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Brown: OSU’s

Junior Takes On
Roles As Scorer,
Team Captain

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Rulletin Sl Wrlter

Brian Brown is basking in the joy of the moment
even though it 't his own. His longtime team-
mate, Will Dudley, had just played hero for the Ohio
State men's baskethall team by grabbing an airball,
leaning bnck and making o short shot just before
the buzzer sounded on a huge 6564 win at Purduae
Feb. 14

Thia is Dudley’s momont in the sun as reporters
cirele him like buzzards to roadkill, but Brown is
enjoying it more. Brown is 08U loading scorer this
wenson, but he's always been near the bottom of the
puck when it comes W ogo.

Brown boamod whiln Inamﬂ against a wall in o
Muckey Arona corridor oulaide the visiting locker
roam. That the airhall Dudley snagged was Brown's
didn't motter. That Brown battled foul trouble and
seored a soason-low seven points didn't matter.
That he had his worst game of the season on his
22nd birthday didn't matter. That Brown failed to
hit the game winnere in o one-point game, as he also
failed to do against Kansas back in Docember, also
didn't matter, This time the Buckeyes won.

With Brown, that’s all that matters that and
womehow managing to be well-liked by everyone he
COMEes Heross

“Brian has dofinitely stepped up,” fellow co-cap-

tain Ken Johnson said. “He's just an awesome guy.
Brian's always positive. He goes out there and plays
hord and just has o huge heart.”

A 6-3 junior guard, Brown came to OSU along
with Dudley out of Bishop Loughlin High School in
Brooklyn, N.Y,, the homotown of OSU conch Jim
O'Brien. When O'Brien was named OSU conch in
1997 he went to familiar ground for his first recruit-
ing clasa by snagging Brown, a player he had seen
compete at the prop and AAU level, He soon found
out what kind of apecial player he was gotting,

Longtime Loughlin coach Bob Leckie wis quick
to sny that Brown wis his all-timo favorite player to
coach, a point he made even in front of other play-
era like Dudley,

“We were in Will's house (on o recruiting visit)
and — even in front of Will and Will's mother —
(Lockie) snid, ‘Will is a wonderful kid, he's the see-
ond-beat kid P've ever had,'" O'Brien reealled. “So
we amid, ‘Well, who's firmt?,' and he anid, ‘Brian
Hrown." And then the Dudleys concurred.

" “Thoy said Brian was tho man.”

Go-To Buy

That certainly has boen the case this season as
Brown is leading tho Buckeyos in about every way
imnginable. A former backeourt starter alongside
Scoonie Penn and Michnel Redd, Brown hos taken
on much of the seoring burden this season ot a
team-bost 14.7 pointa per gamo.

He also leads the team in assiata (104) and steals
(19 and remaing OSU's top defender on the perime-
ter. |

Moat important, Brown has done it while leading
the Buckeyes to o 17-9 record, which has them on
the doorstop of a third steaight NCAA Tournament
b,

Continued On Page 15

¢ Clarett In Fold
Already For 2002

As expect- By STEVE HELWAGEN

ed, Warren Buckeye Sports Hulletin Bditor

(Ohlo) Hard- 4

ing junior As the ‘.!‘.!mll nm]';:urn-lnl Ililmd fmtlmlll T-ucl}
at Ohio State, Jim Tressel will command a lot o

:::::’h;f: respect and attention inside the state’s foothall
community.

rott affirmed That is o given,

his  verbal But Tressel reoma to underatand that his renl

commitment powor stams from his immonse tiea to the Ohio

to Ohlo State high school coaching community

for 2002. Maurice Clarett The head eonches and nssistants at the state’s

The 61, 220 711 football-playing high schools serve as the

pound Clarett Is considered one of
the state’s top five Jjunlor
proapects. For more on Clarett and
other 0SU recruiting headlines, see
Recruiting Outlook on pages 1213,

conduita for college conches like Treasel,
Michigan's Lloyd Carr, Penn State's Joe Paterno
and many others to Ohio’s wealth of gridiron tal-
enl.

That's why Treasel gladly ncoepted an invitation
to be the leadoll speaker for the Ohio High School
Football Coachea Association clinie, hold Fob. 9-10

Quiet Assassin

WV VD

THE MAN — Ohio State junior guard Brian
Brown (13) floats in the lane for a shot, as team-
mate Zach Williams looks on during a game ear-
lier this year. Brown hag emerged ns OSU's lead-
ing scorer this season for the 17-9 Buckeyes.

Tressel Spreads Word
To State Prep Coaches

at the Easton Hilton in
Columbus. For good mea-
sure, he had as many of his !
asmastants as possible in the  yim Tressel
nudience as woll.

Over 1,000 high school and college coaches
descended upon the posh hotel to hear, among
others, Oklahoma's Bob Stoops, Pittshurgh's
Walt Harms and Boston College’s Tom O'Brion,

But it was Tresscl who started everything off
on the elinie's first morning. Speaking before an
overflow crowd, ho talked on the topic of “Ohio
State Foothall in the 21st Contury.”

He spent not one minute discussing X's and
0, formations or personnel.

“That's because 1 don't know anything,” ho
would joke later.

Rather, this winner of four Division I-AA
national championships talked on his vision of

Continued On Page 10
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Veteran Daniels Tabbe
To Lead Ohio State QB

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Hulletin Editor

05U football coach Jim Treasel com-
pleted his first coaching stafl with the hir-
ing of University of Cincinnati offensive
coordinator/assistant head coach Joe
Daniels Feb. 13,

The 68-year-old Daniels will serve ns
0SU's quarterbacks and receivers coach,
He has o wide variety of experienco
batween the gollege and NFL ranks,

“Joe Dal gives us o veteran coach
who has proven himself ot every level of
conching,” Troasel anid. “For uas to be nble
to ndd n conch with his exporience nnd his
exportise is o real boost to our stall”

Danicls joined the UC stafl in 1997
after spending the previous five years in
private bugineas, When asked what lured
him to Ohio State, he roplied;

“Coach Treasel. 1 knew about him and
the type of individual he was, T knew
about the success he had at Youngatown
State, and that was a big plus for me.

“I came up here with o positive feeling
about it, and the more timo I spent with
he and (offensive coordinator) Jim
Bollman, 1 felt very comfortable. Not that
it was uncomfortable ot Cincinnati — it
was o great situation. 1 just felt so com-
fortable and relaxed, and I believe we'll
work together very well.”

Daniels, o native of Bethel Park, Pa,
will be the only member of Treasel's nine-
man coaching stafl’ who was not borm or
raised in Ohio. He has o wealth of experis,
enco working in football within the state,
however.

“On the way up here today my wifo
and I remembered that this is my fourth
coaching job in Ohio,” Doniels said. “I
guesa I'm destined to be here. I'm from
Pittaburgh, which is right next door, My
parenta pre still there, so it a great situ-
ation.”

Daniels graduated from Slippery Rock
in 1964 with o degree in physical educa-
tion. He was a four-yoar lotterman there
as 0 running back.

He began his conching carcer as a
gradunte nasistant at East Stroudsburg
in 1966, After two years there, he spent 10
seasons o8 the quarterbacks and receivers
coach nt Boston College.

In 1978, he became the gquarterboacka
conch at Weat Virginia. Two years later,

3

Joe Daniels

he became the quarterbacks coach and
offengive coordinator nt Pittsburgh. Dan
Marino wos one of hia pupils with the
Panthers.

He moved to the NFL in 1983 as the
receivers coach for the Cleveland Browna,
He spent three scasons in Cleveland
before moving on' to the Bulfalo Bills for a
two-year stint in o similar position

He was out of conching in 1988 before
returning to the college ranks ns
mtmckh;‘ conch at the University ol'Athn
in 1989, He jumped back to the NFL as
the quarterbacks coach for the New York
Jets from 1990-91 before moving into the
private seclor in 1992,

“I left football when 1 left the Jets after
the 1991 season,” Daniels said. “For some
reason, | decided it was time to get out of
football. But 1 never lost the desire to
conch and teach, That’s ultimately what
brought me back.”

Daniels and his wife, Kathy, have two
children; Matthew (16) and Kaitlin (13),

Starting From Scratch

Daniels is excited to get in on the
ground floor in designing the OSU
offense. Ho brings a background with the
spread offense from his time at UC,

“I don't think (Treasel) has said yet,
“This is what we're going to do,"” Daniels
snid. “This is an opportunity, and what
I'm excited about is we're going to go in

]‘ @ The B

uckeye
And Support Athletics at OSU

Boosters in 2001

We offer trips to every away game. For 2001, we'll have flights to
UCIA and Minnesota, and motor coach trips to Indiana, Penn
State and Michigan. We also offer a golf outing in May and
a Kick-Off Dinner in August, with the coaching staff and senior
players in attendance. Support the Buckeyes in 2001!

{ Annual Membership: $30 Family
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there and talk offonse and start putting
together o playbook. Il be involved in it
from the very beginning, which is great.

“AL this point my overall experience is
there. The last couple years we've thrown
the ball a lot from four wides and that
#pread offense, which ia making a sweep
through college football we've been
involved with. That doesn’t mean we'll be
doing that here, but it could be a part of
what we do. That experience and expo-
sure Fve had to that might be able to add
some things”

Daniels inherits four returning quar-
torbacks in two-year senior starter Steve
Bellisari, sophomorea Craig Krenzel and
Scott McMullen and redshirt freashman
Rick McFadden. Daniels said it is his
intention to open the quarterback job up
in the spring.

“Any new situation, a new m}une
stafl gooa in and has to open it up,” he
said. “T'hat’s not only in fuirness to tho
starter of a year ago and whatever order
they finished, but for everyone concerned
it haa to be established in spring practice,

“We'll do some film uation, that's
obvious, But I would rather see what's
done on the field. If they're willing to work
hard in the offsseason, that's great. But
ultimately it has to be done on the field.
We'll look ot some of lost year's game
tapes but really most of our dtc:slnnmnk—
g will come after the sprimg game.”

With the receivers also part of Daniels’
coverage area, he anid he would welcome

Tressels help with the quaserbacks. -

Treasel conched quarterbacks during his
time ot Youngstown State,

“I don't anticipate any problem work-
ing with Jim with the quorterbacks,”
Daniels said, “A good part of the time I
spent up here last week was talking about
that, and we're pretty much in tune on

“I'vo been around long enough to know
that those ego things aren’t part of it
They didn’t even enter into the discussion,
I don't anticipate a problem.”

Treasel has intimated he will keep a
close eye on the quarterback position,

“That will be interesting to see how
that (working with QBs) evolves,” Treasel
said. “I certainly enjoy it, that's the job
you enjoy most = teaching. I felt it was

“important to get a guy like Joe Daniels.

His track record spenks for itaelf.
Between Joe and 1, I'd like to believe that
position will get plenty of attention.

“The first thing we were looking for at
that position is someone I would call ego-
leas, That person has to know that quar-
terback at Ohio Siate is a tough position
to play. Our QB coach is going to have to
cope with the fact the head coach has
coached quarterbacks for the last 26 years
and loves being around and talking about
the quarterback position.

“We were going to hiwvve to have a per-
son who had the maturity, who wasn't
guing to worry about their turl, per se,
and thats why when we found Joe
Daniols he really embodied all of that. He
is confident that there's plenty of role
there for him, but what's most important
for Joe Daniels is quarterbacks and how
they're doing and he has o foel for the
importance of the head conch being
involved with the quarterback as well. He
was o great fit for ug”

Daniels’ NFL experionce also figures to
be a plus.

“He knows what preasure is all about,”
Treasel said. “He cares about kids. The
background and general philosophy he
has, I think hell be ready for it. No one
knows for sure until they've been through
something. Well do our best to make sure
we have an environment such that we'll
be sensitive to those realitica s they
unfold.”

Treasel, who will have the ultimate call
on the quarterback job, added his two
cents on that potential derby.

“I would say the safest.thing to say is
that the quarterbacka will be evaluated
on the same things,” Treasel spid. “We've
soid before that the quarterback that
makes the best decigions, does the best job
of making sure our offense doesn’t turn
the ball aver and makes big plays — that's
opposite ends of the spectrum there, tak-
ing care of the ball and making big plnyn
— whoever can handle those two ends
and what goes in between, which s the
good decigions, will be the quarterback.

“The evaluation process will be the
same whethor you're a senior or a freah-
man rising to be a redshirt freahmon.”

BSB_ staff member Mike Wachsman
contributed to this report
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Tressel Shares Mission Statement With Coaches

Continued From Page 1

what Ohio State football should be
nbout on his wateh. He also seemed to
reach out to the Ohio prep coaches, nsk-
ing for their help to try to put the
Buckeyes back on top again.

It was a landmark 45-minute
nddress presented before a very impor-
tant audience. As an exclusive for
BSB's readers, we have excerpts of it
for you here,

In this first installment, Tressel cov-
ors his background, introduces his
stall, discusses the topic of leadership
and outlines his mission statement for
the OSU football program.

In an upcoming edition, we will pro-
vide another installment looking at

" Tressol’s vision and goals for the OSU
program,

Jim Tressel: 1 can't thank all the
people in this room enough. As 1 think
about where we stand today, 1 think
about how grateful I am for so many
things, beginning with, for whatever
reason, the blessing of being born into
my mom and dad’s family and getting
:lho chanee to watch my dad coach every

ay.

I had a chance to play for him — 1
didn't play that much — but the chance
to be on his team.

I had the chance to go out and work
for Coach (Jim) Dennison at Akron then
Cooch (Tom) Reed at Miami (Ohio),
Dick MacPherson over at Syracuse and
then Coach (Earle) Bruce at Ohio State
and a bunch of wonderful guys on that
stafl.

Then having the blessing of being at
Youngstown State University, which is
an extroordinary place, for 15 years,
It's been ing how bl d I've
been.

I think about the guys in this room,
some of which 1 played with, some of
which I conched with, some of which 1
conched, many of which I eall on in
their schools. It was the guys in this
room that gave me the courage and the
confidence to be standing where I am
today.

So my message to all of you firat and
foromost is, “Thank you™ If it weren't
for you, 1 underatand that this situn-
tion wouldn't bo as it is. I'm real grate-
ful for the opportunity to be at The
Ohio State University. ;

Along with that gratitude, I under-
stand the responsibility thia position
holda, 1 look back at the people who
have been the head coach nt Ohio State
and I think to myself, *Man, 1 don't
know if | can match up.”

But then I feel the strength, the
prayers and the support and every-
thing that you guya have meant to me
and everything my family has meant to
me and all my coaches and friends over
the years, and [ know we'll get it done
— becauss of you.

The topic | was nssigned today was
“Buckeye Football in the 21at Contury,”
which whoever put the program togeth-
er knowa 1 don’t know anything about
X' and O'a because we've got guys com-
ing from all different directions to talk
about that, I don't know exactly, today,
what we're going to do, outside of the
fact we'll probably run off-tackle a little
bit.

With that in mind,
wae've boon in a little
bit of a whirlwind
since the 18th of
January, We haven't
had & lot of time to git
in and work on (clinic)
presentations. But wo
threw a little some-
thing togethér and we
wanted to share it
with you,

Much of it you've
heard before, because
in my mind there are
certain principlos —
in this great game, in
this great profession,
in this great calling
— that aren't any dif-
ferent at Berea High
Sehool, at Baldwin-
Wallace College or
Youngstown State or
The Ohio State
Univeraity,

Lots of X's and O's
are different, but I've
never been one to
believe that the X'a
and O'a make the dif-
ference. They're
important. My coach-
es are extroordinary
in that aren, But 1
don't think they're as
important ns some of
the fundamentals 1'd
like to share with you.

press conference, had

address to Ohio’s high

KEVIN YT

WHAT HE STANDS FOR — Ohio State head
conch Jim Tressel, pictured at his introductory

lenty to say in an
o0l football conches

Feb, 0. One highlight was a multi-point outline

Leadership
Is Service
_ In my mind, there is no queation

“that when you talk about leadership,

what you're talking about is service, It
doesn’t matter if you're n position conch
leading eight guys or a coordinator
leading 20 or a head coach leading o
whole team or a teacher leading a clasa-
room or a pastor leading a church or an
clected official leading an area or coun-
try, leadership in service. And we
understand that we are here to serve,

1 can promise you ‘that in the 21st
century at Ohio State, we will serve.
That's the way it was when | was grow-
ing up, as I idolized the Woody
Hayesea, the Rex Kerns and the Paul
Browns, That's the way it's going to be
in the 21st century, .

“That's a fundamental we better
understand as leaders. I happen to
think there is going to be great leader-
#hip on our stall. We've got a tremen-
dous group. Many of them are from
right here in the state of Ohio.

Conch (Bob) Tucker, many of you
know, is from Sandusky, Ohio. He went
on and played at the College of Wooster,
wont out to Penn State as a graduate

istant, then hed at Massillon,
Wichita State and Iowa State and Ohio
State with Coach Bruce. He went on to
be the head coach ot the College of
Wooster and we've beon fortunate to
have him with us at Youngstown State
the last four years,

1 promise you he will be here to
serve all of the needs all of you will
have.

('Iressel then introduced his entire
staff, saving his latest hiring, sec-
ondary coach Mel Tucker, for last.)

of his conching mission. *

One thing I've always liked to do is
scoop the medin, They always like to
think they know what's happening. I'm
going to announce Monday that Coach
(Mel) Tucker is on our stafl, =

You guys are going to find out before
them. lsn't that nice for the people who
count, to find out before everyone else?

Coach Tucker is a Cleveland Heighta
graduate. He played at Wisconsin and
had a great earcor there. Ho and Coach
(Mark) Dantonio were together at
Michignn State. He went on to Miami
(Ohio) and most recontly was conching
the secondary at LSU. He ia joining us
an of this moment, and we're excited
nbout Coach Tucker being here.

These guys, | promise you, are going
to bo here to serve.

During the interview process at
Ohio State, thoy asked, “What are you
going to do about building a stafi?”

I anid, *I'm going to bring the groat-
est possible men that these young peo-
ple could have.” That's what these men
are. They are the right kind of men, Are
any of them geniuses? 1 doubt it. But
they are great peoplo.

My experience has been when you
get great people together who work
hard at their task and work hard at
their trade, some extraordinary things
can happen.

I'm exeited about the group that is
going to be here, Please, call on us,
come down Lo spring practice, whatever
you want, we're here to serve. That's

the way it was when | was coming up. -

George Chaump was the quarterbacks
coach at Ohio State, Whatever I needed
as o young quarterbacks coach, he was

thore for us. That's tho way | want it to
be in the 21st century at Ohio State,

The Mission

None of the things T talk about
today are new or unique to Ohio State.
They are things that I happen to
believe in and things I've learned over
tho course of time through you, my
father, my coaches, my colleagues and
my peers in the conching profession.

But the one thing | know is before
you begin to do anything, everyone bet-
ter be on the anme page as to what's the
mission,

What is the mission? What are we
trying to accomplish? It's something
that evolves, You change the names and
you changes the characters, This s
mimilar to the mission wo had at
Youngatown State and it ia something |
believe totally in. Here are the different
parts of our mission:

* We have to understand that
the team can only progress with
the presence of love and respect —
If we don't build what we want to do —
whether it's a junior high, a high school
or a college — with love and respect at
the beginning, extraordinary things
won't happen,

We can throw all those X's nnd O's
out the door. Those gimmicka might
work for a second, but in the long run,
if wo're going to do something that is
extranordinary, then love and reapect
have to be there. That's the only way it
ean happen.

* Wo must commit ourselves to
renching our full potentinl — 1
learnad a long time ajgo that if you keep
your eye on the scoreboard and your
eye on the win-losa record, you'll be in
trouble.

But if you keep your eye on “how
close am I to reaching my potentinl,”
it's amozing how that scoreboard will
end up. And that's not easy because the
newspapera don't want to talk nbout
anything but the scoreboard. The boost-
or club doean’t want to talk about any-
thing but the scoreboard.

Wo need to talk to each other and
talk to our young people about reaching
our potential. The amazing thing about
it in, all of us in this room, if we play to
the beat of our ability, we have o chanee
to win, We've all beaten toams that we
weren't as good as and we've ull lost to

. teama that weren't as good as us.

The reason is because somebody
wasn't playing to their potentinl. That
has got to be a focus and it has to be a
focus for our young people on and off
the field. Our guys all want to go to the
NFL. | understand that, and that's
great because, you know what, their
potentinl is probably geod enough that
if they reach it, they'll probably go to
the NFL.

But you know what, they've got the
potential to got a college degree or they
wouldn’t have made the entrance
requirements, They've got the potential
to go out and impact our community
and our society because they are Ohio
State Buckeyes,

Wo are going to reach our potential
in everything-we do. We're going to
commit ourselves to that, we're going to
mandate that and we're going to
demand that. We must reach our poten-
tial,

* We know that every action
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must be with the team in mind —
That means just how closely you're lis-
tening in class, because that team needs
you to be eligible. That society needa
you to be as learned as you can be,

That action of being nttentive in the
film room, that focus on the field, that
attention to detail, every second has
ot to be with the team in mind,

Is what I'm about to do going to help
our team — our team of the Ohio State
Buckeyes, our team of this society?

* Woe must have unwavering loy-
alty to the team — [t must be built in
to everything we do. That's a hard
thing in this socicty, This society wanta
us all to step up and point to ourselves.

We have got to build in unwavering
loyalty to our team, most especially in
the tough times. That's the time when
we really need you, When things are
going fine, its ensy. When things are
going tough, will you turn and run and
worry about yourself or will you step in
and worry about the group?

¢ Fun will prevail for all — We
have got to make this fun. It's tough
anymoro to be a collegoe football player.
It's tough to be a high school football
player. We ask a lot of them. They do a
lot more than we did when wo were in
college.

We've gol to make sure it's going to
:_ra fun. The way you learn is when it is

un,

* There will be an absence of
special priviloges for any individu-
als, conches or players alike —
There mugt, he an absence of special
privileges, The only way we're going to

make it in society is il there is an
absence of special privileges,
Every one of ua deserves the same

Originally Published: Feb. 24, 2001
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privileges as the other. If we're going to
build a great team and a great society,
there's got to be no special privileges.

* We know that we will get as
our works deserve — Coach Bobby
Stoops, the real Bobby Stoops, the one
who was on the Youngstown State staff,
used to tell our guys all the time n verse
from Revelations, “We will get as our
works deserve,”

There's no such thing as getting a
bad call or getting scrowed or anything
like that, Forget any of that skeptical
thinking that there is anyone against
you or that set of officials always makeas
poor calls or that baloney,

* We are committed to growing
mentally, physically and spiritually
e We are committed to the classroom,
we are committed to the weight room,
we are commitled to the football feld
and we are committed to helnc maorally
sound,

We are committed to having a spiri-
tual journey. That's an individual
choico as to what journey that is, but
wo are committed to making sure we
are othical, moral, and we do what's
right.

« We recognize we are students
first and athletes second — That's
not ensy. But even when you talk to a
guy at our place who thinks he's going
to ba in the NFL in o couple of years,
he's going to be in the NFL a lot short-
or than he's going to be out there in the
reat of the world,

* Weo will personify class and
humility on and off the field — I can
promise you this: I've had the good for-
tune of being around some extraordi-
nary teams that have done some extra-
ordinary thinga. In my mind, the differ-

ence, the thing that made them step to
the top of the mountain, is that they
had class. They were humble,

Wo have to understand that we've
been blessed so much. We have to carry
those bleasings with elass and humility.

* Wo seok to get better overy day
and develop consistency through
the relentless execution of funda.
mentals,

* Wo will always compote with
the beat — One thing I learned long
ago. In practice you better put your
best againat your best in practice con-
stantly for your best to get better.

We're going to do that on the prac-
tice field. We're going to push them to
compete in the best possible academic
environment and not get in and take
the easy way, We want to compote wil.h
the beat to be the best.

* We will compete with passion
and deserve to be Big Ten champi-

ing that one.

* We will respect the proud Ohio’
State tradition of the past and we
will provide further tradition for
the future — We will do so at all
times, on and off the field. We will do so
at all times, knowing it is our responsi-
bility to serve as a positive role model
for the youth of this great state, the
young and old alike in this great coun-
try, and the neat thing about an Ohio
State is we can touch the world.

We've got a chance to touch the
world in a positive way. We have to be
committed to that within our mission.
We will be the class of college football,
That is our mission.

The great thing about football is
overy one of us has a mission. And
every year we get'to find out who can
finish the mission. That's the beauty of
football,

Then there are years when you don't

ons and NCAA national champi

= We realize this can only be nccom-
plished with extraordinary focus, one
atep ot a time. To climb a tain like

plete the But you can line
up and say, “Here’s where I've got to get
hou.ar and you get to set out on that
again, That's the beauty of

that — that Big Ten is a heck of a
mountain, that national championship
is a heck of a mountain — it takes
extraordinary focus,

That's why my hat is off to Coach
Stoops und Oklahoma, It was a joy and,
in my mind, a blessing for college foot-
ball to watch the way Oklahomp
ascended to be national champions.
They did it with elass and humility as
well as great togetherness and focus.

That's how you get it done. That'a
why we're all here at clinics, There's
only one state championship in each
division and only one national champi-

hip in each division. We're all seok-

football and why it's the greatest game
there is, because the mission involves
#0 many people in so many roles and is
wo much more complex than any other
game, It's so lifelike, it's so real, but it
him to be started with the right mis- -
sion,

* We accept this responsibility,
placed in our hands to begin the
new millennium, in the proud tra-
dition of Ohlo State football — This
will be our mission. We will continue
this mission until we get this mission
right. [ ean promise you that in the
course of this mission, serving all of you
will be a big part of it.

LN AN

U

A

Order the college sports publication that gets
you inside coverage of your favorite team!!

01, ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Ineicke the Crimson Tide , TR JOWA - Voke of the | 3. OKLATIOMA - Sooners [strated
10 magazines, 14 newsdaien §15 hananagaim 24 s,  yeartooks, $4290 PIe——— 17 aggerine, | yearbook, $4290 B T
OF ARIAONA - Cal Tradks £2 s, 2 yearboks, $59 cmatana | 19 NARA STATE - Cychone [lhustraiod 7. ORKLAIOMA STATE, - (-Staie Sports Repont
08 ARKANSAS - Hawyss 1lusarind 18 s, S obnbrmnlom 16 i, | yeashook, $3490 ke
19 maguines, 2 yearbooks, $44.90 Dgintemdion | 20, KANSAS « Jayhomk Tnskder 20 s, $4495 Intubibrann | 38 ORBGON - Fighting Docks Review
Oh AUBURN - linsice the Aubum Tigers 20 KANGAS STATE - Purple Pride 20 s, $HL95 rpbpad am M s, 45,50 i trghatim
10 magazie, |1 newsketens, $35 miarsgonans | 22 KENTUCKY - The Caty’ Pase 36 bns, $47.50 copaman | 39 PENN STATE - e White Musteaod 28 lses, $42 Nandhtad
06, BOSTON COLLEGE « Eaghe Action 23 15U - Tiger Rag % e, 2 yoarboks, §52 semgonn | 40 PURDUE - Gokd & lack Hhstrate)
1213 s, $3495 torolograbon | 240 LOUISVILLE - Sporsbeport 26 s, 2 yoardwicks, $4095 pldmdlaion
6. I - Cougar Spors Magoine 52 s, 2 wearbocka, $A3 95 colodprman - | 4 SOUTH CAROLINA - Spoues & Feathess
12 b, $235 g | 25, MARYLAND - Terrapln Times 12 beues, $30.9% ot gt o 1 wurs ¥4
07, CENTRAL FLORIDA - Ik the Knights 26 MIAMI - Canes Spoxt 11 SRASE The presaym [
10 ki, | yearbonk, $25.95 [rpE——— 21 s irt-ches ol $990.95 Pr——— e “‘:’" o P
08 CINCINNATI - B Sy D 27, MICHIGAN - Wobveie il g el o
0 s, $3295 o 2w, | bk, $H95 el I“m‘wﬁpmﬁnwﬁ\nlmm kg am
09, COLORAX) - Roffaa Sports News 24 MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magarine TENNESSER - Vohieess Magacke 25 mpos, 2pidn, ST swpeom
20 pans, | 137 18 s, $36.95 R - 46 TEXAS - Homs Mostrded 20 ks, | yeashook, $4290 [ —r—
10 CONNEGTICUT - Husky Be & Whie 14 ks, | yeartock, $35 29, MISSESSPPY - Oke M Spit 2 s, $40 ety | 47 TERASAAM <A (Rteied
11, DUKE - Bhoe D] Weekdy zsum,unm,ssm 10 MISSOURI - Inside Mizzoud 17 ks, | yoarhock, $42.90 R antan
12 FAST CAROLINA - Picas’ Chesd. 20 s, $25 2, 4 er— R L R
13 FLORIDA - Gator Bt 32 euies, 2 yeacboks, $4.95 bt | 31, NEBRASKA - Db [Thustraind 16 ks, | yerbek, $3490 mimbryom.am
14 FLORIDA STATE « Oscroka W s, $48 P 17 ks, 1 yearbook, #4495 tasbersbammnian | 50 VIRGINIA - Cavalier Comer 12 baws, $17.95 ooy
15, GEORGIA + Gedrpia Bulkdog, Magazine 52 NORTH CAROUNA - Carolina Blue 51 VIRGINU TECH - Heokde Hucker 33 s, $37.95 Febeaguatatom
15 magines, |7 nowsbeien, §3%0 g 15 s, $99.9% cnbron | 51 WAKE FOREST - Gokd Kush 16 s, $20.95 e
16, GEORGIA TECH « Ranbing Wreck A3 NORTH CAROLINA STATE 53 WASHINGTON « Sports Washinghon | 7 fsues, $U%
15 s, S5 e 18 ks, 2 yearbooks, $3595. tosolpadenaen | A WESTVIRGINI - Blue & Gold News 52 bsues, $3295 b
17, INDIANA - Ik Inkana WA NOTRE DAME - Bhue & Gokd iikerasnd 55 WISCONSIN - e Wisornein 25 beies, $30.95 —
26 b, 2 yebooks, $47 [ 0 ktis, $995 Mgl | % ““MARSIALL - Hond Lnkder 27 beas $38  **NEW AUBLICATION*=
Number and Nama of Publication: No.[ [ Nome: ([T LITTTIITIIT I TI LI}
COCTTLTTTITTTITTITTTT) agrese: (T LI ITITIT LTI
Amount Enclosed: $[ ] 11 !
LEL. CW‘-III‘IIII[IIIIIIIIIIIIE

QCheck () MasterCard Q) Visa

Exp. Date: [ 117]

CardNo: [T TTTTTTTTITITIT]

swte: (1) Zp: (LLL1)-(LL1)
Phone: (LTI TTLLIL)

Mall to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, PO, Box 602, Holmes, PA 19043.0002

= |

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN February 24, 2001 * 11




Originally Published: Feb. 24, 2001

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Ohio State Nets RB Clarett On Junior Day

As expected, Warren (Ohio) Harding
Jjunior running back Maurice Clarett has
made it official: He is committed to Ohio
State for 2002,

Clarett (6-1, 220, 4.5) told BSB he com-
mitted to the OSU coaches in person while
visiting on Junior Day Feb. 10 then went
public with the news Feb. 14

“When 1 got down to Columbus that

day, [ oomnultcd in person to Coach (Jim)
(rocruits

ing cmnlinnwr
Bill) Conley and
(running  backs
conch Tim)
Spencer,” Clarett
told BSH. “1 think
they were happy,
but  they pretty
much know | was

Humphreys ranks as the state's No. 1
junior with Clarett listed at No, 2.

For Clarett, the chance to play for
Troasel, whom he has known about since
hia childhood in the Youngstown area, was
an eany decision.

“He and Conch MeDanicls have the
name style,” Clarett said. “They bring the
same approach to the game. They aro
interested in making you botter na o per-
son and a player.

*1 know that ginee [ came to (Harding)

Coach McDaniols has turned me around

::]:?,:“ (El:‘n:n nsap I have also talked to some of

“Treasel got the job. Maurlce Clarett Coach ‘Tressels players from YSU and

I want to play in thay all say he is well-rospected by the

that kind of program * players. Everybody just loved him and
Clarett initially told severnl sources  What his program is about.”

he planned to be a Buckeye just after
news of the hiring of Treasel, the long-
time Youngstown State coach, broke on
Jan. 18.

But Clarett, who livea in Youngstown
and commutes to school in nearby Warren,
and Harding conch Thom MeDaniels
agreed that he would hold off on a formal
announcement ot least until the current
crop of high school seniors signed national
letters of intent an Feb, 7.

“I know 1 was uomg there whau Coach

nmmhm.ty came in and said Coach ‘hmal
ot that job,

“Right then, 1 stopped playing, went
home and enlled Coach MeDaniels. He
ook it from there,”

Clarett erul ’l'ultdo Rogern rumunu
backAineback oys o8
early verbal mmmnlmenu for 100&
nllhough Humphrny:’ offer remanins con-

gent on his ic atatus, In an early
survey by Ohio's Future Stars,

Even better, Clarett said he plans to
gradunte from Harding midway through
hia senior year in Decembar then enroll at
Ohio State in time to participate in spring
drills in April 2002. This 3.3 student has
19-1/2 eredita and needs 21 to graduate,

“I have to take my senior English class
over the summer,” he said, “Then, 1 will
finish up in the fall semoster. That will let
mae get in there for spring ball and really
learn their system,

“1 feol liko if I'm able to work with the
toam beginning in January, theyll accept
10 Mo s 0 than if I wait to come
in the fall. Hopofully, | can eam their trust
and get o chance to play as a freahman.”

Recruiters have known about Clarett
gince he had a spectacular but injury-
marred freashman debut at Austintown
(Ohio) Fiteh High School. He transferred
to Harding the next year, going for 1,068
yards and scaring 18 touchdowns.

This past season, injuries lmited
Clarett to 5-1/2 games. But he still fin-
inhed with over 1,000 yards and helped

OSU VS. ILLINOIS

LAST HOME GAME

and awa
Groups

Member of the Central Ohio Better Business Burcau & NATB
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K - Business accounts we come.
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Harding go 4-1 in the games in which he
waa fully healthy.

“Coach MecDaniols holped mo put the
toam first,” Clarett said. *Before 1 waa
kind of selfish, worrying about myself.
When he got here this yum' it boeamao
mare of a team concept.”

As for his running style, injuries seom
1o be the only thing capable of standing in
Clarett's way.

*“I think he brings something unique to
the field,” McDaniels said. “As o running
back, he will run away from you, over you
or malke you miss, A lot of running backs
can do two of those things, but he can do
all three.”

Clarott added, "1 feel over the last yoar
1 have really worked hard to develop a lot
of skills. I'm working hard to position
mysell 80 1 might be able to compete for o
job."

Clarett, who nlso considered Notre
Dame, will take the ACT for the first time
March 3.

Remnants From Signing Day

Here are updatos on three senior
prospocts whose status was still up in the
air after BSBY Recruiting. Wrap-Up issue
wonl Lo pross,

* Nafhan Goddard, defensive end,
Dayton Dunbar — Goddard (6-6, 260,
4.9) was still hopeful of receiving o late
offer from Ohio State, pending his acade«
mic slatus.

Goddard told Bill Kurelic of The Ohio
Football Recruiting Nows that members of
the OSU staff had told him thoy were still
interested in him if he could obtain a pass-
ing test score and meet Prop 48 guidelines,

He holds a 2.9 GPA but needed to
improve on a 16 on the ACT. He took the
SAT Jan, 27 and the ACT on Feb. 10.

Goddard made official visits to Baylor,
Cincinnati and Indiana, all of whom are
believed to have offered. But he did not
#ign with any of those schools on Feb, 7.

He had 110 tackles, 11 sacks and two
interceptions this past year,

* Gino Guidugli, quarterback, Fort
Thomas (Ky.) Highlands — Guidugli (6-
4, 205, 4.8) committed to Kentucky but did
not sign with UK after coach Hal Mumme
roaigned the day before signing day.

He has roopened his college search and
may now be considering the Buckeyes. Ho
had been recruitod ot Cincinnati by assis-
tant Joo Danicls, who was just hired by
Treasel as OSU'S new quarterbacks and
receivers conch,

Guidugli reportedly made an official
vigit to Notre Dame Feb. 15, He previous-
ly made visits to UC, UK, Virginia and
North Carolina. Mississippi State and
Illinois are also now in the running.

With his five official visita exhausted,
any trip to OSU would have to be unoffi-
cinl. He could vigit OSU as scon as the
wookend of Feb. 24.

Accarding to one source, it was unclear
whether OSU would be interested in offer-
ing Guidugli (pronounced CGa-dooley),
ranked as Kentucky's sixth overall
proapect this year by SuperProp. He was
not considered nmong the nation's top 30
quarterbacks by either SuperPrep or
Itivals 100.com Hecruiting.

As a senior, he led Highlanda to a 14-1
record and the Clasa 3A state dw.rnpn-
onship. He completed 260 of 404 passes
(645 percent) for 4,367 yards and 51
touchdowna

(om college) until March, after basketball
season is over,” hin father, Dave Guidugh,
told The Cincinnati Enguirer,

Guidugli holda n 3.8 GPA and scored an
1140 on the SAT.

* Kellen Winslow Jr., wide recolv-
er, San Diego Scripps Ranch —
Winslow (6-5, 220, 47 left everybody
wondering on signing day when he did not
make o decision,

But the son of former NFL star Kellen
Winalow finally ended the suspense Feb,
13, when he signed with Minmi (Fla) over
Michigan State and Washington, He had
oliminated Ohio State provioualy,

Winslow said Miami's Jarrett Payton,
the-son of former NFL star Walter Payton,
befriended him and that helped him settle
on the 'Canes,

More From The Trall

Two of OSUs 2000 signees discussed
their recruitment recently, Here are' view-
pointa from Canton (Ohio) GlenOunk defens
sive back Dustin' Fox and Cincinnati
Maoeller tight end Ryan Hamby. .

* Fox — The GlenOak standout told

he was very serious nbout Penn
State — until Trossel convinosd him oth-
orwise,

“I wan ready to sign with the Nittany
Lions until Coach Treasel came in,” he
said. *I've known the Penn State coach-
ing stafl for four or fiveuyears with
Derek (hia brother, a former PSU defen-
wive back),

“But Coach Treasel came in and gained
#o much ground in a month ®

overy day, from the day
he got the job up until (signing day) to let
mie know how important 1 was to the pro-
gram,” Fox said. “He was in Florida, he
gove me a call. Ho was in Kentucky, he
gave me o call”

But Penn State did not go quietly, Fox
said,

“They wero calling me all over the place
becauso they had my cell phone number,”
he said. *IT would have messages after bas-
ketball gnmes from Joe Paterno

“I'm just an 18-year-old kid and he's 73
and he's calling my cell phone to try and
get mo to come to their school. It an
hanor, It unbelievable that people took
their time to get me to come. It was inter-

Fox said the PSU coaches understood
his decision,

“(Paterno) was OK with it, a little dis-
traught,” he said. “Not ns much os (defen-
sive coordinator Tom) Bradley, who was
recruiting me. We have been really close
over the last three or four years,

“But Coach Paterno said, ‘We're still
family, That's what he said. He made that
apparent, wherever | decided to go.*

* Hamby — Hamby and his coach,
longtime Moeller mentor Steve Klonne,
were impressed with the way Tressel
assumed control of the OSU program.

“He's education first and ho empha-
sizes it,” Hamby told The Cincinnati Post.
“When he came to the house to visit, he

d like a per ble guy you could
talk to.* 5

Klonne s well-acquaintod  with
Treasel’s work at YSU.

*Treasel in vory organized,” Klonne
said, “He's won four national champi-
onahipe st Youngstown State. They hadn't
won before ho got there”

'ﬂimpn.ihablyum!mm:l‘-"

or Hamby had settlod on OSU
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after his Jan. b visit — during the period
after John Cooper's firing and before
Treasel's hiring. He had decided as much,
though, when he visited for the Nov, 18
Michigan game.

“1 was in the locker room before the
game and walked out onto the field,”
Huamby said. “That was amazing, just o
chanee to play in front of that many peo-
ple. I've always watched them growing
up and always been a fan.”

Walking On

0OSU has o commitment to become o
preferred walk-on from one central Ohio
senior and could lure another.

Upper Arlington linebacker Joo
Bradley will be on the roster in 2001 as
n waolk-on, while prolific pass.catcher
Lance Moore of Westerville South was
pondering such on offer. Here are
updntes on Lthese two playoers,

¢ Bradley — Hradloy (6-2, 210, 4.6)
played alongside OSU signee Simon
Fraser on UAs 16-0 Division 1 state
championship team.

He had anineredible 193 tacklos
aver thoso 156 games and also tallied two
interceptions, 30 tackles for loas and 10
sacks. He was o second-team All-Ohio
pick in Diviaion 1.

“Wao had lost Brett Hughes, who waa
o first-team All-Ohio kid and a two-year
atarter,” said UA coach Darrell Mayne,
“Joe is cut out of the same mold,

“Especially in our last two (playofl)
games, Joe came up unbelievably big. 1
don’t know if we would have done it
without hime

“He has great ronge and an uncanny
knack for gotting through sonms, He is
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a playmaker, He is a speed player who
can cover the field.”

Mayne said Bradley’s size may have
stopped some Division I schools from
offering him.

“People are so concerned with weight
todny, but I think he will grow into a pret-
ty good-sized kid,” Mayne smid. “That’s the
only reason | can think of why he wasn't
offered bocause he just makes plays.”

Bradley had the same offer to walk
on at schools like Penn State, Cincinnali
and Arizona.

“Growing up 10 minutea from the stadi-
um, Ohio State has always boen like a dream
to me,” Bradley said. *This just folt right.

“I would like to play linebacker. 1 know
if | grow to be 6-5, 1 could move to defen-
sive end. But I'd like to try and put on 20
or 30 pounds of strength and see what that
gels me at linebacker.”

l!mdlt'y holds a 3.0 GPA and scored o

5 on the ACT.

* Moore — Moore (5-10, 175, 4.45) is

believed to have ﬁ%wlm.i 2000 peason

wuh the second-highest single-season
scoption total in state history,

Hu caught 103 passes for 1,685 yards
and scored 24 touchdowns as South
advanced to the Division 1 playoffs,
Ashtabula Sts. John and Pauls Don
Lagoni set the stato record this year with
108 catchos,

Moore visited with the OSU coaching
stall over the weekend of Feb. 3 but did
not commit to nccepting their offer to be a
preferred walk-on.

“I haven't decided yet,” Moore said.
“They liked me. They said they really
want me to play at Ohio State. | don't
know what will happen.

T

“1 like the idea of being able to cam o
scholarship there, Any opportunity you
can get at a big school like that should just
give you extra confidence ”

Moore said he was also considering o
chance to play at perennial Division 11
powerhonse Mt. Union, His South team-
mate and quarterback, Rocky Pentello (6-
1, 185), also was
offeved  preferred
walk-on status by
the Buckeyes. He
threw for 3,245
yards and 35
touchdowns as a
senior it South.

Their  coach,
Rocky  Pentello,
the quarterback’s
consin by the samae
name, is mystified
that his two offen.
sive stars could not get any Division 1-A
offers,

“1'd aay those are two of the biggest sur-
prises I've had in 16 years of conching,”
Pentello told The Columbus Dispateh for
an articlo on his snubbed standouta Feb,
14. “1 can't understand some of the lower-
level MAC schools, espocially watching
their games.

“Manybe they dont watch their own
jgame films. 1 have and I've seen their
quarterbacka and receivers, and they
aren't as good as what ['ve got.

“These are schools that have boen at
the lower level for a while. Maybe that's
why they're at the lower lovel.”

Miscellaneous Notes
* Matt Hayes of The Sporting News

Lance Moore
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issued his signing day rankings for the
nation’s top classos,

In o surprise, Hayes listed LSU No. 1
over Flonda State, a unanimous winner
in BSB'a consensus poll of six national
exports,

Hayes' top 10 then listed Oklahoma
third, followed by Michigan, Texns,
Washington, Miami (Fla.), Tennessoe,
UCLA and Auburm,

He ranked Wisconsin 13th, Ilinois
19th, Ohio State 21st, Notre Dame 22nd
and Pittsburgh 23rd.

Hayes listed OSU's impact signees as
running back Lydell Ross, wide receiver
Angelo Chattams and offensive lineman
Adam Olds.

“The Buckeyes were on the verge of a
huge clasa before John Cooper was fired,
but new coach Jim Tressel rebounded
nicely by landing Ross -late,” Hayea
wrote,

* Winslow wasn't tho only late signee
for Minmi, which also got hometown
safety Jovonny Ward of Miami
Northwestern after signing day.

His wigning gave the "Canes six
Rivals100.com top 100 players, tying
them with LSU and Tennoessee for third
place in that catogory. Florida State led
the way with 10 Rivals100 top 100 play-
ern, while Michigan signed seven,

* Michigan already has ita first verbal
for 2002 in Detroit Martin Luther King
defensive lineman Larry Harrison (6-3,
200),

¢ OSU signee Chris Gamble, o wide
receiver from Fort Lauderdale (Fla.)
Dillard, has been selected to play in a
California:-Florida allstar game June 23
at UC-Santa Barbara,

83M IHL NO S3S14duns 340N
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Penn’s Work-Ethic Rubbed Off On Brown

Continued From Page 1

“T'm happy for those guys and some of ,

them are starting to shine a bit, espocially
a guy like Brinn, who has worked vory
hard,” Penn said recently while back in
Columbus to nurse a broken log.

“That’s what basketball is all about —
il'nabwlmnna:nguyinl.immdhlmm
ping up. I hope it continues.”

Brown wears No. 11 but he's boen any-
thing but a bad omen for the Buckeyes. He
wia thrust into the starting lineup just in
time for OSU% Final Four in 1999, his
freshman season. Last year he gradually
improved in all facots of the gnme and often
camo through on nights when Penn and
Redd didn't have their shooting eyea. Ho
mare than doubled his scoring output of 4.1
pointa per gnme as o frosh by quietly log-
ging 8.9 per game. He also proved to be
mneaky on the boards with 4.1 por game
and improved his free-throw percentage 30
points from 51.9 to o team-beat 81.9.

It also didn't hurt OSUs future well-
being that ho roomed on the road with
Penn, who taught him a lot of the tricks of
the trade,

“Being with Scoonie for n couple of
yoars, good things can't help but rub off on

you to some dogree,” O'Brien said. *Work -

ethic-wise, Brian has always played hard.

Loadership-wise, he'w different. HeW not

somebody who's going to be like pushing

guys and.being loud about it and being
vocal,

“Brian just makes his points by how he
nets,, Bomniqwuvmww!whmﬂum

wern not right. But if some of that
rubbed on Brinn, it was all positive
stulll”

Anyone who doubted that Brown eould
b an offensive Imln this  season — md
that included
wi quioted qu:rkly Ho played 34 mlnulm

the season opener with Yale and tallied
16 pointa on 6-o0f-11 shooting.

In OSU's first-round game at the Great
Alnska Shootout, Brown was unconscious,
Ho canned all nine shots, including 6 of 6
fram three-point range, mrl bumed Florida
State for 23 points, In the next game,
Brown lost his shooting touch but still
ncored o team-high 18 pointa by hitting 11
of 12 froo throws. He's gone on to score in
double i mlin‘ﬂol'f.ﬂl}'l%gnmu.

Since Brown's demoeanor never seems to
change, o roporter auked him if it was
tough or fun to have such a prominent role

perfect makeup personality-wise, ;o Brian
(being o leader) waa a no-brainer hocause it
all fits”

‘I‘haln rubbed off on me, plus [ always
try to be n positive, upbeat person.”

While Penn and Redd were known for
their moods, Brown is just the opposite.

“Ho just doos the same stufl all the time
and never changes,” marveled (O'Brien. “We
all have our moods. We all have our ups
and downs, But I've never scen o kid that
day in and day out is nlways the same like
him. He never has great highs and he nover
has any lows, so you know what you're
going to get from him and [ think that's a
real poritive,”

Onee Brown began to gain the faith of
the conching stafl as a freahman, O'Brien
inserted him in the starting lineup in time
for the NCAA Tournament in place of 6-7
forward Jon Sanderson, With Brown hawlke-
ing playors like Dotroits Kashad Phillips
and Aubum's Scott Pohlman, the Buckeyes
advaneced to the Final Four,

Lawst year, Brown often drew the tough-
eat assignment on the outside. This yoar,
even with all Brown has to do with the ball,
is no different. He just has to lead the team
in scoring while chaging around the likes of
Charlie Bell, Dean Oliver, Joe Crispin and
Frank Williama, that’s all.

*I think in the last couple of years there
wasn't a great responsibility on him to
score pointa,” OBrien said. “All the points
he got was gravy. We would go into games
talking to him about, *This is your task.
You've got to lock this guy up.'

“Now it o little bit different. Now he
has to seore and we're still asking him to
guard, Its no secret he's naked to do a lot
more beeause wo don't have the luxury of

on the team,

“I think it’s a little bit of both,” ho said.
“It's tough because you've gob to be consis-
tent night in and night out. You've got Lo go
out there and always give it your all and
have the big points, Sometimes its hard
because you can't mess up, you can't be
turning the ball over a lot or have mental
lapaes because everyone's looking at you to
make tho big play.

“You can't worry about guys hugging
you and grabbing you or what their game
plan is for you. You've just got to go out
there and play. That's what [ do”

Some pundita picked OSU, currently
third in the Big Ten at 8-5, to finish ne low
s ninth in the league without Penn, Redd
and (korge Roese, O'Brien was concernaed,
too, which is one reason he named Brown
m-.d Johnaon co-captainy way back at the

of the

"It didn't take long for O'Brien and hia
stadl to tailor the offense to both.

*1 think Brian really desorved it bocause
of what ho's accomplished on the floor,”
Orien said, *“He's got o lot more experi-
ence than anybody else and he's got the

ki body else to guard the other
mmsbmlwnmmsuy

When asked about the heavy load,
Brown simply shrugged.

““You've got to do it on both ends” he
#aid. "When you look at Seoonis, he helped
uummuchmoﬁmubuthnahophpd
great D and helped with rebounds, I'm try-
ing to be that way, too.”

The Forgotten Man?

Despite all he doos and OSU's succeas
this season, Brown often seems overshad-
owed, but he likes it when he's boen “alopt
on,” aa he calls it

“I like to be a quiet assassin,® he said. “1
don’t worry about the glamour of being an
all-star or anything like that.”

But Brown isn't too golly-gee to have
confidence in himself

“I feel I'm an talented as anybody out
there on the court when I play in the Big
Ten,” he smid. “It's a challenge to play
against so many great guards every time

out, but I feel 1 hold up to it pretty wall, -

The Big Ten ia tough. If you can do it in
this league you ean probably do it any-
where.”

EVEN KEEL = The lows are never too
low and the highs are never too high
for Ohio State guard Brian Brown.
Perhaps this is a reason why his play
has been so consistent this season.

And Brown has proved he can
excel in the Big Ten. Twice this sea-
won he has been named the league's
player of the week, nost recently
after leading OSU to upset wins
against lowa (Feb, 7) and
Wisconsin (Feb. 10).

roally a great honor,”

Brown, of course, still isn't

to make first team All-

Big Ten. With guys like Willinms,
Johnson, Crispin, Bell, Kirk
Haston, Jason  Richardson,
Marcus Griffin and Luke Recker
in the league, he'll likely have to
waiit for his senior season for that
type of recogmition.

But if the Buckeyes k
ning and hang on to third place in
the conference, somebody L going
to have to notice — even though
Brown draws rio attention to him-

soll.

“If there are any kind of indi-
vidual honors that go his way, it
will only come on the heels of our
toam (success),” O'Brien said.
“And that's fine with him because
he's the type of kid, without ques-
tim that would rnther sacrifice

1 ' 1 rﬂl‘
wameﬂlofwrum
“Ita nice to know you have a
player like that”

message boards = chat » audio & video highlights »
indepth team analysis = team gear
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Johnson
Goes Out
In Style

Center Will Leave
. As Big Ten Career
Leader In Blocks

By JEFF RAPP
Huekeye Hports Bulletin Staff Writer

How do you sum up the carcer of Ken Johnson?

' _

e

You probably start with the word “block,” but then you
realize thern is a lot more to the story, & lot more to the per-
sona of Johnson — an introspective, naturally gifted 6-11
conter from Detroit, .

You have to make mention |
of the team's succeas and real- ” ”
izo Johnson has boen a major |
part of it. Recruited o OSU by nel sominstes Hen
former head conch Randy  Solson as our cholos
Ayerw, Johnson started out 05 for OBU'e men's -
a raw signpost. Howover, he | foatisll MVP,
started 26 of 30 games out of
nead during the Buckeyes'
painful 822 campaign in 1997.98, the last in St. John
Arcna and the first under coach Jim O'Brien.

HEVIM DT

SO LONG, KENNY — Joined by his mother, Tanya (left), and his grandmother, Doris (mid-

"X

AN N
i

dle), Ohio State center Ken Johnson takes in the applause during Senior Night Feb, 22 in -

Value City Arena. i

Johnson averaged just 6.8 pointa and 4.2 rebounds
game but did hint at an ability to block shots with 68 at
timas took advantage of all the attention put on fellow frosh
Michael Redd. The next season, behind heroics from Scoonio
Penn and Redd mtldmmntmll}r inunwndpluﬁmulnm
Singleton and Johnadn, the Buckeyes fi “inl.hc'

Big Ten at 12-4, advanced all the way to the Final Four and
tiesd the school record for wins with 27,
That raiséd the bar significantly and at times in 1949-

Continued On Page 14

Tressel Shates Vision, Goals

e Lewis, Seniors
Say Goodbye

For OSU With Prep Coaches

osU  polnt EDITOR'S NOTE ~— In the Feb. 24 editlon of  wo saw them being part of &
t3. ‘lamle PEB, we provided excerpts from new O8U foot-  team and part of o family

gua o ball coach Jim Tressel's address to the Ohlo - that was going to go and seek
Lewis and fek High Behool Football Coaches Association olin- out that mission we just dis-
M e st Installusent incladed Tressels views dve
Courtney Bale, t - on We havo to have a vision
Mandy Stan- leadership and his mission statement for the mm:[rmi‘ndmwmw
hope, Amber In this second snd final installment, he - one to o trge T2
Barnes and conch discusses his vision, his three goals for The first stop toward cre-
Dana Steamns h(ﬂﬂmuud'hbdmuwhm ating an improved future —
wore. honored onds mind "the big fime. no matter where we arc at  Jim Tressel
bafore  the Il.VI.I& any point in time, the future
women's bas- Jim 'l‘l'uoela Wo have to creato a vision for mvodummlbdm-u&velomﬂmnhhtymmn

ketball team's home finale against
Northwestern Feb. 21. Lawls leaves
as OSU's carcer assists loader. For
more on the senlors, see Double
Dribble on pages 24-25.

li All the media asked us
what we did in recmnl.mu We came in late and guys
wero thinking this and thinking that,

We couldn't really say, “Heres where 1 envision
you playing,” or “Let me show you this film of what
you're going to do.”

All wo could really do was create a vision for how

gion it. We have to be able to envision what we're
going to try to do,

That was our task in recruiting. We didn't have
the pictures and our coaches were coming in from
here and there. All we had with us for the last 20 days

Continued On Page 6
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Tressel’s Goals: Graduate, Win, Positive Impact

Continued From Page 1

was Lhe vision that we tried to make real in
the minds of the young people who were

considering great places.

I couldn't #it there and say, “Ohio State
is botter than so-and-s0." Those were groat
places they were visiting. But could we try
to help them envision what it would be like,
what we wanl it to be and what they could
be a part of at Ohio State? Yes. That's the
 first stop,

That's boen thoe first step with our cur-
ront team. I've had a chance to meet with
them three times ns a team and some of
them individually, It's had nothing to do
with X's and O'%. I haven't watched one
mpol'ONoStntel'oubul.lmﬁlm )

13

ment is the only way
wo're going to achieve

hi

* Only vision allows
us to
dreams of tness

What we're doing now is
vision for what we want Ohio State football
to be, That's why 1 feel good ahout leading
off this clinic with “philosophy” because
“philosophy” is going to bo more important
than any play you're going to see today.
That I'l promise you.

Tha first step is cnn we get everyone to
envision who and what we want to be?

* Vigion will Ignite that fire of pas-
alon — There were some guys ns we sat
down and paintod our vision that ignited
thair fire and they wanted to be Ohio State
Buckeyes. Some guys didn't. That's the way
it is. When we sit down and lay out the
vigion and talk about the mission and if, all
of a sudden, their passion has been lit,
wa've got a chance.

Ifit's not lit, then they need to go to some
other extraordinary place, and that's fine,
Wo understand that. Ohlo State isnt the
place for everyone, Hopefully, it just the
plmﬂorthag\mwhowmt!}umhdm
und vision we outlined.

That fire and passion will fuel our com-
mitment. If we really believe and our pas-
sian is lit with the vision we creates, then
we'll be committed. I've been pleased na |
watch and listen and talk with our current
players at Ohio State. 1 really think they
are a committed bunch.

I think that vision helpa them light that
fire for that commitment, and that commit-

Youngstown era 3

Worhung wp e g | My prosidont at Youngstown Stato
B e it | sald goals are nothing more than droams
:’:“.1.?1"-;'3::‘.':‘“’.,:,.."2 with deadiimes. That's why people love
Pang up our pennant here | $00tbAN — there’s & deadiine. When the
ol s mmmmnmw
 The beautiful thing We elther got it done or we didn’t.”
played iEEnss E-;:gn ~ * Jim Tressel, OSU head football conch
they knew that when that first pennant  reason in our vision that every person can't

wis hung up, they had o lot to do with it,

They may have had more to do with it than

uumvhmﬂmmﬂuwdm
vision has no boundaries and

They asked me tmﬁm
rlt.uwl'm hlkknx pwp at
Ohio Stal my mind, there is no excuse
for us to not htw The
hard ones will be the ones w ve oarly
for the NFL.

But Eddie George will this

. Hels got n commitment to do that.
io G 1 think, has got enough
money that he can got along. But there iano

A_Eﬂmlly_tmnlllnn_ﬂnmaﬁ.&
2977 N High St. in Clintonville

‘

Talita’s Mexican Restaurant
Mexican Food, BROWNSville Texas Style

_262 6000

Family Reclpes, Off Street Parking, Legal Beverages,
Casual Atmosphere, Vegetarian Dishes

WE HONOR GOLDEN BUCKEYE
Luncheon Specials 11am-3pm MONDAY-THURSDAY

CLOSED SUNDAYS
PROUD TO BE IMITATED...
SORRY WE CAN'T BE DUPLICATED

strength coach, doea a great job of training
those NFL But I know going to
enjoy one of our new rules, which is going to

that degree.
Vision is what we become in life.
We talked about a mission and Wwe

at the end of the 1
starting blocks looking
at that tape. I've got to have o perfoct start
in ordor to get that done,

With that, we've coined n phruse —
although rmm“\rﬂhormwoditﬂ'wn

thero's I've ever
snid and done thats original — “Focus on
the moment.” And that is so important for
all of us.

As 1 sit down and look at the magnitude
of what we're trying to accomplish at Ohio
State or 1 look at the magnitude of how my
life changed in 20 days, dramatically, if [
uudltupmllldm-t.luntmcnam

moment
%I‘mnlﬂmml‘mamﬂw
ane of our current players, 1 have to be
focused on that very moment. I ean't think
about what went on before. 1 can't think
about that finigh line, I have to be focused
on that moment. .

soparate life
Wonndtn

You've seen it in a game. Sometimes
Ro sometimea things don't go
All T can do ia Jearn from that and

wnnttou!knboutlmuuruwlmdl}wfm
But if we handle it the right way, we can
have a tremendoualy positive impact at
Ohio State. But if we don't focus on the
moment, the task at hand, we won't.

This is a littde quote my daughter gave
me. She is an English student. She is
senior in high school. I'm recruiting her like
mad because it would cost a lot leas for her
to go to Ohio State than Comell or the
University of Chieago, which she is consid-

ering,
S}u-ﬂ.mlhouldmdudldva

each day = this is
t in mare than
nrulhlnsdu und wit down, before we get
involved in the nine million things we have
to do, and count our blessings and put
something positive into our mind.

If we would start each day and give
thanks for our blessings — man, are wo
blessed, there's not anybody in thia room
who is not blessed — we would then fill our
mind full of positive things. Then we can
step up and head through the day, focusing
on each moment. If wo do that, we've got a
chance to finish Uhe mission and hive out the
vision,

Some dayn its easier to do that and
other days it is harder, There are diays when
we're tired and beaten down a little bit and
other days when we're just naturally up.

Woe have to try each day to be thankful,
bo positive and attack the day. If wo'll do
that, we can all necomplish our vision,

His Three Basic Goals
We have talked about o mission and a
vision in broad terma. Now lot's talk about

oals.

My proaident at Yo State said
goals are nothing more dreams with
deadlines. That's why people love football
« there's a deadline. When tha game ends,
there's not a debate anymore, We either got
it done or we didn't,

That'’s why people like it. They don't like
things you can keop debating about. That's
why 1 hope one day in Division I-A we go to
a full-fledged playofl system.

1 can't wait to where, in four rounds, we
can play the No. 5, then the No. 2, then the
No. 4 and the No. 1 team in the country and
find out who's loft standing. That's the way
you do it in gvery division.

* Qur first goal is to
players with a m

uate all
‘and useful
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degree from Ohio State — But more
important, even if we don't reach that goal,
wo want to prepare them to be responsible
citizona,

Because, you know what, there are a lot
of people out there in this world who have
degroos that 1 wouldn't give a nickel for. [
wouldnt want them on my team. And
there's o lot of people out there without
degreen that [ would go to war with any day
becauso they are made of the right stufll

A degree docan't make us n great person
all of a sudden. 1 heard something during
ono of the bowl gaumes, A commaercial for one
of the schools said, "A college education
doosn't put us above anyone. It just makes
us responsible for everyone.”

I we've been blessed with o college edu-
cation, our responsibility becomes greater.
That's our

. er two, it's real simple, win
== That, too, was part of the discussion dur-
ing the interview ot Ohio State, They're
intereated in winning. We all understand
that. Thay want We want

That's our goal. anm'updqnmfhrll.
We want to win.

* The third thing is we want to cre-
ate a positive impact on our school,
our community, our great state, our

Originally Published: March 3, 2001

COVER STORY: TRESSEL SHARES HIS VISION -

great country and, as I said before, at
Ohio State we can impact the world —
We want everyone at Ohio State, students
and faculty and stafl alike, to be impacted
by our program and by our family. We want
to have a positive impact on our institution.

The world has gotten smaller with tech.
nology. 'We have a chance to positively
impact the world,

Those are our goals. Its Ihn! wimplo.

MM!MW“’GI‘MWM '

unte our players — there's a deadline before
thay leave. We noed to win — there’s a dead-
line evory Saturday. And every day, theres a
deadline on making a positive impact,

What Is Success?

What is winning and what is success?
You have two choices. One is the one that
our socioty belioves and that is the nocumus
lation of possessions, prostige, rank, how
you dreas, rings, all that. Thats what soci-
ety wants ua to believe.

Or you could choose the lntter one and
the latter ane is the one we barrowed from
John Wooden at UCLA. He said that sue-
cens is “the inner satisfaction and peace of
mind knowing I did the best I could possibly
do,” and we added these last three words,
*for the group.”

eCoaches’ chalkboards
oTraining Tables
sUrinals

oSigns .

eBenches

eMuch, much more

eLockers (Amhle s, Cris Carter’s,
Eddie George's & others)

«Unique Helmet Chair from Recruiting Room

Proceeds benefit Ohio State libraries.

For the group, for the world, for the
m,fa-ﬂwdmfwd:uﬂvaﬂmguw
the

“toam ~ whatever the group is —

family, your own family.

That was John Wooden's belief and, ns
hae said, the harder he worked on that, the
top one came true, We adopted that philos-
ophy a long time ago that succoas is, at the
xﬂ.minu,'lhwwldﬁlhbutlmld

The most miserable doys | have ever
lived through ns a dad, as a husband or as a
conch — or as anything — have been those

when I steppod back nnd said I knew I
did.n’tdnunboulmulddo.'mmdayum

miserable.

Those days when I stepped back and
aaid, "1 did the best 1 could possibly do and |
had the team and the group and the profes-
sion in mind,” those are wonderful days.

The Real Big Time

There's been a lot made of whether you
can make the jump from I-AA to the big
timo. | guess my only response to that is
that Ohio State is awesome, no question
about it, but Ohio State is not the big time.

If 1 can koop that perspective, Il be fine.

The state championship ia not the big
time, The Ohio High.School Coaches

Association Hall of Famae is not the big time.

Those ure all wonderful things and it waas

mwmﬂwmﬂwmmmﬂlm
ight.

By the way, wo need to do something
about that Hall of Fame dinner. It needs to
have a room like this. And we're guing to do
something about that.

But this is how 1 keep my perspoctive on
the big time. This is something 1 road every
moming before 1 leave to head out.

“The hall of fame is only good as long as
time shall be, But keep in mind God's hall of
fame ia for etemity. To have your name
inscribed up there is greater more by far,
than all the praise and all the fame of any
man-made star”

Ohio State is a man-made star, The Ohlo
state football championship is a man-made
star, The Ohjo conches Hall of Fame is a
man-made star.

God's hall of fame is the big time, and if
1 and we can keep that perspective and do
the things and serve, that's the way to make
God's hall of fame,

You sérve. That's what we have every
intention of doing at Ohio State.

God blesa all of you. I am proud and
humbled to be a part of you. Anything we
can do at Ohio State wo will do. Thko care.

Don’t miss this opportunity to own
authentic,
one-of-a-kind
items removed
from Ohio
Stadium during
the renovation.

French Field House
4:30 p.m.

(Immediately following Spring Game)

Register Today!

$20 Registration Fee

888-296-3827
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Offensive Line Could Be Shorthanded Come Spring

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

The numbers are probably staring
new Ohio State conch Jim Tressel and
offensive coordinator/line coach Jim
Bollman right in the face. They are:

* Three, the openings on Ohio State’s
offensive line, and

* Eight, the returning scholarship
linemen due to participate in spring
practice beginning March 31,

That meager total would not even
allow OSU to fill two full lines of schol-
arahip linemen during spring ball. Class
commitments or injuries could put the
Buckeyea in an even tighter pinch dur-
ing some practices,

The two returning starters due back
for the Buckeyes are senior center
LeCharles Bentley and sophomore left
tackle Adrien Clarke, But even they
could not be considered locks — at least
ot those positions — because of the
arrival of the new coaching stafl.

Bentley, for instance, could move back
to o guard spot — where he started in
1999 — after having trouble executing
shotgun snaps in the Outback Bowl loas.
Clarke, the new conches mny say, could
be better suited for the right tackle spot.

But that still leaves three openings —
likely at right tackle and the two guard
spota if those two stay put,

The other returnees include junior
Scott Kuhnhein and sophomores Bryce
Bishop, Ivan Douglas, Shane Olivea and
Alex Stepanovich., The eighth returnee,
senior Tyson Walter, was still waiting on
medical cloarance after missing all of
:?00 due to a mysterious infection in his

P-

Kuhnhein, Bishop and Stepanovich
figure to battle for the openings at guard,
while Douglas and Olivea would appear
to be tackle candidates,

Kuhnhein has bided his time as a
backup the last two seasons, while
Bishop redshirted this past year after
coming off Prop 48 status in 1999, By
all accounts, he worked his way into
game shape by season’s end and could
bo n force to be reckoned with thia
spring.

Douglas started the first two games of
2000 as o redshirt freshman ot left tack-
le before giving way to Clarke. Olivea
and Stepanovich served as reserves this
past senson as true freshmen,

Walter started three seasons (1997-

. 99) at left tackle before missing this past
season due to the medical concerns,

Incoming freshmen Ryan Cook, a
potential tackle, and Adam Olds, a cen-
ter by trade, will help alleviate some of
the depth problems in the fall.

BSB had a chance to catch up with
Oliven and Stepanovich to get their
insight on playing as true freshmen.

Olivea A Mountain At 315

The soft-spoken Olivea has the look
of a tackle. He is listed at 6-5, 3156
pounds, and his broad shoulders tell
you he is a load for opposing linemen to
contend with.

However, this native of Cedarhurat,
N.Y., on Long Island, knows he can't get
by just on size.

“Right now, the biggest thing 1 need to
work on is technique and knowing my
assignments,” Olivea said. "Now I'm feel-
ing a lot more comfortable in my assign-

Shane Olivea

ments and with the offense and what I
have to do,

“I just have to try and stay aggressive.
My problem in (fall) camp was 1'd have a
real nice block and then the next six
plays I would go the wrong way.

“I enjoyed playing this past year. [
learned a lot, I kind of learned the ropes.
Next year, its gningtnhen lot of fun.”

The op i for the Buckey

to be at nxhl. tackle, where Hnnry

Fleming started the last two years.
Olivea has most of his experience on the
other side but said he would go to the
right side to get playing time,

“I played left tackle in high school,” he
said, “I've played mainly right tackle
here. It's funny because I'm left-footed,
but I'm right-handed. For pass protec-
tion, it took me a long time to adapt to it.

“I'm left-footed, so that makes it a lot
oasier to kick back and do some things on
the left side. I always got into a left-hand-
ed stance. A lot of guys don't do that until
they get to college.

“But it doesn't matter to me whether
it's the left or right side, wherever I can
get in and play the carliest, I like the
right side, but I can go back over to the
left side, too.”

Oliven, Stepanovich and Bishop all
started together during freshman orien-
tation last fall, With Bentley leaving
after this coming season, it looks like
those three — along with Clarke — could
form the core of OSU's line for several
seasons Lo come

“That's nwfuﬂy ndﬂng to play with
the guys you eame in with,” Olivea said.
'Thcymbdnpn(inmlhm all over
the country. It's an udjultment pumd fur
them as well as for me. Playing wi
these guys is something I'm looking: fbr-
ward to over the next three years.

“I was just happy enough to play and
contribute this year., Right m, my th
thing ia getting my technique back
can get that back, I'll be fine. Phyliea.lly“
1 don't think there is anybody who over-

powered me.

“I think Il be all right after spring
ball and n camp. When the sea-
son rolls around, I should be fine.”

Olivea saw action in four
ing at least two series in 08 winn over
Freano State, Penn State and lowa, Now
he's looking forward to a chance to
impresa the new coaches and win a full-
time job,

“I think spring ball is where you earn
it,” he said. “Camp is where you refine it.

Alex Stepanovich

But if you don't stay on your toes, you
can also lose it in camp.”

Stepanovich: Mr. Versatlle
Stepanovich, listed at 6-4, 285
pounds, spent time at center during fall
camp ns Bentley wrestled with back
problems, But the Berea, Ohio, native
eventually settled in ns the backup to
Mike Gurr at left guard.
“It didn't bother me that much
because when you play center, you have
to learn all of the positions up front, par-
ticularly guard,” Stepanovich said. “You
have to know where the ﬂlyu around you
have to be on certain cal

“The upperclassmen have made it an
casy transition for me from center over

to
EI‘Eﬁi.n former state hnn\rywnight
wrestling champion saw action in six
gnmu as a fruh.mnn mcludlng appre-
n& Freano State,
Hm-nj (Ohlo) Penn te and lown,
'lthuboengrut he said. “I don't
know if 1 exceeded my expectations. I
have had a great time. You always try
and do something better and [ keep set-

“Do You Own An Annuity?

Are yvouconsidering purchasing an Annuity?

If the answer is *

Salomon Smith Barney.

30 insurance companies.

Howard W. Burnett

es” to either of these questions...consider

* We do more annuity business than any other brokerage firm.
« We have contracts to do business with approximately

* We can review your annuity to ensure you are
receiving a competitive return.

Invest your time before investing your money.
For more information call:

First Vice President-Investments  Second Vice President-Investments
21 E. State Street, Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 460-2639 or (800) 247-6153
SALOMON SMITHBARNEY

ting the bar higher for myself. I'm happy,
but I'm never content.”

Stepanovich seemed to make strides
all season, showing he has the mobility
:.n be an effective guard at the Big Ten
evel,

“It doesn't matter where you're at,” he
said. “If somebody is in front of you, you
always try and prove you are better than
that man.

“I never really competed against Mike
or anybody. I was just working as hard as
I could to get to that level ax a starter or
just in the lineup a little more.

“I just tried to give 110 percent in
practice and in the weight room.”

Stepanovich used his first season to
learn as much as he could about
approaching the game.

“It's n big mental game,” he said. "A
lot of guys say you have to be physically
dominant. But if you are not mentally*
strong to go along with the physical
aspect, you can fall by the wayside very

easily.

ﬁ{m come here and guys get bigger
and stronger and get better. But you're
here for a reason. You aren't here
because you sat the bench as a JV play-
er. That mental aspect goes hand in hand
with the physical.

“You've got to keep it in perspective,
work at it one day at a time and let the
chips fall where they may.”

Like Olivea, Stepanovich hopes he
can make some inroads this spring and
crack the lineup this fall,

“I'm very excited,” he said. “This is a
picture lmgiadtum I just hope I can
stay healthy and work hard and compete
for that position,

“It would be great to say that I'm
going to be somewhere (with the ones)
next spring, but you never know. I just
come in here and do my job every day.
Hopefully in the springtime there will be
a spot for me and [ can prove to the
coaches that 1 deserve it.

“But right now I'm just trying to
improve every day and work real hard,
Things don't come easily at this level.”

Keith N. Schuss

Source: 1998 MFS Annuity Managers Roundtable.

SEE HOW WE EARN IT ™

mwmu.wmm&mwmw
“SEE HOW WE EARN IT"is a service mark of Salbmon Smith Bamey Inc
© 2000 Salomon Smith Barney Inc.  Member SIPC

Amember of atigroudT™
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COVER STORY: KEN JOHNSON

Continued From Page 1

2000 the team was hurt by oxpecta-
tions, but nothing alowed down J He

mark of 19-0 and Big Ten record of 10-5
after a Feb. 24 win at Northwestern,
Picked to finish as low as ninth in the
fi , the Buckeyes, with only tho
regularseason finalo at Penn State on
Murch 3 remaining, .wmh;gnd\nm
t.om\ildmt.h.irdphu Bajue pow-
ers [linoia and Michigan State, thanks, in
part, to upsets of those teams when they
waore each ranked No. 3 in the nation.
Thambks also, of course, to Johnson, who
stood second on the team to Brian Brown in
seoring at 12.3 points per game. He was also
leading the Buckeyes with 6.9 rebounds per

undaf-m Big Ten in
g;uchwilh 16, bk
expocted to make the

gram history — 1960-64 and 1990-92, If you
refir to those times as the Lucas-Havlicok
ern and the J.J. ern, then 1999-2001 con.
celvably could be called the K.J, era,

Commly..tohmn‘nimmnnimpmm

you,
achievement, most of it

Originally Published: March 3, 2001

KJ No Longer A Secret

With at least three games left to play In his collegiote career,
Ohlo State center Hen Johnson stands fifth on the list_of the
NCAA's alktime shot blockers, Johnson has o good chance to fin-
Ish his career in fourth place, with an outside shot at third, Here
is how the top 10 plays out,

Playet School Yoars Oames Blocks
Adonal Foyle Colgate 199597 87 492
Tim Duncan Wake Forest 199497 128 481
Alonzo Mourning Georgetown 198002 120 453
Lorenzo Coleman Tennessee Tech 108497 113 497
Keon Johnson Ohlo State 19968-2001 124 434
CaMn Booth Penn Stte 199699 114 428
Theo Ratliff Wyoming 1902.05 111 4258
Eton Thomas Syracuse 1997:2000 122 424
Rodney Blake St. Joseph's 198588 116 419
Shaquille 0'Neal  LSU 1080.92 20 412

Johnson's career also has included lota of
individual -

message boards » chat = audio & video highlights «
insdepth team analysis « tleam gear

week, Could first-team
All-Big Ten hmb.
expected to
announced, March B, bo
far behind?

Long Path Yo
Groatness

How do you npproci-
atql{;:;.!oblm‘am

existonce in the game of A 52-40 SPLIT — Buckeye ter Ken Joh

of 1096
'I'ha. next year ho dull.'wilh O'Brien's

! in p nearl
quitthnbumfmn‘mum(}'ﬂrimuk{
“because | was on him so much.”

did 8o during the summer

- got acclimated to college life,

easily walked into my office und said, You're
right, I don't want to listen to stufl any-
more. And I would have said, T understand'

Johnson admitted that he was close to

didn't even understand basketball,” he
said. *T just knew that Coach wanted a lot
and there were many timea I folt like, ‘Well,
this ien't me.' But I just folt that if 1 stuck
with it that someday something was going
to hay that waw positive.”

John! statistical improvement from
your to year i no necident (seo graphic,
mﬁlﬁ).mmly&wmu]tdhndm

tenacity. Asked to step up his game
offensively, haned his hook shot and is
shooting nt a career-beat 67.0 percont clip.

drives to the basket between Illinois defenders
Marcus Griffin (52) and Sergio MeClain (40).

it'n ineredible where ha has come
from — ha deserves all the eredit”
O'Brien’ said.

“The whole concept of this leading
the Big Ten in blocked shota is off the charts
for me. Ho's come r

Johnson was o warm-and story for
roporters when he petitioned the NCAA for

scribo naked O'Brien recently. "No," anid the

eonch.
“Anyone close?™
. "No*

Doctor Denlal

How do you rate Ken Johnson the defen-
sive intimidator?

You watch in complete awe and d
ment, then you realize he's putting up

Duncan

Johnson has it all when it comes to
hlocking shots — strong intuition, timing
groat leaping ability and a lithe and long
body with powerful arms that stretch to the
eounty line. Most of all he puts his heart
and soul into defonse, ?

:
£
i
£
g
:
]

“And we haven't had any real input on
this stufl. He's done it. It's been all him. The
thing we always talk to him about
eumstance, We tell him, You don't have to
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*Thiough games of Fab, 24,

» i N 0

| WD WARIPPISORE 1O W e

Season G4S MinAvg. FG FOA l?ﬂ Pct. Off, Dol m.m PEDQ AT

10071008 3026 B11270 70 162 488 O O 000 45 73 G616 54 73 12742 1057 16 42 58 90 20388
19981990 3636 051264 08 188 621 O 0 000 35 72 486 60124 20457 1021 8 30 100 11 23164
10002000 3030 886206 04 170 553 O O 000 47 74 635 70112 18261 883 © 35 161 5 23678
20002001* 2828 831207 131 230 570 O 0 000 B1 114 714 55130 19469 702 23 65 115 12 343123
Caroer 124120 3478:28.0 402 780 536 O O .000 208 333 625 250 448 707.5.7 36543 66 181 434 37 10124.2

“But we're hard on him becavse wo tell
him to be careful and that he doesn't have
to go for everything, and yet when someons
scores on him underneath we're yolling st
him, ‘Why didn't you go block it? *

But that hasn't happened too often.
Johnson isn't quite on the pace of last sea-
son, whon hia 6.4 rejections per gamo led
uumwm,ha!hohulwlduphuarthm
mmmmmmmpmut

One of the firt teams to learn the hard
wiy waa St. John's, The Red Storm tried to
nttack Johnson in the 1999 NCAA South
Hegional final snd sow seven of ita ghots sent
back. Johnson also scored 12 points as the
Buckeyes clinched a spot in the Final Four.

COME HERE, BIG GUY — Ohio State
Johnson
following the Buckeyes' 63-61 victory over
Illinois Feb. 22, In their four years togeth-
er, O'Brien has watched Johnson develop

coach Jim O'Brien embraces Ken

into a lethal defensive presence.

Last year, Johnson set an OSU gingle-
game record with 11 blocks in another win
over the Johnnies at Madison Square
Gardon,

'\\'Tlemthmumnarhblo. St
John's conch Mike Jarvis said earlier this
season. “He's been given some very special
gifta, Obvioualy he has incredible timing
and leaping ubility, llv‘-juntnml.dufuv
sive player.”

Another well-respected conch, Coppin
State’s Fang Mitchell, got an up-closé look
at Johnson in the

in a league (tho MEAC) where we have a
kid (6-9 Tarvin Willinms of Hampton) who
hlocks about five a game, so I've seen some
of our shots sent back like that
bd'um Mitchall said.

1. pw Mi ta's
Duatylb‘dmimdlawn'lwa
Evana both tried to foul Jo

“When he comes out of the game il seems
like the big guys down there (on the other
team) get anything they want. But when
he's in the game I'm like, Yeah, Ken's in
there, Ikmmﬂmnmmmmwmgu
up against Kenny'

Heart Of A Glant
uundnywmwmmeJmmm
?

‘ou start by secing the sensitive side,
the one that likes to draw and play the
pinno as muoch as yell “Rejection!™ after o
patented block.

Johnson is unusually quiet, artistic and
God-fearing for his young age but is becom-
ing a more self-confident man. He even
plans to play a song on his keyboard at the
team's postscason

Onee almost too shy to make it through
n media interview, Johnson even has

out, to no avail. Wisconsin's Andy
Kowake also tried to break his
spirit, but when the game was on
the line at OSU Feb. 10, Kowske
could only pump fake and get rid
of the ball with Johnson hovering
over him.

“I definitely think that he
changes the mind-set of the play-
ers when they got in and around
the lane," UW coach Brad
Soderbery said afterward, *I have
Just really come to reapect the
impact that a shot blocker can
have on the game. The impact is
remarkable. Sometimes he has no
chaneo to block the ahot but the

" thought of him baing there is n
finctor”

Johnson's tepmmates somo-
timos are the most impressed.

*1 understand how important
he is every time ho gets subbed
out of the game,” Brown said,

KEVIN DVT
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b a forceful loader at times this sea-
son and has relished hin role of co-captain
with Brown. He also has shown an appre-
ciable amount of grit {n a season when his
post presence is more vital than ever to
O8L's chances.

“They run big body after big body after
big body at Kenny, and he'w got to stay in
there and take them all on,” OBrien said.

Johnson started the season at 238
pounds but has dipped below 230 during
Big Ten play.

“The year has boen really tough physie
cally,” Johnson said, *I'm gotting a lot more
mtnutumdl'mdobl;nh(mmmmin(
and everything, It's definitely tiring.”

Johnson has eaten his share of elbows
and absorbed plenty of forearms in the back
but trudged on just the same. He played
down the stretch of the erucial home win
ovor Wisconain with n painful calf musclo
pull.

“He's tough,” guard Brent Darby said.
“Moat guys probably would have aaked the
coach to come out but he wanted to stay in

there because ho knew how important he is
to ua, That's the way you want your big guys
to be”

But there's no doubt that behind the on-
court gnarls and shouts is a lovable, near-
1y T-foot teddy bear.

That was most evident on Senior
Night — Johnson's second one, ns it
turned out = as he was honored just
before the linols game with Doris and
his mother, Tanya.

“I'm going to try to hold everything in
beeausa I don't like seeing my mom and
grandma ery,” he said the day before the
game, “Theyll definitely be erying so I'm
going ta try not to look at them.”

It didn't matter. The emotional out-
pouring from the crowd alone got to
Johnson, who had to wipe moist eyes while
standing at conter court.

Aslkeed to describe his foelings afterward
he suid, *When 1 looked back and thought
about how much God has bleased me, 1
muld not help but cry. I ean't even sum it

up.

Gnﬂamly.!ohnmhnnlutlnlmkhck
on, maybe ag much as anyone in college
baskotball today.

“He's just been able to experience a lit-
tle bit of everything," O'Brien said. *He
experienced a horrific soason when we won
vight games his first year. He's experi-
enced a Big Ton championship and the
Final Four. nyod with experienced,
good players and he's played with guys
that are not perceived to be as good. He's
seen uys get in trouble and ho's seen guys
be friendly with each other. Ho's witnessed
an awful lot.”

It's hard for OSU fans to believe the
ride is almost over. That goes double for his
teammates,

“I'm going to’ miss him next year
because I love playing with him and ho's
such a great person,” Brown said. *He
means n lot to us,

“He's going to be deeply missed after he
leavea” v

How do you appreciate Ken Johnson?

You root for him like erazy every time
he takes n shot or swats one awny, you
wipae the tear out of your eye when he doeas
ot his farewell, you wish for yet another

year.
How do you sum up the career of Ken
Johnson?
You wish there were n hundred more
stories like his.

ALL BLUE JACKETS
All Other Events

t and awa
Groups

Member of the Central Ohio Better Business Bureau & NATB

We buy and sell all OSU tickets — home
, season and individual
K- Business accounts welcome.

ames.

ﬂ 614~457-1122 « 800-933~7773

or visit our web site at

www.bluechiptickets.com

2941 Kenny Rd., Ste. 205

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN March 3, 2004 + 15




