea-

san and helped the Tarblooders also reach the
playofls this year,

According to Ted Ginn, his coach at
Glenvills, Smith has the kind of talent and
athletic ability to excel in either type of offense
at the next lovel.

“Troy is a very intelligent young man and
he picks up on the scheme of things real quick,”
the coach said. “Ho is very mobile and 1 know
he has one of the strongest arms in the coun-
try. | don®t think thore are too many other kids
in the country at his age that have an arm such
s his,

“With his intelligence and his mobility, [
think he can be a real good quarterback in col-
lege.”

That's the situation facing Smith as far as
picking OSU instoad of West Virginia.

“He wants to be a quarterback and they
have Zwick,” said Ginn. “But he also likes Ohio
State. I guess he's weighing all his options to
see what place he thinks fits for him.”

The good news is that if he were forced to
play another position as a Buckeye, Ginn
thinks he can be a very effective wide roceiver
s well.

*Tray has so much athletic ability that as a
wideout, there is nobedy that can touch him,”
the coach said, "He's got ono of the best pair of
hands that I've ever scen or coached. And he
just has so much athletic ability that he can lay
out for balls, he can go over the top of people for
balls. He's just a big-play type guy as a recive
or”

1f Smith's decision comes down to an issue
of trust in the head coach, then Ohio State
scores well in that department.

“As far as Coach (Jim) Treasel goes, so far, [
love him because of his honesty,” Smith said.
*The first thing that | have noticed in the
recruiting businesa is that honesty comes first.
Honesty has been there since day one, just
telling me that, We want you in this program
and if you can't play quarterback then you can
play somewhers else.’ That helps me to get to
know the program a little bit more.

“If you look at Ohio State they're bringing
in a hell of a recruiting elass and all they
really need is a quarterback, and they're
recruiting the two premier quarterbacks in
the state.

“If we were to both go there then there is
no more '10,000 yards over four seasons
(Zwick's career numbers).' We're starting on a
clean slate and the best man wins, So just as
far as them coming to me now more from a
quarterback standpoint than ever is knowing
that the best man may win and the previous
records mean nothing when you go to college.”

That's precisely what makes the chal
lenge exciting for Smith.

“Every program I've ever beea in, there
has been speculation of trying to move me to
another position because there was another
guy there who could throw the ball and [
could do other things,” Smith said

Make no mistake about it, Smith knows
Zwick: They both attended the Elite 11 quar-
terback camp in California last summer and
Smith has the utmost respect for Zwick as n
football player and a leader as well

“I like his attitude just as far as being a
quarterback,” Smith said of Zwick. “There
has to be a sense of, | wouldat say cockiness,
but you have to sure believe in yoursell
Every quarterback has to have a little bit of
an ego, not a big one, just knowing that when
you're a quarterback, you are a leader. And
he's demonstrated that for the last couple of
years, He's n great player. He has a great
attitude, a great arm and as far as being a
quarterback [ respect him.”

Smith has worked hard on developing his
arm. He wasn't known to have a strong arm
when he was at St. Edward’s because, accord.
ing to Smith, whenever he threw the ball
hard his receivers would drop it, so he had to

The Smith File

NAME — Troy Smith

HIGH SCHOOL — Cleveland Glenville
POSITION = Quarterback

HEIGHT, WEIGHT — G-1, 205 pounds
40-YARD DASH TIME — 4,48 seconds
BENCH PRESS — 245 pounds
GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 2.8

quarterback by Rivals100.com Recruiting,
COACH'S COMMENT —

an excellont student-aihete hero for us.*
HOBBIES — Walching movies and DVDs,

State Jan. 25,

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TEST — Scored a 14 on his first ACT attempt, He sald without the test
score he'll likely enroll at Ohlo State and pay the cheaper in-state tuition,

VITAL STATISTICS — Smith threw for 1,400 yards and rushed for 500 more as a junior at
Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward. He transferred to Glenville after that football season and starred
there as o sanior, He comploted 54 of 1268 passes (42 percent) for 969 yards with 12 touch-
downs and four Interceptions. He also rushed for 329 yards and scored four touchdowns as
Glenville ended up 9-2 and qualified for the Division | playoffs. This past summer, Smith attend:
ed 10 different camps, including the prestigious Elite 11 quarterback camp in California. He has
run an impressive 4.1-second time in the pro shuttie. He was averaging 17 points, nine assists
and four rebounds as the school's basketball point guard this winter, He is rated Ohlo's 13th
best prospect by The Ohio Football Recruiting News and the nation’s 13th-best “dual throst®

*1 think it would be a great asset for Ohio State to have the kind of
quarterback that (Justin) Zwick Is and the type of quarterback that Troy Is. To me, Troy would
either be the best receiver 1o make Zwick the best quarterback, or he would push Zwick to be
the best quarterback or even beat him out. With him going to Ohio State, that would make Zwick
an aven better quarterback or he will beat him oul.

*Troy has baen an excelient leader here, ha's been an excellent student here, and ha's beon
— Glonville head coach Ted Ginn

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Smith is considering West Virginia, Ohlo State, lowa and Toledo.
He visited WVU, Toledo and Michigan State previously and has trips set to lowa Jan, 18 and Ohio

lot up on it some so they could catch it oasier.
IP ork on my arm all year around,” he
said. “I work on my legs, my arm, my whole

body. But my arm has boen my secret weapon.”

Although Smith is propared to take his
strong arm and athletic ability to a place
where he really enjoyed his visit, he said he is
still expecting to be overwhelmed on his official
visit to Ohio State at the end of January.

*Out of @ hundred I'd say West Virginia was
about a 99, maybe even a hundred,” he said. "
enjoyed my whole time there. They treated me
really well and I had a nico time with the
coaches and the whole bit. But without a
doubs, I'm looking to be knocked off my feet
with the visit (to OSU) because that's what
separates West Virginia from the other schools
right now.”

CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP
ROUTE 23 & SCENIC 315, DELAWARE

CHRYSLER SEBRING

"The Home Of The Deal Makers"
740-369-9611

Rt. 23 &315 614-888-3412 Delaware, Ohio

JUST MINUTES
FROM I-270

JEEP LIBERTY
Large Selection

Cars * Trucks
Minivans

-
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No Stretching Truth

Editor's Note: Buckeye Sparts Bulletin
is celebrating the S0th anniversary of the
1957 national championship ream with spe-
ciad features throughowt the 2007 football
fearon

By ERIC LOUGHRY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

The way Don Sutherin figures it, 50
years could be worth almost 30 yards

The field goal Sutherin kicked early in
the fourth quarter of the 1958 Rose Bowl
to give Ohio State a 10-7 win over Oregon
was officially 24 yards, but time has a way
of padding stats

When Sutherin and other members
af the 1957 national championship team
get together on homecoming weekend in
October to celebrate their 50th reunion and
reminisce, maybe the distance of the game-
winning field goal will have grown to new
proportions

“It might get up to 52 (yards),” Sutherin
said. “You know how that goes.™

It's not stretching the truth to say that
Sutherin did it all for the Buckeyes during
his career from 1955-57. A standout cor-
nerback for the Buckeyes, he also played
on offense at the halfback position and took
care of the punting and placekicking. For
good measure, he also returned punts. For
example, during the Buckeyes' 17-0 win at
Michigan in 1955, Sutherin played all 60
minutes.

The amount of success Sutherin would
o on to enjoy both as a player and coach in
the Canadian Foatball League only sounds
exaggerated. But it's why he was inducted
into the CFL Hall of Fame.

During his 12-year career as a comer-
back and placekicker, Sutherin played in
eight Grey Cup championship games with
his team winning four. A three-time all-
league selection on defense, he picked off
58 passes during his career, including 12 in
postseason play, and twice led the CFL's
Eastern Conference in interceplions.

On top of his prowess in the defensive
backfield, Sutherin also led the conference
in scoring five times before he retired in
1970, He still holds the record for most
career converts (called PATs in U.S. foot-

Originally Published: Sept.15, 2007
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GAME WINNER - Ohio State kicker Don Sutherin (45) kicks a 24-yard field goal against Oregon in the 1958 Rose Bowl, provid-
ing the Buckeyes with their winning margin in o 10-7 vietory that clinched the 1957 national championship. Sutherin went on to
a hall of fame career in the Canadian Football League.

ball) in Grey Cup games with 17,

“1 loved 1o kick,” he said. “I loved to be
in pressure situations.”

Sutherin would later become a highly
regarded defensive coordinator in the CFL,
winning four more Grey Cups in that capac-
ity during a coaching career that spanned
more than 20 years and four teams. Early
in the 1994 season. he took over as head
coach of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and held
that position through the 1997 season before
retuming to defensive coordinator until he
retired following the 2002 season,

It was during his time as coach of the
Tiger-Cats that Sutherin was approached
by a young man from Hamilton who was
determined to break into the coaching ranks.

Sutherin was impressed by Dennis McPhee's
knowledge of the game and let him help out
as a “guest coach” before eventually giving
him a full-time position on the Tiger-Cats’
stafl,

Now Sutherin is a guest coach on
McPhee's siaff, A first-year coach at the
University of Waterloo, McPhee asked
Sutherin to come to Ontario this past spring
and summer to help him install a defense
Sutherin, who resides with his wife of near-
ly 40 years. Nancy, in Uniontown, Ohio,
near Canton, was more than happy to return
to Canada to help McPhee

*To have a guy with his wealth of experi-
ence up here has been a godsend for sure,”
McPhee said. “He's good with the Kids.

We've been recognized across the state for our expertise behind the scenes.

www.oclejobs

Information hungry world.

Recently recognized as one of the “Best Employers in Ohio 2007," OCLC Online
Computer Library Canter serves as the Internet point-ol-entry for thousands of
libraries and millions of information seekers around the warld., Headquartered in
Dublin, Ohia, OCLC employees enjoy incredible opportunity for advancement, a 100
acre campus-like atmosphere and flexible hours.

Talk to any of our employees, and they'll be more than happy to tell you about the
Incredible work/lite balance they enjoy, the supportive managemaent, fair treatment
and community involvement they experience on a dally basis,

We're always looking for Individuals with expertise in IT, cataloging, digitization
and marketing. So, for mare Information and a list of current opportunities, visit

Join us In developing lanovetive online services that ulilize the latest in
information technology te meet the growing demends of en increasingly

OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc, 565 Kilgour Place, Dublin, Ohio 3007
Equal Opportunity Employer

He's demanding - extremely demanding
(He) played for Woody Hayes, so the apple
doesn’t fall too far from the tree.”

Where's My Pumpkin Pie?

In the fall of 1953, Hayes and assistant
coach Gene Fekete made the trip to Toronto,
Ohio, a small town on the Ohio River, to
watch Sutherin play on a Friday night
Sutherin didn’t disappoint, throwing for two
touchdowns and running for another, to lead
his team past rival Wintersville

Sutherin not only won the game that
night, he won a scholarship to OSU, But he
lost a pumpkin pie

The customary pumpkin pie that his
mother always had waiting for him after
games was gone by the time he got home
that night. His mom filled him in - Hayes
was impressed not only with Sutherin's
performance that night but also with the
homemade pumpkin pie,

“She told me, 'Woody Hayes was here
and ate your pumpkin pie,” " Sutherin
remembered. “And then the next moming,
she said, *You're going to Ohio State.”

After spending the 1954 secason on the
Buckeyes' freshman squad, Sutherin was
hungry for playing time at the varsity level
as n sophomore in 1955, He played through-
out the year on both sides of the ball but got
his fill in the season finale against Michigan
in Ann Arbor, playing the entire game as
OSU shut out the Wolverines to finish the
season as Big Ten champions.

“When you're young like that,” Sutherin
said, “you can run all day and never get
tired.”

The win at Michigan would help senior
halfack Howard “Hopalong™ Cassady, who
was playing in his final game for OSU,
secure the Helsman Trophy. Throughout
the game, Sutherin regularly moved into
Cassady's normal spot at left halfback while
Cassady shifted over to right halfback. The
mancuver wasn't the result of a special plan
= Sutherin simply realized that he was bet-
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ter suited to block the Michigan defenders,
particulacly future College Football Hall of
Famer Ron Kramer

“Hop had trouble blocking those big
guys,” said Sutherin, who at 5-10 and nearly
200 pounds, was about the same height as
Cassady but outweighed his teammate by at
least 30 pounds

Sutherin suggested that when a played
was called for him to carry the ball, he would
switch with Cassady and block instead

“Woody thought that was a good idea,”
Sutherin said, and it turned out be an excel-
lent strategy. Cassady ran for 146 yards and
a touchdown that afternoon 1o give him a leg
up on the Heisman competition,

Late in the game, o series of scuflles
broke out between the teams. As the final
seconds wound down, Sutherin said he was
sucker-punched in the face by Kramer,

“My eye went completely closed on me,
but it didn't matter,” he said. “We won the
football game.”

From Probation To A Title

It was the OSU athletics department that
was given a black eye in the spring of 1956
when the NCAA banned all Dhio State
teams from NCAA-sanctioned tournaments
= including the Rose Bowl, The probation
came after Hayes had casually mentioned
on his weekly TV show in 1955 that he
occasionnlly gave pocket money to players,
prompting an NCAA investigation.

The Buckeyes managed to win six of
their first seven games in 'S6 but were left
licking their wounds after being shut out at
lowa (6-0) and then by Michigan (19-0) in
their final two games of that season.

After losing the 1957 season opener 1o
Texas Christian, it appeared Ohio State sull
hadn’t recovered from the nosedive it had
taken at the end of the previous season, -

The week after the 18-14 loss 1o TCU,
the Buckeyes traveled cross-country (o take
on Washington in Seattle. Still mired in a
funk, the team was tied with the Huskies
7-7 early in the second half when Sutherin
pravided the jolt the Buckeyes needed with
an 81-yard punt return for a touchdown. He
picked up some key blocks on the return and
saw daylight once he got to the sideline.

“1 set it up by going up (the middle) and
then cutting out to the outside,” he said. “I
got on that sideline and 1 just took off."

OSU would go on to beat Washington
35.7 for the first of nine consecutive wins
that season. And while Sutherin is probably
best remembered for his field goal in the
Rose Bowl, the punt return at Washington
might have been the most important play
of that '57 season. Years later, Hayes often
cited the return as the tuming point of the
season

“That seemed to give us enough oomph
lo get going, and we certainly came on,”
Sutherin said.

A week after the win at Washington,
Sutherin caught a 6-yard touchdown pass
from quarterback Frank Kremblas for the

‘Columbus, Ohlo 43201
LOCAL PHONE!: 142070407

PLEASE INCLUDE $1.30 SHIPPING AND £.75% OO SALES TAX

Originally Published: Sept.15, 2007

OHIO STATE FLASHBACK

POy L SRR
A

Y %y T LR |
FILE PHOTO

BEFORE ARCHIE = Nearly two decades before Archie Griffin would make No, 45 famous at Ohio State, the jersey belonged
to Don Sutherin, shown here running the ball during the 1957 national championship season, Sutherin was a lulunmj offensive
halfback, cornerback and kicker for the Buckeyes during their title chase.

Buckeyes® final score in a 21-7 win over
IMlinois. At Wisconsin two weeks later, he
kicked a 20-yard field goal early in the third
quarter to give Ohio State a 16-13 victory

“Without him, the season could have
been different - very different,” said Galen
Cisco, a starting linebacker and a senior co-
captain of the *57 team

Sutherin, who started kicking as a kid in
friendly backyard competitions against one
of his buddies, always enjoyed that aspect
of the game. He also liked when his number
was called on offense. But defense was his
true calling

“I was pretty well pleased when 1 got
to play some offense, but my specialty was
defensive corner,” Sutherin said.

To go along with cluich field goals and
a punt return that jump-started a season,
he also delivered quite a blow when taking
down ball carriers,

“Don was quick on his [eet and a tough,
tough customer,” Cisco said. *1 mean, he
- hard. He

would hit you at the drop of a hat
was a fierce defender.”

The Buckeyes closed out the 1957 regu-
lar season by avenging their losses from the
year before, knocking off Iowa in a hard-

Score A ouchdown
With This New Purse!

BSB-5M1-07 i

fought 17-13 decision and then rolling to a
3114 victory over Michigan,

That set up a Rose Bowl date with
Oregon, a team that was supposedly over-
matched. And when the Buckeyes drove
T9 yards on their first possession 10 ke a
7-0 lead, it appeared the game would go as
expected.

But the Ducks came back to tie the game
in the second quarter, and Ohio State was
unable to get its offense going for the rest of
the afternoon. Sutherin admitted that he and
some of his teammates may have lost some
of their focus after the Michigan game, par-
ticularly once they amived in Pasadena

*“We were out there and we were all 18-,
19- or 20-year-old kids, and it's kind of hard
to keep your attention on football,” he said

Sutherin had no trouble focusing, though,
when he lined vp for a 24-yard field goal
early in the fourth quarter. As a straight-on
kicker, he usually kept his head down well
after the kick. But he did allow himself
to take an early peek after Kremblas, the
holder, shouted, “It"s good!™

Sutherin looked up (o see the ball sailing
between the goalposts.

Continued On Page 36
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Rose Bowl-

Winning

Kicker Starred In CFL

Continued From Page 35

“That was onc of the highlights of my
football career,” he said

It would be a few years before Sutherin
had similar highlights at the professional
level. Selected in the eighth round of the
1958 NFL draft by the New York Giants, he
didd't play that season for the Giants, who
loaned him to the CFL's Tiger-Cats so he
could gain some more experience. Hamilton
won the Grey Cup that season, defeating
Winnigpeg 32-7 in the championship game

Sutherin returned to the Giants for the
1959 season but played in just two games
before he was released, After finishing
that season with Pittsburgh, appearing in
six games, he returned to the Steelers for
the '60 season and registered his first NFL
interception. Unfortunately, it would also be
his last. He played in just four games for the
Steelers before he was released

His professional carcer was far from
over, however. It was just getting started

Starring North Of The Border

Understandably discouraged about being
cut in Pittsburgh, Sutherin decided to return
to the CFL and rejoined Hamilton for the
1960 season

“1 wasn't happy with it, but [ tell you
what," he said of being released. "It did
open a lot of doors for me in the Canadian
Football League.”

He found all kinds of success ns soon as
he went through those doors, too. Playing
defensive back and handling the kicking
duties, he led the Eastern Conference in
interceptions and scoring in 1961 and "62
and was an All-CFL selection at defensive
back in "62.

Hamilton reached the championship
game in each of Sutherin’s first three sea-
sons back in the CFL, only to lose to the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers each time. The
Tiger-Cats finally got it right in 1963, tak-
ing the Grey Cup with a 21-10 win over the
B.C, Lions

“When you win the first one as a player,
that’s a big thrill,” Sutherin said. *1 don't
know if it was as big a thrill as the Rose
Bowl, (but) certainly it was quile enjoy-
able.”

The Lions would get their revenge the
following season, defeating Hamilton 34-24
for the 1964 Grey Cup, but Sutherin was
again tabbed as an all-league defensive
back. A year later, in their fifth consecutive
trip to the championship game, Hamilton
defeated Winnipeg 22-16 to win the "65
Grey Cup.

In 1967, Sutherin joined the Ottawa
Rough Riders and helped that team win
back-to-back Grey Cups in 1968 and 69,
He led the Eastern Conference in scoring in
'68 and had two converts and a field goal in
the championship game to make the differ
ence in a 24-21 win over Calgary.

The following season, his last in Ottawa,
Sutherin was again recognized as an All-
CFL defensive back as the Rough Riders
won another Grey Cup, scoring a 29-11 win
over Saskatchewan.

Sutherin retired after playing for the
Toronto Argonauts in 1970 and returned to
the Canton area. It was there after a couple
of years that he got the itch to get back in
the game as & coach, He said it seemed like

a natural fit because “as a player, I always
wanted to know what everybody else was
doing.”

He began his coaching career at
Tuscarawas Valley, a small rural school
south of Canton, After one year there, he
coached three years (1978-80) at Uniontown
Lake High School, located between Canton
and Akron

It was during his time there that Sutherin
was contacted by Ralph Sazio, who had
coached him in Hamilton and was then the
Tiger-Cats’ general manager. Sazio arranged
for an interview between Sutherin and new
Tiger-Cats head coach Frank Kush, who had
been n longtime coach at Arizona State.

Sutherin caught a fight to Florida to
meet with Kush at a coaching convention,
but Kush didn't show for the interview.
Sazio set up another meeting the following
night, but the scheduled time for the inter-
view came and went again without any sign
of Kush

It appeared the trip had been a waste of
time, but then Sutherin bumped into George
Brancato, head coach of the Rough Riders
When Sutherin explained that he was look-
ing to land a coaching job in the CFL and
had been stood up by Kush for an interview,
Brancato offered him the defensive line
coach position with Ottawa

Sutherin, of course, jumped at the oppor-
tunity, beginning a coaching career in the
CFL that would last more than 20 years

Most of those years were as a defensive
coordinator as he won four more Grey
Cups as a coach - two with Ottawa and
two with Edmonton. He also coached with
Calgary before finally winding up back in
Hamilton,

After the Tiger-Cats started out the 1994
geasan with a 1-5 record, Sutherin moved
from defensive coordinator to head coach,
replacing John Gregory, Hamilton finished
4-14 that season, but Sutherin appeared to
have the team on the nght track. The Tiger-
Cats posted back-to-back seasons of 8-10 in
'95 and ‘96, but when they won only two
gemes in 1997, Sutherin was relieved of his
head eoaching duties.

“1 was_guite disappointed in_the head
coaching position because I spread myself
too thin," he said. "1 wanted to know what
was going on with the offensé and special
teams, and I was a defensive guy."

He also was never comfortable with the
peripheral matters that go along with being
a head coach, preferring to concentrate on
football instead of press conferences and
public appearances.

“That's just not me,” Sutherin said. “I'd
rather go in the back room and break down
film, get ready to play a game.”

Sutherin stayed on as a defensive coach
with the Tiger-Cats until retiring after the
2002 season. He's not completely done
with coaching, however. McPhee, who is
trying to tum around a program that has
endured seven consecutive losing seasons,
saw to that

“He's done a great job of helping with
the entire defensive package we're putting
in,” McPhee said

Once that's taken care of, Sutherin will
get back to Ohio - and to golfing.

] play golf five days a week, then I rest
up two days,” he said with a laugh. *Tough
life, huh?
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