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Darsch No Stranger
To Post-Season Play

By Dave Kelch
For seven years at Tennessee,
new Ohio State women's
basketball coach Nancy Darsch

stood in the shadows as the
assistant coach to Pat Head
Summitt.

When Darsch, 33, was named as
Tara Van Derveer's successor June
12, the clouds that cast that
shadow lifted forever. One who is
most happy to see Darsch receive
the promotion, yet the person who
most suffers from it, is Summitt.

“During the past seven years
together, Nancy and [ have
enjoyed five appearances in the
Final Four in women's basketball
and a gold medal at the Olympics
in Los Angeles (1984)," said
Summitt, "Nancy has been an
active bench coach in two national
championship games, as well as
the Olympics. She is a great
analyst and an excellent coach.”

During the Summitt-Darsch
years at Tennessee, the Vols
compiled a record of 180-58.
Tennessee reached the final of the
‘84 NCAA women's tournament,
losing to Cheryl Miller-led
Southern Cal. This year,
Tennessee lost to Mississippiin the
Mideast Regional final,

Darsch, from Plymouth, Mass.,
earned a bachelor's degree from
Springfield (Mass.) College in 1973
and a master's degree from
Tennessee in 1979, Her first year at
Tennessee ('78-'79), Darsch served
as a graduate assistant coach.

Darsch was an assistant coach
for the 1980 and '84 Olympicteams
and for the 1979 and '83 Pan-
American Games. She coached
basketball, field hockey and

s
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softball at Longmeadow High in
Longmeadow, Mass., from 1973
until her appointment at
Tennessce.

“One of Nancy’s strongest
qualities is her ability to teach,”
said Summitt. "“She is truly
outstanding in this area and has
greatly complimented our team in
being able to teach the finer points
of the game and help us develop
fundamentally into our team
concept.”

Darsch takes over a Buckeye
team which advanced to the
NCAA East Regional final this
vear, losing by three points to
eventual national champion Old
Dominion,

Ohio State won four consecutive
Big Ten titles under Van Derveer,
who left OSU to take the head
coaching duties at Stanford. The
Buckeyes finished the '84.'85
regular season ranked seventh in
the nation, were 18-0 in conference
play and 28-3 overall.

“I am, of course, very pleased to
become the new head women's
coach at Ohio State,” said Darsch.
“We will continue the type of
success and dedication Ohio State
has had all along. It's (success)
here to stay.”

0OSU Athletic Director Rick Bay
said that Darsch was Ohio State's
first choice and the only eandidate
offered the position.

“We were committed to finding
someone with a mnational
reputation,” Bay said. “She has
been exposed to, and coached,
every great women's basketball
player in the country in the past
five years.

“lI am very excited at having
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Nancy as our new coach. Her
qualifications were unique and I
am confident she will continue the
strong tradition established for
Ohio State women's basketball.”

Since the announcement,
Darsch has been on a whirlwind
tour of summer basketball camps
and tournaments with the all-
important job requirement —
recruiting — on her mind,

Although the OSU recruiting
class for this fall is complete (there
are four signees and a fifth is
available, but Darsch said she will
leave it unfilled), Darsch has been
on the road eyeing talent for her
first OSU recruiting class next
year,

“l1 wanted to get on the road as
soon as possible,” said Darsch,
who is working the Tennessee
summer camp this week in
Knoxville. “I think everyone is
looking to see what's going to
happen in the Big Ten," since Ohio
State has dominated and only a
few of the schools appear to be
financially committed to women's
basketball.

Van Derveer took assistant
coach Amy Tucker with her to the
waest coast. Luby Lichonezak, who
has been with Van Derveer all
seven of Van Derveer's head-
coaching years, turned down an
offer to stay with her, to pursue the
OSU post.

He is now looking into other
head coach possibilities.

Darsch has named one
assistant, former Buckeye player
Kathy Gordon. Her second
assistant is expected to be named
soon.

Gordon was a three-time letter
winner for OSU from 1975 through
"77. Ohio State was 61-17 during
that span and won Big Ten
tournament titles in '76 and '77 and

New OSU Women’s Cage Coach Nancy Darsch

AIAW state championships from
"75 through "77.

“My priority was to put together
a staff that philosophically would
Kgive us a good working base,"” said
Darsch. "'Kathy fits that
description. Her experiences at
Ohio State and at Purdue (where
she was an assistant coach) put her
in a situation to contribute greatly
to the program. I wanted an
asgistant with a background in
recruiting in this area and Kathy
has that."

Darsch says no major changes
are planned for the program. The
same running-style offense and
tough defense played under Van
Derveer will be continued,
although with changes to best use

personnel.
Darsch will have returning
starters Tracey Hall, Francine

Lewis, Jodi Roth and Liana Coutts
to build upon. Lewis and Hall were
all-Big Ten and Hall was the
Freshman of the Year. Other
strong returnees include Toni
Roesch, Rhonda Winters and Barb
Smith. Gone is all-Big Ten guard
Yvette Angel, starting center Carla
Chapman (whose season was
ended midway through the Big Ten
slate by a knee injury), Theresa
Busch and Kristin Watt.

The incoming freshman class
includes Parade Magazine and
Street and Smith All-American
Nikita Lowry from Cass Tech High
in Detroit, Mich., Ohio Class AAA
and AA players of the year Geneva
Sanford and Lisa Cline and AAA
all-Ohioan Gennifer Johnson.

The freshman class is small in
stature but big on talent,

“l like what I've seen,” said
Darsch, “They're not tall but have
a lot of talent. They're all good
athletes. I'm very happy with our
recruits.”
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Buckeyes Become First Big Ten Team To Play For Championship

OSU Finishes Runner-Up For National Title

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Huckeoye Sports Dullotin Stafl Writer

Even though the ring will be silver
instead of gold, the Ohio State women's
basketball team had a monumental
1992-93 campaign

In addition to tying archrival lowa
for the Big Ten title, being the first Big
Ten team to ever make the NCAA
Tournament's championship game, and
finishing second nationally in at-
tendance, the Lady Buckeyes foll just
two paints short of winning it all
against Texas Tech, loxing 84-82.

That narrow defeat, though, cannot
eTnse .l",l. tnlilnl:l'i('h llf lhl‘ hl"it sennon 1”
Ohie State wamon's basketball history.

“I'm very proud of our players, not
only today, but for the whole season
with what they've accomplished,” OSU
tiead conch Nuncy Darsch said after the
national champlonship gamae. “It's been
a great ride for us. It's kind of unbeliev-

wliovable in light of the fact that
ry few pundits expected much from
basically the same team that posted a
mediocre 15-13 record just one year ago.

But what many didn't see was that
OSU won six of its last eight games last
season and brought in what many
called the top recruiting class in the
country.

Included in that group was national
freshman of the year Katie Smith, who
also becnmo just the fifth freshman to
make the Kodak All-American team, ns
wall ms major contributors Lisa Negri
and Adrienne Johnson.

The fact that no one gave Ohio State
aven a second look was evident in the
preseason national I':tl}kil\}:s. The L:‘ld)‘
Buckeyes were nowhere to be found.

So with the pressure off, the Buck-
eyes went on a roll, epening the season
with a 7665 win over state rival Bowl-
ing G ind winning their own Buck.
oye Classic for the first time since 1989
by beating Goeorgia 89-72. The Bulldogs
were ranked 20th in the nation at the
time, giving OSU fans a little preview of
what was about to unfold.

Ohio State jumped back onto the na-
tional map for the first time in several
years with a win over national power
Virginia in the ACC-Big Ten Challenge,
a game in which Smith showed just how
talented she was by scoring 36 points. It
was the high point in the early part of
the season, when the Lady Bucks won
their first sight contests.

“Part of the reanson we've been able to
accomplish this much is maybe we
didn't have the expectations on us and
there wasn't thot pressure,” Darsch

Continued On Page 22

Katie Smith (30) and Averrill Roberts (22) were just two of the many stars for the QOhio State wom-
en's basketball team this season, Smith, the national freshman of the year, totaled 39 points and 16
rebounds in the Final Four, while Roberts, a four-year starter for the Lady Buckeyes, scored 29

points and also grabbed 11 steals as OSU finished as the national champion runners-up.

OSU Football Team In Midst Of Spring Practice

Ohio State began a sixth spring
football practice under head conch
John Cooper on March 31, kicking
off a session of drills that would
continue until the annual Scarlet
and Gray Game, set for April 24 at
1:30 p.m. in Ohlo Stadinm.

Cooper turned out to be the first
casualty of spring ball, He under-
went back surgery for the third
time since 1980, undergoing a pro-
cedure to remove a ruptured disk

on April 2. The one-hour surgery
went well and the OSU head conch
returned to observe practice a few
days later.

As the Buckeyes assembled for
spring ball, the team began its
search for replacements of departed
starters from a year ago, including
quarterback Kirk Herbstreit, tail-
back Robert Smith, center Paul
Long, split end Brian Stablein, nose
guard Greg Smith, strong safety

Roger Harper and middle line.
backer Steve Tovar,

Bob Hoying took the lead over
Bret Powers in the QB sweepstakes,
while several other players tried
to position themselves for starting
jobs by the time OSU takes on Rice
in the 1893 season epener.

BSB covers spring football, po-
sition by position, in thisissue with
stories beginning on page 3 and
continuing on pages 619,

SONNY FROCKWAY
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said. *We truly did have fun this year.
This has been a very specinl team in
many ways.”

OSU lost by three points on a shot
with 13 seconds remaining at number
one-ranked Vanderbilt five days after
beating Virginia, opening eyes as to
how strong the tenm really was. In fact,
the Buckeyes, who had long since before
entered the national rankings, even
moved up three places in the poll
despite the loss.

OSU rebounded well from the defeat,
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OSU Earned Respect Through Tough Wins

winning its first five Big Ten games, in-
cluding a road win over then-number 12
Purdue, before stumbling 97-80 at Penn
State after holding a one-poaint halltime
lead.

There was a struggle with Wisconsin
two days later followed by a losa at
lowa. With the Lady Buckeyes in some-
what of a slump, things seemed as if
they might go south.

Howavar, the good ship Buckeye was
righted and sailed home with 10
straight regular-senson wins, including
home victories over the Nittany Lions
and the Hawkeyes, the Iatter before a
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sellout crowd of 13,276. Penn State had
handed Iowa its first Big Ten loss just a
fow days before the Hawkeyes had to
come to St. John Arena, and OSU's win
over lown was instrumental in giving
the Buckeyes a tie for the Big Ten
crown.

Aftor finishing the regular season
with road wins over Northwestern and
llinois to go 16-2 in league play, OSU
received the number one seoed in the
East region of the NCAA Tournamant,
getting a first-round bye and beating
Rutgers 81-60 in a second-round game
bofore a St. John Arena crowd of 12,000,
bringing the season average to 6,146
fans per game.

The games got tougher as the
tournament progressed, but Ohio State
weatherod every storm, handling West-
ern Kentucky 86-73 after trailing at in-
termission and edging Virginia 75-73 in
a rematch that nearly everyone had the
Cavaliers exacting their revenge for the
loss in January.

Then came a third match-up with
Iowa in the Final Four, and the Buck-
eyes needed overtime before vanquish-
ing the feisty Hawkeyes 73-72. Averrill
Roberts paced the Buckeyes with 16
points, her best-ever showing agninst
lowa.

Tt win over lowa set up the nation-
al championship game with Texas Tech,
which ended in a two.point loss, Again,
the Buckeyes weren't given much of a
chance, but they hung with the Raiders
throughout the game despite a
tournament-record 47 points  from
Tech's Shoryl Swoopes, the national col-
lege player of the year,

Despite the loss in the title game,
Darsch pointed out — and quite correct.
ly — that this was a special season for
many reasons, most notably the coming
together of the senior class.

The seniors, after making the
tournament as freshmen with a 17-11
campaign, suffered through an 11-17
sonson the next year and weore headod
nowhere fast, But they finished their
tenures in the fast lane,

Forward Nikki Keyton, who ended
her career with 1,200 paints (11th best

in school annals) and 633 robounds (tied
for eighth with Carla Chapman) was
unhappy to lose when all the marbles
were up for grabs, but she knows thore
will always be a special place in her
heart for the team and the 1992-93 sea-
son.

“You don't work so hard to make it to
the championship game and then lose,”
Koyton said. “That wasn't our plan. So
in that sense, it's a little disheartening.
At the same time, no one can be dis-
appointed because we had an outstand-
ing weason nnd exceeded all of our
goals.”

By bursting onto the national scene
in a big way, there may be more good
timos nfxmd for the women's program.

At least that's what peint guard
Audroy Burcy, who tallied 639 points
and 168 steals (sixth all-time), hopes
will happen.

She feels that the appearance of the
Buckeyes in the title game sent n mes-
sage to prepsters that you can achieve
in a big way at OSU,

“We hope this helps to show how
good Ohio State is," she said. “Hopeful-
ly, it will help in getting good quality
players to want to comg here and be-
come Buckeyes and carry on what wo
started.”

The Lady Bucks began the seasen
unrespected and unranked, but that
didn"t stop team members from believ-
ing in thamselves.

Onee the team showed it could beat
the Virginias, Penn States and lowns of
the world, there was no reason to think
it couldn’t reach the pinnacle.

Guard Averrill Roberts, who finished
second in school history to Tracey Hall
in both scoring (1,818) and steals (273),
felt the Buckeyes had the necessary
maoxie to have a good season.

But she also admitted it wasn't until
late in the year that she really folt OSU
could advance deep inte the tourna-
ment.

“I really didn't think about making
the championship game until we got
into the season,” she said. "Once we
started on a roll and beat some big
teams, that's when 1 really believed we
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Final 1992-93 OSU Women's Basketball Statistics - Record: 28-4, Big Ten 16-2

could make it this far. | knew there was
Final Four materinl on this team.”

Point guard Lisa Sebastian, who
scored 108 points in her career, took the
loss hard, saying fans remember only
who won, not who the winner defeated.

“Whaon you make it to the national
championship game, you think, ‘Tve
coma this far, | don't want to lose now,'*
sho said. “This was not good enough. No
one veally cares who came in second.
But we got bant by a great Texas Tech
tenm nnd I give thom all the eredit,

“We can't really hang our heads,
though, We had n great season, and
when we look back in a weok or so, we'll
realize just how much we accomplished.
We did semething no Ohio State team
ever did. It might seem like one loss

lessens the season, but really it
doesn't,”
Buckeye fans will agree with

Sebastian, remembering this team as
the one that put Ohio State back on the
women's basketball map.

While Smith had a fabulous fresh-
man season, the seniors were the heart
and soul of the squad, and don't think
Darsch dossn't realize that.

“Our seniors did a great job this sea-
son,” she said, “They took it upon them-
selves in the last few games to win.

GP-GS MIN-AY FGM FGA PCT, 3GM 3GA PCT. FTM FTA
30 Katie Smith 32-32 94930 189 375 504 36 80 450 164 203
22 Avemill Robents 32-32  980-31 187 415 451 39 113 345 81 119
50 Nikki Keyton  31-30 84627 171 306 .559 11 40 275 110 138
15 Audrey Burcy  32-32  780-24 117 248 472 32 93 44 92 129
43 Swcie Howard 3230 650-20 101 182 555 0 0 .000 42 66
44 Lisa Negri 324 672-21 47 111 423 3 16 ,188 50 68
31 Adrienne Johnson 30-0  380-13 58 147 395 2 10 200 14 23
10 Alysiah Bond 260 2399 25 68 68 6 24 250 14 26
25Enn Ingwersen  30-0  336-11 19 62 306 11 38 289 18 26
55 Kelly Fergus 27.0 213-8 16 46 348 0 0 .000 14 23
24 Lisa Schastian ~ 32-0 2849 21 68 39 0 7 .000 6 9
23 GiGi Jackson 18-0 96-5 6 15 400 0 ©0 .000 3 8

Team

OSU Totuls 32 6425 957 2043 468 140 421 333 608 838
OPP Totals 2 6425 836 1914 437 101 287 352 405 590

Their efforts the last portion of the sen-
son are what championship teams are
made of, Theyl be hard to replace.”

With the loss of the seniors, it will
also be difficult to repeat as Big Ten
champions, but Ohio State should agnin
be in the thick of things next year,
along with Purdue, Penn State and
]O\Vﬂ.

The Buckeyes return nine players,
plus center Lavona Turner, who sat out
the season with a knee injury suffered
oarly in preseason practice. There are
nlso three highly touted recruits enter-
ing the fold, so Ohio State should
romain competitive, at least for the
near future.

Keyton doesn't see any reason why
the success should start and end with
this season, and paints a rosy picture
for the seasons to come,

“The freshmen will be able to build
on what we started,” she said. “They did
a good job this year and there's no rea-
son to think they won't improve next
year. 1 don't sea why they couldn't get
back to the Final Four again next sen-
son.”

Free Throws

The final Plank's Lady Buckeye of
the Month for March (and a little bit of
April) is senior Audrey Burcy, who
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PCT. OR DR RB AVG HI PF-DQ
808 82 104 186 58 11 702
681 81 64 145 45 9 T80
J97 56 131 187 60 13 854
J13 38 73 111 35 9 670
636 43 52 95 30 8 161
J35 68 92 160 50 10 633
609 29 20 49 16 5 410
S 1117 28 1) 3 270
492 17 % 43 14 5 20
609 13 38 51 19 6 230
667 7 23 30 09 5 270
3715 4 19 23 13 4 130
107
J26 449 659 1215 380 51 593
686 443 712 1155 360 47 712

averaged 15.4 points and 5.3 rebounds
in the final four regular-senson games
and the NCAA Tournament.

Burey hit 20 points in back-to-back
tournament contosts against Virginia
and Western Kentucky and had n pair
of erucial three-pointers in the overtime
win agninst lowa in the national semi-
final game.

YOU CAN scratch one prospective
recruit off Ohio State's list.

AST TO BS ST PTS AVG HI
14 70 2 59 578 181 35
9 93 4 98 494 154 29
40 T2 6 34 463 149 21
122 91 0 95 358 112 20
17 41 18 27 244 76 16
23 38 21 13 147 46 12
25 28 2 16 132 44 13
35 42 0 24 70 27 9
15 20 1 4 67 22 10
4 16 6 5 46 17 7
36 25 0 20 48 15 8
5 7 1 8 15 08 4
3
523 546 61 405 2662 832 14

433 T4

54 235 2178 68.1

97

Bulfalo Hutch-Tech's LaToya
Crumpton, a 6-0 forward and all-state
selection after averaging close to 30
points per game, chose league rival
Penn State qver the Buckeyes and will
sign in the spring period, which begins
April 14 and runs through May 15.

05U may still sign one more player
in the spring signing period. BSB will
updats Ohio State and Big Ten recruit-
ing in the coming wooks.

—_—

‘Plank s Cafe

Audrey Bur;cy

PLANK’S LADY BUCK
| OF THE MONTH
FOR MARCH
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The End Of The Line

Geiger Cleans House,
Fires Ayers, Darsch

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buekeye Sporis Bulletin Editor

It will go down in the annals of Ohio
State University athletic history as
“Black Monday.”

In an unprecedented move, OSU
athletic director Andy Geiger fired both
mon's basketball conch Randy Ayers
and women's coach Nancy Darach on
the same day, March 10, ending ram-
pant. gpeculation about both coaches’
Tuture ot the achool.

“I thought it was the right thing to
do rather than one today and one next
w-'l.'k" (:t'u:l'l’ said of the double flll'llu:
at a haatily called St. John Arena news
conference. “Let’s have one bad day and
do it all at once.”

Ayers was dismissed after eight
years at the helm and 14 overall at
08U, while Darsch spent 12 years as
the Buckeyes' head coach,

According to Geiger, he established
firm criterin with both coaches after
last season. He challenged both pro-
grams to finish in the upper half of the
Big Ten, Neither did.

Ayers was fired after a second con-
secutive 10-17 season and a ninth-place
Big Ten finish, while Darsch’s team
went 12-16 and finished a school-worst
10th in the conference

"It is my feeling we did not meet the
goals that we set before the season
began, which were upper halfl of the
conference goals,” Geiger said. “There
has been some improvement, particu-
larly in the men's program, but we sim-
ply didn't meat the goals and | think it's
time for us to move on and move for-
ward with an agg arch and a
new look for our basketball programs.”

In the days leading up to the deci-
sion, it became clear both coaches
would be fired. In fact, OSU president
Gordon Gee, a staunch Ayers supporter
in the past, issued a te statement
paving the way for the move on March
1]

“We have had four very tough sea-
sons,” Gee said. “This is the longest los-
streak in the history of this univer-
gity. Ohio State, for years, has set the
standard in both men's and women's
basketball. We're not now.”

A day later, it was official, although
Geiger refused to say when he decided

= Players visit Geiger,
react to Ayers' firing (Page
11)

* A look at 15 possible can-
didates for the men's coach-
ing post (Page 12)

* A timeline of Ayers’
tenure at Ohio State (Page
A2) .
* Darsch stands behind
her accomplishments with
Buckeyes (Pages 14-15)

to fire both conches. He notified them in
separate meetings earlier in the day
and also met with both teams,

“It was clear in the last few weeks of
both seasons that we were not going to
meet the goals and we had to consider
what we were going to do next,” he said,

Both programs have been national
contenders under these two coaches.
Ayers guided OSU with All-American
Jimmy Jackson to a pair of Big Ten
titles in 1991 and "92 and was the
national coach of the year in '81.
Darsch, with All-American Katie Smith
as the star player, helped 0OSU advance
to the 1993 NCAA championship game.

But both programs have fallen on
hard times in recent years. The men's
program was decimated by a two-year
NCAA investigation into the recruit-
ment of Cincinnati prep star Damon
Flint and a spate of off-the-court prob-
lems that cansed the entire five-man
1992 recruiting class to leave the
school

Since Darsch led OSU to that NCAA
title game, the Buckeyes have made
just one NCAA appearance in the last
four years (For more on Darsch, see
story on pages 14-15)

“I think our programs need to be per-
ceived ns national contenders,” Goiger
said. "That's what it takes to elevate
the programs.”

Ayers was unavailable for comment,
although he did issue a statement,

“I have been very fortunate to head
the Ohio State basketball program for
the last eight years and to have been
associated with The Ohio State
University for the past 14 years,” he

Continued On Page 10

./
O
AYERS' LAST STAND — Ohio State men's basketball coach Randy
Ayers signals during his team's season finale against Michigan
March 9 at St. John Arena. The game, an 86-81 overtime loss to the
Waolverines, was his last as the OSU coach.

This Is Last Weekly Issue
Scheduled For Winter Season

This is the last weekly issue of Buckeye Sports Bulletin
scheduled for the winter season.

BSB will return in two weeks with the first of four
biweekly issues scheduled for the spring. The next issue,
dated March 29, will be mailed on March 25. That issue
will be BSB's spring football preview edition.

The following issue, dated April 12, will be devoted to
the OSU offense. The April 26 issue will be devoted to the
OSU defense. The May 10 issue will be the spring wrap-up.
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said.

On the surface, Ayers wos two years
into a rebuilding process with a core of
five sophomore players. Apparently the
rebuilding task wasn't being completed
quickly enough for Geiger, but Ayers
predicts success for the young nucleus
he brought to the school

“I have grown very fond of the play-
ers 1 have had over the last 14 years,
especially this current group,” he said
“l think they will be a special groupin
the years to come and I hope the uni-
varsity will continue to embrace them.”

Ayers' entire team made a last-ditch
attempt to save his job by meeting with
Geiger one day after its season ended
with a disappointing 86-81 loss to
Michigan.

“The decision was pretty much made
(by then)," Geiger said. "I was
impressed with their presentation.
They are fine young people and they're
very fond of their coach. They were
recruited by him, they know him, and
they have strong feelings for him. We
hud a good give-and-take on the sub-
Ject.”

The timing of the decision — on the
ove of the NCAA Tournament — was
ironic: The O5U men's program hasn't
muade the Big Dance in five years.

“We are secking leadership, a
R‘.I'LIHHI Ilkgﬂ‘ﬂﬂl\'ﬂ program, & program
that is announced in the (NCAA) brack-
ets,” Geiger said. *That’s where the pro-
grom hos been. That's what we hope
the standards are for Ohio State,

“I think we've stuck it out very well
We've stayed patient with both pro-
rrams, We've gone from a (women's)
Final Four appearance to 3-13 in the
conference. We would like to do better.”

Geiger said he had no timetable in
which to make his decisions. He did say
he would assemble an unnamed adviso-
ry panel to help him, but he would have
the final say.

“It's not a race,” he said. "It's a
search and we want to get the best
conches we can get for our programs
and do the best and most thorough job
we can,”

Attendance at OSU men's games has
lagged significantly the past three sea-

Originally Published: March 15, 1997

STEVE HELWADEN

MEDIA ONSLAUGHT — OSU athletic director Andy Geiger answers questions following a hastily
called press conference March 10 at St. John Arena. Approximately 50 members of the news media
were on hand as Geiger announced his decision to fire OSU men's basketball coach Randy Ayers and

women's coach Nancy Darsch.
e

sons as the team posted a’combined
record of 26-566. And with fund-raising
efforts imperative for the succeas of the
£93 million Schottenstein Center (slat-
ed to open in late 1998), it becs
apparent something needed to be done.

Geiger refused to pinpoint the
money matters ns the reason for Ayers'
firing, though.

“It doesn't matter, those kind of
things,” he said. “They were symptoms,
The programs were not progressing at
the rate I think they need to. That'’s
what was behind it,

“There is always pressure and |
don't think the pressure is any different
because of the Schottenstein Center or
St. John Arena or wherever we would

Ayers' OSU Tenure

basketball coach Randy Ayers:

Here is a look at the eight-year record of 05U men's

Randy Ayers

All Games Big Ten Games
Year W __ L Pct. W L Pct. Place Postseason
198990 17 13 .B67 10 8 .556 6th NCAA Second Round
199081 27 4 871 16 3 .833 1st (T) NCAA Round Of 16
199192 26 6 .831 15 3 .833 1st NCAA Round Of 8
199293 15 13 .536 10 .444 Tth  NIT First Round
199394 13 16 .448 6 12 .333 8th (T)
199495 6 22 .214 2 16 .111 10th
199596 10 17 .370 3 15.167 10th
199697 10 17 .370 5 13 .385 nwh  —
Totals 124 108 .634 64 B0 .444

play.”

Ayers was fired with two yeara
remaining on his contract, Darsch had
one year left on her deal. Geiger
refused to comment on negotiations
with each coach on their reapective
buyouts,

“That has not been completed yet,”
he said. *"That process is ongoing. It
would be inappropriate to discusa that
now."

Who's Next

Specalation has been rampant for
weeks regarding who would replace the
two coaches. Geiger said in the press
conference he has not discussed the jobs
with anyone,

“(Stanford's) Mike Montgomery con-
tacted me in November," Geiger said
“I've read that I've been contacting him
regularly. I hired him at Stanford and
he is a good friend of mine. He called me
to nsk what was happening with the Big
Ten conference tournament.

“The other head coach I've talked to
gince that time is Bob Knight of
Indiana. He called me regarding the
same subject.

“T have not talked to any other conch
of any other university casually or oth-
erwise.”

Geiger said OSU would be careful in
dealing with coaches whose teams are
still involved in NCAA Tournament
play.

“We would probably contact the
#chools before we contact the coaches
and we would be gentle about that
because there is respect for the fact that
their seasons are ongoing,” he said.

The OSU AD bristled at the notion
that the school must fill quotas for the
job openings, looking at a black candi-
(hlll' ar f 'womann.

*We hire l‘l('hf\j}h' and wa expect pv(;plo
to do a job,” he said. *1f we feel we have
to make a change, we make a change.”

Looking To Next Year

The OSU men's team stumbled to the
finish line this year, dropping eight of
its last nine games after Jermaine Tate
and Sean Tucker were sidelined with
health problems.

“I've enjoyed this team,” Ayers said
“They've worked hard for me. [ just
think they're a player or two away from
being n top team in the conference ”

Il he recovers from a heart ailment,
Tate will join classmates Damon
Stringer, Neshaun Coleman, Shaun
Stonercok and Jason Singleton on next
year's squad.

Stringer said that although the
rt.'i:l)fd wan tlll' snmae, IH' 0w immense
improvement in the team from a year
ago.

“I would say it was a step forward,”
he said. “Last year, there were a num-
ber of ball games right after halftime
that we weren't even in. We were just
fighting to get into the game, This year,
we were fighting to win the games at
the end.

"We just have to be mentally tough
and take care of the ball on offense.”

The fucts would bear out that analy-
sis. Eight of OSU's 17 losses were by six
points or less and just one was by more
than 20 points. Last year, the Buckeyes
lost nine games by more than 10 points.

“l think we were definitely a better
team this year than we were last year,”
Coleman said. “We took care of the ball
better, we're a year older. There were a
lot of things we did capitalize on, but in
close games we came up short
Hopefully those things will change next
year."
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Women's Coach
Fired After OSU
Finishes 10th

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Ruekeye Sports Hulletin Staff Writer

Nancy Darsch loocked confident she'd
be heading into next year, despite the
problems her Ohio State women's team
had this season. The Buckeyes finished
10th in the conference, a school worst, and
went 3-13 in league play, 12-16 overall. It
was the third losing Big Ten season in the
linst four years.

Still, Darsch appeared unfazed by talk
of her ouster that circulated around
Columbus, She prepared to recruit, get
things ready for next year and take it from
there, So to say she was genuinely sur-
prised about being let go late on the after-
noon of March 10 might be an understate-
maont

In interviews she never seemed ready
to pack it in or like she believed her future
at Ohio State was shaky. But it apparent-
ly was,

“l feel badly for the kids and the
wignees who have committed to this pro-
gram,” Darsch told WSYX-TV reporter

SUBSCRIBE TO
BSB TODAY
call
(614) 486-2202
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OHIO STATE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Darsch Stands Behind Her Record

Anthony
Rothman.

The decision
was made by ath-
letic director Andy
Geiger, who, in a
sweeping gesture,
changed the land-
scape of Ohio
State basketball,
also axing men's
eonch Randy Ayers
in the process,

Darsch compiled a 12-year record of
234-125, leading Ohio State to seven
NCAA Tournament appearances, includ-
ing a runner-up finish in 1993, losing the
title game to Texas Tech. Just one year
removed from a tournament berth, Darsch
is now removed from her position,

“We didn't have as many wins as we
wanted and didn't finish in the top half of
the Big Ten,” Darsch said. “But I'm proud
of the way | conducted myself and the way
I represented the university on and off the
court.”

Ohio State had some rocky times under
Darsch, who inherited a pre-eminent pro-
gram from Tara VanDerveer when she left
to take the reins at Stanford. Though
there were some downs, the ups were
much higher, culminating in a run at the
national title in 1993 behind the nation’s
top recruiting class, including No. 1 player
Katie Smith from Logan, Ohio.

Prior to being dismissed, Darsch
seemed ready to prepare for next season,
when four recruits join the squad.
Ohioans Jamie Lewis and Megan McCabe
were shaken by the news, as was
Michigan native Heather Frank, a 6.4
center from Milan. None of the three
wanted to comment and Kylee Bogott, a 6-
4 center from Nlinois, was unavailable for
comment.,

Just before her ouster, Darsch com-
mented on the season just passed and
seemed to take things in stride.

“Losing is never fun, but, in spite of it
all, this team had good relationships and
good communication,” Darsch said. "It

Nancy l)n rsch
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Darsch's OSU Tenure

Here Is a look at the 12-year record of 0SU women's basketball coach
Nancy Darsch:

All Games Big Ten Games

Year w L Pet. W L Pet. Place Postseason
198586 23 7 .767 16 2 .889 1st  NCAA Round Of 16
1986-87 26 5 .839 17 1.944 1st(T) NCAA Round Of 8
1987-88 25 6 .833 16 2 .889 2nd NCAA Round Of 16
198889 24 6 .B00 16 2 .889 1st(T) NCAA Round Of 16
198990 18 12 .600 11 7.611 4th(T) NCAA Second Round
199091 11 17 .392 8 10 .444 G5th(T)
199192 15 13 .536 9 9.500 5th ————
199293 28 4 8756 16 2 .889 1st(T) NCAA Runner-Up
199394 14 14 .500 7 11.333 Tth(T) ——
199495 17 13 .567 7 9.438 Tth (T)* —mmM8—
199596 21 13 .618 8 B8.500 6th(T) NCAA Second Round
1996-97 12 16 .429 3 13 .188 10th @ ——
Totals 234 125 .652 134 76 .638

*.Finished second in Big Ten tournament.

was pretty much low maintenance. We
didn't have a lot of whining, inner con-
flicts, finger-pointing. It was pretty much
a trouble-free team, probably the most I've
had in 12 years. That also happened to be
the worst Big Ten record we've had in 12
years, s0 | hope there’s no correlation
there

“This team actually turned the corner
as far ns being able to be on the court
every day and be together a lot of the
time and not have other issues going on.
There were some plays here and there
that ecould have made a big difference in
where we were, but that happens with
every tenm.”

Reaction From The Team
The degrees to which OSU players
knew differed. Sophomore guard Roz
Barker first heard the news from a televi-
sion reporter, while junior center Tiflany
Glosson already knew.
Glosson, Shelly Nichols

and Talia

Goudy were all present when Geiger
broke the news about Darsch, and all
remained fairly emotionless about it

However, Glosson was anything but
unemotional when asked about her take
on the developments

“I'm kind of disappointed for it being
my last year,” Glosson said. “1 don't want
to have to understand a new coach and
learn a different style. I'm comfortable
with Nancy's coaching and her style. It's
disappointing, but it's n part of life. And
life goes on.”

But not for Darsch,
State

When addressing reasons for the dis-
missnl, Geiger was candid,

“There were goals that needed to be
maot and they weren't,” Geiger said. "That
was in both programas.”

After the Big Ten tournament, where
Ohio State upset Penn State and nearly
did the same to second-seed Michigan
State, Darsch addressed some of the con

at lenst at Ohio

You BRING US YOUR TRUCK, VAN OR SPORT UTILITY..
TELL US WHAT YOU WANT
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GIvE U‘} A FEW DAYS... YOU'LL DRIVE YOUR DREAMS AWAY.

) Your Van & Truck ACCESSORY STORE
FUMB&m-w 3966 INpiaNOLA AVE. * CoLumsus, OH 43214 RJNEB:%—
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Ohio Girls Basketball Final Four Roundup

Here is o look at the Ohio girs high
school basketball state playoffs, to be hald
al St. John Arena March 13-15:

Divislon |

Pleherington {26-0) ve. Wadaworth (24-
1), March 14, T p.m.; Rocky River
Magnificat (23-3) vs, Mason (23-2), March
14, 8 p.m, — Pickarington shoots for anoth
of slate crown, led by Flordo signes Tomara
Stocks and spark plug LaToya Turner
Magnificat is Its usual strong sell defensive
Iy, holding teams o under 44 points per
gamae.

Division 11

Columbus Hariley (22-4) vs. Elida (24-
1), March 14, 2 p.m.; Warren Vincent {21-
4) vs. Beloit West Branch (251), March
14, 4 p.m. — Hartley I8 coached by former
05U st Toni Roesch and has the donger
ous combo of Duke signee Georgin
Schweitzer and Mandy White, The Howks
would have to be considered the longshots
based on record, bul they've been red-hot in

tha playoffs

Divislon 1

Wauseon (25-0) vs. Utica (26-0), March
13, 7 pm.; Chagrin Falls (25-1) ws.
Casstown Mlami East (23-2), March 13, 9
p-m. = Utica knocked off Oak Hill and O5U
signee Jomie Lewis, playing a stifling rone
and denying her penetration. Look for more
of the same against o big Wouseon toam
Miaml East knocked off Buckeyo signee
Megan McCabe's Cincinnati Wyoming squad
by a point, using patience Lo pull off the win.

Division IV

Kalida (24-1) vs. New Rlegel (21-4),
March 13, 2 p.m.; Berlin Hiland (24-2) vs.
Fort Loramie (25-1), March 13, 4 p.m. —
Fort Loramie is the real surprise hare, knock-
ing off Clark Southeastern in the regional
finals, ending a 51-game winning streak by
the Trojans.

— Mike Wachsman

verns and problems this year's team faced

"We learned things along the way”
Darseh snid prior to the announcement.,
“We had so much turnover from a year ago
as far as who was going to get it done. We
started thinking one thing and by
January we thought another and by
February we're thinking it's got to be this
We did make changes along the way, but
maybe they were too late, There were
probably some things on our end, like not
recognizing everyone's pluses and minus-
es. But the players probably could have
executed some of our options a little bot-
ter.”

Who's Next?

Geiger  intimated, a national search
would be done, with assistants and head
coaches olike being considered. A strong
reputation and association with a winning
program wouldn't hurt

“Both jobs would be similar profile,”
Geiger said of the search. "A track record
from an offective program, one that's
known success. Either a head coach or
asgistant conch that's established an out-
standing record.”

A name frequently mentioned is
Detroit Mercy's Nikita Lowry, until last
year an OSU assistant and one of the
school's all-time best players, Shels cur-
rently coaching the Titans in the NCAA
Tournament, leading them to a 236
record going into the tourney in her first
season at the helm.

Other possibilities that meet the
Geiger criteria include Stanford assistant
and former OSU player Amy Tucker, who
guided the Cardinal last year while
VanDerveer coached the United States
Olympic team; and Capital Ugiversity's

;

Dixie Jeffers, who hos molded the
Crusaders into the dominant Division 111
program in women's basketball,

A dark horse choice would be
Pickerington High School’s Dave Butcher,
one of the more respected prep conches in
the country and OSU assistant coach
Nicole Sanchez’s high school coach.
Butcher has reportedly longed for the
Ohio State job for years

Darsch's Resume

Darseh came to Columbus after spend-
ing seven years at Tennessee, whore she
helped Pat Summitt build the program
nto II;IllﬂﬂlIt promanence,

She's also had a litany of international
experignee, serving as Olympic, assistant
to VanDerveer in Atlanta in 1996 and to
Summitt in 1984 in s Angeles

Darsch also helped mine gold at the
1993 World Championship Qualifying
Tournament in Brazil and assisted the
World University Games team in 1991,

There's no word on Darsch’s future
plans, though there was talk = which she
denied — of a possible stint in the WNBA,
the fledging women's basketball league
that begins operation this summer,

l

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables

Announces Mew Prices:
$16.95 Per Book

$45.00 For a Sel of 3 Volumes
Available At Your Favorite Book Store

B - Relive the
Yictones, Big Plays
and Groat Playors
that led us 1o the Big
Ten Title and g Trip to
Pasadena. - $19.99.

C - "Rosa Bowl
Champions* Hat.
Avallable in White or
Black. - $16.69.

ez ()

ROSE DOV

]
g [en Limom st a Gealon

A - 100% Cotton T-Shirt With Helmets & Final Fose Bowl Score
Oxford T-Shirt: MeLoXL- $16.90 / XXL- §18.99.
Ash Swaalshirt: MaLsXL- $34.99 / XXL- $38.99.

D - Commemorative Mug
Features “Champions® Logo on Front and 1096
Season Schedule with Scores on Back, - $9.99

F = Ash, 100% Cotton "Rose
Bowl Champions® T-Shirt,
MeLeXL $15,99 XXL $17.99

E - Ash, 100% Cotton *RELOAD" T-Shir.
MslLeXL $16.90 0L $18.99

= Option 1: Ovorview (a completo look at
the day In 0SU sports)

* Option 2! Football (weekly reports on
headiines involving 05U football)

* Option 3: Football Recruiting (dally
reports on reciuiting)

* Dption 4: Basketball (regular updates on
the men's baskatball program)

BSB HOTLINE
1-900-896-0666

Choose from these options:

52 first
minute;
$1 each
additional
minute

* Option 5: Baskotball Recrulting (weekly
reports on basketball recrulting)

* Optlon 6: Q & A (conversations with
0SU players and coaches)

* Option 7: 05U Olymple Sports report (a
look at O5U's non-revenue sports)

* Optien B: C It t List (regul
updates of O5U's verbal commitmaent list)

Cofts can be mage from forary or toych Long phones. Cafllors under ﬂ‘l‘ 18 must have thelr parent's DOrmMEaRIQn,
Motling sponassred by Duckeye Sports Buletn, P.O. Box 12453, Columbus, Ohdo 43212 (614) 4862202,

SOURCE CODE: 9701

To Order...
CALL TOLL-FREE

1-800-628-4678
or FAX 1-614-291-5797
Add $4.95 Shipping &
Handling Per Order

VISIT US ON THE WEB!
http://www.osu-sportswear.com

" n

" College - Varsity x

0 P TS il 4 i

= I'raditions Club 0
LANE AVE COLLEGE TRADITIONS

286 W. LANE AVE
Columbus, Ohio 4320|
{Neat 1o Varsity Cluby)

=
BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN March 15, 1997 = 15



