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Heater Hopes Coaching Leads
To Initial Rose Extravaganza

Meet The Grid Coaches

Hy Ken Halloy

08U defensive backficld coach
Chuck Heater is now involved in his
10th season of Big Ten football, Dunng
that time Heater, who played hia
collegiate ball nt Michigan, has been a
part of five Big Ten championships,
either as a player or coach, but has
never gono to a Rose Bowl,

“It's really hard to believe when you
think about it. Five times. It doesn't
weem right,” said Heater, now in his
third year at Ohio State, "Things just
never foll into place. Maybe one day
thay will."

Buckeye fans will likely sympathize
with Heater's most recent Pasadena
disappointment, that coming last year
when the Buckeyes tied Michigan for
the conference crown but the
Waolverines went West via their win
over the Buckeyos,

Ironically, Heater was denied four
times as o player for Michigan between
1971.74. The Wolverines played in the
1972 New Year's Day classic, but
Heater did not make the trip, being a
freshman, Freshmen did not make
bow! trips at that time,

The Wolverines tied Ohio State for
the Big Ten title the next three seanons,
but again, each time wound up
spending the holidays athome, A 1411
Buckeye win in '72 gave the Buckeyes
the bowl nod via the head-to-head
tiebreaker rule.

It wan during that season Heater, a
tailback, began a career of conmistency
He rushod for 655 ynrd- averaging 4.7
varde a carr and scored four
touchdowns, He also caught three
passes for 31 yards,

The tiebreaker didn't do in the
Wolves in '73; instead a vote by the
conference's athletie directors did. A
1010, season-ending tie had the
conference bigwigs confounded, as
both Michigan and OSU ended the
weason with 10-0-1 records, To decide
the Rose Bowl participant, a vote was
held and Ohklo State received six of 10
ballota

“Ohio State probably had the better
team that season, but we were the
better team that day," the Weston,
W.Va., native recalls, As a junior that
season, Heater gained 666 yardson the
ground, an average of H8 vards a
earry. He scored six TDs

In 1974, Ohilo State's 12.10 win ngain
gave OSU the tiebreaker edge and sent
the Buckeyes to Pasadena, denying
Heater hislast chunee for Christmas in

the sun. Instead, he spent his fourth
straight holiday seasan at home in
Oho, Heater, converted to
tucked on another 662
y and acored wseven
touchdowne that saeason
.\.lu vkan posted a 3021 record
duning the three vears Heater was a
slarter
Heater isn't bitter about the whold
ordenl He's a reulist == an education
paychology graduate who analyzes

most things in terms of its Xa and Ou

“Going to the Hose Bow] just waan't
meant Lo be ut that time. You can't
dwell un it too much,” said the second
team All-Big Ten in 1973 honoree, "1
just have to believe my time will come
You never atop belleving.”

He wis drafted in the 10th round by
New Orleana in 1975, but a pro career
never materinlized. “"They were
keaping six running boacks, and I wan
the seventh,"” he snid, Hamatring pulls
and other nagging injuries hampered
his progrens at summer camp

Somewhat distraught, Heater turned
down the opportunity to begin a pro
career in Canada, Forever the realist,
Hoeater resisted,

"I just didn’t want to play football
anymore. My heart wasn'tin it, I knew
it was time to give it up,” he said
"Some guys never stop living those
days of glory, and 1 knew | would
nlways be n marginal player. Maybe 1
could have made it with the right team,
but I would have been a marginal two
or three-year player,

“It was just time to move on, I would
say I was fortunate because some guys
never move on,"”

Heater applied to graduate school,
expocting to eventually land a eareerin
counseling and psychology. He then
ran into an old hometown friend, Jerry
Janson, who was an assistant at
Northern Arizona. Interestingly,
Janson wos a graduate assistant
under Woody Hayes when Heater
played for Michigan

Putting reality on the back burner,
Heater accepted when asked by
Janson to become an assistant at NA

“1 wan single at the time, so | could
move very quickly, It was just a
situation and | was available to do it,"
he explained. "Being a football conch
wis down on my list of things to do in
my life, 1 didn’t prepare mysolf as a
I)!uy«r with the attitude of one day
ecoming a coach.”

Heater never took cousching
seriously, at least at first.

“I thought I would just have some
fun for a while, 1 thought it might be
something I knew a little bit about.”

To his delight, coaching wasn't what
he expected,

"I had a very narrow view of what
conching was. | realized it was more
than just teaching, As 1 got more
involved I realized | had ability to be a
coach and it had a lot o do with
dealing with people. Communication
win pivotal, And that's what [ always
wianted to do in my life — deal with

people.”
And so the career began
After one seanon at Northern

Arizona, Heater returned to Ohio when
his backfield conch ot Michigan,
Chuck Stobart, who had now become
head conch at Toledo, asked Heater to
coach the running backs. Heater spent
two yvears with the backfield befo r--
taking over the defennive
chaores. He rebuilt the
secondary in three years

"I thought the opportunity to coach

backfield
Rocket

the secondnry was a better career move
for me profeasionally, If you do a good
job there people will have a better
chance to evaluate you,” he explained

Havirg established a name for
himsall in the coaching realm, Hoatar
went to Wisconsin in 1982 when Dave
MeClain anked Heater to work with the
defensive backfield there. Heater
stayed there three vears before coming
to OSU. The Badgers defonted Ohio
State twice during Heater'n stay in
Madison

An the times have changed, so has
Heunter's coaching style

“From a coaching standpoint, I've
become more of a teacher thian a yeller
over the yearn,”" Heater said, “As n

young coach I was pretty radical in my
approach. | was extremely aggressive,
sometimes in the absence of
knowledge.

"I ean still yell and scream, but now
I'm more interested in knowing why o
kid doesn't do it right than | was at one
time. Now I give the kid the
opportunity to say, 'hey coach, this is
what [ saw on the play.'

Heater even boasts about becoming
u decent teacher.

“l think the whole key about
teaching, like in anything, is to be able
to get the whole picture, break it down
into something simple,” he said. “You
do this so that when you try to
communicate it, it comes across very
progressive. When you cut away all the
fat, you'll find that the simplistic form
is the beat."

That's usually easier said than done,
especinlly for Heater, Though he
minimizes his psychology training as
“"only an undergraduate degree,” it's
obvious hiseducation has pervaded his
coaching technigue,

“That's what 1 like about conching,
it's more than just the Xs and Os. You
spend a large portion of your time
dealing with people,” he said. 1t gives

me a mensitivity to understanding and
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appreciating people more. That's what
this job is all about, I've learned "

And it's that ability to communicate
that makes Heater an effective conch,
wnid OSU coach Earle Bruce.

“Coach Heater understands the kids
and that's the number one key to being
u conch," Bruce said, "You can teach
all you want, but if you don't
understand what makes a kid go, then
you'll never make it as a coach. Coach
Heater knows how to reach a kid.
That's why he's a coach today at the
Division 1 level ™

And perhaps one day Heator will
make it to Pasadena as a head coach.

"That would be something, wouldn't
it?" he laughed
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MICHIGAN MEMORIES: CHUCK STOBART
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Stobart Has Seen Both
Sides Of Yearly War

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeys Hports Dulletin Editor

08U  offensive coordinnter Chuck
Btobart will be on the sidelines for the Ohio
State-Michigan gume for the 14th time Now.
18 when the Buckeyes hoat the Wolverines
at Ohio Stadium

The 62 year-old Swwbart spent sight ses-
sons ma offoraive ecordinator st Michigan
under Bo Schambechler from 1969-76
Thon, alter making six other eonching
stopa, the Ohio U, graduate returned to his
home state and the Big Ten as OSUs wide
recuivers conch in 1906

1 remember back, 30 years ago, we
thought that was the biggest gnme in col
lege football” Stobart told BSB. “1 was
sxctid about coming back to Ohlo State to
w1 thist fueling was atill thare,

*I had baon at Pitt, whers the Ptt-Penn
State game s big, at Arizonn, where you
had the Anzona-Arizona State gama, st
Utah, whore you had Utah-BYU, and at
USC, whore you had Southern Cal-Notre
Dame and USC-UCLA.

“But | have to tell you, this {a e biggest
college football game there is.”

Stobart's teams are 4-8-1 in The Game,
including n record of 34-1 while he waa at
Michigan and 14 since he's boen at O5U.

*One of the things that has always
struck ma about this game ia it ls a tough,
physical, hard-nosed game but cleanly
played betwoen two toams who repect each
other tmmanaely,” Stobart said.

Sinee he has soen this rivalry from both
widen, Stobart was saked about how fana in
Michogan view The Gama,

*1 think for a lot of the fans in Michigan,
thie Michiygan Stats gams v important,”
Stobart smid, *1 say that becavas the first
year weo ware thero at Michigan in '69, we
loat to Michignn State but we beat Ohlo
State in probably oma of the groatedt gamoes
mu:\[rlurnd.

o went around that .%dm
alumni events and all you ever Now,
you do know Michigan State is important,'

and it i,

“But 1 tall you one thing, iths still not like
Michigan and Ohio State. I don’t care what
anybody sayn.*

Tho Michigan Yoears

Stobart had hooked up with a Woody
Hayesa disciple named Do Schembechler
when he was hired as the quarterbacks
coach at Miami (Ohio) in 1967, Two years
lnter, Schembechlor took Stobart with him
to Michigan aa the offenmve coordinator.

Thist full in 1968 would be the firet of 10
meotings  botween  Schembechler's
Wolvertnes and Hayea' Buckeyes, a period
u‘;ullrm historians note aa *The Ten Year

nr”

Stobart was around for the first seven
match-ups bafore he lolt in 1977 o become
the head coach at Thledo.

The first meeting betwoen teacher and
pupil was a dandy in 1969, ae the Buckeyes
ventured to Ann Arbor as the nation's No. 1
ranked team with a 22-game winning
streak. OSU had averaged 46 points and
512 yards u gamae.

Geing in aa a 17.point favorits, OSU
neoded just a win to secure at loast & plece
of ita second straight national ehampi-
onship, Due to the *no-repeat rule,” though,
the Buckeyes were precluded from retum.
ing to the Rose Bowl,

Michigan, playing befors a record crowd
of 103,568, pulled off the stunning 24-12
upaet. The key play was a 60-yard punt
roturn by UM’ Barry Plerson, setting up a
2-yard twuchdown run by quarterbiack Dan
'i'slmrhmd that guve the Wolverines a 21-12

oud

“T'm sure Bo was fired up for that game,
a8 I'm oure Woody was,” Stobart said. "That
gume wog like the ones ve seen the last
three or four yearm — two teams playing
hard and thete will be thres or four breaks
that happen during the course of the game
that turn those gumes around.

*Ohio State played extremaly well that
day, but wae did, too. We (Michigun) got an
interception and returned it down to the 3«
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BEEN THROUGH THE WARS — Ohio State offensive coordinntor
Chuck Stobart will mark his 14th OSU-Michigan game this year,
Stobart has spent time on both sidelines during the series, serving
a8 an assistant coach for both schools.

yard line, From then on, it was kind of hang
on and make them try and beat you.*

A yoar Inter, OSU exacted ita revenge by
winmung 20-8 in Ohlo Stadium to wrap up a
mf.ncl wonaon and advance Lo the

Bowl to face Stanford,

OSU went into n tallapin in 1071, falling
to 64, But the Buckeyes gave ko unbwaten
Michigan team gquite & tusale. Tom
Campann's B5.ynrd t return hiad given
OSU & 72 lead E::: Michigan, which
already had tho Roas Bowl berth sewn up,
finished a perfect regular season by driving
for the winning score, which came on Billy
Tuylor's 20-yard run

“We were undefonted and thay were
really struggling that year,” Stobart asid
“That was a ganme where we had to put
together a big drive at the end of the game
to win.®

Parhiaps the four bast years in the OSU-
Michigan rivalry caune between 1072.75,
Each time The Game matched top-10
teams, including top-five oppotenta the last
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As Asalstant Coach:
Wan 4, Lost 8, Tled 1
At Michigan: Won 3, Lost 4, Tled 1
1969 — Michigan 24, Ohlo State 12
1970 — Ohlo State 20, Michigan 9
1971 — Michigan 10, Ohio State T
1972 — Ohlo State 14, Michigan 11
16973 — Ohlo State 10, Michigan 10
1974 — Ohlo Stats 12, Michigan 10
1975 — Ohlo State 21, Michigan 14
1970 — Michigan 22, Ohlo State 0
Af Ohlo State: Won 1, Lost 4

1998 — Michigan 31, Ohlo State 23
1996 «~ Michigan 13, Ohlo State 9
1997 — Michigan 20, Onhio State 14
1998 — Ohlo State 31, Michigan 16
1999 = Michlgan 24, Ohlo State 17

three years, and each time the Rose Bowl
was ot stake.

“Those were tha field goal years because
the games usually wera so close they came
down to a kick st the end,” Stobhart asid,
“That waa a big period becnuse [ think both
teams were really pood. They were both tal-
ented, woll-conched foatball teama ®

Oklo State’ won the 1072 game in
Columbrs 14-11 behind o pair of stunning
goal-line stands. Each time, Schmbechler
sachowed ahort field goals — kicks that
eould have ultimately tied the game and
semit his team to Pusndena — bofore loaing
poisession ot fourth-and-goal at the OSU) 1.
yard line

Michigan ran 12 plays inaide the OSU 6
but netted juat one touchdown

"Il | remamber right, those were early in
the gama,” Stobart said. *You just think
you're going to score. You just think there's
no way you're not golng to get the next one

*A little bit of thinking, too, s you foel
you'll need more than just a fleld goal thers
to win the gama."”

Each team wis unbeaten when it took
the field for The Game in 1973, and they
atayed that way after a 10-10 tia
Michigan's Mike Lantry missed field goals
of 40 and 20 yards in the final two minutes
that could have again sent UM to
Pasadena

Since the *no-repeat rule” had been abol
ished prior to the 1972 season, the decwidn
on which tham would represent the Big Ten
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at the Rose Bow] was left up to s vote by the
Big Ten's athletic diroctors

As it turmnaed out, the ADs votad Lo send
Ohio Stats to the Roas Bowl, even though
the Buckoysa had been to Pasadena just the
yoar before. An injury to UM quarterback
Dennia Franklin, who suffered a broken cal-
larbone agninat OSU, may have swayed the
voling. According to Stobart, that did not
appease Schembechler

“] don't think he was real pleased with
that vote,” Stobart said. *T do think, though,
if you go back and check it out, that might
have been one thing that changed college
football in terms of opening up the bowls to
more than one (Big Ten) team.*

Sure enough, the rule limiting the Big
Ten to one bowl team was lifted by 1975,
when Michigan ventured to the Orange
Bowl despita losing another season-ending
showdown to the Buckeyes,

*l know there waa a string there where
the record for the players at Michigan was
like 30-2-1 (in 1972:74) and they hnd never
gone to s bowl game,” Stobart said,

The kickors agnin figured heavily in the
outcome in 1974 in Columbus as Tom
Klaban's fleld goals of 47, 25, 43 and 45
yards lifted OSU to a 12-10 win and anoth-
er Rose Bowl berth. Lantry’s potential game
winner from 33 yards out with 18 seconds
left waa wide loft

A yoar later, another Michigan miscue
agnin spelled victory for the Buckeyes, this
time in Ann Arbor. Fullback Pete Johnson
had scored on a 7-yard pass from Cornelius
Groens and on a 1-yard run, which tied the
gume at 14 with 3:18 left.

The pressure was squarely on Michigan
~ i tio would send OSU to the Rose Bowl
because Michigan had been tied by
Stanford and Baylor earlier in the season,

Originally Published: Nov. 18, 2000

MICHIGAN MEMORIES: CHUCK STOBART

Facing third-and- 19 on his own 11-yard
line, UM freshman quarterback Rick Leach
saw his pass intercepted by OSU's Ray
Oriffin st the Michigan 32, Griffin, the
younger brother of OSU Heiaman Trophy
winner Archie Griffin, returned it all the
way down to the UM 3. Johnaon did the rest
and the Buckeyes, after a 21-14 win, were
Pasadena-bound

“That was an interception deep in our
end,” Stobart said. *Rick Leach, n freshman,
threw the intarcoption, and most of thase
gamea are determined by plays like that

fou makeo a mistakes and the other team
capitalizen, and there goes the ball game.”

Behembechlor and Stobart earmed their
first victory at Ohio Stadium in 1976 as the
Wolverines blanked the Buckeyes 22.0.
Aler a five-year hintus, UM headad back to
the Rosa Bowl — and Swbart, not long
after, was on his way to Thledo

Tho Ohlo State Yoars
OSU conch John Cooper was looking

*for stability on his conching stafl and he

found it when he hired Stobart, who had
just finished up a six-year run as the
head conch at Memphis, as his new
receivers coach,

Stobart’s first season nt OSU in 1995
turned out to be a magical one as the
Buckeyes won their first 11 games to move
an high aa No. 2 in the national palls. But
the season-ending game at Michigan, just 8-
3 on the year, loomed and OSU needed a
win to keep Northwestern, already in the
clubhouse with an 8.0 Big Ten mark, from
going to the Rose Bowl.

Stoking the fires were comments by
Stobarts star pupil and eventual Fred
Bilotnikoff Award winner, flanker Terry

Glann,

"l guarantes we're going to the Rose
Bowl." Glenn said. *T think we should keep
Michigan down here where they belong like
tho reat of tha taama and go up thars and
kick their butta like we did everybody else

*] think the year we went up thers and
loat 268-0 (in 1903), [ think a lot of people put
Michigan up on a pedestal. I think the atti.
tuds is now that we can baat Michigan

"Michigan is nobody,” he said

But on game day, the Wolverines took it
to Ohio State. Tuilback Tim Binkabutuka
reeled off an OSU opponent-record 313
yards on 37 earries and freahiman eormer-
back Charles Woodson intercepted two
Bobby Hoying passes in a 31-23 win over
the Buckoyea. Glonn eaught four passes for
T2 yardas but was not a major factor.

*He had had such a great year,” Stobart
said. "Olwiously, you don't like to see (com.
ments like) that, When [ talked to him
about that, it was almost like one of those
deals whare what ha was trying to say wan,
"We go against good defensive backs every
day in practice, so (playing Michigan) is not
a big deal’

“Unfortunately, it dosan't come out like
that an the other side®

OSU was again unbeaten n year later
and had already locked up a Rose Bow] bid
But the Wolvenines, just 7-3 coming in this
time around, sneaked into the Horseshoe
and upact the No, 2-ranked Buckeyea 13-9,

Another ens of Stobart's receivers was
on the firing line in 1997, when OSU ven-
tured north to take on the No. l-manked
Wolverines,

This time, sophomare David Boston took
it upon himsalf to eall out Woodson, who
wis only a fow woeks awny from bringing
the Helsman Trophy home to Ann Arbor

“Ha's u great athlots, everybody knows,”

anid Boaton, who intimated that Woodson
waa not the beat corner ha had faced. "He's
come on ESPN and USA Thday and said he
in tha best college fbotball player ever, and
Just dah-tah-dah-tah-dah *

Woodson helped hold Boston to three
catches for 68 yards — although one of
themn was u 56-yard TD againat Woodson —
in n 20-14 win that dended OSU a piace of
the Big Ten title and a Ross Bowl berth.

A year later, with Woodson now in the
NFL, DBoston gained his revenge on
Michigan. He caught 10 passes for 217
yards, including touchdowns of 30 and 43
yards from quarterback Joe Germaine, tn a
31-16 win over the Wolverinea

An earlier loss 1o Michigan State had
cost OSU ita No, 1 ranking and, ultimatasly,
the Rose Bowl berth, But the Buckeyes
went on to finlah 11-1 and ranked No. 2
nationally after a Sugar Bowl win over
Texas AM

“David did not have a good game in the
game we had lost to Michigan State down
here that year,” Stobart smid, "Dut he did
coma back and played well at Jowa and
played well against Michigan and then
ngainst Texas A&M in the Sugar Bowl,

*1 was happy for him becavse of that
Tha year before he had taken n lot of hoat
for what he had said. He had to live with
that, I was happy whon he was abla to come
back from that and have a big game for us

“That happena on both sides of the ball.
I remember up there when they said some
things that hit the locker room down here
with Woody. You have to be carefiul what you
any bocause we ire 80 closs to them.®

There was little controversy lnst yoar aa
Ohio State, playing out the string in a 6-6
soason, gave Michigan a real challenge
before late miscuss proved coatly in a 24-17
defoat
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