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OSU Over
Michigan

Tressel Bags Ohio’s
Career Passing King

By GARY HOUSTEAU and STEVE HELWAGEN
Bockeye Hports Bulletin Staff Members

Jim Treasel will not lead the Ohio State Buckeyes
against Michigan for the first time s the OSU head coach
until Nov. 24, but he already has secured one major victo-
ry over the Waolverines. .

Instead of the gridiron, though, this victory came on
the recruiting trail as highl sought quarterback Justin
Zwick of Massillon (Ohio) Washington picked O5U over
Michigan and a host of other schools urirlﬁ n May 30
announcement at a restaurant near hia school,

“I foel that I have found o school that is great,” Ywick
told a crowd of over 100 media members, fans and friends,
“It fits all the thi that I've talked about.

“And that sehool will be The Ohio State University.”

Just as he began to utier the words of his future
school, Zwick casually reached below the podium and
pulled out o Buckeye jersey with his No. 12 and his name
already inscribed on the back. 3

The 6-4, 205-pound Zwick is considered one of the
nation’s top quarterback prospects, ranking third amon
all junjor prospects in the state by The Ohio Footba
Heermting News. In three years as o starter — two at
Orrville High School and one at Massillon — Zwick is
alroady recognized s
Ohio's high  school

OSU recruiting class,

people thought it waos

battlea,

ickoyoes.”
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19).

But he likely will be seen as the cor-
nerstone for what could be a big By MIKE WACHSMAN

“I was a little surprised he made
his decision this soon,” said Bl
Kurelic, who edits TOFRN. *1 think
it was a forogone mn:.iluniun lh(:;: it

. to Ohi T 1n £
§I‘,‘ﬁ,‘;',’;'i it%)igr:#.] :ndur&int nu::t‘ But end it did for the Ohio State baseball

aingg to be | team, which ¢l for the fourth time in five games
ane of thoso old-school recruiting | on the way to being eliminated from an NCAA

\E,r:"l}'ll:i jli'fﬁ,.:&'i’“(‘l:gmﬁﬁr&;rlﬂ‘:;ﬁ timo. The senior class was fairly amall, and by

Light end R.J. Coleman, rated one of the end of the year the youngsters had taken
the nation'’s best at his position, | Over.

committed as well o the
(see Recruiting Outlook, pages 14- | nice with the pups, but that was one thing Todd

Kennedy
Resigns

Strength Coach Ends
12-Year OSU Tenure-

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Dave Kennedy, n fixture with the
Ohio State football program as the
strength and conditioning coach for the
last 12 seasons, abruptly turned in his
resignation May 12,

The 40-year-old Kennedy, credited
with producing a
number of NFL
atars  in  the
Woody Hayes
Athletie Center
woight room,
walked away
from a lucrative
long-term  con-
tract to “puriue
other career
opportunities,”
he said through
an OSU releasc.

Speculation immediately turned to a
possible rift between Kennedy, who had
almost full autonomy with the off-sca-

Dave Kennedy

i oustial | gon conditioning program under formaer
'LL WEAR THIS NEXT YEAR — Massillon (Ohio) | coach John Cooper, and new head coach
Washington quarterback Justin Zwick shows off his | Jim Treasel.

08U jersey as he makes the announcement May 30
that he will sign in February to play for the Buckeyes.

career passing leader with 7,219

yards and 72 touchdowns to hin ase a uC ey
credit (soe graphie, page

He joins Warren (Ohio) Hardin
running back Maurice Clarett and
Van Wert, Ohio, defensive end Joel
Penton aa early verbals for 2002,

Buckeye Hports Bulletin Siaff Writer

It wasn't supposcd Lo end this way — not after
all the hard work and dedication that had been
put in.

regional with losses to Delaware and Kent Siate

“But this is a huge, huge commit- | May 25-26,

ment for Ohio State. This could real- 08U conch Bob Todd may have done one of hin
l{ turn into a snowball effect for the
By :

beat conching jobs considering he had 12 frésh-
men and sophomores who got sizable playing

uckeyes Its not always casy to got the veterans to play

Continued On Page 18 Continued On Page 24

Continued On Page 10 .

es Get NCAA

Ouster From Delaware, Kent

NOT ENOUGH — Despite a homer
from Doug Deeds (20), OSU lost two
straight and was eliminated from
the NCAA tournament,
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Zwick Verbal A Coup For Tressel

When people ask me what Buckeye
Sports Bulletin is all about — believe
me, there are a few peaple out there
who still haven't heard of us yet — 1
say the following:

“Well, we cover all of Ohio State's
vargity sporta, There are 36 of them,
you know, But we really emphasize
football, football recruiting and bas-
kethall ”

That explanation usually gains o
knowing nod and a smile before that
person asks how they can obtain a

copy.

All of this, of course, leads back to
the fact that Massillon (Ohio)
Washington wunderkind quarterback
Justin - Zwick committed to the
Buckeyes on May 30,

That news, from where [ see it, is
going to have a major impact on OSU
football recruiting and, ultimately,
08U football. So, according to my own
definition, Zwick’s verbal to the
Buckeyes was a pretty big deal around
here, (Do we even have to mention
that Zwick picked the Buckeyes over
Michigan? We do? OK.)

1 know I never went on record with-
in these pages as saying | believed this
would be the end result. [ did, howev-
er, do just that on our Internet site,
although I admitted I had no special
insight, just a gut feeling.

Zwick spent at least three days this
spring at OSU watching practice and
meoeeting with the conches, 1t was eany
to seo the gleam in his eye whenever
he was around the Woody Hayes
Athletic Conter and Jim Tressel,

Everything just fit perfectly, and it
made total sense when Zwick ended
the suspense with his verbal commit-
ment to OSU.

What does this mean? Well, having
Zwick officially (well, verbally, at
least) on board means a lot for Ohio
State,

We don't know for sure that he will
ever lond OSU to a Big Ten champi-
onship, much less a national title
(remember, the wait is now 32 years
and counting on that lnst one). But
Zwick’s verbal gives everybody hope
that things of that nature are in the
ofling.

O8SU's assistant conches now have a
bona fide quarterback recruit to sell to
other potentinl prospects.

I am not necessarily a proponent of
the avalanche effect or the domino the-
ory. Just because OSU has Zwick does
nol moean it can automatically expect
other potentinlly great prospects to
just jump in the boat.

If OSU succeeds in landing, say,
Avon Lake, Ohio, linebacker Mike
D'Andrea, whom most people are mak-
ing out to be the next Andy
Katzenmoyer, it will be because OSU
is the best place for Mike D'Andrea.

I'm sure most OSU supporters are
hopeful Zwick’s verbal will help the
Buckeyes land about five really good
offensive linemen, the aame number
the Buckoyes need, by the way.

In fact, Zwick’s verbal may have
had a hand in West Virginia's R.J.
Coleman, a highly rated tight end,
finalizing his verbal to the school three

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
with
Stove Helwagen

days later.

Moro than anything, Zwick's verbal
gives OSU's first-year head coach
some much needed credibility. Since
his appointment, Tressel has succood-
ed in landing a handful of stellar
prospects.

It should be noted, though, that his
gets on Maurice Clarott and Zwick
seemed almost preordained.

Can he sustain this kind of momen-
tum and truly capitalize on what could
be the best year for talent in Ohio in
some time? 1 don't know, but it looks
like he's off to n great start.

As for Zwick, 1 like the kids moxie.
His move from Orrville to Massillon o
year ago created quite a stir among
the locals just west of Canton.

He said some of his so-called friends
in his hometown have turned their
backs on him. But you know what, he
did what he felt was best for him,

This is not to say that football at
Orrville is not a big deal, beeause the
Red Riders have been perennial play-
off contenders in Divisions II1 and IV,

However, one look at Masasillon's
schedule tells you everything you need
to know, Zwick tested his moettle
aguinst soven or more of Ohio's best
high school programs last season,
including longtime powerhouses Lima
Senior, Cleveland St. Ignative and
Canton McKinley as well as bitter
rival Massillon Perry.

This is the kind of schedule a kid
needs to face to prepare to play quar-
terback in the Big Ten, and Zwick
largely succceded ngainst it.

Honestly, after Scott McMullen,
Craig Krenzel and Rick McFadden
took turns impressing practice
observers this spring, there may not
be an urgency for Zwick to come in and
start in 2002,

And, in making his commitment,
Zwick said oll the right things: He'd
take a redshirt year or compete for the
job, whichever Tressel chooses.

Even casual observers  were
impressed with the way Zwick han-
dled the hubbub surrounding his com-
mitment announcemont.

The next big event will be the OSU

summer camp. I would look for more
big developments coming out of the
eamp.

Also On My Mind

s I was hardly surprised when word
broke that Dave Kennedy had
resigned his lucrative post as OSU's
strength and conditioning coach,

Like Zwick's wverbal, it seemod
almost preordained that Kennedy's
presence at OSU was coming to an
end. I wouldn't say Trossel and his
stafl necessarily usurped Kennedy's
authority, but a number of sources
noted that the days when John Cooper
had given the noted strength coach
carte blanche to conduet workouts as
he saw fit were over.

In any field, it's hard to go on when
the sand shifts under your feet like
that.

I am not of the mind to jump on the
anti-Kennedy bandwagon now that
he's gone. In the final analysis, he was
good for OSU ns well as the players,
individually.

But Tressel clearly wanted to take
things in a new direction. It looks like
he is getting his wish,

* [t was sad to see the OSU base-
ball team's soason come to wuch an
unceremonious  end. Bob Todd's
Buckeyes worked hard to secure their
birthright, the Big Ten's regular-sca-
aon title.

Unfortunately, it seema that has
become the biggest hurdle this pro-
gram can clear. Untimely breaks
proved costly in both the Big Ten and
NCAA touranments, each of which the
Buckeyes hoated in the friendly con-
finea of Bill Davis Stadium,

We know Todd is probably the best
thing to ever happen to OSU bascball,
It's my hunch that he will be the man
who gets this program over the hump

“and on to Omaha.

* Finally, we are proud to announce
our new partnership with recruiting
expert Bill Kurelic as well as with
Allianco Sports, our new Internet
provider.

We are continuing a period of tran-
sition, but once everything is in place
we think this is going to be the best
Internet site for coverage of OSU ath-
leties and recruiting. In the meantime,
wo ank for your patience.

We will have more announcements
in the months ahead. For now, check
out the story on page 7 for more
dotunils,
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Continued From Page 6

bend and a goolpost toss. Nearly 20
Judges and 200 spoctators attended the
tryout.

Freshman Eric Sommor of Avon
Lake, Ohio, was selected as the assis-
tant drum major. He is the brother of
former drum major Scott Sommer.

Franklin County commissioners were
axpected to grant approval June 5 for
the long-awaited Lane Avenue bridge
project over the Olentangy River.

The $15.9 million bridge project will
stretch aver the next two yoars before its
projected completion in September
2003,

Planners have been careful to make
sure the old bridge will remain open for-
each home OSU football game over the
next two seasons, The only game that
might be affected could be the Aug. 30,
2003, date with Washington.

The new six-lane bridge, which will
replace a three-lane bridge built in 1919,
should be in place before students report
to class in September 2003,

Construction on the new bridge will
bogin in August with a new span just
south of the existing bridge. The old
bridge will be demolished after the Nov.
23, 2002, home football game with
Michigan.

But even then, pedestrinns will be
routed over the completed portion of tho
new bridge for football gamea or
Schottenstein Center events.

The bridge will be unique with 200-
foot tall columna and cable strands to
give the effect of o suspension bridge.

08U football fans who have parked
along the Lane Avenue corridor were
notified regarding parking changea for
the upcoming meason,
involving the St. John Arena northsidd
RV lot.

The Lane Avenue widening project
will take a number of spota from those
St. John lots, relegating some who have
parked there in the past into lots west of
the Olentangy River,

Miscellaneous Notes

* According to reports, OSU hockey
freshman R.J, Umberger had boen rated
08 high as fifth among skater prospects
by the NHL's Central Scouting Bureau
and was an almost certainty to be n
first-round pick in the league's entry
draft, set for June 23-24.

The 6-2, 200-pound Umberger took
break from his first OSU season to rep-
resent the U.S. in the World Junior
Championships in Moscow in December.

particularly

Many will remember J. Edward
Weaver as the Ohio State athletic
director who tried to calm down
Woody Hayes and forced Fred Taylor
Lo resign.

His friends, however, reeall an old-
school ndministrator who cared
deeply for people and OSU, and who
helped open the
gym doors for
women's athlet-
ica.

A strong prea-
ence as the O5U
AD in the 1970,
Weaver died at
University Med-
ical Center May
23 at the age of
90. He was admit--
tad to the hoapital
five days prior to
his death.

“He was very
unique; there was no one else like
him,” said longtime friend Dick
Smith, president of Buckeye Boosters,
“He had tremendous integrity. If he
believed in something, there was no
gray aren.”

“I think you would associate his
period as athletic director with the
coming of women's sports,” former
08U sports information director
Mary Homan said of Weaver, “It sort
of burst out. And he certainly did his
share as for as boosting women's
sports, Ohio State was known at the
time as being one of the leaders, not
just in the Big Ten but nationally, in
scholarahipa at that time, He really
believed in Title IX.”

Weaver served ‘as AD from 1970«
77, becoming just the third person to
hold that post since OSU joined the
Big Ten conference in 1913, L.W. St
John served ns OSU's first AD from
1912-47. Richard Larkins also had a
long reign from 1947-70,

Under Weaver, OSU brought on ita
first fomnle associate AD in Phyllia
Bailey and the realm of sporta pro-
grama grew from 18 to 30. Weaver
once called that growth the highlight
of his career,

A notive of Maryaville, Ohio,
Woeaver graduated from OSU in 1933,
Hao coached foothall for ane year at
Findlay College before entering into
the finance business.

He served in the counterintelli-

- gence corps during World War 11
before beginning his tenure at OSU in
1946, His posta there included work
for the alomni office and the athletic
ticket office, taking the latter job in

J. Edward
Weaver

athletic director was what he though
would be, being under fire all the time,”
Homann paid. *He was always kind of both-
ered by that, And when the criticism came,
and it does with that job, he tended to get
defensive and not want to talk about it.”

‘Fame. In fact, the Varsity
d the devel

Ex-OSU AD Weaver Dead At 90

1950 in place of retired ticket director H.
Wade Kraner,

“One of my favorite stories about Ed*
said OSU historian Joack Park, *was when
he was ticket direetor in the early ‘508, He
took some people to the old Jai Lai restau-
rant on North High Street for lunch and
when he came out his front windshield was
sonked. There was a message written in
soap, 'l can’t see from my seata either.’ 1
alwiays thought that was pretty funny,”

Even though that particular fan rec-
ognized Weaver's mode of transporta.
tion, Weaver kopt a fairly low profile,
even as AD,

Ho left the athletic department in
1953 to become an administrative aasis-
tant to OSU's vice preaident of busineas
and finance, That set up a term as asso-
cinte AD that began in 1058 and lasted
until he replaced Larking as AD in
Octgber 1970,

Weaver came into power at a time
when journalists began to document the

ups and downas of athletes in greater detail
and when Hayes was fuming with rogular-

ity.
“To be honest, I don't think the job of
t it

Weaver preferred the school's great stu-

dent-athlotes being in the spotlight, which

is one renson he was instrumental in
founding the Ohio State Athleties Hall of
“0" Association
t of the Hall of

Fame at Weaver's retirement banquet, As

fate would have it, Weaver himsell waa
inductad in 1983,

But football was never overshadowed in
the 1970s, During his eight-year tenure,

OSU won at least o share of soven Big Ten

titles nnd went to five Rose Bowls, four of

them in the era of Archie Griffin, who

bocame Lhe only person to win two Heisman

Trophies (1974, "75). Evén more than before,

foothall was king at Ohio State,
Weaver aversaw the installation of arti-
ficial turf and vinyl seat coverings in Ohio

Stadium, He also approved the addition of

a 10th and 11th game to the season ledger,
which helped him run his finances in the
black each year, with the excess going to
the school's general fund,

“Ed did a lot for the football program,”
Park said. *I'm nol suggesting it was at the
expense of something else, byt football
sure didn't lose anything under him.”

However, Weaver never cared for the
volatile behavior of Hayes., Ironically,
Weaver was replaced by Hugh Hindman,
who was known for having a calming effect
on Hayes while serving on Hayes' stafl,

ever since Taylor suggested that the admin-

with the Minnesota thing,” Weaver once
told The Columbus Dispatch, *1 would sus-

wae didn't do on that thing.”

Taylor by hiring little-known Eldon Miller
from Western Michigan. That reportedly
alienated former Buckeyes who were hop-
ing OSU would court a Taylor protege such
as Don DeVoe or Bob Knight.

pited four 20-win seasons and owned a 10-
yoar mark of 176-118 but never led OSU to
o Big Ten title. During that span, Knight
led Indiana to three league titles, an NIT
championship and an NCAA championahip,

moeet with Knight for an interview in 1976,
not long after Knight won his first NCAA
title and recorded the last undefeated sea-
son (32-0) in NCAA history. But the moet-
ing reportedly did not go well.

Now
Steinbrenner Lo sorve as n team vice proai-
dent, n role he kept until his death. His
miin job in that capacity was (o serve as a
public relations linison between the parent
Yankees and their Triple-A affiliate, the
Columbua Clippers.

created the post after conferring with
Columbus general manager George Sisler.
Steinbrenner attended Woaver's May 26
funeral at First Community Church in
Columbus.

of the board of the Clippers, eulogized
‘Weaver at the service.

Smith said. 1 talked mostly about his lega-
cy na athletic director and about all the
good qualities he had. He was the kind of

doing and he was genuinely interested.

They clapped like hell.*

More ironic, Hindman was the one who
fired Hayes at the end of the 1978 season,

Weaver, meanwhile, dealt with the
backlash of the ouster of Taylor, the Hall of
Fame conch who guided OSU to a national
title in 1960 and seven Dig Ten titles
between 1960-71.

The two were said to have been at odds

istration didn't react well enough to the

famous 1972 brawl at Minnesota.
“I would suspect our problems started

pect, but I don't know for sure. But there
was nothing that could be done with that
Weaver looked to replace the beloved

From 1976-77 to 1985-86, Miller com-

Logend has it that Weaver did secrotly

‘Weaver ns OSU AD in April
1977. He waa hired the following year by
York Yankees owner George

Steinbrenner, 0 good friend of Weaver,

Smith, who also serves as the president

“We had a packed house (at the chapel),”

person who would ask how your family was

“At the end 1 aaid, 'I know of no better
way to honor such a person than with n
standing round of applause,’ and they did.

Woeaver is survived by a brother, Tom,
whao lives in Delaware, Ohio,
= — Joff Rapp

With OSU, he had 14 goals and 23
nasists in 32 gamea deapite playing with
a broken jow.

Umberger repeatedly has said he
expects to return to OSU,

*The Ohio State coaches want me Lo
come back and play ngain,” he said, “"But
it will be tough if I get drafted high.”

* 05U will host an athletic training
workahop on campus June 24-28. Both
high school students interested in
attaining basic athletic training knowl-
edge and skills and those interested in
exploring athletic training as o career
are encournged to attend.

The workshop will consist of both lec-
ture and laboratory sessions, covering a
variety of athletic training topics.

Lahoratory sessions will emphasize
information in pertinent topics such as
prevention, recognition and evaluation
of athletie injuries; immediate first aid;
emergency response training; and meth-
ods of taping and wrapping the athlete,
Selected advanced lectures will be con-
ducted for the student with previous
workshop or clinical experience.

Resident tuition is $325 and includes
housing, meals, workshop manual, tap-
ing supplies and a camp T-shirt.
Commuter tuition is $260. For more
information, call (614) 292-1164, fax
requests to (614) 292.3268, or visit
the O8SU Camps web nsite ot
www.ohioatatebuckeyes.com.

* Former OSU receiver Terry Glenn

was arrested on an assault and battery
charge after a domestic dispute May 16
at his Walpole, Maas., home.

Glenn, now a member of the New
England Patriots, was reportedly
involved in an incident with a Columbus
woman who is the mother of his b-year-
old child.

His attorney, James Gould, said no
one was hit in the incident. Glenn was
released on $1,000 cash bail,

* Former OSU defensive end Brent
Johnson signed a free-agent contract
with the NFL's Jacksonvyille Jaguars,

* Former OSU running back Vince
Workman changed jobs with the NFLs
Groen Bay Packers. Poackers conch and
general manager Mike Sherman moved

6 *» BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN June 2001 -
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Tressel, Bollman Buoyed By Walter’s Showing

If a sixth-year senior could ever qual-
ify as o pleasant surprise, that would
probably describe the feeling after offen-
sive tackle Tyson Walter comploted
#pring practice with nd'ill effects.

Walter, OSU's starter ot lefl tackle
from 1997.99, missod lnst season ns he
suflered from a mysterious hip infection.
But he mode strides this spring toward
reclaiming that job, moving 2000 starter
Adrien Clarke to the opening ot right
tackle in the proceas.

“He did much more than we thought
he would,” OSU conch Jim Tressel said of
Walter's spring. “This winter, he kind of
oased into it. He would do some things
and then end up hurting himself.

' m .

“Hia injury wns one the dectors had
never seen before. They scoured the
country and found no evidence in football
of somebody who had come back from
this”

But that did not doter Walter, who
ended up being full-go for all 16 practice
seasions of the spring.

“The main school of thought when |
was coming back in February

and March was [ probably
wouldn't do much of anything in

the spring,” he said. “It was ono
of those deals where | came out
and snid, ‘Let’s see how it feols

SCHEDULE
2000

Date Dpponsnt Record  Time ™
Sepl. 8 AKRONG 66 1210 pm. ESPNPRs
Sept. 15 SAN DIEGOD STATE# 38 ThA oA
Sept. 22 at UCLA® 68 230 pm. ABC
Sept. 20 &t Indlana 34 TBA TBA
Oct. &  MORTHWESTERN® B4 T:456pm, ESPN -
Oect. 13 WISCONSIN& 94 230 pm. ABC
Oct. 27 ot Penn State &7 TRA THA
Wow. 3 at Minnssota® 668 TRA TaA
Heow 10 PURDUE* 84  TBA TRA
How 17  ILLINOIS B8 THA THA
Wow. 24 at Michigan* 83 apm ABC

*Bowl team

@-Alumnl Band Day

#05U Athletic Hall Of Fame Day

and go from there.

“I pushed it and sometimes 1
didn't tell the trainers | was
going to do drills and they didn't
see me until 1 was already doing
them, We had o few discussions
that they should probably be
informed before [ do that,

“I've pushed it a little bit and
maybe somotimes more than |
should have. But it's held up
well and I've made some

Treasel spent some time with

OHIO STATE

SEASON AND INDIVIDUAL

GAME TICKETS
OVER 200 LOCATIONS AVAILABLE

FREE SEASON FOOTBALL PARKING WITH
PURCHASE OF ANY SEASON FOOTBALL
TICKETS PURCHASED BEFORE 9/1/2001

’f

A founding member of the ITBA
Independent Ticket Broker Association

DELUXE TICKET SERVICE

YOUR COLLEGE & PROFESSIONAL
ATHLETIC EVENT SPECIALIST
(614) 299-9484
OR TOLL FREE AT
1-866-4-2-SEATS
364 W. LANE AND., SUITE 1120
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43201
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BACK IN THE SADDLE — After
missing the 2000 secason, Tyson
Walter was back at left tackle
for the Buckeyes in the spring.

Walter prior to spring practice, dia-
cusaing the tackle's ongoing lawsuit with
teammate LoCharles Bentley stemniing
from an alleged nsaault last February.
Dut talk about the lawsuit subsided na
Walter showed he was serious about
playing for the Buckeyes this season.

“My thing to Tyson was just for him to
be honest,” Tressel said. “I told him he
didn’t noed to be a hero and try to prove
he was a great guy because he wanted to
be out there.

*But he did ahow me and ho showed
this team he is very interested in being a
part of it.”

Offensive coordinator Jim Bollman,
who doubles as the line coach, was glad
to see Walter establish himself,

“It's been a pleasant surprise,”
Baollman said, “Every day, he keeps got-
ting better. 1 don't know that our medical
people — and certainly not mysell — had
any idea how he would respond. It's real-

‘ly been OK. Honestly, more than OK.

“You can see he's played a little bit,
but he's doing every single thing 've ever
talked to him about or taught him. There
has not been a single thing I've nsked
him to do that he hasn't attempted to
master.”

Walter spent the spring trying to hold
off an array of athletic OSU ends, includ-
ing Tim Cheatwood, Kenny Peterson,
Darrion Scott and Will Smith. As the
spring wore on and he became more com-
fortable, Walter held his own in those
battles.

“Even in the Big Ten, you sometimes
just see big guys ot end who are plod-
ders,” Walter said. “These guya are speed
rushers, They really help you get better.”

But Walter admitted that he is not
back to full strength yet.,

“I'm nowhere clode to 100 percent,” he
said, “I'm probably about 70 percent. 1
#aid that earlier in the spring, but I don't

. think I realized how down I really was,

When | first started out, 1 was probably
45 or 00 percent.,

*“The biggest thing 1 notice now is
burst. I'm nowhere clode to where that
was. Hopelully this time we're going
into, the summer, will help with that.”

Bollman notea that Walter's expori-
ence is u plus. If he can build his

strength in time for the fall, he could be
a solid contributor.

“If he goes on and has a good summer
and picks up from where he left off, he
should be in good shape and ready to go,”
Bollman said.

Bollman On QB Battle

The story line that would not die at
the end of spring practice was the battle
at guarterback, where incumbent starter
Steve Bellisari appeared to hold off
sophomores Scott MeMullen and Craig
Krenzel and redshirt freshman Rick
MeFadden heading into the summaer,

Newspapers teemed with headlines
about the gquarterback battle after the
spring game, but Bollman said the stafl
never intended to bus home from the
Scarlet "and Gray Game at Columbus
Crew Stadium with o clearcut first-
team quarterback in mind,

“That was not a plan or necessity that
we had to come out of the spring making
sure everything was finalized,” Bollman
said. “I don't feel any big concern about
that” =~ _

Rather, Bollman walked away from
the scrimmage pleased with the entire

group.

“I think all four guys definitely con-
tributed,” he said. “I think throughout
the spring Steve Bellisari has consistent-
ly showed us his toughness, We're trying
to put him in some different situntions
whiere ho has certain decision-making on
diflferent kinda of throws and can be on
the move and that kind of stull,

“And the other guys have continued to
come along, I think, too.”

Also pleased with what he saw up
front, Bollman said the pregame plan to
throw the ball with regularity — the two
teama combined for 67 passes out of 89
plays in the final scrimmage — also
could serve the offensive line down the
road.

“Weo want to keep working the quar-
terbacks, and as I've been saying, the
suceess of our passing game is going to
be a huge factor in how we can run the
ball,” said the coordinator. “If we can't
threaten some people and get some
safeties out of the box, its always hard to
run the ball. 1 haven't figured out yet
how to teach my linemen to block two

fguys at once.”
Coliege Previews

Rampant

A number of notional Internet sites
and magazines are beginning to publish
previews on the upcoming season. Here
is a sampling of what some of these sites
and magagzines are saying about the
Buckeyes,

# Collegefootballnews.com —
CFN.com projects OSU as having o 74
record and tying for third in the Big Ten
at 5-3. Michigan, projectod at 9-2 overall
and 7-1 in Big Ten play, is picked to win
the league.

“The talent is still here and with new
head coach Jim Tressel, theyll have a
new attitude,” CFN.com wrote of the
Buckoyes, “There aren't any real woeak-
nesses on this team, but the offense
could use some punch. The defense could
be amazing with an awesome back seven
if the corners come around.”

This site listsa Bentley as OSU' top
offensive player, saying he is “a gerious
Outland and Lombardi Award candidate
with great size and durability”

8 + BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN June 2001



It also lists strong safety Mike Doss
ad the team's best defensive player, say-
ing he is "a devastating hitter who'll be a
finalist for the Jim Thorpe Award.”

“The season will be n success if they
beat Michigan,” CFN com wrote. “Treasal
will be givan u one-year pass, but they
have to go into Ann Arbor and establish
right away that he can, unlike John
Cooper, beat Big Blue on a regular basis,

“Otherwise, the schedule in pretty
ecasy getling Wisconsin, Northwestern
and Purdue ot home and missing
Michigan State. A win over the
Wolverines would put o new apin on the
rivalry.”

As for final thoughts, CFN.com wrote,
“We say this for every Big Ten team, but
there really isn't one tenm that stands
out this year and the title is for the tak-
ing. An early rond game ot UCLA is a
serious test, but the conference road
slate, at Indiana, Penn State, Minnesota
and Michigan, is manageable.

“Don’t be surprised if they're gight in
the hunt for the Big Ten title, then have
their hopes dashed in Ann Arbor”

CFN.com list OSU 34th nationally.
Texan is the pick for No. 1, Others of
note: UCLA (8), Michigan State (14),

Purdue (16), Michigan (17) and
Northweatern (20).
*The 8| ng News — TSN Tom

Dienhart left OSU out of his early top 25,
picking Texas No. 1 to go with
Northwaestern (13), Michigun (17) and
Purdue (26).

“Ohio State will have one of the best
defenses in the Big Ten,” Dienhart wrote,
“Yes, the unit needs Lo develop two cor-
nerbacks, but safeties Mike Doss wund
Donnie Nickey along with linebackers
Matt Wilhelm and Joe Cooper are stel-
"

TSN's Big Ten correspondent, Jemele
Hill of the Detroit Free Preas, offered a
segment on what to look for in 2001:

“In addition to their conch, the
Buckeyes said goodbye to 23 seniors. But
someo gems discovered last season should
make some of the losses bearable. But
there will be uestions about the wide
receiving unit and an offensive line that
loses four (actually three) starters.

“Among the bright spots will be ot

tailback since Jonathan Wells will be
healthy nnd capable of earrying the load
wlone.” .

* ESPN.com — ESPN rescarcher
Brad Edwards penned the following:

“What's New?: [U's always tough to
succeed on the heels of success, but at
least for now, new head coach Jim
Treasel has the full support of the
Buckeye family. He has emphasized hard
work and teamwork, which might have
been somewhat lacking in recent seasons
on o roater full of top-level talent,

“Offensively, he used o wide range of
looks in the spring to see what his per-
sonnel could do. In the fall, we'll see
what he found, .

“Battling 1t Out: The tailback race is
tight between senior Jonathan Wells and
sophomore Sam Maldonndo, Wells has
the advantage in game experience, hav-
ing started three times last year. Both
are powerful manners with enough speed
to get outside, and both showed signifi-
cant improvement in the spring.

“Eye Catcher (Will Smith): The
provious conching stafl’ had high hopes
for Smith, and now the new stafl knows
why. After seeing action as a true fresh-
man, he had an impressive spring and is
likely to take over the right defensive
end spot, He haa good size and strength
and is very quick on his feet,

“Budding Star (Adrien Clarke):
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Clarke broke into the lineup in the third  Michigan (25). y ESPN with a 7:45 p.m. start.

game of his redshirt freshman season
last yoar and was the Buckeyes' starting
left tackle the rest of the way.

“Now that Tyson Walter is back
from his season-ending injury, Clarke
might move to the right side, but he
will definitely have a place in the start-
ing lineup. He is an excellent poss
blocker with hia good agility and great
size (6-4, 340).°

In a separate story, ESPN.com con-
tributor David Albright got a small dig in
at the Buckeyes when he digcussed
Northwestern's schedule for the upeom.
ing season,

“Northwestern catches o bit of a
break on the acheduling front as it loses
Michigan and Wisconsin from ita Big Ten
achedule and replaces them with Ohio
State and Penn State,” Albright wrote,

* CBS SportsLine.com — Sénior
writer Dennis Dodd issued his Big Ten
overview recently, Of OSU, he wrote:

“The Buckeyes finished one game out
of the three-téam jumble at the top of the
conference. They also won at least eight
games in nine of the last 10 seasons.

© “That was enough for Ohio State to
fire John Cooper. As outlandish aa it
looked them, it's looking like a wise deci-
sion, The whole program seems
refreahed by now conch Jim Tressel.

“The league has been warned. The
Buckeyes were never far from the tep
under Cooper, but seemed to lock that
certain something — an emphasis on
beating Michigan. Tressel is counting the
days until the teams next meet,

“Ireasel is known as somowhat of a
quarterback guru, He'll pull off & coup il
he can got more out of inconsistent Stove
Bellisari

Dodd adds his reason why they can
win it: “It's Ohio State. They're used to
it”

+ PigskinPost.com — National
columnist Darrin  Donnelly  lists
Oklahomn as his early No. 1 pick. Others
of note; Northwestern (14), Michigan
(16), UCLA (23) and Ohio State (24).

Or 08U, he wrote, "A new coach and a
new attitude for Ohio Stato this year,
They could really surprise some folks in
2001, but I give them a moderate start
for now.”

¢ Football Digest — Joe Donatelli
penned the 2001 college preview for this
venerable monthly, ranking Oklahoma
No. 1. Others of note: Northwestern (11),
Ohio  State (15), UCLA (18) and

Of 08U, he wrote, “First-year couc
Jim Treasel couldn't ask for a better start
to his Buckeyes carcer, Six startors
return on each side of the ball, the roster
in loaded with John Cooper's recruiting
gema and the Big Ten is down. !

“If OSU can get consistent production
from quarterback Steve Bellisari (if he
winds up the starter, that is), the
Buckeyes just might have something.”

TV Times Seot For 5 Games

In mid-May, OSU and the Big Ten
announced starting times and TV
assignments for five of OSU'% 11 regular-
soason gumes for 2001, |

As outlined in the May 12 edition of
BSH, ABC will televise the Nov, 24 sea.
son finalo at Michigan with a 1 p.m.
starting time, That is a departure from
the last two decades, as the OSU-
Michigan game has typically begun in
the noon hour,

Another major departure this season’

will be the first-ever Big Ten night game
at Ohio Stadium as the Buckeyes host
defending co-champion Northwestern
Oct. 6. That game will be televised by

As part of the 10-year contract exten-
sion signed betwoen the Big Ten, ABC
and ESPN in 1997, bne or more confer-
oneo gumes year have been moved
to nighttime settings.

OSU is 40 in night games at the
Horseahoe with wins over Pittsburgh in
1945, Washington in 93, Wyoming in "97
and UCLA in "99.

The Sept. 8 season opener with Akron
will be televised by ESPN-Plus on
regional syndication with n 12:10 pm.
start. The Sept. 22 game at UCLA and
the Oet. 13 game with Wisconsin will
each bo tolevised at least regionally by
ABC with 3:30 p.m. start times.

It seems likely that OSU's games at
Penn State (Oct. 27) and Minnesola
(Nov, 3) and home dates with Purdue
(Nov, 10) and Illinois (Nov. 17) would be
attractive TV games for either ABC or

All 11 O5U games should be tele-
vised. Start times and TV assignments
for the remaining September games —
Sept. 16 with San Diego State and Sept,
29 ot Indiana = should be announced by
oarly July,
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COVER STORY: RENNEDY RESIGNS

Tressel Wants To Find
A Replacement Soon

Continued From Page 1

Other than the OSU release,
Kennedy has not been available for com-
ment on his resignation.

*“I made this decision a while ago but
chose to stay until this time to ensure as
smooth n transition as possible while the
team began preparation for the upeom-
ing season,” Kennedy anid in the releaso.

By all nccounts, Treasel has taken a
more hands-on approach to everything
involved with the OSU program, includ-
ing the ofl-season conditioning program.

But he admitted that he was caught
ofl guard by Kennedy's reaignation, espe-
cially since the eritical summer condi-
tioning period begins in June.

“I had o pretty busy schedule planned
out for the month of May with alumni
club meetings nnd recruiting responsibil-
ities,” Tressel told BSB. “Then this hap-
pened and it suddenly became a priority
as well.”

When asked what the timeline waa to
hire a new strength coach, Tressel aaid,
“Fast. We are subject to the regular uni-
veorsity procedures on hiring, but we're
building a case to do this as quickly as
we can. We have a solid list of people
we're looking ot and the reality is any
position at Ohio State will have tremen-
dous interest.

“I would like to have someone here
and in place by mid<June. We'd like to
have somebody here in' time for our
youth camp. The strength and conditions
ing training are a big part of the camp
and there is also the safety factor when
you have young players using your facil-
itiea.”

But just because there is some
urgency, Tressel is in.no hurry to hire
Just anybody.

“I look at that job as being on par with
o coordinator's job, like our offensive,
defensive and special teams coordina-
tors,” he said. “I've been making o8 many
as 20 phone calls o day, talking to people
about our various candidates.”

A Hard-Earned Reputation

Cooper brought Kennedy to OSU in
June 1989 from Nebraska, where he
served os the nssistant strength conch at
his alma mater,

Kennedy soon built o reputation as
one of the nation’s most innovative
strength and conditioning gurus, He also
bocame o confidante for o number of
08U players,

As tho years passed, a number of for
mer Buckoyes — most notably Joey
Galloway, Eddie George, Robert Smith
and Chris Spielman — put their NFL
careers in Kennedy's handa by spending
much of their ofl-season lime with him
at the WHAC. .

“The thing 1 think people need to
understand is that Coach Kennedy takes
a lot of pride in the fact that there is
more Lo his program than just building
your bench, your squat and lowering
your 40 time,” said former OSU quarter-
back Kirk Herbstreit, who remained
elose with Kennedy after his playing
days,
“It also involved nutrition and the
conditioning factor. Whatever it was, he
raised the bar every year. He'd say, "We
did this last year, so this yoar we're going
to do this.

“He also helped players with their
mental approach to the game and how
they dealt with things in their personal
lives. The players went to him for coun-
seling. He was with the players all year.”

At Cooper’s behest, OSU twice uppoed
the ante to keep Kennedy in Columbus,
The University of Florida came calling
severnl years ago, while coach Bill
Belichick and the NFL's New England
Patriots made a serious bid for
Kennedy's services n year ago,

Kennedy's new deal covered five years
with five ensily attainable one-year
extensions tacked on. He made $1:20,000
in the first year of the deal and was due
$10,000 raises each year for the life of

- the contract. Hod he stayed at OSU

through 2009, Kennedy would have been
in line to make ad much as $210,000,

The deal also protected Kennedy in
case of a coaching change. Under the
contract, Kennedy was Lo report directly
to athletic director Andy Geiger and was
to “confer” with the head coach on all
ndministrative and technical matters,

If & new conch wanted to make a
change, Kennedy would have been in
line for a new assignment in the athletic
department. Had he refused that assign-
maent, he would have received two years
of severance pay to find a new job.

Instend, Kennedy simply walked
away from OSU and left all of that
money on Lthe table,

“Dave hns boen an integral part of the
program the last 12 years and we wish
him the very best,” Geiger said in the
08U release. *He is a terrific strength
coach and a sensational person.”

Handwriting On The Wall
Upon his hiring on Jan. 18, Tressel
admitted that he had sent his strength

coach from Youngstown State to obtain
ideas from Kennedy. He said he waa
interoated in secing Kennedy “work his
magic” with OSU's returning players.

But it became apparent very quickly
that Tressel was shaking up every aspect
of the program, including the strength
and conditioning program.

The new coach had been on the job
juat over three weeks when he fired the
first public salvo, saying nt a high school
conches clinic that he'd like to see a pro-
vision on acceas to the WHAC weight
room for former players: They would
either need to have a degree or be pursu-
ing one to work out alongside the current
players.

That seemed to bo contrary to the
open-door policy Kennedy had been
allowed to have under the Cooper
regime. g

Then Tressel and his assistants — in
an effort to get acquainted with their
players — conducted three weeks' worth
of early-morning conditioning workouts
at the end of winter quarter. Some saw
the move as an intrusion on Kennedy's
turf.

“Over the course of time under Coach
Cooper, (Kennedy) grew into o role as o
guy who was always there,” Herbatreit
aaid, “I think he grew aecustomed to the
freedom Coach Cooper had granted him.

“Coach Treasel came in and was more
hands-on. He maybe wanted some of the
responsibilities Coach Kennedy had.
Mayhbe that had a hand in this decision.”

Closo observers of the program also
noted that in o number of interviews on
the subject, Tressol always stopped
short of endorsing Kennedy's long-term
status with the football program.

“I kind of thought something like this
might happen when Coach Tressol was
hired,” Herbstreit said, *The one thing [
noticed from afar was whenever he
broke down the stafl he always seemed
to mention that Tim Spencer, Jim
Heacock and Bill Conley would be stick-
ing around,

“But when Coach Kennedy's name
came up, he said he was monitoring

things to see what (Kennedy) was
doing. .

“Well, (Kennedy's) reputation speaks
for itsellf, He's regarded ns one of the
beat strongth conches in the country.”

Herbstreit said a sector of former
players may feel alienated by the pro-
gram after what thoy perceive as shoddy
treatment of Kennedy.

“With the whole NFL aspect and the
fratornity he built, it will be intercating
to see what happens and whether those
players will continue to support the pro-
gram. I know a lot of them are pretty
upsct right now,” he said.

“But the program is bigxo:z.:hnn any
individual and I know Treasel
would love to have all of those guys con-
tinue to come in there.”

Tressel defused the notion of a rift
between him and Kennedy.

“I was a little bit surprised until I lis-
tened to Dave's thoughts,” Tressel said.
“This is a whole different change for
him, and I don't necessarily think a neg-
ative-one, | think it became an appropri-
nte time for him.”

Moving Forward

Kennedy's future remained up in the
nir.

He did not seem to be in a hurry to
latch on with & college or NFL team in
time for the upcoming season. He may,
in fact, take this season off to asscas his
oplions,

Kennedy could then have hia choice
of opportunities at season’s end. Or he
could opt to open his own service for pro
players. and college standouts prepping
for the draft.

_As for Ohio State, Kennedy's assis-
tant Dave Langworthy (see sidebar) was
working to finish the spring quarter
waoightlifting program,

And Tressel was trying to find a suit-
able succeasor,

“In anything you do, you're disap-
pointed when change occurs,” Tressel
snid. “But 1 see this as a situation where
we can moke something positive hap-

pen.

Since Kennedy's departure, his former
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they are really entertaining the idea of me as the new
whather l...nm!uu o candidate W reploce

a lot of time whh him,” Tressel sold. “I've probably
with him than anybady else on our stoff the last few

workng hand to Intniow strength coach can

Langworthy, Mannie Among Possible Choices

As BSB was going to pioss June 5, there had been no announce-
ment on @ possible successor 1o OSU strength and conditioning coach
Dave Wannedy, who resigned May 12. However, 8 source close to the
situation sald he expected 8 new coach to be hired by June 10.

Miaml, Langworlly camed
frofn indlans in 1683 and in ewroise sclence from
1088, He served tvee yeirs a8 an ossistant stength conch at FSU.
Trassel hos interviewod ol loast one other
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Talented Duo Duels At Defensive Tackle

Anderson Makes Bid To
Follow Pickett As Starter

Thompson Puts Past
Setbacks Behind Him
During Big Spring

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeye Sports Hullelin BEditor

After all the starts and stops in his
OSU football earcer, defensive tackle
David Thompson was hard to get
stopped during spring football,

The 66, 280-pound Thompson
made sure the conching stafl would go
into the long, hot summoer with a good
improssion of him by notching a com-
bined five sacks in the team's last two
serimmngoes,

Thoso two scrimmages were a fit-
ting end to a apring that saw
Thompson finally put himsell inte
position for playing time after o star-
croased three years at Ohio State.

Jim Heacock, Thompson's position
coach on the defensive line, definitely
took notice.

“He's just active,” Heacock said. .

“It's mainly effort. He's giving great
effort, n good second effort sometimes.
He's got his motor running, trying to
do what we want him to do. He's play-
ing low and using his hands, He's tak-
ing coaching and trying to.get better.”

Thompson had a nice spring show-
ing o year ago, But the Pateraon, N.J.,
product was then sidetracked by aca-
demic problems that cost him his
sophomaore season,

“T'his has boeen on my mind for a
vory long time,”
“Unfortunately, I wasn't able to com-
pote last senson. But 1 took care of all
my business off the field and got
everything squared away. I'm ready to
play football right now.”

According to Thompson, just one
poor grade in one class cost him: a
chance to play last season.

“l was only off by that much”
Thompson said, holding two fingers
close together, “It's a long story. It was
a miscommunication between me and
one of my professors, There wak noth-
ing else I could do about it, I tried my
beat to (be eligible), but 1 let that stop
me.

“I came back (winter) quarter and
hit the books really hard and did very
good. Now I'm back.”

Without the daily grind of football
practice last fall, Thompson said he
buckled down on his academics and
worked hard on his own to stay in
ahapo,

“I was out here at the weight room,
doing everything I had to do to atay in__
shape and got back,” Thompson said.”™
“I knew | had to prepare mysell for
winter condilioning.

“When winter conditioning started,
I knew that was my time and 1 had to
got it done.”

Thompson was recruited to OSU in
1998 but redshirted that season. He
then played only sparingly in five
games as a rodshirt freshman. He was
primed to back up starting tackle
Ryan Pickett last year before his
grade problems cropped up.

But where Thompson could have
fallen through the cracks, he sarned
reapect for sticking with the program,

Thompaon snid,”

SERVING NOTICE — After los-
ing last season to academic
woes, defensive tackle David
Thompson, chatting here with
assistant coach Jim Heacock,
posted a strong spring.

paying his own way and regaining his
eligibility.

“He was out last year with ncadem-
ic problems,” Heacock said. “He
fought through those things and paid
his own way. He's had some adversity.
1 think he learned a valuable lesson.
He's working really hard.

“The nice thing about David is he's
gotten a littlo bit better each day, He's
waorked his way into a place where we
think he is close to being ready to play
for ua.”

Back in the fold, Thompaon took
advantage of the chance to make his
mark this spring.

“This ia my beat spring so far, but |
think I was really competing hard last
summer and in fall camp,” Thompson
said. *I was getting ready for the sea-
son. Unfortunately, 1 didn't get to
play.

*I think 1 really competed well this
spring to try and got a starting posi-
tion and help the team.”

As apring practice
appeared that sophomore Tim
Anderson had nosed out Thompson
for the starting nod at tackle along-
side three-year starter Mike Colling,
That decision could be due, more than
anything, to the fact thot the conches
know Thompson must continue to pro-
duce in the elassroom to maintain his
eligibility for the fall,

“I think those guys are real close
right now,” Hencock snid, “Mike
(Collins) in probably a little hit ahead
of them, But those two guys are real-
Iy competing. David is atill a little
behind, but he's making progress,

“David just needs to have a groat
off-senson and work hard ‘on hia con-
ditioning.”

Thompson said the competition
with Anderson makea him work even
harder,

“If I see him stopping his game up,
I know 1 have to compete harder and
step my game up,” he said, “That
competition, I think, is helping both of
us, The better the defonse, the better
the team as a whole.”

By RICH LEONARDO
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Staff Writer

ended, it’

The adage that every time o door
closes for one person it opens for anoth-
er appears to hold true, eapecially
where the defensive line of the Ohio
State Buckeyes is concerned.

When stalwart defensive tackle Ryan
Pickett opted to leave the Buckeyes
early for the fame and fortune of the
NFL, he left what appeared to be a
major void for the team to fill.

By the conclusion of apring practice,
though, sophomore Tim Anderson had
stepped forward in an effort to fill
Pickett’s shoes and the vacancy on the
dofensive line.

“When Ryan declared for the NFL
draft, 1 knew that I'd have an opportu-
nity to really show what I could do*
Anderson said, “In the past, with Ryan
and Mike (Collins) in there, it was
tough to get a lot of playing time and
consequently gain much experienco
because both those guys are such great
players.”

As improasive as Pickett and Collins
have been, Anderson’s pedigree is
equally solid. Anderson came to Ohio
State following a stellar prep career at
Clyde (Ohio) High School, where as o
senior he recorded 59 tackles and seven
sncks, He was honored as o first-team
all-state  selection, a USA Today
Honorable Mention All-American and
one of the top 100 prospects in the
nation by The National Recruiting
Advisor.

“Tim’s a tough competitor and when
you put him in a competitive situation,
he usually stepa up his performance
and really comes through strong,” OSU
defensive line conch Jim Heacock said.
“We have a lot of good battlea going on
within the defensive line and Tim has
done more than hold his own.”

For the 6-3, 289-pound Andersop,
battling for n starting position is some-
thing he both understands and is more
than ready to participate in.

“While Ryan going on to the NFL def-
initely opened the door for me, it didn't
puarantee me o thing,” said
Anderson, who appeared to edge out
David Thompson for the starting nod
by the end of spring practice. I still
have to go out and battle hard every
day because wo have a lot of talented
players on this team who are all very
capable and ready to make the most
of nny chance they might get.”

Prior to this spring, Anderson's
chancea to play were somewhat fow
and far between. Last season while
seeing  limited  playing  time,
Andoerson totaled aix tackles and two
sacks.

The drastic difference between
Anderson's performance last season
and his efforts this spring is n testa.
ment to his hard work and dedica-
tion,

“Sinee the end of last season, I've
done a lot of work on my own to bet-
ter prepare mysell for this year,”

VOID FILLED? —
defensive tackle Tim Anderson is
hoping to take over for the depart-
ed Ryan Pickett.

Anderson said. “I've lifted diligently,
I've worked on my hand and foot speed
and just overall worked incredibly hard,
1 have mo problem with doing that
because that's what it takea to be suc-
ceasful at this level,”

Anderson's nose-to-the-grindstone
work ethic certainly has not gone unno-
ticed by his coaches.

“Tim ia so much better now than he
was o year ago that it doesn't surprise
me that he's running with the starters
right now,” Heacock said. “Tim's a self-
made man and what I mean by that is
that the effort he gives every day is
relentless.

“Tim Anderson has improved 100
percent and he'd be playing some this
yenr whether Ryan Pickett had left or
not. Tim's in there because he's earned
the playing time, not due to default.”

Under new coach Jim Tressel's
regime, players who earn their playing
time appear to be the rule rather than
the exception,

“Under Conch Tressel there's no
place for anyone who thinks thoy're
going to go half-speed at anything at
anytime,” Anderson said, “A lot of our
practices include live scrimmagoes,
which is really a lot of fun but can also
expose someone's weakness or shine n
light on a player looking to break out of
the pack.”

To say that Anderson had a breakout
spring would be quite the understate-
ment, The team began spring practice
not knowing how they would replace
Pickett and ended it with the defensive
tackle position being one of the
strengtha of the defense.

“Things went pretty well this
spring,” Anderson said. *1 worked very
hard in practice and while 1 did accom-
plish soma good things, I still have a lot
of room for improvement,”

As Anderson improves, it would seem
that so, too, will the entire Buckeye
defensive unit.

“We are striving to be the top defense
in  the country,” Anderson said.

- “Hopefully we can come together as o

unit, work hard and have some fun.”

Sophomnrn
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By DARRELL DAWSON
Buckaye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Though parts of the Ohio Stadium reno-
vation project were still able to be worked
on in late May despite the seemingly con-
stant downpours in the Columbus area,
Mike Dolan expreased the pame sentiment
us Juck Nicklaus and Big Ten baseball
coaches have recently: Enough's enough
with the wet stufl.

“It's mot a game stopper in terms of get-
ting the project completed,” anid Dolan, the

istant athlotie di for facilitios, “but
it has hampered somo of the outside con-
crete work and outside coating on decks.

“But wa're still within the scope of time
for completion.”

With just over two months to go until
the beginning of the 2001 football season,
there i still plenty to be done with the
imposing now preas box/suite level on the
Horseshoe's west mide.

“The level of suites are under constroc
tion and we're working on the interior of
the press box itself,” Dolan said. "At this
moament, we want to get the roof on so we
can got it weather-tight so we can finish it
for this season.

*We're just waiting for the right condi-
tions. It's a big building, so we'd like to have
one-third of it weather-tight by June 15,
then by the middle of July 100 percent so it
ean be completed.”

Aside from that large structure, a glance
at the new elub level of svats is sure to be
striking bocawse it's totally different from
anything seen inside the stadium before.

"HEY, TRIBE FANS

Originally Published: May 2001

Despite Rain, Stadium Project Still On Course

Also on the west side, the club section
will consist of about 2,600 vibrant red chair
seats — belioved to be a first for the "Shoe.
That premium aren of seating will stretch
between the 35-yard lines,

“It's its own element; its a block of mas-
mive red,” Dolan said. “It's very strong, but
it's such o boautiful red, it looks neat.”

Perhapa loas glamorously, work has also

been done on the bowls conerete itselll, The
decka have boen checked out for any major

problems and were repaired and restored.

All that's left to be done is the coating,
which waas alowed by rain. Then the instal-
lation of the new bench seats — which has
already begun in some areas — will be com-
pleted.

On June 1, stadium project personnel
were busy “sounding” the concrete that
miakes up the beloved morth archway.
Anything that is not solid will be removed
and replaced.

“What I'm saying at the moment is it'h
not extreme, but there are areas that need
to be nddressed,” Dolan said, *They're being
taken care of” y

Much like last summer around this
time, when the east-side phase of the pro-

CJect was in full force, the west-gide con-

courses are being tended to so that every-
one has somowhere to walk during half-
timos this fall. In addition to restrooma and
concession areas on each level, work on the
Adevel ticket office and Belevel stadium
club i also going on.

Completion of the B-Deck hoxury boxes,
also along the weat side, is within sight.
The drywall has been finished and the
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Preotos by DARRELL DAWSON

COMING ALONG — A look at Ohio Stadium at the beginning of
June shows the progress made with the lengthy renovation
process. Above, work is still being done on the press box and
suites, as well as on concrete restoration. Below is an exterior look

at the southwest corner of the Horseshoe.

woodwork has been installed. All
that's left is about 20 percent of the
work, such as putting fixtures in
the ceiling and other comparutively
minor tasks.

The landscape outside the stadi-
um i beginning to take shape, Tree
planters, on wi lo ean it
and relax for n will all
around the com o8 I‘liol-hl
commamorative that corpo-
rations and individuals sponsor for
placement along the stadium.

Dolan said some of the H-by-8-
inch bricka available to the public
alroady have been engraved and
put in along the east side, na have
some of the more expensive 12-by-
12 alaba, Somatime during the first
woek of June, the big-ticket 24-by-
24 blocks of granite are scheduled
to be placed up front by the rotun-

da.

“Iho color of the brick and the
groan of the trecs makes it subtle,”
Dalan said. “Its a very comfortable
area to be in.”

Bricks are still available. The
consumer-level 8-hy-8a ($500 each)
and 4-by-8s ($150 each) are cur-
rently available by ealling (866) 4-
A-BRICK. The money raised will go
to support OSU student-athlete
programs. The amount spent on bricks is
fully tax-deductiblo.

On the 8-by-8 bricks, purchasers are
allowed #ix lines of 16 characters (including
spaces), while 4-by-8 bricks are cut to three
lines of 16 characters. You can also buy
replicas of either size for $60 each to put in
your den, bathroom or car.

* Another interesting development
regarding the stadium's internal nesthetics
eame about as BSH went to press.

Tom Hof, OSU associate athletic diree-
tor for development, told BSB that
Motorists Insurance will pay $2 million to
caver three 13-by-20-foot  rectangular
piccos of stained glass art that will be
placed inside the north rotunda.

The center panel will feature a Block-O
and the two others will portray offensive
and defensive plays. They are being
designed by an agency out of Powell, Ohio,
and should be comploted in time for kickofl,
The artwork, when illuminated, will be vis-

. ible from St. John Arena.

“Originally in the stadium, those
(spaces) held some regular glass,” Hof said.
“But no one really knows how long ago that
glass wan taken out.

“T'hey’re (going to be) very striking, real-
Iy n dream piece of art.”

* While salea are going strong, the
installation of the club seats themselves

uced an extra 160 seata that are now
available. Hof said there are between 400
and 500 remaining, as of June 4.

“We've had a great deal of interest and
inquiries based on ada that we've run in the
Dispateh and the (Cleveland) Plain Dealer
and a lot of the interest came from outside
of eentral Ohio,” Hof said. “Itiat’s what we
oxpected  because people outside of
Caolumbua aren't an aware of the program.”

Club seat inquiries may b directed to
Bill Jones, the diroctor of club services, at
(614) 6RE-HB4Z.
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COVER STORY: ZWICK COMMITS 10 OSU

Zwick Keeps Open Mind On P0551b1e Redshirt

Continued From Page 1

mdwlnlmummmmilum
kend and set things up for today”

16). All of these players are expected to
sign lottors of intent for OSU in February
2002,
A numbor of schools had offered Zwick a
scholarship, including Michigan™ State,
. Kentucky, Pitisburgh, lowa, Northwestern,
Hoston  College, Miami (Fla), LSU,
Tennessoe, Wake Forest, Texas and
Southern Californin. But ultimately the

decision came down to the Big Ten's two

greatest rivals, Ohio State and Michigan,
HBut Tressel, who conched Zwick’s broth-

er, Jarod, al Youngstown State, always.

seemad o have the tramp card,

“Ihey both have everything 1 was look-
ing for, but it just came down to the fact 1 felt
more comfortable at Ohio State,” Zwick
gaid. “1 know the eoaching stafl a little bet-

ter, | think, with Jared playing for Coach * ing
Treasel

“I roally didn't have o chance to get down
to those other schools that 1 had, but, you
know, [ feel comfortablo with what I'm going
to do right now. I didn't foel the noed to visit
those other schools.”

The Decision Process

Zwick was o flixture at OSU's spring
practice sessions, attending scrimmages on
the finhl two Saturdays in April. He also
made more than one trip to Michigan.

But instend of waiting until after making
visits for the June football camps, he decid-
od to get the decision out of the way in late
May. ’

*I mat down to talk with my family and
(Massillon conch Rick) Shepas nnd over the
woekend wo kind of made it final that Ohio
State was the place for me,” Zwick naid.

According to Jared Zwick, who
quarterback and roceiver under nt
YSU from 1996-99, his brother seemed to
have his mind made up when he arrived at
“We had a family got-together and dis-
cussion with our family and Coach Shepas,

past
Jared Zwick said.

“He was kind of beating around the bush.
He kind of had a smirk on his face and just
kind of said that that's ‘where I'm going to
be, I'm going to be a Buckeye." So that's how
it unfolded.”

Much had been made of” Michigan's
recent succeds in proparing quarterbacks —
most notably Elvis Grbae, Brian Griese and
even baseball-bound Drew Henson — for
the NFL.

“Michigan will go into 2001 with sopho-
more John Navarre as its heir apparent to
Henson, while it seems that senior Steve
Bellisari will start for a third season ot
08U, Buckeye sophomores Scott McMullen
and Craig Krenzel and redshirt freshman

"Rick McFadden also seemed o position

!M‘mnh‘m this spring for o wmhlc start-

l!ut fmld& said the opportunity to start
in 2002 was not a major consideration,

“I don’t think that had much to do with
it,” Zwick said. “The main reason I'm going
is to get the degree that 1 want to get. And 1
live in Ohio and so that degree is going to
help me out more, 1 beliove, after I'm done
playing football. If I was never to tako a
snap again, where am 1 going to feel most
muuhuuoh“ at? 1 think Ohio State is that
place.

“We have not talked about me starting as
a freshman. I'm just worrying about what
I'm going to do next yoar as a senior here at
Massillon, If [ redshirt (in 2002), that would
allow me to get noclimated to the school and

. the offense, But if Coach Tressel wants me

to compete for the job, Il do whatever they
winl me to do.”
Conspiracy theorists say Treasel orches-
tratod OSU'w spring workouts — where the
Buckeyta secmed Lo throw the ball quite a
bit — ns n way to sway Zwick. The young-
ster said he noticed the ball in the air quite
a hit, but he is not naive enough to believe
08U is about to become Purdue East any-

TeEar .

Unprecedented.

Unlimited

Incoming cellular calls for 1 year.
THE IDEAL WAY TO GET BUSINESS DONE:

+ Froa Volca Mail

like it. Unlimited lpcoming
cellular calls for 1 year.

7370 Sawmill Rd.

National Wireless rius

(i the Sawemill Conter nest 1o Sherwin Williama)

ot gt b s of e

Get unlimited Incoming cellular calls for 1 year when you sign
up for our Nextel $99.00 Unlimited plan by May 31, 2001

+ Unlimited Incoming Coliular Calls for a year

+ Froa Callor 1D

+ Froo Naxtel Onlings

+ Unlimitod Nextel Direct Connect®

Hurry In! Limited Time Offer! 451-0217

There's never been an offer

gl Collaler

Feir way Moisapiag
Newiel Cndine™

AVTHORIZED REFPRINERTATIVE

Free
Delivery!

5223 Godown Rd.
(A1 Bethel bebind Speedwiy)

i b

was imprmad

Newied (et Cimaicl®

Wirgkons Wek Lovviden

-t o

-
g St g g s g 8 1 | Lt

-—---.—-—-_—u—ﬂ'w e Ll

.

e
- it P W g e | S |

o e o e s . g VP V. O s i St 8 i 4 5 gy 8 P s e

time soon.

“In the spring game, I enjoyed
walching them throw the ball
around,” Zwick said. “Its good to

“But I think Coach Tressel is
going to do what he has to do with
the athletes that he has, That's the
name of the ball game, That's what
it all comea down to. You can't go
throw the ball B0 times a game
He's going to do what he has to do
to win the games.”

Zwick said he was impreased
with the offensive coaching staff
Tressel hired, including offensive
eootdmlut.lhnuollmnn who han-
dled his recruitment, and quarter-
backafrecoivers conch Joe Daniels,
Each boasts NFL experience.

“The coachea he's brought in,
Coach Bollman from the Chicago
Bears, ho's been around, so he's
hmmnmdprombauﬂri@t
there,” Zwick said. “Coach Danicls
llmnung from a wide-open attack
down at Cinéinnati. So 1 think with
all three of those put together, 1
think they're going to have a bal-
unced nttack and that is what you
neod to win ball games ®

After watching Trossel work so
clossly with OSU's quarterbacks
this spring, Zwick said that made a
huge impreasion on him,

“It was a big factor,” Zwick said.
“When my brother was  at
Youngstown, 1 really got to know
how Coach Trossel works his
grams. I's roally o team-
mwmunmmwm

it also n
e
you can just sit down and talk to
him. He cares about you more than
Jjust being n football player. He
cares about you baing a person.”

Z*Ht.nﬂaabPAsmdmt,-lsdhedn
th O5U's academic sup-

port staff

1 fml comfortable with Kate Riffee, the
head of the academic staff down there,” he
said. *1 feel comfortable with that and they
just built an academic center. Those are
thmplhnl helped my decision and are
going to help me in the future.”

When asked how Treasel reacted to his
commitment, Zwick said, “Coach Tressel's
renction was a good gne. 1 talked Lo him
and called him about 10:30 this morning

"and he was happy, And so we talked nbout

how the family was doing and everything
like that.”

The Pressure Cooker

When he enrolls at OSU in September
2002, Zwick may be the most heralded quar-
terback recruit to arrive on the Columbus
campus since Art Schlichter came to OSU
from Miami Trace (Ohio) in 1978,

Certainly, Joe Pickens arrived under
much fanfare from Cleveland St. Ignatius in
1990 as well.

But Zwick mdlwruhn}ubcmaluﬁu
at the college lovel. He knows OSU funs will
be looking to him and his teammates to
deliver championships on both the Big Ten
and national level

“I like that,” he said. *1 like to have pres-
sure put on me because that's just guing to
make me work harder. When everybody is
 wanting me to do something, I'm just going
to have to say to myself, ‘1 better get this

done so | don't disappaint anybody”

BACK FOR MORE — Already the all-
time state leader in yardage,
Justin Zwick will be back for his senior
gsenson at Massillon Washington with
his sights sot on an Ohio state champi-
onship.

“T'm just going to do overything I have to
do.”

Tb even hoighten the hype, Zwick said he
wia told he would be the only quarterback
OSU takes this year.

*I believe they said that they weren't
recrulting another quarterback,” he said. *1
figure wherever you're going to go to college

you're going to have to compete for the job,
Itn.llydnun‘t have an effect on me.”

But the advantage of committing early is
that Zwick can lobby fellow high school
standouts to join him at OSU.,

“That goos back to why I'm making my
decision early,” ho said. “1 want to get some
holp with that. I want other players to see
that I feel comfortable with it and 1 want to
got a good recruiting class down there. So
that's one of the reasons why I committed
early”

When asked whom he would pinpoint to
join him at OSU, Zwick said, "(Linebacker
M:knlD'AndruﬁumAmhlu-mduu
receiver from Brush (Roy Hall) as well as a
few big linemen like (Warren Howland's
Doug) Datish.”

Kurelie said Zwick’s commitment —
and the class that could follow him — may
go a long way toward dispelling any
nation that Tressel ean't recruit at the
Division L-A level,

“We saw in the winter that Tressel came
in late and closed that clasa extremely
strong,” Kurelie said. “I think this is a con-
tinuation of what happened then. He and
his stafl have done a tremendous job.

“They are off to a super start with this
class. If there were any questions about his
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Here is o look ot Justin Zwick’s statistics from his junior season at Massiion (Ohio) o . llon T BI
Washington, his statistics from his first thvee seasons as a high school quartemback and how
he rates alltime in the annals of Ohlo high school passers, mh Mmmm'“::
ZWICK'S 2000 GAMEBY-GAME STATISTICS terbiack hustin Zwick, L was ot 10 Ighom
PASSING RUSHING the varous Ues and relationships o work.
Date  Opponent Score Cmp. Att.  Yds. TD INT Att. Yds. TD For merters, them is the pipoiine
between Ohlo Stae and the stored
Aug, 25 Akron Buchiel W, 407 18 32 187 65 0 2 (0 o
Sopt. 1 Lima Senlor W:67-356 19' 31 402 3 O 3 (16) 0 Valdosta, Go., @9 the alhime win
Sepl. B Alron Garfield W, 5126 20 43 375 2 2 4 68 0 m”“mmm
Sept. 15 Mansfield Sonlor W2 AT . 2r 13293 2 4] 00 strong connections. betwben e
Sepl, 22 at Austintown Fitch W,210. 12 27 1a2 20 2 (N O mmumnmﬂm
Sept. 20 Cleveland St. Ignotius L3621 27 €0 380 3 1 5 (31) 0 Jored, énd hs high school coach, Rick
Gct. 7 Massilion Perry® L3117 19 38 222 2 2° 1. 830 Shopss, Who sach chwod for Tressel o1
Oct. 13 Fremont Ross w350 13 24 118 2 O 2 6 1 Stato,
Oct. 20 ot Lakewood S{. Eoward W, 2827 16 29 248 1 0 3 61 O ‘m‘m nitle. wt; OBV In
Oct. 28 Canton McKinley W,139 13 18 100 0 1 6 25 O Septomber 2002, he wil bo the first
Nov. 4 Marion Hoding e L. 1713 B 17 114 D 1 3 561 Buckeye recruit  from  Massdion
Season Totals (8-3 record) 191 346 2460 23 9 31 04 2 Washington sinco toiback Travia MoGuirg
*AL Canton's Fawcett Stadium; #-Division | reglonal quarter finals at Massilion. signod with the Duckoyes In 1992,
ZWICK'S HIGH SCHOOL CAREER PASSING STATISTICS m" :,. mm‘" M'u:.. ey
Year School Record Cmp. Atl. Pet.  Yde. TD INT Playotis #on baforo moving on to Akron as tho
1988 Orrville 131- 135 269.502 2,202 20 17 Dw. IV champs head coach in 1995,
1999 Orrvilie 113 165 327 505 2,857 20 13 Dw W semifinelist Other pleces. of the OSUMasalion con
2000 Massilion Washington 83 101 346 .562 2,460 23 9 Div. | qualifier noction inchide;
Caroer Totals 327 491 942.621 7,219 72 3D 7.2 playoll rec. m;‘m w"ﬁ;m*w-':
OHI0'S HIGH SCHOOL CAREER PASSING LEADERS @ :‘x: ,,.“ 'm”"" SO0 ind e
Player School(s) Yoars Yards » Former OSU hend coach Earte Bruce, for
Justin Zwickn Orrville, Massilion Washingion 19982000 7,219 | | wholod tho Tigom 0 0 200 rocord i 1964- ﬂ-’
Brition Crates Kenton :mgg ;1:2 65 beform Woody Hayes hied him s on  JOUNgAtOwn
Scoll McMullen Granville 1 0 oselstant with e Budkeyus. Pwick's
Jose Davis Bollairo 199395 6,760 * Unebocker Chris Spimon, who becamo o e O Course, Zuleks brotr, o, e
Chris Wallace Springfield North, Springfield South 199003 6,724 nanonal achoolboy logend for tha in tha 190600
Tylor Dysert Celina 1006 08 5,074 ﬂmmmnn-u‘ “That o 8 lot™ usstin Zwick snikd. "My
Nathan Poole Grove City 1997.99 5,849 and Lomeor Award winner ot OSU, mm:m N a
Ben McDaniols Canton MoKinley 190598 5,830 * Bven Tressel, himself, fvad o short wiie In . outslis & omth. Bill balls..0 Wi
[B):Hnu Miskowycr? Brunswick '}gg(?}gb G.?;; Massilion os » youngstr whia his Oad, Lee, :.“q"-ﬁ' thom back. Bver #inoo | coukd
n Mauk% Kankon 1 5,0 codchid theve. Loe Trossel compiled a recard of
Nathan Kelior Titfin Calvert 199699 5,624 163 wieo 10 head cosch o Massiton fom  "Tipron oo oh e, Foatiad s
Ty Masciareli Bollnire 199597 5,603 198057, ahwitys over Dhor working out with him. | got 1o
Grog, Neuendor Sytvania Soulhview 190698 5,508 “Wo are very forlunatn hos ot Masslion (o Lo Trasent hat, 100." L
. %Underciassmen (Zwick will ba o senior this 1a1l, while Mauk will be & junior). e the opportunity o be & of e arnd Dok ﬂll.“% Desther Wil Do In
& Source: Doug Hutf, National High School Football Record Book, m‘mmunn‘F_m o0 hanets,
foroncn whoro Fwioh pnnounced his cholos. “Havdng, Coach Tresset bo @ runaing
ability to recruit at thisdovel, ho is answer-  the Division | level. “An pedence i Uils hasn't takon place In ' g iokd, ho's dolng drllis wWith the
“ing them.* “It was a tough decision to make, but 1 Mnhmmlmﬂm mmmmmhx
think that in the long run it was going to ...“"'""'....ﬁ"""..m"‘“"".nm. "'""“ o gnmo plan and the developmont. of T quar
A Strong Three Seasons help mo out more,” Zwick said. “I wanted to o testiocks,” Jarod Zwick gakd, “Thero's probably
Zwick initially burst on the Ohio prep  grame any doubt thore was that I could play m"m‘ '.m. PoR camer o 0ok nat o better situation.” ;
scono as a froshman, when ho steppedin for o lloeo football, [ had & great run at | e Lakael Jared 2wigk's sdvice for s brother: “Bo
Lt ege footha great run at Orrville In foct, Bruse ood Sploiman och had »
an injured starter and led Orvillo ton 13.1 ; focused, work hard. do what the head ina sars
b . oach Mac (Bl MeMillan) gave mo the ohnnce to moet ZTwick ot OSU's Soarel ond Gy g Wil work ouL*
mpnnd the Division IV stato champi-  chanee to start as n freshman and play. Gamo, But 2wick 5okl ha nover folt prOSEe to mw.“-““.hm
e p : : *1 wanted to come over here and test follow In ambody's footaleps. tal school ot OSU ofter from YSU In
T've kind of grown up with it over since 1 venlf A lot of people would say I wouldn't “R wasn't to0 bad actually,” Ieick sald. *1  four years munm-m-hm
my freshman year,” Zwick said. “l started as b ahl o play D-1 high school foothall and | ed with Onis Splaiman o coupla of Umes | brother can @xpect to 60, I0M Show tp on his
a freshman at Orrville so I've kind of been cdmpate wilh the guys jn big stmospharos. 1 was down ol Ohlo Stoto for prsctioos or whalt  doorstop,
having pressure on me ever since then and gy o e o helped mo foe ool noL.” “How my family i 0 bo Iwobed with
it's just gotten more intense through the o0 Progare Tivasel nhasited Shopas, who playd forthe — mo 1s another roason wiy | chose O6U,” Justin
years. So I've kind of gotten nocustomed to - Bo i a0 : Pengiins from 1983.80. The two hovo reported:  Zwick sakd. “My brother I gomg to be right
i It thing that dan't reall Zwick still lives in Orrvillo but said the I romained cdose and Trassel haa folowed  oround the comer If | over neod wething. | oon
TS VORI LI Jou TOARY WOITY  yranafer has had an impact on his personal Shaepas’ career ns ho moved from Poland (Ohlo) — call him up and go out and get dinner or SoMme-
about. You just go out and do what you have life Sominory 10 Seneca Vislly, Pa., ad oo o m
to do” : 3
. { “To toll the truth, my friends don't Massiion thioe yeom ogo. 5 faumily will be ablo to drve down, on hoo-
!Il‘ became a part of Ohio prep legend in talk to mo m}w *he “hf.l have o fow | Just Lathaxd about U hat Justin - andahall shot down to Columbus 1o cateh
Lhe tlf?lu Rame, wh_t'rrhomtllwﬂ.ﬁdﬂ.ldom select | thnl ¢ talk to mo every now nnd will hawo for the rest of his [l with o guy ko Jm whatirar. ll‘ll:‘lﬂlﬂll
%n" wﬂmmmx n Illil:y?r:! paud:u; :Iw" li]“t‘ F?I'ud um“i'l u:;' “:tlr'I:t played whip iﬂ;‘sm m . m' s o i
Michael Robinson with 30 secondsloft tocap  100tball with, they really doot lalk o me | woen wi bo 4 part of his o formec® ~ Qary Houstasy and Steve Hebwagen
n 2321 win over Coldwater and give that much anymere,
Orrville its first state football playoiT title Orrvitla Toos seas Maselly guins ma the - - ‘
3 g Tigers went 83 and qualified for the Shepas has been working real hard on the  played in the state of Ohlo,” Shepas said.

“That's something that I'm nover going to
furget my whole life,” Zwick aald, “my frosh-
M year getting the chanes to play quar-
terback for Orrville and going to the state.
U'mi always going to remember that and I'm
always going to remember the relationahips
[ had in Orrville. Those are things I'm never
Koing to forget, no matter where I am.”

A yoar latey, Zwick threw for 2,667 yards
and 29 touchdowns ngainst 13 interceptiona
to lead Orrville to an 11-3 mark and n berth
in the Division 111 state semifinals.

The following spring, though, word
begran to circulate that Zwick would pursue
n transfer to the Mossillon district. His
father, Bill, accopted a job as the nssistant
superintendent ot the Massillon district,
and Justin decided the commute of 16 min-
utes each way would be worth it to play at

Division 1 playoffs. Zwick throw for 2,460
yards and 23 touchdowns against nine
interoeptions,

“Obviously, wo were very oxcited to have
a quarterback of that caliber,” Shepas said,
“You want to make sure you do all the right
things for & kid in that situation just like
you'd do for any other., I just looked ot it ns a
situntion a8 where he would have been
recruited coming out of Orrville for sure, but
he's a no-doubt recruit with the competition

that we play here. Ho became a national

recruit by coming here.”

During the regular season, Massillon
fnced four Division 1 playoll qualifiers and
one that made the Divigion [1 tournament,

“After coming here lnst year, they've real-
ly accepted me well,” Zwick anid. “Coach

things T need to do to be hetter.

“There’s boen a lot of leaming going on.
The offense we have here at Massillon in
very complex. We have so many different
routes, 8o many different formations, we
had to work so hard over the summer®

A Date With Destiny?

According to the National High School
Foothall Record Book, just 11 high school
quarterbacks have eclipsed the magical
10,000-yard mark in US. prep history. With
o big senior seasan, Zwick tan put his name
alongeide the likes of JR. House, Brock
Borlin and Tim Couch as one of the game's
all-time most prolific passars,

“Hy will have the opportunity to be one of

the more spocial quarterbacks that ever

“Justin has evolved and developed into
the top quarterback in the Midwest. As
conches kept watching film, they started to
say, 'We better go out and got this guy”

“I think Coach Treasel folt the same way,
but Conch Treasel kind of handles the
rocruiting proceas o little bit differently. He
wanta individunls to want to be where he
fa."

Shopas bolioves Zwick's biggost days are
in front of him.

“I think he can improve greatly” the
coach said, “He's yot to experience some of

—the defenses that he's going to seo.

“Ho comes from a very solid family and 1
can't help but understand the reason why he
has been so successful, He's bleased with
outstanding talent.”
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waid was never a problem with his teaim.

That's why the Buckeyes exiting in the
fashion they did hurt so much.

“We didn't make the plays when we
noeded 10," Todd said of his squad, which
closed the season with a 43-18 record,
shortly after his team's exit, *It camo down
to doing the little things during the course
of the game, and we didn’t do them”  *

Todd cautioned, however, that this sea-
son should not be looked at as a disap-
pointment.

With a retoaled outfield and some ques-
tions about gonerating power, the
Buckeyes were belioved to bo an after-
thought in this year's Big Ten race. One
preseason publication even tabbed OSU
fifth in the conference.

Though that may have been realistic, it
werved as a motivator for the players, who
put in axtra time and sweat in the ofl-sea-
Bon.

“We were not chosen to do much of any-
thing, and that was probably realistic,”
Todd said. *We had so many young players
whao hadn't been tosted that it wis hard for
people to get a gauge on how well we might
do, Our freshmon matured and our veter
ans provided solid leadership.”

The 43 viclories were the sixth most in
school history and the most since the 1993
team won 44, The fact that OSU won 12 of
16 down the stretch in the regular season
to claim the Big Ten championship was
almoat satisfying enough to salve the
wound of being ousted from the regional,

But Todd said the Buckeyes had oppor-
tunities and gimply didn't capitalize,

“We had been good most of the season in
taking care of the little details, and we did-
't do that for about the last threo weeks,”
he said. *Our pitching wasn't ns good as it
had been and we continued to leave run-
nara an basoe, At some point that catches up
with you, and it did in this tournament,
People mre going to remember the last
MLMM did. That's the nature of the

“In my mind, though, we had a very
good season.” p

_ While Todd expressed disappointment

at the final destination, the journey

. seemed rewarding,

. "We could not have a:k«l any more of
our players this season,” Todd said. “They
worked hard and listened to us, and we

wore on the right end of things more often

than not. Everyone matured. and began
believing in themselves, and that's what
you noed somotimes. We didn't have a lot
of proven talent, so finding that chemistry
went a long way for ua”

The Buckeyes looked finished on o
number of oceasions, sitting in third place
as late as the middle of April, but things
tumed around for the better following a
fourgunme home sweep of then leagues
loading Minnosota April 28.30.

That series as much as anything gave
Ohio State the confidence it needed to
‘;Mhﬂ:nk the tape in first place at senson's

“That waa a really big weekend for us,*
Todd said. “We had split a couple of series
and had won three of four other times, But
to awoeep a toam like Minnesota, which was
picked to be either first or second, really
aaid a lot about what kind of team we had *

OSU got great efforts this season from a
host of players, including rocord setters

Mike Horris and Nick Swishor, Harris set
tha school single-season mark for stolen
bases with 36 while Swisher established a
school and Big Ten standard for walks in o
soeason with 60,

Swisher, who batted 322 and clubbed
15 homers, will be back next year, but he's
the only member of the starting infield
who can say that. Gone are Harns, Trent
Mellvain and John Mayor, as well as Mike
Check, whnhmnihoymmuhhr field

Deeds will return in the outfield and
should ease some of the pain after blasting
14 homers and knocking in 66 runners.
Freshman pitcher Josh Newman was
strong, finiahing 8-3 with a 3.60 ERA, tops
among OSU starters, and gotting better ns
the year went on.

Also departing are pitchers Kevin
Goodrum and Cory Cox, but the Buckeyes
have enough young arma from a stafll that

“put up a collective 4.04 ERA to have mini-

mal worries there.

Todd has established himself as the pro-
mier conch in the Big Ten since coming to
Ohio State in 1987, with thia yoar's title
being the seventh under his watch.

The Buckeyes hung with Nebraska in
the season opener (a 10-5 loas) and defeat-
ed Stetson, o 2001 NCAA participant, in a
Florida tournament.

But they also lost nonleague cnmn- to
Eastern Michigan and Akron, showing just
how sehizophrenic the whole assimilation
process can be for young players,

Whils questions about this year's team
wore many, there seoms to be little doubt
about future editions of the team., L

“T'his is probably the best class Coach
Todd has brought in here,” Mellvain said.
“They eame in and from day one they lis-
tonod to what we said and wanted to go
out ond help us win games. You don't
always soo that with' freshmen, but this
l’ru:'p was groat.”

ayor ochood Mellvain's sentiments
and belioves there will be more champi-
onships in OSU's future.

“It was great to work with these guys,”
Mayor said. “Somotimes you feel like a
father figure to them, but they were the
ones who went out and did the job. | know
I'll enjoy coming back here in two or three
yoars and watching these guys grow up
and play some more baseball *

Ohio State has not boon to the College
World Series since 1967, a string of 34
years., Though Todd has done his part in
making the Buckeyes a benchmark orga-
nization for the Midwest (along with
Notre Dama), ono of theso days the team
will have to break through if he is to truly
goet full eredit for establishing a “pro-
gram.*

Todd knows this, and that's"why the
work for next year has already started.

“We want to win as badly as anyone,
but sometimea the breaks aren't there,”
he said. “Our goal is to nlways win the Big
Ten — that's first. We also want to beat
the Ohio teams we play, and we want to
host a regional if at all poasible.

“We've done that twice, and last time
wo came within a game of making it to
Omnha. So it can bo done. Wo've got a lot
of kids who feel, despite the prescason
predictions, that wo didn't have a groat
year. That's a good thing to see in a year
when you win over 40 games, That tells
meo thoy're going to do what they can to be
oven better noxt sonson.”
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THE MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT

Ex-Buckeye Stars Early,
But Tiger Roars Again

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Hporis Bulletin Staff Writer

As only seoms fitting in the PGA tour-
nament founded and hosted by the great
Jack Nicklaus, several Buckeyes have had
their moments in the 26-year incarnation
of The Memorial,

Guys like Chris Perry, Ted Tryba and
Joey Sindelar who are not normally media
darlings have attracted throngs of
reporters afler stellar early rounds at the
Muirfield Village Golf Club, located on the
outakirts of Dublin, Ohio,

This year it whs Chris Smith's turmn,

Whe?

Chris Smith, o forgotten son who
starred ot OSU from 1988-91 but has
sruggled to stay on tour, followed up a

solid wpring with somo eutstanding golf at .

Muirfield May 31-June 3. Or at least the
first two days.

Teeing ofl in his first Memorial and in
the first group on Thursday, Smith zipped
through the course in a G-under-par 66
and owned n share of the lead with Scott
Verplank. The following day, he overcame
bogeys on the first iwo holes to shoot 71
and remained just two shots off the pace
set by Paul Azinger.

Several players began to take notice of
Smith, including Nicklaus,

“That young man has an awful lot of
talent,” Nicklaus said. I watched him
play alongmide (son) Gary in college. 1
thought he would get here sooner, but 1
think it's great.”

“For me, this is almost a major,” Smith
soid alter day one. "1 was looking forward
to playing the tournament someday, and
to be able to do it this year is really neat,
It like toaing off in the U.S. Open.”

The next day he added, “I'm hoaving
fun, Hopefully I hit the ball the same
way tomorrow and figure these greens
oul,”

Smith was so enthusiastic that afler
answering dozens of questions on Friday
he uttered the ultimate no-ne phrase in
sporta: “I'm just happy to be here”

Oups,

Sure enocugh, the slippery Muirfield
turf cama out from under Smith’s feet on
the weekend. He finished 81-76 and fell
way ofl the leaderboard at G-over-par 204,

While Smith and others fell by the
wayside, Tiger Woods promenaded to the
victory circle for the third straight year.

The 32-year-old Smith, did, however,
pocket $8.225. That left him just shy of
$700,000 in earnings this season, in which
his best finish was a tie for third at the
BellSouth Clnssic,

He also enjoyed one of his best experi-
onces in golf, this from a guy who was
four-year All-Big Ten selection and ri
n 427-yard drive in the 1999 Honda
Classic,

“There’s nothing negative that could
come out of this weok,” he said.

Jack-Bullt, Tiger-Owned

Woods once again was nothing short of
remarknble in victory, He blistered the
already rain-worn course with a 66 on
Bunday and won by a rocord seven shols
with a 271 (17-under). As if everyone else
wis ahell-shocked by his finnl-day charge,
no other golfer in contention broke 70,

Woods took the trophy from Nicklaus
for the third straight time, marking the
first time someone had throee-peated in a
PGA event since Tom Watson won the
Byron Nelson in 1978, "79 and "80,

“He's a living legend,” former Buckeye
John Cook said of Woods.

Clearly Woods was born to play the
course Nicklaus designed, In his Inst three
years at Muirfield (216 holes), Woods has
played it in S1-under. This year alone he
was 14 shots under par on the par fives,
His 66 tied the best fourth-round score by
a champion at The Memorial,

Azinger started the final round one
stroke ahoad of Woods and birdied the
first hols, but the tide turned at the par-6
fifth hole as Azinger suffered a bogey and
Woods carded an eagle 3 after hitting a
249-yard approach to within 6 feet with a
2-iron,

Azinger, who earlier in the week gave a
tender speoch in memory of honoree
Payne Stewart, raisod eyebrows with a
first-round 68 and went into the clubhouse
with the second- and third-round leads,
causing many in the galleries to back his
every move,

While he insisted he wasn't playing for
the ghost of his buddy, something magical
appeared to be in the air for Azinger, who
has not reached a top-10 lovel since over-
coming lymphoma in his shoulder several
years ago. Then Woods kicked il in gear.

“He's o phenom,” Azinger said of
Woods. *I apologized to him that 1 didn't
play better for him.”

Other Have Ups, Downs

Cook and Gary Nicklaus joined Smith
ns Buckeyes who made the cut. Cook, who
received a special sponsor’s exemplion to
make the field, was a steady 285 for 3.
under. Ho won $47,765.

“I wasn't high enough on either money
list to get in, so they gave me a spot,” Cook
sanid, “That was nice of them to do that,
but then the pressure is on ta‘rluy good.
I'm glad I was able to do that. I don't know
how many of these | have left.”

The younger Nicklaus one-upped Cook
with a birdie on the final hole and finished
4-under, good for $85,600 and a top-20 fin-
ish. “Little Bear” shot consecutive 72s in
the first two rounds and 70-70 on the
wockend.

Father Jack missed the cut by one
stroke with a d-over-par, two-round total
of 148, Perry had no fun at all. Dothered
by tendinitis in his left kneo for weeks,
Perry shot 9.over (163) on his first two
rounds. His second round ncluded a
quadruple-bogey 9 on No, 15.

“l wasn't going to withdraw,” said
Porry, ndmitting he was in pain while
wilking the course.

Tourney Notes

* The ceremony for 2001 honoree
Stewart was filled with many lighthearted
remembrances and o few tears, His widow,
Tracey, received o standing ovation aflter
nddressing the gathering, which appeared
to be even larger than the one for Jack
Nicklaus lnst year,

Stewart and five others died aboard a
charter plane that loat cabin pressure and

* erashed in North Diakota on Oct, 25, 1999,

Just four months afler the flamboyant
Stewart won his second U8, Open title.

Azinger was a natural to speak at the
ceremony, The two were very close friends
and finished 1-2 at the 1993 Memorial
Azinger stole that victory from Stewart by
holing a bunker shot on the 72nd hole, a
chip he called “the most dramatic moment
of my career.”

*1 proceeded to my locker after that and
found s banana stulfed way up in the
tippy-toes of my shoes,” Azinger said, elic-
iting laughter from the crowd. "But if you
remember, he did jgo into that press reom
over there and held his head high.”

* Kathy Whitworth, the all-time victo-

Pragios by STIVE HELWAGTH

BUCKEYES ABOUND — Among the former Ohio State golfers play-
ing at former Ohio State golfer Jack Nicklaus' Memorinl
Tournament were Chris Smith (above left, at right) and John Cook
(nbove right). Standing with Smith is his caddie, Matt Minister,

who also played for the Buckeyes.

ry leader in the history of the LPGA, and
the late Hobby Locke have been
announced as next year's co-honorees.

* Rain once again took a toll on the
premises as soveral fans needed to be
towed from muddy parking spots and play
wan delayed repeatedly. The leaders, in
fact, had to finish up several holes from
their third round on Sunday before head-
ing back to No. 1 for the final round.

When nsked if there was a better time
to stage the tournament and avoid all the
inclement weather, Jack Nicklaus bris-
tled, "We're (in) the week wo should be,
the first week in June. Call it luck or
unluck, but we just seem to get rain for
the Memorial Tournament, We've had a
drought all year and now it's rained for
two weeks and hasn't stopped.”

The tournament, however, will shift
back to a week earlier next year — May
23.26.

* Among the many noteworthy shols
throughout the tournament was Hal
Sutton’s first-round ace of No. 12, general-
Iy one of the toughest holes on the course.
A former champion (1986), Sutton fired o
71 on the day.

Another old favorite, two-time winoer
(1990, "05) Greg Norman, didn’t have as
much success. Just days after it was
announced he was voted Lo the World Golfl
Hall of Fame, Norman shot an opening-
round B2 and never came close to the cut.

* With the O5U men’s golf team out of
the running for the NCAA title, longtime
coach Jim Brown was able to attend The
Memorial and encourage some of his for-
mer players.

“1 saw Coach Brown earlier today,”
Cook said June 1. “I think he can hold his
head high. He has had some good teams
and he did o good job with us, I think he's
going to be able to turn that program

nround.”

Smith said he talks regularly with
Brown.

“He encournges me all the time,” he
said,

* Former OSU golfer Malt Minister
(1995-96) served as Smith's caddie for the
tournament.

* Organizers of the Jack Nicklaus
Museum hosted & reception for the media
the night before the tournament began in
an attempt to spread the word about the
project. The museum, located on OSU

property just north of the Schottenstein
Center on Olentangy River Road, 1s
expected to be open in the fall,

BSB will have more on this project in
an upeoming edition.

* Minnesota head football conch Glen
Mason attended the tournament to watch
socond-round action and to catch up with
some old friends. He also stopped by the
WBNS-AM (1460) on-sile booth Lo chat on
the air with Kirk Herbstreit,

Mason is o former Buckeye who admit-
ted disappointment when he was not hired
a8 O8U's new football coach in January,

Quotable ;

* Cook on Smith leading after hin
first round ever at The Memorial = *1
didn't think that was quite fair. This was
his first trip around here and this is my
21mt.”

* Jack Nicklaus on the current
state of his old college course, OSU
Scarlet — “You go over theré today and
guys tell me it's just embarrassing to go
play it. What they don't understand is
that they've got one of the great jewels in
the country. They've got a wonderful golf
course at the Scarlot. All they've got to do
is take care of it. They just don't take care
of it

“What they ought to do is go to all the
alumni of Ohio State, people who play the
game, and say, “OK, people, you know this
s what it is.” Create a fund for it. I'd be
happy to donate to that. I'm sure that
(Tom) Weiskopl would, Joey Sindelar,
Cook, Gary, all the guys would because
they'd love to see the Scarlet get the repu-
tation it should have.”

* Azinger on his good friend
Stewart during the pre-tournament
ceremony — “I can't tell you how many
people have come up to me and told me
Payne Stewart was their favorite golfer. I
don't believe any of us realize the magni-
tude or how far-reaching Payne Stewart
was on and ofl the course,

“If you're going to wear knickers and
you're going to have that look, you had to
have some game to back that up, and he
did. He was willing to pay the price to be
great”

*'Nicklaus, who choked up during
the ceremony, on Stewart — “He loved
life and lived every minute of it. That's all
you can aak.”
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