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Former Maryland AD Comes To Buckeyes With Impressive Resume

Ohio State Selects Geiger As New Director

By MARK REA

Buelkuys Bports Bullotin Ediior

Hopacotehing the United States for
the pust two decades, Andy Geiger had
wit fool inslde Ohio Stadium exactly one
oame in 'l|l -Ill.r' Venre.,

An athletic director at Btanford, he
watched in 1982 na John Elway led the
Cardinal to a 23.20 come-from-behind
victary over Ohio State,

A\ dozen years later, Geiger has ac-
cepted the challenge of working in the
shadow of the Horseshoe, sgreeing to
become the seventh athletic director in
OSU history.

Although there have been only seven
men who hiave pecupied the posl mnce
1912, Geiger will be the [ifth since 1970
and third since 1984. While Lynn 8t
John and Richard Larkine were on the
job m combined B8 yemrs, Ed Weaver,
Hugh Hindman, Rick Bay and Jim
Jonen have avernged only nbout wsix
f‘li(‘}l

And some have wondered publiely if
Goigor will do anything to halt the
recont trend, If lus hiring ia only a stop-
gap measure as Ohio State tries to
emerge from an NCAA investigation of
ity men's basketball program

“l reject that notion,” Geiger said.
“Nothing hos been presented to me in
terma of this being that sort of appoint-
ment. I'm in for a much longer haul
than thet. I'm not here just for a cup of
coffen,”

Armed with an impressive resume
that includen mnthletic directorships at
two differant lvy Longue schools in ad-
dition to an 11-year stint at Stanford
bofora  becoming AD at Maryland,
Colger may be just the man to lead the
Ohio State athletic department into the
218t century. The university hierarchy
thinks s,

"He in considered by many people to
be the fineat athletic director in this
country,” said OSU president Gordon
Giee. *Somo of you have had an op.
partunity to talk with people at other
placen Andy has been, and | have been
delighted that you have done so.

“In each of thoss occasions, sevaral
words come through: energy, ability, the
fact that he in very intelligent, the fact
that he makes good choices, the fact
that he hires good people, and, of
course, ultimately that he carea deeply
nbout the student and he cares about
the athlete, Those are the {ssues that
we think are important for Ohio State
and that are certainly the essence of
this university.”

There are other thinga that are the
esnance of Ohio State athletics, at loast
in the eyes of many alumni and fans.
Geiger immediately addressed those
during a press conference April 28 when
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SPRING GAME STROLL —

Ohio State

president Gordon Gee (left)

waves to the Ohio Stadium

crowd ns he ushers new athletic director Andy Geiger around during the football tenm's annual
spring game. Geiger will take over the athletic directorship from Jim Jones, who will retire this
summer, Geiger was hired from Maryland, where he has spent the last four years,

he was officially introduced to the Co-
lumbus press.

Whan asked what he envisioned na
some of the greatest challenges ahead,
he immodiately replied, “Beating
Michigan.,” Geiger also addressed the
challenge of reaching out to alumni who
had hoped the athletic director's job
would go to one of several former OSU
athletes — Rex Kern, Archie Griffin,
Bill Hosket or Duteh Baughman.

“If there nre hard feelings, 1 will
work very hard to bridge those,” he
said, “I'm not necessarily going to
apologize for who I am and where I've
come from,

“At the same time, I'm honored,
thrilled and delighted to accept the
challenge and the opportunity of being
the seventh athletic director in the long
and very proud history of The Ohio
State University. 1 realize that thers ia
groat tradition here and I also realize
thero are very high expectations, I
pledge to you, to this great university
and to the people of Ohie, my very

finost afforts to continue and build upon
that reputation.”

Despite having set foot on the
campua only one time before being men-
Honed for the athletic dire s job,
Ceiger in really no stranger to Ohio
State, In fuct, he has o higtory of hiring
and working with former 091:6 coaches,
In 1986, he hired Tara VanDerveer
away from the Buckeyes to become hend
conch of the women's basketball team at

Stanford. At Maryland, he worked with
former OSU men's busketball conch
Gary Williams and also hired former
08U gradunte sssistant cosch Mork
Duffner as the Terrapine’ head football
conch.

A 1961 graduate of Syracuse, Geiger
has risen to the top of his fleld since

Continued On Page 16
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NF)I!III‘JIII]: alX yearm ns an assistant
athletic director at his alma mater from
196470, He wna director of athletics at
Brown (1971-76) and Pennsylvania
(1876.-78) before moving on to Stanford
in 1878, During his tenure there, his
tenms recorded 27 intercollegiate na-
tional championships in n variety of
aports,

I 1960, he left Stanford and took on
the troubled program at Maryland and,
in four years, has re-established the
roputation of the Terrapins' athleiic
program following a messy NCAA in-
vestigation that resulted in a two-year
probation for men's basketball.

Upon his appointment to Maryland,
Golger faced & university torn between
factions loyal to three basketball
conches in o five-yoar period and a fac.
ulty skeptical of an athletic program
winee the coenine-induced death of bas
ketball atar Len Bias, Geiger was able
to bring those factions together, and
just thin past season, the Terrapins
made the NCAA Tournament for the
firat time aince 1988,

Now, of course, Ohio Stats is facing
sanctions following an investigation
into its men's basketball program. And
ulthough the penalties are not expected
to be as severs ms those incurred by
Maryland, Gaiger is no loss committed
to making sure the violations eom-
mitted don't happen again,

“One of the things [ will turn my at-
tention to is a vigorous complinnes pro-
gram within the athletics department,”
he wald, “We'll try to have n thorough
sducation program and move forward in
o strong wiy.

“It token n full-time, ongoing pro-

m of education to have successful
complinnee, 1 will probably do some-
thing similar to what we have in-
atituted ot Maryland, which is have a
large group of people called a com-
plinnee committes, which will involve
roprosontatives of varioun offices on
campus,

“We'll break that up into sub-
committeen, and those will have direct

W Name — Ferdinand A, (Andy)
Ceiger,

W Age—55.

B Education — Bachelor of arts in
education, Syracuse University, 1961.

M Experience — Athleticdirectorat
four major universities: Maryland, 1990-
94; Stanford, 1979-90; Pennsylvania,
1975-79; Brown, 1972-75, Before begin-
ning carcer as athletic director, was
freshman rowing coach at Dartmouth
(1961), assistant athletic director at
Syracuse (1964-70), assistant commis-
sioner of Eastern College Athletic
Conference (1970-71).

B Miscellaneous — Was leader in
the expansion for the NCAA basket-
ball tournament and served on the
NCAA men's basketball committee; has
been mentioned recently as potential
candidate for vacancy as commissioner

Phillip, 7, and Gregory, 6.

roaponsibility for monitoring and educa-
ting people in regard to their particular
aapect of compliance. Then, I will chair
n monitorin md investigntions sub-
committee that will probably include
roprosentatives from the general
counsel's office of the university and
othera,

“An far as what the NCAA's findi
will be, this is something that has
ready been determined. [ don't look
back, I look forward. I think what this
university doos next in always the eriti-
cal thing to focus upon. I think this is
womething we can move through with
alacrity and the program will recover
quickly.”
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of major league baseball; was considered cmdld.lh for NCM oxecutive director
before Cedric Dempsey was announced as diractor last November.

M Family — Wife, Eleanor, currently working at University of Maryland ona
National Science Foundation grant as a research assistant in mathematics educa-
tion, working on a new curriculum for middle school mathematics; two sons,

During his initinl press conforence,
Geiger tackled n variety of other issues
including his authority to hire and fire
conches at his discretion, the formation
of his own administrative team and the
problems faced with the pending gender
equity legialation.

As far as hiring and firing coaches in
concerned, Gelgor maid that he would
work in tandem with Gee and OSU vice

sident for student affairs David Wil-

jnma 11,

“I think you work in m community-
environment and I don't think
dent Gea or Vice President Wil-

linma \vl.ll appreciate surprises,” Geiger
said. “By the same token, they know
that I won't appreciate surprises, so
wo've come to some understandings
\'dth d to that.

“Weo'll work together. This is the
Ohio Btate team and we'll manage it to-
gother.”

But Gee was quick to ndd that al-
though Geiger will report to either him
or Williams, the new athletic director in
by no means under the thumb of the
president's office.

“David and I have made it vary, very
clear that we have enormous respon-
pibilities and we intend on carrying
those out,” Gee said. "Andy Geiger is
the athletic director. Obviously, we
want to review any recommendations as
1 do with the provost or any of our other
administrative heads. But he's the
nthletic director and he will be the
athlatic director in terms of those types
of issues,”

Geiger has alrondy begun to nssem-
ble his management team, promoting
nssistant athletic director Griffin to as-
sociate mthletic director in charge of a
ﬁlinb!’l‘ of varaity sports, including foot-

Also staying on will be Paul Krebs,
senior associate athletic director in
charge of ndminiatrative affairs, and as-
sociate athletic director Bill Myles, al
though his job description will change

New AD Puts Together Administrative Team

from administrator of varaity sporte to a
position with emphnsis on an outreach
toward former atudent-athletes and or-
ganizations ol letter winners

*T want to have ns much involvemaent
of former Ohio State student-athletes in
our prcTrnrn as poasible,” Geiger said,
*particularly with emphasin toward
bullding and rebuilding relationships
with young men that have gone on to
professional athletica.

“I nlso want to place special empha.
wis mcross the board on bullding a pro-
gram for returning student-athletes
who have not completed their degree to
come back and finish their work at Ohio
Btate, It is a program we have had sue-
ceas with mt er University of Maryland
and I'm excited about baginning a new
offort here.”

Geiger snid he would bagin an im.
mediate mearch for another associate
athletic director with responsibility for
men's and women's basketball as well
as another group of aports. The position
will also include senior women's admin.
istration, replacing longtime nasocinte
AD Phyllis Bailey, who will retire this
summer.

As far as gender equity in concerned,
Geigor stressed that non-revenue genar:
ating sporta at Ohio State had nothing
to fear where he was concerned, Some
universities acroas l.hn nation have
dropped various men's athletic pro-

ams in order to comply with the
g 's wo-called "60-40" rule. But
Geiger said he will not follow suit at
08U

“The last thing you do is drop
sports,” he said. *If you believe in brosd.
Iy "hased intercolleginte athletics, mn |
do, you eannot diminish the opportun.
ities,

.1 WAR AN OATAMAN a8 an undnr-

graduate. My sport is one that is prae.
ﬁnd in vlynu.nl anonymity and is
rnonu!il: in ita oxperience, but it
l.l'lq‘d my lifo. It wan the best educa-
have ever received and 1 am in
thil profession bocauss of the experi-
ence I had as an undergraduate
student-athlete,

T'm in faver of intercolleginte
athletics and one of the things that is
npecial about Ohio State is that we can
perhaps gonerate the resources to ex-
pand the women's programs even fur.
ther than we have so that we can
maintain the men's programs and even
fund some scholarships that we're not
able to do now.

“Women's athletics have been the
greatost boon to men's athletics. We're
not defensive nbout whether we should
have athletics at all anymare, 1t not &
squiabble over who gets what and how
much athleties you ean have. But I am n
great supporter of women's athletics. I
beliave in Title IX and I think there are
some logic problems we have to waork
with in terms of formulas we need to
deal with as {ar as gender aquity is con.
cerned. But I think athletics for women
is proper and wonderful and [ support it
wholomamdly

Geiger is married and has two sons.
His wife, Eleanor, ia currently working
on a National Science Foundation grant
at Maryland.

Following his press conference and
an appearnnce at the annual OSU
spring football game, Geliger returned to
Maryland to complote his work there.

 first officla]l day at Ohio State
was scheduled to be May 186.
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Griffin Disappointed At Being Passed
Over, But Eagerly Accepts Promotion

H\ '\Ia\iti\ I{I A
Buckeye 1|.--|l.Hnll-LluIlIl-lm

Archus CGriffin never made
about how much he wanted the athletic
directorahip at his alma mater

He alao didn't try to hide his dis
appointment when Ohio State bypassed

any nunm.

um and selected Maryland athletic
director Andy Geiger to succeed the
rotiving Jim Jones

But after meeting with Geiger and
nceepting m promotion that for all in.
tents and purposes makes him the new
AlY's right-hand man, Griffin was prag-
miutic nbout the chain of events.

“You're always disappointed when-
ever you go for something and don't get
it." he said, *But | gave it my best shot,

and if you give something your best
shot, you can nlways feel good about
that.”

Many Ohio State watchers baelieved
Ciriflin was o Jogicnl chaice to move up
to athletic director after Jones announe-
od his retirement in February., How-
aver, speculation was that he wasn't
going to get the job because he lacked
the experience necessary to head the de-
partment

Griffin reportedly made the final cut
when the university's search committes
narrowed |ta choices to two or three, but
Cieiger's experience of more than two
decnden an an athletie divector ultimate-
ly won him the job over all other candi-
dates

;'\Jliuglu:h he haa no pl‘iur connection
with Ohio or Ohjo State, Geiger proved
himsell  immediately knowledgeable
about the affection Buckeye fans have
for Griffin

Stll an immensely popular figure
nearly 20 years after winning his record
second Helsman Trophy, Griffin in some
ways embodies the tradition of past
Ohin State football glory for many fans,
In addition, he has toiled in the OSU
athletic department for the past nine
yenrs, severn of those as an assistant
athletic director in charge of fund rais-
ing, and Gaeiger wishea to pool that good
will and experience, using it to the ad-
vantage of his administration.

"l don't think you could find a finer
rapresentative for this Institution than
Archie Griffin* O0SU's new athletic

diractor said, “] don't think you could
find a finer representative for the col
legrinte  student-athlete than Archie
Griffin. | have '.n';j-'l' him to .'1|J'I:|' s i
genior momber of my administrative
staff and 1 am pleassd that he is going
to do so.”

Griffin will receive a promotion from
nssistant to nssocinte athletic director
and his duties will change from fund
raising, marketing and development to
administrative oversight of mare than a
dogen varsity sports, including football.
He will now be in charge of team
budgets, schedules, travel and the
evaluation of conchos,

It is a promotion he waleomen with
enthusinsm,

“T feel really comfortable with this,”
Griffin said, *I had n good initial talk
with Andy and discussed n lot of things
The promaotion was one of the pointa of
the conversation and I feel good nbout
|

“After talking with Andy and getting
to know him a little bit, | feel that we
have found an outstanding athletic
director and that's what this whole
search was all about — making sure we
got the best person available — and I
really believe Andy will do &
tremendour job for us, Ha in very wall
experienced, as his resume reads. He
has been a lot of places, done a lot of
good things, and [ think he'll be good for
Ohio State.”

Still the Buckeyes' all-time lending
rusher as waell aa the only two-time
Heoisman Trophy winner in history,
riffin vetaine a fierce loyalty to his
alme maoter. And, ns an alumnus of
Ohio State, ho admitted that he thought
the job would go to someone with some
sort of Ohio background. However, he
was confident that Gelger would be sue-
cesaful at bridging the gap between
those who wanted an Ohio native or
OSU grad and those who simply want
tha athletic dopartment to move nhead.

“You'll get some comments about
Andy not being from Ohio, but if his
true concern in about The Ohio State
University, people who like Ohio State
or alumni of Ohio State are really going
to mceept him into the family,” Griffin
said,

“Personally, 1 really like the foct of

MlDDI.ETON
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294-7277

having { thio ties, but that's not alw
the way you can go. This se
genred Loward getting an eutstanding
athletic director and getting
who has o lot of experience as
tor, and 1 think we've gotten
think this guy fits the bill and can real
Iy do a great job for us.”

Neaither OSU president Gordon
nor vice president for student aflmirs
David Willlams II would comment on
whother Griffin would have beon their
sacond choieo had Geiger turned dowr
the job.

“All of the candidates that
nominated wore Even vory serious con
wderntion,” Gee said, *Archie was some
ane that we l.hmluh! very h:;{h|.\' af and
someone who was given very serious
conslderntion

“In the end, the decision was not
made against someone. It was made on
the fact that we believe that, in Andy
Geiger, we have hired the premier per
son in the country.”

Willinms added, “Archie is well
thought of here, a very good end ol
mine and a wonderful person, 1 think

ch was

a6

Archie is going to be very, very happy

bocause 1 think he is going to get some
extremely strong mentoring opportun-

wiors

Archie Griffin
itles with o man who has been athleti
director nt five universities over
yoors."

And when it comes time to search for
Goiger's successor?
“You never know,” Williams said

can't say if Il be here or who will |
here, but I can say one thing: If 1 had to
IJEI_‘L‘ nh next |I|]1]r'r|l' |]||"l'|'|l'|:_
would have to come up with samaething
spocial that I eannot even imagine for it
not to be Archie Griffin."
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New Athletic Director Wasn't Even Going To Interview For Post

Gee’s Sales Pitch Sold Geiger On Ohio State

By MA]U{ REA
limokeye Bporta Dulletin Editor

I'hree wosks before accepting the
athletic directorship at Ohio State,
Andy Geiger wasn't even interested in
the job

Waorking on completing the fourth
yoar of n five-year contract at
Maoryland, Geiger had been mentioned
in the last six montha for several jobs,
including  executive director of the

NCAA and commissioner of major
lengue basoball,
So, tired of the conjecture, Geiger

gave o polite “no thanks® when Ohio
State asked him if he would sntertain
the thought of becoming ita next
athletic director

“That was s very hysterical moment
for all of us,” OSU president Gordon
Ciee recountad. “Andy was someone that
we definitely wanted to pursue and it
appeared he wasn't interested.”

Howavar, Ges took it upon himself to
get Goiger interested

The 11-person search committes had
convened in Chicago with the intention

of interviewing Geiger in mid-April.
However, two days before the
preliminary interview was scheduled to
take place, Geiger sent Ohio Btate n fax
tolling Gee he would not consider the

jobs,

“At first, | was a reluctant candi.
date,” Geiger ndmitted. ‘I was asked if 1
would be interested to come and talk
and I said that I would, and then 1 said
that 1 wouldn't, But then [ learned
about Gordon Gee's persunsivenoss.”

After discussing the matter with
search committee chair Naney Zimpher,
Goe decided he would call Geiger per-
sonally.

“I enlled on a Sunday afterncon and
Andy said he had decided not to come
for the interview bacause he really folt a
commitment to his program and the
president at Maryland,” Gee said. *I of-
fored to call the president of Maryland
(William Kirwan), who 18 a very good
friend of mine, and ask him if And
could at least have conversation wil
us. Andy agreed and I did that.

"At that point, Andy did visit with
the committee und then we aggreasively
pursued him from that point on. It was

readily apparent to everyone that this
was our (faverite) candidate, so we went
flat out.”

It was a scennrio that was not sup-
posed to happen, at least if you believed
the initial rumors, Immediately after
athletie director Jim Jones announced
in February he would retire this coming
summer, former OSU quarterback Rex
Korn was rumored to be the university's
number one choice as successor.

“I don't think that's right,” said OSU
vice president for student affairs David
Willinms I1. “There were a lot of people
that had made Rex our first choice or at
lenst thought so. I'm sure there were
people on the search committes who
viewed Rex very highly.

“But what I can say is that [ had o
chance to talk with Rex. I enn say he is
a wonderful person who has a love for
this university. Quite honestly, [ think
Rex could have done a good job. But I
can guarantee you that at no time dur-
ing our deliberations was Rex number
one. He was going to have to go through
the process. And as you look at things
now, he would have been stacked up
against some real tough compaetition.”

Goe nlso bristled at the notion that
the search was cut and dried before it
over began.

“Thin was a senrch that was very
open,” he said. “Many people thought
this was n search that had started and
bean completed before the sounding
gun. That was not the case,

“Our determination was to find the
very. best person that we posaibly could
in this country., We believe we have
found that. We beliave that we have
found the person to match the
mountains of Ohio State and we're
blessed in that regard.

“We have found an individual that
was the consensus choice of our search
committee, our athletic council, the vice
presidont for student affairs, the presi
dent, and he was tho choice of the
trusteos.

“I eay that only because it is so rare
that we have unanimity in higher edu-
cation that I think we should mark this
as n very special occasion indeed. And
to have that choice choose us is some-
thing for which I am very grateful.”

Geiger ndmitted that he thought he
would never leave Maryland for another
athletic director's post. Howaever, when
he compared the scope of the two de-
partments, taking over at Ohio State
was o challenge he had to accopt.

*The enormity of this program, the
most comprehensive, the most broadly
based program in the country, a $30
million budget, facilities that are out-
standing in many ways with tremen-
dous opportunities to improue, he said,

T just found the scope of this program,
the traditions of this program, very
compelling.

*T think the persunsiveness and the
enthusinam of the top administration of
this university, the commitment toward
an absolutaly first-rate intercolleginte
nthleties program — all of these things
ware very strong factors for me

“This is one of the first four or five
names out of one's mouth when you talk
nbout leadership programs in inter-
collegiate athletics in the United
States.”

In fact, once Geo got Geiger inter-
estod in the job, the rest was easy
There were no protracted contract nego-
tHatlons, Gelger was vacationing with
his family at Disney World in lglori.dn
when he was offered the job, When Gee
and Williams nsked if he could give
them an answer when he returned from
vacation, he replied that he had already
renched a decision,

“That was one of the most ploasant
parts of this whole {ssue,” Gee said.
“When we offered the job to Andy, we
indicated to him we were willing to talk
about dotails, and he sald he would ne-
cept the job and all he expectad was to
be compensated fairly.

“Ha mentioned he would hope that
the pnckage he had at Maryland would
be met. Well, that package puts him in
the middle nf the Big Ten, so Andy,
quite frankly, you didn't negotinte very
woll, We were prepared to go way high-
or, but too late now.”

Geiger will recoive a one-year letter
of appointment with a base salary of
$180,000. The rest of the financinl pack.
age has not been determined, His con-
tract at Maryland paid him a reported
$125,000 per year with an additional
finaneial package which included an an.
nual annuity of $15,000 and the use of
two cars,

The base salary will place Geiger
somewhere in the middle of the pack
among Big Ten athletic directors. It
does, however, represent about a 20
percent increase ovor the $108,000 an-
nual salary that Jones receives.

Despite the fact he had n mulliyear
deal at Maryland, Geiger sald he was
comfortable with a one-year agreement.

*The frst time I ever worked under n
contract was at Maryland," ho aaid, “All
of my other positions have been at the
f‘:muru of whomever | reported to,

ankly, 1 prefer the latter. 1 perhaps
have some ideas that are a little bit dif-
ferent. I just don’t think it's fair or

proper under o eircumstance like this to
put things on a financial basis. Being
the abject of some sort of an auction, as
ofocontric ns l.hnt sounds, was very dis-.
tastaful to me.”
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By MARK REA
Huckeye Aports Bulletin Bditor

If first impressiona are any indica.
tion, athletie director Andy Geiger
should have no trouble relating favor-
ubly to the various head conches at Ohio
State

During a  brief get-together with
sevaral of the heads of OSU varsity
sports, Geiger triad to lay out his vision
of the immediate future and beyond.

“I met with as many coaches as [
could, as many as were on campus
today and did not have out-of-town
games,” he spid, “1 think it was a good
first meeting and I will be meeting with
the conches on an individual basis when
I come back and officially begin my
duties,”

That will be Moy 16 and hopelully
nftor the NCAA infractions committee
has announced ita findings in the inves-
tigation into the Ohie State men's bas-
kotball program

There has been speculation that the
February announcement of OSU
nthletic director Jim Jonea' early rotire.
ment was in some way connected to the
NCAA investigation, Purthermore, the
conjocture has boen that Geiger's ox
rionce in  helping clean up nl{l
Muaryland's brush with an NCAA probe
was one of the rensons he was pursued
so vigorously by Ohio State.

However, although Gaeiger toak groat
puins to outline n comprehensive plan
he will implement for rules complinnce
at 08U, the pending NCAA ruling
never came up in his first face-to-face
meating with hend basketball eonch
Randy Ayors

“Bamienlly, It was just a
you type meeting with a
sports in the department,” Ayers told
BSB. *We didn’'t put anything on the
table ns far as the program or the
NCAA was concerned.”

For the time being, Ayers and the
rest of his head coaching counterparts
will have to formulate their own
opinions regarding their new boss,

“Ho seoms to bo very in-tune with
Ohio State so far and I enjoyed talking
to him," football coach John Cooper told
BSB, "I have talked to some other
people who have worked with him and
they all say the same thing: He is a
hard worker whao really wants to see his
school suecead, I think that's what all of
us want.”

The paths of Cooper and Goiger will
likely cross saveral times in the coming
months. Cooper is sot to begin the next-
to-last year of a contract he signed prior
to the 1992 senson. Geiger mentioned
one of the challonges he sees in taking

ob-to-know-
ot of other
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Reaction To New Athletic Dirvector Is

Posztwe From Former, Future Coaches

the Ohio State job is “beating
Michigan,® a font that has eluded
Coopar in six previous tries with the
Buckeyes. He is the firat OSU head
conch in history t go winlegs in aix
straight attempts against the Wolves
and retain his job.

Ayern is also on the hot seat due to
back-to-back subpar seasons, several
waell-publicized off-campus scrapes with
the law by players and the NCAA inves.
tigation. 8till, eager to begin a sixth
yonr ns head conch and armed with o
contract through the 1998.99 season, he
is rendy to bogin work with Geiger.

“I think Andy comes ncross as very
straightforward and very honest,” Ayers
sald, “Of course, everyone in impressed
with his background. r%'H‘Iin!n!: he is going
to be good for Ohio State athletics.”

Ayors snid he consulted n couple of
frionds for their opinions when it ap-
poared Geiger was going to get the job,
He ealled former Ohio State and current
Muoryland head conch Gary Willinms ns
well ng former Stanford assistant and
current lown head conch Tom Davia for
their impressions,

“Gary told me = lot of very positive
things," Ayers said, “so we're looking
forward to working with him.

“Also, Tom Davis and I had some
conversation. Tom worked for Andy at
Stanford and was very impressed with
him there. Tom thinks Andy will bring
n lot of positive things, not only to Ohio
State, but to the conforence as well.”

The public perception in College
Park was that Geiger and Williams did
not get anlong well. Williams had al-
rendy been hired away from Ohio State
before Geiger arrived at Maryland in
1990 and thelr relationship has been
doseribed ns n “pencoful co-existonce,”

When it was apparent that Geiger
would receive the SSU Job, eolumninst
Jon Eilenber[t of The Baltimore Sun
wrote, “(Gelger) gots to avoid working
with Willinms, who is fast becoming the
king of College Park, Geiger and Wil-
linme co-existed pencenbly enough, and
with mutunl respact; but there was ten-
slon there. And it's never ensy for an
nthletie director when a coach gets nu
bullet-proof ns Willinms is about to get.”

Their relationship became tenuous
from the beginning when Willinms
wanted to bring in Donyell Marshall
and Lawrence Moten, two subpar nca-
demic recruits who latar went on to ba.
come big atars at Connecticut and
Syracuse, respectively.

Undoubtedly, Marshall and Moten
would have made the Terrapins n
markedly better toam much earlier in
their rebuilding process, but Geiger
wanted success without compromising
standards. Both were denied admission
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to Maryland,

Novortheless, Williams has had
nothing but glowing pralse for Geiger
during the four years he worked with
him,

“l think you're going to like Andy
Gaiger,” he told BSH. "He has high
standards und lofty goals and I think
the conches, players and fane nt Ohio
State are going to be pleased with the
choice.”

Willinma was reportedly irked this
past March when Geiger attended the
Atlantic Const Conference’s woman's
tournament instead of the Terraping
regular-senson finnle against Virginia, n
win the tenm needed and rocelved to get
into the NCAA Tournament for the first
time in six yenrs.

“He wasn't ot some of our other
games, 80 that wasn't that big a deal,”
Williams said. “I'm sure there was pres.
ware on him to be at the women's
tournament.

“Look, I would never eall our rela.
tionship closs. But that didn't mean we
didn't respect each other.”

Another former Ohio State conch
who doas conslder her relationship with
Golger close is Stanford women's bas.
kotball conch Tara VanDerveer,

Lured from the Lady Buckeyes to
Stanford by Geiger in 1985, VanDerveer
hns flouriahed with the Cardinal, win
ning two nationnl championships and
placing her program among the best in
the country.

“I think Andy will be great for Ohio
State,” VanDaervear told BSB, *1 enjoyed
working with him here because he sort
of recruited me to come to Stanford, He
has.an excellent sense of fairness-and
he cares about the program he's in-
volved with. I'm excited for him to be

going to Ohio State and I'm excited that
Ohio State had the chanee to get him.
“Heo's from the outside, 8o | hope
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Gary Williams

poople who follow Ohio State don't just
Judge him too quickly. But if peaple are
willing to give him & chance, he can do
great things, He's n no-nonsense person
He haa high expectations for the
couches and atafl, and i they aren't
willing to toe the line, they won't be
thore. T just think it's a groat fit for
averyone involved.”

Shi added that Geiger is a champion
of non-revenue aports, something he nd-
mitted during his initial press confer-
#nce at Ohlo State. But VanDerveer
nlso said that he was cognizant of the
fnct that football and men's basketball
genarally keop athlatic departments sol.
vont,

“He's definitely o supporter of all
nthleties, regurdless of gender,” she
said. “But he's also realistic about what
pays the bille. He just likes watching
young people compete under the banner
of the school

Geiger hired another ax-Buckeyo ul
Maryland, giving former OSU gradunte
assiatant Mark fTner the head foot-
ball coaching position. In two yenrs,
though, Duffner has posted only a 517
record with the Terrapina,
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I ndmit it. A couple of weeks ago, 1
didn't even know who Andy Geiger was.
But everything I've heard about him
since he emerged ns the new athletic
director nt Ohio State seems to be posi-
tive. Unfortunately, there still seema to
bo some grumbling that the job didn't
go to someone with an Ohio State back-
ground,

Porsonally, | think the job should go
to the beat person available, regardless
of background. If the best person is an
Ohio State porson, so much the better.
Putting emphasie on Ghio State roots

sbove other ngualifications, however,
might have beon a recipe for continued
prabloms in the OSU athletic depart.
maint

It in the view from this corner that
what Ohie State needn most is some
ww blood, new ldeas, not more of the

wme old way of deing business.
08U president Gordon Gee might
just agree, The resume of Oregon State

athletic  director Dutch Baughman
seemed impressive enough and he had
the strong Ohio State ties for which
many long. It seemed that he was a
leading candidate for the job before
quickly dropping out of the picture. The
rumor persists that Baughman fell into
disfavor when he acknowledged that he
has been influenced by outgoing OSU
athletic director Jim Jonas.

How well Geiger does in his new job
remains to be seen. But the process that
led to his selection seems indicative of
the type of problems he will have to con-
tend with at Ohio State,

It first appeared that former OSU
great Rex Kern was the choice to re-
place Jones. The selection process was
to be just a formality. Then Kern
seemad to sour on the job or the powers
that be soured on Kern — or both, Don't
put too much stock in the stories about
money or the former quarterback's
health being the deciding issues
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Aftar Kern was out of the picture, it
soemned like Ohio State had no backup
plan and the selection process appeared
to be in turmoil. And all along, there

was the question of what to do about
Archie Griffin, who seemed to become a
less and less likely choice ns the weeks
waent on,

University officials deny that Kern
was the predetermined choice and seem
to indicate that Gelger was the favorite
for some time. That may be true. But
that's not the way things appeared.

And that's part of the problem. Ap-
pearances can be averything, The Ohio
State athletic department at lenat ap-
pears to be in disarray. It's up to Andy
Gelger to demonstrate that his new de-
partment is the leader in colleginte
athletics that many believe it ia or
should be.

THERE SEEM to be three schools of
thought concerning Griffin,

There are those who balieve that the
former Buckeye great should have been
selocted for the athletic director's job,
espacially after Kern withdrew his
name from consideration. Others be.
liove that Griffin wasn't qualified for
the job — at least not yet. And then
there wore those who wondered why
Griffin, one of the most popular figures
in OBU sports history, would even want
a job where there's always going to be
somaebody mad at you,

I don't think you get to be the type of
athlete Griffin waa if you don't have a
competitive nature. And if you are truly
competitive, you are going to want to
rise to the top of your fleld. So it's pretty
eany to understand why Griffin, an OSU
administrator for nbout a decade now,
would want the top job at his alma
mater.

As far as whether he was qualified
for the job, if you compare his resume to
that of Geiger or Baughman — wall,
there's really no comparison, Griffin's
strongest qualifications for the job
seemed to be his popularity and ties to
Ohio State, the reasons many favored
him for selection.

My parents always taught me that
you have to eliminate all potential ob-
jections if you want to try and assure
yourself of something. A legitimate case
can be made that Griffin was not yet

ualified for a job of OSU’s magnitude.
Ey immediately promoting Griffin,
Goiger has given the new associate AD
a chance to eliminate the objection of
not being qualified.

In hia firet act at OSU, Geiger also
may have pulled off a public relations
coup, appensing those Buckeye backers
committed to Griffin's selection and
hopefully paving the way for the con-
tinued presence at Ohio State of one of
ita greatost ansets.

THERE HAS been a tremendous
proliferation of sports publications in
racent years. Nearly every major college
(and some not so major) has a paper
similar to BSH now and newsstand
shelves are loaded with preseason an.
nuals.

But when I was growing up, there
was only one preseason annual that was
n must-have, regardless of sport but es-
pecially for college football, and that
waa Street & Smith's,

As n somewhat confused youth, I al-
ways marveled at the faet that Paul

Hornung was able to run, kick and
throw the option pass for the Green Bay
Packers and also write the Midwest
report for Street & Smith's college year-
book

Of course, 1 uldmately figured oul
that the Packers’ “Golden Boy" and The
Columbua Dispateh's Hornung were two
different people. But nn o displaced
Midwesterner living in Washington,
D.C., 1 continued to read Hornung the
scribe’s reporta on Big Ten football roli-
glously.

Yoars later, aa my own career in
sportawriting was beginning, [ had the
opportunity to work part-time at The
Dispatch, Much as a green rookie up for
n cup of coffee in the majors must have
felt sitting in the dugout with u Mickey
Mantle or Willie Mays, so [ felt working
with one of the noted writars of my
youth.

Hornung, who passed away on May
2, wns definitely winding down his
career by then, a throwback to an era
whon far fewer sporting events were
televised and a beat reporter was often
a fan's eyes and ears to his or her favar.
ite team, He had been taken off his
baloved Ohio State beat after porhaps
handling the Woody Hayes firing story
from the heart rather than from the
facts and had been pretty much put out
to pasture. But I was still thrilled to bo
working with a man who was more in-
timate with three of the biggest Ngures
in sports history — Hayes, Juck Nick-
laus and Paul Brown - than asny
reporter.

The younger reporters at the paper
made fun of him, much as a high-flying
basketball player of today might make
fun of u star of yore whose bread and
butter was the two-handed set shot.
Maybe, along with cynicism and
negativity, a part of the new wave in
journalism was also a lack of respect for
those who paved the way before us.

A few years nfter that, | started BSB.
It was quite a thrill for me when
Hornung began contributing stories to
our ]puprr It made me fool like we had
really arrived, He had a wealth of OSU
sports knowledge to draw on. At one

nt, he had covered 326 straight Ohio

tate football games before being ns.
signed to cover the Cincinnati Reds in
the 19756 World Beries. He had an anec-
dotal writing style that was both inter-
esting and informative and often quite
humorous. Perhape the thing that stood
out most in his writing, however, was
his affection for Hayes.

In a time when jeans and tennis
shoes are not uncommon in the press
box, he would show up at our office Lo
turn in his stories dressed in a snappy
sport cont, erisp shirt and tie, He would
inevitably say something like, *I hope
this atory ia good enough.”

His humbleness would often ahow
through in his stories, The magnitude of
his contribution to this community,
however, was illustrated by the guest
book at his funeral, a veritable who's
who of the Columbus athletic, journal
istic and civie community.

As our way of remembering
Hornung, we reprint one of his contri-
butions to BSE on page 20 of this issue.
We hope it brings back memorien for
you — memories of Hornung, his good
friend Hayos and of another era.



