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OSU Class In Top 10 Again

Buckeyes Concentrate
On Athletes, Load Up
On Defensive Help

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Thero was a little bit of good news, some bad news and
a whole lot of athleticism for Ohio State on national sign-
ing day this yoar,

The good news was that Michigan linebacker Marco
Cooper had indeed spurned late overtures from
Tennessee and signed with Ohio State. Plus, the
Buckeyes had won a last-minute recruiting battle with
LSU for Georgia defensive back Harlen Jacobs,

The bad news was that South Carclina runaing back
Greg Jones had signed with defending national champi-
on Florida State over OSU,

As for the athloticiam, OSU head conch John Cooper
preferred to may it was everywhere he looked in the
Buckeyes' 25-man rocruiting class.

“The word I think would be overall athletic ability,"
Cooper said when asked to sum up his 13th OSU recruit-
ing class, “You look at these lincbackers and defensive
backs that we've signed, all these kids can run.

“If you ean't run, you ean't play, That's the best thing
I liko about this football team is the overall team speed of
this incoming freshman cluss.”

Speaking at his Feb, 2 signing day press conferenco,
Cooper seemed pleased as Ohio Stato had signed one
more top-10 ealiber recruiting class, In fact, BSB's con-
sensus poll of six recruiting exports gave Ohio State's
class n notional ranking of seventh.

“You are looking at one happy head football coach,”
Cooper told the nssembled media at the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center. "Bill Conley, our recruiting coordinator,
did an outstanding job again this year, I think we have
an oxcellent class coming in here.

“Not anly were we able to get most of the football play-
ers inside the state we were interested in, but we were
able to go outside the state and secure some very good
prospocts,”

Coming ofl a 6-6 season when the Buckeyes missed
bowl compotition for the first time in 11 years, Cooper
and his coaching stafl were able to turn a negative into a
positive by landing a class that, by and large, filled their
needs,

"I don't think that had a difference in it," Cooper said
of the team's record. “There are certain players who want
to see your dopth chart and want to play right away,
Some of them want to play for the national championship
next year. | don't know if our record had a bearing on
whether we got somoebody or not.”

In particular, OSU signed six Knebackers = including
Junior college transfer Jack Tucker, who is already
enrolled — and five defensive backs,

“We pretty much got the numbers we need at the dif-
forent positions,” he said, “We felt like we needed some
linebackers, Anytime you have a good defensive football
team, you have guys who can run,

“We got speed and athleticism. These are good tack-
lers, The trend in college football is everybody is playing
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the pressure package, including the Buckeyes, so we're
looking for guys who can run.”

Besides Tucker, the key names at linebacker wore
Marco Cooper, a USA Today All-USA first team pick, and
Kentucky’s Robert Reynolds.

“Those (linebacker) positions are pretty much inter-
changeable,” Cooper said. “We play a 4-3 style of defense,
s0 wo're looking for three linebackers, Some of those guys
can move up, like we did with Na'il Diggs, and use thom
as rush ends off the corner. All of these guys haye good
size and good range.”

In the secondary, OSU brought in two safoties, two
corners and one player in Jacobs who could probably
handle either position

“We needed some cover guys in the secondary,” Cooper
said, “Wo lost Ahmed Plummer this year and the past
couple of years we lost some other talented guys back
there, You're always looking for good athletes.”

Despite missing on Jones — he actually committed to
OSU Jan. 30 only to recant a day later — the Buckeyos
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England Patriots have
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conditioning coach posl-
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( ». Plaaids y d lotters of Intont to play college football at Ohlo State, with rankings as overall prospocts
finished strong, Besides Marco Cooper, they Faotball players who have signe
lso wrapped up Reynolds, Jacobs and high- from The Ohlo Football Recrulting News for the Ohlo players and All-Amerlcan honors listed,

Iy touted dofensive end Will Smith of New TOFRN

York in the final weeks before signing day. Rank__Player Pos, Ht. Wt High School All-American Honors

“I'he kind of year you have will depend 31 Willie Allen pB 6-2 175  Huber Heights (Ohlo) Wayne
on what you do in the last week of recruit- 16 B.J, Barre DB . 61 185 Toledo Whitmer
ing,” Cooper said. “We wero able to finish —  Bobby Britton DB 511 175  Jacksonville (Fla.) Raines SP
strong, get Marco and get Robert 26 Jason Caldwell TE 6-5 265 Mentor, Ohio
Reynolds. 19 Brandon Childress DB 510 175  Bedford (Ohio) Chanel

“Plus, we held on o the other players —  Marco Cooper LB 6-2 235 Detrolt Cass Tech USA1, RR100, G&W, 5P, PFR, PS
we had committed to us and we slipped in 18  John Hollins WR 62 185  Huber Helghts (Ohlo) Wayne
there late and got Jacobs, the defensive NR Josh Huston K 62 190  Findlay, Ohlo A
back out of Atlanta.* —  MHarlenJacobs ~ DB G2 175  Atlanta Douglass

— Michael Jenkins WR 65 200 Tampa (Fla.) Leto

Golng Out Of Stato 10 Branden Joe RB 62 230 Westerville (Ohio) South sp

Ohio State was rebuked on o handful Larry Kinnard oL 67 295 Alllance, Ohio sp
of the top players in Ohio as four of the Andrew Lee WR 62 195 Columbus Brookhaven
state’s top five players went elsewhere, Sam Maldonado RB 62 215  Harrison, N.Y. USA2, RR100, G&W, SP, PS

That group included linemen Antonio
Hall and Mike Munoz, who went to
Kentucky and Tennessee, respectively,
and tight end Sean MeHugh and defen-

Thomas Matthews LB 61 205  Ft. Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard
Rick McFadden QB 67 205  Struthers, Ohio
Jamal Muhammad LB 6-1 230  Stone Mountaln, Ga.

loalllal Bl S

i) " " Shane Olivea oL 6-5 315  Cedarhurst (N.Y.) Lawrence 5P, PS
7D A0e & e Ty Who D S with Terry Pogue RE 62 220 Dayton Colonel White sp
1 i ; Robert Reynolds LB 64 223  Bowling Green, Ky. SP, PS
8 44 oyl el ek g Darrion Seott LB 63 244  Charleston (W.Va,) Capital  SP, PS
difforent states. Will Smith DE 63 230 Utica (N.Y.) Proctor RR100, SP
“We missed n couple in-state this year, Alex Stepanovich OL 65 270  Berea, Ohlo sP
but we were nble to go out-of-state and get Alphonso Townsend DL 66 280  Lima (Ohio) Senior RR100, SP, PS
a couplo,” Cooper said, “We have gono Jack Tucker* Le 61 235 Cerritos (Calif.) C.C. SP (No. 6 JUCO player)

national the last fow yoars. Now don't got *-Already enrolled at Ohlo State.

me wrong, we're going to concentrate in AlkAmerican Honors Key: USAL, USA Today first-team AIUSA (top 25 nationally); USA2, USA Today secondteam AlUSA
Olio every year as we did this year, We're | (second 25 nationally); RR100, Rivals100.com Recrulting (top 100 nationally); GAW, G&W Recrulting Report (top 100); PFR,
going to B(l!urt in Columbus and go as far | Tom Lemming's Prep Football Report (top 100); SP, SuperPrep (top 308),

as wo need to go.
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RECRUITING

"We Kot 13 |1f{!1l':.l' pi.\)‘l:l':{ \n state, Wo
were disappointed. We didn't get a couple
ruys that you all know about in the
te who, for whatover reason, didn't
como to Ohio State, 1 think they made a
mistake

“If you don't got them in state, you've
ot to go out of state, I think our conchos
did a nico job in Florida and New York,
Now Jersoy and areas like that.”

In Florida, OSU inked two of the
state’s tap 356 players in defensive back
Bobby Britton and wide receiver Michael
Jenkins,

The Buckeyes got the top three players
in New York in running back Sam
Maldonado, Smith and offensive lineman
Shane Olivea

Reynolds was Kentucky's top playe
while linebacker Darrion Scott
among the top three in West Virg
Mareo Cooper was among Michigan's top
five ;m...pl-tl this year

Coach Cooper said re seruiting e fTective-
ly outside Ohio requires maximum effort
from the stafl.

“You've got to jgo find the players and
then you have to find the out-ofstate
players you have o realistic chance to
recruit,” he said,

“For whatever reason, Sam Maldonado
liked us. His dad came on the wvisit,
(Assistants) Tim Salem and Tim Spencer
did a good job of following up on him. He
went to the Helsman banquet and Archie
Griflin spoke at the banquet and Eddie
George was the

“The six Heisman Trophy winners we
have are running backs, and that may
have had an impact in him coming here.”

Individually Speaking

Cooper then got into specifica on some
of OSU's signecs:

* Brandon *“Bam" Childress,
defensive back = “Bam Childress was
the player of the year here in Ohio. He
could play either wide receiver or defen-
givo back, He is a very confident football
player that you'll love when he gets down
here.”

* Harlen Jacobs, defensive baelg s
*Hu |r]r n Jacobs 1'. 0 guy wo got a commit-
m late last night (Feb, 1). He was
g recruited by one of the SEC
# track, he has good speed
and could be a good cover back.'

* Michnel Jenkins, wide receiver
= “We like Michael Jenkins from Florida
He is a 6-5, 200-pound guy. Some schoola
liked him as a free safoty. We were
rocruiting him as o wide receiver,”

* Branden Joe, running back =

“We offered him a scholarship way back
ophomore year. He was o great play-
s freshman year, He came out of a
groat program over there. (Westoervillo
South conch) Rocky (Pentello) does a
great job with those players, He wants to
be a Buckeye and that's the kind of guy
you like in your program.”

* Androw Lee, wide recelver —
“He's pot a 40-inch vertical jump. Some
people say he is the samo kind of football
player coming out of high school ns Terry
Glenn, so wo're very excited about him."

* Sam Maldonado, running back
— "You will absolutely love Sammy. His
dad came down on the visit, fell in love
with this place. Tim Spencer did a good
job recruiting him, along with Tim Salem,
and George Belu got involved there in the
ond

“We ot three good playera out of New
Yark. We talked about Will Smith and
Shane Olivea and Sammy comes [rom
New York, also. You'll love the kid on the
field and you'll love him off the field. He
comes from a good family and he had
7,000 yards rushing up there in high
#chool. 1 hope he's as good ns advertised.”

* Rtick MeFadden, quarterback =
“Rick McFadden at quarterback ia 6-7,

205 pounds, He's a big, tall qu.lrlcrhack
with good vision. We liked evaerything
about him. He has good ability. We had
him in camp, Ho's got great vision, He's
ot o good release. He is o very intelligent
football player. There is a lot of upside to
him."

o Jamal Muhammad, linebacker
= “Jamal Muhammad from Stone
Mountain, Ga., was a guy who committed
early, Then a lot of the SEC schools tried
to get in on him late. He ia a fine young

“man we think is going to have a very

brig I|l future, He had 150 tackles this
year,”

* Shane Olivea, offensive lineman
= “Let me tell you what happened, it's an
interesting story. Shane Olivea was in our
camp, wo offer him a scholarahip, he likea
our program and his mother and dad real-
Iy like Ohio State, He has a brother that
lives down close to the Cincinnati area
That made it real convenient for the kid
to come to Ohio State.

“He went home, vis
and he absolutely love

offerwive line coach. I make an in-homoe visit
and [ tell him, look, if you like their school
better than our school, maybe you ought to
consider going there. If you like their head
coach better than me, then maybe you
ought to conwider going there. But do not go
to a school because you like an nssistant

BSB HOTLINE
1-900-896-0666
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football coach. Assistant football coaches
come and go. Who knowas, if he's a real good
conch he may be in the NFL.

“So Shane made a verbal commitment
to go Lo Georgia Tech. The next week, that
offensive line coach left Georgia Tech and
went to Georgin, so exactly what |
talking about came true, Shane called us
and said, ‘Conch Cooper, you're right. I'm
reconsidering.

*Then our offensive line coach, George
Belu o8 up, makes an in-home visit, he
likes irge Belu, and boom, he's going to
Ohio St Shane's a big lineman who
thinks he's going to eome in here and play
next year."

* Itobert Reynolds, linebacker —
*Robert Reynolds waa a highly recruited
football player that almost everybody in
the country tried to recruit. He is also o
deep snapper, Losing Kevin Houser, we're
looking for somebody to come in and do
that.”

* Alex Stepanovich, offensive
lineman — "You talk about Alex, Alex
is a young man that committod to us
last year, We think he is one of the best
linemen in the country, either offense or
defense. Ho'll come in here as an offen-
sive linemoan. He's probably good
enough to play on the defensive side of
the ball, His brother is n wrestler at
Ohio State now, A year ajgo everyone in
the world was recruiting him, We really
like him."

* Alphonse Townsend, defensive
lineman — "“Townsend was in our camp,
We like his size, athletic ability and quick-
ness, Last year, everybody in the world
was recruiting him, including Florida
State. He's o big kid and he's pot a lot of
growth potential ®

Playing Early

Cooper and his stafl are hopelul mom-
bors of this class will push for immediote
playing time.

“There are players we recruited this
year that have the talent to come in here
and play,” he said. “Now whoether they
will work hard this summer, come in in
great condition and pick the system up na
quickly as we hope thoy will remuains to be
Beaen.

“You think they're all good prospects or
you wouldn't gign them. More and more of
the players we sign want to come in here
and play early.

“If they're going to play early, they
need to come in here and condition with
our players, If they dnn( they have very
little chanece of playing.

When pressed for who he believes
could come in and play, he replied:

“Probably some of those linebackers
and defensive backs, probably because
of the need factor, We're thin in the
defensive backfield, Losing Plum
(Ahmed Plummer) and Gary Berry in
the secondary and not having a lot of
quality backups there a year ago, that
might open the door for some of those
guys to come in here,

*“We were looking for linobackors, wide
receivers and running backs, We lost
Michoel Wiley, but we picked up Sam
Maldonade and Terry Pogue, o couple of
guys wo think ean come in here and play
quickly.

“We have a history of having some big
running backs like Eddie (George),
Raymont (Harris) and Robert (Smith).
Those are big backs that are playing in
the NFL."
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Editor

Florida has not been a major player in
tho national championship picture since
the Gators claimed the crown in 1996,

So Stove Spurrier and his stafl’ went
into recruiting season this year on o mis-
sion.

And, if we believe the opinions of
BSB's collection of six national recruiting
oxperts, it was a mission accomplished
for the Gators.

Florida claimed five of the six first.
placo votes to take the top spot in BSB's
consensus poll. Tennessee, as high as see-
ond on five ballots, finished second,

lorida State, which had the other first.
place vote, was third. Last year's winner,
Texas, was fourth, while Alabama round-
ed out the top five.

Three Big Ten teams camo next with
Penn State sixth, Ohio State seventh and
Michigan State eighth,

PrepStar's Rick Kimbrel cast the lone
dissenting vote for Florida State,

Originally Published: Feb. 12, 2000

Ohio State’s Class Seventh-Best, Say Experts

although he admitted the competition
was very tight,

“You could almost make an argument
for every team in the top 10," Kimbrel
said, “On our rating system, only decimal
points separated several of these teams,
This is the closest ['ve ever seen it

“Adding to the confusion, there are
sevoral guys like Teyo Johnson, D.J.
Williams and Amon Gordon who have not
decided yot."

Florida bagged six Rivals100.com
Reeruiting top 100 players, including late
commitments from linebacker Darrell
Lee, deflensive tackle Bennie Mills and
safety Tre Orr. Wide receiver Carlos
Perez, just outside the top 100, also
picked UF over Ohio State in thke final
weekend before signing day.

*They got two great wide receivers in
Carlos Perez and Reggie Vickers,” said
SuperPrep’s Allen Wallace, “Plus, they
got the No. 2 linebacker in the country in
Darrell Lee.”

Florida set itself up for the future by
signing USA Today offensive player of the
year Brock Berlin, a quarterback from
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National Recruiting Experts Rankings

BILL KURELIC BOBBY BURTON PHIL GROSZ
The Ohlo Football Rivals100.com GA&W Recrulting Report
Rocrulting News Recrulting 1 Florida
1 Florlda 1 Florlda 2 Tennessoo
2 Tennessee 2 Tennessoe 3 Alabama
- | Pann State 3 Penn State a Florida State
a4 Florida State & OHIO STATE -] Ponn State
5 COHIO STATE ] Toxas (<] Texas
6 Texas 6 Alabama 7 COHIO STATE
7 Alabama ; Flotlda State 8 Nebraska
8 Miaml (Fla,) 8 Michigan State 9 Michigan State
] Michigan State ] Neobraska 10 (tle) Miami (Fla,)
10 Notre Dame 10 Arlzana State 10 (tle) USC
RICK KIMBREL TOM LEMMING ALLEN WALLACE
PropStar Prop Football Report SuperPrep
1 Florida State 1 Flotida 1 Florida
2 (tle) Texas 2 Tennessea 2 Toxas
2 (tie) Tennessee 3 Alabama 3 Florida State
2 (tle) Alabama L] Florlda State 4 Penn State
2 (tle) Florlda 5 Texas ] Tonnessoo
6 Miami {Fla.} (1] QHIO STATE ] Alabama
7 Penn State 7 Notre Dame 7 OMIO STATE
] QHIO STATE ] Ponn State 8 usc
9 usc 2 Michigan State 9 Miaml (Fla.)
10 Michigan State 10 usc 10 Michigan State
NATIONAL RECRUITING EXPERTS CONSENSUS POLL
{Cetermined by vating points; First-place votes In parentheses)
1 Porida (5) 675| 6 Penn State 36 | 12 (tie) Notre Dame 5
2 Tonnessoo 49.6 7 OHIO STATE 29 | 11 (tle) Nebraska ]
3 Florlda State (1) 43 | & Michigan State 11 | 13 Arzona State i
4  Texas 3859 Miami (Fla,) 10.6
-] Alabama 37.5 | 10 usc 6.5
Loulsiana. has had in a loag time,” Burton said of

“Florida's wide receiver cluss was
tremendous,” said Rivala100.com's Bobby
Burton. *Plus, they got the No. 1 quarter-
back in the country in Brock Berlin, They
also signed the best offensive line unit in
the country.”

"Floridn really cleaned up overy-
where,” added Prep Football Report's
Tom Lemming. “I had them with 18 All-
Americans,”

Meanwhile, Tennossoo signed seven
Rivals100.com top 100 players, getting
lato commitmaents from running back
Shyrone Carey, safety O.J, Owens and
offensive linoman Sean Young, Other
notables in the class were quarterback
Casey Clausen of California and offensive
lineman Mike Munoz of Ohio.

“If they get Jason Roespert in, it could
be the best offensive line class wo've seen
in o while with him, Mike Munoz and
Sean Young,” Kimbrel said.

“Their wide recciver class again wos
very strong with Rashad Baker and Tony
Brown,” added Burton. “Plus, they signed
three of our top eight linemen in the
country.”

Florida State inked the most
Rivals100.com top 100 players, signing
cight. Of that group, five decided in the
days leading up to signing day, including
lineman Alex Barron, linebacker Michael
Boulware, defensive end Travis Johnson,
cornerback Bryant McFadden and line-
backer Eric Moore.

*They are a big deal now,” Burton

~ joked of the defending national champi-

ons, “They are definitely closers, getting
Jones, McFadden and Moore very late,”
“They got the No. 1 defensive lineman
in Travis Johnson, the No. 1 comner in
Bryant McFadden and the No, 2 line-
backer in Eric Moore,” Kimbrel ndded.
Texas was also strong with seven
Rivals100.com players, keeping tight end
Brock Edwards at home in the final days,
“They signed the best back-to-back
recruiting classes any toam in this state

the Longhorns.

Alabama netted six Rivals100.com
players, snagging defensive linemon
Anthony Bryant and Nautyn McKay-
Loescher just before signing day,

Penn State, rated sixth, had five top
100 players, followed by Ohio State and
Michigan State with four each. Miami
(Fla.), ranked ninth, finished with five
top 100 signees,

For more on how the experts saw the
Big Ten recruiting race as well as Notre
Dame, see pagos 14-16, The following are
commonts from cach of the experts on
OSU' class.

Kurelie

Bill Kurelic tracks OSU recruiting for
The Ohio Football Recruiting News. Ho
tabbed OSU fifth nationally.

“1 think they did very well," Kurelic
said. “I think they filled their needs well
with some very good talent. The only
places they could have used more help
were at tight end and on the offensive
line.”

Kurelic liked the depth OSU added on
defense, whero it signed six linebackera
and five defensive backs,

“They've ndded dopth at both posi-
tions,* Kurelic said. “In tho defensive
backfield, there's no one there who is
going to be on any national list of, say, the
top five DBs in the country.

“But thoy're solid prospects and
prospects who could turn out to bo very
good, I consider Bam Childress — it's
hard to compare him at this point — but
o little bit like Antoine Winfield. He's
about the same size and wasn't that high-
ly known coming out of high school but is
a very talented player who has a-bit of
potential

Kurelic also liked OSU's signing of
quarterback Rick McFadden,

“In my opinion, he is the best quarter-
back in the state of Ohio this year"
Kurelic said, “He's o good player, with
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good size at 6-7. But ho's not just a big
. kid, he's n good athlete.

“In fact, he was recruited by some
schools to play basketball, He's a talented
all-around athlete. He's a lefthander,
which fits in nicely because Steve
Bellisari is left-handed. I think he's going
Lo redshirt. I don't think he's ready to
play Big Ten ball right now, but | think he
has the potential to be a very good quar-
terback. You just don't know how he's
going to develop.”

While in Hawaii recently for the Hula
Bowl with Rivals100.com, Kurelic had a
chance to spend time with OSU signee
Sam Maldenado, a highly touted running
back from New York.

“I've watched tapes on him,” Kurelic
said, “He really is an oxcellent prospect.
He's about 6-1, goes 215 pounds. That's a
good size for a running boack. He's also
fast and elusive. Ho can cither run ynu
over or run by you.

“I don't know if he'll play right nwny
this year, That remains to be seen — they
have Jonathan Wells, who will certainly
be the first man in line — but Sammy’s
got it in his mind that he's going to come
in and play next season for Ohio State,”

From Ohio, Kurelic was impressed by
Dayton running back Terry Pogue.

*He is a tremendous talent,” Kurelic
said. “The only question mark hns been
whethor he will
qualify academi-
cally, He definite-
ly can do that, He
just has to get it
done,

“He's 6-2, near-
ly 220 pounds and
runs a 10.B-sec-
ond 100 meters.
You don't find
that combination
very often.”

Kurelic noted
how the Buckeyea struck out on several
highly ranked tight ends they were
recruiting.

“That's the onoe area that Ohio State
would have liked to have done a little bet-
ter,” he said. “They wanted to land two
tight ends if they could and they had a
shot at some good ones — Willie Roberts
from Florida at one point committed to
Ohio State and Darius Williama from
Georgin had it down to Ohio State and
Goorgia Tech. There were o few others
they had a shot at but just didn't land.”

Burton

Burton gave OSU's class the highest
marks, rating the Buckeyes fourth
nationally,

“The players we liked, obviously, were
Muareo Cooper and Sam Maldonado,”
Burton said. “We had Maldonado as our
No. 1 running back in the nation.

“Somoe people did not have Cooper
rated that highly, but he made our All-
American team, They beat Tennessee for
Cooper, so that's a major accomplish-
ment.

“We also had two more of their
signees, Alphonso Townsend and Will
Smith, on our top 100 list. They should
help them on the defensive line. They
stuck with Smith, got him to visit and
commit late when it looked like he was
hoaded somewhoro else. That was a xood
pickup,” ho said.

Terry Pogue

SZ

Phil Grosz of G&W Recruiting Report
listed Ohio State seventh, two spots
behind Penn State, nationally. He
addressed OSU% failure to sign Ohio's
top stars like Munoz, lineman Antonio
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Hall (who defected to Kentucky) and
Penn State-bound tight end Sean
McHugh and defensive end Sam Ruhe.

“1 thought Ohio State took a lot of
unnecessary criticism after supposedly
losing four of the top five players in
Ohio,” he said,

“Thoy might be light a couple of offen-
sive linemen, but [ don't think it's as bad
us some people think.”

Grosz had several of OSU's signees
ranked highly.

“I liked the linebackers, Robert
Reynolds and Marco Cooper, they
signed,” he said, “I think Shane Olivea is
an outstanding offensive lineman, [ was
one of the first guys to rank him that
high.

“With him, Will Smith and Sam
Maldonado, they probably got the three
top guys in New York."”

Kimbrel

Kimbrel also marveled over the hub-
bub surrounding the loss of Munoz and
f{nli — and how the Buckeyes overcame
L .
“I thought they did a fantastic job,"
said Kimbrel, who gave OSU its lowest
ranking at eighth nationally. “The
strange thing is they lose the top two
players in state and still end up better
than Michigan and Michigan State by a
long shot.

“What they lost in state thoy picked
up in New York with the top three play-
ers there, Olivea is a nice offensive line-
man. He's tall and works hard, They got
o great pass rushing outside linebacker
or defensive end in Smith. Maldonado
may be tho big back they've been looking
for since Eddie George.

“This is a very athlotic class with a lot
of speed.”

Lomming
Lemming had OSU ranked si:th
nationally. He was the only expert to
rank the Buckeyes ahead of Penn State,
“I thought Ohio State did a great job,"
he said, “They lost Munoz and Hall, but
they got just about everybody else they
wanted. What made it special was thoy
went out of state and got Cooper,
Reynolds and Maldonado. That really
added some comph to their class,”
Lomming said he sensed ecarly on
that OSU had no chance on Munoz,
“When [ talked to Anthony Munoz, he
told me he would like to see Mike and
Michelle go to the samoe school,” he said.
“She decided first for Tenneasce, and
that kind of cinched it for him.”

Wallace

Wallace ranked OSU seventh nation-
ally after the Buckeyes bagged three of
his magazine's top 60 prospects overall,

“They got great linebackers in this
class with Cooper and Reynolds,” he
said. “We had those two and Maldonado
in our national top 50. They also got our

p three players in New York with
Ma] donado, Smith and Olivea.”

Wallace also gave All-American
kudos (top 308 players nationally) to all
three of OSU% offensive line signecs —
Olives, Alox Stepanovich and Larry
Kinnard

“Every ono of those offensive linemen
they signed were All-American caliber,”
he said. “How many are you expected to
sign?

“T have always believed that it doean't
matter where you get your kids, as long
as they can play. Sure, Munoz will prob-
ably go to Tennessee and be a great line-
man.

*But it looks like Ohio State got some
people who can help them, too”

The Rivals 100

Here is o look at the final Rivals 100 list. Ohlo State signed four of these players
oand had 10 of them make visits (denoted with asterisks), Players are listed with their
schools of cholce or commitment (in bold).

Pos, Name Hi. WL 40 Hometown Schooly

€l Corey Dalley 610 166 4.65 Hisleah (Ma.) American Florida

WH  Rashad Baker 60 185 441 Camden (N.).) Wilson Tennssres

0L Aox Barron 68 208 40 Orangeburg (5.C) Wikinson  Florida State
AB  Tatwm Deil 60 180 4.34 DeSoto, Texas Okiahoma State
Q0 Drock Deriin G2 202 47 Svewport (La) Dvange! Oistion Flerdda

Ch  Adam Diack 60 179 44  Houston (Teans) Cy Falls Toexas AAM

RB. HonAk Brown 61 207 4.5 Camerivile. Go Autum

LB Michael Doutware 62 200 4.5  Columbla (5.C) Spring Valley Plorida State

5 Yonhance Duchanan 62 205 4.4  Atlanta (Ga.) Douglass Florda State
Or  Adthony Bryant B4 312 493 Sunshine, Ala Alabama

G0 Jason Campbell 65 185 48 Taporsvide, Miss, Auburmn

RO Siytone Carey 69 170 44  Marrerto (La.) Shaw Tennessee

Qb Cosey Clausen B4 206 4B  Misskon Hills (Calit) Aemary Tennssses

W Marco Cooper® G2 230 485 Detroit (Mich,) Cass Tech Ohla State

Lh  Brpoks Daniels G4 105 4.4 Madson (Ra)iaminon County Alabama

WH Willla Dlson 541 A7) 431 Swckdon (Cadt) Drockaise Crvistan Alabama

DE  Adam Dolron G4 2060 4,78 Duncan, OkWla, Texas

RE  Tyrell Dortch Gl 106 4.4  Mobokon, NJ, Michigan State
RB  Vontaz Dull 60 180 4.4 Copperas Cove, Tewas Netis Dame

TE  Drock Eowards G4 200 4,04 Fort Worth (Texas) Christion  Texas

§  Ben Emanuel ll 3 185 457 frendswood (Texas) Clear frook UCLA

RB  Diamond Feir 510 108 4.45 [vorott (Mass,) Sytacuse

DE  Amon Gorden @3 271 5.0  Sen Diego (Colf) Mira Mesa  USC. e, Strird, FSIU, Mo Fla L TREALM
§  Man Grootegoed 00 200 4.5 Santa Ana (Callf.) Mater Dol USC

OL  Antonio Hau® &1 300 61 Contona (Ohia) McKinley Kentucky

OL  Hwama Harriy 67 320 5.1 Newar, Del, Stantord

DT Justin Minds G5 265 5.1 Pscotaway, NJ. BE, PSY, Mich,, Miami (Fla.), FSU
LD Moble Moliday G3 227 467 Warer Rottns (Ga) Houston Cty. Georgls Tech
AB  Abert Holis Il G0 185 4.4  Secramento (Calt ) Ovistion Dros. Georgia

TE  Aex Molmes 63 285 4.9 N Holywood (Calr) HarnviroWiake USC

RB  Marcus Houston 62 200 439 WMIWMM
§  Marold Jamas b, 60 220 45 Oscecla, Ak

Wit B, Johnson 60 180 4.5 South Grand Prairie, Tonas
CB  Michard Johnson 60 170 438 Rondatetown (Md) Milord Mal - Vieginia Tech

TE  Teyo Johnson 66 242 4.84 BSon Diego (Caif) Mira Mesa Stanford, San Diego 5t., F5U.
Houston, UCLA, USC, Miami (Fa.)

LD Tm Johnsoen 61 245 47  Delbarton, NJ, Pann State

B Tony Johnson 511 186 487 Swte College, Pa. Penn State

DE  Travis Johnson 65 240 4.6  Sherman Qoks, Calif, Fodda State

LD Darlus Jonas B4 245 475 Delol, Wis. Wisgonuin

RB  Greg Jones* 61 235 45 Dedufort (5.C.) Battery Creek  Florida State

OL  Corios Joseph 65" 315 51  Miami (Ra) Ecison Miami (Fla.)

RB  Waith Kally 60 215 445 Watertom (S.C.) Clamabn

Wb Darrell Lee 65 230 45 S Louis (Mo.) Kirkwood Florda

0T  Gtevie Lee 65 310 50 Streveport (La) Cvorgel Chistion Texas

RB  JermaPe Lewis 60 215 44 Dromfeld, Conn. lowa

RAD  Gam Maldonade® 62 215 4.4 Hatrison, MY, Ohio State

LB Raymond Mann 62 228 45 Hamplon, Va. Virginla

LB Chad Mascos 62 218 45 Wssimmee (Fa.) Osceols Florida Stale

5 Agrisn Mayos 62 200 44 Houston (Texas) Forest Grook Nebraska

A0 Ronald McClendon 58 180 44  Ponchatoula, La Tulane

GO Dryant McFagden 511 170 4.6 Mollywood (Na.) MeArtnur Florida State

RO Wilis McGahee* 61 247 44T Miami (Aa.) Central Miami (Fla.)

oL Joe McGuire G0 200 6.3 Anaheim (Calil) Servite usc

DE  Nasn Meigylosschert 63 245 455 Toronto (Ont) Central Tech  Alsbama

OL  Chrin Meabey 64 205 5.15 Lansdale (Pa.) N. Penn Pann State

0T  Avert Means 60 305 4.0 Memphis (Tenn.) Trepevant  Alabama

0T  Bennio Milly 63 280 50 Metarie (Lo.) Rummel Florida

OL  Maurice Mitchall 08 285 51  Avany (Ga) Dougherty UGA, G-Toch, Auturn

OL  Pavl Mociler 60 200 653 Doifiower (Cait) St John Bosco UCLA

Qb Chonce Mack 62 100 4.53 The Woodsnds, Toxas Toxas

€D Do Mosley 510 160 4.5 Oscecla, Mk Arkansas

L Eric Moore 65 2256 4.7 Pahowes, Fla, Florida State

WR  Johanie Morant® G4 220 4.5 Parsippany (NJ.) Hills Sytacuse

OL  Michael Munor 67 285 0.2 Cinginaatl (Onlo) Moslle Tennessee

W Kariion Neal G5 236 407 Chcago (i) Mogan Park Tennesses

DT  Erik Mol 65 2056 484 Cathorsturg (Md) Watiins Mal Penn State

QB Cralg Ochs 62 208 465 Doulder (Colo.) Falrview Colorado

DE  Antwan Odom 60 267 47  Dayou Lo Bave (Na) Ama Bryort Alabama

5 Traw Qur 62 106 44  Loke City (Fa.) Columbia Flonda

5 0. Owers GO0 100 44  New London (N.C.) New Staniey Tennesses

O Grog Pauty G0 270 48 Waunosha (Wis) South Notre Dame

RB  Darron Parguat 60 206 44  Mataiie (La.) Rummal Lsu

RO Crwis Porry® 61 2156 4.5 - Fork Unlon (Va.) Military Michigan

WR Tab Porry 63 205 44  Mipitas, Calf, UCLA

DE  Jason Peters 685 270 4.6 GQuean City, Texas Arkansus

OL  Sean Pocle 67 205 6.5 Fiet (Mich.) Cortral Michigan State

OL  Jason Respert 61 200 6.2 Wene Robbina (Ga) Northalda Tenn,, UGA, Flarida, FSU, Mich,

CO  Laworce Mchardson 511 170 4.3  Gaheston (Teass) Ball Arkansas

LB Jason Richenterger 62 200 4,53 Liberty (Mo.) Nebraska

WHR  Charles Rogers 04 189 4.5 Saginow (Mich.) Michigan State

DE  Sam Ruha 68 240 40  Stow (Ohlo) Walsh Jesult Penn State

TE  Crwis Septak 685 235 46 Omaha (Neb.) Millard West  Nebraska

OL  Wes Sima 65 300 5.03 Weatherford (Okia.) Qklahoma

DE ‘Wil Smith* G4 230 455 Utica (N.Y.) Proctor Ohlo State

QD Jeff Smoker 64 100 462 Manheim (Pa.) Central Michigan State

OL  Shannon Snell 66 2306 5.2 Tempa (Ma.) Hiksborough Farda

s Larry Stevens G4 228 4.0 Tacoma (Wash.) Wilson Michigan

TE  Terredl Sugis G4 235 45 Cnandler (Ariz.) Hamiiton Arlzona State

WR Slean Thomas 63 180 A4 Kein, Tews Tonas

AB  Tyson Thompson 62 100 45 bving Tonss TCu

DE  MNphonso Towrsend® 68 270 475 Uma (Dhio] Senlor Ohla State

0T Mac Tyler 60 306 4.9 Dossemer (Ala) Jess Lonier  Alabama

§  Can Wakar 63 185 45 Jacksomille (Pla.) Jackson Miami (Fla)
Andrew Walter 65 190 4.7  Geand Junction (Colo.) Arizona State

DT Vince Wilfork B1 214 535 Lantana (Fla) Santaiuces Miami (Fla.)

LB DU Willlama 62 220 4.40 Concord (Call) De La Salle  Miami (Fa.), Texas, Mich., FSU, Cal

B Michaol Witiams 61 105 485  Lakewood (Calf) Mayfair Arizona State

WR Roy Wilams 62 105 4.5 Odessa (Texas) Permian Texan

DT Steve Williams 64 250 480 Dolingbrook (IIL) Inidlana

OL  Sean Young o8 205 5.1 Donon (Ga) NW. Whitefleld  Tennessee
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"RECRUITING WRAP-UP: BILL CONLEY

Ohio State’s Recrmtmg Maven Shares His Thoughts

EDITOR'S NOTE: As it does annually
when football recruiting wraps up, BSB
made sure to sit down with recruiting coor-
dinator Bill Conley on signing day ta garner
his thoughts on the class and the current
state of college recruiting.

Considered one of the best in the business
(see accompanying graphic), Conley consid-
ered a head coaching pasition at Eastern
Michigan but remained with the Buckeyes
and helped thern bring home, according to
the experts, a top-10 class. Conley asked not
to talk specifically about players’ abilities
but tackled various subjects about the
recruiting effort in the following interview
with BSA staffer Jeff Rapp,

BSB: Is there any way to differentiate or
have a foel one way or another, at this point,
nbout a class? Or is the feeling more just
relief that it's over, you've done all you could
and now it's time to cross your fingers?

CONLEY: “[ think the feeling that you
have after you sign a class is kind of like the
old story about football gnmes: Its not how
you start but how you finish. And the cne
thing that [ liked about our recruiting this
year is we finished strong. We had some
koy kids at the end, and we ended up got-
ting several of those kids, And when you
beat major schools around the country like
the Florida schools, 1LSU, Michigan,
Michigan State, Syracuse, people like that,
that makes you really feel good,

“] think that was a real positive for us.
You're never going to get 100 percent of
what you want. But when you get the
majority, and in this situation the vast
majority, we were extremely pleased with
that. Some of the kids we got out of state,
we got the very best player in that state,
That's n big plus.”

BSB: Do you want to talk more specfi-
cally nbout those players?

CONLEY: “1 can't really got into that
but wa got probably the two best players
out of Now York/New Jersey, the best play-
er in the state of Kentucky, the best player

Bill Conley

in the state of West Virginia, maybe the
best player in Michigan, and three of the
best players in Florida. That's pretty
strong.”

BSB: Then, of course, there's the other
way of looking at it, where fans are remind-
ing you that you didnt get this guy in Ohlo
and that guy. Are you as disuppointed ns
they are?

CONLEY: “No, not really. When you're
around it and know some reasons why they
didn come here, you know there’s nothing
that you could have done. There's really no
second-guessing with it.

“There were a couple situations there
where it didnt matter what Ohio Stato did.
Those guys weren't going to come to Ohlo
State, There were some wo did everything
humanly possible, short of cheating —
which we're not going to do — to get a kid.
It's different if you're in a fight to the end on
an in-state kid and you lose him, but that
wai not the situntion. Wo were dealing with
things, family situations and so forth, that

TROUNCING THE DOW

Warld Class Stocks At Bargain Prices

Are You Getting 30% Annual
Return On Your Investments?

Investors using Trouncing The Dow's (T/T/D) Benchmark
Investing strategy have been. Just look at the results:

15 !757%:

Years. Dogs  Dow 30 |S&P 501_][_ TT/D | £
3 . 1827% 23.78% -28.04% |33.88% 3
5 18.35% 22.56% 24.51% 130.16% | ©
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18.31%
20 | /8.25% 17.73% |
35 | 17.87%) 15.54% |
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Based on the acclaimed book Trouncing The Dow by Kenneth Lee, our TTD
newsletter/website provides current downside and S-year upside price targets for

the Dow 30 plus 500 more stocks out of a universe of 1700 blue chip stocks.

These targets are calculated using a formula of Return on Equity, Book Value,
and historic high.low $tock prices. The results are an impressive 29.55% per year,

Call Toll Free 1-877-Dow-Buys

for a free sample or visit our website at:
www.TrouncingTheDow.com

BSB

wo had no control over.”

BSB: Did your focus change at all,
though, when it looked like it just wasn't
going to happon for you with those key guys
in Ohio? Did it change o gume plan, so to
spoak?

CONLEY: “I don't think it changed the
overall game plan but it did change the con-
centration level. [ think all of a sudden we
kicked into a heavier gear on some out-of-
state kids because we had more time to
spend on them. | guess it might have been
o blessing in disguise”

BSB: Is there any relicf when you do
quote-unquote miss on a kid when he does-
n't choose n Big Ten rival? 1 mean, at least
Joe Blow didn go to Michigan,

CONLEY: "Sometimes you have mixed
feelings because you'd like them to go somo-
where you can beat them. But you're right.
If a guy is going to go outside of your con-
forenee, there's probably not much you
could have done about it anyway”

BSB: With Mike Jacobs no longer on
stafl, I'm sure you're going to want to get o
new presence up in the talent-rich
Cleveland area, Have you already
addreased that with the new coaches?

CONLEY: *"We've had several coaches
up in Cloveland finishing up with
recruiting, now what well do at the end of
nixt woelk is sit down with the new guys on
stafl and with the guys eurrently on staf
and come up with the new areas.”

BSB: Doea that pretty much fall on

u?

CONLEY: “Coach (John) Cooper and
myself figure it out, with input from the
whole stafl"

BSB: Have you gotten o handle yot on
the strong areas for the new coaches?

CONLEY: “Yeah. The one thing about
both George (Belu) and Brian (Willinmas) is
they've both been a lot of different places,
#o they're guys, in arcas that we're going to
recruit, who already have connections.”

BSB: Can you talk about you being
unnble to go out on the road in January
(because of a school- and NCAA-imposed
sanction)? Was thot weird for you? Did it
help you become more organized or was it
protty frustrating?

CONLEY: “Both. The way the calendar
worked out, fortunately, 1 was only off the
road the last two weeks. The thing I'm very
proud of is the way our conches picked up
the slack. We had people that were no
longer on stafl and people who were brand-
now to the program, Qur guys really pulled
together and worked as a unit to make up
for that. We actually got about four m:rumn
with different coachies having to step in."

BSB: Were there any other unusual
things about the recruiting effort this year?

CONLEY: “Well, you just can't leave
any stone unturned and therefore, some-
thing different happens every year. I gueas
the biggest thing this season was the way
the weather changed the last couple
woulks, We had to got guys from Atlanta to
New York, we had guys trying to get from
New York to Richmond, Trom the East
Coast to the West Coast, from Florida to
Chicago. There were schools closed and n
foot of snow in certain places and we still
had guys make the rounds. I guess we're
like the Pony Express (lnughs).”

BSB: Are there any particular coaches
you want to gingle out?

CONLEY: "I dont want to do that
because we had so many guys helping in so
many areas, You take a guy, for example,
like Will Smith. There were two or three
conches who recruited Will Smith. That

Sportlng News |
Lauds Conley

0SU's Bill Conley recently was
lauded ns ope of the top recruiting
coordinators in all of college football
in no article in the Jun, 24 edition of
The Sporting Nowa.

Writor Michael Bradley featured
Alabamn's . Ronnie Cottrell in the
article then mentioned five other
star recruitera — Conloy, Georgin'a
Hodney Garner, Arizona’s Rob
Tancllo, USC's. Hue Jackson and

« Oklahoma's Brent Venables, who
camoe into prominence after pulling
major talent into Knnsas State,

Of' Conley, TSN wrote, "Has
helped the Buckeyes lock down Ohio

and beyond,”
— Jefl Rapp

wins great teamwork.”

BSB: What, then, constitutes o strong
finish like you alluded to earlier? Is it just
n matter of staying on guys?

CONLEY: “You have to stay solid with
the commitmenta you have, and not going
o day without making a contact. That's one
koy thing, The second is winning some of
those battles head to head with other
schools, You always like to win some
against a school that's geographically a lot
closer to the kid than we are. That's a sign
of finishing strong.”

BSB: It scoms that the biggest thing
these kids want by far is to play right away,
and you guys don't promise that. How is it
that you're still getting top-10 classes every
yoar? We hear stories all the time of
promised playing timoe.

CONLEY: "Other schools do do that. We
were in on a kid in-state, for example, who
went elsowhere because he was promised a
starting position, and that's wrong. That's
wrong. First of all, when you do that you're
telling the kids that are nlready in your col-
lege program, You're not good.' Thut's
wrung. The only thing we ever offer is the
opportunity. To flat offer a lid a starting job
is completaly dishonest in my book.

*The key to recruiting is hard work by
the conches and selling a guy on the conch-
ea and players on our team. When you boil
it down, the guys who come here are the °
ones who give us o chance on an official
visit and feel good on their visit with the
players who are currently on our team.
That's what 1 think our players do as well
as any in the country.”

BSB: One of the big selling points you
also have on those visits is the stadium, but
it's n mess over there right now with the
ronovations, Did that hurt you guys?

CONLEY: "Well, it is a big selling peint
normally so the acllxmr point this year was
what it was going to be like when it was
over. You'ro right. We like to put them on
the 50-yard line and tell them about the
tradition and we couldn't do that as much
this year, although o lot of the kids did come
to gumes. We had to show them pictures
and models this year.”

BSH: Lastly, landing a Mr. Football
(from Ohio) again, does that mean anything
to you from a PR standpoint?

CONLEY: “I think that's good, but it's
better when Mr. Football is a real good foot-
ball ?luyor which is the way it was this
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

With a national consensus poll ranking of
seventh, Ohlo State obviously did same things
right in football recruiting thia year.

The Buckeyes signed 24 high school play-
orn and added one junior college transfer.
Missing from the list of signees on signing day
was Stone Mountain, Ga., running back/wide
receiver Corey Adums, who still has somo aca-
demic hurdles to clear before OSU can official-
ly tender a scholarship offer (see Recruiting
Outlock, pages 2

Otherwise, though, OSU coach John
Cooper was generally pleased with a recruit-
ing haul that saw the Buckeyes sign five of
Ohios top 10 players, the top three players
from New York, the top player from Kentucky,
one of the top three from West Vinginia, one of
the top six from Michigan and two of the top 356
from talent-rich Florida

“On paper, it is o very solid, athletic class,”
Coopor said. “We feel like its strengths fit our
noods. But making the transition from high
school football to Big Ten football is a huge
adjustment, and it's our job as n coaching stafl’
to now make that transition smoother,”

Here are thumbnail sketchos of the 256 new
Buckeyes, with heighta and weights coming
from OSU's signing day roleaso and players
listed alphabetically.

* Willie Allen, defensive back, Huber
Helghts (Ohio) Wayne — Allen (6-2, 175,
A4.46) was n Division | first-team All-Ohio pick
by The Associated Press. He was rated the No
4 defensive back
prospect and the
No. 27 overall
prospect  in  the
Midwest by
SuperPrep. He was
ranked 31st overall
in the stato by The

Ohio Football

Recruiting News.
He helped

Wayne reach the

Division 1 state title
game and finish 13-
2. During the regu-
lar season, he was second on the team in tacks
lea and had two interceptions and five fum-
bles coused at free safety. As a junior at
Trotwood-Madison, he had B0 tackles, two
interceptions and returned two kicks for
scores. Ho is qualified academically with a 3.0
GPA and a 17 on the ACT. He picked OSU
over Miami (Ohio)

+ B, Barve, defensive back, Toledo
Whitmer — Barre (6-1, 185, 4.5) was ranked
as Ohio's 16th-beat prospect by TOFRN. He
comnmitted o OSU
April 24 alter receiv-
ing an early offer. He
was not included on
OS50 initial list of
signees because his
maothier, who was out
of state on signing
day, still needed to
sign off on the letter
bofore the school
could publicize his
name

He projects as a
safoty, where he
intercepted five passes as a junior. As a senior,
he did most of his damage at tailback. He
rushed for 1,246 yards as a senior. He is qual-
ified with a 2.8 GPA and a 22 on the ACT.

Willie Allen

: "‘“t"iii?-m

B.J. Barre
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RECRUITING WRAP-UP: THE SIGNEES

OSU Covers Map To Cover Needs

New Class Of Bucks Includes Top
Talent From A Number Of States

* Bobby Britton, dofensive back,
dacksonville (Flu.) Raines — Britton (5-11,
176, 4.4) waas rated the No. 14 cornerback
prospect in the country by Rivals100.com
Recruiting, Ho wans ranked as the No, 6
athlete in  the
Florida Super 75
by the Jackson-
ville (Fla.) Times
Union,

Britton played
primarily at
receiver ns n
senior, catching 47
passes and scoring
eight touchdowns,
He had three
interceptions as
senlor for an 8.3
playofl team. He
picked off three more and had over 40
tackles as a junior. He committed to OSU
in December over Notre Dame and
Goorgin Tech. He bonsts an impressive
3.67 GPA nnd was awaiting his firat ACT
BCOTS.

« Jason Caldwell, tight end,
Mentor, Ohio = Caldwell (6-6, 266, 4.756)
was impressive at OSUs summer camp,
earning a scholarship offer. He committed
to OSU over Michigan, Kentucky, South
Carolina and several SEC schools at mid-
senson.

Caldwell played only two years of high
school football and earned the starting nod
s a senior. He fin-
ished his senior
yoar with 20 recep-
tions for 210 yards
and five touch-
downs. He waa
rated the No. 26
prospect in  the
state by TOFRN,
He also competea
in baskoetball and
track and field. In
1968, he was the
state runner-up in
the discus (177-7)
and placed seventh in the shot put (54.6)
He holdas n 3.0 GPA and seored a 24 on the
ACT.

¢ Brandon “Bam” Childress, defen-
sive back, Bedford (Ohio) Chanel —
Childress (6:10, 175, 4.45) carned Ohio's
Mr, Football award as voted by The
Associated Press. He was also the Division
V defensive player of the year and a first-
team All-Ohio selection. Ho was rated
Ohio's 10th-best prospect by TOFRN. He
committed to OSU Dec. 9 over USC,
Purdue and Minnesota

He was a two.way starter at receiver
and cornerback for the top-ranked
Firebirds, who went 13-1 and reached the

Jason Caldwell

state semifinals. He finished his senior

yoar w_illl 41 catches for 754 yards and 11
touchdowns. He also returned two kickoffs
and two punts for touchdowns. He finished
his career with 3,663 kickoff return yards,
2,707 punt return yards and 2,776 receiv-
ing yards off 151 receptiony. He also inter-
copted 12 passes in his carcer. He aver-
aged 20 points per game in basketball his
junior year for a team that won the
Division II1 state championship. He holds
a 2.6 GPA and scored a 17 on the ACT.

¢ Marco Cooper, linebacker,
Dotroit Cass Tech — Cooper (6-2, 235,
4.48) in likely OSU's most decorated

recruit, earning
first-team  USA
Today  All-USA
honors as a senior.
He was also a
member of the
Rivals100.com top
100 list and Alls
Amorican  team.
He was the No. 4
pick overall in the
Detroit Free Preas

Marco Cooper

Best of the
Midwest survey. Ho picked OSU over
Tennessee, Georgin, Minnesota and

Purdue on Jan, 31

In 11 games as a senior, Cooper had 118
tackles, 22 tackles for loss, four flumblo recov:
eries and three forced fumbles, He had 114
tacklos as a junior. He benches 340 pounds
Coopor holds o 28 GPA and scored an 18 on
the ACT.

* John Hollins, wide receiver, Huber
Heights (Ohio) Wayne — Holling (6.2, 186,
4.6) was a Division I first team All-Ohio pick.
He was rated the
stato’s 18th-best
player by TOFRN
and the fourth-best
receiver  in the
Midwest by
SuperPrep. He com-
mitted to OSU dur-
ing the summer
camp
Hollins finished
his senior season
with 61 receptions
for 1,220 yards and
17 touchdowns for
the Diivision I state runner-up squad. He also
started a8 o defensive back. He holds a 28
GPA and scored a 20 on the ACT,

* Josh Huston, kicker, Findlay, Ohio
= Huston (6-2, 190, 4.6) was a Division I sec-
ond team All-Ohio selection. He was rated the
No. 10 Jdcking prospect in the nation by
Rivals100.com and the No. 3 kicking prospect
in the Midwest by
BuperPrep, He com-
mitted to OSU over

ohn Hollins

Bowling  *Green,
Loulsville and
Maryland

He was 67 of 60
on PATw this year
and 84 of B8 in his
carcer. He put 67 of
his 79 kickoffs into
the end zone for
touchbacks. He
was 9 of 16 on fleld
goals with a sea.
son-long kick of 43 yards, All of his misses
ware 47-vards or longer, Inside 456 yards,
he was 17 of 18 over his career. He holds a
3.2 GPA and scored a 21 on the ACT and
1060 on the SAT

¢« Harlen Jacobs, defensive back,
Atlanta Douglnss — Jacoba (6-2, 185,
4.456) became the final member of OSU's
2000 recruiting class, committing to the
Buckeyes on signing day over LSU, Wake
Forest and Louisville. He was rated the
No., 36 cornerback prospect in the nation
by Rivals100.com

He totaled 50 tackles, 16 passes broken
up and four interceptions for a 10.2 playoff
team in his senlor year after gotting five
interceptions in his junior year. Jacobs
would be a cover corner. He holds a 2.5
GPA and scored an 850 on the SAT,

* Michaol Jonkins, wide rocelver,
Tampa (Fla.,) Leto = Jenkina (6-5, 200,
4.45) was rated Florida's No. 22 prospect
and the No. 24 best skilled athlete
prospect in the nation by SuperPrep. In

Josh Huston

the Florida Super 76 list by the
Jacksonville (Fla.) Times Union, he was
rated as the No. 2

athlete in the
state. Jenkins
picked OSU in
January over
Georgin Tech,
Notre Dame and
Virginia Tech.
He will play
receiver, but  he
rotated  betwoen -
running bick, .
o ‘l':d ;:::h Michael Jenkins
school. He carried

the ball 60 times for 600 yards and also had 16
recoptions for 325 yards as o senior. He scored
nine TDs. As a junior, he had 26 receptions for
480 yurds and 11 touchdowna. He also totaled
88 wckles, four fumble recoveries and four
intercoptions on defonse as a senior. He has a
3.77 GPA with a 17 on the ACT and an 890 on
the SAT.

For more on Jenkins, soe the profile on
page 20,

* Branden Joe, running back,
Westerville (Ohio) South = Joo (6-2, 230,
4.5) was a Division 1 first-team All-Ohio pick
He was rated the No. 10 prospect in Ohio by
TOFRN and was
rated the No 7
prospect in  the
Midwest by the The
Detroit Free Press.
o was rated the
No. 23 running back
in the nation by
Rivals100.com. Joe
picked OSU over
Penn State,
Michigan, Purdue,
Notre Dame and
CGeorgin Tech.

As a senior, Joo
rushed for 1,226 yards and 11 touchdowna. He
started at both running back and linebackor.
As  junior, he gained 620 yards rushing in six
games bofore broaking his foot. Ha is also an
excellent baseball player. Joo s sot academi-
cally with a 2.8 GPA and a 20 on the ACT.

* Larry Kinnard, offensive lineman,
Allinnes, Ohio — Kinnard (6.7, 206, 6.1)
was the first player to commit for the Class
of 2000, picking OSU over Indiana and
Michigan on
March 8 He waa
rated Ohio’s ninth-
best prospect by
TOFRN and the
No. 3 line prospect
in the Midwest by
SuperPrep.

Kinnard is the
sop  of former
National Footall
League player
Larry Kinnard Sr.,
who spent time
with the Miami
Dolphins and the Baltimore Colts, The
younger Kinnard has massive size, good
balance, quick feet and long arms, Ho is
also the starting center on the basketball
team. He holds a 2.6 GPA but must
improve on a 16 on the ACT.

* Andrew Lee, wide receiver,
Columbus Brookhaven — Loe (6.2, 106,
4.45) was rated Ohio’s 15th-best player by
TOFRN and the No. 6 receiver in the
Midwest by SuperPrep. He committed to
08U early in the season after an impres-
sive summer eamp, where ho logged a 40-
inch wvertical leap. He also considered
Purdue, Pitt and Cincinnati

He comes from the same high school as
OBU great and Biletnikoff winner Terry

Branden Joe

Larry Kinnard
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Glenn. As a sonior,
Lee had 30 recop:
tions for 667 yards
and soven touch-
downs, He also
played defensive
back, In his junjor
year at Columbus
Weat, he played
quarterback  and
passod for BSG yards
while rushing for
905 yarda, He holds
a 2.6 GPA and recently upped his ACT score
from 15 to 19 to qumlify.

* Sam Multlonmla. running huch.
Harrison, N.Y, = Maldonado (6-2, 215,
4.6) is n unanimous All-American selec
tion, earning second-team All-USA honors
from USA Today.
He was rated the
No. 1 running
back prospect in
tho nation and a
first  toam All-
American by
Rivals100.com
SuperPrep listed
him No. 1 in New
Yark, No. 3 among
all running backs
and 36th overall
nationally. He
picked OSU over
Syracuse.

Maldonado is one of only 30 players in
prep football history to rush for over 7,000
carecr yards. Ho finished his carcor with
7,681 yards rushing and 99 touchdowns
As o senior, his team won the Class B state
champlonship, He rushed for over 3,200
yards and 38 TDs as o senior, He admitted
to BSB that his core GPA was a low 1.7,
But he boasts a 960 on the SAT, a mark
that would allow him to qualify on the alid-
ing scale with just a 2.15 GPA.

* Thomas Matthows, linebacker, Ft,
Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard — Matthews
(6-1, 2056, 4.5) was n player who came out
of nowhere to merit, first, a visit and, final-
Iy, a scholarship offer. His Jan. 14 visit to
OSU was his first, although Georgia Tech
and Vanderbilt had some interest. He was
originally scheduled to soo Bethune-
Cookman Jan. 21, Vandy, Boston College,
Oregon and lowa were among o group of
schools that had offered. He committed to
OSU during the visit

He tallied over 140 tackles with five
games with 15 or more as a senior. He
could be either a linebacker or safety as a
senior, Matthews is qualified with a 3.0
GPA and a 910 on the SAT.

¢ Rick MeFaddon, quarterbaclk,
Struthers, Ohio = McFadden (6-7, 205,
4.856) was a Division IV first-team All-Ohio
pick and was rated 21st in the state by
TOFRN. Ho was rated the No. 2 quarter-
back prospect in
the Midwest by
SuperPrep He
picked OSU over
West Virginia in
Decombor

He finiahed
seventh In the
state with 2,056
passing yards. He
alse  threw 20
touchdown passes
As a junier, he
threw for over
1,700 yards and
16 touchdowns with just three intercep-
tions. This left-handed thrower is also an
oxcellent basketball player. He holds a 3.2
GPA and scored a 21 on the ACT.

¢ Jamal Muhammad, linebacker,
Stone Mountain, Ga, = Muhammad (6+
1, 230, 4.6) wan a Class AAA first-toam All.
Georgia selection, He played fullback and
middle linebacker. He committed to OSU
June 14, picking the Buckeyes over
Maryland, Michigan State, Florida,

Andrew Lee

Sam Maldonado

Rick McFadden

Now York

Arkansas and
Florida State.

He finished
with over 1560
tackles with six
sacks and one
intercoption as a
senior, He rushed
for aver 400 yards
as a blocking full-
back. As a junior,

he totaled 128

tackles with 10 Jamal
sacks and ono Muhammad
interception. He

benches 400 pounds, holds a 2.5
scored n 1000 on the SAT.

* Shane Olivea, offensive lineman,
Cedarburst (N.Y.) Lawrence = Olivea
(6-5, 315, 5.0) is & two-time first team All-
solee:
tion. He was rated
the No. 3 player

GPA and

overall in New
York and the
nation's 10th-best
lineman by

SuperPrep. Hoe
committed to OSU
after originally
committing to
Georgin Tech.

This four-year
starter on  both
the offensive and defensive lines combines
size, apeed, quickness and agility. Olivea,
who benches 405 pounds, holds a 2.67
GPA and scored a 19 on the ACT.

* Terry Pogue, running back,
Dayton Colonel White — Pogue (6.2,
220, 4.5) was the Ohio Division 11 offen-
sive player of the yoar by The Associated
Press. He was rated Ohio's seventh:best
prospect by TOFRN. He committed to
OSU Inst summer during camp, picking
the Buckeyes over Michigan, Michigan
State, West Virginia and Indiana.

He finished fourth in the state with
182 pointa off 20 touchdowns and four
two-point converaions in his senior year
He also rushed for 1,903 yards and was
named the Dayton Public Schools League
player of the year. As a junior, he rushed
for 1,317 yards. He started at both run-
ning back and inside linebacker. Pogue
holds a 2.6 GPA but must improve on a 16
on the ACT

* Robert Reynolds, linebacker,
Bowling Green, Ky, — Reynolds (64,
223, 4.6) was rated the No. 1 proapect
from the state of
Kentucky and the
nation's No. 4
linebacker by
SuperPrep. He

Shane Olivea

committed to
08U  Jan. 24,
picking the
Buckoeyes over
Michigan, Tenn-
essee, Virginia

and Miami (Fla.)

Reynolds fin-
ished his senior
yoar with 99 tackles, 14 tackles for loss,
nine aacks and one interception. He
earned all-state honors after his senior
and junior seasons. He played much of his
senior season with a broken hand., As a
junior, he totaled 180 tackles, 21 tackles
for loas and 156 sacks, He finished his high
school career with 468 tackles, 39 tackles
for loss, 20 sacks, 16 fumble recoveries
and two interceptions, He has a 2.9 GPA
and scored a 19 on the ACT.

* Darrion Scott, linebacker,
Charleston, W.Va, — Scott (6-3, 244, 4.7)
i rated the No. 3 player in West Virginia
and the nation's 26th-best linebacker by
SuperPrep. He was rated the No. 18 line-
backer prospect in the country by
Rivals100.com. He wns also a twostime

Robert Reynolds

all-state selection. He committed to OSU
June 21 after returning from the summer
camp, picking the
Buckoyes over
Georgia, West
Virginia, Michigan
State, Pitt and
Marshall,

As o senior, he
had 133 tackles, 10
sacks and four
interceptions (two
roturnoed for
scores) for a playoll
team. He also
rushod for 1,618
yards and scored 16 TDs on offense. As a
Jundor, he finished the season with 133 tack-
les and nine tackles for loss, and he rushed
for 1,291 yards, He was also a second team
all-state pick as a baskotball player. He
holds a 3.1 GPA but needs to improve on a
16 on the ACT.

* Will Smith, defensive end, Utlca
(N.Y.) Proctor = Smith (6-3, 230, 4.6) waa
rated the No. 2 player in New York and the
No. 13 defensive line prospect in the nation
by SuperPrep. He
wis also n
Rivalal00.com top
100 pick, ranking
seventh nationally
among all defensive
linemen. He plcked
05U Jan. 17 over

Darrvion Scott

Miami (Fla.),
Michigan, Virginia
Tech and Boston

College.

Ho finishod his
senior year with 66
tackles, 20 tackles for loss, 13 sacks and threo
forced fumbles in just seven games. He also
caught 15 passes at tight end. He was second
team all-atate as a junior when he totaled 111
tackles, 20 tackles for loas, 16 sacks and six
blocked kicks. Smith, who benches 330
pounds, should qualify with a 2.8 GPA and an
540 on the SAT.

* Alex Stepanovich, offensive llrl.n-
man, Berea, Ohio = Stepanovich (6-6, 270,
5.0) wan rated Ohics third-best player by
TOFRN. He was also tabbed as the nation's
23rd-best offensive lineman by SuperPrep
and 17th nationally by Rivals100.com. He
ranked as the No, 19 overall prospect in the

Will Smith

" Midwest by The Detroit Free Press. He com-

mitted to OSU last May,
Buckeyes over Michigan

He was a two-way starter at offensive
jruard and defensive end. He had 14 sacks
and 68 tackles as o junior. His brother Nick is
n varsity wrestler at OSU and Alex, himself,
is a standout prep heavyweight. He holds a
3,0 GPA and scored a 19 on the ACT,

* Alphonso Townsend, defensive line-
man, Lima (Ohio) Senior — Townsend (6-
G, 280, 4.76) was a Division | first-team All-
Ohio selection by The Associated Pross, He
was rated the sixth-best player in Ohio by
TOFRN. He is rated the No. 1 defonsive line
prospect in the Midwest and No. 26 in the
nation by SuperPrep. Townsend is also n
Rivals100.com top
100 salection. He
committed to OSU
on April 21, picking
the Buckeyes over
Florida State and
soveral other
schools

He suffered a
broken toe n Week
7 of his senior yoar

picking the

but has already
returned for basket-  Alphonso
ball season. As & Townsend

junior, he had B0

tacklos, 16 tackles for loss and six sacks
Townsend, nicknamed “Biggie,” holds a 25
GPA but must improve on a 15 on the ACT.

* Juck Tucker, linobacker, Cerritos
(Calif.) Community College — Tucker (61,
235, 4.7) i olready enrollod at Ohio State
after transferring in at the start of the winter
quarter. He was
ranked ns the
nation's sixth-best
Junior college player
overall b
SuperPrep. He also
oarned pocond team
All-America honors
by J.C. Grid-Wire.

He totaled 120
tackles in helping
lead his team to an
8.3 record and a
Strawberry Bowl
berth. The year before, he earned first toam
all-conference honars with 114 total tack-
les. Ho attended Kennedy High Schoal in
Cypress, Calif., whero he was a firat toam
All-CIF selection his senior year of high
school.

Jack Tucker

5211
Street

gal:ntal T

North High

' Wiy bl

Phone:
888-9699
Fax:

«Cuslom Awards

‘Logos: Plaques- Trophles
-Medals & Ribbons
‘Promational Producls
Glass Elching
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‘Nametags
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888-9940
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