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Taylor Gives
OSU Another
Great Moment

Legendary Coach, Former
Buckeyes Enjoy Spotlight
For St. John’s Final Game

By JEFF RAPP
Buekeyo Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

It win nearly the ultimate send-off,

But the majority of cheers and tears on digplay at the
farewell to St. John Arena were out of unconditional love
for o classic home eourt and proud program that hos
meant so much to Ohio State fhns.

On o night when the old shack packed ‘em in and
rocked one laat time, on an evening when fans and former
players wiped moist eyes ot the sight of former conch Fred
Taylor, in n season finale in which the Buckeyes actually
could have closed on w winning streak, the whole shooting
mateh went overtime,

Did the ghoat of Lynn Wilbur St. John orchestrate this?

The maogie, it seemed, just wouldn't end, even if Jim
Jackson had already left the arena to mnke it to Cleveland
at a reasonable hour., :

Now all the lovable but bumbling Buckeyes of present
had to do was o ahead and win the five-minute overtime,
putting un end to Penn State and 42 seasona of history. It
didn't happen, Grand old St. John went out, regrettably,
wilh o loas,

* But while the final outcome dampened the mood of the
13,276 or go in the building, it in no way overshadowed the
colebration that unfolded on Feb, 28, 1998,

8t John Arena, they say, will never host n Buckeye bas-
ketball game agnin, After this year, it may never host o
boys high sehool state championship again either, not with
the palatial Schottenstein Center going through ita final
stages of eonstruction down the street.

That nlone was reason for the return of o horde of former
players lnrge enough to line the edges of the playing floor.

“1 eame boaek out of respect for the guys [ played with
and the guys that came before me and after me,” former
point guard Curtis Wilson said. “I wanted to be able to sny
1 waos there when they closed it down. It's good to get bacl
and see the guys. U o special night for all of us,”

Wilson and contemporarios such as Granville Waiters,
Joe Concheck, Ronnie Stokes, Troy Taylor and Tony White
convened abt o pregame reception for former players at
Fronch Field House, More recent Buckoyes like Doug Etaler
and Riek Yudt also were on hand, Players from an earlier
ern like Allan Hornyal, Dick Furry, Larry Siegfried and Jim
Clenmons meshed in, too, So did the less recognizable but
perhaps most appreciative players from the late 195608 and
early '604 who witnessod firsthand the publics growing love
allair with Buekeye bagketball and St John,

“I wouldn't miss this for the world,” said former captain
Jim Lowghling o member of the 1956-57 team that opened
the nrena,

“It's great to come back and see o lot of the guys 1
haven't seen in o long time,” said Cleamons, who moments
later shared a hug with Jackson, his former player when
he conched the NBAS Dallas Maovericks,

Jackson has gince been traded to New Jersey,
Philadelphin and Golden State, his current team, As fote
would have it, his Warriors were scheduled to play the
Covaliers Mareh 1 and were blessed with a rare Saturday
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WELCOME BACK, COACH — Above, OSU
conch Jim O'Brien (right) greets former
conch Fred Taylor and his wife, Eileen, after
the final men's basketball game ever at St.
John Arena Feb, 28. At right, former
Buckeyes Bill Hosket (left) and Denny
Meadors assist Taylor to center court for a
halftime tribute,

off.
“Tt, was just fortunnte that 1 was playing in Cleveland
and had o day off,” said Jackson, arguably the lust great
Buckeye player. “When [ was in Boston, I coordinated it
with the conches that I could come to Columbus and just
drive up to Cleveland tonight.

“I had state tournaments here and Big Ten champi-
onghipa nnd those are memories that ean never be ernsed,
They may not play in the building anymore, but the mem-
ories are atill there”

As players exchanged stories and fables, associate aths
lotic divector Paul Krebs announced plans for a special
seating section for former players at the Scholtenstein
Center as well as a Fred Taylor Lounge.

“Its a pleasure to come in and see guys like Ron Stokes
and Granville Waiters and a lot of the former players,” said
Troy Taylor, Stokes' old running mate. “We've talked about
doing this type of thing more often instead of just waiting
for special occasions.

“It might be good ot the new arenn, where thoy're tallk-
ing about having a social hour before games.”

Coach Taylor Is The Glue

The iden of sending ofl St John, which will house only
Olympic sporta such s gymnastics, wreatling and volley-
ball beginning this fall, drew interest from many of the
players and managers,

But what bmu}:ht people from the nether reaches was
the appearance of Fred "E:ylur, wheelchnir-bound from
near-fatal brain ancurysm he suffered in April 1996, but
atill lueid enough to chitchat with players who helped
build his baskethall dynaaty.

“Itn sad, but it's not like they're throwing basketball
out," Taylor whispered when noked nbout the end of St.
John Arena,

Taylor rommed the sidelines there from 1958-59 to

s )

1975-76, amassing 297 wins, soven Big Ten titles, four
Final Four appearances and the progeam® only national
championship in 1960,

When aaked ifit would be an emotional moment to take
the St. John floor one last time, Taylor showed he atill had
his sense of humor by saying, “As long aa they don't ask me
to shoot.”

Several former playern wero obviously touched by his

resacnee,
“He taupght me everything,” said Hornyal, who lives in
the same Ohio town, Bellaire, that Thylor recruited him
out of in the late 19608, “Every accomplishment and honor

Continued On Page 20
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Penn State Spoils Final Game At
SJA, Claims 89-85 Overtime Win

By JEFF RAPP
Bugleye Sports Bulletin Staff Wrihr

On o night when seyeral former players
were honored and the program’s greatest
coach was showered with apprecintion,
Ohio State also saw the return of two
unwelcomed nemeses — fireo-throw shoot-
ing and three-point bomba,

Hoth helped visiting Penn State over-
come nn emotional night that sow the elos-
ing down of storied St. John Arena Feb, 28
in front of a sellout crowd of 13,276, In hit-
ting the big shota, the Nittany Lions (1611,
8-8) defeated the Buclmyu B9-85 in over-
time,

08U finished the regular senson at 8-21
and just 1-15 in the Big 'Ten, the win coming
earlier in the week at Wisconsin, The loss
left OSU in lst place in the Big Ten stand-
ings for the firet time since 1976-77,

OSU hoped to enter its March 5 Big Ton
tournnment, game on a high note, but Joe
Crispin and Pete Lisicky each scored six
points in the overtime to put PSU over the
Lop. r
“This is wvery disappointing,” said
Michael Redd, whose career-high 32 pointa
wasn't enough, “I know everyone wanted us
to get this victory, Wo had a chonee to win.
Wo just didn't make plays at the end and
Penn State did.”

05U coach Jirn O'Brien participated in
postgame festivities by greeting an ailing

NEew Prans. NEw RATEs.

Fred Taylor, the winningest coach in
the program's history, and watching
Gene Millard’s coremonial final bas-
ket.

Those positive experiences earried
into his postgame press conference
deapite OSU's hard-to-swallow defeat.

“You take away the final score and
the outeome and I don't think we could
have asked for a better night, a better
sotting, ond o more competitive
game,” he said, “T think both teams
are to be congratulated for that, This
is us good a way Lo finish off a legacy
of a building.”

But it didn't take long for O'Brien's
mood to turn as he disseeted the stat
sheet, As he pointed out, OSU man-
aged 13 more shots and hit 50 percent
from the field, outreboundegd PSU 33-
29 and committed just 10 turnovers,

“All the things that have plagued
s all yoar long we did o very good job
at," he said, “But the one thing that is
glaring is our inability to make free
throws, and that really bit us tonight.
Wo talked all year long how in one of
these games that was going o jump
up and get ug, and tmlght. at was o

* big difference in the game.”

Especially considering while OSU
was stroggling to hit 17 of 32 (53.1

percent) of its freo throws that Penn State
canned 28 of 36 (77.8), an effort led by

Lisicky's perfect 10-for-10 showing at

(SREAT

COMING AT YOU — OSU

HEVIN DYE
guard

Michael Redd takes this play right at
Penn State's supreme shot blocker
Calvin Booth. Redd scored a career-

high 32 points in the 89-85 loss,

alripe,

the

SERVICE.

And a8 hos been the case in seemingly
every league home game this season, the

Pann State 89, Ohlo State 85

S1. John Arana; Columbus, Ohlo
w n [

Ponn State mln ma  ma ot 8 pl tp
Jocksan 6 00 24 12 01 2
ory v 28 34 13 1 4 @
Rooth 37 6810 24 00 1 4 12
Crispin 20 49 00 13 2 0 12
Linlehy 37 540 1040 01 2 2 24
Grays 28 23 00 OO Y 2 B
Stophens a8 686 T8 17 2 a4 17
Cranshiow 2 00 00 00 02 O
Cline-Heard 7T 11 23 24 32 4
Stovenson 20 24 23 24 3 2 4
Witkowsky 2 00 00 00 0O O

BT T T T e o e T

11:26, 440 (Ivory 28, Crispin 4.8, Lisicky 4.8, Grays

1.2, Stevensen 01). Team rebounds: 1. Blocked

shots: O (Booth 5) Turmovers: 8 (Dooth 2, Stevanson

2, Ivory, Wislcky, Stephens). Staala: 2 (Ivory, Graya),
[} "l

g1=f:

Ohlo State  min  wea ot &pl o 1p
Sanderson A3 48 410 0 3 12
Rodd 48 1123 818 48 74 32
Hannn i7 37 34 11 0 4 @
Diwvis 43 &0 11 17 12 14
Cataman a8 37 00 12 83 8
Jahnmon 16.22 13 13 0.4 B
Singloten 19 14 12 22 3 3 3
Harion 712 o0 00 00 2
Lumakin 6 00 00 01 00 O
Sioalo 1 00 00 00 0 2 O

14, 420 (Sonderson 14, Redd 256, Dovie 1-2,
Coleman 26), Team rebounds: 1. Dlacked ahote: 0,
Tumovars: 10 (Davis 4, Sanderson 2, Redd 2, Johngon
2). Stoals: 6 (Road 2, Dovis 2, Sanderson),

Habftime: Oblo State 30, Penn Stato 30,
Ragulation: 7676, Technleal Fouls: none, Officlala:
Bowva, Drury, Grisaem, A: 13,276,

vigitors looked comfortable at the three-
point are, Crispin and Lisicky both hit 4 of 8
from there na the Lions shot 44 percent from
deep,

Big Shots At Bad Timos
08U took o briof 78-77 lead in overtime,

Continued On Page 23

Health insurance. Its a tough market out there. And lnsu'llly it comes down to Ihru' things—product,

price, and service.

John Alden has all three. We've got brand new plans that are custom-designed for your area. We've got new
prices that are competitive and aflordable for small businesses. And we back it up with the quality service
and support you need before and alter the sale.

Call today for a free quote

‘Denny Glick, ext. 6209

800-759-6762 ® Fax: 614-764-0178

- @ John Alden Hea
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Fond Farewell For St. John

Continued From Page 1

I had was because of that man right there,
I haven't seen him since '93. It was nice
seeing him again.”

“It's great to see him out of the rehab
facility,” added Furry, eaptain of the famed
‘G0 team, “He's excited about being here
tonight and getting to come back and see
evorybody. He remembered just about
everybody's name and if he didn't, he
plekeed it out right away.

“I'his is something that had to happen
ag fir as I'm concerned. In many ways,

Frod Tuylor started the situation that was.

Bt, John Arena."

Added Siegfried, pointing to Taylor,
“This is why we're here, He was reaponsi-
ble ng the conch for starting that legncy
and tradition, He's why we're here tonight.
Without him here, I don't see the point of
being here, I'm tickled to death to see him
here,

“That's what we all want to see with
Ohio State basketball. Some of these
things have drifted away the lost few
years, Hopefully Coach (Jim) O'Brien can
pick it all up and put it all together.”

A Night To Romembaor

Once ingide the arena, seniors Carlos
Davis and Eric Hanna, os well as senior
managers and cheerleaders, were honored.
Then eame an even bigger treat,’

" While funs were still giddy about a
Michael Roddm‘{umm to end the first half
with 08U ing 39-36, the former play-
eri were introduced to the sellout crowd —
duclkson, Jay Burson, Bill Hosket and
Cleamons receiving the warmest ovations,
The cheers built to a erescendo for the
introduction of Taylor ns Hosket and
Denny Meadors escorted him to mideourt.

The conch was erying head down, and
80 were many in the stands,

“That was a very emotional moment for
all of ua," former player Rich Hoyt aaid,
“When you think about what all he accom-

hed in his years here and seeing every-

come back tonight, it was quite a
Hoene,

“He enme into that reception before the
game and he seemed to know just about
everybody who came up to him, It was just
u real treat” ;

The fans got a heart-atopper of another
lind & minute into the second half when
Penn State’s Joe Crispin chased a loose
ball to the northwest corner of the court
where Taylor was seated and ended up
standing on the press table above the

Moments later, longtime Big Ten official
Phil Bova acknowledged Thylor with a
friendly nod before Bin'nnlinE for play to
resume, This was St. John's kingdom, but
Fred R. Taylor had the throne,

Erasing the bitter expression lefl from
an 8986 overtime defeat, O'Brien made
sure to wall aeross court to Taylor,

““I hope we gave you enough entertain-
ment tonight,” he said with a smile and
gentle shake of the hand. “I am go happy
you came over for this.”

O'Brien later recounted the moment to

reporters,

“I just told him 1 hope he's doing well,"
e said, “T was really happy he was able to
et here, When you talk about Ohio State
basketball, you have to tallkk about one
name and thats Fred Taylor, He has
meant more to this program than any
other single n."

Another longtime coach grabbed the
npotlight briefly when Gene Millard, cred-
ited with scoring the firmt basket in the

center stage.

arenn in o 1956 win over Butler, took a
coremonial last shot, Millard lettered for
Floyd Stahl at Ohio State from 1956-67
and went on to a highly successful coach-
ing stint ot local Bexley High School.

He didn't disappoint those who
stayed on hand by dribbling in for n
right-handed layup, then surprising all
by toam'r&up ~ and nailing — o 19-foot~
er from the top of the key, Millard's foot
was neross the throa-ﬂoint line, but hey,
they didn't have such things when he
played in the arena.

After the OSU pep band played o stir-
ring rendition of “Carmen Ohio," it was
time to say goodbye and reflect on yet
another thriller of a game.

“The tradition and the atmosphere
has not gone lost on me," said O'Brien,
OSU's first-yenr conch, "It ig very obvi-
ous to see why people have such a high
regard, But the thing I think is impor-

tant is you could play in any building

that you want, The thing that makes
thia apecial right now is not the build-
ing, but the people that come into the
building. And I think all the people here
... they have stood up like you cannot
belisve and made this a memorable sea-
son for us even under the conditions that
we were faced with with not being very
aucceasful,

“It excites me to think that when we got.

fzood — and we are going to get good — our
pmgﬁn: could be something thats very
apecial,

That was evident when reporters laft
O'Brien’s press conference to find hun-
dreda of fans still soaking in the arenn
with the elock ticling 11 pm.

No doubt these diehards were still try-
ing to fifure out why all good things must

come to an end.

BSB editor Steve Helwagen contributed
to this story.

HONORING THE COACH — A group of 127 former
08U players and managers surround the St. John
Arena court as former coach Fred Taylor takes

STEVE HELWAGEN

oy

STEVE HELWAGEN
GREAT TO SEE YOU — Former OSU All-American
Allan Hornyak greets his coach, Fred Taylor, at a
pregame reception at French Field House.

: “STEVE HELWAGEN
TWO OF THE BEST — Former Buckeye stars Jim Cleamons (left)

and Jim Jackson share a word. The two worked together last year
while Cleamons coached Jackson, for the NBA's Dallas Mavericks.
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STV WA
ON THE RADIO — Jim Cleamons (left) spends some time reminisc-
ing about his St. John Arena memories with WBNS Radio'’s Terry

Smith and former Buckeye star Jay Burson (right).

HEVIN DYE

GAME OF HIS LIFE — OSU senior Eric Hanna had hardly played
all sepson, scoring just five points coming into the home finale. But
against Penn State, Hanna notched nine points, including this
nifty reverse as PSU’s Calvin Booth looks on.

HI, COACH — Former Buckeye star Larry Siegfried greots
his former conch Fred Taylor upon Taylor’s arrival at the
French Field House reunion.

STEVE HELWAGEN

BIG MAN REUNION — This group of OSU forwards and centers from the e § e .
KEVIN DYE

19705 and "80s posed for a photo at the pregame reunion, Pictured are, left ;
to right, Rick Smith, Granville Waiters, Tony White, Joe Concheck and Jim LAST SHOT — Former Buckeye Gene Millard (loft) jokes with
Honigfond: : 0SU coach Jim O’'Brien before making the “final shot” at St.

John Arena, Millard, who made the first shot in a game at the

arena in 1956, also sank a three-pointer for good measure.
: BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN March 7, 1998 » 21
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PSU Wms SJA Finale

{prospect) for sure, But he likes to play on
the perimeter and I don't know how he'll
do in the Big Ten.

“But he'll do a good job for Ohio State.
They need bodies and he's better than
some of the guys they've got.”

Waeaser has scen Reese play four
times this season and he and Ball again
will be watching Llurmg the NJCAA tour-
nament,

“He's very physical and he can shoot
very well,” Wacaser added. "He has a nice
ingide-outside game, He gets points in
bunches and he’s a very confident player.
But he doesn't rip down ns many big
rebounds as 1 would like.”

Reese has grown a couple, of inches
gince high school and has intrigued sev-
eral programs. But while schoola like
UCLA and [llinoia showed only moderate
interest, the OSU staff, especially assis-
tant Dave Spiller, treated Reese like a
priority recruit,

“Ohio State has been involved for a
long time; and just, to be honeat with
. you, nutwnrkod everyono clse,” Imhoff
said,

“I'm happy for George and I don't
think as a coach you should ever deny a
young man a chance to come home,"

Reese could sign as early as April 8
but could wait until all his academic
affairs are in ordor. He's on courge to
graduate from Logan May 7 and will
turn 21 the following day.

That may be an ideal day to sign his
letter of intent considering all he's been
‘through and the maturation that has
come with it. ;

“That's what Coach O’Brien said he
likes most about me — that I've been
through a maturing process,” Reese said.
“Now hopefully 1 can help bring their
program along. I think by my senior yoar
we can be real, real legit.

“I've won at every level and I don't
want to come to some program that's
going to go like 5-20 two years in o row. I
don't see anything but good things ahead
with Coach O'Brien. I just believe in him,
And his resume speaks for itself”

Recse said he hasn't talked to the
08U coaches about enrolling in the sum-
mer but he plans to be around. Last year
he helped Andrew's Insurance win the
Worthington Summer League title, This
year he could join up with old friend and
former Buckeye Lawrence Funderburke.

“We talked the other day and he said,
‘T'm going to get you roady.’ That's got me

excited,” Reese said. *1 just can't wait to

get in there and get my feot wnt."_

Harrington Has Big Decision Ahead

As BSB has reported, some in the
recruiting biz believe New Jersey prod-
uct Al Harrington is considering the NBA
and also is looking to stay close to home,
meaning St. John's, Villanova and Seton
Hall could be in the best position.

That leaves Ohio State in the “sleep-
er” category, but certainly the Buckeyes
shouldn't be counted out, especially since

Harrington visited OSU and came home |

intrigued.

And the other undeniable player in
the Harrington sweepatakes is Georgin
Tech. Yellow Jackets coach Bobby
Creming is a notorious recruiter and is
+ benefiting from the play of freshman sen-

sation Dion Glover, The future also looks
< bright with the transfer of Jason Collier
and encouraging play . from freshman
guard Travis Spivey. ;
Harrington also visited Georgia Tech
and is comfortable with Cremins and
stafl, He also no doubt is following the
senson of genior forward Matt Harpring.
Knowing you are very talented and you
would be asked to take over for a player

who is among the top scorers and
rebounders in the ACC, if nothing else, ia
an interesting proposition.

“It allows Cremins another recruiting
pitch in hig winterlong battle for one of
the nation's top five prep prospecta,” an
Eastern Basketball article said recently
of Harpring’s big year. "Hnn'ingtun is a
budding superstar who is nearly unstop-
pable at the high achool level when he
gaing position on the blocks. His post
maves, turnaround jumper and affinity
for finigshing plays after drawing a foul
mr:kn him a 25-point-a-game-plus scor-
er. :

Harrington, who stars for rmtmnn]ly
ranked Elizabeth St. Patrick, is being
listed at 6-9 (up from 6-8) by most publi-
cations, maybe because he's becoming
more and more dominant inside. He
already projects as a dream power for-
ward at the college level, but he wants to
be able to play out on the wing as a colle-
gian with the NBA beckoning,

What he doesn't want to do is end up
playing solely in the middle out of need.

“With Collier in the fold, that is no
longer a problem at Tech,” Eastern
Basketball said. “Consider that an
advantage.”

While announcing a Georgin Tech-
Clemson game on ABC March 1, analyst
Dick Vitale said Harrington was down to
three schools — Georgin Tech, St. John's
and' Seton Hall. Harrington and his
conch, Kevin Boyle, could not be reached
for comment. The Buckeyes haven't been
considered a viable option by many for
months now even though Harrington
ingists they are.

Harrington previously told BSB his
vigit to Columbus sold him to the point
where “Ohio State should be in it right to
the end.” He haa scheduled no other offi-
cial visits as yet:

Considered the top unsigned player in
the country, Harrington’s signature
would greatly elevate the class rank of
any school, especially Ohio State or
Georgia Tech.

Harrington recently was named a
Mchna]dsA]I -American to no one's sur-

prise. He's already a member of the USA

junior national team and is a top candi-
date for, USA Today prep-player-of-the-
year honors,

0SU Hanging Onto Ball-Of Late

With a regular-season closing crusher
to Penn State that dipped their record to
8-21 and 1-15 in the Big Ten, the
Buckeyes are not exactly brimming with
confidence. But O'Brien and gang do
believe they can pull off an upset at the
Big Ten tournament in Chicago, One rea-
gon: better ball handling.

0SU actually had committed fowar
turnovera than their opponents in six
straight games until the tussle with
Penn State. But even in that game,
which went into overtime, the Buckeyes
totaled just 10 turnovers.

That gave them an average of 11.7 in.

their last seven, well below the mark of
17.1in the first 22,

“When we played Towa in Iowa City
we only had 12 or 13 turnovers (actually
14) against a team that pressed us, so we
were very good against their pressure.

_ But all the teams that we have played

Iawly — Michigan is a half-court defen-
give team; we've playad Penn State, they
don't pressure; we've played W]awnsm.
they don't press — we haven't turned the
ball over too much, but it's more because
of their style,” O" Bricn said.

Still, the trend is encournging. OSU
has now forced more turnovers (478)
than it has committed (460) with the
tournament pending.

Continued From Pagﬂ 19

but Crispin gave his team the edge for good
by canning a trey from in front of his boud:.
and over OSU's Carlos Davis,

“T didn't think he would take that &Imt."
Davis said, “I was trying to see what waa

' going on behind me and when [ turned back

around he just shot it.”

OSU got within 82-80 moments later,
but Redd failed to complete a three-point
play, missing his eighth free throw of the
night, and Ken Johnson missed the front
ond of a one-and-one seconds later.

Thats when Crispin, a 6-1 freshman,
struck again, this time dgaining a long three
with Neshaun Coleman right in his mug
and with just 34 seconds on the game clock.

*“I had o hand in his face and everything,”
Coleman said. “It was a big shot. He hit it,
whether it was luck or a good shot or whats
ever. You have to give him credit.”

The game began with a trio of threes —
one by PSUS Titus Ivory and answers from
Jon Sanderson and Coleman, But in this
shootout, it was a matter of who struck lnst.

Lisicky made sure it wasn't Ohio State
by hitting all six free-throw attempts in
overtime,

- He closed the curtain on the regular sea-
son, St. John and seniors Davis and Eric
Hanna by eatching an inbounds pass with
gix seconds left, drawing the foul and swish-
ing a pair at the line,

“That's really frustrating bocause we had
planned to face guard him and somehow ho
ot free,” Redd said.

Loft Seelng Redd

Redd also lamented his lost chances in
regulation. With OSU clinging to a 76-74
lead, he drew a foul but hit only one of two
free throws. Moments later ho was blocked

Ivory. Calvin Booth tied the game at 76-
76 with a hook shot, but the Buckeyes still
had time to give their super frosh one more
chance in the final seconds, just as they had
time in the previous home  game with
Indiana.

This time Redd wheeled into the lane,
but he stumbled and came up short on a
pull-up jumper.

“We got whnt we wanted to do (at the
end) against Indiann, which was get the
ball in his hands, and he got in the lane,”
1(lI!rum said, “1 think he Jjust ran out of
CfI8.

“T was fatigued,” Redd admitted, “They
did a good job of bodying me up all night
and being physical with me. That kind of
wore me down,”

An Ivory nirball before the regulation
buzzer scemed to signal overtime, but
O'Brien was told in the huddle that a shot
clock violation would give OSU the ball
back with 1.6 seconds left. He called for o
John Lumpkin heave, which sniled off the
fingertips of Sanderson and set up the
nerve-racking OT.

Penn State may have been warmed to the
task by having to play at Wisconsin Jan, 14
mngmmtlmtmmtmmdmonwi{ulﬂ
Center. The Nita fell 76-67 in that test but
entered play with wins in four of their Inst six
to set up a shot at a 500 confierence mark,

“T thought thia was louder longer, no
question about it," PSU conch Jnrry Dunn
said of St. John Arena. “Thia is o tough
place to play. I think it's one of the l.aug!msr.
in the Big Ten,"

It was downright uproarious whun
Redd hit from the top of the key at the end
of the half to give OSU a 39-36 advantage
that segued right into the memorable half-
time salute to Taylor and former players
and managers,

The good feelings continued into the
gecond half when Hanna, a lanky and sel-
dom-used walk-on, continued to work on o
career night in his only start.

He banked home n high turnaround
over Booth and tallied on a nifty reverse in
consecutive possessions to give OSU a 62~
39 lead and frenzy the erowd.

Hanna had scored five pointa all season
coming in but tallied nine in 17 minutes of
getion. Davis also played well in his swan
song with 14 points and seven rebounds,

Sanderson had n double-double with 12
points and 10 rebounds and Redd added
gix coaroms seven nssists to his 32

ints.

Lisicky led PSU with 24 points and
Jarrett Stephens logged 17 points and
seven rebounds off the bench,
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St John Arena Fmale Was Memorable Nzght

I wasn’t nearly as emotional as I
thought I might be as they brought the cur-
tain down on Ohio State basketball at St.
John Arena on Feb. 28. .

Before I try to explain thig, let me say
that the Ohio State athletic department

did an outstanding job of making the
evening a tasteful and special event. From
the free souvenir programs, to the more -

than 100 returning players being efficient-

~ ly presented at halftime, to Fred Taylor’s -

appearance, to Gene Millard’s final bucket,
— and his three-pointer for good measure

— to the singing of “Carmen Ohio,” it was,

all first-clags and extremely well executed.
Well executed with'the possible excep-

tion of the fact that the current Buckeyes'
blew a big lead and couldn't bring the cur-

tain down on a winning note, an ‘ending
that would have been so ﬁthng Just the

fact that the game went into overtime.
seemed uppmpnute a8 we were allowed to.
savor basketball in St. John Arena for Justj,

a little longer.

can be moved by the singing of “Carmen

Ohio” even on an unoventful day, it being *
such- a beautiful and appropriate alma:
mater. So I was certainly touched as the -

pep band and cheerleaders closed out'the
evening and an era with the song. -

Yet at no point during the ovemng was
I'overwhelmed by, the fact I was viewing

'I'HE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
~ Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

my final basketball game in the building in‘

which I have viewed the bulk of the bas-
ketball games I've seen in my lifetime.

As the crowd thinned out and I viewed
the near-empty arena, I started to under-
stand why I was not more moved. I looked
at the well-lit court, the big scoreboard that

_igonly a few years old the well-maintained

wooden seats that I huve always loved —

. just the overall good condition of the build-

ing and I realized that I can’t really picture
myself not attending games there.. I cer-
tainly can’t picture myself @ in the
Schottenstein Center, standing with but

half a roof; only a few hundred yards away. :

The only sports facility closing I've ever
really been associated with is the old

. Municipal Stadium on the lake in
Sure I wag a little misty when I‘red
Taylor was bmught Qut to midcourt, And I -

Cleveland. I loved that stadium and was
perfectly willing to have the Indians stay
there. But let’s face it. It was a bit of a
dump. It was time to either radically over-
haul it or move. ‘

St. John Arena, on the other hand, looks
as if it could house basketball for many,
many years to come, just as it will play
host to OSU’s Olympic sports, I'm sure into
the distant future. .

It’s a sure way
to perk them up.

Send the FTD®
Pick-Me-Up® Bouquet.

They’ll perk right up when
they sce this oversized mug
filled with bright flowers and

a rich blend pack of fresh green
mountain ground coffee.

From $32.95

Some of Life's Best
Monents Come FTD

FLORISTS INC.

865 DeSantis Court
Columbus, OH 43214

 614/451-4414

® A Repjstered Trademark of Florists Transworld Delivery, Inc. ™ A Trademark of Florists' Transworld Delivery, Inc.
© 1998 Florisw® Transworld Delivery, Inc.

Progress .is- inevitable, however. And

‘just as I immediately fell in love with

Jacobs Field, I am sure that I will love the

Schottenstein Center. There will be all that

exploring of the facility once it opens, just
as I wandered around Jacobs Field, taking
in each nook and cranny, on my first sever-
al visits there,

But until I am in my seat in the
Schottenstein Center — in the balcony, I'm
gure — I guess I will still feel like St. John
Arena is the basketball Buckeyes’ home.

The Salute Yo Fred Taylor

Hopefully, the closing ceremonies at St.
John Arena and Taylor’s presence there
will help heal some of the obvious wounds
felt by many of his players.

. You don’t have to speak to a lot of
“I'red’s Formers” to realize that many of
them are quite bitter about the way they
feel he was treated at the end of his tenure
at OSU. It is also clear that many former
players — and fans — believe that the new
building should have béen named after
him or that there should at least be a sig-
nificant monument to Ohio State’s greatest
cage coach.

The realities of athletic financing these
days probably eliminated the possibility of
the building being named after Taylor.
Sure, it would have been nice if some busi-
ness put up the millions of dollars in nam-
ing rights and then named it after Taylor.
But few businesses have the type of money
to be that benevolent.

If the ground rules were that money
was going to buy the naming rights of vir-
tually every corner of the building, maybe
the former players who felt so strongly
about a fitting tribute to Taylor should
have put together the fund-raising effort to
establish such recognition.

Certainly the athletic department,
which would ultimately name the road
adjacent to the building after Taylor,
should have been on top of the situation
more quickly and established a fitting
memorial to Taylor from the outset.

What’s past is past, however, from
Taylor’s dismissal to the perceived slight at
the new building. ’

By attending the final game at St. John
Arena — a building he seemed to con-
sciously avoid after his dismissal - despite
being confined to a wheelchair, Taylor
seemed to be indicating that it was time to
move forward, that Ohio State basketball
was bigger than Fred Taylor or St. John
Arena or the Schottenstein Center. The
buildings, the players, the coaches, the
fans are all just pieces that make the pro-
gram so great.

But there- is no question that Fred
Taylor is one of the biggest pieces. And per-
haps the b(.uu\.y of the final game in St.
John Arena is that through all the media
coverage, the anecdotes from the various
players and coaches, the general reminisc-
ing, maybe Fred Taylor is finally gatting
hig due.

Taylor Momorlu

Local writer, historian and ull-nmund
good guy Bob Thomas has offered to send
copies of two pieces on Taylor from
Thomas’ second volume of “Columbus
Unforgettables” to anyone who sends a

. gelf-addressed stamped envelope. The first

is a question-and-answer with the coach on
the 1960 championship team. The second
is an article centering on a roast of Taylor
back in 1985. :

Send your SASE to Bob Thomas, C/O
Buckeye Sports Bulletin, PO. Box 12453,
Columbus, Ohio 43212,

St. John Fun Fact

I got my first Ohio State basketball
media guide in 1980-81, when I was writ-
ing for the old Buckeye Leaves. I still have
it, with Herb Williams pulling down a
rebound on the cover. I must have had
more time back then because I used to just
pore over guides like that. One of the
things that always stuck with me from the
media guide was in the description of St.
John Arena.

They touted the fact that with 16 stair-
ways from the main concourse to the bal-
cony and 15 exits, the building “can be
emptied in seven minutes.” At some point,
in the last 17 years they stopped including
that assertion in the St. John sketch. I
wonder if the building can still be emptied
that fast. For that matter, how did they
come up with that time in the firat place?

Practice Those Froo Throws

The men’s basketball team lived and
died by the free throw in its final week of
Big Ten action, The Buckeyes, who have
had problems from the stripe all year, hit
their free throws down the stretch to keep
Wisconsin at bay in their only conference
win of the season,

They came back a couple of days later
and hit just 17 of 32 from the line for 53.1
percent, including 41.7 percent in the sec-
ond half in losing to Penn State. An'even
average showing at the line and. the
Buckeyes could have ended the regular
geason and the St. John era with a victory.

I don’t care what kind of talent the
Buckeyes bring in next season. If they
don’t start hitting from the line, they're
still going to have problems. Talent is gen-
erally God-given, But free-throw ability
usually comes with pmchce Work on
them, guys!

Bringing Back The Cup ‘

When Buckeye .Sporls Bulletin ongmub-
ed the Ohio Cup back in 1983, we certain-
ly thought it would reside in Columbus a
fair amount of the time.

The hockey Buckeyes won the inaugur-
al Cup in what was probably the Golden
Age of Ohio State hockey. Led by the

Pooley brothers, Andy Browne, Dave

Kobryn and a host of other fine players, the
Buckeyes posted a 26-9-1 record that sea-
son and were 30-10-1 the following year,
finishing second in the CCHA both seasons
and advancing to Joe Loum Arena both
times.

But the Buckeyes posted only one win-
ning season after that until this year and,
after that 1983 season, the Ohio Cup
stayed in either Bowling Green or Oxford.
That is until Feb. 26, when the Bucks
clinched the Cup on their home ice with a
thrilling 3-1 win over Miami.

We started the Cup to enhance and sup-
port collegiate hockey at all three of the
Ohio hockey schools: But I must admit that
all of us here were thrilled when the
Buckeyes skated around their rink in their
final home game there with the Cup held
high.

Here's hoping this is a new Golden Age
in OSU hockey.
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