{0ShA

Originally Published: April 13, 2002

Ignatius’ Gonzalez Is First Verbal For 2003

Cleveland St.  Ignatius  wide
receiver/defonsive back Tony Gonzalez
became OSU's first verbal commitment
for 2003 when he contacted the coaching
stall on April 5.

oz (6-1, 1890, 4.36) in a standout
two-way player for St. Ignatius’ Division |
state championship team.

*I wanted to got it out of the way oarly,”
Gonzaloz told BSB, “1 sat down with my

program,
closs it was to homo, how well wo liked
the coaches and the situntion of playing
timo.

“When we factared all of those things
in, it wan clear that Ohio State was tho
best place for me.”

Gonzaloz also had firm offers from the
ml-l and wo evaluated overything. We  likes of lown, Maryland, Louisville, “Every Saturday, you come out there That would allow the school to poten-

at all the possibilities, including  Boston College, Oklahoma State and  and play in front of o hundred thousand  tially sign an extrn playoer or two if a
tho football , the education, how  Miami (Ohio). scholarahip (s available this summaor,

*“1 e-mailed them on (April 5) to let
thom know,” Gonzalez said. “Then I called
(defensive backa coach Mel) Tucker after
practice that day. He got (head coach Jim)
Treasel on the telephone and 1 talked to
him as well,
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“They seomed protty excited.”

Gonzalez's father plnynd at Michigan
and his brother, Joe, will be n senior
defensive back at Indiana this fall. Plus
ho had a cousin, Dave Becker, who was a
walk-on linebncker at OSU,

“Its just & great football tradition,”
Gonzalez said of his new school. “They
have a huge stadium and you goet all the
exposure you could ever want.
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Gonzalez played in 13 of St. Ignatius'
156 gamea this past year, missing two due
to injury. On offense, he caught 42 passes
for 1,112 yards (24.1 averuge) and 10
touchdowns, Defensively, he had 56 tack-
lea nnd six interceptions for the 11-4 state
championa,

He came up big in St. Ignatius’ two
state tournament games, He caught five
passes for 162 yards and a touchdown in
the 49-20 somifinal win over Massillon
Washington, Then he had seven catches
for 144 yards in St. Ignatiua’ 37-6 cham pi-
onship game rout of Cincinnati St. Xavier,

Gonzalez could line up at receiver, cor-
noerback or safety for the Buckeyes,

*T1l go and do whatever is beat for the
team,” he said. “1t seems like I will probas
bly start out on defense. 1 like to think [
could play on either side of the ball if [ had
the chance,”

Gonzalez fits the mold of a Treasel
reeruit: Ho holds a 3.39 GPA and has

already scored an 1150 on the SAT.

Cineinnatl Princeton Senlor
Could Be Late 2002 Addition

Ohio State brought in a 26-man closy
on migning day in February. But with
early enrollees Maurice Clarett and
Michael Roberts already in school, the
Buckoyes can count them against last
yoar's class,

OSU seems to have dinled in on
Cincinnati Princoton wide roceiver/defen-
give back Darren Barnett, who is working
furiously to improve his academic stand-
ing before gradunting in June,

Bamett (5-11, 180, 4.45) visited OSU
with close frend and signee E.J.
Underwood of Hamilton on April 6, He
said the coaches told him they would like-
ly sign him if he qualifies.

*Right now, the conches arv telling mo
they noed more time,” Barnett said. *“They
want to see how my grades pan out,
Obviously, it would be a big odge if I can
qualify,

“They said they want to come down
and watch me run track and then wait it
out until the end of tho school yoar, They
said 1 would be o great candidate for the
one scholarship they have left.”

Illinois nlso has said it would offer
Barnett if he qualifies, LSU has also boen
involved. If he fails to qualify, he could go
to Bowling Green ns n Prop 48,
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*It's roal exciting for me,” Bamett said.
“I've waited my entire life for an apportu-
nity to play big-time college football. Ohio
State s right up the road from Cincinnati,
plus they put a lot of guys in the pros, 1
just need to do my part to try and got
there.”

Barnett said he currently has n 2,30
GPA to go with an 18 on the ACT. With
that score, he would need a 2.3756 GPA or
higher to qualify

“l think the conches see how I've
improved scademically,” he said, “They
ne¢ 1 have that urgency. I started ol real
bad, but my grades are coming up. This is
my loat hopo and I want to play. I know 1
have to buckle down and do this.”

Barmott has boen a three-year starter
at Princeton. As o senior, he had 91 eatch-
ea with 16 going for touchdowns, He also
had two punt returna for scores and two of
his six intercoptions went back for TDs
His toam reached the second round of the
Division 1 playofls bofore finishing ot B-4,

*Ohlo State said they are in need of
DHBs," Barnett said. “They believe | might
ba able to come in and compete right
away, | want to help out any way [ can.
I've been playing defense my whaole life.”

Barnetts friendship with Underwood
helped the OSU stall recognize him,

“E.al. and his dad have been putting
the word in for mo,” Barnett said,
*"They've boen helping me by telling peo-
ple I'm a good player and n good person off
the fleld, I'm a guy they can spend their
last scholamhip on,

*l mot EJ, in the eighth grade when
we were playing basketball against ench
other, We played togother after that in the

spring and summer. Since then, we've just
clicked. Wo talk all the time and we go to
acceleration training togother.

“E.J. knows us being togethor up thoere
could be o gosd thing for Ohio State.”

05U Signoos, Prospocts
Attond Spring Practico

Underwood and Barnett were among a
collection of OSU signees and prospocta
who made it to ot least one of the team’s
first throee spring practice seasions

Signoees attending the early sessiona
included Justin Zwick, Bobby Carpenter,
R, Coleman, Doug Datish, Tim Schafer
and Rob Sims, North Carclina offensive
linemnn Derek Morris and his father used
Morris’ spring break to nlso make the trip
up Lo Columbra

“Bome people go to Florida and Cancun
for spring break,” Tressel said, “Other
guys go to the frigid spring practice here,
It's fun for them. They enjoy coming out
and peeking in the huddle and trying to
find out what's going on.”

Zwick, for instance, wias keeping a
close eye on junior quarterbacks Craig
Krenzel and Scott MeMullen,

“T just wanted to come down and be
around practice,” Zwick told The
Associnled Preas, “I've been excited [or it
to start. I'm looking forward to summer
coming and just trying to be around it as
much ns [ can.

“My time will come. ['ve just got Lo sit
and wait for it.”

Perhaps the top junior to watch OSU
in the first wook was massive West
Chester (Ohlo) Lakota West defonsive
tnckle Brandon Maupin (6-5, 270, 4.9),
rated among Ohio's top 20 junior
prospects,

Avon Lake, Ohio, defensive back Brian
Jones (6-1, 180, 4.4) also attended an OSU
spring practice.

“l like Ohio State, Notre Dame,
Virginia, Wisconsin and Penn State,”
Jonea told Bill Kurelic of The Ohio
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Football Recruiting News and the BSB
Internet  site (ohioatate.rivals.com),
“Ewvery school in the Big Ten excopt Penn
State has offered me a scholarahip

“I really liked it a lot (at OSU). I like
Coach Tucker n lot.”

Jones, playing alongside OSU signee
Mike D'Andrea, had 32 tackles and four
intercoptions on defense and rushed for
1,100 yards on offense. He also haa o 3.76
GPA.

Miscellanoous Notes

* Rumors continue to persist that St.
Henry, Ohio, junior quarterback Todd
Boockman (65, 215, 4.76) has verbally
commitied to Ohio State.

*No, | haven't committed to anyons,”
Boeckman told Kurelic,

0SU, Pittaburgh, Maryland, lowa and
Miami (Ohio) all have offered Bosckman,
who threw for over 1,700 yards and 14
touchdowns last
yoar,

*I'm going to
Maryland for o
day or two of

their spring
practice and I'm
going to visit

Ohio State for a
spring practice,
too," Boeckman

said, *I'd  aay

Ohio State s

atill my Todd Boeckman
favorite.”

Michigan, Notre Dame, Tennessce,
Kentucky and Syracuse also have
exproased intorest in Boeckman.

* G&W Recruiting Report recently
issued a list of 100 prep stars to watch for

next year. The list includea 10 Ohie
prospects.
They include Boeckman, Warren

Harding defensive back Prescott Burgoess,
Akron St Vincent-St. Mary defensive
lineman  Sian  Cotton, Manasillon
Washington defensive end Shawn Crable,
Cleveland Glenville defensive lineman
Michnel Hearn, Cleveland Glenville
defensive back Dareus Hiloy, Youngstown
Ursuline tight end Louis Irizarry,
Maasillon Washington wide receiver
Devin Jordan, Cincinnati St. Xavier

defensive lineman Nick Larkin and
Strongaville offonsive lineman Dan
Pribula,

# Ohio's Future Stars has completed
its 2002 spring issue, It includes rankings
of the state's top 200 seniors-to-bo, the top
100 juniors and top 30 sophomores. Plua

it looks at the national top 100 as well.
We will examine some of these rank-
ings in an upcoming edition
Subscription rates are $15 for three
insuca, Send check or money order to
Ohio's Future Stars, PO. Box 44402,
Columbus, Ohio 43204-0402,

Plank’s Cafe

Courtney Coleman

PLANK’S LADY BUCK
OF THE MONTH
FOR MARCH

FABULOUS GARDEN-STYLE APARTMENTS

* Northwest Location

® Carporte

* Washer/Dryer Incl.

* On-site Fitness Center

175 Dillmont Dr.
(614) 433-9544

ONE Bedroom Suites — $599-679 a month
TWO Bedroom Suites — from $689 a month

LAkrsior &

Professionally managed by Flaza Propertics

ONE & TWO Bedrooms — from $445 to 545

1340 Dublin Road
(614) 4866-866862

DUBLIN/KINGSBURY PLAZA

Profeasionally managed by Plaza Propertice

* Minutes to campus
* Spacious living room
* Alr conditioning
* On-site laundry
¢ Cats OK, extra

a month

BUCKEYE'SPORTS: BULLETIN\Apri-13,2002 .0



Originally Published: May 14, 2005

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL PROFILE

Opponents

Often Find

Gonzalez Flying By

By ERIC LOUGHRY

Duckeye Sports Bulletin Stall Weiter

started out together in
defensive secondary at Ohio State
cornerbiack Ashton Youboty didn't know
make of Anthony

They

what Lo Gonzalez at
firat

Not long after beginning has Buckeye
career, Gonzalez standout
at Cleveland St. Ignatius High Sehool as
n receiver and cornerback woent to

OSU coach Jim Trossel and asked if he

0 two-way

could move from safety to receiver. The
coach granted the request, ending
Gonzalez’ stint as o defons back

first weok at Ohio &

re hy tate was
through

Listed at 6-0 and 200 pounds, by his
own sdmission Gonzalez doean’t exactly
look the part of either a Division [-A
receiver or anfety

However, it didn't long for
Gonzalez to ahow Youboty and his other
teammates he belonged. Soon after mov-
ing to recoiver, Gonzalex drow coverage
tarting cornerback Dustin Fox in

take

from
pract

"His freshman year, nobody realized
how fast hoe was,” Youboty said. "We were
doing one-on-ones, and Fox is supposed

to be a fast corner, (Gonzalez) runs by
I L RILTN hoa!

surprised. But after

y knows his speed. The

ibout Tony is his
t really know about
Heolmos and

deception

sinlonio

Un
scrimmunoge y thard
L

quarterback Troy

ided n rush just long encugh to
p ball to Gonz

on Michigan

£, Wihio had
afety Ernest
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Shizor on o posat r

Gonzalez' ) ¥

ifety on the play He said Shazor didn't
really pay much attention to him, By the
time the sty did, it was too late
Gonzalez was gone, hauling in the pa
40 wards downfleld and sprinting the
remaining 28 yoards to the goal line
untouched to give the Buckeyes a 7-0
lead in the 37.21 win over UM

According to Smith, opponents tend to

underestimate Gonzalez, "And then he
runs right past guys like a blur — don't
even know he's there,” Smith snid

It wan

From The Shadows

It was Ginn's emergence in the sec
ond hall of last season that provided the
primary spurk to OSU's offense, giving
QSU another threat besides Holmes at
receiver not to mention out of the
backfield and felding but
Gonzalez came up big latein the season,
too, despite not reaching double figures
in receptions for the year

He played briefly in the season open
er against Cincinnati but didn't see the
field again until the sixth game of the
peason, pulling in hix first careor rocep
tion Iote in o lopsided loss at lowa

*I didn't think I was going to pl
said. “M ront.
game. 1t was the only
So 1 dan't know il 1
hive to

punts

week,” Gonz

wins oxpectang it biit you alwiy
be ready, certainly, and anything
happen — especially in n game like foot
ball where there are
Anvthing can happen at any time.”
In Smith's first start
Gonzalez had two catches for o podestri

ver Indiann

80 Many injuries

at quarterback

an 21 yards in a win
It was his first of only two multiple
othe
and he

eatch games of the season
coming against rival Michig:
[ vith

T L

GOING, GOING, GONZO — A dangerous weapon in his own right,
Anthony Gonzale: somotimes gets lost in all the talk abouwt stellae

receivers Santonio Holmes and Ted Ginn Jv. Gonzalez averaged 224
yards on eight grabs last season.
yards and he had two touchdowns "It was.guce todo thet wosthetanmg

That was a dream come true for me. ['ve
been waiting t
whole life.” |
In the Alamo Bowl, Gonzalez again
to give the Buckeye
On OS5l

came at Purdue on a
run over the middle

His first big pl
J8.yard catch an
late in the fourth quarter L
Buckeyea up for the game-tying score in
the ntual losa
eatch against Michig

ilay in that game for my

struck early

right out

gaty

It wi i
that m

though

wde him known to

It's nat like | did that

d eight catch

But the fact that it

venr,” Gonzalez sai

hardly any

hat game I'm sure boosted my

Wias 1
notoriety a little bit
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from Todd Boeckman caught in the back

nd zone in mseasanably

an

and wet Scarlet and Gray Gaume
When he really stepped up about
lyear and really bocamo o part of our
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With 50

tackles
tion s cornerback spot ns o
enior at lgnatius, The
Associated Press’ co-Defensive Player of
the Year in Ohio in 2002

and four intercep

he wa

COurse, \'-I’lll‘l <l'-|£ ]1']\\' ] wan
helped me a lot

day

Gonzalez eventually was
the scout teamn in the redshirt s

doing. He

and still does to this

notieed on

ason ol

returned from the Fiesta Bowl in Tempe,
Ariz., he had made up his mind that he
could play for the Buckeyes

“When we first got back immedintaly
after the season ended, that's not when |

felt that really | | us, He also caught 33 passes for 900 2003, He was offensive scout team play became confident,” Gonzalez said, “But
iid after the spring g "He vards and 11 TDs at wide receiver, er of the week for the look he gave the  that's when | told myself, ‘All right, now
continued to do that the entire spring though, and that's where he expected to defense leading up to the Penn State you've really got to get after it. You need

He made some good

this spring game, but he had an

tot just this game

play for the Buckeyes
Instead Gor
safety. Alter just a lew '.|.u|:[|

glated as o
% there

alez wan

spring, period
With the strong finish, Gonzalez he got the nerve to approach Tressel
won't sneak up on or by anybody o *I maked if 1 could move because I had

a sophomaore
He just had a slow start lnst
and this year he's

year,

going to really pick it

up and you're going to see a lot of him,

.iill
|, with Ginn and Holmes at receiv
er, Gonzalez doesn’t expect too much
attention to come hi Wiy
"I'm whon teams look at the
couting (report), I'm probably the last
to mind because Teddy
and Santonio are so talented,
"It's difficult to make a name when
that in front of

il g

name that come
Gonzalez

i
youve ol guys great

That's fine with him. He doean’t mind
being the third option
It openns up o little bt because they
have to  on Ted and they have Lo
intonio boenuse they're such
And then
in there

focus on
" Gionzalez snid

or whooever's

great players
ite up Lo me
to take advantage of the opportunitios.”

a miserable time trying to play the safe
ty pasition,” ho said

Cronzalez didn't have the easieat time
a freshman. He
was intimidated, not sure if he belonged

“l think the main thing that set me
back wns n lack of confidence,” he said
Going in, it was difficult for mo to have
the confidence that | needed, boing that
they had just won n national champi
onship and I look out and see Chri
Gamble, incrodible athlote
Mike Jenkins, guys like that, and it wan
a little intimidating. 1 guess 1 wasn't
montally prepared as much as | should
have been.”

To ]||']J| him through that first season,
Gonzalez leaned on his older brother,
then a safety ot

it receiver, cither, as

who's an

1’!'!‘ \'l".!) wa

Indiann
*"Having a brother whao going

through Big Ten football at the time cor

tainly helpa becouse 1 could call him
\ )

senior

WL

Gonzaleg

game, By

the time the Buckeves

Tip

to be a part of this football team

Off.
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Quistanding culsine surrounded In graat memories of yesterdasy and today

with any questions
Finding A Homo said. "And 1 did pre ) my (reah
Gonznlez waan't sure if he'd ever have man year just t seoing
wrtunity when he arrived at OSU v ho was doing he
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OHIO STATE VS, MICHIGAN

Gonzo’s Clutch Catch Set Up Winning Score

sz will by

¥ “He's a great guy to be
the v L | u that nround. He mart Lthi
he isn't as phyni y giftod field and in the ela aim
ns somo of Ohio State's other We eall the guy ‘The |\| ard
receiver ind we just look up to him
H- usually lines up in the because he muke IL-- right
lot r..l..l» advantapge of his decisions all the tim
inderrate peed, yet he H i sees himsoll ns a
dovesn't ee himself with flambovant [:I l,|| and
noarly the ame kind of I

skalls ns Santonio Holmes or

Ted Chinn Jr

rumped him

You have to give thi
tvie points to Gongo for
hat catch,” Holme aid
He jumped, he

wiia ona hall

and put the
nto Michugan ter

. rlll our g lny
19

ve came

utting it t
Un the npext

the play I|..ar will keep
Gonzalez entrenched in Ohio
State football lore long after -
his playving doys are over v : ] Michignn wr bit ironie
e 8 from the NO LONGER FORGOTTEN — You would think Michigan had learned its losson aftor last 0 F00 Wos o bit i

itepped up big-time

-y Fhat it came ngainst

for
Michigan 30, Gonzalez was  Year, but OSU receiver Anthony Gonzalez was a thorn in the Wolverines' side again, The '.:‘: ._'Illll : IH,I.I |!
upposed to run o simple out  Sophomore, who grabbed a TD pass last year, made several huge catches including a 26- {1l
It higan  brought yarder to set up the Buckeyes' gnme-winning touchdown. An e
en and L
i Iro

ushed roy wmnana in Ohio Stat £ RO The hotel where the team stayed
St who e INGIDE THE OFFENSE : ne we used to stay in when |
b rolled to wid He
hi with though 1
Mike Wachsman ot o
A [ i I
Biltes hsgding Wuek s = Pulling Their Wuauu
I havo t though 1
Inter, Antonie Pitt Ohio Suit i
ik or the game-winning score ¢ from me and Ted. He de ively agai )
v While not exactly a forgotten man, I upposed to do and ickeyes netted 418 y \rd
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

to operate by
o sack, Much of that
olfonsive line play
t all the pr and
i up front smith
on the offensive line to
me are everything. Without those guys
this couldn’t have happened today.”
I'ho Buckeyes had a bit of o lull in
the third quarter, scoring no points and
tallving just 33 yard
Some of that was
nsivo |
because of oxecution
“They were stunting
ond half, but we got it adjust
the end ¢
anymore,”
r Datish snid
their heels a bit
I'he Buckeyes didn
they got and tl

}
nore than ano i

.|I.|.\.|.‘. ust «

he guya

an 15 plays
.‘\1“!“:‘

nnd

bac

wdjusted its de some
wi

o lot in the sec

and by
stunt
tackle

were back on

{ the gamo Lthey waren
QSU offensive

“They

in
Daug
panic when

up front

down,

1

dug down and reasserted themaolves

“Wo kept flighting,” coenter Nick
Mangold said. *Our guys wanted to got
in there, eapecially on that last drive
That’s the kind of spint we had

a little. I think
good adjustments
They kept playing I ird. They're never
i hoy kept fighting and
it o great ballgame.”

“We alowed down

they mnde some

I o ve up

ittman finished with 85 hard
enrned yards, none bigger than the
finnl 3 that led to the game-winning
touchdown

“The offenmive line nover lot me

down,” the sophomore tailback aaid. 1

owe it all to them.”

Saving His Best

Holme i been Ohio State's
consistent rec threat all
also gained a reputation for

mogt
CIVINE season,
but he'
howing up in big

He scored for the

rammes
fourth time in

three games ngninst Michigan and
onded the day with six grabs for 72
yards

While that's
yuld have
iohe I8 b fuy, an
much is open all
aid. "He could be
and he's still going to

a solid doy, there proba
been more

n receiver, who
the time”

covered by

three guy iy he

Wi p- n. That's the mentality of a
i You have to have that. You
want the ball all the time. It

doesn't matter where the ball s going

to bo thrown, you have to have the
mentality that you're going to go got it
Santonio has that

Holmes let
know that he
changing play
[ kopt

necded the

who'd listen

to make n

anyoent
was roeady
i
ear that 1
handa. | really

awing in Conch's

ball in my

need to make a play,” Holmes said. “We
just kept going and made a big play.”
And his dive over the goal line?
‘| waan't trying to w oll or any

thing like that,” he said, I was just try
ing to got to the end zone a
posaible.”

Ginn
receivern

quick as

Ohio State

89 yvard

actually
with nine grabs for
el had three catehe

dnve

on the gonme-win
nng

He

smply the Buekeyes

taking v L the defense nllowed
They ran Cover 2 and Cover 3,
Ginn amd '\'n'l‘ took our shots and
L |

ull Michigan fought to the
vary end and made the Buckeyes sarn
everything they got

“It wasn't o dogfight, it was a war,’
he said, "Doglights go on and then quit
That game went on to the very end.”
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Tho Best Laid Plans

Ohio State coach Jim Tressel made
no secrot that he wanted the offense to
ot the football up in the middle of the

fiald so Josh Huston eould hit
i field goal

After Gonzalez's huge catch, Smith
ran an option keeper to the right, which
promptod Tressel’s

Ihe next play was a handoll to
Pittman designed to go to the middle
but a hole opened courtesay of Stan
White Jr. and Andree Tyree, and
Pittman was able to find the end zono
and put the Buckoyes ahend

0 game

doecision

While Treasel simply wanted to do
the simplest thing, Pittman had other
ideas

I've got laith in Josh and his legs

but I have faith in my two legs, too,” he
snid. “]1 wanted to get it in
wouldn't be any doubt in
mind.”

A Michigan defender got some pre
nnd made contact, but Pittman
was able to fend him ofl

“Once [ had the contact, 1 was think
ing. 'Keep moving, keop those legs
pumping,’” bo said, “1 went to the left
and just kind of bounced it out from
there. | was kind of surprised that no
one ¢lse was over on that side because
everyone knew we were probably geing
to that side. But again, give our offen
sive line crodit. Thoy did their jobs and
1 just ran to the end zone.”

Pittman had a willing erow of accom
plices in the offensive line

o ther
anyono’

ure

“The O-linemen got together and
snid we wanted to punch it in there and
make a statement,” Datish said
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CONFLUENCE PARK RESTAURANT

— More Than a View —

A Full Service Catering Facility
With 4 Different Rooms
Overlooking The Downtown Skyline
Accommodating Groups From 10 - 50

Let Us Take Care Of All
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679 W, Spring Street (at Souder Avenue)
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Travel
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(614) 469-0000,
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