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Geiger: ‘Deteriorating
Climate’ Behind Move

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Andy Geiger wis hoping Ohio State’s experience st the Outback
Bowl would lead to a “renewal” for the school's embattied football pro-
gram.

Instead, the weeks leading up to the game and the contest itself —
n 247 loss to South Caroling — were examples of everything the OSU
athletie director belioved had gone wrong with the program,

1n the hours after the Jan. 1 bawl game, Geiger decided it was time
to make o change and buy out the remaining three years on head
conch John Cooper'’s contract, OSU President \lmlmm “Brit” Kirwan
concurred, and oarly on the morning of Jan. 2 Geiger informed Cooper
e wins being reliovet] of his duties.

Golger said at his pross conforence later in the day that the deci-
gion did not hinge on the Outback Bowl.

“1 would say, though, that yesterday was a capstone of what we've
soen of o deterfornting climate within the football program,” he said.
“There were conoerns about discipline, competitiveness and academ-
ie pursuita — a whole series of things. | thought yesterday's perfor-
mance was proportionally an exhibit of all those things.”

The move ended Coopor's 13-year reign ws OSU's conch and immae-
diately touched off speculation on his successor. Namea loading the
hunt included Pittsburgh's Walt Harris, Minnesota's Glen Mason,
Youngstown State's Jim Tressel and OSU assistant head coach Frod
Pagne (soe story, pages 16-17).

Continued On Page 15

ML WAL SAMAN
S0 LONG — With his wife, Helen, by his side,
John Cooper addresses reporters just hours
after he was relieved of his duties as Ohio State
head coach Jan. 2, In 13 years at OSU, Cooper
posted a 111-43-4 record.
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STEVE HELWAGEN
THE END — Ohio State athletic
director Andy Geiger speaks dur-
ing the Jan. 2 press conference
that saw him announce the firing
of head coach John Cooper.

OSU Fires Cooper

Dismissal
Stuns 13-Year
Head Coach

By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Welter

Loss of control of the Ohio State foots
ball toam ultimately meant loas of a job
for John Cooper.

The man who had guided the
Buckeyes' gridiron fortunea for 13 sea-
sons was sacked Jan. 2, less than 24
hours after his team's lacklustor 24-7
loss to South Carolina in the Outback
Bowl,

Athletic director Andy Geiger said it
wasn't necessarily the loss to the
Gumecocks but an overall “deteriorat-
ing climate” in the program that gave
Cooper his walking papers,

Even with the loss, however, Cooper
waid he never saw the firing coming. He
fully intended to captain the Buckeyes'
ship, at loast lhrmgh the 2001 season.

I was shocked,” Cooper said at a
pross conference the evening of his ter-
mination. “It was unexpected. 1 thought
I would coach one more year, at least |
hoped that.”

Now he won't have that opportunity.

“I would have loved to conch here nt
least one more yoar,” Cooper said. “At
one time my gonl was to win 200 foot-
ball games, and certainly I'm not going
to do that now, At least not here at Ohio
State. I love Ohio State and I'll always
be a Buckeye.”

What precisely sot the wheels in
motion to ax Cooper isn't known, but
numerous off-field incidents, two sub-
par seasons coming on the heels of two
runs at the national championship and
repeated academic problems likely sped
the machine,

Cooper finishes his Ohio State carcer
with a record of 111-43-4, with three
shared Big Ten titles and one Rose Bowl
appearance.

The lack of tripa to the left coast,
three wins in 11 bowl appearances and
a 2-10-1 mark against hated rival
Michigan by themselves might not have
gona Cooper in. But they sure didn't

ol
Wlmt can | say that hosn't been
anid? 1 would have loved to beat
Michigan every time we played them,”

Continued On Page 14




By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Hports Bulletin Staff Writer

While the firing of John Cooper as
Ohio State head conch impacted those
close to the football program, there also
waore others who felt the ripple effecta —
the Buckeyea' verbal commitments,

OSU had 13 verbals prior to Cooper
being let go Jan. 2, and while they all
expreasod rogret about the coach's firing,
very fow sound as if they're ready to bolt
for another school.

Cooper felt the timing of the firing
more than the firing itself was bad, stat-
ing it might have a negative lmpm:t on
this year's recruiting hau

“I hope all of the recruits come here,”
he said. “The ones that we have commit-
ted, hopefully they didn't commit just
because of John Cooper,

“All these local players, there’s an
opportunity for them to play and for
their families to watch them and come to
practice.”

Athletic director Andy Geiger admit-
ted that the timing may not have been
the easiest to deal with, but there was
definitely some thought behind the move.

“Decigions like this are not made with
o short view,” he said. “They are made
with a long view. Timing is awkward but
we'll have to move forward with the deci-
sion we made,

“Clearly, the timing is not perfect. We
are recruiting and we will continue to
recruit. The assistant coaches are still
part of The Ohio State University foot-
ball stall until any decision is made oth-
orwise. We will continue to have recruit-
ing weekonds and work ot it.”

OSU  reeruiting coordinator Bill
Conley admitted that it's not easy to host
recruits and keep them sold on Ohio
State when there's no head coach in
place,

But all he can continue to do is his job,
pelling the school as beat he can.,

“Right now, as coaches, we're calling
the guys we've recruited and have com-
mitments from and trying to keep them,
a8 you say in recruiting, ‘in the boat,'” he
said. “Hopefully theyll stay in the boat.

“You don't know who the head coach is
going to be. Again, from the indication
that we've got from our athletic director,
those commitments will be honored. But
he's really le person who makes that
call right now.”

In whntmuldbnngoodlun.the
Buckeyes welcomed a 14th verbal com-
mitment over the weekend of Jan. b
when Cincinnati Moeller tight end Ryan
Hamby visited and committed despite
the lack of a head coach, (For more on
Hamby, see Recruiting Outlook on pages
8-11.)

Buckeye Sports Bulletin contacted
Ohio State's verbal commitments. Here
in n look ot how they feel about their
doecisions and about the firing of John

Cooper.

* Redgie Arden, linebacker,
Ironton, Ohio — Arden admitted that
he was taken aback by the decision, but
he sounded like he'll stand firm and sign
with the Buckeyes on signing day.

“I'm just basically waiting to see who
they'll bring in," he said. “I was pretty
disappointed to see Coach Cooper fired.
My parents talked to Coach Conley
about it and they were a little upset. But
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Few Recruits Sound Like They’ll Renege On OSU

it shouldn't affect my decision much.”

* Rodney Carter, wide receiver,
Columbus Brookhaven — Assuming
he makes grades, Carter plans to become
n Buckeye. However, he's been unnerved
by these recent events enough that he
isn't ruling out other options.

“I was still planning on coming to
Ohio State,” he said. “But I'm real con-

cerned about who

the next conch is
going to be. I it's

Coach (Walt)
Harris, Conch
(Bob) Stoops or
Conch {Glen)

Muason, then I'm
fine. If it's some-
one else I might
open it back up. 1
want to see some-
one who really
wanta to spread
the ball.”

Carter snid that Pittsburgh, Michignn
State, Toledo and Akron have turned up
the heat in recent days, and he's just bid-
ing his time before giving any sort of
prnuu.nofnvilll.l.n those schools.

* Angelo Chattams, wide receiver,
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne — This
standout receiver ndmitted that he is got-
ting overtures from Michigan, Michigan
State, Purdue, Northwestern and
Alobama. Ho is.scheduled to visit OSU
over the woeekend of Jan. 12, though.

“I don't want to go there without them
having a coach,” Chattams said in pub-
lished reports. *I might start looking at
some other schools. When [ committed to
Ohio State, I committed to Coach Cooper
and his stafl*

Chattams put a vote in for Pitt's offen-
sive-minded Harris.

* Ryan Cook, offensive lineman,
Martinsville, Ind. — Cook wasn't
happy with the decision but understood
that it's the climate in college football. He
remaing rock solid on his commitment,

"My commitment was to Ohio State,
not to John Cooper,” Cook said. “If you
don't produce, something like this is
going to happen. You've got to beat your
rival.”

* Dustin Fox, defensive back,
Canton (Ohio) GlenOak — Fox was
very happy to commit to Cooper, but now
that Cooper’s out, the race for his ser-
vices may open up again. He intends to
take an official visit to OSU Jan. 13-14
and may pay a visit to Penn State, where
his brother Derek played in the defen-
aive backfield.

“Coach Pug (Fred Paguc) called and
said the visit is still on,” Fox told BSB.
“I'm totally up in the air. There's a lot of
mixed emotions right now. Idan‘uully
foel like a Buckeye right now.”

Fox would like to see Ohio State go
after someone with experience and was
excited by initinl reporta that OSU might
chase Oklahoma coach Bob Stoope.

“I don’t know what kind of shot t.hey
have, but I'd play for him in a second,” he
said,

* Simon Fraser, defensive end,
Upper Arlington, Ohio — A vital part
of the Golden Hears' state title team,
Fraser is standing firm with his commit-
ment, He, too, was stunned by Cooper's
firing.

“I was completely taken by surprise,”
Fraser said. “When you think of Ohio
State football, Woody Hayes comes up

Rodney Carter

right away and then, for me, probably
John Cooper because he's been the coach
there almost my whole life.

“Coach Conley called the night it hap-
pened and reassu  J me 1 still have
scholarship, I'm st very much commit-
ted to Ohio State.

“I don't see me changing my position
at all, I'm sure theyll bring in a great
coach who's high-profile.”

Fraser recounted going through a
similar situntion at UA when coach
Kerry Hodakievic left for Canton
MeKinley.

“It turned out we got an even better
guy (Darrell Mayne) to prepare ua for the
statea,” snid Fraser, who helped UA win
its first Division 1 state title this past
season. “So you nevor know what fate
may bring you,

Fraser said if there's a coach in place
by Ja.n 12, he'll visit OSU at that time.

+ Brandon MeKinney, defensive
lineman, Dayton Chunl.nndo-
Julienne — McKinney is still set on
08U but said several schools have con-
tacted him.

“I'm still totally committed to Ohio
State, but it's got me thinking about if
it's the right choice,” McKinney told The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer, “Cooper get-
ting fired could cause a lot of commotion
up there.”

* Adam Olds, offensive l.i.nmnn,
Dublin (Ohio) Coffman — Olds wasn't
completaly caught off-guard by the firing
and he has reaffirmed his pledge to
become a Buckeye.

“Cpach Conley called to say every-
thing is fine and that [ still have a schol-
arship,” he said. *1 told him I'm still com-
mitted. I'm real anxioua to see who they
bring in as the new coach, but that's not
the only reason why I chose Ohio State, I
like the school and the tradition and it's
close to home.”

Olds will try to make an official visit
soon, but he has a wrestling tournament
Jan. 13-14 that could preclude him from
doing so.

* JaJa Riley, running back, San
Diego Mission Bay — See story on
page 12,

* Brandon Schnittker, fullbacl,
Sandusky (Ohio) Perkins — Yet
another player caught off-guard by the
firing, Schnittker said he was choosing
Ohio State for the school, not neceasarily
the coach.

“I wan kind of surprised by the firing,
I guess,” Schnittker said. *I was not
expecting it to happen, but 1 had been
told by different people in the area (like
the local media) that during the time I
was down there that there would be a
coaching change. I believe in the pro-
gram. Good things will come out of it.

Theyll get a good coach and only go up
from here.”

Schnittker said Toledo has reopened
lines of communication, but he's sticking
with Ohio State,

* Jacob Stewart, defensive back,
Ypsilanti, Mich. — Stewart is one of the
few who said he may indeed make him-
sell available to other schools. He is
watching the situation closely.,

“I'm not totally ruling them out, but it
depends on who they got in there,” ho
said when contacted by BSB, “A big fac-
tor ia if the person who recruited me
(linebackers coach Brian Willlama), if
he's still there,”

Stewnrt, who would like to see South
Carolina coach Lou Holtz get the job,
said he plans to visit Michigan, Michigan
State and lowa, though he doesn't have
firm dates yet.

* Andree Tyree, tight end/line-
man, London, Ohloe — The burly pasa
catcher said he may indeed choose to go
elsewhere, but he's not jumping ship
immediately. He wanta to see whom Ohio
State is going to hire.

He heard the
news out of the
blue while watch-
ing morning tele-
vision the day
after the Outback
Bowl.

“I was very
surprised,” he
naid. “T just woke
up and turned

the TV on. I was
watching  “The
Price Is Right,

and it was breaking news, I was very,
very surprised. There was no prior
information that it was going to happen,

“I don't want to say I have doubts, but
it kind of mnkes me want to have a
backup plan, especially if the assistants
leave. I wanted to play for Ohio State,
but if the assistant coaches all leavo, 1
don't know if I want to be there. If they
stay I see no reason why I wouldn't want
to be there.”

Tyree said that Toledo has ealled but
he hasn't spoken with them. He plans to
take officinl visits to Northwestern and
Michigan State and in trying to set up
visits to Louisville and Miami (Fla.).

* Chris Vance, wide receiver, Fort
Scott (Kan.) Community College —
For an update on Vance, a JUCO trans-
fer already enrolled at OSU, see Ohio
State Insider.

BSB staff members Darrell Dawson,
Steve Helwagen and Jeff Rapp con-
tributed to this report.

~ BSBTODAY
GIVE Us A cALl..:i";
614—486-2202""“’{'




COVER STORY: FIRING STUNS COOPER

Originally Published: Jan. 13, 2001

Cooper: “Andy Had A Job

To Do And He Did It’

Continued From Page 1

Cooper said. “It's tough. Michigan's got
n great program. Same way with the
bowl games. A lot of people in the Big
Ten, including Bo (Schembechler, for-
mer Michigan coach), didn't have a
great record in bowl games,

“We have not done as good a job
against Michigan and in the bowl
gnmu an we would have liked to have

one.”

Understands The Reason

Cooper, himself an athletic director at
Tulsa, knew that Geiger would have some
hard questions staring him in the face
when OSU returned from Tampa, Fla.

In fact, Cooper sounded ready to take
somo steps to remedy the problems,
That's what he thought Geiger was get-
ting ready to do when he showed up
around 9 a.m. Tuesday morning.

Maybe o coaching staff shake-up,
similar to the one that happened last
off-season whoen Mike Jacobs and
Shawn Simms were let go, was in the
works.

There was a coaching shake-up all
right — the ultimate one. In hindsight,
Soop-ur understands why Geiger did the

ved

“It's not unusual for an athletic direc-
tor to come in and make changes and
et his people in position,” Cooper said.
“It hoappens, Andy and I have worked
here for the last six years, but I'd be
lying to you if I thought it wasn't a mat-
ter of time until he got his guy in here.

“lI don't want it to sound like I'm
shooting flames at Andy. Andy had a job
to do and he did it, He's been good from
that standpoint, allowing me to hire
good football conches and to keep them.
For that I'm grateful.”

Cooper was expected to collect o $1.8
million buyout for the remaining three
years on his contract,

Cooper said he could, with the right
offer, stay in coaching. But it would
have to be “an unusual situation.” He
snid he wouldn't be an assistant, and
he's not going to a poor program just to
build it up.

Originally hired from Arizona State
after, among other things, he defeated
Michigan in the 1987 Rose Bowl, Cooper
slowly rebuilt an Ohio State program
that had seen its talent erode and big
wina become fewer and fewer.

But it was soon evident that Cooper
had a fow strikes against him.

Cooper was rumored to be on the way
out two other times — after a horrid 23-
11 loss to Air Force in the 1990 Liberty
Bowl and after falling to Penn State in
Happy Valley 63-14 in 1994, In the latter
instance, Cooper rallied the troops and
05U won ita final three games, including
0 22-6 stoning of the Wolverines,

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables
Volume | and Il
“The Perfect Gift”

Available At Your Favorite Book Store

Cooper also was from Tennessoe, and
many never let him forget that. He was-
n't about “Buckeye tradition,” though he
#aid he learned to love Columbus and
what Ohio State football stood for.

“I came here because of the great
opportunities for a football coach,” ho
said. “It's been a privilege and an honor
for me to coach these groat players and
work with the assistants I've had at
such a great institution.”

Cooper took issue with the state-
ments that his team didnt conduct
itself well on the field.

“In my opinion there was not loss of
control,” he said, I cannot think of an
off-the-field problem we had on our foot-
ball team this year. I've been here 13
years and [ don't think we've had a lot
of off-the-field problems. We've had
some, and one is one too many as far as
I'm concerned. | think we've got a bunch
of good kids on this football team.*

Cooper can be forgiven for not want-
ing to paint his team as ruffians, but
not knowing there were problemas, some
believe, is tantamount to condoning
what went on, He eventually admitted
that discipline may have been a tad lax,

“I don't like penalties any more than
anybody else does,” he said, noting that
Ohio State was second in the league in
penalties to Northweatern, “Does there
need to be more discipline on this foot-
ball team? Absolutely.”

Future Comes Quickly

Since Cooper thought he'd be around
at least one more season — the lan-
gunge in his contract gave him the
option of coaching through 2001, and
then if he so desired taking a position
with Ohio State that hadn't been deter-
mined — he didn't really know what to
say when someone asked him what he'd
do in the mornings now that he had all
this free time.

“Il find something,” he smiled.
“Maybe shovel the snow. I told (daugh-
ter) Cindy that she had a free baby sit-
ter now.”

Cooper won't forget why he got into
coaching in the firat place.

“One of the great satisfactions you
get out of being a colloge football conch
is seeing these guys come from leas priv-
ileged situations and have an opportu-
nity to go to college,” he said. *1 got into
coaching o long time ago with the iden
of helping people. I think I did that.”

He said the catealls and vitriol he
heard from the fans comes with the ter-
ritory, and it won't be any different for
his replacement.

*“I think 95 percent of the people here
have been great to me,” Cooper said.
*There are somo people in this town
that nobody’s going to please. Coach
(Woody) Hayea didn't please them,
Coanch (Earle) Bruce didn't please them,
Eldon Miller didn't please them, Fred
Taylor didn't please them, And the next
coach is not going to please them.”

Upon reflection, Cooper said he’ll do
whatever is asked — if anything is — by
the next coach.

He sounded like a man with few
regrota,

“We've had 13 good years here, we
won o lot of games,” Cooper said, "We

BCOTT DAOCKWEY

FINAL MONTH — OSU coach John Cooper, pictured during the
New Year's Day Outback Bowl, found himself at the center of
controversy throughout the month of December leading up to
the bowl game.

Here |s a look at the series of events from late November on that culminat-
ed in John Cooper's firing as OSU football coach on Jan. 2,

* Nov. 1B — Three OSU Interceptions pave the way for Michigan to take a
38-26 win in Columbus, dropping Cooper’'s record at OSU against the Maize
and Blue to 2101, ]

» Nov. 20 — OSU accepts a bid to play in the Outback Bowl. Later that day,
05U President Willlam *Brit® Kirwan and athletic director Andy Geiger take
turns pralsing Cooper and the Buckeyes during the team's awards banquet.

* Dec. 11 — The NCAA reveals its latest graduation rate data, placing the
0SU football program at 28 percent for the fouryear entry period of 1990-93,
That figure is last inthe Big Ten by 13 percent. -

* Dec. 19 — Cooper suspends senlor recelver Reggie Germany for the
Outback Bowl after he falls to pass any fall quarter classes. At the same Ume,
word leaks that as many as 23 players were In danger of losing their eligibili-
ty with their fall showing.

« Dec. 20 — Senlor recelver Ken-Yon Rambo appears at the last practice in
Columbus with a cast on his left hand. Rambo Initially told reporters he fell on
the hand In practice, but word later leaks out that he Injured it In a playful lock-
er room exchange with freshman running back Sam Maldonado.

= Dec. 26 — Senlor running back Derek Combs arrives in Tampa, Fla., at 10
p.m, — elght hours after the reporting time. His arrival was not a result of trav-
el delays. Rather, he set his itinerary to arrive late and failed to change it.
Cooper replaces Combs in the starting lineup with Jonathan Wells.

* Doc. 27 — Sophomore linebacker Matt Wilhelm publicly blasts Rambo for
his conduct as a team captain,

» Dec. 30 — Published reports claim that senior lineman Tyson Walter was
sulng teammate LeCharles Bentley for damages in connection with an alleged
assault during conditioning the previous February. Later that day, Gelger again
stands behind Cooper, saying “there is no connection” betweer these inck
dents and Cooper's control of the program.

* Jan, 1 — The Buckeyes are embarrassed by unranked South Carolina 24-
7. Former Ohlo Mr. Football award winner Ryan Brewer, spurned by Cooper and
0SU, scores three TDs in a game marred by several OSU personal foul penal-
ties and overall lackluster play. ¢

* Jan, 2 — Geiger informs Cooper that the university intends to buy out the
final three years of his contract for the prescribed $1.8 million.

— Complied by Steve Helwagen

love Columbus, and we'll continue to “I will hopefully be at all the games,
make this our home. I will fully support  and they will have no better fan than
the next coaching staflf here at Ohio John Cooper, | can tell you that right
State and do anything 1 can to help. now.”
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Geiger Took Many Factors Into Consideration

Continued From Page 1

“1 would like to have an outstanding
new conch as quickly as we can have an
outstanding new coach,” Geiger said.

Cooper had just signed a new five-year
deal worth at least $1.1 million per year in
September 1999, As part of the terma of
that deal, Cooper was owed a $1.8 million
buyout — three times his base salary of
$200,000 for each of the three years he had
remaining.

It had been a turbulent six weeks for the
program leading up to the Outback Bowl
(see graphic, opposite page). News was
revealod that OSU's mest recent measured
graduation rate, for players entering school
in 1990-93, was a dismal 28 percent.

In addition to that news, the program
also had senior wide receiver Roggie
Gormany suspended for the bowl game due
to academics, senior tailback Derek Combs
roport late to Tampa, Fla, for the bowl
game and linebacker Matt Wilhelm pub-
licly blast senior receiver Ken-Yon Rambo
for his selection as a team captain,

Then two days before the game, news
surfaced that offensive lineman Tyson
Walter was suing teammate LeCharles
Bentloy in connection with an alleged
assault that had occurred during a condi-

joning session last February,

OSU's lnckluster play in the bowl game
—!mmgllmﬂnrkaym at B4 on the year
— was, perhaps, the topper.

“T'm not sure that I would say that loss
of control is the way | summarize it, but I
lhinkldlmmclunnhmdludumlﬂpil
indieated at this point,” said,

Go:g\nr was agked if the comportment of

the players factored as much or more than
the team's 3-4 finish.

*You have to combine outcomea with
how outcomes happen,” he said. “We did
not have a very good fall academic quarter.
To say there was manifest concern would
understate it.

“I had looked forward to the bow] season
as o period of renewal and recovery and a
chance to show we earned the opportunity
to play in that showease, and 1 was disap-
pointed.”

Gelger was then asked if Cooper, his
stafl and players had ignored departmental
directives to improve academically.

1 wnldn‘t say he wamn't getting the
maessage,” Geigor said. “Tho climate just
didn't seam to change.”

Added Kirwan, “For me, | can say it was
not the won-lost rwnnl My concern was
the graduation rate numbers.”

For his part, Cooper was stunnod to seo
his tenure come to an unceremonious end.
However, his comments showed that even
he would have approached 2001 as a *lame-
duck” year, of sorts.

“I was shocked,” Cooper said. “It was
unexpected. 1 thought 1 would coach one
maore year, at least 1 hoped that. My con-
tract was written where I could coach one
more your and then help the university in
other ways. Andy's got a job to do and I
respoct his position.

“We took n foothall team that was picked
to finish cighth in the league to third (actu-
ally fourth) in the conference. But wo made
progroas and there's still some talent left on
this football team "

it Was (Mostly) Academl

Each December, the NCM relonses
updated graduation rate information for its
member schools.

OSU's latest football ranking of 28 per-
cent was down fram 36 percent for the
yoars (1989-92) moasured in last years

STOVE HILWAGEN

EXPLANATION — Ohio State athletic director Andy Geiger is the
center of attention Jan. 2 as reporters ask him about the dismissal
of football coach John Cooper. Everything from academics to dis-
cipline to performance were considered factors in buying out

Cooper's contract.
book. It was also roughly half of the nation-

“We certainly don't like to be toward the
bottom of the Big Ten,” Geiger said. “Wo
aspire to be not only a Big Ten leader but a
national leader.®

When asked what percentage would be
ncceptable, Geiger replied, “Better than
weo're doing.”

Just as bad or worse, roporta leaked out
that no fewer than 23 members of the foot-
hnwmmuweupuuurm%
fall quarter duo to poor showings
players — other than Germany, who
reportedly had a 0.0 GPA for the quarter —
were atill eligible for the OQutback Bowl on
Jan. 1,

But, had the Buckeyes qualified for the
Orange Bowl, played on the first day of
winter quarter classes Jan. 3, nons of those
unidentified players would have been eligi-
ble to

Clurly it waa time for a change, Geigoer

"Mnkn no mistake, these high expecta-
ummnuupmudmlyhywmm
losses, but perhaps moat important, by suc-
cess in the classroom and in building the
character of student-athletes,” Geiger said.

“I am confident we will find just the
right person to carry on this tradition.”

The Decislon Process

In the days leading up to the Outback
Bowl, Geiger publicly maintained firm sup-
port behind Cooper. But, according to
Kirwan, there were growing concerns
behind the scenes,

“The decision had been building, and

* the concerna had been there for some time,”

Kirwan said. “1 think Andy and I were look-
ing to see what direction things would
begin to move,

“I think s assesament after the
(Qutback Bow! was) that the events of the
last three or four weeks had convinced him
that the situation was getting worse.”

Just two days before the ganme, Geiger
had knowledge of the Walter-Bentley law-
suit but atill stood behind his coach.

“Hao is our conch,” Geiger told reporters
Doc, 30, “He has a contract for three more

ears,”

But the winds shifted drastically two
days later as an unmotivated, undisei-
O8SU team was whacked by an
unranked South Carolina squad.

“At the time I talked to you (Dec. 30),
|lwumrfmuuhmthunwould not

n i said. *I have said
many times | believe in stability. 1 don't
like doing what we're doing. I really am
very fond of John . I feel very, very
badly today becnuse of that fellowship I've
felt with him. I have enjoyed working

with him o great deal. This is not the
moat fun thing,

“But 1 was dismayed by things that
happened in and around the Outback
Bowl, the game itself and some of the inci-
dents or non-incidents that happened
during the woek.

“If you look at the fact there were six
woeeks to prepare for that game and there
were mix weoks to work on all kinds of
issues that you and others have raised
and have a competitive performance and
an enthusinstic performance, which we
all hoped for, it certainly did not material-
ize”

Geiger typically joins Cooper for the
postgame preas conference. But he was
nowhere to be found as the coach fended
off questions surrounding his team's per-
formance and his future. In fuct, Geiger
left Tampa's Raymond James Stadium to
get some fresh air.

“I went for a long walk,” Geiger said. *1
caught the charter flight at 8 p.m. At that
time, [ was certainly pretty close to decid-
ing, but I wanted to sleep on it.

*I talked to (Kirwan) that night. We

both agreed we should aleep on it and talk

agnin this moming. We wanted to check

in in the morning and see if we had
the same mind-set and we did.”

When asked if he had to sell Kirwan on
the buyout deal, Geiger replied, *1 would
say the conversations were mutual. The
raelationships here are very close and col-
leginl. 1 report directly to the dent -
and we talk often, We're familiar with
each other from n previous relationship,

“He was encouraging and supported
the decision 1 made.”

As Geiger mot with Cooper at his office
at the Woody Hayes Athletic Center
shortly after 9 a.m. Jan, 2, Kirwan and
his nides were informing OSU's Board of
Trustoees of the decision.

*“The trustecs like to be informed, but
they do not generally try to manage pro-
grama within the university,” Geiger said.
“The president and/or members of hia
stafl consulted with them this morning.”

Here hlbﬁd&t!ﬂ.uwﬂmmnﬂ.“w“h
John Cooper. Included for each year are overall and conference records and bowl
appearance.

Conference Place  Bewl
1077  Tulsa 38 23 ath Nona
1978 Tulsa 92 41 2nd Nane
1979 Tulsa 65 20 N/A None
1980  Tulsa 83 41 ist None
1981 Tulsa 65 51 1st None
1982  Tulsa 101 60 1st None
1083  Tulsa 83 50 1st None
1984  Tulsa 65 50 ist None
1985 Airona State 8B4 52 nd Holiday (L)
1986 Mizona State  10-1-1 511 1st Rose (W)
1987 Arizona State 7441 331 dath Freedom (W)
1988 Ohio State 461 251 Tth None
1989 Ohio State B4 62 3rd (T) Hall of Fame (L)
1990 Ohlo State T41 621 Sth Libarty (L)
1991 Ohio State B4 53 3rd (T) Hall of Fama (L)
1992 Ohio State 831 521 2nd Citrus (L)
1993 Ohlo Stata 1011 G611 1st (T) Holiday (W)
1094 Ohio State 94 62 2nd Citrus (L)
1995 Ohilo State 112 71 nd Citrus (L)
1996 Ohlo State 111 71 1st (T) Rose (W)
1997 Ohlo State 103 62 2nd Sugar (L)
1998  Ohio State 111 T4 18t (T) Sugar (W)
1999 Ohlo State 60 35 Bih None
2000 __Ohio Stpte 84 ] 4h ___Oubock(l)
Cooper At OSU Overall: 111-43-4 (.7T15)
Cooper At 05U Blg Ten Games: 70-304 (. Gl!]
Cooper 24-Yoar Careor Total: 193-83-6 (.606)
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Large Cast Of Candidates Mentioned For Job

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

What happens in Atlanta Jan, 8-10
could go a long way towanrd determining
what will happen in Columbus for the
next several yoars.

08U athletic director Andy Geiger
was in Atlanta at the American Football
Conchea Association convention to
interview one or more candidatea for
the Ohio State head coaching vacancy.

According to reports, Geiger or other
08U officinls had received permission
to interview two outside coaches —
Minnesota’s Glen  Mason  and
Youngstown State's Jim Treasel. Also,
Fred Pagac, a longtime OSU assistant
and the assistant head coach under
John Cooper this past season, figured to
be interviewed.

Two other candidates — Ohio native
Bob Stoops of newly crowned national
champion Oklahoma and former OSU
nssistant Walt Harris of Pittsburgh —
ware getting con-
siderable run for
the OSU job,
although neither
seemeod to be in a
position to for-
mally interview
for the it.

As of press
time, it waa
unclear how
quickly Geiger
and OSU would
sottle on o now .
conch, The athletic director had not
granted interviews since announcing
Cooper's firing on Jan, 2,

“Weo will find somebody that we think
is outstanding to come and lead the
football program,” Geiger said at that
time. “The search is absolutely and com-
plotely wide open. Lot me emphasize we
will try to do this well. If we do it rapid-
ly, that's fine, But that’s not as impor-
tant as doing it well,

“I prefer to be open-minded on this
thing. There is no inside track. I want to
get the lay of the land and learn about
what's possible, It ia an awkward situa-
tion in terms of timing. That may dic-
tate the pool a little bit. We'll have to
800"

Walt Harris

Archie Griffin, an OSU associate
athletic director, was assisting Geiger
in the search and interview process.
They co-chaired an initial search com-
mittee that also included Buckeye play-
ers Steve Bellisari and Joe Cooper,
Board of Trustees chairman George
Skestos, Varsity “0" Association presi-
dent Jefl Logan and faculty members
David Frantz, Susan Hartmann and
Jack Rall,

“Archie and [ will essentially do the
searching,” Geiger said of the commit-
toe, which met Jan. 4. "We will work
with the committee in terms of deciding
where to go with the list.”

Given the parameters of the search,
Geiger spoke in generalities about find-
ing Cooper's successor. He was nsked
whether he would put a premium on a
candidate with Ohio ties,

“I think that is a piece of it, but I
think you can assimilate that, too,”
Geiger said. "An Ohio State connection
would be n positive but not a neceanity.”

He also was askod whether he would

consider hiring from within, namely
Pagne, given the fact that he cited a "dete-
riorating climate® within the program as
the reasan for firing Cooper.

“I don't have any objection or bias
about promoting from within, but I
don't want to speculate about any indi-
vidunl,” he said.

Mason, if hired, would be the first
head coach to move from one Big Ten
school directly to another since Wes
Fesler resigned from OSU after the
1950 season and, weeks later, became
the head coach at Minnesota.

Geiger was asked how he would
approach dealing with a Big Ten mem-
ber school.

“We're going to try to do the very best
job we ecan for The Ohio State
University,” he said. “If that means we
have to negotiate with somebody else in
our (Big Ten) family, we will not be shy
about doing that.

“We will do it in a gentlemanly,
straightforward and aboveboard man-
ner — if that's the direction we decide to
go. I'm not signalling anything by say-
ing that.”

Mot In The

The Running?

The initial front-runner in the OSU
conching derby was Oklahoma's red-hot
Stoops, who, in just his second year
with the Sooners, led them to the
national championship game in the
Orange Bowl,

As news of Cooper's firing broke on
Jan. 2, Stoops wans asked about the OSU
job. He denied intercst, saying he was
trying to concentrate on his team’s Jan.
3 gamo with Florida State, which the
Sooners won 13-2 to clinch their firat
national title since 1985,

The 40-year-old Stoops, n native of
Youngatown, would be a dream candi-
date for Ohio State. He played at Iowa
under Hayden Fry and served on the
staffs at Kent State, Kansas State and
Florida — where he was the defensive
coordinator and nssistant head coach
under Steve Spurrier — before moving
to Norman.

" But it would be extremely hard to
leave the Sooners after winning n
championship, and QU athletic director
Joe Castiglione, angered by reports that
cast a pall over his school's bowl prepa-
ration and victory celebration, has said
he would deny OSU permission to talk
with Stoopa, .

“We're playing in a national champi-
onship game,” Castiglione said. “What
the hell are they thinking? Do they
think he's going to go somewhere else?
He just won the national championship.

“Ohio State’s n great program, but
its not any better than Oklahomn, 1
almost get insulted when people think
we're a ateppingstone to another job.”

Stoops is believed to be the fourth-
highest paid coach in the country with a
total package of $1.45 million. He
received a raise from $675,000 a year in
October on a new deal that runs
through 2005.

A day after the title win, when asked
whether he would listen to OSU if the
school called and if he was intereated,
Stoops replied, “No and no.”

According to published reports,
though, a buyout of Stoops' contract would
not be especially taxing. It would only
take roughly $400,000, one report said.
He has o two-year record of 20-6 at QU,

PAST AND FUTURE? — Minnesota
coach Glen Mason (right) speaks with
08U coach John Cooper before kick-

off of their 1999 game in

Metrodome. Mason, an OSU alum and
aggistant under Woody Hayes and
Earle Bruce, was a name often linked

to the OSU coaching vacancy.

Likewise, Harris, 64, had thrown up
the roadblocks to entering any type of
formal interview process for the Ohio
State job.

However, he remains fondly remem-
bered in the hearts of OSU fans for his
work with Buckeye quarterbacks Bobby
Hoying, Joe Germaine and Stanley
Jackson over the 1996-96 seasons,
where OSU won a combined 22 games,
including the 1997 Rose Bowl.

*I think there is nobody better than
Walt Harris for the job,” Germaine told
The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer Jan. 2. “To
me, in my career, Conch Harris is one of
the most influential coaches I've had.
He would bring a lot of good things to
the table. They definitely would not go
wrong by hiring him.*

In 1996, Geiger and Cooper offered
Harris the offensive coordinator’s job
and, many believe, also the title of
assistant head coach to try to entice him
to stay. But the lure of a head coaching
job was too much to resist.

In four seasons at Pitt, Harris is 20-
26. Hin first team was 6-6 and reached
the Liberty Bowl. Then, after 2-9 and 5-
6 campaigns the next two years, Pitt
was 7-5 this year and reached the
Insight.com Bowl. His career record is
31-50, including a three-year stint (11-
24 from 1989-91) at his alma mater, the
Univernity of the Pacific.

According to reports, Harris signed a

denl lnst March that pays him
$600,000 a year through 2006.
Pitt just moved into a new prac-
tice facility and will share that
facility — ns well as the new
downtown football stadium —
with the NFL® Pittsburgh
Steelors,

Pitt athletic director Steve
Pederson, a former OSU recruit-
ing coordinator, released a state-
ment Jan. 5 saying he denied
Geiger permission to speak with
Huarris,

“I was contacted by Ohio State,
which uested permission to
talk to Walt Harris,” Pederson
said. “Consequently, Coach Harris
has said he's happy and excited to
be at Pitt, and he is not looking to
leave.

“In that vein, I have denied
Ohio State permission to talk °
with him. Coach Harris is com-
fortable with the position we have
taken.”

Harrin also issued o statement,

*There has been a lot of discus-
sion in the past week about
mysell and the Ohio State head
coaching vacancy,” Haorris said.
“Ohio State is a great school and I
enjoyed my time there, but Pitt is
the right place for me. We are
building something special here
and I want to continue the

we have made over the
]ut four years.”
But broadeast reports on Jan. 8

had Harris caneeling o meeting
with Geiger in Atlanta after his
name surfoced as one of the key
candidatea for the newly vacant
job with the NFL's Buffalo Bills.

The Primary Candidates

Those developments  left
Muoson, Pagace and Tressel as the
known front-runners for the job as
BSB went to press, Here is a look at
each of them,

* Mason — The 50-year-old Mason
is n former OSU player and assistant
coach under Woody Hayes and Earle
Bruce. He served as the offensive coor-
dinator and line coach under Bruce
before leaving for the head coaching job
at Kent State in 1986.

Betwoen stops at Kent, Kansas and
Minnesota, Mason has compiled a 15-
year record of 81-89-1,

Minnesota athletic director Tom Moe
granted OSU permission to speak with
Mason.

“If they want to talk to him, theyll
talk to him,” Moe said, *We're not going
to stand in the way.”

Mason made hia beat case for the job
on Oct. 14, when his Golden Gophers
came into Ohio Stadium and won for
the first time since 1949, The 29-17
decision dealt sixth-ranked OSU its
first defeat of the season after a 5-0
start.

Afterward, Mason all but cam-
paigned to be Cooper's succeasor, sny-
ing, “I've got great feelings about this
great university. [ don't know if 1 could
put it into words,

“When we were riding in on the bus
down High Street, I had tears in my
oyes. | have great feeling for thia place.
I make no bonea about that.”

Mason, a native of Colonin, N.J.,
ecarned his bachelor's degree at OSU in

the
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OSU FIRES COORER: WHO'S NEXT

1972 before embarking on his coaching
career ng a grodunte assistant at Ball
State that fall,

After assistant coaching stops at
Allogheny College, back at Ball State,
lowa State and Illinois, Hayes hired
Mason as an assistant in 1978, Since he
had already worked for Bruce at 1SU,
the new OSU eoach retained him when
he replaced Hayes in 1979,

Mason spent two sensons at Kent
before moving to Kansas in 1988. He
atayed there nine years beforo moving
on to Minnesota in 1997, Family con-
cerns actually prevented him from
Ils;:;ming the head coach at Georgin in

Mason has declined to discuss the
08U job publicly, telling reporters in
Atlanta Jan. 7 he was “in a delicate
position® as the head coach at
Minnesota,

* Pagae — Aa n current Ohio State
employes — ot least for the next 60
days — the 48-year-old Pagac has not
been hamstrung by not being able to
discusa the OSU jeb.

“1 have a very strong interest in the
Jjob," Pagne said. “I want it badly. I have
told both Mr. Geiger and Archie that I
want the job, I intend to come after it
hard.”

Pagae, who played tight end for the
Buckeyes in the early *70s, has spent 19
sensons as o full-time assistant at OSU.
After a brief NFL carcer, he returned to
08U and served as a gradunte assistant
under Hayes. He became a full-time
nasistant under Bruce in 1982, was
retained by Cooper in 1988 and became
the defonsive coordinator in 1996,

Not coincidentally, OSU — behind
Pagac's “eleven Silver Bulleta flying to
the ball® motto — developed into one of
the country’s top defensive units over
much of the last five years.

He has had opportunities to take
other jobs, but he said he remained
loyal to OSU in hopes of one day becom-
ing the head coach,

“l was going to wait on this job as
long as it took,” he said, *As for as being
ready, I know what I can do. A man's got
to know his limitations, I feel very con-
fident about the job I could do.

“As far ns not having any head conch-
ing experience, 1 think you go to Bobby
Stoopa, Lloyd Carr, Phil Fullmer, Butch
Davis, you name them. You've got to
start somewhere.”

Pagac has the overwhelming support
of the players, who told Geiger during n
Jan, 3 meeting that they would like to
seo his promotion and the rest of the
stafl’s retention. But that could also
work against Pagoac since Geiger seems
bent on “changing the climato” of the
program.

Pagac was asked about OSU's sup-
posed lack of diseipline.

“It starts at the top and goes down
from there,” Pagac said. "I think there
needs to be an adjustment as fur as atti-
tudea on this team. I don't think it's a
job that can’t be done. I think it's proba-
bly a small percentage, not as large as
some people think. But perception is a
reality and | understand that.

“I know that if I get the job I can
handle that type of thing. 1 know I have
a little different philosophy about some
things ond there would be some
changes, There needs to be some disci-
pline enforced.”

Pagne also indieated that he would
rotain a good portion of the stafl.

“I would probably keep a high per-
centage of the current stall,” he said. *1
think it's a great stafl’”

SCARLET-BLOODED — Ohio State assistant head coach Fred
Pagac (wearing headset) has made no bones about his desire to one
day become the head man at his alma mater. With the firing of
John Cooper, Pagac is hoping that day is finally near.

Although he is known as a defensive
guru, Pagne anid he would also be
involved on the offenaive side aas well.

“I would be hands-on on both sides of
the ball. I have some definite ideas
offensively.”

* Tressel — The 46-year-old Treasel
in somewhat of a wild card in this
procoss. Ho served as an OSU assistant
under Bruce for three seasons (1983-
85), conching quarterbacks and
receivers,

He left in 1986 to become head conch
at Division I-AA Youngstown State,
where he has built a dynasty, In 15
years there, Tressel has posted a record
of 136-57-2. He has guided the Penguins
to four national championships (1991,
‘93, '94 and '97) and two other appear-
ances in the title game (1992 and '99).

Treasel is a native of Berea, Ohio,
where he played for his father, Lee, the
longtime coach at Baldwin-Wallace
College. After graduating from B-W in
1975, the younger Tressel spent time as
an assistant at Akron, Miami (Ohio)
and Syracuse before landing at OSU,

His name has surfaced for major col-
lege jobs at Marshall and Miami (Fla.),
when Buteh Davis got the job instead.
But Tressel has never felt the time was
right to leave YSU — until now, per-
hapa.

“Anyone from Ohio would be lying if
they said they weren't (interested in
05U)," said Treasel, who also serves as
YSU's executive director of athletics.

“The timing is certainly better the
older (your kids) get. Some of the other
opportunities that came up were also
further away, and that's never fit well
with our feelings.”

Treasel told the Warren (Ohio)
Tribune Chronicle that Cooper’s firing
was not n major surprise,

“Not really, because it's such a tough
business,” he said. “*John's been there 13
years and he's been through some highs
and some lows. The expectations at a
place like Ohio State or Youngstown
State are so high.”

What About Splelman?

No one — other than Pagae, perhapa
— has campaigned to one day be the
Ohio State football coach harder
than former Buckeye linebacker Chria
Spielman.

The 35-year-old Spielman wrapped
up his playing career with the NFL's
Cleveland Browns prematurely due to
injury in 1999, Cooper then offered him
u position on the staff to get his foot in
the door. But Spielman, citing family
concerns, turned the job down and the
position went to current assistant Brian
Willinms.

All through his playing days,
Spielman told reporters his dream job
was to one day be the OSU coach. But
many feel his lack of conching experi-
ence will work against him in that pur-
muit,

“I'm interested in the poasition,” said
Spielman, who currently serves as a col-
lege analyst for Fox Sporta Net. *I think
it's well-known I'm interested in it. If
they're interested in me, [ certainly
would not say no,

“I've made my intentions clear for a
long time, Would 1 like to be the hedd
coach at Ohio State? Yeah. I don't say
that with any arrogance or cockiness,
but with confidence and belief in the
tradition for and love for the university.

“That's not only for the football toam
but for the main library, the
Longaberger Alumni House, the Max
Fisher College of Business, for Park
Hall, where 1 lived, for the towers, for

James Cancer Hospital. It's some-
thing that lives ingide of me. It's some-
thing I would be willing to give other
players if they come here”

Spielman, a former All-American
and the 1987 Lombardi Award winner,
remains na beloved an OSU figure as
there is. He docan't feel his lnck of
coaching experience should hinder him.

“I've been around football my whole
life,” he said. “My father was a high
nchool conch from the time I was born. 1
know how staffs are put together, 1
played for Ohio State. I played under

good man named Earle Bruce. 1
observed things while I was playing.

“l played under Darrell Rogera,
Wayne Fontes, Marv Levy and Chris
Palmer, 1 watched how these coaches
organized. | sat there and knew one day
I would coach. I took notes.”

Family concerns have been a big part
of Spielman’s life. He took the 1998 sea-
son ofl to asaist his wife, Stefanie, in her
recovery from breast cancer. Fully
recovered, Stefanie is now close to deliv-
ering the couple's third child.

But Spielman arguea he would bring
everything he has to the position.

“I ean bring youth and enthusiasm
and I know one thing for sure — that
team would play hard,” he said. “I'll put
my reputation, job and everything on
the line when I make that statement.”

On The Periphery

As is always the case, a number of
other names (see below) have been
toased out concerning the OSU opening,

They should merit some considera-
tion if for no other reason than the fact
that Geiger, when faced with a men's
basketball opening in the spring of
1997, eourted n number of high-profile
conches — and cven offered the job to
the likes of Ric: Barnes and Tubby
Smith — before settling on not-so-well-
known Jim O'Brion.

Here are other names that have been

making the rounds.
* Randy Walker — Walker, 46, has
spent the last two years at

Northweatern, loading the Wildeats to
an improbable Big Ten co-championship
this past season.

He built o strong: resume as the
coach at Miami (Ohio) prior to that and
in a native of Troy, Ohio. Hia deal at NU
runs through 2007, however.

* Mike Stoops — If the Buckeyes
can't get Bob Stoops, they eould still go
after his brother Mike, 39, who serves
ns OU's defensive coordinator.

He, too, is a Youngstown native,

* Tyrone Willingham — Willing-
ham, one of the country's prominent
black head conches, guided Stanford to
o Pac-10 title and Rose Bowl berth in
1999,

His name has been mentioned with
many jobs and Geiger, a former
Stanford athletic director, would cer-
tainly look upon him favorably.

¢ Dom Capers — The former
Carolinn Panthers head coach served as
an OSU assistant under Bruce in 1982-83.

He is said to have close ties to Geiger,
although be recently interviewed for the
job with the NFL's expansion Houston
Texans,

Off The List

Those who definitely won't be coming
include:

* Butch Davis — The Miami (Fla.)
coach fell out of the running when talks
became serious on a long-term exten-
sion that would raise his salary from
$900,000 to the $1.5 million level,

* Lou Holtz — The 63-year-old
South Carolina coach put the final nail
in Cooper's coffin by directing the
Gamecocks to an Outback Bowl win
over the Buckeyes.

He has always expressed an affinity
to return to OSU, where he helped
Hoyea win the 1968 national champi-
onship ns the secondary conch.

But Holtz has released statements
saying he is content to finish out his
ecareer in Columbia,
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Bellisari, Cooper Among Players Shocked By ang

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeys Sports Dulletin Staff Writer

With the Ohio State football team
in a rush to catch its flight out of
Tampa, Fla., and not much to say fol-
lowing a dismal 24-7 loss to South
Carolina in the Outback Bowl, only a
handful of Buckeye players were
made available to the media Jan. 1,

Player reaction was even more
searce the following day, as the few
Buckeyes who already had made it
back to Columbus found out head
coach John Cooper had been fired.

The Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal
did catch up with Canton, Ohio, native
Kenny Peterson Jan. 2 and printed his
reaction to the Cooper firing. -

“Toward the end of the season, [
had a feeling his time was short,”
admitted Peterson, a sophomore
defensive end. “He's a good coach and
he had some great years at Ohio
State, but it might have been time for
him to move on and for us to get back
to square one.”

Peterson didn't say if he was happy
to hear the news, but he said some
players probably were.

“Alot of the players weren't fond of
Coach Cooper because of some of the
decisions that he made both on and
off the field,” Peterson said.

As for whal. led to Cooper's poor
record against Michigan and in bowl
games, Peterson had no explanation.

“T'l1 be honest,” he told the ABJ. *1
have no idea.”

Having A Volce .

On the afternoon of Jan. 3, Ohio
State co-captains Steve Bellisari and
Joe Cooper addressed the medin after
being appointed to a specinl advisory
committee that would become part of
the process to begin looking at poten-
tinl new head coaching candidates.
The players who were in town met
with athletic director Andy Geiger
early in the day and reportedly were
adamant in telling him they'd like
assistant head conch Fred Pagac to be
hired to the post.

According to Bellisari and Cooper,
several players would like to sce as
little changeover as possible in the
coaching stafl. However, as members
of the advisory committee, which met
for the first time Jan. 4, the two play-
ers said they would try to have an
open mind.

“I think Joe and I are going to be
the voice of the team as far as taking
their concerna and seeing what they
want, and since we've been playing
we can try to make a list of what
we're looking for in a head coach as
far as his involvement and what he's
going to do with the team,” said
Bellisari, the team's junior starting
quarterback,

“Going into this wo don't want to
be close-minded. We want to find the
best guy for the job, and if it's one of
the guys on stafl, so be it.”

Added Cooper, a senior linebacker
who could petition for another season
of eligibility, “I'm trying to do my best

and make sure I can please our team
in the best way possible. We'll look for
the best talent out there as far as
coaching-wise and do what's best for
these players. Players have power.
The media and everybody outside this
building say you have to go out and
got n guy with a great record. Well,
everyone said that when Coach
Cooper came here, too. Remember
that? You have to be careful what you
say.

“But I'm worried about these play-
ors that are returning. They play an
important part. And they’re emotion-
al right now,”

Cooper was so eager to participate
in the search, he sounded like some-
one who intended to dial up coaches
himself. When a reporter asked him
who outside the program was an
intriguing name to him, he searched
for the political answer,

“That’s an easy question but at the
game time a hard question,” said
Cooper, who finished second on the
team in tackles with B0. “There’s a lot
of tenms that are winning, but you
can't just throw names out. To every-
one here Ohio State in the world, but
to everyone at those other places
those places are the world. You have
to look at what situation is best for
that man and his family.”

Sorting It Out

Bellisari and Cooper were doing
their best to roll with the situation
but admitted they, too, were still a bit
woozy from the experience,

“I waa shocked,” Cooper said of his
initial reaction. *Everyone was like,
‘Well, next year Coach Cooper won't
be back,’ and I was like 'OK, yeah,
whatever.! When I found out on ESPN
it was true, I waa in Chicago at the
time and talked to my brother on the
phone, I was in shock. To this day I'm
still shocked.”

Bellisari didn't know what to
think.

“I think you have to go with what

Mr. Geiger says,” he said. "At times
I've felt yes and at times I've felt no.
I'm still not even sure how I want to
react yet. I haven't let it all sink in
yot.”
Later he added, “It's weird. It's
hard to take. I don’t know how to
react to it yet. It's almost a shock and
itn hard to explain. My whole time
growing up I thought of Ohio State as
Coach Cooper.

“There's a lot of things that go into
this. I really like Coach Cooper and
it's sad for me to seoe him go. I think
he's a great guy and a great coach. I
think I'll remember him as a person
who always looked out for us.

“There’s a lot about Coach Cooper
that is really good. I mean, he's been
here for 13 years and he was here for
a reason, He's done a good job. He's
always been a good coach and a good

guy.

Bellisari opted not to criticize the
085U administration, but he admitted
to feeling bad for the assistant conch-
es, His older brother, Greg, also was
an OSU captain under Cooper and
served as a gradunte nssistant on the

SPEAKING FOR THE PLAYERS —

Linebacker Joo Cooper (above)

and quarterback Steve Bellisari were chosen to sit on athletic
director Andy Geiger's advisory committee as the athletic depart-
ment embarks on finding a replacement for former head coach

John Cooper.

2000 staff.

“I think the timing of it was kind of
bad,” Steve said. “When you look at
ull the other conches involved with it,
it was kind of bad for them, But Mr.
Geiger is going to do what he has to
do. That's his job, and that's probably
the toughest job in America right
now.”

Bellisari was rankled at the notion
that his conch was offed because of a
supposed lack of player control.

“There’'s only so much Coach

Cooper can do about that,” said
Bellisari, who was the first junior in
16 years to serve as a team captain.
“He can't take us by the hand and
walk us to class. Some guys should
feel responaible.

“As far as the graduation rate, I
think that was kind of binsed because
we've had a lot of guys leave early.
There's not much you can do about
that. He can encourage as much as he
wanta about that but if they're talent-
ed enough, they'll leave.”

Mmonqs.con - m-amm
The Buckeye Hall of Fime Cafe s located at 1421 Ollentangy River R,
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0SU FIRES COOPER: VARIED OPINIONS

Miller Had Scoop On His Coach’s Dismissal

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bullstin Editor

The abrupt firlng of OSU head foot-
ball conch John Cooper sent shock
waves across central Ohio and the col-
lege football community.

Ironically, it was a former Cooper
player, Ryan Miller, who broke the
stary for WBNS-TV. Miller went on the
air during the 11 a.m. hour on Jan. 2
with the initial report that Cooper's
contract would be bought out.

“I was just lucky, I gueas, that people
I was acquainted with were connected
to what was happening,” Miller told
HBSB, “They let me know about it. It was
all going to come out at 4 o'clock when
(athletic director Andy Geiger) spoke,
but we had it on good authority that it
was over so we went with it.”

Miller, who played linebacker for the
Buckeyes from 1993-96, said poor
behavior by the players on and off the
field led to Cooper’s demise.

“Perception is reality in this busi-
ness and the perception right now,
unfortunately, is that Ohio State has a
bunch of thugs running around playing
for m conch who can't control them,”
Miller said.

“l kind of have mixed emotions
because 1 know Coach is such a good
person. | hate to see bad things happen
to good people,

“It just kills me to see all the things
people pile up on him at the end. When
its all said and done, 1 hope people
remember the good things like the
wins, the players he put in the pros and
the 110 academic All-Big Ten players he
had. There have been a lot of good kids
come out of that program,

“It was inevitablo that change had to
happen Tor the future of the program.
It unfortunate that Coach Cooper will
not be n part of it, I would like to see
him stay in Columbus and continue to
help the city.”

Miller believea the focus needs to
roturn to the team,

“If a conch or player leaves the team
or the program, it's still the team,” he
said. “The team is always number one.
I don't think this is going to be cata-
strophic for the university. I think this
in something they can turn into a posi-
tive,

“If I wan a recruit out there, 1 would
want to be in this first class of the new

FINAL TIME — Ohio State head coach John Cooper nsks the offi-
cials for an explanation during the Outback Bowl as assistant head
coach Fred Pagac (left, foreground) looks on. The 24-7 loss to South
Carolina marked the final game for Cooper at OSU.

conch and be part of the group that
turns this around toward a national
championship.”

Like Miller, former OSU quarter-
back Jim Karsatos has become a staple
in the local media. He haa covered the
Buckeyes ns part of the brondeast team
for WBNS-AM for the last 11 years. He
said the firing was not a major shock,
especially given OSU' lackluster show-
ing in the Outback Bowl,

“l had a feeling this was going to
happen, win or lose,” Karsatos said. *1
knew, from doing the broadcasts and
being around the program, it had been
mounting with (Geiger) over time, Win
or lose, it might have still happened.
But the way the game went down, it
wan inevitable at that point.

“It was not good. The team did not
play with any heart. They played with
absolutely no discipline. I thought the
offensive everything was miserable. As
a quarterback on the sidelines, 1 can
get into the rhythm of the offense. |
know what's happening and sometimes
I can know what's happening next.

“Unfortunately, [ eould do that for

South Carolina, but I couldn’t do it for
us. That's not good.”

When asked what type of coach he
would like to see OSU hire, Karsatos
responded:

*I always like n head coach who is
defensive minded but also has a atrong
offensive coordinator. You win champi-
onships with defense. I like where our
defense is right now. We have great tal-
ent and the coaching has been great. |
hope that doesn't change much.

“If we could find a head coach with
experience who will come in and man-
age the program and bring an offensive
mind with him, that might be the best
fit.

“George Belu has only been here a
year, I like George. He has lots of expo-
rience and 1 think he's made some
strides this yoar, As far as our special-
ints are coneerned, we need to conch up
our quarterback. Our quarterback
needs help and our receivers need help.
We need a coordinator who is creative
and imaginative.”

08U Coaches Support Cooper

Cooper's plight was understood by
08U basketball conches Beth Burns
and Jim O'Brien, who each commented
on the firing.

“I'm a fan of John Cooper's and I'm
just sad,” Burns said. “It doesn’t mean [
fault Andy Geiger. Leaders have to
make tough decisions, I'm sure it was
very challenging for Mr. Geiger to have
to make that decision.

“John Cooper has been nothing but
tremendous to me and to my stafl. We
ean have someone drop in on us, and |
have absolute confidence to walk over
there. He'll jump out of practice and put
his arm around someane. I think he's o
very good man. And [ wish him the best
he can have.”

O'Brien also was sorry to hear the
news.

“I'm really saddened by the whole

thing,” he said. “I think it's the natur
of the business, but don't think for on
socond that this is an easy thing fo)
Andy Geiger. 1 know that this was &)
very tough situation for him as well, I
have a lot of respect and regard for both
of these guys, for Coop and for Andy.

“How could I not feel this way about
Andy? He hired me and he has given
me a tremendous opportunity, and I '
love working for him. But I understand
that these things happen. I know its
not easy for John right now.” .

The public debate over Cooper's job
status has amazed O'Brien since he
arrived here in 1997, he said,

“It's been a learning experience for
me and I think that's all part of the deal
today in college athletics,” he said, "In it
more at a school like Ohio State? It
‘might be. But I think it's the way that
it is. I've never enjoyed the whole idea
of this concept where it's so easy for
others to talk nbout other people losing
their jobs, Forget about any money
that's involved.

“I just think if anybody would just
think about the concept of people say-
ing that about them publicly, that they
should lose their jobs, whatever their
jobs might be, 1 don't think people
would feel all that happy about that.

“When you think about this whole
concept of anybody losing their job, I
et uncomfortable with that because 1
don’t think that's a plensant prospect
for anyone, regardless of if it's a coach
or it anybody in any profession. |
think thoe eoncopt of somebody losing
their job is unpleasant.”

O'Brien said he would keep an eye
on the search for Cooper's roplacement.

“I'm always interested in (who's
going to be hired) because the thing
that interests me is what's going to be
in the best interest for Ohio State and
the football program,” he said. “I think
that we're going to be able to get along
with whoever is hired and hopefully be
able to establish the same relationship
and the same camaraderie as we cur-
rently have with their staff. That's
something that needs to get worked out
at another time.”

Other Opinlons

The following is a look at other opin-
ions on the Cooper firing from outside
the program, c

* Matt Calhoun — Calhoun played
fullback for Coopeér from 1993-96,

“I was surprised that it happened so
quick and I figured they were going to
do it, (but) like Cooper said, they should
have done it after the Michigan game,”
Calhoun said, *I feel bad for him, I feel
bad for all the assistant coaches. They
didn't just get rid of Cooper, they're get-
ting rid of a lot of quality coaches.

“Personally 1 wish they would have
given him one more year and then just
decide from there, I underatand there
are reasons: not beating Michigan and
not winning bow!l games, 1 understand
both sides of the story.”

Calhoun discussed his view of poten-
tial replacements.

“The two that I'm familiar with and
I like them both are Fred Pagac and
Walt Harris,” he said. “I think both

Continued On Page 22
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 Continued From Page 20

would do an outstanding job, Obvioualy,
with Pagac getting the job it would
allow a lot of them (other assistants) to
stay on board and hopefully Harris
would keep a few of them, too.”

Calhoun saw Harrls' impact first-
hand.

“Basically what he did for us was
take the passing game and turn it
around,” he said. “That was his game
and he's extremely intelligent. He's
really detailed, very detailed, The quar-
terbacks, he was watching their every
step. Look at what he did for Bobby
Hoying, the one year he was there.

“And talking to the other quarter-
backs who played for him, they've got
an awful lot of respect for him, I was a
running back ... but we were with him a
lot and he was good, it was easy to tell,
He rejuvenated the offense in "95. Plus,
looking at what he did with Pitt, it was
in the cellar before he was there,”
 Calhoun sized up the recent turmoil
in the program,

“As far as the (Tyson Walter-
LeCharles Bentloy) lawsuit, all that
happened back in February and just got
out recently,” he said. “With the gradea
with (Reggie) Germany, that's a shame.
Guys need to take more responsibility.
But look at Florida State: It happena all
over, When 1 was there, the guys who
waere struggling, they kept checking up
on them, but they can't hold everyones
hand, Guys have to grow up and take
some responsibility themaselves,

“They stressed that a lot when I was
there. If a player wants to do well, they
ean do well. They talk about the gradu-
ation rate, but what I'd like to see ia the
graduation rate for the guys who don't
go to the NFL.

“You go to school to prepare for a job

. and these guys got the best job in the
world (those that go on to the NFL). I
think it's misleading. Obvioualy, it

Botto
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COMPUTER

.

As John Cooper stood before the press and

nodded.

Headng that statament from his winter
home In Naplas, Fla., Bruce didn’t need any-
one to explain, As Cooper’s predecessor and
0SU's coach from 197987, Bruce was i welk
raspected figure and a very successiul coach.
And, as the fates of the job would have it, he
was fired,

“I think John described it well,” he told BSB.
*i's the nature of coaching and I's a shame,
But you could say the same thing, sbout athlet

directons

?
i
i
i
5
!

g

Bruce Shares View On Successor’s Fate

2320 snd Bruce went out on the shouldors of

“John Cooper is & ity parson and a

would be nice to have a higher rate, but
I'd like to see the rate other than those
who go to the NFL. They can come back
anytime and get their degrees.”

* Grog Frey — Frey started at
quarterback under Cooper from 1988-
90. He now serves as a gameday ana-
lyst on WTVN-AM.

“Conch Cooper ia n good man and he
did some good things,” he said. “I'm not

#ure anyone is questioning that. But he
looked like someone who had really lost
hia players., And when you lose your
players it's hard to get them back.
“This was a team crying out for dis-
cipline, It was nothing like the Ohio
State teams I grew up watching and
that 1 played for. We might not have
always played well, but we didn’t make
the foolish mistakes this team made,”

* Eddie George — George played
tailback for Cooper from 1992-95, win-
ning the Heisman Trophy as a senior.
George, who plays for the NFLs
Tennessee Titans, the move
with The Nashville Tennessean.

*Outside of (Michigan and the
bowls), he's won 80 percent of his
gamos,” Goeorge said. “By him not being
successful in the postseason and
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aguinst you know who, that's what he
was judged by.

“By taking that position at Ohio
State, that's what goes along with it.
Conch Cooper's had a great career
there, a great run, and 1 guess they see
fit that changes be made and hopefully
the next guy that comes in can got the
job done.”

* Kirk Herbstroit — Herbstreit
played quarterback at OSU from 1988-
92. He now serves as a national college
football analyst for ESPN.

“This is tough for me because I was
the first recruit to commit to Coach
Cooper when he arrived hore,” he said.

“It's not so much losing gamea that
bothers people following the Ohio State
football program. It's how the team
goes out and plays and represents the
university. That's probably equally
important.

“I think that was the area where
Ohio State was beginning to struggle,
the intangiblea of o program. I'm very
happy to hear Andy Geiger address
those things and I'm sure when he
brings in his new man those will be
some of the things that will be
addressed. They have to take care of
things on and off the field.”

Herbatreit wanta to see OSU revered
again as a respected program.

“Let's get the class back,” he said.
“That’s not to say it wasn't too far
removed, but in the last couple of years
I think things got a little bit out of con-
trol.

“Thiere are certain individuals with-
in the program who I don't think repre-
sented the university very well. They
weore not diseiplined for that and,
because of that, you lose control of the
situation.”

# Bruce Hooley — Hooloy joined
the OSU beat as a reporter for The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer in Cooper’s
first season of 1988,

“It doesn't surprise me that it hap-
pened,” he said. *1 am sort of surprised
that it happened now, after the bowl
game. Because, for ns many times ns he
has alipped off the hook before in simi-
lar circumstances, [ expected he'd sur-
vive this one like he survived the other
times.

*What stood out for me was the
amazing sameness to the entirety of his
career here;: You could pretty much
count on them getting into position to
do something then failing to get it
done.”

* Matt Kellor — Keller played full-
back for the Buckeyes from 1995-99,
serving as a captain last season.

“It's kind of one of those things
where 1 was a little surprised, but I
thought it would be inevitable that
some plan of action would be taken,” he
snid.

*The biggest thing I remember about
him, to win as many games as he did
and (all) people will talk about is his
conching. Let them talk about that, but
when it comes down to it, he was a
great human being. That's what tore
me up. This guy dedicated 13 years to
Ohio State University.

“I talked to some people in
Columbus and people were partying.
Instead of saying, ‘Coach, thanks for
the great years,’ they were saying, ‘Get
out as soon as you can,’ That's clasaless
the way they were talking about him.

“He won 71 percont of the games in
the 13 years he was hore. That's phe-
nomenal. You get spoiled because you're

winning and when you're not winning,
when it comes down to it, you look at
the head conch. That's the nature of the
position.”

Keller admitted that Cooper's record
agninat Michigan and in bowl games
was below par,

“They have every right to be (mad),
but as the team and coaching stafl go
through that, we're disappointed, too,”
he said. "It's not like we're not prepared
or not doing the same things that we've
been doing throughout the year,

“The talk about Coach Cooper (not)
motivating well, that's bullcrap because
when you're 21 years old, a kid going in
front of 100,000 people on the national
stage, | don't know how you can't be
motivated yourself.”

Keller believes Cooper deserved a
better fate.

“This guy did so much in the com-
munity,” he said, “I've been a big Coach
Cooper fan; my parents loved him. My
parents would go to practice and he'd
talk to them. He didn't have to do that.
I feel bad for (his) family, some of the
things they said about him, I wish he
could have had a more glorious send-off
for the things he provided for the uni-
versity,

“The thing that amazes me about
that wan these kinds of problems wore
going on when Eddie (George) was hero
and we were winning the Rose Bowl, If
he would have beaten Michigan and we
would have won the bowl game, people
would have forgotten about the acade-
mic stufl, the off-the-field stufl, the
bickering among the players.

“You've got to win, period. Maybe I'm
wrong saying that, but all that stuff

would have been forgotten about if they -

would have won the last two games.

“It's a damn shame, I'll always
remember him as a great person. He
waa great to meo.”

* Rusty Miller — Miller covered
the Cooper regime as the state sporta
editor for The Associnted Preas.

“Personally, 1 grew to respect him,”
he said. “But I remember that I asked a
question at his first news conference, 1
said, 'Coach, are you the kind of guy

 who adapts to the talent you have or do

you make them fit your system?

“He said, ‘T've won with this system
overy place I've been. Theyll adapt to
what I want to do.'

*That made me question him imme-
dintely. Sometimes you have to adapt.
Lou Holtz is running the spread at
South Carolina when he was always a

big option guy at Notre Dame. Joe -

Tiller has always liked to run the ball,
but he's throwing it now at Purdue
because it works, The great coaches
will adapt.”

¢ Alex Rodriguez — Rodriguez
was a prized recruit from Chicago who
played fullback for the Buckeyes from
1992-94,

“I find myself with mixed emotions
right now,” he said, "John Cooper treat-
ed me well and gave me a free educa-
tion, and he's a tremendously likable
guy, but he couldn't roll with the times,
I think he was a victim of his own sys-
tem becauso he was never willing to
change. I don"t know if he was able to
evolve with the way athletes changed
over the years,

“He didn't take time to really know
his players really well and teach them
some life skills. He wasn't the type of
coach where you'd go into his office, tell

him you're getting married or you're
having problems with your career. You
didn't see that type of family atmos-
phere, so there was no need for players
to go back and stay in touch.

“For the longest time I would get in
arguments with fans who bashed
Cooper, but 1 have to aay the program
has doteriorated. It was time,"

* Jack Schrom - Schrom pro-
duced “The John Cooper Show™ on tele-
vision and also handled Cooper's corpo-
rate endorsements,

*My first thought was for Andy and
John," he said. “I love them both. As far
as people to work with, 1 have never
worked with better people. I'm sure it
took a toll on both of them, .

*The most unbelievable thing to me
all along — and something John never
wanted it known — was he would go to
the James Cancer Hospital every
Friday and visit patienta there, That is
o very difficult thing to do. For him to
do it and continue to do it and not let
anybody know about it speaks volumes.

“On the corporate side, I think about
hundreds of thousands of dollars he
helped raise for various charities like
the Alzheimer’s Association and the dif-
ferent promotions we did like Kroger
For Kida and the Sack For A Sack pro-
gram. Ho's a real gentleman.®

Schrom said memories of Cooper's
shining moment — the Rose Bowl win
over Arizona State — will be hard to
top.

“I was talking to somebody today
about that Rose Bowl victory,” he said.
“I can’t remember a time when I was
more thrilled than the way Ohio State
won that game. That was probably the
opitome for me in following Ohio State
sports, We'll always have that moment,
and I hope people will remember John
for that.”

* Chris Splelman — Spielman was
an All-American and Lombardi Award-
winning linebacker for the Buckeyes
who played from 1984-87.

“I think Coach Cooper has done a
wonderful job for 13 years,” he said. *I
have great respect for him. He opened
up the facility to former playera and a
lot of guys appreciated that, I can say
I'm a friend and I feel bad for what he's
going through right now,

“It's a sad day. After a guy served the
school for 13 years, did the best job he
could possibly do, established the
reco~d he has and put as many guys in
the pros as he has, it's hard to see.”

» Korey Stringer — Stringer, now
with the NFL's Minnesota Vikings,
started at tackle for the Buckeyes from
1992-94.

“It's unfortunate,” he said. I played
under Coach Cooper and always consid-
ered him a good guy. But things change.
That's the nature of the busineas.”

BSB staff members Darrell Dawson,
Jeff Rapp and Mike Wachsman con-
tributed to this story. 3
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The John Cooper Timeline

It was with high hopes
that 50vyearold John
Harold Cooper, accompa-
nied by his wife, Helen,
strode to the podium at the
Woody Hayes Athletic
Center on Dec, 31, 1987,
and announced he had
accepted a fiveyear con-

tract as the new head foot-
ball coach at Ohio State,

Cooper, who replaced
the fired Earle Bruce, would
last 13 years as the OSU
coach before his firing on
Jan, 2, 2001.

He arrived after three
successful seasons as the
head coach at Arizona
State. The former lowa
State football captain also served eight years as the head coach at Tulsa and
a combined 14 seasons before that as an assistant at five different schools.

“I felt we could win the national championship at Arizona State,” said
Cooper, who led the Sun Devils to their first-ever Pac-10 title and Rose Bowl win
over Michigan after. the 1986 season. “That's a goal we had every year and
that's a goal we'll have at The Ohio State University.

“I think you're better off aiming for the sky and hitting an eagle than you are
alming at an eagle and hitting the ground.”

Cooper told reporters that day, "I coach coaches. This allows me to have
more time with the players. I'm in the locker room, on the sideline and in the
huddle with them. They'll feel my presence, | assure you.”

Over the next 13 years, Cooper would build a record of 111434 (.715). That
win total is second only to Woody Hayes' OSU career mark of 205 and he
stands behind only Hayes (28 years) and John Wilce (16) in years served.
Cooper's teams shared three Big Ten championships, played in one Rose Bowl
and enjoyed three top-10 finishes.

The following is a year-by-year look at Cooper's 13-year tenure at Ohio State,
complled by BSB editor Steve Helwagen. This timeline tracks the highs and
lows on and off the field for Cooper and his 0SU teams.

A G UAR
John Cooper introduces his wife, Helen,
upon taking the OSU job on Dec. 31, 1987,

84;
8-2 Blg Ten (ted for third);
24th in final AP poll.

* Notable: The season
was dampened almost from
the start after lopsided loss-
s at USC (42:3) and lllinols
(34-14). But the Buckeyes
quietly reeled of f six stralght
wins. One of those was a
4137 decision ot
Minnesota, where Frey rak
lied the Buckeyes back from
o 310 deficit to te the

largest comeback In NCAA  John Cooper is pictured leafing through a 1989
history. The winning streak

edition of BSB at his St. John Arena office,
put OSU In position to play

for a plece of the Big Ten title at Michigan,

* Meating Michigan: OSU went to Ann Arbor without starting TB Caros Snow, who
was Injured. Converted FB Scottie Graham had a big day, but the thirdranked Wolverines
prevalled over No, 20 OSU 28-18, This was the first of five UM losses under Cooper thot
would cost OSU at least a piece of the Big Ten title,

* Bowl Game: Ninthranked Auburn raliled from a 14-10 halftime deficit to take a 31-
14 win at the Hall of Fame Bowl.

1989
* Recrulting (Feb. 1989 signing): Cooper's first true class was ranked tops In the
Big Ten and fourth nationally, featuring DB Roger Harper, TB Raymont Harrls, DT Chuck

Jones, OLB Tyrone Morrison; DB Chico Nelson, DE Jason Si ,» DE Alonzo Speliman,
MLB Steve Tovar and OLB Mark Williams. As many as elght of this year's signecs would
reach the NFL.

1991
* Recrulting (Feb. 1991 signing): On the heels of the loss to Air Force the yoar before,

05U struggled to a sixthplace Big Ten finish and No. 30 ranking nationally. Signees Included
QB Bobby Hoying, DB Marlon Kemer, LB Craig Powell and late signee DT Dan Wilkinson. TB
KiJana Cartor (Penn State) and DL Trent Zenkewicz (Michigan) got away.

* Record: B-4; 53 Big Ten (tied for third), unranked In final AP poll.

* Notable: A p spot bet Smith and offensive coordinator Elllot Uzelac
over academics coused the prized TB to sit out the season in protest. Meanwhlle, Snow
returned after a season away 10 assume the TB duties and Notre Dame transfer Kent
Graham took over at QB. The Buckeyes were off 1o starts of 40 and 6-1 before suffer-
Ing @ 16-9 home upset to lowa.

* Meeting Michigan: No. 4 Michigan, behind Helsman Trophy winner Desmond Howard,
who struck 8 Helsman pose after a 93yard punt retum for a touchdown, crushed No. 18 05U
31:3. This was OSU's worst loss In the seres since a 586 defeat in 1946,

+ Bowl Game: Syrocuse QB Marvin Graves threw a G0-yard TD to Antonio Johnson for
the margin of victory In a 24-17 win over the Buckeyes at the Hall of Fame Bowl.

* Contract Status: With negative recruiters from other schools harping on Cooper’s
contract stotus, the coach was granted a threeyeor extension to take him through 1995,
The announcement was made 30 minutes before the loss ot Michigan,
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OSU FIRES COOPER: THE TIMELINE ;

» Recrulting (Fob, 1993
signing): OSU was o distant
30th nationally and seventh
in the Big Ten, Key signees
Included LB Greg Bellisarl,
DE Matt Finkes, QB Stanley
Jackson, CB Shawn Springs
ond DE Mike Vrabel. FB
Marc Edwards (Notre Dame)
and RB June Henley
(Konsas) got owoy,

* Rocord, Ranking: 10-1-
1; 611 Big Ten (ted for
first); 11th In final AP poll,

* Notable: The Buckeyes
began an assoult on the top
five of the national polls that
would last five of the next
slx seasons. OSU enjoyed
Its best season since 1979 and eamed Iits first Big Ten title under Cooper, An eary-sea-
son nighttime hame win over Washington (21-12) got the ball rolling. RB Raymont Horris
helped roll over Penn State (24-6) in the first-ever Big Ten meeting between the schools.
Marion Kermer blocked a late field goal to preserve a 14-14 tie at Wisconsin, QBs Bobby
Hoying and Bret Powers split Ume.

. Michigan: Ranked fifth nationally, 0SU needed a win at Ann Arbor to end
a nineyear Rose Bowl drought. But the unranked Wolverines blanked OSU 28-0,

= Bowl Game: Before he knew what bowl the Buckeyes would be playing in, Cooper
guoranteed a win while speaking at his team's postseason banquet. Cooper wound up
gotting his first bowl win In four tries with a 28-21 win over BYU In the Holiday Bowl but
only after the Cougars misfired on four passes Inside the OSU 10 in the final minute.

MERf GALLR

John Cooper exhorts the crowd at Senior
Tackle before the 1993 game with Michigan.

* Recrulting (Feb.
1995 signing): The class
was ranked fifth in the Big
Ten and 25th nationally, led
by LB Randy Homa, RE Matt
Keller, DB Percy King, OL
Rob Murphy, DB Ahmed
Plummer and DB Antoine
Winfield. JUCO transfers QB
Joe Germaine and LB Kevin
Johnson were also in the
mix. CB Charles Woodson
(Michigan) and WR Peerless
Price (Tennessee) got away.

* Record, Ranking: 11-
2; 71 Big Ten (second);
sixth in final AP poll.

* Notable: OSU tied the
school record with 11 wins,
jumping out to an 110 start and rising as high as No. 2 in the national polls.
Nonconference wins over ranked foes Boston College (38-6), Washington (30-20) and
Notre Dame (45-26) got the ball rolling. A comefrom-behind win at Penn State (28-25)
served notice o the Big Ten,

RB Eddie George set a new single-game rushing record with 314 yards in a snowy win
aver Cooper nemesis lllinols (41-3), That helped George bring home the Helsman Trophy,
Blg Ten MVP and the Mxwell Aword. OT Orlando Pace won the Lombardi Award, while
Glenn won the Biletnikoff Award,

« Meating Michlgan: OSU had everything on the line at No. 12 Michigan but fell 31-
23 when TB Tim Blakabutuka went for 313 yards and Ohlo product Woodson picked off
two Hoying poasses. Northwestern, unbeaten in Big Ten play, went to the Rose Bowl
Instead.

« Bowl Game: Played in o steady downpour at the Citrus Bow, this match-up of co-
No. 4 ranked teoms went to Tennessee 20-14. QB Peyton Manning threw for 182 yards
and a TD for the Vols, who got away with wearing illegal longer cléats for better traction
on the wet turf,

KEVN DT
A happy John Cooper is escorted out of Ohio
Stadium after the 95 win over Notre Dame.

Continued On Page 26

No one can dispute that
there were some pretty big
wins during the 13 years of
the John Cooper era. Here
are five of the biggest, as
ranked by BS8,

— Steve Helwagen

+ 1. Ohlo State 20,
Arizona State 17 (Rose
Bowl), Jan. 1, 1997 — It
had been 23 seasons
since OSU's last Rose
Bowl win, but the Buckeyes
pulled it out behind a two-
minute drive led by quarter-
back Joe Germaine. His 5
yard touchdown pass to
David Boston with just 19
seconds left provided the
margin of victory.

= 2. Ohlo State 485,
Notre Dame 26, Sept. 30,
1996 — An Ohio Stadium-
record crowd of 95,537
was on hand as the
Buckeyes Dblasted the
Fighting Irish in the first
meeting between the two
schools In 59 years. Eddie
George rushed for 207
yards and two touchdowns,
while Bobby Hoying threw
for 272 yards and four
scores,

* 3. Ohlo State 22,
Michigan 6, Nov. 19, 1994
— This was Cooper's first
win in seven tries against
Michigan as the OSU coach
ond, after he punched a
hole In the blackboard at
halftime, it probably saved
his job, OSU unvelled the
“Tunnel of Pride” for this

game.

* 4, Ohlo State 31,
Michigan 16, MNov. 21,
1998 — This was Cooper's
only other win over
Michigan at OSU, provided
by the exploits of Germaine
(330 yards passing, three
touchdowns) and Boston
(217 yords recelving, two
TDs).

* 5. Ohlo State 24,
Penn State @, Oct. 30,
1993 ~ Tailback Raymont
Harris helped pave the way
for this win with 159 yards
and a touchdown on a
snowy day in Columbus.
This was the first-ever Big
Ten meeting between the
schools and helped propel
the Buckeyes to a plece of
Cooper's first Big Ten title
at 05U,

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN January 13, 2001 25



Originally Published: Jan. 13, 2001

The John Cooper Timeline | ‘ vy oew

Continued From Page 25

* Rocrulting (Feb. 1999 signing): 05U's class was judged tops In the Big Ten ond No, 2
nationally behind Texas. Key signees included OL Bryce Bishop, OL Adren Clarke, DB Mike Doss,
RB Kelton Lindsay, DB Richard McNutt, LB Fred Pagec Jr. and LB Matt Wilthelm. QB Chils Simms
(Texas) and LB T.J, Duckett (Michigan State) got away.

* Record, Ranking: 66; 35 Big Ten (tied for eighth); unranked in final AP poll,

* Notable: Ranked ninth in the preseason, the Buckeyes fell to Miami (Fla.) 2312 ot the
Kickoff Classic. Coopér notched his 100th win at 05U against Cincinnati (34-20),

But OSU bavely figured In road losses at Penn State (23-10) and Michigan State (23.7) and
was flat out embarrassed in home defeats at the hands of Wisconsin (42-17) and Illinois (46-
20). Austin Moherman opened the year at QB, but Steve Bellisari started the last 10 games. A
weok after the season ended, Cooper shook up his staff by firing offensive coordinator Mike
Jocobs and defensive ends coach Shown Simms.,

* Moating Michigan: 0SU played, pechaps, its most inspired game of the year but still fell
2417 ot No. 10 Michigan,

* Bowl Game: None,

. r (Feb. 1997 sign- « Contract Status: Cooper had eamed the maxdmum number of three automatic renewals,
:ﬂﬂoﬁ;:"’:ﬂ”?mmm which would have token him through the 2002 season. But he and the school agreed to & new
jed by DE R Btdfoym.wlé deal ot midseason, This new fiveyear deal, which went through the 2003 season, pald him a
Courtiand m““w“"" AB Derek $200,000 base salary and a guaranteed total package of $1.1 million annually.

Combs, WR , OL

ALUMNI ;'
y 4

T Neoae: A 3127 loss ' vy
x il John Cooper tells fans at the Buckeye
{4 No. 2 Penn State, keyed by 000 Bash before the 1998 Sugar Bowl, “We're
for the Buckiyes, who opened 101,  BOIng to kick their ass!”

and rose o8 high s No. 4 in the .

national polls, Jackson and Germaine split time at QB. LB Andy Katzenmaoyer won the Buthus Award.
* Meating Michigan: A win at topranked Michigan would have given OSU a plece of the Big

. winner
Buckeyes with a catch 1o Set up a score, @ punt returm for a touchdown and
UM provalled 2014,
* Bowl Game: 05U, ranked ninth, used its considerable pull to outflank No. 3 Kansas State*
for a spot In the Sugar Bowl opposite No. 4 Florida State. The Seminoles rocked the Buckeyes
1

3114,
: Cooper, addressing the crowd at the Buckeye Bash the day before the Sugar
Bowl — "We're going 1o kick their ass!®

Cooper By The Numbers
= Caroor Record (24 years): 193836 (.695)
* Ohlo State Record (13 years): 111-434 (.715)
* Big Ton Record: 70304 (.692)
* 05U Record V. Michigan: 2-10-1 (.192)
= 08U Bowl Record: 38 (.273)
* 0SU Record Ve. AP Top 26: 29-283 (.508)
* 05U Record Ve, AP Top 10: B-11-1 (.425)
* 0SU Record V. AP Top B: 348 (.273)
* 0SU Record As AP Top 26; 88302 (,706)
* 0SU Record As AP Top 10: 49.9-1 (.839)
+ 0SU Record As AP Top 5: 3061 (.B24)

sting.
— Steve Helwagon

Bowl Champlonship Series
title game at the Flesta
Bowl. OSU blew a 24-9 sec-
ond-half lead and could not
score o touchdown on four
stralght poss plays after
reaching the MSU 15 with
1:39 left. 05U rebounded
1o win Its last three gomes
and finished No. 2 nation
ally.

rushed for 313 vyards.
Northwestern, unbeaten in
Big Ten play, went to
Pasadena instead and OSU
was shuffled off to the
Citrus  Bowl 1o meet
Tennessee.

watching  former OSU
coach Earle Bruce speak at
Senior Tackle on television
the day before — had the
last laugh. OSU cormerback
Shawn Springs slipped,
allowing UM recelver Tal
Streets to get free on a 69-
yard catch from Brian
Griese and score the doy's
only touchdown,

Crushing defeats — typ- * 1. Michigan State 28, * 2. Michigan 31, Ohlo * 3. Michigan 13, Ohlo .4, 28, Ohlo + 5. Penn State 63,
Ically with Big Ten or nation- Ohlo State 24, Nov. 7, State 23, Nov. 25, 1995 State 9, Nov. 23, 1996 — State 0, Nov. 20, 1993 — Ohlo § 14, Oct. 29,
ol championships honging 1998 — This defeat — in — OSU was 11-0 but stll OSU already had the Rose 0SU was 90-1 and needed 1994 — The topranked
in the balance — became a  the friendly confines of the needed a win to clinch the Bowl bid locked up and was  a win at Michigan to clinch Lions jumped to a
calling card of the John ‘Horseshoe, no less — Rose Bowl. It did not hap- playing for an unbeaten the Rose Bowl and keep its 350 halftime lead and
Cooper era. Here are five denled the topranked pen, though, as UM tall regular season, but the national title hopes alive. never looked  back.
that still leave a bit of a Buckeyes a shot at the first pack Tim  Blakabutuka Wolverines — motivated by But OSU  quarterbacks Columbus-orea product Ki

Bobby Hoylng and Bret
Powers threw a combined
four interceptions and the
Wolverines - loughed their
way to the win,

scored four touch-
downs to lead the rout.
0SU suffered its worst
defeat In 48 years.
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OSU FIRES COOPER: ASSISTANTS FACE FUTURE
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Futures Of Cooper’s Assistants Up In The Air

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sporis Bullotin Staff Wirlter

To say the Ohio State football coach-
ing stafl had a lot to ponder on Jan. 2 is
like saying the Buckeyes had a disap-
pointing showing in the Outback Bowl.

While Buckeye fans nursed their hol-
iday hangovers, John Cooper's nine full-
time assistants spilled into the Woody
Hayes Athletic Center trying to sort out
what went wrong in the 24-7 loss to
South Carolina, hoping to continue a
fine recruiting effort, and with thoughta
for next season. Then the crushing news
trickled in — their boss had been sent
home, for good.

Not surprisingly, the assistants had
some very different overt reactions as
reporters hung around the WHAC hop-
ing to interview them about Cooper's
dismissal,

Offensive coordinator Chuck Stobart
walked and talked with reporters for
several minutes and gave his usual low-
key, honest answers. Assistant head
conch Fred Pagae and defensive line
conch Jim Heacock nicely declined
requesta on their way out of the office
(Pagac addressed the matter publicly
the following day).

Running backs coach Tim Spencer
and recruiting coordinator/tight ends
conch Bill Conley admitted their disap-
pointment but vowed to trudge on for
the make of the Buckeyea, Defensive
coordinator Jon Tenuta poked his head
out a door, saw o fow journaliata in the
lobby and shot out another exit,
Linobackera, conch Brinn Williams
made o similar  hurried escape,
Quarterbacks and receivers conch Tim
Salem and offensive line conch George
Belu made early-afternoon departures.

But it appeared all nine assistants
had the same internal reaction —
shock.

“I think anytime something like this
happens, obviously you're caught off-
guard a little bit,” Conley said from his
office. “Those decisions are beyond us
and right now we just go on and try to
do the best we can until the new guy’s
hired.”

“There’s no doubt that I was
shocked,” Spencer added. “To hear that
your boss has just been let go means
that you're let go, Loo, basically.”

Spencer detailed his day, which
began with the bad news and led to o
feoling of numbness,

“About 10-something (a.m.), a couple
guys had already met with Coach
(Cooper), and [ walked in and was going
to say something to Jim Heacock, and
he asked me had I heard, and [ said
No'”

“(Cooper) had already told his staff
no I was actually told by Coach Heacock.
And I really didn't see Coach until prob-
ably about 1 (p.m.). He just said, ‘1
guess you probably heard by now," and
there really wasn't much he could say.

“I can't describe what it's like
because I never have been in this situn-
tion in this profession,” Spencer added.
*As a matter of fact I'm on my way home
now. My wife and I need to talk. When
you think about nll the other families
that are involved, it's obviously not a
good day for all of us assistant conches

STEVE HELWAGEN

SAD DAY FOR COACHES — Ohio State offensive coordinator
Chuck Stobart talks to reporters Jan, 2 about the dismissal of OSU
head coach John Cooper. Cooper expressed sympathy for his
coaches, but the overriding feeling among the assistants in the
hours after the news broke was shock.

or Coach Cooper or anybody else that's
close with our family.®

Stobart First To Speak Up

An understandably downtrodden
Stobart offered the first official reaction
within the team Jan, 2 as he headed for
the main office near the WHAC atrium,

“I think we were very close to being
good; we'll have to see what happens
now,” said the coordinator after meeting
with OSU athletic director Andy Geiger.

When asked if Geiger gave a reason
for Coop-or s dismissal, Stobart said, “He
didn't gwe us any reason at all. He just
said we're making a change.”

The trip to Tampa, Fla, for the
Outback Bowl loss had a bit of o differ-
ent feel for Stobart, he said.

“The only thing that seemed differ-
ent to me was all the rumors surround-
ing the team,” he said, “That bothered
me a little bit because you're trying to
get a football team ready to play. When
you hear all kinds of rumors, it's kind of
hard to keep players’ concentration.”

Stobart has served 36 yoars as a col-
leginte coach, including head coaching
stints at Toledo, Utah and Memphis. Yet
he still seemed a little thrown by the
decision.

“Just keep on trucking, keep on mov-
ing, 1 guess,” he said. “We all know the
good Lord has a plan for us and what-
ever it is, you just hang in there and it
will all work its way out.”

Cooper Vows To Help

The assistant coaches are on a 60-
day termination-pay system, which
means that alter March 1 — unleas they
are retained by the new conch — they'll
need to find a new job.

Later that afternoon, Geiger glossed
over the issue at his press conference.

“The tenure of an nasistant coach is
up to the head coach,” the AD said,
“Some of the assistants may apply to be
head coach. Whoever the head coach is
may elect to keep some or all of the
assistants, Time will tell.”

That evening, Cooper spoke publicly

about his dismissal and mentioned the
tough spot his assistants face,

“I foel very sorry for my assistant
conches,” Cooper said, *The timing is
not real good. If the last game was not a
factor in whother or not 1 was going to
be here, then [ should have been termi-
nated after the Michigan game. There
have been 14 jobs thot have changed
since the Michigan game. It's a terrible
time for an assistant coach to get a job.

“I'm going to do what I can to help
them land a job. 1 have a lot of contacts.
Whether I can help them or not at this
late date remains to be seen.”

All of the nssistants were due to head
to Atlanta for the American Football
Conches Association convention Jan. 7-
10 with hopes, certainly, of interviewing
for other jobs,

Pagae immedintely threw his hat in
the ring for the OSU head coaching job
and said he would make an effort to
retain  severnl of the assistants.
Members of the team expressed to
Geiger n hope for that scenario and
Cooper also would like to see Pagac, a
former OSU player under Woody Hayes
and longtime Buckeye defensive coach,
succeed him,

“There's a lot of good football coaches
out there who would be great for Ohio
State,” Cooper said. “For selfish rea-
sons, I'd like Fred Pagoc to get the job
and keep the assistant coaches.

“Will he keep all of them? Probably
not. The saddest thing in coaching is
when these things happen. I brought in
two conches a year ngo. One of them,
George Belu, just moved into his home
about a month ago. 1 hope he gets to stay.”

If someone outside the program is
tabbed for the head coaching job,
Spencer and Conley may have the best
chance of staying put, although reports
as of press time had Cenley looking at
an opening for a tight ends coach at
Tennessee. Both coachea played for the
Scarlot and Gray and both are highly
regarded.

Spencer i o former star running
back at OSU and at the professional

level, He'n atill relatively young (40) and
seems to have good rapport with players
and recruits, Conley has been men-
tioned for head coaching positions in the
last few years, including the job at
Bowling Green, and is considered to be
one of the top recruiting coordinators in
the nation,

But even if they are retained, others
may not be so lucky. Belu and Stobart
possecas quality football minds but are
older generation guys who could be let
%o by n new coach with new thoughts.
Salem, 39, has been n dynamic recruiter
but is at a position where a new coach is
very likely to want his own guy.

The defensive stalf could be totally
overhauled, especinlly if Pagac ia
bypaased for the head coaching job.

When asked if he would stay on as an
asgistant, Pagac said, “I don't know
that. I'll be honest. I've been an assis-
tant here for a long time. In my first
tour of duty with Coach (Earle) Bruce
and Conch Hayes, | wasn't ready for the
job and didn't ever try for it. When
Coach Cooper came, I know [ wanted to
be the next guy and that's one of the
mmmllbny.dnlonglndtﬁudto
prepare myself for that.”

Tenuta apparently is preparing for
the worst. He reportedly inlhnfio'm!d for
similar defensive coordinator positions
ot Illinois and North Carolina over the
woekend of Jan, 6 and would be likely to
follow Pagac out the door.

The 36-year-old Willinms is o rela-
tive unknown who has served just one
year at Ohio State. However, he would
appear to have a great ahot to atay if his
former Pittsburgh boss, Walt Harris, is
hired as the new head man,

Heacock is a topflight assistant and
recruiter, The former head coach at
Illinois State could have a reasonable
chance to stay.

What I ...

As is natural, some of the coaches
expressed regret upon learning the
news.

“I feel badly,” Stobart said. “1 kept
thinking, a play here, a play there, that
it might never have come to this.”

Added Conley, "I guess one of the
greatest sixth senses is hindsight, but
no, you don't really ever think about
that in this profession. Obviously we
wish we could have won all our games,
but you can't spend your time wonder-
ing about this job and what if the situa-
tion were different.”

Some of the assistanta reportedly
were unhappy with Cooper's lack of
player discipline, a bone of contention
with Geiger. But none of them wanted
to shed light on that issue moments
after Cooper was fired,

“Being on the ingide and knowing
some of the things that have gone
wrong or bad or whatever, I consider
mysell a Buckeye, and I will always be
one and that will never change,”
Spencer said. “1 feel that there are some
things that are within the family that
are best not said. Obviously 1 have some
feelings about a lot of things and know
a lot of things and wish some things
were different. But that's not the case.

“If you can look at yourself in the
mirror and say, ‘Hey, I've done my job, 1
know I've done the best that I can pos-
sibly do," then there’s nothing else you
can do.”
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Ome thing about the final days of the
John Cooper era at Ohio State: They were
po disastrous that there was no quibbling
when OSU athletic director Andy Geiger
finally pulled the plug on the 13-year
conch.

There was none of the uproar that
accompanied the dismissal of Earle Bruce

back in 1987, After the eventa of the last

month or so of Cooper’s tenure, culminat~
ing in the embarrassing loss to South
Carolina in the Outback Bowl, you had to

defeats for 13 years,
It wis what happened between the
Michigan game and the Outback Bowl

low offengive lineman LeCharles Bentley
over an alleged altercation during condi-
tioning drills the previous winter.

All of the incidents added up to create
an environment where it appeared that
Cooper had lost control of his team.
Particularly troubling to me was the fact
that these final episodes all involved vet-

outmanned Gamecocks,
out on the road recruiting right now
rather than baby-sitting for granddaugh-
ter Olivia, Instead, they wero outcoached
and outplayed on both sides of the ball by
guﬁulgamnmmdmmaekab
To mako matters worse, ns Ohio native
Rynn Brewer — spurned by the B
out of Troy High School — drove nail
nail into the Buckeyes' coffin, the Ohio
State players reverted to the type of cheap
shots that they had been guilty of for
much of the senson. Again, it gave the
appearance of a coach who had no control
of his team.
The whole mess reminded me of com-
ments from Cooper carlier in the season,

Originally Published: Jan. 13, 2001

The End Was So Bad, There Was No Outcry At All

captains to try to fix the problem. Often,
some of his captains were worst
offenders. Again, he looked like o coach
with no control of his team.

dream of. Not only does he get a chance to
play ngainst the team that passed over
him, but he has a carcer day against that
team, holping establish his own toam as a
player on the national scene in the

process.
I beliove Brower illustrated a funda-
mental flaw in John coaching
ability. I don't think he would have been
able to motivate a player like Brewer to
excel against the tenm that shunned him
the way Lou Holtz did. I just don't think
that ability -is in Cooper's makeup.
Similarly, with everyone in Raymond
James ‘Stadium knowing that Brewer
would be out to prove the Buckeyes made
a mistake by not recruiting him, Cooper
was not able to motivate his defense to

stop Brewer,

Cooper’s biggest motivational job at
08U probably came during the Mi
game back in 1994, Bolstered by the
“Tunnel of Pride,” Cooper stunned his
team by smasghing o blackboard at half
timo and spurred his team to his firet win
over the Wolverines, But many felt that
Cooper’s act of destruction waa contrived,
and he never tried it ngain. It just wasn't
him.

Perhaps it was that lack of fire in his
personality that kept his teams from tak-
ing that last step to the national champi-
onship. Instend, the Buckeyes and their
fans were left with some close calls, but
their championship hopes were always
thwarted, usually by archrival Michigan,

Those not fumiliar with the Ohio Stata
program may wonder why Geiger would
fire 0 conch with n 715 winning percent-
age who twice led his team to a No. 2
ranking in the country. Obviously, the fact
that 42 percent of Cooper's losses were
against Michigan and in bowl games wos
o factor. Those loases would also indicate
thut Cooper’s teams often seemoed to not
improve an seasons progreased,

Cooper’s teams also frequantly lost in
nn embarrassing fashion, The embarrass-
ments started early enough. The
Buckeyes had been flawless in their first
gamoe under Cooper, an impressive 26-9
win over Syracuse, But the next week out,
the Buckeyes were crushed at Pitt, 42-10,
quickly taking the early luster off the
Cooper regime.

That first season featured many other
shiners, including a 41-7 losa to Indiann
— dubbed "Darkest Day I1,” after Bruce
had called o logs to the Hoosiers the year
before “the darkest day in Ohio State foot~
ball history” — and the loas to Purdue in
Ohio Stadium when the Buckeyes were
unable to stop little-known senior fullback
Ernie Schramayr, who caught 13 passes
ngninst OSU after entering the game with
only five catches for his eareor.

There was the game against USC in
1990 when Cooper threw in the towel

because of lightning with time still on the
clock and the awful loas to Air Force in the
Liberty Bowl later that season after many
Buckeyes had complnined publicly about
even having to go to Memphis,

Fow will forget the 31-3 loas to
Michigan in 1991, complete with
Desmond Howard's Heisman pose, follow-
ing the announcemnent that morning that
Cooper was having his contract extended,
nor the stunning 280 loss to the
Wolverines in 1993 when the Buckeyes
were making their fimt run at the Rose
m:nd national championship under

Then there was the 63-14 debacle at
Penn State in 1994 and Tim Biakabutuka
guining an incredible 313 yarda to help
Michigan keep the Buckeyes out of the

all Buckeye fans, The fact that an addi-
tional loss to the Wolverines in 1996 and
another ombarrassing loss, this time to

best shota at national acelaim were in
that period between 1995 and "98 and the
program was on a downhill slide. The con-
tinued foilures, especially
Michigan, were giving rival recruiters
plenty of anti-Ohio State ammunition.

on Sunday than whether the B
could beat Michigan on the final Sa
of the season,

too - badly naffected, I don't think this
should be n rush decision just because of
recruiting. [ would rather sacrifice a year
of recruiting and bring in the right guy
than hasten the selection process and get
the wrang guy.

1 don't have a particular preference at
this point. 1 would like to see a coach who
commands respoct and discipline and has
n good offensive mind, The Buckeyes need
to maove forward on that side of the ball,
An Ohio background would be nice for the
next conch, but I don't consider it manda-

tory.

By the way, people tend to forget that
thae choies of Cooper back in late 1987 was
very popular at the time. Cooper had led
Arizona State to the Rose Bowl and his

following a 4-6-1 ecampaign.
“We're not going out there to be a nice
guy and try to please everybody on the
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