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Assistant Flevated To Head Coach

Ohio State Goes With Ayers

By Mark Rea

“I've been n Buckeyw all my life. For
me, this represents the ultimate in
conching.”

With those words, Randy Ayers be-
came the 11th man to hold the title of
hond men's basketball coach at Ohio
State,

He succeeds Gary Williams, who
resigned June 18 to take the head
coaching job ut his alma mater, the Uni.
vorsity of Maryland.

Ayors becomes the first black head
basgketball coach in the school's history
and, at 33 years of age, is one of the
youngest head coaches in college bas-
ketball today

Ayers was offered a five-year con-
tract with o base salary reported to be
£75,000 for the firat yoar

He has no head coaching experience
on any level, yot has 11 years of expari-
ence in college coaching. Coupled with
the fact that Ayers wns the principal
recruiter of three players — Jim Jack-
son, Mark Baker and Alex Davis — who
will help lead OSU basketball into the
19908, the Buckeyes offered the job to
Ayeras,
vars belioves that Willinms left the
State program on solid ground.
he was mindful of the task set be-
him.

“Our program and the young people
in it have great potential,” he said, *and
my commitment is to do the baat job 1
possibly can and to maintain always the
Buckeye tradition of honesty and in-
tegrity.

“I've always felt that 1 was a very
capable individual. I felt [ had paid my
dues. I have been in the profession now
11 years. That's not a guarantee, but [
just feel I'm ready to assume this re-
sponsibility.”

Ayers said he attached no special sig-
nificance to the fact that he was the
first black head basketball coach at
08U and only the fourth in Big Ten his-
tory

“1 just see myself as a capable profos-
sionnl who happens to be blnck,” he
said. *Other people may give special sig-
nificance to that, but I don’t. The impor-
tant thing right now is to put together n
winning program.”

Ayers emerged ns the Buckeyes'
head conch from a list of candidates
filled with successful head coaches from
other Division I schools.

However, the school's search com:
mittev must have liked what it saw in
Ayers, He was [formally interviewed
June 29 and told the job was nis less
than three doys later

“We believe we conducted a thorough
national search,” said OSU athletic
director Jim Jones. “We talked to n
number of persons for information or
recommendations, as well as several
potentinl candidates.

“I must tell you that personally, and

Randy Ayers was named the 11th head men's basketball coach
at Ohio State on July 3. Ayers was elevated from assistant
coach for the Buckeyes after former head coach Gary Wil-
linms resigned June 13 to return to his alma mater, Maryland.
Ayers is the first black head basketball conch in OSU history
and, at age 33, the youngest head coach in the Big Ten.

I believe that the department ap-
precintes very much, the excitemont
and direction of our basketball program
under Gary Williams,

*In that idea, it is our desire to con-
tinue the tradition, in fact, the winning
tradition that we have grown ac-
customed to at Ohio State, To do that
we came up with Randy Ayers, a person
in whom we have & great deal of con-
fidence.”

Jones ndded that although lack of
prior head coaching experience waighed
in the senrch committee's decision,
Ayers had too many other things going

for him to be overlookad

“Obviously, when you go out Lo
soarch, you have a number of factors
you want to consider,” Jones said. “One
of those is head coaching experience

“As far ns | know, thers in no one
perfect conch in Amenca. 1 believe
Randy fulfills the idoals we were going
out alter. So we were willing to averlook
the fact that he had not beon n head
coach.

“His hard work, integrity, true con

Continued On Page 14
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BSB Quotebook: "'The Hiring Of Randy Ayers"

Randy Ayers, new head men's basketball coach at
Obio State: "1 knew I was a long shot, but Twon't say I'm
surprised. I feel I've paid some dues with 11 years in the
profession and 1 have confidence in my ability, If I was
afraid, T wouldn't even have asked to be considered.”

Jim Jones, Ohio State athletic director, when asked
aboutan ESPN report which stated no one seemed to want
1o be basketball coach at OSU: "1t would probably sur-
prise you, but our program is not built on Chris Berman
and ESPN. Our program is, I think, built on sound values
and we're going to continue to build on those values.”

Fred Taylor, former Ohio State head coach: "I'm
surprised that so many coaches turned it down, It would
seem to me there couldn't be 10 better jobs in the country
than Ohio State. There has got to be something wrong
some place.”

Billy Hahn, former Ohio University head coach who
was elevated from assistant coach status and then fired
after going 42-45 in three seasons: " Going from an assis-
tant couch to a head coach, it's like being dropped into a
stand of woods without & compass. Then you're told, "All
right, lead us out of here.' "

Darrell Hedric, former Miami head coach who guided
Avyers when he was with the Redskins: "It's just fantastic,
It's great that Ohio State would promote within a kid
who's paid his dues, [eouldn'tbe more happier, Itcouldn't
happen to a nicer young man, It's like a son getting an ad-
vancement."

Fred Tavylor

Carol Ayers, wileof OhioState's new basketball coach:
"Maybe I'm naive, but I'm an Ohioan. I've always thought
il you worked hard for something you were rewarded.
That'sthe way it's always worked for me. Lalways, always
felt that Randy had a very good chance.”

Don Henderson, who coached Ayers at Springlield
North High School: "Idon't think the fact he hasn't been
i head coach is going to have anything to do with it. The
way he can handle situations and handle people, coaching
is coaching. Itall gets down to how you handle people and
Randy does that well."

Nolan Richardson, head coach at Arkansas, thought to
be the front-runner for the OSU job: " Ohio State proba-
bly didn't know if I was really interested in the job. I was
asked several times if Twanted the job. I told them I didn't
know. I would have needed more time to think about it."

Jones on how the Ohio State selection commitee came
to offer the job to Ayers: "1 could tell you a great deal
about the selection process, but Ldon't think I'will. Let me
repeat for the record that no one was ever offered the
position of head basketball coach at The Ohio State
University other than Randy Ayers."

Don DeVoe, former Tennessee coach, OSU grad and
unsuccessful candidate for the job that went to Ayers:
"There have been three different athletic directors each
time 1 applied and sometimes circumstances don't allow
you to be the chosen one. I seriously don't think I'll ever
be a candidate for the Ohio State job."
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Brazeau Decides To
Remain With Bucks

By Mark Rea

The Ohio State men's basketball
coaching staff, once thought to be on the
verge of a complete overhaul, will
return 50 percent intact next season.

Randy Ayers was the new Buckeyes
head coach less than 48 hours before
naming Paul Brazeau as one of his two
full-time assistants.

The 80-year-old Brazeau had boen a
part-time nssistant conch for the Buck-
eyos the past two seasons,

His hiring keeps half of Ohio State’s
conching stafl intact for next season.
Head coach Gary Williams resigned to
become head coach at Maryland, while
nasistant Fran Fraschilla left to become
an assistant at Providence.

Williams had offered both Ayers and
Brazeau assistant positions at Mary-
land. Brazeau had accepted the offer in
late June, but said Williams understood
his desire to remain at OSU as part of
Ayers’ stafl.

“Gary was totally supportive of my
decision to stay,” Brazemu said. "He
knows what a help it would be to Randy
because of my familiarity with our pro-
gram, the university and the Big Ten
and he knows how well this community
treats an assistant conch.”

Brazeau admitted he originally nc-
cepted the Maryland job with some
trepidation.

“It was n tough decision to maks,” he
said, “After two years in this com.
munity, we had made a lot of friends.

“But as n career decision, I just
eouldn't turn down a full-time position
with Maryland especially when | wasn't
even sure I'd get an offer to remnin a
part-time nsaistant here.”

Paul Brazeau

A part-time coach is limited to a
salary worth half the value of a scholar-
ship, but is allowed to supplement his
income with jobs outside the athletic de-
partment. As a result, Brazeau had
worked in group sales for a Columbus
hotael.

Brazeau joined the Buckeyes prior to
the 1987.88 season after spending five
yoars ns an assistant conch at Boston
College. Four of those years were spent
serving under Williama.

A native of North Adams, Mass,
Brazeau is a 1981 graduate of Boston
College with a degree in economics, He
also received a master's degree in busi-
ness administration from BC.



Originally Published: July 1989

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

Page 3

Others Probably Would Have Moved On

Ayers Was Always Right Man For Job

What's wrong with this job anyway?

The simple answer is that there is
nothing wrong with being the head
men's basketball conch at Ohio State.

It's just that the powers that be at
the venerable old school had the guts to
stick to princples this time, refusing to
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allow public opinion to sway their con-
viciona.

The Ohio State athletic department
has been taken to task during the past
two years — and rightfully se — for
some of ita decisions.

Whether you liked him or not, Earle
Bruce was unceremoniously dumped
after nine years as head football coach.
And it wasnt bad enough that Bruce
was fired, but the timing and handling
of the ordeal was less than professional.

In the last calendar year alone, the
Buckeyes have fired head men's gym-
nastics coach Mike Willson and as-
sistant baseball coach Joe Carbone and
were taken to court by both men.

Then there was foot-dragging in deci-
sions to promote Steve Snapp to sports
information director, to change from
artificial t natural turf in Ohio
Stadium and to give former basketball
coach Gary Williams a three-year con-
tract extension that he reportedly
wanted as early as last year,

But about the circumstances sur-
rmmd.m, the hiring of Randy Ayers as
head basketball conch, T eannot find

with the OSU athletic department

Denny
Crum from Louisville or Ulhpr Phelpa
from Notre Dame. If you know you can't
buy, why go into the store?

The Buckeyes did very well compil-
ing a list of candidates who were mostly
all up-and~comers. But the trouble with

Thompson f:n {nl{eri tawn

the Nolan Richardsons, the Jim
Crewses, the Pote Gillens and the Lon
Krugers is a microcosm of what's wrong
with college basketball today.

Apparently, none of them were will-
ing to sign a five-year contract and
agree to fulfill all five years of that pact.
None were willing to agree to stay at
Ohio State and waive their chance to go
elsewhere for head coaching jobs in the
midst of their contracts.

Now, that may seem archaic on Ohio
State's part to expect a coach to honor
the entire length of the contract he
signs. But it is also refreshing in this
nge of coaches jumping from one ship to
another mid-contract.

A case can be made for the fact that
schools fire coaches almost as quickly as
they collect tuition. But, most of the
time, the universities honor their end of
the bargain by compensating the coach
monaetarily.

Ohio Stats many times has been
charged with living in the dark ages on
matters like these. Maybe the old ways
are the best ways after all.

SOME HAVE criticized the Buck-
eyes for giving the job to an untested
head coach.

He may be untested as far as a head
coach is concerned. But he has so many
other things going for him that OSU
simply could not overlook them.

e brings the kind of continuity to
the OSU basketball program that it so
desperately needs. Deapite the excellent
talent of its team members, the last
thing the Buckeyes could have afforded
was to lose the entire coaching staff.
The program would have been dealt a
crushing blow as far as recruiting is
concerned, a blow from which it may

Editor's
Notebook
with Mark Rea

have taken three or four years to
recover.

With the hiring of Ayers, and the fact
that assistant Paul Brazeau has agreed
to stay instead of following Williams to
Maryland, much of OSU's recruiting
braintrust remains intact.

The fact that Ayers is only 33 years
old has to be considered a plus. He is
not s far removed from his playing
dayn, so he can still relate to the players
on their level.

Five-Year

He is a native Ohioan, born and
raised in Springfield. He knows his way
around the state and counts many of
the high school basketball coaches in
Ohio as personal friends. Nothing is
more important come recruiting time

Last, but certainly not least, Ayers
has the respect and admiration of his
players. He was involved in the recruit-
ing of nearly all of them, personally
having a hand in the luring of Jim Jack-
son and Mark Baker to Ohio State.

To that last man, the Ohio State
players went to athletic director Jim
Jones and said they wanted him to hire
Ayers.

That
Crews,

was something Richardson,
Gillen or Kruger never had

Continued On Page 17

Deal Was

Too Much For Coach

did Ohio ‘u.m Randy

Year contra

give

Why
Ayers

hat we don't know.

par contracts should be used t
attract pmuﬂ prime time-type coaches
— people like Seton Hall's P.J. Car.
lenimo, who took the little achool in the
Big East to the NCAA championship
game,

Five-year contracts are not used to
promote an assistant to the head coach-
ing position.

Let's face it. Do you really think if
Ohio State athletic director Jim Jones
told Ayers, “We want you. Here's a two.
year contract,” Ayers would have said,
*Thanks, but no thanks. I want five
years guaranteed.”?

No way.

Inside Look

with Rich Exner

lege program
You might say it is only fair to give
Ayers a five-year contract, aince that's
what Gary Williams had.
Well, everything isn't fair and, be-
sides, Williams paid his dues proving
himself as a head coach.

I'd be willing to bet Williama didn't
et a five-year contract at American
{Iniverlity, and he probably never got a
five-year contract until he got to Ohio
State (although Williams proved not

Continued On Page 17
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Many Coaches Mentioned During Search

OSU Was Never At Loss For Big Names
Ohio State Cage Coaches

By Mark Rea

When it comes time to look for a new
hend coach at Ohie State, nothing
works better or more quickly than the
rumeor mill

When Gary Williams resigned June
13 as head basketball coach to accept a
similar position at Maryland, the mill
ed overtime churning out names of
possible successors.

At first came Terry Holland of Vir
ginia, Billy Tubbs of Oklahoma, Bob
Huggine of Cincinnati, Bob Knight of
Indinna, Bobby Cremins of Georgin
Tech, Jooy Meyer of DePaul and Gene
Keoady of Purdue.

When the dust finally settied, the
Buckeyes were actually working from n
iist that included the following:

e Nolan Richardson of Arkansas,

e Pote Gillon of Xavier,

# Lon Kruger of Kansas State,

» Roy Williams of Kansas,

# Jim Crews of Evansville,

# Cy Alexander of South Carolina
State,

* Mike
Rock,

o Mike Deane of Siena,

@ Don DeVoe, former head coach at
Tennessee and

o Randy Ayers, assistant under Wil-
linms at Ohjo State.

The Buckeyes ended a three-week
search July 3 by naming Ayers, making
him the 11th head basketball coach in

Newell of Arkansas-Little

school history and, at age 33, the
youngest head coach in the Big Ten.

Before Ohio State scheduled inter-
views, Williams and Deane dropped
from the race. Both men stated a desire
to remain at their respective schools.

Richardson, 47, was thought to be
the Buckeyes' top chaice for the posi-
tion. He got support from several school
officials and head football coach John
Cooper, who coached at the University
of Tulsa when Richardson was basket-
ball coach there.

He has been successful everywhero
he has been — Bowie High School in E]
Paso, Texas (190.80 in 10 seasons),
Western Texas Junior College (101-13
in three seasons), Tulsa (11937 in five
seasons) and Arkansas (77-46 in four
years), In fact, his success with the
Razorbacks led him to eventunlly with-
draw from consideration.

Richardson has recruited a young
team that posted a 26-7 record last sea-
son and will be a strong national con-
tender in 1989.90,

Also receiving a lot of support for the
Jjob were Gillen and Crews.

Gillen, 42, is hoad coach at Xavier
(Ohio). He hns compiled a 91-34 record
in four years with the Musketeers and
has guided them to an NCAA Tourna-
ment berth each of those four seasons.

A former assistant at Notre Dame
under Digger Phelps, Gillen is thought
to be interested in returning to the
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Randy Ayers

Fighting Irish when Phelps retires.

Crews, 35, has a four-year record of
70-45 with Evansville including a 25.6
record lust year.

He is an Indiana alumnus who
played for the Hoosiers from 1973-76,
teams which compiled a four-year
record of 108-12, Crews later spent
eight seasons as an assistant to Knight
at Indiana and is thought to have his
eyo on that position whenever Knight is
through with it.

Kruger has spent three years at Kan-
sas State, piloting the Wildeats into the
NCAA Tournnment all three seasons.
Two days before OSU named Ayers,
Kruger told reporters that he “was
never a candidate” for the Buckeyes'
job.

Alexander, who coached South Caro-
lina State to a 25-8 record last season,
interviewed for the position, but said he
didn't think he was a serious candidate.

Newaell, who is also the athletic direc-
tor at Arkansas-Little Rock, told
reporters he has a policy of not com-
menting on job situations.

Meanwhile, the 47.year-old DeVoe
says that it's obvious to him that OSU
doesn’t want him after trying for the job
for the third time.

1989-

Coach Years w L Pet
D.C. Huddleson 1903-04 15 6 .714
Thomas Kibler 1909-10 22 2 917
Lynn St. John 1912-19 79 69 .534
George Trautman 1920-22 29 33 468
Harold G. Olsen 1923-46 255 192 .570
William Dye 1947-50 53 34 .609
Floyd S. Stahl 1951-58 84 92 .477
Fred Taylor 1959-76 297 158 .653
Eldon Miller 1977-86 176 118 .599
Gary Williams  1987-89 59 4]

.590

0O 0 .000

"My feeling is obviously they don't
want Don DeVoe as their basketball
conch,” he told the Wilmington (Ohio)
News-Journal,

“I felt this time the timing was right
for me at Ohio State and (instead) | was
turned down for someone who's never
conched a college basketball game.”

DeVoe was a candidate for the OSU
job in 1876, but Eldon Miller was
chosen instend. DoVoe uguin applied in
1986 following Miller's firing, but with-
drew his name because of the lengthy
selection process. Williams was given
the job that year.

A 1064 graduate of Ohio State,
DeVoe had the backing of former OSU
head coach Fred Taylor and ex-Buckeys
teammate Knight.

DeVoe said as late as two days before
Ayers was named that he was under the
impression that Richardson was the
front-runner for the position and DeVoe
was o close second,

Although he was fired as head coach
at Tennessoe after last season, DeVoo is
not done as a basketball coach.

He will guide the South team in the
U.B. Olympic Festival later this sum.
maer.
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All Cite Familiarity, Continuity Of Program

Players Elated W

By Mike Wachsman

While reviews have been mixed from
Ohio State fans on the selection of
Randy Ayers as head basketball coach,
such is not the case with the members
of the Buckeyes toam,

To n man, the reaction has been fa-
vorable. Most of the team members
stated that continuity and not having to
lesrn & new system were definite pluses
and the main reasons the players
wanted Ayers from the beginning.

“I really wanted Coach Ayers from
day one,” recruit Jim Jackson said. *I'm
glad he got the job because I think he
knows the system and ean get the job
done at Ohio State,

“I think he's a clnss act. He related to
me well and to the players well. He'd
talk to me and tell me what was really
going on and not beat around the bush.
He was straight with me on what he
wanted me to do and where he wanted
the program to go.”

The early line had Arkansas head
coach Nolan Richardson as the prohibi-
tive favorite, and had he been chosen,
the players would have had to learn an
antirely different system than the one
they learned under Gary Williams.

“Tt will definitely make my transition
inte Ohio State a lot smoother,” Jackson
said, “He's been under Coach Williams
{or three years and he knows the funda-
mentals and what needs to be done for
Ohio State to be successful. That's what
1 want — to be successful.”

Juckson, who is keeping in basket-
ball condition by playing in a summer
league in Worthington, Ohio, talked
nbout the need for him and Ohio State
to get n coach that can get through to
the team

“l think that it is good that Ohio
State picked someone in the program,
ospecially since it was Coach Ayers”
Juckson stated. *1 think that being
around Coach Willinms helped Coach
Ayers to know more about basketball. 1
understand that the style of play will be
the same. We're atill going to push the
ball up the floor. 1 like it that way.

“Coach Ayers is definitely a players'
coach. Some coaches can't relate to the
guys on n team. Coach Ayers is the type
of guy you can open up to and tell your
problems to at any time.”

And had Ayers not gotten the job,
would the Buckeyes be in danger of
losing Jackson?

“I don't know about that because it
really depended on the conch whe came
in,” he snid. *The coaching stafl mat-
ters, to. If Coach Ayers was to leave,
that might have gotten to me and
maybe 1 might have changed my mind.
But maybe not. You'll never know be-
enuse it didn't happen. 1 mainly came
here to The Ohio State University for
the academic part.

“I did choose to play basketball here
partly because of Coach Willinms, but
in the back of my mind 1 really wanted
to play under Conch Ayers.”

Prop 48 casualty Mark Baker, who
will be eligible to play this season, was
relieved that the coaching choice was
someone with whom he was familiar.

“T didn't get to play under Coach Wil-
linms last year and that made me vp-
sot,” Baker said. *Then when he left,
that made me upset, too, because I felt
like I didn't have a coach. Now | have a
conch and I'm glad it's Coach Ayers. I
feel comfortable with him and I'm look-
ing forward to playing for him this sea-
aon.

Baker used philosophy to analyze a
situation that many have said may not

e

Jim Jackson

be good. After all, Ayers has never
conched a major college gamoe.

“This will definitely show what we're
made of,” Baker explained. "Are we
going to take the challenge for Coach
Ayers or are we going to back up? Per-
sonally, [ like challenges. I know Coach
Ayers and [ feel like he shouldn't have
any problem getting us to play well for
him. I think the fans will start to like
him once they see what he can do.”

Cincinnati Forest Park recruit Alex
Davis, who will be one of many at the
crowded guard position, was taken
aback by the Williama decision, but is
now looking forward to playing for the
new conach,

“Basically, | picked a school and not
a conch,” said Davis. “Coach Willinms is
a nice conch and everything, but he has
to do what he has to do and [ have to do
what [ have to do.”

Most of the younger players chose
OSU with the intention of playing for
Williams. Now, the recruits that he so
hotly pursued won't know what it's like
to play for Williams.

*l feel that's the toughest part of
leaving the Ohio State situation,” Wil.
liams said. *“The young players, like Jim
Jackson, picked Ohio State for several
reasons. Maybo 1 was a part of it but, at
the same time, there's a lot of things
that go into a young man's decision.

“I think Ohio State ean give Jim
Jackson and the other players what
they need to be successful in their
careers, both academically and in bas-
ketball.”

The feelings for Ayers are not limited
to only the recruits. The players on the
team, the ones who played for Williams,
will also have some adjusting to do, but
feel that with the selection of Ayers, it
will be an easier transition to make.

“You really feel bad,” said junior-to-
be James Bradley, "because for three
yenrs he worked hard to get the pro-
gram where it is and now he has all his
players here.

“It's just shocking that he would
leave now.”

Two weeks before leaving, Williams
told players during n team meeting that
it was “60-40 in favor of staying” at
Ohio State, Bradley reported.

*That's what he told us in the locker
room,” Bradley said.

Snrhomoro-to-ho Bill Robinson felt
equally comfortable with both coaches
and feels that the switch should have no
effect on his play this year.

“We as n team worked really well
with Randy lnst year,” Robinson said.

ith Picking Of Ayers

Mark Baker

“Personally, I'm very happy with him.
We relate to him really well and he's
been a really good friend of myself. 1
really have a lot of confidence in him as
a coach,

“We were kind of worried about who
might come in. Being around Coach
Williams, maybe Coach Ayers might
use the same philosophy, maybe he
won't. But it always helps to know the
conch right away and not have to get
used to his philosophy and personality.
We're definitely farther ahead than if
they brought in someone from outside.”

Perry Carter, the starter at center
Inst yenr and dne of the top returnees in
the Big Ten, foels his progress won't be
hindered by the coaching switch.

“I loved it," Carter said. “It's pretty
good because he knows all the players
since he recruited them. He knows our
strong points and our weaknesses, He
should be able to take that and make us
into a winning ballclub.

“If it wouldn't have been Coach
Ayers, we would have had to learn a
whole new system and that might have
set us back since we're comfortable with
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800

PAces from B John Are, in eont of I HOSCGy 1nn)
# BICE AT 170 A Consurmes Sauore — nexd o Dng I ']

Perry Carter
the system we're in.”

Even former Buckeyes nre pleased
with the choice. New Jersey Neta guard
Dennis Hopson, who played under Wil-
linms for one season, always liked Ayers
and thinks the Buckeyes will prosper
under their new mentor.

“Randy is the best chaice they could
have made,” Hopson said. “He's never
been a head coach, but he has all the
qualities he needs to do a great job. Ho's
got the players he needs to do a great
Jjob. They're going to play hard for him.”

Hopson, who was an All-American
his senior senson, said that Ayers
showed plenty of ability to conch the
team when Hopson was n Buckeye.

“He worked real well with me,” Hop-
son said. *Even though he was an as-
sistant coach, he would get in my ear
and let me know when I was doing
something wrong. I'm very confident
that he will do a fine job in bringing
ghio State back to the top of the Big

on.”

Ohio State fans may be [eeling the
same way if Ayers can deliver on the
promise Williams began.
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Ayers Becomes Youngest Coach In Loop

Continued From Page 1

cern for our players, commitment to the
university and the community, interest
in our academic pursuits, ability to
tench, enthusiasm and will to win were
all important factors for me,” Jones
added.

Ayers said that while making the ad-
justment from mssistant coach to head
coach would be difficult, it was a chal-
lenge he was ready to accept.

“It doesn't concern me, to be honest
with you,” he said. “I feel I've paid my
dues. I've coached under some great
coaches who I think are excellent
teachers. Hopefully, I've learned some-
thing from them.

“I've hnn in the Big Ten Conference
now for cars. I've done my
homework nnd {m prepared to take on
this responsibility

With that rupomibiljty comes the
challenge to continue to build upon the
excitement generated for the past three
seasons by Williama' teams. Ayers said
OSU fans need not worry about any
drastic changes from that game plan.

“We will play uptempo basketball,”
he promised. “We'll use all 94 feet of the
court. We'll be aggressive defensively, I
guarantee you that. We hope to create
some offense with our defense. We'll get
after it. I like to push the ball up the
court.

“With the players we have right now
in the program, we do have a lack of

nize, but I think we have good quickness
and I'm going to try to utilize that
quickness by pushing the ball up the
floor.

“P'm also a firm believer in getting
the ball inside,”

Ayers continued. "It

helps when you have size down on the
block to get it done. But I'm very confi-
dent in the young people we have com-
ing back.”

Ayers readily admits there are ad-
justments associated with becoming a
head coach. Some of those include
decision-making on different levels.

“Probably the hardest thing will be
decision-making during the games,” he
said. “But I think that will just come
with time, | was fortunate because both
Gary and (former OSU head coach)
Eldon (Miller) let us get involved during
the game as far as talking over different
situations.”

He added that he will be dealing
with the players on a different level,
too, making the ultimate decision about
who plays and who sits on the bench.

“l think that will be a tough part,
too,” he admitted, “but I think they al-
ready respect Randy Ayers as a coach
and as a person.

“I believe in putting a lot of responsi-
bility on the players and we will do
that. It will be tough, but they will
know what I expect from them. You
know, the players really make the deci-
sion whether you play them or not —
how hard they work through the sum-
mer and then how hard they work from
Oct. 15 to our first game. So they do a
lot of the decision-making thcmulvu

Ayers was Ohio's Class AAA player
of the year at Springfield (Ohio) urth
and went on to be a four-year starter
under Darrell Hedric at Miami Univer-

WH- helped the Redskins to two Mid-
American Conference championships
‘and later spent two years on Hedric's
stafl as a graduate assistant. He spent
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Expected To
By Maork Rea

Army assistant basketball conch Les
Fertig was to join the Olilo State basket-
ball staff on July 18, according 1o a
report published in The Columbus Dis-
patch.

Fertlg, who was unavallable for
comment before Buckeye Sports Bulle-
tin went to press, would become the sec-
ond full-time assistant hired by new OSU-
head coach Randy Ayers. Former part-

 timeassistant Pau) Brazeau was elevated
1o full-time status on July 5.

Fertlg Is a 14-year coaching veteran
In Division 1, serving as an assistant at
Okhhul under then head coach Dave

Army Aide, Grad Assistant

Fill Out Staff

Fertlg was hired at Army by head
coach Pete Gaudet and served two years
under him, The past seven seasons have
been spent In service of current Army
head coach Les Wothke.

Ayers worked as an assistant with
Fertlg for two seasons at Army from
1981 to 1983,

Fertig played on two state champlon-
ship basketball teams In Norman, Okla.,
‘but did not play In college,

‘Meanwhile, a familiar face may round
“out the OSU coaching Uneup. ]

Tom Souder, who worked as the

‘Buckeyes' graduate nsslstant last year, ls
~ expected to apply for the part-time posi-

B ms to ms and at Army  tlon, vacated when Brazeao was pro-
on t at Army *I want to follow along those same

md then jnlmd Mi!lar’l staff at OSU in
1983,

When Williams came on board in
1987, he persuaded Ayers to stay and
made him a full-time assistant.

When mnsked if Ayers’ on-court
demeanor would mirror Miller's low-key

roach or Williams' more vociferous
behavior, Ayers just smiled and replied,
*“I'd better say I fall in between the two.

“I think I know when to push and
when to pull and when to sit down on
that bench and let my players play. |
just think you have to coach to your per-
sonality. I'll pick and choose my spots.”

Ayers said other facets of his coach-
“:f philosophy were gleaned from other
college coaches who he admires and
respects.

“1 have a lot of respect for Coach
(Bob) Knight at Indiana,” he said. “T've

Write for Our Free Catalog!
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lines, We're going to try to take a little
bit from everybody to form my philoso-
rhy But, again, it's Randy Ayers' gl:i-
phy. I'm just going to take little bits
and pieces from other people who 1
respect.”
ers admits he is excited about the
future of Ohio State basketball. Still,
mindful of the task ahead of him, he
says he has to temper some of that ex-
uberance.
*T1 tell you, after Jim told me 1 got
the job, 1 was the most excited person in

Columbus. Then I looked at our sched-
ule,” Ayers said.
“We're a very young team and we

have to go to DePaul. We play in the
Diet Pepsi tournament down in Char-
lotte, N.C., &an&ns up with North Caro-
lina State. We've got a challenge.

*There are going to be some tough
times because of our youth. When we go
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Avyers Pact Should Have Been Two Years

Continued From Page 3

very loyal to Ohio Statae).

Your other argument might be that
in recruiting, a coach needs a five-year
contract so he can tell recruits he'll be
there for them.

That argument is ridiculous for two
reasons

Is that supposed to mean that every
year you sxtend the coach's contract for

Notebook

the next five years? And, what if a
coach decides to leave, like Williams
did? Promises made to recruits all of a
sudden don't really mean that much.

Every player being recruited knows
there's a chance of a coaching change at
almost any school he chooses.

My suggestion to Jones would have
been to offer Ayers a two-year contract.
Even I will admit one-year deals are out
of date.

If Ayers proved during the 1989.90
soason that he can be a big-time college
coach, three more years could have been

added. If Ayera’ hiring proved to be an
error, he could have been easily
relonsed after two sensons,

For Ohio State's sake, let's hope
Ayers was the right choice and leads
the Buckeyes to a truly national power-
house level.

As for the decision to hire Ayers, I
have no quarrel.

The names that were mentioned
weren't all that impressive.

It would have been stupid to hire
Don DeVos. You don't hire people at
Ohio State's level who resigned under
pressure or were fired, depending on

who you want to believe

And I don't think Bob Huggins, if he
was really interested, waa ready for the
move to Ohio State. He was an ns-
sistant nt Ohio State-and did a fine job
as head coach nt Akron, but I question
whether he's any more proven than
Ayers,

Some other coaches said they with-
drew from consideration. The truth in
some of those cases might be that Ohio
State took them out of consideration

So there's no problem with the cheice
of Ayers, just with the contract he
received.

Continued From Page 3

going for them. Perhaps it was some-
thing they would never have had going
for them, making the hiring of Ayers
even more important.

One more advantage Ayers had over
Richardson, Crews, Gillen or Kruger.

Randy Ayers is a Buckeye.

WE ARE left to guess what kind of a
program Gary Williams could have built
at Ohio State.

Weo are also left to guess whether or
not Williams really wanted to stay in
Columbus. Personally, I've made up my
mind that he was looking for any viable
escape route,

Was it his reportedly strained rela-
tionship with Jim Jones? Was he tired
of basketball being treated with less
respect than foothall?

Well probably never know the rea.
BON.
The fact is that Ohio State did every.
thing Williams wanted it to do. And,
after getting that satisfaction, he
double-crossed them by going to
Maryland nnyway,

It was a matter of principle. He was
always going back to Maryland. He
seemingly just wanted to put the

squeeze on the Buckeyes one last time,
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OSU’s Choice Of Ayers Brings On Mixed Feelings

I have feelings of both happiness and
concern with regards to the naming of
Randy Ayers as the new Ohio State bas-
ketball coach.

I am happy because Randy Ayers is
one of the g est, highest quality people
in the Ohio State athletic department. I
have yet to meet someone who didn't
have only good things to say about the
Springfield, Ohio, native.

On the other hand, 1 would have
liked to have seen Ohio State select a
coach with substantial head coaching
experience at the major college level.
That desire is not in any way rnum. to
be a knock at Ayers,

Rather, I think that, whether Jim
Jones wanta to admit it or not, the OSU
basketball program is reeling a bit after
the loss of Gary Williams. Buckeyes
backers, all of whom seem ready to sup-
port Ayers, might have been more com-
fortable with a more seasoned coach.
There will be a tremendous amount of

pressure on Ayera to produce and pro-
duce quickly.

I felt from the beginning that the
only way Ayers would get the job would
be if Ohio State had trouble finding
other takers. That appears to have been
the case, with the longtime Buckeye as-
sistant getting the job after Nolan
Richardson, among others, apparently
withdrew from consideration.

Both Ayers and Jones seem to be sit-
ting together on a limb. Will Ayers be
the weight that brings that limb down

_or the one who leads the two, and the

0SU basketball program, off of it?

My point is I.Eat we just don't know.
Ayers may be the next John Wooden or
he may be a bust. Short of waiting for a
couple of years, how do you tell?

However, he brings a lot of good
things to the job. He is well-known and
popular across the state, which surely
will help in recruiting. He offers con-
tinuity to a program that could use
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F{Itmy of it. He is liked by the players.
e is energetic, hard-working and ap-
parently has a good basketball mind.

And best of all, it's doubtful he will
leave Ohio State to take the job at his
alma mater, Miami.

ONE OF the more disappointing
aspects of Gary Williams' departure is
the fact that we will never get a chance
to see how good a coach Williams really
is — at least not at Ohio State.

There was a tendency among Ohio
State basketball fans to give Williams a
tremendous amount of credit for his
coaching ability, but I wanted to wait a
year or two longer to make my judg-
ment. No one disputes that he was a
good coach. I wanted to know how good.

In his three years at Ohio State, Wil-
linms was 50-41 for a .500 winning per-
centage. In Eldon Miller's final three
years at OSU, his teams compiled a 54-
38 mark, for a comparable .587. Wil-
liams' teams were 24-30 (.444) in the
Big Ten, finishing sixth, sixth and
eighth in the conference. Miller's final
three squads were actually stronger in
conference, going 27-27 and finishing
fifth, third and seventh.

In these comparable periods, both
coaches had two NIT appearances and
one NCAA bid. Both teams were 1-1 in
the NCAA tourney and Miller brought
home an NIT championship his final
yoar, while Williams' 1987-88 unit was
the NIT runner-up.

Thus, there was nothing especially
spectacular about Williams' years at
OSU. I think he simply proved that if
Buckeyes fans were going to have to
watch mediocre teams, they would rath-
er see an exciting brand of basketball as
opposed to Miller's brand, which,
though equally successful to that of Wil-
liams, seemed to match Miller's ho-hum
personality.

Williams could have established him-
self as one of the OSU all-time coaching
greats this past season if he had been
able to rally his troops after the loss of
Jay Burson. Instead, the Buckeyes lost
seven straight. So there was nothing
spectacular there either.

I think Williams was building what
could have been an outstanding pro-

am. But like I say, well never know.

is apologists said that his problem
was he didn't have his own players to
work with. With the graduaton of Jay
Burson, Tony White, Joe Dumas and
Jerry Francis, the last veatiges of the

Eldon Miller era are gone. But so is
Gary Williams.

Before he left, Williams recruited
somo of the finest athletes the OSU bas-
ketball program has seen in years. Too
bad we won't know how well he would
have done with them.

IT IS INTERESTING that the OSU
athletic department appears to have
leaked the story about Gary Willlams
running up huge personal phone bills at
the expense of the university. After Jim
Jones and Gary Williams spent so much
time denying reports that they didn't
get along, one wonders what the pur-
pose of leaking the story was,

THE ASTUTE observation of the
year award goes to Don DeVoe, who
nnyl that it now appears he is not got

to ever get the Ohio State basketbal
coaching position. Most BSB readers we
spoke to seemed adamant in their
desire to have someone other than
DeVoe in the top basketball spot,
though there were some who seemed to
think it was time to put a Buckeye in
the top cage job and DeVoe was their
leading chaice.

Interestingly, the last time we got as
violently negative of a reaction concern-
ing a potential OSU head coach was
when Don Nehlen was mentioned as a
possibility for the Ohio State football
job eventually landed by John Cooper.
BSB readers gave Nehlen an absolute
thumbs down and, ironically, he ended
up leading his West Virginia squad to
within a couple of touchdowns of the na.
tional ch nst

THIS IS the time of year when we
like to give some of our letter writers
who have been taking it easy over the
summer a little push.

For our August issue, we would like
to hear from you regarding the Ohio
State basketball situation. What did
you think about Gary Williams and his
departure from Ohio State? What did
you think about the process to chooss a
new coach? And what do you think
about the selection of Randy Ayers?

Then, for our football preview issue,
we want to hear what you think about
the 1989 edition of the Ohio State foot-
ball team. How will it do? What are its
strengths and weaknesses? We look for-
ward to hearing from you.

By the way, some of you have been
trying to sneak letters by us either un-
signed, or with pseudonyms. We feel if
you believe in your opinion about some-
thing, you should certainly be willing to

- ] . \
Join The Buckeye Boosters'
Game Day Trip To Illinois
‘The Buckeye Boosters invite you (o join them for a trip to
Champaign-Urbana, 111, to see Ohio State avenge last year's
loss to Big Ten rival llinois. This will be the first game on
the conference schedule for the Buckeyes, placing even more
importance on the contest, The trip leaves Oct, 7 via private
air charter to Champaign and returns after the game. The
trip package, priced at $299 per person, includes air,
breakfast, supper, game tickets and ground transportation.
For more information, call the Boosters at (614) 431-2323.

back it up with your name.




