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OHIO

TE VS. MICHIGAN

OoSuU Solves The Maize

Air Game Spurs
Buckeyes To 31-16
Defeat Of Wolves

By ¢ 'II'VI' HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Unlike 8o many Ohio State-Michigan
games down through the years, the team's
v, 21 battle for Big Ten supremacy was
fought mainly through the air and not on
the ground

Ohio State may have

stumbled across a

formula for success against its nemesis
The seventh-ranked Buckeyes wiped away
yoars of heartache and misery at the
hands of the “Team Up North” as they

rolled to n 31-16 win over No, 11 Michigan
hefore a season-high 94,339 at Ohio
Stadium

The long-awaited victory clinched Ohio
State (10-1, 7-1) a share of the Big Ten
championship with Michigan (8-3, 7-1) and
Wisconsin (10-1, 7-1), But with Wisconsin
defeating Penn State a few hours later to
clineh the Rose Bowl berth, the Buckeyes
will not kknow their bowl destination until
sometime in early Decombor

Still, the Buckeyes were not concerned
about that after beating their rival for just
the second time in 11 years under conch
John Cooper

"I am w0 happy for our team,” Cooper
said. “I'm happy for our senior football
players. I thought our captains did n great

TR

W

job, and 1 salute our penior football play
ors

Ohio State actually drew first blood on
the ground after tailback Michael Wiley
ripped off an early 63-yard touchdown run
But after that it was the passing combina
tion of quarterback Joe Germaine and split
ond David Boston that took center stage

“1 thought we played a great game
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game, and they didn't have any surprises
for us. That in itself was the biggest thing

“We had a lot of big plays. We got some
wide receivers behind their defensive
backs and we were able to connect on
somo,”

Boston eaught 10 passes for 217 yards

the most receiving yardage in history
agninst a Wolverine team
those were touchdowna

“What can you say about David
Boston?" Cooper said, “We moved David
around from flanker to split end and real
ly looked to him to make the big play.”

08U wide-open offensive appronch
wig o breath of fresh air in a series that
has rolied, perhaps too heavily, on smash
mouth foothall

T knew we were going to make plays,”

and two of

JEFF MRENM

BLUE BOBBLE — Michigan punter Jason Vinson barely gets the ball away as Ohio State’s Kevin
Griffin (42) and Steve Bellisari (8) provide pressure, This kick resulted in a net loss of 13 yards, and
Vinson later had one blocked by Derek Ross,

Boston said, "I didn't know when they
wore going to come or who was going to
malke them, but I knew we were going to
make plays, When you start off like that
with Michnel going up the middla, that
just gots everything rolling.”

Three of OSU's four touchdowns were
longer than 30 yards, a fact that weighed
on Michigan conch Lloyd Carr

“Through the years we've been a team
and a defenge that has prided ourselves on
not giving up the big plays,” he said
“Ceortainly we gave up too many of them
today.

“T'he touchdown run to start the game
should not happen. But Boston 18 a great
football player and Germaine is o senior
quarterback.”
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

at tailbaclke for
with 120

lontgomery as the starter

this game, also had a big day

\I‘j on \“MHIH

Defensively, the Buclay lamimed the

againgt UM’ punnul;,‘ulu- Michigan

finished with just four net yards rushing

on 28 carrie
Michigan

quarterback

also looked to the air with
Brady setting school
attempts (66), completions (31)
(376). He
also threw

Tom
records for
connected on one
two Hlll‘lll'|)

|||‘I ‘.l‘l']»
touchdown but
and was sacked ¢
We shut their running
almost to nothing,” Cooper said
about yards running the football
[hey're a dangerous passing team, and |
thought (Tom) Brady played a good ball

joven Limes
game down

“They had

tion

four

game,’
And with both the offense and defense
going against them, the Wolverines' special

temme play was also lacking, UM punter
Jason Vinson was tackled as he punted
one ball and had another kick blocked

joth mistakes resulted in OSU touch
down

“The kicking game kept it from being
the kind of game we wanted it to be," Cart
atd, “We wanted it to be tight going into
the fourth quarter. We took ourselves out
of the opportunity that
fame

‘But you can't have two punts

ly) blocked and beat a good football team

to play type of

(virtual

Blow By Glorious Blow

[he temms traded punts to open the
game before the Buckeyes struck gold - or
Mz on their second possession, OSU
needed four plays to move 69 yards

Wiley carried on two of the plays, first
picking up 16 yards through a big hole
over the right side, Two plays later he took
n toss sweep right, followed blocks by Matt
Keller, John Lumplin and Ben Gilbert and
rolled for the 63-yard touchdown to stake
the Buckeyes to a 7-0 lead just 2:40 into
the game

Wiley was thankful after Keller cut
down linebacker Dhani Jones at the point
of attack and Gilbert got ahead of the play
to control safoty Marcus Ray.

‘It was a pitch,” Wiley said, "T cut it up
and Kellor made his block, all the offensive
linemen made their blocks, and | had to
make one guy miss

"Evarybody got their blocks
groat.”

Ohio State then capitalized after a
major UM miscue, Punter Vinson allowed
the snap to go through his hands and
Buekoyes Kovin Griflin and Steve Bellisari

swarmed him as he punted the ball, The
ball spiraled out nl bounds at the UM 16
and the Buckeyes

It was just

n net hvwlll 13 yards
toole over thore

08U needed three plays to convert the
arror third-and-10,
Germaine hit Dee Miller on a post pattern
Ihe Nanker catehing his first touch
down since the Toledo game went over
UM's Andre Weathers and Ray to pull the
ball in and give the Buckeyes a 14-0 lead

into  points On
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with 9:44 left in the first quarte:

‘Dee did a good job of keeping his route
wermaine said. "He got up behind
and made That

coming,”
the salety
was a lot of momentum to us”

Miller added, “The coaches put a lot of

n great catch

good plays in there today. We had a lot of

Wa felt we could

and 1

four wide receiver sets
exploit some holes in their defense,
think we did that today."”

The Buckeyes appeared to have UM
reeling late in the first quarter when
Germaine hit Boston in stride for an
apparent H8-yard gain, Although replays
showed both of Boston’s knees were on the
ground, UM’s Tommy Hendricks stripped
him of the ball and returned it 33 yards to
the OSU 20, An OSU late-hit penalty gave
the Wolverines possession at the Buckeye
14

The OSU defense stiffened, though,
holding UM to a 27-yard Jay Feely field
goal to trim the lead to 14-3 with 14:16 lef!
in the second quarter

The Buckeyes missed an opportunity
midway through the second after
Germaine and Boston hooked up on a 31
yard gain to the UM 21, But Germaine
was sacked and the Buckeyes were penal
ized for a false start, pushing kicker Dan
Stultz back for a 46-yard field goal. The
lkick sailed wide left with 6:12 left in the
half

But the Buckeyes capitalized on anoth
er UM kicking game mistake when Derek
Ross blocked Vinson's punt and teammate
Jonathan Wells recovered at the UM 20
The Buckeyes were penalized 16 yards for
unsportsmanlike conduct, but they were
still in business at the UM 36

After Wiley picked up five yards on first
down, Germaine threw to Boston short in
the left flat. He spun around UM’s
Woathers and Hendricks whiffed on the
play as Boston sprinted down the sideline,

As he neared the end zone, he pointed
to his UM nemesis Ray, who was powerless
to stop the 30-yard touchdown, Boston was
hit with an unsportsmanlike conduct
penalty of his own, but Stultz's 36-yard
extra point put OSU up 21-3 with 3:16 left
in the half.

“The one to David was an out pass left,”
Germaine said, “I got hit and didn't got a
chance to gee it. I could just hear the crowd
roar when he scored.”

Michigan rallied just before halftime,
going on a nine-play, 80-yard scoring drive
Brady enjoyed his best success of the day,
hitting Tai Streets for a 34-yard gain and
Marcus Knight for 24 more to set up his 3
yard TD toss — a lob to Streets over OSU's
Ahmed Plummer to trim the gap to 21
10 with 25 seconds left in the half

Michigan had the ball to open the sec
ond half, but OSU linebacker Jorry
Rudzinski intercepted a Brady pass at the
0OSU 46, The senior tipped the ball to him
self and caught it while lying on his back

“Late in the getting
beat on some digs across the middle,” said
Rudzinalki, who notched his second career
interception. “I was back there

season we were
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they would run any of those dig routes, It
[ bobbled it a
bit and then I came down with the

got tipped before it got to me
little
ball.”
OSU needed four plays to cover the
remaining 64 yards and extend the lead to
28-10. Wiley picked up 12 yards on first
down, Three plays later, Germaine went
deep down the middle to Boston on a post
route. He got behind Weathers and fought
him off at the 6 to complete the 43-yard
touchdown with 9:61 left in the third
Michigan mustered a pair of nice pos
pessions but could only net Feely field
poals of 34 and 30 yards to eventually cut
the lead to 31-16 with 14:47 left
The sack-happy OSU defense
came up big with a pair of sacks, one by
Clinton Wayne and the other by Ryan
Pickett, to force a UM punt with 8:36 left
OSU's Plummer snuffed another threat
with his interception of a Brady pass on
fourth down at the OSU 15 with 6:20 left
“I really didn't have to work too hard on
that one,” said Plummer, who has four
INTw on the year and nine in his career
“Gary (Berry) made a great play on the
receiver, He cut him off and | was trailing
He made a great play and tipped it right
into my hands.”
And, for the record, Plummer broke up
a fourth-down pass on Michigan's last
gion with just under two min

then

diteh posse
utes left
Brady bemoaned the fact that Michigan
had to rely almost solely on the pass
“We got very one-dimensional, but we
were forced to,” he said, "Anytime you do
that against a good team, they'll make you

pay.

Game Notes

* Fans swarmed the field with 23 sec
onds left and, after Carr moved onto the
field to try to shake hand (that
never happened) and concede the game,
08U did not have to run a final play

¢ Safety Damon Moore notched a
career high with his team-high 12 tackles
Cornerback Antoine Winfield and line
backer Andy Katzenmoyer also came up
big with 10 tackles ench

o OSU tallied seven sacks of
with Brent Johnson getting two

* OSU's second-half touchdown was the
firat surrendered by Michigan in Big Ten
play.

The 31 points represent the most UM
has allowed since losing to Syracuse 38-28
on Sept, 12, No team had scored more than
10 points on UM since Michigan State
scored 17 in n 29-17 loss on Sept. 26

“We knew they were
football team,” Carr said. "I thought we did
a decent job on the running game after the
first touchdown

“You have to stop the rush to beat Ohio
State., But on the pass plays, you have to
keep the ball in front of you, and we didn't
do that."

¢ The loss snapped Michigan's 16-game
conference winning streak, dating to the
1996 win over OSU in Columbus

While Michigan netted its Big Ten-high
d9th  conference championship, the
Wolverines saw their string of 10 consecu
tive wins over top-10 ranked opponents
anappoed

¢ Ohio State shortened UM's advan
tage in the overall series to 54-35-6 and in
Ohio Stadium to 20-18-1
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 31, Michigan 16

0SU fullback Matt Keller on his team's wide-open offen-
sive approach: “I don't know If it was that they wanted to
foature anyone, We knew what our game was. We have
great receivers and great backs, It's not a secret that when
people play us, they'll put eight up in the box, You're play-
ing right into their hands if you run the ball at them the
whole time. If you've got a great quarterback and great
recoivers, it opens the running game and spreads things
out,”

0SU flanker Dee Miller on the importance of players
stopping up for this game: “All week we've been talking
about how in the last four or five years we haven't had any-
body offensively make any big plays. We knew we had to
come out and throw the ball. Joe (Germaine) just threw a
groat pass to me (on his touchdown).”

08U linebacker Jerry Rudzinski talked about his thinking
on the play where he intercepted a tipped pass by
Michigan's Tom Brady: “We watched last year's film and
they threw a dig to Charles Woodson that helped set up one
of their touchdowns, It proved to be the deciding touch-
down in the game. We knew they would try and pop a pass
across the middle, and we were there on that play."”

0SU linebacker Na'll Diggs on the efforts of 0SU's spe-
clal teams, which blocked a punt; “Special teams is the
first stage of any game, There's no offense or defense on
the field, We count on them to help us for when we get on
the field.”

OSU split end David Boston on perhaps his worst play of
an otherwise fine day = a long catch ruled as a fumble
when UM's Tommy Hendricks stripped him of the ball as he
was going down: "What can | say? | ran a post pattern, the
same play we've run all year, and caught the ball down the
middle of the field. Then the DB came up and made a great
play.”

0SU cornorback Ahmed Plummer thanked the crowd
for its support: “I give a lot of props to the crowd, They
waore as fired up as the toam, While we were in here

el % ¢
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JEFF BRENM

THE BRADY PUNCH — OSU
linebacker Na'il Diggs applies
a big hit to Michigan quarter-
back Tom Brady during the
Buckeyes' 31:16 victory Nov. 21
at Ohio Stadium, Brady threw
for well over 300 yards but was
sacked seven times by a fero-
cious defense,

during progame getting ready, we
could hear the crowd roaring and
gotting ready. That helps us. Today
the crowd was the 12th man out
there on the field.”

UM quarterback Tom Brady did not think the crowd
affected his team, although he agreed it helped lift the
Buckeyes: “To tell you the truth, | don't think we had any
problems with communication, We got all the plays in and
ot them called. They had a great crowd here. They got us
down and with 95,000 people behind them they had the
momentum and they didn't give it up.”

08U safety Damon Moore on how the Buckeyes had to
stay within themselves: “We had to keep reminding our
selves to calm down. You don't want to burn up all your
adrenaline, but emotions are going high when you look up
in the stands and see all those fans, We just had to settle
down and play."

08U quarterback/special-teamer Steve Bellisarli on his
five-tackle performance, which included a key pressure on
UM punter Jason Vinson: “I was just having fun out there,
| was just having a good time, | have no clue how many
tackles | had, | was just doing what | had to do, When we
had kickoffs, they just didn't pick me up, They left me
free,"

Brady on Michigan's lost afternoon in Columbus: “We
came down here for one reason, and we just didn't get it
done today,"

Michigan linebacker Sam Sword admitted it's tough to
face the fact the Wolverines lost their Rose Bowl bid as a
result of this defeat: “It's just a sick feeling. If you don't
come to play, that's the end result. | hope the young guys
learn from that, We knew the only way we could get to the
Rose Bowl was with a victory, and that's not going to hap-
pen now, We're still co-Big Ten champs, but it would have
been better if we could have come out of here with a vie
tory,"

08U coach John Cooper on how he's happy to be
done with one Michigan player who enjoyed another
big day against the Buckeyes: “Tai Streots is a
groat recoiver, I'm glad to see him leave here,”
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['red Pagac has been around the OSU
Michigan rivalry for a lot of years, In fact,
nobody on the Ohio State sideline is more
attuned to the magnitude and emotion of
The Game

So when the Buckeyes played well in
avery facet and churned out a memorable
31:16 win, the usually gruff Pagac, a hard
nosed tight end in his day, couldn't help but
beam like a third-grader at Six Flags, He
oven was spotted smiling in the latter stages
of the game, including seconds after he was
doused with water from the Gatorade cooler
by team membors

Aftor the OSU victory, he answered
reporters' questions while holding a large
Cuban cigar.

“It's a Felipe something, I don't know," he
gaid with a wide grin. “It was a gilt."

As usual, Pagac had goals and strategies
and personnel groupings to sort out, but he
had two main objectives for his defense:
Koep the Wolverines under 20 points and
play smart football, Intensity, he knew, was
going to be a given

“Our lids played hard the whole game
and I'm just happy for them,” he 'said,
“Anytime you can hold Michigan to 16
points, I think we'll take that and be happy
with it, I tell you what, I feel pretty good
right now.”

O8U has allowed 20 or more pointa just
six times in the three years Pagac has been
defensive coordinator, and that includes last
yoar's 20-14 loss to Michigan when the
Wolverines scored just one offensive touch-
down, The one time the OSU defense slipped
this yoar was costly a 28-24 loss to
Michigan State two weeks earlier.

Thas time there was no way the Buckeyes
were going to sit back and try merely to con-
tain their foe

“Ty stop Michigan, you've just got to be
physical,” senior outside linebacker Jerry
Rudzinsld said, “You can't be a finesse play
or, You've got to take on the block and take it
on thick. You've got to get them going east
and west

“Some of their running plays have been
run for decades in college football, It's a sim-
ple philosophy: They're going to come and
try to knock you off the ball,

“We knew if we were stout up front it
would work out.”

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

Buckeyes Grind UM Running Game To Halt

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

Beulah Park
Football Party
Saturdays

Watch the team on Big Screen TV
in our Patio Sports Pavillion.

It's a challonge that is particularly trying
to linebackers like Rudzinski since Michigan
generally likes to pound the running game
and swing passes in the flat to backs and
over the middle to the tight end. But, hey,
OSU-Michigan is a linebacker’s game.

And OSU has three good ones in Andy
Katzenmoyer (10 tackles, a shared sack and
i pass breakup), Na'il Diggs (seven taclkles)
and Rudzinsli (four tackles, a shared sack,
two pass brealcups and an interception),

“We were afraid of overpursuing the
ball," Diggs said, "We knew that they were
going to try to use our speed to get us outside
and try to cut it back, which they tried to do
[ think we played very amart, played blocks
well and blitzed all right.”

With OSU's 'backers on the spot through-
out the afternoon, and OSU getting surpris-
ing penetration up front, Michigan was held
to a paltry four rushing yards on the day.

“I wouldn't have believed we could do
that, but I do now,” Diggs said, "It happened.
We thought they were going to try to run the
counter, run the counter, run the counter,
run an iso and maybe pags a little bit, They
had a different game plan, It didn't worle”

‘ Where's The Cloud Of Dust?

The OSU defense forced a three-and-out
on Michigan's first two possessions — with
UM quarterback Tom Brady throwing
incompletions on second and third down
both times, By the time the Wolverines got
their hands on the ball again, OSU had
forged a 14-0 lead,

That put the Wolves in an altered state
for the remainder of the afternoon and took
them away from a grind-it-out attack that
worked to the tune of 267 rushing yards a
week earlier in a win over Wisconasin,

“They did not run the ball a whole lot,"
Pagac said, “They tried running a couple
traps on ug early, they might have run four
or five counter plays, I'm not sure if they ran
the lead play all day.”

JEFF BREHM

INTERCEPTION BY PLUMMER — OSU safety Gary Berry (1) tips
a pass intended for Michigan’s Marcus Knight, OSU cornerback
Ahmed Plummer (left) intercepted the pass at the OSU 16 to end a
Michigan threat with just over six minutes left.

Added Diggs, “Wo wanted to concentrate
a lot on the run, mainly the isos and coun-
tors, which there wasn't much of, They came
out with a couple new plays, They had a
couple running plays wo had no idea they
ran,

“But we played great today. They didn't
have any long runs on us at all”

In fact, Michigan's longest jaunt by a ball
carrier was a G.yard run by Clarence
Willinms, who led UM with 13 net yards in
11 attempts, The more phygical Anthony
Thomas, like Williams a 100-yard rusher vs.
Wisconsin, took just five handoffs and man
aged 12 yards. Brady was sacked seven
times for a loss of 34 yards off an already
underwhelming rushing offort,

“We went out there with the main objec-
tive of stopping the run and I think we were

EULAH

offoctive,” said Rudzinslki, who helped hold
Michigan to 42 yards in as many carries in
1997,

In an attempt to get back in the game,
the Wolverines went to an open passing
attack, oven showing four-wide sets on ocea
sion, including the first series of the second
half, OSU countered by assigning free safe
ty Gary Berry as a cover man and brought in
freshman corner Nate Cloments as a nickel
back. Even swift defensive end James
Cotton saw time to help cover a tight end,

UM's All-American candidate at tight
end, Jerame Tuman, left the game in the
gocond quarter with a concussion that many
thought was caused by a jarring hit from 6
9, 180-pound cornerbacl Antoine Winfield

With Tuman, also a key to the run game,
out of commission, Michigan relied on\the
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and lined up Brady in shotgun for
econd half

“They had an injury to one of their tight
ends, and we kind of figured they were going
to adjust their game plan and throw the ball
a lot more,” Rudzinsle said

pase
much of the

Defense Thrives With Lead

Making UM one-dimensional allowed
Pagac to turn his dogs loose and the
Buckeyes, coming from all angles, registered
five of their seven sacls in the second half

‘1 thought that Fred Pagac did an out
standing job mixing his coverages and his
blitzes,"” UM head coach Lloyd Carr said
"“They had a good pass rush, too,”

Michigan ended the second quarter with
a touchdown by Tai Streets and started mov
ing the ball via the air on the opening drive
of the second half after a pair of Brady cone
nections for first down

But OSU quashed the momentum with
an acrobatic Rudzinsld interception after a
corner blitz, OSU quickly cashed in with a
David Boston touchdown and the defense
took over from there by changing up cover
ages and holding UM to just a pair of field
goals

"It lots you be a little more free-lanced
when you've got the lead,” Pagac said, “We
wore turning them loose on different situa
tions and obviously we were trying to mix
things up.”

[n the last home meeting with Michigan,
OSU let a 9:0 halftime lead literally slip
away with a 69-yard Streets TD that tight
enod up the team and home crowd, The
Juckeyes were determined not to let that
happen again 5

“Wa didn't bring up specific games in the
past that have come back to haunt us, but
wo did say that we've got to treat it like it's
0<0," Rudzinsld said of the halftime chatter,
They wanted to go to the Rose Bowl and

Originally Published: Nov. 28, 1998

HIO STATE VS. MICHIG

MORE OF MOORE — OSU safety
career at Ohio Stadium with a team-high 12 tackles

JEFF BREHM

Damon Moore (13) wrapped his
n the win over

Michigan, Here, he shrugs off a blocker to wrap up UM tailback
Anthony Thomas for one of his 10 solo tackles,

win out in the Big Ten very, very bad, so we
knew we were going to get their best shot.”

Brady-Streets Combo A Handful

With Brady flinging passes left and right,
Michigan unwillingly allowed him to set
school records for attempts (56) and comple
tiong (31) in a game, He also clippod the pre
vious single-game yardage mark of 372 set a
few years ago by Scott Dreisbach with a
total of 376

That meant a workout for the Ohio State
cover men, particularly Ahmed Plummer,
who often was matched up with the 64
Streots, Both players traded off' malking
rather impressive plays in the match-up, but
Streets had the upper hand with nine catch
on for 118 yards and the first-half TD, most
of that production against Plummer,

"You can't look at who you're defending,”
Plummer said, “You have to play your tech
nique and play your game, He's a good wide

receiver, no question about it. It was impor
tant for us after he made plays to come back
and make the next play.”

Streets couldn't muster much yardage in
the early going on short outs and receiver
screens but began to free up on crossing
routes and beautifully hauled in a 40-yard
Brady bomb with Winfield with him hip to
hip

Michigan also worked Marcus Knight
into the act to the tune of seven catches for
116 yards, and five other Wolverines caught
at least two passes

"It wasn't surprising to me,” Plummer
insisted. “"Once teams start attacking you
passwise, they have to mix it up, They can't
Just keep doing the same thing."

But even in posting record numbers,
Brady came away impressed with OSU’s
vaunted defensive baclkfield

“They are a very good secondary” he
gaid, “They have fast guys out there and
they are l»npl'ru-nl'vd players.”

Miscellaneous Notes

¢ OSU wasn't giving its rival much hope
by snuffing out Michigan's first seven third
down attempts, The Wolverines, however,
converted their next four third-down plays
and finished 9 of 22 for the day. UM was 0
for-2 on fourth down

¢ The other key member of the OSU see
ondary, strong safety Damon Moore, played
his last home game in style with a team
high 12 tackles, Winfield and Katzenmoyer
both checked in with 10, Moore vaulted into
the team lead in total tackles with 76, but
Digges is right behind with 74 and Winfield
has 72, Katzenmoyer, a finalist for the
Lombardi Award, maintained his hold on
fourth place with 69

Winfield also had 10 tackles last year
against Michigan to lead the team and
Katzenmoyer had nine,
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 31, Michigan 16

Nov, 21, 1998 = Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo
(1

4 g
MICHIGAN 0 10 3 a - 10
OHIO STATE 14 7 20 0 -9

First Quarter

08U — Wiley, 53 run (Stultz kick) 12:20; 4 plays, 69 yards,
1:18

08U == Miller, 16 pass from Germaine (Stultz kick) 9:44; 3
plays, 16 yards, 1:33
Second Quarter

UM — Faely, 27 fiold goal 14:15; 4 plays, 5 yards, 0:59

08U — Boston, 30 pass from Germaine (Stultz kiek) 3:15; 2
plays, 35 yards, 0:44

UM — Streets, 3 pass from Brady (Feely kick) 0:25; 9 plays,
B0 yards, 2:50
Third Quarter

08U == Boston, 43 pass from Germalne (Stultz kick) 9:51; 4
plays, 54 yards, 1:14

UM — Foely, 34 fleld goal 4:47; 9 plays, 27 yards, 5:04

08U — Stultz, 39 field goal 1:36; 6 plays, 68 yards, 3:11
Fourth Quarter

UM == Fealy, 30 fleld goal 14:47; 10 plays, 68 yards, 1:49
Att, = 94,339
Weather = Cloudy, 38 degrees, Wind 5-10 mph from NW

Toam Statistics

um osu
Flrst Downs 18 14
Rushing 2 4.
Passing 16 9
Ponaity 1 1
Rushes-Yards 284 32:132
Passing Yards 375 330
Passos (At Comp.int,) 66-31-2 268:16-0
0| ve Plays 84 Go
Total Net Yards 379 a62
Third Down Efficlency 922 413
Fourth Down Efficlency 02 01
Punts 7:26.9 641.4
Fumbles-Lost & 10 11
Ponaltios 7-68 893
Time of Possession 32:69 27:.01

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.Net Yds,) = UM: CWilllams 11:13; A Thomas 512; Shea 38, Brady 9(.29), 08U: Wiley
12:120; Montgomery 9-16; Keller 2:5; Garmaine 949),

PASSING (Att-Comp . int,-Yds, TD) = UM: Brady 56-31-2:375-1, 08U: Germaine 28:16-0-330-3,

RECEIVING (Rec.Yds,) — UM; Streets 9-118; Knight 7-116; Johnson 4-58; Shea 323; A.Thomas 3
23, Tuman 2:24; Terrell 2:11; Campbell 1.5, 0SU: Boston 10-217; Miller 4-59; Keller 1-49; Wilay 1.5,

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — UM: Vinson 6-31.3-51; Team 1:0,0-0, 08U: Bartholomew 5:41.,4-49,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds,) = UM: Knight 2:3, 0§U: Wiley 238,

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.<Yds,) == UM; A.Thomas 5-135; C.Willlams 1-17. 08U: Wiley 2-38,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — UM: Hendrlcks, 08U: None,

INTERCEPTIONS (No.Yds,) = UM: None, 08U; Plummer 1-2; Rudzinskl 1-0.

SACKS — UM: Sword 2:11; Frysinger 1-10; Gold 1-6; Bracking 1.6; Hall 1.6, 08U: Johnson 2-
12; Wayne 1.9; Pickett 1-7; Katzenmoyer 1.7; Rudzinski 1-8; Moore 1.2; Colling 1-2; Bailey 1-2;
LaVrar 1.2,

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.Yds,) = UM: Sword 6-16; Peterson 2-3; Frysinger 1-10; Gold 1-6;
Bracking 1-6; Hall 1-5; Ray 1-2; JWilllams 1-1; Copenhaver 1-1, O8U: Johnson 2:12; Wayne 1.9;
Plekett 1-7; Katzenmoyer 1-7; Rudzinski 1-6; Plummer 1-4; Brown 1-3; Moore 1-2; Collins 1-2; Bailey
1.2, LaVrar 1.2, '

TACKLES (Solo-Asst. Tot,) == UM: Sword 8:6-14; Weathers 7.0-7; Paterson 4-1.5; J. Williams
404, Jones 2:2-4; Gold 2-2+44; Hall 3:0-3; Ray 1-2-3; Frysinger 2:0-2; Hendricks 2:0-2; G.Brooks
1:1:2; Ranes 1-1-2; Copenhaver 1-1-2; Johnson 1:0-1; Knight 1-0-1; Schanski 1-0-1; Brackins 1-0-
1; Fepzell O:1-1, O8U; Moore 10-2:12; Winfleld 9:1-10; Katzenmoyer 7-3-10; Diggs 6-1.7,
Clemonts 6:0-6; Plummer 5-1.6; Belllsarl 3-2.5; Berry 3-1-4; Johnson 3-1-4; Rudzinski 1-3-4;
Colling 213, Pickett 2:1-3; Wayne 1.2:3; Cotton 2:0-2; Balley 1.0-1; Brown 1:0-1; Ross 1:0:1;
Walter 1:0-1; LaVrar 0-1-1,

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — MICHIGAN; Starters: Defense, Feazell, J.Willlams, Renes, Hall, Jones,
Sword, Jordan, Whitley, Ray, K.Jackson, Weathers, Offense, Streets, Backus, Hutchinson, Brandt,
Frazier, Jonsen, Tuman, Campbell, Knight, Brady, C.Williams, Reserves: Terrell, Howard, Walker,
Smokeviteh, Johnson, Dreisbach, Patmon, Foote, Gold, Bryant, Peterson, Epstein, A.Thomas, Shea,
vinson, Coleman, Rosel, Hendrieks, Schanski, Copenhaver, Sechler, Fesly, Brackins, G.Brooks, Miller,
Seymour, Wilson, Kratus, Frysinger, OHIO STATE: Starters: Offense, Boston, Walter, R.Murphy,
K.Murphy, Gilbert, Burris, Lumpkin, Germaine, Keller, Montgomery, Miller. Defense, Balley, Pickett,
Brown, Johnson, Diggs, Katzenmoyer, Rudzinskl, Winfiald, Berry, Moore, Plummer, Reserves: Mitchell,
Rambo, Wilay, Bellisari, Cooper, King, Clements, McClellion, Westbrooks, Wells, Ott, Simpson, Ross,
Bartholomaew, Griffin, Kirk, Stultz, Lavrar, Cheatwood, Cotton, Gurr, Bantley, Perez, Elford, Warnke,
Wisniewski, Houser, Wayne, Collins.,

Season Statistics

4008 Game-By-Game Matt Kellar

Date Oppanent (AP Rank*) W/L  Score  Growd Jonathan Wells

Sopt. & (1) ot Wast virginin (11) W 9417 OB,A Mike Colline

Sopt, 12 (1) TOLEDO W 400 93,140 Dorek Comba

Sept. 19 (1) MISSOURI (24) W 3514 93,200 Joo Cooper

Oct, 3 (1) PENN STATE (7) W 280 93470 Ne'll Digge

Oct, 40 (1) at Hiinls W 410 46,300 Jamar Martin

Oct, 17 (1) MINNESOTA W aB15 93,183 Cantral MCiieliion

Oct, 24 (1) at Northwestern W 3610 47,130 b

Oct. 31 (1) at Indlann W 387 62,040 derry Rudzinaki

Nov. 7 (1) MIGHIGAN STATE L 2820 93,595 3‘?““':"'“:'"'

Nov, 14 (7) at lowa W A514 60,473 bl

Nov, 21 (7) MIGHIGAN (1) w3110 94,339 iy
“Number in parentheses bafore opponent's name (s Pasuing Com

Q8U's game day AP ranking; number after oppoanent's name chael Wiley
Joe Germalne

il
11

SE R

Lot 1N
-
-
~
~
~

|
EORNE

ERERE

|

=
-
3
% o
-
-
o

I8 oppanent's game day AP ranking, 200 346 .604 3018 7 24 1BA.7
Mark Gareln 12 26 402 189 0 1 1100
Toam Statistios Gtove Dollisarn 3 6 600 24 0 0 1003
Opp Austin Moherman 0O 1,000 0 0 0 00
T hon Wells 0O 1 .000 00 00
3y 110 ln: 08U Totals 226 381 .BD3 3364 7 28 1612
142 a4 OFP Totals 407 A4 ATO 2004 AT 7 MTA
7 13 G Distance 0:29 30:30 4040 60+ Total
108,06 67.4 an Stultz 3 . 3 .
304.0 190.4 08U Totals 68 68 27 02 13422
6530 2838 OPP Totals 33 56 68 00 1314
. Oﬂzﬂg “77"; lunilng No.  Yds, Avq, [ Lun,
u'u ]'1 rant Bartholomew 1 . 1
01.872 54.460 Team i 0 060 O 0
¥ 08U Totals B3 2108 a0.7 1 67
73 71-;2 “1’1!-: OPP Totals 06 3062 406 4 00
410 201 Interoeptions No. Yds, Avg,  TD Long
1018 520 ARmad Prammar ¢ T8 0 3
N 250 Damon Moore 2 73 36,8 1 73
30248 20.202 Central MoClelllon 1 60 60.0 1 N
Timn of Fossession Avg, 30:64 20100 g‘l':":.cé’:'l‘ﬁ:m : fg fgg .’3 :;
il v
Soore By Quarters _} 2 3 A4 Tot, Avg gl.lr:ln?!lu:yna } i'; ”8 3 i?
Ohlo State 138 116 80 72 4006 30.0 Brent Johnson i aae 0
Opponents a3 a7 u 22.130 118 Paroy King B .0 0 3
Attendanoe Games Total Avit i L R A AER
Home [ 03,602 David Mitchell SR A 0
Awiy -] 283,301 ne.678 Jorry Rudzinaki 1 0 0.0 0 0
s Sl S S N o on
Totals A
Individunl Statistios
Wushing Alt, Not. AVl 0 Long Punt Returne No. Yds, Avg,  TD Lo
Michanl Wity 182 1147 63 10 76 SPISD PTG
Joe Montgamery 100 670 61 6 80 2:"/;"“5.(()'“0" i a8 “e 3 10
Jonathan Walls a4 107 49 2 28 Darok NDI’I 1 2 27'“ 0 27
Matt Keller 2 1 W0 1 1 Parey King i
Dorok Combs a1 4 2.8 i 13 Nate Clements 1 '%0 0O 7
Jamar Martin 10 34 2.8 i 10 David Mitehall g I e e |
Doe Miller 3 7 87 0 10 Toam 1 0 0.0 0 0
Jeimon Jaokson 2 8 A0 - Joe Cooper 0 0 00 1 0
Jurry Westbrooks 1 3 30 0 3 08U Totals &7 KOS BN g1
Charlie Sondars 1 3 30 0 3 OPP Totals 28 1 74 0 M0
Dovid Boston 2 1 08 [
prent Bartholomew 1 4 40 0 0 R“'T'TT—_T'TUHH_“::G;L.-:;’? "l" LT T WL
g LS S R e Michaol Wile 6 143238 0 34
2 Jonathan Wl{ll 4 03210 0 23
080 Totals 472 2186 46 21 B0 Matt Kollor 2 i 80 A
OPP Totals W ™H da,.8 B Stova Dollisari i 22220 o a2
lu-lvln! No,  Yards Av%. ™ Lonl ’; ‘“ ;32 g ;:
avid Boston & 3 18, 1 :
Dea Miller 58 W87 169 3 42 OPP Totals B2 002 186 0 87
Michaal Wiley 22 160 7.3 1 3 Dofensive Loaders _ Solo Ast, Tol, TFL-Yds, _ Saoks
Mot Koqet # N 10 Nl DI 07 17 74 1470 04
Bt Kaller i f 3 :
Rogglo Gormany 12 108 16,3 a a1 Antolne Winflald 58 14 72 634 247
Ken-Yon Rambo [} 77 18.4 0" Andy Katzenmaoyer 87 12 69 1382 320
Jamar Martin 6 08 13,6 8. 2T a'."': ;‘:‘fw"'“' 32 :g 2!: D‘;; ‘257
D @ w4 o il P8 4 X
Jimm 4 Brant Johnson 29 13 3% 843 748
y Redmond 2 20 128 0 18 Joe € 15009 24 14 e
Kavin Griffin 2 19 98 0 4 Rvan lakelt ¢ 5 31 ®i0 a7
Joe Montgomery 2 0 0.0 0 ] Stave Belliserl it 1 2 pas b
ohed Baechio O R Mike Golling I D ET R T
Jonathan Wells 1 11 110 0 11 Nate Clements 18 1 19 i i
Kevin Houser 1 10 10,0 0 10 Joe Brown 11 0B 19 B9 10
Jurty Wostbrooks 1 Al R Tim Cheatwood 810 18 13 -
Darok Combs 1 b bl 9 " Clinton Wayne 39 9 19
08U Totals 226 3364 248 26 68 Cantral MoClallion T A0 AT - -
OPP Totals 407 2004 106 T 60 Rodney Dalley 1 4 L8 1040 631
Fumbles Foroed
Seoring Yo __UPK_EPR RPR__FO ';3_ 1~ Joa Cooper, Jarry Rudzingki, James Colton, Na'll
Dan Stitz 0 BOBL ~ ~ 1222 88 Diggs, Antoine Winfiald,
David Boston 14 il R B B Fumblos Recoverod
n.:';:!:'l:g;:ow 1; S gg 1 == Tim Gheatwood, Ahmed Plummer, Jorry Rudzineki, .
John Lumpkin 4 S s o Na'll-Diggs, Gary Barry, Antoine Winfleld,
Roggie Garmany 3 - - - - 18 Dlocked Kieks
Doe Miller 3 e 1 | 2 = Dorak Rows

catch the action at
e Ilo'ss
before or after the -
game

546-3661

kitch®n open until 1:00am

S T it R at the
rEaPRIILeS ontinent

CORPORATION

™

Expert service Is avallable for all bus conversions and class A motor homes

performed by the nation's most experienced service

Include: lube, oll & filters; air conditioning; chassis, brake & suspension and
all type of interlor repairs including complete upholstery and Interlor redec-
orating and refurbishment, Call Skip Neff, Service Manager, at (614) 481-

86881 for an appointment,

technicians. Services

- www.customeoach.com
1400 Dublin Road
Columbus, Ohio 43216

614-481-8881
FAX 614-481.7652
1-800-852-5979
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

Originally Published: Nov. 27, 1999

Great Effort, Bad Result

OSU Turnowers,
Penalties ll(’/p
UM ln 74 l7 Wm

I!\' STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Ohio State saved one of its
not the best efforts of the seas
last. Unfortunately, though, it waa (unhl
tle, too late

The Buckeyes ventured to Michigan
Nov, 20 needing a win to qualify for a
bowl bid. And for the longest time, it
looked like OSU, a 12-point underdog,
would pull off the upset

But the same mistakes that
plagued the Buckeyes the entire

have
season

camo back to bite them in the second half

16 the 10th-ranked Wolverines rallied for
a 24-17 win in The Game before an
NCAA-record crowd of
Michigan Stadium

“T thought our effort was great,” said
0OSU coach John Cooper, whose team
uniul the season 6-6 overall and 3.5 in

Big Ten pl 1y, “It's too bad we didn't play
like that all peason long.”

’l‘l)l' lll.'n'.
consecutive bowl appearances. The
Buckeyes lagt missed a bowl in Cooper's
first year, 1988, when they finished 4-6-1

[t also was the latest chapter in OSU's
problems with Michigan, Under Cooper,
the Buckeyes are now 2-9-1 against the
Wolverines, The defeat extended OSU's
loging streak in Ann Arbor to six games,
dating to 1987

The Buckeyes actually led Michigan
(92, G<2) 14-7 at halftime after a pair of
long scoring drives netted touchdown
passes

But the
crucial turnovers

Buckeyes committed three
two interceptions by

best if

111,676  at

onds OSU's 10-year string of

'm

R o

&

SONNY BROCHKWAY

WELLS RUMBLES — OSU tailback Jonathan Wells sidesteps Michigan’s lan Gold (20) with teammate
Ben Gilbert (64) providing a block on a run down the sideline, Wells later pulled off a similar play to
the other sideline, rolling for a season-long 76-yard run before he was dragged down from behind.

quarterback Steve Bellisari and a fumble
by receiver Vanness Provitt < in the sec
ond half. For the game, they were flagged
for 13 penalties for 116 yards to UM's one
penalty for 7 yards

“Michigan is a big rivalry,” said OSU
flanker Ken-Yon Rambo, “Things go back

wedidn't stop them when we needed to,”

added OSU defensive end James Cotton,

win the game, You've got to keep on going -+ who notehed a pair of sacks in his final

and try to score as many points as you game as a Buckeye

can,” The Buckeyes outgained Michigan
“T folt we were in control, but we had a 368 yards to 262, In fact, OSU piled up

couple of turnovers in the second halfand 263 yards rushing behind tailbaclks

and forth, When you go up, you can't just
ghut it down and think you're going to

Blumen
Garten

Fresh Daily
«Silk Arrangements
*Holland Flowers

*Hawaiian Flowers
*Balloons and Fruit Baskets
*Weddings and Funerals

*Roses,

Hours: M-F 8-7, Sat, 8-6, Sun. 11-4
4687 Reed Road at Henderson

WE DELIVER!!
451-1299

> 4512064 (FAX)

== 0 I WE
| — v
= SO WD W

/\ P( DD(

lm]()y (,()lumbus'
FINEST SEAFOOD MENU
I' SUSHI BAR

& FRESHES'

SAPPORO WIND
6188 Cleveland Ave,

(At Corporate Exchange Plaza,
[-270 & Cleveland Ave.)

(614) 895-7575

Open 5 days for lunch and 7 days for dinner
Dinner 4:30-10 p.m, M-Sat. * 5-9 p.m, Sunday * Lunch 11:30-1:30 p.m. M-F
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Michael Wiley (22 carries, 92 yards) and
Jonathan Well

Bellisari wa
yards with
imnterceptions

‘We didn't do a good job throwing the
ball today,” Cooper said. “I thought we
ran the ball today, obviously, the best we
have all year long.”

Defensively, the Buckeyes held the
Wolverines in check until the fourth
quarter. UM took the lead after a 10-play,
77-yard scoring drive netted the game
winning touchdown when Tom Brady
connected with Marquise Walker for a 10
yard TD with 5:01 left

“Defensively, we stepped it up the
whole game,” said OSU cornerback Nate
Clements, who led OSU with nine tackles
and a pass deflected. “We just couldn't
put it away. We came out and played
hard.”

Brady completed 17 of 27 passes for
150 yvards and two touchdowns, while
workhorse tailback Anthony Thomas had
31 carries for 111 yards and a touchdown,
Thomas also caught five passes for 51
yards

Brady credited the Buckeyes for hang
ing tough

“When you come in as the favorite and
you don't play like you should, you give
the other team a lot of confidence,” he
paid. “They made it a four-quarter game."

(three carries, 85 yards)
8 of 20 passing for 84

two touchdowns and two

As It Happened

Ohio State controlled field position for
the game's first few possessions, pinning
the Wolverines back after the opening
Iickoff and then driving to the UM 37

Originally Published: Nov. 27, 1999

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

before being forced to punt

After the OSU defense forced a second
UM punt, the Buckeyes took over on
their own 49-yard line, They covered the
remaining 51 yards in seven plays to
score the game's first touchdown

Bellisari came up with the first big
play as he deftly avoided a sack, broke
another tackle and serambled for 9 yards

Four plays later, OSU faced third-and
6 at the UM 82, Wiley took a pitch right
and, behind a block from Matt Keller,
rolled for 26 yards down to the UM 6. The
Buckeyes caught Michigan shifting its
defense the wrong way before Wiley stifl
armed UM's Cato June to pick up addi-
tional yardage

After Wiley went for no gain on first-
and-goal, Bellisari rolled left to pass.
Under heavy pressure, he unloaded to
tight end Kevin Houser at the 4. June
was on the spot to attempt the tackle, but
he was unable to corral Houser, The tight
end got away and dived for the end zone
to complete the 6G-yard touchdown and
give the Buckeyes a 7-0 lead with 5:33
loft in the first quarter.

The field position advantage then
ghifted slightly to Michigan after OSU
was flagged for roughing UM punter
Hayden Epstein, A collection of Buckeyes,
including Tim Cheatwood, Courtland
Bullard and Donnie Nickey, were coming
to attempt a block and they knocked
Epstein down
downs and eventually drove to the OSU
38 before punting

After OSU went three-and-out, the
Wolverines took possession on their own
30. They embarked on an 1l-play, 70

UM got a fresh set of

yard scoring march, The key play on the
drive was a well-executed screen pass
from Brady to Thomas, which covered 32
yards down to the OSU 13.

Brady then found David Terrell for a
Teyard gain to the 6 before Thomas pow
ared for four more yardg and a first down
at the OSU 2,

Thomas went up the middle for 1 yard
on first down before powering in for the 1
yard touchdown on the next play to tie
the game, 7-7, with 7:456 left in the first
half.

Ohio State answered with a 12-play,
80-yard georing march to regain the lead.
The possession got off to a good start as
fullback Jamar Martin took a quick give
and rumbled for 21 yards,

Wells then came on to convert a third-
and-1, He picked up 9 yards on a toss
swoep right to give OSU a first down at
the UM 41, Bellisari converted the next
third down by throwing to a leaping
Provitt for 19 yards down to the UM 26,

Martin then came up big again with a
15-yard gain up the middle down to the
10. The Buckeyes then got a big break as
Bellisari threw into the end zone for
Rambo, who was shoved down by UM's
James Whitley. The interference penalty
gave the Buckeyes a first down at the 2.

Bellisari kept for 1 yard on first down
before Martin came out of the backfield
and slipped by UM’s Victor Hobson to
haul in the l-yard TD and give the
Buckeyes a 14-7 lead with 3:44 left in the
first half,

“We watched a lot of film and we
worked on it all weel,” said Martin, who
finished with 36 yards on two carries

“Michigan was giving up touchdowns to
the fullback in the flat and the tight end
in the back of the énd zone

“We ran it today and it was open.”

Michigan had two opportunities at the
end of the half, but OSU sacked Brady
each time — once by Cotton and once by
Mike Colling and the Buckeyes pre
served their 14-7 halftime lead

OSU had the ball to start the second
half but could not capitalize as Bellisari's
high pass for Reggie Germany was inter
cepted by UM safety DeWayne Patmon
He returned it 32 yards to the OSU 23

But the Buckeye defense stiffened,
forcing a Brady incompletion on second
down, and linebackers Na'il Diggs and
Jason Ott stopped Thomas for a 5-yard
loss after he caught a swing pass. Epstein
booted a 42-yard field goal to trim the
lead to 14-10 with 11:22 left in the third
quarter,

Ohio State got those points back,
though, after Rambo returned the ensu
ing lkickofl' 63 yards to the UM 43, Wiley
then converted a fourth-and-2 situation
at the UM 36 with his nifty halfback
option pass between two defenders to
Rambo for 21 yards and a first down at
the 14. But the Buckeyes could not find
the end zone after Wiley was stopped shy
of the first down marker on third-and-8
at the 12, and OSU settled for Dan
Stultz's 27-yard field goal and a 17-10
lead with 8:13 left in the third quarter,

Fach team then missed a golden
opportunity. Michigan drove to the OSU

Continued On Page 22
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The Great Tradition

The Most Complete, Most Comprehensive
Browns History Book Ever Published!!

368 pages with chapter after chapter of detailed,
authoritative text by respected pro football writers.

Now shipping revised
third edition for
Christmas 1999!
(Foxmerly The Cleveland Browns,

A 50-Year Tradition)

Illustrated with more than 450 classic photos of the
Browns’ legendary players, coaches, games and events,
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The First 50 Seasons and the
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The Greatest Victories
The Rivalries
Head Coaches
Chapters Tracing Browns
History at Every Player Position
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

Originally Published: Nov. 27, 1999

OSU Unravels In Second Half At Michigan

Continued From Page 21

12, only to lose possession when Brady
wag stripped by freshman safety Mike
Doss and teammate Clinton Wayne
recovered

Then, O5U's Wells ripped off a 76
yard run down the right sideline, spin-
ning out of a tackle and getting a block
from Martin, before he was dragged
down from behind by UM's Todd Walker
at the Michigan 6

But OSU could not cash in as
Bellisari threw an incompletion, Wiley
picked up 2 yards on second down, and
Bellisari was sacked by UM's Tommy
Hendricks on third down.

“They had a real good call on third
down," Cooper said, “They came with
some outside pressure and we were for-
tunate to hang on to the ball.”

A high snap on Stultz's ensuing 30-
yard field goal attempt forced him to
double clutch and he shanked the kick
wide left,

“Because of great hustle by Todd
Howard, we had a place to defend there,

even though it was at the short end of

the field," said UM coach Lloyd Carr,
who improved to 4-1 against the
Buckeyes.

Michigan finally tied the game after
one more Ohio State miscue, This time,
Bellisari threw a split second late to
tight end Darnell Sanders down the mid-
dle, UM linebacker Tan Gold intercepted
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sounds of the season.
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the pass at the OSU 25 and returned it
17 yards to the OSU 8.

On first down there, UM had trips left
but Brady rolled right and threw to tight
end Shawn Thompson. Doss scraped off
UM fullback Aaron Shea and made a des-
peration tackle attempt, but Thompson
was able to streteh the ball over the goal
line for the 8-yard TD, Epstein’s PAT lkiclk
knotted the game at 17 with 37 seconds
left in the third quarter,

The teams then traded possessions
before the Buckeyes mounted a serious
threat to take the lead, OSU drove 36
yards to the Michigan 34. But on second-
and-14 there, Bellisari threw to Provitt in
the left flat, UM's Whitley popped him to
force a fumble, which June recovered at
the Michigan 23 with 9:06 left in the
game

Michigan then put together the game's
decisive scoring march, The key play was
Brady's 20-yard pass to tight end Shawn
Thompson, who was wide open down the
middle of the field on third-and-3 at the
UM 30,

Later in the drive, Brady dropped to
pass and, after waiting for roughly eight
seconds, dropped the ball off to Walker,
who rolled ahead for 17 yards down to the
08U 11,

Two plays later, Brady and Walker
hooleed up for the 10-yard touchdown as
Walker again was open in the left flat
before avoiding OSU’s Clements and div-
ing for the end zone, Epstein’s PAT gave

ntis

FLORISTS INC.
865 DeSantis Ct.
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UM a 24-17 lead with 5:01 left,

“We were having some problems
throwing the ball early in the game, but |
lnew at erunch time we would get the job
done,” Brady said.

Brady completed the pass despite
having Diggs blitzing at him.

“I saw their linebackers walk up and
I knew they were going to blitz,” Brady
said, “Na'il Diggs was to my left, where
Marquise was lined up. I knew I'd throw
to Marquise if (Diggs) blitzed."

Needing a touchdown to force over-
time, Ohio State picked up a first down
on its final possession as Bellisari
lunged forward for 2 yards on a fourth-
down quarterback sneak.

But the Buckeyes were unable to
move the chaing again. Bellisari's deep
pass to Germany fell incomplete on first
down at the OSU 31. He then hit Wiley
with a screen for an 8-yard gain but was
sacked by UM's Dhani Jones for a 7-yard
loss on third down.

Finally, his fourth down pass to a
sliding Germany fell incomplete and the
Wolverines took over with 2:05 left,

A pair of OSU penalties, a face mask
and offsides penalty, helped UM obtain
the game-clinching first down with 50
seconds left.

Game Notes

* OSU jumbled its starting lineup on
the offensive line with positive results,

Junior Tam Hopking started at left
guard in place of LeCharles Bentley,
who moved over to right tackle in place
of Henry Ileming.

*  Another lineup switch that
appeared to be working was starting
Milke Doss at strong safoty.

Doss, with 29 total tackles, was
08U leading tackler over the season’s
final three games, tallying 12 against
Michigan State, 10 against Ilinois and
goven against Michigan. He made his
first carcer start against the Illini and
was in the lineup again at UM,

His biggest play was the strip of

Brady, which thwarted a serious UM
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georing threat,

“1 think Michael made a good play on
that,” said defensive coordinator Fred
Pagac, “He's a young player and he
probably made some mistakes today,
but I thought he played well”

* Just prior to Dosa' strip, fellow
safety Gary Berry had an interception
and 57-yard return nullified due to a
holding penalty on OSU delensive end
Rodney Bailey.

Bailey latched on to Shea, who was
coming out of the backfield to run a pass
pattern,

* The crowd of 111,675 eclipsed the
previous NCAA record, set earlier this
year when 111,623 saw Michigan host
Notre Dame.

Michigan also became the first school
to average better than 111,000 fans per
home game, UM attracted 666,049 fans
for its six home dates for an average of
111,008,

* Many in that capacity crowd felt
08U's Percy King got away with a fair
catch interference penalty on UM punt
returner DiAllo Johnson.

King blasted Johnson a split second
after he fielded a second-quarter OSU
punt and a flag was thrdwn. The offi-
cialg conferred, leading many to think
they were going to flag King for a per-
sonal foul for a deliberate vicious hit.

But, upon conferring, the officials
ruled King had been blocked into
Johnson. ABC's cameras showed only
incidental contact from the UM blocker,
though.

King, absolved of any wrongdoing,
consgidered it a heads-up play.

“I didn't care if I got flagged,” he said.
“If he had caught the ball I would have
had to stand there and let him run, so |
decided I might as well hit him and talke
the penalty. Five yards, what's that?"

* Michigan increased its lead in the
gories to 55-36-6, including 29-16-4 in
Ann Arbor. However, since 1962 the
series is now dead even at 23-23-2,

OSU missed a chance to win consec
utive games in the serics for the first
time since 1981-82,
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

Pagac Happy With Way
Buckeyes Responded

For a day anyway, it looked like the

Ohio State defonse of old
The Buckeyes played lights out on the

stop side of the ball in a 24-17 loss to

Michigan, allowing the archrival
Wolverines just 262 yards of total offense
[t was the second straight time Ohio
State turned in a sterling defensive effort
in Ann Arbor only to see it go to waate

“This was a good defensive football
gamo for both sides,” Ohio State defen
give coordinator Fred Pagac said, "I'm
gure there are some positives we can
take out of this

“We did protty much what we wanted
to do today defensively. We played hard,
made plays and made tackles. We pres
gured them and things went well for us
most of the game.”

Three costly turnovers hamstrung
Ohio State, and that more than any
thing was the difference in the game

Especially impressive was the play of
the secondary, which allowed UM quar
terback Tom Brady only 150 yards
through the air. The Wolverines had
been running a fairly wide-open attack

of late, but Michigan had no answer for
the harassing, physical man defense of

the Buckeyes
“We played man,” cornerback Ahmed

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

Plummer said. “We played man about
three-fourths of the time. I was on
(David) Terrell the whole game, and 1
love competition and challenges.”

Terrell, Michigan's biggest threat,
was limited to 156 yards on just two
catches

The Wolverines had success with
dumpoffs in the flat to Aaron Shea and
Shawn Thompson, the latter scoring
UM's tying touchdown when OSU line
backer Na'il Diggs chose to rush Brady
That left Thompson open in the flat and
Brady floated the ball to him

The Buckeye front line got good pres
sure on Brady, sacking him four times
and hurrying him seven more

James: Cotton had two of the
Buckeyes' sacks, and he felt OSU over
powered a touted Michigan offensive
lino,

“He ig a rhythm pasger,” Cotton said,
“Wa thought if we could talke him off his

§
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BIG STOP — OSU defensive end Brent Johnson (60) and linebacker
Joe Cooper (10) celebrate after a key Buckeye stop. The OSU
defense largely held Michigan in check, allowing the Wolverines
just 262 yards total offense,

“We knew the routes they'd run and
the athletes they had,” safety Gary
Berry said. “Hats off to Coach Pagac and
Coach (Jon) Tenuta, We had a great
game plan.”

At times it seemed
knew Michigan's plays

rhythm we could malke some things hap-
pen.”

Michigan ran a proetty elementary
scheme, occasionally going to a three
wide set, But there were few four-wide
gots or trips formations, which made
0OSU's job easier

the Buckeyes
UM's line \was

)
y
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OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

and “that
chance to

times,
the

hand at
Buckeyes

Lipping 1ts
allowed the
dominate
“Their tendencies held true and we
reacted to what they were doing,"
Cotton said, "We knew what they were
going to run by the way they lined up
and by the way their line set up. They
just made some plays in the second

half.”

Candy Man Proves Hard To Stop

Michigan tailback Anthony Thomas
put up his fifth-straight 100-yard game
by notehing 111 yards on 31 tough car
ries, an average of just 3.6 yards per
tote

The Wolverines relied on Thomas to
set up the passing game, and they were
successful to a large degree,

One constant in the rivalry seems to
be that the team that runs the ball bet-
ter wins. However, that wasn't the case
this time

OSU knew it would be fed a steady
diet of Thomas, especially as the fourth
quarter dawned

“This is Ohio State-Michigan,” defen-
sive end Rodney Bailey said, “We know
eanch other very well, We expected them
to grind it out and we had the scheme
down,”

Thomas caught a screen pass in the
first half = one of his five receptions
and did a nice job all afternoon of break
ing tackles. OSU's inability to stop pass
o8 Lo the flat again proved to be its undo
ng

“They hit us on a couple of critical sit
uations the sereen to Thomas in the
firat half and a couple of shallow routes
to the tight end in the second half”
Pagac said

Effort Was First Rate

A lackluster to Hlinois a week
earlier made many think the Buckeyes
would mail it in against the Wolverines

But just the opposite was true

OSU made plays all afternoon
because of spirit, heart and desire,
Those were missing most of the season,
but they came to the fore for one day and
were nearly enough to get the Buckeyes
over

"It was a big-time game, and even
though it didn't turn out the way we
wanted, I'm proud of all these guys,”
Plummer said, “They hung in and gave
it their best shot,”

The magnitude of the game a win
would have made the Buckeyes bowl-ali-
gible wasn't lost on the seniors, who
rallied the troops and played their most
congigtent game of the season

“It comes [rom the heart,” Plummer
said, "Everyone knows this is a big
game, Bverybody in the country watches
this game. We believed we could win
this game and everyone went out and
gave it all they had.”

The common thought pervading the
va[;";llnl‘ comments wos !]l.‘ll ”H'
Buckeyes would have been a contender
had they played as hard all season
they did against Michigan

Pagae, like OSU's other coaches, was
n't receptive to the idea that the effort

lo

Originally Published: Nov. 27, 1999

has been lacking this season. But he did
applaud his troops,

“I'm not sure it was any more than
any other week,” the coach gaid, "But we
came together and let it all hang out.”

Putting It In Perspective

No one on the OSU squad envisioned
a geason like this, and the hurt will
linger for some time.

But there seemed to-be a sense of
purpose, of resolve, from the Buckeyes
a8 they sifted through the aftermath of
their eighth loss to Michigan this
decade

“It's a disappointment because at

Ohio State you don't go .600," safety
Percy King said, “You want to win at
least 10 games, win the national cham-
pionship, When you don't do that, it
feels like the season was for nothing.”

There were the same problems all
season for the defense — lack of sure
tackling, not enough forced turnovers
and the surprising ability to fold when
adversity called,

That disappeared against the
Wolverines, making Plummer think
there may be light at the end of the tun-
nel,

“If we had the answer for the prob-
lems we had earlier in the year, we sure-

ly would have put those out there and
solved what was going on,” Plummer
said. “You can't, explain it, This is a
game where guys step up every year."

He had some words of advice for the
returning members of the defense, kind
of some fatherly advice to ensure 1999
doesn’t happen all over again in 2000

“It's up to them,” Plummer said, “I've
talked to some of them already and I'm
sure I'll talk to others. It all starts in the
off*seanon. The work habits the veterans
showed will have to rub off on the young
guys, It's their time to fake over and be
Ohio State Buckeyes and turn this thing
around.”
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The Numbers Game

Michigan 24, Ohio State 17

Nov, 20, 1999 — Michigan ll-dlum' Arm Avbor, Mich,
Score by Quarters 2

OHIO STATE T 7 3 0
MICHIGAN 0 7T  ;

- 47
- 24

First quarter
08U — Houser, 6 pass from Bellisarl (Stultz kick), 5:33; 7
plays, 51 yards, 3:36
Second Quarter
UM — Thomas, 1 run (Epstein kick), 7:45; 11 plays, 70 yards,
627
08U — Martin, 1 pass from Bellisarl (Stultz kick), 3:44; 12
plays, 80 yards, 4:01
Third Quarter
UM = Epstein, 42 fleld goal, 11:22; 4 plays, -2 yards, 1:34
08U — Stultz, 27 flald goal, 8:13; 8 plays, 33 yards, 3:00
UM = Thompson, 8 pass from Brady (Epstein kick), 0:37; 1 play, 8 yards, 0:07
Fourth Quarter
UM == Walker, 10 pass from Brady (Epstein kick), 5:01; 10 plays, 77 yards, 4:04
Att, — 111,575
Weather = 45 degrees, cloudy, light rain; wind 15 MPH from W-SW,

Toam Statistics

osu um

First Downs 16 19
Rushing 11 10
Passing 4 6
Ponalty i 3
48-263 39102

Passing Yards 106 160
Passos (Att-Comp.Int.) 21-9-2 27170
Offensive Plays 69 66
Total Net Yards 368 262
Third Down Efficlency 5 5156 6513
Fourth Down Efficiency 23 0-0
Punts ' 4-40.3 6-36.7
Fumblos-Lost 4-1 21
Penaltios 13116 1.7
Time of Possession 29:68 30:02

\
Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds,) — OSU: Wiley 22.02; Wells 3-85; Martin 2-35; Bellisarl 13-27; Keller
824, UM: Thomas 31-111; Team 1(-1); Brady 7+-8).

PASSING (Att.-Comp . Int,-Yds,TD) — OSU; Bollisarl 20-8-2-84.2; Wiley 1-1-0-21-0. UM: Brady
27:17:0:150-2,

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds,) — 08U; Rambo 2-37; Provitt 2-30; Germany 2-23; Wiley 1-8; Houser 1-
@; Martin 1-1, UM: Thomas 551; Thompson 3-37; Walker 3-26; Terrell 2:15; Johnson 2:14; Shea
27,

PUNTING (No.Avg.-Long) = 08U: Stultz 4-40,3-45, UM: Epstein 6-35.7-47,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds,) = 0SU: Rambo 2:7, UM: Johnson 10,

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.Yds.) = 08U: Rambo 3:93; Wiley 1-24, UM: Cross 2-45,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — 08U: Wayne. UM: June.

INTERGEPTIONS (No.-Yds,) — 08U: None, UM: Patmon 1-32; Gold 1-17,

SACKS — 0SU: Cotton 2:9; Diggs 1-9; Colling 1-2, UM: Hendricks 1-8; Jones 1-7; Whitley 1-6;
Hall 1-0

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.Yds,) — 0SU: Cotton 2-9; Ott 2-7; Diggs 1.9; Colling 1-2; Clements
1-1; Plckett 1-1, UM: Jones 2:10; J, Willlams 2-8; Hendricks 1-8; Whitley 1-6; Renes 1-1,

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot,) — 08U: Clements 9:0.9; Ott 7.0-7; Doss 6-1.7; Diggs 4-3-7; Berry 5
1:6; Colling 4:2:6; Cotton 4-1-8; Plummer 2:1-3; Pickett 2:0-2; Bullard 1-1-2; Mitchell 1-0-1; Balley
1:0-1; Walter 1-0-1; LaVrar 1-0-1; Wilhelm 1-0-1; Wiley 1-0-1; King 1-0-1; Cooper 1-0-1, UM: June 7-
310; Hendricks 90.9; Gold 8-1-9; Jones 5-3-8; Howard 4-1-6; J, Willlams 4-1-5; Hobson 3-1-4;
Whitley 2:2-4; Hall 3.0-3; Petruzielio 2:0-2; Bracking 1-1-2; Wilson 0-2-2; Thompson 1:0-1; Renes 1-
0-1; Askew 1:0-1; Bellamy 1:0-1; Foote 1-0-1; Patmon 1.0-1,

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — OHIO STATE: Starters: Defonse, Cotton, Plckett, Colling, Johnson,
Diggs, O, Bullard, Clements, Berry, Doss, Plummer, Stultz. Offense, Germany, Walter, Bentley,
Murphy, Gilbert, Hopkins, Wisniewskl, Bellisarl, Keller, Wilay, Rambo. Reserves: Mitchell, Grant,
Cooper, Cacehlo, King, Lindsay, Nickey, Westbrooks, Wells, Wilhelm, Martin, LaVrar, Cheatwood,
Douglas, Long, Gurr, Massey, Perez, Brown, Flaming, Provitt, Houser, Sanders, Wayne, Balley,
Elsenhard, Peterson, Queen, MICHIGAN: Starters: Offense, Terrell, Backus, Hutchinson, Brandt,
Slemann, Frazier, Thompson, Knight, Brady, Shea, Thomas, Epstein, Defense, J. Willlams, Wilson,
Renes, Hall, Hobson, Gold, Jones, Whitley, Hendricks, June, Howard. Reserves: Walker, Cross,
Johnson, Patmon, Foote, Butler, Bellamy, Bryant, Drake, Smokevitch, Askew, Coleman, Rosel,
Schanski, Sechler, Moundros, Sgrol, Brackins, Ziemann, M, Willlams, Mast, Seymour, Joppru,
Rumishek, Kratus, Petruziello, Lazarus, Frysinger,

Season Statistics

1999 Game-By-Game
Date ] AP Rank¥) W/L Score  Crowd
Augg. 20 (9) Miaml (Fla)) (12)* L 2312 73,037
Sept, 11 (13) UCLA (14) W 4220 03,283
Sept, 18 (13) OHIO U, W 4016 93,222
Sept, 25 (12) CINCINNATI W 3420 63,407
Oot, 2 (12) WISCONSIN L 4217 03,524
Ot 9 (21) PURDUE (17) W 2522 93,766
Oot, 16 (18) at Penn State (2) L 2310 97,007
Oct, 23 (22) at Minpesota (24) W 2017 50,842
Oct, 30 (21) IOWA W 4111 93,6061
Nov, 6 (20) at Mich, State (19) I.. 237 74,639
Nov. 13 (26) ILLINOIS 6:20

Nov. 20 at Michigan (10) L 24-17 144 L'n'lh

g ff Classic
lBEbvo game day AP ranking Is in parentheses
before the opponent, while the oppanent's ranking |s
after the name,

Toam Statistios

0su Opp

First Downs 210 232

Rushing 101 116

Passing 01 103

Ponnlty 18 13
Avil, Por Game/Rush 166.5 1607
Avi. Por Game/Pass 181.2 202.7
Total Offense a172 4348

Total Plays 780 a71

Average Per Game KLY 3623

Averago Per Play 6.3 5.0
Penaltios-Yards 71664 78662
Fumbles-Lost 26:15 160
ard Down Efficlency 60159 72180

Parcentage 80 400
4th Down Efficlency 718 612

Parcentage AT0 A20
Sacks 201062 40262
Time of Possession Avg,  27:17 32:43
Socore z!lumm i 2 3 4 Tot, Avg,
Ohlo State 63 87 06 49 285 238
Opponents 66 108 63 61 287 239
Attendance Games Total Avig.
Home : 43 654,102 03,450
Away 8 407,100 . 81,420
Total 12 1,061,292 B8,441

Individunl Statistion

Rushing Att,  Net. Avg, TDLong
Michael Wiley 183 962 62 10 69
Stave Dollisarl 116 332 29 2 68
Jonathan Wells 61 202 B.7 3 76
Derek Combs . 43 173 40 3 3
Jamar Martin 19 100 53 i 2l
Jorry Wastbrooks i 70 41 148
Matt Keller . 10 61 38 0 i1
KenYon Rambo ] 34 68 0 22
Nate Stead 2 8 40 0 8
Andro Griffin 3 6 20 0 4
Toam 3 8 2.7 0 0
Austin Moherman ' 18 22 1.2 08
08U Totals 476 19098 42 20 76
OPP Totals 614 2926 3.7 17 683
Rocolving No, Yards Avg D Long
Reggle Germany 43 656 15,3 - |
Ken-Yon Rambo 41 833 203 6 o8
Michael Wiley 14 163 109 -8
Matt Kellor 8 130 163 1 38
Vanness Provitt T 122 174 1 41
Steve Wisnlewskl 6 91 152 1 24
Kevin Houser ] 65 0.2 2 20
Jonathan Wells 8 17 34 0 9
Chad Cacehlo 4 44 11,0 0 19
Jamar Martin 3 10 33 e |
Stove Bolllsarl 1 28 280 0 28
Dorok Combs 1 16 16,0 0 16
Nate Stead 1 10 100 0 10
Darnell Sanders 1 7 70 S
Jorry Westbrooks 1 2 20 0 2
08U Totals 142 2174 163 16 6B
OPP Totals 213 2432 124 14 78

Ieorll\l T  EPK _EPP EPR FG PTS
Michael Wiley 11 -— 11 - 08
Dan Stultz 0 3134 = =120 €7
KenYon Rambo ] - - - - 30
Dorek Combs 3 - - — - 18
Jonathan Wells 3 —— - 18
Stove Bollisarl 2 - - 01 - 12
Jamar Martin 2 — - - 12
Kevin Houser 2 - - - 12
Darnell Sanders 1 - = - - 0
Stove Wisnlowski 1 - - - - 0
Jorry Westbrooks 1 — - - 0
Roggle Germany 1 — - - - @
Gary Berr 1 - - - - B
Vanness Provitt 1 — - - - 8
Matt Keller 1 - — 6
08U Totals a6 a1 1.2 12 I.l 206
OPP Totals 31 2323 l I 23 2430 207
Passing____ Comp. Att. Pot. Yds. INT TD

"‘-'ﬂ.'ﬂ"'." n‘S& ’3‘ 28&‘258 8% 08
143 304 407 2174 14 18 113,08
OPPTotas 213 307 .007 2432 12 24 12341

FG Distance 020 30-30 4040 60+  Total
n Stult; e LE 7 g
ool 33 48 B 88 148
QPP Totals 741 1344 66 11 2431
Punting ______No. Yds. Avg Bk __ Long

| 61 2363 38,
B Sondor paougare & W
08U Totals G3 2402 382 0 Ll
OPP Totals 61 2694 4186 0O an
No, Yds, Av; O Long
Ahme PI a ‘
Nate Slun‘\‘m‘?‘l" 8 gﬂ }38 8 gA
Kenny Peterson 1 3 30 0 N
Jason Ot 1 .16 140 Q0 16
Gary Barry i 12 120 0 12
Donnle Nickey 1 0 00 O 0
Joo Cooper 1 g 90 '9 0
08U Totals 12 187 31 0 @7
OPP Totals 14 220 164 0 a8
Punt Returns No, Yds, Avg. TD Long
ate Cloments 4 1 54 1
uon-vnn nmLo Q 58 8 ﬂ
08U Totals 21 298 93 0 27
OPP Totals a5 170 68 0 218
Klokoff Roturns No,_Yds. Avg. TD Long
KenYon Ramboe 31 651 a1i 0 83
Michael Wiley / 8 114 143 0 24
Chad Gacehlo 1 43 420 0O 12
Matt Kellor 1 p 00 0 9
Joe Cooper 1 g Q9 8 0
Peroy Kin 1 0 00 0 0
08U Totals 43 780 183 0 ®)
OPP Totals 44 844 192 0 B

Na'll Dlggs 64 30 94
Nate Cloments 76 14 00 829 —
Gary Berry 65 21 86 620 12
Jason Ow 86 24 79 1132 210
Donnle Nickey 46 27 73 12 -
James Cotton 43 13 66 1143 G528
Mike Colling 36 20 56 1134 424
Ahmed Plummer 48 7 08 -
Ryan Pickett 34 14 48 047 30
Michael Doss 33 10 43 50 -
Courtland Bullard 27 13 40 419 316
Joe Cooper 32 14 519 19
Paroy King 30 § 38 18 -
Brant Johnson 16 18 34 626 318
David Mitehaell 22. 3 28 14 —
Rodnaey Balley 17 6 a3 514 15
Joe Brown 0 7 17 421 18
Matt Wilhelm 4 8 38 2-7 16
Fred Pagno 7T & 33 11 -
Matt LaVrar 6 2 a 11
Fumbln Foroed

3 — Na'll Diggs; 2 — Michael Doss; 1 Jame

Cotton, Gnry orry, Parcy Kmu Courtland Bullnru
Jorry Waestbrooks, Mike Colling

Fumhlu Recovered
2 — Jason Ott, Gary Berry; 1 — Rodney Balley,

Kevin Houser, Na'll Iggs, Matt Witheim, Clinton

Blocked Kloks
Bront Johnson, Nate Clements, Jason Ot

catch the action at
reayman ]l lo’ss
before or after the
gamoe

546-3661

n open until 1:00am
at the
continent

kite
meapa Il Io’s

5266 Center S., Hilliard 876-0142
7 "Where Quality Work & Low Prices Are"

+ Alignments * Brakes * Monroe Shocks & Struts
+ Engine Repair * New & Used Tires

Goodyear - Michelin
BF Goodrich - Laramie
and many more

Hours: 8 AM - 6:30 PM Mon.-Fri,

BAM - 3:30 PM Sat,

Any Service mnr $100
(Tires Not Included)
Expires 11-30-99
Not valid lx}mh other offers
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