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J.J. Says Goo

By Mark Rea

All-American baskethall player Jim Jackson bid
Ohio State a tearful farewell May 6, announcing that
he would leave school a year early to make himself
eligible for the National Basketball Associntion draft.

“I have mixed emotions,” Jockson told reporters
during a nows conference at the Woody Hayes Athletic
Center. “Here at Ohio State, we have been like a family.
(Head) Coach (Randy) Ayers been like a father fig-
ure. My teammates have boen very great and understanding.
The conching stafl has really helped me out a lot.

“I had n lot of mixed emotions, but it was really time for me to
move on, get a better feel of mysell and a bettor appreciation for the
of baskotball,”

Jackson was n)n.;m'wd !]]rmu,]mul most of the news conference until he
enught a glimpse of teammates Jamaal Brown and Mark Baker. Then, when one
reporter asked him how he would like to be remembered at Ohio State, Jackson's syes
l"'l":"‘i to watar.

“I"d like o be remembered just for being a team player,” he said, his voice cracking. *I've
got my two teammates over here, Jamaal and Mark. 1 love you guys. This is n tough decision, but "
I want them to remember me for how much [ lave them. [t's tough right now. These are not tears ~
of anger, they're tears of joy because of how much respect [ have for them. I just want them to remember a
me for the type of person I am, not just what I did on the court. That's secondary in hfn I tried to go out
every night to do things to win. T didn't have %o score, I wasn't hﬂ;';:ml down by sc saw Jamaal or Mark
g off, I got them the ball. Th hu“ much | care for them as a team and as people, and that's how I want people
to ramember me ns a team player.

Jackson will be .um-m!u-n d not enly as a team player, but nlso as one of the top players ever to play basketball at
LJ""(J State. A finalist for the college basketball player of the year and two-time Big Ten player of the year, Jackson
finished his Ihr-‘l' -yonr caroer as the fifth-loading scorer in school history with 1,785 points. He also ranks 32nd on the
all-time Big scoring list with 1,077 points in conference play. Jackson wound up third in OSU career threoe-
point goals (82), fifth in total field gonls (686), seventh in askists (372), tied for seventh in steals (147) and eighth in
scaring average (19.2 points per game). His 718 points during this past season was the fourth-highest single-senson
total in OSU history. He also finished second in single-senson three-point goals (44), sixth in total field goals (264)
and ninth in steals (53).

Twice chosen as Ohio’s “Mr. Basketball™ out of Toledo Macomber-Whitney, Jackson was an instant hit with Ohio
State basketball fans. As a freshman, he started all 30 games for the Buckeyes and led the team in scoring, nssists,
sto und minutes played. He wos the consensus selection as Big Ten freshman of the year after setting a team
freshman record for points with 482

The following season, Jackson again led the team in scoring, steals und minutes played, leading the team toa
Big Ten co-championship, the Buckeyes' first conference title in 20 yeara, He rose to the top of the college game
during a nationally televised double-overtime victory over Indiana in which he scored a career-high 30 points,
rabbed a game-high 11 rebounds and passed out six assists.

Last season, Jackson became the first Buckeyo since Dennis Hopson in 1987 to lead the team in both scoring
and rebounding. He averaged 22.4 points and 6.8 rebounds, in addition to 4.0 assists per game. He led the Buck-
eyes to n second straight Big Ten championship, earning another Big Ten player of the year award and a second
(‘-lrlmr!'\lll\'l' Silver Basketball, awarded by The Chicago Tribune and symbolic of the Big Ten's most valuable
piayer
; Hp-ul ulation now centers around which one of severnl NBA franchises will select Jackson. The Orlando Magic
are expected to select LSU center Shaquille O'Neal with the first pick in the draft while the Charlotte
Hornets, Minnesota Timberwolves and Dallas Mavericks follow with the second, third and fourth selections.
Buckeye Sports Bulletin will provide more details upon Jackson's departure from Ohio State, including ex-
cerpts from his news conference ns well as reaction from teammates and projections of the NBA draft, in the
following pages of this issue
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Jackson’s Decision Was Correct

Two weeks before Jim Jackson an-
nounced to the warld that he was leav-
ing Ohio State early to pursue a profes-
sional basketball career, I wrote that 1
could not think of too many arguments
for why he should have stayed.

Since that story ran, it has become
apparent to me that there are many
arguments for why Jackson should have
stayed in college one more year.

Many of those who pointed those
arguments out to me railed against my
suggestion that Jackson would have
been crazy to turn his back on what will
likely be several million dollara for a
few yenrs of work.

One well-meaning fan went so far as
to say that the reason I wanted Jackson
to leave was that | was a graduate of
the University of Michigan, (I'm not
sure how this rumor got started, folks,
but, for the last time, | am not a
Michigan grad.)

In any event, most of the Ohio State
fans were understandably upset that
Jackson would play any less than four
years for the Buckeyes. I den't like it,
either. | would enjoy watching Jackson
play for another season, serving as a
bridge from the graduated seniors who
resurrected the OSU program to the in
coming freshmen in whose hands they
leave their legacy.

But Jackson is not coming back and
he has every right not to,

To be sure, Jackson owes a great
deal to Ohio State, not the least of
which is a free education the last three
years and a chance to display his
talents to  nationol television's
audiences several times,

In a perfect world, there are no hard
choices to be made. In the real world,
those choices must be made every day
Jackson made his, and [ continue ta say
it was the correct one under the circum-
stances.

Had the Buckeyes had n legitimate
chance at the Final Four next year, |
would have my doubts. Certainly they
have a chance at the Final Four next
season. Michigan proved what five
talented freshmen can do. But how
many times has that happened before? |
doubt that it will happen again in the
foreseenble future.

Had Jackson had an uneven season,
instead of just an uneven NCAA
Tournament, [ would have my doubts,
But he did not have an uneven season.
He had a superlative year, leading the
Buckeyes in scoring and rebounding
and finishing second in steals and as-
sists. Those who make the argument
that his NCAA Tournament perform-
ance somehow tarnished his season
make a hollow argument.

Had Jackson been on time to gradu-
ate, I would have my doubts. A good
student majoring in business, Jackson
simply could not take enough hours per
quarter to remain on track to receive
his diploma in four years. Very few
student-athloetes can. That's why the
NCAA allows five years of oligibility.
Those who argue on this point are fool.
ing themselves. Had Jackson roturned
for his senior senson of basketball, he
still would have had to leave school be.
fore graduation for the NBA.

*nll'll there are those who believe
that it is just plain wrong to succumb to
casy money in lieu of staying in school
to get that diploma.

Here's just one example for y-n:.
niversity,
majoring in law, You're sitting in your

Editor’s
Notebook

with Mark Rea

dorm one dony when a guy from a
prestigious New York law firm knocks
on your door and offers you the follow-
ing:

Forget about finishing school and
having to pass the bar exam. We've had
our eye on you for the past couple of
years and we believe you'll make a
groat assot to our firm. We are prepared
to offer you a guaranteed five-year con-
tract, at $2 million per year, What do
you say?

How many would say, “No, thanks.
Keop your money, because I'm going to
stay in school.” How many more would
say, “Where do | sign?”

To be sure, that's a simplistic view of
the way things are. But it would also be
rather naive. to believe that most
people, faced with such circumstances,
would choose to stay in school.

Unfortunately for most students,
those circumstances do not  arise.
Fortunately for Jackson, they did arise
and it would have been illogical for him
not to have taken ndvantage of the
situntion.

And as tho Buckeyes' basketball for-
tunes continue to prosper under the

guidance of head coach Randy Ayers,
OSU fans will have to get used to the
fact that the top players will no longer
finish their full slates of eligibility.

It is not inconceivable that Lawrence
Funderburke could leave for the NBA
next year if he has a productive 1992-93
season. In fact, nearly all of the players
Ayers brings into the program next {all
have the potential of shining so brightly
so quickly that the NBA will become at-
tractive to them in a short period of
time.

It will take a period of adjustment
far Ohio State fans to learn to live
without Jim Jackson, just as it took
time to adjust 30 years ago to life
without Jerry Lucas.

But the beauty of college baskoetball
is that there will always be someone
elso to come along. At Ohio State, we've
boon rather [fortunate. We've had
Jimmy Hull, Robin Freeman, Jerry
Lucas, Gary Bradds, Kelvin Ransey,
Herb Williams, Clark Kellogg, Dennis
Hopson and Jim Jackson. When one
star says goodbye, there always scems
to be another ono just over the horizon
to come and take his place.

We should not bemoan Jackson's
departure. Rather, we should revel in
the foct that we got to witness his
talents for three years, be happy that he
has the chance of a lifetime ahond of
him and remain anticipatory of the next
great Ohio State star, whoaver he may
be,
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Opportunities Just Too Much For OSU Star To Pass Up

Jackson Makes It OfflClal_l He’s Going Pro

By Mike Wachsman

Even though the outcome was one of
the worst-Kept secrets on campus, noth.
ing was official until Ohio State basket-
ball star Jim Jackson announced at a
press conference May 6 that he was
Eoing to turn pro.

Reading from a prepared statement,
Jackson aaid, "After conversing with my
family, friends and other support
peaple, 1 have decided to make mysell
eligible for the 1992 NBA draft. I'd like
to thank Ohio State University for ans-
sisting me and furthering both my
athletic and academic careers.

*I would also like to thank my fam-
ily, teammates, coaches. | lock forward
to coming back and finishing my school
work in the summers to finish my doe-
gree toward business,”

Thore seemed to be little suspense
surrounding the decision, which Jack-
son said he made some time before he
called the press conferencas.

“I had my decision for quite n while,”
he ndmitted. “But I felt I didn't have to
rush into anything as far ns making an
announcement because | wanted to re-
search a little bit more before I really
jumped into it. After | met with some
people concerning the NBA and the
prospects of where I might go in the fu-
ture, I think [ weighed the pros and
cons and did what was best for me.

“When 1 look at my career at Ohio
State, | asked myself, ‘Do I feel I did the
best [ could do, did | aecomplish many
of the things [ wanted to? The answer
was quite simple, Yes, I did.”

During the season, Jackson had
given an almost unequivocal "yes®™ when
nsked whether he would return for his
senior season at Ohio State.

*l seriously was meaning to come
back,” Jackson said. “During the season
I felt that no mntter what the outcome
was, wo could be a better team next
year. But at the end of the season when
I weighed my options and saw what the
outlook for the future was, that is really
what made me lean toward coming out.”

That outlook of the future, coupled ly need it, but they made a lot of

Jim Jackson shares a light moment with Ohio State head coach Randy Ayers prior to Jackson's
press conference to announce that he would forgo his senior season with the Buckeyes and make
himself eligible for the NBA draft. Also pictured are Jackson's parents, Sandra and James, Jackson
is expected to command a multiyear professional contract worth between $10 and $20 million.

with the opportunity to pay his family
mombers back for the many sacrifices
they made, was too much to pass up.

“A major part of why I really wanted
to come out was Lo ]wlp my fnmi]}' out,”
Jackson said. *Not to say that they real-
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sacrifices to me when I was younger to
help me got to where I am now. [ think
that was a major factor in why [ chose
to come out.”

The way Ohio State head coach
Randy Ayers saw things, it was only a
matter of time before the decision was
mada,

“To be honest with you, I think this
has been a two-year decision,” Ayers
said. “Jim and his family and I sat down
in January of 1890 and [ felt at that
time Jim really needed to come back for
his junior year.

“After that, we talked again in the
fall and then in the winter, and [ really
folt we neoded to walt until after the
season, woigh the pros and cons, but |
folt at that time he had to make a deci.

sion. 1 felt all along that Jimmy was
ready to go. All along, I felt Jimmy was
in n win-win situation.”

Ayers said that Jackson benefited
from his third season as a colleginn,

*There was some speculation among
the public that he might go after his
sophomore year," Ayers said. “Certain.
ly, with Jimmy being good friends with
(former Georgin Tech and current New
Jorsey Nots player) Kenny Anderson,
and the fact that Kenny was leaning
toward coming out as n sophomore,
Jimmy got m fow gquestions in the
tournnment when we were in Dayton.
He knew how I felt about him complet-
ing his sophomore year and coming
back and having a solid junior year,
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whieh he had., He worked hard in the
summer and did thot,”

Even though the decision appeared
to be u relatively ensy ono for the 6-6
Teledo native, nothing could be further
from the truth.

“Being from n winning program, it is
tough to leave,” Jackson said. *But I
looked at myself, and that's the most
important thing right now. [ had tobe n
little selfish where the decision was con-
corned. I think the program is headed
in the right direction. It's more like a
challengeo now, and I have to gear up for
that. There are guys in that league
(NBA) who have been around for n
while, s0 now | have to lenrn a little
bit.”

When asked whether it was tougher
to lenve Ohio State or to make the deci-
aion to attend OSU, his anawer cama in
n split second.

“To leave, most definitely,” Jackson
said. “In high school, to be honest with
you, when | was a junior and somewhat
in my senior year, I never thought
about coming to Ohio State. But then
whon 1 sat down with Coach Ayers nnd
saw which way the program was going,
1 said this is the best opportunity for
me., | can take what I've learned here
and that should help me in the future.”

That future appears to be paved with
gold as he awaits the NBA draft in late
June. It is expectod that Jackson will bo
chosen somewhere within the first half-
dozen picks, with many experta alotting
him fourth with the Dallns Mavericks.

But before he becomes n star in the
NBA, Jackson knows he needs to raise
his gnme a bit higher.

“It will be tough in the NBA,” he
said. “You've got guys with double your
talent that you have to competo against.
And sometimes it's not the talent, but
thay have the mental capacity, they've
booen there and they know what to do. It
will be hard, but with the work ethie
that | have, the transition can be a lot
smoother.”

By the same token, Jackson sees
himself as & atudent of the game and he
knows the course of auction he needs to
take.

“I'm the type of person that, avery
summer, [ break down my game and I
try to improve on everything,” he said.
“Once you stop improving on every
aspoect of your game, you start to lovel
off and people start to cateh up with
you. I'm going to have to be atronger.

“I'm going to have to have the mental
mind set more than anything else. The
NBA game for rookies is more mental
than anything else. You have to adjust
from playing 30 games to playing 82
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games in the regular season, and if you
make the playoffs, more than that. It's
more of a mental adjustment than any-
thing else.”

And where does Jackson see himsell
ticketed in the professional game?

“Maybe tho one or two (guard posi-
tions),” he said. *T'1l have to work really
hard on handling the ball a lot more,
But as [ get into it, I'm such a hard
worker that, no matter whore they put
me on the court, Il be able to adjust.
Il have my ups and downs working in,
but with the kind of personality 1 have
and with the people around me, I can
hopefully overcome that and become n
pretty good basketball player,”

During the press conference, there
were n couple of whimsical moments,
such ns when one reporter, speculating
on the kind of money Jackson would
earn, asked him how it feels to be in
line to make $12-14 million for four or
five years.

*l don't know becnuse I don't have
it," Jackson said. "Ask me when | have
it and I might be able to better answer
your question.”

There were some poignant times as
well, such as when Jackson was nsked
how he would like to be remembered at
Ohio State.

“T'd like to be remembered just for
being a team player,” he said. “That’s
the most important thing I'd like to
leave hereo.”

Then, whon he caught sight of team-
mates Jamanl Brown and Mark Baker,
Jackson paused, dabbed at his eyes and
continued.

*I've got two of my teammates over
here. I love you guys,” he said, his voice
breaking with emotion. “This is & tough
decision, but 1 want them to remember
me for how much [ love them.

"It's tough right now. These are not
tears of anger, they're tears of joy be-
cause of how much respect | have for
them. I just want them to remember me
for the type of person [ am, not just
what 1 did on the court. That's
secondary in life. I want them to know
how much I eare for them as a team and
as people, and that's how 1 want people
to remember me.”

When all the questions had boon
asked and the lights nnd cameras had
long been put away, Jackson was asked
what kind of effect Ayers had on him.

“Coach taught us on and off the court
to bo the best person we could be,” he
said. “He basically told us there's life
after basketball. Sometimes you don't
want to hear that, but you can see ex-
amplea of it, like the people out in the
streots. The things he says makes you
want to be the best person you can be.”
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Bucks React To Jackson’s Announcement

By Todd Harrell
When Jim Jockson made the an-
nouncement he would leave Ohio State
early to ploy basketball in the NBA,
overyono who follows the Buckeye bas.
ketball program was affectad by the im-
poct of the decision,

Undoubtedly, the people who will
foel the impact of Jackson's loss the
most will be the OSU players lucky
anough to have played with Jackson
and whe now have to deal with the
prospect of playing without him next
)‘l‘llr.

The returning players had varied
reactions to Jackson's leaving, but all
seemed to feel the team will eventually
function well without him.

Senior guard Alex Davis thought =

Jackson's cholee to go to the NBA and
oarn millions of dollars was the correct
one.

“When he made his decision, it was
not a surprise to me,” Davia told ASH. "]
felt he was ready to go. [ mean, he had
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accomplished everything at Ohio State
except for winning the national cham-
plonship; so I think he just felt it was
time to go.”

Having lived with Jackson during his
freshman year and also sharing the
court with him during the 247 minutes
he logged this past season, Davis proba-
bly knew Jackson ns well as anybody on
the Buckeye squad.

“I learned a lot from Jim my fresh-
man year,” Davis said. “Over the years,
I think he has handled himself very
waell, He has handled the distractions of
dealing with the fans and the media
very woll, while at the same time be-
coming the great ballplayer he is
today.”

Davis said the opportunity to watch
Jackson up close, at work on the basket-
ball court, was a real pleasure.

“To watch him in nction every night
wns amazing,” he said. “He could do so
many things on the court. He could play

TIME
IT'S
EE

virtually every position on the floor at
any time and the passes he made were
just unbelievable. He was just a great
player, and 1 think you only get to play
with great players like that every once
in a while.”

" Another player able to see Jackson in
nction up closo was junior forward
Jimmy Ratliff. He was Jackson's back-
up at the forward spot for the Buckeyes
and was put in what some would call an
unenviable position during Buckeye
practicos — guarding Jackson every
day.

Ratliff says he is glad to have drawn
that very distinguished duty.

“l learned a lot from guarding him
evory day and by doing that, it just
made me work that much harder,” he
said. “Because of Jim, I think I have im-
proved a lot over the last two years. He
made overybody better when he was out
there practicing on the floor.”

For sophomore point guard Doug
Etzler, guarding Jackson, on the scout
team when Jackson played at the point
position wns an eye-opening experience
early in the season,

"It was a very differont experience
for me,” Etzler said. *I always looked up
to Jim Jackson, having seen him on TV.
So, as a froshman, [ was kind of in awe
of him at first. Later in the season,
though, guarding him just beeame an
everyday thing."

For senior Tom Brandewic to see

Jackson doing amazing things in prac-
tico wns not n surprise.

“lI was able to play with him and
watch him a few times when we were
both in high school,” Brandewie said.
“So when ho would do somothing nmaz-
ing in practice or in a game, it was not
surprising to me. It was more like,
Well, OK, that's just Jimmy.'"

Most Buckeye fans reeall seeing
some of the amazing moves Jackson dia-
played in game action, slicing and
dicing, tossing and turning with the
baskotball ns he went to the hoop for &
BeOTe.

RatlifT recalls a play that would
amaze him in practice.

“Jim has really big hands and he can
palm the basketball just right,” Ratliff
explained. *When he's about to shoot
the ball, you think you're going to block
it, but he would then just palm the ball
right out of your way. To do that is
much harder than people think.”

Last senson, the Buckeyes were eriti-
cized at times for having only one
weapon — Jackson — when it came
down to “crunch time.”

According to Ratliff, though, Jackson
did not mind getting the ball late in the
action with the game on the line.

“I think he liked that,” Ratliff said.
“He looked at that as a challenge and he
wanted to accept that challenge of being
the go-to man in the clutch for us.”

Davis also said other team members
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did not mind Jackson being the focal
point of the offense down the stretch

*It did not bother us beenuse Jim had
earned that respect,” ho said. “And
what was great about Jim was that at
times he would be double-teamed and
would find n way to get the ball into one
of us, Down the stretch, we were protty
good in our own right, as our record in.
dientos.”

Davis also stressed the point that
Jackson being on the court helped the
Buckeyes as a unit mentally ns well as
physically.

“You always had confidence on the
floor when you played with Jim Jack-
#on,” he said.

But the returnees are not the only
onos who were impacted by Jackson's
presance this season.

“It's boen great playing with Jim,"
sald team captain Jaman! Brown. "Only
a fow people come along like that in a
lifetime, and for me to be on a team
with him while he became n superstar,
that was a great feeling.”

Point guard Mark Baker, whose spot
Jackson likely would have tuken huad he
stuck around, waa also touched by play-
ing with the Toledo native,

“I've known Jim since befora wo
came to Ohio State,” Baker said. *I've
always had a certain type of respect for
him. Jimmy has been the type of person
who wanted to do the right thing, no
matter what it was. He always wantas to
win. You want to surround yourself
with players like that.

“The thing that really impressad me
about Jimmy was that he got nll the
fame and glory when he eame here, but
he never lot that get to him. Every day
after practice, he was always the one
staying the extra hour to work on
things. I was impressed with Jim."

Ohio State head coach Randy Ayers
was  also Impressed with Jackson,
saying he was the hardest-working
player he has ever been around.

“I could sit here and talk forever
about Jimmy,” Ayers said, *but the
things that impressed me the most were
his class and his work ethic. Jimmy has
n groat work ethic and is a program
player. The great players not only take
care of themselves, but make everyone
else mround them better, and I think
Jimmy did that here for three years.”

Ayers admitted there will be needod
adjustments next season without his
star player.

“The area where we're going to miss
Jimmy the most is leadership,” the OSU
head coach said. "He would have been n
great influence on these young kids
coming in. In addition, with Jimmy and
Chris Jent being ecssentially swing
players, we became pretty much of a
pressure team that could come out and
guard anybody on the perimeter.
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“We'll be taller next year, and one of
our conecerns will be to find out if we can
maintain our pressure without giving
up the court.”

For next season, the Buckeyes have
to adjust to the post-Jackson era. To do
s0, all the returning Buckeyes agree the
team will have to spread the ball
around the floor quite n bit more next
season.

“We will be n good team, but without
Jimmy around to stop up and be our go-
to guy, it will take a lot of time," Ratliff
said, “It will take a lot of hard work, but
in the end, 1 feel we will be all right.”

Davis believes next year will not be
easy for the Buckeyes, but he reminds
peoplo the team has played well without
Jackson before and ean do it again.

“People forget that we didn't have
Jim for our tour in Europe last summer

and we did pretty well there,” Davis |

said. "It's going to be tough because we
are so used to going to him. We will just
need all five starters to step up and pro-
duce.”

All the Buckeyes wish Jackson well
in his pro career and Brandewie per-
haps summed it up best concerning how
the team will remember Jackson.

“We were all friends and we will al-
ways be friends,” he said. “Jim was
closer to somo guys than others, but
overall we (the team and Jackson) will
always, in some ways, be closely re-
lated.”
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RULES AND RATES: 20 eents per word,
10 cents for more thon one insertion, Mini-
mum order of $5. No agency discounts, Make
checks payable to Buckeye Sports Bulletin,
We accept Visa, MaaterCard and Discover.

All ads are uniformly sef with the first two
words set in boldface capital letters at no
charge. However, no other words may be set
in boldfoce. Anyone planning a larger or
more distinet ad may receive our od rote card
upon request.

We reserve the right to request additional
information or merchandise be submitted
[from advertiser prior lo acceptance of an ad,
and we reserve the right to refuse advertise-
ments considered objectionable,

Deadling is one week prior to publication
date. Call (814) 486-2202 or wrile P.O. Box
12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212,

F()UTH:\LI. 3 st for coach-
ing libraries. 'Dm'l-lupin“ the Quarterback.”
Tips, techniques and drills to help develap
the high school passing quarterback. 25 page
text, $10. ZDS, P.O. Bax 666, Arlington, Ohla
45814,

08U FANS, help turn Ohio Stadium Into a
sea of scarlet thin fall. Get your *Touchdown
Towels® now! Theso are 11x18 terry towels
with the words *Touchdown Towel® and »
football imprinted. $85.50 cach, 5 or more
$5.00 each. ZTowels, P.O, Box 666, Arling-
ton, Ohlo 45814,
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ZSTAT for the IBM PC. Tracks and reports
offensive rushing, passing and recelving.
Prints reporta and summaries for individunl
games and year-to-date on a player-by-player
basis. Pulldawn menus, color or
monochrome, and nlce data entry screens,
Greal for high school stals. $29.95, ZSTAT,
P.O. Box 668, Arlington, Ohlo 45814,

0SU WOOD clocks, sizes 9" square, outline
State of Ohio, 1-12" thick, quantity 100
availablo on closo-out basis. Phonoe (513) 542-
3386,

SPORTSCARDS SETS for sale. Baseball
and football. 1970-1985. Prices 20% below
book. Call (614) 8643703,
]-'IHII]NG (-IMRTI\.RB Enjoy a relaxing
day on Lake Erie with a courteous and expe-

rienced guide. Parties of six or less, (419)
797-2421

BUYING SPORTSCARDS. Baseball, foot-
ball, basketball. Immediate cash paid for col-
lections of any size. Condition important.
Call (614) B64-3703,

SAVE THOUSANDS of dollars in Intorest
by lowering your mortgage rate, Reflnance
your st or 2nd mortgage and oblain cash.
For information on current rates call: The
Mortgage Banc (614) 4367800 or 1-800-580-
29

onsignment j‘ll'l-u;um
Got muimurn value for your cards at n mini-
mum cost to you, Let our shop sell your cards
for only a 20 percent commission. Call Box
Seats, (614) 861-2273. Ask for Bob,

ATTORNEYS AT Law: Business and corpo-
rato, tax, family, personal injury, probate
and estate planning and criminal flw by
competent attorneys at reasonable rates.
Froe Conauluuil;‘l GOLDI'.N MEIZLISH &

arkshop offers PC lnd
Mudnlolh training in over 40 soltwaro pro.
grama. Other servicea Include consulting,
programming and desktop publishing. Call
(614) 487-9505 for class dll.nl and times,

MIRROR WALLS. ermr'l 100' x48" x U'i'
882 vach. Great for exercise rooms, Can
deliver, can install, (614) 623.0147

PROTECT YOU 'hurrw or business the in-
expensive way with professionnl alarm signs
and decals. Used by professional alarm com.
panies everywhere. The look of an alarm sys-
tem without the expense. Send $21.96 (in-
cludes 1 wign, 4 decals, shippiog and hand-
ling) to: Alarm Signs, P.O. Box 18077, Ca-
lumbus, Ohilo 43218,

'I' l:. ECTURE to groups of 20 or more
on how to make $2,000 a month betting on
thoroughbred horse racing, For [ree
brochure, write or call: Atlantic City Sports,
P.O. Box 645, Columbus, Ohlo 43216. (614)
4806-5409,

05U CHAMPIONSHIP Basketball Year-
book, commemorating Ohlo State's first Big
Ten championship in 20 yoars. Includes

recap and box score for all games, features
on all players, complete statistics and much
more, A perfect way to remember the excit-
ing 199091 moason. Send 83 (includes
postage and handling) te Cage Yearbook,
P.O, Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio 43212
KARATE IS a sport with pu e. The way
it was meant to be taught: Im:?ulllllll one-
on-one Instruction, established school, expe-
rienced instructor, concern for you and your
fitneas goals. Family fun, safe. FREE TRIAL
for sell evaluation. Il you have wanted to
study karate, call (614) B66-3005 for appoint-
mant, Now s the time

A COLLECTOR pays cash now, Wind-up
record players. Clocks, tube radios, musie
boxes, jukeboxes, bookecases, taxidermy.
Antique furniture, Top $8$, 436-5262,
LEARN TO fy. Alrplanes & helicopters. In-
treductary Nlight lessons, sightsecing Nights
& gift certificates avallable. T-Alr Helicop-
ters, Darby Dan Airport, 7353 W. Broad St.,
(6 H} 870.0001.

(-OI F]"Ilb TIIAVLI. u'uldo l.uucn and de-
scribes every golf course in Ohlo. $5.95 each
plus $1.50 shipping (87.45) to RSG Publish-
ing, Ine., P.O. Box 612, Plymouth, Michigan
48170, Crodit cards call 1-800-223-5877, Also
available for Mich., Ind., Il & Minn/Wis.

‘HONFY I-'OII mllrgn Gr-nl-. u:hnl-r-htp:.
to pay for your education. No nge, income or
GPA requirements. Call (614) 236-0249 or
write: Money for College (B), 4162 Doney
Street, Cnlnrnhun Ohiu 43213.

NU JOB lw IlI‘Iil" I’linlinj{. Inl;’l!:ll Dry
Wall, Roofing, Flooring, Docks, Fuucw.'l, Ete.,
Landscaping, Tree Service, Call 888.59165,

BSB PUBLISHER Frank Moskowitz and
other members of the Buckeye Sports Bul-
letin stall are available to spenk at your busi-
neas, social or alumni group moetings. In.
formative and fun, Call (614) 486-2202 for
details.

UNTJ\I'I.‘FD S('"Ol.M'ISIHP money and
grants. Available to anyone regardless of age
or GPA. Guaranteed results. For free Info
packet, call (614) 486-6161 or write P.O. Box
14882, Calumbus, Ohio 43214,
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Barring Trade, J.J. Figures To Go To Minnesota Or Dallas

Jackson Expected To Go Quickly In Draft
NBA Draft Order

By Mark Rea

Jim Jackson will trade in his scarlot
and gray uniform next fall for one with
different colors. Most experts figure the
primary colors on his new working
clothes will be blue and green, but a
last-minute trade could make it purple
and gold,

Blue ond green are the primary
uniform colors of both the Minnesota
Timberwolves and the Dallas
Mavericks, teams which figure to draft
Jackson when the NBA holds its college
player selections June 24 in Portland,
Ore.

However, thore have beon rumors
circulating lately that have the Los
Angeles Lokers making inquiries as Lo
what it would take to trade for an early
selection in order to take Jackson.

In the annunl lottery held between
the 11 teams that do not make the NBA
postseason playolls, Minnesota got the
third selection and Dallas received the
fourth pick.

The Orlande Magic won the lottery
und will get the first overall selection,
They figure to use that first pick to get
LSU center Shaquille O'Neal, a 7.2,
300-pounder the team hopes ia the sec-
ond coming of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,

Facing double and triple-teaming
most of the senson, O'Neal atill
managed to avernge 24 points ond 14
rebounds for the Tigers, helping them
into the second round of the NCAA
Tournament before they bowed out to
Final Four participant Indiana.

Comparing O'Neal to the NBA's all-
time leading scorer is putting the cart a

VAV

bit nhead of the horse, but Orlando
hopes he ¢an approach AbdulJabbar's
early career successes. Coming out of
UCLA for the 1969-70 season, Abdul-
Jabbar helped lead the Milwaukee
Bucks to the NBA championship in just
his second season.

The fact that the Magic will soloct
O'Neal is a forgone conclusion.

*Somoebody said whoever won the lot-
tery, the village idiot could make the
pick,” Magic president and general
manager Pat Williams told BSB. “You
win with great players who can do great
things. There are n handful of that type
of player, and you don't see them
traded.”

If there is no trade, there shouldn't
be much surprise about the second se-
lection in the draft, either, Georgetown
center Alonzo Mourning should find his
new home with the Charlotte Hornots,
ownars of the second pick in the draft.

“Barring any flaws, we've got to fill a
void with n defensive presence, and that
means it's more toward Mourning,”
Hornots head coach Allan Bristow told
BSB. *“We're 95 to 96 percent certain,
but I don’t want to say definitely.”

Rumors have been heard, though,
that the Lakers are considering a player
package to offer to the Hornets in ex-
change for their second pick. Included
in that rumored package is longtime
Lakers forward Janmes Worthy, who
first achieved stardom in college at
North Carolina.

Charlotte would also reportedly
receive at least one more proven player
from the Lakers roster, posaibly another

Selection order for the first 10 teams in the first round of the June 24
NBA draft along with final 1991-92 records and needs:

1. Orlando Magic (21-61)

2. Charlotte Hornets (31-51)

4, Dallas Mavericks (22-60)
5. Denver Nuggets (24-58)

6. Washington Bullets (25-57)
7. Sacramento Kings (29-53)
8. Milwaukee Bucks (31-51)
9. Philadelphia 76ers (35-47)

10. Atlanta Hawks (38-44)

North Carolina alum, Sam Perkins, or
ane or two future draft choices.

Worthy" was the Lakers' top scorer
this past season and his return to North
Carolina would be n marketing bonanza
for the Hornets. Meanwhile, the Lakers
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Need big man to complement guards Scoit Skiles and Nick Anderson
Marquee center would augment this year's top rookie Larry Johnson

3. Minnesota Timberwolves (15-67)
NBA's worst record, Wolves need everything. Report is they like JJ. a lot
Looking for protection in case guard Fat Lever (knee) can't come back
Scored with cenfer Dikembe Mutombo last year. Eye backcourt help this time
Poird guard, deep threat needed to take burden off Michael Adamy
As with so many other teams, franchise big man could make difference
How much longer can the Bucks rely on Moses Malone in the pivot?

Needs depend upon whether or not Sixers make trade involving Barkley

The right player could make this ieam a confender again next season

would be able to select Jackson, a
player known to be coveted by team vice
prosident Jerry West, and one who
could learn under the tutelage of Magic
Johnson, regardless of whether Johnson
remains retired.

Should the Lakers not be able to put
together a package attractive snough,
the Hornots are expected to go ahead
with their plans to select Mourning,
leaving the Timberwolves and
Mavoricks with the next two picks.

Many experts have predicted Jack-
son will be among those two salections,
but there are plenty of other talented
players to choose from,

Christinn Laettner of Duke, the col-
lege player of the year and lone non-
professionn]l selected to the US.
Olympic team, is an attractive selection.
Other top prospects include Todd Day
and Les Mayberry of Arkansas, Byron
Houston of Oklahoma State, Harold
Miner of Southern Cal, Don MacLean
and Tracy Murray of UCLA, Walt Wil.
linms of Maryland, Robert Harry of Ala.
bama and Tom Gugliotta of North Caro-
line State,

The ‘limberwolves, owners of the
NBA's worst record this past season,
are on record ns saying they like Jack-
son. Personnel director Jim Brewer, a
former star at the University of Min-
nesota, has called Jackson the best all-
around player available in the draft.

But the Timberwolves also need a
big man and the 6-11 Laettner could fill
that need.

CALL THE
BSB HOTLINE
(900) 896-0666

*The objective is not to go through
another year like we did,” Timberwolves
hend coach Jimmy Rodgers told
reporters at the NBA lottery selection
last month. “1 want to move out of this
lottery, and we'll use all means to do
that.”

Salecting fourth are the Mavericks,
who are also in search of a dominating
center, someone who can take the bur-
den off former OSU star Herb Williams,
who will be 35 years old next season.

But the Mavs would also like anoth-
er guard to go along with Derek Harper,
Fat Lever and Rolande Blackman.
Despite the fact the members of that
trio remain productive, they are all over
30 years old. In nddition, Lever suffered
n knee injury that limited him to just 31
games this season.

In fact, Blackman told The Dallas
Morning News in its May 18 edition
that he was convinced he would be re-
placed in noxt year's lineup by Jackson.

“It's great for the Mavericks' fran.
chise beeause Jim Jackson is going to be
o tremendous player, and I assume that
is who they will take,” Blackman said.
“But I don't think it's so good for me. [
really don't expect to be in Dallas next
BéAsON.

“I'm not saying that Il ask to be
traded, But they're going to have to give
Jimmy Jackson a substantinl amount of
time so that he can develop into the
player thay think he'll be.”

Bluckman led the team in scoring
this past senson, averaging 18.3 points
per game. He was the subject of trade
rumors last year involving the New

York Knicks.
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Mavericks vice president of basket-
ball operations Rick Sund said that his
team has not decided on the fate of any
players, either present or future.

“1 don't talk about trades,” Sund told
BSB. *We don't even know who we're
taking with our pick, so it's too early to
talk about that."

Sund did say that Jackson “has a
chance to be a star in this league® and “I
really like his leadership” before con-
firming Jackson would be one of three
players the Mavericks would host for
workouts prior to the draft. Laettner
and Miner are the other two,

The fifth selection in the draft will be
made by the Denver Nuggets, the only
team in the top five that will not be
looking for a big man. The Nuggets
grabbed Dikembe Mutombo last season,
and Mutembo turned out to be one of
the top rookies in the league.

The sixth selection belongs to the
Washington Bullets. They will be fol-
lowed, in order, by the Sacramento
Kings, Milwaukee Bucks, Philndelphia
T6ers and Atlanta Hawks.

After that, it's the Houston Rockets,
Miami Heat, Denver Nuggets, Indiana
Pacers, Loa Angeles Lakers, Los
Angeles Clippers, Seattle SuperSonics,
San Antonio Spurs, Detroit Pistons,
New York Knicks, Boston Celtics, Phoe-
nix Suns, Utah Jazz, Golden State War-
riors, Loa Angeles Clippers, Portland
Trail Blazers and Chicago Bulls,

The New Jersey Nets and Cleveland
Cavaliers do not have first-round selec-
tions this year. The Nets previously
dealt the 13th pick to Denver, while the
Cavs shipped the number 25 selection
to the Clippers.
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By Mark Rea

A retrospective regarding the college career of Jim Jackson
could begin with any number of the 93 games he played for
Ohio State

But the game in which Jackson alevated his own status
from good to one of the best was the double-overtime thriller
against Indinna played Feb. 17, 1891, in St. John Arena.

During o contest that fans continue to talk about as though
it were played yesterday, Jackson led the Buckeyes on a blood-
pumping rush at the end of regulation.

The game was tied on 22 separate occasions and the lead
changed hands 21 different times. The momentum swayed
back and forth throughout the entire contest.

But when the game was on the line, it was Jackson who

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

responded. Ohio State trailed Indiana 78.76 with seven seconds left
in regulation when Jackson took the ball, dribbled three-quarters of
the court to the lane, and laid the ball in ovor IU's Eric Anderson
and Matt Nover to send the game into overtime.

Then in the second overtime period, with the game tied at 95,
Jackson stepped forward again. Taking the ball down the court, he
took n route to the basket similar to the one that had earned him the
shot at the end of regulation.

This time, though, Anderson came up more quickly to defend, pre-
venting Jackson from penetrating into the lane. The Buckeye star
simply stopped and flipped n short pass to teammate Treg Lee, who
caught it and pul up a virtually uncontested six-footer with four sec-
onds left to give the Buckeyes a 97-95 victory.

Jackson scored what was then a eareer-high 30 points in the game
and also posted team-high totals in rebounds (11) and assists (six).
He nlso played the peint guard position for much of the game after
Mark Baker injured his ankle less than 10 minutes into the contest.

The game put the exclamation point on a stellar career for Jack-
son.

Ohio State head conch Randy Ayers once said, "Jimmy is just a
specinl player, I feel very fortunate to have had a player of his
talents during my first three years ns a head conch.”

Buckeye fans ochoed Ayers’ sentiments. They felt very fortunate
to have witnessed Jackson's exploits on the court for the past three
seasons.

The 6-6 star, who came to the Buckeyes from Toledo Macomber-
Whitney High School, helped to resurrect Ohio State basketball
when the Buckeyes were floundering around in the middle of the Big
Ten pack.

A three-time All-Ohio selection and recipient of the state's first
two “Mr. Basketball” awards, Jackson led Macomber-Whitney to a
26-1 record and the 1989 Division I championship. As a senior, he
avernged 30.1 points, 11.0 rebounds and 6.5 assists. He finished his
prop career with over 2,400 points, was named to several prep All-
American teams and pllsj'('d in both the Dapper Dan and McDonald's
all-star gamos.

Before Jackson arrived at Ohio State, the Buckeyes hadn't won n
Big Ten championship since 1971 and hadn't even finished in the
conference’s upper divigion in four seasons,

He was an instant hit, helping OSU to a 17-13 overal] record and
its first berth in the NCAA Tournament in three seasons.

That first senson, he earned Big Ten freshman of the year honors
after starting all 30 games and leading the Buckeyes in scoring, ns-
sists and minutes played. He also tied for the team lead in steals,
His 482 points that season set a freshman scoring record at Ohio
State, and he led the team in scoring in 14 games and topped the
sqund in rebounding seven times.

That season was only the beginning for Jackson. The following
year, ns the Buckeyes welcomed back their entire team for Ayers'
second season, Jackson often saved his best for last during the
team's drive to the Big Ten championship. The final few minutes of a
game came to be known simply as “J.J, Time.”

Jackson scored 211 of his 356 points (59.3 percent) in conference
play in the second half. During those outings, he shot 55.2 percent
from the floor and 78.6 percent from the foul line after halftime.

He scored eight of the team's final 14 points in a home win over
Towa, then matched that performance two days later in a victory at
Michigan. Five days after that, his seven-for-seven shooting in the
second half helped put away Northwestern easily.

Later in the season, he scored eight points in the final four
minutes of a 66.59 victory over Purdue, totaled eight of the Buck-
eyes’ final 16 points during an 81-65 win at home over Michigan and
collected 20 of his 26 points in the second half to help overhaul Min-
nesota for a 63-62 victory.

This was the shot that sent the Indiana thriller into overtime

As a tribute to his excellent play, Jackson was selected as one of the members
of the U.S. basketball team that competed in the Pan American Games in 1991,
Ho played both guard positions for the U.S. team and was the squad's leading
scorer until he suffered a stress fracture in his left foot nnd missed the final two
games of competition.

When the 1991-92 college season rolled around, Jackson was fully recovered
from the injury and proceeded to pick up where he had left off the year before.

He continued his penchant for starring in the late stages of games. Leading the
Buckeyes to a second consecutive Big Ten championship, Jackson scored 56.6 per-
cent of his conference points in the second half, shooting 53.56 percent from the
floor and 84.3 percent from the line alter halftime.

Among the top outings during “JJ. Time" last semson were three non-
conference games. He totaled 14 of his 24 points in the second half to help OSU to
an 82-75 victory over Cal-Santa Barbara. Ho then scored 22 of his 28 points in the
second half; including 18 in the final :f' minutes of regulation and the overtime
period, in a 79-77 loss to Southern Cal. Later in the season, he had 14 of his 21
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points in the second half during o losing effort to
Seton Hall.

In the conference, Jackson had 14 second-half
points in a 68.58 win over Michigan, 22 in the second
half during an 86-72 win over Wisconsin and 16 in a
94-63 victory over Minnesota. Also, during the Buck-
eyes’ two lossos to Indiana, Jackson totaled 18 points
in the first halves of those contests and 37 in the sec-
ond halves.

Thres times during the season, he was named the
Big Ten player of the weok. That gave him seven
such weekly awards in his career, more than any
other player since the awards began.

For the second straight season, Jackson was
selected as the Big Ten player of the year, becoming
the first player to repeat since Scott May of Indiana
won the 1976 and 1976 awards,

He earned first-team All-American honors from
The Associated Press, United Press fnlcrnu!iurmf,
Basketball Weekly, the Basketball Times, and
Scripps-Howard News Servico. He was o finalist for
both tho John Wooden and James Naismith college
player of the year awards and one of only four college
players considered for the U.S. Olympic baskethall
tenm. Christian Laettner of Duke, Alonzo Mourning
of Georgetown and Shaquille O'Neal of LSU were the
others, with Laettner getting the nod.

Perhaps more important than those awards was
the praise he received from coaches against whom he
played.

“Juckson is a great player,” said Indinna head
conch Bob Knight. “He's one of the three or four best
players I've ever seen in our league. He's one of those
rare kids who can really play, obviously knows he
can play, and has a lot of confidence in his play and
doesn’t act like it. I think the kid is a hell of an ex-
ample of what a great college player khould Bb. Ho's
ns good an example for kids to emulate as I've seon
in the Big Ten."

After his team absorbed a 78.-62 loss to the Buck-
eyes, n game in which Jackson had scored 26 points
and grabbed 11 rebounds, Ohio University head
coach Larry Hunter said, *1 think the mark of an ex-
cellent player is how his teammates respond to him.
They not only look to him to lead them, but they
elovate their gnme because of him. Jackson is that
type of player, He oxcels so much that he appears to
inspire his teammates to nchieve a higher level of
play.”

lowa head coach Tom Davis watched Jackson play
against his Hawkeyes for three seasons and
managed only two victories in six tries.

“Juckson is the kind of player you wish you had
on your team,” Davis said. “He is so versatile that
you can't concentrate on one thing. Plus, he is very
strong. 1 haven't seen them all, but he certainly must
rank among the best in the country.”

Minnesota head coach Clem Haskins, who
defeated the Buckeyes only once in six games Jack-
son played against his Gophers, stated simply,
“Jimmy Jackson, [ feel, is the best basketball player
in the nation. Not only is he the best basketball
player in the Big Ten, he has
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Then, of course, there was the Indiana - " | « my vote for college player of
game in which he scored 15 of his 30 points in OS! l Top 1_0 Career BaSketball Scorers the yL:nr.' o
the second half, ineluding the basket that tied dells . "" Perhaps Ayers summed it
the game at the end of regulation. up best when he stated, “I
Juckson later helped the Buckeyes to the NAME POINTS YEARS GAMES CAREER AVG. BEST SEASON think Jimmy has boen so good
Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tournament and {E::'ri:"’f_r ﬁ\nﬁzrtll‘;zi?r}::&:
IR S At 08 A W 08 Dennis Hopson 2,09 198487 125 168 958 (1987) Ho has worked hard, both in
rebounds per game. Along the way, he be | willi 2011 1978.81 ; 17, 7 A
came only the fourth player in OSU history to erb Williams | . 114 4] 617 (1979) practice and on his own, to
top the 1,000-point mark in just his second Jerry Lucas 1,990 196062 82 243 710 (1960) make himsell the talented
season. The others were Jorry Lucas, Dave Kelvin Ransey 1934 1977-80 12 17.3 664 (1979) {"“Y"i’ that ‘l"‘t'l'f ‘“3"_?- wumoy
3 il y s done a lot for this univer-
Sorenson and Herb Williams. Jim Jackson 1,785 1990.92 93 19.2 718 (1992) sty and oir baskathall o
After the season, Jackson was occorded Jay Burson 1,756 1986-89 122 4.4 625 (1988) gram and I hope that people
first-team All-American honors by the United Dave Sorensen 1,622 1968-70 M 21.1 581 (1970) realize just how fortunate they
Press In!rrn-l‘lfmna!' ns Wl‘ll as the U.S. Bas- !’CHY Carter I,M’- 1988-91 126 12.8 468 (10};9) have been over the past three
ketball Writers Assoclation, He eamed Robin Freeman 1,597 1954-56 28.0 723 (1956) ysars to have been able to have
— e second-team honors from T!w Associated S0l it : ot # o had the opportunity to watch a a
atainidtons 4 Lan it p NBA Press and was the consensus pick as Big Ten Allan Homyak 1,572 1971-73 6 2 585 (1971) quality player the calibor of
efensive prowess makes him attractive to player of the year. Jim Jackson.” Familiar sight: J.J, driving his way toward the bucket




