Originally Published: June 1989

BUCKEYFE | id

une 1989 Vol 8, no 28

L.L

BULLETIN

iTeoy

&hm
OSuU Losmg
Cage Aide

See Page 2

Grass: Yes
Canada: No
See Page 4

Burson Eyes
NBA Chances
See Page 10

OSU Coach To Meet With Terps
Williams Set To Interview

By Mark Rea

Ohio State basketball coach Gary
Willinms was acheduled to interview for
the hend coaching position at Maryland
just. before Bucheye Sports Bulletin
went to press,

Willinms' interview with Maryland
was to take place during the June 10.11
voenkoend, The interview was reportedly
scheduled for a neutral site in neither
Columbus nor College Park, Md,

It would probably have taken place
June 10, since Williams was hosting n
charity run in Columbuas on Junae 11,

Williams  has  repeatedly  told
reporters that Maryland is the only
school that could lure him away from
Ohio State,

“Any player looks back at his alma
mater, il he gets into coaching, and
thinks somewhere along the line that
would be really good,” Williams told The
Washingtan Post, “But 1 never enters
tained it ns boing especinlly realistic,
Bocause u!' the Uming and so many
other variables, it almost never hap-
pens

"1 don't think you can look at one job
and say, "That's where I want to coach,’
becnuse you can't go through your
career disappointad if it doesn’t happen
e mre too many variables involved
Timing's always so interesting with

“You just can’t wait for any one job to
open, as far as the way you run your
coaching career, Once 1 got to Ohio
State, 1 just didnt think about the
Maryland job coming open.”

But come open it has after the Ter-
rapina accopted the resignation of head
conch Bob Wade.

Maryland officials agreed May 12 to
buy out the remaining two yoars on
Wade's contract in return for his resig-
nation. In addition to compiling a 36-50
record in three years with the Ter
raping, Wade and the school came un-
der investigation by the NCAA for al-
leged violations including providing
transportation for a II(II'I:I"I"l |]!.'|._\'!r and
arranging cars for players from local
automobile dealerships,

Three days later, Ohio State athletic
director Jim Jones said he would dis
cuss the possibility of extending Wil-
linme’ contract. Williams is currently
near the end of the third year on a five
year pact with OSU

Jones emphasized that the contract
extension talks had nothing to do with
Williams being mentioned ns a candi
date for the Maryland job. Still, Jones
remained pragmatic about the situn-

ton

“l hope Gary doesn't leave,” Jonea
anid. *(But) my philosophy is that a Ohio State basketball conch Gary Williams was scheduled to
conch i free to pursue another op- interview with officials from the University of Maryland dur-

portunity rather than s

against his ing the June 10-11 weekend to discuss the Terrapins’ vacant
wishes, If an individual wa

n't happy head coaching position, Willinms has said that Maryland, his
alma mater, is the only school that can lure him away from
the Buckeyes,
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Williams Tops Terps’ List Of Candidates

" Continued From Page 1

here, wo wouldn't force him to stay. 1
don't mean that negatively or in specific
reference to Gary.”

On May .7, Williams for the first
time scknowledged that he would like
to be interviewed for the job at
Maryland.

“1 fael 1 owo (the Maryland people)
the courtesy of interviewing,” Willinms
suid, *T was able to get my college edu-
eation and get into cpeaching because
Maryland gave me an athletie scholar
ship.”

Williams played three years at
Maryland under head coach Bud Mil.
liken and was the Terps’ co-captain dur
ing his senior year and later served as n
gradunta nssistant coach,

“(Maryland) did a lot for me," Wil-
linms said. *1 loarned a lot of basketball
thers which has helped me in my
carser, [ got my dogree that qualifies
me to coach,

“So if Maryland wante to talk to me,
that's fine. Il definitely talk to them
bocause it's my school and 1 care about
Muaryland and that the basketball team
there in succensful ”

After leaving Maryland, Williams'
first coaching job was as an nssistant at
Woodrow Wilsen High School in Cam-
den, N.J, After one senson, he took over
s head conch and guided the team to a
27-0 record and the state championship.

He spent one mors year at Woodrow
Wilson before joining Tom Davie' staff
ot Lafayette. In 1978, Williams nc.
companied Davis to Boston College and,
one yoar later, was named hend coach
at American University.

“That was my first heod coaching job
aridd 1 was scared to death,” Williams
sald. “1 think the fivst two years we
were 27.27. Then, we started to get
somo of the Washington, D.C., players.”

In 1681, his American University
temmn sot o school record for victories
with a 24-8 mark, won the East Coast
Conference and earned an NIT bid. As o
rasult, ho wos voted district coach of the
Yeuar,

Another 20-win season followed and
then Williams was hired at Boaton Col-

GO BUCKS ¢ GO

lege. His four-year record there wos 76-
45 and included two NCAA appearances
and one trip to the NIT.

In 1987, Ohio State hired him to re.
place Eldon Miller and he responded
again with a 20-win senson. He also
treatod OSU fans to a more exciting
style of play and helped the team
achieve n string of sellout crowds at St.
John Arena that remains intact,

In three yoars with the Buckeyes,
Williams has a 59-41 record with two
NIT bids and one NCAA trip.

He admits that the prospects for the
future at Ohio State are excallant, With
Jim Jackson and Mark Baker ready to
join o east which already includes Perry
Carter, Treg Lee, Jamaal Brown and
Chris Jant, the Buckeyes look to be in
good shape for years to come,

Still, Willinms admits to having feel-

ings for the program at Maryjand,
rocked in recent years from the Len
Bias death to the reassignment of Lofty
Diriesell to the npparent forced resigna-
tion of Wade,

“This in n critical time for Maryland,”
Willinms told the Post. “The way I see
it, the future of Maryland basketball
can be great, Whatever's happened has
hnpklennd They can't go back.

ow ot Maryland you have to ask
"What can it be? You have to dream, to
have o vision of where you want to seo
that program, I think that's what the
people at Maryland are doing right
now.”

Other candidates reported for the job
are North Carolina-Charlotte coach Jeff
Mullins, Bob Wenzel of Rutgers and
Morgan Wooten of DeMatha High
School in Hyattaville, Md.

Mullins told T%he Associated Press he
folt that Williams should be considered
the leading candidate,

“It soems to me that it's Gary Wil
linms and everyone after that,” said
Mullins, who had not decided whether
to pursue the position. *I would be very
surprisoed if he is not (offered the posi-
tion). But I hnve no way of knowing
that for sure."

Should Williams decide to stay at
Ohio State, some sources say Maryland
could add Jim Calhoun of Connecticut
to its list of prospective conches

No one has beon rumored as a pos-
aible replacement for Williams should
he leave Ohio State, although former
08U assistant Rick Barnes, now head
coach at Providence, and current as.
sistant Randy Ayers have both been
mentioned as possible succensors.

Fraschilla Accepts Assistant
Coaching Post At Providence

By Marhk Rea

Fran Fraschilla, an assistant basket-
ball coach at Ohio State for two years,
has acceptad a similar post at Pro-
vidence College.

Fraschilla will join hoad conch Rick
Barnes' stafT at Providence. Barnes is a
former OSU assistant coach, The two
men are good friends,

“For me, professionally, it's a good
move because of my association with
Rick in the past” Fraschilla sald. “It
really made mo foel like I could bo a key
part of what they're bulldlng at Pro-
vidence.”

Fraschilla joined Ohfo State in June
1987, after apending six years as an ns-
sistant at Ohio University.

A native of Brooklyn, N.Y.,, Fras-
chilla graduated from Brooklyn College
in 1979 and began his conching caroor
in 1980 as an assistant at New York
Tech. In his only season there, Tech
compiled a 26-3 rocord.

He later conched one semson at
Rhode Island under former Villanova

Fran Fraschilla

conch Jack Kraft, That year, URT posted
a 21.6 mark,

The following year, Fraschilla be-
came an assistant at Ohio University
under then head conch Danny Nee, He
spent five seasons with Nee and during
that streteh the Bobeats recorded four
20-win seasons. When Billy Hahn took
over the OU program in 1987, Fras.
chilla remained on the Bobeats' ataff
and continued his duties ns recruiting
coordinator.

One year later, after Jim Cleamons
left OSU to become head coach at
Youngstown State, Buckeyes head
conch Gary Williams hired Fraschilla as
an assistant,

Fran has an Eastorn background
and feels it's time to get back to that
part of the country,” Williams said,

“At Providence, you usually look
south to recruit and that means New
York City,” Williams told The Columbus
Dispateh, “Fran 18 from Brooklyn and
he knows that area very well.”

Both men said Fraschilla's accep
tance of the Providence job had nothing
to do with Williams being the reported
front-runner for the head coaching job
at Maryland.

“Absolutely not," Fraschilla said
“Gary was very supportive of this be-
cause he saw that It was a way for me
to got back closer to my roots,

“It's a chanee to broaden my back-
ground as a coach. I've spent elght
years in Ohio and loved every minute of
it, Now I'm going back to my roots.

“I'm oxcited about it. I've talked 1o
lot of people and New York and Noew
Jersey 1o the aren whero Providence has
recruited a lot of great players. That's
an area that T am familinr and comfort-
able with."

Barnes called Willlams Juane 4 as-
king for permission to talk to Fras-
chll? The opening was created when
Herb SBenduk loft Providence to join new
Kentucky coach Rick Pitino

Williams said he would recommend
part-time assistant Paul Brazeau to re.
place Fraschilla. Brazeau would join
Randy Ayera as OSU's two full-time as.
sistants pormitted under NCAA rules

“Paul has worked hard and done a
great job,” Williams said. “He's been
with me four years at Boston Colloge
and two years here”
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Both Schools Have Things Going For Them

Will Gary Williams Stay Or Will He Go?

Why would ¢ yary Williame want to go
to Maryland?

It's been the burning question
arpund Ohio State for the past several
wosks as Buckeye fans pondar the pos.
sibilities of losing their extremely popu
lay baskethall coach.
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Why would Willinma want to go to
Maryland? The answers are obvious.

First and foremost, Maryland is his
alma mater. There is a lot of emotion
attachad with “going home,” and this
may be the only chance that Williams
has to do that

Another reason is that Maryland will
undoubtedly offer Willlams a generous
sum of money to take over the troubled
program, Williams has said that money
is not and never has been an issue for
him, but he certainly eannot discount it
altogether

I'he Terrapine play in o prestigious
conference. The Atlantic Coast Confer
ence has every bit of the national spot.
light that the Big Ten enjova. Bringing
the Maryland program back to the
prominence it enjoyed not so long ago
waould certainly be a career coup for
Williame.

Also at Maryland, basketball is the
kingpin. Can you honestly name the
Terrapins' head football conch? Do you
remomber the last time they were in
the Top Ten? Williams would never
have to worry about taking a back seat
to any other sport on the campus at Col-
lege Park.

Of course, Maryland doesn't have
everything going for it, There are some
things that should induce Williams to
want to stay in Columbus,

The two biggest reasons that come
immediately to mind are Jim Jackson
and Mark Baker. Jackson, the sensa-
tional recruit from Toledo, and Baker,
one of the best point guards around,
will both join the Buckeyes next season
in what eould be one of the best
campaigns in recent memory.

Jackson is the player that Buckeye
fans have been waiting for since the
glory days of the late 19608 and early
19608, He has the potential to becomo a
great college basketball player, capable
of leading the Buckeyes to champion-
ahipa of all kinda.

In the same vein, Baker is the point
guard that the Buckeyes sorely missoed
last season, If he can knock off the rust
of sitting out a year due to Prop 48,
Baker has the ability to become one of
the nation's top players at his position.

In addition to those newcomers, Wil-
liama will still have the services of
Porry Cartor and Treg Lee, a puir of
players who have the potential to be
come one of the most dominating duos
in the Big Ten.

And don't forget the likes of Jamnal
Brown and Chris Jent, a couple of
players who showed vast improvement
during the final streteh of the 1088-80
season, The team's depth continues
with Bill Robinson, James Bradley, Elf
Brewster, Steve Hall and recruits Alex
Davis and Tom Brandewie,

It is an Ohio State basketball team
with as much potential as any in recent
moemary.

Of courss, the prospects for rewards
on the basketball court are not the only
things that should entice Williams to
stay with the Buckeyes,

Should he remuin nt Ohio State, Wil-
linms is aleo virtually assured of getting
job security in the form of u contract ex-
tansion, He is currently winding up the
third year on o five.year deal and could
TecCuive as |]|l|i.'h as n T.I!T{.".'-yl‘llr th('ﬂ-
sion from athletic director Jim Jones.
That would make him OSU coach
through the 1993.94 season and assure
Buckeye fans of exciting action for at
least that long.

Editor's
Notebook
with Mark Rea

Willinms also seems to have a genu-
ine foeling for Ohio State and its
players,

You anly had to witness Williams at
the press conference mnnouncing Jay
Burson's neck injury to see how he truly
feals about his players.

Several times during the press con
feronce, Williams had to stop mid
sentence to retain his composure. The
fact that Burson, who had meant so
much to the Buckeyes during his four.
yenr career, would never play in a Scar-
let and Gray uniform again really got to
Williams,

It was o genuine display of emotion
from m man whom the general public
knows only from the way he conches
basketball games and the way he acts
in television commercials,

Many people have offersd the argu-
ment that Williams ls an Easterner and
longe to return to that part of the coun
try. That all goes along as part of the
“going home"® factor.

In recent years, though, it has

woomod that Williams has effectively
taken Columbus na his home. He seems
to have the support of the Ohio State
athletic department and undoubtedly

OSU Jerseys
Sweat Shirts
T-Shirts
Sweat Shorts
Jackets
Novelties
Tennis Shoes

M A wide selection of other
major university merchandise

has the undying devotion of 99 percent
of all Buckeye funs

Last but not least, Williams would be
facing a complete overhaul of a wrecked
Maryland program

The Terrapins are reoling from the
cocaine-induced death of star player
Len Bias, the revelations of scademic
shortcomings of some players, the reas
signment of former hoad comch Lefty
Driesell, the apparent forced resigna
tion of head conch Bob Wade and the
imponding NCAA sanctions that lad to
Wade's resignation

Williams would have to be willing to
dedicate himself, body and soul, t
revitalizing the program, That means
16-20 hour workdays for about two

vears. Bven then, the program may not
recover,

As you ean seo, the pros and cons for
both the Ohio State and Maryland jobs
are numerous. Perhaps that (s the rea
son why Williams has not been in a big
hurry to make his decision.

Probably by the time you read this,
Williams will have either decided to
stay at OSU or leave for Maryland

In my opinion, [ think Williams is an
oxcellent busketball coach and Ohlo
State ought to be thankful it has his
services, Personally, 1 hope he stays
with the Buckeyes

But he hus to mnke the decision
based upon what is best for him, not
what is best for Ohio State or
Maryland

It's Gary's decision to make. Frankly,
I'm glad it's not mine
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By the time you read this column,
Gary Willinms may already have made
hin decigion as to whather he is going to
g\;_hto Maryland or stay at Ohio State,

jlo what he is going to do is un-
cortain as I write, one thing fs certain.
Every Buckeye fan we have spoken to in
the past fow weoks is adamant about
wanting Williams to stay in Columbus,

The question they ask mont often is
why would Willinms even consider
going to Maryland. And there nre
cartainly a lot of reasons to stay at Ohio
State.

The biggest reason to stay, in my
mind, is the fact that most people, aspae-
cially people with Willams' type of
pride and desire, don't like to leave a
Job until it is finished. Williams has put
the excitement back in Ohio State bas-
ketball, He's put people back in the
soats at St. John Arena. He's had a fair
amount of succass in the win-loss de-
partment. And, probably most impor-
tantly, he's brought quality athletes
back into the Ohio State basketball pro-

am.

Not since people like Herb Williams,
Clark Kellogg and Kelvin Ransey all
played on the same team several years
oack, has Ohio State had the type of
athletes on its basketball team that it
will have next season. Too many times

in the past fow years have the Buckeyoes

had to face teams like Illinois and

Michigan, that simply had too much fire
r for OSU,

But for all those positives that Wil
linms has brought to the Ohio State
bosketball program, the bottom line
still is hanging new banners from the
raftors of St. John Arenn. While the
foundation has been lnid, that hasn't
been done yet, And | think a guy like
Gary Williams won't be satisfied until
he wins a Big Ten championship and
contends for the national title.

‘With so many talented players in the
fold, why, we are so often asked, would

Williams want to leave Ohio State for

Maryland, a school facing possible
NCAA sanctions, a school that has to
compaete with the biggies of the ACC, as
wall as perennial power Georgotown?

Obwviously, one major reason is that
Williams is n Maryland grad. Let's face
it. Poople have a thing about their alma
mater. If they didn't there probably
wouldn't be such a publication as Buck-
eye Sporta Bulletin,

There have also been reports that
the relationship betwoen Willlams and
OSU athletic director Jim Jones has
been strained at times and that Wil
linms is unhappy with basketball's posi-

tion versus football at Ohio State.

All of us have been in situations
where we sometimen have problema got-
ting along with lo with whom we
work, Willinma and Jones, however, are
both professionals and if there are dif-
ferences, I think they can work through

As for the status of football at Ohio
State, I think it will nlways be number
one. However, Willinms has done a good
enough job that perhaps some extra
consideration should be given to the
needs of his am.

1 offer these final thoughts on the
Williamas situation:

The [mct that Bob Wade was in
trouble at Maryland and that Williams
would most likely be the Terrapins’ first
choice an conch has been known for
some time, The OSU athletic depart-
ment rnjrht have moved more quickly to
sign Willilams to the contract extension
he apparently desires, heading off this
utnmftd waiting period which doesn’t
E:th‘lculnﬂy help the Buckeye basket-

| program. Sometimes it's botter to
act than to be forced to react later,

On the other hand, Williams is al-
ready under contract to Ohio State and
will be for another two L{“u Yot ha is
conaidering taking another position. So

College Publications Combine
For National Media Buys

Network (CSAN).

The network has
united many of the top
alumni/ sports publica-
tions across the country
into one cohesive unit,
creating a large sub-
scriber base. Because
the magazines are gen-
erally small, they have
been overlooked for na-
tional advertising buys.

College alumni/sports publications
are carrying their first national ads with
the help of a new independent advertising
network, the Collegiate Sports Advertising

However, combining them into a one-
stop buy creates the most logical vehicle
to reach college alumni and fans.

The circulation base is virtually 100
percent college educated, mostly male,
with an active interest in sports and

ALUMNI

POWER

PAYS!

263-0407,

sporting events. Many subscribers not
only pay above average yearly subscrip-
tion prices, but also contribute regularly
to their alma maters. )

For more information, contact the
Collegiate Sports Advertising Network,
c/0 The Maxwell Associates, Inc., 908
South Hull Street, Montgomery, Alabama
36104, (205) 834-8802 / FAX (205)

CSAN sells school
year schedules consist-
ing of Septerber, Octo-
ber, November, January,
February, and March
issues, but will break up
full schedules, if neces-
sary. CSAN will accom-
modate partial or regional
insertions for advertisers
as well.

Buckeye Fans Adamant About Keeping Williams

doos a contract extension really mean
anything?

I'VE SEEN many great Big Ten
athletes in the several yoars that [ have
boen covering sports in this conference
Surely, for me, the most inspirational
has been former Michigan and Olympie
and current California Angels pitcher
Jim Abbott.

I must admit, however, that | was a
little concerned when the Angels elocted
to bring him up to the big club without
any minor league experience. The pres-
sure on any player who makes the jump
right to the big leagues ia immense, an
is the media attention, In Abbott's case,
because he has been able to overcome
what can hardly, for him, be ealled a
handicap, that pressure, from the media
in particular, was surely even greater,

Much to my surprise and pleasure,
Abbott seems to have prospered so [ar
for the Angels. Through games of June
4, Abbott had a 5.3 record in nine
starts, with a solid .42 ERA and 35
strikeouts in 55 1/3 innings, helping the
Angels to first place in the American
League West. The Angels finished in
fourth place last season,

In this time of , gambling and
pox scandals in baseball, Jim Abbott is
truly someons we can all look up to.

SPEAKING OF Big Ten baseball
and Eﬁt and determination, you've got
to take your hat off to the OS5U basebnll
team. No one can say that the baseball
Bucks backed into
playofla.

With their backs against the wall,
the Buckeyes swept a pair of double-
headers at Michigan State to take the
fourth and final playofl spot. I think
that kind of performance under pres-
sure says a lot about conch Bob Tedd
and his baseball team.

IF YOU'VE been thinking about
Jjoining Buckeye Boostors, now might be
a good time to do so. The Boosters have
some great things planned for the up-
coming months.

The seventh annual Buckeye
Booaters golf tournament will be hald
on Friday, June 16. There will be 28
fivesomes playing in the tourney with
an OBU coach, administrator or former
player and four Boosters in ench group.

ads will go to benefit the OSU
football and basketball programs.

Boosters members are also admittad
to the OSU football team's picture day
on Aug. 26, and the nnnual Scrimmage
Dinner, honoring the grid seniors, e
scheduled for Sept. 6 at the Hyatt on
Capitol Square in Columbus,

Once again, the Boosters have put

other exciting packages for all the

U away gamas this season, high-
lighted by a trip to San Francisco and
the USC game. The trip will feature
four nights at the Hyatt Regency on the
Embuareadoro in San Francisco, as well
s the big game with the Trojans in Los
Angeles. This is a great opportunity to
share fun and football with others who
share your love of the Buckeyes,

Finally, you won't want to miss the
annual Huddle Luncheon, to be held
Nov. 21, also at the Hyatt on Capitol
Square. This is always one of the
highlights of Michigan week.

For mora information on membaer-

ship or any of these events, give Carole
Miller a call at (614) 431-2323.

the conference



