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Youngstown State
Coach Selected After
Two-Week Search

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Rulletin Editor

After an exhaustive two-week search, Ohio State’s
new foothball conch was only 2-1/2 hours away the whole
time,

OSU  athletiec director Andy Geiger introduced
Youngstown State head coach Jim Tressel ns Ohio State’s
22nd head football conch during a Jan. 18 press confer-
ence. The moedin event, staged in the new recruiting
lounge at Ohio Stadium, was attended by more than 200
medin members and was beamed live statowide.

“I'm really humbled to stand before you today,” Tressel
said. “1 just spent the last 40 minutes standing before the
Ohio State Buckeyes in their team mecting room and 1
mentioned the same thing to them.”

Trossel's hiring ended o 16-day search 1o find the suc-
coasor to John Cooper, who was fired Jan. 2 after o 13-
year reign with the Buckoyes.

Word had actually leaked to the medin o day earlier
that Treasel had outlasted Minnesota's Glen Mason in
the final interview phase. Oregon bead eoach Mike
Bellotti, who toured the campus and interviewed Jan. 15,
hadl already taken his name out of the running.

“While we strongly detire success on the field, such
success must not come ot the expense of the academic
preparation and character development of our student-

It’s ... Tressel!
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NEW COACH GETS NEW CAP — Jim Tressel (left) tries on an Ohio State cap after athletic
director Andy Geiger introduced him as OSU’s new head football coach Jan. 18,

athletos,” said OSU President William “Brit™ Kirwon,
who joined Treasel and Geiger for the announcement.
“With these eriteria clearly in mind, we beliove wo have

Tressel Takes The Reins

conch Jim Tressel:
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Mark Dantonio

selected just the right person for the job.”

Tressel, n former OSU assistant who won four
Division I-AA national championships in his 15-year stint
at YSU, agreed to a five-year contract. The denl calls for
Treasel to recoive $700,000 in his first year, plus a
$100,000 signing bonus. That salary will escalate
£100,000 per year until it reaches $1.1 million in 2006.

Geiger, Kirwan and an advisory committes intor-
viewed the final three candidates, Tressels defining
intorview came on Jan, 16, He was offered the job after
Mason, o former OSU player and assistant coach, inter-
viewed and lefl town a day later.

“I would say that Tuesday (Jan. 16) was an extraordi-
nary day on this campus,” Geiger said of the final inter-
view with Tressel, “T think we had very high regard for
him. I have to tell you the rescarch we had done in the
area of the game — his ability to adapt — I had absolute-
ly no doubts about the football part.

“And the rest of it was so outstanding it put him over
the wp.”

At hin introductory press conforence, the 48-year-old
Trossel spoke for nearly 50 minutes. He wowed the medin
and viewing public with an unseripted acoeptance speech
then deflly fielded questions on all aspecta of his back-
ground, experience and plans for the program,

“When you're at a place like Ohio State that is so vis-
ible as an outstanding institution, so visible ns an out-
standing football program, it gives us even more reapon-
sibility because it's not just to this state or this region, it
to this country and it's to this world,” Treasel anid.

Continued On Page 23
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During his introductory press con-
forence Jan. 18, new OSU head football
coach Jim Treasel was nsked whether
he was concerned that the three conch-
es who preceded him — Woody Hayes,
Earle Bruee and John Cooper — were
all fired at the end of their tenure,

“Well, 1 didn't really look at it that
way,” said Treasel, who ngreed to a five-
year contract, “I looked ot it more like
Woody and Earle and John won a lot of
championships and had a lot of All-
Americans and made a lot of positive
impact on the kids they worked With,

“They had a grost love affair with
their community and had a wonderful
experience that anyone in my business
would love to have,

“1 didn't really look at the other side,
but I'm glad you brought it up.”

Treasel said it is o thrill for him to
hold the same job as coaching legends
like Hayes and Paul Brown.

“Having been born in the state of
Ohio and idolizing the likes of Paul
Brown and having had a chance, |
recall, as a little one to meet him — the
Grozns used to take us out to Hiram
(where the Browns trained) — this is
something,” he said,

“Then, idolizing Woody Hayes and
everything he did and believing every-
thing that he said, then having the joy
to work for Earle Bruce was great. Had
it not been for my exporience with
Earle Bruce, there's no way [ would
havo been prepared to become the new
conch at Youngstown State (in 1986)."

Father's Influence Big
For 0SU's New Coach

Tressel learned o lot from watching
his father, Loe, serve as the head coach
at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea,
Ohio.

Leo Tressel coached 23 geasons,
amassing a 1656-52-6 record and win-
ning the 1978 Division III national
championship. He died in 1981 but was
inducted into the College Football Hall
of Fame in 1996,

“Usually, you get in the hall of fame
because you win o lot of games,” Jim
Tressel said. “But he was one of the
greatest college conches because he
cared about every player. He knew the
most important thing that the player
was concerned with was, "Do you really
care about me?

“He used to always tell us the play-
era don’t care how much you know until
they know how much you eare. The
thing he taught me most was that he
cared nbout every person. He cared
about the recruits, In fact, Mom used to

cook spaghetti when the recruits would
come in — we didn’t have these recruit-
ing budgets and all that stufl — and the
rule around the house was this: When
the recruits were done eating, if there
was any spaghetti left, you guys got to
eat.

“So when the linemen came through
the door 1 said, ‘Oh, man, we're not ent-
ing tonight.'

“But the guys knew from the minute
my dad recruited them that he cared,
that his family cared and that getting
that diplomn was crucial and meeting
their dreams in football was crucial.”

Lee Tressel was o standout high
school running back at Ada, Ohio. He
dreamed of playing at OSU for Brown.

“It was the fall of 1942, long before

most of us were born, that my dad hap- *

pened to be the player of the year in the
state of Ohio na o running back at Ada
High School == the booming metropolia
of Ada,” Jim Tressel said, “There was
only one place he was interested in
going and that was Ohio State, with
Paul Brown and the rest of the
Buckdyes,

“So he graduated early and enrolled
in the spring of '43 and at that time
they were allowing the freshmen to
play a little bit in spring practice
because some of the men had gone ofl to
World War II, Well, he had a great
spring game and we'll have to have
(sporta information director) Steve
Snapp get the microfilm out and find
out if he had as groat a game as he
always told us he did. But as the story
goes, he scored two or three times in
that spring game,

“But he felt compelled then at the
ond of that spring term to enlist, to
serve, He was unselfish, He wanted to
go and serve his country like all the
great men did at that time, so he didn’t
get to live his dream to be here,

“And I guess it works in funny ways
because maybe | get to (be at OSU)"

Tressel Surrounded By Family,
Friends As Ho Takes OSU Job

Tressel was joined at his introducto-
ry press conference by his wife, Ellen,
his mother, Eloise Tressel, and three of
his four children, Carlee (18), Eric (16)
and Whitney (16).

“My mom reminded me that she has
taken courses here, but then the war
was on and she was riveting bolts for
the men who were overseas so they
could fly and win,” Jim Tressel said.
“But she didn't back down, she got her
degree — it wasn't until 1972, so she
wouldn't have helped our graduation
rate — but she got her degree and she
cortainly loves the great state of Ohio
and has spent many a year cheering the
Buckeyes from wherever she's been.”

Tressel also introduced his wife to
the media, )

“My wife, Ellen, is here with us and
sho s 80 excitod ta got to know those
players and got to know those conches
and the conches' families and the com-
munity,” he said. “I'm just so excited
and proud for her and can't wait to sce
and find out that the hest part of the
deal you got was Ellen.”

Tressel's oldest son, Zak (21), did not
attend the press conference due to a
class conflict,

“We had our first discussion about
the importance of class with our team
this afternoon,” Tressel said, “Zok had
physics from 3:30-4:30 p.m. and I
explained to the team something our
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SCARLET-AND-GRAY-LETTER DAY — Here is what two papers
that cover Youngstown State football on a daily basis had to say the
day Penguins coach Jim Tressel left to become the head coach at
Ohio State. The (Youngstown) Vindicator is above, while the

(Warren) Tribune Chronicle is pictured below.
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dad always used to explain to us and
that there's really only one reason to
miss class and that's a death in the
family — your own.

“And, so, Znk wasn't with us at our
team meeling and isn't with ua here
todoy.”

Tressel’s mother also brought two of
her close friends along for the
announcement, .

“With her today are two people who
really emulate what life is all about and

what Ohio State is all about and what
the high school coaches of Ohio are all
about,” he said, “One of them is Jackie
Grozo, the widow of the late Lou Groza,
a longtime Berea citizon. We were so
blessed growing up in Herea that the
Giroza family didn't just do great things
for the Cleveland Browns, but they
moved into Berea to be great citizens,

“They moved into Beren to be part of
the family and they were just like any-
one else. We went to their house, they
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came to our house. One of my greatest
joys of my whole life is that we got to go
und hold the ball for Lou “The Toe' as he
practiced to get ready for his season,
And we got to go chase it, too, But he
ulways hit it straight,

“I'm so excited that Jackie's here
today, Her son, Jefl, and 1 were class-
mates at Berea, Jill was in school a cou-
ple of years behind and John and then
Judd you all know came to Ohio State
and gradunted and is doing groat
things with his Ohio State diploma.

“The other young lady is Sandy
Madze. Tom Madze was my high school
conch. Billy Graham says that a high
school conch or a college conch can have
more impact in one yoear than a preach-
er can have in a lifotime and T know
that's true in this case,

“Tom Madze had so much impact on
me, it's nmazing. And I'm so happy that
these people can be here to sharo this
with us.”

On-Fleld Victories Fleeting;
Off-Fleld Victories Forever

Tressel's message of building a fam-
ily and achieving in the classroom was
illustrated through a vivid incident
that occurred after Youngstown State
won its first national championship in
1991,

“We'd just won our first national
championship and we were coming ofl
the field and CBS said we have three
minutes for the trophy presentation,
we have to hurry up,” Treasel said. “So
we were geurrying down to the end of
the field und a person ran over with the
microphone and put it in front of me
and said, *Conch, do you think you can
repeat? 1 said, 'Man, we don't have the
first trophy yet,' but that's reality.

"And those victories, thoy are, ns
Phil Jackson would say, ephemeral —
they disappear, But the other things
stay there for life and I think thats
what I learned most from my father.”

To that end, Tressel said he is dedi-
cated to seeing his players succeed in
the classroom . nd graduate,

“We don't want to shortchange any
thoughts our guys have in what they
accomplish on the field, but we want to
make sure they understand and thor-
oughly beliove that the things we ean
accomplish off the field, in the cloass-
room, in the community within our per-
gonal families, just in our relationships
with each other will be so much more
exciting to us,” he said.

Tressel Says He Plans
To Consult With Cooper

Tressel said thot his predecessor,
Cooper, was always supportive of him
and the YSU program.

“My relationship with Coach Cooper
has been tremendous,” he gaid. “Its
amazing. Anytime I've had the oppor-
tunity to see Coach Cooper he always
mentions that he's very proud of the
Penguing from northeast Ohio and how
we've brought great national exposure
to the great state of Ohio,

“He's nothing but complimentary
about what the Penguins have meant
to hins state.”

Tressel said he plans to call Cooper
to seek advice on things the OSU head
conch ghould know about,

“I do want to give John a call,” he
said. “I'm going to ask him il there's
anything he thinks he can share with
me that will help our young people
because | know he wants to help our
young people.

“That's the neat thing. You have to
know coaches. Coaches love to be asked
how they can help, They do. Whether
it's, "How can we run off-tackle better?
How can we run our study tables bet-
ter? How can we run our strength pro-
gram better? Coaches love to talk about
that. I know John will welcome the
opportunity to talk about that.”

Media Crush Not Threat
For New 08U Mentor

A medin throng in excess of 200
attended Tressel's introductory press
conference inside the new recruiting
lounge at Ohio Stadium,

Tressel spent close to two hours
speaking at the podium, doing live
shots with various television stations
and answering radio and  print
reporters’ questions.

He was asked if he had seen any-
thing like this when he was hired at
YSU in 1986,

“It was o protty good size,” ho said.
“It was @ third of this maybe. It wasn't
casually attended. The neat thing
about Youngatown is that we have
three national TV affiliates and Fox,
Loo,

“We have two big newspapers along
with the suburban newspapers, The
{Akron) Beacon Journal has been good
with us, The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer
has always been good to us, so have The
Pittsburgh Post-Gazetto and The
Pittaburgh Tribune-Review. We've had
the good fortune of getting o lot of cov-
erage. We've had a lot of chances to
interact with the media.”

Tressel also had a request of the
nows modia.

“One thing I'm going to ask of all of
you is that we do a lot of interncting
with you folks directly,” he said. "I
think they need that experience. They
need to know how to communicate,
This is good practice for them.

“I always tell my TV guys, ‘Hey, even
il you're not going to use this on the air,
1 want you to talk to these four guys
today because it's good experience for
them.' They'll probably turn your sta-
tion on tonight so you'll get a couple
more people watching. I like the experi-
ences our young people can have intor-
acting with the medin”

Tressel Asked About How
He Will Deal With Lawsult
One of the touchy issues dropped
into Tressel's lap as the new OSU coach
is the ongoing lawsuit between players
Tyson Walter and LeCharles Bentloy.
Walter filed suit Dec. 28 in Franklin
County Common Pleas Court nsking for

' $60,000 in damages for injuries he sufl-

fered in connection with an alleged
assault by Bentley. The alleged attack
took place during a team conditioning
session last February.

To complicate matters, Walter has
appealed to the NCAA to receive u sixth
year of eligibility. If approved, he and
Bentley could be on the same offensive
line in 2001,

“The only thing | know of that, of
course, is what I've read and [ haven't
read much to be honest with you”
Tresscl said. “My feeling about working
with a young person is what's the situ-
ation when | bégin my relationship
with him and where do | go from here?

“1 don't know what led up to whatev-
er problems there wero. I know this:
When you have a lot of people in a
group, problems happen. Part of leader-

| 0SU-Michigan Game Crowd

and Trossel's first publio before
the fans was o big sutcess.

As he stepped oway from the foor,
roporters heard Tressel say, “U 5

public
coach
ketball gunme Jan. 18 at Value City Arena.

That's what Ohlo State Is oll about = the

the OSU-Michigan men’s bas-

. ship and management is problem solv-
I

"How will Ideal with it? I'll first deal
with it from relationship development
with both of them and go {rom there”

Press Conference Produces
Several Quips, Opinions

Here is a sampling of some of the
interesting quotes and opinions to come
out of the Tressel press conference.

¢ Athletie director Andy Geiger,
who said he did not check his o-
mail during the search — “I turned
my computer on one day and there
wore 395 e-mails, and they are still out
there somewhero.”

¢ Geiger on whether Cooper
would have been fired if he had
posted a 10-2-1 record against
Michigan instead of 2-10-1 — “How
can | answer that question? 1 don't
know.

“I think you don't look at ene thing
with a decision that was as important
as that, We felt we had a deteriorating
climate in our football program, We're
sort of selfish. We think it's OK to have
a very good-football team that gradu-
ates ita players and represents the
institution in an exemplary way on and
off the field,

“That's what we're looking for and
that's the reason we made the change.”

* Tressel, whose annual income
vaults from $86,000 a year at YSU
to $700,000 n year at OSU, was
asked if he felt like he hit the lot-
tery — *You know, | don't think I've
over played o lottery ticket, You have to
be a coach one time and see how much
you make per hour. And that dollar —

I've never put a dollar down for lottery.

*This is better than winning the
Ohio Lottery because if you win the
Ohio Lottery all you get is money, I get
a whole new family. [ get a whole new
challenge. I get a whole new opportuni-
ty to impact positively, if I do it right, a
whole new population, That's much bet-
ter.”

* Qeiger, on whether Tressel's
experience as YSU's conch and ath-
letie director factored in the deci-
wion — “I thought that was a positive,
but not a difference-maker because any
conch who conches nt o high level has
organizational akills,

“Now 1 have somcbody | can ask
advice, If the budget isn't high enough,
I can go to him and say, ‘What did you
say to your coaches when the budget
wasn't enough?

“His overall management skills, his
skills with people, his concepts of orga-
nization, his fundamental values, his
core values, they are all really strong.”

Ohio Columnists Discuss
08U's Hiring Of Tressel

Here is 0 sampling of some of the
opinion columns from around the state
relating to the hiring of Treasel.

* Tim Sullivan, The Cincinnati
Enquirer — “Jim Tressel must feel
like a provisional prom date. He's the
guy who geta the girl if the girl can't
find anybody better. He's a fallback
position, an insurance policy, a stooge.

“Andy Geiger's search for John
Cooper's successor thus far has suc-

Continued On Page 6
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Continued From Page 6

coeded mainly in embarrassing the

Buckeye nation. For two weeks, the -

position once considered among the
modt desirable in the country has been
dissed ‘almost daily by coaches with
amaller salaries and more slender
roAources.

“Shouldn’t conches be salivating for
this job instend of Noeing from it as if it
were 8 chemical spill? Shouldn't Ohio
State's search committes, scouring the
country for the ideal candidate, be able
to attract someone with a higher profile
than Division [-AA Youngstown State?”

. Bill Livingston, The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer — “Trossel
is the anti<John Cooper. He's an Ohio
guy, born and bred. Cooper, for his
ontire 13 years hore, always stuck out
like n mismatehed pisco of luggage.

“Tressel is polished. The amiable

Cooper came off as homespun,

“It's fashionable to ‘dis’ all things
Cooper at Ohio State now, but Treasel
said he has no plans to distance himself
from his predecessor.

“The way Tressel sees it, Cooper is
family @t Ohio State. There aren't
many dearer concepts to him, When
asked after less
than an hour on
the job, “What
have you done to
beat  Michigan
today?' Tressel
replied that he
had met the
media, the play-
ors and  the
administration
officinle ‘in my
new family.'

“The media
part of the family? That's heresy here.
But Troeasel will actually encourage his
players to talk to the media. It's such a
radical change in procedure that a lis-
tener blurted out: ‘Are you sure you're
the coach at Ohio State? *

* Terry Pluto, The Akron Beacon
Journal — “Buckeye fans should
applaud, Not just for Tressel, but nlso
for the man (Geiger) who brought him
to Columbus. ... Tressel has a chance to
be o great hire, to be the next Frank
Beamer."

Pluto discussed the Tressel hiring
with Walsh University coach Jim
Déennison, whp hired Tressel as a grad-
uate assistant at Akron in 1976,

“Jim j# like me,” Dennison said. “We
believe “that where you are at the
moment 18 the big time. When it comes
to treating people, 1 don't do anything
differently at Walsh than 1 did at

John Cooper

message boards « chat « audio & video highlights »
in=depth team analysis » team gear

i the Buckeye nation |s to be bellkeved, Ohio
State could have a ittle bit of trouble retalning its
recruits,

B58°s most recent Intermat poll qué , Wit

npnlny oh one pemson who came to

Thire were b few NaySayers, but by and (wge the
ex Youngstown State mentor made mn impression,

ten before Jacob Stewart recamted and chose
Michigan and Brandon Mckinney was eliminated
for grodes, asked, “0SU has 14 verbaly, How
miary will change thelr minds due to the conching
snafu?*

The top anewer was, in o bit of 8 surprise, five
or more, with 25.4 percent. Next was two (21.0
percent), followed by theee (10.1), 2ero (14.5), four
(12.6) andd one (10.4),

The kntest quostion is this — How long will it
take Jim Tressel to win his frst national champd-
onship ot Ohlo  State? Log on o
Buckeye Sports.com and ket your voice b heard.

Post Of Tha Week

The hiring of Tressel was, for the most part,
louded by followers of the Buckeye football pro-
am.

yeSporis.com the day of the bidng.

*Chris Splokman sakd yesterday that it is Ohio's
cbligation to embrace and support Coach Tressel.
He had nothing but praise for Coach Treasel, After
his (press confersnce), | hope il rue Buckeyes take
notice. Tressol I8 & winner and we e extremaly
Iucky to have him,

“Let the bancwngon fans and fons of other
schoots: think what they want to about our coach
belng & ‘nobady,” Let them keep talking because that
wil motivato our team and Coach Tressel. And thay
will 5000 find out Wity they learm 10 keep their mouths
shut. A change will sweep across ol of Ohlo. Ohlo
State footbadl is backl

"Winnads exude & quiet confidence when backed
aginst the wall — talking doesn't et arywhere!
Heep your heads high, Buckeye fans. Let them talk
trash. We will have the last siy.”

= bucksl, 1,/18

Akron, and Jim will treat people at
Ohio State like he did at Youngstown.”
Pluto also discussed the hiring with
Akron Ellet High School conch Joe Yost,
who served nlongside Tressel at Akron.

“He's very disciplined, he's serious-
minded and I believe that he's exactly
the guy who will eventually win nation-
al titles at Ohio State,” Yost said, “Not
just one title, more than one.

“Jim Tressel was born to have the
Ohio State job. That's the best compli-
ment | can give him, and it will pay off.
Just watch.”

* John Harris, The (Toledo)
Blade — “Upon interviewing Jim
Treasel for the first time, OSU athletic
director Andy Geiger essentially told
his football coach, ‘Don't call us; we'll
call you.'

“Gelger put Tressel on layaway.

“If Geiger couldn't hire one of the
biggest names in the country for his
top-10 program, he still had an ace up
his sleeve. Even if Tressel's name didn't
stir households,

“From Columbus to Toledo, Ohio
State alumnd, fans and friends of the
program are relioved the Buckeyes
finally put the John Cooper era behind
them. But forgive them if they don't
know whether to laugh or ery over the
hiring of Tressel, who is OSU' fourth
football coach over the last half-centu-

ry”

Defending Champs Hard For
08U To Handle On Hardwood

With its 71-66 loss at Michigan State
Jan, 21, the Ohlo State men's basket-

ball team lost a chance to earn a rare
win over a defending national champi-
on.

It's not like the Buckeyes haven't
had their chances, however. In fact,
since the NCAA adopted its own post-
season towrnament in 1939 — OSU was
the runner-up to Oregon in the first
NCAA title game — the Buckeyes have
gone on to face the previous year's
champion 27 times, winning only five.
That included the loss in East Lansing
to the Spartans, who claimed last year's
national title in Indianapolis. The
rematch is set for Jan, 27, when OSU
hoats its neighbor from the north,

08U  also faced the defending
champs on Dec. 28, 1996, in a match
with Kentucky ot the Rock-n-Rell
Shootout in Cleveland. OSU fought
gamely that night, but former Buckeye
Derek Anderson and the No, 3-ranked
Wildeats were too much, UK winning

, B1-65,

On Dec. 18, 1993, leas than one year
after Dean Smith led North Carolina to
the NCAA title, the Buckoyes had to
trek to the Dean Dome for o return
game and sulfered an 81.68 setback at
the hands of the No. 2-ranked Tar
Heels.

The last time OSU downed o reign-
ing champion was ita 64-61 upset of No.
6 Michigan in St. John Arena in 1990,
0SU also won home games with Magic
Johnson-less Michigan State in 1980
and Indiana in 1982,

—

Continued On Page 39
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Bpgris Dullotin Editor

If his first fow days as the OSU head
conch are any indication, Jim Treasol will
be following in John Cooper's footateps as
o tireloas recruitor,

Treascl’s first four days on the job were
marked by recruiting duties as the
Buckeyes tried to make up for time lost as
the program drifled without » head conch
from Jan, 2-17. .

“l can't worry about the valuable time
loat,” Treasel said upon officially taking
the job Jan. 18. “All | can look at is the
valuable time remaining. Thisa week, woe
have no contacts left. All we can do is get
on the phone,

“A new week starts on Sunday. That's
when I will get out there and utilize our
contacts.”

True to his word, Treasel hopped on the
phone on the evening of Jan, 18 while
attending the OSU-Michigan men's bas-
ketball game.

Then, on Jan. 19, he bogan his day with
a stafl meeting where recruiting had to be
n major topic. A visit by Columbus
Brookhaven running back Mourice Hall
came next before Dublin (Ohio) Coffman’s
Adam Olds showed up to begin an official
visit.

Treanel also had the welcome mat out
Jan, 20 as nearby Upper Arlington's

Originally Published: Jan. 27, 2001

Tressel Hits Highways

Hard Upon His Hiring

Simon Friser and Jefl Backes, among oth-
ers, stopped at the Woody Hayea Athletic
Center.

But nothing topped Treasel's Jan. 21, -

when he visited with Canton (Ohio)
GlenOak’s Dustin Fox in the morning,
stopped by the Upper Arlington football
banguet to speak in the afternocon and saw
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne’s Angelo
Chattama and Andree Tyree of London,
Ohio, in tho evening.

05U has room o take ns many ns 25
players this year: But it seems likely that
the Buckeyes, with 12 commitmenta
already, will take only 16-20 players and
save the remaining spota for next year,
when Ohio is loaded.

“We poasibly could give 26 scholarahi ps
this year, but then we could only give 13
next year, barring some attrition,” said
OSU athletie director Andy Geiger. “We
might put some (spots) in the bank.

“We have o very good football team
coming back. I love the team and feel we
have some talent.”

Geiger said he was not influenced by
trying to rush to get a coach in placo for
rocruiting season.

“Io be stampeded by that arbitrury
(wigming day) deadline is not the way to
run the search,” Geiger said. “Doing it
quickly for a short-term goal could be dis-
astrous. Doing it thoroughly and carefully
for long-term impact is the right way to do
it

and support Ohio State scholarships!

Contact your nearest Ohio Deputy Registrar to order your plates
or call Ohio State at (614) 292-8484 for more information.

“l can promise you
that based on this press
conference today, our
re-cru.iti:ut is  turning

A Coach's

Warren (Ohio)
Harding football conch
Thom MeDaniels sont,
amonyg others; Jamar
Martin  and Kenny
Peterson to Ohio State
during his tenure as the
head coach at Canton
(Ohio) McKinley.

It also peems likely
that Harding junior
running back Maurice
Clarett will one day
become n Buckeye (seo
Reeruiting  Outlook,
pages 9-11),

McDaniels oalso hos
sent n number of play-
ers to Tressel during the
latter's time at
Youngmtown State. He
approves of the hiring,

“I'm thrilled,”
McDaniels said. *T am
clated  that  Coach
Treasel got the Ohio
State job. The great
thing about Jim Tressel
in if Thom MecDanicls
calls him and Jim Tressel isn't available,
he calls Thom McDaniels back. He has o
great relationship with the high school
coaches in Ohio.

“For o lot of conches, ego seems to be n
big part of their persona. Jimmy dovsn't
possean an ego thats out of control. The
high school conches in this state are com-
fortable in Jimmy's presence.”

Plus McDanijels said prep coaches are
confident that Treasel will watch over and
guide their athletes.

“He teaches them all of the right things
on and off the field,” he said. “If you ask
him about what he likea most about coach-
ing, I'd bet he'd say being with the kids.

“There are o lot of demands that come
with being the coach at Ohio State, but he
will never let that job distance him from
the kids,

, “He is a hoands-on guy who oversees
overy significant feet of the program.”

Going Outside Ohio

A quick glance at Youngstown State's
2000 football roster will show that Tressel
has some experienco in luring players
from outside the Buckeye State,

OF 89 players on that roster, 49 are
from Ohio. Nine are from the all-impor-
tant state of Florida, while six hail from
California. .

But attracting players with few or no
Division [-A offers to YSU is o far ery from
recruiting blue-chip players who could be
congidering the likes of Florida, Florida
State or Minmi (Fla.).

“The days of Ohio State going to
Florida ond cashing in on the name are
over,” said reporter Bruce Hooley of The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer on WTVN.AM
in Columbus., “They got in the door on
name alone. But guys come to play at
every college for the people who recruit
them, Its, ‘Do | feel comfortable with
these conchea™

“Players pick schools wrongly, in my
view, because they don't look at the acad-
omica and all that, but largely because of
the coaches.”

Prep Football Report's Tom Lemming,
also spenking on WTVN-AM, acknowl-
edged that Tressel will face some tough

STEWT HELWALEN

CAN TRESS DO IT? — OSU coach Jim Tressel
may have had a strong track record of recruit-
ing Ohioans while at Youngstown State, but
some question whether he'll be able to snag top
out-of-state recruits., Lexington (Ky) Bryan
Station running back Eric Shelton, pictured
above at the Nike Camyp held last April at OSU,
is one non-Ohioan who recently struck OSU
from his short list.

battles as he eatablishes himsell and his
pre ;
“It's the same kind of recruiting from I-
AAto I-A," Lemming said. “Obviously, you
are not guing after the great ballplayers.
The major difference is the amount of
pressure the coaches have on them when
they are going up against o Florida State,
o Penn State, n Notre Dame or a
Tennesseo.

“You don't really seo that ot the lower
divisions. It really is o presaure cooker.
Some of these coachea who do well ut the
lower level kind of crumble when they go
up agoinst the big boys because of the
pressure, the back-stabbing and the bad-
mouthing. It's a lot different at the Dig
Ton level ™

Lemming noted thot most key Ohio
prospecta are inclined, if offered, to
ottend Ohio State. That is not the case
beyond Ohio's borders, though.

“For the local players, if they offer
them they would uwsually go to Ohio State
no matter who the head coach 18"
Lemming said. "But you hoave lo give
John Cooper credit. He was o tremendous
recruiter during hia years at Olio Stote
and did a good job out of state, along with
Bill Conley.

“That may suffer a bit until Treasel
develops his reputation ot Ohio State,
Ohio State is one of the super big nnmoes,
The name will deaw kids in, but to close
on them you usually have to have a head
coach with some personality, prestige and
o name.

“For a kid coming in from Miami or
Atlanta, just the name Ohio State isn't
going to do it. You need persistent coach-
es with great personalities.”

Hooley also debunked the myth that
OSU has ita pick of the litter,

“People here want to think that Ohio
State has its pick of players,” he said.
“But Ohio State does not select. It goes
out and fighta tooth and noil for people
with Michigan, Penn State, Florida State
and Floridn. A lot of that is closing the
deal.

“You walk into a kid's living room and
you're Lloyd Carr or Jim Treasel, you tell
me, who have those kids heard of”*
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Tressel Plucks Bears, MSU, YSU For Assistants

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Although he pledged in his introductory
nddreas to go slow in numing his first Ohio
State coaching stafl, Jim Tressel already
had as many as seven now stafl membern
in place by Jan, 22,

Treasel announced that day that he had
hired: .

* Chicago Bears assistant Jim
Baollman, 46, to serve an OSUs new offen-
#ive coordinator and line coach;

* Michigan State assistant Mark
Dantonio, 44, to serve ns the defensive
coordinator and secondary conch;

“# His longtime Youngstown State nasis-
tant, Ken Conatser, 60, ny the new special

¥l

Mark Dantonio

Ken Conatser

toama conch; und New Offensive New Special New Defensive New Director Of
* Recent YSU assistant and former Coordinator Teams Coach Coordinator Football Operations
ﬁl{]ﬁnmhgg.ﬂdﬁll\lﬂmﬁ?,mmu ji
rector of football operations,
Although it was not formally | Sticking Around Gone

announced, sources told BSH that Tressel
was to keep ut least three mom-

John Cooper's 2000 staff — tight
ends conch/recruiting  coordinator  Bill
Conley, defensive line coach Jim Heacock
oand running backs coach Tim Spencer.
Roles for those coaches on the new stafl’
were not immedintely known,

“I am really excited to make this
announcement,” Treasel said, *These guys
ure terrific foothall minds. But more impor-
tantly, they are four of the finest men you
will ever meet.

“They nre the kind of people T would
want my son to play for. They have a gun
wine eare and concern for their

It was unclear when

wpotn
quarterbacks job (althoug

solf, performed those duties at YSU] the
wule rocgivers position and the linebackers

A.&vr taking the OSU job Jan. 18,
Tressel mot with the eight remaining
asnistants from Cooper's stafl in o 7:30
am. meoting Jan, 19,

At that time, he left the future of those
coaches’ joba up in the air. Those previous
OSU nasistants who are not retained will
be on salary through March 1,

The New Guys

Bollman, Dantonio and Conatser were
ull members of Tressel's first stafl ot YSU
in 1986, In fact, Bollman and Dantonio
were Tressel's first two coordinators as o
head coach.

Bollman, n native al' Ashtabula, Ohio,
has spent the past two years as the tight
ends conch for the Chicago Bears, Prior to
joining the Bears' staff, he spent a year
mtl'lUthﬂndelphh Eagles in the same

A 1!?77 gradunte of Ohio U., Bollman
spent 21 years in the colleginte ranks after
uation, with stops at Miami (Ohio)
1977-82), N.C. State (1983-85),
Youngstown State (1986-91), Virginia
(1992-94) and Michigan State (1995-97). At
Youngstown, under Tressel, he served ot
separate times as both offensive and defen-
sive coordinator. He was the offensive line
conch at Michignn State.

“I grew up in Ohio and heard about
Ohio State all my life,” Bollman said, *I am
thrilled to be of this stafl and to be
rounited with Tressel. Jim Tressel is
the reason [ am here,

“This waa not a tough decision for me —
because of Jim."

Dantonio was born in El Paso, Texas,
but grew up in Zanesville, Ohio. He played

Bill (..onley

Jim Heacock

Tim Spencer

Jon Tenuta

Tight Ends Defensive Line Running Backs Def. Coordinator
Under Cooper Under Cooper Under Cooper North Carolinn
in Limbo

George Belu Tim Salem Chuck Stobart Brian Williams
Offensive Line Wide Receivers Off, Coordinator Linchackers
Under Cooper Under Cooper Under Cooper Under Cooper Under Cooper

his college football at South Caroling, earn-  rocalled. “This is a specinl day in my life. It from 1979-84, spending the first four yoars
ing three letters as a defensive back before s hard to put my feelings into words.* a8 the linebackers coach and the lnst two
receiving his degroe in 1979, Conatser, born in Cincinnati, gradunted s defonsive coordinator,

seasons at Michigan
?fmmunmdmmtn{
Ohio in 1980, He later coached at
Purdue (1981), Butler (Kan.) Junior
College (1982), Ohio State (1983-84),
Akron (1985), Youngstown State (1986-90)
and Kansas (1991-94). His first season at
Michigan State was the 1995 campaign.

He coached the Spartans secondary for
five seasons and was elevated to nasistant
head coach prior to the 2000 season.

*1 am excited to be back at Ohio State,”
Dantonit said. “It is o great honor to be
here and 1 look forward to agnin working
with Coach Treasel.”

Conatser has been the assistant head
coach ot Youngstown State the past nine
years and has been n member of Treasel's
staff sinoe 1986,

“As n high school coach, I used Lo ait in
the end zone of Ohio Stadium with my
teams and watch the Buckeyes play,” he

from the University of Cincinnati in 1962,
He coached high school ball for two years
after graduation then spent two seasons

(1964-65) as 0 graduate assistant ot his ©

almn mater,

In 1966, ho became the head conch at
Harrison High School in Cincinnati, & posi-
tion he held until taking over at Western
Hills High School in 1970. Conatser
Jumped to the colleginte ranks in 1971 as
offensive line coach at Massachusetts but
returned to the Cincinnati area in 1972 ns
head coach at Milford High School, a posi-
tion he held until 1977,

After a four-year hintus from coaching,
Conatser became offensive line conch at
Syracuse in 1981, Ho then spent two sea-
sons at San Diego State (1984-85) before
Joining the Youngstown State stafl in 1986,

Far Tucker, who has boen a member of
the Youngstown State stafl since 1097,
Ohio State is familiar turf. Hemodn:n
member of Earle Bruce's coaching staif

A native of Sandusky, Ohio, Tucker
graduated from the College of Wooster in -
1965, After ono season as n graduate nssis-
tant at Penn State (1966) and two more as
on assistant conch at Massillon (Ohio)
High School under Bruee (1967-68), he

Joined the staff at Wichita State in 1969, In

1973, he joined the lown State stall and
remained there until 1979, when he
accompanied Bruce to Ohio State.

Ho left Ohio State after the 1984 season
to become hoad coach at Wooster, remain-
ing there for 11 seasons (1985.95), Tucker -
spent the 1996 season at Wooster High
Bchool before joining foroes with Tressel at
Youngstown State in 1997 as defensive
coordinator,

*I am happy to be back at Ohio State,”
Tucker said. “I have a lot of fond memories
from my first stay here and 1 look forward

Continued On Page 39
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Geiger: Search Was |

Without Dissension

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Hporis Bulletin Staff Writer

After 15 days and hours and hours of
talk radio and Internet speculation, OSU
athletic director Andy Geiger finally had
his man.

Geiger and OSU  President William
“Brit®  Kirwan  proudly  introduced
Youngstown State head coach Jim Treasel
as Ohio State’s 22nd head football coach
Jan. 18, ending a hotly debated search for
the succeasor to John Cooper (see timeline,
page 15).

“We just selected the man we foel is the
right man, period,” said Geiger, who inter-
viewed ut least five different candidates
for the job. T will always be ot peace
because the decision was made for the
right reasons.”

The decision ultimately came down to
Treasel and Minnesota conch Glen Mason,
who were each invited back for second
interviews bofore Kirwan and an ndvisory
committoe. Orogon’s Mike Hellotti also
wan n serious candidate, meriting his own
vinit to Columbus before taking his name
out of the running.

OSU ansmstant head conch Fred Pagoe
and former Buckeyo star Chris Spiclman
ulso were interviewed during the prelima-
nary stage.

Geiger and associnte athletic director
Archie Griffin led the search. Getting the
best man for the job was his main focus,
Geiger said,

*I don't care nbout myself,” he said. 1
think it is very important that when |
introduco Coach Tressel 1o the football
team I tall them that the search was done
for them. Before it was done for anybody
olse, it was done for them,

“This is their tencher. This is their
conch.”

Those outside the loop — and that
included just nbout everybody except for
Geiger, Grillin and Kirwan = believed the
search wore an through two vital recruit-

ing weekends an the OSU hierarchy tried
to convince “big-name” conches like

Oklahomn's Bob Stoops, Pittaburgh's Walt

Harris, Stanfords Tyrone Willingham or

the Quakland Raiders’ Jon Gruden to ot
least consider the job.

But in the end, Geiger told reporters
the job was offered just one time — to
Treasel. All along, Geiger maintained that
the new conch would have to meet with
Kirwan, something none of the so-called
big namos seemed wclined to do.

“While the search seemed to take a long
time nccording to some observers, 1 must
suy that the importance of the decision,
which has o long-term impact, warranted
eareful and thorough exploration of the
resumes and backgrounds of the candi.
dates,” Geiger snid.

Geiger dispelled the widely held rumor
that he and Griffin, who presumably
backed former OSU player and assistant
conch Mason, were ever al odds over the
choice, .

“There wos never any disagreement
among the advisory committee or Archie or
Dr, Kirwan or myself,” he snid. “In fact, in
those kinds of terms, it wns as easy o
search ns I have ever participated in. We
just don’t get it finished until we got it fin-
inhed.

“We didn't choose until yesterday
because wo didn't finish our process until
yonsterday.”

Mason was believed to be the front-run-
ner among those who interviewed for the
Jjob. But Geiger found Treasel's total pack-
age of ncademic and athletic porformance
too much to pass up.

. 'The decision shows, he said, that you
have to look beyond the simple fucts.

“If you're going to be any good at what |
do or at similar things, you have to be pre-
pared to think outside the box,” he said,
*You have to think a little bit counterintu-
itively and nsk wome questions and hear
some answers a little differently.

*You have to listen to the feedback and
listen to what they're telling you, We spent

PSST, THIS GUY AIN'T BAD — Ohio State ath-
letie director Andy Geiger (right) has a word
with OSU President Willinm “Brit” Kirwan dur-
ing Jim Tressel's Jan. 18 press conference, his
first as Ohio State head football coach.

n lot of time reflecting on what we heard.”

Kirwan defended the length of the
senrch.

“It was very exhaustive,” he said. “The
thing about Ohio State is that we can talk
to mnybody about our football conching
position. I'm not saying that just anybody
will come here, but we can get in anybody’s
door,

*There were many different people to
consider, but ns we narrowed down and
looked at what made the most sense for us,
the choice beeama clonrer and clearer to
me.”

Tressel's Jun. 10 interview clinched it,
Kirwan said.

“I have to say the interview I had with
him ot the house was one of the most
impressive that I've ever had in 156 years
a8 0 university president,” Kirwan said.

Treasel, YSU's athletic director aince
1994, was impressed with the depth and
breadth of OSU's search.
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“It was very appar-
ent to me that they
were trying to find out
things anbout overy-
one,” he said. "When
we recruit, we should
try to find out every-
thing about that
young person. Find
out from the cafeteria
worker to the janitor
to the English teacher
to the guy down at the
barber shop. I think
they did that in terms

of this  conching
senrch,”
A Tough Decision

Saying no Lo a guy
like Mason, who has
spent much of his
adult  life working
toward one doy being
the OSU coach, was
not an ey task.

“Ho was very dis-
appointed,”  Geiger
said of his conversa:
tion with Mason.

*Each and every
one of (the candidates)
represents courage,
ability and dedication
to the gnme of college
football. They are exceptional people and 1
wish to extend to them our best wishes for
continued succoss,

“Mike Bellotti in an extraordinary man.
He was very impressive. Some people |
talked with carlier last weck were also
very impressive. Jim and Glen were also
very impressive. It was just a matter of
chooaing.”

While discussions to entiee Stoops,
Harris and Willinghnm apparently never
ot boyond the exploratory phase, Kirwan
admitted there wins some truth to rumors
that Gruden, a Sandusky, Ohio, native,
had his representatives inguire about the
job,

“There was o conversation that took
place between Conch Gruden and people
around him and the university,” Kirwan
said. “Thore was never any fnce-to-fnce
meoting or any dotailed discussion,

“He said an interesting thing in the
paper, und it sort of reflected the point 1
made 0 moment ago — the one colloge job
he would think about is the Ohio State job.
There were foelers, there was o question of
interest in having a converaation on both
sides but it never went beyond that.

“I was also very impressed with my
interview with Coach Mason,” Kirwan
added. “He is a fine human being. He cares
deeply about this place. He also has o
strong record and | know he would have
made an outstanding conch at Ohio State,
as hio has at Minnesotn and other places,

“But we just felt when we looked at the
total scope of things we were trying to
achieve, Jim Tressel was our man.”

REVIN DT

Tha Advisory Committee

Geiger and Griffin co-chnired the advi-
sory committee that also included OSU
players Steve Rellisan and Joe Cooper,
Board of Trustees chairman George
Skestos, Varsity “0" Alumni Association
president Jefl Logan and faculty membera
})u\fi(l Frantz, Susan Hartmann and Jock

tall.

That group met on Jan. 4 to carve out
the kind of profile OSU should look for in
its new conch.

“At the first meeting, we talked about
whint we were looking for in a coach in the
abstract,” Geiger said. *“We talked nbout
the ideas and things we wanted in o coach,
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IT'S TRESSEL: THE SEARCH

“Then we identified candidates we
winted to bring to the campus. The com-
mittee met those men. They didn't vote on

each one they wanted, but they gave us .

feedback on those people.”

Perhaps sensing that the final pool of
Bellotti, Mason and Tressel was not
dynamic enough, Geiger and Griffin asked
the group for direction gnd/or approval.

“At one point, we asked if we had a pool
of people that will move our program for-
ward and we got a resounding yes,” Geigor
said. “Wo naked that of the advisory com-
mittee. We asked it of each other”

The group ended up sitting in for final
interviews of those three candidatos,

“It wan ensy to come out with what we
thought that coach should be,” said Logan,
i former OSU captain and broadeaster, *It
was very difficult in the end for the guys
who had to make the decision, and that's
Andy Geiger and Brit Kirwan,

“Our search committee nctually was an
advisory group and our advice was we
could support either of these two moen. So
our job wus easy.”

Shutting Out The World

The search was met with intense medin
seruting, both in Ohio and nationally, That
is why Geiger and Griffin did their best to
keep a lid on any and all news surrounding
the hunt.

“Everyone runs searches differently,”
Geiger said. “We ran this search, because

of the public nature of the job and the .

procoss, in a way that was about trying our
very bost to have integrity in the search, to
K]m'l.nct the candidates as well us we possi-
y could — all of whom had other jobs at
other universities — and their families
and friends that were concerned about
what wan ha, in this procoss.”

Geiger he felt no external pressure
to name any of the popular candidatos —
Muson, Pagae or Spiclman,

“Part of the reason 1 don't nnswer a lot
of qwl.ium and phone calls, the process is

e of choosing nmong peopl#,' he anid.
'Peopln ought to be chosen based on their
merit.

‘Il do the reference check and the
background check. Having it become o
political process or a public process with
me out there commenting on each candi-
date seconda after 1 talk to them is a terri-
ble mistake. You would lose whatever sem-
blance of control there is.”

Geiger and Griffin attended  the
American Football Conches Association
convention in Atlanta Jan,
returned to Columbus and waited for
Bellotti to wrrive Jan. 14 to begin the final
series of intorviews,

Mennwhile, the rumor mill had Geiger
flying around the country, trying to stir up
interest in the job. He also dispelled those
notions,

“I wos working the phones,” he said, “1
was at home. You could have gone to the
Upper Arlington swimming pool Saturday
morning (Jan. 13) and found me cheering
for my son at a swim meet.

“I had my cell phone with me and my
notes with me, calling people around town.
I was right here,

“There wasn't any way I could bring
people to town over that weekend becauso
those people were recruiting at their other
joba, 1 had to play o bit of a waiting game,
#0 1 used that time to background check
and to check on other candidates,

“I had (Bellotti) schoduled to come in
Sunday and to interview Monday (Jan.
16), (Tressel) to come in and interview
Tuesday -and (Mason) set to come in
Wedneaday, We were satisfied that we
liked our pool and that we liked one person
well enough to make a decision.”

With  Tressel's hiring  publicly

The following (s & dary by day look ot the events
sufrounding the coaching search ot Ohlo State,

I}mnﬂbﬂdlﬁh.w.oummm

od 05U permission to speak with Mason, mllu
Youngstown State did the same for its coach, Nim
Trossel,

But Pittsburgh sthietic director Steve Pederson
-denked OSU pormission 10 speak with Harrs.

» Jan, 6 — Pagne of ficlally is contactod to set

up an imerview.

* Jan. 7 — Rumors continua to percolata that
Hawris Is sull on OSU's radar, ulsw'lsm
Stoops' beother, OU

* Jan. 14 — Oregon's Bellotti and his farme
Iy arive in Columbtus to take & whirtwind tour of
tha city and the x

Stoops, I8 0lso bandied about for the job.

Coaches Assoclation
* Jan. B — Pogoc Is bolieved 10 be the first
candidote interdewed for the job, He travels to o
suburban Atlanta home, where ho meats with
Gelgor and Griffin for two hours,

*1 foel like it went real well,” Pagac sakd.

Rumors surface that a possible face-to-face
moeting botwoen Geiger and Hars s halted
after Harrla' name pops Up 0% @ potential candi:

believes he did o “hock of & job" Interviewing.
Geiggor and Griffin also noportedly spand part

this Lalks 56 an mummaau
mal interview.”

Other reports say Hors is still interested in o
potential OSU offer.

* Jan, 10 — Back in Columbus, Gelger and
Griffin conduct a pair of interviews. They spoak
with former OSU linebacker Chris Spieiman and
YSU's Tressel,

Gelger refuses to say whether the Interview
phase is over of whither he is close 1o o dech
slon.

* Jan, 11 — Repoits begon to swin that
Oregon coacti Mike Belotth could b a leading
candidate for the job. Rumors also abound thot
‘Golger has left Columbus for destination
unkngwn 1o meet with & coaching candidate.

* Jan, 12 — Pit's Horrs lssuds one more
statemaent 1o say ho is taking his name out of the

said, ‘Ihnnnumhumumma
any other job. | have & longterm commitment ot
Py

With no coach In place, OSU cancels oll offi

coordinator Marvin Lowis and Oskdond Ralders
heod coach Jon Gruden have their names tossed
It the rumor mill for the 0SU job.

Gaiger remaing mum on tha soarch, aithough
reports surtace that he contocted Tressel by tele-
phone for a *follow-up question,”

Meanwhilae,
Gruden finds  him:
soll with more time
on his hands ofter
his Raktors suffer o
163  loss o
Baltimore In the
AFC

* Jan. 16 —
Gelgar roportedly
takos Ballotti on an
8 am. tour of the
Woody Hayes Athletic Center. Upon retuming to
Eugene, Bellottl tolls reporters he was, not
offered the job and he goes on @ recruiting jun-
kot for Dregon.

A published report links Grudan o 05U with
the lum being o reported 10yoar, $25 million
contract.

* Jan. 16 — Roports surfoce that YSU's
Tressel ventured down to Columbus, presum-
ably to also meoet with Kirwan.,

Al the same time, things heat up on the
Gruden front with reports that he will coma to
Columbus 1o tour the school and meet with
OSU officiols,

To top things off, Bollotll issues o statement
from Oregion saying he % taking his name out of

i for the job.

* Jan. 17 — In fact, Gruden never leaves
Qakland ond issues statements that ha is not
Interested in the job.

Mason ventures down from Minnesota for
his seCoNd interview on campus,

After Mason's departure, Gelger and Kirwan
concur that Tressel is thesr man. Thay notify him
by tlephone with a job offer then wait as he
informa his wifo and calls them back ot about
A4:30 p.m. o scoepl.

Nerws Of thas hiring broaks first on Columbus’
WIVNAM at approximately 5:10 pan,

* Jan. 18 — Trossel comes to Columbus
and meets with his new team at 3 pm. ot the
WHAC, Kirwan and Gedgar then introduce him 1o
a media throngt In excoss of 200 as 05U's 22nd
head football conch in the recruiting lounge at
Ohio Stadium.

“I am really humbled to stand before you
today as the head football coach ot The Ohio
State University,” Tressel says.

Tressel folds questions for over two hours
mmwwmum-m
of the O men's basketball game
mmmmmmamwm
o standing ovation,

— Complled by Steve Helwagen

Mike Bellotti

7-10 then .

announced, Geiger did his best to mend
fences. He spoke with the media at length
after the press conference.

“I have i lot of friends in the media and
1 have & mputnlian ns someons who
returns phone calls,” he said. “I acted
abaolutely contrary to that during this®
process and there will have to be some
recovery time now, But I did it to protect
the search.”

Getting Their Guy

It was Treasel's fine academic record na
the YSU conch — not to mention his four
Division I-AA naotional ehampionships —

. that helped him win this job,

“I went on the Web and found out what
their graduntion rates wore,” Kirwan said,
“Then 1 nsked them specifics, like how
doea it work and what are the mechanisma
you employ to have the success you're hav-
ing? What are the incentives you employ to
muake sure studenta do the right thing in
the classroom? What kind of resources do
you have?

“He (Tressel) had a whole book of pro-
cedures that he follows, The thing that
came through so clearly with him is the
contact he makes with individuals. He gets
to know these young people. 1 know he

develops o relationship with them where
they know of his concern and care and vico
versn, We read that o lob from the
Youngstown players in the paper.”

But even after they had offered Treascl
the job and believed the search wan finally
over, Kirwan and Geiger were forced to
play one last waiting game,

“Wa ealled Jim early in the afternoon
(Jan. 17)," Kirwan said. “I got on the phone
and made the offer,

“He said, This is a dream job, This is
what I want, but I have to talk to my wife.

1 cannot say yes until 1 have told my wife
and she has concurred.

“So we sat there by the phone for 20
minutes on pins and needles and hoped he
would call back and say yes, and he did.”

Kirwan said he used some of that time
to alert OSU's Board of Trustees to the
decixion.

“After Andy and I made the decision, 1
had & communication with each of our
trustees to let them know what we intend-
ed to do,” he said. “They were in total
endorsement of that,”
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IT'S TRESSEL: REACTION IN COLUMBUS

Lehner Gets Credit For Breaking The Story

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Ask WTVN-AM sports director George
Lehner and he'll tell you he was simply
doing his job,

But when Lehner took to the
Columbus airwavea with tho word that
Jim Trossel hnd been hired ns Ohio
State's new foatball coach Jan. 17, he put
an end to the media race to break the
story nnd touched off o firestorm of ronc-
tion throughout the community.

Upon receiving word of the hiring,
Lehner calmly grabbed a cartridge with a
bulletin alert and ad-libbed the story just
after 5:10 p.m,, breaking into “The John
Corby Show.” Suddenly, Ohio State's
exhaustive 17-day search for John
Cooper's replacement had come to an
abrupt end,

“I'lt never forget the look on Corby's
face, who was on the air at the time,”
Lehner told BSB, *We interrupted what-
over he was doing and he just looked at
mo like, 'Oh, my God, I can’t believe it.'
And I think we all felt that way. [ was
surprised it happened that quickly.”

But Lehnor was ready just the same,
Ohio State officials had mot with anoth-
er prime candidate, Minnesota head
coach Glen Mason, earlier that day, and
by all accounta OSU was nearing a deci-
sion — barring the inclusion of some
mystery candidate.

“We were watching the situation with
Muson very carefully just as we did when
everyone else was here,” Lehner said.
“We were told Mason loft at 2:156 (p.m.).
We were also told that there would be a
seriea of phone calls made, kind of a con-
ference call mituntion, with members of
the (OSU) Board of Trustees and people
responsible in  the decision-making
process,

“It made perfect sense that after this
thing went down with Mason that the
docision would be imminent. It made
total sense to me that this decision would
be made by the time you had the basket-
ball game on national television (the next
day) to parade around the new conch.”

Knowing that, Lehner expected that
the conch of choice — and the ruaner-up
— would be notified that aftornoon.

“l had beon working with a list all
along, just people that you atay in contact
with, and just happened to have been at
the right place ot the right time and had
just been informed by somebody who
knew who the new coach was going to
be,” he said,

Lehner and the station received con-
gratulations from people ranging from
listeners to employees from competing
news agencies.

“That was really nice, especially to
hear that from your colleagues,” he said.

However, a local telovision station
elaimed to have broken the story and oth-
ers questioned the validity of WITVN's
source, That made Lehner laugh,

“That always breaks me up when peo-
ple sny, ‘Well, was thot o good source?
Well of course it was or we wouldn't have
one on the air with it" Lehner said.

“I had o very relinble list of sources
and any one of them could have told me a
name and [ would have gone on the air
with it immediately. That's the level of
credibility I have with these people. And
il you have enough people like that,
somebody is going to come through with
it.

TIME FOR CHITCHAT — Frank Beckmann (left) of Detroit's WJR-
AM chats with Ohio State head football coach Jim Tressel during
halftime of the OSU-Michigan men's basketball game Jan. 18. The
stint on Michigan radio was one of the many duties Tressel tended
to on his first day on the job.

“It was a good day for WTVN.®

Lehner, whio also broke news of
Cooper’s hiring in 1987, said this partic-
ular move by OSU was the most secretive
and highly anticipated yet.

*(0SU athletic director Andy) Geiger
made it clear to that advisory committee
that if anything leaks guys were to be cut
ofl at the knees,” he snid, “That scared
somo of the people I'd been talking to,
and they made that very clear to me. So 1
wasn't as positive about it as I'd been for
other stories that we were ablo to break.”

But WI'VN's bombahell didn't prevent
other news sources from providing imme-
dinte extensive coverage of the move, TV
and radio stations began to dig up infor-
mation on Tressel for that evening’s
broadcasts. Web sites and newspapers
followed suit.

The following is some of the public
reaction to the Treasel hiring from mem-
bers of the media, former players and
05U dignitarics as compiled by BSB.

* Dan Beatly, former OSU player
(1987, 1969-90) — “It's o great day for
Buckeyes everywhere. 1 think Jim
Treasel is a great coach, and the more
you hear about him and the more you
learn about him, the better you like him.

“It’s a really bad way for Mason to find
out, He bleeds scarlet and gray, there's no
doubt about it, and you hate to do that to
one of your own. He's the man who
recruited mo to Ohio State, and 1 still
have fond memoriea of that.”

* Mark “Munch” Bishop, on
WTVN-AM in Columbus — “Jim
Treasel in a good man, first and foremost,
and a great football coach.

“Howover, the problem 1 have is not so
much with Jim Tressel. The problem I
have i 1 feel Glen Mason was wronged
horribly by the university.

*(ilen Mason was more than qualified
for that job. He played and coached
under Woody Hayes and he coached for
Earle Bruce, He has spent 156 years as a
hoead coach ot Kent, Kansas and
Minnesota, Like Coach Bruce said, if
that didn't earn him his spurs, I don't
know what will,

“Jim Tressel is a wonderful guy. He is
our conch and he has my full support,
The problem 1 have is Archié Griffin and
his eamp wanted Glen Mason. Andy
Geiger wanted Jim Treasel, 1 think Andy
Geiger was worried about someone over-
shadowing him.

“But you should hire the best person,
not the person you feel you can contral.”

* Tom Cousineau, former OSU
player (1975-78) — “I'm here (at the
Jan. 18 press conference) because [ love
Ohio State, and I was extremely interest-
ed in this decision. I'm thrilled about it,
and I think this is a wonderful opportu-
nity to tuke a stop forward for our pro-
gram, Jim Tressel is well-spoken, well-
considered, thoughtful. He's the perfect
choice for what Ohio State neoda right
now and I'm so lopking forward to what
he can accomplish here with our kids.”

Cousineau feels that Treasel can bring
back the family atmosphere to Ohio
State football,

“That's what it's about, and that's
where Coach Hayes came from. [ like
John Cooper o lot. He's a good man and
he values his family. But that part has
been missing here. That just wasn't part
of what John atressed. 1 don't want to
bash John Cooper, because 1 like John
oand he was o very successful conch, He
Jjust left us a little short here; he left the
kids ahort.

“These kids, ns Jim was talking about,
they crave that. We went through it with
Coach Hayes. | mean, he would stand up

and say things that went right over our
head or that we would laugh about, but
he would say it every single day and ot
the end of the cgmpaign, you understood,
Then he won you over,

“That's what leadership is all about
and that'’s what Jim Tressel will provide
here. You're not going to see his teams
come out flat.”

* Greg Frey, former OSU player
(1987-90) and current analyst for
WTVN-AM = “[t'n great news, I think
Jim Tressel has proven himsell at
Youngstown State at the Division 1-AA
level, nnd 1 think everybody in Columbus
is very excited.”

Frey, however, said Tressel's victory
was Mason's loss,

I feel very badly for Glen Mason. 1
think they really strung him out for a
long time,”

* Bruce Hooley, beal writer for
The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer on
WTVN-AM — “Around the nation today
~ believe me, I've talked to o lot of guys
who work at big papers and national
online services — when the news went
out yesterday, I got a lot of instant mes-
aagos and the message was one word:
Tressel?

“He's  accomplished a  lot ot
Youngstown State with four national
championships, But hia record over tho
last gix yoears is 67-24, You know what
John Cooper's record over the last six
youars ia? 657-17.

“All you people who think Cooper did
o lousy job ot Ohio State, lots remember
that when Earle was fired hore they
wanted a guy who could win big. They
ot a guy who won less than Earle. There
in o distinet posaibility this guy will win
leas than Cooper.”

Hooley pointed out that Geiger has
made this type of move before — and
failed.

“What a risk Ohio State is running,
Andy Geiger hired Mark Duffner at
Maryland in 1989 because he went 651
at Holy Crosa in Division [-AA. Who was
one of the other guys Andy Geiger inter-
viewed? Jim Tressel.

*So Mark Duffner goes 20-35 and
plunges Maryland into huge debt. So now
Andy Geiger revisits this again and says,
You know, I'm going to prove that a
Divigion I-AA guy can mako it at Division
I-A"

* Paul Keels, play-by-play volce
for The Ohio State Football Radio
Network — “Ho seoms to be very pol-
ished. He is woll-spoken and woll-versed,
He also exhibits a lot of passion for what
he does. You can just sense that enthusi-
nsm he has.

“Like a lot of people, I watched the
championship games they played in ot
Youngatown State. | was always
impreased with what 1 saw on TV,

*When I worked in Cincinnati, 1 know
his name eame up for the UC job when it
came open.

“I've heard he is very medin friendly,
If his pross conference today is any indi-
cation, that seems to be the cane. We will
find out how true that is, 1 guess, after
loases, but he seema to be very media
Bavvy.”

But will that keep reporters ot bay
when trouble strikes the program?

“The key point will be the first time ho
hos to put his foot down. We'll see how
solid and how consistent he in. He seems
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to be very consistent in the things he
says and does.”

* Jim Lachey, former OSU player
(1981-84) and color analyst for The
Ohio State Football Radio Network
— I thought both the guys it came down
to, Jim Tressel and Glen Mason, would
come in here and do a pretty good job,

*OF course, Glen Mason was my posi-
tion coach, #o I probably know him a lit-
tle bit better. Jim Treasel was our quar-
terbacks and wide receivers coach,
Certninly, 1 thought he did a good job
with those groups.

“I think the bottom line is when he got
in front of the selection committee he
probably did a better job of selling him-
poll and selling some of the beliefs he
had.

*He * is a proven winner. At
Youngstown State, he has won four
national championships and T0 percent
of his games. He's o guy that has won,

“Plus, he has the academie part of it.
There is n reason they eall him Professor
Tressel, He's the type of guy who is a
good leader and he can got that across to
his players,

“If he can come here and lay some of
that discipline down with our players
and put his system in place, | think there
is a great chance ho is going to be sue-
coasful ”

« Joff Logan, former OSU player
(1974-77) and member of OSU's advi-
sory committes — “I'm glad it's over for
n couple reasons — so Ohio State can get
on with ita lifo, Jim Troasel can get start-
ed and the other conches ean go on and
have it be fuir to them. But | think the
future is very bright for Ohio State, and 1
think this is the guy who can kind of heal

the wounds from the academic side and
also from the athletic sido, We've got to
do something about that rivalry with
Michigan and get it in the right direction.

“He was not only an Andy guy but an
Ohio State guy. I felt that he fit real well
with what we were looking for as a
search committes and he certainly got
the attention of Brit Kirwan and Andy
Geiger.”

* Jim O’Brien, OSU men’s baskot-
ball conch — “From what I've been
reading, it all seems good. From every-
thing I've read and heard and seen, it
seems like a terrific hire. He looks like n
perfect fit,

“I know Andy is very excited about
having him. Andy knows what he's doing,
It's a very important hire and a very
important decision. I think anybody who
was aching for him to ruah the decision is
misging the big picture,”

* Chris Spielman, former OSU
player (1984-87), an analyst for
WBNS-AM radio in Columbus and
also a candidate for the job — *I think
they have a great choige in Jim Tressel,
and 1 think it's every Buckeye's duty to
support him and back him 100 percent. |
know he'll come in and he'll work hard
and he'll do what's best for the universi-
by”

Spielman does not see Tressel's jump
from Division I-AA as being an issue.

*You win four national champi-
onships, I don't care what level that was
at. It doesn't bother me at all, The candi-
dates were all great coaching candidatos,

“Ho's going to look to build character
in young men, not just put football play-
era on the field. He'll try to create pro-
ductive citizens that not only the univer-
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sity can be proud of but the whole state
can be proud of "

* Dimitrious Stanley, former OSU
player (1993-96) and son of former
08U assistant Wayne Stanley — "My
dad was happy. We know Jim personally,
and when he was talking up there he hit
on the ingredient that we were misaing,
why we didn't win the national champi-
onghip. We had four years, and in three
of them we were undefented until the last
gama.

“We ahould have at least one national
championship, and he was talking about
the ingredient we were missing most,
which is family, that relationship of feel-
ing emotional about our coach and the
conch feeling the same about you and
going out there and fighting harder for
him. That was what wo were missing.

“If he can do that — you know he
knowas how to win championships — with
the talent we have there's no way we
wouldn't go out of here without n nation-
nl championahip.”

If Stanley had it his way, he'd be the
first one on the field in spring ball.

“I wish 1 was starting my college
career over, period. [ would love to play

for someone like him, He'll let you be the
person you are and then he's going to
develop around you, That's what you
liave to do to be a great conch and not try
to make people fit your system. Find
what they do best and then build around
them.”

* Jim Stillwagon, former OSU
player (1968-70) — “I supported him
and Glen Magon. If the prerequisite were
to have n Buckeye | think Glen Mason
would have beon an excellent choice, but
in liew of that I thought Jim was a great
selection because of all the things he's
accomplished and the kind of person he
is.”

Stillwagon felt no regret gver the fact
that OSU did not bring in o so-called big-
name coach.

“Sometimes the biggest names and
marquee guys are duds, This guy talks
the talk and I think he's going to walk it,
and I'm excited

“He has great values, he stresses
team, he cares about the players and he
wants to see people move on, | think he
haa the ability to take an average ath-
lete, like Woody Hayes, and make him
good and make a good one great.”
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Tressel Left
Behind Sad |

Loyalists

By GARY HOUSTEAU
Buckeys Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Though Jim Treasel may be n native of
Berea, Ohio, after n 156-year relationship
in his adopted home of Youngstown, the
people of the Mahoning Valley are collee-
tively foeling an proud and sentimental as
if they're sending their own son off to fur-
ther his football career nt The Ohio State
University,

*He's o once-in-a-lifetime conch,” said
Bob Hannon, the voice of the Youngstown
State Penguins since 1989, who has
called all four of Tressel's Division I-AA
national title wins on the radio waves.

“He brought class to YSU, he does it
the right way, he wins the right way. Not
only is he a coach, but he's & community
leader and he's o great speaker. He's o lot
more than o football conch.”

Some of Tressel's most recent commu-
nity work included hia efforts in the eco-
nomically-challenged Mahoning Valley.
He was o visible leader in the campaign
to keep GM Lordstown in the valley.
Additionally, he led the way for a cam-
paign  for the financially troubled

OAY HOUSTEAL

HERE WE GO, GUYS — Youngstown State head coach Jim Tressel (left) prepares to lead his Penguins
out onto the field for the 1997 season opener. His efforts to help the city of Youngstown and the
Mahoning Valley region are big reasons he'll be missed by many in that area.

conch as loved and revered by Buckeye
fans and former players as Woody Hayes
was, but Tressel has the requisite choris-
ma and leaderahip ability to eventually
ovoke  those  comparisons.  And
Youngstown State will most certainly

were a part of, strong enough to sustain
one another and prosper.

Thot's just one of the extra benefits
that come as o part of the total Tressel
package.

Ohio State m:ly never have another

Youngstown public gehool system. He also
helped support Tod's Children's Hospital.

In his own methodical way, Treasel
wove n tireleas web to make the bond
between his football family and the uni-
versity, and the community that they

s
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never have another national treasure ot
their helm the likes of Jim Tressel him-
soll’

Although henrtfelt good wishes nare
being exprossed for the newest Buckeye
conch from everywhere in northeast Ohio
in genernl and Youngstown specifically,
Tressel will be just as deeply missed by
those same people.

One person in particular will miss
Treasel’s immediate tutelage on the grid-
iron as much as anyone. That person is
three-year starting quarterback Jefl
Ryan.

“It's great for Coach Treasel,” said
Ryan, who honed his skills at the position
under Troasel. *He deserves it. He's o
great conch and person. Best wishes to
him and Ohio State.”

Rynn, like the rest of his teammates,
was alerted by Treasel to the pending sit-
untion Jan. 17 during the team's regular-
ly scheduled meoting at Stambaugh
Stadium. But by the time the unofficial
word leaked out, the conch had already
left the premises.

“It's sad here today,” Ryan snid, “but
there is nothing we can do. It's great for
him o o friend and now ex-coach, so I just
wish him the best.

“He'n n great guy and he has taught us
n lot. Every person hore in the organiza-
tion and program thinks highly of Coach
Treasel. Ho'n a clnss nct.”

Ryan has nothing but the same high
expectations for his former conch at OSU
ns Trossel has always had for his former
players at YSU.

“I wouldn't doubt if he has a national
championship there pretty soon,” Ryan
suid. “But he'll need the cooperation of the
players and the administrators to hear
what he has to say and listen to him.

“He's the type of coach you got along
with, and it's a great opportunity to be a
quarterback underneath him and have
‘him be your position coach.”

Even people in the program who
haven't been around Tressel for very long
understand what Ohio State saw in him.
YSU sports information director Trevor
Parks just joined the program from
Nebraska in late August, ahortly before
the season began,

“I'm and to see him go, but I'm really
excited for him,” Parks said. “It's the beat

opportunity that's out there for him right
now and he has wanted it for a long time
from what people tell me.

*I know hell do well down there. I come
from n big school in Nebraska so 1 know
how things are run at o big program. 1 told
n lot of people that he reminds me of
(Nebraska coach) Frank Solich (another
Cleveland-area product).

“They have the same stature to the
way they handle the media, to tho way
they work with people, to the way they
handle their football team and stafll
There's a lot of similarities there and I'm
not surprised. I think they've got a blue-
chipper.®

The people who work closest with
Trossel know Ohio State got o keeper.
Cormine Cassese has been the equipment
manager the entire time during the
Treasel years at YSU.

“I knew that once Conch Treasel got
ahold of those people down there and they
gave him an opportunity, that he would
got the job,” said Cassese, an Ohio State
gradunte, “My friends and I, especially the
people that work close with Coach Treasel,
knew what a specinl person he is, To us,
it's no surprise. We're sad, we're happy,
we're scared. It's been a great run and I've
loved every minute of it.

“Columbua is very lucky. They don't
know it. Like he proved them wrong
already by gelting that job, he'll prove
what o great man he is and the things
that he'll do will be incredible. Columbus
finally has somebody they can embrace.”

Joe Cassese, Carmine's son and a YSU
student, had been charged with holding
Trossel's headset cord for most of the
championship seasons,

*There's a feeling of completo oxcite
ment here,” the younger Cassese said.
*Ohio State is so fortunate to have n man
of his character. Thoy have no idea just
how fortunate they are to have Jim
Tressel as the head coach, 1t going to be
unbelievable and I wish him the best of
luck. He knows that the Valley supports
him and we love him*

Evon fuculty members of YSU love and
support Treasel.

Thomas Shipka, who chaira the
Department of Philosophy and Religious
Studies nt YSU, is n big Tressel fan,

I got to know Jim Tressel n year or two
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after he came hore,” Shipka said. *T was so
impressed ot the type of program that he
ran that 1 got involved in the Penguin
Club, And since then we've gotten to be
good friends.

“Jim Treasel is one of the finest human
beings that I've ever gotten to know, He'ls
n decent man of high moral standards and
he runs a program that probably doesn't
have a match in he country, Winning,
however, is not his first priority.
Devoloping young kids into responsible
young men is his first priority.

“Youngstown is losing one of the great-
oot figures in its history, but Ohio State is
gaining one of the greatest figures that
theyll ever have.”

Former YSU football players, even
ones who never played for Tressel like
Paul McFadden, are strong supporters of
the former Penguin coach.,

McFadden, n barefoot kicker who
kicked during the 19804 in the NFL with
the Philadelphin Engles, New York Giants
and Atlanta Falcons, now holds an ndmin-
istrative position at YSU.

“We're heartbroken losing Coach,”
MceFadden said. “But at the same time
this is a tremendous acknowledgment of
his abilities and it also is a great reflection
of our university because Conch came
here and did great things and now he's
going to carry that down to Columbus.

“He has raised our program on every
level. He has totally transformed our nca-
demic program. Our graduation rate,
something that when Conch arrived we
didn't talk nbout, we brag about it now,

“Jim Tressel means so much more than
football for our community. He's a Valley
leader, he's u big part of our identity and
we hate to see him go,*

Jared Zwick, a four-year quarterback
under Tressel at YSU and the brother of
standout Massillon (Ohio) Washington
quarterback Justin Zwick, couldn't be
happier for his former coach,

*Conch Treasel is going to bring a
bunch of class to this program,” said
Zwick, who is now in his first year of den-
tal school at Ohio State, *That's what he

preaches first in class, ns far as being a
class person on and off the field, and it
shows through your play.

“He's going to bring a lot of enthusiasm
and a lot of discipline, both in the acade-
mi¢ realm and on the field. And I think
that's going to be the main things that are
going to help him be successful here in
Columbus as the new conch of Ohio State,

“I've been telling everybody down here
that they're going to fall in love with this
guy as a person. He's n humble person, he
puts family first and he's going to recruit
the kind of kids that he thinks can be suc-
cessful on and off the football field and in
the classroom,

“I think if you give him two or three
years here, people are going to be so excit-
ed with what he's done with the football
program and the direction that it's going
to be going in.”

Rick Shepas, the second-leading carcer
receiver in YSU history in both catches
and yards and the younger Zwick's head
coach at Massillon, played for Tressel in
his senior year in 1986,

“I think it's a great opportunity for
him,” Shepas said. “It's a job that he's
nlways wanted and I think the 16 years
have definitely prepared him for Ohio
State.”

Shepas sat in the very first meeting ns
a senior when Tressel took over the
Youngstown State program,

“When he took the Youngstown job he
gave that job his total commitment, his
total focus, his total dedication, his total
loyalty, and he's going to do the same
thing down there.

“When you think about what he's been
able to do at Youngstown, you always have
to think about the fact that he accom-
plished all those goals while using only 63
scholarships. Now he's upgraded to 86 and
obviously Ohio State is really the only pre-
mier fi Il program in the state.

“So if he was able to recruit great play-
ers of groat character and ability at
Youngstown, just think what he's going to
be nble to do using o resource of Ohio
State and 85 scholarships.”
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Players Impressed With Tressel’s Introduction

By JEFF RAPP
Huckeye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

It was o key moment in a momentous
day for Jim Tressel, probably the most
important part of the day, he said.

The new Ohio State football conch had o
whirlwind agendn Jan. 18 that included his
public introduction to the redia, an appear-
anco at the OSU-Michigan men's basketball
game und more gigs on local radio and tele-
vision stations, But before any of it started
ho had set a3 pan. mesting with the return-
ing members of the team.

Also on hand for that important first step
to Treasel's fumily-building process was ath.
letic director Andy Geiger, the man who
fired John Cooper and pinpointed the well-
respected,  lesser-known  conch  from
Youngstown State,

“It was very quiet in there,” Gelger anid
of the afternoon meeting, which took place
ut the Woody Hayes Athletic Center. “They
paid very careful attention, they were excit-
od, they were impressed. 1 think some of
them were stunned.

“Jim is a very confident person, hels o
very gifted speaker. If 1 were a member of
the football team I'd ba very excited nbout
the opportunitios that I had, but I'd also feel
challenged.”

That, in fiuct, summed up what members
of the team were telling BSB afterward.

“He seems like a great guy and 1 really
felt his speech,” tailback Sam Maldonado
said momenta afterward, “At the same time,
he's 0 hard-nosed guy. He kind of rentinds
me of my coach I had in high school.™

“I think he has his totally own style,”

Steve Bellisari said. “He's going
to :c}truduw some things here which will be

“He spoke from his heart, which was the
most important thing. He wasn't lying to us.
He wasn't trying to make anything sugar-
conted. He was very up-front with us and
very honest.

“For the most part, | think people are

first. He wants to got to know us and
he wants us all to write down what
we believe in and what we expect
and how we plan to help people out-
side the community. He wanta us to
come together na one and become a
team.

“It soemed like n good starting
point. He got everybody's attention,
Everybody understood what he
wanted. 'm pretty sure we're all
jgoing to be on one page soon.”

That, of course, is Treasel’s goal
and why he put so much effort into
the meeting, which was more like n
A0-minute oration,

*What did they say to me?”
Tressel said, repeating a question at
his pross conference. “Well, you know
whut,hrawtohotunmhnyw
can tell, I like to talk and | did all the
talking. The anly thing they said on
the way out was their name. A lot of
them eamo by and said hello and
where they were from. This wasn't
one of those two-way conversations,
We didn't have time for that
Wo just n ahort time to visit in
this direction.

“T'm sure the players are wonder-
ing if they're going o get four crodits
for the new lecture series they just

GARY HOUSTLAL

FROM THE HEART — After new Ohio
State head football coach Jim Tressel
met with his team for the first time Jan.
18, many of the Buckeye playors sur-
veyed pointed out how strong a public
speaking ability Tressel displayed.

happy. I think we're ready to start worrying
about football again and not the head
coach.”

Added defenwsive end Darrion Scott, “The
meeting went pretty good. This guy mmod
like he means business. He's a very religions
guy. He talked about how he believes in God

beégan here this afternoon.”

Hoping For Better Things

It's been o tumultuous month to
be a Buckoye to be sure. Ever since
their ombarrassing loss to South
Carolina in the Outback Bowl on
New Year's Day, and Cooper's firing
upon return to Columbus, the senti-
ment has been the following: Who can come
in and chapge the attitude of the Buckeyes?

Some players even admitted that they
lacked discipline, an obvious Tressel strong

pomt.
“For the last couple years we port of lost
that, so we need to bring it back by any
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y and get it done,” tailback

" Jonathan Wells said.

Linebacker Jason Ott also intimated that
the team was in neod of new leadership,

“It was almost like Coach Cooper dkln't
have his heart in it the past couple years
Ott waa quoted as saying in the Jan, 13.&.
tion of The Cincinnati Enquirer. “The aasis-
tants did all the coaching, and | wasn't sur-
prised when he was let go.”

Members of the team admitted having an
emotional meoting with Geiger upon finding
out that Cooper was fired. Many of them
made it clear they wanted assistant head
coach Fred Pagae to move into the job or, at
least, were in favor of a majority of assis-
tants being retained.

Gelger, of course, made no promises but

appeased the group to a point by adding

Bellisari and senior linebacker Joe Cooper to
an advisory committee that played o role in
the search.

Both seemed to take the role to heart,
attending final interviews for Tressel, Mike
Bellotti and Glen Mason.

“I was in on all three interviews and all
three men were impressive,” Joe Cooper
said. "It comes down, in the end, to what you
want to do with your program to take the
next step forward.

“I'm very proud of the decision that was
made to bring Conch Treasel in. It's the right
choice and a great choice.

“I talked to some of the players after the

e P —
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ting nnd they all seemed very excited
with the decision that was made.*

Added Bellisari, “It was nerve-racking. At
first, it was kind of exciting. I didn't know
what to think, whether 1 should leave or not,
Before it was said and done, [ was downright
nervous. )

“It was a very uncomfortable situation,
but now it's over and 1 think it all worked
oul.”

Wells was late srriving to the WHAC
Jan, 18 due to o class and did pot attend the
initinl meeting with Treasel, but he was
interested nonotheloss.

“I kind of stayed out of the whole mix,” he
soid. “I've got a lot of questions but I didn't
do any research on it I'm sure Mr. Geiger
and Mr. (Archie) Griffin did a great job and
made a good decisdon for the university,

“He seoms to be a straightforward guy, o
fir guy, » disciplinarian. That's what we
need on this tenm to got some wins going.”

. Even outgoing senior Jerry Westhrooks
came by the WHAC to got a feel for the
“wm:ugh P;al::m gmgl' tie job

-4 t ¢ was going (o get the
but from what L hear t’l\*nmllf:u jroat
coach,” he said. "As far as D-I-<double-A goes,
he's the best.”

New Era Bogins
At his press conference, Tressel offered
details of his first meeting with his new

players.

“Unselfishness is the key to anything,”
he said. “Team is the key to anything. And
we talked at good longth this afternoon
about the fact that 1 want to get to know
them and 1 want to develop n relationahip
with them and know everything about who
they are and what they want to be in all
{:luu- of their life and that we can achieve

1 every phase of life.

“And that the two most exciting duys
they have at Ohio State University will be
the day that lhay walk across and that
diploma is placed in their hand and the sec-
ond will be when they are allowed to wlip
that ring on their finger that hoas o °1"

“And if we reach our potential, il we're
unselfish, if we care about one another, if we
can build relationships at the great Ohio
State, there is nothing we ean't do.”

By nll mccounts, the message was

received.
“He talked about religion, family and
everything like that," o said, “He's

a real down-to-earth guy and I'm really
happy they chose him, | can’t wait to sit
down with him one on one.

“I think things have calmed down and
now guys ean't wait to get started. | think he
can lead this team to where we want to go.”

That, of course, in o national champi-
onahip, and Treasel wos not afraid to utter
that pim to the players.

“He's won st a different level and he's
confident,” smd Cooper, who said he's still
not sure il he'll seek another year of eligibil-
ity. “He has four national titles, and in my
opinion — I don't care what level you're on
— if you do that you're a winning conch.

“There are some conchies at our level who
haven't won. He gets the job done. I'm happy
for this team right now”

Cooper and several players also termed
Tressel “a player's coach® because of his
immediate interest in them ofl the feld,
‘Tressel vowed to get to know his players as
individuals, and so far they believe him.

*1t's hard for a coach to have o one-on-ane
relationship and he's not going to have a
great relationship with everyone, but I'm
sure he's going to try,” Bellisari said.

Added Scott, “I'm relieved and excited.
We've been waiting for n while to get a
conch, and I'm happy we've got one, He
seoma to be a good guy.”
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By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bullotin Stafl Writer

‘While the soap opera that was the Ohio
State football conching search played out,
one of the storylines that held the interest of
fans was the jockeying between Jim Treasel
and Minnesota coach Glen Mason for the
position.

Both had been assistants at Ohio State
and both understood what it might mean if
they won tho coveted spot. Some may have
had the impression that there was some
Erica Kanestyle back-stabbing going on
botwoen the two, but nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth,

In fact, the two respect and like each
other, mnd Tressel likely would haove sent
kudos Mason's way had the Gophers coach
lnnded the job,

“Hi has ndways had the highest regard
for Glen and if Glen had gotten the job
instead of him, I think he would have been
fine with that,” said Tressols wife, Ellen,
“He's nlways talked about the fict that Glen
i an outstanding conch,”

Treasel was in charge of Ohio State's
:iunrr.oﬂmch receivers and running backs

\Il'l-l'lﬂ,’ hia time o an asistant — 19&3 to

- av the devel t of

rulu.m NFL plnyom Mike Tomczak, Keith
Bynrs and Cris Carter,

Mason, too, wan part of that stafl, sorv-
ing as the offensive coordinator under Earle
Bruce,

Other up-and-comers on that stafl
included Fred Pagae, OSU's assistant head
conch under John Cooper and also a candi-
date for the job; Randy Hart, now ot the
University of Washington; and then first-
yoar mssistants Gary Blackney and Bill
Conley, Current director of football opera-
tions Bill Myles was also part of that staff,
and he could seo that there was a host of tal-
ont among the conches,

“They were all aggrossive guys, and it
took guys like Woody (Hayes) and Earle to
hold them down,” Myles said. *There were
strong leaders and sometimes it got pretty
heatod. Somotimoes it even got physical ™

The Buckeyes, as they did nearly every
year under Bruce, went 9-3 in 1984, getting
Imqy play from Byars, Tomezak, Carter

und Mike Lanese, who was one of the
heroea in the Buckeyos' 218 victory over
Michigan.

The offense was a0 machine, chuming out
points in bunches, includj'ng a thrilling 45-
38 come-from-behind win over Ilinois
behind Byars’ 274 rushing yoards. The 1984
Buckeyos scored 391 points, thanks in large
part to Tressel and Mason.

Bruce felt he had some potentiol stars
warking for him, and it came as no surprise
that the Buckeyes won the Big Ten title in
1984,

“l thought that was one of our bitter
stafls,” Bruce said. “We had o lot of young
juys on that stafl, guys who you had a feel-
ing were going to do some things. Glen and
Jim and Gary Blackney and Randy Hart,
all those guys had great minds and wero
talented coachoss

Groomed For Stardom

Tressel had the look of & savvy conch
oven a8 an assistant. Prior to his first stint
at OSU, he was an assistant at Miami
{Ohio) and Syrncuse, working with the
quarterbacks on both occasions, and put in
time ut Akron ns wall,

Bruce said ho saw qualities in Tressel
oven then that signalled he had n promising
future in football,

Originally Published: Jan. 27, 2001

1984 Staff Was Full Of B s

Now-Familiar Names

“Jim was n bright guy even then,” Bruce
#aid. *Ho had pla&rruuwm for his
dand (at Baldwin-Wallace) and he under-
stood the position. He worked a lot with
Tomezak and helped Karsatos moke the
transition to starter in 1986,

“We had a young man named Cris
Carter come to our in 1984, and
Jim was in charge of most of the alkill posi-
tion guys. Cris had great talent, but Jim

helped him through some of the Fuwtn;
freshmen have and really helped got
im going"

Karsatos, who amassed 2,311 yards and
tossed 19 touchdowns to just eight intercep-

tiona as o startor for Treasel in 1985, said it -

was more the preparation aspect rather
than anythm; physical that he credita
Tressel wil

*He mn.lly helped megumdynwnutﬂy
more than anything else,” he said. “I was
behind Tomczak and know I had to be pro-
pn.md to play if anything happened to him.

When you're used Lo a starter it's hard
1o go in ns a backup, but Jim taught me a lot
of things about the position, some subtle
nuances that kept me from maybe gotting
down about not playing”

' Former OSU All-American lineman Jim
Lachoy was coached by Mason, but he saw
firsthand the work that Tressel did getting
his players ready.

Lachoy know Tressel was o stickler for
getting guys to reach their potential, and
that's one of the reasons he's excited about
Troasel's hiring as head coach.

“I think the mark of a good conch i
putting athlotes in o position where they
can excol, and certainly you don't nsk n guy
to do something he can't do,” Lachoy said. *1
think thats part of the ovaluation process
and that's what he'll do.”

Myles was one of the veterans on the
stafl, and he kept n close watch on Treasel
and how he worked his charges.

“He was young and smbitious, he want-
od to learn about football,” Myles said. “He
liled to talk football. He was a neat droaser.
And ho was a very regimented person. His
life wos vory regimented where ho did cor-
tain things ot certain timos.”

A Common Throad

Now that Tressel is boginning the ardu-
ous settling in process, there's time to rumi-
nate about the merits of the selection,

It seems ironic that all of the formal can-
didates for the job — Trossel, Mason, Pagae
and ex-OSU linebacker Chris Spielman —
were connected in some way to that 1984
team, but that may be mere coincidence,

.‘]lnulnmn, for instance, had openly pur-
suod the job to fulfill a lifelong dream of
being the OSU coach,

"My thoughts were that I was glad it was
done, | guess, becauso it's boen o little dilfi-
cult the past few weeks becauso you'd hear
different things every day,” said Spielman,
who interviewed for the job. *Things like
you're in it, you're out of it, you're in it,
you're out of it. It's n constant roller conster
ride.

“But I think they made a great choice,
and 1 don't think they could have gone
wrong when you're talking about Glon
Mason and Jim Troasel. Those guys are two
Illll:kl":rl.ls and they understand the tradi-
tion.”

Spielman ht the ition dospit
having no formal r.mchmu experience,

“I thought 1 addressed that in a suffi-
cient manner (by tolling them about) the
people | was intending on hiring,” Spielman
said. “Unfortunately, though, 1 think that
was an issue and one they felt was o riak,

mlmhlymmuﬁnwlmuwiruﬁ-

“I thought that I could present a case to
them that this is what I ean bring to the
table and there are other strengtha that 1
think will overcome the experience issue if
I'm soloctod na head coach. The experience
really would have been there through the
assistants 1 would have hired.”

There were rumors, in fact, that
Spielman would enlist recently rotired
Virginia head coach Goorge Welsh to be an
overseer.

Spielman aaid there wero personal roa.
sona he didn't take an assistant coaching job
when offered by Cooper a year ago. He said
he might be open to such an offer from
Trossel

“That's somothing I would have to think
about,” ho said. *If T ever want the opportu-
nity to coach as the head coach at Ohio
State, apparently what 1 can offer now ia
not enough and the experience is a factor.
However, 1 do not want to be a hindrance to
him or put him in a bad situntion. That’s
:?molhln(dml I wouldn't want to be a part

Muwon got to the final interview stage for
the OSU job, only to see it go to Treasel later

- STEVE HULWAGLN
STACKED STAFF — Before this past season's Ohio State-Minnesota
football game at Ohio Stadium, Golden Gophers conch Glen Mason
took time out to chat with Ken Fritz, one of his former players while
he was an assistant at OSU. In 1984, Mason and a host of other nota-
bles — including Jim Tressel — assisted OSU head coach Earle Bruce.

‘His Time And Place’

Mylea sooma to bo behind the choice, not-
ing that a changing of the guard is often
tough but sometimes necossary.

"It's a good decision,” he said. “They all
brought different things to the table, but
this is the man, It's his time and place.”

Bruce wos quoted as being bohind
Mason immediately after the decision was
made, but he stated that wulmumlput
Trossel than it was an outpouring of emo-
tion for Mason,

In fact, Bruce went out of his way to
praise Trossel for the time he spent on the
OSU stafl'in the early 19808,

“Oh, there's a lot to like about him,” the
ox-conch said, “He's honest — very honest,
He's coring, he makes players feel like
they're i part of his life. There aren't o lot of
coaches who truly, truly care about their
players, but [ know this — fow people will
put more of themselves into a program than
Jim Tresasel will. He loves football, he loves
mndummdhulwuhnlpmg)w:gmm
become great pooplo.”

An impressive speaker and motivator,
Treasel now has the unenviable task of
bringing Ohio State football back to its lofty
pmth atop the Big Ten,

tho same day.

“This guy is done looking for jobs” the
60-year-ld Mason told reporters in
Minneapolis.

The OSU alum will at least have a

consolntion prize: He will continue to
make $1 million a your as the
coach.

“Was 1 disappointed? Yes, who wouldn't
bo? Who likes to be rejected”™ Mason said.
“But when that alarm went off this mom-
ing, T was fired-up again, Why? "Becauso 1
wis driving to n job I love.”

tos bolieves that the detail-orient
od Treasel will make sure things don't spiral
out of control the way they did in the final
two seasons of the John Cooper era.

“He really related well to all of us®
Karsatos said, “Whether or not that style
will work now will be interesting to watch.
But he really understood what it took to got
tho best out of you. He could take two totally
different guys and get both of them to reach
their potentinl because he understood people
80 well, I think it's a great choice personally,
and I think people will seo how much atten-
tion Jim pays to the little things.”
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Tressel Has Coaching -

In His Ohio Bloodlines

By DARRELL DAWSON
Huckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The third week of December 1986 was o
good one for Jim Paul 'l‘mnul. a 33-year-old
(Jhw Stm nasistant conch.

llmﬂmm Young

in thu Citrus ml udr.uyu quarters
backs/receivers mar]mut the news that Mike
Laneso, one of his wideouts, had been named
a Rhodes Scholar, At the time, Lanese was
just the fowrth OSU student to receive the

nnd certainly the first football player,

Trossel wis proud.

“He's an achiever,” Treasel said after the
news reached him. “Some people said he did-
n'lhnwllwapudwnu to be a flanker, but
he the job done.”

than o week later, on Dec. 21,
Tressel was named the head conch at
Youngstown State, where he would go on to
find enormous succds in his own right.

“It was hard (to leave) because it was
tromendous being there,” Treasel told The
Columbus Citizen-Journal the day he was
hired at YSU. “1 enjoyed overy minute of it,
For a young man who grew up in Ohio, to get
the opportunity to conch at Ohio State is the
epitome.

“No other place in the country could be
better.”

And just ns the Citizen~Journal proclaimed
on its final front page at the end of that month,
Trease] said, “Goodbye, Columbus.”

But unlike the populir morming newspa-
per, Treasel would be back — this time os
Ohio State's head football conch.

Cutting His Teoth

Was there any question Treasel wmlgmng
to be n football conch when he grew up?
Living under the same roof as the legendary
Lee ‘Tressel, his father, he seemed predis-
posed to that,

A lifelong Ohioan, Tressel grew up in
Berea, played quarterback at Berea High
Schoal and lrndunmd in 1971,

Logically, pe , Treasel then stayed in
Berea and plnywd his father at Baldwin-
Wallace College. Earning all-conference hon-
ors his senior year, Tressel was ot least o
w of his futher's success: Lee Trossel

up a 164-63-6 record in 23 years with
the Yellow Jackets,

“I've been blessed with a great back-
ground,” Jim Treasel said. “1 got to watch a
coach every day. Back in the old days (at) the
small colleges, house wns on campus
and our house happened to be next to the
tl.nd.ium, 1 got to wateh my dad's trado every

After college, it didn't take long for
Treasel to land on his feet a8 a conch. He
joined Jim Dennison's stafl’ at Akron in 1976,
mentoring the running backs and, later, the
spocinl teams.

Alwnys one to continue his education,
Tressel earned his master's degree at Akron
while he was conching there.

Tressels time wl.lh the Zips was followed
by two years as tho ivers
conch at Minmi (Ohio) (1979-80) and two
more ns the quarterbacks conch at Syracuse
(1981-82),

“I waa with Coach (Dick) MacPherson for
two years and he bult that Syracuse pro-
gram from scratch,” Tressel said. “His work
othic was tremendous and I learned o lot
from his ability to work with the kids."

Current Pittsburgh conch Walt Harris®
time nn the Ohio State quarterbacks conch in
the mid-'90s may be more well thought of in
easunl OSU circles, but Tressel’s first go-
round in Columbus was just as successful.

Hired to handle conch Earle Brucels QBa
and wide receivers on Jan. 7, 1989 (and tak-
ing over the backfield in '84), the three teams
Trossel was n part of went to the Fiesta, Rose
and Citrus bowls,

He also sent o number of his playors to
the NFL, mcludmg uarterbacks Jim
Karsatos, Mike u.i and Tom Tupa,
wide recciver Cris Carter and running back
Keith Byars.

After the press conforence that intro-
duced him ns OSUs head coach Jan. 18,
Tressel expreased fond memories of Bruce
und his first stint with the Buckeyes,

“They had had a lot of exciting things
happening (hhmhe waws hired at OSU) and
they expected those things to continue,”,
Treasel said. *I learned a lot. I learned about
what Coach Bruce expected of us in recruit-
ing and in creating relationships with our
players off the field.

“The number one thing [ would say about
Earle Bruce is his honesty. There is not one
dishonest bone in Earle Bruce's body.”

Four National Titles

Before Treasel turned some Buckeyo
skeptics into believers with his fiery intro-
ductory press confierence, some of those same
funs would have liked to have seen n bigger
name like Mike Bellotti or Jon Gruden walk
the OSU gidelines in 2001.

You already know that OSU men's bas-
kotball conch Jim O'Brien wam't the first
choice to take over for Randy Ayers. But how
about this: On Dee. 7, 1985, n couple of weeks
before Treasel was hired at YSU, a big, albeit
tainted, name was considering the post,

That conch, Gerry [*‘nun. Inte of Notre
Dame, took the job at Akron Dee. 18, elearing
the way for Tressel's hiring. One of the rea-
sons Faust went to Alron (still Division 1-AA
at the time) over Youngstown State was that
the Rubber Bowl held 35,000 people, while
YSU's Stambaugh Stadium seated 16,500,

Faust went on to do a nice job with the
Zips, but it palés in comparison to what
Tressel did with the Penguins,

Tuking over for Bill Narduzzi, whose con-
tract wasn't renewed, Treasel led YSU ton 2-
9 rocord in 19686, The next season, though,
the Penguina went 84 and made the first of
their 10 tripa to the I-AA playoffs under
Treasel.

Two more postscason appearnnces fol-
lowed (including an 11-1 mark in "90) before
the Penguins finally broke through and won
the national championship in 1991,

The ability to win close gnmes was anoth-
er concern put forth by Buckeyo fans.

Well, in the run to that first title, the
ngu.tm beat Villanova by one point, top-
ranked Nevada by two, Terry Bowden's
Samford squad in a 10-0 shutout and finally
Marshall in the championship game in a rel-
otive blowout, 25-17.

But the Penguing' fortitude wis still test-
ed in that game, as they scored 19 points in
the fourth quarter to overcome a 17-6 deficit.

The win made the Tressels the only
father-son duo to win national titles: Lee's B-
W squad wan the 1978 Division L trophy.

“T'm awfully proud, but I have a long way
to go to be ns good ns my dud,” said Tressel
following that game. “It's special, but it’s sec-
ondary to how proud | am of our players, who
fought through tough times all season. We

just believed in each other.”

Other national titles followed:

. InW;ﬂloMnmlbeatMuﬂmﬂ 176
to win the title aguin,

* In 04, ‘I'SUhndpeoplem]hngcbrnmtr
after a 28-14 win over Boise State capped
14-0-1 eampaign;

AN HOUSTLAL

THREE OF FOUR — After Youngstown State won the third of its
four Division I-AA national championships under Jim Tressel
(back), the coach and three of his players posed and showed off
their hardware. Title No. 4 would come in 1997,

* And, finally, McNeese State tasted the
Penguing’ wrath in 1997, when they made
Tressel the only coach to earn four Divigion I-
AA rings, after a narrow 10-9 win,

How about same of the Buckeye fans’ con-
cerns about what the offense is going to be
like under Treasel? You've heard him talk
already nbout how he wsed four different
ﬁ.ln.ﬂ&diﬂ*.l to get the four championships.

is nhtlily to adapt to different ployers

But ’l'\'uuel also haa o bag of tricka. It's
nice to know he'll dig his hand into it in a

inch, such ns late in that game agninst
TcNeose State.

Down 9-3 on field goals and facing o
third-and-goal situation from the 9, here's
how Tressel solved the puzzloe in front of hin:
Receiver Renauld Ray was lined up on one
wide, while fellow receiver Mark Cox went in
motion toward Ray's side.

When Cox got right behind Ray, quarter-
back Demond Tidwell took the snap. At that
point the McNeese mafety and cormerback
ungnd to that side were both perplexed

Endﬁ'mfmnmd,llwnmnltum
J0X.

Ray wns wide open, caught the touch-
down pass and, though there was still eight
minutes to play, the game was basically over.

“The ball seemed like it was in the air for-
ever,” Ray said. “All T had to do was cateh it”

Sure, there have been low spots for
Tressel. But for overy 2-8 or 3-8 season (a5 in
'86 and 95, ) there are the two
American Football Conches Associntion
coach of the yesr awoards (91, "94) that
Treasel can look at when he's sad.

And for every fiold goal as time oxpires by
n backup kicker that deprives Trossel of o
title (which is how Marshall knocked off the
Penguins to claim the the 1992 title), there
are the sweeter duunpmnnhap memories he
can tell his grandkids abou

But mostly there are Ihn moments frozen
in tume, like the one Ray recalled after beat-
ing McNeese State.

Buckaye fans are hoping for more of those
out of Tressel, this time u littlo south and
wost of Youngstown.

Here h.m&nmamwmummsmmmnmmm
Tressel. Included for each year are overall and conference records, and playotf

results,

Year  School Overall Conference Division -AA Playoffs
1986  Youngstown State 200 25 (Oblo Villey) Did Not Quality
1987 Youngstown State 840 51 (OVC) Playoll Qualifier
1988  Youngstown State 470 Independent Didd Not Qualify
1989  Youngstown State 940 Independent Playolf Qualifier
1990 Youngstown State 1110 Inde pendent Playolf Qualifier
1991  Youngstown State 1230 Inde pendent National Champlons
1992  Youngstown State 1131 Independaent National Runnersup
1993  Youngstown State 1320 Independent Natlonal Champlons
1964  Youngstown State 1401 Independent Natlonal Champlons
1995 Youngstown State 380 Independent Did Not Quality
1996  Youngstown State 830 Independent Did Not Qualify
1997  Youngstown State 1320 4.2 (Goteway) National Champions
1008  Youngstown State 650 33 (Gatewny)  Did Not Qualify
1999  Youngstown State 1230 51 (Gateway)  Notional Runnefs-up
2000 Youngstown State 930 4-2 (Goteway) Playoll Qualifier

Trossel Conforonce Record: 23-14 (.622)
Tressel Playof! Record: 23-6 (.793)

Backs).

Tressal Overall Record (15 years): 136-67-2 (.701)

Note: Tressel also made four stops a8 on assistant coach — Akron (197578, Running
Backs/Special Teams); Miami of Ohio (197980, Quarterbacks/Wide Recelvers); Syracuse .
(198182, Quarterbacks); and Ohlo State (198385, Wide Recelvers/Quartarbacks/Running
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Continued From Page 1

“The most exciting thing to me is that
wo can have that impact of excellence
done the right way, that will resound
nround the world and hopefully young
people anll over this state, certainly, and all
over this country and this world will look
nt the way our young people do it and the
way our coaches do it and the way our fiace
ulty do it and theyll want to do it just that
way.

“That’s what lendership is all about.
Leadership is service, Leadership is mak
ing sure that excellence in everything we
doon ond off the field, in the classroom, in
the community, in our homes, excellence
in what's expected ®

Geiger said he, Kirwan and the com-
mittee were Laken by the similar woy
Treasel presented himself and his vision.

“I think he articulated his case well
today,” Geiger said after the press confer-
ence, “We heard the same things plus
maore in the two interview seagions we had
with him.”

In addition to Bellotti, Mason and
Treasel, OSU pesistant head conch Fred
Poagoe and former OSU standout Chris
Spielman also received interviews during
the early portion of the search process.

But around Columbus, Geiger and
OSU took criticism for the length of the
sonrch, After high-profile candidates like
Oklahoma's  Bob  Stoops, Stanford's
Tyrone Willingham, Pittaburgh's Walt
Harris and even Oakland Raiders coach
Jon Gruden had their names bandied
about, some believed the final pool lacked
pizzaze.

“From my standpoint, T believe the
process has been exemplary,” Kirwan
aaid. “It has been thorough, timely and
diligent. We left no stone unturned in
finding the right coach to meet our high
expectations and we have done so within
two woeeks.”

Goals

Cooper wis fired after an embarrassing
24-T loas to South Caroling in the Outback
Bowl Jan. 1. That defeat capped an 8B4
season as well as 0 month rife with tur-
moil within the program.

OSUs academic shortcomings were
outlined, including new graduation rate
[igmwulatu;todmprwnulz&wn
cent for the entry years of 1990-93. That
figure ranked OSU dead last in the Big
Ten, some 13 percent behind the next
school

In the final analysis, academic achiove-
ment of his players may be what set
Tressel apart from Mason.

In data published by the NCAA for the
entry years of 198992, Treasel's YSU pro-
gram had a listed graduation rate of 57
porcent — some 26 percent ahead of the
rate of all YSU students who éntered those
saume years. Meanwhile, Mason, then ot
Kansas, graduated only 36 percent of his
players (compared to 55 percent of all KU
students) during the same time frame.
(OSUs graduntion rate for tho football
program at that time was 35 percent,)

Troaselns YSU program also had an
amnzing 67 players earn a 3.0 grade-point
average or higher over the past two years,

Building a family — cspecinlly a fomily
that goes to class and achieves outside the
lines — was one of Geiger's goals with thia
hiring.

“If we can build a program that puts

Originally Published: Jan. 27, 2001

‘Exemplary’ Process Ended With Tressel On Top

team ahead of self, then achieving goals
that we have not been achieving will be
casier,” Geiger said, “I'm not saying that
the Michigan gamo will ever bo easy.

“But its about service and giving to
cach other and some really fundamental
values that are important.”

Gelger dismissed the notion that “great
athletes” will not want to play for such a
demonding coach.

“I think that will be part of the core of
who we are and what we'll stand for,” he
said. “If you want to be a part of this, this
i how we'll play.”

Making The Jump

Mason's supporters pointed to his 16
yoars as o Division kA head coach
botween stints at Kent, Kansas and
Minnesota.

Treasel, who played quarterback for his
fnther, Loe, at tiny Baldwin Wallace in his
Imutwnofﬂmu Ohio, has Division I-A
experience a8 an nssistant at Akron,
Miami (Ohio), Syracuse and three seasons
as the backfield coach at OSU (1983-95),

Geiger bristled at the notion that
Treasel won't be able to handle a major col-
loge program. .
“In 1-AA, we noticed in watching tapes
that tho field is 100 yards plus two 10-yard
end zones and the same width,” Geiger
said. “The ball has pointa on each end.
Eloven guys play on both sidea of the line
of scrimmuge. The X' and O'% are very
sophisticated, as they are ot this level,
Some of the guys may be a little bit bigger
and a little bit faster at this level, but
Coach Troasel han coached at The Ohio
State University and Syracuse University.

“He has boen in this big stadium and
other big stadia around the country. He
has competed in the highest Jevel within
his division and we think, much as Coach
(Woody) Hayes played at Denison and
conched ot Minmi and came here, that
Coach Troasel can mako the same sort of
transition, really, without missing much of
n step.”

Geiger admitted that he was looking

for an *effective program manager,” much
as he did nearly four years ago when he
hired Jim O'Brien as the men's baskethall
conch, instead of o renowned football guru.

“You measure the man, not the level
necessarily,” Geiger aaid. “I don't think the
pame is that much different in concept.
His total program ot Youngstown State is
very impressive and exactly the kind of
thing we want applied here”

It fsn't as if Tressel's resume is not
impressive. His Penguing teams won
Division [-AA playoll’ championships in
1991, '93, 04 and ‘97 and reached the title
game two other times, His teams have
made 10 postscason appenrances and
posted o 16-year mark off 136-67-2 (701).

“l don't have any questions about
whether ho can coach the game or pot,”
Geiger suid. “He won four national cham-
pionships with four different quarterbacks,

“When he had an option-type quarter
back, they ran the option. When he had o
dropback quarterback, they dropped back.
When they had quick receivers, they
spread the field.”

Tressel borrowed from Hayea' favorite
motto, “You win with people,” to anawer
that same question,

“I happen to think that any group
activity is about people,” he said. “Our peo-
ple at Youngstown State reached their

potential quite often bocause of their abil- -
«ity to develop those relationships. They

believed in what had to be done to reach
excellence.

“lI haven't found the people at the
Divigion [ level any different. When | was

“at Syracuse and Ohio State, there were

guys who learned more quickly than oth-
orw, just like we have at I-AA. So 1 really
think it all about people, It's all about
developing a team.

“T have every confidence that if we're
able to create the unselfishness and the
team concept at Ohio State, that simply
the talent that this university attracts —
not us wonderful recruiters — but this
institution attracts such talent, if we'ro
able to build a team then the transition

KEVIN OYE
WELCOME ABOARD — Ohio State President Willinm “Brit”
Kirwan (right) offers his opening remarks during the Jan, 18 press
conference that introduced Jim Tressel (left) as the 22nd head foot-
ball coach in Ohio State history.

will be one we can make.”

Troasel, whose YSU team finished 93
after a first-round playofl’ loas this past
season, knows his championship success
also was a big feather in his cop.

“I do know this — had we not won
those championships I wouldn't be here,”
he said. “That's reality. How we won them,
1 think, is somewhat of o subject, The fact
we wore successful and that our young
people have grown was a big reason,”

Geiger, certainly looking at YSU's 23-6
playoff record under "Tressel, was probably
intent on finding a coach who could lead
08U to late-season success. Cooper was o
combined 6-18-1 against Michigan and in
bowl games, including 2-10-1 against UM.

“The program will have steady
improvement,” Geiger said. “His pointa
about getting better each week and build-
ing each week are important to me.”

- Aware Of Where He Is

Treasel becomes just OSUs fourth hmd
conch wince 1951, following Hayes,
Treascls former boss Earle Bruce and

Cooper,

“As | git here and think about the fact
that [ will be following men like that, its
l'onlly humbling, but it's so exciting,” he
waid

J\ll.hcll.u:h Tressel never p]uwd for the
Buckeyes, both growing up in Ohio and his
thres-year stint working for Bruce gave
him a primer of what OSU football is all
about.

“l grew up in Berea, Ohio," he said.
“When I was small, all [ cared about was
what was Rex Kern doing. Rex Kern woa
on the cover of The (Cleveland) Plain
Dealer: He was holding his MVP ball and
his Bible,

“I suid, ‘Maybe 1 better start reading
the Bible because if Rex Kern veads the
Bible, then I should, too.” That's the way |
felt about Ohio State and Woody Hayes
and Rex Kern.

“Why Ohio State? Because il you're
from Berea, Ohio, that's the ultimate.”

A lot has changed, ho noted, from his
stint at OSU. For instance, the Buckeyes
now practice in the Woody Hayes Athletic
Center, which was completed shortly after
Treasol left for YSU, )

“I was here 16 years ago and the differ-
ence between the ficilities today and 15
years ago was extroordinary,” he said.
“But everywhere you went you saw three
words, You saw those words of tradition,
You saw those words of people. You saw
those words of excellence.

“And a8 1 stand before you today, I
understand the responsibility I have to
contribute to upholding the great tradition
and building pew traditions at Ohio State.
I understand the responsibility and
accountability that I have for the people
that I have o chance to be with, whether it
be the folks of the media, or the folks of the
city of Columbus, or our student-athletes,
or students on enmpus, or faculty or stafl
or managers or troiners or secretaries or
nssistant conches, My responsibility is to
those people. And certainly to the people of
the great state of Ohio.”

Trogsel wos asked how he intended to
put hia stamp on OSU football. He aaid
that was not really his mission.

“Ohio State football is bigger than any
one of us,” he said. “Ohio Stute football
isn't just Woody, It isn't just Paul Brown or
Archio (Griffin),

“We're all part of it. I'm just excited to
be part of Ohio State foothall.”
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Process Of Constructing 2001 Team Begins

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeye Hports Bulletin Editor

Speaking just minutes after Ohio
State was Oattened by South Caroling
24-7 in the Outback Bowl, OSU running
back Jonathan Wells was, well, flabber-
gosted when asked where the program
would go from that point.

“A new genson,” Wells soid a8 he
headed for the bus and the off-scason,
“That's about it. That's all we can look
forward to, We can't get nnything out of
thig game, just & new senson,”

A day later, the Buckeyes lost their
coach, John Cooper, who was fired after
13 years on the sideline. An exhaustive
two-week search ended Jan. 17 as word
was leaked that OSU had found its new
conch in Youngstown State's Jim
Trossel.

On paper, the Buckeyes figure to
have 10 starters back from their 8-4
team in 2000, That figure does not
include punter B.J, Sonder, who also
returns, or linebacker Joe Cooper, who
awaits word on whether an appeal-for
an extra year of eligibility will be
approved. .

In nddressing the medin for the first
time ns the OSU conch, Tressel said he
will try to build a family atmosphere
within the program. Behind the scenes,
though, the new coach admitted that he
will be scrambling to learn as much as
he can about his new team.

“It will be a threofold process”
Tressel said, “One will be the time we
con find to watch film. Two will be the
time we can carve out to watch them in
the conditioning program. And three
will be the time we have to learn more
about who they are, what they're inter-
ested in and what they're willing to sac-
rifico, and do they understond what it
takes to meet somo of those aspira-
tions.”

Tresgel said it is premature to discuss
what type of offense or defenso — he
favored the6-2 in recent years at YSU,
while OSU has worked from a 4-3 base
— the Buckeyes will utilize, capecially
since he still needs to complete his stafl.

“You know this about the Big Ten
and you know this nbout Ohio State: It's
going to bo physical football,® he said, *1
think if you've watched champions very
close in the NFL or college football or
the great high school teams, you'll see
tho toams who play great defense —
like the two we're going to see in the
Super Bowl — and teams that have a
tremendous beliel in special teams.

“Toams that also know how to utilize
the talents of their offensive players are
the tesms that win. That is so important.”

Treasel said he has employed diffor-

Opponent

8  AKRON .
16 SAN DIEGO STATE
22 ot UCLA*

at Indiana
NORTHWESTERN*
WISCONSIN®

27 ot Penn State

3 at Minnesota*
PURDUE*

ILLINOIS

E%

5
333343333341

Retumning Starters

« Otfense (5): QB Steve Bellisarl, FB
Jomar Martiln, LT Adrden Clarke, C
LeChartes Bentley, TE Damell Sandors,

« Deofense (5): DT Mike Colline, WLB
Courtland Bullard, MLB Matt Wilheim, 8§
Mike Doss, FS Donnle Nickey.

* Kickors (1): P 8.), Sander.

ent offensive nttacks with success dur-
ing his tenure nt YSU, where he won
four Division [-AA national titles in 156
years,

“We had the good fortune to take five
quarterbacks to the national champi-
onahip game and they were all differ-
ent,” he said. *And we ran some basic
things — if you can’t run ofl-tackle you
can't play this game. But we ran lots of
different things based on what those
five quarterbacks could do.

“We won't aak a young man to come
into Ohio State and fit into our system,
We will select the beat kids to come to
Ohio State who have everything in
place, on and off the field, and then we'll
build our systom around them on
offonse.”

Treasel will have two-plus months to
assemble o stafl and prepore for spring
practice during the month of April.

“Spring practico will be huge,”
Treasel said. “What we need to do before
apring practice is really get to know
these players and we've got to do o great
job of studying the video that is avail-
able of our opponents and ourselves,

“We need to share ideas and have
that stafl put togother based on what
they see, from a talent standpoint, the
things we need to be doing.

“Then in the spring, we only have 15
daya to implement it and find out if
some of the things we saw are aceurate,
Maybe we'll say, “This guy would be
really good at this or that,’ and then see
if that comes true,

“Spring practice will be more impor-
tont for a program like ours than it
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2001: A FOOTBALL DDYSSEY — New Ohio State football conch Jim
Tressel will face a tough schedule in his first year leading the
Buckeyes, but first he will have to evaluate the talent John Cooper
left behind, including tailback Jonathan Wells.

would be for a program that is going to
continue to run the same system,”

Quarterback Steve Bellisari senses o
positive foeling for the Buckeyes headed
toward 2001,

“I'm very excited about this year,” he
said. “I think we've got a great nucleus
of players coming back that are ready
for the cause, just like (Coach Treasel)
wan talking about.

“We have a lot of guys who are going
to sell out.”

Bellisari, a co-captain and second-

year starter this past season, is inter-
vated in knowing which youngsters —
08U will have 33 true and redshirt
freshmen in camp this spring — arc
ready to step up.
. ro aro some nrens of concern,
but I really won't know about that until
we el into the spring and sce how some
of the young guys react from being the
fuy or being the mon at their spot,” he
said,

“Some will step up to the plate and
be fine and some won't. We won't know
anything until we start spring ball *

What About Quarterback?
There has been speculation that

Bellisari will give up the quarterback
spot and move, perhaps, to his former
home in the defonsive secondary for his
Senior year.

However, it secema likely he will try
to impresa Treasel and the new staff by
staying at quarterback this spring. He
ig coming off a junior year where he
increased his completion percentage
from 45,1 percent to 52.6 and he threw
for 2,319 yards. But his interceptions
(13) equaled his touchdown tossea,

“I think 1 got into a mode where 1
tried to do everything they said instead
of just playing football,” Bellisari said.
“That's where I got into trouble. They
would say, You have to do this, this and
this.'

“But sometimes you can't do every-
thing they want. You have to make
plays happen. That was my biggest mis-
tuke all year long.”

Reportera quizzed Tressel for hin
knowledge of the quarterback situation
ot OSU, where sophomores-to-be Craig
Krenzel and Scott McMullen and red-
shirt freshman Rick MeFadden are
waiting in the wings.

“The quarterback position is so cru-
cinl,” Treasel said. “When you say you
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IT'S TRESSEL: THE SEASON AHEAD

build your offense around what your talents are, real.
Iy you're saying you build your offense around the tal-
entas of your quarterback.

s the quarterback situation here? I don't know, 1
had the great fortune of meeting Steve Bellisari during
the interview search process nnd he seems like o young
man who wanta to excel *

Troasol said he had not seen any game film of Ohio
State, but he is confident in his ability to develop quarter-
backs,

“I foel strongly about my competence in that area,” said
Treasel, who served as OSU's quarterbacks and receivers
coach from 1983-85. “1 had the great fortune of working
with Mike Tomezak here and Jim Karsatos and Tom
Tupa. 1 think we've had extraordinary success with our
quarterbacks at Youngstown State.

“1 just want to observe every one of our personnel no
matter what role they happen to play and observe every
one of our players then make decisions, To make decisions
prior to that would be unfair.”

The Rest Of The Offense

Bellisari would be one of five returning starters on the
offense. Also due back are left tackle Adrien Clarke, cen-
ter LeCharles Beotley, tight end Darnell Sanders and full-
back Jumar Murtin,

All four of those players have the potentinl to be nmong
the best in the Big Ten ot their respective positions, espe-
cially the rangy Sanders, who had five touchdown grabs
among his 23 catchos,

Wells (6-1, 230), who had 598 yards and a team-high
six touchdowns as a junior, and sophomore-to-be Sam
Maldonado (6-0, 230) will be the only scholarship tail-
backs in eamp this spring.

“Jon and 1 are excited that we're going to be here next
season nnd we want to do the right thing and make it hap-
pen,” said Maldonado, who was limited to just 22 carrics
and 50 yards in his first season. “I can't wait until spring.

“Ihis year was tough. When [ came in 1 really didn't do
that much because my knee was bothering me, But |
worked hard, 1 tried to do what 1 had to do, [ got into & eou-
ple gnmes. 1 didn’t know much about the offense, but T wos
gotting used to it more ot the end of the year, It was just
an exparience year, basically.”

Likewise, OSU will be starting from serateh ot wide
receiver aftor the departure of starters Ken-Yon Rambo
und Rege Germuny, The key numes here appear to bo
sophomores-to-be Ricky Bryant, Drew Carter énd
Michaol Jonking, redshirt freshman John Hollins and
Junior college lm.nnﬁ.'r Chiris Vance,

“I think Ricky Bryant and Drew Carter will be two of
my main targels next year, and 1 think theyll be ready,”
Bellisari said. “I have total confidence in them and they
nre both good football players.”

But the affense will go nowhere unless o fow good men
can be found up front, Leading candidates there will bo
sophomaores-to-be Bryee Bishop and Alex Stepanovich at
guard and sophomore-to-be Shane Olivea at tackle.

Tyson Walter, a formor three-year starter ot tackle,
also is bidding to return after missing last season due to n
mysterious infection in his hip,

Defense, Special Teams

Senior-to-be Mike Colling, ot tackle, will be the only
returning startor on the defensive line after his interior
line partner, Ryan Pickett, left a year early for the NFL
ond end starters Rodney Bailey and Brent Johnson
oxhausted their eligibility.

Senior-to-be Heath Queen and sophomore-to-be Tim
Anderson are the only experienced players in line to
replace Pickett, Junior-to-be Kenny Peterson and sopho-
mores-to-be Darrion Scott and Will Smith figure to get the
first call nt the end spots.

If Joo Cooper can win his appeal bid, he would bring
experience — not to mention heart — to the linebacking
corps. He was second on the team in tackles (80) from one
outside spot.

Junior-to-be Matt Wilhelm (66 tackles, 15 for losses)
enjoyed n big first year as a starter at middle linebacker
after incumbent starter Jason Ott went down with o pre-
season injury, Senior-to-be Courtland Bullard also had his
moments when used as o rush linebacker outside.

In the secondary, juniors-to-be Mike Dosa (team-high
94 tackles) nnd Donnie Nickey return at the safety spots.
But the cornerback positions are wide open after David
Mitchell exhausted his eligibility and Nate Clements left
for the NFL o year early.

Luckily, OSU is well-stocked in the secondary, Some of
the key CB candidntes who will be on the spot this spring

include juniors-to-be Derck Ross and Curtis Croshy,
sophomores-to-bo Bobby Britton and Richard McNutt and
redshirt freahman Brandon “Bam” Childress,

Kicker Dan Stultz wrapped up his OSU career ns the
wchool's carcer field goals leader. Ho will be replaced by
either Sander or redshirt freshman Josh Huston. Sander,
who averaged 419 yarda per punt in splitting that role
with Stultz, has an Ohio-record 60-yard field goal to his
crodit from his high school days.

The Schedule
Reporters joked with Treasel that he must not have
soen OSU's ZDOIIcl'uxlulab«fm ho agroed to take the job,
The Buckeyes will open with Akron and San Diego
State at homo before venturing to UCLA Sept. 22. Then,
in Big Ten play, lowlights Michigan State and lowa rotate
off the schedule and Indiana and Big Ten co-champion

1.800.KEY2YOU®
Banking * Investmoents * Insurance Key.com™
‘ Securities ar offered through McDonald Invostrments Inc., A KiyCorp Company and membor NASD/NYSE/SIPC
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Northwestern cycle on.

None of OSUs four Big Tem home games —
Northwestern, Wisconsin, Purdue and Ilinois — figures
to be o sure win,

Plus, in addition to Indiana, the Buckeyes will make
Big Ten vigita to Penn State, nlways o tough environment,
Minnesota, where spurned Glen Mason and his Golden
Gophers will await; and Michigan, where, it almost goos
without saying, OSU was 0-6 under Cooper,

Tressel said he never gave the tough alate considera-
tion ns he jumped ot the OSU job offer.

“That wasn't going to be an issue nbout the schedule,”
Troasel snid. “This job is about the challenge and the
potential, You can't come to Ohio State and not expect to
be challenged tremendously,

“But now that you mention it, it does look like a tough
one.”

. ~- ;l'j-
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At Key, you point us to your goal. Then
we geét you there with teamwork = and
money management that's fast, friendly,
and responsive. Nice game plan.
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OS5U's first win over a defending
champion was a 64-36 rout of Utah in
Columbus on Dee. 18, 1944, Prior to
that, OSU was swept by Indiana in
1941 and Wisconsin in 1942, The
Buckeyes also were swept by the
Hoosiers in 1964, *77 and "88, one year
after TU claimed a national title,

OSU has had three encounters with
mighty UCLA teams the year after the
Bruins were crowned and lost all three
— at UCLA in December of 1965 and
*71 and at home on Dee. 6, 1968, when

Lew Alcindor led the top-ranked Bruins
to an 84-73 win over OSU in St. John
Arenn,

1t could be argued that OSU's most
glorious win and most crushing defeat
came in such games, The Buckeyes
claimed their only national title by
downing the defending champion Cal
Boars in San Francisco's Cow Palace
on March 19, 1960. Two years later,
Jerry Lucaw, John Havlicek and com-
pany ended their magnificent run with
n second straight loss to rival
Cincinnati in the title game. OSU's 71-
59 loss to the Bearcata came on March
24, 1962, in Louisville, Ky.

Miscellanoous Notes

* OSU linebacker Joe Cooper, who
was part of the advisory committea
that interviewed the coaching candi-
dates, shared a word for his former
conch, John Cooper, after Tressel's
introductory press conference,

“I wish him nothing but the best,”
Joe Coaper said, “I hope he is happy at
whatever he doos,

“I have talked to him. He is in good
heart right now. He sounds very well,
I'll miga the guy.”

¢ 085U wide receiver Reggio
Germany never caught nine passes in
o game for the Buckeyes. But the
departing senior did just that in earn-
ing team MVP honors at the Hula
Bowl Jan, 20.

Germany cought nine passcs for
108 yards to help lead the North to a
come-from-behind 31-23 win over the
South in Wailuku, Hawaii.

08U  kicker Dan Stultz also
appeared in the game for the North,

* 0OSU linebacker Jason Ott's
career is apparently over due to injury.

Ott, m native of Cincinnati, told The
Cincinnati Enquirer a neck injury will
preclude him from rejoining the team.

“I talked to Dr. (Timothy)
Kremchek,” said Ott, who was exam-
ined by the noted Cincinnati-based

Originally Published: Jan. 27, 2001

sports medicine physician Jan. 17, “He
told me | could suffer permanent
injury if I played again. I'll graduate
in June, and I p]nn to work for my dad
(in construction).”

It was unclear .
when Ott, who
would have been
u fifth-year senior
in 2001, suffered
the injury. He
emerged ns a
starter at middle
linebacker in
1999 but was loat
for all but one
minute of one
game this season
after suffering o
preseason shoulder injury.

* Former O8SU defensive back
Antoine Winfield is suing another for-
mer OSU athlete, ex-wrestler
Dunyasha Yetts, to recoup $1.36 mil-
lion the NFL player nsked Yotta to
invest on his behalf.

According to the lawsuit filed Jan.
10 in Franklin County Common
Pleas Court, Winfield is suing Yotts,
a local sporta agent, and his World
Wide Financial Group Ing, to recover
at least that amount plus interest
from Yetts. Winfield, now with the
Buffalo Bills, is also nsking for a full
accounting of his investments and
legal fees.

After the Bills made Winfield a
first-round draft pick, he signed a five-
year, $7 million contract, including a
$3.5 million signing bonus.

According to the suit, Winfield gave
Yetts installmenta of $700,000 and
650,000 in 1999 to invest on his
behalf. But Winfield asked for the
money to be returned in December
after he suffered a season-ending
shoulder injury with the Bills.

Attorney Kevin Nose, who !Ilod the
suit on Winﬂold'l behalf, filed a simi-
lar suit in 1998 on behalfl of former
Buckeye Nicky Sualua, That suit was
settled last yoar.

* Former OSU quarterback Art
Schlichter pleaded guilty Jan, 16 in
fedoral court in Indianapolis to 10
charges rolating to credit card fraud,
money laundering and interstate
transportation of forged securitios.

Schlichter entered a plea agree-
ment with federal prosccutors, U.S,
District Judge Sarah Evans Barker
will now decide whether to accept the
plea agreement. A sentencing hearing
is expected within the next three
months,

Schlichter, who faces other charges
in courts in Indiana and Ohio, could
face an additional five years in prison
for these charges.

* The OSU marching band partici-
pated in the Inaugural Parade for
President George W. Bush Jan. 20 in
Washington, D.C.

The band played *Beautiful Ohio®
ag it passed the reviewing stand. The
band also played “Fight the Team,” “I
Wanna Go Back To Ohio State” and
“Buckeye Battle Cry.”

The 225.-member band worked hard
on fund-raising projects to raise the
866,000 it needed to make the trip.

* Dom Capers, who served as an
0SU assistant coach from 1982-83,
has accepted a five-year, $9 million
deal to become the first hend coach of
the NFL's expansion Houston Texans,

Jason Ott -

Continued From Page 12

to ngain being part of the excitement that
in Ohio Stato football *

BSB will have separate articles on each
of the new conches in upeoming editions,

1

re,”
Stobart said he plans to stay around
Columbus, though.

"I'1lbc]mv.l‘vn|pt two kids going to
school here,” he

Conley, med: md Speneer have been
among OSU' best recruiters in recent years,

Conley, in fact, as the recruiting coordi-
nator helped OSU land top-10 rankoed
clussos in five of the lust seven years.
Conley was unavailable for comment,
although it was widely known that the for-
mer OSU player wanted to stay with the

uckeyes, ¥

, o former
OSU standout running
“There was no doubt that 1 wanted to
stay here,” he said. *I wanted to stay and
g'rwwithi.nthilmtm
“It was hard wmhn1 to hear, I knew if' 1
wimn't going to be here | needed to get on to
something else. It was really taang. I've
had a headache for the last throe weelks.”
Heacock's brother, Jon, served two
stints as the defensive coordinator at YSU
under Tressel.
“My brother and n lot of the people who
have worked for him can't say enough good

[OHIOSTATE INSIDER ——————_ JIT'S TRESSELi THENEW STAFF |
Some Of Cooper’s Staff

Looking For New Jobs

things about him,” Jim Heacock said.

“Jim Treasol is going to oversee the
whaole thing. My brother, having been
there quite awhile, had enough of his con-
fidence to let him do pretty much what he
wanted. But I'm sure Jim was very
|mnhru.l and ot least hwv:hat ws going

af it,

most of his time with the offense.

Heacock, speaking before any official
notice of his status was made, said he was
hopeful of staying on at OSU.

“I'm appreciative of John Cooper for
bringing me in here,” he snid, “We had five
jgreat and won some big games. [
apprecinte what John did for me. I'm also
interested in continuing here.

“I'm from Ohio and it's a great universi-
ty. Playing in the Horseshoe, it doesn't got
nny botter l.h.n.n that. If 1 fit Jim's needs, I'd
love to stay here

“But | know he's guing to pick nine guys
he thinks can get the job done, and we just
have to wait and see if we fit into that pic-
ture.”

Bill Myles, who had served the lnst
three seasons as the director of foothall
operations, the position now held by
Tucker, will return to a job as an associate
nthletic director within the department,
necording to an OSU spokesman,

Strength and conditioning coach Dave
Kennedy just com, the first year on
n 10:year deal. Athletic director Andy
Geiger put that contract in place last
summer after the NFL's New England
Patriots tried to lure Kennedy,

Konnedy has already begun OSU'
winter oonditlonin: program  and
appeared to be entrenched in the job for
the time being.

"Weo nre in the middle of a crucial
phaso in what we're doing with condition.
ing,” Treasel said. *I'm anxious to find out
about his magic, It says a lot that the NFL
guys want to come back here and work
out with him."

Who's Next?

As of prosa time, Trossel was still try-
ing to hammer out the last three spota on
his new stafl,

It seemed possible that he could hire
Jon Heaceck if Heacock is not nanmied his
successor at YSU, Besides Conntser,
Heacock nnd Tucker, Tressel had five
other nssistants at YSU,

“If T had asked, ‘How many of you guys
want to go with me? I would have had a
van-load,” Tressel said. “1 did talk with
them and told them that there are things
that go into building n stafl. It won't hap-

pen overnight, and they understand that,

'I'rrl really rooting for one of our coach.
o4 to become head conch at Youngstown
State, T have a lot of care and concern for
those kids back thore, and 1 know those

will take care of them. | guess my
E:;:iltumuhluw ull of my guys nre
taken care of.”

name that poppod \wu

Michigan State wide receivers ooa&
Treadwell, who played for Tressel at
Minmi (Ohio) and spent six seasons on his
staff ot YSU — including the national
championship season of 1991 as offensive
coordinator,

“Weo've got n lot of guys who have
passed through Youngstown State and
are now in the Big 12, the Big Ten,
Conference USA, the ACC and other
places,” Treasel anid. “There are a lot of .
people to look at.”
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By Definition, Hiring Of Tressel Was A Bold One

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

When Andy Geiger and Archie Griffin
set out to find a new Ohio State foothall
coach, | was looking for a bold move for
Ohio State’s future, I was hoping for
something dynamic like somehow prymg

Bob Stoops away from nationol chamy
Oklahomn, something that would not only
energizo the Buckeyes and their fons but
thrust Ohio State back into the national
spotlight in an exciting und positive way,

If you go by Webster's definition, which
reads “daring, fearless,” the choice of Jim
Trossel as the 22nd coach in Ohio State
football history was probably far more
“bold” than the choice of o big-name coach
would have boen — because the hiring of
u conch without Division [-A coaching
oxperience and who is not that widely
known outside of Ohio is a bit of a gamble,

Of courne, the hiring of any new coach
i o gonmble, regardleas of previous record
and reputation. If athletic directors could
predict the future, they would all hire
only coaches that came with guaranteed
national championships, Life — and ath-
letics — should be so simplel

After hearing Tressel speak upon his
introduction on Jan, 18, 1 feel a lot more
comfortable with the hiring. His enthusi-
asm is unmistakable and contagious. If 1
had any eligibility left (and 4.4 speed and
n 400-pound bench press) 1 would have
suited up right then and there, He hit all
the key subjects — team, family, acade-
mies, discipline, beating Michigan — and
you could seo how he must have wowed
Geiger, Griffin, O8SU President Brit
Kirwan and anyone else who might have
had two cenla’ worth in the selection
process.

But I must also admit that upon hear-
ing the news of Tressel, | was o little dis-

appointed. | guess, after more than two.

weeks of clouk and dagger-like socrecy, 1
thought we would be presented with a
bigger surprise than one of the two most
obvious candidates from the very first day
of the search,

From the beginning, I've said that
Geiger and Co, should tako their timo and
make the right choice. However, if' it was
going to be Treasol — or the other logical
candidate, Glen Mason — why take so
long in the search and give up two critical
weekends of recruiting? Geiger said they
wanted to make n thorough search. I won-
der if Tressel, in the end, wasn't the best
candidate from among only o handful that
wore interestod,

I've heard many, in the last few days,
say thnt maybe the Ohio State job sn't as
specinl as we who follow the program
think it is and there weren't the type of
applicants that many expectod. And 1
think that is one of John Cooper's logn-
cies. The Ohio State job perhopa isn'
whit it used to be. It is up to Tressel to
build it back up to its past glory.

Yet there are those, out of state, who
say that the choice of a virtual unknown
an the national scene reflects even more
poorly on OSU and will hurt on the out-of-
state recruiting scene,

Trosscl seems well respected within
the state, however, and maybe Ohio State
needs to regain its respect here at home
first and then worry about what othors,
nationnlly, may think, Start to bent
Michigan and win some Big Ten champi-
onghips and Tressel and his team will
earn respect from even the most casual
ol of coll go football

I still worry mbout the jump from
Division I-AA. 1 thought Geiger (and

apparently Tressel in the interview
process) was a little simplistic when he
said that the field was still 100 yards long
and they played with 11 players, ete., at
that level. 1 don't care what anyone says.
It's a step up.

Sure the fundamentals are the samoe in
any level of football. And the X's and O’
are probably similar. But now you're
drawing them up to try to beat the best
othletes in the nation, who are having
their X and O drawn up by the nation's
best and brightest coaches, And while it is
clear that Tressel is o great motivator, is it
the same to motivate o pampered super-
star who is thinking about his future in
the NFL as it is a player who knows that
his greatest success and glory will, most
likely, be achieved at Youngstown State?

Most importantly, I'm fuirly confident
that Tressel has never walked into o blue-
chip recruit’s living room to close the deal
only hours after a Lloyd Carr, Joe
Paterno, Bobby Bowden or Steve Spurrier
has made his case. Now that’s a step up!

On the other hand, there are many
close observers of the Ohio State program
who say that many of the problems of late
have been coused by the fact that the
Buckeyes have gone after many out-of-
state athletes who were more concerncd
about moving on to the NFL than such
things as beating Michigan or getting an
education,

Maybe Tressel will go buck to the good,
solid player who is concerned about the
team and winning, first. And if thoso play-
ors create n winning environment, others
from both in and out of state will want to

finale, Then, in the MicronPC.com Bowl,
Minnesota blew a 24-point lead, losing to
N.C. State and falling to 6-6. Suddenly,
Mason didn't look so good,

Though Mason remained the choice of
many, including a faction of former play-
ere, Pitts Walt Harris, who had so much
success while working as an offensive
assistant for the Buckeyes, was the first
choice of many others. The buzz on the
atreet was that while Harris was interest-
od in the job, he didn't want to go through
o lengthy interview process. Rother, he
wanted to be offered the job.

After soeing the hit that Mason and his
reputation took in the process, you can soe
why Harris, if the stories wore true, want-
e to stay above the fray.

You have to feel a little sorry for
Mason and the way he was left dangling
for two weeks. But you're talking about
u guy who still has a high-paying job at
o Big Ten school, And he has shown that
he can motivate his team for a big game
(just ask Cooper), 8o Treasel had better
look out,

Mason will probably mever get the
Ohio State job, the job he always wnnud
but ho still has a chance to
standing among college’s leading mclm
and leave a lasting legacy ot Minnesota,
Time will tell,

As the search progressed, 1 wos sur-
prised ot the obsession. many seemed to
have with getting a coach with Ohio —
preferably Ohio State — ties. There wore
some who would have given thumbs down
to the next Vince Lombardi if he hadn't
lived at least a couple of days in Ohio.

Just b Cooper dly “did-

come and be a part of that winning at
phere,

‘The nice thing about hiring o guy like
Tressel ia that if he does have some suc-
cess, he'll probably stay in Columbus, A
guy like Onkland’s Jon Gruden (assuming
he was ever interested in the OSU job)
would probably ultimately end wp back in
the NFL. Tressel can, hopefully, add some
continuity if he is successful, rather than
being one of the many carpetbagger
conches that seem to abound in sports,
Jumping from job to job.

Whether you liked the choice of Treasel
or were disappointed, he is the head coach
at Ohio State now. Lets give him a
chanee, Now that I'm over my initin dis-
appointment, I am both excited and opti-
mistic,

I know this much, If enthusingm wins
foothall games, we have ourselves a win-
ner!

Other Thoughts On The Search

Am 1 the only one who thinks thot if
Glen Mason and his Minnesota Golden
Gophers had won o couple of more football
games down the stretch, he would be
working out of an office at the Woody
Hayes Athletic Center right now? After
Muson and the Gophers' absolute trounc-
ing of the Buckeyes back on Oct, 14, there
waorn few who didn't feel they were looking
at Ohio State’s noxt coach and that wos
before John Coope? had even boen fired,

Following the win in Columbus, the
Gophers lost three stroight before beating
lowly lowa by a ficld goal in the

n't get it® when it came to Ohio State foot-
ball doesn't moan that every conch from
out of state would be clueless to, say, the
importance of beating Michigan. If they
didn't understand the importance of beat-

“Do You Own

If the answer is
Salomon Smith Barney.

30 insurance companies.
* We can review your annuity

Howard W. Burnett

First Vice President-Investments

es” to either of these questions. ..consider

* We do more annuity business than any other-brokerage firm,
* We have contracts to do business wlth approximately

receiving a competitive return,

Invest your time before investing your money.
For more information call:

21 E. State Street, Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 460-2639 or (800) 247-6153

SALOMON SMITH BARNEY

ing Michigan proviously, they certainly
would figure it out after seeing the way
Cooper was vilified for his 2-10-1 record
agninst the Buckeyes' archrival,

I said go for the best guy and if he had
Ohio State ties, so much the botter, Lot's
hope the best choice was Tressel,

Patience With The Video

If you are scheduled to receive your
free Archie Griflin video, wo ask that you
be patient. Demund for this special offer
was so great that we have been forced to
dub more videos, We think you'll find the
video worth the wait.

You can still get “Heinman Reflections:
The Archie Griffin Story” froe with your
subscription to BSB. Just send $54 ($94
for first-class mail) to BSB ot P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212 and
request the “Video Specinl.” For informa-
tion or credit card orders, call (614) 486-
2202,

The Editorial And Good Words

Many of you sent along self-addressed
stamped envelopes to receive o copy of the
“View From 15th & High" I wrote follow-
ing the 63-14 loss to Penn State back in
1994. Thanks for the notes that several of
you sent with your requests. 1 enjoyed
hearing from each of you.

Reader Michael Andello from Girard,
Ohio, near Youngstown, had this to say:
“Frank, you can relox. Tressel is a moti-
vator, More than often YSU would be
more fired up in the third and fourth
quarters than they were in the first half,
You will soe 0 new attitude/discipline in
the Bucks you never saw before ™

After seeing, all too often, Cooper-
conched teams got outplayed in tho sees
ond half, these are encouraging words,

If you would like u copy of that 1094
“View From 16th & High,” o column that
in some ways defined the relationship
between Cooper and Buckeye Sports
Bulletin, send a self-addrossed stamped
envelope to the previously mentioned
post office box and I will be glad to send it
to you.

An Annuity?”

Arc vou considering purchasing an Annuity?

to ensure you are

Keith N. Schuss

Second Vice President-Investments

Sovurce: 1998 MFS Annulty Managers Roundtable

© 2000 Salomon Smith Bamey Inc.  Member S

Salomon Smith Bamey is a registered service mark of Salomon Smith Barmey Inc
“SEE HOW WE EARN 1T s a servioe mark of Salomon Smith Bamey Inc,

SEE HOW WE EARN IT™

J\nmwdcﬂM

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN January 27, 2001 « 47



