Originally Published: August 2004

$2.00

B BN | ==

Vol. 23, No. 30 “For The Buckeye Fan Who Needs To Know More” August 2004

Search Ends With A Thad

For Matta, Coming
To Ohio State
Is ‘The Pinnacle’

By MARK REA
Buekeye Sports Tulletin Managing Editor

Taking more than a month — and absorbing eriticiam
from loan! and nnational media outlots — Ohio State ath-
letic directar Andy Goiger finally got his man, laring Thad
Matta from Xavier to become the 13th head men's basket-
ball coach for the Buckeyos,

“I'hin is the pinnncle for me,” Matta said during n July
9 news conferenco to formally announce hia hiring. “1
wtand before yon today to lot you know 've aceepted thia
pomition for one renson and one reason only, and that i to
hring Ohio State basketball back into national promi-
nenee

“I do realizo that we've ot challenges, but I'm hero to
roll up my sleeves, go Lo work and bring this Lhing back.”

The Buckoyes had baen sonrching for n new hend co
wineo June ® when Geigoer fired Jim O'lnen for g
maore than $6,000 to former OS5 symee Aleksand:
Radojevie, who would end o never playing for the
Buckeyeas

It took Geiger exactly 31 days from the time he fired
O'Brien to Matta's formak mtroduction. In contrast, foot-
ball conch Jim Treasel was hirod juat 15 daya after John |
Coaper wan fired an 2001 11 Y Gl A
BUCKEYE OF DESTINY — Thad Matta displays the buckeye given to him by a neighbor in
2001, o gift Matta told reporters prophesied his becoming coach of the Buckeyes.

In This lssue 07838 | Reputation As Straight Shooter
Precedes Former Xavier Coach

By JEFF RAPP
Ruckeye Sports Balletin Statf Wriler

Continued On Page 6

“Shocked” was the constant refrain
whoen BSB set out in June to find out
what Buckeyes pnat nnd present,
membera of the media nm‘ others
thought of the sudden dismissal of
Ohia State men's basketball conch Jim
(YBrien

Frusteated and discournged proba-
bly conld sum up the feelings of follow-
ors of the monthlong search for n now
conch who were left with few and
unantisfying names to sort

Now that haghly succesaful Novier
conth Thad Matta has emerged trom

Kevin Rob
Bemoll Schoenhofit

With all of the hubbub over Thad
Mattn becoming the next baskets
hall conch, its casy to lose teack of
foothall recruiting. Not to worry.
We have all the information on
Ohio State's two  Iatest verbal
commitments — OL Kovin Bemoll
and QB Rob Sehoenholt — as well
nn n fenture on WH Hrian
Hurtline, who will sign with OSU

in Februnry. ) o . . "WHErTGa that pursuit as the winner, the reac
Also inside, us nlways, vou'll find INTERESTED LISTENERS — OSU players Terence tions are a litile broader, but all seem
the Jatest foothull ind men's and Dials, Matt Marinchick and Tony Stockman were to yo back to the wame comclusion

women's hniliethall news, as well
as what's up  with -Buckoeyews
hended  to Athens  for  the

among those in attendance July 9 when Thad great choice
Matta was formally introduced as the Buckeyes'
new head conch,

Continued On Pago 7
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Matta Edged Knight As Best Choice

Given nbout a month to reflect upon
the hiring of Thad Matta, it geems to
me that Ohio State got it right — final-
ly.

Deapite the fact the hiring procesas
weemed to take an inordinate amount
of time, OSU athletic director Andy
Geager seemed Lo get the best guy he
poassibly could fiave hired.

I realize that Geiger neither wanta
nor needs validation from me or any-
one ¢lae about hiring Matta, Still, from
the atench that arose from the media
circus that surrounded the search,
Geiger needed an A<1, first-class hire
From all T can gather about Matta,
Geiger achioved that goal.

Anyone who read my weekly
columns on our BuckeyeSports com
Internet site during the search knows
that T wan initially in favor of hiring
Hob Knight, My reasoning was that
Knight would have been an instant
ghot in the arm to an Ohio State bas-
kethall program that languishes on
the nationnl sports scone gomewhere
between bass fishing and demolition
derby,

I figured thot of Geiger wanted to
make an immediate aplagh in the
national media — as well as fill an
often-empty Schottenstein Center to
the rafters — Knight was the only guy
out there who could pull that off,

There is no doubt that my choice
was o shortsighted one. Knight is 63
and who knows how much longer he'll
want to coach after he breaks Dean
Smith's all-time record for victories”
He aleo comes with previous baggage
= lots of it.

Still, T thought the best guy for the
Jjob ot the time waas Knight. Little did 1
know then that Matta was even inter-
eated in the job, When firat contacted,
he demied that he was. As it turned
out, he was gimply trying to protect
what he had Job-wise and players-
wise — at Xavier.

In Matta, the Buckoyes got an up-
and-comer who is o budding superstar
on the college basketball landscape
The last two times OSU has hired a
mon's baskotball coach, they got a guy
who had Little better than a 500
record in three provious stops and a
gy who had never been o head coach
hefore,

On resume alone, Matta would
appent to be an upgrade.

But it will bo his work othic, how he
operates his program and what kind of
players he can lure ta Columbus — not
to mention the béttom line of wins and
logsea — that will ultimately decide
whether this was o good hiro or not

For now, it appears that it was. Stay
tuned.

No August Football

I you have been paying attention,
you will notice that this edition of
Buckeye Sports Bulletin s the first
since 2001 that haan't had to use the
Augunt ssue as the annual Fooltball
Preview

That is beeause for the first time in
three seasons, the Buckeyes — and all
of eollege football, for that matter -
have reverted to the traditional 11-
pame season. After starting each of the
Inst two yeara (and six of the last 10
seasons) with an August opener, OSU

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
with
Mark Rea

returng to a September atarting date
in 2004

Thig time lnst year, as the Buckeyes
ware preparing to defend their notion:
al championahip, controversial run-
ning back Maurice Clarett dominated
the headlines, first with his suapen-
sion from the team and later with s
lawsuit against the NFL for inclusion
into the draft.

Thia year, there has been precious
Little  off-the<field turmoil for the
Buckeyes. In foct, since the night
Lows Irizarey and Ira Guilford decid-
ed it might be a good iden to relieve o
fellow atudent of his wallet, and AL
Trapasso decided he was thirsty — two
different times — it has been a rela-
tively quiet last two months for the
Buckeyes. (That sound you hear i the
faint knocking on wood by most of the
OSLU coaching atall,)

In fact, most of the news that has
emannted from the Buckeyes during
tho past seven montha since the Fieata
Bowl centered around stalf changes,

Gone are Mark Dantonio, Tim
Spencor and Bill Conley, guys with a
combiped 30 years of experience on
Ohio State ataffs, In their placeas, head
coneh Jim Tressol made throo hires
and shifted around the responsibilitios
of those assistants who stayed.

Linebackors conch Mark Snyder
replaced Dantenio as defensive coordis
nator, and special teams coordinator
Luke Fickell replaced Snyder aa line-
backers coach.

Spencer wos replaced by Tresael's
brother, Dick, who had been associato
director of football operations. His
vacated spot went to Stan Jefferson,
an administrator and former couch
from Mansfield, Ohio

Conley's spot was taken by John
Poterson, who was most recently at
Arizona and played his college ball for
the Buckeyes from 1987-4940.

Meanwhile, Darrell Hazell came
over from Rutgers to conch the wide
receivers while Joo Daniels gave up
that part of hi# duties to concentrate
on quartefbacks ns passing game coor-
dinator.

Jim Heacock and Mel Tucker are
still defengive line and secondory
conches, respectively, but picked up
additional titles as nssistant head
conch and co-defensive coordinntor.

It seems that only the other two Jims
— "Treasel and Bollman -—— have the
aame duties they had when the team
flew home from Tempe. Bul a team in
flux s certainly what the Buckeyes are
in 2004 — from the coaching statl down
to the last man on the end of the bench,

While we all boasted about OSU
actting an NFL draft record with 14
players aclected in April, the cold, hard
truth of the matter is that Treasel and
his revamped stafl are going to have to
find replacementa for those 14 guys.

Half of those players logged 30 or
more starts in their careers, In fact,
the 14 combined to play 613 games for

the Buckeyes, of which 378 — 61.7
percent — were starts. It is little won-
der why the program went 25-2 these
last two years.

It is also Little wonder why some
fans enter the 2004 season with some
tropidation. New players fill the start-
ing alots at quarterback, split end,
tight end, middle linebacker, strong-
aide outaide linehacker, strong aafety,
cornerback, punter and six of the nine
line pogitions on offense and defense.

You can add into that equation the
fact that the starting tailback and full.
back are prone to injury, and the col-
lective blood pressure of the Buckeye
Nation spikes upward,

Then again, it was much the dame
way two years ago when the Buckeyea
embarked uwpon the 2002 season,
There was o largely unproven quarters
back under center, question marks nt
both receiver apots, a couple of holes
on the offengive line and a freshman
starting at tailhack.

Somoehow, Ohio State managed to
win every gome that season, although
the results very nearly gave coronarics
to Buckeve fana every Saturday,

Can the team cateh lightning in o
bottle again? The odda say no, of
conrse. Then again, the odds were
agoinst them two years ago, too.

Helaman Hopefuls

Although there are plenty of
Buckeyes who nre on presoason watch
lista for the wvarious postacason
awards, you really can't make much of
a case for an OSU player being in the
early race for the Heisman Trophy.

Moat experts are focusing in on last
yenr's winner, quarterback Jason
White of Oklahoma, and Kansas State
tailback Darren Sproles as early
favorites, There are others such s
Michigan receiver Braylon Edwards
and LSU cornerback Corey Webator,
Yeah ... right. Like o receiver or cor-
nerback is going to win i

Here are a couple of other players
with logitimate chances, ones you
might want to look out for once the
season gota undor way in o couple of
woeoki:

= Senior running back Cedric
Bonson of Taxas, who rushoed for 1,360
yards and 21 TDa lnst year. If the
Longhorns ¢an avoid their annual
swoon, Benaon could be in the thick of
the Heisman race

e Junior QB Matt Leinart of
Southern Cal, who threw for 1666
yards and 38 TDa last year. Anyone in
Norm Chow's offense is going to put up
numbers. And Helsman voters love
quarterbacks (see USCw  Carson
Palmer in "02 and White last year),

¢ Semor running bhack Cadillae
Williamsa of Auburn, who had 1,307
yards and 17 TDs last year, Williams
could elbow his way into the race, but
the Tigoers are going to have to stay in
the SEC hunt all year,

* And my dark-horse eandidate —
Wisconsin tailback Anthony Davis. He
had just 682 yards and seven TDs dur-
ing last yeoar's injury-riddled cam-
paign, but he is the real thing when
healthy, Stll, the Badgers need to fill
neveral other holes — hoth offenmively
and defenaively — for Davis to have a
viable Heisman candidacy.
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COVER STORY: SEAR NDS WITH A THAD

X Once Marked His
Spot, But No Longer

Continued From Page 1

“It wasn't o race,” Geiger told BSB
aftor the formal press conference, “We
wanted to be extremely deliberate, and
we took our time on purposes This pro-
gram hos taken a jolt, so we were not
poing to rush through this”

Although some had speculated that
Mattn was the central focus of the
monthlong search all along, both Geiger
and the new coach disputed that.

“My first contact with Andy was (June
241" Matta said. *1 know that I was in a
lot of people’s minds about this position
carly on. 1 was identified as one of the
people who should be interested in this
job. But 1 didn't know if 1 wanted to be
interested. 1 had a job, and 1 had o great
job”

Even after talking with Geiger by
phone @gnd meeting with him at an offl-
cnmpus site, Motta just didn't think he
wanted to leave Xavier, where his
Musketoers have strung together three
straight 26-win pensons which included o
trip to the NCAA Tournament's Elite
Eight last year.

Mutta was scheduled to meet on the
OSU eampus with Gelger early on July 7
but struggled with that decision the
might before the meeting,

“I wtall wasn't sure that [ even wanted
to come up here,” he amd, “But once |
decided, it all just kind of fell into place
fram there”

Matta said the clincher came when he
woi driving home from the airport alter
meeting with Geiger and OSU president
Karen Holbrook,

“I waa not really paving much atten-
tion to my driving nnd wans going 68 mph
in o 40-mph zone,” he said. “A police ofli-
cor wanted to stop me and let me know
that. So ghe got up to the side of the ear,
pho snid, Sir, you seem Lo be in o hurry!
And I said, Yea, mo'am, 1 am.' And ahe
poid, 'Ia there a problem? 1 said, "Well,
there s, Right now I'm kind of torn. I'm
thinking about taking 6 new job She
anid, "What do you do? 1 said, Tm a bas-
kotball coach. She suid, ‘Oh, really.
Where” 1 anid, Xavier University” She
soid, "Really? 1 wont to Oliio State T anid,
‘Woll, 1 just took the job' And she eaid,
‘Hove o great day””

Mattn, who has had successful stinta
ns head conch ot Butler and Xavier uni-
versities over the past four seasons,
signed o seven-year contract with the
Buckeyes that inereases incrementally
after o irst-yenr base anlary of $760,000.

There are nlso athletic and academic
incentives contained in the conteact ns
well as o $300,000 signing bonus. It i
vxpected most of that bonus will go
toward the $226,000 Matta haas to give to
Xuvier to buy out the semaming nine
years of hig contract there

Also included in the deal i o $2 mil-
lion annuity available only of Matta com-
pletes all neven years of the contraet,

According  to  university  records,
(¥Brien made more than $1.1569 million
dunng the 2002-03 aeanon

Starting From Scratch

Mutta inherits an anderachieving
Ohio State team that went 14-16 last
soason and missed the postsenson. He

also takes over o program that will be
under NCAA serutiny as collegiate ath-
loties’ governing body looks into allega-
tions of wrongdoing during O'Brien's
regme

The new coach insists the specter of
an NCAA investigation did not weigh on
hia decision to take the job

“We'll take whatever is given to us,”
Matta said. *1 guess what I'm saying is
that the job meant more to me than
whatever NCAA sanctions may or may
not be handed down. We'll deal with that
as it eomes.”

Later, Geiger predictod any NCAA
sanctions agninst the' program would be
minor.

“I would be very surprised i this
conch and this team w pennhized very
soverely,” the AD told BSH

Maotta wasted no time putting his
stamp on the OSU program., During the
morning of his afternoon news confer-
ence, he met with hin players and it did-
n't take him long to get his messoge
NeTORA,

“The beauty is that they now have o
clear understanding of what is expected
of them,” the new conch said. “They
know that the players who work the
hardeat will get the most minutes,

"1 think you'll find that we'll have a
fun and exciting style. 1 want to play
fast, but [ want to play smart. We will be
the hardest-working, toughest toam you
have ever seen. We will defond, play
hard, play amart, and abave all play as n
team, We have o long, long road ahead of
us, but it starts nght now.”

Coming from the Cincinnata aren, it
didn't take long for 0 reporter to sk
Matta his opinion about Ohio State play-
ing the University of Cincinnati, pomo-
{hing that both Geiget and O'Brien were
reluctant to do in the past.

“I don't mind playing other Ohio
schools,” Motta anid. "What [ want to do
ia sit down, look at our schedule and fig-
ure out what's best for our basketball
team,

“An far as o Cincinnatl game — you
know, I've just gone through three years
of alllout combat and war from the
Crorstown Shootout (between Xavier
and UC) (But) 1 think that would be a
poatibility. 1 think a lot of times coaches
take heat for not playing o team when
the other guy may not want to play
oither, and 1 dont know what Coach
(Bob) Hugging' fechngs would be on
that®

When o reporter informed him that
Hugggins hag boen in favor of playing the
Buckeyes, Matta grinned and replied, “1s
that right?””

Later, he was quizeod on plaving
Xavier and was not as recoptive to that
idea

“Not right now,” Matta said “1 don't
know what the significance of that would
be with all this going on, Both of us need
aome time to let ua go through things in
our reapective programa.”

Exhaustive Search

or reportedly was stung by some
of the criticism leveled ot him for taking
#0 long to hire O'Brien's replacement.
But he ingisted that ho had o plan and
merely stuck to it

ture a “fun and exciting style.”

“Onur search was deliborate,” ho said
*Some of you can smile o little bit if you
want to, (but) we have taken our time on
purpose. This program hos taken same-
thing of a jolt. It has been a Little bt dif-
ficult, to may the least, in tho past sever-
ul days and montha. So we were not, for
n variety of reasons, rushing through
this, aa you nll pointed out to us daily.

“We, however, had our eye on the ball
and focused through all of this on getting
the very, very best that we could got and
we made absolutely sure about every-
thing. We did exhaustive background
checks. We did all of the due diligence
that the Ohio State University ahould
do, particulorly in the circumstance in
all eandor in which we find ourselves,

“Aa far ns the soarch committee was
econcerned, we dtarted on our first day
looking for the right charactenisties for
the ideal conch, and we were very
impreased with Thad. We are over-
whelmed with his senge of enorgy, hia
sense of focus

“Wo wanled somebody who has onor-
mous respect and love for the gamo,”
Gedger continued. “The game is o way of
life, the gamo of basketball, for the right
conch and we cortainly have somebody
with those characteristics. Integnty nnd
compliance, obaying the rules — all of
thoso kinds of things were very, very
important aspects. We wonted intelli-
jgence and competence and somebody
who s an ineredible competitor. Thad
Matta is all of those things ”

Holbirook echoed her athletie director

“I have to tell you we were extraoridi-
nanly impressed when we met Coach
Mutta,” she said. “We hked what be soid,
ond wo liked the way he aaid it. We liked
the record that he had, We liked the fact
that he's o winming coach.

“Put he's n winning coach not only in
terms of what the team does, but how
the students working with him sueceed.”

Holbrook also issued Matta a chal-
lenge.

*We haven't had & (national champm-

GREG ST
ENERGY PERSONIFIED — Energetic

both on and off the court, Thad Matta
promised fans that his program will fea-

onship) team for the last 44
years,” ahe said, "1 know that's
longer than you've been on this
earth, but we cxpoct that we're
going to be working toward that
as o goal and wo know that you're
poing to lead the baskethall team
nnd lead the young men who play
men's buskethall with us to great
succenses in the classroom, on the
court, and throughout the univer-
mty.”

Hard Yo Leave XU

Matta admitted that it was dif-
ficult to leave Xavier, where his
teams won a school-record 26
games each of the three yeara he
head conch.

There also secemed to be some
medin  conjecture about  con:
tentiousness between him and
university officials becouse he
first rejected the notion of taking
the Ohio State job and then
necepled it

Matta said he was tronbled by
the way things were portrayed,

"My intontions woere never to
demean Xavier University or the
program,” he snid. *Down Rogoers,
the athletic director there, is one
of my dearcst friends and she's o
great athletic director. Through
this proceas, she knew everything
that was relayed to me. And |
take grent pride in the three
yoars that I was there and what
our kids were able to necomplish,

“But I think with that said, U'm clos
ing the door on thpt and I'm opening the
door at the Ohio State University”

Still, Matta — who tarned 37 in early
July — has accopted his third head
conching job in just five years, leading
some to question how long he will be at
Ohio State.

“I think that every move that I've ever
made, I've felt botter about it,” he anid. ~1
felt that it was a better opportunty for
me to achieve things, There's no quick
winy to get to the top. You know, ns an
nagistant coach, 1 did the same thing. 1
had to elimb the ladder until 1 felt like 1
wos ot the top, And today 1 stand here
and feel like U've reached the top ”

And when o reporter asked il he
imagined o little longer stay at OSL,
Matta smiled and said, *You can nsk my
wife. I'm sure ns hell she hopes so ™

Destined To Ba A Buckeye?

Early in Matta’s July 9 news confer.
ence, he reached into his swit jockel
pocket and produced n buckeye.

Holding it up for reporters to see, the
new conch related a story thot occurred
in 2001 as he was leaving Butler
University to take the head conching job
nt Xavier .

“I had been o head coach st my nlma
mater, and an we were packing stufl up,
ome of my neighbors, a man named Mert
I'rophet, o man who had been in athlet
iea for 60 yvears of his life, showed up at
my door,” Matta said, *He =aid, Thad, 1
hate to sec you leave, but I'm proud of
you ond 1 know you're going to do wall’
Then he said, Twant to give you n going-
away present " And he renched into his
pocket and put it in my hand and he
closed it

“An 1 opened it, 1 looked at this buck-
eyve and 1 said, ‘Mert, I'm not going to
Ohio State” And he said, You need to
hang onto that One of those doys, it's
poing to work for you." And remembor
his last » was Prophet
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Continued From Page 1

BSB begged the thoughts of coaches
and national college basketball analysta
ot Nike AllAmeriea Camp  n
Indianapolis on July 8, the day ofter
reports surfaced that Matta had accepted
the job. At the July 9 press conference
introducmg Matta and at the McDonmald's
Summer League, BSH also rounded up ay
many current players as posmble Lo get
their thoughts on the hire

A sampling of those reactions follow,

* Yahoo.com sports columnist Dan
Wetzel — “It's surprining there were any
allegations of wrongdoing in the last
adminigtration, but yow've got to feel roals
Iy good about bringing o guy like Thad
Matta in

“1 think he's an exceptional coach, an
excellont beneh conch. 1 think he's very
good ot taking different types of teams
and winning. He wins right awny where
he goes, Some coaches have to blow up o
team and take three years, but 1 think
he'll get the most out of Olue State right
awny. When you look at the run to the
Elite Eight, he had Duke right there. To
et Xavier to an Elite Eight is an iereds-
ble necomplishment

“Hu's n very serious guy. You're not get-
ting o lot of nonsense with him. I think
he'n going to represent the school and the
atate real well, There's never been o hint
of impropriety with the guy. I think (he's)
o proven winner with a elean recard,

“I think he's great. He was going to be
a Big Ten conch at some point.”

* llinois conch Bruce Weber —
“Thad came up through Xavier, One of my
old assistants, Alan Magor, left Southern
linois and went to Xavier with him, He's
o guy with a lot of energy who has had
some Instant success us o head coach. You
know you're going to have o good coach at
o school like Ohio State, and 1 know he
will live up to that.

"He's had very good success. He'n
taken some pretty good players. He'll
have o chance to work with some players
at Ohio State who are a little bit seasoned
now. I'm not cheering for hum, but 1 think
he'll do a good job”

* Wisconsin head conch Bo Ryan
—*I conchod agninst him when he was ot
Butler and also when he was at Xavier.
My firat yoar ot Wisconsin, we had to go
to Xavier and play. He's a great cooach and
a great guy. He's a student of the game
nnd he studies the game as much as any-
body I've come ncross, [ think he'll do well
in the Big Ten and he's good for the Big
Ten, He can coach. He'n developed guys.
Hin teams got better as the season wears
on, That's what I've noticed about his
toams.”

* Gonzagn conch Mark Few — “The
more your team is successful, the more
you believe in what you're doing. For me,
I'vee been in the same spot for o long time.
I've had a chance to grow and 1 knew
whatwe had to work with. For Thad, this
i# his third job in five yoars, That's tough
because ho has to integrate his aystom
again with o bunch of new guys. IUs going
to be an intereating challenge ™

* ESPN analyst Jay Bilas — “I
think that Andy Geiger made n great hire
I've boen fortunate to know Thad for a
whale. His Ohio ties and his understand-
ing of how to veeruit in that state should
pive him o running start. 1 think the
warld of him as o teacher and o conch. He

Originally Published: August 2004

Coaches Foresee Matta Fitting Into Big Ten

i o really good recruiter,

“I think at the end of the day, as long
as you get the right guy, it doesn’t matter
it takes you 10 minutes or 10 days or
two weeks. That's the important thing.
The important thing is gelting the right
jouy. 1 don't know all the tupge that were
waid in the process. But if it were me |
would samply say, ‘1 do not discuss my job
wtatus.’ That way you're not always put in
a posmition to confirm or deny anything
becnuse you just don't discuss it

“You can't hold guys to a standard of,
‘Will you take it? or ‘Are you interestod?
That's not the way it works, [ think Thad
did the right thing by taking that job, It's
o better job. T think Ohio State and
Minois are the two beat jobs in the Big
Ten. 1 don't know how you ¢ould, as o
Midwest gruy and a Big Ten guy, say no”

An for the notion that Matta's success
at XU came with players Skip Prosser
recruited, Bilos added, “You can always
detract from what somebody does. But he
did have his own players in there, Lo,
Players develop under him, They did at
Butler. He mokes kids bettor and he geta
puys to ploy together, which s a hard
thing to do. Everybody looks at basketball
an an individaal eaterprise. To get guys to
ive up their individual interest for the
interest of the team, s ensy to say but
s hard to do, 1 think Thad doca an good
 job as anybody with that.”

* Penn State conch Ed DeChellis
— “I think it's o great hare. Obviously,
Thad has had a lot of success both at
Butler and at Xavier, His teams have
made the NCAA Thurnament. Ho has
Midwest rooks. It's o great oppartunity for
him and o great opportumty for Ohio
State,

“Xavier han lost some great coaches
over the years, and Tor them, it's a tough
wituation. I don’t think it's anything
against that umiversity, Somotimes, it's
the league that you're in. 1 think Ohio
State may be one of the top 15 jobs in the
country. It's nothing agmnast Xavier, It's
just a matter of what Ohio State was
offering

* Minnesota coach Dan Monson —
“Thad has proven he can coach at the
higheat leved. He's taken toams to the
NCAA Tournament, He's competed with
the best. He's going to fit right into the
Big Ten. He's going to do o great job

“He's had some great teams here the
last couple of years. He's from the state of
Ohio. He's proven that he knows people in
that state. He's proven himself in the
ronks "

* lowa conch Stove Alford = “He's
o great guy and n good friend of mine.
He's had an unbelievable run at Butler
and ot Xavier. I'm sure he will continue
that at Ohio State. It should be a good
recruiting situation ”

O Matta moving up to the Big Ten,
Alford added, *1 played in it and T conched
in it. He knows that coming in that it is
arguably the best league in the country,
year in and year out. The big thing s
when T was at Manchester and Southwest
Mussoun State, in each leaguo you've got
games that you think will be wina at
home or on the road. In the Big Ten, you
can never go in and think that way, You
have to bring your best every might ™

* North Carolinn conch Roy
Williams — =1 was just like Thad — |
had real good players and 1 just sat over
there and clapped for them and smiled
and looked good. Thad will do n great job

there. He did a
great - joh ot
Xavier. It a great
job. 1t a hard job,
I think everybody
has to understand
that, But T think
he will do o fan-
taatie job there.

“He had a
great  run ot
Xavier oand  he

thought it was
best to loave, I'm
not one to second-
jruess somebody else. But Thad is o great
guy. The fact that we each won 100 games
in our first four years, it turned my hair
gray and his vanuhed ™

* Nebraska coach Barry Collier —
“I think it's o great job and it's a great fit
for both parties. Thad is o high-energy,
relentless type of guy, We used to have n
slogan at Butler (where Collier coached
Matta and preceded him as head coach)
which was, "We want Lo be like a bulldog
on o pork chop! Well, that would describe
Thad Matta

*I don’t know that he's a workaholic; 1
just think he's tremendously himited in
his geope of things he doea. He's got fami-
Iy that he loves and spends time with, but
he can't golfl o lick and he doesn't really do
much of anything else. He couldn't carry o
tune in a bucket. He's a basketball guy”

Collier is not surprised at Matta's fast
ascent in the conching ranks,

“He was o goy that played really hard
and smart,” he said. “He knew the game,
he konew time and seore, all those kinds of
things. He was somewhat limited physi-
cally and he also had a bad back his
senior year, Il give him that.

“He developed o passion for conching,
which I don't think he really had with the
intensity that he has now. He got that
during his first few years out, and I think
he'd probably tell you that.

“When the job opened 1 thought that
Thad definitely would boe contacted —
although you never know what road o
school would like to go down. If they
were looking for o high-energy guy that
has got the ability to recruit and coach
and implement an entire progrom and
have the academic backing, then that's
what they got.”

+ Junior post Terence Dials — “All
college basketball players watch the
tournament and hia team did really woll
— and they've been doing well the past
couple of years. If he had that success
with this team, we can become great

“He's just an energetic coach. He's
young, he relates to his players real well,
and he gets them to play real hard and
play tenm basketball. That's what Ohio
State needs nght now” i

Dinls, who served as o representative
of the tenm on the school's search coms
mittee, added that Matta's stellar record
with gradusting players may have put
him over the top

I ean tell you that was huge for the
committee,” he said,

« Junfor guard Ricardo Billings
— “It wan a long manth, We were cunous
and Teronce wouldn't tell us anything
Weo didn't know what wis going on and
wore like, "Man, would thoy just hurry
up and get someone”

“I was just happy that we had gotten
a conch and everything was sottled, At
firat | didn't know o lot about Coach

Roy Williams

Matta, but 1 know o little bit about s
track record and his teams, how tough
they were. 1 was exeited. Fm ready to go
and I'm rendy to loarn. Coach Mattn
always has good guards for ham and
hopefully we can play like that

* Freshman forward Jermyl
Jackson-Wilson — *I didn't know much
about Conch Motta coming in, but I've
nat down and talked to him a couple of
times and I'm around the office all the
Lime. He's o pice guy. T seems Like he's
going to push us real hord and get alter
it He's gunranteed us the tournament,
and now 1 think we'll make the tourna-
ment, too.

*He just aoid if we play the Ohio State
way we'll be back in the tonrnament.
That's what he keops saying — ‘the Ohio
State way' — and he aaid it's starting
right now, That got everyone excited

“Conch O'Brien wias a grent eoach, but
we got another great coach. (Hiring)
Coach Matta made up for everything ”

* Senfor eontor Matt Marinchick
— “It's a mixed fecling becouse it's real
exciting but it's o big change. There's
pomething to get acquainted to now. Thia
will be my filth year and it's o shock
what all happened, but 1 think we picked
a great guy. 1 haven't known him that
long but everything he's anying and his
attitude, ivs the right attitude to have to
having o winning penson.”

« Junior forwnrd Matt Sylvester
o= T just like it boennso it's a perfoet fit.
He's a young gay, I think he's going (o be
oany to relate to, and he's energetic and
just seems like he hos o lot of youth left
in him, From what | hear ho'a a great
conch. He took o team hke Xavier, thut
had talent but not more talent than any-
body out there, to the Elite Eight, which
i o stop away from the Final Four. So in
my eyes he's got to be o great coach ™

A product of Cineinnati Moeller,
Sylvester wan recruited by Prosser and
saud Xavier was his runner-up.

“I chose Ohio State for Jim OBrien,”
he said, *and as sad as it is to see him go,
we really hove n great opportunity and o .
groat coach in Thad Matta ~
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By JEFF RAPP
Huckeys Hports Bulletin Staff Writer

With apologies to Jini O'Brien and
Paul Biancardi, you could say no men's
basketbull conch s having o worse Lime
ot the expense of the proceedings at Ohio
Stote these days than Bob Huggrina

When Huggins didn't even receive o
phone call about the opening ut OSU
meven years ago and O'Brien got the job
instead, Huggons reportedly was put off
by the whole affarr. When many naked
Huggins why his Cincinnati Bearcats
never schedule Ohio State, he blamed the
hierarchy in Columbus,

In recent years, Huggins has lost his
next-door newghbor (Matt Sylveater) to
OSU and  also the reigning  “Mr.
Basketball” in Ohio (Jamar Butler), who
de.committed from UC and s now
enrolled at Oluo State,

Huggina probably expected his name
would come up when O'Brien was fired
June 8 and Biancardi waa linked to a
scandal involving o former player,
Instend it came off the board almost as
fast s he wan arrested for DUL that
evening and subsequently suspended by
the school, To add insult, OSU hired
Xavier conch Thad Matta, Hugans old
Crosstown Shootout nemesin

That was followed by the latest blow
Dan Peters, Huggane' longtime assistant
and beat friend in the busineas, took the
last full-time opening on Matta's stafl ot
Ohio State, OSU announced the hiring of

Originally Published: August 2004

Matta Plucks Huggins’ Former Top Aide

Poters and Brandon Miller, Matta's now
director of baakethall operations, July 19,
They were added to o stafl that already
included full-time assistants John Groce
and Alan Major,

Peters had been
serving as interim
head conch at UC in
place of Hugging,
who was suspended
in mid-June after
the drunken driving
frrest. Th accommo-
date the loas of
Peters, and to stick
to the plan to rein-
astate Huggina Aug
27, the school made the ultimate public
relations mave by tabbing former UC and
NBA great Oscar Robbrtaon as the inter-
im coach.

While Huggnns was nonplused about
losing the 60 vear-old Peters, Matta was
eeatatic to land someone with so much
experience and knowledge of Ohio bas-
kethall,

“Dan is o terrific addition to our stafl)”
anid Matta, who was named Ohio State's
head coach on July 7. “He is an Ohio guy
who has enjoyed success at virtually
every levol. He has o tremendous passion
for the game of baskethall and is one of
the great teachers in the game ®

Peters, who has spent the past five
years as an assistant and later the asse-
cinte head coach at the Univermity of
Cancmnnati, was born an Clevelond, grow
up in Canton and 18 a 1976 gradunte of

Dan Potors

Kent State. Prior ta Cincinnati, Petors
apent six sensons as the head coach at
Youngstown State. He nlso hos been the
head conch ot Walah College and St
Joseph'n College of Indiana, amassing n
combined record of 237-140 in 14 years at
those three schools.

*I am thrilled to be part of the Ohio
State stafl and have the opportunity to
work with Coach Matta,” said Peters,
“Thia is one of the top programs in col-
lege basketball and 1 can't wait to gel
ntarted. This is o great day for my fami-
Iy and me "

While Peters wans able to reflect on his
move northeast to Columbus, Groce and
Major, who gained ymmediate approval
a8 new OSU staff members, weren't
afforded the time. Groco accompaniod
Matta to the Reebok ARCD Camp in
Teaneck, N, July 8 while Major head-
od directly to Nike All-America Camp in
Indinnapolin and wos one of the first
conches to sign in at the event

Both also were on hond at the
Schottenastein Center auxiliary gym July
£ for Matta's formal introduction us OSU
coach,

Groce in considered Matta's most
trusted aide and top recruiter. The 32-
year-old Danville, Ind., native began his
collegnate coaching careor in 1993 at his
alma  mater, Toaylor University an
Upland, Ind. He got his first shot at the
Dvigion 1 level three years later when he
joined Herb Sendek’s staff at North
Carolina State

Matta hared him at Butler in time for

the Bulldoga’ Midwestern Collegiate
Conference  regular-season  champi-
onship in 2001,
When  Groce  fol-
lowed Matta to
Xavier the following
vear, Matty  mnid,
“John 15 o high-ener.
gy guy. He has
tremendous passion
for the game of bas-
kethall ™

Groce also is no
SPANZOT Lo MICCoRn
He s o perfect 11 for
11 as an nssistant in helping his colle-
e team to Lhe postseason

Similarly, Major knows what it's ke to
build momentum at a program. The 35
year-old grew up in Indianapolis, served
as o team manager at Purdue for Gene
Keady and graduated from PU in 1962
He started his coaching career an an
asgistant af Cal Lutheran and helped the
Kingsmen make the Division HE NCAA
tournament all three years he was there

With o master’s degree in education
in his pocket, Major went on to join the
wtall at Pacific and helped mold center
Michael Olowokandi into the top pick of
the NBA draft. He served ono year under
Bruce Weber at Southern Hlinois in
1998-99 and then returned to Pocilic to
atir anether turnaround undoer hend
conch Bob Thomason.

Matta hired him to XU in 2001, stat-
ingg, “Alan's a guy who brings great expe-
rnence with not only recrmting but also

John Groce

ere’s the season tickaet o
voulr favolrite colleyge taain
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Former Assistants Left In The

By JEFF RAPP
Huekeye Sports Hullatin Staff Writer

hendd coach Jim O'Brign had been fired June 8,

Mmta as O'Bden's SUCCREROF

nator Dave Egeinote

yOu can do =

Fans and followors of the Ohio Stale men's Daskotball pwo-
fram weren't the only onas who were rocked by the news thast

His own assistont coaches bad found out about a damning
deposition dleging wrongdolng by 0'Bhen and former assistant
Paut Blancandi only in Lsto Aprll —- just bafore O'Bden dddressad
The issue with athletic director Andy Galger — and nad procods
few hours notice when Geiger lowered the boom,

Geiger moved swiftly In naming agsociata head coach Rick
Doyages interim coach, but ho took an entine month to hire Thad

Sulfice it to oy that wik not o wonderful pefiod of time for
Boyages, fulktime assistants Monte Mathis and LisMonta Stone,
ditector of basketball operations Randy Shrout 60 video coonds

*Andy et with all of us and promilsed us he would 1ake core
of Us, which wis nice 10 Rear ot loft ma thinking, ‘Whnt doos that
mean® * Stone tokd BSH. 1 moean, you hav 10 go on almost ke
nothing's happened. We stil come 1o the office, mada what calls
wir CoulD andd planned 1o hastd to sl the camps (In July). Thin's all

they could sty ot Ohio State,

he sald, *I'm flattersd by it.”

As the search dragged oninto Juty
and Boyages remaingd o candidatn with
a behindthestenes interwew with the
OSU trads — the reat of the st could
only nose around about othar job opon
iNgLs and othisrwise march on in the hope

Aftor wooks of floating in limbo,
things moved quickly for thi assistants.
In 0 mattor of three days (n eady July,
Matta Inforviewed fod and acceptnd the
Joby andd hred two of his XU pselstants,

At the néws conference 1o formally
Mroduce MM 46 nead codch, Gingir
wenounced 1ot he had offered Boyages
a position within tho. athietic depantment a6 an administrator,

Boyngan accepted, although his roke had yet to be detarmined,

“Actually 1'm supposad 10 moat with Andy somotime n the
next couple of weeks 10 disouss thot,” Boyages 10 BSE Aug. 2.
I readty don't teel ike | should discuss It dght now.*

Boyages, however, S0k ho was grotafid for the consideration,

“It's agroat gesture on bis part. and I'm appreciative of 1"

However, It isn't aosy for a coach 1o got baskmball out of
his Blood, Boyages returmed to the Eagt In 1ate July for o famd

Mattn,

Rick Boyages

ly getoway but Biso to run o couple of Dasketball clinics,

“Wo plan 1o have Rick ag pact of the Ohio State Univorsity
for a very long time,” Gelger sald, “Rick (s 8 vry unique indi
vidupl and we want him 10 Stay with us. 10 fact, we Ge looking
forward 1o having him with us for as lopg as he wants to stay,”

Gaiger, however, has 10ld & couplo of reporiers and others
publicly that he expects Boyages Lo be back in coaching within
& year ond that he would ald that tansition. Boyages posted »
three yent record of 3552 from 200003 ot William & Mary, but
ho had inherited & weak program.

As for tha other assistants, postO'Bron life has been evoen
less seamless,

Mathls fronically landed o job on the staff at Xavier, but at
pods lime Stone and Shrout wene fooking for work and
Egoiholf was still walting to see i he would be refained by

Stope s o rising name In the profession with stong ties to
his native aren of Detralt, 8 baskethall hotbed. However, ho
appenis 1o be a victim of tUming right now.

“There'll be some mors movemaent in August sftar people
comae back from the rona,” he said. “I've got soma prospects
bt nothing concrete, In our profession, trying to fing & Job In
July (s tike trying to find a noeodie in & haystock,”

Gelgar roportedly offered three months severance pay 10
staflf mombats in noad, which should halp. So should (o reas:
surpnce thot they arg not alone,

The changeover at Ohlo Stale and Xovier marked the 33nd
and Jdih schools to nmme a new hiad conch since the start of
the 200304 seasonm,

.

conching and working with players, He's
worked under some great coaches and
teachers of the game ™

As he prepared for o long July on the
rond, Major told BSB thot successtul
recruiting evaluation simply is n result of
hard work

“The first thing
you hoave to identify
i skill level” he
smd. “You wont to
ace what o guy's
strengths are  and
what he's capablo of.
You hove to moke
sure you do o great
Job wiath that. Den't
just watch o guy
nnce make aure
you do it two or three
timoea. You have to make sure you're thor-

Alan Major

ough”
Dan Wallenberg, associnte director of
athletics communications at Oluo State,

anid the stafl roles had yet to be outlined
but that he was to meet with Matta the
first week of August to discuss the mats
ter. OSU hos not yet put out officinl
relenses or biog for any of the conches
other than Matta and Peters

Some expect that Peters’ role could be
mumilar to that of former OSU nssistant
Bruece Parkhall a strong teacher and
practice planner who only occasionally,
if at all, will be involved with the
recruiting process. Under relaxed NCAA
rulea, however, any of the foll-time
staflers can handle reeruiting chores so
long as they meet guidelines for evalua-
tion periods and don't exceed the num-
ber of conches allowed off campus at o
Fiven Lime

Meanwhile, the hiring of the 25-year
old Miller aa director of basketball oper-
ations could be a good sign for Dave
Egelhofl, OSU's incumbent video coardi-
nator. A Butler grad, Miller earried the
title of video and equipment intern ot
XU, but he ian't expectod to work in that
capacity ot Ohio State

While Egelhofl waits, head trainer
Vinee O'Brien, strength and condition:
ing conch Anthony Glouss and equipment
manager Brice Westfall hove trudged on
with assurances their joba are agfe. All
three alao ore involved in Olympic
nports at the umiversity.

Xavier Marches On
Ohio State wasn't the only school

adding o glut of J0-somethings to its
men’s basketball conching staff,

Xavier reaponded swiftly to the loss
of Matta by hining 36-year-old Sean
Miller, 0 Matta assistant already well-
respected by his poers and provsed for
has hikability with recruits

In fact, when Maotta addressed
reporters in Columbug July 9, Miller
already had been namoed his successor
at X171,

“Sean was our first choice from the
atart,” XU athletic director Dawn
Rogera said at a newa eonference held
at the school the evening of July 8. "Wo
woere very fortunate to have n national-
cahbor conch ovailable who also has a
clear understanding of the program and
who supports the mission of our univer-
Ly, .
“Soan hos been o big poart of our sue-
cean over the past three yeors, and 1
know he is the night choce to build on
that suceess for our future ”

“This is where T want to be” soid
Miller, o former star point guprd ot
Pittaburgh and XU's associate head
conch the past three seasons, “We're
looking forward to moving on ot

€
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Xavier”

Miller became the school's 16th
men's basketball coach and followed the
three with the most success in Pote
Chllen (20276 from 1986.94), Skp
Prosser (14865 from 1994-2001) and
Mutta (7823 from 2001-04)

The Associnted Press reported that
Miller had been signed to a five-yonr
contract, but details of the deal were not
released. Matto, who hod been under
contract nt Xavier through 2013, report-
edly was paid close Lo $500,000 annual-
Iy at XU,

Some Xavier followers berated Matta
for lenving the Musketeors high ond dry
for what was o pereeived last-minute
Jump to OS5 Matta tried to deflect the
eriticiem by proclaiming a deep affection
for XU, He nlso aaid he would work with
Miller as the two set their stafls, which
apparently was true since Bill Comar
attended Matta’s press conference but
endoed up staving on aa the Musketeers'
director of basketball operations,

“Sean and 1 are working right now,”
Matta said July 9, “Aa Sean and [ have

anid, we're n family. We want to take
care of evervone in our family and aec
what they want to do through Xavier
and Ohio State ™

Also staying within that pipeline was
Miller's hire of former OSU namatant
Maonte Mathis. Heporta had Miller
fovoring bringangz en his brother, Archie,
from Western Kentucky, but that may
have breached the achool's  policy
ngainst nepotism

Miller also hired N.C. State director
of basketball operations Kenya Hunter
as o new Tull-time nsaistant, anngged
Wake Forest assistant Chria Mack (na
former player at Xavier), and retained
gradunte aasistant Mario Mercurio

Comar, Mack and Mathis are in their
A0s while Hunter and Mercurio are in
their 208, Mothis is now the elder
atatesman of the atafl at 37

Miller, by the way, was a record-set-
ting prep atar for his father, John, at
Blackhawk High School i Beaver
Falls, Pa. Who hbroke several of his
wchool records” Ohio State point gunrd
Brandon Fuss-Cheatham

Sport Portrai

Commissions agcepted
Prices begin at $600

Michael Simpson
3318 Kizer Rd.
Usbana, OH 43078
(937) 6523901

Emaul;
msimpson @@ maim-net.com

“It takes the sport art that I've seen 1o another level. It makes you feel the
moment that the artwork has captured in o very special and unigque way ™

“"We love Mike's work, He has donated many picces 1o the College Football Hall
of Fame over the years. Our creative team has featured them in major exhibits in
our Hall of Champions. He also receives rave reviews from our visstors.”

Bemie Kish, Executive Director College Football Hall of Fame

s-The Aura of Fact and Myth

“My unique technique gives the resultant portraits a poctic quality
absent from most illustrative works.”

Progeary of bom Gk

<Jim Stillwagon
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Success Vs. Fox Gave Hartline Confidence

By ERIC LOUGHRY
Buekeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

He had heard it before, but when Brian
Hartline wan told by Dustin Fox thot he
undoubtedly had the ability to play for
Ohio State, it was all he nosded to hear.

Hartline, o recoiver entering his senior
senson ot Canton (Ohio) GlenOnk High
Sehool, the aame sthool that produced
Fox, attended OSU's senior advanced
eamp i late June

Fax spent some time with Hartline
that weekend, and Harthine had the
opportunity to go one on one with Fox,
conmdered a candidate for postscason
honors ut cormerhack for the Buckoyes.

Hartline's younger brother, Mike, the
quarterback at GlenOnk and one of Lthe
top junior QB prospects in the country,
was on hand to throw for the drill,

A decent amount of the time, he was
able to connect with his brother.

“Dustin’a on amazing athlfte, and
when | was able to go up ngainst him -
and in all fairmess, [ think 1 did pretty
docent — he reassured me how I could
play at Ohio State,” Hartline snid.

Thae vole of confidence went a long way.

*1 know for o fact that (Dustin is) going
to be playing at the next level if he just
wtays healthy,” Hartline said. “And for
him to say, You impressed the heck out of
me,” and then talk to the coaches and tell
them that (I'm) a good athlete, that meant
maore than anything to me. It reassured
me, too, that this is the place for me™

The OSU coaching stall evidently was
an impressed with Hartline as Fox. The
day after ottending the Buckeyes' nenior
ndvanced cnmp June 26, Hartline was
told by offensive coordmator Jim Bollman
that the scholarahip offer was on the way,
Soon after, Hartline verbally committed to
the Buckeyes

GlenOak head conch Jack Rose knew
Hartline had the ability to garner an
oppartunity to play major college football
as far back as the player’s freshman year,
And though Harthne knew he had ability,
it took some convineing from Rose for him
to weo he had o future in foothall beyond
hugh schoal.

Brian Hartline

After all, Hartline grow up playing
quarterback, where he played for the
Golden Eogles freahman team before
moving to running back for the varsity the
socond half of his sophomore season.

“I still, to this day, don't understand
how I did that,” he said. “And that wans a
huge diflference — going from freshman
foothall and playing at quarterback,
where you know it's the least contact
probably out of all of them, to varsity the
next yenr and playing running back,
where you get hit every single play
whether youw're blocking or running ”

It was not until last season, when

Hartline moved out to receiver, that he

began serionaly entortaining the notion of
plaving big-time college ball.

“I ot settled in at receiver, and 1 knew
that wan the position for me,” he said.
“And it came along really fast, so | knew |
could make that step”

Rose recalled amother player he
conched who didn't fully renlize his own
ability and potential: Fox. The coach svos
parallels beyond athletic ability between
the former standout at GlenOak and the
current one, "

*I told Jum Tressel that (Hartline's) cut

The Hartline File

NAME ~ Brian Harthine

HIGH SCHOOL == Canton (Ohio) GlenOak
POSITION — Wide recelver

HEIGHT, WEIGHT - 62, 174 pounds
40-YARD DASH TIME - 4 .59

BENCH PRESS — 300 pounds
GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3 80

coach Jack Rose

Snowbording,

COLLEQE ENTRANCE TEST — Scored a 21 on the ACT. He plans 10 1ake the test again 1o
Fain 2 bitter score in order Lo oblain the required PuMber 1or varous maars he might consider,

VITAL STATISTICS — Bill Kurelic of BuckeyeSports.com and The Ohlo Football Recruiting
News ranks Hortling the 14th best prospect in Ohip. He totaled 40 receptions and six
touchdowns as a Junior in what amountéd to roughly six games at recelver,

COACH'S COMMENTS — “He's humble but he knows he has ability. He's a great con
petitor. He wants to be good. He wonts 10 bo & great player (and) takes coaching. He's
kind. | think he's very sensitive to other people’s feelings.” — GlenOak High School head

HOBBIES — Hartling enjoys water sports, such as skilng and knee boarding, as well as

SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Committod to Ohio State June 28, He also was olfered
by Michigan State, lowa, Pittsburgh, Stanford and Vanderbilt,

RELAX WITH US BEFORE
AND AFTER THE GAME!

= 149 well-appointed guest rooms

« Courtyard Café — breakfast only

* Fireside Lounge for cocktalls

« Indoor heated pool, whirlpool,

exercise room

+ Complimentary USA Today newspaper

« Free cable with HBO/ESPN

* Walking distance to city’s finest

restaurants

« Pay-per-view movies/Nintendo
Conveniently located in downtown

Columbus, just minutes from OSU _m

35 W. Spring St.
(614) 228-3200
(800) 321-2211

COURTYARD.

W Marnott,
WWW,COURTYARD.COM |

out of the same eloth as Dustin Fox, the
same type of kid” Rose said. “He nnd
Dustin are so similar. You know, some-
timea 1 want to almost shoke Brian and
toll him, “You're really, really good '

“1 ased to want to do that with Dustin,
too. 1 used to tell ham, ‘Dustin, 1 don't
think there are too many plavers better
than you in the state of Ohio." They look ot
you like they're almoat in shock,”

Though Hartline entered last senson
as GlenOak's No. 1 quarterback, it was
evident to Rose in the summer that the
younger Hartline brother would eventual
Iy take over at QB that scason,

Hartline and the coaches agreed that
Mike wasn't quite randy st the outaset of
the seanon, and the plan was to have the
younger Hartline relieve hin brother ot
QB for o quarter or so the first couple of
games with Brian shifting to receiver.

The move for each became permanent
midway through the third game of the
season when GlenOak trailed Austintown
Fiteh 20-0 at halftime,

A Hartline-to-Hartline aerinl assault
ensued in the second half, with Mike cons
necting with Brinn time and time again
an the Golden Eagles waged o furious
comeback before eventually falling 28-20

“Those two are the missing pieco of the
puzzle.” Rose anid. “They get the offense
going. Fram that point on, Brian really
naw that if he goes to receiver ho's helping
the team, and having his brother play
quarterback was really helping the team.

“From that point in time, we knew wo
had to go with Mike at quarterback and
Brian was going to go to recoiver”

Drinn excollod at wideout, finishing his
Junior eampaign with 40 receptions and
nix touchdowns

Though he had played quarterhack the
majority of his football hife, he was ready
for the move, As o kid, playing in the buck
yard, he hod always preferred catching
passes to throwing them,

*Deep down, | always knew that 1 was
going to be a recoiver because 1 didn't foel
that 1 could play ot the next level as n
quarterback,” he said, *1 just didn't think
no, ond 1 was just biding my time until 1
could be o recoiver. And then T knew it
would hoppen eventunlly. My brother
eame out of the woodwark, and I was like,
“This is my time, and we made the switeh ™

His time at quarterback has benefited
Hartline at receiver, though. He realized
that he had a feel for what the quarter-
back would bo expecting in different gitu.

ations and on different rontes. Of course,
it doean’t hurt that the guarterback
shares the same last name.

“1 don’t think you ean get much more
chemistry, ot least the chemistry between
a quarterback and a receiver, than broth-
ers,” Hartline said. "And a lot of people
have to go to practice and they have three
hours a day to get that chemistry or prac-
Lice.

“Well, we get to go out in the back yard
and throw around the football for fun. And
he gets a feel for how 1 move, and my
spoed, just little things like that, But 1
also get uned to his throwing the ball, and
Just catehing it, and that kind of stull] so 1
love it I think it awesome, Its fun and |
have the privilege to he able to play with
o good quarterback.”

While Hartline will play mostly at
receiver his senior season, he moat likely
won’t play there oxchusively,

“As 1 told him, he'll probably be in
some situations where he's going to run
the football, be n running back, and we
may even look at him at quarterback,”
Rose snid. “But 90 pereent of his play this
year will be (ot receiver)”

Hartline also will play ot strongside
cornerhack on defense. He paw spot duty
in the secondary last season, coming in as
an extra back in nickel and dime packe
nges. But he will be o two-way starter for
the first timao.

He's picking up the position and had
an intereeplion in o recent seven-on-seven
serimmnge.

“T'm just getting the hang of it, but it
Just comes with experience, and it's slow-
Iy coming along,” Hartline said.

Rose was hesitant to overextend
Hartline, but the GlenOak conching staff
camo to the simple conclumion that
Hartline was clearly the Golden Eagles'
best defensive back and they had to utilize

him,

“I talked to him about it, and he's more
than willing to play it,” the conch said.

Hartline considors himsell o receiver
firat, but ho wouldn't be averse to playing
in the secondary ot Ohio State if that's
what is asked of him.

“I foel that I have the mantality of a
receiver, but if the conches honestly
think that | will be a better comer or
safoty or whatever it May be — and from
that position 1 get to the next level — 1
will give it all I've got,” Hartline anid
“But fram my standpaint, I fecl like I'd bo
a better receiver.”
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Can’t Get Coach K? Then Matta’s Just Fine

No one can predict the future, New
Ohio Stata basketball conch Thad Matta
may be a complete bust in Columbus. But
it is the view from this corner that Ohio

“ State ended up with the best man avails
able fur the job.

1 say best “aviilable® because lot's fnce
it: Conches ke Mike Krayeowski or Roy
Willinme weren't going to take the job,
The only “name” conch who would have
considered the position would have been
Bobby Knight, and his candidacy was

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

choice of Matts as Ohio State’s head man.

How Long Will He Stay?
One of the keys to building a dynaaty
= or even JUBt n strong program - is

rejectod pretty quickly.,

Buckeye fans sometimes see the head
conching job at Ohio State as a litthe more
prestigious than it might be
within the conching community. Even
under better circumstances back in 1997,
Ohio State ended up with what most per-
ceived as AD Andy Geigor's approximate
fith choice in Jim O'Brien — and that
time around, the specter of NCAA sanc-
tions against the program wis not loom-
ing

Such “nmmes” as South Carolina’s
Eddie Fogler, Georgin’s Tubby Smith and
Clemson's Rick Barnes seomed to be the
coaches at the top of the list then, with
Pete Gillen of Providence, Rick Majerus
of Utah, Mike Montgomery of Stanford,
Tim Floyd of lowa State, Xavier's Skip
Prosser, Mike Jarvis of Goorge
Washington and  Steve  Alford  of
Southeast Missouri State also linked to
the job, Then, s this time around,
Cincinnati's Bob Hugging was also men-
tioned na o possibility.

Many of the eandidates who actunlly
wnded up speaking to Geiger sceured big
pay raises from their existing employers
and the selection prnmna ultimatoly came
down to O'Brien of Boston O and
Kevin Stullings of [inow State.

No wach list of fimilinr names accom-
panied the search this time around. In
fnct, after Matta had intally sard he
wisn't interosted in the job, the selection
process seemed to be contered around
Los Angeles Lakers assistant Jim
Cleamons, Hice coach Willis Wilson, Penn
cooch Fran Dunphy and Stallings, who is
now ot Vanderblt,

While thoso four nomes were being
bandied about, T was constantly asked
who my first choice would be, Among
those four, 1 really had no choice s vach
peemed s unimpressive as the next
(though Cleamons at least was an ¢x-
Buckeye, albeit one with a dismal record
as o head coach).

Against the backdrop of those four,
Matta s an oxtremely attractive candis
date. He s young and energetic and has
n aparkling record in his briel career as o
head coach, including leading Xavier to
tho Elite Eyght ot the NCAA Tournament
luaf soason. Conung (eom Xavier, he also
haw the Ohio recruiting ties that every-
one seoms o look for in w Buckeye conch,
ties that O'Brien never scemed to fully
dovelop.

Still, the hiring of Matta doesn’t guar-
antee the coming of o basketball dynnsty
in Columbus, While the Atlantic 10 is o
fink busketball conference, the Big Ten is
o definite step up for the conch. Don't for-
jet that O'Brien also led Bontan College
to the Elite Eight and even Eldon Miller,
the season befure taking the Ohio State
job, led Western Michigon to o 263
record and o trip to the NCAAs Swoeel
Sixteen,

Neither built a dynasty at OSU.

Given the realistic list of candidates,
however, you really have to like the

o tency at the head spot. Will Matta,
nssuming he s succesa{ul at OSU, stay or
move on to what he may pcfwin an n
better position?

Since the legendary Fred lar's 18-
year tenure ended in 1976, the Buckeyes
have hud five coaches counting Matta,
Remarkably, it was the bland Miller who,
ot 10 yoars, served the longest time at
OSU of the other four, Randy Ayers last-
ed eight, O'Brien seven and Gary
Willinms three.

Williams, who never seemed com-
pletely comfortable at football-crazy Ohio
Stute, was the only onu of the four to
leave of his own volition, taking the job al
his el mater, Maryland, eventbual-
ly leading the Terroping to o national
championship,

If Matta is able to have the succeas
needed to avoud the fate of Miller, Ayers
and O'Brien, it will bo interesting Lo speo
how long the youthful conch ends up in
Columbus

A quick check of Big Ten schools from
the time of Fred Taylor's departure to the
hicing of Matta shows that only two
schools — Wisconsin and Northwestern
= have had more coaches than OSU in
that time frame. The Badgers, now led by
fourth-year cvach Bo Ryan, have had
seven coaches, while the Wildcats,
conched by fourth-year man  Bill
Carmody, have bad vix.

Michigan ond Penn State have had
the siume number of conches — five — on
the Buckeyes.

The leaders in continuity in the Big
Ten conferenco since 1976 are Indinna
and Michigan State which havo had just
two coaches each — Knight and Miko
Davis  for the Hoosicrs and Jud
Heatheote and Tom lzzo with the
Spartans, Interestingly, cach of those
schools hag been national chaumpion dur-
gz that time frame,

Minnesota und Purdue have hod three

conches and Winvis and lowa four.

Interesting Hems From '97

In researching the last OSU baskel-
ball coaching search, I come across some
intereeting tudbita from this space during
that spring of 1997.

1 had this to sey sbout Cincinnati
conch Bob Hugizina:

“It seems that Buckeye fans cither
love the guy as a potential coach or hate
him, There appears to be little middlo
iround. These strong negative emotions
from some of the fins might be o reason
Guiger olocts to look clsewhere. On the
other hand, if Geiger is looking to make a
media splsh in addition to building o
winner, Huggine might be an ideal
choice.”

Huggins quickly eliminnted himself
from the derby this time around when he
was stopped for alleged drunken driving
in gmid-June. But this description of his
potential condidacy in 1997 sounds like
the mtuation with Knight in this search.

During that "97 search, Columbus’ The
Other Paper ron an informal poll to

determino their renders’ choico as the
next O8U coach. Majerus was the leader,
followed by Cleamons. Huggins and F.J,
Carlesimo were ted for third, followed by

n tie between Alford, Jim Horrick and

“Not Huggins.”
While Geiger took heat during this
search for tuking o much time in select-
ing (I personally never felt thore wia o
noed to rush and in the end the deliber-
ate search paid oD, he took heat last
time because he seemed (o promise o
“nuine” coach and ended up with O'Brien,
little-known beyond the Enst Coast,

“I think it's Geiger, not O'Brien, who i
on the hot seat,” I wrote back then, *He's
the une who gave the inpression that he
was going after a hig-name coach. He's
the one who elected to not talk to some of
the obvious candidotes,”

Populir choices Majerus, Huggins and
Gillen apparently were never contacted
by Ohio State.

“He's the one who appeared to settle
for o conch with a record barely above
500 st his most recent job,

*Greiger has lived a protty charmed lifo
at OSU so far. Ils ambitious building
projects have been cnuse for great excites
ment. His decigion to fire Ayers and
(women's  basketball eoach) Nancy
Darsch wis met with little eriticism. But
naw he finds himsell having w justify his
recent haring.

*One thing I'm pretty sure about
that O'Brien won't spur any great jump
in seat license salea (at the unfinished
Schottenstein Center) in the upcoming
months, He's going to huve to prove him-
sell to the basketball fans of Columb
before sales really surge.

-

“If O'Brien strugpeles and sales contin.
e to lag, Gelger will be remembered ns
the one who hired him and will probably
be held more accountable than the coach
himsel”

It's funoy how both then and now,
ticket — or in that cose seat Hconge —
sales were an issue, ('Brien, of course,
led Ohio State to the Final Four in his
soecond vear in Columbus (und first 1n the
new building) and attendance soared

The Buckeves drew an averoge of
17,223 in that first yeoar and 18,702 in the
glow of the Final Four the following sea-
son, Then the dechine started, with
17,640 in 200001, fullowed by 16,600,
16,067 and last season's disappointing
average figure of 14,621, Many fans in
even that low figure appearcd to come to
games disguised os cmpty seals

Matta hos Lo not only win games hul
hopefully bring more people out to see the
Buckeyes. The good news is that he is
bound to initinlly help sales more Qian
Willis Wilson or Fran Dunphy.

Take Me Out To Alumni Night

The OSU Alumni Association and the
Internationnd  League's  Golumbus
Clippers have joined forees for four alum-
ni association events ot Cooper Stadium
Aug. 68 oagowst Indianapolis and
Dhurham,

Any fan presenting their alumnd card
can buy one ticket and receive a second
ticket of equal valuo for free, good for up
to four free tickets,

And thers will be more than just base-
ball for Buckeyes in ottendiance. On Aug,
6, the Famous Chicken will be in the
house. The game ageinst Durhoam on
Aug. 7 will ba followed by an HWA pro
wreatling show, and those in attendance
on Sunday, Aug. 8, will have a chance to
receive n Nolan Ryan bobblehead doll

For more anformation, enll
Clippers ot (614) 462-5250

the
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