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F- Y, ';Buckeyes Still
Race & In Thick Of

e To The En .Btg Ten Hunt

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Hports Bulletin Staff Writer

s

. After the Ohio State men's basket-
El team stayed in o humdinger of o
Ten race Feb. 18 by outlasting
tlike Northwestern, J.J. Sullinger
" . isted that he and his teammates
B 2 WoTO * in high spirits.”
Y The well-worn faces at the dais said
otherwise,
Terence Dials looked glazed over
r after 356 draining minutes in the pivot.
¢ damar Butler, who now is firmly in the
e l -4 polo of carrying the load at point
" Enrd moved sluggishly after logging
minutes, Sullinger, normally as
h:uncy after games as he 18 on the
oourt, was slumped over after going
#he full 40.
Listed as high an a 20-point
favorite, the Buckeyes fell behind 13-
1, built a lead to as many as 16 and let
it slip to o procarious two in the final
minutes before logging a much-needed
61-52 win. Welcome to the Big Ten,
where nothing is easy and logic starts
to alip down the drain in February and
March, sometimes taking contending

\.a - h ) tenma with it.

From left, Terence Dials, Mutt Elylvem r, Je'Kel Foster, Jamar Butler Continued On Page 6
und J.uJ. Bullinger still have plenty to accomplish this season. X

O’Brien Victorious In Case Vs. OSU

ngendn for the Columbus-based Court of Claims on Feb. 156. By

By JEFF RAPP midmorning, Clark’s ruling had surfaced in news reports,
Buckeye Hports Bullatin Btaff Writer (¥Brien and his attorneys, Joseph P. Murray and Brian K.
Murphy, now await the matter of compensation. They sued
After months of being out of the conching profession and endur- Ohio State for $3.5 million in back pay and benefits, but
ing o protracted lawsuit against Ohio State, and after a ruling that - that figure could grow by several million if interest and

other damages are awnrded. One report said the payout
could be as much as $9 million.

The university already has gone to much
expense. It hired attorneys David 8. Cupps and
Willinm G, Porter 11 from the Columbus law

firm Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP to
assist in the case, and university spokesman
Jim Lynch said the bill for outside services
wis at $436,500 an of the end of 2006,
In the end, all that legal
expertise didn’t change the fact
that OBrien’s contract called
for Ohio State officials to work
through the problem and let
the NCAA investigation play
out, according to Clark.

could land him millions of dollars and even a return to the beneh,
you might think Jim O'Brien would be testing his troublesome
back by dancing a jig.

Instead, the former men's basketball conch, once revered
for leading the Buckeyes to Big Ten titles and a Final Four
appearance, sounded somber during o teleconference Feb,
15, the day the Ohio Court of Cloaams ruled in his favor
against OSU for wrongful termination, g

Opting not to address particulars of the case, O'Brien
answered reporters’ questions vin teleconference while he
was traveling through Florida. He disclosed experionc-
ing many aloepless nighta sinee his finng June 8,
2004, and his subsequent decision to sue the
university.

He added that he hoped Judge Joseph T, o
Clark's ruling would help him put closure to
what he called “a very difficult 20 months in my
life.”

A final ruling on the case was the first item on the

Continued On Page 12
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With Two Weeks Left, League Is Wide Open

Continued From Page 1

Consider that just in the last couple
of weeks the following has happened

s League-leading lown lost to the
same undermanned Wildeats Feb. B and
fell even in the loss column with OSU,
Iinois and Wisconsin after a Feb. 18
loss Lo 10th-place Minnesota,

* lllinois appeared poised to pull into
a tie for first place Feb, 4 then promptly
lost at Assembly Hall to Penn State, a
program that entered having lost 35 of
ils previous 6 conference rond games,

* Wisconsin blew o chance to jump
back toward the top of the standings
after getting  tripped up in West
Lafayette by lowly Purdue

* Preseason favorite Michigan State
lost back-to-back league games for the
second time this season Feb. 11 and 14
and fell to 2-5 on the road in conference
play

 Michigan and Indiana stumbled
into free-fall mode, The Wolverines
were bombed at Michigan State Feb, 18
to drop their fourth losgue game of the
month, At 17-T and 7-6 in the ¢
ence, they now have to hustle
Ilmlw the NCAA Tournument. Ine
meanwhile, onee 12-3 overall and lh
contention for the league title ot 4-1,
nccepted the resignation of head conch
Mike Davis effective at the end of the
senson. Many in Bloomington wouldn't

mind 1if it were sooner; the
Hoosiers, now 13-10 and 5-7,
hove dropped five in a row
and seven of eaght.

Somehow, the team that
has stayed in the picture all
along — and hasn't suffered o
losa to a league lesser-light —
in Ohio  State, a  depth-
deprived outfit with a jack-in-
the-box for o head coach and
an offense that relies on
three-pointera the way Sonny
relied on Cher.

Aller surviving the scare
agminst  Northwestern, the
Buckeyes were still in ideal
position at 19-4 overall and 8-
4 in league play -~ a scant
half-game behind lowa

The four losses were by a
total of 15 points and include
Jan, 7 at Indiann, which was
ranked No. 16 at the time;
Jan. 156 wva. then No. 14
Michigan State in double
overtime; Jan, 28 at lowa, and

BOMNT DROCH WAY
EXCITABLE BOY — The
Buckeyes are a reflec-
tion of their animated
second-year conch, Thad

05U were to pull
that off — in M5
Breslin Center
where it hasn't won
since 1992 — it
would be another
feather in the cap
of head coach Thad
Matta,

Counting his
one-year #top at
Butler, three sea-

sons at Xavier and
last season's sur-
prising 20-win cam-
paign at Ohio State,
Matta entered the
month with an all-
time record of 48-10
(.H28) in February
and  March. The
Buckeyes are near-
ly keeping up that
pace so (ar Lhus sea-
son with o 4-1 mark
in February, includ-
ing their first road

Feb, 16 at Wisconsin, To its  Matta,
credit, OS5 was in positaon to

win them all.

Matta Time

The lone home loss of the season was
to the Spartans, o team the Buckeyes
were looking to pay back when they
headed to East Lonsing on Feb. 22 1fF

Gert tortal BUCKEYE FOOTBALL RECRUITING coverage as you
follow Ohio State through the 2006-2007 recruiting season.

Bl Hinelic s

"OHIO FOOTBALL
RECRUITING NEWS

Bonus - 2005-2006 Wrap-up Issue - Mailad Immadiately!

® nfo on over 75 Ohio players, "Featuring™ the top prospects
@ Proliles of prospects across the country OSU is recruiting
e Our popular column "Tidbits and Other ltems of Interest”
e Ger the scoop on early commits and who is leaning to OSU

OHIO FOOTBALL RECRUITING NEWS

10831 Winchcombe Dnive,

L1 $27.00 for 7 Issues (May, Aug., Oct.

Dublin, Ohio 43016

. Nov., Decombar, January, & Fabruary,

Plus our wiap up ssue from this past season mailed immaediataly)

) 639.00 Ow special 12 lssuo package includes 7 issues of the Ohlo Football
Recruiting News and & issues of our othar publication, the Midwaest Football
Racruiting News. MWFRN fosures all the tap prospects in the Big Ten states,

and complete coverage of the entite Big Ten rociuiting sceno

Issues mailed in

July, September, October, January and Fabruary.
1 45000 Owur special 16 lssue package includes 7 issues of the Ohlo Football

Raciuiting Naws, 5

wsuas of the Midwest Football Recrulting News, and 4

imsuns of our third pubhcaton, the Early Junior Recruiting News. The Ealy

Jumar Recruting Naws givies you Teature

stones on the top current junionrs

throughout the Midwaost, most of whom are already being recruited by QSU.

Mail check to above addross or order by

phone using Mastercard or Visa.

Call (614) 766-1290

Name:
Address:
City:

T

win over n ranked

team {Michigan) in
twao years and dumping o top-10 team
(1linoig) by 16 pointa,

So what is it with this time of year
thut Matta has now won 52 of 63
pames’

“I don't know,” the conch anid, 1 wish
1 did know. I think it’s just that constant
pursuit of challenging the guys to do

things a little bit better than we've done
them in the past, and maybe o little bit
maore video individually, just trying to
make each guy a little bit better but
knowing it's in the context of the team.”

While some conches seem to roll with
what they have this time of year, Matta
is never alraid to change or challenge.

Sometimes his head bobs up and
down in team huddles even when the
Buckeyes have a comfortable lead.
Against Northwestern, he played his
starters the entirety of the second half
since forward Matl Sylvester wasn't at
his disposal because of a sore back. At
Michigan, he went with seldom-used
Ivan Harris to spark the team offensive-
ly.

What never changes ia the enthusi-
asm or pursuit of excellence,

“His progame talks and stoll like
that are second to none,” Sylvester said.
“He's unbelievable, He really is”

Alter 05U played s best help
defense of the season in ahutting down
IMinois, Matta lamented the couple of
carly pussessions when his team lost its
focus. When the Buckeyes started off
iwe-cold from behind the are against
Wisconsin and Northwestern, Matta
had one instruction: Keep shooting.

Everything the players are doing i
practice 18 merely a different version of
the same methods from day one.

“We're doing a lot of the same drills
that we storted the season with, and
you're looking for the improvement in
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them,” Matta said,

“It’s funny how you take a little bit of
the past. | go back at night and 1 look at
what we were doing five years ago at
this time and four years ago at this time
« where our team was with the mind-
sot of wanting them to (improve). It
kind of all correlates together.”

While Matta seems to have o handle
on driving his teams through the tough-
ost grind of the season, he also is deal-
ing with a growing set of concerns;

For one, Sylvesater's injury could
greatly affect the dispersal of minutes,
oapecially since reserve guard Sylvester
Mayoes hos completely fallen out of the
rotation — he hasn't played in four
atraight games — and backup post man
Matt Terwilliger is considered mostly o
stopgap for when Dials needs a
breather.

Also, the program continues to deal
with an array of potential distractions
from a still-not-resolved NCAA ruling
for past transgreasions to former coach
Jim O'Brien's recent trivmph in court
against the university for wrongful ter-
mination to persistent rumors that
Mutta might be o viable candidate for
the opening at Indiana.

Ohio State fans can only hope that
the exhaustion the Buckeyes showed
after the Northwestern game was o
result of chasing Wildcats around for
the majority of the shot clock and not an
indication that all the recent headlines
are taking o mental toll,

On the surfoce, ot least, the
Buckeyes cloimed they would trudge on
undeterred.

“l haven't really put too much
thought into it,” Sullinger smd. “1 saw
on the news that Coach O'Brien won his
lawsuit, but | don't think that has any-
thing to do with us. As far as the
Indiana job and Conch Davis, 1 don't
think that has too much tie to what
we're doing, even il they throw Coach
Matta's name into that. He would have
to tell you for sure, but I doubt he has
put uny interest in that.”

Added Butler, “We really don't talk
nbout that. We try to keep that away
from ua and try to focus on playing bas-
ketball and doing what we need to do
next.”

Matta anid recently that he would
oddress the IU rumor with his players i
he felt the need. With a Big Ten title on
the line, he has no plan to bring up
OSU's serapes with O'Brien and the
NCAA.

“It doesn’t come up in practice,” the
conch said. “The NCAA stull wears on
me — I'd be lying if | didn’t say that —
but there’s nothing that | can control,
And that's the thing | continuously
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remind mysell every day when I wake
up. We can't control it, and we've got to
continue to control what we can.”

What Matta can control is preparing
his tenm for the next game, and he does
it with a focus that borders on scary,

After the Buckeyes won at Michigan
Fob. 9, the conch wouldn't divulge any
particular strategies he used ofter the
game, citing the Feb, 25 rematch with
the Wolverines, As he left Crislor Arena
with his blinders on and his mind
already on Hlinois, Matta whisked right
past U of M stars Courtney Sims and
Daniel Horton. He did stop to exchange
pleasantries with Graham Brown, but
only after the Michigan center intere
cepted him and broke him out of his
focus stupor,

Mutta's passion clearly has spurred
the Buckeyes to unexpected heights, but
it comes with a price of almost never
being able to sit back and enjoy it as it
unfolds.

“Ldon't know if I've ever had fun dur-
ing the season in my conching career
because you're always preparing for the
next game,” he said, “I say that and 1
love what 1 do, but it's not fun because
your mind's always going to the prepa-
ration, your mind's always going to
'How are we going to stop them? How
are we going to score ngainst them?"

“Hy the same token, 1 have enjoyed
this tenm, [ just want us Lo play better
basketball, and 1 know that we can.”

His inner condle always burning,
Matta manages to use it to stoke the
fires inside the Buckeyes.

“Our confidence comoes from him,”
Sullinger said. “He knows how to win,
He has the formula. He's one of the best
at it, amongat the top. We just get it all
from him.”

“He's o young guy and he's young at
heart really young at  heart,”
Sylvester added, 1 don’t know what it is
exactly, but he’s just a very good moti-
vator of people, He just knows how to
motivate, 1 think Thad would be great
at whatever he did, whether that was
being CEO of a Fortune 500 company or
o college basketball coach.”

Senlor Sond-Off

Matta, though, isn't the only thing
urging on the Buckeyes. The team fea-
tures four senior captains — Dials,
Sylvester, Sullinger and Je'Kel Foster —
who are hungry to leave Ohio State as
champions, especially considering the
tumultuous times they have endured.

“It's the conching, but we also have
four seniors who really get us into
things and keep us focused in practice
and when we're going into games,” said
junior wing Ron Lewis, whom Matta

refers to ns OSU's sixth starter. “They
really drive home the message that
we've got Lo get this win and we're not
going to slack of”

*"Having four seniors like we have
right now is helping us out greatly,” snid
Butler, a sophomore who credits his
impressive moturation this season to
backeourt mate Foster, “They've been
through this and they're really pulling
us through.”

The trinls and tribulations  the
seniors have ondured in their careers
match their accomplishments,

Sylvester, who once shared Ohio
Division I prep player of the year honors
with Sullinger, has had o roller conster
of a five-year stay including a medical
redshirt and several injuries ranging
from o balky back to & foot problem to a
gunshot wound. Dinls also endured o
medieal redshirt year and apent much of
the 2008:04 season trying to explain the
Buckeyes' shortcomings then serving on
the university’s search committee for o
new conch after O'Brien was fired,

Sullinger is a Columbus native who
spent one year at Arkansas, transferred
when the team dismissed head coach
Nolan Richardson, sat out a year, and
often has been labeled sinee s filing to
live up to his billing at OSU. Foster also
started hin college carcer elsewhere,
plaving at two different JUCOs after he
was barely reeruited. Last senson, he
was o role player who had to play
behind Tony Stockman for 20 games
before winning o starting role,

Even with all their experiences, they
are not well-versed in lofty things such
as contending for a Big Ten champi-
onship. In fact, only Dials has played in
the NCAA Tournament, and that was
sparingly as a true freshman,

“You look at these guys, and even
(J.J) at Arkansas and the careers that
they've had — this is uncharted water
for these guys,” Matta said. “That's kind
of been a theme for them, that we
haven't had a lot of guys on this team
who have been in this situation,

“You want them to enjoy the ride,
People get caught up in the end result in
early February, and it's not about that.
It's about the journey, it's about finding
ways Lo play better, it's finding ways to
come closor as a toam.”

Matta said he often motivates the
team leaders by appealing to their
SONIOF UFEeNCY.

“There are precious few games left
for these guys, and it is in the back of my
mind and for these guys,” he soid. “I
think one motivating factor is I don't
think there's a senior clags in the coun-
try that's been through what these guys
have been through. As 1 said, last year's
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aeniors helped us lay the foundation for
this program, ond for these guys its
leaving your mark on this program and
being guys that are kind of the pillars of
Ohio State basketball, and they've got o
golden opportunity to do that.”

OSU's chanees of actually winoing o
picee of the title took a hit at Wisconsin
Feb. 16 as the team couldn't hang on to
u double-digit lead. Bat when asked if
that logs was eating at the Buckeyes
more than the other three, Matta
replied, “No, because 1 think that they
understand thot we have to play better,
we have to play smarter, we have to play
harder, and we have to find ways to get
the job done, whatever it is.”

Foster said the Buckeyes left
Madison still believing they could reach
all their gpals.

“We didn't talk about it, but | think
every guy knows that we still have a
chanee,” he said, “It's not over yet, Each
team still has quite a few games, and
yvou never know what's going to happen
in the Big Ten.

“We have to go right now. I don’t
think a team that will lose five games is
poing to win the Big Ten, Our margin for
error is small right now, We understand
that”

“You look at what these guys have
accomplished thus far this season,”
Matta said, “and | think one of the moti-
vating factors is how is it going to end
and understanding full well that we are
the ones who can control how it ends,
That's the message 've soid to those,
puys: Let’s control our own destiny. Let's
not put it in somebody else’s hands "

Down The Stretch They Come

After trying to change history ot
Michigan State Feb. 22 and hosting
Michigan Feb, 256, the Buckeyes head
into what they hope will be a long and
proaperous March, The regular scason
winds up with o trip to Northwestern
March 1 and the home finale with
Purdue March 5.

That leads into the &lau‘ll 912 Big®

Ten tournament, ot which OSU's seed |

could be anywhere from first to eighth
depending upon the result of the upeom-
ing two weeks,

Matta's goal of controlling destiny,
though, is atill in place. Four wins would
guarantee ot least a share of the title
and likely would give it to the Buckeyes
outright. They see no reason not to shoot
for the moon,

“We feel that way because of how
tough the Big Ten is,” Butler soid before
lowa was upset by Minnesota. “Any
team can lose any given night. We just
know we have to win out now and play
our part and see what happens. | still
feel good about this team.”

“Last year, we had a different mind-
set,” Sullinger said. “We were tryipg to
apoil Leama’ seasons, Now teams are try-
ing to spoil our season, so we under-
stand that, You have a target on your
chest and you definitely have to bring it
every night., You have to have an us-
apainst-the-world type of attitude

The current Buckeyes haven't been
down this path before but they know it
will be steep,

“I've never been a Big Ten champion,
but to win I'm sure it's going take the
whole team and the coaching staff to
come together,” Foster said, "And we
have to play great defense. You win
championships by playing defense. The
five guys on the court have got to be like
o fist,

“If we play Ohio State basketball,
definitely it will come out the way we

want it to. If we play together, I think

we can beat anybody in the country.”
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By ADAM JARDY
Huckeye Hports Bulletin Stafl Writer

After ita Fob. 18 tussle with visiting
Northwestern, the Ohio State men's
basketball team likely had to remind
itsell that o win is a win, no motter how
ugly it might have been

The Buckeyes (19-4, B-4) overcame n

dismanl start aond a determined bunch of

Wildcata (12-12, 4-8) to keep pace near
the top of the Big Ten standings with o
61-52 vietory ot Value City Arena.,

The visitors proved to be trouble for
the Buckeyes from the very beginning
Northwestern scored. the first nine
points of the game and held the prolific
08U offense — which entered the game
tops in the Big Ten at 786 points per
game — without a field goal until just
past eight minutes into the fiest hall,

Ron Lewis' jumper finally found the
not to make the score 1323, and it come
on the Buckeyes' 13th shot of the gome.

“We came oul to start the game and
could not buy o basket,” OSU head coach
Thad Matta said. “To our guys’ eredit,
they kept defending down 9-0 and then
held them to 20 pointa in the first hall”

The Buckeyes looked listless three
days after having o four-game winning
streak  snapped  on the road at
Wisconsin, As a team, they shot 29.2
percent from the field and were a
gloomy 1 for 10 (10.0 percent) from
beyond the three-point are in the first
half.

The second hall would be somewhat
botter. After taking o slim 21-20 advan-
tage into the locker room, the Buckeyes
opened the second half on o 13-2 run o
push their lead to 34-22 with 15:04 to
play.

After o layup by Tim Doyle just under

HE Season ke o
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Wildcats Can’t Capitalize On Slow OSU Start

two utes into the secs
ond stanza, the Wildeots
didn't seore again until the
14:04 mark, enduring a 16+
minute streteh ot the end
of the first half and begin-
wing of the second in which
they scored  just  five
points, During that
drought, they went from
enjoying a 10-point lead to
facing o 12-point delicit

“They just came after us
ond we weren’t able to han-
dle’ i, Northwestern head
conch Bl Carmody said
“Their pressure on  our
guards really bothered us.”

The Buckeyes eventual-
Iy pushed their lead to 15
with  10:39  remaimng
when J.J. Sullinger scored
on layup set up by a
Terence Dials steal at the
other end, putting Ohio
State ahead 44-29.

But Northwestern final-
ly began to get going
nignin,  Led by guard
Maohamed Hachad and for-
ward Vedran Vukusie, the
Wildeats went on a 19-6
run aver the next five min-
utes and climbed back to
within 50-48 at the 6:31
mark.

The first four points of the run came
from Vukusic while Hachad accounted
for the rest on o variety of layups,
Jumpers and dunks,

But after that run, the Wildeats
couldn't get any closer than two, It was
52-50 after n loyup by Bernard Cote at
the 344 mark, but Dials, who had been
held in check for nearly the entire game,
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STRENGTH UNDERNEATH — Quiet for much of the
game, Ohio State senior center Terence Dials (34)
turned things up a notch in crunch time against
Northwestern, scoring eight of his team's final nine
points in an important 61-62 win.

scored eight of his team’s final nine
points to help the Buckeyes finally put
the Wildeats away.

“1 wasn't scoring at the rato I want-
ed,” Dinls said of his early-game trou-
Biles. *I just had to find ways to get to the
bucket and get points. | knew they
weren't a great rebounding team, so [
tricd to hurt them that way.”

Hachnd and Vukusic were the only
two Wildeats to finish with double-digit
acoring tolals, netting 19 and 17 respec-
tively,

The Buckeyes greatly benefited from
extra time ot the chanty stripe.
Northwestern was just 1 for 2 from the
line for the entire game, while the
Buckeyes connected on 18 of 30
attempts. Guard Jamar Butler led the
wiy by going 7 of 8 from the line as a
result of constantly attacking the bas-
ket.

08U did not lead until 106 remained
in the first half when o Lewis jumper
put the Buckeyes up 21-20: The score
held until the half ended,

Lewis, who started in place of an ail-
ing Matt Sylvester, scored the first five
points for the Buckeyes and hod 11 of
0S5U's 21 first-half points:

“Ron carried us there through the
stretch where we couldn't get a basket,”
Matta said. “He got inside their defense
and 1 think ended up really ignitiog us.”

Sullinger led the Buckeyes with 16
points, while Lewis had 15 and Butler
had 12, Dials finished with 14 points
and 15 rebounds despite going just 4 for
10 from the free-throw line,

But most concerning for a team that

has relied on its three-point shooting to be

effective was the output from the Big
Ten's leading long-distance shooter, Je'Kel
Foater. Afler being held o seven points
and going 1 for 5 from beyond the are
agninst Wisconsin, Foster linished with n
season-low two points on 1-of-7 shooting
va, the Wildeats, Ho missed all six thiree-

pointers he attempted.

No Buckeye hit more than
one three-pointer, and OSU
hit treys on back-to-back pos-
gessions only once, As a
redult, the team was an ice-
cold 3 for 23 from beyond the
are during the game for just
13.0 percent and shot just
470 percent overall (20 for
fid) from the field. 4

“We had good shots, and
they were shots we've made
before,” Matta said, “We've
got to continue to shoot, keep
the confidence level up and
et back with it”

With Sylvester sidelined
with o stifl’ back, Matta did
not resort to his bench for
much of the game. Only seven
Buckeyes saw playing Lime,
and the two reserves who did
play — forward Ivan Harris
and center Mottt Terwilliger

played for only five min-
utes each.

Despite the difficult win,
the Buckeyea pulled to within
a hall-game of conference-
leading lown, which was
upset by Minnesota later in
the afterncon. OSU  found
itsell tied with the Badgers
for second place in the Big Ten
with four games remaiming in
the regular season.

“We're sitting up here answering
questions like we lost,” Sullinger told
the medin after the game. “We won the
gome, Northwestern definitely plays o
different style of hasketball than most
teams, and it's effective, Its hard to play
against them.

“But we got the win and we're happy
about it. T don’t think we need a jolt at
all. We got the jolt we needed coming oflf
o loss. We gol a win and a tough win.”

wiving DYVE

Ohlo State 61, Northwestern 52

* Feb. 18, 2008
Value City Arena; Columbus, Ohlo
(] m
Northwastammln ma ma ot apl ip
Doyle 0 14 00 02 14 2
Vukusic 3 B818 01 16 4 3 17
Cote 28 38 00 26 0 4 ©
Hachad 3 915 11 49 271 19
Moore 39 38 o0 13 22 A
Junking 11 02 00 01 O 4% O
Seacal 15 02 00 02 23 O
Williams 700 00 00 Q0 1 O
Seott 8@ 00 00 01 20 0O
TOTALS 200 2488 12 831 1319 82

Percontages: FO: A14, FT: 500. 3point goals;
320, A50 (Moore 26, Vukusic 1.7, Jenking 0-2,
Seacet 02, Cote 0-1). Team rebounds: 1. Blocked
shots: 3 (Vukusic J). Temovers: 12 (Vukusic 5§,
Moore 3, Doyle, Hachad, Jenking, Scotl). Steals: §
(Hachad 2, Seacat 2, Cole, Moore)

g n "
Ohlo State min ma ma ot apl p
Sullinger 40 612 34 6T 1 2 10
Lowis 40 514 48 39 1 0 15
Cials 35 68 410 %1% 1 2 14
Buttar 38 210 78 14 3 3 12
Foster ar 17 00 14 131 2
Harris 6 22 00 11 00 2

lm'u-llliFrr % 01 00 ©01 0 0 O
A 1 1

Porcentages: FO: 270, FT: 600, 3polnt goals:
323, 130 (Sullinger 14, Lowis 16, Butler 1-7,
Harris 01, Fosted 041) Team rebounds: 4. Blocked
shots: 4 (Sulinger 2, Dials 7). Tumovers: 11
(Buther 4, Disls 3, Fostor 2, Sulkinger, Lowis),
Steals: 7 (Sulinger 2, Diasis 2, Foster 2.
Terwilligen)

Habfthme: Ohko State 21, Nodthwestam 20.
Offclals: Stocd, Skies, Banks. A: 18,500,
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OSU Goes

Kohl Down
The Stretch
Vs. Badgers

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

The lost time the Ohio State men's
basketball team had o look at Alando
Tucker, the 6-6 Wisconsin forward wos
wearing a protective mask and strug-
gling to consistently finish off plays and
droin free throws.

The Buckeyes won that game Jan. 18
in Columbus, o turning point for o pro-
gram that was dumped three times by
Wisconsin last year even though the
Badgers also were dealing with the sud-
den loss of two key reserves.

In the Feb, 15 remateh in Maodison, it
wans the No. 12 Buckeyea who wore
down, blowing a double-digit lead and
agnin failing to moke significant plays
down the streteh at the Kohl Center in
o 7873 loss. OSU hasn't won there
ginee 2000, a year the Buckeyes wont on
to win o share of the league title.

“Tucker, by the way, played ot o Big
Ten MVP level with game-high totals of
27 points and 16 rebounds, He logged a
full 40 minutes but still hod the vitality
down the stretch to hurt Ohio State
with drivea into the lane, offensive
rebounds and determined play.

“He sold programs and popeorn, too,”
Wiscongin head conch Bo Ryan told
reporters after the game. “It hod o be
fun to watch if you could just sit back
and wateh the game bacause his energy
was overywhere,”

It wnsn't fun,

however, for the

Wisconsin 78, Ohlo State 73

Feb, 18, 2006
Kohl Conter; Madisen, Wis,
fn L
Ohlo State min ma ma ol apl tp
Sylvestor 3% 613 111 01 O 3 14
Sullingar 22 00 00 O3 OS85 O
[Hals 30 1018 46 241 1 3 24
Foster 38 3 060 02 38 7
Butler 33 410 88 22 3 4 17
Hanris 11 62 00 00 00 O
Lowis 0 24 44 04 00 9
0 3

letnlhra T 12 00 141 2
[ 17 T

Parcentages: FG: 404, FT: KOS Jpolnt gosls:

417, 205 (Butler 13, Lowis 1-3, Syheoster 14,

Foster 1.5, Harris 0-7). Team rebounds: 3. Blocked

shots: Hono, Tumovers: 10 (Diads 3, Sullinger 2,

Butler 2, Sytvester, Foster, Lows). Steals: B (Foster
3, Disls 2, Syhvestlar, Lewis, Torwilligod)

e " ]

Wisconsin min ma ma ot apl tp
Chappell 16 .1-3 00 21 11 2
Tucher 40 1018 721 7406 2 2 27
Butch n 69 29 -3 1 2 17
Mivon 30 46 222 00 3 1 13
Toyloe % 30 66 00 3 1 12
Branson 200 00 0 OO0 O
Floweis 23 14 34 245 i3 B
Gutlikson T 12 01 o1 03 2
Wrabbenhoft 12 01 00 01 33 0
A 0311808 14 1

Peicentages: FO: AD1, FT: 645 3polnt goals:
014, A0 [Dutch 34, Muon 35 Powers 02,
Toylor G-1), Team rebounds: 4, Blocked shots: 1
(Chappatl 2, Tucker). Temovers: 12 (Tucker 4,
Butch 2, Moo 2, Taylor 2, Flowers, Guinkson),
Steals: & (utch 2, Chappell, Tuckes, Flowers)

Halftime: Ohio State 37, Wisconsin 28

Officlatle; Vilentine, Colling, Jansen. A: 17,142
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Buckeyes, who fell to 18«4 overall and 7-
4 in the Big Ten, dropping further
behind conference-leading lowa (20-6,
9-3) and into o tie for third place, a half-
game behind Wisconsin (18-7, 8.4),

05U led by as much as 13 in the first
half and enjoyed o 37-28 advantage ot
the break. However, the Badgers hung
50 on the board in the second 20 min-
utes with Tucker staying hot, guard
Kammron Taylor coming to life and for-
wird Ray Nixon emerging down the
streteh,

The Buckeyes were led by center
Terence Dials, who logged a second
straight double-double with 24 points
and 11 rebounds. Jamar Butler had 17
points, and Matt Sylvester added 14
points and six assists,

Center  Brian  Butch  supported
Tucker with 17 points while Taylor had
udozen nnd Nixon had 13 — 100 of them
in a fateful 12-4 run thot erused o 62.57
deficit and gave the Badgers the lead for
jrood at 69-6G6,

Nixon started his personal barrage
by hitting both ends of o one-and-one
with 5:49 to play. OSU got its lead back
to five at 64-59 with 5:10 to go when
Ron Lewis was fouled on o fast break
and answered with o pair of free throws,
After that things went noticeably sour
for Ohio State, which fell to 3-3 on the
road in league play.

The Buckeyes converged on Tucker
and made him front-rim o hook shot but
were unable to corral the defensive
rebound — a glaring problem through-
out the evening. Alforded another
chance, Wisconsin took advantage as
Nixon drilled a wide-open three with
4:38 to play, trimming the score to 64-62
to the delight of the crowd of 17,142,

“It's o great feeling when you hit a
big shot or make a great basket and you
feel the building erupt,” said Nixon, a
versatile but sometimes forgotten
senior. “So many people had dropped
down on Alando, we got an open look
because he was successful on the
inside ™

After Sylvester missed everything on
an  off-bulance 17-footer and J.J.
Sullinger lost Michael Flowers' subse-
quent air ball from the corner with only
teammates around him, Nixon atruck
again by hitting a short pull-up in the
lane, Wisconsin would finish with a 20-
2 advantage on sccond-chunce points
thanks to 15 effensive rebounds,

With the score tied ol 64, the
Buckeyes had a rare second opportunity
at the other end ns UW couldn’t control
a Dials miss. However, Ohio State
gunrd Je'Kel Foster checked bock in on
the dead ball at the 3:13 mark with four
fouls and promptly misfired on an 18-
footer. Tucker then gave Wisconsin ita
first lead since the 13:13 mark of the
first half with a pair of free throws,

The Buckeyes finally responded
when Butler drained a jumper with a
foot on the are to tie the score again at
66 with 2:42 to go, but Nixon took a
short kickout pass from Tucker and hit
another bomb ot 2:25. The Boadgers
were ahead 69-66 and never lost grip of
the lead from there,

Butler who was 8 for B ot the
stripe — made o pair of free throws but

a dageer sequence followed. The 6-11-

Buteh made a threo that danced on the
rim to give UW o 72-68 lead with 1:45 to
play, and Tucker blocked Dials on the
other end,

“He didn't look like he was going to
dunk it, so I figured 1 could just step in
and try to alter his shot,” Tucker said.

Still, the Buckeyes had a chance

until Lewis missed a wide-open three
with 39 seconds to play and OSU down
T4-68,

The Buckeyes finished with a sea-
son-low four three-pointers in 17
attempts after hitting o combined 28 of
A7 (69.6 percent) from that range in
wins over Michigun and Ilinois the pre-
vious week.

*“They did a good job of taking away
the three from us, but we helped them,”
0OSU head coach Thad Matts told the
Ohio State Baskothall Radio Network.
“We didn't move offensively and we did-
n't have the execution we needed.”

Ohio State was still sharp enough in
the first half to build the lead to 3522
with 2:23 remaining as Sylvester hit o
three off o feed from Butler. The lead
changed hands eight times in the first
eight minutes, but OSU began to build
up n cushion by lobbing the ball to Dinls
over fronting Wisconsin post players.

The Buckeyes were fortunate to have
o nine-point lead at halftime as Dials,
Sullinger and Matt Terwilliger sat out
the final minutes of the stanza in foul
trouble.

Dinls played admirably in the first
half by hitting all five feld-goal
attempts and both tries ot the free-
throw line. He then was downright
dominant in the early part of the sec-
ond half, scoring 12 of OSU's first 14
points.

However, Wisconsin begun to shade a
second defender on Dials and he did not
weore in the final 12:38 of the game.

Meanwhile, Tucker kopt plugging.
The Big Ten's leading scorer coming in
at just over 20 points per game, he pro-

ceeded to couse defensive breakdowns
with his ultro-aggressive forays to the
basket.

“He made big plays,” Matta said. “He
drives and finishes, When he's making
his free throws — wow.,

“He does a great job of moving with.
out the ball, and then when the shot
goes up he's always in rebounding posi-
tion. He got the best of us tomght.”

17 FOR 14 — Jamar Butler, shown
in action during a recent home
game, had 17 points in a losing
cause Feb, 16 at Wisconsin, The
Ohio State sophomore also went a
perfect 8 for 8 from the free-
throw line.

Wednesday, April 5, 2006
10:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

15 Year Anniversary Crystal Sponsor

Woody Hayes Athletic Facility
2491 Olentangy River Road / Columbus Ohio

+  Ciiant tailgate pany

*  OSU coaches and players

+  Mouth-watering BBQ
compliments of City Barbeque

+  Live and Silent Auctions

+  OSU Alumni Band

*  No one leaves without a T-shint!!

Honoring the 10-year Ananiversary of the 1996 Rose Baw! Champlonship Team
Due to Removations—Space will be Limited

alzheimer's % association

V180 Tremont Hoad
Colambsay, OH 43221

614.457.6003

wivwy alrheimenscentralohso org

Tickets: $75.00
Corporate Sponsarhip Avallable

SHOW YOUR BUCKEYE PRIDE & SUPFORT A GREAT CAUSE!

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION
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This OSlI Team Is Its Most Dangerous Ever At Shootmg The 3

By ADAM JARDY
Buckeys Bports Bulletin Staff Writer

As the men's basketball season winds down, Ohio
State’s assoult on the schools three-point shooting
records is heating up.

Before an uncharacteristically chilly 3-for-23 perfor-
mance against Northwestorn on Feb. 18, the Buckeyes
had made 203 three-pointers as a team, putting them
in third place for most three-pointers made in o season,
And with four regular-season games lsft along with
soveral anticipated postseason contests in the Big Ten
and NCAA tournaments, Ohio State has a chance to
become the most succeasful long-distance shooting
team ever to wear the scarlet and gray.

“We apend an inordinate amount of time shooting
the basketball in practice,” OSU head conch Thad
Matta said, 'I think that's something that we take
great pride in”

The Buckeyes have already set some new team
rocords this season. They attempted 36 three-pointers
against Florida A&M on Jan. 30, eclipsing the old high-
water mark of 35 set against Chattanoogn on Nowv. 27,
2004,

But OSU saved its best effort for its rival to the
north, On the road against Michigan on Feb. 9, the
Buckeyes connected on 12 of 16 attempts from beyond
the arc in the first half to set a school record for most
three-pointers in a half, They finished 15 of 24 in the
94-85 nationally televised victory,

“It's got to be demoralizing when we're shooting it
like that,” said senior forward Matt Sylvester, who was
shooting just under 36 Fomut for the season,
“Somoetimes you can kind of see the air go out of the
other team when we really get hot.”

Lant season’s Ohia State squad sot single-season
records in both three-pointers made and three-pointers
attempted. According to junior guard Ron Lewis, that
gave the Buckeyes the confidence necesfiary to shoot
with as much authority as they have this season.

“It is contagious,” he smd, “Last year, we broke the
record and have some tremendous shooters on this
toam. It's tough for the other team because when we're
all hitting they probably feel like they can't defond it.”

1w difficult to predict where the next trey will come
from, but three Buckeyes are leading the way from
beyond the are.

Before the Northwoestern game, OSU ranked second in
the country in team three-point shooting, hitting on 42.1
percent.of its long-distance shots, and three Buckeyes —
Je'Kel Foster, J.J. Sullinger and Jamar Butler — were
connecting at o rate of 48.5 pereent or better. 2

Of the three, Foster led the way by shooting at
49.2 r.-ru-nt clip and was on pace to become the all-
timo leader in carcer three-point shooting percontage,
wurpassing the mark of 44.6 sot by Doug Etzler from
1992-95,

In leas than two seasons, Foster has elevated him-
self to the seventh-most prolific three-pointer shooter
in OSU history. His 127 total made throe-pointers
through 23 games this season put him just 12 behind

former teammate Tony Stneknmn and within striking
distance of the all-time record nl’ 163 shared by Brent
Darby and Scoonie Penn.

After struggling for a fow gnmu duri.ng the middle
of the season, Foster exploded in o bhig way against
Minnesota. He missed his first shot from beyond the
arc but then nailed his next seven consecutive threes to
propel the Buckeyes to a 67-63 win,

In o four-game streteh in January, Foster was just 8
for 29 from three-point territory.

“The one thing about .le'Knl Mrisﬂwm is nobody
more tu_:ut than he is when he doean't play particular-
1y well,” Matta said. “One thing you know about Jeo'Kel
is there will never be a lack of effort.”

The Florida A&M game that followed that swoon
began a four-game streak in which Foster went 21 for
27 (77.8 percent) from downtown ineluding 12 in n row
at one point — another new school row:g The senior
from Natchez, Misg., has twice been named the Big Ten
Player of the Week lhia season — once after scoring a
carcer-high 28 ﬂnu:ta against fown State on Dee. 17
and again after wtbunu against Florids A&M and
Minnesota.

Despite all the accolades put up by his long-range
anipers, Matta said the three-pointer is not the only
look hin offense is designed to give.

“We don't have a play in our nyltnm that isn't
designed to got us a twmpomt shot,” he said

Foater's influence has directly affected his backcourt
partner Butler. As a freshman, the 6-2, 200-pound
point guard spent much of last season hnlh learning
from and building a relationship with Foster.

That, according to Matta, has paid dividends this
Honson,

“I think that he and Je'Kel hnd of built u bond
together, and I think it really hel Iped Jamar grow as a
competitor and a player,” the OSU coach said.

That bond has helped Butler improve on his fresh-
man campaign that saw him start 12 games but shoot
just 23.0 percent from beyond the three-point arc,
While his primary goal as a point guard is not always
to score, Butler's offensive cas has helped Ohio
State defeat Michigan and Illinois in recent woeks.
= "1 just gained more confidence,” he said. “I didn't
score as much last year but 1 really learned my syn-
tems.”

Against the Wolverines on Feb, 9, Butler scored o
career-high 20 points and was o perfeet 2 for 2 from
beyond the arc. Three days later ot home against
Illinois, he re-catablished his carcer high by scoring 22
points and hitting on 5 of 6 treys,

For his efforts, Butler was named the Big Ten Player
of the Week.

;l just fool like if I'm loft open, I can hit the shot,” he
said.

Butler was ranked sixth in the Big Ten — and third
on the Buckeyoes — in three-point shooting percentage
through Feb. 19, connecting on 48.5 percent of his long-
range shots,

That total put him just behind Sullinger, who was
part of the Buckeyes' long-range onslaught against the
Wolverines with a perfect 3-for-3 showing during that

“Liad by Je'Kal Foster, the Buckeyes nre bearng down on &
number of school records in the three-point-shooling section.
Here is a look at some of the records in reach. Statistics for this.
season are through games of Feb, 19. All team records e
since 1086-87, when the 19foot, Sinch throe point line was uni
versally enacted theoughout Division | collage basketball,

TEAM RECORDS
Three-polnters made In & season
Record: 259 (2004-06)
2008-08: 206

Thres-polnt feld-goal percentags,
Record: 418 (119285, 1986-87)
200508 408 (206:505)

Record: 153 (Bront Darby, 200003; Scoonle Penn, 1996 2000)
Jo'Kol Foster: 127

Thiee-polnt feldgoal percentage lor a cares!
Record: 446 (Doug Etrler, 199285 — 107-240)
Jo'Kel Foster: 458 (127:277)

Threo-polnters made In a season

Record: BA (Scoonke Penn, 1398-1000)

Jo'Kol Foster: 65
Thiee-polnt fleld goal percentage for a season
Record: 500 (Doug Etzler, 199394 — 17.34)
Jo'Kel Foster: .492 (65132)

. game, The Columbus native was third in the Big Ten

through Feb. 19 with a 46.9 three-point shooting per-

centage,
Afer donning a pair of white i l.lndnrrwal.h his
home uniform against FAMU, Sull had gone 7 for

11 from beyond the arc before missing three of four
agninst Northwestern. (It should be noted that
Sullinger's legs were bare ve. the Wildeats.)

The Buckeyes have seen more than just three play-
ers contribute to their record-setting three-point «
ing performance this season. In an offense that fea-
tures four guards and one big man in the middle, ﬂny-
ors such as Lewis, Sylveator and Ivan Harris
proved they can step in and knock down the long ball.

Harris scored o season-high 15 pointa against
Florida A&M hly going 3 for 6 from beyond the arc,
while his 11 points against the Wolverines came in n
apan of five minutes and helpoed the Buckeyes overcome
an early 13-point deficit.

From top to bottom, this Ohio State club has shown
opponents that the three-pointer could come from just
about anyone from anywhere on the court.

That's just fine with Matta,

“I've ot conflidence that we can shoot the basket-
ball,” he said. “Just by looking at percentages over (23)
games, I'm comfortablo with that,

“But there's no formula with it. We don't say, ‘Hey,
wa've got to make 10 lhrm in this game, and we don't
mvc them o figure and say, Lot's get ot least 20 of them
up.’ We take lhoew shots bummm we believe they're
good shota for us.”
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FAVORABLE JUDGMENT — Former Ohio State head coach Jim
O'Brien won his wrongful termination lawsuit against the university
and may be awarded ns much as $9 million in compensation for lost
wages, benefits and interest,

T\
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All That’s Left Is To
Determine Damages

Continued From Page 1

Celebrate that perfect shot

The ultimate reward for the
ultimate achievement in golf.

Custom made in Gold or Silver
Includes your name and the
date of the big event.

Call or stop by today

American Awards, Inc.
2380 Harrisburg Pike
614-875-1850
www.awardsohio.com

“They wanted this guy so much they
were willing to draft o contract that was
so beneficial to him,” Mark Conrad, a
aports-law  professor  al

olter studying the case
“He had leverage, Ohio State wanted

this guy more than he wanted them, no

doubl about it.”

Anatomy Of A Lawsult
On Apnl 24, 2004 -
Ohio State spring football game that
year — 'Brien informed then-athletic
director Andy Geiger ol a civil lawsut

one-time nanny Kathleen Salyers hod

filed against former Columbus couple
Dan and Kim Roslovie in which she dis-
closed that (Brien had made a four-fig-
ure payment to a prospective player.

Salyers also claimed that the OSU
coaching stall had knowledge she was
providing money, clothes, meals and
academic assistance to former player
Slobodan “Boban™ Savovic.

Geiger touched on those topics as he
announced O'Brien’s firing six weceks
later with the blessing of university
president Dr. Karen Holbrook, stating
that the coach had been “terminated for
cause.”

However, the crux of that cause —
namely that O'Brien was in complote
breach of his contract and NCAA rules
by admitting he wrote n personal check
worth at least $6,000 to the family of
former signee Aleksandar Radojevie —
wan disputed in court and eventually
proved to be not enough reason for the
dismusaal, according to Clark.

The judge agreed with Ohio State
that the payment — which O'Brien has
maintained throughout was intended to
be o loan breached the coach’s con-
tract but added that it was a “single, iso-

n

Fordham
University, told The Columbus Dispatch

the day of the

lated fuilure of performance” that didn’t
warrant termiunation on ils own

He added, “While plaintills conduct
prior to disclosing the lonn was not com-
pletely consistent with good fuith and
fair dealing, plantidl did make o good
fmith effort to resolve the dispute. (Ohio
Stated chose a course that was adversar.
"II »

Clark put much of the blame on
Geiger, sayving the former AD refused to
work toward o resolution or discuss the
matter with O’'Brien's attorneys

“The court finds that the d e was
reparable,” the judge wrote. “Indecd, the
court finds that with time and effort,
trust conld have been restored.”

Clark also noted that O'Brien's loan
was “for humanitaran purposes and not
for the purpose of gaining an improper
recruiting advantage.”

That gave some credence to the
conch’s Dec. 12, 20005, statement in court
that, “It was the nght thing to do
because of the circumstances of the fom-
ily.”

The 7-3 Radojevic was at a Kansas
community college when he signed with
the Buckeyes in November 1998, At the
time, hus family was back in the war-
torn region of Montenegro in the former
Yugoslavia and was dealing with the
death of Radojevie’s father and mount-
ingg medical bills,

O'Brien said he goave the money,
which camo out of a personal account, to
former assistant coach Paul Biancards
to deliver to the Kadojevie family i late
1844

The university had received o eryptie
letter from a Serbian club team coach
aaying Radojevie had played profession-
ally there, Alter investigating the mat-
ter, the NCAA notfied OSUs compli
ance office on . Feb 2, 1999 that
Radojevie was not an amatear and
therefore was not eligible to tranater to
a Division | school

O'Brien pubhely ratled against that
decision but testified that he knew all
along that Radajevie — who would go on
o be a lottery pick in the 98 NBA draft
— would never play ot Ohio State

“He had lost his amateur status,” the
coach testified. “Unless sometlhing was
going o change, he was not going Lo
play for an NCAA institution,

“We didnt get anything out of this
and 1 tald (Geiger) that T had not done it
for any other reason than to help out the
kid's family.”

Ohio State insisted O'Brien's pay-
ment was a violation of NCAA bylaw
13.2.1, claiming that Radojovic was still
technically a recruitable student-ath-
lete.

In a formal, legalese-filled letter to
O'Brien indieating he would be termi-
nated unleas he resigned by 1 pam. on
June 8, 2004, Geiger wrote, “Although
you explained that you gave him the
money Lo assist him with his fomily’s
dire financial situation in light of the
Serbian war, that reason, however
noble, does not excuse your action. In
our discussion on April 24, 2004, you
ndmitted that you knew your action was
i violation of NCAA rules, and you are
correct.”

Geiger maintained his position in
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court, as did Holbrook, who testified
Dec. 13, “The issue was tho coach hid
entered into a clear violation of NCAA
bylaws. It was considered to be o blatant
violation and an egregions violation,
and one that had no remedy.”

The program still faces seven formal
allegations of wrongdoing by the NCAA
that involve the O'Brien era. The final
ruling and announcement of any further
NCAA sanctions are expected by early
March.

Murray claimed in, court that the
imponding dealings with the NCAA
affected the university’s handling of
O'Brien, .

“Ohio State panicked,” he said. “It
panicked about the possibility of facing
the NCAA. It rushed to judgment.”

Murray did not field any questions
during the teleconference and did not
return phone messages from BSH,

('Brien, however, gave a lengthy
reaction the day of the ruling.

“Obviously I'm very, very happy with
the outcome with the decision today,” he
said. *I'm grateful for the Court of
Claims, for the decigion that they made.
But I ean’t help but say I'm tremen-
dously disappointed that this matter
had to be resolved in the manner that it
did.

“As much as it's a nice outcome for
me, I still really don't fieel that there are
nny real winners in this thing, and I sin-
cerely wish that we hadn't ended up at
this juncture.”

('Brien said he filed suit for the sake
of his personal reputation, even though
he was noncommittal about wanting to
re-enter the conching profession. He
also maintained that he ran a clean pro-
gram in his seven sensons at OSU and
in previous head conching stops nt St.
Bonaventure and Boston College.

Still, he didn’t gloat about the ruling.

“I don't know if vindication is the
right word,” he said. “It's reliel maybe
more than anything, relief that in fact
we did win thiscase, o case that we felt
very strongly about. It's relief that we're
getting closer and closer to a resolution.”

More To Work Out

Ohio State oflicials had o decidedly
different reaction.

Speculation is that the ruling on the
damages could take as long na eight
months, and Ohio State almost certain-
Iy would use its opportunity to appenl at
that time.

In a statement from the university,
viee president and general counsel
Christopher M, Culley hinted as much,
soying, “The Court of Claims of Ohio
has ruled that Coach O'Brien breached
his contract but has also concluded that
the breach was not so egregious ns to
frustrate the essential purpose of the
contract. In that respect, the court
decided that the conch’s breach of trust
did not warrant his dismigsal, The uni-
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versity respectfully disagrees with that
view,

“The next step in this process is
phase two of the trial, on the issue of
damages. The court’s present decision
will not be subject to appeal until that
phase has been completed.”

Holbrook also relensed n statement:
“As a member of the NCAA, fully sup-
porting ita values, Ohio State works
diligently to follow that organization’s
highest standards and adheres strictly
to NCAA bylaws. In this matter, we
have acted forthrightly in compliance
with NCAA rulea and in the best inter-
ests of the athleties program and the
university.”

In defense of OSU's position with the
NCAA investigation, Holbrook repeat-
edly has referred to O'Brien’s firipg —
along with the decision to sell-impose o
postseason ban on the program last
year and leave n pair of scholarships
unawarded — as evidence the school is
taking the allegations seriously,

O'Brien recently told reporters in
Chicago that it was “crazy” to defend
himself before the NCAA infractions
committee and therefore help OSU's
cause while the two entitics were
embroiled in the lawsuit.

“I have a lot of mixed emotions about
a lot of this stull,” he said.

However, 'Brien remains steadfnst
in his belief that he needed to tell his
side of the story to try to quell the
notion that he made an illegal induco-
ment to a recruit, as his loan ia often
portrayed,

“It's funny — in fact, one of the
(reporters) from Columbus asked me
what 1 was even doing (at the NCAA
hearings in Indianapolis and Chicago)
and why | was pursuing this, and 1 feel
very, very strongly that I needed to
defend myself in this,” the former conch
said, “We have run n very, very clean
program and a lot of the things that
were said were not very flattering,

“I have taken great pride in how we
attempted to deal with kids in our pro-
grams down through these years, and
never once was there the slightest blem-
ish on my reputation as a coll bas-

ketball conch, I just felt the need to have .

to defend this, and if nobody else was

going to defend me, 1 really needed to be

very proactive in trying to defend

myself. And in so doing, quite honestly,

I think indirectly | was defending the

university as well and the basketball
rogram.”

O’Brien, who appeared grayer and
thinner in court than he had in his final
days as Ohio State conch, said being out
of coaching and concentrating his
efforts on the case have taken a toll. He
said he tried to pass time by staying in
touch with friends and other coaches
and attending high school games in the
Boston arca,

Other than that, he couldn't come up
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with much,

“1 know what | haven't been doing,
and that's sleeping,” he said. “Perhaps
it's hard for people to understand, but
this has been on my mind in the very
last thought I would have going to bed
and the absolute first thought 1 would
have waking up in the morning, and o
lot of hours in between,

“I've had a lot of sleepless nights and
this atufl has been on my mind, and the
disappointment for how this whole
thing got played out has not gone away.”

O'Brien opted not to speculate on
whether he would have been willing to
sottle out of court, which happens o vast
majority of the time in sports contract
cases,

When asked what Ohio State could
have done differently, he said, *I have
no comment on that. They did what
they did, We responded the way that we
responded. I can't speak for them as to
how they felt they needed to approach
| A

The former conch did, however, talk
about where he standa in the court of
public opinion,

“People are going to feel about mo
how they feel,” he said. “What 1 do know
is that 1 have had tremendous support

fram the people that are very, very close
to me and that has been the most reas.
suring. How anybody else responds to
this, 1 really have no control over that.”

He later added, “My reputation in
this business has always meant a lot to
me, and without question that has been
soiled, That to me has been the most
damning because | can go get another
Job. 1 ean always replace some lost
income — you would think, anyway
but the thing I've always told my play-
era is your eredibility and your reputa-
tion is of the utmost because oneo you
lose that, it's hard to get that back.”

O'Brien also dealt with a ready, two-
part question: Does he desire to conch
ngain and does he believe he will ever
et that chunce?

“We'll just have to play it by ear and
see where it takes me,” he amd. “If |
would get an opportunity to coach, if |
want to coach, I'd go from there. I'm
really not sure about those.

"We'll see how this thing plays out. |
guess there's more work to be done. I'm
Just really hopeful and optimistic at this
point that both the university and
mysell, we can somehow find o way to
put this behind us for the benefit of all
of us.”
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Next Year’s Next Year. Enjoy The Current Team

Why ie it | get the feeling that some
Ohio State baskethall fans are so blinded
by the future of the program they are not
enjoying this scason as much ns they
should?

The Buckeyes ore challenging for the
Hig Ten regular-season title for the first
time winee 2002, when they finished in a
fowr-way tie for the conference crown

They seem oll but assured of an NCAA
Towrnament bid, barring some sudden rul-
ing keeping them from postseason play.
And with the competitive nature of play in
the Big Ten, league schools nlways seem
woll prepared for the Big D p — at lenst
one conference team hos made the Final
Four in five of the last seven years —— so
the Huckeyes have a chance to make somo
noise if they make the towrnament for the
first time in four seasons,

But not only is this Buckeye team
doing well, it is fun to wateh. They hustle.
They have a solid force inside with Terence
Dinls. And with their uncanny ability to
drain the three-point shot, they are never
out of & game, ns was proven recently at
Michigan

In o battle of ranked teams, OSU
trailed the Wolverines 21.8 out of the gate,
The Buckeyes would then put on o three-
point display — including muoking 11 of
their final 12 shots from beyond the arc
before intermission — that allowed them
to come back and lead ot halftime and win
the game by nine points,

The Buckeyes are a group of guys that
it’s fun to pull for, Many of them have sur-
vived some really tough times. They expe-
rienced two down years, n sudden coach-
ing change alter allogations that left the
program i turmoil and o selfimposed
postsenson ban last season after new
conch Thad Motta finally got the team
back on trock

They have absorbed it all and just kept
winning.

And all this from a bunch of players
who were not thot highly regarded to
bejin with. There, | believe, is the réason
some Buckeye fans are seemingly looking
past this year's club to next senson and
beyond. People are so blinded by the “Thad
Five® led by everyone's No. 1 high
school player, Greg Oden — that they just
assume even bigger things are in Store for
the Buckeyes next season

Those game fans may be forgetting just
what the team will be losing. In seniors
Terence Dinls, Jo'Kel Foster, J.J. Sullinger
and Mait Sylvester, the Buckeyes will be
losing four of five starters. They will be
giving up more than 59 percent of their
scoring and nearly 63 percent of their
rebounds,

More importantly, perhaps, the
Buckeyes will be losing a tremendous
amount of leadership. In fact three of the
seniors — Dials, Sullinger and Sylvester
— are in their fifth year around the college
game. They know the ropes,

There is no guarantee next year's
freshmen will be up to Big Ten par on the
court immedintely, and it would be unfair
to expect them to fill any leadership void.

CGreat reeruiting classes are never o
guarantee of future success anyway.

When 1 first started following Ohio
State as o cub reporter back in the 1970s,
Eldon Miller brought in o class for the
ages that also wag built around one of the
best prep centers in the country in Herb
Willinms, That recruiting clnss featured
six players: Willinms, Marquis Miller,
Kenny Page, Todd Penn, Carter Scott and
Jim Smith,

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

The scenario in 1978, Miller's second
yenr, was o little bit different in that
rather than replacing o bunch of talent os
the Buckeyes must next season, the
“Miller Six” were Glling o talent void from
teams that had been 620 in Fred Taylor's
last season and 9-18 in Miller's first yoar
in Columbus,

Willinms, Page and Smith all broke
into the starting lineup that frst year and
the Buckeyes improved to 16-11. Thatls o
good turnaround, but not the type of
record people will be looking for from OSU
next season. The Millor Six wound up
miking it to the then-smaller NCAA field
only once in their four years, In 1979-80,
with Kelvin Ransey from the recruiting
class phoad of them and Clark Kellogy
from a couple of years behind them, they
posted o 21-8 record, defeating Arizonn
State in the Big Dance before losing to
UCLA.

By the time the group reached its
senior year, it slumped to a disastrons 14-
13, still one of the most disappointing sea-
song in Ohio State baskethall history,

Williams proved to be the real deal,
leaving OSU ns the school's all-time lead-
ing scorer and No. 2 rebounder (to the leg-
endary Jerry Lucas) and going on Lo o long
career in the NBA, Smith was a four-year
starter, and Seott was a three-year starter
who finished his stay in the school's top 20
N KCOTIng.

I'enn, listed at 5-9, was probably too
small for the Big Ten but still cracked the
starting lineup for an extended stretch as
n sophomore, Miller was with the team for
oll four years but, hampered by injuries,
had little impact. Page looked strong as a
freshiman, scoring 12.3 points o gume, but
was gone after just one weawon for report-
ed disciplinary reasons,

My point in all this is that there are no
guarantees, rogardless of how good o
recruiting class might be. So let's savor
this year's Buckeye team because it is
truly a bird in the hand.

Losing In Court Of Opinion

Jim O'Brien may have won his wrong-
ful termination lawsuit, but if one of the
rensons he pursued his case was to pros
teet his reputation, [ think that horse in
long out of the barn,

Firat of all, I should qualify all of this
by saying that I really liked O'Brien and
was stunned and felt somewhat betrayed
when all the stories started coming out
about the goings-on in the program dur-
ing his tenure at Ohio State, O'Brien
appears to have won his case on what
seom Lo bo technicalitios,

While the final NCAA findings have
not been relensed, no one secms to be dis-
puting that O'Brien gave money to
Aleksandar Radojevic. It seems disingen-
wous of the coach to claim the “loan™ was
OK because he knew Radojevic was not
an amateur when, at the time, he was try-
ing desperntely to get the big man eligible
for the Buckeyes, Funny how you change
your tune when you are trying to win a
court ense rather than an eligibility fight.

Regardless, as athletic director Andy
Geiger smid ot the time of O'Brien's dis-
missal, "Its Recruiting 101" His conch
had to have known that giving Radojevie
the money ~ even as o lonn and even for
humanitarian rensons = was 0 nono.
That he didn't reveal giving the money for
severnl yenrs seems to further damage his
credibility.

And that doesn’t even take into consid-
eration the case of Boban Savevie, whose
stay ot Ohio State appears to be littered
with NCAA violations and would seem to
indicate a lack of control or oversight on
the part of O'Brien and his stafl,

In faet, if Dan and Kim, Roslovie had
paid Kathleen Salyers the money she
alleges she was promised, we — and Ohio
State and the NCAA — would probably
not know about any of this and O'Brien
might still be canch, though the program,
for whatever reason, seemed unfortunate-
Iy to be heading in the wrang direction.

SIGRAPHICS

Intentionally or  unintentionally,
O'Brien did plenty to harm his own repu-
tation. There’s no need to blame Ohio
State for that, T wish him the best and
say thanks for some great years here, but
perhaps he needs to take a little more
responsibility if he wants to set o good
example for his former players and win
back the hearts of Buckeye fans who once
praised him,

As for Ohio State, it's beyond me why
they didn't settle with him at the time of
his dismissal. [ certainly don’t know why
they didn't settle with him once he
brought suit. All of those high-priced
Inwyers had to have seen that he had a
good chance of winning his case, ,

1 also sympathize with the position
that Geiger and Ohio State were in.
Knowing the extent of the possible violo-
tions and knowing how the NCAA works,
they had to feel that dismissing O'Brien
wiis best for them in the long run. Their
quick action along with the sell-imposed
postseason ban last year are the corners
stones of their case for leniency from the
NCAA, Keeping O'Brien around would
almost certainly have hurt that case.

Forget nbout the lawsuit. This s one
situntion where there are no winners,

Box scores don't always tell the whole
story in basketball. Bul several recent box
seores from Ohio State women’s basketball
games seem to tell a lot about Debbie
Merrill,

Agninst Towa on Feb. 12, the senior fors
ward scored 17 points, pulled down nine
rebounds and hod seven nesists against
one turnover, At Minnesola four days
later, she had 10 points, seven rebounds,
eight assists and no turnovers. Now that's
contributing in all fncots of the game,

For the season, the transfer from
Cincinnati a8 fourth on the team in seor-
ing, second in rebounding, second in
blocked shots, second in steals and,
remarkably for o forward, tied for first in
nsmists, That takes o lot of pressure off nll-
everything Jessica Davenport.

You have to wonder what it would have
boen like to have Merrill for all four sen-
sons, Let's apprecinte hor for the ene sea-
son we do have.
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