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Buckeyes Get Nod From Jersey Cornerback

When Ohio State hired Darrell
Hazell away from Rutgers in the spring
to be the team's new receivers coach, it
anticipated that he would bring
with him not enly coaching acumen but

wa

nlso some connections in the New
Jersey nren
While Hazell probably doesn't

deserve all the credit for OSU's nowest
verbal commitment — Piscataway, NJJ.,
cornerback Maleolm Jenkins, who
announced his intentions Aug. § it's
worth noting that Jenkins hails from
Hazell's area of expertise and that the
0OSU assistant also served as Jenkins'
primary recruiter

‘It was more me feeling like that was
I needed to be,” Jenkins told
I felt more comfortable with that

BSB

RECRUITING OUTLOOK
with
Chris Nida

program. There were a lot of positives
with other schools, but there wore a lot
of positives with Ohio State. | felt like |
could succeed there and really got to the
best of my abilities.”

Jenkins has not been ranked by most
major recruiting services, but he has
had a strong summer. He received offers

0SU Football Verbal Commitments
Football players In the class of 2005 who have Issued verbal
commitments to play colloge football at Ohlo State.
Player Pos, Ht, Wt.  High School
Kevin Bemoll oL 6.8 295 Misslon Viejo, Calif,
Alox Boone oL 68 296 Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward
Jim Cordie oL 68 285 Lancaster, Ohio
Todd Denlingor DL 6-3 280 Troy, Ohlo
Brian Hartline WR 6.2 174 Canton (Ohlo) GlenOak
Malcolm Jenkins CB 6.0 186 Piscataway, N.J,
Jamario 0'Neal DB 61 190 Cleveland Glenville
Rob Schooanhoft QB 65 227 Cincinnati St. Xavier
Ryan Willlams PL G5 240  Mission Viejo, Callf,

from almost every school he camped
with including the Buckeyes.
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VAL S COM
NEWEST COMMITMENT —
Cornerback Malcolm Jenkins of
Piscataway, N.J., became the
ninth player in Ohio State's 20056
recruiting class when he ver-
baled to the Buckeyes on Aug. 5.

THE SPIRIT!

We're Your
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To OSU Gifts,
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And So Much More!
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Columbus, Ohin 43215

PMhone (614) 228-019¢

The conches were impressed with
the 4.43 time in the 40-yard dash that

he turned in, and Jenkins has the size
(6-0, 186) the coaching stall s looking
for in its cornerbacks. OSU offered
almost immediately ofter the New
Jersey prepster returned home from
the school's oneay senior advanced
camp

Jonking' decisiun
down to the Bu ¢
and home-stale i

though he
Indiann and Syrocus

‘Since | already |
my head, | talked t
decided thot 1 might os well
decision,” he said
and 1 decided to ot it over with belore
the season comoes

Likely influencing his
wind up his recruitment were the lofty
gonls Piscatawny hos for this I
The #chool is a
Garden State champ and has not lost o
game in the post two years

Last year's title wos somewhat
unexpected considering subpar presea-
son projections lor Piscatawny, but this
yenr Jenkina makes it clear his school
enters the season ns the favorite

“We should do it again,” he snid, "We
have most of our players back .

wlse received offer

imYy purents

"I hid @ top thres

decision Lo

two-time delending

Buckeyes Would Like End
To Join Defensive Fold

Defensive line coach Jim Heacock
said recently that he would like to
rotate ns many as 10 players along the
line this season. One of his projected
starting defensive ends, Simon Fraser,
is a senior this year, and the other,
Mike Kudla, will be n senior next year

With that in mind, the Ohio State
conches are in the market for some
defensive linemen this year, specifically
ends

At 6.3 and 2580 pounds
commitment Todd Denlinger could play
at either end or tackle in college, but 6
6, 240-pound Ryan Williams is the only
true defensive end committed to the
Buckeyes at this point

0OSU would like to add another in
the form of Athol Springs (N.Y.) St
Francis star Doug Worthington, who
doesn’t see himsoll as anything except
an end

previous

I think I'm mobile enough because |
run a 4.78, and I think I'm strong
enough because I beneh 320, but [ don't

know what's going

BSB
Rated No 5 nao nall Hnon
strongside delensive ends in the clus
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Worthington visit-
campus for one of the
one-day senfor advanced
camps (though he did not participate in
ls). After touring n number of differ-
throughout the remainder
summer including Boston
College North  Carolina, North
Carolinn  State and Duke
Worthington returned to New York
with the Buckeyes still in good stand-
ing

Everywhere yvou go you're not going
to be treated like you want te, but Ohio
State wos the best place as far as the
2 1I|--| treating you like they want

]IL snid
‘oach Hencock is & nice guy and the
:.-.-'12:“---; are second to none. The conch-
ing staff and Jimmy Tressel treat you
like you should be treated. They're
basieally nt the top of my list as far as
everything.”

A number of schools are in the run-
mn. for Worthington's services, but he
has begun narrowing his list slightly.

schools
of the

TE FOOTBALL RECRUITING
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LSU, Alabama and G
As far na the Big Ten goes, Penn
State and Wisconsin are making the
biggest pushes for Worthington, though
he has expressed reservations about
how long Nittany Lions coach Joe
Paterno will remnin in his position.
Michigan has been in contact as well

Waorthington may also visit Virginia
Tech and Boston College. Ideally, he
would like to schedule visits during
waeokends that he could see two teams
he has interest in

“l have to go to the Michigan-Ohio
State game,” he said, “That's being
played at Ohio State, so I have to take
o visit there during that game. But |
might have committed to Ohio State or
another school by then.”

Worthington would like to take his
visits during his high school season and
make a verbal commitment before St
Francis' year comes to an end, but he's
not going to force anything either.

“I'm not going to make my decision
real soon, but I'm not going to make it

P

UNC and Marvland were eliminated, real late,” he said. *I want to do it

but Worthington remains interested in

1+ number of southern schools that have

Continued On Page 60

offered him o scholarship, including
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The BSB Internet
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to stay on top of Ohio
State football and
football recruiting.
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stories about
recruiting, football
camp, basketball and
a bunch of other stuff
you just won't find
anywhere else.
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He’s Not In School But Pettrey’s Still Kicking

Continued From Page 5¢

over. It's a big decision. | want te

before the season's

look at all bridges before I burn them

my

Kicker Remains On Track
To Join OSU In January

For some high school prospects such as
Raceland (Ky.) Raceland-Worthington kicker Aaron
Pattrey grayahirting (8 the bast thing to do for

their futures

By not enrolling ot Ohio State
until January, he'll have a
chance to step right into the
Buckeye lineup in 2005 and fill

the shoes left bahind by the
doparting Mike Nugent

This, though, is the time of
year that grayshirts dread

While their friends are heading
off to college and their future
tonmamat petting ready for
yet another season of football,
the grayshirts must wait around
for their time to come

It's real weird not playing football right now,’
Pettroy told BSB. "You're out there watehing every-
body else when you're usually out there every sea.

Aaron Pettrey

He's trying to make the best of his downtime,
enrolling part-time at a local community college t
future requirements - English,
math, geography and psychology — out of the way.

Pottroy snid he's also kicking 356 to 40 times a day
in addition to keeping up n conditioning regimen that

Tickets To Events Anywher-'é

* Sporting Events

Concerte + Theatre

includes ranning and weight room work

The Buckeyes conching stafl is clearly in the midst
of one of their busiest times of the year, but Pettrey
has been staying in contact with thom whenever pos-
sible
"We talk to them probably once every week or
" he said. "They really helped us out with taking
classes and helping me know what to take.”

Pettroy also is planning to be a steady presence at
Ohio Stadium this fall, barring any scheduling com-
plications

“I'm going to try to make it up to all the home
games if [ can,” he said. “I want to get a feel for it and
juat atay around to see what's going on.”

Four Ohioans Still Atop
Buckeyes' Wish List

According to Rivals.com, Ohio State has already
locked up five of the top 10 players in Ohio, and wide
receiver Brian Hartline is close behind at No. 14

Of the top 10, three players remain uncommitted,
and the Buckeyes have offered each of them. Highest-
ranked is Hamilton, Ohio, safety Adam Myers-White
at No. 3.

Coming out of the same school that has sent both
E.. and Branden Underwood to Columbus in recent
years, some have prosumed Myers-White to be a lock
for the Buckeyes. While they may still be the favorite,
he is showing interest in other schools that have
offered him as well, most notably Purdue and
Southern California

The 6-4, 190-pound safety, also rated No. 3 nation-
ally among safeties and No. 63 overall, enjoyed a
recent trip to Purdue and said the Boilermakers,
Buckeyes and Trojans were definitely in line for o

visit, likely along with Florida and Tennessee

After Myers-White, Columbus Brookhaven linebacker
prospect Alex Daniels is the highest-rated uncommitted
prospect in Ohio at No. 6

Ranked No. 10 nationally among athlotes, Daniels
up to about 6-2 and 230 pounds but has
yard dash time around 4.5 seconds

O8SU and Oklahoma have long been the top two
schools in contention for his services, but he he
BuckeyeSports.com in the past that his mother
like him to leave Columbus for college

Daniels once again confirmed that in on interview
with SoonerScoop.com

*She has been working on me a lot,” he said. *5
really strong with it. She has been tellin
brother that she wants me to leave the )
te want me to stay, but now they are telling me t
somewhere else, too.”

Daniels said that he likely won't
because the school is so clase by
OS5U's jersey serimmage Aug. 21 but it appea
Buckeyes will at least remapin in contention until the
end

"It will be my decision though,” he said. “] will listen
to what everybody has to say, and then [ will make up my
own mind.”

The final member of Ohio's top 10 still uncommitted i
Middletown wide receiver Andre Amos, ranked No, 29 ot
his position nationally. The 6-1, 180-pounder is still con-
sidering OSU and Purdue and was likely to decide some
time around the second week of September

At this point, the Buckeyes are the slight fuvorite

“Right now, Ohio State is in the lead
BuckeyeSports.com recruiting analyst Bill K
o little leod, Il be at the Ohio Stote-Cin

maintained a 44

would

vigit Chhio
he reportedly was at

otats

s the

Amos to

L g
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nd U'll probably go that Sunday to the

The decision

yracuse due game

ight come after those games.”
Another uncommitted Ohioan with
n OSU scholarship offer 18 Akron St
Vincent-St Mnory defensiver end
Lawrence Wilson, rated No. 13 in the
state and 12 nationally among

weakside defensive ends

Wilson (6.6, 230) earned o scholar
ship offer at OSU's one-day senior
ndvanced ip back in June and has
gince narrowed his list to three schools

08U, Pitt and Motre Dame. He saw
each of those schools over the summer
and ia loath to name a leader.

‘It's hoard to say which school 1 like
Wilson told Kurelic, "It seems like
it chonges every doay.”

Wilson nlso is a standout basketball

best,

player and has spent much of the sum-
mer touring the country on the hard.
wood, He hns explored the possibility of

playing both sports in college but has
yet to come to any conclusions regard-

ing that possibility

Ohio State’s close to home,” he said

Ihe last few years, they've been in the

top 10, And my brother es to school
there, That’s o big plus

Buckoyes Make Cut-Down

List For Tﬂp Defendar

inde the final four
defensive tack-
The 6-4, 283-pounder
s¢ botween Minnesota,
Penn and Southern
s eliminated trom his lot-

iwked to rank the leaders
it

to say that Minnesota,

Ohio State and USC are all
tied for the top spot,” he told
Gopherlllustroted.com. “They are all
tied because they all feel about the
exnct same

has follen a little bit on
my list that doesn't mean | have
'd them out — they are still under
sideration.”

1 s father and grandlfather both
nded Penn State, and his (ather
yed in the NFL for the Minnesota
Vikings. Despite those obvious ties,

Poann State
but

Originally Published: Sept. 4, 2004
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however, the Lions and Gophers will not
get any preferential treatment

“My dad has continued to tell me
that it is my decision alone,” Ashley
aaid. “I asked him the other day which
schools he would be looking at if he was
in my position and he told me the same
four schools that I have but he added
Miami

“He does not pressure me to attend
Penn State ot all — he just knows what
Penn State can offer and that if I did go
there I would be in good hands. My dad
also loves it here in Minnesota and 1
know he has been in contact with Coach
(Glen) Mason. When Coach Mason was
an nssistant coach ot Ohio State, he
actually tried to reeruit my dad to play
for the Buckoyos, so he has nothing but
good things to say about him.”

As far as Ohio State is concerned,

Tressel seems like a really good guy, and
have alrendy heard from another one
of their recruits

“A defensive lineman who has com.
mitted to the Buckeyes called me the
other day and told me that he would
love to play with me at Ohio State and
just wanted to know if I was atill inter-
ested in Ohio State”

Ashley admitted that USC was the
long shot in the group but said, "1 h
to give them n chance because the
the national champions, Conch (Pete
Carroll conched in the NFL so he knows
his stufl pretty well, and he also
conched my dad so they have n pretty
Luurl relationship. I think I am n Big
‘en kind of guy, but if [ did leave the Big
Ten it would deflnitely be for USC."

Kurelic Hosts Regular
Chats On BSB Website

BuckeyeSports.com

The recruiting ann typical
hats with premium et
scribers about svery o Thur
and will increase that to o week!

SCESION once re begins ¢
heat up

In addition to Kurelic's
provides updates about the top
prospects in the nation. Additionally,
BSB staflf members routinely update
premium Internet members on the lat-
est developments of high school star
including the latest commitments when
they happen

And that's just the recruiti I\}‘ infor-
mation, The website also offers sev
updates dnily about Ohio State foc .I'! all
and basketball as well as columns,
charta, statistics, chats, photos
whole lot more

cruiting season

chnt, he o

daily

“They are right up there towards the
top because they were the first team to
make the offer and they seem like they
have o lot to offer,” Ash aid. “Coach

With the 2004 football season now iny part
upon us, Kurelic is beginning to hold  of

regular chats on the BSB website ot  or

For more information about
yur website, call us at (6

visit www Hm keyeSport
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By MARK REA

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Ohio State has typically been known as a grind-it-out
offense from the Woody Hayes days of “three yards and a
cloud of dust” through the Heisman Trophy season of Eddie
George to the national championship of 2002 led in part by

freshman tailback Maurice Claratt.

But how do the Buckoyes stack up against other
schools when it comes to offensive power? For instance,
three of Ohio State's five Heisman seasons have bden
since 1970. How does that compare to other programs

such as Southern Cal, Texas or Nebraska, schools which
pride themaelves on producing talented running backs?

And despite its reputation of having a run-first mental-
ity on offense, has OSU produced the same numbor of high-
quality pass receivers as some other universities such as
Michigan, Tennesseo or Florida?

CollegeFootballNews.com recently put together a list of

the 10 greatest programs for producing running backs,
wide receivers and quarterbacks. Writers Pote Fiutak and
Richard Cirminiello put together n historical debate, listing
the best college football factories for those skilled positions

While Cirminiallo concentrated on how many topflight
players at those positions each of the programs had sent to
the NFL — and which of those players had flourished as
pros — Fiutak centered his rankings around college pro-
duction during collegiate careers.

Both writers went back only as far as 1970 to determine
their rankings (although Fiutak fudged that barrier at
times), but what they unveiled was both interesting and
thought-provoking. For example, each came to the conclu
sion that there have been a ton of excellent quarterbacks

throughout colloge football history but not that many
great receivers, Additionally, few progrnms have enjoyed
any sort of steady success when producing receivers. Or
aa Fiutak wrote simply, “College football is a running
sport.”

Running Back U.?

Ohio State ranked a somewhat surprising fifth among
Fiutalk's historical comparison of running back production
The Buckeyes ranked below USC, Auburn, Texas and
Goorgin,

About the Buckeyes, he wrote, “From a two-time
Heisman winner in Archie Griffin, to pounding backs like
Pete Johnson, Eddie George, Jim Otis and many others,
Ohio State runners have always cranked out yards as well
as any backs in college football. While there aren't too
many flashy stars, there are so many good, productive play-
ers that you could easily make a case for the Buckoyes to be
in the top three.”

Fiutak's list of OSU's five greatest running backs since
1970 wax an easy one to guess — Helsman winners Griffin
and George, near winner Keith Byars, Johnson and Tim
Spencer. However, he commits Buckeye sacrilege by writ-
ing that Griffin not only shouldn’t have won two Heismans,
he shouldn't have won any.

“Fully prepared to incur the wrath of the Buckeye faith-
ful, Griffin shouldn't have won two Heismans,” Fiutak
wrote, "USC's Anthony Davis should have won in 1974 and
Cal's Chuck Muncio, Pittsburgh's Tony Dorsett and USC's
Ricky Bell were better backs in 1976."

While any Buckeye fan can find fault with Fiutak for
that nssessment, little can be found wrong
with his assessment that Southern Cal
should be at the top of the list. No other
team can boast a top five of O.J. Bimpson
{even though his college career was over in
1968), Charles White, Marcus Allen, Davis and Bell

There is more argument with the picks of Aubuin, Texas
and Georgin, but once you look at the backs those schools

The Tigers had Heisman Troph
well as Carnell Williams, Joe Cribba,

Brent Fully

James Brooks along with a supporting i Ronnie
Brown, Lionel James, Willie Androws, Ru hnson and
Stephen Davis, But is that bunch better than the

Longhorns, who have produced the likes of Heisman win
ners Ricky Willinms and Earl Campbell, o third-place fin
isher in Roosevelt Leaks and one of this year's leading can
didates in Cedric Benson? That doesn’t even count Eric
Metealf, Jam Jones, Hodges Mitchell or Priest Holmes
on you have the Bulldogs, led by Helsman winner
He | Walker, who some might argue w y best col
loge foatball running back ever. But Walker |
juy to coma out of UGA. They had Garrison Hea
Hampton and Robert Edwards to carry their me
past several semsons. In fact, the Dawgs have been so
londed during some seasons that running backs such ns
Terrell Davis and Olandis Gary couldn't even get off the
bench

Fiutak's sccond five were Penn State, Oklahoma
Wisconsin, Miami (Fla.) and Nebraska. His choices for the
top backs at those schools were Curt Warner, Ki-Jana
Carter, John Cappelletti, Lydell Mitchell and Curtis En
the Nittany Lions; Billy Sims, Steve
Washington, Quentin Griffin and Greg Pruitt of the
Sooners; Ron Dayne, Anthony Davis, Billy Marek, Brent
Moss and Terrell Fletcheor of the Badgers; Edgerrin Jomes
Ottia Anderson, Willis McGahee, Clinton Portis
Stephen MeGuire of the Hurrics and Mike Rozier,
Ahman Green, Tom Rathman, Lawrence Phillips and
Calvin Jones of the Cornhuskers

1t the or

t, Rodney

wver the

Uwens,

and

Higher Than You Might Think

Since Ohio State really only discovered the forward pass
in the late 1970s when Art Schlichter bec quarterback,
it was another surp where Fiutak ranked the OSU pr
gram for wide receiver production

The Buckeyes weore sixth on the strength of such recent

stars an David Boston, Terry Glenn, Joey ywny and
Michael Jenkins. Even Fiutak himsell seamed surprised at
ranking the OSU receiving corps so highly

“There was a time when Ohio State was a pure power

running program with Woody Hayes more likely to 1
maize and blue than to throw a forward pass,” he wrole

*That was a long time ago, Ohio State has cr anked out gome

of the best receivers in college football over the oAl
with top pro prospects, All-Americans and a Biletnikoll win.
ner in Terry Glenn. Its not like the Bucke ¢ had a

who's who of all-star quarterbacks; the receivers have sim-
ply been that good.”

Fiutak led off his list of the school's five
receivors with Cris Carter and finished with
Galloway and Doug Donley

His top five receiver-producing programs since 1870 were
topped by Michigan and its array of talent over the past sov-
eral years, Interestingly, though, Helsman winner Desmond
Howard didn't lead the list. Anthony Carter did, followe
Howard, David Terrell, Marquise Walker and Tai Streots

Tennessoo finished second onm the merits of strong
receivers such ns Peerless Price, Carl Pickens, Marcun
and Tim McGee, but Fiutak's choice for the best of the lot
was a bit of a shockor — Jooy Kent — at least until you real
ize that Kent finished his career with 183 receptions for

patost wide
ton, Glenn,

aaEn

2,814 yards and 25 TDs and still holds the Volunteers' career
record for most 100-yard receiving game
Michigan State, Southern Cal and Florida rounded out

the top five

The Spartans have been producing excellent recoivers for
quite some time from Kirk Gibson and Andre Rison to
Plaxico Burress and Charles Rogers. There were
auch as Derrick Mason, Herb Haygood, Gari &
Muhsin Muhammad who starred for the Spartans
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with Ly Swann

and going thr

tarting

th players such ns
and then
n, the Trojan
mpply of r
dous production
yar, it |,.~|.’:- the
of why USC hasn't won more
hampionships than just the one
undisputed title (1972) it has captured

juestion

national ¢

since 1970, (The Trojans have won three
ither titles in that time span but split
them in 1974, 78 and 2003.)

Former coach Steve Spurrier’s “Fun-
n-Gun nade the Gators a rela-
easy choice, but UF was churning
catchers long before
t to Gainesville as head eoach

olfense

ut the paos

Spurrier g

Take your pic 1t Wes
Chandler, ¥ Mney
Jack Jacksor Groen, ke
Hilliard, Cris yorth, Reche

Caldwell, Taylor Jac
| I Jac Alvarez and
ering, and you might wonder
Gators weren't ranked a bit

n, Carlos

hing out the top 10 behind the
! Florida State, Miami
Fla.), Pittsburgh and o tie between LSU

for each
s were Ron Sellers, Peter
sn, Kez MeCorvey and
of the Seminoles
ana” Moss, Reggie
nnid Lamar Thomas
Larry Fitzgerald,
atef Grim, Julius
iotrick Jells of the
teed, Wendell Davis,
: Martin and Andy
, and Lee Evi

five ranked roceiver

In the
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OHIO STATE FOOTBAL ' '.

Al Toon, Chris Chambers, Lee DeRamus
and Tony Simmons of the Badgers

No Love For QBs
Despite the fact that someone had to
] | of those balls to what Fiutak
o the sixth-best receiving corps
gince 1970, the Ohio State quarterbacks
ware left complotely out of the top 10 in
his historical comparisons. The likes of
Rex Kern, Cornelius Green, Schlichter,
Mike Tomczak, Jim Karaatos, Greg Frey,
Bobby Hoying, Jo¢ Germaine and Craig
Krenzel evidently didn’t measure up in
his evaluation
Minmi (Fla,) topped off the list of
quarterbacks, led by Ken Dorsey and
St th at Neos. 1 and Vinny
Testaverdo, Bernio Kosar and Jim Kally
rounded out their top , hut former
Heisman winner Gino Torretta didn't
make the cut
.!] e wias

no real surprise in the
rankings with Florida State at No, 2 and
Br 1 Young at No. 3. After all, how
can you argue with the likes of Heisman
winners Charlic Ward and Chris Weinke
for the Seminoles and Ty Detmer for the
Cougnrs? In fact, the only argument you
might get is if the Florida State cast of
Thad Busby, Danny McManus and
Danny Kannell really is one notch above
guys like Jim MeMahon, Robbie Bosc
Steve Young and Gifford Nielson of B

Another argument might stem from
the placement of Nebraska with its option
uarterbacks ahead of Florida and its
pure pd Its hard to argue with
elther school's top five, though — Tommie
Frazier, Eric Crouch, Jerry Tagge, Scott
Froat and Turner Gill for the "Huskers
and UFs linoup of Danny Wuerffel, Rex
Grossman, Shane Matthews, Kerwin Bell

(remon

|'-l
wore Ok
Southern Cal, Michig
The top five players for each of t !
schools were Jamelle Holieway th
Houpel, J.C. Watts, Jason White and
Jack Mildren of the Sooners; Drew Brec
Bob Mark Herrmann
Campbell and Jim Everett of the
Bollermakers; Carson Palmer, Paul

producers

Giriese, Scott

MeDonald, Rodney Poete
imd Matt Leinart of the
h, Jim Harl

shuler of the
Obvioualy, Ohio
that a top five of Ker

Hoying, Germai
b

'S Amo
So, let the debate wage
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