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Ohio State Survives
Scare At Penn State

By RYAN GINN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Even though a soft four-game stretch made it seem so, it
won’t always be easy for Ohio State as it tries to fight its way
back into the national title picture.

Penn State showed as much. The Nittany Lions, who
entered as two-touchdown underdogs Oct. 25 in Happy
Valley, climbed out of a 17-point halftime deficit to force
a tie with nine seconds left before falling 31-24 in double
overtime.

It was Ohio State’s fifth straight win, but the No. 13
Buckeyes didn’t post the impressive winning margin of the
previous quartet of games, a dominating stretch that might
have quickly raised expectations for a young team that may
not have been as good as the scores indicated.

“I tried to keep telling you guys,” Ohio State offensive
coordinator Tom Herman said. “You guys wouldn’t listen.

We certainly are a work in prog-
ress, like 1 said. We're playing
with a quarterback that now has
seven games under his belt, and
we’re playing with a few guys up
there that this was really their
first road test in a ridiculously
hostile environment.

“Hats off to Penn State. They
played their tails off, and obvi-
ously their crowd is a big factor
in what they do. It was exciting
to see us keep responding, keep
responding, keep responding.
Although it took some time, at the
end of the day our guys pulled it
out when they needed to.”

Luckily for the Buckeyes, they
have sophomore defensive end
Joey Bosa, a one-man wrecking
crew whose laid-back demeanor
turns into a ruthless disposition
once he steps on the field. The
Florida native made the play that
won the game, charging into
the backfield on fourth down
in double overtime and driving
helpless running back Akeel
Lynch into quarterback Christian
Hackenberg, who went down for
the game-ending sack.

SONNY BROCKWAY PHOTOS
GETTING IT DONE - Redshirt freshman quarterback
).T. Barrett (16, above) rushed for two touchdowns
in overtime, and sophomore defensive lineman
Joey Bosa (97, right) recorded a game-ending sack
to help the Ohio State football team earn a 31-24
double-overtime win at Penn State.

Bosa’s walkoff walloping in Happy Valley was just another
highlight in a short career filled with them. It was just more
than one year ago when Bosa announced his arrival onto the
college football scene in another tense road night game, tal-
lying the first two sacks of his career against Northwestern
and recovering a fumble in the end zone as time expired to
turn a nail-biter into a 10-point win.

This one was bigger in every way.

“That wasn’t what I was supposed to do, I was supposed to
hit the guard and wrap up, but he blocked down so the hole
opened so I just took it,” Bosa said. “I was tired of trying to
work my way around the back so I just ran him over.”

After the game, with postgame television interviews
complete on the field, Bosa sought out redshirt freshman
quarterback J.T. Barrett for a hug before the duo headed
back to the locker room. Bosa teased Barrett about saving
the game, and Barrett let him know just how thankful he was
to have Bosa on his side.

It was a sentiment that Barrett repeated in the postgame
interview room.

“Joey Bosa, one thing I can say is I'm really glad he’s on
our team,” Barrett said. “That’s for sure. He’s a great player
on defense and really kept us in the game tonight. We just
appreciate those guys. Without them, it definitely would have
been a whole lot worse.”

‘While it was easy in hindsight to see how Ohio State could
have left Beaver Stadium with a second loss, that wasn’t the
case at halftime. The Buckeyes didn’t run Penn State off the

field in the first half the way they had done to Rutgers and
Maryland, but the statistical comparisons were still clearly
pointing toward OSU dominance.

The Nittany Lions gained just five first downs in the
opening two quarters and amassed 11 rushing yards on
nine attempts. Their shining area of play offensively was
Hackenberg, who completed 10 of 16 passes for 67 yards, no
touchdowns and one interception — although officials later
admitted the interception stood because of technical difficul-
ties in the replay process.

Continued On Page 8
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Learning To Win In Tough Road Game Good Thing

See if this sounds familiar. Ohio State is
ahead or tied in the fourth quarter only to
see the other team take the lead because the
defense cannot come up with an opportune
stop and get the opposing offense off the
field.

Urban Meyer now has a 30-3 record with
the Buckeyes, and all three of his losses — to
Michigan State and Clemson last year, and
against Virginia Tech earlier this season — fea-
tured the aforementioned scenario. That’s
why it was nearly déja vu Oct. 25 for the third-
year coach when his team squandered a 17-0
halftime lead and then failed to protect a 17-14
advantage late in the fourth quarter against an
injury-riddled Penn State offense before the
Buckeyes managed to pull out a 31-24 victory
in double overtime.

Some pundits jumped at the opportunity
to criticize Ohio State’s so-called improve-
ment over the past month, chalking it up to
playing inferior competition. Likewise, they
opined that playing against a tougher Penn
State defense made quarterback J.T. Barrett
- tweaked knee or not — look a lot more like
a redshirt freshman than a Heisman Trophy
candidate.

Perhaps the pundits have a point.

The Nittany Lions took advantage of
Barrett on his first interception, confusing
him first with a pressure rush and then
disguising their coverage enough that the
throw went right to defensive tackle Anthony
Zettel, who turned it into a 40-yard touchdown
return.

Another deceptive coverage from Penn
State early in the fourth quarter resulted in
Barrett’s second interception when the Ohio
State threw a pass to linebacker Mike Hull,
who dropped into a zone in front of intended
receiver Evan Spencer.

The first of the two picks ended Barrett’s
streak of 116 consecutive passes without an
interception and pretty much silenced (at
least for now) the Braxton Miller deniers.
Not that Barrett was helped very much by his
receivers, who couldn’t consistently get open,
as well as some conservative play-calling from
offensive coordinator Tom Herman.

Midway through the fourth quarter, with
the Buckeyes protecting a 17-14 lead and fac-
ing a third-and-6 situation, Herman called for
running back Dontre Wilson to take a direct
snap in the Wildcat formation. But instead
of trying to use Wilson’s speed to get to the
outside for first-down yardage, the sopho-
more tried to weave his way through traffic
up the middle and was stopped well short of
the marker.

Tell me again the point of recruiting speed
if you're not going to use it, especially in late-
game situations against a tiring defense?

And while we’re on the subject of address-
ing problems we thought had already been
addressed, when are Ohio State defensive
backs going to begin contesting passes rath-
er than just playing the opposing receiver?
Redshirt freshman corner Eli Apple never
turned his head to look for the ball on Penn
State’s fourth-quarter touchdown pass,
while gun-shy Nittany Lions QB Christian
Hackenberg completed 9 of 13 attempts for
63 yards during his team’s late drive for the
field goal.

Maybe the game exposed a still-young,
still-growing Ohio State team as still not
ready for prime time. In addition to Barrett’s
mistakes, there were too many missed assign-
ments along the offensive line, redshirt fresh-
man Jalin Marshall turned virtually every punt
return into a near-disaster, there was a lot of
shoddy tackling on defense, and true fresh-
man kicker Sean Nuernberger missed a 41-

yard field goal in the third quarter that would
have altered Penn State’s offensive strategy at
the end of regulation.

Then again, maybe the Buckeyes’ second-
half struggles against the Nittany Lions will
pay a dividend down the road. Meyer’s young
team didn’t respond very well when Virginia
Tech bloodied its nose in early September,
and it was at least encouraging to see the
Buckeyes react to adversity in a much better
fashion in late October.

[EDORS
NOTEBOOKS
Mark§Rea

Overcoming hardship on the road at night
in front of a hostile crowd? That’s huge for a
young team and could go a long way toward
creating something positive Nov. 8 in East
Lansing.

Game Notes

e Meyer is the fastest Ohio State head
coach to achieve 30 victories, taking only
33 games to reach the mark. Jim Tressel
(2001-10) was previously the fastest OSU
coach to 30 wins, reaching the milestone in
36 contests. Third on that list is Earle Bruce
(1979-87), who won 30 of his first 37 games.

e The game featured two of the win-
ningest college football teams in history.
Counting vacated seasons, Ohio State ranks
fifth all-time with 867 wins while Penn State
ranks sixth with 846. Michigan is first all-
time with 913 followed by Notre Dame (881),
Texas (877) and Nebraska (872).

e The higher ranked team has won 22
of the last 24 meetings. OSU entered the
game ranked 12th in the coaches’ poll and
13th by the Associated Press writers while
the Nittany Lions were unranked. Penn State
has not been ranked since the end of the 2011
regular season.

e OSU sophomore defensive end Joey
Bosa had 2% sacks against the Nittany
Lions, including one on the final play of the
game when he bullrushed running back
Akeel Lynch and knocked the hopelessly
mismatched 6-0, 221-pound junior backward
into Hackenberg. Bosa has recorded at least
one tackle for lost yardage in 13 consecutive
games, one off the school record set by Andy
Katzenmoyer in 1996-97 and equaled by Ryan
Shazier in 2012-13.

e When Nuernberger converted a 49-yard
field goal in the second quarter, it was the
longest three-pointer by an Ohio State kicker
since Drew Basil's 52-yarder during a 26-21
win against Michigan in 2012. It was also the
longest field goal for an OSU Kkicker in a Big
Ten road contest since Ryan Pretorius kicked
one 50 yards in Beaver Stadium during a 37-
17 win against Penn State in 2007.

e Lost amid the defensive troubles in the
second half were a couple of huge hits by
OSU defenders. Junior nickelback Armani
Reeves broke up a late first-half pass over the
middle by leveling Penn State receiver Geno
Lewis, while sophomore safety Vonn Bell
rattled tight end Mike Gesicki’s bones on a
third-quarter sideline throw. Both were clean,
hard hits, and the 5-11, 200-pound Bell's was
especially noteworthy because it came against
Gesicki, who goes 6-6 and 240 pounds.

e Ohio State’s school-record streak of
scoring 50 or more points ended at four
games. Had the Buckeyes topped the 50-
point mark against Penn State, it would have
marked the first time since 1903 that a Big

Ten team had scored 50 or more points in five
consecutive games. Michigan turned the trick
that season against the likes of Albion (76-0),
Beloit (79-0), Ohio Northern (65-0), Indiana
(51-0) and Ferris State (880). Making the
feat even more remarkable was the fact the
Wolverines played those five games over the
span of just 14 days.

Some Final Thoughts

e While watching Michigan State add
to the woes of in-state rival Michigan, it was
difficult to tell just how good Sparty really is.
A couple of takeaways from that game, how-
ever. First, it will be extremely loud at Spartan
Stadium for the Ohio State-MSU showdown,
and secondly, the Buckeyes might want to
think about double coverage on receiver
Tony Lippett, whose three catches against the
Wolverines covered 103 yards with a touch-
down. Lippett is averaging 20.2 yards on his
39 receptions this season, and he has eight
TD catches.

e Speaking of the Michigan-Michigan
State rivalry, I initially saw no reason why
Mark Dantonio would keep his offensive
starters in the game on the Spartans’ final
drive, which resulted in a 5yard touchdown
run by Jeremy Langford with just 28 seconds
remaining. That was, of course, until I discov-
ered that Michigan players had disrespected
the rivalry by planting a stake in the Spartan
Stadium turf before the game. During his
postgame comments, Michigan head coach
Brady Hoke said he was aware something
might have happened before the game but
was unsure of the details. Attention to every
detail is part of a head coach’s job, and
one more indication that Hoke will likely be
replaced at season’s end.

e One more thing about that 35-11 victory
for Michigan State. Dantonio notched his 71st
win with the Spartans, pushing him all alone
into second place on the school’s all-time wins
list behind Hugh “Duffy” Daugherty (109,
1954-72). Coach Dino also now has a 42-18
record in Big Ten play during his seven-plus
seasons in East Lansing, a remarkable turn-
around from the meandering 19-37 confer-
ence mark the program had recorded during
the seven-year period preceding his hire.

e While high-octane passing attacks con-
tinue to grab headlines, the Big Ten remains
primarily a run-oriented conference. Heading
into the final weekend of October, three of
the top seven rushing teams in the country
were Big Ten teams — Wisconsin at No. 1,
Nebraska at No. 6 and Indiana at No. 7. While
the Hoosiers were idle Oct. 25, the Badgers
and Cornhuskers continued to pad their rush-
ing stats. Bucky rolled for 311 yards on the
ground during a 527 wipeout of Maryland
while the Huskers rushed for 292 yards as
part of a 42-24 rout of Rutgers.

e The next time some tradition-chal-
lenged youngster floats the idea of Ohio
State wearing black uniforms during a
game, remind them that such a practice
would be borrowing a page from That
School Up North. Before Fritz Crisler got to
Ann Arbor in 1938, Michigan wore predomi-
nantly black uniforms that included black
helmets. That changed only after Crisler
brought the familiar winged helmet design
with him from Princeton, where he coached
from 1932-37. Unlike today, however, where
every uniform tweak represents some kind
of marketing gimmick, Crisler had practi-
cality in mind. The College Football Hall of
Fame coach believed the distinctive maize-
colored wing pattern would be helpful to his
halfbacks as they tried to spot their receiv-
ers downfield.
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Ohio State Keeps Playoff Hopes Alive With OT Win

Continued From Page 1

The Buckeyes didn’t move the ball as
efficiently as they had in past games, but they
still found a way to put points on the board
in a loud environment. Sophomore running
back Ezekiel Elliott got the Buckeyes on top
with a 10-yard touchdown run on OSU’s first
possession. It was a sign of things to come
for the St. Louis native, who rushed for 109
yards on the night.

Freshman Sean Nuernberger knocked a
49-yard field goal through the uprights early
in the second quarter, and senior tight end
Jeff Heuerman caught a 1-yard touchdown
pass from Barrett with 3:58 until halftime to
put Ohio State up by three scores.

Everything looked to be going well for
the Buckeyes, who had the added bonus
of receiving the opening kickoff of the sec-
ond half. One thing had changed, though
— Barrett sprained his knee late in the
second quarter. It wasn’t serious enough to
keep him out of the game, but Ohio State
head coach Urban Meyer said it did have
an impact on the team’s play-calling in the
second half.

“We tried to manage the game,” Meyer
said. “I didn’t like the way we went about
business in the second half. When you’re not
moving people and then they start teeing off
on you, that’s kind of what it felt like was hap-
pening. We have good skill, but we could not
get them the ball. We've got to re-evaluate a
bunch of stuff we're doing.”

Everything changed on the third play of
the third quarter. Facing third-and-6, Barrett
failed to see Penn State defensive tackle
Anthony Zettel drop back into coverage. In
fact, three Penn State players were in front
of intended receiver Michael Thomas by the
time the ball got there, but it was Zettel who
snatched it out of the air and raced 40 yards
for a pick-six to put the Nittany Lions back in
the game. It was the first of several teachable
moments to come.

“It was actually a Cover-0 blitz that they
spied the two inside guys out for your hot
throws and your slants and all that,” Herman
said. “We've got to recognize that and
change the protection. So it’s a very teach-
able moment because that certainly is not

The All Inclusive

Website Solution

something we've never seen as coaches or
anything like that. In the heat of the moment,
we didn’t do what we should have.”

That ball marked the first interception
Barrett had thrown since the Kent State
game Sept. 13. In the four games between
the Virginia Tech loss and Penn State win,
Barrett had thrown 17 touchdowns and just
the lone interception. That span helped erase
the memories of the loss to the Hokies and
vaulted Barrett into the Heisman conversa-
tion if not actual consideration.

The second half in Happy Valley put
an end to that talk for now, but Ohio State
learned more about the man thrust into the
spotlight just two weeks before the opener
thanks to a season-ending injury to would-be
starter Braxton Miller. But before those les-
sons, there were more struggles. The results
of all second-half drives by Ohio State read,
in order: interception, punt, missed field
goal, punt, interception, punt, punt.

The final punt came when Ohio State
gained exactly 1 yard on three plays and put
the Nittany Lions in position to win or tie the
game down three points with three minutes
to play. Luckily for Barrett, the defense bent
but didn’t break. Penn State marched down
to the Ohio State 14 but couldn’t reach pay
dirt, and senior kicker Sam Ficken gave the
107,895 in attendance the chance to watch
some free football when he converted the 31-
yard field goal with nine seconds to play

When it came time to take the field
for overtime, Barrett hit the reset button.
Playing in his first true hostile road environ-
ment and facing the white wall of the Penn
State student section in the first overtime
series, Barrett told Herman over the headset
that he was ready.

“Otherwise (the win) wouldn’t have hap-
pened,” Barrett said. “I would have been on
the sideline or something.”

Reassurances were given but weren’t nec-
essary. Despite the two second-half intercep-
tions and despite his quarterback’s relative
lack of experience, Herman never wavered
in the belief that the first quarterback he
recruited to Ohio State would get the job
done.

“Not him. Not him. No. No concern,”
Herman said. “We believe in him. He’s done
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FIRST-HALF SUCCESS - Ohio State built a 17-0 halftime lead, thanks in part to
a second-quarter 1-yard TD reception by senior tight end Jeff Heuerman (5),
before Penn State rallied to send the game to overtime.

too many good things in his seven games
here for us to not. He'd be the first to tell
you he didn’t play well at times, but when we
needed him, boy did he ever.”

With the crowd reaching ear-splitting
levels and Ohio State needing a touchdown
to stay in the game, Barrett quickly turned
cheers into silence. His 17-yard rush on the
second play of OSU’s possession put the
Buckeyes at the 5-yard line, and he plowed
into the end zone one play later.
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Getting the ball back to start the second
overtime, he produced a mirror image of the
first extra period. Barrett’s rush on the sec-
ond play put OSU 4 yards from the goal line,
and he hit for six one snap later.

Barrett has become known for his locker
room speeches to teammates, and overtime
gave him a showcase to back up his words
with actions when so much was on the line.

“I had no doubt that that was going to
happen, and I don’t know that his teammates
did, either,” Herman said. “Again, it’s kind
of like when he leads or when he talks. As a
guy who hasn’t played much football around
here, he better go back it up with his perfor-
mance on the field. At times he didn’t play
very well, but when the game was on the line
he certainly did, and I think he earned the
respect of his teammates.”

The rushes came in part because the
coaching staff felt the offensive line’s block-
ing was hit or miss, but Barrett never entered
any of the plays with the predetermined
notion that he’d be getting the ball. He made
his reads and took what the Nittany Lions
gave him, running the OSU offense exactly
as the coaches hoped.

“Just read it each time,” he said. “If you
go out there with an idea and you play that
idea (without reading the defense) and then
you're wrong — that's Coach Herman right
there for you. Just playing the play and not
thinking about the pass plays because they
were giving us different looks all night.”

That was followed by Bosa doing Bosa
things. Soon after, Ohio State was singing
another a cappella version of “Carmen Ohio”
— the band hasn’t made the trip to Penn State
since 2005 — in celebration of another vic-
tory. While Ohio State fans might have felt
lucky after that second half to escape with a
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win, Meyer refused to bring the idea of good
fortune into the equation.

“I don’t use that term luck,” Meyer said.
“I never call someone and say good luck
because why do you work? ‘Good luck and
go home early tonight and put that rabbit’s
foot in your pocket and hope things work
out?” We don’t do that. It’s not luck. I mean,
it was a tough game. Penn State is a very rug-
ged defensive unit. Boy, do they play hard. If
we would have not turned the ball over and
took care of business, then we’d see what
would happen. But that’s part of the game
and we didn’t play very well.”

Nobody in the visiting locker room
— at least none who spoke to the media
- harbored any illusions about the Buckeyes
being a perfect team seven games into the
season. If anything, both players and coach-
es are thankful to have the time to correct
the team’s issues before the looming battle
against Michigan State on Nov. 8.

The good news for the Buckeyes is sim-
ple. They learned they have a quarterback
who could put points on the board while

playing in the center of a drum that was
determined to keep banging away at him
and his teammates. They also learned just
how far they have to go to get ready for the
Spartans — the mistakes that need cleaning
up, the injuries that need healing, the need
to show they can step on a decent team’s
throat.

As he spoke in the bowels of Beaver
Stadium, Herman sounded happy to be
teaching those lessons after a win.

“I said to Barrett and said to our staff in
the locker room, ‘I like teaching moments
more after we win than after we lose,” ”
Herman said. “There were plenty of them
tonight. When the game was on the line, he
made it very clear that he was going to go
out and put us on his back and go win the
game for us.”

With the biggest game of the season
growing closer with each passing day, the
Buckeyes now know they’ll have to be bet-
ter in every way in order to give Barrett
and Bosa a similar opportunity in East
Lansing.
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

Happy Valley Almost House Of Horrors For OSU

By MATTHEW HAGER
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

J.T. Barrett and Joey Bosa came through
in the clutch to allow the Ohio State football
team to earn a 31-24 win in double overtime
Oct. 25 at Penn State.

The redshirt freshman quarterback and
sophomore defensive lineman made big plays
in overtime to help the No. 13 Buckeyes (6-1,
3-0 Big Ten) escape Happy Valley after blow-
ing a 17-0 halftime lead.

Barrett, who suffered a sprained knee in
the first half, led a pair of touchdown drives
in overtime play, and Bosa brought the game
to a conclusion with a highlight reel-worthy
sack of Penn State quarterback Christian
Hackenberg on fourth down in the second
overtime.

“Credit to our opponent,” head coach
Urban Meyer said. “They played their
tails off. We’'ll take it. A great win against
a quality opponent in one of the toughest
environments that you’ll have. We'll cer-
tainly get on a plane tonight and regroup
but enjoy the win. We'll regroup as we
continue on.”

Overtime began with the Nittany Lions on
offense after the Buckeyes won the coin toss
and chose to play defense first. Ohio State
seemingly caught a big break at the start of
the possession when PSU lineman Brendan
Mahon was flagged for a holding penalty
on the first play of the drive. Unfortunately
for the Buckeyes, Hackenberg quickly put
the Nittany Lions back in business with an

18-yard pass to DaeSean Hamilton on first-
and-20 at the 35.

Hackenberg rushed for 2 yards on a
QB sneak on third-and-1 two plays later,
and the quarterback then moved his team
to the OSU 2 with a 12-yard connection to
Hamilton. Three plays later, Penn State had
the lead thanks to a 1-yard TD run by Bill
Belton out of the wildcat. A Sam Ficken
PAT gave PSU a 24-17 lead, its first of the
game, and sent the white-clad portion of the
107,895 in attendance into a frenzy.

Despite deafening noise from Penn State’s
“White Out” crowd, Ohio State answered
with a touchdown on its possession in the
first OT. After Ezekiel Elliott rushed for 3
yards on the drive’s first play, Barrett took
care of the rest. First, he kept on an option
run that went 17 yards, and Barrett then
called his own number again for a 5-yard TD.
Sean Nuernberger’s PAT knotted the game
and sent the teams into a second overtime.

Penn State was flagged for leaping, a
personal foul, on the extra-point attempt,
which allowed Ohio State to start the second
overtime on offense at the 12'-yard line.
Again, it did not take the Buckeyes long to
reach the end zone. Elliott rushed for 2 yards
on first down, and Barrett added 6 more on a
scramble. Facing third-and-2 at the 4, Barrett
again rushed on a QB keeper and this time
pushed his way into the end zone.

Following the extra point, the Buckeyes
held a 31-24 advantage.

The Ohio State defense made the lead
hold.
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EARLY BREAK - Ohio State sophomore safety Vonn Bell (11) was credited
with an interception in the first quarter, but the ball hit the turf (inset),
which should have negated the original call.
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Running back Akeel Lynch was swarmed
by OSU linebackers Joshua Perry and
Raekwon McMillan for no gain on Penn
State’s first play, and after Hackenberg threw
a 5-yard pass to tight end Jesse James, the
Buckeyes brought the game to an end.
Hackenberg’s third-down pass to Hamilton
near the goal line fell incomplete, and
on fourth down Bosa pushed Lynch into
Hackenberg, forcing the quarterback to his
knee to end the play and the game.

“Oh man, I was happy to win that game,”
freshman linebacker Darron Lee said of
the final play. “When I saw who sacked the
quarterback, I was like, ‘Not surprised.” I
was just really happy we got the win in a
hostile environment. I'm just ready to go
home.”

There were a number of standouts in
what was a defensive slugfest, as the game
featured just 533 yards of total offense even
with the two overtime periods. Ohio State
saw its schoolrecord four-game streak of
50-point games come to a close, and the
Buckeyes — who finished with 290 yards
—were held below 500 for the first time since
a Sept. 6 loss to Virginia Tech.

Hamilton established a new Penn State
record with 14 catches, while Nittany Lions
senior Mike Hull had 19 tackles, one more
than his OSU counterpart at linebacker,
Perry.

Tale Of Two Halves

Ohio State got a big gift from the officials
early in the first quarter. The Buckeyes won
the toss and deferred. Penn State began
on offense and recorded two first downs
before facing a first-and-10 from its own 36.
Hackenberg dropped back to pass and was
almost immediately under pressure from
Lee. Hurried, Hackenberg threw an off-bal-

ance pass that was intercepted by a diving
Vonn Bell.

The officials ruled that the OSU sopho-
more safety caught the pass, but replays
showed that the ball clearly hit the turf.
However, officials said the replay review
equipment was not working properly and
thus they could not overturn the call, keep-
ing the ball in the Buckeyes’ possession.

The Buckeyes took advantage of their
good fortune. Taking over at the PSU 39,
the Buckeyes needed seven plays to reach
the end zone. Elliott rushed four times for
21 yards, the last 10 coming on a touchdown
run behind tight ends Nick Vannett and Jeff
Heuerman over the left side. Nuernberger’s
PAT made it 7-0 Ohio State with 10:15 left on
the first-quarter clock.

The visitors later added to their lead
with a 49-yard field goal by Nuernberger.
The career-long boot by the freshman came
at the end of a 14-play, 59-yard drive that
began at the OSU 9 and encompassed the
end of the first quarter and beginning of the
second. The Buckeyes drove all the way to
the PSU 17 before a pair of false start penal-
ties and a sack of Barrett on a third-and-16
pushed the ball back to the 32.

The Buckeyes actually caught another
break on the field goal, as the kick came well
after the play clock had expired. The officials
did not see the infraction, however, and Ohio
State extended its lead to 10-0 with 11:07 left
before halftime.

The Ohio State defense helped set up the
Buckeyes’ next score.

A 48yard punt by OSU sophomore
Cameron Johnston was caught at the PSU
10-yard line, and the Buckeyes defense
forced two incompletions before Lee and
Bosa combined on Ohio State’s first sack of
Hackenberg on the night. That 6-yard loss

Register todayu"at

For information
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

forced a punt from the Penn State end zone,
giving the Ohio State offense a short field to
work with.

Barrett then led a short touchdown drive.
With OSU taking over at the PSU 39, Barrett
and Elliott had a hand in all of the yards on
the way to the end zone. Elliott rushed for 19
yards on three carries, Barrett rushed for 5
yards and completed two passes for 15 yards
— including a l-yard TD connection with
Heuerman.

After Nuernberger added the PAT, the
Buckeyes held what looked like a command-
ing 17-0 lead with 3:58 remaining in the sec-
ond quarter. That score held into halftime,
marking the first time Penn State had been
shut out at home in the first half since Nov.
12, 2011, vs. Nebraska.

The Nittany Lions stole momentum early
in the third quarter.

The Buckeyes started the second half
on offense and quickly faced a third-and-6
from the OSU 37, where Barrett was picked
off by Penn State’s Anthony Zettel. The PSU
defensive tackle dropped back into cover-
age, and Barrett threw the ball right to him.
Zettel rumbled all the way down the field for
a pick-six which, following a Ficken PAT, cut
the Penn State deficit to 17-7 just 1:23 after
halftime.

The interception was Barrett’s first in 111
pass attempts and his first since the Kent
State game Sept. 13. It was also Penn State’s
first pick-six since 2009.

Ohio State saw a scoring opportunity go
by the wayside later in the third quarter.
Taking over after a Penn State punt at the
OSU 30, the Buckeyes drove 47 yards — all
on the ground — with four different players
lining up at quarterback for at least a play. In
addition to Barrett and sophomore backup
quarterback Cardale Jones, hybrid players

Jalin Marshall and Dontre Wilson each took
snaps in the wildcat formation.

The drive was halted at the PSU 23,
though, and Nuernberger attempted a 41-
yard field goal, which sailed wide right.

Following the field-goal miss, Penn State
drove 32 yards aided in large part by a 15-
yard pass interference penalty by OSU cor-
nerback Eli Apple on a third-down play. But
the Ohio State defense stood tall, forcing a
turnover in OSU territory. Hackenberg was
picked off for the second time on the night,
this time by safety Tyvis Powell at the 30.

The Nittany Lions’ offense finally got
moving early in the fourth quarter, thanks in
part to the Buckeyes. Barrett was intercepted
on his first pass attempt of the final quarter,
giving Penn State the ball at the OSU 45 fol-
lowing the pick by Hull. It took Penn State
eight plays to reach the end zone for the first
time on offense. Hackenberg, on a rare play
during which he had plenty of time in the
pocket, threw a ball to the right side of the
end zone. That’s where Penn State freshman
Saeed Blacknall and Apple engaged in a
one-on-one battle for the jump ball, one that
Blacknall won for a touchdown.

Ficken’s PAT made it 17-14 with 11:08 left
in regulation.

Both teams struggled to find any more
offensive success until Penn State’s final
drive of regulation. The Nittany Lions
began the march on the PSU 9 after a 41-
yard Johnston punt with 2:58 remaining.
Hackenberg converted three third downs
— twice on QB sneaks and one on a 5-yard
pass to James — in guiding the Lions down
the field. Ohio State also gave Penn State a
first down on a roughing-the-passer penalty.
In all, Penn State needed 18 plays to set up a
31-yard Ficken field goal that tied the game
with nine seconds left in regulation.

BUCKEYE
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

Defense Stood Tall
To Help Buckeyes

By JEFF SVOBODA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Under former coach Jim Tressel, the
Ohio State football team occasionally would
“win the surest way,” as the head coach
called it. The coach, who abhorred critical
mistakes seemingly more than he enjoyed
big plays, would see his team take a lead and
then batten down the hatches on offense,
content to put the game in the hands of his
generally more-than-capable defense.

On the other hand, things have been dif-
ferent under head coach Urban Meyer, an
aggressive, foot-on-the-throat, offense-loving
marauder who has overseen record-shatter-
ing attack units and shaky defenses in his
two previous years at the helm.

It's not that Meyer doesn’t enjoy a good
defense, as well, it’s just that his first couple
of teams for a variety of reasons were led
by the offenses. By the end of last season,
injuries, a lack of depth and coaching mis-
communications left the defense as the clear
trouble spot on the team, and the number
110 — the team’s ranking in passing yards
allowed per game by the end of last season
— was what people thought of when it came
to the Silver Bullets at the end of 2013.

Even at the start of this season, the
offense and redshirt freshman quarterback
J.T. Barrett were the ones making headlines.
OSU scored at least 50 points in four games
in a row to set a new school record and also
topped 500 yards in the same four contests to
reach that mark in consecutive games for the
first time since 1998.

So when the offense couldn’t get things
going for much of the night in Happy Valley
on Oct. 25, for the first time in quite a while,
it was up to the defense to bow up and make
the plays needed to win the game.

It wasn't always pretty, but in the end, the
defense felt like it could puff its chests out
after the 31-24, double-overtime victory.

“We know that if the offense can’t convert
on some stuff, we have to go out there and
stop them,” redshirt freshman linebacker
Darron Lee said. “That’s our job. That’s what
Coach Meyer reiterates to us, to stop them,
and that’s our job. I felt like we did that
for a long time in the game. I felt we were
dominating a lot of the game, and we knew
at the end in OT, we had to finish and we did
just that.”

There was a lot to like about the defense’s
performance, with the fact that it held Penn
State to just 208 yards of offense through
the 60 minutes of regulation. For the entire
game, the Buckeyes allowed just 16 rushing
yards on 31 tries to the Nittany Lions, and
quarterback Christian Hackenberg had to

FOOD 'TIL 1:00AM,
BAR 'TIL 2:30AmM
‘NOUGH SAID.

work for his yards, needing 31 completions
and 49 passes to reach 224 yards through
the air.

The defense was nearly impenetrable
through the opening three quarters, holding
Penn State to just seven first downs and 89
yards of total offense on nine possessions in
that span. The stress also increased on the
unit as the OSU offense struggled to get in
gear in the third quarter, and the Buckeyes
allowed only a pick-six in the opening 45
minutes when it came to the scoreboard and
intercepted Hackenberg twice.

“They relied on us and we stepped up to
the challenge,” sophomore safety Vonn Bell
said. “We kept on getting three-and-outs,
three-and-outs. We told them put the game
on us and we'll get it for you.”

The foundation did crack some in the
fourth quarter, especially as another OSU
turnover added to Penn State’s increasing
momentum. Barrett threw an interception
on his first pass of the fourth quarter to Mike
Hull, who returned the ball to the OSU 45.
Eight plays later, the Nittany Lions were in
the end zone courtesy of a 24-yard pass from
Hackenberg to one-time OSU recruit Saeed
Blacknall in a drive kept alive by a roughing-
the-passer penalty on Joey Bosa.

Penn State also moved 77 yards in 19
plays in 2:49 in the dying moments to tie the
game. The Nittany Lions never netted the
big play that made their comeback bid easier
but did move down the field in small chunks,
converting three third downs and again
being bailed out of a long down-and-distance
scenario by a roughing-the-passer penalty,
this one on Curtis Grant.

But the Buckeyes stiffened and had solid
coverage on Hackenberg’s one throw into
the end zone, forcing a field goal that led to
overtime. There, OSU gave up a touchdown
on its first possession but answered the bell
in the second, holding the Nittany Lions to a
four-and-out that ended the game.

“When you've got the momentum you've
got to keep it, and when you lose it you've
got to find a way to get it,” defensive coor-
dinator Luke Fickell said. “The momentum
shifted there going into the overtime. Our
guys bowed up, our offense bowed up and
as a group and as a team I think they all just
came together. It’s great to see.”

Lee said that allowing three scores in four
drives after not allowing any through the first
nine Penn State possessions was frustrating,
but the goal when the team took the field for
the second overtime was to make sure the
offense didn’t have to take the field again.

“We just buckled down,” said Lee, who
had 1'% sacks and was a constant presence
in the PSU backfield. “We couldn’t give up

IN THE SHORT NORTH @ 741 N. HIGH ST. 614-298-10/4

a touchdown (at the end of regulation), we
knew that for sure. We gave up the field goal,
and it was like, ‘All right, let’s go to overtime
and finish the game.” We did just that. We
were all looking around at each other like,
‘Let’s buckle down and go win this game and
finish this game.””

Lee was far from the only standout on
defense, a list that also included Bosa and
his 2% sacks including the game winner.
Junior linebacker Joshua Perry was around
the ball all game, finishing with a career-high
18 tackles, while sophomore safety Tyvis
Powell had seven tackles and an intercep-

SONNY BROCKWAY
UNDER PRESSURE - Ohio State sophomore Adolphus Washington (92) was
one of several members of the Buckeye defense to put pressure on Penn
State quarterback Christian Hackenberg (14). Washington recorded a sack.

tion and Adolphus Washington chipped in
a sack.

Team efforts such as that are exactly
what the Buckeyes will be looking for as
they come down the stretch.

“Anytime you go through adversity like
that, it's going to help you in the long run,”
Fickell said. “This is still a young group of
guys, a young team that’s — things like this
that you go through are what really make you
great. You can’t get this any other way other
than doing it on the road in a great environ-
ment like this. This is a great learning experi-
ence and growing experience for all of us.”

_
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 31, Penn State 24 (20T)

Oct. 25, 2014 - Beaver Stadium; University Park, Pa.

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 OT1 0oT2 F
OHIO STATE 7 10 0 0 7 7 - 31
PENN STATE 0 0 7 10 7 0 - 24

First Quarter
OSU - Elliott, 10 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 10:15; 7 plays, 39 yards, 2:52 TOP.
Second Quarter
OSU - Nuernberger, 49 yard field goal, 11:07; 14 plays, 59 yards, 7:31 TOP.
OSU - Heuerman, 1 yard pass from Barrett (Nuernberger kick), 3:58; 6 plays, 39
yards, 2:20 TOP.
Third Quarter
PSU - Zettel, 40 yard interception return (Ficken kick), 13:37.
Fourth Quarter
PSU - Blacknall, 24 yard pass from Hackenberg (Ficken kick), 11:08; 8 plays, 45
yards, 2:16 TOP.
PSU - Ficken, 31 yard field goal, 0:09; 19 plays, 77 yards, 2:49 TOP.
First Overtime
PSU — Belton, 1 yard run (Ficken kick); 7 plays, 25 yards.
OSU - Barrett, 5 yard run (Nuernberger kick); 3 plays, 25 yards.
Second Overtime
OSU - Barrett, 4 yard run (Nuernberger kick); 3 plays, 25 yards.
Att. — 107,895.
Weather — 57-71 degrees, pleasant and breezy; wind W 9-15 mph.

Team Statistics

osu PSU
First Downs 19 20
Rushing 14 5
Passing 4 1
Penalty 1 4
Rushing-Yards 57-219 31-16
Passing Yards 74 224
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 12-19-2 31-50-2
Offensive Plays 76 81
Total Net Yards 293 240
Third Down Efficiency 7-18 8-18
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-2 0-1
Punts-Avg. 6-45.0 8-34.5
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0
Penalties 8-70 4-42
Time of Possession 34:33 25:27

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — OSU: Elliott 26-109; Barrett 20-75; Wilson 5-20; Marshall
3-19; C.Jones 1-0; TEAM 2-(-4). PSU: Lynch 13-38; Belton 9-8; Hamilton 1-(-3); Hackenberg
8-(-27).

PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) — OSU: Barrett 12-19-2-74-1. PSU: Hackenberg 31-
49-2-224-1; TEAM 0-1-0-0-0.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) - OSU: Heuerman 3-19; Marshall 2-9; Wilson 1-14; Samuel 1-9;
De.Smith 1-8; Elliott 1-7; Vannett 1-6; M.Thomas 1-3; Spencer 1-(-1). PSU: Hamilton 14-126;
Blacknall 4-34; James 4-22; Godwin 3-16; Belton 2-5; E.Lewis 1-11; K.Carter 1-4; Lynch 1-3;
Gesicki 1-3.

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — OSU: Johnston 6-45.0-59. PSU: Gulla 4-37.5-43; Pasquariello
4-31.5-45.

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Marshall 3-(-4). PSU: Della Valle 2-5.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Wilson 3-81. PSU: Haley 2-35.

MISSED FIELD GOALS (Yds.) - OSU: Nuernberger (41). PSU: None.

FORCED FUMBLES — OSU: Apple. PSU: None.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds) — OSU: None. PSU: None.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Powell 1-0; V.Bell 1-0. PSU: Zettel 1-40; Hull 1-12.

SACKS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Bosa 2.5-18; Lee 1.5-10; Washington 1.0-7. PSU: Barnes 1.0-9;
B.Bell 1.0-7; Zettel 1.0-3.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Bosa 2.5-18; Lee 2.5-13; Perry 2.0-7; Washington
1.5-8; Schutt 1.0-3; Powell 1.0-2; S.Miller 0.5-1. PSU: Hull 2.5-7; Barnes 1.5-10; B.Bell 1.0-7;
Nassib 1.0-6; Zettel 1.0-3.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — OSU: Perry 12-6-18; Powell 5-2-7; Bosa 4-2-6; Lee 4-1-5;
C.Grant 4-0-4; Apple 3-1-4; Reeves 3-1-4; Washington 2-2-4; S.Miller 1-3-4; V.Bell 3-0-3;
Bennett 2-0-2; McMillan 0-2-2; De.Smith 1-0-1; Spencer 1-0-1; Clinton 1-0-1; C.Worley 1-0-1;
Schutt 1-0-1; Haynes 0-1-1; Karageorge 0-1-1; TEAM 0-1-1; D.Grant 0-1-1. PSU: Hull 7-12-19;
B.Bell 5-8-13; Marcus Allen 4-7-11; Olaniyan 2-7-9; Wartman 2-7-9; Amos 3-4-7; Barnes 1-6-7;
Della Valle 2-2-4; A.Johnson 0-4-4; T.Williams 1-2-3; Lynch 2-0-2; Haley 1-1-2; Zettel 1-1-2;
Lucas 0-2-2; Nassib 1-0-1; Walker 1-0-1; Zanellato 0-1-1; Cothren 0-1-1; Bars 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — OHIO STATE: Offense, Decker, Price, Boren, Elflein, Baldwin,
Heuerman, Spencer, Barrett, Elliott, M.Thomas, De.Smith, Nuernberger. Defense, Bosa,
Washington, Bennett, S.Miller, Lee, C.Grant, Perry, Apple, Powell, V.Bell, D.Grant, Johnston.
Reserves, Webb, E.Smith, C.Jones, Wilson, Samuel, McMillan, R.Smith, Holmes, Marshall,
Conley, Reeves, Ball, C.Worley, T.Johnson, Fada, Clinton, Haynes, Rock, Burger, C.Williams,
Farris, M.Jones, N.Brown, Vannett, C.Smith, Baugh, Greene, Schutt. PENN STATE: Offense,
Nelson, Gaia, Mangiro, Mahon, Do.Smith, Hackenberg, Belton, James, E.Lewis, Hamilton,
Godwin, Ficken. Defense, Olaniyan, Zettel, A.Johnson, Barnes, Wartman, Hull, B.Bell, Lucas,
Allen, Amos, T.Williams, Gulla. Reserves, C.Campbell, Golden, Wooten, Gesicki, Blacknall,
Haley, Dudas, Lynch, Walker, Zwinak, Bars, De.Thompson, Della Valle, Cabinda, Cothren,
Yazujian, Laurent, Hall, Zanellato, K.Carter, Sickels, Barney, Pasquariello, Schwan, Nassib.

Season Statistics

2014 Game-By-Game
Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd
Aug. 30 (5) Navy** W, 34-17 57,579
Sept. 6 (8) VIRGINIATECH L, 35-21 107,517
Sept. 13 (22) KENT STATE W, 66-0 104,404
Sept. 27 (22) CINCINNATI W, 50-28 108,362
Oct. 4 (20) at Maryland W, 52-24 51,802
Oct. 18 (13) RUTGERS W, 56-17 106,795
Oct. 25 (13)at Penn State W, 31-24(20T) 107,895
Nov. 1 ILLINOIS 8p.m.
Nov. 8 at Michigan State 8 p.m.
Nov. 15 at Minnesota TBA
Nov. 22 INDIANA TBA
Nov. 29 MICHIGAN TBA

* OSU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before
the opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after

the name.
** at Baltimore

Team Statistics

osu Opp
First Downs 192 123
Rushing m 54
Passing 72 55
Penalty 9 14
Average Per Game/Rush 254.0 120.4
Average Per Game/Pass 2454 187.7
Total Offense 3,49 2,157
Total Plays 536 465
Average Per Game 499.4 308.1
Average Per Play 6.5 4.6
Penalties-Yards 41-349 33-294
Fumbles-Lost 10-4 8-4
Third Down Efficiency 4391 35-98
Percentage 47% 36%
Fourth Down Efficiency 7-14 35
Percentage 50% 60%
Sacks-Yards 21154 16-114
Time Of Possession Avg. 32:37 27:23
Score
ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg.
Ohio State 89 82 76 49 14 310 443
Opponents 31 35 31 41 7 145 20.7
Individual Statistics
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
Ezekiel Elliott 117 640 55 5 28
J.T. Barrett 98 458 47 6 33
Curtis Samuel 36 251 7.0 2 34
Cardale Jones 17 141 83 0o 2
Rod Smith 24101 42 4 14
Dontre Wilson 18 100 56 0 21
Warren Ball n 48 44 0 12
Jalin Marshall 9 46 51 0 12
Johnnie Dixon 4 20 50 0 9
Bri‘onte Dunn 4 16 40 0 6
Jeffie Johnson 1 2 20 0 2
TEAM 7 45 50 0 0
0OSU Totals 348 1,778 51 17 34
OPP Totals 239 843 35 9 67

Passing Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Effic.

JT Barrett 119 183 65.0 1,689 21-7 172.77
Cardale Jones 3 5 600 29 0-0 10872
OSU Totals 122 188 64.9 1,718 21-7 171.07
OPP Totals 134 226 59.3 1,314 8-12 109.19
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long
Michael Thomas 22 380 173 5 63
Dontre Wilson 15 235 157 1 40
Ezekiel Elliott 15 144 96 0 22
Devin Smith 13 363 279 5 80
Nick Vannett " 126 115 3 26
Jalin Marshall " 106 96 2 31
Corey Smith 9 113 126 0 25
Jeff Heuerman 8 101 126 1 28
Evan Spencer 8 72 90 2 19
Curtis Samuel 8 68 85 0 30
Rod Smith 1 8 80 1 8
Marcus Baugh 1 220 1 2
0OSU Totals 122 1,718 141 21 80
OPP Totals 134 1314 98 8 83

Scoring TD EPK EPR EPP FG PTS
Sean Nuernberger - 41-41 - - 7-11 62
J.T. Barrett 6 - - - - 36
Ezekiel Elliott 5 - - - - 3
Devin Smith 5 - - - - 3
Rod Smith 5 - - - -3
Michael Thomas 5 - - - - 30
Nick Vannett 3 - - - - 18
Jalin Marshall 2 - - - - 12
Curtis Samuel 2 - - - - 1
Evan Spencer 2 - - - - 12
Eli Apple 1T - - - - 6
Marcus Baugh 1 - - - - 6
Jeff Heuerman 1 - - - - 6
Darron Lee 1 - - - - 6
Raekwon McMillan 1 - - - - 6
Dontre Wilson 1 - - - - 6
0SU Totals 4 4141 - -711 310
OPP Totals 19 1919 - - 46 145
* — Ohio State recorded a team safety.

FG Distance  0-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total
Sean Nuernberger 3-4  0-0 47 00 7-11
0SU Totals 34 00 47 00 7-11
OPP Totals 00 23 12 11 46
Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
Cameron Johnston 19 844 444 0 69
0SU Totals 19 844 444 0 69
OPP Totals 49 1945 397 1 57
Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Doran Grant 2 18 90 0 18
Eli Apple 2 0 00 0 O
Vonn Bell 2 0 00 O 0
Tyvis Powell 2 0 00 0 0
Raekwon McMillan 1 24 240 1 24
Darron Lee 1 10 100 0 10
Erick Smith 1 5 50 0 5
Joshua Perry 1 0 00 O 0
0OSU Totals 12 57 48 1 24
OPP Totals 7 150 214 2 63
Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Dontre Wilson 14 13% 97 0 32
Jalin Marshall 9 107 119 0 51
Jeff Greene 1 10 100 O 0
Ron Tanner 0 22 00 O 9
0SU Totals 24 275 115 0 51
OPP Totals 5 37 74 0 35
Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Dontre Wilson 15 348 232 0 38
Jalin Marshall 2 5 280 0 30
Rod Smith 1 17 170 0 17
Ezekiel Elliott 1 16 160 0 16
0SU Totals 19 437 230 0 38
OPP Totals 32 557 174 0 26
Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Joshua Perry 39 24 63 5019 056
Tyvis Powell 24 16 40  1.02 -
Vonn Bell 24 14 38 - -
Curtis Grant 17 19 36 3.0-18 1.0-11
Darron Lee 19 12 31 8539 3528
Joey Bosa 13 13 26 11575 80-62
Doran Grant 19 6 25 - -
Raekwon McMillan 11 11 22 3.5-14 2.0-10
Eli Apple 13 8 21 - -
A.Washington 8 10 18 5520 2.0-12
Steve Miller 10 7 17 254 -
Armani Reeves 8 5 13 - -
Michael Bennett 7 5 12 3011 106
Cam Burrows 5 7 12 - -
Rashad Frazier 6 5 11 204 103
Chris Worley 6 2 8 - -
Jalyn Holmes 5 2 7 050 -
0SU Totals 280 194 474 52-231 21-154
OPP Totals 332 260 592 38-193 16-114

Fumbles Forced: 3 - Joey Bosa; 1 - Eli Apple, Rashad
Frazier, Joshua Perry, Damon Webb.
Fumbles Recovered: 1 - Eli Apple, Cam Burrows,
Rashad Frazier, Darron Lee
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 31, Penn State 24 (20T)

Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer on the
Buckeyes’ offensive line against Penn State’s
defensive line: “They outplayed us up front, |
think. | was a little upset with the way we played
up front, and we've got to get that fixed. That has
always been a strength of Ohio State football and
has been for quite a while. Without making too
big a deal of it, we need to evaluate that and play
better as we hit this stretch run here.”

Redshirt freshman quarterback J.T. Barrett
on his mind-set entering overtime: “I just
found a way. Anything you have to do to win a
game. It wasn’t just me. This whole offense as
a unit just looked at each other like, ‘Hey, we
haven't been playing very well. Let's go finish
it. "

Meyer on Barrett’s confidence level
throughout the game: “His confidence got a
little rattled there in the second quarter, and then
obviously the third quarter, the opening drive was,
| think, a pick-six. In that kind of environment,
to say he was walking around like an extremely
confident quarterback in the third quarter, that
wasn’t the case. Once again, the way this kid was
raised, | just have so much admiration for people
like that. He's wasn’t overly confident in the third
quarter, but | tell you, at the end of the game,
when he needed to go make a play, he did it for
us.”

Penn State head coach James Franklin
on the environment in Beaver Stadium: “|
want to thank the fans. We had an unbelievable
environment tonight. We created a really, really
tough environment for a very good football team
to come in and deal with.”

Ohio State sophomore safety Vonn Bell
on the aggressiveness of the defensive play:
"We played aggressive tonight because we were
going to make them throw the short game and
come up and tackle, and that’s what we made
them do. We executed that, but we have to get a
little better at open-field tackling.”

Penn State sophomore wide receiver
DaeSean Hamilton on his school-record 14
receptions against Ohio State: “| didn't even
know | had the school record. | was just trying to
get open. Whatever play is called, it's my job to
get open and catch the ball whenever the oppor-
tunity presents itself.”

Meyer on Joey Bosa’s game-ending sack in
overtime: “I'm at field level so | just saw him beat
a guy and the QB couldn't step up in the pocket.
That’s when you have good interior pressure. Not
discounting anybody else but you expect with as
good a player as Joey Bosa is, you kind of expect
him to go make a play to win the game. That's
how talented he is.”

Bosa on how he felt entering the first
overtime: “| was dead tired going into it, but you
can't let that get in your head. You just have to go

SONNY BROCKWAY
IMPRESSED - Ohio State head coach Urban
Meyer was happy with how redshirt freshman
quarterback J.T. Barrett played in overtime after
getting ‘a little rattled’ earlier in the game.

out there as a defense and play every play as hard
as you can.”

Barrett on the back-and-forth nature of
the game: “This is just part of the game. There's
going to be highs and lows in any game. When
the lows are coming, you have to react to that and
respond. That's what we're trained to do. That's
all it was as far as the offensive unit. It wasn't just
me. Bad things happen in games. You just have to
respond.”

Co-defensive coordinator/linebackers
coach Luke Fickell on the play of fresh-
man cornerback Eli Apple, who gave up
a touchdown and had a pass-interference
penalty in the second half: “We backed him
off a little bit. We had a couple of shots where
we rolled him up out there to the field, which
really probably helped us. Not so much to really
take the heat off of him, but backing him off
sometimes. You know, that's a tough position.
If you are one-on-one all the time you've got
to have no conscience. You're talking about a
redshirt freshman that kept battling and kept
battling. A guy’s going to catch a ball on you.
We've said from the beginning of the year if we
are going to do this and we are going to play
this (aggressive style), we are going to stick
with it. We can’t shy away if somebody catches
a ball on you.”

Running back Ezekiel Elliott on Barrett's
play in overtime: “He's a warrior, man. That's
the only way you can describe him. He's a war-
rior. He had a tough game, he was getting hit a

lot, took a lot of hits. In overtime he came and he
balled. He did what he had to do.”

Barrett on how the Penn State game com-
pared to the team’s Sept. 6 loss to Virginia
Tech: “(Games like) Virginia Tech, those are things
you learn from. That right there was just a learn-
ing experience with the Virginia Tech loss. With
that being said, it was the same situation here
- backs against the wall, got to make a play and
we found a way as a team to make the plays we
needed to win.”

Bell on his first-quarter interception and
the perception that the ball hit the ground: “I
thought | caught it. My hand was under the ball. |
rolled over. | did it for my unit, my coaching staff,
my coaches, the whole back end, the whole defen-
sive staff. We're all in this together. | made the play.
| believe in what | got, and God blessed me.”

Penn State defensive tackle Anthony Zettel
on his 40-yard interception return for a
touchdown: “(Defensive coordinator Bob Shoop)
called a good play call for what the offense was
doing. The quarterback didn’t see me. It was a
good cover up by the other blitzers, and he threw
the ball right to me. It was more of a play call than
anything else. | was just in the right spot.”

0SU offensive coordinator Tom Herman on
the play of Zettel and Penn State linebacker
Mike Hull: “Hull's a very instinctive player — very
fast, very quick with a nose for the ball. The D-
tackle (Zettel), boy, he's a tremendous player. He
showed me a lot tonight in terms of what a good
player he is. We knew going in on video that he
was a good player, but he played outstanding for
them.”

Fickell on co-defensive coordinator/safe-
ties coach Chris Ash communicating from the
booth to field level: “Chris Ash does an unbe-
lievable job from the top. On the field it's hard to
see and really tell exactly what’s going on. But I'll
tell you what, I've never seen someone from the
box who knows exactly what's going on so fast, so
quick they can get the adjustments down to us on
the sidelines.”

Elliott on the offense’s performance: “We
didn’t play up to par today. We didn't play well at
all. We didn’t protect well in the pass game. | even
had a couple mistakes in the pass game. We've got
a lot to fix for next week.”

Meyer on how his team handled the hos-
tile environment of 107,895 fans: “Really well.
We had a couple of mistakes. I just go back to the
overtime, | stared at a young team out there on
offense that was down seven points and facing
that student body and they found a way to put it
in the end zone.”

Bell on Penn State fans blaring air horns
outside the team hotel at 4 a.m. before the
game: “| slept well.”
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Sophomore DE
Has Breakout
Game In 44-31
Win Over PSU

By BRADEN MOLES
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Associate Editor

During the chaos of Ohio State’s win at Penn State on
Oct. 29, a 44-31 victory that moved the Buckeyes to 8-0 on
the season and a perfect 5-0 mark in Big Ten play, there was
one Buckeye who stood head and shoulders above the rest.

Sophomore defensive end JT. Tuimoloau, a quiet yet
consistent presence on Ohio State’s defense this season,
exploded for not only the best game of his young career, but
one of the best performances by an Ohio State defender in
recent memory.

On Penn State’s first offensive drive of the game, Tuim-
oloau batted a ball into the air thrown by quarterback Sean
Clifford, and it was intercepted by defensive end Zach Har-
rison. Tuimoloau, not wanting to be left out of the festivi-
ties, intercepted a pass of his own on the Nittany Lions’ next
drive, the first pick of his career. They were the first of sever-
al disruptive plays accrued by Tuimoloau.

“It was a great game,” he said. “The defense, we just trust-
ed each other and just stuck together and came out strong.”

The most pivotal plays, though, came in the fourth quar-
ter. With Ohio State holding just a 16-14 lead entering the
final frame, by far the closest game played by the Buckeyes
this season due to some anemic offensive play in the first

half, Tuimoloau could not be con-
tained in the final 15 minutes.

He opened the quarter with
a 9-yard sack of Clifford, and on
Penn State’s next drive — with
the Nittany Lions threatening to
take the lead with a 23-21 deficit
— he again got to Clifford, drop-
ping him for 7 yards and forcing
a fumble, one that Tuimoloau
also recovered, that led to an-
other Buckeye score on the next
play by Ohio State.

However, he still wasn't done
making plays. Later in the fourth,
with the clock winding down and
the final result no longer in ques-
tion after a shaky start to the
game, he stepped in front of yet
another pass from Clifford and
hauled in his second intercep-
tion of the game, which he took
back for a 14-yard touchdown
and a 44-24 Buckeye lead.

“It’s all kind of a blur the way
it happened,” said Ohio State
head coach Ryan Day. “To inter-
cept balls like that as a defensive
end and then get a defensive
score, I don't know if I've ever

oy ¥
Y
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SONNY BROCKWAY

ONE FOR THE BOOKS — Ohio State defensive end J.T. Tuimoloau had one of the most impressive in-
dividual defensive performances in program history in the Buckeyes' 44-31 win over Penn State on
Oct. 29. The sophomore finished with six tackles (three for loss), two sacks, a forced fumble and sub-
sequent recovery, a pair of interceptions — one of which was returned for a touchdown — and a pass
breakup that led to another interception by defensive end Zach Harrison.

seen that before. That's big time.

“(Tuimoloau) has put so much hard work into this. He’s
an unbelievable player, but he’s a better person, and you can
see his talent. This is kind of his coming-out party today.
Nobody wants it more than he does, so at this stage, for him
to play the way he did means a lot to him. I think his team-
mates are very proud of him.”

The Edgewood, Wash., native has flown all around Ohio
State’s defense this season but has been just a few feet away
from making several plays through the first seven games.
He had just nine tackles (3%2 for loss) entering this game

with half a sack, not the production one would necessarily
expect from the five-star prospect, but his play has opened
up opportunities for others on the defensive line.

“J'T. is that combination of get-off quickness and strength
kind of like Mike (Hall Jr.) has on the inside,” defensive coor-
dinator Jim Knowles said earlier this season. “I think J.T. has
that on the outside. So he’s being accounted for and uses
up a lot of blocks (and) makes initial penetration a lot in the

Continued On Page 10
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Time To Learn How To Pronounce Tuimoloau

During an afternoon when for long stretch-
es the No. 2 team in the nation didn't play
very much like the No. 2 team in the nation,
the country’s No. 1-rated high school player in
the 2021 recruiting class had his official com-
ing-out party and helped Ohio State carve out
a 44-31 victory against a determined and up-
set-minded Penn State.

There have been a number of outstanding
individual defensive performances in program
history. Chris Spielman registering 29 tack-
les during a losing effort against Michigan in
1986 readily comes to mind. There was Chase
Young’s four-sack game vs. Wisconsin in 2019,
a 38-7 victory during which Young also forced
two fumbles. And the legendary Chic Harley
had four interceptions during the 13-3 win at
Michigan in 1919, a single-game record the
university for some reason fails to recognize.

But perhaps surpassing them all was the
stat sheet stuffing by second-year defensive
end Jaylahn (better known as “JT.") Tuimoloau
against the Nittany Lions. His tipped pass in
the first quarter led to an interception by fellow
DE Zach Harrison, and then Tuimoloau got
a pick of his own later in the opening period.
That interception set up an eventual touch-
down run by Miyan Williams to give Ohio State
an early 10-0 lead.

And the engine inside the 6-4, 270-pound
dynamo was just getting revved up.

On the first play of the fourth quarter, Tuim-
oloau motored past Penn State tight end Bren-
ton Strange to throw quarterback Sean Clif-
ford for a 9-yard loss. It's highly likely Clifford
had “44” nightmares after the game because
Tuimoloau wasn't finished acquainting himself
with the Penn State signal-caller.

The Buckeyes had just taken a 23-21 lead
on TreVeyon Henderson's 41-yard touchdown
run when Tuimoloau abused Nittany Lions
offensive tackle Bryce Effner on his way to a
strip-sack of Clifford. The OSU defensive end
then pounced on the loose football for good
measure, and Ohio State scored on the very
next play to pad its lead to a more comfortable
30-21 margin.

Then, after another Henderson scoring run
made it 37-24 with 2:52 remaining, Tuimoloau
put the icing on his coming-out cake by spear-
ing a Clifford pass out of the air and returning
it 14 yards for the Buckeyes' final touchdown
of the afternoon.

It was a dreamlike sequence for a young-
ster who was among the top five prospects of
nearly every recruiting service’s 2021 rankings,
including the No. 1 overall prospect according
to 247Sports.com. But until the Penn State
contest, he really hadn't done very much in
an Ohio State uniform. In 20 previous games,
the native of Edgewood, Wash., a small city of
about 12,000 in the western part of the state,
had never registered more than three tackles,
had never forced or recovered a fumble, and
never had an interception.

Against the Nittany Lions, Tuimoloau fin-
ished with six tackles, including two sacks,
a forced fumble, a fumble recovery, and two
interceptions, one of which he returned for a
touchdown.

After a game during which quarterback CJ.
Stroud threw for more than 350 yards for the
11th time in his career (all other OSU quarter-
backs in program history have 11 such games
combined), Marvin Harrison Jr caught 10
passes for 185 yards (no Ohio State player has
ever had more receiving yards during the 38-
game series against Penn State), and lineback-
er Tommy Eichenberg totaled a game-high 15
tackles (the third time in his last nine games
he has registered double-digit tackles), most of

the spotlight was reserved for Tuimoloau.
Reporters repeatedly asked him to talk
about his breakout game, but Tuimoloau de-
murred mostly to answers about the team and
teammates. After claiming that his favorite play
in the game was his tipped pass that resulted
in Harrison's interception, he said, “Seeing
Zach get that pick made me very happy. I just
try to play to the best of my ability every play”

EDITOR’S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

It was an expected response from a guy
who said this upon his first meeting last year
with Ohio State beat writers: “My goal is just to
compete and be the best version of myself that
1 could be. Keep your head down, stay humble
and stay close to God.”

Talent and humility. Commodities often in
short supply these days. Maybe it's long past
time we all learned how to correctly pronounce
Tuimoloau. It's “Too-ee-mo-lo-ow;” and I'm pret-
ty sure opposing offensive coordinators are be-
ginning to hear it in their sleep.

Uptempo ... Finally

Since the midseason break in the schedule,
Ohio State has increasingly become a one-di-
mensional offense. Neither Henderson nor
Williams is 100-percent healthy, but no one
is at this time of the season. There really isn't
much of an excuse for averaging a measly 2.2
yards on 30 rushing attempts against lIowa,
and then just 1.9 on 19 carries through three
quarters against Penn State. The Hawkeyes
and Nittany Lions are admittedly pretty good
on defense, but come on.

Some of it might have had to do with the ap-
proach the Buckeyes were taking offensively.
There seemed to be a lot of starting, stopping,
adjusting and starting again within the 40-sec-
ond play clock — too much window dressing
in my opinion that prevented the attack from
gaining any sort of continuity.

Then, faced with a 21-16 deficit with 9:26
remaining, it was as if Ryan Day suddenly
remembered how well his offense performs
when it plays with tempo. Rather than have
players look over the defense, look to the side-
line, look back at the defense and then run the
play, the Buckeyes shifted into high gear and
quickly traversed 75 yards, taking only three
plays to do it.

Stroud connected with Harrison for 21
yards down the right sideline and then quickly
found Emeka Egbuka breaking away to his left
for another 13 yards. As soon as the offense
got back to the line, Henderson was on his way
to the end zone. The 41-yard touchdown run
— Ohio State had only 37 rushing yards in the
entire game to that point — jump-started an at-
tack that scored three touchdowns in a matter
of 5:59 of game clock.

The OSU running game might be problem-
atic over the remainder of the season. Hen-
derson finished with 78 yards and two touch-
downs on 16 carries, but it appears he is not
fully healthy. Meanwhile, Williams continues
to nurse a sore knee and apparently added a
hand or finger injury that limited him to just
two carries for 9 yards. One of those carries
was a 5-yard touchdown, though.

Perhaps Stroud will finally become a great-
er threat to run. His official totals against Penn
State were six carries for 5 yards, but take

out his two sacks, and the QB scrambled four
times for 18 yards, including an 11-yard run up
the middle late in the first half.

Eighteen yards on four carries isn't a whole
lot to get excited about, but for a quarterback
heretofore reluctant to tuck the ball and run
under any conditions, it's at least a start.

Glaring Errors

During the same game in which Tuimoloau
had such an outstanding performance, there
were too many defensive stinkers, many of
which had to do with poor tackling.

Safety Tanner McCalister and cornerback
JK Johnson pinballed off Penn State receiver
Parker Washington early in the second quar-
ter, allowing Washington to escape with a 58-
yard touchdown play that put the Nittany Lions
on the scoreboard for the first time. Washing-
ton finished the game with 11 catches for 179
yards, with 80 of those yards coming after the
catch. Penn State finished the game with 371
yards through the air, and nearly half of that
(184 to be exact) came after the catch was
made.

As well as Eichenberg has played so far this
season, even he was subject to missing tackles.
He let Clifford escape early in the fourth quar-
ter on a fourth-and-1 that the Penn State quar-
terback turned into a 4-yard pass play for a first
down. And four plays later, on fourth-and-goal
at the 1-yard line, Eichenberg had a clear shot
in the backfield on freshman running back Ka-
ytron Allen but whiffed again as Allen shed the
OSU linebacker and scooted into the end zone
to give his team a 21-16 lead at that point.

I couldn’t help watching the OSU defense
surrender nearly 500 total yards to the Nittany
Lions — including an average of 7.0 yards on
first down — while giving up seven plays of 20
yards or more and wondering how that kind of
effort is going to get it done against Michigan.

Up-And-Down Day

Speaking of a mixture of marquee plays
and cringeinducing ones, that pretty well
sums up the afternoon for OSU tight end Cade
Stover. His six catches not only represented a
new career best, but the output was the best
for an Ohio State tight end since Rory Nicol
had six receptions during a 37-17 win at Penn
State in 2007.

Stover converted his catches into 78 yards
and a touchdown, the score coming during the
Buckeyes' fourth-quarter barrage. It was a 24-
yard touchdown on which the 6-4, 255-pound-
er broke three tackles on his way to the end
zone.

It’s likely, however, that the fourth-year tight
end still wasn't too comfortable in his seat
while the coaching staff graded game film.

Stover whiffed badly trying to block Penn
State safety Zakee Wheatley on a firstquarter
receiver screen, a missed block that nearly
got Egbuka decapitated and led to a missed
53-yard field-goal try by kicker Noah Ruggles.
Stover left Egbuka out to dry on another third-
down screen, this one midway through the sec-
ond quarter when Nittany Lions cornerback
Kalen King blew up the play and forced an
Ohio State punt.

Then, there were a pair of false starts by
Stover on successive two-point tries in the
fourth quarter, penalties that changed Day’s
strategy from going for two to trotting Ruggles
onto the field for PAT kicks.

Stover can be a tremendous weapon for
the Buckeyes as they navigate the final month
of the regular season. But like his teammates,
he still has several things he needs to address
before becoming a finished product.
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 44, Penn State 31

Ohio State head coach Ryan Day on the
importance of being tested into the fourth
quarter: “It's huge, because nothing comes easy
in this environment against Penn State, who does
a tremendous job. There are times where things
may become a little bit easy for us, and that's a
different experience than this (game) right here.
This is totally different. To respond the way we
did and figure out what was going on is great,
because really the last time that happened a little
bit was in the Notre Dame game.”

Penn State head coach James Franklin
on what swung the game: “To me, it starts
with the turnovers. You can’t give that type
of team a short field that many times and be
successful. It's going to make it pretty chal-
lenging.”

Day on what the win said about his
team’s toughness: “That's what means
everything to us because there’s a lot of things
that come into play here. We're talking about
the best quarterback in the country in C.J.
Stroud, J.T. (Tuimoloau)’s coming-out party and
Marvin (Harrison Jr.) and then the score and
what we did in the first half. That's, to me, the
difference between winning a championship,
reaching our goals or not, and we responded
tonight.”

Day on how satisfying the win was:
“Every game has its own story, and this is one
we'll be telling for a while. The feeling of the
emotion that was on the sideline during that
fourth quarter when J.T. got that pick, when

Cade (Stover) broke those tackles for the touch-
down, it reminded me of (Binjimen Victor)
when he cut that one out here (in 2018). They
believed. We knew it was going to take four
quarters. We don’t always have to play four
quarters. We knew we were going to have to
play four quarters today.”

Stroud on Penn State’s secondary: “I
definitely think we’ve got to be better in the
red zone. But Joey (Porter Jr.) is a hell of a
player, along with (safety Ji'Ayir Brown and
linebacker Curtis Jacobs), and players like that.
It feels good to go against them and have a lit-
tle bit of success. | definitely think that they’ll
continue to do great, great things over at Penn
State.”

Day on what he saw on Ohio State’s
sideline while down in the fourth quar-
ter: “We had leadership. Cade was there, but
C.J. led it. | don’t know what C.J.'s numbers
were in the fourth quarter. | mean, he was
tremendous. To come in and play like that in
this environment and go put the offense on his
shoulders like this — it's everybody on offense
- but boy, he was gutsy in this game. I'm proud
of him.”

Stover on his touchdown catch: “It’s nice
to get trusted with the ball in that situation,
so you better make the most of it when you
get it.”

Stover on tight ends being a passing
threat for Ohio State: “All the tight ends at

Ohio State, we've always tried to pride ourselves
on being well-rounded tight ends. And it’s nice to
finally make plays in the passing game like that and
be able to keep showcasing our blocking skills.”

Tuimoloau on his breakout performance:
“| told myself to let God handle it and just let
it come to you. | think that’s what happened
today.”

Stroud on his willingness to run the
ball: “I'm willing to do anything to win. So
I'm blessed to have the ability to be able to
run and things like that. But at the same time,
| tried to do what’s best to win, and if that's
staying in the pocket and giving my guy a
chance, I'll do that.”

Harrison on why slant routes thrown
to him have been successful: “Just a lot of
repetition, getting on the same page (with
Stroud). There's a lot of communication that
you guys probably don’t see during the play
that helped a lot today.”

Ohio State defensive end Zach Harrison
on how the defense hung in the game:
“We just keep playing, keep playing and never
pull up. Never stop. It's a long game. It's a
game of momentum. Early on, we were playing
well, and then we kind of stalled out a little
bit. Coach Day said, Just keep playing, keep
playing. Next play, next play, next play, next
play.” And eventually, the offense opened up
and we got the stops for them.”
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Bubble Bursts For Oth State Offense

Continued From Page 1

pass rush.

“I'm sure you guys see it a lot of times
that he draws holding calls or (what should
have been a) holding call. He’s one of those
guys that kind of makes things happen ini-
tially at the play but doesn’t always get the
credit. But he’s making the ball redirect or
the quarterback do something different
right at the snap.”

Tuimoloau’s final stat line in this game
read six tackles (three for loss) with a pair
of sacks, his two interceptions and a forced
fumble and recovery and a pass breakup.
It's just the seventh time since 2000 that
an Ohio State defender recovered a fumble
and had an interception in a game.

Playing for his second defensive coordi-
nator in two seasons, Tuimoloau credited
his coach for being able to take another step
this year.

“I've got to shout out Coach Knowles,”
Tuimoloau said. “He’s allowed us to show
that versatility, and he has trust in me to do
those things. I've got to thank him.”

Ohio State Overcomes
Offensive Struggles In Win

It may seem strange to categorize a team
that finished with 452 total yards of offense
— including 354 passing yards courtesy
of quarterback CJ. Stroud — as one with a
struggling offense, but early in Ohio State’s
eventual win over Penn State, the Buckeyes
looked nothing like the team that has be-

come known as one of the top offenses in
college football.

The Buckeyes settled for a field goal on
their opening drive after stalling in Penn
State territory, a combination of questionable
play calling and the impact of the 108,433
fans in attendance at Beaver Stadium. Ohio
State saw three plays go for no gain on the
drive, and the Buckeyes also had a delay of
game penalty at Penn State’s 23-yard line. In
total, Ohio State was called three times for
delay of game and once for a false start, and
in general they looked to have difficulty at
times getting a play in from the sideline.

“We definitely haven't had a lot of road
games,” Stroud said. “This is our second
one of the year. We did a great job preparing
early on with the noise, and we weren't go-
ing off of a silent (count). Matt (Jones) and
Luke (Wypler) had great communication up
there. Luke had a lot of protection, a lot of
times I would come up there and try to veto
it or confirm it. I think we had constant com-
munication in practice. It's where it started
with just being focused in so in the game it
wouldn't rattle us.”

The Ohio State defense forced turnovers
on each of Penn State’s next two posses-
sions — interceptions courtesy of Harrison
and Tuimoloau — setting the Buckeyes up
in Nittany Lion territory. Harrison's pick led
to a missed 53-yard field goal from kicker
Noah Ruggles after the offense gained just
4 yards, but after forcing the second turn-
over, Ohio State took just three plays for Mi-
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SONNY BROCKWAY

BRIGHT SPOT — Ohio State wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. was one of
the few constants for the Buckeye offense against Penn State, pulling in 10
catches for 185 yards, both career highs for the sophomore.

yan Williams to find the end zone following
gains through the air of 18 and 19 yards for
wideout Marvin Harrison Jr.

Both of Harrison’s catches on that drive
— he finished the game with a team-high 10
receptions for 185 yards, both career highs
— were between the numbers, and that’s
where Ohio State’s passing attack found
the most success against Penn State. The
Buckeyes had a nasty habit against the Nit-
tany Lions of running far too many plays for
loss, including several on screens and runs
outside.

They were numerous throughout the
first half and even into the third quarter, but
once Ohio State started operating the of-
fense almost exclusively between the num-
bers in the fourth quarter, the offense was
able to take off.

“I thought we finally got into rhythm, find-
ing those seam routes in there,” Day said.
“We hit a couple shots on the outside of the
protection when it was clean. I felt like we
would have done a better job of the perimeter
run game, with the bubble throws that just —
we got blown up on those a few times. That
really hurts. We struggled on third down ear-
ly on. We got that solved, which was huge,
because it kept the drives going.”

Day said the bubble screens and gener-

al plays outside the numbers served Ohio
State’s rushing attack — or would have, at
least, if the plays had gone according to plan.

“What it does is it forces everyone to run
to that side of the field if you complete it,”
he said. “It sounds crazy, but it's true. We
want them to defend the entire field, and if
they put a lot of guys in a box then we need
to spread them out to the perimeter. We
always say that we want to be able to take
them inside, attack them outside and then
throw the ball down the field.

“We probably could have done that more
in the game, but I think if we had done a little
bit better job on the perimeter in that area,
we could have cracked the rock sooner.”

Speaking of the run game, it was another
up-and-down performance for Ohio State’s
rushing attack. Miyan Williams got all of
two carries before exiting the game with an
apparent hand injury, and Day provided no
update after the game on his status.

That left TreVeyon Henderson with the
bulk of the carries, and it wasn't a pretty
sight early on. In the first half, Henderson
had eight carries for just 19 yards, with five
of those attempts going for either no gain
or a loss. He was also tackled in the back-
field for a 5-yard loss after hauling in one of
Stroud’s aforementioned screens.
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SONNY BROCKWAY

POWERING ON — Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson’s day got
off to a slow start against Penn State, but he eventually responded with a
41-yard touchdown to put the Buckeyes up in the fourth quarter against the

Nittany Lions.

To his credit — as well as Day’s for not
abandoning the run despite the struggles —
Henderson kept pushing. After just three car-
ries for 4 yards in the third quarter, he took
his first carry of the fourth quarter — which
came with under nine minutes remaining in
the game and Ohio State facing a 21-16 defi-
cit — 41 yards for a score, his first of the game
to put the Buckeyes up 23-21.

“That’s huge,” Day said of Henderson’s
touchdown. “We're going to have to figure
out what’s going on with a couple of things,
but in that moment right there, we started to
kind of wear them down a little bit up front
and started to move the pile a little bit.”

Henderson's day wasn't finished, though,

as he added another touchdown two drives
later, this time on a 7-yard tote. While Hen-
derson’s first rushing score was one of the
pivotal moments in Ohio State's win, it
doesn't tell the full story of his day or that of
the rushing attack for the Buckeyes.

Outside of his 41-yard score, Henderson
had just 37 yards on 15 carries, an average
of just 2.5 yards per attempt. Part of the is-
sue was with Ohio State’s blocking, which
far too often got blown up by the Nittany
Lion defensive line, though Henderson was
culpable as well with several missed holes
— at least when they were available — and
a few instances of him slipping on Penn
State’s grass field.
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Over the last two games against lowa and
Penn State, the Buckeyes have accounted for
just 164 yards on 56 carries, a hair under 3
yards per attempt. Even with Henderson's
highlights against the Nittany Lions, the run
game is approaching a concern for Ohio
State entering the back stretch, especially if
Williams — who was seen with fingers taped
up on his right hand — was to miss time.

Asked about the impact of the running
game on his play calling, Day said they will as-
sess the running game after enjoying the win.

“Some things, certainly, we want better,
but at the end of the day, it's great to get a
win,” he said. “When we go into these games,
the expectation is to win. I know that’s not
everybody’s expectation. That’s our expecta-
tion. Do we want to play perfect? Yeah. Do
we want to win by four touchdowns? Yeah.
But the expectation coming in here has to
be to win, and that’s what we did.

“When you look at the scoreboard at the
end and it says 44-31, what's the story? This
story has its own unique tale. We always
come out and want to do things better, but
to play the way we did in the fourth quarter
was tremendous.”

Confusion Costs OSU
Points Before Halftime

Lost amid the chaos of the game and
the eventual 44-31 win was a confusing se-
quence that took place as the teams were
preparing to go to the locker room at the
half.

With Penn State holding a 14-13 lead,
the Buckeyes got the ball back at their own
31 with just over a minute remaining with
a chance to put points on the board. There
was extra significance because the Nittany
Lions were to receive the ball in the second
half, so the deficit could have grown by the
next time Ohio State had the ball on offense.

The Buckeyes started the drive off with
a 23-yard gain to tight end Cade Stover, and
after the Penn State defense worked Ohio
State down to fourth-and-7 following an
8-yard sack of Stroud, the quarterback re-
sponded with a 14-yard pass to Harrison to
keep the drive alive, and he followed it up
with another 21-vard gain to the PSU 8.

After spiking the ball to stop the clock
with just six seconds remaining and time for
one more play before settling for a field goal,
Stroud did the one thing he couldn’t do: take
a sack. He was dropped for a 5-yard loss and
fumbled the ball away, ending any chance of
Ohio State coming away with points before
the half. The play was meant to develop
quickly and have Stroud throw the ball up in
the corner of the end zone, but with unfavor-
able numbers for the Buckeyes, Penn State
cornerback Johnny Dixon came off the edge
and was on Stroud in an instant, forcing the
fumble that was recovered by Wypler.

“We had six seconds left,” Day said. “I
thought that we could take a shot in the end
zone. We knew they were in zero coverage,
and [ was going to take the delay game and
then just kick the field goal, but then felt
like maybe CJ. would want to throw the
fade up and see if we get it vs. zero cov-
erage.

“We were not on the same page, he and
1, but I'll take all the blame for that. It's to-
tally not his fault. He shouldn’t have been in
that situation. Six seconds left, just kick the
field goal, get some momentum going into
halftime.”

Day considered calling a timeout but
then realized he did not have one — perhaps
due to some confusion between the offi-
cials, the in-house scorekeepers and even
the FOX broadcast, which were not in con-
sensus about how many the Buckeyes had
remaining in the first half — and said it was
not a good feeling.

Stroud echoed his coach’s comment
and said it was just a miscommunication,
though he also admitted he should have
thrown up the fade.

“I knew I was going to get zero (cover-
age) and I just had to get the ball out of my
hand,” Stroud said. “I wanted Emeka (Eg-
buka) to run a one-step slant right away and
catch them off guard. They were backed up
3 yards in the end zone. But it is what it is.
I appreciate Coach Day having the trust in
me to move the ball down the field. I think
we did that prettv well.”
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OHIO STATE VS. PENN STATE

Buckeyes Utilize Wild 4th Quarter in Win

GAME
NOTEBOOK

Ohio State and Penn State entered the
game’s final quarter with 30 points com-
bined and the Buckeyes ahead 16-14. How-
ever, neither team was prepared for the na-
ture of the final frame.

The Buckeyes and Nittany Lions produced
45 total points in the fourth quarter, while
both teams combined to churn out 368 yards
of offense during the final period. Although
Ohio State and Penn State slogged through
the first three quarters, with neither team get-
ting much separation on the other, it was the
Buckeyes who reigned supreme in the game’s
wild final act, outscoring the Nittany Lions 28-
17 in the contest’s last 15 minutes.

“It was Buckeye football,” quarterback
CJ. Stroud said. “We know that it gets tough
in the fourth quarter. I think we're a fourth
quarter-type of team, at least we try to be.
We work for that in the offseason, push-
ing sleds, lifting weights with (the strength
staff). So those are the dudes who are why
we are so good in the fourth.”

It wasn't necessarily a ceremonious start
for the Buckeyes in the quarter, though. Af-
ter the Buckeyes retook the lead with 10
seconds to go in the third thanks to the leg
of kicker Noah Ruggles, the Nittany Lions
found themselves backed up deep in their
own territory and facing a third-and-16
after a sack from defensive end JT. Tuim-
oloau. Although Penn State quarterback
Sean Clifford’s third-down attempt fell to
the turf, Ohio State cornerback JK Johnson
was flagged for pass interference, giving
the Nittany Lions a free set of downs. Aid-
ed by gains of 14 and 26 yards, Penn State
reached the red zone, where the Buckeyes
hardened and held the Nittany Lions to a
field-goal attempt. Again, Penn State was
bailed out by an Ohio State mistake, as kick-
er Jake Pinegar’s missed 35-yard attempt
was wiped off the board due to an illegal
formation on the Buckeyes.

The Nittany Lions then converted a fourth-
and-1 from the Buckeyes’ 13-yard line before
reaching the goal line for a huge fourth-and-
goal three plays later. It appeared that fourth-
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down attempt was doomed to fail when line-
backer Tommy Eichenberg corralled running
back Kaytron Allen in the backfield, but Allen
slipped away from his grasp and fell into the
end zone to give Penn State the 21-16 lead
with 9:26 remaining in regulation.

Although it appeared to be a demoraliz-
ing possession for the Ohio State defense,
especially due to the several penalties that
allowed the drive to continue, Stroud noted
that the Buckeye offense kept calm on the
sideline and rallied together to prepare for
their next possession.

“Coach (Ryan) Day has a lot of trust in
me, along with my teammates,” Stroud said.
“I definitely think that when those moments
come, I definitely try to look at myself in the
mirror and be like, ‘CJ., this is your time. God
made you for this! But on the sideline, I'm just
trying to give everybody positive feedback and
give confidence. That's what I think I did, and
that's why we went out there and scored.”

The Buckeyes showcased that confidence
on the very next drive, going 75 yards in just
three plays and benefiting from a 41-yard
touchdown run from running back TreVeyon
Henderson, who had largely struggled up un-
til that point, to retake the lead, 23-21.

Just two plays later, the Ohio State de-
fense came up big. Tuimoloau, who had al-
ready registered an interception during the
first half, bullrushed through Penn State
tackle Bryce Effner before slapping Clifford’s
arm and jarring the ball free. Tuimoloau then
landed on the ball himself, giving the Buck-
eyes possession at the Penn State 24-yard
line. One play later, Stroud found tight end
Cade Stover, who bounced off a trio of would-
be tacklers before plowing into the end zone
to extend Ohio State’s lead to 30-21.
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The Nittany Lions quickly made it a
one-possession game again as Pinegar
drilled a 44-yard field goal to make it 30-24
with 5:49 remaining in regulation. However,
the Buckeyes responded yet again, driving 75
yards in 2:57 to set up a 7-yard touchdown
run by Henderson. The scoring possession
was boosted by a 42-yard connection be-
tween Stroud and wide receiver Emeka Eg-
buka, placing Ohio State in the red zone.

But lightning struck twice for the Nittany
Lions, and it was Tuimoloau delivering the
dagger into the heart of the Beaver Stadium
crowd.

The Nittany Lions regained possession
down 37-24, and Clifford, once again, tried to
make something happen with his arm. Look-
ing to find wideout Parker Washington, Clif-
ford instead found Tuimoloau, who rumbled
into the end zone with a pick-six on his sec-
ond interception of the afternoon. Tuimoloau’s
pick-six put the cap on a huge day for the soph-
omore. He tallied six tackles (three for loss)
and two sacks along with his pair of intercep-
tions, fumble recovery and pass breakup.

“It was a great win,” Tuimoloau said.
“This is not an easy place to play. I know you
guys heard the fans were rocking. We played
a great defense and came out with the win.”

Day relished his team’s ability to come to-
gether in the final quarter and make the nec-
essary plays needed to emerge victorious.

“I'd say it was crazy, but we expect when
we play this game here it to be that way,’
Day said. “We think about our game in 2018

SONNY BROCKWAY
WATCH HIM GO — Ohio State tight end Cade Stover provided one of the
most exciting moments during the Buckeyes’ win over Penn State, weav-
ing through several Nittany Lion defenders on a 24-yard touchdown in the
fourth quarter to extend Ohio State’s lead to 30-21.

here, the game we played in 2017 back at
our place. It comes down to the fourth quar-
ter. We knew that was going to be the case.
There are a lot of things in the first half we
wish we'd done better, no question. But that's
playing football. That's competing. Penn
State’s got one heck of a team. They played
really hard, and it doesn’t come easy. That be-
ing said, I'm very proud of the way the team
played, especially in the fourth quarter.

“I thought CJ. Stroud was unbelievable in
the fourth quarter, the way he played. (Tuimo-
loau) was off the charts, Marvin Harrison (Jr.)
—but it was everybody. Cade Stover, what can
you say about that run he had? Clutch. Just
the way we played in that fourth quarter was
tremendous. I'm proud of our guys.”

Buckeyes Allow Clifford
To Get Into Rhythm

At the game’s onset, it appeared Clifford
was doomed for a difficult outing. The Penn
State quarterback threw a pair of intercep-
tions in his first six attempts, with Tuimolo-
au playing a hand in both.

On Clifford’s first pick, Tuimoloau got be-
tween him and Washington and batted the
ball into the air toward fellow defensive end
Zach Harrison, who bobbled it once before
reeling it in and setting up the OSU offense
at the Penn State 39-yard line. The Buck-
eye offense was unable to produce points off
that turnover, though, as a 53-yard attempt
from Ruggles landed wide right and short.

With the Buckeyes clinging to a 3-0 lead
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with 4:42 remaining in the opening frame,
Tuimoloau again showcased his threaten-
ing presence in pass defense. This time,
he dropped back into zone coverage before
jumping in front of Clifford’s checkdown
target, Allen, and intercepting the ball. The
Buckeyes went on to score three plays later
and take an early 10-0 lead.

But Ohio State was unable to hold Clif-
ford, and Washington for that matter, down
the whole way through. After his second
interception, Clifford went on to complete
nine of his next 11 pass attempts, including
a 58-yard touchdown pass to Washington
in which he bounced off a pair of would-be
tacklers in safety Tanner McCalister and
Johnson. Clifford capped off that run with
another touchdown, this time to KeAndre
Lambert-Smith to give Penn State its first
lead of the afternoon, 14-10.

Clifford managed the game well from
there, until disaster struck with his previ-
ously mentioned pair of turnovers in the
fourth quarter. While Clifford was up-and-
down for much of the afternoon, he complet-
ed 32 of 47 attempts for 371 yards, three
touchdowns and three interceptions.

“I thought he played gutsy and made
some big-time plays,” said Penn State head
coach James Franklin. “Obviously, you can't
have the turnovers. The (fumble), I don't
know if it was necessarily his fault, it was a
pressure and a strip sack. The other ones,
whether he left the ball inside or whether
he has to find a throwing lane around real-
ly athletic, long defensive ends, you have to
find a throwing lane.”

Despite their inconsistency against Clif-
ford and his band of receivers, the Buckeyes
remained steady against the Nittany Lions’
rushing attack, holding Penn State to just
111 rushing yards and an average of 3.4
yards per attempt.

Although Ohio State’s defensive per-
formance against Clifford also took a
roller-coaster trajectory, Day was largely
pleased with the way his defense held up at
key points in the game.

“I thought they competed,” Day said of the
defense. “(The Nittany Lions) had their big
plays, but they also had their turnovers too. We
could feed off each other like we did. That's
when we can flip the scoreboard, and would
we like to have done it more? Sure. But that's
a great challenge today that we responded to.”

Zach Harrison also noted that the Buck-
eyes needed to regroup after Clifford’s pair of
touchdowns but all-in-all registered a strong
day on the defensive side of the football.

“We just keep playing, just keep playing
and never fold,” Harrison said. “Early on,
we were playing well and then we kind of
stalled out a little bit. But Coach Day just
said, ‘Keep playing. It's just the next play,
next play and next play. The offense opened
up and we got them stops.”

‘Route-Man Marv’
Strikes Again

While the Ohio State offensive attack was
largely limited through much of the first three
quarters against Penn State, Marvin Harri-
son remained a steady hand for the Buckeyes
throughout their visit to State College, Pa.

Harrison largely contributed through
his prowess across the middle and in slant
routes, snagging 10 of Stroud’s 26 comple-
tions and accounting for 185 yards against
the Nittany Lions. Although Stroud and
Harrison largely connected through slant
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VS. PENN STATE

What Worked Well

Aerial strikes into the middle of Penn State’s defense proved
most effective for quarterback CJ. Stroud and the Ohio State
passing attack against the Nittany Lions.

Wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. was the biggest beneficia-
ry of such plays, finishing with 10 catches for 185 yards on the
day. Each catch Harrison made went for at least 10 yards, and a
vast majority came on in-breaking routes. Perhaps no such route
was more effective for him in Beaver Stadium than the slant.

That’s the route head coach Ryan Day drew up for Harrison on
a crucial third-and-10 with less than five minutes to play, and he
made use of soft Penn State coverage on a 12-yard first-down gain.

Tight end Cade Stover, Stroud’s biggest target over the mid-
dle in terms of size, set a career high for receptions against the
Nittany Lions, hauling in six passes. He went for 78 yards, five
short of his career best.

Stover also notched the touchdown that put the Buckeyes up
two scores with 8:17 to play. Blocking and releasing on a short
route over the middle, he found plenty of space as all of Penn
State’s linebackers were either blitzing or in man coverage else-
where. Stroud hit him, and Stover turned and rumbled up field,
bowling over not one or two, but three Penn State defenders as
he tumbled into the end zone for a 24-yard score.

Even graduate tight end Mitch Rossi got in on the over-the-
middle action, hauling in a catch between the hashes with plenty of
space in the third quarter. He picked up 16 yards on the reception.

What Didn't Work

A deficiency running the ball one week against a good
defense can be written off. In back-to-back weeks, though, with
the latter against a team that's struggled previously to stop
opposing ground games in Penn State, there’s an issue.

For a second straight contest, Ohio State couldn’t establish its
rushing attack. The Buckeyes finished with 98 yards on 26 carries
—amere 3.8 per attempt — with running back TreVeyon Henderson
at a dreadful pace of 2.1 yards per carry through his first 11 runs.

Particularly, outside runs were Ohio State’s kryptonite.
Henderson had his longest runs of those first 11 totes, gains of
8 and 9 yards, on handoffs heading straight up the middle. Ohio

Game Analysis

State ran three bubble screens and a swing pass in the first half,
all outside throws behind the line of scrimmage that head coach
Ryan Day has said he considers extensions of the running game.
Those combined for 7 yards of losses on four plays.

Trailing 14-13 late in the third quarter, the Buckeyes moved
to Penn State’s 30-yard line for a first down. They dialed up two
such bubble screens, one which gained 4 yards and another that
went for no gain, before running on third-and-6 and settling for a
field goal on fourth-and-2.

Ohio State did manage to bust a big run when it needed to,
however, on Henderson’s 12th carry of the day. The Virginia
native dashed through an open hole and outran the back end
of Penn State’s defense for a 41-yard touchdown that put the
Buckeyes up 23-21 with 8:51 to play. He added a second touch-
down run from 7 yards out with 2:52 remaining.

Still, concern lingers about the long-term viability of the
Buckeyes’ ground game, particularly when Michigan managed
418 yards rushing against the same Penn State team.

Play Of The Game

A certain former five-star defensive end named J.T. Tuimoloau
had a breakout performance against Penn State. One play
served as the exclamation point, not just in terms of said break-
out but in terms of Ohio State’s victory as well.

The Nittany Lions had the ball at their own 19-yard line with
2:47 to play. Screens had picked up consistent yardage much
of the day for Penn State, and that's where the squad went on
a first-and-10, where wide receiver Parker Washington quickly
turned open for a tunnel screen behind the line of scrimmage.

Meanwhile, Tuimoloau had flattened Penn State right tackle
Bryce Effner and stood in quarterback Sean Clifford’s passing
lane. The signal caller still thought he could fit the ball in over
Tuimoloau, however, and he thought wrong. Tuimoloau, flexing
his basketball background, leapt up and snagged the throw with
his fingertips, then proceeded to run untouched for a 14-yard
pick-six. The defensive score, the second in as many games for
the Buckeyes, put the contest out of reach at 44-24 before the
eventual 44-31 final.

— Andy Anders

routes, the Buckeyes' signal caller noted
that wasn’t the team’s initial plan against
Penn State’s vaunted secondary.

“It was something we kind of felt on the
fly” Stroud said. “We knew they were in
zero coverage, and we had a plan for that,
but it wasn't really working. We kind of got
away from that and had another plan for it
and talked about it on the sideline. That just
shows you what type of coaches we have
in Coach Day and Coach (Brian) Hartline,
people like that just showing how much they
trust in us on plays.”

Harrison got going from the game’s start,
hauling in three catches for 74 yards in the
opening frame. His ability to pick up chunks
of yardage extended beyond just the first
quarter, however, as each of his 10 recep-
tions went for 11 or more yards. Harrison
finished the afternoon with an average of
18.5 yards per reception.

Harrison was also sure-handed for the
Buckeyes on third and fourth down, snag-
ging three first-down receptions in third-and-
long situations. The Philadelphia native also
added a conversion on fourth-and-7 during
Ohio State's final drive of the first half.

He also showcased his physical and
mental toughness, tweaking his shoulder
during the first half but ultimately opting to
remain in the game.

“We know Marvin is talented, but to play
tough the way he did says a lot about him,”

Day said. “He was gutsy today.”

In terms of the mental aspect, Harrison
dealt with the emotions of playing in his
home state as a native of Philadelphia.

“It means a lot,” Harrison said. “This
might be one of the only times I'm able to
come back here to Penn State and play
here, so I try to make the best of it.”

Buckeyes Handle
Beaver Stadium

Entering their dance with the Nittany Li-
ons, the Buckeyes had been challenged on
the road only once in a comparatively sleepy
atmosphere at Spartan Stadium in East
Lansing, Mich., on Oct. 8.

Although Ohio State passed its visit to
Michigan State with flying colors, outpac-
ing the Spartans 49-20 on the road, its trip
to Beaver Stadium was a whole different
beast. For starters, the Buckeyes played in
front of just 72,809 fans at Spartan Stadi-
um — a number that pales in comparison to
the 108,433 people who trekked to Happy
Valley to see Penn State take on Ohio State.

While the Buckeyes had to deal with the
raucous Penn State crowd all afternoon,
Zach Harrison emphasized that he was just
happy to leave Happy Valley with a win.

“It feels good just to get a win,” he said.
“Penn State is always a tough team to play,
tough place to play. It was rocking a few times
in that stadium. And to just come out with a

win, that's what we worked all week for.”

Although Ohio State came away with the
win, the Buckeyes still showed some inepti-
tude when dealing with a hostile environment.
Ohio State’s offense was called for delay of
game on three separate occasions while also
picking up a false start and offsides penalty
during the course of the contest.

Stroud acknowledged that some mis-
communication took place during the win,
specifically on the Buckeyes' final posses-
sion of the first half. As OSU operated within
the two-minute offense, Stroud was able to
march Ohio State 61 yards to the Penn State
8-yard line with six seconds remaining.

Although the Buckeyes had the opportu-
nity to take a chip-shot field-goal attempt and
head into the locker room with the lead, Ohio
State opted to run one more offensive play
while seeking to find pay dirt. Stroud instead
succumbed to pressure caused by the Penn
State defensive front and took a sack, and
the Buckeyes were unable to stop the clock
as they did not possess a timeout at the time.

The Buckeyes showed momentary laps-
es against the sea of white and blue, but Day
was pleased with his team’s resilience in a
hostile environment.

“A lot of respect for Penn State and
James Franklin and his staff,” Day said. “In
this environment, this is a hard place to play,
and it always is. For us to do that — I mean,
that locker room was on fire afterwards.”
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Buckeyes State The1r Case In 4th—Quarter Surge

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Quarterback CJ. Stroud, after a slow start,
did his thing. Running back TreVeyon Hen-
derson, after a slow start, did his thing. De-
fensive end ] T. Tuimoloau really did his thing
the entire game, and as a result, No. 2 Ohio
State remained on course for a spot in the
College Football Playoff after a dramatic and
pulsating 44-31 win over No. 13 Penn State
in State College, Pa., on Oct. 29.

For the second game in a row, Stroud
couldn't find a rhythm in the first half but
clicked after halftime to finish with 354
yards and a touchdown, which came during
a 28-point fourth quarter explosion in a 6:09
stretch that included two rushing TDs by
Henderson and a pick-six from Tuimoloau as
the Buckeyes (8-0, 5-0 Big Ten) overcame a
21-16 deficit against the pesky Nittany Lions
(6-2, 3-2).

Peaks and Valleys

Just as they had started against Iowa the
previous game when the Buckeyes had to set-
tle for field goals on three of their first four
trips to the red zone, they took the opening
kickoff and marched from their 25 to the
PSU 20 before Noah Ruggles kicked a 38-
yard field goal at 9:47 for a 3-0 lead.

After a completion for no gain and an in-
completion to begin the drive, Stroud found
Marvin Harrison Jr. for 37 yards to the Penn
State 38. Henderson then rushed for 5 yards,
and Cade Stover had a catch for 10 yards to
the 23. Henderson gained nothing on two
carries, and a delay of game pushed the ball
back to the 28 before Stover’s grab gained 8
yards to set up the field goal.

The Buckeyes got the ball back when
quarterback Sean Clifford, on third-and-9
from the PSU 47, was intercepted by Zach
Harrison after the pass was tipped by Tuim-
oloau. Harrison made a return of 2 yards to
the Penn State 39.

But the Lions defense stiffened, and Rug-
gles missed from 53 yards after Henderson
was stuffed again for nothing and a comple-
tion each to Stover and Emeka Egbuka net-
ted 4 total yards.

On PSU's third snap of the ensuing drive
after the kickoff, Tuimoloau cut in front of Ka-
ytron Allen for an interception at the Nittany
Lions’ 43 and returned it 2 yards.

“He really stepped up,” Ohio State coach
Ryan Day said of Tuimoloau. “You're seeing
what he is capable of now. This was a com-
ing-out party for him. It's well deserved, and
I'm happy for him. He's been working hard,
and I'm glad all of his hard work is paying off.”

From there, Harrison made catches of 18
and 19 yards to the 4. Miyan Williams bulled
his way in to make 10-0 with 2:48 left in the
first quarter. He was initially ruled short of the
goal line, but video review overturned the call
on the field. The three-play drive took 1:54.

Following a touchback on a Penn State
punt, Stroud scrambled for 4 yards, and
Williams rushed for 5 yards but was tackled
along the left sideline and suffered an injury
and left the game at the end of the quarter be-
fore an Ohio State punt.

Parker Washington ignited the stadium
with a 58yard catch-and-run TD for a 10-7
score at 11:13 of the second quarter. Facing
a 3rd-and-4, Clifford tossed a pass to Wash-

SONNY BROCKWAY

FIVE-STAR TALENT — Ohio State defensive end Zach Harrison (9) put an
early stop to Penn State’s offense, intercepting quarterback Sean Clifford
after defensive end J.T. Tuimoloau batted a pass up in the air. It was the first
of four turnovers on the day by Clifford.

ington at the PSU 46. He shirked two would-
be defenders in cornerback JK Johnson and
safety Tanner McCalister and sprinted to the
end zone.

Penn State took a 14-10 lead at 6:50
on a 23wyard reception by KeAndre Lam-
bert-Smith to complete a six-play, 79-yard
drive in 1:49. On the previous play, Clifford
had rolled left and connected with tight end
Theo Johnson for 42 yards.

Ohio State didn't fully capitalize on an-
other red-zone opportunity after Penn State
gifted the Buckeyes 15 yards on a pass-inter-
ference penalty, and Ruggles nailed a 37-yard
field goal to make it 14-13 at 3:14.

It had started with the kickoff out-of-
bounds to give the Buckeyes possession at
their 35. The pass interference moved the
ball to the 50. Stroud would later have a 23-
yard pass to Julian Fleming to the 32. Stover’s
catch gained 9 yards, and Henderson rushed
for 9 more to the 14 only for Ohio State to
have an incompletion, a 5-yard loss on a
screen to Henderson and an incompletion.

The Buckeyes blew a chance to take the
lead going into halftime, driving to the 8 but
failing to put points on the board.

An 8yard Egbuka punt return placed the
ball at the OSU 31 with 1:07 left in the half.
Stover had a catch for 23 to the PSU 46, but
the drive was in peril on fourth-and-7 follow-
ing a Stroud scramble for 11 yards on third
down while needing 18. From the 43 and af-
ter an Ohio State timeout, Harrison hauled in
a l4-yarder to the 29, and he made another

catch to the 8. Stroud spiked the ball with six
seconds left, and the Buckeyes decided to go
for a TD, but Stroud was sacked for 5 yards
by Johnny Dixon and fumbled the ball. Cen-
ter Luke Wypler recovered at the 13, but the
clock expired.

Nit Picking

The Buckeye defense got a fourth-down
stop early in the third quarter. PSU moved to
the OSU 19 with the aid of a 27-yard catch by
Washington, but Tyleik Williams tackled run-
ning back Nick Singleton for no gain, and the
Buckeyes took over on downs only to have to
punt it back.

Later, Ruggles kicked a 40-yard field near
the end of the third quarter to put the Buck-
eyes ahead 16-14.

Starting from the OSU 33, Harrison
caught a ball for 16 yards, and Mitch Rossi
later added another 16 yards to the Lion 30.
Fleming had a 4-yard catch, but Egbuka’s re-
ception went for no yards before Henderson
rushed for 4 yards to the 22 to set up the field
goal.

Penn State regained the lead in a most
unique way, going up 21-16 with 9:26 to play
on a lwyard run by Allen. Penn State had
faced fourth-and 1 from the OSU 13, and
Jake Pinegar missed a 30-yard field goal to
the right, but a false start nullified the play.
Pinegar then missed to the right from 35, but
OSU was called for an illegal formation, set-
ting up another fourth-and-1.

Given new life, Clifford passed 4 yards to

Tyler Warren to the 9 for the first down. Allen
ran for 1 yard, and on second down, Mitchell
Tinsley caught the ball at the 5 and appeared
to get into the end zone, but he fumbled at
the goal line and a review showed tight end
Brenton Strange recovered it just short of the
line. Clifford was stopped for no gain, but on
fourth down, Allen took it in. He slipped away
from linebacker Tommy Eichenberg at the 4
then pushed his way past three more Buck-
eyes. The drive used 5:44 and 13 plays to go
75 yards.

The Buckeyes responded in stunning
fashion, going 75 yards in three plays and 35
seconds for a 23-21 lead with 8:51 remaining.

Harrison got a 2l-yarder from Stroud,
and Egbuka had 13 more before Henderson
rushed 41 yards for the score. The Buckeyes
wanted to go for two, but a false start changed
the plans and Ruggles made the point after.

When PSU got the ball back, Tuimoloau
strip-sacked Clifford and recovered the fum-
ble at the 24. On the first play of the ensuing
drive, Stroud spotted Stover open in the mid-
dle at the 18, and the tight end scored from
24 yards out with 8:17 remaining to extend
the lead to 30-21.

A Pinegar field goal then made it 30-24
with 5:49 left. The big play was a 27-yard run
by Allen.

Back came the Buckeyes, and on third-
and-10 from the OSU 41, Harrison made a
12-yard catch. Three plays later, Egbuka had
a 42-yard catch to the 2. Following a delay of
game, Henderson ran in from the 7 with 2:52
left for a 37-24 advantage.

Tuimoloau then intercepted Clifford on
the first play and returned it 14 yards for the
score with 2:42 left to make 44-24 before Al-
len had a 5-yard TD catch with 1:12 left for
the 44-31 final. The series consumed eight
plays over 75 yards in 1:30.

Penn State then had an unsuccessful on-
side kick when the ball went out of bounds.
Starting from the PSU 40, Henderson had 9
yards on two runs, and Rossi gained 8 prior to
Stroud taking a knee at the Penn State 25 to
conclude the game.

Tuimoloau finished with six tackles, three
of them for losses, a forced fumble and a re-
covery, two interceptions, two sacks and a
tipped ball that led to an interception.

Stroud was 26 of 33 for 354 yards with
Harrison making 10 catches for 185 yards.

Clifford was 32 of 47 for 371 yards with
three touchdowns, three interceptions and a
lost fumble, and he was sacked three times
while Washington had 11 catches for 179
yards and a score.

Notes

Stover had six catches for 78 yards and a
touchdown. Egbuka made six catches for 53
yards. ... Henderson netted 78 yards off 16
carries. ... Jesse Mirco averaged 52.0 yards
for three punts. .... Allen gained 76 yards on
12 rushes for Penn State. ... Eichenberg had
a game-high 15 tackles (10 solo), and line-
backer Steele Chambers was second with
nine (five solo). ... Ohio State totaled 452
yards (354 passing, 98 rushing) with 21 first
downs. Penn State gained 482 yards (371
passing, 111 rushing) and 24 first downs. ...
OSU was 4 of 12 on third-down conversions
and 1 of 1 on fourth. Penn State was 6 of 16
on third and 3 of 4 on fourth.
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 44, Penn State 31

Oct. 29, 2022 - Beaver Stadium, State College, Pa.

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
OHIO STATE 10 3 3 28 44
PENN STATE 0 14 0 17 31

First Quarter
OSU - Ruggles, 38-yard field goal, 9:47.
OSU - M. Williams, 4-yard rush (Ruggles kick), 2:48.
Second Quarter
PSU - Washington, 58-yard pass from Clifford (Pinegar kick), 11:13.
PSU - Lambert-Smith, 23-yard pass from Clifford (Pinegar kick), 6:50.
OSU - Ruggles, 37-yard field goal, 3:14.
Third Quarter
OSU - Ruggles, 40-yard field goal, 0:10.
Fourth Quarter
PSU - Allen, 1-yard rush (Pinegar kick), 9:26.
0OSU - Henderson, 41-yard rush (Ruggles kick), 8:51.
OSU - Stover, 24-yard pass from Stroud (Ruggles kick), 8:17.
PSU - Pinegar, 44-yard field goal, 5:49.
0OSU - Henderson, 7-yard rush (Ruggles kick), 2:52.
OSU - Tuimoloau, 14-yard INT return (Ruggles kick), 2:42.
PSU - Allen, 5-yard pass from Clifford (Pinegar kick), 1:12.
Att. - 108,433
Weather - Sunny
Team Statistics

osu PSU
First Downs 21 24
Rushing 3 5
Passing 17 18
Penalty 1 1
Rushes-Yards 26-98 33-1m
Passing Yards 354 371
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 26-34-0 32-47-3
Offensive Plays 60 80
Total Net Yards 452 482
Third Down Efficiency 4-12 6-16
Fourth Down Efficiency 11 3-4
Punts-Avg. 3-52.0 3-44.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-1
Penalties 8-50 6-50
Time of Possession 29:34 30:26

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) - OSU: Henderson 16-78; M. Williams 2-9; Rossi 1-8; Stroud 6-5; Team
1-(-2). PSU: Allen 12-76; Singleton 14-45; Clifford 7-(-10).

PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) - OSU: Stroud 26-33-0-354-1; Team 0-1-0-0-0. PSU: Clifford
32-47-3-371-3.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) - OSU: Harrison Jr. 10-185; Stover 6-78; Egbuka 6-53; Fleming 2-27;
Rossi 1-16; Henderson 1-(-5). PSU: Washington 11-179; Tinsley 5-24; Strange 4-13; Lambert-Smith 2-58;
Johnson 2-57; Evans 2-14; Allen 2-13; Singleton 1-6; Wallace Il 1-4; Warren 1-4; Clifford 1-(-1).

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) - OSU: Mirco 3-52.0-53. PSU: Amor 3-44.7-59,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Egbuka 1-8, PSU: Washington 2-4.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: X. Johnson 1-26. PSU: Hardy 1-22; Evans 1-17.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Tuimoloau 1-0. PSU: None.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Tuimoloau 2-16; Harrison 1-2. PSU: None.

SACKS - OSU: Tuimoloau 2-16; T. Williams 1-2. PSU: Carter 1-8; Dixon 1-5.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Tuimoloau 3-17; T. Williams 1-2. PSU: Carter 1-8; Dixon 1-5;
Ellis 1-5; Ellies 1-3; Kalen King 1-2; Reed 1-2; Kobe King 0.5-1; Dennis-Sutton 0.5-1

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) - OSU: Eichenberg 10-5-15; Chambers 5-4-9; Ransom 7-0-7; Tuimoloau
3-3-6; Hickman 2-4-6; Burke 4-1-5; T. Williams 2-3-5; Harrison 2-2-4; J. Johnson 3-0-3; McCalister 2-1-3;
Proctor 2-0-2; Vincent 0-2-2; Hall Jr. 1-0-1; Simon 1-0-1; Cage 1-0-1; Sawyer 0-1-1; Jean-Baptiste 0-1-1;
Martinez 0-1-1; Hamilton 0-1-1; Hancock 0-1-1. PSU: Brown 6-2-8; Ellis 3-2-5; Porter Jr. 4-0-4; Dixon 4-0-
4; Carter 3-1-4; Kalen King 2-2-4; Jacobs 1-2-3; Mustipher 1-2-3; Kobe King 1-2-3; Reed 2-0-2; Deluca
2-0-2; Sutherland 1-1-2; Beamon 1-0-1; Elson 1-0-1; Clifford 1-0-1; Tarburton 1-0-1; Wheatley 1-0-1; Allen
1-0-1; Izzard 1-0-1; Ellies 1-0-1; Hardy 1-0-1; Robinson 1-0-1; Isaac 0-1-1; Dennis-Sutton 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME - OSU: Harrison Jr, Egbuka, Henderson, Fleming, Wypler, M. Jones,
Stroud, Jackson, Johnson Jr, D. Jones, Stover, Burke, Ransom, Hickman, McCalister, Chambers,
Eichenberg, J. Johnson, Tuimoloau, Hall Jr, Vincent, Harrison, X. Johnson, Hicks, Martinez, Trayanum,
Styles, Gaoteote IV, Dunn, Turner, Mirco, M. Williams, Mitchell, Simon, Sawyer, Rossi, Fielding, Proctor,
Hamilton, Prater, Michalski, Vimahi, Hancock, James, Jean-Baptiste, Adolph, Cage, Scott Jr, Ballard, T.
Williams, Curry, Arnold, Ruggles. PSU: Allen, S. Clifford, Washington, Tinsley, Nourzad, Scruggs, Effner,
Fashanu, Wormley, Johnson, Strange, Carter, Brown, Ellis, Isaac, Jacobs, Kalen King, Elson, Tarburton,
Beamon, Porter Jr, Mustipher, Sutherland, Lambert-Smith, Singleton, Evans, Winston, Hardy, Durant,
Constantini, Dixon, Dennis-Sutton, DeLuca, Kobe King, Warren, Robinsin, Miller, Christ, van der Berg,
Mulbah, Vanover, Wheatley, Wallace I1I, Reed, Meiga, L. Clifford, Stoll, Ellies, Pinegar, Sahaydak, Wilson,
Amor, |zzard.

Season Statistics

2022 Game-By-Game

M. HarrisonJr. 10 - - - - 60
Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd EmekaEgbuka 8 - - - - 48
Sept.3  (2) NOTRE DAME (5) W, 2110 106,549 Julian Fleming 6 - - - - 36
Sept. 10 (3) ARKANSAS STATE W, 4512 100,067 T Henderson 6 - - - - 3
Sept.17  (3) TOLEDO W, 7721 105398
Sent 24 (3) WISCONSIN W,5221 105473 ,(\:Aandci SRtg;’Seir g - }2
Oct. 1 (3) RUTGERS W,49-10 104,245 -
Oct8  (3)at Michigan State W,49-20 72809 T. Eichenberg - - - - 6
Oct. 22 (2)IOWA W,54-10 104,848 Xavier Johnson 1 - - - - 6
Oct.29  (2) at Penn State (13) W,44-31 108433 Gee Scott Jr. 1T - - - - 6
Nov. 5 at Northwestern 12pm. Jayden Ballard 1 - - - - 6
Nov.12  INDIANA TBA ;
Nov.19  at Maryland TBA Jbg\gjr:mHoeL;g:n 1 : B : : 2
Nov.26  MICHIGAN (4) Noon
Dec.3  Big Ten Championship 8pm. TC Caffey - - - - 6
0SU Totals 52 5252 - - 911 391
OSU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before the  OPP Totals 16 1516 0-0 0-0 8-8 135
opponent, while the opponent's ranking is after the name.
FG Distance  0-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total
Team Statistics Noah Ruggles  3-3  3-4 3-3 01 91
osu Opp OSUTotals ~ 3-3  3-4 3-3 01 911
First Downs 197 107 OPP Totals 11 44 33 0-0 88
Rushing 72 35
Passing 109 59 Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
Penalty 16 13 Jesse Mirco 24 1099 458 0 55
Average Per Game/Rush 191.5 93.4 M. O'Shaughnessy 1 a 40 o0 4
Average Per Game/Pass 317.8 176.8 0SU Totals 25 M40 456 0 55
Total Offense 4074 2161 OPP Totals 47 2120 451 0 75
Total Plays 526 479
Average Per Game 509.3 2704 Intercepti No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Average Per Play 77 4.5 Tanner McCalister 3 41 137 0 30
Penalties-Yards 43-377 45-371 JT. Tuimoloau 2 16 80 1 14
Fumbles-Lost 6-3 12-6 Tommy Eichenberg 1 15 150 1 15
Third Down Efficiency 47-94 29-110 Zach Harrison 1 2 20 0 2
Percentage 50% 26% Steele Chambers 1 12 120 0 12
Fourth Down Efficiency 10-10 6-16 Ronnie Hickman 1 8 80 0 8
Percentage 100% 38% Lathan Ransom 1 0 0 0 0
Sacks-Yards 22-129 7-38 0SU Totals 10 9 94 2 30
Time Of Possession Avg. 31:01 28:58 OPP Totals 4 47 18 1 32
Score Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg. Emeka Egbuka 8 59 74 0 16
Ohio State 124 82 101 84 0 391 489 Jayden Ballard 1 14 140 0 14
Opponents 34 50 13 38 0 135 16.9 JK Johnson 1 0 00 O 0
0SU Totals 0 73 73 0 16
Individual Statistics OPP Totals 5 37 74 0 15
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
T. Henderson 96 552 58 6 4 Kickoff Returns ~ No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Miyan Williams 76 5 . 1 70 ;
Da)\l\an Hayden 54 Zgg 9!? q 45 Chip Trayanum s 2 e 0w
TC Caffey 10 66 6.6 149 Xavier Johnson 1 26 260 0 26
EmekaEgbuka 6 59 98 1 27 Jayden Ballard T 0 0 0 0
i(avier’\lﬂq Cr(w)son ? %g 2278 8 22 Emeka Egbuka 125 260 0 25
esse M .
TR ] R O § owme  somoms oo
Mitch Rossi 4 13 33 1 8 .
82'%;? Zr&lﬂers % g §8 8 g Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Kyle McCord 3 4 13 0 3 T. Eichenberg 43 29 7270-22 2.5-12
Devin Brown 1 110 0 1 Steele Chambers 25 19 44 4019 107
&, Stroud R A Lathan Ransom 23 13 36 103 00
OSUTotals 284 1635 54 20 70 Ronnie Hickman 121729 00 0-0
OPP Totals 256 946 29 5 75 Cody Simon 14 13 27 4010 10-6
Mike Hall Jr. 9 7 16 75-46 45-39
Passing Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Effic. Josh Proctor m 5 16 0-0 00
ClStoud 159 223 713 2377 29-4 2002 Denzel Burke 9 7 16 202 00
KyleMcCord 14 18 778 165 1-0 1731 Jack Sawyer 6 9 15 401 207
Team 0 1 00 0 00 00 J. Jear_]-Bapt\ste 7 8 15 40-20 3519
OSUTotals 173 242 715 2542 30-4 1973 j; E‘Ami’fu é ; li 6-5623 2-5618
OPP Totals 130 223 58.3 1414 9-10 1159 Zach Harrison 9 5 14 207 10-4
Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long Cameron Martnez 9 5 14 0-0 0-0
Marvin Harrison Jr. 48 783 163 10 45 Tyleik Williams 7 6 18 257 102
Emeka Egbuka 47 788 168 7 69 Tanner McCalister 11 2 13 0-0 0-0
Cade Stover 24 309 129 3 38 Chip Trayanum 8 4 12 0-0 0-0
Julian Fleming 19 354 186 6 79 Caden Curry 8 3 M 15-6  05-0
Jayden Ballard 7 131 187 1 72 Taron Vincent 3 7 10 15-6 0-0
Xavier Johnson 5 48 96 1 24 Kye Stokes 8 1 9 10-4 0-0
Jaxon Smith-Njigba 5 43 86 0 21 Jerron Cage 4 5 9 257 158
Miyan Williams 4 26 65 0 12 CameronBrown 5 1 6 0-0 0-0
?e:eiaztrtsjorﬁ ‘3‘ 1% ?8 3 3 Jyaire Brown 3 3 6 0-0 0-0
M . ' Sonny Styles 3 3 6 10-2 0-0
itch Rossi 2 19 95 1 16 .
Dallan Hayden 2 B 65 0 10 Jaden‘ McKenzie 2 3 5 10-1 0-0
Reis Stocksdale 1 2 120 0 12 CJ. Hicks 3 2.5 00 00
Kaleb Brown 1 5 50 0 5 Ty Hamilton 2 3 5 00 00
Kyion Grayes 1 2 20 0 2 Palaie Gaoteote IV 3 1 4 0-0 0-0
0SU Totals 173 2542 147 30 79 0SU Totals 278 198 476 55.0-21122.0-129
OPP Totals 130 1414 109 9 58 OPP Totals 282 240 522 31.0-102 7.0-38
Fumbles Forced: Harrison (2), J. Brown, Hickman,
Scoring TD EPK EPR EPRC FG PTS Jean-Baptiste, Ransom, Simon, Stokes, Tuimoloau, .
Noah Ruggles - 52-52 - - 911 79 Fumbles Recovered: Gaoteote IV (2), Hall Jr,
Miyan Willams 10~ - - - - 60 Ransom, Tuimoloau, Vinent.
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