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Offense Under
Close Scrutiny
During Spring

Coordinator Bollman Busy
Assessing Key Personnel

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Dueckeyes Bports Bulletin Staff Writer

At about 4 pm. on April 27, Ohio State fans will
heir outlook on how they feel the
I do this yoar.
the time the annual Scarlet and Gray
¢ should end, and the precise moment that the
1 go into overload about their team
Should the offense struggle, you can bet that will be
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A PIECE OF ADVICE — Ohio State offensive
coordinator Jim Bollman (right) gives some
instruction to offensive lineman Steve Winner,
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“You're only as good as your weakest link, and we
want to try minimize the number of weak links we
have,” Bollman said. “That's why this time of year is so
crucial, We can teach and tell them what to ||,u. but 1,}.1-_\'
need to go out and execute it."

Ohio State head conch Jim Tressel will be watching
nse with a keen eye, and he believes the spring
d for honing and improving in all nspects of the
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“There are a lot of fundamental things,” Tressel

Continued On Page 12

Stockman, Sullinger Find
New Home With Buckeyes

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stalf Writer

Few people go through life without an
older, wiser person telling them to be
careful not to burn their bridges
O'Brien took

Apparently Jim

that

piece of advice to heart when he decided
to get into the coaching profession. As
most people know by now, O'Brien is will-
ing to leave the door open when dealing
with prospective players, a trend that
has paid off handsomely in recent years,
He arrived in Columbus five years
ago, and scon after one of his player:
from Boston College decided to tag along
His name was Seconie Penn. Less than
i later, O'Brien and Penn were
]Jll}‘,mru: ench other on the court, cutting
down the nets in Knoxville, Tenn., and
leading the Buckeyes to the Final Four.

two ye

JuJ. Sullinger

Tony Stockman

Another player O'Brien once got o
commitment from at BC, Sean Connolly,
stayed in the st for n year at
Providence then realized he wanted to
join the fun at OSU, Connolly has helped

Continued On Page 22

Vandy’s Foster
Gets Nod For
Women’s Post

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stalf Writer

Many people see the Ohie State women's basketball
program as one that has underachieved the last few
yonrs

Two NCAA berths, one WNIT title and no Big Ten
championships since the Final Four run of 1993 have
meant nine years of what could have been

But Jim Foster sees it as a sleeping giant, a program
that can reach the heights already scaled by Purdue and
Notre Dame, two of the best in the Midwest

That belief in OSU made Foster itchy enough to leave
a cushy job at Vanderbilt where he led the
Commodores to a 30-7 record and No. 5 ranking thi
son — and take over a Buckeye team that was in serioun
need of a makeover

Foster, who went 504-225 in 24 yeoars of collegiate
coaching at Vandy and St Joseph's, was introduced Apnil
7 na the seventh women's basketball coach in OSU histo-
ry and immediately set his sights on reaching the top.

“When an oppartunity knocks, you have to take a
chance," Foster said, “I'm someone who has aspired to
reach the highest level, and this university | the
potential to wan the last game of the season. There's only
one team that wins the last game of the son and that's
the national championship game. Thats why | came
here.

“In order to do that wo haw
Ten, we have to compete at the
ying well into March.”

Foster received a five-year deal with termas bolioved to
be around $400,000 per seasan. That is roughly $100,000
a year more than his predecessor, Beth Burns, made
annually during her five-year stay. Her contract was not

y start to win the Big
| necessary that we're

Continued On Page 26

STIVE MELWAGEN

A JIM DANDY — New Ohio State women's

basketball coach Jim Foster, late of
Vanderbilt, speaks to reporters following his
April 7 introduction.
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For Added Weaponry, Look To The C’s

We'ro going to play a modified gnme of
name association this time, beginning with
some observations from the first week of
spring football. (Wo'll be back in two weeks
with The Spring Answer Man.)

* Drew Carter, Bam Childress and
Angelo Chattams — These three Ca
have already raised some eyebrows in the
first week of spring ball.

Granted, Michasl Jankins, Chris Vance
und Chris Gamble figure to get the lion's
share of the work at wide receiver this fall.
But these three aren't settling for pine
time,

Offensive coordinator Jim Bollman has
made noise of using more three- and four-
wide receiver sots, and theso are the guys,
it appears, who will be counted on to help
fill those formations out,

Carter (leg) and Chattams (knee) seem
to be making strong recoveries from injury
problems, while the enthusiastic Childress
is proving to be a great weapon in the open
field.

* [van Douglas — Douglas also hns
rebounded from a season lost due to blood
clots in his lungs. He is working toward
showing he is relinble enough to start at
offensive tackle.

* Ryan Hamby — Ben Hartsock is
penciled in as the starter at tight end, but
Hamby, a redshirt freahman, could be a
solid No. 2. In the first week, he waa daz-
zling ns a pass-catching threat.

* Maurice Clarctt — It's rare that
players live up to their advance billing, but
Clarett seems to be the real deal. Again, we
have just three days of returns and
Clarcott's surgically repaired thumb must
stand up to the test of time.

But this guy is driven to succoed. I'm
not sure if some of the upperclassmen
know how to take Clarett, who allegedly
has taken up residence in the weight room.

Mike Doss, seeing this kid's enormous
potential, has taken him under his wing,
which is good to hear.

The impact of Clarett’s performance in
the spring's first “Hoot and Holler® drill
April 6 will not fade anytime soon (sce
Spring Diary, pages 19-20).

+ Simon Fraser — A winter in the
weight room has helped the rawbdned
Fraser develop as a solid contribulor at
defensive end. Due to a lack of depth, he is
I;tltinz a ton of reps and making the most
of it.

¢ Cie Grant — [ know [ was on Grant
pretty hard last season for his showing as
a cover corner. But [ think the senior has
found his niche as an outside linebacker.
His sure-handed tackling and newfound
ability to play in space should pay huge
dividends this fall.

Moro Names Of Note

* Jim Foster — OSU's new women's
basketball conch may be the most decorat-
ed coaching hire the school has ever made
in any marquoe sport,

Think about it: Who had accomplished
anything close to what Foster has in their
respective sports prior to coming to OSU? I
know John Cooper's star was bright after
he had won the Ross Bowl a year prior to
coming to Columbus. And Jim Tressel hos
four antional championships on his
resume, although those were in Division I-
AA

But Foster led his teams to 16 of the
last 18 NCAA Tournaments. His
Vanderbilt squads played for five Final
Four berths, making it once.

After attending his introductory pross
conference, [ camo away wholly impressed.

1 think Andy Geiger and Miechelle Willis
hit a home run with this hire. He is a
proven commodity who can recruit and

My overfunder an the first Value City
Arenn sellout for women's basketball is
two yoars,

* Brit Kirwan — I'm really sad to see
08U lose this president. Kirwan seemod to
have great aspirations for Ohio State, but
he encountered opposition everywhere he
tumed, from his own board of trustees to
this state's inept legislature.

As Joo Hallett of The Columbus
Dispatch argued, “It is hard to run a pub-
lic university in a state with a government
lacking vision and rationality.”

It would have been hard for anybody to
replace Gordon Gee, who had a dynamic
personality and nearly eight years to build
his power base,

As Tressel told me, Ohio State will
attract great candidates for this position.
But I'm afraid the people in this state are
facing tough decisiona on education if OSU
is o take its rightful place among the
nation's top public universities,

It should be noted as well that Kirwan's
decision was certainly made easier by the
chance to go home to Maryland.

¢ Gary Willinms — Speaking of
Maryland, how fitting was it that the
Terrapins coach won the national champi-
onship aguinst Indinns, a team he could
not touch during his days here at Ohio
State?

Hearty congratulations go out to this
man, who many believe started the renais-
sance of OSU men's basketball in the late-
1980s.

+ Tony Stockman and J.J. Sullinger
— Speaking of national championships,
does anybody believe the recent transfors
by these two fine busketball players will be
the impetus for OSU to move closer to
what would be the school's second NCAA
crown?

At worst, these two proven commodities
should keep OSU at or near the tap of the
Big Ton standings for the next several

years,
* Trent Jackson and Andrew Lee —
These two former OSU athletes made the
papers recently for all the wrong reasons.
Jackson, a former OSU basketball play-
or, wns recently convicted of robbery for
holding up & Bowling Green, Ohio, drive
thru with a knife. He faces two yoars in

LOOKING FOR 1

prison for his erime.

Lee, a one-time OSU football signee, is
up for a life sentence, maybe more, after
being charged in connection with the mur-
der of a Columbus area store clerk.

It is sad that neither of these athlotes
took mdvantage of the immense opportuni-
ties they had after receiving athletic schol-
arships,

My sympathy and condolences go out to
the victims and the families affected by
their crimes.

* Ed Martin — We wrap up with a
note on the never-ending saga surrounding
the Michigan basketball program.

A few years ago, | was on an Ann Arbor
radio station to preview an upcoming
OSU-Michigan game. Martin's name had
been in the news that day.

When the host nsked me how things
were in Columbus that day, ruphod *Hey,
any day Ed Martin's name is in the nows,
it's a good day in Columbus, Ohio.”

The host paused for a second, stam-
mered something incoherent and moved
on with the interview.

But lost in the coverage of the Martin
pay-for-play scandal are several things.
Far starters, Ohio State was denied a bid
in the 1992 Final Four after a loss to n
Michigan team which had at least one pro-
feasional player.

And over the years that followed OSU
teams were repeatedly embarrassed by
UM squads that had players who were ille-
gally recruited with the lure of illicit cash.

I hear arguments from Michigan
administrators that their once-proud pro-
gram has suffered encugh, and there may
be validity to that. After all, should Tommy
Amaker, whom I respect ns a coach, be
penalized for the sins of leng-gone players
and their couch?

But as long as this story has logs, the
Woalverines could find it hard to put the
pieces back together,

To that end, I want to commend to your
attention a recent post on our BSB
Internet site. The author, named moebing,
satirized the Martin saga by easting the
former Detroit auto worker in the role of
Col. Nathan Jessup, made famous by Jack
Nicholson in the 1992 epic *A Few Good
Men”

You've probably seen Nicholson's cross
examination by the defense attorney,
played by Tom Cruise, many times.

But moebias’ version is a must-read
for any true Buckeye fan. I urge you to
chock it out on the OSU Basketball
Forum on the BSB Internet site
(ohiostate.rivals.com),

Simply go to that homepage and click
on Message Boards in the left-hand navi-
gation bar. Then click on OSU Basketball
Forum, The moebins message is “push-
pinned" at the top of the board.
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Galgor, Trossol Roact
To Kirwan's Doparture

OSU athletic director Andy Geiger pro-
feased *profound disappointment” following
the recent announcement that OSU
President William “Brit® Kirwan would be
loaving the university to become chancellor
of the state university system of Maryland.

Kirwan, 64, announced on March 25 that
he would be returning to the state where he
served as president of the University of
Maryland for nine years before coming to
OSU in July 1998,

“I'm of two minds,” said Geiger, who also
worked with Kirwan at Maryland. *I'm
thrilled for Brit and Patty to be able to go
back to the community where they're
beloved and where their family is. That's
the first mind.

“Tha second aspoct is that I foel profound
disappointment and sadness for Ohio State.
He is n visionary, He is a firm but gentle
leader who has moved Ohio State brilliant-
ly in the last four yoars.

I only hope we can capitalize on the
work he's done and move on from here. He's
been a wonderful mentor for me at two dif-
ferent universities,” Geiger told BSB,

OSU football coach Jim Tressel, who was
hired after interviewing with Geiger and
Kirwan in January 2001, also shared his
thoughta on the announcement.

“1 was very impressed when [ met Brit,”
Tressol said. “1 had not met him before I
interviewed here. I could just tell he has a
roal passion for kids and o real passion for
Ohio State to be an outstanding place.”

Tressel said he understood why Kirwan
was making this move,

“We hate to lose Brit, but when you look
at the circumstances, that was a no-brain-
er,” ho snid. *Family is important and that
(state) was almost like home to him. I
understand and [ wish him well.

“You will always feel good about the
administration that was here when you got
here, But the good news is Ohio Stata will
attract great candidates.”

The OSU board of trustees figures to
take six months or more in naming
Kirwan's successor.

Trossol Expects Doss
In Leadership Role

As 08U embarked on ita spring drills,
Tressel noted the importance of having a
leader like senior strong safety Mike Doss.

In a dramatic announcement in early
January, Doss spurned a chance to leave
08U and enter the NFL draft. Instead, he
returms for a third full season ns n starter
and a chance to become just the school's sev-
enth three-time All-American,

"It was exciting for Mike to say he want-
ed to be with this group,” Tressel said. *He
enjoys being a part of Ohio State. Plus he
known he wants to work on some things and
become even better than he already is.

*He is & playmnker,
and you have to have
playmakers on defense,
As he spproaches this
four-month period lead-
ing up to the beginning
of his senior season, the
focus he is going to
have will be extraordi-
nary. He has a passion
to be the best.”

Doss has made
noise that he would like
to help OSU on offense
and on special teams,

*He wants to help in
special teams and see if
he can beat out the
guys returning punts
and kickoffs,” Tressel
said. “Ho knows it's not
going to be ecasy
because Maurice Hall
proved to everybody
he's a darn good kick
returner sand I really
felt Chris Gamble was
starting to emerge as
the punt returner
before he got dinged up.
I think Chris Gamble
and Chris Vance are
going to be very com-
potitive.

“Mike wants to compete against them
and that's what we noed to get to — guys
wanting to beat guys out.”

Tressel admitted it would be a long shot
to see No, 2 line up on offense. But he and
the conches plan to shuttle players between
both sides of the ball to keep things inter-
esting and to sharpen their athletic skills.

“Mike has got some interest in that”
Tressel said. “Right now, thats not what
he's focused the most on. .

*During spring practice, we're going to
have the corners running some routes and
having the receivers cover some. We started
doing that in the bowl practice. If someone
emerges as the best guy who can do some-
thing, we need for the good of the team for
that guy to do that.

*The guy who looks to me like one who
can cover anybody is Chris Gamble, There
could be moments down the line, maybe the
Texas Tuch game or some other time, where
we turn to him and say, 'Chris, you've got
their number one wideout. Go get him.

*The same would be true if a guy could
make plays on offense gotting the same
chance.”

Doas has n well-earned reputation as a
charactor. But he channels that gift in a pos-
itive way, Tressel said.

"He's got that contagious enthusinsm,”
Tressel said. “He can get people going and
make a play that makes a difference. I
watched a young guy mature over the
course of the year, That's what makes it
even mare exciting for mo because of what
he brings back ofT the field.

“He is real intent on making a difference
in the right ways. He's very willing to be a
leader off the field. I think that is a heck of
o bonus on this.®

Fox Spending The Spring
Loarning Cornorback Spot

With Doss and Donnie Nickey firmly
entrenched at safety, the OSU staff opted to
mave sophomore Dustin Fox to cornerback.

The 6-0, 190-pound Fox actually spent
bowl preparation at corner and started the
Outback Bowl against South Carclina
thare.

Speaking nfter the team's initinl spring
practice April 3, Fox said he was enjoying
the challenge of mastering the position,

“It was a good first day,” Fox said. “It was

g l'l'\l HILWAGIN
GLAD TO BE BACK — Many Ohio State fans won-
dered if they would see this sight again, but there
was senjor-to-be Mike Doss grinding it out during
the first week of spring drills, This past winter, Doss
decided not to enter the NFL draft a year early.

good to get the kinks out, I'm looking for-
ward to having a big spring. I want to take
this time to learn the position. 1 want to get
some good film work in and hopefully
become a better player.

*For now, it looks like I'll be at corner.
I'm just going to do the best 1 can out there
and try to be the best corner I can be.”

Both cornerback jobs are open after
Derek Ross left school a year early for the
NFL nand Cie Grant has moved back to his
more natural linebacker position, It figures
to be a baptism by fire for Fox and the other
cornerback candidates this spring as they
go up againat a deep wide receiver corps.

“We've got some All-Big Ten caliber wide
receivers,” Fox said. *We're poing agninst

the best every day. If we can do n good job -

ogainst them, we should feel good about
when we get out on the field in gameas.

“The biggest thing I need to work on is
my footwork. Man-lo-man coverage, obvi-
ously, is a big factor at cornerback. We did-
n't'do a lot of that at safety, so I'd say I real-
ly need to work on my coverage skills.”

Spring Notes: Injurles,
Position And No. Switches

There were a number of notables from
the first week of spring practice:

* Injuries = Several OSU players are
out for the spring with injuries. They
include defensive end Darrion Scott (right
shoulder), offensive guard Adrien Clarke
(right wrist) and fullback Jesse Kline (right
shouldor).

Middle linebacker Matt Wilhelm was not
practicing as he recovers from surgery on
his right ankle, He has done some rehab
work on the side.

“We hope to maybe get him back for the
last week,” Tressel said,

Offensive tackle Shane Olivea is still
recovering from work on the broken ankle
he suffered in the Michigan game. He has
been able to do some running with Clarke
on the side and could be cleared by the end
of the spring.

*Oliven is still off becauso of his injury
from the Michigan game,” Tressel said. “The
medical personnel have said we need to be
careful with that because swelling could
come easily.

“By the end of the spring, he ahould be
back to full speed.”

Wide receivers Drew Carter (leg), Angelo

Chattams (knee) and John Hollins (knee)
all were participating, although Hollins
could be held out of contact drills.

The only player who appeared to be
injured during the first week was incoming
freshman cornerback Michael Roberts, who
injured his ankle April 6. His status was

unknown.

¢ Position Changes — Tressel com-
mented on the move of Grant from corner-
back to outside linebacker.

*Cie Grant is back at linebacker,” he
said. “That's kind of where his home is. He
switched out to corner last year to help us.”

Maurice Lee has moved from comnerback
to wide receiver.

Tressel noted that linemen on both sides
will be jockeyed throughout the spring to
find the right combinations, Most notably,
senior Kenny Peterson will rep at both end
and tackle on defense,

*I think you'll see the offensive linemen
and defensive linemen switch around quite
a bit,” Tresse! said,

* Number Changes — There were
some notable number changes and nssign.
ments.

Carter has forsaken the No. 82, which
has been unlucky for him in his injury-
plagued career, and picked up No. 8, vacat-
ed by the departure of his friend and room-
mute Steve Bellisari,

Tailback Maurice Hall has switched
from No. 20 to No, 28,

Roberts was assigned No. 39, while fel-
low incoming freshman Maurice Clarett, a
tailback, took No. 13, the same number he
wore in high school.

But that assignment may not be perma-
nent. Cornerback Harlen Jacobs, n junior,
nlso wears No. 13, Both figure to play this
year, meaning one may have to switch.
Upperclassmen typically prevail in such sit-
uations.

Trossol Urged His Coaching
Staff To Rest Bofore Spring

Tressel admitted recently his new life
inside the Ohio State football fishbowl has
taken some getting used to,

“This past year seomed like evory
national championship year we had at
Youngstown State with tons of autographs
and tons of calls,” he said. “It's that way
here every year. At Youngstown State, that
was only when you won a national champi-
onship.

*The fishbowl is just part of the situa-
tion. For 26 years, I wasn't in a fishbowl.
Now I'm in a fishbow] and I have to make
sure I do a good job because it's real”

As Tressel has said many times, Ohio
State is like Youngstown State — “just ona
larger scale.”

*There was a lot of this I didn't deal with
in the first seven years ot Youngstown,”
Treasel said. “It was a different planet and
it was really under relative obscurity. It la
different here.

*1 would havo thought that the Otterbein
(Division II1) national championship would
be like a ticker tape parade and all they got
wan a little corner (of the sporta page).

*The last seven or eight years at
Youngstown were similar to this, [ was the
athletic director as well, so there was no
time. The expectations were to win every
game. There was nowhere you could go
without someone saying something.”

Treasel took the OSU job in mid<January
2001, He quickly took a survey of the situa-
tion and knew the first year or so would be
quite an adventure,

*“We just knew the first 15 or 16 months
where there was so much to do would be
hard,” he said. “I know our guys now. I don't
have to look at the press guide to figure it
out. There are a lot less things to do.

“Ilking to o player, we all now have a
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reference point instead of saying, "This is
who I am.! Now we can both look at each
other and say, 1 know who you say you are,
but here's the way 1 see you.' I've spent the
lnst four weeks talking to the coaches as
well as our rising seniors and rising juniors.

“These are totally different meetings
than we had a year ago.”

Tressel has tried hard to familiarize him-
self with his players, even aitting down with
muny of the upperclassmen for extended
meetings in his office. But with B0 or more
players on the roster it is hard to gain a rap-
part with everybody.

*The one thing 1 wish we had more time
for was to get to know them better,” Tressel
saild. “l don't know that it would have
changed a whole lot in our first season
together, But it impossible to have too
much time in a relationship.

“We may have set an awfully large agen-
da. We just fell the first year was so impor-
tant to set some direction. We wanted a lot
of interaction with our players, with the
campus, with the alumni and with the
media. We wanted sveryone to get to know

Tressel asked his coaches to take some
time off during March, giving them perhaps
their first extended brenk since he came on
board. He hopes it pays dividends as the
Buckeyes begin spring football.

“After recruiting ended and they had
been here 13 months, I knew they needed to
take some time off and get on a little bit
mare normal schedule,” Treasel said.

"I was plonsed with the approach the
players took. They tried extremely hard to
understand what we expected. They were

Originally Published: April 13, 2002
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willing to talk about what they didn't under-
stand. I'm not sure we're all the way there
yet. But I do think we've progressed.”

Fickell Beaming Aftor
First Practice At OSU

Former OSU defensive lineman Luke
Fickell seemed at home in his new job as the
special teama coordinator,

Tressel hired the 28-year-old Fickell,
who worked the last two yoars ns an asais-
tant at Akron, in mid-March to replace Ken
Conatser.

*It was exciting to be able to run back out
there for practice again,” Fickell said after
the team's April 3 practice. “It has been a bit
nerve-racking with the things I've had to
do.”

Fickell will coordinate the special teams
and assist his former position coach, Jim
Heacock, with the defensive line,

“This is something new for me, to be in
charge of something,” Fickell said. “T'm sure
I will have help and have other people tell
me what we need to work on.

“But a lot of it is trial and error. 1 think
I'd like to talk to other people who have
done this job and hear what they have to

say.”

0SU Names Graduate
Assistants For 2002

Tressel announced April 4 that he had
appointed Mark Staten and Sorie Kanu ns
interns on this year's football team.

Staten will work primarily with the

Continued On Page 32

STV uum
HIS FIRST DAY — Newly hired OSU assistant conch Luke Fickell (left)
makes a point to defensive end Will Smith during the team's first
spring practice session April 3 at the Woody Hayes Athletic Center.

Thumb Injury
Not Enough To
Slow Clarett

Maurice Clarett, the reigning Ohio Mr.
Football sward winner and USA Today natlon-
al offensive player of the year, enrolied ot
05U early this winter with an eye on particl-
pating this spring.

The former Warren (Ohlo) Harding High
School star had those hopes neary dashed,
thougth, after he underwent surgery in eary
Febiruary for tomn ligaments In his thumb.

But the healing process was accelerated
and, when the Buckeyes opened spring drills
April 3, there was Clarett,

“The good news is, ot first we didn"t
think Maurice Clarett was going Lo be able to
practice _much,® sald OSU_ coach Jim
Tressel, *But It's coming along well and they
sald as long as he keeps K casted with the
plastic-type thing and then taped up, then he
can do whatever,

It may. affect his receiving o little bit,
Although we're not golng to assume that it
will, We're golng to have to still throw it to
him, But | think Maurice will get to do every
thing that he's capable of.*

If anybody can overcome this type of set:
back, Clarett could bo the guy.

“Maurico Is n gremt worker,” Tressel
sald. “Maurice Clarett's in the weight room
constantly.”

_He already has made the transition from
high school phenom to college student and
athlete,

“l told him just the other day, ‘You fin-
Ished the hardest quarter that you're ever
going to have in college,’” Tressel sald.
*It's tough that first quarter academically
and soclally, getting adjusted.

square shoulders, which |s sométhing that
Is so Important. Jonathan Wells learned
finally that if you do that you cen do some

*In terms of football, he really runs with

STEVE HWAGIN
MAN'I‘OBE?—Beljustan

_incoming freshman, but running
back Maurice Clnratt haos set gome

high goals, including starting
every ga.me he plays for OBU.

pretty good things. 5-0 rmlr.h Maurice will bo a

good one

Aftar Clmll s first pmcu:o with' the
Buckeyes, BSB's Gory Housteau had & chance
1o Interview him, Here are some excerpts from

that sesslon.

nsa- anumpwmmmdoclnlon to

enroll early?

Clarett: '|mmuuhnn?uwy lmg‘hdl
#ot I all out of the way now. before our sea-
son came arcund, Then I'd have to deal with
the season, footbail, classroom work and the
whole adjustment. I'm happy | got all of this
out of the way right now.”

BSB: Take me through your decision
process to come Lo school arty.

Clarett: “My Junior year, | just said | want-
ed to coma to collefe early so It was just
something new for me to do. | Just like to do,

« | guess, stupid and craxzy stufl, and I just Kind

of stick with my declislons and | just stuck
with it end | followed It through. I'm glad |

‘made it now. After [ look back on It, it's more
manm-ummgnlmmofmnwmlu_

BSB: What exactly did you have donoe with
the thumb?

"Clarett: ‘It was reconstructive lur;w I
separmdthmhrwﬂwmbwlfw'

Just_restructured them and’put them back
together,” - . i N D ;

H!'Mull'lﬂ!hmlhhmdumhln:{ww
thl: spring?

Clareotts "ﬂvrr’ll probably have to cant it
uplprthtln‘lmmmmrﬂmtltbctm
o little bit, but.] figure If | could have n good
mwmuwnpnm.wrmnmmummu
only ba better after that.*

u&mmmluo?kemmlmawh

any way?
Claratl: 'H'I bdﬂd bf n ﬂlHo{Iw basls

thing. | talk to Doug Calland, the tralner. |

ahways tell him, 'Don't tape it up and don't
cast It up." I don't want it taped up, but then
I'won't be sble to practice. We. Just argue
back and forth, but it's cool though.*
BSB: |s this a war at running back this

spring?. ‘

Clarettz#1 wouldn't call It a war but every-
body s joing to be competitive because
everybody knows the position Is open:and
everybody wants to play.

*I'm sure they know | came in wanting to
play. So | can just tell everybody to strap up
and let's et roady. It's only golng to make

the whole running back corps better,”

BSB: Have you been welcomed with
open arms here by the other players?

Clarett: (Laughing) *Put yoursell in my
shoes, Imagine somebody else challenging
for your Job. That's how the whole situation
has been. Of course the people at your pos)
tion aren't going to accept you with open
arms. It's just like, 'Hello, I've got to talk to
you because my coach says 80" but we real
ly know what's up.®

BSB: Has anybody taken you under thelr

Clarett: *Mike Doss, he's been helping
me out & whole lot. He's basically guided
ma and helped me through, and gave me
pointars and advice 10 follow.

*Every chance we talk, he Just talks
about something different. Or I'll ask him a
question about What's going on and why
does the coach say that or why does he do

~ this or why do people act the way they act?

Just different things like that and how | con
hava my head on stralght coming in.*

' ! BSB: Do you wolcome the competition at

running back?
- Clarett: “Sure. Youngstown Is full of
competition, Just the competition of growing
up and living. So I've been doing this my
whole life. Without struggle thete is no
appreciation, So you might have 1o struggle
somelimes snd you might have to go
through some things that you really don't
want to go through, but that's life.”

BSB: Maurice, siate the obvious., How
much do you want to start on opening day?

Clarett: *| want to start all 14 gma
and however many other gomes we play. |
want to be the man overy play, basically, It's
no mystery. if everybody didn't feel that way
| guess they're not believing in themselves,
But I've told Coach Tressel and I'll tell any
player on the team, '| want to be the one,

* Just like In high school, that you all can look

on 1o moke ploys.*

*I want to help carry this team and even-
tually, by the time I'm done here, | want to
win a national champlonship, I've got high-
goals and I'm working on them every day,"
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Ignatius” Gonzalez Is First Verbal For 2003

Cleveland St. Ignatius wide
receiver/dofensive back Tony Gonzalez
became OSU% first verbal commitment
for 2003 when he contacted the coaching
stafl on April 5.

Gonzalez (6-1, 190, 4.36) is n standout
two-way player for St. Ignatius’ Division [
state championship team,

*I wanted to got it out of the way early,”
Gonzalez told BSB. “I sat down with my
mﬂ and we evaluated everything, We

at all the possibilities, including
the football program, the education, how
elose it was to home, how well we liked
the coaches and the situation of playing
timae.

*When we [actored all of those things
im, it was clear that Ohio State was the
best place for me.”

Gonzalez also had firm offiers from the
likes of lown, Maryland, Louisville,
Boston College, Oklnhoma State and
Minmi (Ohio).

“l e-mailed them on (April 5) to let
them know,” Gonzalez said. *Then [ called
(defensive backs coach Mel) Tucker after
practice that day. He got (head coach Jim)
Treasel on the telephone and 1 talked to
him as well.

For all your real estate needs, call Melissa Hilsheimer.

(614) 228-0808 Bus., (614) 228-4380 Fax
(614) 324-8035 Direct, (614) 449-0360 Home office
E-mail: mhilshcimer@kingthompson.com

KING THOMPSON
480 S. Third Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Independently Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

coLbweLL
BANKCRD

“They seemed pretty excited.”

Gonzalez's father played at Michigan
and his brother, Joe, will be a senior
defensive back at Indiana this fall, Plus
he had a cousin, Dave Bocker, who was
walk-on linebacker at OSU,

“It's just a great football tradition”
Gonzalez said of his now school. “They
have a huge stadium and you get all the
exposure you could ever want.

“Every Saturday, you come out there
and play in front of a hundred thousand
people in the Horseshoe and millions on
v

Gonzalez played in 13 of St. Ignatiug’
15 games this past year, missing two due
to injury. On offense, he caught 42 passes
for 1,112 yards (24.1 avernge) and 10
touchdownas. Defensively, he had 56 tack-
les and six intercoptions for the 11-4 state
champions,

He came up big in St. Ignatius' two
state tournament games, He caught five
passes for 1562 yards and a touchdown in
the 49-20 semi win over Massillon
Washington, n he had seven catches
for 144 yards in St. Ignatius’ 37-6 champi-
onship game rout of Cincinnati St. Xavier.

Gonzalez could line up at receiver, cor-
nerback or safety for the Buckeyes.

“Il go and do whataver is best for the
team,” he said. “It seema like I will proba-
bly start out on defense. I like to think I
could play on either side of the ball if I had
the chance.”

Ganzalez fita the mold of a Tressel
recruit: He holds a 3.39 GPA and has

already scored an 1150 on the SAT.

Cincinnatl Princeton Senlor
Could Be Late 2002 Addition

Ohio State brought in a 25-man class
on smigning day in February. But with
early enrollees Maurice Clarett and
Michnel Roberts already in school, the
Buckoyes can count them aguinst last
year's class.

That would allow the school to poten-
tinlly sign an extra player or two if a
scholarship is available this summer.

OSU meems to have dialed in on
Cincinnati Princeton wide receiver/defen-
sive back Darren Barnett, who is working
furioualy to improve his academic stand-
ing before graduating in June.

Barnett (5-11, 180, 4.45) visited OSU
with close friend and asignoe E.J.
Underwood of Hamilton on April 6, Ho
said the coaches told him they would like-
ly sign him if he qualifies,

“Right now, the coaches are telling me
they need more time,” Barnett said. “They
want to see how my grades pan out.
Obviously, it would be a big edge if I ean
qualify,

“They said they want to come down
and watch me run track and then wait it
out until the end of the school year. They
said [ would be a great candidate for the
one scholarship they have left.”

Illinois also has said it would offer
Barnett if he qualifies. LSU has also been
involved. If he fails to qualify, he could go
to Bowling Green as n Prop 48,
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“It's roal exciting for me,” Barnett said.
“I've waited my entire life for an opportus
nity to play big-time college football. Ohio
State is right up the road from Cincinnati,
plus they put a lot of guys in the proa, [
just need to do my part to try and get
there.”

Barnett said he currently has a 2.30
GPA to go with an 18 on the ACT. With
that score, he would need a 2.375 GPA or
higher to qualify.

“I think the coaches see how I've
improved scademically,” he said. “They
soo 1 have that urgency. [ started off real
bad, but my grades are coming up. This ia
my last hope and I want to play. I know |
have to buckle down and do this.”

Barnett hos been a three-year starter
at Princetan. As n senior, he had 91 catch-
ea with 16 going for touchdowns, He also
had two punt returna for scores and two of
his six interceptions went back for TDa.
His team reached the second round of the
Division I playoffs before finishing at 8-4.

“Ohio State said they are in need of
DHs,” Barnett said. “They believe I might
be able to come in and compete right
away, 1 want to help out any way [ can.
I've boon playing defense my whole life.”

Barnett’s friendship with Underwood
helped the OSU staff recognize him.

“EJ. and his dad have been putting
the word in for me,” Barnett said.
“They've been helping me by telling peo-
ple I'm a good player and a good person off
the field. I'm a guy they can spend their
last scholarship on.

“1 met E.J. in the eighth grade when
we wero playing basketball against each
other, We played together aftor that in the
spring and summaer. Since then, we've just
clicked, We talk all the time and we go to
ncceloration training togoether,

“E.J. knows us being together up there
could be a good thing for Ohio State.”

0SU Signees, Prospects
Attond Spring Practice

Underwood and Barnett were among a
collection of OSU gignees and prospects
who made it to at least one of the team's
first three spring practice seasions.

Signees attending the early sessions
included Justin Zwick, Bobby Carpenter,
R.J. Coleman, Doug Datish, Tim Schafer
und Rob Sima. North Carclina offensive
lineman Derck Morris and his father used
Maorris’ spring break to also make the trip
up to Columbs,

*Somo people go to Florida and Cancun
for spring break,” Treasel said. *Other
guya go to the frigid spring practice here.
It's fun for them. They enjoy coming out
and peeking in the huddle and trying to
find out what's going on.”

Zwick, for instance, was keeping a
close eye on junior quarterbacks Craig
Krenzel and Scott McMullen,

“T just wanted to come down and be
around practice,” Zwick told The
Associnted Preas, *I've been excited for it
to start. I'm looking forward to summer
coming and just trying to be around it as
much as [ can.

"My time will come. I've just got to sit
and wait for it.®

Perhaps the top junior to watch OSU
in the first week was mossive Wost
Chester {Ohio) Lakota West defensive
tackle Brandon Maupin (6-5, 270, 4.9),
rated among Ohio's top 20 junior
prospocts.,

Avon Lake, Ohio, defensive back Brian
Jones (6-1, 180, 4.4) also nttended an OSU
spring practice.

“l like Ohio State, Notre Dame,
Virginia, Wisconsin and Penn State,”
Jones told Bill Kurelic of The Ohio

Originally Published: April 13, 2002
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Football Recruiting News and the BSB
Internet @site (ochiostate.rivals.com).
“Every school in the Big Ten except Penn
State has offered me a scholarship,

“1 really liked it a lot (at OSU), I like
Coach Tucker a lot.”

Jones, playing alongside OSU signeo
Mike D'Andrea, had 32 tackles and four
interceplions on defense and rushed for
1,100 yards on offense, He also has n 3.75
GPA.

Miscellanoous Notes

* Rumors continue to persist that St,
Henry, Ohio, junior quarterback Todd
Boeckman (6-5, 216, 4.76) has verbally
committed to Ohio State.

*No, 1 haven't committed to anyone,”
Boockman told Kurelic,

08U, Pittsburgh, Maryland, lowa and
Miami (Ohio) all have offered Boeckman,
who threw for over 1,700 yards and 14
touchdowns last
yoar,
“I'm going to
Muryland for a
day or two of
their spring
practice and I'm
going to visit
Ohio State for a
spring practice,
too,” Boeckman

said. “I'd  say

Ohio State s

atill my Todd Boeckm
favorite.”

Michigan, Notre Dame, Tennessee,
Kentucky and Syracuse also have
expressed interest in Boeckman.

* G&W Recruiting Report recently
issued o list of 100 prep stars to watch for
next year. The list includes 10 Ohio
prospoects.

They include Boeckman, Warren
Harding defensive back Prescott Burgess,
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary defensive
lineman Sian Cotton, Massillon
Washington defensive end Shawn Crable,
Cleveland Glenville defensive lineman
Michael Hearn, Cleveland Glenville
defensive back Dareus Hiley, Youngstown
Ursuline tight end Louis Irizarry,
Massillon Washington wide receiver
Devin Jordan, Cincinnati St, Xavier

defensive lineman Nick Larkin and
Strongaville offensive lineman Dan
Pribula.

* Ohios Future Stars has completed
its 2002 spring issue. It includes rankings
of the stato’s top 200 seniors-to-be, the top
100 juniors and top 30 sophomores, Plus

it looks at the national top 100 as well.
We will examine some of these rank-
ings in an upcoming edition.
Subscription rates are $15 for three
issues. Send check or money order to
Ohio’s Future Stars, PO. Box 44402,
Columbus, Ohio 43204-0402.
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~ Courtney Coleman
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Ursuline Tlght End Thankful To Be Playlng

By GARY HOUSTEAU
Huckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Although his junior year wasn't as good
statistically in terms of his catching the
football as his sophomore eampaign on the
Division IV state championship team,
Louis Irizarry of Youngstown (Ohio)
Ursuline High School was truly grateful
just for the opportunity to be back on the
gridiron

Irizarry, a tight end considered among
Ohio's very best junior prospects, suffered
a slight stroke on March 31, 2001.

The 6-5, 235-pound Irizarry said he
was in the Irish locker room after school
that day clowning around with his team-
mates just as he normally does, when all of
a sudden he began to alur his speech and
he eventually fell to the ground.

*l couldn't talk, the words wouldn't
come out,” Irizarry said. "My right side
went partially paralyzed. The right side of
my face was paralyzed, so the stroke actu-
ally happened on the left part of the brain.

*I remembered everything that [ went
through that day. The next thing I know |
was lnid down on the stretcher and they
wlﬁn rolling me to the ambulance. It was
silly

Irizarry remuined in the hospital for
about a week before he was eventually
released. A neurologist in Cleveland said it
might have been caused by a amall blood
veasel that ruptured in his brain at some
point while he was working out with heavy

weights,

“I was lifting hard ot the time,” Irizarry
said. "But (the doctor) said that it would
have had to have happened maybe a week
or 8o before the stroke actually happened
for the clot to form. So really to this day we
don't really know what exactly happened.”

As o precautionary measure after the
incident, however, Irizarry was given
blood thinners until about the end of June
to help make sure that he wouldn't clot up

“Sometime in June we started our pass-
ing and skill workouts and I was there,”
Irizarry said. I didn't really miss anything
except for the lifting part because I had to
take it casy for a while, just to be safe, so I
wouldn't rupture another vessel or what-
over it was.”

Almost a year later now, any fear of suf-
fering through another similar injury has
completely subsided for Irizarry. He's back

ing heavy weights and doing as much
na he can physically and conditioning-wise
in tho off-season.  *

Irizarry never missed n game due to the
stroke but he was nagged a bit during his
junior season with a shoulder injury that
also is completely healthy now.

The whole incident, however, has left

e

an indelible impression on him.,

“When | was laying on the ground
when this happened I remember thinking,
‘Am 1 going to ever play again? " Irizarry
said. “That right there makea me want to
lf:l:lda better player when I am out on the

“After that, even to the last sprint, I
sprinted my hardest, and almost every
night up until the season [ would eatch
about 200 balls with my father.”

After helping Ursuline post a 14-1 sea-
son and win the Division IV state title in
2000, Irizarry and his teammates had to
endure a rough 2001 campaign.

were 7-3 on the field but were
forced to forfeit four games for using an
ineligible player, The forfeits dropped the
Irish out of the playefl race. Then, at sea-
son's end, coach James Vivo announced he

was leaving to become the new conch at

Westerville (Ohio) North.

But Irizarry has hope that he can com-
plete his carcer with a big senior year in
2002,

“With last season being so devastating
for the team, I'm just trying to hit the
weights hard since I missed so much of
that lust year,” he said. *I want my hands
to be 100 percent so I'm out there again
catching every night.”

According to many of the recruiting
gurus around the state, [rizarry is ranked
a8 one of the best players in Ohio heading
into his senior campaign.

*All this attention now just makea me
think a little bif harder about where 1
should go to college, but it really doean't
change my gaume plan in perspective of
playing the game, because 1 still want to
be the best,” Irizarry said. *I want to come
out number one in any category that I can,
and I'm going to try as hard as I possibly
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NAME — Louis Irizarry Jr.

HIGH SCHOOL — Youngstown Ursuline

POSITION — Tight end

HEIGHT, WEIGHT — 65, 235 pounds

40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.065 seconds

BENCH PRESS ~— 300 pounds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3.9

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTS — Will take college entrance exams this spring.

VITAL STATISTICS — Irizorry is considered one of Ohlo's top five junior prospects. In
21/2 seasons as o varsity starter, Irizarry has caught 92 passes for 1,770 yards (19.2
average per cotch) and 16 touchdowns. Those totals include his breakout sophomore
yoar, when he cought 46 passes for 962 yards and eight touchdowns for Ursuline’s 14-
1 Divislon IV state champions. He suffered a minor stroke last March but recovered and
showed no ill effects this past season. As o junior, he hauled in 31 passes. Ursuline fig:
ures to again contend for state honors In 2002 with Irizarry and the tallback tandem of
Delbert Ferguson and Terrence Graves leading the way.

COACH'S COMMENT — *Louis is a hard worker. He's never satisfied. He's an over-
ochiaver, ho's vory intalligent and basically the sky is tho limit for him, Since I've boen
coaching here at Ursuline, he's probably one of the best overall kids that I've ever seen
ns for as having the hands, strength and blocking ability. He already has all the skills he
needs 1o take It to the next level and he's still going to get a lot better,” — Ursuline assis-
tant coach Rollen Smith

HOBBIES — Creates musical tunes on an electronic drum kit

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN = Ohio State, Penn State and Notre Dame. In addition to
Ohio State and Penn State, he also has been offered scholarships by Woke Forest,

Michigan State, West Virginia, Maryland and Boston College.

can.’

He's arguably already the number one
pass-catching tight end in the state. As a
freshman who started from the fourth
game of the season on, Irizarry grabbed 156
passes for 250 yards and one touchdown.
In his stellar 15-game season aa a sopho-
more he nabbed 46 balls for 962 yards with
eight scores. During his junior campaign,
in a more ground-oriented offense and a
10-gume schedule, Irizarry was limited to
31 catches for 558 yards and seven touch-
downa. .

“I'm a big target but sometimes the
quarterback can't really get the ball there,
and I can adjust easily and I can go get the
ball,” 1 said. *But I want to get
fastor because | know that speed helps
you, especially when you have size. And in
ml.lm that's one of the main factors that

tinguishes you from other players. So
I'm working on my footwork .and speed
right now.

“And I'm catching at least 200 balls
every night with the quarterback, to get on
the same page with him. And I'm getting
stronger, too, | want to be a better blocker
and that comes with size and working
hard on the weighta.”

Ursuline graduates their big-play wide
roceiver in Jimmy Riley, who is off to
Louisville. But they return the much her-
alded one-two punch of Terrence Graves
and Delbert Ferguson in the backfield,
nlong with strong-armed Darryl Clark,
who will return for his second season
under center,

“We know that I'm the big target on the
team in the air this year and guys nre
fgoing to be out for me and us ns o passing

. team, so we have to get it done,” said

Irizarry, who admitted theyll miss Vivo's
leadership on offense,

“We'll put some wide receivers out
there, but I'm pretty sure that I'll be one of
the more active receivers on the team,” he
said. *T don't want to drop one ball this

and I want to learn more ways to get
apen over the middle and keep that going
because when you get open you get the
ball, But they'll still need me to block
because the tight end is important in our
blocking scheme.”

Off the field, Irizarry continues to get
letters from schools around the eountry on

a daily basis, Many of the letters invite
him to spring practices and impending
Junior Days, He's already made stops at
Ohio State, Penn State and Michigan and
missed out on one with Notre Dame due to
inclement weather,

“It makes you want to work a lot hard-
er,” said the athletic Irizarry, who aver-
aged 41 yards a kick as the school's punter
last season. *It just puts the standards so
high, it's like wow! What can I do for this
school? You just want to make them see
something in you that you don't neceasari-
Iy see in yourself”

Irizarry’s recruiting odyssey began for
him as a starting freshman for the Irish
when he received his first college lotter,
and it just happened to be from Ohio State,

“I was kind of excited about it then and
I probably still don't know the real poten-
tinl that [ have,” he aaid. “But ever since
then 1 dreamed of going to college to play
football and that's what I'm trying to do
right now.”

Of course, Buckeye fans would like to
see the recruiting journey end for Irizarry
at the same place it began.

“I have a ton of interest in Ohio State,”
he said. “They're the home away from
home. They're close, (Jim) Treasels there,
there is promising things at the tight end
position with Darnell Sanders, who just
went on to the NFL.

“There are great things happening
there, and it's close to home and the fans
are all here, They're at the top of the list.”

Irizarry, who said he greatly admires
Kansas City's Tony Gonzalez and has o
phote of University of Miami's Jeremy
Shockey na a screen saver on his comput-
er, attended an OSU game at Ohio
Stadium last yesar and eame away from
that experience ready to suit up in the
scarlet nnd gray.

“I went to see them play Purdue last
year and I told my dad, ‘T want to sign
right now,'” he said. “It has to be the best
home game atmosphere in Amorica. 1
think as soon as [ got to spend a weekend
up there and check out the campua life,
you may see my name on the dotted line,

*I'm going there for spring practice the
first week of April and 1 don't want to give
out too much, but they're at the top of the
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said. “You don't have to worry about the
game plan. You're teaching in the
spring. It's an exciting time of year and
we have to grow significantly. For
instance, when we didn't do well in the
red zone, we didn't win. Getting better
at things like that will make us a better
football team.”

Putting Fun In Fundamentals

Much of the onus will be on quarter-
backs Craig Krenzel and Scott
McMullen — at least until prized
recruit Justin Zwick arrives for fall
camp.

Both of the veterans were given their
chances late in the season, and while
Krenzel was something of a hero in
0SU's win over Michigan, he was occu-
pying a aeat on the bench for much of
the Buckeyes' Outback Bowl loss to
South Carolina Jan. 1.

McMullen got the start against
lllinois after captain Steve Bellisari
was suspended following a DUI arrest,
and though he showed flashes he did
nothing to entrench himself in the posi-
tion.

*“In the spring the coaches are look-
ing to see what we can do and what we
can take to the fall,” McMullen said.
“We have to go out and make plays and
do what the coachea are looking for.”

The work that each quarterback gets

Originally Published: April 13, 2002
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Receivers’ Experience Should Help Quarterbacks

will be important when determining a
leader.

“With two guys getting the bulk of
the snaps we'll have a better indication
of (what they can do by) putting them in
a lot more situations,” Tressel said.
“That should help them grow.”

One of the more heated battles is
going on in the backfield. Sophomores
Lydoll Ross and Maurice Hall are fight-
ing against redshirt freshman JaJa
Riley and true freshman Maurice
Claratt.

*All of this is easy to say, but the
overall picture at Ohio State has always
involved running the football,” Bollman
snid. “We have a lot of guys back there.
We need some to step up and show they
can do the work.”

Bollman believes that the Buckeyea
will be able to stretch the field but won't
make it a primary option in the passing
game.

Too many times lnst year OSU opted
for the home run ball instead of throw-
ing the shorter, safer pass.

With experience pervading much of
the receiving corps, OSU should be able
to figure out some method of moving the
ball. :

“We would love to be able to attack
the entire field,” Bollman said. *But you
can't do that right away. You have to
establish some things first, and if you
don't develop along the offensive line,
anything you want to do won't be done,
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We feel we're going to be good on
offonse, and we think we can be consis-
tent throwing the football.

*Seldom does consistency involve
throwing long passes. We'll do that
some but not a ton. Short passes to the
receivers, where we allow them to uti-
lize their abilities and get some

those guys and getting them the ball.
We have to do enough to develop our
young running backs and need to find
some consistency with our quarter-
backs, If it's a young guy who isn't here
yet, then he'll play. If someone we have
right now stepa up, he'll play.”

timing with the quarterbacks,
will probably be what we lean
on.”

While the spring should be
at the very least interesting for
the Ohio State offense with
guya fighting for jobs, Bollman
doesn't want to lose sight of the
big picture.

“Wo want to make ourselves
a better football team, and to
do that you have to win®

“Every year someone
graduates and then
somebody steps up.
We need some guys
to do that this year.”

— Jim Bollman

Bollman said. “If you win you

have fun, and we want to have a lot of
fun this fall, You lay that groundwork in
the spring.”

New Faces, New Roles

With each new season comea change,
and this year is no different. OSU lost
some valuable experience on offense,
including Bellisari, tailback Jonathan
Wells and center LeCharles Bentley.

It's up to the understudies to know
their roles and show the coaches they
have what it takes to succeed.

“That's the way it's been every year
since I've been here,” tight end Ben
Hartsock said. “Every year someone
graduates and then somebody steps up,
We need some guys to do that this
spring.

“There are always question marks
with young players. But | know Coach
Bollman will get them prepared.”

Bollman said the goal for the spring
is to find the best 11 players and put
them on the field,

“Our base is always going to be broad
enough to employ our best personnel,”
Bollman said. “We have the most expe-
rience in our receiver groups, so we
have to take steps toward utilizing

With all the youth up front, the
Buckeyes have looked nlwrgntaly
robust and ragged this spring.

There will be growing paina for the
newcomers along the line, but as*is the
case everywhere else, the best men for
the job will be the ones on the field.

“We're going to get the best five line-
men we have out there,” center Alex
Stepanovich said. *If that means mov-
ing Bryce Bishop to tackle or making
somao other change, then so be it.

“We just want to get the five roush-
eal, mosat intense guyas on the field.”

The measuring stick for Bollman
and the offensive conching staff will be
how things progress: from day one to
day 15,

“We did a pretty good job of continu-
ing to improve throughout the season,
and that’s what we'd like to continue
this spring,” Bollman said. *We want to
be able to go from point A to point B
without missing a beat. We always
want to end up a lot better than we
start off.

*“The key thing here is utilizing the
people who are available to you. I think
that's the key to football — any place,
any year.”
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OHIO STATE SPRING FOOTBALL: THE QUARTERBACKS

Originally Published: April 13, 2002

For Right Now, Derby
Is A Two-Horse Race

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Hports Dulletin Editor

Nobody has called it a match race yot,
but OSU's spring practice is being marked
by a two-man quarterback derby,

For those trying to handicap the field
closely, they note that a much ballyhooed
yearling will be added to the mix beginning
in August.

Of eourse, juniors Craig Krenzel and
Seott McMullen are going through their
paces this spring with incoming freshman
Justin Zwick due in the fall.

Whether Zwick will be able to push for
playing time this season remains to be
seen. Hut the upperclassmen are spending
the spring making their case to win the job,
vacated by oulgoing starter Stove Bellisari.

“It's a real plus for Craig and Scott
because they'll got the bulk of the snaps
with the ones and twos,” OSU coach Jim
Tressel said. *It's also fun for (walk-on) Jim
Otis Jr. because he's the third guy instead
of the fifth guy last year,

“With just two guys getting the bulk of
the snaps, we'll get a better indication. I
think that will be a plus for them. Someone
could emerge significantly over the other.

“They will get more reps with the first
group. | like to think that maturity will be
a part of what you will see from them" -~

The questions have already begun for
Tressel: Can somebody lock down the job
this spring? Doea Zwick have a legitimate
chance to start the opener agninst Texas
Tech? Will the No. 2 man thia spring fall
behind Zwick on the fall depth chart?

The coach, who worka directly with the
quarterbacks, remaina noncommittal on his
plans.

1 don't know if it's fair to say if a person
ends up second in the spring, he will be
third in the fall,” ho said.

“All three of them will ba battling
against each other. But they really need to
focus on themselves getting better and
leave the discussions of who's No, 1, who's
No. 2 and who's No. 3 to other people.”

Krenzel and MecMullen served as
Bellisaris understudies the last two sea-
sans. They seem to be enjoying the chance
to show their akills this spring.

“Steve was the quarterback here for
three years,” McMullen said. *We wanted to
push him and make him better. With him
gone, our time is now.”

Those two and Otis seem to rotate on
every third snap during most drills, giving
them each plenty of work.

“Scott and I are the only two (scholar-
ship players) getting reps,” Krenzel said.
“We will do some good things and some bad
things. You just try to learn from the bad
things and hope the good things make you
look better.”

Krenzel Takes Nothing For Granted

Bellisari's late-season suspension follow-
ing hin drunken driving arrest opened the
door for Krenzel and McMullen to show
what they could do.

McMullen got the first chance by start-
ing the Illinois game, but he was pulled in
favor of Krenzel, Krenzel's play led Tressel
to start him the following week agninst
Michigan and in the Outback Bowl agninst
South Carolina.

Now, with Bellisari out of tha way,

Krenzel (6-4, 215) was penciled in as the
starter to spring drills.

But the Sterling Heights, Mich., native
knows that pre-spring designation is worth
about as much as the paper it is printed
upon.

“Right now, that means nothing"
Krenzel said. “So many different things
could happen between now and Aug. 24
That's why you have to take a day-lo-day
approach and go out every day and try to
get better.”

Krenzel ended up comploting 23 of 43
passes (53.7 percent) for 286 yards with one
touchdown and three interceptions last sea-
son. He was, of course, at the helm as O5U
downed Michigan 26-20.

“That experience was very important,
Krenzel said. “Practice reps benefit you, but
nothing replaces game experience. Nothing
can substitute for that.”

Although he got the hook in the Cutback
Bowl in favor of Bellisari, Krenzel still
believea he showed what he is capable of.

“I have enough confidence in myself to
know I can play at this level,” he said. *I feel
if I go out and play like I know I can play, 1
feel I'll play this season,

*“I've always been one who likes to prove
people wrong. I'm excited about the chal-
lenge. It's always a challenge when you play
at n place like this. That's because you're
always playing against good people in prac-
tice and there are good teams that you face
in the Big Ten.

“Playing at this kind of football pro-
gram, with the talent we have on this team,
you better go hard every day and get better
ar you lose your spol.”

Set to begin his fourth year as an OSU
athlete, Krenzel belioves his time has come.

“l knew as a freshman I would have to
wait my turn,” he said. *T've always had
confidence in mysell I could go out and get
the job done. I was just waiting for an
opportunity. The biggest thing was
patience.

“Last year, in different circumstances, [
got a chance to play. I did a few good things
and [ did a fow bad things. The most impor-
tant thing was just learning from the bad
things.

'M this level of college ball, all you can
really expect to ukfuruonelhotlndj\ut
try and make the best of it you can, There
are a lot of great athletes who come through
here that don't get that opportunity
because they were behind a great player
who was just a step better”

Krenzel considers the battle to earn the
starting job a friendly competition.

“Scott and I are great friends and the
same with Steve,” he said. “Steve was start-
ing and all three of us competed. 1 lived
with Steve and all three of us would hang
out and do things.

“When you get to this level, you have to
have the maturity that the competition
stays on the field. OfT the field, everybody is
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TWO GUNSLINGERS — Getting most of the attention behind center
this spring are juniors-to-be Craig Krenzel (16) and Scott McMullen

(15).
friends with everybody.”

McMullen Not Backing Down

MeMullen (6-3, 215) is taking one ploce
of Tressel's advice to heart — he is not wor-
ried about where he standa, only with get-
ting better this spring.

*One thing Conch Treasel said is we
can't worry about (the compatition),”
McMullens said. “T just need to worry about
mysell and improving myself. If [ ean do
that, I feel I will put myself in a good posi-
tion.”

MeMullen is known for his athletic abil-
ity and quick release. He wanta to add the
words “consistent performer” to his dossier
this spring.

“The biggest thing is confidence, being
consistent, making plays and not making
mistakes,” he said. *T think that's what
they’re looking for.”

The Granville, Ohio, native appeared in
five gnmes lnst year, completing 6 of 21
passes (28,6 percent) for 85 yards with one
touchdown and one interception.

In meeting with the media at the begin-
ning of spring practice, McMullen said he
had few regrets on how his 2001 season
ended.

“Now that I look back on it, it was a good
learning experience,” he said. *It was good
to get out there and get that experience. It
made me work harder this winter. I know |
noed to be more consistent.

“I was excited Lo start against [llinois. It
was a greal fecling to get those initial jitters
out of the way."

The New Sonsation

Unless Krenzel or McMullen locks the
quarterback job down with a big spring,
speculation will sirnmer all summer long on
whather Zwick can crack the lineup as a
true freshman.

But Krenzel confirmed that he is not
looking over his shoulder.

“l can speak for mysell, no,” he said. *1
can't speak for Seott.” .

Krenzel hearkened back to his freahman
yoar of 1999 when asked if a newcomer
could make this type of leap.

“It's hard,” he said. *“T came down
in the summer of my freshman year and did
the seven-on-seven workouts. I'm not say-
ing it can't be done, but there is a lot to
learn with the terminology and the spoed of
the game. That's the hardest thing to get
used to.”

And, as Krenzel snid, designations in
April, May, June and July will earry very
littles weight.

“Everyone is equal now,” he said
*Everyone will be equal in the fall. The only
edge Scott and I have is we will have been
here three yoars, I'm taking the mentality
everybody is equal and you have to go out
every day and prove you're the man.*
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OSU Wa1t1ng On Word From ]UCO ]enkms

Continued From Page 1

the Buckeyes to 44 wins the last two
seasona including the recent Big Ten co-
championship and league tournament
title. He enters next season ns a senior
nnd top returnee,

Connolly wan nearly followed by big
man Michael Bradley, who committed to
O'Brien at BC, signed with Kentucky
after O'Brien left and looked at trans-
ferring to OSU when things didn't work
out in Lexington., Bradley, however,
chose Villanova over OSU and went on
to lead the NCAA in field-goal percent-

nge.

This pnst season, OSU began the
campaign with two players who once
had planned to be elsewhere: Tim
Martin and JaQuan Hart. Martin trans-
forred from Kent ns a walk-on and
earned valuable minutes from O'Brien
the past two seasons. Hart came to Ohio
State after Michigan refused to admit
him as a partinl qualifier. However,
Hart soon left OSU, citing his lack of
interest in going to class.

Would that rare bump make O'Brien
apprehensive about accepting players
from other schools? Not on your life.

That's because J.J. Sullinger and
Tiny Stockman, two talented players
whom the staff liked all along, recently
made it known they wanted to return to
their home state and play for the
Buckeyes, O'Brien accepted them with
open arms,

A freshman at Arkansas, the 6-5
Sullinger began daydreaming about
joining OSU almost as soon as
Razorbacks conch Nolan Richardson
was bought out of his contract. His
homecoming was delayed, however,
when Arkansas stalled on releasing him
from his scholarship.

Stockman, an effoctive 6-1 guard in
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*.Returning starter.
#-Walk-on player.

Guards (2) Brent Darby® (61)  Tony Stockman® (6-1)  Brandon FussCheatham (6-1)  Ricardo Bllings (64)
Sean Connolly (6-5) J.J. Sullinger* (6-5)
Ryan Heoflin¥ (5-10)
Shoun Smithd (510)
Forwards (2) Zach Willlams® (6.7)  Terence Diais (6-9) Matl Sylvosterk (6-7) Tvan Harms (6-7)
Charies Bass (69)
Center (1) Velimir Radinovic® (70)  Matt Marinchick (6-10)

Scholarship Status — As things stand, OSU will have 12 players on scholarship next season. That could become 13 If JUCO
forward Shun Jenkins verbals. If Jenkins comes on board, OSU would have only one scholarship to give to current high school
Juniors (In addition to current verbal Ivan Harris).

A.As transfers, Stockman and Sullinger will be eligible at these class levels In 2003-04.
&-Sylvester redshirted this past season.

his two years at Clemson, had less trou-
ble. He held up his hand to be excused
and after only mild interference from
Clemson coach Larry Shyatt accepted a
scholarship offer from O'Brien,
Sullinger eventually did the same and
was merely awaiting word on the status
of his transcript at press time.

Both Stockman and Sullinger, accord-
ing to NCAA rules, have to sit out next
season and will be eligible to play for OSU
in 2003-04. Sullinger will enter that cam-
paign with three years of eligibility
remaining, while Stockman will have two.

“I really think it will be hard to sit
out but at least I'll be close to home,”
paid Stockman, whose mother lives in
Medina and father lives about three
blocks from the edge of the Ohio State
campus. “At least I'll be doing it with
someone else. I bet J.J. and 1 become
really good friends from this.”

Stockman and Sullinger, in effect,
join m recruiting class that included a
pair of fall signees — 6-4 guard Ricardo
Billings of Detroit and 6-9 forward
Charles Bass of Crete, I11,

Sullinger's eventual go-nhead to join

VARSITY CLUB

ICER OF THE MONTH
For March

Daymen Bencharski
Sophomore Forward
Beaverlodge, Alberta

the program left O'Brien closely
involved with two prospects and only
one scholarship available for next year.
Shun Jenkins, a 6-6 power forward at
Itawamba Community College, and
Marcus Morrison, a 6-6 swingman from
Lakewood High School in St
Petersburg, Fla., were scheduled to visit
OSU the weckend of April 5.7. But
O'Brien canceled Morrison's visit.

The staff had been working with
Jenkins for months in hopes of adding
much-needed rebounding help along the
front line. They became more involved
with Morrison in the late winter after
his stock began to elevate.

The following is an outlook for all
four players. (Note: the OSU coaches
are not allowed to comment on prep
prospects, JUCO players or transfors
until they mre signed to play at a
school.)

Stockman: Hello, Mr. Baskoetball

There was speculation that O'Brien
would bank a few scholarships for tal-
ent-heavy classes in Ohio and the
Midwest in the next two years, but the
chance to take n proven commodity such
a8 Stockman was a no-brainer.

Stockman was the Tigera' second-
leading scorer last season at 12.2 pointa
per game, a figure that led all ACC
sophomores. Despite missing two games
because of a knee injury, he managed to
lead the team in scoring nine times lnst
season, including 30-point efforts
agninst North Carolina and Wake
Forest and 22- and 19-point outings
against eventual national champion
Maryland.

His high school resume is impressive
ns well as he was an Ohio co-Mr.
Basketball winner at Medinan High
School, sharing the honor with Chet
Mason of Cleveland South., Stockman
averaged 26.4 points per game in his
senior season.

Ohio Roundball Prep rated Stockman
the state's third-beat player, regardless
of class, during his senior season of
1999-2000. He ranked behind only
Dayton Christinn's Romain Sato, who
picked Xavier over Ohio State, and
Warrensville Heights' Julius Johnson,
who was leaning toward Ohio State
until the Buckeyes backed off when he
failed to meet freshman eligibility.
Johnson ended up at Minmi (Ohio),

Stockman would have looked more
seriously at OSU n couple of years ago
except the Buckeyes were not interested
in recruiting a point guard right after
Brent Darby.

*They wanted me to come there and

redshirt, and of course at the time I
wanted to play,” Stoekman told BSB, “I
understand it more now because | see
the opportunity is better for me at Ohio
State.

“I knew I wanted to go back close to
home and Ohio State was my first
choice. As soon as I got my release I con-
tacted them before they got another
guard. I'm really excited about coming
thore.”

The feeling would appear to be mutu-
al in Columbus, Stockman was a dou-
ble-figure scorer both seasons at
Clomson. As a sophomore he led the
Tigers with B0 threes in 220 attompta
(36.4 percent) although his free-throw
percentage dipped from above B0 to
below 70. He ranked second on the team
to backeourt mate Edward Scott in min-
utes per game (28.3), assista (64) and
steals (40).

“My thing is I want to play a little at
the point but also at the two,” he said.
“It's funny how I got this reputation as
a shooter because I feel I can do other
things. 1 know Brandon (Fuss-
Cheatham) is there and is a pure point
guard — [ played ngainst him in AAU so
I know his game — but I think it will
work out great,”

Stockman was listed at 6-1 and 165
pounds in a preseason guide but he said
he is 6-2 and was close to 185 during the
season. He's 1756 now. His strength is
fine but he is still trying shake off after-
effects of arthroscopic surgery. He tore
the meniscus in one of his knees during
the second gamo of the season and
played with limited mobility the reat of
the season.

*1 couldn't cut on it well, but I'll be
good to go,” he said,

Stockman said he has sent in his
transcript and is prepared to take sum-
mer coursea if necessary, He'll likely
attend OSU summer quarter anyway
and will play in the Worthington
Summer League.

Sullingor: Local Boy Comes Homo

Sullinger's migration back to
Columbus seemed more like a jailbreak.
He opted for Arkansas mostly because
of his father's close friendship with
Richardson then was among the more
outspoken players on the team when
Richardson was forced out.

Sullinger was appointed as one of 14
members of the school's search commit-
tee for a now conch but ended up pulling
out of the group, Still, he lay low and
waited to see il the university might
actually hire interim coach Mike
Anderson. )
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When the schoal instead scooped up
Kent State's red-hot Stan Heath,
Sullinger began to look into ways to get
out of Fayetteville. Anderson, by the
way, recently accopted the head conch-
ing position at Alabama-Birmingham.

“Nolan Richardson compensated for
me being B0O0 miles from my family,”
Sullinger told BSB. “T felt very comfort-
nble with Conch Richardson, but he's
not here now, There's no reason to keep
a guy here who doesn't want to be here
when there is probably somebody else
out there who is just as talented ns mo,
maybe more talented, who wants to be
here.”

Sullinger kept hoping that point
would appeal to Heath and force some
action, It did, but not until after
Sullinger made his feelings known in a
sit-down meeting with Heath April 4.

“It went as expected,” Sullinger said.
“1 told him [ just don't feel comfortable
hore anymore and I asked for my
releases. He signed it and my wish was
granted. It was kind of like a closure
meeting.

“I have nothing but respect for Coach
Heath,” he added, *He recruited me in
high school when he was at Michigan
State. I probably know him better than
anyone connected with this program.

“I just didn't think it was in his best
intareats to try to get mo to stay.”

Sullinger finally was free after a try-
ing month. His frustration mounted
gince the Ohio State coaches were not
allowed to contact him until they
received hin release. Sullinger's father,
Satch, a longtime conch at Oberlin
College and now the boyas conch at
Columbus Northland, even wrote
seathing letters to the university
administration and a Fayetteville nows-
paper to try to help J.J. obtain his
release.

Meanwhile, O'Brien, according to
one source, made overtures to Arkansas
athletic director Frank Broyles with no
reault,

But the end result was happy for
Sullinger,

*I'va always loved Ohio State,” he
said. *1 was hoping to go there in the
first place but it didn't work out because
they didn't have any scholarships for
me, and | understand that.

“Hut [ wanted them to know I'm very
intereated in becoming a Buckeye. [
want to wear 'Ohio State’ across my
chest.”

Sullinger should fit in immediately.
He is an athletic lefty who, at 6-5, can
play several pogitions. He's also a solid
defender who isn't afraid to do the dirty
work, At Thomas Worthington he was
The Associated Press co-player of the
year in Divigion I nlong with Matt
Sylvester of Cincinnati Moeller. The 6-7
Sylvester redshirted for the Buckeyes
this season bocause of a back injury.
Sullinger also is the reigning Mr.
Basketball of Franklin County award
winner. That honor is presented annu-
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Sullinger would be an obvious com-
modity to an OSU team that relies on
its guards and eould use one of size who
can defend and offer all-around attrib-
utes. He averaged 9.4 points, 3.0
rebounds, 1.9 assists and 21.2 minutes
per game ns a frosh,

He is taking 16 credit hours this
semester and took 20 the semester
prior. He needs to have 36 eredit hours
on the quarter system to become a
sophomore at Ohio State.

“T'll takoe elanses at Columbus State
or wherever for whatever needs to be
made up,” he said, *That's no problem,
I'm just glad to be coming home.

“I never stopped being o Buckeye. [
cheered them on in the Big Ten tourna-
ment, | cheered them on all season, and
I cheered them on in the NCAA
Tournament. | was sad when they lost
to Missouri. The only time I would ever
cheer againat Ohio State is if | was in
the other uniform.”

Jenkins: JUCO Who Can Mix it Up

How serious is O'Brien about dipping
into the JUCO well to get an enforcer?
He blew off his radio show during the
senson to trek down to Missiasippi to
got o look at Jenking, a powerfully built
6-6, 230-pounder at Itawamba
Community College in Fulton.

He nlso did not attend the state play-
offs — even with Akron St. Vincent-St,
Mary's LeBron James, Columbus
Brookhaven's Andrew Lavender and
Cincinnati Roger
Bacon's Monty
St. Clair in the
house — in order
to watch Jenkins
in the NJCAA
playofls in
Hutchinson, Kan.

O'Brien was at [
the Sports Arena . B8
for the March 21
quarterfinals.
Jenkins had 11
points and five
rebounds in the first half but was hurt
at the onset of the second half and left
the game, which Itawamba lost 84-72 to
Schooleraft.

O'Brien's keen interest could pay off
ns Jenking made his only official visit so
far to Ohio State April 5-7.

That visit reportedly went well but

Shun Jenkins

CHECK US Our On Tee Wes AT:
OHIOSTATE.RIVALS.COM

Jenkins returned to Mississippi without
accepting OSU's scholarship offer. He'll
decide if he wants to make other visits
or not before signing in the late period,
which begins April 10.

Jonkins, who was not available for
comment, also was offered lots of min-
utes by LaSalle. That appeara to be the
Buckeyes' chief competitor, although
another source told BSB that Wisconsin
is pushing hard as well. A report out of
n Hartford, Conn., paper April 8 also
made mention of UConn making a push
for Jenkins, which could muddle the
picture. ;

Itawamba head conch Marty Cooper
told RivalsHoops.com last month that
Ohio State, Tennessee, Wyoming,
Wisconsin and Tennessee Tech were
among the leading candidates.

A native of Albany, Ga., Jenkins
averaged right around 14 points and 10
rebounds for the Indians as a sopho-
more. He's on course to get his two-year
degree in the spring and, unlike many
players who find themselves at the
JUCO level, was described as having a
good work ethie.

“He's a great kid who is o solid stu-
dent with excellent work habits,”
Cooper said, “He comes to play every
day. He's very athletic and explosive
and runa the floor real well.”

JUCO expert Jerry Mullen aaid
Jenkins is "about the best guy available
at that level right now.”

U nlso was showing interest in
0.]. Sumter of Palm Beach (Fla.) C.C,,
similarly built at 8-6, 230, At last check,
the Buckeyes had not yet offered
Sumter but they could if things fall

through with Jenkina.

Palm Beach head coach Steve
Bernath said conches from Pittsburgh,
Rutgers, St. John's and West Virginia
also have shown interest in Sumter,

Morrison: No Room At The Inn

Maorrison waas set to come to OSU the
same time as Jenkins but got a disap-
pointing phone eall from O'Brien April
3.

“Conch O'Brien said they had o
transfer coming in who was originally
from Ohio, a hometown kid who wanted
to come home,” Morrison told BSB. “I
was bummed out, but you've got to
move on.

“(O’'Brien) wan real apologetic about
it. He told me he hated how it turned
out.”

O'Brien wished Morrison luck and
even put a good word in for Weat
Virginin and new head conch Dan
Dakich. Morrison was considering OSU,
Tulane and Auburn, but he said he'll
probably decide between WVU and
South Carolina after the turn of events,

Morrison, a late bloomer who led
Lakewood to the Class 4A state title,
was leaning toward OSU just days
before the call from O'Brien.

“I have good feelings about them,” he
told BSB. *Everybody I've talked to has
said nothing but good things about
them.”

An neademie qualifier, Morrison
camo into prominence ot the City of
Palms tournament in Fort Myers as
Lakewood beat several quality teama
and Morrison won the slam dunk con-
toat.

It also didn't hurt that he led
Lakewood to a 33-2 mark and the state
title. Lakewood beat Belle Glade
Central, which included OSU football
signee Santonio Holmes, 59-52 to claim
the championahip.

“] think that's what really helped me,
that we kept winning games,” he said.

Hoop Scoop touts Morrison in its
national top 100 for seniors.

“Explosive quickness, great body
control, excellent three-point range and
good handling and passing skills,” the
service said,
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COVER STORY: FOSTER GETS NOD

Foster Gave UConn Coach Auriemma His Start

Continued From Page 1

renowed after Ohio State finished 14-15
this past season.

Foster's credentinls are the stufl legends
are made of, and if he weren't in the state of
Mm—whmmﬂmlqwdplh‘ﬂ!
the sideline at another SEC school — he
would be as well-known as anyone in the
eoaching profeasion to the general public.

In his 24 seasona, Foster has guided
teams to the NCAA championships 16
times. Vanderbilt went to the Final Four in
1993 — the same year Ohio State finished
as national runner-up — and reached the
Elite Eight on four other occasions. Tho
Commodores went dancing 10 times in 11
yoars under Foster's tutelage, advancing ns
far as the Sweot 16 eight timea.

While it wasn't easy to leave Nashvillo,
the Pennsylvania native admitted the time
Just folt right for a change of acenery.

*I had n comfort zone where 1 waa,”
Fouter said. “There are places in the back of
your mind that seem special, and situations
that are special. This ia a place where they
care nbout their traditions. As I was walk-
ing down the hallway to come in here 1
looked at all the names in the various sports
r.har.lnun;mu-d,mdilwuninl. It was
impressive.

“This is a great league and this ia a
school that can win this league. If you're at
ti;ntnportlﬂlhqunynu“hnwndimh
play in March, Everything we do is geared
toward playing in March. That's when it's
fun, when your adrenaline is going. That's
why players are in the gym in July taking
those 500 shota — ta play in March, to cut
down the neta.”

08U athletic director Andy Geiger, who
rew;udlyh.ndhhmm?uterfnmﬂm
outset, couldn't have been happier about
the hire.

“As I've watched Vanderbilt over the
past fow yoars I've marvelod at how well the
players improve [rumllwbogmnl.n;ufﬂu
season to the end,” Geiger said. “He's a mas-
ter coach.”

The personal side is even maore impres-
wive than the athletic side in Geiger's eyes.

. *He has numeroua credentinle as far as
won-lost record, but his personal qualities,
his love of the game and his devotion to
teaching are better than everything else,”
Gomrldd.'ﬂehudupunngforhll
players and brings a family atmosphere.”

player Foster recruited to St. Joe's
and Vanderbilt has sarned a degree, and he
wis largely responaible for giving UConn's
Geno Auriemma and Notre Dame's Muflet
McGraw their starts ns assistants at St
Joa'.

Hit The Ground Running

Though Foster admitted he didn't know
a lot about the players at Ohio State, he was
eager to learn.

Stating that nothing great is achieved
without hard work, Foater pledged that the
Buckeyes will be competitive, will hustle
and will contend for a Big Ten title,

“I want to win next year,” Foster said, “1
want to be_in the NCAA Tournament. 1
found out one thing three years ago when
we didn't got in — that | was miserable. [
didn't look at the selection show or read the
paper. It was a bad, bad time for me. | know
whatlhkttudumMurh—lhkntobc
working when everyone else is at home.”

Foster's stafl at Vanderbilt most likely
will be coming to Columbus, with one
notable exceplion. Director of operationa
Erin O'Brien, daughter of OSU men's conch
Jim O'Brien, gave Foster notice that her
final day would be May 3. She is getting
married this summer and will be moving to

Columbus with her finnce, That means cur-
rent director of operationa Niklki Keyton, a
former OSU player, will stay in that role.

As the first male women's basketball
conch at Ohio State, and the anly one eur-
rently in the Big Ten, Foster is making his-
tary of sorts. While there could be some
backlash from proponents of keeping
women in charge of women's teama, Fostor
isn't hearing any of that.

*I'm the only male who has been presi-
dent of the Women's Basketball Coaches
Associntion,” Foster said. *So I've been in o
room as n male with females my whole life.
Whether the locker room, whether it's
administratively, it's the world I live in.”

Foster also coached a gold medal team in
the 1990 world championships and assisted
on o bronze medal Olympic team in 1992, A
two-time national coach of the year (1985
and 1993), Foster led Vanderbilt to 20 or
moro wins in 10 of his 11 seasons.

Current Ohio Stats players appeared
pleased with the selection of Foster.

“We knew Mr. Geiger would make the
right choice,” guard Caity Matter said. *It
wua sort of a situation of us being in limbo,
There wasn't a lot of structure. We've been
lifting as a team. I think we're all glad the
decision's been made.”

“He seems to care about you as a person,
not just a player,” center LaToya Tumer
said. “That's important to us, He wants to
win, and that's something I've wanted as a
player.”

(BSB will have more reaction on Foster's
hiring in an upcoming edition.)

" Strange How Things Work

Though Geiger allogedly had Foster on
the brain from the outset, most reports cen-
tered on Tenneasce nssistant Mickie
DeMoss as the front-runner for the job,

DeMoss, in fact, interviewed in
Columhulom\pnl?tmdwu fealing good

her chances, She had received sup-
poﬂhm\hhmuchl‘ntﬂmnuu.whn felt
DoMoss would do & superb job with the
Buckeyes.

But when Ohio State tabbed Foater,
Summitt said, “T'm inted for Mickie,
I firmly believe she was the very best choice
for Ohio State because of her proven
recruiting experience, Their loss is
Tennessee’s gain.”

Also in the mix was Virginia Tech conch
Honnie Henrickson, but alhs had to cancel
two scheduled interviews in Columbus after
ono of her players contracted meningitis.

Informal conversations also were held
with Jowa State’s Bill Fennelly, Colorado
State's Tom Collen, George Washington's
Joe McKeown and Minnesota's Brenda
Oldﬁ-llni,dwhnmt on to take the job at

Foster had no i when the process
started that he would be standing before an
assembled medin  throng at  the
Schottenstoin Center.

“Two weoka ago I was sitting in Ames,
lowa, proparing for a regional final,” Foster
said. *I was very happy and satiafied with
my lot in life. I have two children attending
the university [ was ing at, one a
sophomore and one a junior, If had told
me two weeks from that day that I'd be
ﬂandm(whmlu.mmhylwmddn‘thnw
believed you.

Tbmumdrlwbukl.ouhngmrll
Ohio State, though.

*“I'm now paying full room and board at
Vanderbilt — twice," Foster said. “T just told
my sons that they're on an accelerated pro-
gram as of now.”

Pull Was Strong
Once Foster was in town, OSU did what
it could to sanag him,

Name: Jim Foster
Ago: 53
College: Temple, 1980.
Coaching Career: St. Joseph's, hepd coach, 197891;
Vanderbilt, head coach, 1991-2002,
Coaching Notes: At Vanderbilt, led Commodores to the 1993
Final Four and to three Southeastern Conference tournament
championships (1993, '95, "'02). Ten of his 11 Vandy squads
finished In the Top 25. Made a total of 16 appearances In the
NCAA tournament (six with St. Joseph’s, 10 with Vanderbilt), At
both stops, every player that Foster recruited who completed
her career at the schools graduated. Won 500th carcer game  Jim Foster
this past season at Vanderbilt. Hend coach for 1997 World
University Games, and 1991 and 1993 Junior National games teams. Assistant coach
on 1992 Olympic team that won the bronze medal In Barcelona, Spain,
JIM FOSTER'S COACHING RECORD
Yoar School Record Tournament Result
1978-79 St. Joseph's 16-9 AIAW qualifier
197980 St. Joseph's 1115
1980-81 St. Josoph's 14-11
1981-82 St. Josaph's 16-12
198283 51. Joseph's 1513
1983-84 St. Joseph's 1710
1984-85 St. Joseph's 258 NCAA Qualifler
1986586 §t. Joseph's 227 NCAA Quallfler
198687 St. Josoph's 239 NCAA Qualifier
19687-88 §t. Joseph's 248 NCAA Quallfior
1988-89 St. Joseph's 238 NCAA Qualifier
19689-90 St. Joseph's 24-7 NCAA Qualifier
199091 St. Joseph's 18-12
§t. Josoph's (13 Years) 248126 .663
199192 Vanderblit 229 Elite Elght
199293 Vanderblit 30-3 Final Four
1993-94 Vanderblit 258 Swoot 16
1994-95 Vanderblit 28-7 Swoot 16
199596 Vanderblit 238 Elite Elght
.1996-97 Vanderblit 2011 Swoeet 16
1997.98 Vanderblit 209 NCAA Qualifier
1996899 Vanderbilt 1314
199900 Vanderblit 2113 NCAA Qualifler
200001 Vanderblit 2410 Ellte Elght
200102 Vandarblit 30-7 Ellte Elght
Vanderblit (11 Years) 25699 721
Ovorall Rocord (24 Years) 504-2258 .691

He toured the facilities, strolled the cam-
pus and met the administration, and he
came away pretty happy. Foster also sought
mmunlﬁnmt:lonfnmdwhojmhnp-
pened to be in the wrea.

“I waa invited to come and visit the cam-
pus and 1 was impressed with what 1 saw,”
Foster said. *T have a lot of good and close
friends in baaketball, and Jim O'Brion is a
good friend of mine. I've known him for a
long time and I had lunch with him and had
i real comfort zone when it came to asking
questions.

“That started to make the decision a lit-
tle easier. Leaving your players is always
the hardest part of things, but everything I
saw made me want to be here.”

According to Foster, leaving Vanderbilt
wamt easy and the Commodorea have a
great chance to win next year's national
title, They return national player of the
year candidate Chantells Anderson and
fritty point guard Ashley Mellhenny, so for
Foster to ahun the security of n top program
to come to Columbus says quite a bit about
OSU's potential.

“Its a major university in a major con-
ference that sits in a state with great play-
ors,” Foater said. “It's about different chal-
lengea and opportunities in life and 1 waa
ready for another opportunity and another

challenge.
Though Vanderbilt didn't recruit  ton in
Tennessee, it often went head to head with

the Volunteers for top players. As the pre-
eminent college in the state, OSU has soine
built-in advantages in Foster's eyes.

*I think it's an ideal situation to be at a
state university in a state that is full of
players,” ho said, “People go to bed at night
and dream of being Buckeyes. I haven't
been at a place like that. We've been pretty
wuccoasful recruiting at Vanderbilt, I'm sure
there are some very good players in the
state right now that want to be Buckeyes
and we want to get them — at least get the
ones that will help ua win®

Foster's first order of business is getting
to know his team and what he has athleti-
cally for next season,

But he also has one last bit of businoss to
tend to in New York in May, something he
hopes to one day be the center of.

*On May 1 I'm going to New York City
for the second year in & row,” Foster said.
“The New York Athletic Club gives what it
calla the Winged Foot Award. The person
‘who wins the national championship is pre-
sented this award. The coach who wins is
given the opportunity to invite people from
their past to speak sbout their experiences
with that individual. Last year, I had that
honor and was chosen by Muflet to speak
about her start. This year, I'll be talking
about Geno,

“My goal here at Ohio Stato is to invite
Muffet and-Geno to that event in the
future.”
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offense, while Kanu will assist on the
defense.

“These are two fine young men who
someday will be excellent coaches,” Tressel
said. *This should be a tremendous learning
experience for them. We are certainly
pleased to have them working with our
stafl”

Staten played college football at Miami
(Ohio), where he was a four-year starter at
defensive tacklo between 1988.92. He
carned All-MAC recognition his senior year.
He spent two yoars in the NFL (Cincinnati
and New England) and a year in the World
Football League before beginning his coach-
ing career.

Staten worked as a high school conch in
California in 1999 before returning to
Miami in 2000. He worked that year as a
student conch and last season as a graduate
assistant. He graduated cum laude from
Miami in May 2001,

Kanu (pronounced canoe) is a 2001 grad-
uale of Michigan State, He waa a four-year
letterman at safety for MSU, where he
played for OSU defensive coordinator Mark
Dantonio. He was a toam captain and MVP
in 1998, He played professionally with the
NFL's Detroit Lions and the Canadian
Football League's Hamilton Tigercats. He
has been a student nssistant at MSU the
last two years.

Staten and Kanu replace last year's
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FEA'ﬁJ!lED BUCKEYES — Former OSU basketball stars Clark Kellogg

TORAY GILLIAM

(left) and Jerry Lucas were honored at the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes’ Ohio Sports Legends dinner April 5 in Columbus,

graduate nssistants, Brandon Blaney and
Jim Bridge. Blaney got a job aa the tight
ends conch at Kansas, while Bridge was
named the offensive line coach at Eastern
Michigan.

Former OSU Athletes
In Trouble With Law

A pair of former OSU athletes were in
the news due to their alleged criminal activ-
ity in recent woeks.

One-time OSU football signee Andrew
Loo faces aggravated murder charges in
Columbus in connection with the death of a
west side store clerk. Meanwhile, former
OSU basketball player Trent Jackson was
looking at two years in prison following his
conviclion on a robbery charge.

Lee, 20, wans arrested by Columbus
police at his parents’ home March 29. He
was charged with aggravated murder in the
March 25 death of Shauna Sandercock, a
clerk at Game-Arama, 3101 W. Broad St in
Columbus,

Police believe robbery was the motive,
The coroner's report said Sandercock died of
a blunt trauma.

The city's Crime Stoppers program,
which offers cash rewards for tips that lead
to the arrest and indictment of felony sus-
pects, was instrumental in Lee's arrest.

Lee, a Columbus Brookhaven graduate,
has had a turbulent life since signing with
08U as part of the 2000 recruiting class, In
his first quarter on campus, OSU police
investigated claims that Lee assaulted n
food delivery driver outside his dormitory.

Leo, n wide receiver, left OSU and
attemnpted to transfer to Cincinnati but
nover made the squad there. At the time of
his arrest, Lee was free on bond for felony
arrests for roceiving stolen property and
forgery cases filed in 2000,

Meanwhile, Jackson, 23, was sentenced
to two years in prison for his role in a rob-
bery at a Bowling Green, Ohio, drive-thru,

Juckson, who transferred to Bowling
Groen after basketball coach Jim OBrien
kicked him off the squad in 1997, apologized
for his crime but had no explanation for why
he donned an Afro-style wig and a bandana
on his face when he held up a BG Drive
Thru worker at knifepoint,

*Sir, I really don't know,” Jackson said.

Jackson robbed the earryout July 22,
2001, and was quickly apprehended by
police, who spotted him on his bicycle with
an overstuffed book bag.

Jackson tried to dump the contents of

the bag, but police found the wig, the knife
and a brown paper bag with §2,149 in cash.

In exchange for a guilty plea, Wood
County prosecutors agreed to recommend a
minimum sentence and drop charges of
receiving stolen property and possession of
criminal tools.

“Everything I've worked for Las been
changed,” Jackson told the court. “There are
no words to describe how sorry [ am.”

Jackson was charged with disorderly
conduct and resisting arrest following an
altercation near the OSU campus in August
1997. He was later mcquitted of those
charges, but O'Brien cited that arrest and
other factors in dismissing Jackson from the
program that fall.

Miscollaneous Notes

. The BSB Internet site
(ohiostate.rivals.com) is part of the Rivals
network. That network recently added NFL
draft analyst Chris Landry to ita list of con-
tributors.

Landry recently provided draft projec-
tions for Big Ten players eligible for the
league's April 20-21 draft. -

Landry only had three Big Ten players
listed among his first-round picks:
Wisconsin defensive tackle Wendell
Bryant, Northwestern outside linebacker
Napolean Harris and Michigan State run-
ning back T.J, Duckett,

Heo listed five OSU players on his draft
board, including center LeCharles Bentley
and cornerback Derck Ross in the second
round. (See pages 6-7 for a profile on Roas)

Then, he had tailback Jonathan Wells
as o third-round pick, outside linebacker
Courtland Bullard ns a fifth-rounder angd
defensive tackle Mike Collina as a seventh-
round selection.

That would leave such notables as quar-
terback Stove Bellisari, fullback Jamar
Martin, linobacker Joe Cooper and tight
end Darnell Sanders, who left school a year
early, as potential free ngents.

* College Football News.com has updat-
ed its preseason top 50 rankings, bumping
Ohio State up to No. 10 aa of April 4.

“There's not one specific area the
Buckeyes appear to be better than anyone
else in the Big Ten, but the overall package
looks fantastic,” CFN.com wrote.

Texas got the nod for No. 1, followed by
Miami (Fla.), Oklahoma, Florida State,
Tennessee, Florida, Washington, Colorado
and Geargia.

Others of note in the top 50 are Illinois

OSU Athletes
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T ey M LSy e e
‘Recognition
. Th Big Ton Conferonce namead 31, Ohlo
‘State studentathlotes Lo its winter acode-
“mic_ sllconference teams, The top Ohio
| Slato team was womon's gymnostics,
which had nine re! . Woman's swim-

ming had seven and wrestiing hod fivo.

W

(3.33); Lauren Shonk, Sr., malecular gonet:
ics (3.88). : X
Man's Gymnastics
Raj Bhavsar, Jr, biclogy (3.34); Ben
Falkner,  5r., journalism (3.72); Dick
Huntwork, Jr., sport & lelsure studies
(3.14); Ryan Schwartzkopf, Jr., ort (3,45).
' Women's Gymnasties
Amanda Allen, Sr,, social work (3.54);
Stephanie Buerkel, Sr., pharmaceutical sck
once (3.23); Mary Bath Doarr, Sr.. oecupa-
tonal (3.65); Sher Grelg, Jr., exer.
cise science (3,28); Bathany Groskopl, So,,
_nursing (3.41); Julle Levi, 50., communion:
tons (3.52); Sarah Spring, Jr., peychology
(3.91):1 I Tuckar, Sr., pharmacoutical sci-
“ence (3.26); Rickeo Wirtzborger, Jr,, busi-
(noss finance (3.05),
Nk punq. ey S biology (3.01); Se
' 3y .01}, Sean
"?n-ﬁ?of..wn: (3 5):Aoke Viiaa,
4 oy (4T3 L
O s awimmiog s 1

~Kimbary. Bojko, So., human. develop
S ment (3.41); Nicola Hamilton, Jr., psycholo:
iy (3.88); Stacy Lowry, Jr., human devolop-
‘maent (3.69); Amanda Messmer, 5r., occu.
pational tharopy opy (3.33); Kilstin Sander, ¢,
~human. - mant. (3.27)  Katie
Severson, - S0, chemical  enginvering
(3.78); ‘Amanda Treleaven, So., communi:

s Richle Bordnar, St.; humonluas/English
(3.74); Ryan Hieber, S0., business/finance
(3.13); Blake Kaplan, Jr., business/finance

(3.13); Casoy Kapustkn, Sr, mdlmic“ujl

- Wrestling

engioearing (3.22); Jaff Ratiff, So.. pol

(17th), Purdue (20th), Michigan (21st),
Michigan State (31st), Wisconsin (33rd),
Washington State (34th), Penn State
(38th) and Towa (40th).

* Former OSU basketball stars Clark
Kellogg and Jerry Lucas were recognized
at the Fellowship of Christian Athletes’
Ohio Sports Legends dinner April 6 in
Columbus.

Kellogg received the Ohio Legend
Award, while Lucas was the keynote
speaker,

¢ Golfing legend and former Buckeye
Jack Nicklaus chose to miss The Mastors
for just the second time since 1959 due to
lingering back problams.

The six-time Masters champion hopes
he will be able to compete in his own tour-
nament, The Memorial, in late May.

¢ Courtney Coleman was the final
recipient of the Plank's Lady Buck of the
Month alter scoring 20 points and grabbing
nine rebounds in OSU's 70-55 loss to Penn
State in the Big Ten Tournament March 1.
Coleman, a junior, hit B-0f-13 shots from
the floor,

¢  Sophomore- forward Daymen
Bencharski was named the Vorsity Club
Icer Of Month for March. Bencharski, n
native of Beaverlodge, Alberta, had a team-
high three goals in OSU's five games dur-
ing the month., That included the game
winner in overtime of the team's March 8
CCHA playofl win at Western Michigan.
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It's not every day that you meet a bas-
ketball conch — women's or men's — who
served two lours in Vietnam, began coach-
ing at age 13 and whose father was a
whiskey salesman.

But that's what Jim Foster has experi-
enced. So it's no wonder that his experience
has often made life experience for the play-
ers he's conched much more enjoyable and
meaningful.:

Foster loves the game of basketball and,
as the only male president of the Women's
Basketball Coaches Association, knows a
little something about it, too,

“It's a great game, it's an intelloctual
game,” Foster said. *It's n game where you
go from offense to defense very quickly and
don't stop to talk about it like they do in
football. You have to know where you are.”

And where Foster is is almost as sur-
prising as how he got here.

The supposed leader for the job almost
from the beginning was Tennessee associ-
nte head conch Mickie DeMoss, But Andy
Geiger had a plan, something bold, some-
thing different, something that was going
to shake the very foundation of Ohio State
and the Big Ten.

The Buckeyes have never had a male
women's basketball coach, and Foster
becomes the only current male leader in the
Big Ten.,

“It's not a big thing to me because 1
believe women can coach a men's team,”
said Foster, who led 10 of his 11 Vanderbilt
teams to 20 wins or more. *1 think we will
sea the day when that happens.”

Foster has earned respect through victo-
ries, both at Vandy and St. Joseph's, but
now he's on a different stage — one that
has eaten up and spit out many without so
much ns a second thought.

Whether Ohio State fans will cut Foster
some slack and allow him to coach the pro-
gram without being a distraction remains
to be seen. There are many who believe a
woman should have been hired and they
look at Geiger with disdain.

They can stay home.

Foster, who counts the Palestra as his

ct
6010 Converse Huff Rd
Plain City, OH 43064

(614) 873-3815

Just south of town off US Rt 42)
We Carry:

* Deli Meats and Cheese

* Fresh produce year-round
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season starting with pic-your-
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favorite basketball building in the world
and UConn coach Geno Auriemma as a
close friend (and former nssistant), is a
breath of fresh air for a program that
seemed to be gotting atale.

No Big Ten titles, fow postseason
appearances and general discontent added
up to o malaise under Beth Burns, and it
was time for n makeover.

Foster may not do it overnight, but
based on his track record there's little
doubt that he'll get it done. The national
conch of the year in 1985 and 1993 — the
year in which Vanderbilt made ita lone trip
to the Final Four, in a year when Ohio
State finished as runner-up — Foster has
seen it all and done even mare.

*The reason I did that is that it was my
scholarship,” Foster said of his time in the
armed forces, “In order to go to college |
needed someane to pay for it. The govern-
ment at that time had something good, the
GI bill, and if I was going to go to college I
had to figure out how to get there. The
army bankrolled me.

“At the end of the three years I spent
doing what I did, it was an education that
was superior to the one my friends were
getting. I learned a lot of things about life
that I eould apply in college.”

And he's eager to puas thoso lessons on
to the Buckeyes.

Ivan To Be Part Of The Action

It's not a stretch to say the happiest guy
in football camp this spring is offensive
tackle Ivan Douglas.

His career was given up for dead last
year after it was discovered he had o rare
form of clotting in his lungs. Douglas was
never truly concerned as he's ever the opti-
mist, but there were n fow tense moments
as doctors battled to get the problem under
control,

“They said it could have been a lot worse
if I wasn't an athlete,” he sald, “Because |
was strong it helped me, They said people
have died from this kind of thing. They
never told me a reason why it happened,
but if everything works out it won't happen
again. I dido’t know it was that serious,
really. I thought it was something they'd
take care of and I'd be back out there in a
couple of days.”

It was a textbook example of *you dont
know what you've got until it's gone® for
Douglas, who had a spring in his step this
spring and looked intent on holding down
one of the tackle positions.

“I didn't have the opportunity to be out
there with the rest of the guys last spring
s0 I'm probably a little more anxious to hit
the field," Douglas said. *When you have
something taken away from you that you
love and that you're used to doing, you get
hungry for it really fast.”

Douglas was hospitalized for 10 days
and then began on the long road to recovery
thanks to n much needed assist.

“My teammates were great through the
whole thing,” Douglas said. *They brought
me everything — stuff I needod and stuff |
didnt need. They came to my room and
brought me so much food and candy and
DVDs. I like burritos, too, and they brought

.

me those, Everyone on the team helped me

through it."
Now Douglas hopes to reciprocate.

Leftovers

* A funny thing happened to Jim
O'Brien on the way to securing another
*mediocre® recruiting class — top-notch
players started beating down OSU's door.

Former Ohio prep stars Tony Stockman,
who weat to Clemson, and J.J. Sullinger,
who chose Arkansas, both admitted that
they wanted to be Buckeyes after the
recently completed hoops season, Even the
presence of new head coach Stan Heath,
who recruited Sullinger while an nssistant
at Michigan State, apparently wasn't
enough to keep Sullinger n happy Hog.

Maybe those who have said O'Brien
can't land the big fish — never mind that

freshman Ricardo Billings is pret-
ty much a consensus top-756 player — will
finally, finally pipe down.

* This year’s national championship
basketball game was difficult to watch, for
two reasons — one, the play was very slop-
py. Part of that was likely a byproduct of
nickel-and-dime fouls being called by the
officials, who had a horrible tournament. It
also doesn't help that the TV timeouts are
lengthened for the tournament, making the
breaks seem interminable.

The second reason was the combatants
— Indiana is a member of the Big Ten but
is OSU's basketball Michigan as far as
venom and disdain go, and Maryland has
Gary Willinms. It was kind of o no-win sit-
uation.

In the end the best hope was for a good
game, but those moments were fow and far
between. If not for Maryland's Juan Dixon,

From'The Pag

TEN YEARS AGO — 1992

After a school recordtying 53 wina over
their last two yoars at Ohlo State, five sonior
basketball bowed out with a 7571
loss to Michigan in the finals of the NCAA
Southeast Regional,

Further, Junlor Jimemy Jackson was debat-
Iing whether to make himself eligible for the
NBA draft.

With Chris Jent, Jamaal Brown, Mark
Baker, role players Bl Robinson and Steve
Hall, and possibly Jackson all gone, where did
that laave haad coach Randy Ayers?

"We're trying to get to the Final Four,” ha
said. “That's our goal and that's our challenge
In the years coming up. We protty much start
over next year, We loso o great class, guys
that just gave a good, solid effort.

“Plus your seniors know how to react, Thay
know about wearing coats and ties on the
rond, tuning the headphones down on the
bus, being on time and handiing, respansibli-
ty. That's what you miss.®

In the Buckeyes' final game, Fab Fivers
Chyis Webber (23), Juwan Howard (10), Jalen
Rose (20) and Jimmy King (15) all reached
double figures in scorng for the Wolverines.
FIVE YEARS AGO — 1997

Aftor being spurmed by Clomson's Rick
Bames ond Goorgia's Tubby Smith, OSU ath-
letic director Andy Gelger finally found his man
1o take over the men's basketball program
and that man was Boston College coach Jim
0'Bren.

The 4T7yearold O'Brien was publicly Intro-
duced to Ohlo State April 3 as the school's
12th men's coach, He took over for Ayers,
who was fired March 10,

O'Brien had been facing o tough road at
BC when the school put roadblocks in front of
him, demdng admissions to two highly rated
recrults. To his credit, he took the high road,

ot S5t. John Ariena, edged Oklahoma for the

the game would have been totally abom-
inable.

* While colloge sports as a wholo can be
very entertaining, there are a few things
that really need to be examined closely,

For one, how can a sport — in this case
track and synchronized swimming — have
a national champion who isn't an All-
Amorican? Both sports choose to not recog-
nize the foreign influence, so they truly
have an all American team. And they won-
der why there's so little respect there.
Buckeyes Carolina and Isabela Moraes,
from Brazil, won their fourth straight
national duet title yot weren't on the list of
All-Americans. And almost every year in
track there's a foreign runner who wina but
doesn't got mentioned.

But it gets even better.

To make itself more television friendly,
volleyball has gone to rally scoring. In other
words, instend of having your traditional
side out, every serve results in a point.

The best, however, is from the world of
softball.

It's not encugh that there's a mercy rule
— where games are called when & team
gets up by 10 or more runs — but now
there's something called the “international
tiebreaker.” Why it's international I dont
know, but I do know this — it's stupid.

The coaches have to agree, but once they
do, the process is simple and allegedly
painless. A runner goes from the dugout to
second base and action resumes from there.
This is repeated in the home half of the
In;’ing as well and continues until someone
wins.

It's no wonder that these sports thirst
for attention — they have rules that border
on the ridiculous.

refusing to lambaste his former emplayer.

*| think the move will ba healthy for Boston
College and | think it's the best thing for me,”
O'Brien sald. “In any longterm relatiopship,
it's hard o pinpoint 0ne or two things, You just
got & sense that It's tma for 8 changa.”

The following day Gelger introduced Beth
Bumns as the new women's basketball coach,
Formarly the coach at San Diego State, the
39yearold Bums was tapped to take over for
the fired Nancy Darsch,

*One of the exciting things about this is
how good the Big Ten conference is,” Burns
said. “if you can win the Big Ten, you can right
thera say you have the potential to be national
champions. That's how good this league Is,”
ONE YEAR AGO ~— 2001

With spring practice under way, much of
the attention was on quarterbacks Stove
Bellisard, Cralg Mrenzel, Scott McMullen and
Rick McFadden as they tried to get o leg up for
the fall,

The position was a point of concemn for
new coach Jim Tressel and the Buckeyes, as
Incumbent Belllsard was coming off two sea
song in which he posted a 47.6 completion
percentage and 23 interceptions.

But Tressel and Co, were confident that
Bellisard, a senlortobe, would get things
straightened out.

“The first question | asked Stove was,
‘Can you toke us to the national champk
onship?' .

“He looked ma right In the eye and sald, °|
can.' He didn't say it ke, “Yeah, | think s0.’ He
sald It with conviction. He's a competitive

.Thu 05U men's gymnastics team delivered
a natlonal champlonahip to the university,
Coach Milos Avery's Buckoyes, competing

NCAA ttle, 218.126217.775, April 6,
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Ohio State hag been through several
high-profile coaching searches in the
past few years, what with the football
and men's basketball jobs both coming
open in the past five years and the
women's basketball job being vacant
twice,

After secing numerous “name” coach-
oa flirt with Ohio State in other searches
before the Buckeyes were forced to “set-
tle” for a Jim O'Brien or a Jim Tressel,
the Buckeyea seem to have finally landed
a big-tima coach for one of their high-pro-
file jobs with tho hiring of Jim Foster
from Vanderbilt.

The search for the OSU women's
conch this time around was actually
quita different than it was five years ago
following the firing of Nancy Darsch.
While AD Andy Geiger and stafl searched
far and wide to replace Randy Ayers and
John Cooper, the search for a new
women's basketball coach in 1097
seomed to center solely on Amy Tucker, a
former Buckeye star and assistant coach
at perennial power Stanford. -

Obviously stung by the Ohio State
women's lack of success since the magieal
run to the Final Four in 1993 and no
doubt noting declining attendance, the
Buckeye brass wont wide in scope this
time, ruling virtually no one out in the
search. I must admit that [ thought the
chance of a coach like Foster leaving a
premier program to come to Columbus
poemed unlikely.

Yot here he is, and his credentials are
vary impressive,

His Vandy tenms made it to tho NCAA
Tournament in 10 of his 11 years,
advancing to the Sweet 16 three times,
the Elita Eight another four timea and
the Final Four in 1993, In an SEC domi-
nated by Tennessce, the Commodores
nlso won three league tournament cham-
pionships,

While those marks will stack up with
those of almoat anyone in the country, an
Ohio State administration that no doubt
bristles at a lackluster academic roputa-
tion had to take note of ono other entry
on Foster's resume. Entering the 2001-02
season, every athlete Foster had recruit-
ed in 23 years at Vanderbilt and St.
Joseph's had earned a degree — o really
amazing feat.

Foster's players have brought home
plenty of academic hardware in the past
fow years. His players earned four NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarships in the last
seven years. In 1892, Vanderbilt set a
conference record with nine players on
the SEC honor roll, and the following
season the entire starting lineup from
the 1993 Final Four team earned the
same recognition, -

That combination of a Final Four
(ironically, that was the same year the
Buckeyes made it to the big show) and
strong academics had to be extremely
attractive to Geiger and his people.

About the only thing daring about the
selection of such an accomplished coach
in the fact that Fostor is a man. Ohio
State's highest-profile women's position
has always been held by a female, start-
ing with Phyllis Bailey, who went on to a
noted carecr as an OSU athletic adminis-
trator, and running through Mary
Combs, Debbie Wilson, Tara VanDerveer,
Darach and Beth Burns.

But I would hope that all Buckeyo
fans would want the best person for the

Originally Published: April 13, 2002

Foster Brings With Him A Satchel Of Credentials
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job, regardless of race, gender or the like.
And, again, it's hard to find fault with
Foster's credentials. Perhaps he will be
put under a more powerful microacopo by
some fans than a female coach might
have been, but if the Buckeyes win and
graduate, everyone should be happy.

On Willlams And Cole

I have to give Maryland coach Gary
Williams his dus, I have dished out my
share of criticiam toward the former Ohio
State mentor in this space through the
years. Most of it stems from the fact he
left Ohio State in mid-project back in
1989,

I got n little tired of hearing how
Williams would have done better than
Ayers if he had stayed at Ohio State and
how Ayers won his two Big Ten titles only
because he had Williams' players,

Well, Williams didn't stay, so we'll
never know how he would have done or if
he would have done as well ns Ayers. It's
enny to win games and champlonships if
all you have to do is assume you are
going to win them. Unfortunately, you
have to win them on the court,

Bocause he loft, rather than seeing
Willinms lead the Buckeyes to victories
on the court, I was left to remember hia
toam's total collapse following the neck
injury to Jay Burson in 1989 and his
inability to defeat archrival Indiana,
something even the much-maligned
Eldon Miller was ablo to do by his third
season in Columbua,

There also were some problems
between Willinms and BSB that I did not
feel were warranted. When it comes to
people’s actions toward our paper and my
ataff, I can have a very long memory.

Williama continued to have problems
winning the “big game” for many years at
Maryland. >

But Williams' first win over Indiana,
in this year’s national championship
game, gave him college basketball's
biggeat prize. The win comes on the heels
of a Final Four appearance last season.
So I think you have to recognize Willinms
for his accomplishmenta.

I don't have to like him, but I give him
his due.

A sidelight to Maryland's champi-
onship this season was the farewell to
the longtime home of the Terrapins, Cole
Field House. This closing received much
national attention, with the national

medin noting the historical significance

of the building.

With all due respect to Cole Field
House, I believe that St. John Arena was
every bit as significant as Cole Field
House. You often hear about medin capi-
tals, and the fact that Cole is in suburban
Washington, D.C., one of the world's
media centers, and St. John Arena is in
sleepy Columbus may have something to
do with the reapective media coverage,

Much of the hubbub about Cole Field
House , centers around two events. In
1966, the national championahip basket-
ball game was played there and Texas
Western (now UTEP), featuring five
black starters, defeated Kentucky for the
national crown. The game is said to bo a

W FROM15TH AND HIGH

Witz Publisner

milestone in college basketball as it
opened the gates for black players at
schools — including Kentucky — that
had traditionally suited up all — or pre-
dominantly — white teams.

This would not have been a big deal in
St. John Arena, where Ohio State had
won a national championship in 1960
with two black starters — Mel Nowell
and Joe Roberts. ‘

The other big game at Cole was actu-
ally a high school game. DeMatha, from
suburban Washington, defeated New
York Power Memorial, led by the then
Lew Aleindor, handing the future
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar his only prep loas,
a historic game in prep basketball histo-

ry.

But St. John Arena has a game to
match that one,

In 1958, Columbus North defeated
Jerry Lucas and Middletown in the state
semifinals at St. John Arena to anap a
76-game winning streak, Middletown,
the two-time defending state champion,
featured three other college-bound play-
era  besidea Lucas — Tom Sizer
(Cincinnati), Ben Roberts (Kentucky)
and Larry Emrick (Purdue).

Middletown did not go down without a
fight. After the teams were tied at 30 at
the half, Middletown started to pull
awny, as expocted. But North settled
down and trailed by just five after three,

Then the unexpected happened.
North pulled out to a seven-point lead
with less than three minutes left in the
game, Middletown was not finished, how-
ever. The Middies chipped away and took
a one-point lead on a pair of free throwa
by Sizer with under 10 seconds to play.
North's Eddie Clark quickly eame back
with a ghot over the 6-8 Lucas with five
seconda left to give North the 63-62 vic-
tory, though Middletown got off a good
shot at the buzzer that went off the rim.

“There is no question in my mind that
was the greatest upset and the greatest
game in high school basketball history in
the state of Ohio," said Larry Larson of
Columbus’ WTVN radio, who has the
well-earned moniker of Mr. High School
Sports. I would put it up against any
high school game anywhere.”

Lucas was every bit the high school
and college player that Aleindor/Jabbar
was. Yet ane played in New York City, the
other in Middletown, Ohio, Who do you
think got more hype? And so Cole gets
the credit.

Larson points out that there were sov-
eral other great high school games at St
John Arena, including the championship
game following North's upset, an almost
anticlimactic game after the upset of
Middletown.

Cleveland East Tech hit a 40-foot shot
at the buzzer to send the game into over-
time and North coach Frank Truitt, who
would go on to be an assistant to Fred
Taylor at Ohio State, elected to play for
one shot in overtime, which North
missed. Then, as were the rules of the
day, the o went to sudden death, with
East Tech winning the state crown.

Larson also pointed out the champi-
onship game in 1979 in which Clark

Kellogg scored 51 points for Cleveland
St. Joseph's in a loss to Granville Waiters
and Columbus East and Jimmy
Jackson's magieal championship perfor-
mance against St. Joseph's in 1989,

Larson also called the 1992 girls
championship game at St. John Arena
betwoen Pickerington and Katie Smith's
Logan team a “brenkthrough" game. The
gume drew a record girls crowd of
12,385.

“Katie Smith was legendary,” Larson
said, “and Logan’s following was huge. So
was Pickerington's.”

Pickerington won the game, 53-46.

“I really think that game elevated the
game of girls basketball in the eyes of the
fan," Larson said. “It gave girls basket-
ball the respect it deserved.”

And all this is just some of the great
prep basketball played in St. John Arena.

The building also was the site of the
greatest college game [ ever witnessed,
Ohio State's 97-95 double-overtime victo-
ry over Indiana in 1991, Cole couldn't
have hosted too many games like that,

And St. John Arena was the home of
one of basketball's greatest dynasties,
the Lucas, John Havlicek-led Buckeyes -
who made it to the nation's champi-
onship game three years in a row from
1960-62. There was another Final Four
team to call St. John home base in 1968,
Cole Field House was not home to a Final
Four team until these past two seasona.

There were all sorts of interesting
games, but for extra intrigue, how about
the time Indiana's George McGinnia
went into the stands after OSU football
star Stan White in 1971. And for good
measure, Aleindor himself played in St.
John Arena in 1968, leading UCLA to an
B84-73 victory.

And what about the women?

Char{l Miller and Cynthin Cooper led
powerful USC into St. John in 1986 and
Ohio State, behind Tracy Hall, almost
pulled off the upset, falling 83-81 before
10,184. There were all those great games
between the Lady Buckeyes and lowa,
often played before capacity crowds, that
helped put women's basketball on the

map.

In 1993, Ohio State downed fifth-
ranked Virginia, 91-84, before a national
telovision audience, behind 356 points
from a freshman Smith. The win, in front
of 9,177 in St. John, helped start the
Buckeyes on their way to the national
championahip game.

I'm hard-pressed to beliove that there
was that much more action and excite-
ment in Cole Field House than there was
in St. John Arena. But because all those
thrills took place in our little cow town,
theyll just have to remain our little
secret,

Spring Football Updates
With spring football practice sessions
open this year, the BSB staff will
be able to follow all the action up close
and personal. While this and the next
two isgues of BSB will feature in-depth
covernge of spring football action, the
best way to get daily reports is on our
web site (ohiostate.rivals.com).

You can follow the battles at quarter-
back and tailback as they unfold. And
don't forget your chance to chat with BSB
editor Steve Helwagen each Friday at 1
p.m. or the frequent recruiting updates
from noted expert Bill Kurelie.
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