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Fast Finish;

Great Start

Tressel’s First Recruiting Class
Comes Together In Final Week

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Hports Bulletin Editor

Jim Tressel had been the Ohio State
football conch for only a few days when
it hit him exactly how diffieult — not to
mention important — it would be to fin-
ish the 2001 recraiting season on o
mtrong note.

“l know in the first four or five days 1
win here [ think | was hoping we would
just reach double digits Gn signees),”
Tressel told reporters ot his national
signing day press conference Feb, 7. %1
thought we'd be lucky to do that.

“1 was confident we would do the best
we could do. How good that would be 1
didn't know, Thaty why T just put my
head down and went.

“But to finish hike this is o credit to
everybody here ”

The Buckeyes ended up with 17
signees in their 2001 recrutting class,
firming up verbal commitments from ns
many as cight players in the final woeek,

Practically everything went OSU's way
on sigming day as Florida running back
Lydell Ross  and  Ohio  standouts
Muurice Hall and Dustin Fox all com-
mitted to OSU and signed with the
Buckeyes.

The only negative wan the defection
of Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy
offennive linoman Alphonao Townsend
to Michigan State. But Tressel was
happy with the players he and his stafl
wore able o sign.

“It's a great day here at Ohio State
and we are proud to announce an out-
standing group of young people who
have thoroughly impressed our coaches
with their character nnd desire to be
great youny people on and off the field,”
Tressel suid.

Tressel took over as the OSU coach
on Jan, 18 after the search for John
Cooper's successor stretched over two
woeks, On the doy he was hired, O5U
had 11 commitments, although two of

Continued On Page 8

PSUWALL
T phots by DARIELL DAWSON
LAST-MINUTE CALLS —
Three high school play-
ers picked OSU on
signing day. Above,
Columbus Brookhaven's
Maurice Hall, pictured
with his father, Reuben,
smiles after signing with
the Buckeyes. At left,
Canton (Ohio) GlenOal’s
Dustin Fox telephones
OSU conch Jim Tressel
with his  decision.
Florida running back
Lydell Ross also selected
08U on signing day.

BSB’s 2001 Recruiting Wrap-Up Edition

Inside BSB’s Recruiting Wrap-Up edition:

* Tressel adds LSU’s Mel Tucker to his staff (Page 7)
¢ National recruiting experts give OSU, Tressel

ST W LWAGE N

HIS FIRST CLASS — OSU head conch Jim Tressel
met with the media Feb. 7 to share details on his
first recruiting class, Tressel and his staff signed 17
players.

high marks (Pages 10-11)

e Recruiting coordinator Bil Conley discusses this
year's effort (Page 12)

e A look at how the rest of the Big Ten and Notre
Dame fared this year in recruiting (Pages 14-16)

* BSB tracks where Ohio’s top prospects landed
(Pages 18-19)

s Recruiting Outlook: Fox, Hall, Ross all commit to
the Buckeyes on national signing day (Pages 20-23)

» An early look at the top underclassmen in Ohio
and nationally (Pages 24-27)

s Complete bios on OSU’ 17 signees (Pages 28-29)

o A recap of the BSB Hot 25, where OSU signed six
players (Page 30)

¢ A profile on OSU signee Mike Nugent, a kicker
from Centerville, Ohio (Page 31)
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Tressel Gets
Job Done
In Florida

T

Continued From Page 1

them — Fox and Ohio wide receiver
Angelo Chattams — were wavering,

At the same time, many of the key
prospects OSU was  atill recruiting
began to look elsowhoere.

“When there was a little lull there,
there were some questions coming up,
like, ‘Is Jim Tressel going to be a great
finisher there? "™ said Bill Kurelic, who
tracks OSU recruiting for The Ohio
Football Reeruiting News, “I don't think
there is any question that he ended up
showing hoe is n great finisher. He closed
the door.”

In the end, Tressel and his stofl suc-
ceeded in koeping Chattams and Fox,
They also went to Florida and brought
back three of that state's top 35 players
in Ross, wide recoiver Chris Gamble and
defensive lineman Quinton Thomas, For
good measure, they lured in Kentucky
lineman Marcus Green, a top-five player
in the Bluegrass State, and kept native

™

Football players who have signed letters of Intent
from The Ohlo Football Recrulting News for the Ohlo players and All-American honors listed.

to play college football at Ohlo State, with rankings as overall prospects

*-Already enrolled at Ohlo State.

SuperPrep JUCO All-American (top 100),

TOFRN
Rank  Player Pos, HL. Wt. High School : All-American Honors
1 Redgle Arden LB 65 228 Ironton, Ohlo RR100, G&W, PFR, PS, SP
7  Angelo Chattams WR 511 185  Dayton ullenne RR100, PFR, PS, SP
—  Ryan Cook oL 67 205  Martinsville, Ind.
* 3 Dustin Fox DB 60 185 Canton (Ohlo) GlenDak aaw, sp
L] Simon Fraser DE 65 2850 Upper Arington, Ohlo RR100, G&W, PFR, PS, SP
— Chris Gambile WR 62 180 Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard sP
—_ Marcus Green DL 63 300  Loulsville (Ky.) Male
4 Maurice Hall R8 510 180 Columbus Brookhaven RR100, G&W, PFR, SP
24 Ryan Hamby TE 64 245  Clnclnnatl Moeller
35 Mike Nugent K 510 165  Centerville, Ohlo 2
- L Adam Olds c 65 270 Dublln {Ohlo) Coltman PS
-— Jala Ritey RB 62 188 San Diego Mission Bay SP
— Lydell Ross RB 60 208 Tampa (Fla.) Galther G&W, PFR, SP
22 Brandon Schnittker FB/LB 61 255 Sandusky (Ohlo) Perkins
- Quinton Thomas 65 265 Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard
17 Andree Tyree pL 63 280  London, Ohlo
_— Chrls Vance* WR 62 188 Fort Scott (Kan,) Comm, College SPJUCO

Alk-American Honors Key: RR100, Rivals100.com Recrulting (top 100 nationally); G&W, G&W Recrulting Report (top 100);
PFR, Tom Lemming's Prep Football Report (top 168); PS-PrepStar Dream Team (top 120); SP, SuperPrep (top 288); SP-JUCO,

son Hall, a 3,000-yard rusher from near-
by Columbus Brookhaven, ut home.
The Buckeyes ended up with a class
ranked 14th nationally in BSB's consen-
sus poll of reeruiting experts. Kurelic
rated OSU No. 3 in the Big Ten behind
Michigan and fast-closing Penn State.

Get the most accurate information on gext season's top high
school prospects in Ohio and OSU's 2001-2002 recruiting class

Bill Hunelic’s

OHIO FOOTBALL
RECRUITING NEWS

2000-2001 Wrap-up Issue - Mailed In Late February!
20017-2002 “Early Bird Issue"” - Mailed in May!

Buckeye recruiting is our specialtyl We are the gnly publication
devoted entirely to OSU recruiting and the gnly ong that profiles,
interviews, and pictures in and out-of-state potential Buckeyes.

@ /nfo on over 100 Ohio players, “Featuring* the top prospects
@ Profiles of prospects across the country OSU is recruiting
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The 05U class included nine SuperPrep
All-Americans, players picked among
the top 2856 nationally,

“We knew we were running from
bohind,” Treasel said. “Having o two-
week hiatus there, when a guy’s got five
good opportunities, he is looking for rea-
sons to eliminate them. We gave some of
them reasons to eliminate us.

“The fact we had o transition going
on and we were getting started late with
some people was overcome by o tremen-
dous team effort,”

The new coach gave credit to his
Enl‘ﬂ;lm wtafl of soven full-time nssis-

“1 can't thank our stalf enough,” he
said, *They burned the midnight oil the
last three weeks. 1 think they have
brought to us o great group of young
men, and we can't wait to start working
with them in August.”

One national expert said Tressel’s
retention of recruiting coordinator Bill
Conley, who had served in that capacity
for Cooper much of the last 10 years,

w;m instrumental in OSU's strong fin-
ish.

“Keeping Bill Conley was the key”
said Tom Lemming of linois-based
Prep Football Heport. "He was the glue
that kept it all together, That was true
not only in state but also down in
Florida, where they got their out-of-
state guys. Those wero Bill Conley's
recruits.”

Likewise, Tressel also praised Conley
for his efforts,

“Bill Conley headed up the attack as
the recruiting coordinator,” he said,

we began on Jon. 18 with time

“When
running out, he put us in the right divec-

tion.

*Then the folks who hit the road,
(holdover nssistants) Jim Heacock and
Tim Spencer, they helped lead the
charge. Then the new guys on our stafl
came in and hit the ground running.”

Answering The Questions
As always, reporters from around
Ohio descended on Columbus on signing

Blumen
Garten

*Roses, Fresh Daily

»Silk Arrangements
*Holland Flowers
*Hawaiian Flowers
*Balloons and Fruit Baskets
*Weddings and Funerals

Hours: M-F 8-7, Sai. 8-6, Sun, 11-4
4687 Reed Road at Henderson

*Scarlet & Gray Ribbons & Bows!

WE DELIVER!
451-1299

451-2064 (FAX)
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day. Tressel faced tough questions from
the group on a wide variety of topics,
including the following:

* How OSU was able to hold on to
Chattams, who visited Purdue, and
Fox, who saw Ponn State — “We felt
liko we had to close the gap o little bit
and do the things that interested them
and tie in with why they had picked
Ohio State in the past,

“When they sat back and thought
about it, I'm sure it was the Horseshoe,
the acadomic tradition, being close to
home and 99 other reasons,

“When change happens, it sometimes
mukoes you think o little. But in the ond
they did what they wanted to do in their
heart.”

* On the challenge of recruiting as
a Divigion I-A head conch after spend-
ing the lnst 16 yoears as the coach at
Division I-AA Youngstown State — “It
was fun, | love competition, Wherever you
are recruiting, you're recruiting like mad.
It isn't any easier to recruit at Youngstown
State than it is here. It's neat carrying
arcund this flag. When you're carrying
around the Ohio State banner, il is neat
who you get to talk to.”

* On not awarding as many as 11
other available scholarships — “The
problem that would have been created ia
if we hod given out over 20. We only
have 12 seniors this coming year. We
feel strongly about the talent pool in this
next recruiting class, We didn't want to
be going out there with 14 or 15 scholar-
shipa. This helps our balance.”

* On not recruiting a quarter-
back in this class — “I'm not o guy
who believea you have to recruit o gquar-
terbock each year. Wo have four guys on
campus, three of which have some
youth. That never came up as o discus-
sion item since I've beon hore.”

* On closing the class with the
homotown kid in Hall — “I think
Maurice was u key guy for a lot of rea-
sons. You start with that GPA. Then,
he's ot Brookhaven. Those 3,000 yards
don't hurt, either. And then you have
just the kind of kid he is.

“He is o guy that cares about other
people. The last couple of times he called
me, he was calling about friends of his
he wanta to got up here. He wasn't call-
ing me about what he needed, how many
carries he'd get or who else we wero
recruiting. That's why he's so special,”

* On whom he expects to play in
the first year — 1 know in talking to
every one of them they intend on coming
in and competing right away. But it will
come down to how they adjust and how
they learn our system. We don't really
know the answer to that because we
haven't even built our system yet.®

Speaking Individually

Here are eoxcerpts of what Tressel
hlml to say about several of OSU's new
Signees:

* Redgie Arden — “He is a big guy
out of Ironton, Ohio. He is a linebacker
with tremendous range, speod and hit-
ting ability, T know he'll do n great job
there.”

* Angelo Chattams — “He is o big-
play guy from over at Dayton
Chaminade. He's just an outstanding
guy from right down the road. It's
important to us that guys like that
become Huckoyes.”

* Ryan Cook — "He mentioned to
us that he had scholarship offers in
football, basketball and track, He wears
o size 18 shoe and can throw the discus
177 feet,”

* Dustin Fox — “He is a free safoty
with tremendous othletic ability. He
has great explosion, great vertical jump
and plays the ball well. 1 know (new
dofensive coordinator Mark) Dantonio
is especially excited that Dustin Fox
will continue the legacy.

“I think he will be the sixth member
of his family to play Big Ten football,
We're excited that Dustin Fox has cho-
sen to be a Buckeye.”

# Chris Gamble — “Whon we first
started discussing him, somebody told
me, ‘Do you remember Terry Glenn?
He's a lot like him.' | said, "Let's go. Let's
go get him." He was a guy when we
talked to coaches arcund the country,
you always got raised eyebrows when
they heard you were recruiting him.”

* Maurice Hall — “How someone
can rush for 3,000 yards is mind-bog-
gling to me, He is a quality guy. He can
run the football and catch it. But I know
Coach Spencer has also talked to him a
lot about being a pasa protector.

“Every time I talked with Maurice
Hall, he was an upbeat guy, Deep down,
I always felt he wanted Lo be an Ohio
State Buckeye. We were happy he
anneunced that. | would have preferred
it mt 7:30 this morning, but tests and
things like that take precedent. He had
o lot of things tugging at him.”

* Mike Nugent — “We lost a great
kicker (Dan Stultz) and you love to have
competition at every position. We think
he can come in and compete for a job
right away.

“He played quarterback and was
also the captain of the football team.
That tella me he is a lot more than just
a apecialist.”

* Lydell Ross — “This is a guy who
impreased ua all. He rushed for 2,600
yards and also caught the ball. He's a
3.4 student. He just has a glow about
him. He's an outstanding young man
and | know he's excited to be a
Buckeye.”

* Chris Yance — “He is already on
campus here as a junior college trans-
fer, He is o hardworking guy. | am
impressed with what I've seen of him so
far in our winter program. He also
catches punts and kicks, He seems to be
o dtrong young man.”
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One of the greatest things about being 2
Buckeye fan is remembering the great players
of the past._and at the Ohio State Universiy,
we have had mare than our fais shate.
(elebrate these memories by collecting hwo
of the Lutes prints authorized by the Okio

Sute ey

Wt i Ot Spebmam, Jack Totum, and Randy Gradishar, theee of Ok State's greaest
delesive players trom fhe past, were on fhe same team and tacking 2 mesber ol that
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Bowden Gets His Due From Recruiting Experts

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Bports Rulletin Editor

Thero is football recruiting and then
there is Bobby Bowden football recruiting.

The venerable Florida State coach and
his staff again showed why they run the
game's preeminent program right now by
clearly winning the national recruiting
battle for 2001,

FSU received all six first-place votes in
BSB's consensus poll of national recruit-
ing experts, taking the title easily over
second-place Michigan and third-place
LSU. Ohio State ended vp in a tie for 14th
with USC (see graphic).

“Florida State complotely dominated
the scone at the end,” said Allen Wallace
of Californin-based SuperPrep. “They won
in o landslide,

“They signed nine of the top 16 players
in Florida, Then they went to Californin,
Georgin, Minnesota — wherever they
wanted to go — and got the players they
wanted. It was an amazing effort.”

When the dust had settled on national
signing doy Feb, 7, Florida State had
signed 10 of Rivals100.com Recruitings
national top 100 players (see graphic,
page 11).

Included- in that were signing-
day announcements mﬁduv defensive
back Jerome Carter, Florida linebacker
Willie Jones and..
Kentucky running
back Eric Shelton. -

“They nlwnorl
close strong,” said
Rick Kimbrel of
Californin-baged
PrepStar  maga-

ine, “It's almost
like they sandbag
people to make a
big splash on sign-
ing day. Its almost  Eric Shelton
like they orches-
trate it. I wrote on Sunday night beﬁma
signing day that they were still waiting on
wix of our Dream Team players (national
top 120) to decide and they all came in.*

Other notables to pick FSU from the
Rivals100 list included Californin corner-
back Dominic Robinson, Florida linemen
Chauncey Davis and Ron Lunford,
Minnesota quarterback Joe Mauer,
Florida receiver Craphonso Thorpe,
Florida defensive back Gerard Roas and
Georgin lineman Eric Broe.

Mauer, USA Today’s national offensive
player of the year, was among five FSU
signoes selected to that newspaper's 48-
maon AllLUSA team. The others were
Shelton, Thorpe, Carter and Robinson,

“Ihey signed three All-American quar-
torbacks with Mauer, (Florida's) Adrinn
McPherson  and  (Georgin's) Matt

Henshaw,” Wallace said. “Joo Maver muy
go and play bascball, but he'could always
come back like Chris Weinke did.”

In the days leading up to signing day,
it appeared that the race was wide open
between several schools, But Tom
Lemming of [linois-based Prep Football
RepunmidhuhadFSUmdnllnlm

“They were unbelievable at the end,”
he said. “Everyone was saying Oklahoma
or LSU was going to be No. 1, but | kept
saying, “Watch out for Florida State."™

“That run was just amazing,” added
Rivals100.com’s Jeremy Crabtree. “The
only guy they lost at the end was (Ohio
running back) Maurice Hall, and they
weren't expecting him anyway, I think
everybody figured he'd end up at Ohio
State all along.”

FSU became the second unanimous
winner in the six years of BSB's consen-
sus poll, joining Texas' class from 1999,
The Sceminoles spoiled in-state rival
Florida's shot ot a unanimous title lnst
)‘eu.r. garnering one of the six first-ploce

Mu:hiclm won the hghm coOnsensus
poll race 3-2 over UCLA in 1998, while
Ohio State (1996) and Florida State
(1997) were comfortable winners,

The Wolverines held off LSU for sec-
ond place this year behind the signing of
seven Rivals100.com top 100 players.

“Michigan got g;wu everywhere,
including three USA Today first-tonm
guys in (Michi DB} Erneat Shazor,
(Pennsylvania DB) Marlin Jackson and
(Michigan RB) Kell Bnrl.h,, said Phil
Grosz of Rrenmr ania-based - GEW

effort, see the Big Ten roundup on pages
13-156.)

LSU conch Nick Saban attacked his
first full recruiting effort with the Tigers
head on. He landed six Rivals100.com top
100 players, including in-state stars tight
end Marcus Spears, defensive tackle
Marquise Hill, wide receiver Michael
Clayton and offensive linemen
Whitworth and Rudy Niswanger.

*Nick Saban did an incredible job*
CGrosz snid. *They put a picket fence
around Louisinna and got nine of the
state’s top 10 kids. The important thing is
that four of those guys were among the
top three at their position in the country.”

Wallace added, *What they did was
absolutely amazing. He has ited that
whole situation in an incredible fashion,
R.lghtmw Nick Saban is one of the top

young conches in Amnﬂu\ with Rick
Nmalwml and Bob Stoops.”

There were some raised oyebrows n
yoar ago when Saban left Michigan State
for the lucrative job at LSU — and he did-
n't take any of his M5SU nasistants with
him. But the move paid off,

Recruiting News Rec i Florkda State
1 Flarida State 1 Florida State 2 Michigan
2 Michigan 2 Okilahoma 3 © Texas
3 Lsu 3 Lsu 4 Lsu
4 Oklahoma 4 Michigan L] Miami (Fla.)
] Toxas 5 Texns 6 Tennosses
] Minml (Fla.) 6 Washington T Oklahoma
" g Tennessee T Miaml (Fla.) a8 UCLA
8 Washington 8 Tennessee 9
] Nobrashka 2 UCLA 10 (tie) OHIO STATE
10 UCLA 10 Nebraska 10 (tie) USC
PHIL GROSZ TOM LEMMING ALLEN WALLACE
GAW Recrulting Report Prop Football Report SuparProp
1 Florida i Florda State 1 Florida State
2 Texas 2 Michigan 2 Lsu
3 Lsu a3 Lsu 3 Michigan
4 Michigan 4 Toxns 4 Texas
] Oklahoma 1 Tennosseo 5 ‘Washington
6 Washington 1] Oklahoma L] Oklahoma
7 Miami (Fla.) 7 Miaml| (Fla.) ' 4 Nobraska
] Tennessea 8 Washington L] Virginia Tech
9 UGLA 9 Clomson 9 ucLa
10 Clemaon 10 Wisconsin 10 Clomson
NA RECRUITING EXPERTS CONSENSUS POLL
{Detarmined by votlng points; First-place votes in parentheses)
1 PFlorida State (6) 60 ) 6 w 24 | 12 Clamson 4
] a0l 7 Miami (Fla.) 23 | 12 Virginla Tech 3
3 L a8 | 8 Tennassoe 21| 13 Wisconsln 1
4 Texas a9 UCLA 11 | 14 (tie) OHIO STATE 0.8
L] Oklahoma 36 |10 Nebraska 7 | 14 (o) USC 0.5

“When Saban got there, he brought in
a Southern stafl,” Lemming said. “That
was really, rullymn.']‘lwywmahlom
hold on to everything in their own state.”

Texas came next with three
Rivala100.com top 100 players, including
in-state standouts running back Cedric
Benson, lineman Jonathan Scott and line-
backer Derrick Johnson,

“They took seven offensive linemen
and they all look to be good ones," said
Crabtree, whose Rivals100.com service is
based in Texas.

Speaking of Texas, that is where
Oklahoma
fresh off a nation-
al championship
~— did someo

ing that state’s top
player in defen-
sive lineman
Tommie Harris of Tommie Harris
Killeen.

Harris was one of five Rivals100 top
100 players to sign with OU, joining fel-
low Texas stars wide receiver Brandon
Jones, defensive end Jonathan Jackson
and running back Donta Hickson na well
as Lovisiann quarterback Brent Rawls,

“They got back into Texas and got

* wome really good kids, including Tommie

Harris,” Grosz said. “Some say he was the
best player in Texas and the best defen-
#ive lineman in the country.®

Washington, with three Rivalal100 top
100 signees, came next at sixth in the con-
sensus poll. The Huskies, with Neuheisel
calling the shots, bagged Florida receiver
Charles Frederick, Ilinois quarterback
Casey Paus and in-state receiver Roggio
Willinms, who spurned Michigan.

One of the nation's higgest success sto-
ries was at Miami (Fio.), where the 'Canes
still pulled in the nation's seventh-runked
closs despite the- 11th hour departure of

head conch Buteh Davis to the NFL'a
Cleveland Browns, Assistant Larry
Coker, n former Ohio State assistant, was
elevated to the top spot, and Minmi held
on to oll of ita key prospects,

Minmi inked five HRivalsl00 top 100
players, including New York lincbacker
Leon Williams, Delaware defensive tackle
Orien Harris and Florida defonsive back
Antrel Rolle.

“They got o great closs despite losing
Butch Davis,” Groaz said. “They got Leon
Williams away from Penn State late in

the game.
“How they do it just blows my mind.
Thay play in o dump ot the Orange Bowl
and they don't get anybody to their
games. But lhay do have n big attraction
in South Beach.”

“They kept the class together with the
threat of everything going on in the last
few duays,” Kimbrel said. “They lifted
Frank Gore from Ole Miss and rur.lmmod
Kevin Everett from Texas, They got Orien
Harris, who was our No. 2 defensive line-
man in the country,

“They fought off the disaster of Davis
Iuvu::ln late, I..nnyColwrm ugmdmp-
tain of that ship to keep things together.

Tennesses got six Rivalal00 ph_wn
but finished eighth in the consensua poll.
The Vols nailed down two of the top four
players on that list in California line-
backer Kevin Simon (No. 2) and Georgin
running back Jabari Davis (No. 4),

UCLA, finishing ninth, signed four
Rivala100 players, The key name was
Californin safety Matt Ware.

“They did pretty well, although they
lost (in-state USA Today national defen-
#ive player of the year) Shaun Cody to
USC at the last minute,” Grosz said.

Nebraskn, never known for having top-
ranked recruiting classes, rounded out
the consensus poll top 10, True to form,
the 'Huskers did not have a single player
on the Rivals100 top 100 list,

The following are comments from each
of the six ex used in the consensus
poll on Ohio State's recruiting effort.
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Kurelic

Bill Kurelie of Dublin, Ohio-based The
Ohio Football Recruiting News ranked
085U 17-man class third in the Big Ten
and 16th nationally.

“The way things finished at the end,
that was borderline spectacular,” Kurelic
said. *They had four guys they were after
and got all four.”

Kurelic noted the importance of new
heand coach Jim Tressel retaining recruit
ing coordinator Bill Conley.

“{Conley) had been working on those
players for over n year,” Kurelic said.
“They started recruiting o lot of them
prior to I.Imr]u.mnr season. They had a lot

of continuity with him st g on board. 1
thought Tim Spencer md Jun Heacock
were instrumental as well,

“Mark Dantonio came in and helped
out. But it all starts at the top, Jim
Troasel was o tireloas worker from the
moment he got the job and he hasn't
stopped worlang yet. He's already work-
ing on juniors for next year.”

Kurelie belioves OSU wolidified its
ground game with this attack.

“If you look at Ohio State's needs,
thero certainly could be an opportunity
for n running back from this class to play
right away," he said. “Both Lydell Ross
ond Maurice Hall have a chance to be
something specinl. Maybe they'll be a spe-
cinl tandem because Ohio State is going to
play more than one running back.

“"Obviously, 1 like Redgie Arden and
Dustin Fox, They are two of my top three
players in Ohio. They each have a chance
to have great careers nt Ohio State.”

Crabtree’s Rivalsl00 service uses E
rating system to rank each school

offorts, Those rankings are then tweaked,
he said, based on each school's needs,

speed and balance,

Prior to OSU's big finish, Rivala100
had the Bucke 47th nationally.
Crabtree said OSU would be 20th in the
final rankings, however.

*They rolled at the end,” Crabtres said.
“That was one of the most impreasive
recruiting jobs in the nation this year, We
waere going to list Ohio State as one of our
disappointments, but things changed sud-
denly for them at the end,

“(Angelo) Chattams was the guy who
got the ball rolling. When he committed to
them, that signaled that it was OK to go
back and be o Buckeye”

Arden, Chattams, Hall and defensive
end Simon Fraser were all named to the
Rivala100 top 100.

“Maurice Hall in specinl,” Crabtree
said. “I also like Simon Fraser, He has the
frame to bulk up and maybe play defen-
l-i': tackle. You can't teach a frame like

t.

“Fox is n good, heady player. He's prob-
nbly a strong safety. He's not a real speed-
ster, but he has those intangibles.

“Lydell Ross is a big back, the kind you
noed to win games in the Big Ten.”

QGroszx

Grosz picked OSU fifth in the Big Ten
behind Michigan, Wisconsin, Penn State
and Purdue.

“The best part of Ohio State's class is
the three running backs with Maurice
Hall, JaJa Riley and Lydell Ross,” Grosz
said. “"How they got Ross to leave Florida
I will never know. He took a late visit
there and they got him. He must not have
been satisfied with Notre Dame or
Florida.

“Holding on to (wavering verbals)
Dustin Fox and Angelo Chattama wos
also o key”

Grosz believes OSU may already have
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o log up on next year's class,

“The thing Ohio State funs should
already be excited about is they've
already wrapped up Maurice Clarett and
Drushasun Humphreys and 1 think they
are the big leader for Justin Zwick,” he
said, “They all know and like Jim
Treasel”

Kimbrel
Kimbrel's PrepStar magazine gave

Ohio State its best marks, tying the

Buckeyes with USC for 10th place nation-
ally.
*I think Tressel is going to be really
good,” he said. *One thing that wukey
was kom Bill Conley. It is still a
that kids far and wide
about. They kept the majority of the good

ones in-state, and that is a telling tale il

they're going to be succeasful

Kimbrel gave OSU high marks for
snagging California back JaJa Riley.

“JaJa Riley is an outstanding back,” he
said. “I know that every Pac-10 school
wanted him. That was a great got for the
Cooper stafll nnd even bigger for Treasel
and his guys to hang on to him.

“Thoey also did n great job with Maurice
Hall there in their own hometown.”

Lemming
Lemming had not finalized his rank-
@8 beyond the top 10 but said OSU
wml!d likely fall betwom No, 16 and No,

“They did great for the circumstances,”
Lemming said. “At one point I didn't
think they would be in the top 40.

“They did well at the end to land Hall
and Ross and to keep Chattama and Fox,
1 know Fox nearly went to Penn State,

“If Chris Gamble gets his grades, he
could be a good player for them, Chattams
could be a great one, I think Adam Olds is
pretty steady. He could be a captain there
one day.”

Lemming liked OSU's haul at running

ck,

“JuJa is o terrific talent as o running
back or a DB,” he said. “He also has good
hands and could be a receiver.

“There were a lot of good backs in
Florida this year, but I thought Lydell
HRoss was the best. And that's not all
because of performance, but also because
of size. He's 6-0, 210 pounds and runs a
legit 4.5 or 4.456 40. When he squares his
shoulders, defenders kind of eringe
because he can run them over.

“Simon Fraser looks skinny at 240
pounds, With that frame, he could proba
blymuﬁtu'ﬂ(lorm pounds, Maybe
he'll redshirt this year and get up to the
270-pound range.”

Lemming assembles the prep All-
American team for ESPN, That team will
be featured in a specinl on that network at
1 p.m. Mon., Feb. 19, It will be replayed
throughout the rest of the month.

Wallace

Wallace rated OSU 16th in the nation
for SuperPrep.

“The coaching switch helped Ohio
State,” he said, “From a national perspec-
tive, people viewed John Cooper ns an
excellent coach, But inside the state,
which is where Ohio State focuses much
of its nttention, people wanted o change.

“They were sick and tired of losing to
Michigan.”

05U ended up signing nine SuperPrep
All-Americans.

“We had Simon Fraser and Redgie
Arden on our Elite 50 and those two ns
well as Dustin Fox were on our Super
100," he said. “Plus, we liked Angelo
Chattams and Chris Gamble. They were
also Superl’rep All-Americans,”

.
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Here Is a look at the final nwuuoo com national top 100 list, ranked 1rom No.
1 down to No. 100. Ohlo State recelved verbal commitments from four of these
players and had seven of them make visits (denoted with asterisks).

Pos. Nams HL WL 40  Homatown _Signad With
HB  Hevin Jones 60 200 4.23 Chester (Po) Corgingl O'Hora  Vieginls Tech
LB Hevin Skmon 60 210 45 Concord (Call) De La Salle Tennesses
WR  Roscoe Croaty 62 195 4.4 Buffalo (5.C.) Unkn Clamaon
RB  Jebai Davis B0 230 4.5 Swoe Mountaln (Ga) Tucke Tennessss
07 Tommie Harrs @3 216 48 Kieen (Toxas) Ellgon Oklahoma
§  Emest Sharor B4 200 4.5 Detoit Martin Luther Hing Michigmn

5 Matt Ware 63 195 4.49 Los Angeles Loyola UCLA

€O Dominkg Robinson &2 200 4.4  Diamond Bar, Callf, Florida

TE  Marcus Spews 66 270 4.0 Baton Rouge (La.) Southern Lab LSU

08 Brogke Croyle 63 186 4.71 Rainbow City, Ala. Alabama
DE  Shaun Cody 66 240 4.7  Haciends Heghts (Cabl ) Los Anos USC

0L  Blake Larsen 67 205 501 Alantic, lowns lrwa

L8 Leon Williams 63 232 44 New York Conarsle Minml (Fla.)
0T Marguise HIl 6 4.76 New Orlsans De Lo Salle sy

WH  Cnardes Frederiek 511 170 4.45 Boca Raton (Pla) Pope John Paul  Wsshlagton
OL  Ben Wilkerson 64 265 48 Hemphil, Texas Lsu

DE  Cnauncey Davis 62" 230 4.6 Auburndale, Fla, Flodda State
oL Fon Lunford 65 320 5.0 Jacksomville (Fla.) Ed White Flodda State
LB Michael Craven 62 2156 4.6  Palm Desert (Calif.) Lo Quinta  Stanford
OL  Jonathan Scott @7 288 5.0 Dallas Corter Toxns

CB  Ahmad Carroll G0 190 4.4  Mianta Douglass Arkansss -
OL  Cnwis Spencer G4 305 52 Modisson (Miss.) Central Ole Miss
WR Reggle Wikiams G4 215 4.4 Tocoma (Wash.) Laskewood Lakes  Washington
RE Hely Barska 61 185 4.4 Portage (Mich.) Northern Michigan ~
LB Marvin Simmons 61 210 4.5  Long Beach (Calif.) Poly Unalgned
WR Michae! Clmyton 62 44 mmujmm Lsu

0T Oden Haris G4 270 4.8 Newark, Del Miami (Fla.)
QB Joe Maver 04 205 4.7 SMM]MWM Flerida State
RD  Derrick Tinsley 61 180 4.4  Marketin, Ga, Tennesses
OE  Morquis Evmore G4 230 4.66 Mlmtm:mm w

AB  Comwell Wiliams 511 192 4.42 Auails (Mo} Etowan

A8 Cedric Benson 60 105 4.5 Mictand (Texas) Lee

Q8 D). Shockley 62 185 4.4 WMI&IMWUWW

8  Jerome Carted 61 205 4.5 Lake City (Ma.) Columbla Flerda Stats
CB  Mariin Jackson 61 185 4.5 Shaon, Pa Michigan
WR Tim Massoguol G4 215 4.8 Ovefleld (Pa.) Parkiand Michigan
0L Ancrew Whitworth &7 300 4.0 West Monioe, La. sy

HB  Cedick Houston 60 200 4.4 Clarendon, Ak, Tennasses
DT Cnares Rush 63 280 4.9 Eie (Pa) Cathedral Prep Poon Slete
DE  Plorre Woods 66 215 40 Chwlang Glenville Michigan
0L Jami Hightower 64 302 52 Jecksonville, Texss Toxss ABM
CB  Antrel Rolle 60 200 4.4 Homestosd (Fa.) South Dade  Mismi (Fla)
LB Derrick Johnson 64 206 4.4 Woco, Toxas Texan

RO Frank Gore 610 100 445 Mami Coral Gables Minmi (s
OL  Mark Lavoir 67 305 5.0 Edon Prokie, Minn Notre Dama
QB  Hablen Clemens 62 190 4.8 Durns, O, Oragon

B Lamarcus Rowell 63 212 467 Opelika, Ala. Aubum

DE  Jooques Dumas  G8 240 4,76 Asheboro, N.C. Horth Caroling
Ch  Lamar Daker 6111600 45 Avonosle (Adr) Agus Fria Artrona State
WR Areso Currle 511 160 4.4 Cowumibio (5.C.) Richiond Northeast  Clemaon

OT  Lorenzo AMlexancer 62 202 5.2  Derkdey (Calif.) St Mary's California
DE  Pat Massey 68 235 4.7 Cleveland St. ignative Michigan
WR  Craphonso Thorpe 62 176 4.4 Tallshasses (Fla ) Lincoln Fladds Ststs
OL  Robert Cleary 87 2715 5.0  Lako Eiinome (Call} Temwical Caryon UCLA

QB Matt Lednart @5 208 5.0 Santo Ana (Calif) Mater Del usc

S  Gerard Ross 62 190 4.4 Jackeornile (Fla) Tinky Chviston  Florda State
RB )R, Lemon 02 217 4.8 Tyona (Ga.) Sandy Croek Stanbord
LB Job Huckeba 65 2001 4.47 Soarcy (Ak) Harding Academy  Arkansas
WR  Jerome Janet 511 190 4.5 Tulsa (Okia) Union Kanims State
RE  Maurice Hall* 510 180 4.3 Celumbus Brookhaven Ohlo State
16 Mark Anderson 67 258 47 Lewiston, Mont, Stantord
0T Antta) Howthorme 65 265 4.9  Hamden, Conn, Wiscenain
CB  Brott Belt G0 180 4.5 Wheaton (i) Warrermville-South  Wiscensin
KB Eric SheRon® 63 235 45 Loungon (Wy.) Biyan Station  Plorida State
B Wil Jores® G2 195 4.5 Miami Corol City Flodida Siate
QB Casey Paus G5 200 47  New Lenox (L) Lincoln Wy Washington
0L Shawn Andiews G4 320 51 Camden, Ak, A mna e
WR Brandon Jones 01 105 454 Tesarkana (Texas) UbertyEylou  Okishoma
§  Claronce McDougal &1 200 4.52 Cinton, Miss. Missisaippi State
RD Ther Robinson 511 185 4.6  Lyons (Ga) Toombs County South Carolina
LB Wedgle Arden Ju* &8 226 4.7 lrenton, Ohlo Ohlo State
QB'  Drent Rawls 65 190 4.05 S (L) Evangel

DE  Jonathan Jackson G4 220 4.50 Houston North Shore Okiahoma
OL  Robert Bargman  ©5 280 6.2 Bakersfeld, Colif, Miami (Fla)
QB KHyle Orion 64 200 4.8 Runnells (lowa) Southeas! Polk m
LB Scott McCiintock 63 240 4.58 Beile Vernon, Pa.

RD  De'Arrius Howsrd 611220 4.5 West Memphis, Ark Arkansas
CO  Robert Boulware 611 185 435 Charlotie (N.C.) Vance Tennessoe
WH Hatavious Biadle 60 170 4.4 . Ala. Misslaslppl
OT  Thomas Dericks 61 287 4.85 Dollas Jasult Prop Northwastom
WR Junbor Tiylor 63 185 4.4 Mesa, iz UCLA

oL Erkc Broe 86 2765 BO  Morcross (Ga) The Wesleyan School Florida Biate
R Donta Hickson 510 185 4.4 McHinney, Texns Oklahoma
Qi Derek Anderson 66 220 4B Scappoose, Ore Dragon State
WR  Angele Chattams*® 511 188 4,45 Deyton Ohle State
S Jovonry Ward 61 210 4.48 Miami Unsigr

0L Zochary Glles G4 275 5.0 Marshfield, Mass, MNotre Dame
Q8 N Costa 511190 4.28 Aoha, Ove. Arlrona

0T Wayne Dickens 62 273 5.0 Lakeland (Fla.) Lake Gibeon Aubum

WH  Fovin Noel* G2 180 4.5 HNapervite (18,) Central Purdus

QB C.J. Faywon G2 190 4.4 Vignla Beach, Va Tennavses
0T Tyler Reed 63 305 5.0 Pusburgh Thomas Jefforson Pern State
WH  Earvin Johnson G4 200 4.5 South Gate (Calt) Cathedral UMY

QB Paul Troth G4 206 6.1 Charotie (N.C.) Vance East Carolina
OL  Rudy Niswanger 640 265 505 Monroe (La.) Ouchita Chistian  LSU

DE  Simon Fraser* 65 280 4.7 Upper Arington, Ohlo Ohlo State
LB Spencer Havner 63 215 405 Mevada Clty (Cobt) Nevada Union  UCLA

00 Billy Hat 62 100 4.5 Santa Ana (CABL) Mission Viejo USC

1€ Ben Hall 65 220 450 Duncan, 5.C. Clomaon
00 Ingle Mastin 64 205 4.6  Mashviile (Tenn) Bell Acadenty Florida
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Recruiting Coordinator Didn’t Sweat This One

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Bill Conley has had more nerve-rock-
ing days.

Sure, he's been involved with national
signing days when as many as 25 letters
of intent were pouring out of the fnx
machine, But he's also had days when
some of those faxes didn’t come over until
nearly 4 p.m. Then there have been the
dreaded moments
when that one fax
never came,

So while virtu-
ally every hard-
core OSU fan was
sweating out local
atar Mauurice
Hall's decision on
the aftornoon of
wigning dny, Feb,
7, Conley, OSUs
nationally regard-
ed recruiting coor-
dinator, was as cool as o polar bear. He
already hod 16 letters from standout
playera in hand and had every reason to
believe Hall would put the cherry on the
sundae by sending his fox.

Hall did just that shortly after his
press  conference at Columbus
Brookhaven High School, sending his sig-
nature te OSU at about 1:456 p.m. That
ended o plorious day that began with
Redgie Arden's fax at about 7:15 a.m.

“Obvioualy, this in why you're in tho
profession,” said Conley, who was courted
last month by Tenneasoe to fill a similar
position for the Velunteers, “You're o
conch because you like competition, and
recruiting is part of that coaching process,
That's why we do what we do. That's what
miakes us go.

“It's a lot of hard work and a lot of
effort but it's worth it on o day like today.”

Conley, of course, is no stranger Lo suc-
ceas when it comes to noteworthy recruit-
ing efforta. Approaching his 14th year os
an assistant at OSU, where he has boen
the recruiting coordinator since 1991,
Conley has had o hand in several top-five
rated classes, including the 1996 class
that wans deemed the nations best by
moat annlysts.

Mostly because of the relatively low
signing total of 17, most experts have
downgraded the Buckeyes' class o bit this
year and rate it right around 16th in the
nition and second or third in the Big Ten.
Bt considering that John Cooper wos
fired Jan. 2 and OSU was without a head
coach until Jim Trossel was in place Jan,
18, most agree that Ohio State gove o
loudable eflort.

Quality abounded in the class with

Bill Conley

Hall and fellow well-rated tailbacks
Lydell Ross and JoJa Riley ns headliners
along with linehacker Arden, safety
Dustin Fox, defensive ends Simon Fraser
and Marcus Green, and receivers Chris
Gamble and Angelo Chattams,

“Gioing into the bowl game we were
expecting up around 21, 22, poasibly 23
good players,” Conley admitted. "But we
still wanted to be very selective because of
our numbers and make sure we didn't
take a marginal-type athlete. The way it
worked out with the 17 we got, 1 don't
think we could have gotten a finer quality
17. It's got to be one of the top-quality
wmall classes in the country.”

Thore have been signing days in the
past when Conley looked like he needed
some well deserved R&R. This time, the
adrenaline was still Nowing.

“We're very excited,” Conley said. “Thia
is o great group of young men and s
Coach Tressel said, we got not only good
football players but good students and
great people,

“I think one thing he did when he went
into these homes and these schools, he
sold the parents on himself as o person,
and | think that's why these guys are
Buckoeyes.”

Picking Up The Slack

Tressel, however, can't take all the
credit. The new head coach eventually
retained running backs coach Tim
Spencer,  defensive  line coach  Jim
Hencock and Conley, who also oversees
the tight ends. That left those three to
mind the store during the most crucial
period of recruiting, and Conley to some-
how keep it all organized.

He had to make a plethora of ealls and
appearances to recruits while Trosscl
added to his stafl and tried to put out
firea, In fact, the OSU coaches spent o
majority of their time in January working
on players like Chattams and Fox who
already had committed to Ohio State.

“I think you can never take anything
for granted,” Conley said. “Even though a
lot of these kids had committed, we went
after them and approached it as if they
ware just new recruits, and I know Coach
Treasel did a great job of getting in every-
body's home or school and secing those
kida face-to-face.

“We not only continued on from that
point but we made sure we kept the home
firea burning also. At the end we were just
eoutiously optimistic because it scemed
like the last three or four days things real-
Iy started to fall into place.”

Some nationnl experts doubted OSU
could sign & quality class in light of the
conching change. Stll other skeptics said
08U would have no closing power with

Tax Preparation
IRS Representation

Steven Morris

Certified Public Accountant

Telephone (614) 224-2211
Facsimile (614) 224-9936

Audilmcviv;wf(:umpﬂmian Services
Member of the American Institute of Centified Public Accountants

Member of the Ohio Socety of Centified Public Accountanis
Graduate of The Ohio State University

Management Advisory Service
New Businesses
Business Valuation

players because of Treasel, who came to
OSU after 156 years at Division [-AA
Youngstown State. But it turned out that
Conley carried the same charm with
recruits and Tressel had more name
recognition and recruiting clout than first
thought,

*1 think everybody in the state of Ohio
knew Jim Tressel” Conley said. “You
know i coach who's been coach of the year
us many Limes as he has and has won four
national championships, even though it's
[-AA. Its still four national champi-
onships — that's big. Coaches nround the
country knoew Jim Tressel, too,

“One thing that impressed me when
we traveled around the country, particu-
larly south Florida, o lot of kids in the
homes ond schools we went into knew
Coach Treasel because other kids from
those same programs had come up and
played at Youngstown State. He knows
areas of the country outside of Ohio, and
really they're areas we recruit also. That
was a good bridge right there.”

Another smooth transition wos
Treasel's reputation for stressing educn-
tion combined with a pool of players with
lofty GPAs and academic records,

“We always want to recruit the best
student-athlete we can — 1 think you've
seen o change in that the last two or three
years, and we're continuing that process,”
said Conley, who claimed there was no
edict from on high to raise academic stan-
dards this year. “1 think also there's been
a great improvement by schools around
the country and counselors o
country and conches around the country
who are making them more in demand.”

OSU did lose out on lineman Alphonso
Townsend, who had committed to OSU
last year before attending Fork Union
(Va.) Military Academy, But  when
Townsend, who is still trying to gain eligi-
bility for next season, opted on signing
day to ink n letter of intent with Michigan
State instead of OSU, few fans com-
plained.

Conley olso seemed to shrug off the
loas of Townsend, saying he thought the
prospect’s decision was o “toss-up” going
into the day.

Plus Conley was absolutely thrilled
08U secured the services of Hall and
Ross in the final days.

Hall claimed to have picked OSU over
Florida State on signing day, but Conley
believed all along that would be the deci-
gion.

“His parents (Reuben and Gloria Hall)
did a great job of coming over and spend-
ing time ot the university and spending
time with Coach Tressel,” he said, “ think
that was the key because as they got to
know him ns a person they realized why
o somewhere else when right down the
road you had the type of program and the
type of head coach that you'd like to play
for?

Considered one of the top running
backs in Florida, Ross tabbed OSU over
Florida and Notre Dame to the surprise of
many.

“He didn't full in our lap,” Conley said.
“We just finally got him up here on the
visit. Ho nlways liked Ohio State and wos
oxcited nbout visiting, but when the
change took place he started having some
second thoughts. Coach Tresscl, Coach
Heacock and Conch Spencer did o great
job of staying on him hard and going to
the school each week and talking to him,

“We folt all along that if Lydell made o

ESPN.com Says
Conley’s Top 10

Teevens; Notro
ttison; Nebraska's
and Purdue's Jim

Btls Lemmiog of Conley: “The
first conch that new coach Jim

vigit to this campus and got to see all the
positives that we would have o legitimate
shot ot him.”

Unending Process

s difficult, of course, for Conley to
foel full satisfuction with his handiwork.
For ono, recruiting nover ends at a major
program like Ohio State. For another,
fow fane really know how much grant
work is involved or all the reasons
Johnny Prospect did or didn't chooss
08U,

However, the *sport” of recruiting has
taken on o whole new perapective recent-
ly with seemingly every move being fol-
lowed vin web sites. That, at least, ndds o
little importance to the process.

“A lot of people today, and in the last
two-or three years, follow the Internet
and follow recruiting more than anything
I've ever seen in tho past,” Conley said. 1
menn, its amozing. It used to be that
football was over at the end of the bowl
geason, but now it's like an extra season
itaelf, And with the mass medin it has
become something that is followed
around the country. So 1 think a lot of
people do recognize what we've done with
this class, especially a lot of (other) foot-
ball programs.”

Now the challenge is to make them all
take notice again. The Buckeyes will be
in the morket for several quality offen-
sive linemen, a couple of cornerbacks and
o topflight quarterback, among other
spols, next season.

Conley has already plotted o course
for that effort.

“We wero looking at junior tape today
as we were wailing on the faxes Lo come
in on these kids" he snid. “We've sent oul
mailings and things like that and kids
will be visiting campus within the next
few montha for unofficial visits so recruit-
ing never, ever stops. Its a continunl
process,

“We've already talked about our needs
for next year, and the fortunate thing is
it'’s going to be a strong year, o very strong
year in Ohio. Greal recruiting clusses
have to have a great home base and that's
what we have next year in Ohio”
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Art Of Persuasion: 3 Of Ohio’s Best Pick OSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Editor

So far, new 0SU [ootball conch Jim Treasel ia 3 for
3 in keeping Ohio’s best prospects at home.

By the time Tressel took the OSU coaching job on
Jan, 18, just one of Ohio’s top 10 prospects — as
ranked by The Ohio Football Recruiting News — had
yet to pick his school. That was Columbus Brookhaven
running back Maurice Hall (ranked No. 4).

Two other top-10 Ohio players, Canton GlenOak

=t i g *
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defensive back Dustin Fox (No. 3) and Dayton
Chaminade-Julienne wide receiver Angelo Chattams
(No. 7), were already on OSU's commitment list. But
each expressed reservations over John Cooper's firing
and took visits to other Big Ten schools.

But in the end, Tressel and his staff succeeded in
signing Hall and firmed up the commitments from Fox
and Chattams,

“I think that says a lot that Jim Tressel was able to
come in and close the door on those three guys,” said
Bill Kurelic of The Ohio Football Recruiting News.
*“That may be an indication of what kind of job he will
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Here Is a look at how Ohlo State has done at
recrulting within the state of Ohlo, including a look
at the number of The Ohlo Feotball Recrulting
Nows' top-10 Ohlo prospects who have signed with
05U over the last slx years,

Total Ohio  Ohlo Top-10
Year Signees Signees Signees
2001 7 10 5
2000 28 13 [
1999 24 a7 8
1998 14 6 3
1997 22 12 5
1996 25 15 il

Isanc Smolko

do in Ohio in years to come,”

Those three were joined by
two other top-10 picks, Ironton
linebacker Redgie Arden (No,
1) and Upper Arlington defen-
sive end Simon Fraser (No. 6),
to give Ohio State five of the
state’s top 10 prospects.

08U pugmented its 17-man
clanwn with five other Ohio
prospecta in Dublin Coffman

center Adam Olds (No, 11),
London defensive lineman Plerre Woods
Andree  Tyree (No. 17),

Sandusky Perkins fullback Brandon Schnittker (No.
22), Cincinnati Moeller tight end Ryan Hamby (No.
24) and Centerville kicker Mike Nugent (No. 35).

Tressel said he and his staff will make Ohio their
atarting point in all future recruiting efforts.

“Getting 10 guys from Ohio in our first class sends
a message that Ohio is going to be important to us,”
Tressel anid, “Each and every year [ hope the majori-
ty of our group is from Ohio.

“They're well-conched. They've had competition
against good people. When you play close to home, it
means o little bit more.”

It helps, Tressel said, that all eight of the assistant
coaches he has selected were either born or reared in
the Buckeye State.

“We've kind of got the state eircled in whore we're
all from,” Tressel aaid. “Moat importantly, we have all
recruited the state of Ohio, Will high school conches
in the state push kids our wiy? No, probably not.

“They are going to allow their kids to make their
own decisions, But, when asked, we hope they're
going to sy, Yes, those guys st Ohio State are good
guys. You should look at them,” That’s all we can ask.”

A year after Ohio State allowed the state’s top two
players, linemen Antonio Hall and Michael Munoz, to
defect to SEC schools, the Buckeyes quickly snapped
up verbals from four of the state's top seven prospects
in Arden, Fox, Fraser und Chattams.

Another top-10 prospect, Dayton Chaminade-
Julienne defensive lineman Brandon McKinney (No,
10), also had committed to the Buckeyes. But two
weeks before signing day, OSU dropped McKinney
due to academic concerns. Ho ended up signing with
Michigan State.

Michigan made a heavy dent in Ohio, signing top-
10 players Pat Massey (No. 2), a defensive end from
Cleveland St. Ignatius, and Pierre Woods (No. 6), a
defonsive end from Cleveland Glenville,

Canton McKinley linebacker Chod Anderson (No,
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8) ended up joining his cousin Hall at
Kentucky, while New Middletown
Springfield tight end lsanc Smolko
(No. 9) signed with Penn State,

It is also notable that u top-10 Ohio
prospect from a year ago, former Lima
Senior lineman Alphonso Townsend,
spurned Ohio State at the last minute
for Michigan State. Townsend, ranked
sixth in the state by TOFRN a year
ngo, ia spending this school year ot
Fork Union (Va,) Military Academy. He
filed to qualify academically after
signing with OSU a year ago.

Big Ten schools ended up signing 16
of Ohio’s top 40 prospects, matching
last years figure for the highest con-
ference tofal in the state in the last five
yoars,

08U 10 Ohio signees represent the
second-lowest number from in state
the pust five years. The Buckeyes took
just six Ohio players in 1998, when
they had only 14 scholarship spots
available,

Headed Elsewhera

Michigan’s recruiting class included
@ third Ohioan in 15th-ranked
Loawrence Reid, a linebacker from
Pickerington,

In terms of quality and quantity,
Purdue may have done as much dam
age in  Ohio as anybody. The
Boilermakera signed five of the state's
top 32 prospects, including Kirtland
lineman Matt Turner (No. 16), Shaker
Heighta receiver Jameson Evans (No,
20), Strongaville lineman Josh
Tomaheck (No. 21) and the Lakota
West duo of lineman Matt Knollman
(No. 31) and linebacker Jason
Leimberger (No. 32). OSU did not offer
any of those players.

Cincinnati signed four of TOFRN's
top 40 players, including Columbus
DeSales wide receiver Kevin Hazel
(No. 14), Xenia linebacker Trent Cole
(No. 33), Marion Harding receiver
Derick Roas (No. 37) and Avon lineman
Jamie Wimmer (No, 40).

Hazel had originally committed to
Pittsburgh, But fearing a steep out-of-
state tuition bill as a possible Prop 48,
he chose Cincinnati at the last
minute. OSU flirted with offering
Cole, but he, too, wos bound by acade-
mic concerns,

Boston . College, Kentueky,
Northwestern and Penn State all
signed two top-40 prospects from Ohio
this year.

BC got Upper Arlington tight end
Chris Miller (No. 18) and Cincinnati
5t. Xavier defensive lineman Pat Ross
(No. 30).

Kentucky got McKinley's Anderson
as well as Dublin Scioto receiver Brian
Pickard (No. 38).

Northwestern  signed  Upper
Arlington running back Jefl Backes
(No. 12} and Milford lineman Zach
Striel (No. 29).

Ponn State inked Smolko as well as
Euclid receiver Chris Harvell (No, 26).

Other top-40 prospects going to Big
Ten schools included Cincinnati Elder
fullback Kyle Koester (No. 25) to
Indiana, Bedford Chanel receiver
Dontez Sandera (No. 27) to Wisconsin
and Columbus Brookhaven defensive
back Danny Upchurch (No. 34) to

Minnesota, Neither Koester nor’

Sanders, the brother of OSU tight end
Darnell Sanders, was offered by the
Buckeyes. Upchurch was offered, con-
tingent on him qualifying academically.

process before deciding to pass on
onh Wn“ sw m quarterbacks this year,
For the first time in recent memory,
The following is a list of Ohlo football players who have signed letters of MAC schools apparently will be shut
Intent to play college football at schools besides Ohlo State, with rankings as out from signing any of the state's top
overall prospects by The Ohlo Football Recrulting News. 40 prospects. However, three Ohio top-
40 prospects remained unsigned.
TOFRN Brookhaven wide receiver Rodney
Rank  Player Pos.  High School College Carter (No. 19) and Dayton Dunbar
defensive end NaShan Goddard (No.
2 Pat Massoy DE Cleveland St. Ignatius  Michigan 23) remained unsigned due to academic
6 Plerre Woods DE Cleveland Glenville Michigan concerns. Also unsigned was Canton
8 Chad Anderson LB Canton McKinley Kentucky GlenOak defensive back Josh Anderson
9  Isaac Smolko TE/LB New Middietown Springfield Penn Stato (No. 36), His status was unclear.
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne Michigan Counting four unranked Ohio
g mk:cmmr :: Upper Arington :: .;t:' pruupeeup (:&w cl;urtll. fh}'linm“lltm
thwe matched Purdue’s haul of five Ohio
ﬁ :m "‘:""”" s“:f DB :ol?d.m‘l::;:l Midpark gl'“g;:"ch signees. Indiana and MSU also had two
n Haz umbus o8 ne unranked Ohio signees, giving each
15 Lawrence Reld L8 Plckeorington Michigan school three players from the state.
16 Matt Tumer OL/DL Kirttand Purdue
Mr. Football
18 Chris Miller TE Upper Arlington Boston College U Z ;
pper Arlington's Backes, fresh off
;: :Inr.lnar c;:“' m g;mﬂ:;‘?m" ::“;l':'d n 3,000-yard senior senson when he
ameson Evans o helped lead the Golden Beara to a 15-0
21 Josh Tomsheck TE/OL Strongsville Purdue |1':Jal:; and a I)iviﬁiu; I state champi-
23 NaShan Goddard  DE/DL Dayton Dunbar Unsigned onship, was named the 2000 Ohio Mr.
25 Kyle Koester B Cinelnnatl Elder Indlana Football award winner by The
26 Chris Harrell WR/DB Euclid Penn State M';*;cil!lt'%l‘m;_:-t A T
Sanders Bedfor o is the firs io Mr.
:; m':llﬁ!! m’m Al ::;;:‘I m award winner to  sign  with
Northwestern since the award’s incep-
29 Zach Strief oL Milford Northwestoern tion in 1987,
30  Pat Ross bL cimlm:“ﬂ.:t. Xavier Boston Collego He becomes just the third Ohio Mr.
31 Matt Knoliman oL Lakota t Purdue Football award winner to spurn OSU
32 Jason Lelmberger. LB Lakota West Purdue — he was offered by the Buckeyes and
33 Trent Cole LB Xenla Cincinnatl picked NU over OSU and Virginia —
34 Danny Upchurch DB Columbus Brookhaven  Minnesota for another Big Ten school. The others
36 Josh Anderson WR/DB Canton GlenOak Unsigned were Curtis Enis (1993 award winner,
37 Derick Ro¥s WR  Marion Harding Clnclanati Ponn State) and Charles Woodson
Dublin Scioto Kontuck (1994 winner, Michigan).
3 Bilen Plokard WR 1 y Other Mr, Football award winners
39 . _Sean Colfey WR  East Cleveland Shaw Missout who went elsewhere included Derek
40 Jamio Wimmer DE Avon Cincinnatl Kidwell (1991, Bowling Green), Mare
OTHER omm WITH BIG TEN SCHOOLS s Edwards (1992, Notre Dame), Tony
—_ Jerrod Ellerson Copley nnesota Fisher (1997, Notre Dame) and. Ryan
- Damilen Fortson qB Ravenna Michlgan State Brower (1998, South Caroling).
- Chartton Kelth LB Akron Buchtel Minnesota OSU has signed six players who hnw:
- Wil Lumphin DB Dayton Trotwood-Madison Indiana won n combined seven Mr. Footbal
il Erle Smith DB Groveport-Madison Michigan State awards, They were Buster Howe (1987),
2 Carlos Tipten LB Cinennatl Winton Woods  Indlana Robert Bmil-:ln (l'lll{as-BQJ. Bobby H?;g.]g
(1990), Andy Katzenmoyer (1 "
= DUtk 18 - DN Radum. e Derck Combs (1996) and Brandon
- Ken Willlams RB Bedford Minnesota “Bam” Childross (1999),

In the top 20, Middleburg Heights
Midpark quarterback Rashan Johnson
(No, 13) signed with Georgia Tech,
08U had recruited him early in the
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Ohio’s Class Of 2002 Could Be A Special One

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Ruckoye Hports Bulletin Editor

New OSU head coach Jim Trossel will
likely put all 26 years of his experience
recruiting football talent in the state of
Ohio on the line in the next 12 months,

Tressel and the Buckeyes will be going
after what some pundits say is the most
talented class in the Buckeye State in
recent Iemory.

“It should be a strong year,” noted OSU
recruiting coordinater Bill Conley.

When usked whether the Buckeyes will
be able to enpitalize on such a crop of play-
ers in their own back yard, Conley said,
“We would hope so. We alwoys want to
have n strong base in Ohio. Hopefully, we
can keep o large percentage of those kids
here at home.

“Anytime you can do that, it definitely

po.”

For the fourth consecutive year, Duane
Long and Chris Roberts will publish their
Ohig'’s Future Stars newsletter. As always,
OFS will focus on the state of Ohio’s top
seniors-to-be with cursory glances at the
tnp sophomores and freshmen around the

Inrmnl.mmot()hiu-hmuihh’:t
evaluators have been most improssed by
two cloases:

* The 1994 class, which produced the
likes of Dee Miller, Orlando Pace, Damon
Moore, Eric Gohlstin, John Lumpkin and
Pepe Pearson for Ohio State and Curtia
Enis for Penn State; and

* The 1996 class, which sent the likes
of Andy Katzenmoyer, Jefferson Kolloy,
Nick Goings, Gary Berry and Tyson
Walter to OSU.

But Long said the 2002 Ohlo erop
ranks right up with those two — if it's not
better. )

“This is the best class in Ohio in at
lenst 10 yoars, with all due respect to the
Pace and Katzenmoyer classes,” Long
said. “This is one of the most well-rounded
classes to come out of this state. There
muybe arent a lot of big-time defensive

backs, but there are still a lot of great ath-
letes who could go on and play those posi-
tiona ot the college level,

It will be a great year for linebackers
and running backs. | would go so far as to
may | would be if there aren't five
linebackers from the state of Ohio in the
consensus top 20 at that position national-

ly.

“This has the potential to be a monster
claas.”

Ohio State is in & unique position to
capitalize on such n banner yoar in state.
“With just 17 signees in the class of 2001,
the Buckeyes figure to have ot least 23
scholarships to give next year. That figure
will likely increase ns current Buckeyes
fall by the wayside due to the normal attri-
tion factors — acodemics, injuries or
transfors.

It certainly will help that Tressel has
been recruiting the state of Ohio since he
became an assistant ot Akron in 1975,
Even during his two-year stint at
Syracuse (1981-82), Tressel handled
recruiting duties in Ohio,

“High school coaches want to feel good
that their young person, whom they have
nurtured for years, is going to be well
cared for,” Tressel said. “1 think you can

~help them feel that way if you get to know

them a little bit. Creating those relation-
shipa in the state is crucial

A look ot OSU's projected roster for
2001 would show o pressing need for the
Buckeyes on the offensive line. OSU will
also be looking for one or more quarter-
backs in addition to help on the defensive
line and in the secondary.
“We'ro

are in the state,” Treasel said. “The key for
us will be to keep the pulse on the great
kids and make sure they are constantly
being bombarded with the idea they have
to do well ncademically and they have to
understand the responsibility they have
now bocause big-time folks like Ohio State
are looking ot them.”

In finct, the Buckeyes may already have
o head start on next year's class with ver-
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bal commitments in principle from Toledo
Rogors running backJinebacker
Drushaun Humphreys and Warren

running back Maurice Clarett.

Harding
Humphireys' verbal is contingent on him
qualifying , whille Clarett was
reportedly waiting until after signing day
to nnnounce his verbal publicly.

OFS will come out with the first of

following
unlmdplwubmumndntdfwmn
publication’s early Ohio top 10
'nutli-t.hhllumdhynp:dum-br
position look at prospects in Ohlo and
around the Midwest as well as top sopho-
mores and freshmen to watch.

Top 10 Contenders

Here are 10 players being considered
fur n list of the state's top juniors, listed as
ranked by OFS (40-yard dash times are
included as available),

¢ Drushaun Humphreys, running
back/linebacker, Toledo r" —
Humphreys (6-3, 235, 4.48) geta the nod s
OFS' top Ohio junior, He was offered a
scholarship by OSU after starring ot last
sumimer’s camp.

*He's o phenomenal talent,” Long said.
“At the Ohio State camp, he ran three sub-
4.6 408 — and this kid weighs 236 pounds,
In  seven-on-seven
dnl.l-.hlitm

“Heunu!:lall.hhhhlplnylam
safety in scheme,” Long said. “He
is o big, athletic kid. He's a natural foot-
ball player who wants to play running
M.Hap-vhbtymﬂdmwﬂu

waumph:m who is attending night
school to shore up some core course defi-
ciencies.
*He is working very hard at it,” Long
said. *"He takes it very seriously. Ho is a
determined kid *

* Maurice Clarett, running back,
Warren Harding — Clarett (6-1, 230,
4.5) seemed poised to make his verbal
commitment to OSU for 2002 public any
day Clarett had also considered Notre

'Thll.lhol.ﬂdbo
a done deal,” Long
nid.'Heptmdt-
ed and committed
and the only rea-
son they backed
off of it was
because it might
aflect this recruit

Maurice Clarett

recruiters  since
his freshman year at Austintown Fitch,
when he was already 0 man among boys.

He transforred to Harding as o sopho-
more, rushing for 1,068 yards and scoring
18 touchdowns despite missing consider-
able time due o injury.

This past season, he played in just five-
plus games due to injuries, but still sccu-
mulated over 1,000 yards. He tried to play
in a week two showdown against
Cincinnati Moeller but was still injured.
He recovered enough to play most of the
season’s final five gnmoes,

“When he has been healthy, he has
been the mast potent back in the state,”
Long said. “He is a power back, but he is
not just o straight-ahead runner, | would
compare him somewhat to Jerome Bettis.
He has good change of direction,

“Outside of the injury problems, he has
consistently beaten just about everybody
he has fnoed

He reportedly benches between 350
m«lwmmdnhounﬂuul’ﬁnu-

* Bryan Andrews, defensive
end/linebacker, Lima Senior —
Androws (6-6, 21ﬁ 47}ennwdﬁﬂl.-lum

nliuhlﬂlnfthnSuu’l}(hum
Brown when I saw him as o senior in high
school *

He has reportedly already been offered

o playoffl berth with & team-high 97 tack-
les. He also set n national record for 16-
and 16-year-olds in the shot put (62 feet, 9
md'lnlmﬂu.luniw(}lmpouml}rlmdn

'J\Mn‘pmylohhlommpunhuum
Andy I(.numnwycr Long  said.
“Ew I speak to says he plays side-
line to sideline and is an instinctive line-
backer out of the mald.

“But this kid holds a 3.6 GPA"

[D'Andrea recently made an unofficial
visit to Nebraska and was offered.
Oklahoma and OSU also have offered.
Michigan and Notre Dame are also in the -

picture.
* Quinn Piteock, tight end/defen-
uive tackle, - Pitcock (6-4, 287,

playolfs and Quinn Pitcock is the best
defenaive lineman I've seen in Ohio since
(Chillicothe's) Chuck Jones,” A
*And that goes back before Big Daddy
(Dan) Wilkinson and Trent Zenkewicz,

“Quinn is strong nnd fast. He's almost
290 pounds and looks like he has n 34-inch
waist, He's huge, mobile and just throws
kids wround. He has excellent speed.”

Pitcock, who holds a 3.9 GPA, already
squats 550 pounds.

* Justin Zwick, quarterback,
Massillon Washington — Zwick (64,
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206, 4.67) has already received o lot of
acclaim by surpassing the Ohio carcer
passing yardage record in just three sea-
sons,

So it may seem strange that o player at
an important position like quarterback is
rated an low na No. 6. But that is not o
knock on Zwick, Long said.

“Why he's down
this far on the list
has nothing to do
with his talent
level” Long said.
“But this is just
such a monster
closs.”

Zwick has
7,208 yurds — and
76 touchdowns —

in three -
giving him o I.l:g:h Justin Zwick
mate  shot  at

becoming one of the few 10,000-yard,
passers in nationnl prep history,

He throw for 2,460 yards nnd 24 touchs
downs after transferring to Massillon this
past year. He was o first-team All-Ohio
pick and led the Tigers to the Divigion I
playolls. He helped Orrville win o Division
11 stato title as o freshman,

“Justin is the most complete quarter-
back in Ohio since (Cleveland St
Ignatiug') Joo Pickens,” Long said. "He hoa
excollent size, he's got a strong arm and ho
moves well. His field vision is outstanding.

“But the game he played against St
Ignatius showed one thing about him
nobody knew about — his toughness, He
stood in there nnd delivered poss after
pass. He kopt gotting knocked down and
Just kopt gotting up.”

You’ll Always Win

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

RECRUITING WRAP-UP: UNDERCLASSMEN TO WATCH

Zwick has toured several of his favorite
schools recently and now lists OSU,
Michignn and Pittsburgh s his (avorites,
His brother, Jared, played for Treasel at
Youngstown State as o backup quarter-
back and receiver from 1996-99, Jared
wns a member of the Penguing' 1997
Division LAA national championship
team.

* DeShawn Wynn, running back,
Reading — Wynn (6-1, 210, 4.34) is a pro-
lific running back who moved from
Lockland, another Cincinnati suburb, prior

to his junior year, Because of the transfer, *

hie was limited to the last five regular-sea-
son games, But, including his team's run to
the [)iv'inianVamw semifinals, he ended up
carrying 229 times for 1,971 yards (8.6 aver-
nge) and scoring 27 TDa.

Injuries limited him to only 40 carriea
a8 o sophomore at Lockland after he broke
loose for 1,916 yards and 34 TDa ns a
freshman.

“DeShawn has the potential to be at
the top of this class,” Long said. “He is o
speed back with good size. There is
absolutely no rea-
son why he should
always depend on
his speed with
that size. He also
has good hands
and could become
o wide receiver.

“If his grodes
are in order, he
could shoot up the

Lyndhurst Brush — Hall (6-3, 206, 4.4)

had 42 catches a8 a sophomore, but
injuries limited him to 21 catches in seven
Rames ns o junior,

“He is o phenomenal athlete who has
not put up big numbers,” Long said, “He's
been in a bad situation. He's not in a pass-
ing offense. You have to grade high school
wide receivera on athletic ability.

“That's true with this kid. Don't look at
the catch total. He's got it all.”

Hall holds a 3.5 GPA.

* Bobby Carpenter, running
back/linebacker, Lancaster —
Carpenter (6-3, 220, 4.5) is the son of for-
mer Minmi (Ohio) and New York Giants
star Rol
Carpenter, also
the Lanecaster
head conch. But he
waa limited to just
four games ws o
junior due to
injurics.

“He is an out-
standing line-
backer with a
great frame,” Long
soid. “He is just
nbout the ideal
size, He's very con-
sistent. He's a workaholic. He's fost

enough to mnyho play strong safety. He
loves the game.”
ter reportedly favors OSU. But
with a 3.8 GPA he will have everybody
nationwide jingling his telephone.

* Mike Kudla, linebacker/defen-
sive end, Medina Highland — Kudla
(6—4 245, 4.52) tallied 100 tackles as o

Carpenter

'Ha probably projects as o defensive

end,” Long said. *He could easily ndd 20 to
40 pounds and become a down lineman,
They say he already benches 450 pounds,”

Kudla attended the OSU and Michigan
campa last year and, with a 3.8 GPA,
already has interest from Northwestern
and Stanford.

Senlors: len
Here is o position-by-position look at
the top prospects in Ohio and the region,

Quarterbacks

+* Denayne Davidson-Dixon, East
Cleveland Shaw — Davidson-Dixon (6-
3, 205, 4.66) is the
state’s solid No, 2
QB proapect
behind Zwick. As o
Jjunior, he threw
for 2,000 yards
and 16 touch-
downa and com-
pleted an amazing
70 percent of his

passcs

He reportedly
likes OSU and
also has Wisconsin
and Purdue
inquiring,

* Bryan Cupito, Cincinnati
MecNicholas — Cupito (6-3, 170, 4.7) hos
thrown for over 5,000 yards and 45 touch-
downs over the last two years. He had
2,000 yards and 21 TDs as a junior.

¢ Jimmy Skinner, Chillicothe,
Ohio — Skinner (6-4, 180) threw for 1,400

Denayne
Davidson-Dixon
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yards and 18 TDs ms 0 sophomore for the
Cavaliers,

* Dusty Aldrich, McComb, Ohio —
Aldrich (6-1, 1756) completed 1756 of 272
passes (643 percent) for 3,014 yards, He
had a wicked touchdown-to-interception
ratio of 44 to 4. He did most of his damage
by throwing to his twin brother, Rusty.

« Mark Bords, Allentown (Pa.)
Bethlehem Catholie — Borda (6-3, 190)
in o Student Sports junior All:American,

¢ Tyler Palko, Imperial (Pn) West
Allegheny — I’ltlkn (6-2, 205) is also a
Student Sports junior All-American. Palko
carned first-team all-state honors as o
dofensive back us n junior,

Backs

*  Regis Edgerson, Garfield
Heights, Ohio — Edgerson (61 1/2, 220,
44) rushed for 1,400 yards as a junior,
misaing considerable time due to shin
splinta.

“He looks a bit like Eddie George and,
li};_l;l(.ioorp. he has good character,” Long
said.

* Erick Phillips, Hilliard (Ohio)
Davidson — Phillips (5-10, 205, 4.5)
rushed for 1,923 yards and scored 20
touchdowns as a junior, when he earned
second-team All-Ohio honors in Division 1.
That followed up a sophomore campaign
when he had 941 yords,

“He is bigger than he looks and he runa

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

Younger Chattams Gets His Run Through The Mill

like it,” Long said. “He is o high-energy kid
and o leader.”

* Sean Miller, Solon, Ohio — Miller
(511 172, 195, 4.48) served as the backup to
Scott Greenberg for the Division I runner-
up squad. Still, this son of former
Cleveland Browns star Cleo Miller got
1,300 yards and will become the feature
back this year.

. Tyler
Everett, Canton
(Ohio) McKinley
— Everett (5-11,
190) emerged ns o
big-time rusher for
the Bulldogs na n
sophomore, when
he had 842 yards,
Injuries have lim-
ited his progress,
however.

. Gerald
Rigge
Chattancoga {'l\sun) Red Bank —
Riggs (61, 195), the son of former NFL
standout Gernld Riggs, is Student Sports’
pick as the junior player of the year. He
had 2,434 yards, 39 touchdowns and 117
tackles for o 16-0 Cluss 5A state champi-
onship team,

Wide Recelvers

* Andre Chattams, widoe receiver,
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne
Chattama (5-11, 185, 4.4) ia the younger
brother of OSU signee Angelo Chattams,

Tyler Eerett

Andre, who caught 17 passes as o
sophomore, had 23 catches for 525 yards
(22.8 average) and
wpaoven TDs during
the regular season
a8 o junior,

“He is an over-
the-top guy,” Long
said. “Angelo ia
maore of an under-
neath guy, while
Andre can stretch
the field, It should
be intereating to
see how he does
without  Angelo,
who had 160 catches the last two years”

¢ Josh Willinms, Cincinnati St.
Xavier — Williams (6-0, 190, 4.45)
caught 49 passes for 832 yards and seven
TDs as a junior.

“This was just his second year of play-
ing football,” Long said.

« Jimmy Riley, Youngstown (Ohio)
Ursuline — Riley (6-1, 185) helped
Ursuline win the Division IV state title,
He caught 42 passes for 1,000 yards.

¢ Jared Gulling, North Canton
(Ohio) Hoover — Gulling (6-10, 170)
caught 51 passes for 595 yards as o junior
and had only two drops all season. He
was a first-team All-Ohio pick in Division
L.

Andre Chattams

* Agim Shabaj, Farmington Hills
(Mich.) Harriso"— Shabaj (6-10, 180)
is a Student Sports junior All-American.

guy who

Tight Ends

* George Cooper Jr, Westerville
(Ohio) North — Cooper (65, 266) is the
son of former OSU
fullback George
Cooper. With one
year of high school
left, the son is
alroady  bigger
than the dad, who
played ot 6-2, 245
pounds for the
Buckeyes,

“He looks lean,”
Long suid. “He has
athletic  ability
and runs like o
TR ]
pounds lighter, Ho catches like he has
mitts on,

“There is a chance he ecould grow into
being an offensive lineman. He has the
frame to do it.”

* Anthony Montgomery, Cleveland
JFK — Maontgomery (6-6, 240, 4.65) is
wimilar to current OSU tight end Darnell
Sanders: He also plays quarterback at the
prep level,

He is n standout pitcher and first base-
man in baseball. He reportedly already
favors Penn State.

George
Cooper Jr.

Offensive Linemen

* Doug Datish, Warren (Ohio)
Howland — Datish (G-5, 290) may be the
state’s top offensive line prospect and
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try

Take 2 free throws
the SBX basketball

and earn up to 25% off

your spirit items

purchased during that

visit. Limit 1 trip to

foul line per day. See

store for further
details.*

SBX is your
headquarters for
new and used
textbooks and the
latest in OSU
sports appearal
fashions.

*Sale items not included, Please

our store for more details,
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1806 North High St.
Columbus, OH 43201
(614) 291-9528

the

call 291-9528 ext #3 or visit

26 » BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN February 17, 2001



Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

RECRUITING WRAP-UP: UNDERCLASSIVIEN TO WATCH

there are roports that OSU has either
offered or could be close.

“He hona athletic ability — he can dunk
o basketball — and is nasty,” Long said.
“He really gota after people.”

* Rob Sims, Macedonia (Ohio)
Nordonin — Sima (6-4, 287, 6.1) has
the versatility to play center or tackle.

“He runs great and has great feet,”
Long suid. “His dad was o Cleveland
Brown and he's now 6-8, 360, This kid
just turned 17. He benches 390 already
and is still growing.

“Kont looked at four plays and
offered, He plays basketball and had six
steals in o gnme. He can move,”

* Mike Donaldson, Mansfield
(Ohio) Senior — Donaldson (6-6, 310)
carned first-team All-Ohio honors in
Divigion 1 as a junior. He is a prototype
tackle prospect.

“He has long arms and works very
hard,” Long said. *That is the thing that
separates the great high school player
from the great college player. Ho takes
conching well.”

* Eric Fritz,
Dublin  (Ohio)
Coffman — Fritz
(6-4, 300) in the
won  of  former
Buckeye lineman
Ken Fritz, He has
experience on
both widea of the
ball.

“He is big and
mobile, but he is
o raw guy,” Long
said.

* Erie Tolbert, Shaker Heights,
Ohio — Tolbert (6-3, 285) also has two-
way experionce,

“Heo is an ingide guy,” Long said. “He
could play defensive tackle”

+ Rick McDole, Marysville, Ohio
— MecDole (6-6, 3156) would be a tackle

Eric Fritz

rospoct,

“He held his own againat (Piqua's)
Pitcock,” Long said.

* Mark Farris, Pittsburgh North
Hills — Farris (6-6, 270) is a Student
Sports junior All-American,

* Rob Smith, Fort Thomas (Ky.)
Highlands — Smith (6-6, 285) ia also
on the Student Sports junior list.

Defensive Linemen

* Larry Tumblin, Oberlin, Ohio —
Tumblin (G-4, 235, 4.7) plays middle
linebacker but could project ns an end.
He had 116 tackles as a junior.

* Barry Cofield, Cleveland
Heights, Ohio — Cofield (6-4, 256, 4.7)
plays tight end and fullback on offense
and end on defense. He had seven sacks
a8 o junior,

* Tim Shaefer, Upper Arlington,
Ohio — Shaefor (6-6, 260) played oppo~
:;te 08U signee Simon Fraser at end for

A

“He really improved from the begin-
ning of the year to the end,” Long said.

* Al Washington, Columbus
Watterson — Washington (6:0, 260,
4.9) is a standout interior lineman.

“I likon him to Warren Sapp a little
bit — he's by you with his first step and
you have to find him again,” Long said.
*He is strong and stays low. He is o very
digruptive defensive lineman.”

His father is former Buckeye Alvin
Washingt The y gor Washington
was an MVP at the Boaton College camp
and was invited to attend Florida State’s
elite big man camp,

# Joel Penton, Van Wert, Ohlo —
Penton (6-6, 232) earned firsl-toam All-
Ohio honors in Division 111,

* Brian Mattes, Wyoming (Pa.)

Valley West — Mattes (6-6, 240) is a
Student Sports junior All-Americon,

* Anthony Spencer, Fort Wayne
(Ind.) Bishop Luers — Spencer (6-4,
246) is also a Student Sports junior All-
American pick.

Linebackers

“» A, Hawk, Centerville, Ohio —
Hawk (6-2, 215) has averaged right
around 150 tack-
less in each of his
three seasons on
the wvarsity. He
was a  second-
team  All-Ohio
pick in Division I
as a junior,

“He is a great
hole player and o
classic  middle
linebacker,” Long
said. “Tackle to
tackle, he's a
demon, He's not going to let anybody get
through.”

¢« Antonio Reynolds, Akron
Buchtel — Reynolds (6-4, 210) helped
Buchtel advance in the Division I play-
offs.

“He is just an incredible athlete,”
Long said, “He could grow into a defen-
give end or could stay at linebacker.”

e Jim Davenport, Lima (Ohio)
Senior — Davenport (6-3, 226) plays
alongside Andrews.

« Stan White Jr, Baltimore
Gilman School — White (6-3, 210, 4.6)
is the son of former OSU linebacker
Stan White. The elder White lettered in
1969-71, ecarning All-Big Ten honors
before moving on to the NFL's Baltimore
Colts, Ho helpa conch his son's team,

0SU and Penn State are reportedly
very interested,

Defonsive Backs

* Tremnine Sugge, defensive
back, Canton (Ohio) McKinley —
Suggs (61, 170) had 49 tackles and
three interceptions as a junior.

“He is a corner with safety size,”
Long said.

* Troy Smith, quarterbaclk/defen-
sive back, Cleveland Glenville —
Smith (6-2, 180) enjoyed a big year as o
pas/run threat and DB for Lakewood
St. Edward. But he reportedly trans-
ferred to Glenville midway through the
achool year,

* Rick Brown, Cincinnati Elder
— Brown (6-2, 215) stara at strong safe-
ty for Elder. .

“Explosion is the word,” Long said.
“He comes up and knocks people’s heads
ofl”™

* E.J. Underwood, Hamilton,
Ohio —_
Underwood (5-11
1/2, 175, 4.4) had
four interceptions
and averaged
14.5 yards on
punt returns as a
jumior.

. Mike

Hinger, Newark d \
(Ohio) Licking ) j
anley — Hinger [ b-ﬁ-__—‘-
(6-2, 170) camned El Underwood
first-team  All-
Ohio honors in Division IV after notching
72 tockles and 10 interceptions as a free
safety on n team that reached the state
semifinals,

A.4J. Hawk

Kicker
* David Abdul, Massillon (Ohio)
Washington — Abdul (5-9, 174) booted

four field goals of 50 or more yards as o
junior for the Tigers,

Sophomores To Consider

Here are several sophomores to
remoember.

* Dareus Hiley, quarterback,
Cleveland Glenville — Hiley (6-1,
175) has two years of starting experi-
ence at quarterback, leading his school
to its only two playoll appearances,

“He is probably the best athlete in
Ohio overall and our early No. 1 sopho-
more,” Long said.

¢+  Prescott

Burgess, safely,

* Warren (Ohio) Harding — Burgeas (6-

3, 210) is & standout at safety, but he
could grow into a linebacker, OSU and
Michigan are already well aware of him,

« Shawn Crable, defensive
end/linebacker, Massillon (Ohio)
Washington — Crable is listed at 6.6,
215 pounds.

# Louis Irizary, tight end,
Youngstown (Ohlo) Ursuline —
Irizary (6-5, 230, 4.7) “could become the
best tight end to come out of Ohio if he
keopa developing,” Long said.

* Terrence Graves, running back,
Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline —
Graves (6-1, 210) was one of Ursuline's
two big rushing stars in its Division 1V
state championship win. He rushed for
219 yards and two touchdowns in the
title game win over Coldwater.

* Todd Boeckman, quarterback,
St. Henry, Ohlo — As a freshman,
Boockman (6:5, 210) threw for 2,620
yards and 23 TDs
in leading St
Henry to an 11-3
mark and the
Divigion V state
title game., He
then completed
88 of 169 pusses
for 1,341 yards
with just four
intercoptions as a )
sophomore,

He plays for Todd Boeckman
his father, coach
Tim Boeckman, at St. Henry.

* John Ferguson, quarterback,
Reynoldsburg, Ohio — Ferguson (6-
6, 210) started all season as a fresh-
man, completing 88 of 189 passes for
1,345 yards. As a sophomore, he com-
pleted 119 of 268 pusses for 1,649
yards.

“John has a big arm and his touch is
tremendous,” Long said. “He just needs
to work on his consistency.”

« Ben Mauk, quarterback,
Kenton, Ohio — Mauk (6-1, 180) put
up huge numbers playing for his father
and coach, Mike Mauk, During the reg-
ular season, he completed 264 of 445
pasges for a state-high 3,936 yards.

“Ben has the best field vision of any
high school quarterback I've seen,”
Long said, “He can throw the ball and,
what impressed me, he was even run-
ning o no-huddle offense at times.”

+ Mike DeLuen, offensive line-
man, Chardon (Ohio) Notre Dame-
Cathedral Latin — DeLuca (6-4, 280)
“may be the next great offensive line-
man in Ohio,” Long said.

* LeBron James, wide receiver,
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary —
Everybody knows James (6-6, 215) for
his exploits in basketball, where one
service already
has him among
the nation's top
five playera
regardless of
clans,

But football is
no lark for
Jamoes, He
caught 42 passes
for 762 yards and
11 TDs na
sophomore. He
earned first-team
All-Ohio  honors
in Division IV.

¢ Chinedum Ndukwe, wide
receiver, Dublin (Ohio) Coffman —
Ndukwe (6-2, 190) is the younger
brother of lineman Tke Ndukwe, who
wigned with Northwestern o year ago.
As o sophomore, he caught 43 passes
for 677 yards (16,7 average).

* Eric Johnson, Bexley, Ohio —
Johnson (6-3, 260, 4.9) is a two-way
lineman for the Lions, He benches 320
pounds and dead lifta 400.

LeBron James

Freshmen To Watch

Here is an early look ot three Ohio
freshmen to keep an eye on.

= Jimmy Calhoun, running back,
Middletown — Calhoun is listed at 5-
11, 180 pounds.

* Blake Carter, wide recelver,
Cincinnati Moeller — Carter is listed
at 6-2, 176 pounds.

* Delbert Ferguson, running
back, Youngstown Ursuline —
Ferguson (6-2, 200) was the other star
of Ursuline's title game win, rushing
for 280 yards and scoring five touch-
downs in the win over Coldwater.

Long and Roberts are expanding
Ohio’s Future Stars from one issue to
three this year. The three issues will be
published in March, late spring and
either November or December. The cost
ig 815 for all three issues.

Send check “or money order to

Ohio's Future Stars, PO. Box
44402, Columbus, Ohio 43204.0402,
Or you can e-mail lLong at

ohiosfuturestars@aol.com.
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Undexr Sea

i

qumswumm

@

Call SUB-AQUATICS
today for your FREE
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RECRUITING WRAP-UP: THE SIGNEES

Coach’s First Class ‘A Special Bunch’

Around For Just Three Weeks,
Tressel Manages A Top-20 Group

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

They are a group that will go down in
history as Jim Tressel’s first recruiting
class aa the head football conch at Ohio
State,

Taking over at the late date of Jan. 18
after the firing of 13-year coach John
Cooper, Tressel and his stafl turned
what looked to be a reclamation project
into a respectable class.

The 17-man class, which includes 16
high school seniors and one junior col-
lege tranafer, was rated 14th nationally
in BSB' consensus poll and third in the
Big Ten by Bill Kurelic of The Ohio
Football Recruiting News.

Beyond the rankings and everything
clse, Tressel believes Ohio State has
ndded quality people to its football pro-
gram.

“As | think about those 17 guys, |
can't tell you how excited 1 am about
what they're going to bring to us on the
field, off the field and in the community,”
he said on national signing day Feb, 7.
“It is a special bunch,

“The thing that impresses me is the
character and poaitive outlook all of the
young people | met with had. It was
really refreshing and really encourag-
ing. I'm excited for them to be our first
clans.”

Here are thumbnail skotehes of the
17 new Buckeyes with heights and
weights coming from OSU's signing day
release and players listed alphabetically,

* Redgie Arden, linebacker,
Ironton, Ohio — Arden (8-5, 225, 4.7)
was o Rivals100.com Recruiting nation-
al top 100 pick. He was also a SuperPrep
All-American,
ranking on that
publication’s
national Elite 50
at No. 36 and as
the country’s
fourth-best line-
backer. He was
the No, 1
prospect in Ohio,
according to
TOFRN. As a-
senior, he was the
Divinion v
Associated Press co-defensive player of
the year. That marked his third year as
o first-team All-Ohio pick.

As n sonior, he notched 107 tackles,
eight sacks and three interceptions.
Arden was the first player to verbally
commit to OSU in the 2001 class, com-
mitting to the Buckeyes in October
1999. Arden, who benches 300 pounds,
holds a 3.0 GPA and scored a 21 on the
ACT.

* Angelo Chattams, wide receiv-
er, Dayton Chaminade<Julienne —
Chattams (6-11, 185, 4.456) was also a
Rivals100.com Recruiting top 100 pick.
He was ranked Ohio's No. 7 senior
prospect by TOFRN. SuperPrep rated
him the nation’s 13th-best receiver. He
earned a  first-team Division 111
Associnted Press All-Ohio selection as a

L]
Redgie Arden

junior and senior. He was tabbed as the
player of the year in the Greater

~

Catholic League.

As o senior, he
totaled 78 recep-
tions for 1,100
yards and 19
touchdowns. He
had 80 receptions
and 16 touch-
downs as a junior.
He has been
selocted to play in
the Big 33 All- ’
Star game. Angelo Chattams

Chattaman
committed to OSU last summer. But
after Cooper's firing he visited Purdue
and considered the Boilermakers until
deciding on Feb. 6 to sign with OSU. He
holds a 3.1 GPA, scored a 20 on the ACT
and banchos 275 pounda,

* Ryan Cook, offensive lineman,
Martinsville, Ind, — Cook (6-7, 205,
4.95) was ranked Indianas sixth-best
senior prospect and the Midwest's No. 6
line prospect by The Midwest Recruiting
News. He wan a first-team All-Indiana
selection,

He was a three-year starter at offen-
sive tackle, Cook
attended summer
camps at OSU
and  Michigan
and had  offers
from OSU and
Indiana  before
committing to the
Buckeyes. Cook,
who benches 315
pounds, holds a
3.2 GPA and
scored o 1040 on Ryan Cook
the SAT,

¢ Dustin Fox, defensive back,
Canton (Ohio) GlenOak — Fox (6-0,

. 186, 4.4) was a SuperPrep All-American

pick, ranking as the nation's 10th-best
defensive back. TOFRN listed him as
Ohio’s third-best
proapect. He was
o first-team
Divigion I AP All-
Ohio selection on
defense as o
Junior and senior,
He was a three-
year starter at
free safety,

An o senior, he
recorded  three
interceptions, He
finished with 12
interceptions in his career, Starting at
tailback as well, Fox had 2,600 yards
rushing and 38 touchdowns in his
career. He played in the inaugural
National High School All-Star Game
and has been selected to play in the Big
33 All-Star game. His brother, Derek,
played at Penn State the last four years,
Uncles Kenny Kuhn, Richard Kuhn,
Mark Stier and Tim Fox played at Ohio
State.

Fox committed to OSU last summer
over Michigan and Penn State. Then,
after Cooper’s firing, he visited Penn

Dustin Fox

State. He finally decided between the
two schools on signing day, Fox, who
benches 260 pounds, holds n 2.8 GPA
and scored o 19 on the ACT.

* Simon Fraser, defensive end,
Upper Arlington, Ohio — Fraser (6-5,
260, 4.7) also was o Rivala100.com top 100
pick. SuperPrep named him to the Elite 50
team, ranking him at No. 40 overall
nationally and as the country’s fifth-best
defensive lineman. TOFRN listed him as
Ohio's fifth-best prospect. He was a first-
team Division 1 All-Ohio seloction as a
Jjunior and senior.

As n senior, he
had 130 tackles,
30 nacks, pix”
foreed  fumbles
and threo fumble
recoverios for the
16-0 Division |
atate  champi-
onship team,
He had 115 tack-
les and 18 sacks
as a junior and Simon Fraser
was a three-year
starter at defensive end. Fraser, who
benches 340 pounds, narrowed his chaic-
ea to 05U and Michigan before picking
the Buckeyes on July 21, He-holds o 3.8
GPA and scored a 22 on the ACT.

¢ Chris Gamble, wide receiver,
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard —
Gamble (8-2, 180, 4.43) was judged a
SuperPrep All-American, ranking an the
No. 14 overall prospect in the state of
Florida and No. 20 receiver prospect in
the country. The Jacksonville (Fla.)
Times-Union listed him as Florida's No.
1 receiving prospect. He wan a first-
team All-Florida pick as a senior.

As a senior, Gamble recorded 66
receptions for 1,012 yards and 10 touch-
downs for o 13-2 Dillard team that
reached the Class 6A state champi-
onship game. He also returned two kicks
and one punt for touchdowns, Gamble
holds a 2.8 GPA but needs to improve on
his test score to qualify.

¢ Marcus Green, defensive line-
man, Louisville (Ky.) Male — Green
(6-3, 300, 5.15) was regarded as the No.
1 lineman and No. 4 overall prospect in
the state of Kentucky by SuperProp. He
waos o first-tenm All-Kentueky selection
on offense and second-team selection on
defense, He
played both offen-
wive and defen-
sive tackle in
high school but
will play defense

tackles and 10
socks as o senior
for a team that
won the Clasa 4A
state  champi-
onship. He origi-
nally committed to Kentucky last fall
but reopened his search after UK was
nccused of recruiting violations, He also
visited Texas, Michigan State and
Indiana before picking the Buckeyes on
Jan. 26. Green holds a 2.7 GPA and
scored an 18 on the ACT. 3

¢ Maurice Hall, running back,
Columbus Brookhaven — Hall (5-10,
180, 4.3) was a Rivala100.com top 100
pick. He was also n SuperPrep All-
American, ranking No. 12 nationally

Marcus Green

~field goals in his

amaong all backs. He was listed as Ohio's
fourth-best prospect by TOFRN. He was
the Division Il Associated Pross offen-
sive player of the
year and a firsts
team  All-Ohio
selection. He was
also the winner of
the Watkins
Scholar-Athlete
Award,

Hall  rushed
for 3,067 yards
and 61  touch-
downs in leading
Brookhaven to a
playoff berth as o
senior. He also recorded eight receptions
with two touchdowns. He finished with
over 6,000 career yords. Hall visited
08U, Penn State, Georgin Tech, Florida
State and Northwestern before picking
the Buckeyes over FSU on signing day.
He holds a 4.0 GPA and scored a 19 on
the ACT.

. Ryan Hamby, tight end,
Cincinnati Moeller — Hamby (6-4,
246, 4.7) was ranked Ohio's 24th-best
prospect by TOFRN, He was a second-
team Division 1 All-Ohio selection and
first-toam All-Southwest District pick as
o penior.

" Aa a senior,
Hamby had 45
receptions for 700
yards and scored
seven touch-
downs for o 92
Division 1 playofl
qualifier. He also
played defensive
end. Hamby visit-
ed Indiana and
Miami (Ohio) Ryan Hamby
before commit-
ting to OSU over the weekend of Jan. 5.
He holda o 3.0 GPA and scored a 1060 on
the SAT.

. Mike Nugent, kicker,
Centerville, Ohio — Nugent (5-10,
165, 4.65) was n first-team Weatern
Ohio League and All-Southwest District
weloction. He was also a second-team
Division I All-Ohio selection,

Nugent connectod on 6 of 7 field goal
opportunities as a senior, when he also
werved as Centerville's quarterback, He
kicked o school-
record  52-yard
field goal this
past year. He con-
verted 13 of 17

Maurice Hall

career and was
perfect 29 of 29
on PATw in 2000,
He totaled 262
points in his four-
year carcer. He
also  looked at
Pittsburgh and
Central Michigan before committing to
OSU during his Feb. 2 official visit. He
holds o 3.3 GPA and has posted scores of
20 on the ACT and 1000 on the SAT,

For more on Nugent, see profile on
page 31.

* Adam Olds, offensive lineman,
Dublin (Ohio) Coffman — Olda (6-5,
270, 4.9) was ranked Ohio's 11th-best
proapect by TOFRN. He was o first-
team Division I All-Ohio selection. He
has been Coffman’s starting center and

Mike Nugent
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long snapper since his sophomore year
and also has played some at defensive

tackle.

He played in
the National High
School  All-Star
Gamo and has
been selected to
play in the Big 33
All-Star game. He
i the Central
Districts  top-
rated heavy-
woight wrestler in
Division I and Adam Olds
was o state meet
qualifier lnst year. Olds committed to
08U last Feb. 24. He benches 325
pounds, holds a 3.45 GPA and scored an
1110 on the SAT.

* JnJa Riley, running back, San
Diego Mission Bay — Riloy (6-2, 188,
4.4) was n SuperPrep All-American pick.
Thot mogazine ranked him as the
nation's  23rd-best back and o8
California's 12th-best prospect. He was o
first-team All-California Interscholastic
Federation Division 111 selection.

As a penior, ho
rushed for 1,600
yarda and 20
touchdowns. He
also hauled in 11
receptions for 150
yards, He helped
lead Mission Bay
to the CIF
Diyision I cham-
pium.hip with n

record. Riley N
08U Dec. JaJda Rile
2 'wd. committod a
during the visit, picking the Buckeyes
over USC, Oklahoma and Arizona State,
He holds o 2.8 GPA and scored a 860 on
the SAT,

* Lydell Ross, running back,
Tampa (Fla.) Gaither — Roas (6-0, 205,
4.5) was o SuperPrep All-American, rank-
ing a8 the country’s 38th-hest back and as
hin state's 21st-bost prospect. He was a
first-team Class 6A All-Florida selection
and won the Guy Toph Award as
Hillshorough County’s most outstanding
football player as a senior.

Ho rushed for 2,676 ynrds on 355 carries

LINE
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l‘L; ynmln per carry average) his final sea-

and scored 28 touchdowns. He also had
18 rmuplum for 200 yards, Ross originally
committed to Notre Dame. But he visited
05U Feb, 2, returned home and announced
for the Buckoyes on signing day. He also
saw Auburn and Flonda. Ross holds a 3.7
GPA and scored an 890 on the SAT.

* Brandon Schnittker, fullback,
Sandusky (Ohio) Perkins — Schnittker
(6-1, 265, 4.63) was rankod Ohio's 22nd -best
R}tnpucl by TOFRN. He was the Division

co-tdefensive player of the year and a
first-team All-Ohio
pick at linebacker.

As a penior, he
had 105 tacklos,
13 tackles for loss,
threo sacks, four
forced fumbles,
three fumble
recoverios and five
interceptions (two
for touchdowns).
On  offense, he
rushed for 900
yards and aver-
aged 9.2 yards per

Bmdon
Schnittker

carry. Schnittker commitied to OSU in -

October, Ho holds a 4.5 GPA on a 4.0 scalo
with honors cournes. He has scores of 20 an
the ACT and 1300 on the SAT.

* Quinton Thomas, defensive line-
man, Fort Landerdale (Fla.) Dillard
=~ Thomas (6-5, 255, 4.8) was considered
Florida's  34th-best pect by
SuperPrep. He joined Gamble on Dillard’s
state runner-up

As n senior, had 65 tackles,
four nacks, three forced fumbles and six
fumble recoverios. That followed a junior
season when he had 63 tackles and eight
sacks as a junior. He also plays
ball. Thomas visited N.C. State, lowa
State, Minnesota, OSU and Virginia Tech
before picking the Buckeyes on Jan. 31,
Thomas, who benches 205 pounds, holda
1 2.5 GPA and scored an 840 on the SAT.

= Andree Tyree, defensive line-
mnn, London, Ohio — Tyree (6-3, 280,
4.8) was n first-team Division 111 All-Ohio
solection on defense. He was ranked
Ohio's 17th-best prospect by TOFRN, He
hod experience ot defensive end, line-
backer and tight end this past season.

As a senior, he caught 24 passes for
450 yards with two touchdowns. Ho also

recorded 76 tackles with 11 tackles for
loss and three interceptions on defense.
He had soven
wacks as n junior
nnd eight sacks as
n homore. He
has been selocted
to play in the Big
33 All-Star game.
Tyree, who bench-
es 375 pounds,
was  offered o
scholarship dur-
ing the summer
camp before his
senior year and
ncoepted. He holds a 2.7 GPA and scored
n 19 on the ACT,
* Chris Vance, wide receiver, Fort
?’M‘IB-E l;& 4.5 IImllt,lfl‘;l‘:"u"'a v
‘ance (6-2, , 4.5) in orijnn o native
of Fort Myers, Fla. Hnmrdayndvlwl'ine
soasons at Fort Scott. He was an All-

Jayhawk Conference selection this past
season after earming honorable mention
all-conference honors in 1999,

Vance led Fort Scott in every receiving
category with 37
recoptions for 598
yards and 10
touchdowns, He
also returned 17
punts for 113
yards. In 1999,
Vance recorded 43
receptions for 688
yards and five
touchdowns,

Vanee actually
signed with OSU
— over Colorado
dnd Purdue — in December and enrolled
in time for winter quarter. He will par-
ticipate in spring football and will be eli-
gible as a junior this fall,

Chrls Vance
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“We buy and sell new and used Computers and Eleetronies”

“We specialize in Corporate Surplus”

When you or your company makes the dcclsmn of updating your tedmology there are

* many issues to be considered:

* Hazardous Waste
* EPA Guidelines
* Budget

* Transportation

* Inventory

* Serial Numbers

In order to eliminate the potential liability that might arise from improper disposal of your
electronic equipment, cinsider Bottom Line Computers.

Bottom Line Computers lets you concentrate on your business and gives you the piece
of mind to know that your out of date/out of use equipment is being handled by the best!

* Legal Action/Fines
* Data Security

* Staffing

* Storage

* Property Tags

= Asset Write Offs

Give us a call or visit our website and see whay we can do for you or your business!
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