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PLEASE RUSH!I

September 21, 2002

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Duckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

What do you get for the true fresh-
ishing yards

man who has almost 500 rn
in his team'’s first three gnmos?

Well, o nickname might be a good
start

‘When 1 came back into t |
alling me The

room, thoy

Franchise," OSU f{reshman tailback
Maurice Clarett said oafter his latest
explogion at Ohio Stadium

Clarett b sred Washington State
into submission, carrying 31 times for
230 yards and two touchdowns as the
sixth-ranked Buck
10th-rated Cougar

In the days leading up to the
Washington State game, Clarett was
quoted in an ESPN.com article ns soy
. ing, *I'm playing for the guy who works
PREPARE TO BE BOWLED OVER — Ohio State freshman running gy § svery day so he ean pay 850 to
back Maurice Clarett (13) has Washington State's Erik Coleman in his  wateh us play. T want him to get his
sights as he tries to get more yvardage out of one of his long runs. money's worth to leave the stadium
R thinking, “That was one of the best

= football players I've ever seon.'”

In Thls Issue Of BSB After punishing would-be Cougars
tacklers most of the day, Clarett
askoed if he had succoedod in ac ]'I.il'\'l.l):[
that goal

“l think so0," he said

stopped  the
7 sSoept 14

LFF (AT

* Kicker Mike Nugent a model of consis-
tency this season (Page §5)

* Van Wert, Ohio, offensive lineman “Some people

Andrew Crummey holding out hope for offer wark all week. All the wa to look

from Ohio State (Page 11) o ) forward to is the Buckeyes game. Thon
:d l:‘""l:'k":" coverage of OSUs win over they come out here and some of them

Washington State (Pages 14- have the worst seats in the house

23)

* OSU tight end HBen
Hartsock makes one-handed
catehes look easy (Page 24)

¢ Cie Grant settles in at
outside linebacker (Page
26)

* OSU-Cincinnati pre-
view, including a look at
special events planned in

Section ZZ, Seat 99, Basically, all they
can see is the top of our helmets

“But they came to see o good game
just like the people in the good seats. |
try to give people their money's worth
I try and work hard for every fan in the
stadium.”

Clarett, at 6-0 and 230 pounds, is
certminly the working man's tailback
with the way he takes on defenders

the Queen City over the EBon Hartsock “One thing that | think about
weekend of _L;‘,[,{_ 21 (Pages 27-31) Maurice Clarett 15 | think a little bit
+ Big Ten commissioner Jim Delany, con- like when we had Keith Byars here, he

ware on people,” said OSU coach Jim
Tressel. "In that first quarter you
might get him down for 2 (yards) and
then in the second quarter you might
get him down for 3. In the third quar

ter you couldn't get him down. He's

ference coaches discuss future of the Bowl
Championship Series (Pages 32-33)

* Archie Griffin nears 30th anniversary
of his breakout game against North Carolina
in 1972 (Time and Change, Page 34)

8% The Franchise
‘3% Punishes WSU

Tressel Likens Clarett To Byars
After Freshman Tramples Cougars

that kind of guy.”

Clarett, lnst vear's USA Today
national kigh school offensive player of
the year and Ohio Mr. Football award

winner at Warren (Ohio) Harding,
burst on the scene at OSU with 175
yards and three touchdownas in the sea
son-opening win over Texas Tech

He was all smiles that day as he
helped semor defensive end Kenny
Peterson lug the Pigskin Classic tro
phiy up the ramp to the locker room

But those smiles turned to scowls

two weeks later when he amassed just
G4 yards, scored twice and lost 2 fum-
ble in OSU's rout of Kent State

With the showdown with
Washington State looming, many
believed Tressel would rely on Clarett
and the running game to soften up the
Cougars

Those predictions were correct as
Clarott ended the day with the sixth
highest single-game rushing total in
school |'|I"-II|I_\'
His yordage total trails only Archis
Griffin's 239-vard game against North
Carolina in 1972 for OSU true frosh
men (see graphic and story, page 34

“Muaurice believes in our offensive
line,” Tressel said. *He is a great foot
ball player. I thought our offensive line
did a good job against a very good
defensive front.”

Through gamoes played Sept. 14,
Clarett ranked third nationally in
rushing yards per game. He
yards on 63 carries, an averag
yards per contest. That trailed only
Kent State |pl.‘ll'|l'1’}1:u‘il Joshua Cribbs
(164 yards per game) and Southern
Miss' Derrick Nix (158).

As the season began, Clarett was
viewed to be in a plateon at tailback
with sophomores Lydell Ross and
Muaurice Hall. But if this game against
n quality opponent is any indication,
O5U will give Clarett most of the
meaningful carries with Ross and Hall
providing a change of pace and relief
cfforts

“I think Lydell and Maurice come in
and give a good tempo change, and
they have upsides in their own right,”

see graphic, page 12)

Continued On Page 12
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Tressel Is No Stranger To The Clarett Magic

Continued From Page 1

Tressel said, *We need to be deep at
overy position if we want to become the
tearmn that we have our sights set on.

“Wo've got good backs. We need to
have good backs, | mean, 1 saw Lydell
Ross make a big play that helped our
football team. Maurice Hall has made
big plays. You know, Maurice Clarett, 1
fult, was the right guy to go just like we
say at quarterback Craig Krenzel in
my mind is the right guy to go, and on
down through the rest of the positions

“Now we're going to go on the road
against a good football team, then
we're going to start the Big Ten, We're
going to need Maurice Clarett to be as
good as ho can, and he will work that
way in practice and become that. But
wa also need those other guys to keep
gotting better, We're going to need
that.®

More Than Meets The Eye

During his time as the Youngstown
State head coach, Tressel said he
recalled going to see Clarett play on
local high school fields in the
Mahoning Valley.

“I've been watching him for so long,”
Tressel said. “I see the same guy who
was down at Austintown Fitch as o
ninth-grader or at Warren Harding or
wherever. Ho's a guy that loves to play
the gamo. | see the same guy that prac-
tices. He practices just like he plays.
He just goes after it.

“You appreciate that about him, I'm
sure hoe planted the questions (by the
media) about getting more carries
because he'd like to have the ball every
play. If it was up to him we'd be in that
Jumbo formation every play.”

OSU running backs coach Tim

Spencer, himself a former OSU tail-
back great, was asked how Clareti
compares to his prized pupil, 1985

THE SPIRIT!
We're Your
Downtown Connection
To OSU Gifts,
Buckeye Sportswear
And So Much More!

Duckeye Connection
Ohio Center Mall, 400 North High 5t
Columbus, Ohin 43215

Phone (614) 228-0196

PROMISED LAND GREETINGS — Ohio State
quarterback Craig Krenzel (top) congratulates
running back Maurice Clarett after Clarett scored
one of his two touchdowns on the afternoon.

Heisman Trophy winner Eddie George.

“"He reminds me of Eddie when it
comes to the work ethic,” Spencer said
“Ho comes to work every day, He has
upped the level of play in the running
backs and that hasn't been there since
Eddie. He kicks it up a notch and when
the young guys see that out there they
respect that.”

08U linebacker Matt Wilhelm said
it's good to have a guy like Clarett on
his side.

“He works hard from Sunday to
Friday to get better every week,” he
said. "Everything he gets he deserves,
I take him for granted. We had a three-
headed monster at tailback, but I think
one of them rose to the top

“We know Maurice is going to go out
there and break tackles. That's all you
can ask for out of a back.”

Krenzel said he is impressed with
the way Clarett, who enrolled early at
08U last winter, has picked up the
offense so quickly.

“Maurice’s biggest attribute is he
knows what's going on,” Krenzel said
"Any guy can take a handoff and run
with the ball. But the thing that sets
him apart from any other freshman is
the way he came in and picked things
lI]'l.

0OSU offensive coordinator Jim
Bollman came to the Buckeyes last
year after coaching stints in the NFL

0SU 200-Yard Rushing Games

Hore Is a look at the 14 games In OSU history where a player has
rushed for 200 or more yards,
Playar Opponent, Date Score Att. Yds, TOs
Eddie George llinois, Nov. 11, 1995 W 413 36 214 2
Kaeith Byars Minois, Oct. 13, 1084 W 4538 39 274 5
Archie Griffin lowa, Nov. 17, 1973 w, 5513 30 246 1
Archie Griffin Morth Caroling, Sept. 30, 1072 W 2014 27 238 1
Raymont Harrs  BYU, Dec. 30, 1993 W, 2821 36 235 3
Maurice Clarett Washinglon State, Sept. 14, 2002 W, 257 31 230 2
Ollie Cline Pittsburgh, Nov. 10, 1945 W 140 33 229 1
Calvin Murray Indiana, Oct. 18, 1980 W. 2717 356 224 2
Eddie Georgo Michigan State, Oct. 15, 1994 W, 237 20 219 1
Eddie George  Washinglon, Sept. 16, 1985 W 3020 36 212 2
Michaol Wiley  Missour, Sept. 19, 1508 W, 3514 24 200 2
Loren White lowa, Nov, 15, 1958 W. 3828 33 209 3
Eddie George Notre Dame, Sopt, 30, 1985 W, 4526 32 207 2
Eddie George Northwestern, Oct. 1, 1994 W. 1715 390 2006 1

with Philadelphia and
Chicago. When he
heaps praise on a col-
lege player, it is usual-
ly well deserved.

"He's a good play-
er,” Bollman said.
“There's nothing |
can't say about him,
He's really strong,
really fost and he has
good hands, He maybe
needs to learn to be a
better blocker and 1
know he will. But he
knows who he is sup-
posed to block.™

Fuming Over
The Fumble

Clarett met with

reporters only briefly
following the Kent
State game. It was
apparent something
was bothering him.
“l was mad because 1
fumbled last week,” Clarett explained.
“It's a privilege to carry the ball for
Ohio State. You've got 100,000 people
depending on you every time you carry
the ball "

Speaking at his Sept. 10 luncheon,
Tressel said he understood why Clarett
was bothered by the fumble,

"I worry more about people who
don't care,” Tressel said. "Maurice is
someone who cares an extraordinary
amount. Maurice has some amazing
standards on what he wants to be and
he has some amaging standards about
what he wants this team to be.

"I'm sure he didn't feel good about
the fumble. Beyond that, I don't know
anything else. | know from when |
threw an interception, 1 know how |
felt. You're the right guy to have on the
team if you're miserable about it. [
have a feeling Maurice was miserable
about that.”

T DREHM

Doing It All

Ohio State trailed Washington State
7-6 at halftime, The Buckeyes needed a
spark to start tho sccond hall and
Clarett, who would go on to pick up 194
of his yards on 20 second-half carries,
provided the ignition on OSU's first
l'l(l:ﬂ"‘!l!ﬂ[)n.

Here are three of his highlight-reel
runs from that drive.

* The Buckeyes were backed up om

their own 8-yard line after a punt. On
first down there, Clarett took a handoff
left, cut off a block by pulling guard
Bryce Bishop and turned the corner for
i 44-yard gain, WS8U's Erik Coleman
had a slight angle on Clarett and saved
the touchdown by collaring him from
behind

“The run he broke there was a dou-
ble down off-tackle,” Spencer snid. "He
just bounced it outside and took it
around the corner.”

* Facing first down at the WSU 23,
the Buckeyes ran a similar play to the
opposite side. This time left guard
Mike Stafford pulled back and blocked
the frontside linebacker, WSU'
Coleman attempted to make o diving
stop as teammale Jason David came
up to try to elean up the play.

But Clarett lowered his head, put a
shoulder into David and bounced off
him — while also eluding Coleman. He
was able to continue for a fow more
yards before being shoved out of
bounds at the WSU 3

* On the very next play from the
WSU 3, OSU went with a Jumbo for-
mation with an extra lineman. Then
the Buckeyes pulled Stafford back to
the right as well. Fullback Brandon
Schnittker tried to provide some block-
ing for Clarett. There did not appear to
be much of a hole, but Clarett put his
head down and bulled ahead for the
touchdown that gave the Buckeyos the
lead for good

In this one critical possession,
Clarett had shown his speed, resiliency
and power

“He's a guy who really tries to do
everything,” Bollman said. "He tries to
help everybody. He's not afraid of it, He
doesn't back off."

All of this brings us back to just how
the massea should refer to Clarett. In
addition to "The Franchise,” other
nicknames making the rounds include
*“Iriple Threat Clarett,” *Maurice The
Beast” and “The Truth”

No freshman has ever done this
before but if he isn't careful, the words
*Heisman Trophy winner” could apply.

Clarett deflected the notion he is
already a candidate for the college
game’s highest individual honor.

“I'm just taking it game by game,
he said. “I'm not after any individual
award or individual attention. I'm just
worried about Cincinnati right now.
I'm not worried about any awards.”

12 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN September 21, 2002



Originally Published: Sept. 21, 2002

OHIO STATE VS. WASHINGTON STATE

Bucks Run, Run, Run Away With It

OSU Rushing
Attack Much Too
Much For WSU

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Huckeyeo Sports Hulletin Editor

It is not very often that a 12-point
third quarter would be labeled an explo-
sion. But in a tight, defensive battle,
that kind of period can sometimes mean
the world

Trailing 7-6 at halftime, sixth-ranked
Ohio State got a touchdown, a field goal
and a safety in the pivotal third quarter
and cruised to m 25.7 win over 10th.
ranked Washington State before an
Ohio Stadiume-record crowd af 104,553
Sept. 14

“We were down 7-6 at halltime, but
wo were playing a good team,” said OSU
cosch Jim Tressel, whose team improved
to 3-0, “We had not been in that situa-
tion a lot and we have a lot of young peo-
ple playing for us

*I thought the older guys did a good
job working with the younger guys and
lotting them know what we needed. The
crowd also did a good job. It was just a
great game.”

The Buckeyes rode the hard running
of tailback Mnurice Clarett and an
inspired defensive effort to the victory,

Clarett ended vp with 230 yards and
two touchdowns on 31 carries for the
Buckeyes, His yardage total stands as
the sixth-highest single-game mark in
school history and the second most by an
0OSU freshman (seo cover story)

“The big players make the big plays

ATF DRE
HELD BACK — Ohio State defensive end Will Smith (93) is tied up by
a Washington State lineman as quarterback Jason Gesser attempts a
pass.

minutes in the second half

*The defense picked us up today by
playing tremendous,” said OSU quarter-
baek Craig Krenzel, who attompted just
10 passes, comploting four of them for
71 yards

“The most important thing we

in the big game,” Clarett said.

Clarett fueled OSU's second-half
emergence, He had 194 of his yards in
the second half. OSU outgained WSU
254-91 and held the ball for just over 20

Columbus the best || |
italian food since 1945

Florentine

for lunch or dinner
907 West Broad * Phone 228-2262
3 minutes from Broad & High
Adjacent free parking

showed today was that even when the
l“l]"l('ntlll“ wan ““1. in our Iu'l\'l’r llllll we
weren't playing well, we stayed together,

played tough, and we came back out and
went after them in the second half,” he
said

The defense allowed WSU (2-1) to
score on its first possession but with-
stood a strong passing onslaught the
rest of the way.,

“We had an opportunity to play in a
big arena, the big show, and we didn't
get it done,” said WSU coach Mike Price
“It's just ns simple as that,

“In the second half, we had some
opportunities to score touchdewns and
didn’t take advantage of them, We left
our defonse on the field too long, and
their running game was too dor nt"

WSU quarterback Jason Gesser, a
Heisman hopeful, ended up 256 of 47
passing for 247 yards with one touch-
down and two interceptions

“It comes down to execution,” Gesser
said, *I didn't hit the hot reads when 1
was supposed to, | was looking for big-
ger things and didn't get them. [ have to
hit the hot reads when they blitz

“I take full blame for this game. We
had chances down there in the red zone
When we get down there, we have to put
points on the board and we weren't able
to do that today.”

The Buckeyes sacked the slusive
Gesser just twice, But the strong overall
effort helped OSU contain the Cougars

“Everybody had a job to do” said
08U defensive end Will Smith
"Everybody went out and did their job
well. We felt in the first half we didn't
stop them the way we wanted to stop
them. We got into the locker room,
talked it over and did a much better job
in the second half."

“l believe we made a statement,”
andded OSU defensive end Darrion
Secott, who notched one of the sacks
with a brutal hit on Gesser. “They have
a pretty good offensive line. For us to
come out and hold that team to seven
points is pretty good. They have a
highly explosive offense. What
can we do than that?”

more

2 Bars Under 1 Roof

The Newest Gathering Place for

Sports Fans in the Campus Area
* New Ownership *

* Newly Renovated Bar ¢

Happy Hour 2-9pm * Pool Special 2:30-6pm

222 E. 11th Ave.

(Comer of L1th Ave. & Summit)
also at 5432 N. High St.

'ming Now!

Join Us at:

— E———
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OHIO STATE VS. WASHINGTON STATE

As It Happened

0SU had the ball to open the game,
and on the first play from scrimmage,
Krenzel faked and threw a deep out to
split end Michael Jenkins for a 33-yard
gain down to the WSU 32,

But m fulse start penalty stunted the
possession and, after Krenzel found Chris
Gamble for an 8-yard gain down to the 26,
the Buckeyes had to settle for Mike
Nugent's 43-yard field goal and a 3-0 lead
with 13:19 left in the first quarter,

Washington State answered with an
11-play, BO-yard scoring march. Gesser
connocted on 5 of 6 passes on the dnve,
converting a pair of third downs on a 10-
yard pass to Scott Lunde and a 39.yard
seroen to Cole Sheridan down to the OSU
5. On third-and-goal, Gesser dropped and
threw a fade to Devard Darling over OSU
corner Richard McNutt. The play put
WSU up 7-3 with 8:33 left in the first
quarter.

The Cougars were in business on their
next possession, driving down to the QSU
38. But WSU went for it on fourth-and-6
and Gesser, under heavy pressure by
0SU's Kenny Peterson, threw incomplete.

OSU used an eight-play, 45-yard pos-
session to trim the lead to 7-6. The key
play was a 36-yard run by Lydell Ross on
his first carry of the game. Working out of
a split backfield with Clarett, Ross used o
big block by Clarett on the frontside line-
backer to rip off his big run down to the
WSU 19.

But another OSU false start, followed
by a sack of Krenzel, forced the Buckeyes
to again settlo for a Nugent field goal,
again a 43-yarder, with 12:09 left in the
second quarter.

The Cougars again threatened late in
the half, moving 68 yards in 13 plays down
to the OSU 12, But on fourth-and-goal
there, o bad feld-goal snap hit holder
Collin Henderson in the helmet and the
Buckeyes took posseasion

“We had a chance to go ahead maybe
14-6," Price said. "But we have to kick it
instead. Then it looked like we snapped
the ball before the holder was ready. He is
supposed to wait until the holder puts his
hand up.”

The Cougars had the ball to open the
second hall and picked up 27 yards before
the Buckeyes forced a punt.

08U took over on its own 9 and moved
91 yards in an efficient eight plays to grab
the lead. On the first play, Clarett went
left behind n block from guard Bryce
Bishop and rolled for o 44-yard gain, WSU
defensive bock Erik Coleman had an
angle on Clarett and pulled him down
from behind. Otherwise he would have
been gone for the long touchdown

“I know | was going to get caught so |
Just kopt on running,” Clarett said.

Krenzel then found Chris Vance for a
14-yard pickup. Krenzel converted a third
down with a G-yard run down to the WSU
23,

On fiest down, Clarett went right and
bounced off a pair of WSU defenders on
his way to a 20-yard scamper down the
gideline. On the next play, he powered in
for the 3-yard touchdown behind right
tackle, giving the Buckeyes n 13-7 lend
with 8:37 left in the third quarter.

Things went from bad to worse for
WSU as Geaser was intercepted by OSU's
Matt Wilhelm on his next pass attempt.
Wilhelm stepped in front of a pass intend-
ed for Darling and tipped it to himself for
the pick.

The Buckeyes could not convert that
miscué into points but scored on their next
possession as Nugent drilled a d4-yard
field goal to make it 16-7 with 1:57 left in

the third,

Disaster then struck one more time on

WSU, which was pushed back on its ensu.
ing possession by a holding penalty A
fourth-down
Bienemann sailed
Basler's head and out of the end zone for a
safety, extending the OSU advantage to
18-7 with 47 seconds left in the third quar-
ter.

snap by Troy
over punter Kyle

punt

The Buckeyes got possession after the

free kick and rolled 66 yards in 10 plays to
their final touchdown. Clarett was the
workhorse, carrying seven times for 36
yards

Kreazel set up the touchdown, howev-

er, with his 29-yard scamper down to the
WSU 1. On first-and-goal there, Clarett
scored standing up behind right tackle,
pushing the OSU lead to 25-7 with 10:41
left in the game.

Washington State enjoyed its bost

offensive push of the second half, going 66
yurds in 13 plays. But Gesser’s fourth-
down pass was intercepted by OSU fresh-
man Tyler Everett at the OSU 4 with 7:.10
left.

“We were in man coverage,” Everett
said, "I was supposed to switch, but [ went
with the guy who was in motion, Then 1
saw (Darling) croas my face. | knew there
wasn't a safety in the middle of the field so
I had to get back there and make the play.

“The quarterback threw it up and I just
jumped up and grabbed it.”

The Buckeyes succeeded in running
out the final 7:10 on offense in a 12-play
poascanion

Game Notes

¢ OSU improved to 8-0 all-time against
Washington State, including 7-0 in
Columbus,

* This was OSU's first home win over o

Some news is far too

good to whisper.

In fact, it's really worth
shouting about.

0CLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc., a provider of computer-
and World Wide Web-based services lfor librarles around

the world, has been selected one of the nati

to work in Information Technology by IDG's Computerworld in its

annual ranking of the best work environment

Computerworld cited OCLC for superior performance in the cate-

Dot

toVWork
1I1| I '..
2002
education - WorldCat -
on's 100 best places

s for IT workers.

OCLC CONGRATULATES OUR EMPLOYEES ON WINNING THIS

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD,

gories of Staff Promoted, Minority Employees/Minority

Managers, the Number of Days of Training,
Employee Turnover.

and low rates ol IT

OCLE Onling Compriater Litimary Canter, ing
G384 Frants Road, Dublls, Ol )01

A global ploneer in library information solutions connecting to

41,000 libraries In 82 countries, Dublin, O

OCLC is home to the most consulted database in higher

o = headquartered

and the Dewey Decimal Classification sys-
tem, According to Fred Lauber, Vice President, OCLC Information
Technology, "OCLC works hard to create and sustain career
development and benefits programs for IT professionals.”

Furthating Accass Ta The Waild's infarmation

L b Sl o 4 e b o B

top-10 team since a 28-9 victory over No, 7
Penn State on Oct. 3, 1998. OSU was
ranked No. 1 at the time.

This also was OSU's first home win
over a top-10 ranked nonconference team
since a 36-33 win over No. 7 LSU in 1988,
The Buckoyes were not ranked for that
game

The Buckeyes are now 22-22.4 all-time
against top-10 teams at home, including 4-
6-1 against nonconference top-10 oppo-
nents at home.

OSU is now §59-43-8 all-time against
top-10 opponents. OSU's record against
top-26 ranked opponents improved to 98
94-12,

¢ Treasel's record at OSU improved to
10-5 and his earcer mark stands ot 145-
32.2.

* The crowd total eclipsed the previous
record of 104,407 set last year against
Ilinois.

www.oclCorg

.
4
—

MAKE US

XD

~FOOTBALL HQ

FOR HOME 6 AWAY GAMES

Football Friday Nights

1460 WBNS-AM The Fan

* Live from the Buckeye from 3pm to J!‘“
» Jim Lachey, anul Keelsé_Nark}ngu | ,f

& Raymont Harris

Friday Fire-U[i Pep Rally

* Register to win.a party at the

Buckeye Hall of Fame Café
* Live entertainment by =
The Tailgators every Friday
* Bucket Beer Specials!!!
1421 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, Ohio 43212
(614) 291-CAFE (2233)
BuckeyeHallolFameCafe.com

HOME

Saturday OSU Game Days

--1460-WBNS AM l"hé Fan

X3 Pgﬂ_{,_umeﬁhuw live from the Buckeye
* lan Fitzsimmons, Mark Wyant &

Raymont Harris

AWAY
for away games

Shultlc to the Shoe. Leave the driving to us.
Only $7 round trip.

* Q-Zone with Q-FM 96
» Cheer on the Buckeyes on the road
_ _ ~ with the best fans in the land

— ' * Win prizes Hosted by Joe Show
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Continued From Page 16

Dantomio felt it was just o matter of
time before the true athletes rose to the
top

“It felt like we ware playing OK but we
needed to settle down,” he said. “We made
a couple of adjustments at halftime, but
really its all just players playing”

Even with the substandard play, the
defense took a few things to heart at half
time.

“We knew we played a bad first half and
we were down one point to a good team,”
Wilhelm said. “We knew if we played Ohio
State football, we would come out and pros-
per.

Notice To Defenses: We're Running
Ohio State fans who look back at the
glory days of the Woody Hayes era talk
with pride about the OSU running game
back then. Today when the play calling is
handoff, handoff, handofl the coach often is
stamped as too stubborn or unimaginative,
Boos tend to cascade down from the stands.
Yot there were the tuckeyes in a very
big gnme with Washington State Sept. 14
in Ohio Stadium and none of the record
crowid of 104,563 seemed to mind that OSU
ran 64 plays and ran on 54 of them.
Maybe it was because the big, bad
Buckeyes of the Big Ten showed their Pac-
10 countarparts what Midwestern football
in all about. More likely it was because

Originally Published: Sept. 21, 2002

Prolific Ground Numbers Recall Days Of Yore

freshman sensation Maurice Clarett can
make oven the most basic straight-ahead
rushing play exciting with his log-churn-
ing, tackle-breaking style, Or maybe it
that head coach Jim Tressel is showing
that you still can beat n good team with a
game plan straight out of Bedrock.

Former OSU quarterback and ESPN
analyst Kirk Herbstreit said the key to the
game would be OSUs passing game
against the Cougars’ press-up defense that
would dare OSU to throw. Tressel also hint-
od ot os much earlier in the woeek, talking
often about his passing attack and how the
game likely would go down to the ball being
in the air and someone making a play.

When WSU came out with nine men
jammed up to the line, the Buckoyes threw
on their very first offensive play, a 33-yard
connection between quarterback Craig
Krenzel and wideout Mike Jenkings, The
Buckeyes threw two more tmes — and
were sot up to throw another play that was
wiped out by a motion penalty — in the
midst of a drive that led to a quick 3-0 lead.

But Tressel and offensive coordinator
Jim Bollman refused to get caught up in a
shooting match. They pounded the running
game for a total of 292 rushing yards, 230
of thom thanks to Clarett, Stubborn or not,
it worked, even after OSU trailed 7-6 at
halftime,

“Number one, I'm very thankful that we
were able to get n win and that we can
come back and learn, because wo ought to
be able to learm a lot from this game,”
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tections on our passes.”

Krenzel said the Buckeyes
stuck to their intentions even
when things weren't clicking.

*We came out in the first
holf and we were trying to
smash it at them” he said.
“That was our game plan. We
were trying to out-physical
them. But we did some things
that were kind of disruptive
in the first hal{"

In disappointments of
recent years, the Buckeyes
have been criticized for being
a poor adjustment team
Agninst WSU, it was the
opposite

“We might have been at
each other’s throats in the
locker room at halftime in
yoars past,” tight end Ben
Hartsock said. “That we were
able to calmly figure what to
do spoke to me about our
team.”

Instead of scrapping plans
to run, the Buckeyes simply
talked about blocking assign-
ments and  being  more
attuned to the play. That they
were able to stay on the
ground and grind out a good
team may speak volumes to
the Wisconsing and
Michigans out there who no

LONE GRAB — Ohio State receiver Chris
Vance (4) made his first catch of the season
— a l4-yarder that was his only one of the

game — in the third quarter,

Bollman said.

“I think that we would have liked to
have run the ball like that in the first half,
but we never really got in syne and got a
chanee to do it. Maurice had some great
runs in the second half and we got more in
syne and didn't run some of the same pro-

T R doubt will be hell-bent on

slowing down the run game
in future weelks,

I think we're going to see
that type of defensive look a
lot this season,” Krenzel said
“We're going to see safeties in the box, eight
or nine guys in the box trying to stop our
run game bocause everyone knows we're a
power-run football team.™

But against Washington State, at least,
the Buckoyes were able to impose their will
on their opponent, Best of all, the Cougars

"The best Buckeye variety"

Biickeyedpirit

Stop in our High Street location I
at uckeye Books

and get 2 FREE t-shirts

when you buy one t-shirt!

P luicheyehooks 2
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looked wrung out at the end of the gume,

“Bafore the drive where we finished the
game out, we got out there and I think
Maurice had another long run to get a first
down right off the get-go,” Hartsock
recalled. “] think then they really were got-
ting tired and everybody kind of noticed it
then.

“It's exciting for us to have that feeling,
that, ‘Hey, we've really got these guys
We're still going. We're strong,’ and they
were over there sucking wind.”

Added Bollman, *I'm sure that was kind
of disheartening to them.”

Clarett Leaves Teammates in Awe

Clarett continued to come into the
national picture with his outstanding day
(31 carries, 230 yards, 7.4 per carry, two
touchdowns). In the meantime he opened
more eyes on his own team.,

“What do you want me to say?
Unbelievable,” Bollman said. “Give him the
ball and run out of the way. He put it in his
mind hoe was going to gain some yards, did-
n't he?

“He does some amazing things with the
ball, He doos some amazing things getting
in the open and then when he's not in the
open he does some amazing things drag-
ging people with him.”

Krenzel has had the best view of anyone
in watching Clarett become a star.

“Maurice is a great player,” he said.
“He's very patient. He waits for the holes
Oniee he sees the hole he cuts up. He's very
nggressive, he's fast, he can make a big
play as you saw today. He's a great football
player. But he'll probably be the first one to
tell you he can’t take all the credit.™

The offensive line and blockers were
suspoct going in but now are getting credit
on highlight plays where Clarett gains big
yardage. That, of course, just increases the
confidence of both factions

“He makes it easy for us to block for him
and we make it easy for him to run the
ball,” Hartsock said. “Whenever we can
give him just n little crease he can get
through and break a tackle here and there,
and that's where that chemastry is starting
to develop and we're really starting to be
successful

“He had some great individual efforts,
but we did let him get into tho secondary
and get past that level and get himself into
position to do well.”

Krenzel Stays In Background

The Buckeyes didnt have a passing play
the rest of the day to match the success of
the one that opened the game. Krenzel, in
fact, completed just three other tosses, fin.
ishing a modest 4 of 10 for 71 yards and suf-
fering four sacks, But for the third straight
game this season he did not throw an inter-
coption and had a big hand in the offense’s
effectivencss by leading and checking into
the right plays.

As for the lost yardage, Krénzel often

Originally Published: Sept. 21, 2002
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CONSTANT PRESSURE —
Though he often got the ball
away, WSU quarterback Jason
Gesser felt the heat all day from
Buckeyes such as Will Smith
(back) and Kenny Peterson.

didn't have a chance to escape as the pock-
et collapsed quickly.

“A lot of things that Craig didn't do in
the first half, they werent all his fault,”
Bollman said. "It was ridiculous pass pro-
tection. How would you like to be a quarter-
back back there with that? That was awful.”

Krenzel was disappointed in the lnck of
balance but apologized for nothing after a
25T win,

“We know wo'ro going to have to make
plays ngainst that type of defense with the
passing game,” said the junior signal caller.
"We made some good plays early but we
didn't make enough.”

Some players such as Hartsock belioved
the swirling wind had something to do with
that. Krenzel, for example, recognized
Chris Vance open behind the defense on
one scramble play but couldnt keep his
toas in bounds when the wind grabbed it

"That made it a tough environment to
throw in,” Hartsock said.

“But | think that this offense has the
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ability to show many different faces, and |
think we'll see that in the future because
wo a8 a team are not concerned with our
offense’s ability to pass the ball”

While the passing game develops,
Krenzel continues to show he's a threat on
the ground. He's done a good job all season
of sensing preasure and moving up in the
pocket. He's also had some big runs remi-
nigcent of his athletic predecessor, Steve
Bellisari.

Tressel, in fact, said the offense had a
pregame goal of Krenzel netting 50 rushing
yards, He netted just 19 but thats due
mostly to 26 minus yards on sacks,

On OSU's first TD drive of the day in
the third quarter, Krenzol kept the chains
moving with a nifty G-yard run on third-
and-4,

“It’s just instinet,” he said, *Anytime you
go into dropback passing, there’s always
the option to run if they forget about the
quarterback or if the pressure comes so
heavy from one side.

“On the third down we tried to get
them on a little play-action because we
had been smashing at them. We were
hoping they would try to bring everybody
up and get tight and bite on the fake
They did a good job covering it but they
left the loft side open, and 1 just tried to
get to the first down.”

Krenzels most memorable run of his
career then followed on the first drive of the
fourth quarter, which sealed the game. On
second-and-12 from the Washington State
30, he ran around the left side on a keeper
and nearly scored on a 29-yard blast

“It waan't called, sctually,” Krenzel said
“Mysell and Mike Jenking were the only
two that knew it. We ran that play a couple
times and they had stuffed us running the
power off to the tight end side, After Thand-
ed the ball off, I'd wash out to the left like
we're supposed to do,

*I told Conch Tressel and (coach Tim)
Spencer that they really weren't paying
attention to the back side so don't be sur-
prised if 1 just kept one, and Coach
Tressel said, ‘Hey, if it's there you do
whatever.' | told Mike, ‘Find me if I've got
the ball and throw a good block for me,'
which he did

“On that play they had their eyes inside
on the back becauss we were smashing

them hard, and 1 just pulled the ball to the
outside.”

Little Leftovers

* Becoming more of a team seemed to be
the magic formula for second-half success.

“We decided that don't think one guy hos
to do it all,” Doss said. "We needed to play as
11 guys. We had to run to the ball and
swarm.”

* Folks were wondering if playing o top-
10 team would finally get the measure of
Ohio State.

Washington State has been a solid road
team the last couple of seasons and didn’t
appear intimidated by the Buckeyes.

With an offense that averaged over 30
points per game last year and was up over
40 per game this season, the single-digit
total for WSU was a bil surprising.

“There were a lot of questions and we
went out there today and really proved our-
selves,” Wilhelm said.

“We faced some adversity and a year ago
I think we might have let some touchdowna
happen in the red zone,” Grant smid. “We
kept fighting and knew our offense would
get the job done.”

* Washington State usually has decent
balance offensively but managed just 17
yards rushing on 22 attempts.

“We did a good job making sure they
couldn't run,” Tressel said. “They hit a cou-
ple of draws on us in the first two series
which we got cleaned up. Our defense dom-
inated from that point on.®

* Lelt tackle Ivan Douglas was guilty of
a couple of illegal motion penalties on key
short-yardage plays, but Bollman did not
place blame on his left tackle.

“We had some problems we caused our-
pelves. We had some offsides where we
cowldn't hoar” Bollman said. "I mean, we
had a critical third-and-2 where we had a
chanco to get the frst down, and all the rest
of the game when we were in that formation
wo ran the ball very well out of it. But the
first time we ran it we couldn't hear.

I mean, the crowd was great, the crowd
was excited, but we couldnt hear.”

* The safety OSU was credited with in
the third quarter — when WSU long snap-
per Troy Bienemann snapped the ball out
of the end zone — was OSU's first since the
Michigan game Iast ssason

. ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY
Monday: Win Calloway Irons
Tuesday: Buffet Night
Wednesday: Ladies Night
Thursday : Win Trip to Mexico

$2.00-16 oz. Coors Light
Friday: Chris Logsdon
Saturday: Dance Party

Sunday: $100 Cash for Karaoke

Adobe Gila's is a Margarita Specialty Bar located in
the upper level of the Easton Town Center in
Columbus, Ohio, and is open daily for lunch and dinner.

Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11 AM - 2:30 AM
Sunday: Noon - 2:30 AM
614.418.7134

Please call ahead for parties of 10 or more.
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TIME AND CHANGE

Originally Published: Sept. 21, 2002

Griffin’s Breakout Game Was 30 Years Ago

EDITOR'S NOTE -~ BSHB is
delighted to welcome Dick Fenlon,
the longtime sports columnist for
The Columbus Dispatch, as a regular
contributor. Fenlon will periodically
provide articles, including this first
installment on the 30-year anniver-
sary of Archie Griffin's breakout
game against North Carolina in 1972,

We have numbers. We have [ots of
numbers, Start with one somewhere in
the middle, Start with 239, Then go back-
ward and forward through just a fow of
the remainder,

From one (the fumble) to two
(Heisman Trophies) to four (number of
varsity seasons) to six (number of other
football-playing brothers) to 11 (number
of 100-yard gnmes in a single season) to
93 (number of consecutive 100-yard
games), thus and so all the way up, up,
up to 5,589 (total yards gained in four
remarkable Ohio State football seasons).

Yeu, start with 239. But remember:
With Archie Griffin, numbers tell you
much, but they tell you a whole lot less
than everything.

He's sitting there now in his office in
Room 225 of St. John Arena — an
upgrade to 239 would certainly seem
appropriate, given the circumstances —
speaking of the relation of numbers
(weight and height in this case) to ability.

“You'll never get me to say that it
makes that much difference,” he's saying.
“They open the holes this way (spreading
wide his armas) not that way” (arms aloft,
touchdown indicator),

“When you're 5-8 (and 180 pounds
fudging) you tell yourself that's all you've
got to go with, and you do the best you
can with what you've got, and that's what
I would recommend to all those kids out
there now.”

Take it from the heart. And keep in
mind, his heart was always one thing
that was pretty much immeasurable,
Maybe that's why — 30 years after his
memorable coming-out party on Sept. 30,
1972 — the Little Big Man casts a larger
shadow over Ohio State football than
even those two unmatched Heismans
would indicate.

“You may never ever do anything like
that again,” Woody Hayes warned him at
the squad meeting two days after he had
run for a then-O8U record of 239 yards in
27 carries against North Carolina in
Ohio Stadium.

Well, forget about that. Starting a
weok later, with his first start in his third
game of his freshman season, he did it

TIME AND CHANGE
with
Dick Fenlon

football-weekly. Oh, not to that magni-
tude = his best was 246 yards gained
against lowa the next season — but in
regular 100-yards-and-up chunks

So now, on a day three decades later in
which his oldest son, Andre, is about to
gradunte from Ohio State, he's sitting
there in Room 225 weighing career
thrills — high school, college and NFL.

“It's my most exciting moment in foot.
ball,” he's saying of the one that came
just 40 days alter he turned 18. *T look nt
that as my springboard. You come to col-
lege and all of a sudden you're playing
before 86,000 people. It was the first year
freshmen were eligible,

“I counted it as a miracle. The night
before, I prayed I'd get the opportunity. 1
really didn't know if I'd get another
chanes after what happened the first
game.”

The first game was his own little
nightmare, Getting in at tailback in the
opening-game victory over lowa two
Saturdays before, the hometown
Eastmoor High School graduate who is
now assistant athletic director for Ohio
State lined up for a pitch right from quar-
terback Dave Purdy.

The hole, he said later, stretched from
here to the horizon, and he failed to look
the ball into his hands. The fumble was
apparently charged to Purdy, but Griffin
takes the rap.

“The old saying is, if you get your
hands on it you ought to catch it,” Griffin
said,

Ho didn't, of course, and he knew that
in football blame begets consequences
and that a fumbler earned the cone-
shaped hat in Professor Haoyes' class-
room,

That's why, apparently, the bobble-
head was figuratively sitting in the cor-
ner the next practice.

“lI wans way down the line,” Griffin
said. “We had Morris Bradshaw, Elmer
Lippert, Rich Gales, Joe DeFillipo. I was
the next one. The only place 1 was listed
was on the freshman team.”

In fact, Griffin had just attended his
first college class three days before the
UNC game. The night before, he wasn't
even with the team, After all, that privi-

0SU Freshman 100-Yard Rushing Games

Hore |s a look at the 15 gamaes In 0SU history whare a true freshman has rushed for 100 or

more yards:

Playsr Opponent, Date Score Att. Yds. TOs
Archie Griffin Narth Caroling, Sept. 30, 197 W, 2914 27 239 1
Maurice Clarett Washington 5t., Sept. 14, 2002 W, 257 31 230 2
Archile Grffin lilinals, Oct. 14, 1972 W, 26-7 27 92 0
Maurice Clarett Texas Tech, Aug. 24, 2002 W, 4521 21 1715 3
Robiert Smith Wisconsin, Nov. 17, 1890 W, 3510 23 i1 2
Dean Sensenbaugher inais, Nov, 13, 1943 W, 29-26 33 171 2
Dante Lee Northwestern, Nov. 4, 1989 w, 52:27 24 157 3
Jaymes Bryant Ltah, Sept. 27, 1986 W, 648 19 145 1
Jaymas Bryant Indiana, Oct. 11, 1986 W, 24-22 22 131 0
Jaymes Bryant Purdue, Oct. 18, 1986 w, 3911 24 1286 0O
Robart Smith Northwostorn, Nov. 3, 19090 W, 487 23 128 1
Robert Smith Indtiana, Oct, 13, 1990 T, 2127 16 127 0
Lydell Ross Indiana, Sept. 29, 2001 W, 2714 25 124 2
Robert Smith Minnesota, Oct, 27, 1990 W, 52.23 11 120 1
Robert Smith Boston College, Sept. 15, 1980 W, 3110 17 102 0

COUNTESY: BROCKWAY SPOATS MOTOS

BREAKOUT GAME — On Sept. 30, 1972, Ohio State freshman Archie
Griffin first made a name for himself by rushing for 239 yards against
North Carolina. Pictured, from right, are Griffin (45), fullback Randall
Keith (4), quarterback Greg Hare (18), linemen Jumes Kregel (63), Doug
France (77) and Charles Bonica (58), and tight end Fred Pagac (80).

lege was reserved for guys who were cer-
tain to play the next day.

“I honestly didn't think | was going to
play,” Griffin said. "1 didn't even go to the
hotel with the team the night before the
game.”

Yet, after just two three-and-out
series against North Carolina, there was
Hayes, encouraged by backfield coach
Rudy Hubbard, shoving Griffin onto the
playing field against the Tar Heols.

He gained 8 yards on each of his first
three carries. He gained 56 yards in
seven carries on the next Ohio State pos-
seagion. There were runs of 22, 32 and 55
yards. As the game — a 29-14 OSU victo-
ry — wore on, his stature grew.

Afterward, Hayes, always reluctant to
put a player — especially a freshman, of
all people — on a pedestal, had a few nice
things to say about his latest find

“Archie spoke for himself,” Hayes told
reporters. *What makes n kid good, I
don't know, He has power and speed, a
definite sense of timing.

“He's strong ... At 184 pounds, he's not
skinny. He is built like a man ... He has
that natural knack to make the big play.”

Of course, Griflin didn't do it all by
himself. On that 1972 team, he had an
All-American tackle named John Hicks
and a bruising fullback named Champ
Henson working in front of him.

But at the end of four seasons and all
those yards and all of those wins and
those four Rose Bowls and those two
Heismans, Griffin was — what? — 7 feet
tall?

Al least,

*I played on some great toams,”
Giriffin said. *I guess [ was just in the
right place at the right time with the
right people.”

Yes, his single-game records have fall-
en, first at the hands of Keith Byars in
1984 and then Eddie George in 1995,
And, yes, there is a certain true fresh-
man on the current OSU team who is
making headlines already.

But Archie Griffin did it all first

A question;: When did he finally get
his feet on the ground that day 30 years
ago?

"Really, I was in a daze the whole
time," he says now. “l don't think people
believe that, but I'm serious. [ don't think
my leet were ever on the ground.

"My jgoal when 1 came here to school
was ximply to be on the varsity. [ still
think the best way to approach it when
you're a freshman is by not expecting to
play.”

0ld school, perhaps. At any rate,
thats where he remains, though the
room number could yet be an honorary
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Archie's (First) Big Day

Sept. 30, 1972
Ohlo Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo

Score by Quartern 1 2 3 4 F
NORTH CAROLINA 7 0 0 7T = 14
OHIO STATE 3 614 8 —2
First Quarter

UNC — bHethea 37 pass from Vidnowic

[Alenander kick)

05U — Conway 22 field goal
Second Quarter

OSU — Hare 17 run (kick failled)
Third Quarter

08U — Heth 11 run (Conway kick)

08U — Henson 1 run (Conwiry kick)
Fourth Quarter

QSU — Griffin 9 run (kick faded)

UNC — Leveren: 7 pass from Vidnovic
(Algnander kick)
Att. — 86, 180
Team Statiatics
UNC osu
First Downs 11 24
Hushes-Yards AB174 66-430
Passing Yards (1] 96
Passes (Att.-Comp.-Int.} 14-4-2 5131
Total Net Yards 239 520
Punts +24.5 9-38.6
Fumbles-Lost 10 22
Ponalties 522 210

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.Net Yds.) = NORTH CAROLK
NA: Oglesty 14-67; Hite 17-62; Hirkpatrick 4-19;
Oliver 514; Jerome 1:9; Vidnovic 6-3; Liverenz 1
0. OHIO STATE: Gnffin 27-239; Uppart 10-116;
Haoith B:27; Mare 6:20; Henson 5106, Bradshaw ¢
12; Bledsoe 2-11: Galbos 1-3; Greene 3{minus
14)

PASSING (Att.-Comp Int.-Yds. T} — NORTH
CAROLINA: Vidnowe 1442652, OWIO STATE:
Hare 12-5-1-960; Greons 1-0000,

RECEIVING {Rec.-Yds.) — NORTH CAROLI-
MA: Bothem 1-37; Norton 1-12! Tmylor 1-9;
Leveran: 1-7, OWIO STATE: Gaibos 3-72; Grffin 1
17, Bradshiow 1-7,
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I was nervous at halftime. Admit it. So
were you

In the end, | came away extremely
impressed with Ohio State's 26-7 victory
aver highly ranked and highly regarded
Washington State

There is no question that the Buckeyes
struggled a bit on both sides of the ball in
the first half. It's a game of B0 minutes,
though. After not letting the game get out
of eontrol during their initial stroggles, the
Buckeyes simply overpowered the
Cougars, o pretty good football team. It is
that display of sheer muscle by Ohio State
an both sides of the ball that really amazed
me.

Even when the Cougars and their
Heisman Trophy candidate quarterback
Jason Geaser were moving the ball in the
first half, the Buckeye defenders were got-
ting their licks in. Those blows surely took
their toll as the game wore on. And for all
that ball movement — the Cougars had
189 of their 280 yards in the first half —
WSU scored only seven points before the
mtermissmon.

Onee Ohio State's offensive line got into
gear in the second half, it was all over for
the Cougars. The guys up front helped
OSU grind out 240 yards on the ground in
the second half after the Buckeyea rushed
for only 52 in the first 30 minutes. OSU
quarterback Craig Krenzel, who had been
ancked four times in the first half, had to
take to the air only three times in the sec-
and half with no sacks — and the
Buckeyes held the ball for 11:35 of the crit-
ical fourth quarter.

For the second time in three contests,
freashman running back Maurice Clarett
was the star of the game for the Buckeyoes,
He seemed to get stronger as the game
ware on, despite toting the ball 31 times,
His performance loft him in a better mood
than he had been in the week before, when
he got the call only 12 times and also fum.
bled

Kronzel, who had entered the game
with an amazing 82.1 completion percent-
age, was just 4 of 10 passing for 71 yarda
nguinst WSU, However, he did not throw
an interception. In fact, the Buckeyes were
not charged with a turnover all day, One
couldn't help but think that this was the
type of game in which Krenzel's prodeces-
wor, Steve Bellisari, might have tried to
foree something

True, Krenzel was sacked four times in
the first half, as mentioned. Sometimes,
though, it's better to eat the ball and turn
things over to your punter than risk giving
up the ball and perhaps swinging momen-
tum with an intercoption,

Omne thing Krenzel does not appear to
do is force things, With Clarett and his
able backupe and a bevy of talented
receivers, if the junior quarterback keeps
his cool and the offensive line continues to
dominate, the Buckeyes are going to score
their share of points and win their share of
ball games

I not only found myself comparing cur-
rent and past quarterbacks during this
game, but I found myself comparing conch-
ing regimes. Wasn't it gratifying to see an
Chio State team go in at halftime and
minke both the mental and physieal adjust-
ments necessary to win a big ball game?

And it was particularly satisfying to see
8 Buckeys team getting stronger and
woaring down o quality opponent in the
third and fourth quarters, rather than
running out of gas when the game was on
the line

Originally Published: Sept. 21, 2002

As Nightfall Neared, Nerves Were For Naught

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

“It was obvious in the fourth quarter of
the football game that we were the ones
that had a little bit of juice left,” OSU
coach Jim Treasel said.

Kick-Starting The Bucks

Kicker Mike Nugent was the subject of
much discussion following Ohio State's
first two games this season, all positive.
Nugent, who struggled badly last year,
had hit all four of his field-goal attempts,
three from beyond the 40.

But those field goals were just confi-
dence builders. They didn't have much of
an impact on games that the Buckeyes
won 46-21 and 51-17

That confidence building came in
handy against Washington State, oas
Nugent hit on three more field goals, nll
from beyond the 40. This time, however,
the field goals meant something. No, a
Nugent kick didn't win the game as time
expired, but his nine points were impor-
tant, nonetheless

The field goals gave the Buckeyes
points when they were still struggling to
find their way against the Cougars. If Ohio
State had come up empty-handed on any
of Nugent's three attempts, mamentum in
the game — and the outcome — might
have been completely different, especially
if he hadn't connected on his pair in the
firat half. He was the key offensive weapon
until the Buckeyes started grinding it out
on the ground in the second half

Nugent, who has been virtually flaw-
less on everything he has done this season,
did prove he was human against WSU,
One of his kickofTs went out of bounds, set-
ting the Cougars up on their 35. On the
first play from serimmage, however,
Geaser was picked off by Buckeye line-
backer Matt Wilhelm, so there was no
harm done.

Quick Kicks

* One of the things I like about Clarett
is his knack for getting extra yards after
the initial hit. Sometimes he bounces off n
defender, sometimes he just breaks a tack-
le or two.

Former OSU coach Earle Bruce men-
tioned on WTVN radio after the game that
he thought Washington State's tackling of
Clarett was often sloppy. Who am | to
question the coach, but [ wonder how
much of that was sloppy tackling by the
Cougars and how much of it was great
first, second and third effort by Clarett,

In this day of offensive sophistication,
watch how often Clarett throws a good,
old-fashioned stiflf arm. 1t may not be the
sprend offense, but it still works,

* One has to wonder if Treasel, running
backs conch Tim Spencer and the rest of
the Buckeye offensive brain trust are
going to rethink the strategy that seemed
to be in place during the first two games of
trying to keep all running backs happy
and just go with Clarett as the featured
back. The freshman proved he can handle
the bulk of the carries and his 7.3-yard per
rush average after three games is a statis-
tic thot usually adds up to victory,

However, don't undersstimate the abil-
ities of Maurice Hall or Lydell Ross, They
are both very capable backs who could
probably put up solid numbers if given the

carries, as woll. Ross had a key 36.yard
run against the Cougars and while he
picked up only 1 yard in four carries
against WSU, Hall's best play of the game
came when he beautifully executed his end
of a fake handoff to halp spring Krenzel on
o 29-yard run.

* A player who has been solid so far but
has yot to dominate n game is defensive
lineman Tim Anderson. Anderson was
credited with a pass deflection but no tack-
les against WSU. He had entered the game
second on the team to Wilhelm with 10
stops.

Anderson was one of the team's most
pleasant surprises last season and one of
the Buckeyes' most solid performers on
defenwe. Look for him to have s breakout
fame soon

¢ I'm always a little leery when ABC's
Brent Musberger i in the booth for a
Buckeye game. It seema like he has been
present for some of Ohio State’s mare
embarrassing defeats — mont notably the
erushing 1998 loss to Michigan Stata

If he hops on the other team's band-
wagon, he can be insufferable. With the
Bucks trailing 7-6 at halftime, the thought
croased my mind that this would be anoth-
er one of those disappointments for
Musberger to preside over

Instead, Ohio State scored the impres-
sive victory and now we will probably have
the other Musbargor problem. He tends to
lock in on a specific player and tout that
player to the max. The last Buckeye he
had a thing for was the "Big Kat," Andy
Katzenmoyuer. | have to figure that the vet-
ernn brondcaster is going to push Clarett
to the point of obnoxiousness the next time
he does a Buckeye game.

At least Clarett is ono of ours

A Buckeye Slugger

In my over 2] years of publishing BSB,
I have seen n lot of Buckeye parapherna-
lin. The scarlet and gray coffins and toilet
seats are old hat to me by now. So | take
notice when | come across a unigue Ohio
State gift

The OSU alumni club of Louisville is
offering genuine Louisville Slugger bata
engraved with the Ohio State University
Alumni Association Block O, The bats, the
same used by professional baseball play-
ern, can be personalized with up to four
lines,

The cost of this personalized Ohio State
Louisville Slugger is $55, plus $7 shipping
and handling, and the sale benefits the
Louisville elub’s OSU scholarship fund.
Bat display hangers also are available.
Make checks payable to the Alumni Club

LA

of Louisville and mail to 109 Karstwood
Court, Elizabethtown, Ky, 42701-5536, or
call (502) 364-6768 for information,

Welcome, Dick

I waonted to welcome longtime
Columbus Dispatch columnist Dick Fenlon
to the BSB family. 1 have been a big fan of
Fenlon's through the years and 1 believe
his unique perspective will be a solid addi-
tion to our editorial presentation

In this issue, Fenlon chocks in with his
take on Archie Griffin's breakout game
agninst North Carolina 30 years ago. That
game seems to take on ndditional signifi-
cance with the emergence of Clarett

Watch for more from Fenlon in upeom-
ing izsues of BSB.

Remembering Johnny U.

This note is about me and sports in gen-
eral, rather than Ohio State athletics. |
was looking through a box of things from
my childhood that my mother had recently
gent me, and among the report cards
("Frank needs to work on his penman-
ship”) and pictures was a copy of the
school newspaper from Washington
Elementary School in Royal Oak, Mich.,
dated October of 1961

The newspaper (if you ean call saveral
mimeographed sheets a newspaper) con.
tains the first known sports story written
by your humble publisher. Some 40 years
later, | have to say it was surprisingly good
for & 9-year-old. I'm after the writers here
all the time to shorten their stories and I
was impressed that [ recapped a Detroit
Lions' 16-15 victory over the Baltimore
Colts in one paragraph, still managing to
hit the high pointa

Even this 9-year-ald reporter referved
to the Baltimore quartsrback as “the groat
Johnny Unitas,” whom the Lions held to
just one touchdown pass that afternocon
Unitas was one of the ginnts of sports in
his day and, really, of all time, In fact,
sports has lost two of its biggest figures in
the past few months with the loss of
Unitas and baseball's Ted Willinms.

The Baltimore of the days of old
Memorial Stadium was much more of a
blue-collar town than the Baltimore of
Camden Yards, and Unitas was the blue-
collar quarterback who truly embodied
that city, His Colts teams were among the
best in NFL history and may not get their
complete due because their run coincided
with much of the best vears of the leg-
endary Green Bay Packers of Vince
Lombardi

Because this is Buckeye Sports
Bulletin, Il make an Ohio State connec-
tion. Moat of those really great Unitas-led
Colta teama featured former Buckeyes Jim
Parker, Bob Vogel and Tom Matte, In the
years that those three were all on the same
team as Unitas (1963.67), the Colts posted
a 50-17-3 (.736) record
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