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The Year Of The Buckeye

National Polls, Mags
Give OSU Early Nod
As College Game’s Best

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Huckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

If any of the preseason magazines and polls are on
target, the 1998 college football season could be one to
remember at Ohio Stute

The Buckeyes, whose
drought reach
BOn, ATE N 'i} i consensus
preseason  pick as  the
nation's No. 1 team

For a long time, people
have complained around
here that Ohio State doesn't
get the national attention it
deserves,” said OSU senior
linebacker Jerry Rudzinski

“We get to be No. 1 and
now people are compl
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But safety Damon Moore says
Ltop spot on merit.
1 believe, personal

QSU has the early

wo're the best team in the
ountry,” Moore said should be No. 1. That's a
credit to the players we have coming back and the
voung guys coming in to help us

“IT I'm st Michigan or Nebraska, hopefully they're
feeling they should be No. 1. If not, they're not com-
peting like they should

“We're just going to have to go out on the field and
let our play prove everything. If we are No. 1, that will
show it, and if we're not, that will be shown.”

Moore is one of at least three players — All-
American linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer and guard
Rob Murphy are others — who need to complete sum-
mer course work in order to regain their eligibility (see
Ohio State Insider, page 4)

Coaches and players alike are hoping that is the
only dark cloud that descends on the Buckeyes this
Boason.
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LUCKY 7:11 — Quarterback Joe Germaine (7) and corner Antoine Winfield will have the
spotlight this season, leading Ohio State's offense and defense, Germaine is in his first
yvear as a starter, while Winfield is the model of consistency on D,

‘Proud And Humbled’ To Be
No. 1, Cooper Readies His Troops

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sporis Hulletin Editor

Ohio State has long been recognized as one of the
nation's top football programs

However, it had been 18 long years since the
Buckeyes had reigned as the country’s No. 1 toam,

That drought is over, as both the USA Today/ESPN
coaches poll and Associoted Press media poll have
named Ohio State as the No. 1-ranked team in their
respective preseason polls.

“It's been 18 years," said OSU coach John Cooper

s in his fourth year at Tulsa when the

keyes last topped the poll. “It's been too long.

Ih-l.l'- the obvious thing, But that's our job as players
and coaches, to build the best program we can.

“I'm proud and humbled to be the football coach of
the team picked No. 1 in the country. Now it's up to us
to live up to that ranking

“There is o high expectation level
to outwork us, that 1 Know.”

Nobady is

going

The coaches poll was released Aug. 6, while the AP
poll came out Aug. 15, Cooper was happy to hear both
polls reached the same verdiet

“The coaches poll came out earlier in the week and
we were No. 1 in that,” Cooper said. “I'm glad the
sportswriters agreed with the coaches for a change.”

Obviously the preseason poll is the most subjective
of all, The Buckeyes do not take the field for an actual
game until Sept. 5 at West Virginia, a team rated a
very respectable 11th in the initial AP poll.

But the Buckeyes were picked No, 1 in a fast field
that included their Sugar Bowl opponent Florida

State, perennial national contender Plorida, and
defending co-national champions Nebrasks and
Michigan.

“T didn't know if we'd be No. 1 or not,” Cooper said
“1 thought we would be ranked somewhere in the top
10. I don't know if we should be No, 1 or 5 or 10 or not
that good

“The fact we had a pretty good team last vear and

Continued On Page 14
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OSU Ends 18-Year Drought
Since Last No. 1 Ranking

Continued From Page 1

had so many people back probably fig-
ured in."

Last yenr's Sugar Bowl, a game that
saw Florida State roll to a 31-14 win,
was enrmarked as the “playoff” game to
decide this year's presenson No, 1 team.

“We folt like that," said OSU flanker
Dee Miller

But OSU's 17 returning starters,
including All-Americans such as line-
backer Andy Katzenmoyer and corner-
back Antoine Winfield, probably caught
1 ters’ attemtion

“We felt we would be ranked any-
where from No. 1 to No. 3. But the
media must have falt that with every-
body coming back, we have enough tal-
ent to be considered No. 1," Miller said.

Even though it is just the pressason
poll — the Buckeyes will need to finish
in the top two to reach the national
championship game in the Fiesta Bowl

the players will take it for now.

“l was naturally excited when I
heard about it," said OSU cornerback
Ahmed Plummer. “That's something
you grow up as a kid urui want to be. 1
know it’s just prescason rankings, but
maybe this might be the change we
need

‘Maybe we need this little boost to
believe in ourselves, work hard and

maintain that national ranking. I'm
looking forward to this scason.”

Uncharted Waters

Since the AP instituted a preseason
poll in 1950, no team has gone wire-to-
wire and led the poll each week from
start to finish.

However, eight teams have opened
No. 1 in the preseason, lost the spot and
regained it after the bowls. Florida
State's 1993 team was the most recent
team to do it.

Ohio State is tops in the AP poll for
the first time since the preseason poll in
1980, Coach Earle Bruce's Buckeyes,
coming off an 11-1 season and narrow
Rose Bowl loss to USC, went out and
fell behind visiting Syracuse 21-0 in
their opener before rallying to a 31-21
win.

Alabama took over the top spot,
although Georgin ended up as the
national champion. The Buckeyes
ended up 9-3 and ranked 15th.

Including 1980, this marks the sixth
time OSU has been the preseason No. 1
in the AP poll, following the 1958, 62,
'69 and "70 teams. OSU claimed AP poll
national championships in 1942, 64
and."68

0SU's longest stints in the top spot
were eight weeks in both the 1973 and
‘75 seasons,

OSUs ranking will be tested right off

STEVE HELWAGEN

WRITING HISTORY — Grand expectations don't seem to faze Ohio
State linebacker Jerry Rudzinski, shown here sharing a laugh with
a fan at Ohio State’s media day. Rudzinski is one of 17 returning
starters for the preseason No. 1 Buckeyes.

the bat. A lackluster showing at West
Virginia could help No, 2-ranked Florida
State, which faces Toxas A&M Aug. 31 at
the Kickoftf Classic. OSU holds just a nar-
row lead over the Seminoles in the initial
polls.

The Buckeyes enter the year with a
43-7-1 (.8563) record in games s the
nation’s No. 1-ranked team.,

But the Buckeyes say 11 games from
now — after they have also played the
likes of Missouri, Michigan State, lowa
and Michigan — is when it will really
count

“All that matters is how we finish,”
said Katzenmoyer, “It doesn't matter
how wo start. It's cool, I guess. But |
would rather be No, 1 at the end.”
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By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

All eyes in Ohio Stadium will once
again be on the quarterback position, but
unlike previous seasons, only one arm
will grab the attention.

Gone are the days of the two-headed
QB monster. Here is the time for level-
headed Joe Germaine to put his indelible
stamp on the Ohio State Buckeyes in
what could be a season of destiny.

“Is a great opportunity f(or a
Germaine said. "I'm very excited about jt.
It seems like I've been waiting for a long
time to be the starter here. | just want to
get things started.”

OSU quarterbacks coach Tim Salem is
technically breaking in a new starting
QB, but Germaine has played enough the
past two years that he's really considered
a returning starter.

*Cmno thing that's always nice is when
you have an offense with n lot of experi-
ence and a lot of returning players,”
Salem said. “The quarterback position is
even more important, so we're blessed to
have Joe coming back.”

The Buckeye offense has been hum-
ming early in camp, with the passing
game looking unstoppable at times.
Germaine looks confident taking control
of the reins, and his timing and touch
have been almost flawless,

When you're calling the signals at
Ohio State, the spotlight is on you.
Germaine dossn't mind thot, and Salem
believes his QB will thrive, given the
nature of the OSU offense. Familiarity
breeds admiration in this case.

“It's not how I respond to Joe or how
he responds to me,” Salem said. “It's how
those other players look at him. The
offensive players are all very appreciative
of him and look to him no matter what
his demeanor is."

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

OB Slot Is Germaine’s ' o

And Germaine’s Alone

Germaine To The Equation

If the Buckeyes are to flourish offen-
sively, Germaine will be the catalyst. He
finished last season ranked third in the
country in passing efficiency -~ behind
UCLAs Cade McNown and first-round
draftee Ryan Leaf of Washington State —
posting a gaudy 151.88 rating, tossing 16
touchdowns against nine interceptions,

And Germaine is no ordinary Joe, He's
a detail-driven perfoctionist who tries to
et the most out of a situation. So he's not
6-4. Docsn't matter. He's got the under-
standing of a coach, the heart of a warrior
and the touch of Midas.

Everything could indeed be golden
this year.

“Joe Germaine is one of the toughest
football players I've been around,” Salem
soid. "The quarterback position is differ-
ent because the ball leaves his hand and
travels downfield, and the crowd goes
with that and doesn't see what happens
to the quarterback.

“He stands there like o totem pole and
gets his ass knocked off. Joe is tough
mentally and physically, he doesn't let
mistakes linger, and he's got a physical
presence about him that says he won't let
anyone wear him down.”

As usual, Germaine shifts the atten-
tion to his toammates, content in the idea
that if he does his job effectively, theyl be
the ones to reap the glory.

“Wa've got a lot of weapons,”
Germaine said, "Hopefully we can got
everybody a lot of catches. We have great
receivers, a lot of depth there, a lot of run-
ning backs. We just have to execute our
offense and do what we're supposed to do.
That should make us successful.”

There is talk of implementing some
shotgun this year, and don't be surprised
if Germaine gets the snap, drops back
three steps and fires. There will be
instances where three and maybe even
four receivers take the field at the same
time, but most of the offense should be
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OPEN UP A SIX-PACK — Though Joe Germaine (7) is the starter,
OSU has new depth at quarterback this year, including, front, left
to right, Steve Bellisari, coach Tim Salem and Ty Masciarelli, and,
back, Austin Moherman, Mark Garcia, Germaine and David

Priestley.
familinr to astute Buckeye followers

“We're not going to change the offense
very much,” Germaine said. "To get
where we want to be, we have to be able
to run the ball and throw it. We can't be
one-dimensional.”

The unflappable Germaine rarely
shows emotion, preferring to let his
actions do the talking. Careful observa-
tion shows, though, that there's an extra
spring in his step, a purpose to his gait
and even a amile creasing his boyish face.

“He's very excited,” Salem said. “He's
had o grin on his face since we started
summer conditioning back in June. He's
been anxious to get started and is looking
forward to the challenge of playing this
full.”

Joe Is Not Alone

While the QB race is a one-man affair,
attention will be given to the backups,
too,

Veteran Mark Garcin is still itching
for n chance to play, and though his
spring concluded on a sour note with a
poor performance in the Spring Game, he
seemed to pick up the offense and under-
stand progressions much better than in
past seasons.

“1 think if I was given the opportunity
to play [ could do the job,” Garcia said.
“It's just a matter of getting that opportu-
nity and making the most of it when it
happens,”

Garcin, who threw for 175 yards
and o TD last year in spot duty, has
been hit-and-miss early in camp, look-
ing precise on one throw and off-kilter
the next. Though a veteran, he has to
hear young footsteps coming up
behind him,

Not only does redshirt frosh Austin
Moherman look the part of quarterback,
he's been up to the challenge of playing it,
too, His throws have zip, though they
don't always hit the intended target, and
he doesnt seem fazed by the youthful
mistakes he makes,

Classmute David Priestley has been
up and down, showing more arm
strength but not always the best recogni-
tion. The effort is definitely there,
though, and Salem likes to see that.

If all three keep improving, there may

be some playing time in the cards,

“The one thing in spring ball we did
was give the four quarterbacks we had all
equal turns in reps,” Salem said. “The sit-
uation there was to get them all better,
improve each individual. We're happy
with their progress.”

Freshman Steve Bellisari, a tall lefty,
could throw a monkey wrench into the
works. He's shown great poise for a rook-
ie — though none should be surprised
after watching his brother Greg — and
makes throws that no one olse on the
squad can. He has a rocket for an arm
and looks comfortable in the offense,
showing all the makings of a future star.

“Steve understands the game and has
a lot of intangibles you learn from grow-
ing up around the sport,” Salem said.
“Wae're happy he's around and he's going
to be a nice addition to our group.”

Experience The Best Teacher

Germaine dofinitely has some unfin.
ished business to take care of this season
— namely piloting the Buckeyes for a
complete season and wiping out the
memory of his one previous start — the
1996 Michigan game, a 13-9 Ohio State
loss

He's looking forward to the challenge
game by game, beginning with Wast
Virginia Sept. 5, and Salem feels his mat-
uration process will be n huge benefit.

“The step up that's taken place is due
to the fact he became a senior,” Salem
said. “Along with the other seniors we
have on this team, Joe is an important
part of this team. We have seniors that
waork very hard, and this is the last hur-
rah for them. Joe is one of those guys that
knows we've played and compoeted at a
high level, and now we have to find a way
to go just a little higher. He's responded
to that.”

Germaine admits that it feels like yes-
terday when the Buckeyes offered him a
scholarship out of Scottsdale Community
College in Arizona, and though he made a
name for himself there, he wants his final
chapter as a college quarterback to be the
bost.

*It's gone by real fast,” Germaine
admitted. "It's been a great time [I'vo
spent here. Hopefully we can finish with
o bang.”
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By MARK PODOLSKI
Hpecial To Buckeye Sports Bulletin

The pecking order is a formality for
Ohio State running backs coach Tim
Spencer,

Sure, junior tailback Michael Wiley is
penciled in as the No.1 tailback in prepa-
rations for the Sept. 5 opener vs. West
Virginia. But the contributions from sev-
eral other backs, including flashy Derek
Combs and bruising Joe Montgomery,
could bring OSU back to the days when
Eddie George ran wild over opposing
defenses en route to the 1995 Heisman
Trophy.

While the school would be hard-
pressed to find another individual to
wmerge with the same numbers (1,927
rushing yards, 24 touchdowns) during
George's record-setting season, it's obvi-
ous Wiley, Combs and Montgomery have
the ability to team up for the same type of
production

“I think it's a great combination,” said
Montgomery, who is completely healthy
after a devastating knee injury two sea-
sons ago. "Mike will get in and run by
defenses and 1'll get in and punish them
I like the punishing part anyway, consid-
aring what I've been through.”

Montgomery's road to his senior sea-
son hasn't been a pleasant one, consider-
ing he's had to deal with adversity nearly
every season. His most productive season
occurred two seasons ago prior to sus-
taining the knee injury. He gained 460
yards for a 6.8 average and scored twice
in sight gamea

“I don't think Joe was himself lost
year, but 1 feel good now,” Spencer said.
“I'm quite certain he's 100 percent. Hes a
young man who's worked hard and been
through a lot tuff here. I'm looking for
him to finish his career on a good note.”

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

Buckeye RBs Will Team Up To Produce Numbers

Spencer knows a healthy
Montgomery id vital to OSU's
rushing attack, which lost a
bit of its effectiveness at
times lnst season thanks to
an inexperienced offensive
line. Who knows what kind of
effect the 5-11, 216-pound
back might have had on Inst
year's rushing attack

“You can't yust go out there
and play physical and hard
like Joe plays if you're not
ready,” Spencer said. “That
was hard for Joe last season.”

What could be even hard-
er for opposing defenses is
tackling Montgomery, who
appears as sharp as ever in
early season drills. He also
appears determined, almost
driven to close his colloge
career with a bang

“I had a lot of emotion and
determination to come back
early last season,” he said. "1
came back in five months
when people were telling me
it would take 12 months.
That in itself motivated me. But [ was
fuced with reality when the scason start-
ed because | was in a lot of pain. I was
probably about 55 percent. Now I'm 100
percent.”

Wiley's Turn In Spotlight?

That's good news for the conching stafl
and even better news for Wiley, who wel-
comaos the competition for playing time.

“Joe's a great back and we're going to
have a lot of competition, but I'm confi-
dent in my ability and I'm going in No. 1
and intend to come out No. 1," said Wiley.

“My goal is to come out and play hard
I like to humble mysell. 1 just want to

We’ve been serving
Columbus the best
italian food since 1945

Florentine

for lunch ordinner
907 West Broad *» Phone 228-2262
3 minutes from Broad & High
Adjacent free parking

contribute to the team. If they give me
the ball five times a game, 11 take it. Il
it's 20 times, that'll be a little better, but
I just want to work hard.

“It feels great. You work all your life to
be a starter at o big-time college program.
[ had n good spring and I'm looking to
continue it."

Wiley's firat two seanons were as excit-
ing as it gets. He scored the first three
times he touched the ball us o freshman,
then, as a sophomore, ran back a kickoff
100 yards for a touchdown against
Bowling Green, completed three of four
passes (including a touchdown pass), and
rushed for 588 vards,

*] think Michael is going to surprise o
lot of people,” said fullback Matt Keller.
“When it comes down to it, Michael will
be a great back. Last year he had to share
time with Pepe (Pearson), and the tail-
back position has a lot to do with rhythm.
With Michael getting the bulk of the car-
ries, I think he'll be fine.”

Wiley's all-purpose ability was more
than enough for the OSU conching stafl
to proclaim him the No. 1 back.

1 think Michael is an exciting player,”
Spencer said. “But 1 think a lot of guys
nre exciting players. We've got a lot of
guys with the ability to break a lot of
runs. But Michael's worked his butt off
and he's anxious to be the man.”

Spencer i= also anxious to see what
08U's young corps of tailbacks ean do as
well, most notably Combs, a second-year
player, and Jonathan Wells, a highly
touted freshman.

“Guys like Derck and Jonathan are
guys we're hoping can stop in and con-
tribute,” said Spencer, “Jonathan's o big
guy who can run, I think he can help us
this year.”

Combs was voted Mr, Football in Ohio
two seasons ago at nearby Grove City
and saw limited action ns a freshman last
year, gaining 82 yards. He and
Montgomery look to be in a dead heat for
tha backup role behind Wiley.

Waells (6-2, 220) was one of the nation's
most heavily recruited backs as he gained
over 1,400 yards while scoring 21 touch-
downs for John Curtis High School in
Loulsiana.

Senior Jermon Jackson, redshirted

KOV DREWM

RUNNERS IN RESERVE — Ohio State boasts a secemingly endless supply of
running backs, beginning with, front row, left to right, Derek Combs, Matt
Keller, Joe Montgomery, Scott Fulton and Charlie Sanders. Pictured in the
back row are Sean Penny, Jermon Jackson, Jamar Martin, coach Tim
Spencer, Michael Wiley, Jerry Westbrooks and Jonathan Wells.

last year, and sophomore Jerry
Westbrooks also add depth at tailback.

Martin In Running At Fullback

The coaching stafl is ecstatic over the
addition of freshman Jamar Martin, per-
haps tho first true fullback at OSU since
the days of Nicky Sualun. The 6-1, 235-
pounder appears to be OSU's fullback of
the future, but for 1998 Keller has the
position locked up

The converted tailback has gained 40
pounds since his freshman season and
has learned the fullback position. Last
season, his first as a starter, he gained
267 yards on the ground and caught 19
posses,

"l think I've improved my blocking,”
said Keller, who now weighs 238 pounds.
“T'm confident I can get the job done on an
isolation play and make the key block.”

Unfazed by his blecking responaibili-
ties, Kellor has grown inte the role, some-
thing a lot of players can't soem tp adjust
to.

Spencer said that's the problem right
now with sophomore Sean Penny, a tail-
back in high school whom the coaching
stafl switched to fullback last season.

“Ho would obviously love to be a tail-
back, but he's a fullback in our system,”
Spencer said. “He hasnt nccepted that
yet, but [ think he will and 1 think he can
get better,

“Hey, if you want to get on the field
and you're a player, you try to get on the
field the best way you can. Sean Penny
can run the football, theres no doubt
about it. But right now we nead him as a
fullback.”

Penny enters fall
fullback behind Kellet

While Spencer is . usfied with the
effort both Keller and Penny are exerting,
he said there's even more work to do

“I would like to see the fullback posi-
tion become more physical,” said Spencer.
“Matt Keller is doing an excellent job for
us-‘and does everything we ask even
though he’s not a true [-formaticn full-
back.

*I would like him to be more physical
if 1 had any beef. Other than that, he
catches the ball well, runs the ball well
and is a smart player.”

p as the No, 2
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Buckeye Wide Receiving

By MIKE WACHSMAN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

When David Boston makes a catch this
it will be the same as Reggle
Germany making a catch. If Dee Miller
stretches for one in the end zone, Ken-Yon
Rambo did the same

[here are a lot of great players — but no
individuals — in the Ohio State recesving
corps this season, 2o many in fact that the
group has been touted as the nation's best
by many prognosticators

With reliable Joe Gert
ting i

aine finally get-

the starting job, its not like the
Buckoyes are breaking in a new quarter-
back. The harmony between Germaine and
O8SUs wideout corps will help the

Buckeyes' offense immeasurably.
And it doean’t matter who makes the

play, because everyone benefits,

“The receivers are just looking to be
as on aid Germany. “If some-
wn, we have to be family-orient-
» of us makes a big play, we all cel-
It's relying on one another. With
s nothing we

L'l. : J
ebrate
this receiving corps, there
can't nccomplish as a whole.
Roceivers coach Chuck Stobart has been
around a lot of guod groups in his day, but
he was hard-pressed to come up with
another outfit that matches this one.
“] haven't been around a team that had
this many good receivers,” Stobart said
We've been fortunate to have some really
good ones the last few yoars, but you can go
{own and there's six guys who are pretty
gond and can play in a ball game

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL PREVIEW: THE WIDE RECEIVERS

“On the other hand, we want to make
sure David and Dee are in there enough
that they could go on and succeed at the
noxt level.”

If they play anywhere near the level of
pason, success ahould be at their fin.
|;|'1’111!5.

Veterans Showing The Way

Boston is The Man in this group, and
after a season of 73 catches and 14 touch-
downs, that title is warranted. A long strid.
o1 who's faster than he appears, Boston can
catch even the worst passes with ease, He'll
bo one of OSU's big-play performers this
season, one whom the Buckeyes will try to
utilize as often as possible

“1 just want to go out and make plays
and help the team win,” said Boston, who
will also handle punt return duties, “If it
means catching a lot of passes, that's fine
If it means helping the running backs, fine
We want to win all our games.”

Miller hit his stride last year, much to
the delight of OSU fans growing impatient
with the development of the heralded
Springfield, Ohio, prep star. Miller, who ean
stretch defenses with the best of them,
averaged almost 17 vards per grab and tal-
lied 981 yards, 11 more than Boston

Though Miller certainly hay the capabil-
ity to earn All-Big Ten status, hels more
concerned with the Buckeyes' running
game

"Sometimes we dopended on our pass-
ing game too much last year,” he said.
“We'd run the ball and have no success,
Stan (Jackson) would go out and Joe would

The Bucks are No. 1

Watch OSU eat 'em up this season with another
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WE'LL CATCH THE BALL — Ohio State's standout receiving corps,
includes, front, left to right, Darik Warnke, Tony Locke, Dee Miller,
David Boston and Kevin Griffin. Back, Chad Caecchio, Reggie
Germany, Vanness Provitt, Ken-Yon Rambo and Jimmy Redmond.
Coach Chuck Stobart is at right.

come in and everyone would know what we
were about to do. They'd bring in the nick-
ol defense and stop us. We need to do a bat-
ter job all around, including us o
receivers.”

The big two make Stobart sleep o little
easior when the day is done.

“Those are two very good players,” he
anid. “They both need to be involved with
what we do, but we can't rely too heavily on
them. We need to show balance. But those
are two great guys to have on your side.”

Reliable Kevin Griffin returns, and
though he caught just two passes a year
ngo, he's a steadying force among the
group. As & special teams captain, Griffin
brings just the right amount of leadership
and savvy. He may be used more often this
senson than in the past.

Junior Jimmy Redmond, who missed
maost of last season after sullering a hroken leg
bone in the opener, i back in the fold, with
added weight and a determination to metum
to form. Junior Darlk Warnke was giving
great offort in practics and may find a niche

The only bad news comes with Vannesy
Provitt. This prototypical possession receiv-
er could be sidelined for the year as he sufl-
fored a dislocated hip after falling while
diving for a ball on the first day of fall
eamp.

Rambo and Germany gave a hint of
what they could do a year ago, combining
for cight catches and one score. Both had
monster springs, and Stobart expocts
them to use that to catapult them to star
atatus.

“I'ie whole key to it is the younger guys
continuing to got botter,” Stobart said “We
want them to build off what they did in the

spring. I'm excited about them. They have
great ability, The key is being patient, just
like Deo had to be and David had to be and
Terry (Glonn) had to be. They need to stay
in the gaume mentally, but their time will
come.”

Rambo, a spoedy but skinny threat who
has fans salivating at his potential, wants
to tap into his big-play ability this season
With more confidence and a year in the sys-
tem, he believes that will happen.

“I be a lot looser,” Rambo said. "1 came
in the first time seeing 90,000, 1 had never
soen that before, You're used to 5,000 for a

high school gume. | was nervous, had the
Jitterbugs and everything

“But as the season went on [ started get-
ting used to it. T might have a few butter-
(lies this year, but theyll go away in the
first quarter.”

Gormany, also a sophomore, was the hit
of the spring, routinely toasting defensive
backs and catching the winning TD in the
Spring Game. Disaplined a» a route run-
ner, Germany could be ready to explode on
the scens, But that's not his main ¢ 1

“If | can contribute to us winning, [l be
happy.” be said. “I'm not looking for num-
bers. I'm looking for us to win all ow
games.”

Timing Is Everything

With the Buckeyes having the luxury of a
retuming quarterback — though G
technically wasn't a starter, he knows the
system backward and forward — things
should go amoothly with the adr attack

Early in practios, the passing gume ws
humming with uncanny precision, as near-
ly every player made at least one great
grab. [t may just turn out that the
Buckeyes have one of the most lethal pass-
ing games in the Big Ten.

*(Having Joe) will halp everyone on the
offensive ond,” Boston said. “You can devel-
op a lot better rhythm having cne quarter-
back.”

Miller feels it's already evident.

“We've got our timing down already,”
Miller said. “We've been together for o few
yoars now. We should be less predictable
this time around. We all should benefit
from that."

Stobart said the Buckeyes won't lock in
to having receivers line up at the same
position each play. Defenses won't be able
to get comfortable, allowing for more big
strikes,

0OSU will be tested right out of the
blocks by West Virginia, and to 8 man the
Buckeye receivers like that. They want to
know where they stand right away.

Stobart knowa his troops will have to be
in midseason form very early.

“If we're going to achieve the goals we
have as a football team, that Grst game will
go & long way in determining that,” Stobart
said. “We're playing a ranked team on their
field and they're shooting for the same
goals we are. We don't have time to ease
into the schedule.”
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By JEFF BREHM

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

There are pillars in front of Greek build-
inge that aren't as big as some of this year's
Ohio State tight ends. But sheer size isn't
enough to accomplish everything coach
John Cooper wants from the position this
season.

Even though John Lumplan and Steve
Wisniowski combined for 29 catches for
495 yards and five touchdowns, Cooper
was pretty blunt in his remarks about the
tight endas

“Wae've got to get mare production out of
our tight ends,” Cooper said. “We didn't get
anything out of Wisniewslki this spring
(due to an injured lower back). Lumpkin
missed all of our winter conditioning drills
while playing basketball, and that doesn't
help. And Kevin Houser missed about half
of spring (with a right wrist fracture).

“Tight end has got to become a more
productive position for us in terms of block-
ing and catching the football.”

Thay dont sound like comments made
with a amile by the conach of the top-ranked
taam in the nation. But tight ends coach Bill
Conley says his players hove more than
enough talent and expenence to overcome
the injuries and increase productivity.

“It seems ltke we're coming cut of the
injuries OK,” Conley said. "If we can
bounce back from those things, I think the
experience factor will be very important for
us because [ know we want to emphasize
the tight end more in our offense this year.

“1 thought last year we did a good job
gotting the ball to our tight ends and using
multiple formations with the tight ends. |
see us doing pretty much the same things
this year."

Taking His Lumps

Conley saud the tight ends as a unit are
deaper, better balanced and more experi-
enced than last fall. One reason is that
fifth-year senfor John Lumpkin (6-8, 260)
still is at the top of the list

Lumplin, who has played parts of three
seasons with the OSU basketball team,

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

TEs Need To Increase Production, Cooper Says

started his football coming-out party in his
sophomore season, when he played in all
12 gnmes and caught a dozen passes for
159 yards, a 13 3-yards-per-catch average.
Last fall he continued to improve, snaring
17 passes for 320 yards and throe touch-
downs, including a spectacular juggling 50-
yard TD catch late in the Sugar Bowl,

As a result, Lumpkin starts his final
season as a third-team All-American
according to Bob Griese's College Football
Yearbook. He was rated the No. 4 tight end
in the nation and a second-team All-Big
Ten pick by Lindys, and The Sporting
News rated him No. 3 in the country.

*The pros have been watching film on
John for a couple of years,” Conloy said.
“He's got people talking about him. We
expect John to play his best football this
year, and we expect great leadership from
him on the field. The kids look up to him
and respect him.

“He has lots of athletic talent. He can
run, he can block and he can catch. Hes
done a good job in the off-season fine-tun.
ing his game, getting a little bit stronger
and ¢uicker and catching the ball batter.”

Lumpkin said he's comfortable wearing
the mantle of the leader, but he's not the
boot-in-the-pants kind

“Being around longer and being able to
tell the guys what to expect is a role [
should expect, being the senior in the
group,” he said. “But a leader has to be a
listener, too, I can't just go around talling
guys, ‘Comae on, we've got to do this.' | like
to lead by example. But I'm not afraid to
tell somebody to pick it up if they need to.”

Backups Also Talented

Conley welcomes the return of
Wisniewsla (6-5, 265) from his lower back
surgery. Wisniewsld didn't let a sore back
interfere with his studies last season, earn-
ing Academic All-Big Ton honors and his
third OSU scholar-athlete award.

Wisniewsld saw action in all 13 games
last season, pulling in 12 catches for 176
yards (a 14.6 average) and two TDa.

The back injury has not limited
Wisniowski duning fall camp.

“He has all kinds of talent,” Conley said
“He's really a good blocker and can catch
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LUMP IN THE HOUSE —

STEVE MELWAGEN

Tight end John Lumpkin (85) should have

a chance to shine for the Buckeyes this year after having limited
involvement in the offense a year ago. He and Kevin Houser (87)
are just part of a deep tight end corps.

the ball. He did a good job in the weight
room after the operation in getting his
strength back.”

Wisniewski hasnt resisted the chance
to test his back during camp.

*My back is still a little bit sore, still
recovering a little bit, but I don't have
aharp pain like I did before the surgery, so
I think it was succesaful,” he said.

Another junior OSU scholar-athlete
and member of the Academic All-Big Ten
tenmn is Houser (6-3, 250). He does double
duty for the Buckeyes, serving as both a
tight end and the long snapper. A broken
wrist suffered late in spring drills could
sideline him in both spots, however.

“Kevin plays a very important role on
this football team, and he was having a
great spring. In fact, if [ had to pick out the
one tght end who was having the best
spring, he would have been it,” Canley
said. “It’s going to be important for us for
him to perform both in two-tight end situ-
ations and in handling the long snapping "

Freshman Darnell Sanders (6.6, 265)
sat out last fall to earn a passing entrance
exam score. He enrolled in the winter and
went through spring football. Sanders

played quarterback and defensive back in
high schoal, but he's already malking good
impressions at his new position,

“He's a young talent that is still growing
into his body” Conley said. “He has all
kinda of athletic ability. Well work hard on
his running and catching. He's a guy we
expoct to get better every week and we also
expect him to play some this year”

Conley also has three walk-on players
in his unit, including redshirt freahman
Marvin Payne, Brian May and Frank
Conrad

Doing T™e Dirty Work

Wisniewaski just amiled when ashed if
the tight ends envy all the adulation for
0OSU's flashier wide receivers

"We eaught quite a few balls last year
and part of that is because our wideouts
got so much attention,” he said. “By about
the middle of the season, it really started
opening up some stufl for us because
defenses were concentrating on Dee
(Miller) and David (Boston)

“We're not a real flashy group. We block
and we try to catch the ball when its
thrown to us, If we do our job, the reat of
the team can do theirs and we win games.”
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COVER STORY: THE YEAR-OF THE BUCKEYE

[COVERBTORY THE YEAROFTHEBUGKEVE =
Buckeyes Want To Hang On To No. 1 Ranking

Continued From Page 1

working.

*How do wvou approach it? We're
shooting for No. 1. We talk about it. I'm
one of those guys who believes in setting
your goals high. We talk to the players
about trying to be the best.

“But nothing has chaoged. Just
because we're No. 1, people aren’t sud-
denly going to be up for us. I don't know
if wa've ever caught anybody on an off
day when we played them."

Players Like Top Spot

The rankings and the publicity are
all fine, but & number of Buckeyve play-
ers beliove that will have little impact
on their season

“That's not going to affect us one way
or the other, 1 think,"” said Joe
Germaine, who will take over as the
starter ot quarterback after sharing
duties with Stanley Jackson the last
two years,

“It's something we accept, and we're
happy about it. But we know we're
going to have to enrn everything we get,
Nothing's going to be gven to us, so
we're pratty humble ot the same time.”

Beginning Sept 5 at 1lth-ranked
West Virginia, the Buckeyes know they
will be the hunted

“Everybody's coming for you, but at
the same time 1 like it,” Rob Murphy
gaid. “1 ke playing under pressure. 1
like geing out every week and having
everyone take their best shot at you,”

Senior flunker Dee Miller, who joins
split end David Boaton in forming one of
the nation's Wwp recewving tandems, has
noticed some oxtra emphasis on this
yenar,

“Here ut Uhie State you could be
ranked 15th i the preseason and there
will atill be a lot of fun support,” Miller
said, *Now you're No 1 and everybody
wants to know what you have to say
and how wvou're going to do every
Saturday.

“It's going to be u ot of pressure, but
that's sometiing vou liave to got used to
at Ohio State

But, as the uvid adagoe goes, you're
either getting better or you're getting
worse — you never stay the same.

‘It's kind of » blessing, but when you
start out No. ) the only way you can go
is down, 40 you renlly have to be on your
toes,” said offensive tackle Brooks
Burris

One key to this year's success will be
leadership. But with g0 many returning
starters, Miller said that should not be
a problem.

“I have to step up,” Miller said. “Joe
Germaine has stepped up. Damon

[ Charting The 1998 Buckeyes-

+ Coach: John Cooper (11th year at OSU, 86-32-4; 22nd year overall, 168-
72:6).

« 1997 Record: 10-3 {lost to Florida State in Sugar Bowl); Big Ten: 6-2/2nd (tie).

+ Key Losses: Pepe Pearson. TB; Eric Gohlstin, OT: Stanley Jackson, QB:
Winfield Garnett, DT; Jimmie Bell, NG; Kevin Johnson, BLB,

« Starters Roturning: Offense (8): Tyson Walter, LT, 6:5, 305, So.; Rob
Murphy, LG, 6-5, 300, Jr.; Kurt Murphy, C, 6-4, 290, Jr.; Ben Gilbert, RG, 6-5,
295, Jr.; John Lumpkin, TE, 6-8, 260, Sr.; David Boston, SE, 6-3, 215, Jr.; Dee
Miller, FL, 6-1, 200, Sr.; Matt Keller, FB, 6-0, 23B, Jr. Defense (9): Rodney
Balley, DE, 6-3, 255, So.; Joe Brown, NG, 8.6, 285, So.! Matt LaVrar, DE, 6-3,
240, Jr.; Andy Katzenmoyer, MLB, 6-4, 255, Jr.; Jerry Rudzinski, WLB, 6-2, 225,
Sr.; Antoine Winfleld, CB, 59, 180, Sr.; Gary Berry, FS, 6:0, 195, Jr.; Damon
Moore, §5, 511, 200, Sr.; Ahmed Plummer, CB, 6-0, 190, Jr. Kickers (2): Dan
Stultz, K, 6-0, 195, So.; Brent Bartholomew, P, 6-2, 210, Sr.

+ Other Key Returnees: Joe Germalne, QB; Brooks Burris, RT; John
Lumpkin, TE; Michael Wiley, TB: Joe Montgomery, TB; Derek Combs, TB; Reggie
Germany, SE: Ken-Yon Rambo, FL; Tam Hopkins, RG; Henry Fleming, RT: Clinton
Wayne, DT: Na'il Diggs. BLB: Brent Johnson, DE; Courtland Bullard, BLB;
Cantral McClellion, SS; Percy King, FS.

= Key Newcomers: Mike Collins, DT; Faris Long, DT (RS); James Cotton, DE
(JUCO); Steve Bellisari, QB; Nate Clements, CB: Jamar Martin, FB; Austin
Moherman, QB (RS): Jason Ott, LB (RS); Kenny Peterson, DE! Ryan Pickett, DL;
Darnell Sanders, TE: Jonathan Wells, RB.

" Everybody's coming
for you, but at the same
time I like it. | like play-
ing under pressure. | like

- going out every week
and having everyone
take their best shot at
you.”

* Rob Murphy,
0SU offensive guard

* Schedule: See Ohio Stale Insider, page 4.

Moore, John Lumpkin, we have & num-
ber of leaders who have stepped up,
People keep questioning our leaders,
but we're going to be all right.

“We have o lot of guys who speak up
vocally and a lot of guys who lead by
exomple.”

Is This Team Coop's Best?

Cooper was asked whether he feels
this is his best OSU team.

“The team two years ago, defensively,
seven of those guys have made NFL ros-
ters. You knew they were going to be
good on defense,” he said

“Can this team be that good? I don't
know that or not. I think our skilled
preople are good. Our wide receivers are
good, our quarterback will be real good,
our rusning backs are not — we don't
have a Robert Smith or Raymont
(Harris) or Eddie (George) But I think
collectively those guys will be OK."

Cooper noted how OSU's offonsive
line needs major improvement over last
year.

“Depth was a factor in the offensive
ligie, big time,” he said. “When we went
to New Orleans for the Sugar Bowl, we
ran the first day we were there, [ looked
over to the gideline and Tyson Walter,
Ben Gilbert, Rob Murphy and Eric
Gohlstin were all on the sideline stand-
ing there. Tam Hopkins wasn't with us,

“We had nobody else to play, and we
played about like that. The offensive
line failed to show up against Florida

™
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State.”
Cooper shared his No. 1 concern with
this year's team.

“The No. 1 thing we have to do, we have
to be a more physical football team than
we were last year,” he said. “We couldn't
slow Penn State down last year, Florida
State manhandled us up front. We've got
to be more physical on both sides of the
ball than we were last year.

*It's been a long time since we've had
abig, strong, physical fullback, and that
has hurt us a little bit. T can’t tell you
how many times we had third-and-short
or fourth-and-short and don't get it.

*1 like Matt Kellor, I like Sean Penny,
but we do not have the 260-pound full-
back we've had in past years,

*We've got to be able to run the foot-
ball in running situations and be suc-
cogaful, If it's third-and-short or fourth.
and-ghort, you've got to be able to run
off tackle and got the firat down, Last
year we didn't do that.”

Miller pinpointed some of the team's
problema from last year, when the
Buckeyes also dropped narrow decisions
in Big Ten showdowns with Penn State
and Michigun.

“We have to got on the sume page. A
couple of losses last year, we weren't on
the same page,” he said. “We have to
come in and do it week in and week out.

“Sometimes our offense got pre-
dictable last year with Stan and Joe
alternating. Joe is going to be the No. 1
man this year. This 1s his job. We should
benefit from having one person in it for
the whole game.”

Summing Up

When asked if he was on top of the
world because of the lofty ranking,
Cooper said, "1 can't have any more
bounce. I'm feeling as good as I've felt in
10 or 15 years. [ wanted to come in at
185, my playing weight, and I came in
at 184,

“I wake up every day with a smile on
my face. Life's too short to be unhappy.”

But will being No. 1 change things
dramatically for the Buckeyes?

*You can't have any more pressure
than we've had,” Cooper said. "At Ohie
State, everybody oxpects you to win
overy game you play, so nothing has
changed.”

While some have already pointed to

" the team’s high ranking ane the season-

ending showdown with Michigan Nov,
21, Cooper and his staff are working
hard to keep the team focused on the
task at hand ~ beginning with West
Virginia

You're fooling yoursell if you think
(the players are) not looking ot (hat
(Michigan ond the rankings),” Cooper
said. "But we'll talk ro thom about it
“You botter get ready for West Virginia
Give me great effort in practice. Give us
the great work ethic we're used to hov-
ing.’

"We need to keep our eye on the
bull's-eye, probably more than in the
past. Concentrate on West Virginia,
then Toledo and Missouri, and then the
conference will take care of itself”

* Optlon 1: Overview (a complete look at
tha day In 05U sports)

* Optlon 2: Football (dally reporis on
hoadiines Invalving OSU foatball)

+ Optlon 3; Football Recrulting (recmulting
reports Tues., Fri.)

* Option 4: I {rogular updates on
the men's basketball program)

BSB HOTLINE
1-900-896-0666

Choose from these options:

Cals con bw made trom rolary o touch Wy phoned. Callery undar age 18 musi nove Thewr p&MAfAL L CRIMERD
Moying sconiored by Dussipe Boorty Bullagn, PO. Dos 12483, Cotumbus, Onlp 43212, (014 286-2202

$2 first
minute;
51 each
additional
minute

* Optlen 5: Baskotball Rocrulung (woekly
feports on basketball recrulting)

o Option G; Q& A (conversations with
05U players and coachas)

* Option 7: OSU Olymple Sports report (a
look at OSU's non-revenue sports)

* Optlon 8: Commitment List (regulm
updatos of 0SU's verbal commitment list)

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN September 5, 19985 « 25



OHIO STATE FOOTBALL PREVIEW: THE OFFENSIVE LINE

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

Linemen Want To Carry Their Weight In "98

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeye Sports Bullotin Soafl Writer

A new collection of offensive linemen
were introduced to OSU fans last season,
but none of them felt like taking a bow at
the end of the season, when the offense
came to a 56 reeching halt in losses to
Michigan and Florida State

This year it's common knowledge that
the trenchimen need to improve across the
board, especially with the No. 1 moniker
stuck on OSU's helmets right next to the
Buckeye leaves.

With so much at stake and so much
improvement to be made up front, it's no
surprise that John Cooper ficlded offen-
sive line quostions almost instantly at the
team's picture day on Aug. 14

I hope | see some good signs there,”
said the OSU head coach. “All you have to
do is go back to the Florida State game —
we didn't block anybody. 1 hope they're
better than they were the lnst game [ saw
them play.

“We expect to have better Prndutuun
out of the offensive line. We don't have any
excuses this year, We should have more
compotition and we ought to have more
depth on the offensive line than we've had
around here in a long time.”

With a projected starting unit that
includes three playors just beginning umr
third year in the program, 'jﬂ Buckeye
still have Ume to develop an enviable t’mm
line.

But offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs
said the time is now

To say they're inexperienced this year
would be a cop-out,” Jacobs said. “Most of
those guys have started 12 or 13 games for
the Buckeyes and we expect them to be
good linemen in our tradition.’

Walter Entrenched At Left Tackle
Cartainly considered to be on his way
w a satisfying carcer, left tackle Tyson
Walter improved as the season wore on in
1997, even though he had to protect the
blind sides of two completely different
quarterbacks in Stanley Jackson and Joe
Germaine. Jackson is gone now, and the

plumir.ul prone Germaine is now the fran-
chise

That means Walter will have to be on
his toes more than ever.

“1 don't get ns much help from the inte-
rior linemen as they do with each other,
but it's no big deal,” said Walter, o redshirt
sophomore from Bainbiidge, Ohio. *You
get used to it.”

Walter likes what he's seen from the
line in drills and believes last year's expe-
riences — the good and the eye-opening —
will greatly serve OSU in 98,

“From that aspect it's a much more
relaxed camp. Last yoar | was still ner-
vous about starting and whatnot,” said
Walter, who started all 13 games last year
after the early departure of Outland
Trophy winner Orlando Pace.

“In my mind I'm locked down, and I've
got it as long as I stoy here. But I'm not
going to be complacent by any stretch of
the imagination.”

Rob Murphy Takes Anchor At LG

Every good line needs an anchor, and
the Buckeyes have one in All-American
loft guard Rob Murphy.

I think its real important to have
that,” anid Murphy, a redshirt junior from
Cincinnati. “When [ started, [ played right
next to Orlando and he was my crutch,
These guys all have a year under their
belt, though, so it's not like 1 have to be as
much of a crutch as Orlando was for me.
But I've got the experience and [ want to
lead up there.”

Murphy is as stoked as anyone to begin
the year after leaving the Sugar Bowl] car-
pet in intense pain with yet another knee
injury. This fall, he has battled back prob-
lems, but he should be ready to lead OSU
to battle against West \1r|;|run

‘T just get emotional talking about it
because | sat out spring and that killed
me,” said Murphy, who has 23 career
starts under his belt. “I love practice, [ love
being over there, I love watching film. 1
just cant wait to get that first play I'm
going to be nn emotional wreck come Sept.
5 because there's going to be a lot of pent-
up frustration coming out that night."
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STEVE MELWAGEN

TALKING TRENCH WARFARE — Offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs
(right, in white shirt) instructs the Ohio State offensive line in some
of the finer points of blocking. Interested parties are Ben Gilbert (64),
Ben Pulfer (71), Brooks Burris (67) and Tyson Walter (putting on hu]-

mot at far right).

Kurt Murphy Nabs Center Spot

Kurt Murphy is not related to Rob, but
he brings the same physical style and sta-
ble approach to 'Emm He could be key
to popping OSU backs for quick bursts up
the muddle with his strong run blocking
from the center spot, where he started the
last half of the 97 season.

“You never know what's going to hap-
pen, but obviously I'd like to be the
startor,” said Murphy, a local product of
DeSales High School in his junior year of
eligibility. *You know Coach Jacobs is
going to be playing the best five players.”

But Murphy has the look of a mainstay
at center, especially if he continues to
make the proper checks at the line of
scrimmiage.

“This game is so complex,” he said. “You
never know everything. Once you think
you know everything, thats when you
don't know anything.”

Gilbert Winning Fight At RG

A true junior like his next-door line-
mate Kurt Murphy, Ben Gilbert appears
to be embroiled in the toughest competi-
tion at right guard. But Gilbert is taking
the practice field with the first team,
intent on helping the Buckeye front jell as

a group

“1 think we function well as a unit,
which is needed, because without it you're
not going to pin}' well,” said the likable
Lancaster, Ohio, native.

“T think it comes through repetition,
but in practice and stufl like that you're
around the same people all the time,
You've got to be able to talk and be friends
to some degree. We've got people who
watch film together and hang out togeth-
er, and it's real evident we get along well
onough.”

Burris Manning RT — For Now

Penciled in at right tackle, Logan prod-
uct Brooks Burris gives OSU an All-Ohio
starting five. He also brings a wealth of
experience (o the group with 32 games
played and lots of time logged at both
guard and tackle

“I'm looking forward to moving around
this year,” said Burris, a 6-7, 200-pounder.
“Its good for the team and gives us an
extra advantage. If we have to shuffle
things, I can go somewhere else instead of
us sticking in a young freshman.”

The coaches insist Burris can handle
the RT chores, but he would be an ideal
supersub if someone else should eme
But no matter his role, Burris knows he
needs to help make the Buckeye line an

imposing unit,

“We haven't played any games yet, so |
can understand why thoe fans are a little
concerned. But I'm not worried about it, In
fiact, I'm looking forward to it,” he said

The Reserves

Even with a detormined group of
starters, the Buckeyes will be looking to
filter in players throughout the season.
And the promising collection of reserves
shrank during the off-season as Jim
Muassey and Jefferson Kelley were lost to
injury. Meanwhile, sophomore Tam
Hopkins was still working his way back
from a broken ankle he suffered in the
spring (see story on page 27) when camp
opened.

Another talented soph, Henry Fleming
wau held out of the first part of fall camp
with a viral infection, and Drew Elford
went down early with a severe ankle
sprain

“That’s a concern of ours when you lose
players before you even toe it up, so to
speak, and start hitting,” Jacobs suid. “In
the coming weeks wa're going to pound
each other pretty good to get ready for the
physicalness of the season, and in order to
play Buckeye football, we need those big
guys up front.”

Kelley's once promising career is done
due to a damaged shoulder (see Ohio State
Insider on page 4), and Massey is out of
the picture this season because of a herni-
ated disk in his lower back

“It wasnt a very pleasing thing o
hear,” said Walter, who has Massey listed
behind him at left tackle. “You never want
to hear about anyone getting hurt in any
sort of way. Jim provided u lot of our much-
needed depth, and unfortunately he's not
going to be around. It's going to make
things more difficult.”

But all is not lost, especially if Hopkina
and Fleming reach their form and Elford
and Mike Gurr make the same type of
strides they showed in the spring. With a
good fall, Eric Smith has a chance to work
in at tackle.

“I think it's a lot better than last year
because we had a real depth problem last
year,” Gilbert said. *We had maybe one or
two guys ready to come off the bench, and
that's not for the team.”

If nothing else, a strong showing by
some of the listed backups like Hopkins
could make for some fierce practices

"Them s going to be a lot of drama this
camp,” Rob Murphy said, "People are

going to be moving in and out wlmllwr
they like it or not. Overall, it's good for us.”
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Defensive Linemen Expect To Shuffle In "98

By JEFF BREHM
Buckeys Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

When it comes to plotting Ohio
State's 1998 defensive line strategy, you
might say the Buckeyes' 31-14 loas to
Florida State in the Sugar Bow! was a
blessing in disguise.

OK, extremely well-disguised, but it
did teach the OSU coaching staff some
valuable lessons, Perhaps the most use-
ful was the frequent rotation of fresh
bodies into the FSU defensive line,
which limited Ohio State quarterbacks
to 16-for-36 passing while tallying four
sucks and forcing three interceptions.

With this year's defensive line loaded
with talent but lacking in returning
starters, defensive tackles coach Jim
Heacock and defensive ends coach
Shawn Simms have e¢ven more reason
t¢ put the lessons learned in New
Orleans to use

“We're going to play the same
defense, but with more people,” Simms
said. “Instead of two or three, we'lll play
four or five We're looking for the maxi-
mum effort on every play, not to have a
guy out there even though he's tired but
he has to be out there. We shouldn't
have that.

“We saw that Florida State could do
it because they had two and three back-
upa that could do it. We feel, coming out
of the spring, that we've increased our
backups. And hopefully some of the new
guys coming in can help us, too.”

The End Of The Line

Simms said his defensive ends
should be better than last year, if only
because everyona is back and has a year
more of experience under their pads.

“When you add (junior college trans-
fer) James Cotton to that picture and
our two incoming freshmen, I'm excit-
od,” Simms said. “I know we're going to
be o lot stronger and have a lot more
depth.

“I1 don't know if we have a leader in
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THE FUTURE IS NOW — Ohio State freshmen Kenny Peterson (97)
and Julius Yeast await their turn during a recent practice session.
Both have a chance to make a mark as rookies, much the way

Rodney Bailey (94) did a year ago.

the group yet, and we still haven't
decided who the starters are going to be.
Rodney Bailey was a true freshman last
year, but if 1 had to say who the guys
looked up to, it would be the guys who
played last year — Rodney and Matt
LaVrar.”

A sophomore from Cleveland, Bailey
(6-3, 255) is listed at the top of the pre-
season defensive depth chart. As OSU's
only true freshman regular last fall, he
played in all 13 games and started in
the final five contests, He tallied nine
tackles against Michigan and finished
the season with three sacks.

“Rodney had a good spring,” Simms
said. "He's picked up more weight, he's
moving better than he was last year,
and he's stronger than he was last year,
I'm expecting a lot out of Rodney
Bailey."

Bailey said the platoon system suits
him fine.

“I like to play a lot, and when I'm in
there | want to make plays,” he said.
“But this is a seasoned group, and the
rotation means we can all play to the
best of our ability and never let down.”

Then there's the newcomer who
brings an almost immediate smile to
Simms’ face. Cotton (6-4, 245) trans-
ferred from Community College of San
Francisco to OSU last winter quarter
and made an almost immediate splash
in spring drills. He's now projected to
start opposite Bailey on the preseason
depth chart

"James was a surprise and a delight
from the spring,” Simms said, “He got
less than a 24-hour notice before our
scrimmage that he was being moved
from linebacker to defensive end, and in
that game we saw that James Cotton
has the ability to make big plays. He
made about eight tackles and intercept-
ed or knocked down a pass.

“I think all the defensive coaches
were looking at each other while he was
on the field and thinking, ‘Hey, we
found the right guy' He's definitely
going to give us a threat.”

Cotton said he has no regrets about
leaving linebacking - behind, even
though that's where he earned JUCO
All-American honors last season after

racking up 100 tackles and eight sacks.

“I feel real good about it. 1 feel I can
make n positive contribution to the
team there,” he said. “From the firat
snap of the ball, 1 felt like this was
where [ belonged.

“I had a little experience in high
achool playing n stand-up defensive
linoman coming off the corner. 1 just
troat it like I'm blitzing every down. It
was an adjustment mentally to always
be after the quarterback, and I found
that I really enjoyed it.”

An Academic All-Big Ten and OSU
scholar-athlete, junior Matt LaVrar (6-
3, 240) played in all 13 games and start-
ed in 11 at the “"Leo,” or strong-side
defensive end spot last fall. Moved from
outside linebacker to end in the spring
of 1997, LaVrar responded with 25 tack-
les and a sack last season.

“Matt LaVrar was probably the
stoadiest guy and the most productive
guy we had against the run a year ago,”
Simms said, “He's a smart football play-
er. We look for Matt to improve on some
things, but you can't ask Matt to put out
any more effort than he already does.”

Sophomore Brent Johnson (6-4, 265)
from Kingston, Ontario, rounds out the
four players on the season's first depth
chart

“"Brent Johnson was the most
improved player | had in the spring. He
made some plays that I looked at and
said, '‘Boy, that's good to see,’ " Simms

said,

“1 feel really good about him — he got
bigger, he got faster, he got stronger, As
long as he continues what he's doing,
with his great attitude and his full-go
all the time, he'll play a lot for us.”

Simms said he hopes fifth-year
senior Jeff Wilson (6.4, 255), junior
Tony Eisenhard (6-7, 265) and at least
one of the Buckeyes' newcomers —
vither Kenny Peterson (6-4, 250) or
Julius Yeast (6-5, 280) — also will earn
spots in the new DE rotation.

“You need at least four to do this
right. If you have more, it's even better,”
he said. “It's hard to predict how an
incoming freshman will do, but Kenny
Peterson certainly has the tools to play
the game,

“The same for Julius Yeast. In high
school he showed some tremendous
ability coming off the end.”

Meeting In The Middle

Heacock said his linemen, too, are a
stronger unit than a year ago, but his
rotation will be a lot larger

“Physically we've got more depth.
Basically we lost of couple of real good
players, and what we have now are a lot
of good young guys with a lot of talent
but who are lacking a little in experi-
ence,” he said.

“We're expecting that we're going to
play eight to 12 players on the defensive
line every game, We're going to do the
best we can across that front to got the
maximum effort on every play. If some-
one's tired, we'll get somebody else in
there.”

The fact that the Buckeyes have a
young defensive line is apparent in the
preseason depth chart, which lists a
pair of redshirt sophomores as likely
starters. One of them is Clinton Wayne
(6-3, 2785), who started four games at
end and saw action in eight others. The
highlight of his 1997 season came
sgainst Indiana, where he batted up a
pass at the line of scrimmage, caught
the ball and ran it back 38 yards for a
touchdown.

“Clinton started to come on at the
bowl game a little and had a good
spring,” Heacock said, "I think he's real
focused now. He'll get the opportunity
this year and he's ready to make a run
at it”

The other likely starter is Joo Brown,
who played in avery game last fall and
started in five. He finished the season
with 23 tackles and a sack.

“Joe hand a great off-season,” Heacock
said, “He has gotten a lot stronger, n lot
bigger and definitely is a lot faster.”

Brown said he was impressed hy the
FSU line he saw in the Sugar Bowl and
said he thinks the Buckeyes can play as
well,

*l learned a lot watching them, the
way they flew around and were real
active,” he said. “I think the rotation
this year will let us do that by keeping
everybody fresh.”

Mike Collins (6-3, 290) is considered
# true freshman, but he joined OSU in
the spring after spending part of a year
at Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy.
He also was impressive in the spring.

"Mike is a tough kid, maybe the most
physical of the group,” Heacock said. *I
think he'll be a big help for us in there.”

Hopes were high that redshirt fresh-
man Paris Long (6.6, 320) would also
make an impact, but he suffered a neck
#prain on the first doy of fall camp and
it's unclear when he may return

Two other true freshmen — Ryan
Pickett (6-3, 280) and David Thompson
(6.5, 280) — also have shown potentinl
this fall.

“They look like they're going to be
right in the mix. Physically they're very
similar to the other guys we have in
there,” Heacock said

Rounding out the roster are junior
Randy Homa (6-2, 285), who bench
presses 476 pounds, and redshirt fresh-
men Heath Queen (6-56, 276), who
missed most of last year due to injury.
Another line reserve, redshirt freshman
Ben Pulfer, was moved over to the
offensive line.
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Linebackers Preparing [

For Every Contingency

By MARK PODOLSKI
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Chris Kirk and Jason Ott are not
exactly household names on the Ohio
State defense.

Not yet.

Of course, that depends on the status
of All-American linebacker Andy
Katzenmoyer. Backups Kirk and Ott
have taken the majority of reps at mid-
dle linebacker during preseason drills
ns lost year's Butkus Award winner
takes care of business in the classroom
to become academically eligible in the
fall

That's the most pressing issue for
defensive coordinator Fred Pagac enter-
ing the 1998 campaign. With
Katzenmoyer, OSU's linebacking unit is
formidable. Without him, 1t remains
salid

Senior Jerry Rudzinski returna at
one outside position, while sophomore
Na'il Diggs enters fall camp ns the other
starter on the outside

“The academic situation will take
care of itself,” said Rudzinski, "We
haven't had any type of conversation
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about it. I'm planning on the same guys
being on the field this year.”

So is Katzenmoyer. He vows he'll do
well enough in his three summer school
classes to boost his grade-point average
to a qualifying status of 2.0 or better,

“It's & main concern for Buckeye
fans, but I'm going to take care of busi-
ness and be out there on Sept. 5," said
Katzenmoyer.

Katzenmoyer's totals in two seasons
— 182 tackles, 14 sacks and 36 tackles-
for-loss — would be hard to replace.
Kirk, a junior, has 26 tackles in his
career, while Ott was redshirted last
season,

“If you Ltake me out, Chris is a solid
replacement,” Katzenmoyer said, “He's
my exact identical. We cameo from the
same high school (Westerville South), so
of course we have the same fundamen-
tals. He just has No. 44 instead of 45."

Pagac, who also serves ns lineback-
ors coach, is concerned over the practice
Katzenmoyer will miss but not his
replacements.

“Chris Kirk will practice with the No.
1 unit,” Pagac said. “Jerry (Rudzinski)
at times will. Jason Ott will be working
at the inside.”

If Katzenmoyer doesn't make the
grade, it would cripple an already thin
position. With Katzenmoyer, OSU has
just seven linebackers on its roster.

“We're thin at linebacker, so every-
one has to learn all the positions any-
way,” said Pagac. “We've got seven play-
ers for three spots and they all have to
be pretty interchangeable.”

And ready. The youth and inexperi-
ence of the Buckeyes' defensive line will
force the three linebackers to be on the
top of their game. Pagac is also counting
on the defensive front to apply pressure
and thus allow the linebackers to roam
the field.

“I'm not sure if offenses will allow us
to do what we did two years ago,” said
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BACKING IT UP — Linebackers Jerry Rudzinski (35) and Andy
Katzenmoyer (right) are mainstays on the Ohio State defense,
Aided by Na'il Diggs and a host of young talent, the linebacking
corps could be one of the team's most solid units this year,

Pagac, referring to when the lineback-
ers blitzed early and often. “We found
that out last year. | think there will be
different times when we've got to back
off. The game keeps changing. If a quar-
terback takes a three-step drop, you can
blitz all you want but you're not going to
get to him,”

Regardless, Katzenmoyer is hoping
his sack total increases. After registor-
ing 12 us a freshman, his total dipped to
just two last season.

“I hope I blitz a lot this year just like
my freshman year,” he said. "I hope
they let me go and do my thing.”

To allow himself to do “his thing,”
Katzenmoyer has shed about 20 pounds
and will play at about 240-245 pounds.
It's a measure Katzenmoyer believes
will help considerably.

“l played about 260-265 last year,
which isn't a bad weight for me because
I can carry it, but I think I'm better
lighter,” ho said.

Going Outside

Rudzinski, who finished fith on the
team with 65 tackles including four
sacks, will undoubtedly be a better play-
or with a year's experience as a starter
under his belt. While Katzenmoyer shed
a fow pounds, Rudzinski spent the off-
season bulking up.

“l think we'll be a physical unit,”
Rudzinski said. “l think I'm a stronger
player this year. Coach Paguc won't play
somoeone who won't stick his nose in
there. | think knowing my X's and O's
and knowing my technique will allow
me to let it loose on the field and play
physical football.”

Diggs was o highly touted freshman
out of Dorsey High School in Los

Angeles two seasons ago and didn't dis-
appoint last season.

Despite starting just two games last
season, the G-4, 235-pounder led the
toam with six sacks, He also had eight
tackles for loss. He's the probable
replacement for the graduated Kevin
Johnson,

“We expect big things out of Na'il,"
said Rudzinski. *He's such a physical
talent with his size, speed and strength
If he's got the mental side of his game
going, he should have a great year.”

Like his teammates, Rudzinski is
hopeful of the same results OSU plant-
ed on its opponents when it blitzed,
blitzed and blitzed. Last season, when
graduation forced the play of several
newcomers, including Rudzinski him-
self, the results were mixed

“We've had the same scheme all along
with Cosch Pagae,” he said. “The only
difference is that we'll have some veter-
ans out there running our blitzes and our
packages. If people know where tho}’r‘c
going, they can be more aggressive.

Also Ready

Besides Kirk and Ott, a highly tout-
ed prep star from Cincinnati two years
ago, the Buckeyes are also grooming a
pair of youngsters on the outside.

Sophomore Courtland Bullard (6-3,
220) could back up either Rudzinski or
Diggs. He played in all 13 games, pri-
marily as a special-teamer, and he
logged 11 tackles,

Redshirt freshman Tim Cheatwood
(6-4, 215) spent last season and the
spring at safoty but moved to linebacker
this fall, He is a rangy athlete who has
picked up his new position quickly dur-
ing camp.
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DB Situation Rectified In A Season’s Time

By RICH LEONARDO
Buckeye Sports Bullatin Staff Writer

Whiat a difference a year makos,

Last year at this time, the single most

perplexing dilemma facing the OSU coach-
ing stafl was how in the world would or
could it possibly restock a secondary that
lost Shawn Springs, Ty Howard and Rob
Kelly to the NFL?
Fast forwarding to the present finds the
eurrent OSU secondary ranked as the top
group of defensive backs in the nation,
according to several preseason college foot-
ball publications,

“All the publicity about our secondary
being the best in the country only serves to
make us work even harder,” OSU senior
All-Amencan cornerback Antoine Winfield
said. “1 foel we are the bost secondary in col-
loge football as we're a veteran group, we're
talented and we know what we have to do
to be No. 1.*

Joining the 5-8, 180-pound Winfield in
0OSU's secondary are junior free safety Gary
Berry (6-0, 195), senior strong safety
Damon Moore (5-11, 200) and junior cor-
nerback Ahmed Plummer (6-0, 100).

“Obviously I'm anticipating great things
with having all four starters back from last
season, along with Central McClellion, who
was i very solid fifth defensive back in the
post and only seems to get better with
time,” OSU defensive backs coach Jon
Tenuta said.

With Moore agnin on shaky d aca-
demically, McClellion (5-11, 190) has been
practicing primarily at safety. The senior

could also shift to cornerback if 3

Junior Percy King (64, 210) enj a
big spring and is biding his time behind
Berry at free safety. Redshirt freshman
Greg Simpson (6-1, 205) is another option
at safety.
homores Holland Steele (5-11, 170)
and David Mitehell (6-1, 195) are backing
up Winfield and Plummer at the corners.
Senfor Ashanti Webb (5-11, 185) is also
vying for time there.

“Now we need a fow of our other young
players who've been in the system for o
while to step up and show that they're
ready to contribute,” Tenuta said. "But if
they're not up to the task, we've got four
new freshmen who look like pretty good
players.”

The four true freshmen Tenuta refecred
to are corners Nate Clements and Derek
Ross and safoties Willie “Cie” Grant and
Donnie Nickey. Clements, in particular,
could be nudging his way into the two-deep.

“All four of our freshman defensive
backs are very athletic, they're fust loarn-
ers, and despite the fact that they're obvi-
ously pressing themselves to be im ive,
they're hanging in there just fine,” Tenuta
said. “The older players help take care of
the rookies, so theyll show them the ropes
and hrIP them along as the season pro-
grosses,

Starters Solid

As lnst season progressed, it becaune
obvious that the concerns surrounding the
secondary at the start of fall practice were
unnecessary, a8 rock-solid performances
abounded.
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WE'VE GOT IT COVERED — The Buckeyes are blessed with not
one but two outstanding cover corners, something that's necessary
in this day and age. Antoine Winfield (11) and Ahmed Plummer
share a light moment at a recent practice,

Winfield, named to several All-
American teams, won consensus All-Big
Ten honors while totaling a team-leading
100 tackles, including 82 solos, three sacks,
12 passes broken up and two interceptions,

oore, despite enduring summaer school
difficultios, a badly sprained ankle and the
unfortunate death of his father during the
soason, still managed to earn All-Big Ten
honors, totaling 58 tackles, one sack and
two interceptions.

Plummer, a threetime OSU scholar
athlete and Academic All-Big Ten honoree,
started all 13 games last year totaling 42
tackles, six passes broken up and five inter-

ceptions. He returned one interception 83
yards for a touchdown (against Ilinois),
and his pick against Florida State in the

Sugar Bow! prevented a sure touchdown,

Berry started all 13 games last year and
tied Plummer for the team load with five
interceptions while also setting a new
school record with 166 interception return
yards. Berry finished the season with seven
passes broken up, 48 tackies and one sack

“There’s no pressure being considered
the top secondary, or the top team for that
malter, but rather [ view it as a great oppor-
tunity to go out there and prove that we are
indeed the best,” Moore said.

“Iwo years ago whea we had Shawn
Sp , Ty Howard and Rob Kelly in the
socondary, we were tops in the Big Ten, and
now this year we wart to go out and estab-
lish ourselves early as o strong point of our
defense and lot ing teams know that
passing successfully ngainst the Buckeyes
will be o very tough chore.”

Going from being viewed as question
marks to being the best in the country
socma like quite 1;’; %l;ahmm
own theary on w e 08 is
now 0 revered.

“It's superior coaching, plain and sim-
plo,” Tenuta said jokingly. "No, really,
they're all good kids, they've learned our
system, they're gifted athletically, they
know what's expected of them, and they all
strive to be the very best.

“Personally, I don't read all the prognos-
tications nbout who's the best at this and
that because I know if our guys produce out
on the field the way [ know they can and
the way they know they can, then all four of

them will have stellar seasons and their
success and hard work will be recognized
by everyone,” he added

Despite all the positive press that has
recently swrrounded the Buckeye sec.
ondary, they're more than aware that ith
nothing more than ink on paper

*Our being viewed as the top secondary
in the country is uothing but hype right
now as we need to go out and prove our abil-
ities on the field and let our performances
speak for themselves,” Plummer said.

“I hope teams try to throw maore in my
direction because I love the action and !
thrive on the challenges that every game
presents, The more teams throw or even
run in my direction, the more opportunities
1l have to contribute big plays.”

Last year big plays wers the norm for
Winfield as opposing teams continually
challenged the undersized comerback only
to find that bone-jarring tackles and sticky
coverage come from the heart, not the
hedght, of & man,

"You have to have that attitude that lets
your opponents know that you want them
to pass or run in your direction,” Winfield
said. 1 am looking forward to being chal-
Jonged through the air and on the ground,
as we're eager to prove that our No. 1 rank-
ing is well-desorved.”

The confidence exuded by both Winfield
and Plummer is a testament to their abili-
ties, especially since they are oftentimes loft
alone to defend big, fast receivers in search
of the end zone.

“A lot of times we have to put our corners
out there on an island and expect them to
defend their man one-on-one,” Tenuta said.
“It's a tough task, but one we feel Antoine
and Ahmed can handle. Now we have to
start working on finding n couple of other
guys that have the ability and the determi-
nation to perform at that same lovel.”

While Tenuta searches the ranks for
fearless and talonted reserves to stop up
when needed, he rests assured that it's his
four starters, along with McClellion, who
will be responsible for kee opponents
out of the end zone at crunch time.

“Well start with our nucleus of the five
players who performed so well for us last sea-
son and then just see who else works their
way into more playing time,” Tenuta said
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OHIO STATE FOOTBALL PREVIEW: SPECIAL TEAMS

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

Buckeyes Seek Improvement In Kicking Game

By RICH LEONARDO
Bucknye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

There's always excitement in the air
when the start of a new season of Ohio
State football is just on the horizon, and
this season seems to have a very special
air about it considering that the
Buckeyes have been tabbed as the pre-
season No. 1 team in the country,

If the 1998 senson is to indeed be
special, then the performance of OSU's
specinl teams will undoubtedly play a
major role in the Buckeyes' success,

“I feel in order to be a championship-
caliber tenm, your special teams have to
perform at a consistently high level,”
QSU assistant conch Bill Conley said.
“At least one, if not more than one,
game this season will be decided by the
play of our special teams, so their
importance cannot he overlooked.”

One area of OSU's special teams that
appears to be rock-solid is punting. The
Buckeyes roturn senior punter Brent
Bartholomew, who averaged a Big Ten-
leading 45.2 yards per kick last year.
That average was also good for 10th
nationally.

“I think Brent is one of the top pun-
ters in the country” OSU assistant
coach Chuck Stobart said. “He's
matured, he's gotten stronger, and he
has the ability to adjust his punts to
whatever the situation calls for.

“He's been our punter for three years
now and we're going to miss him terri-

bly next year, and
while he may not
statistically lead
the nation in
punting due to
some of the other
guys out West
kicking in light
air, I believe
there's nobody in
college football
who kicks the
ball higher or far-
ther than Brent.”

Last season's
performance earned Bartholomew first.
team All-Big Ten honors. In addition to
his lofty average and consistent hang
time, he also placed 20 of his punts
inside the opponents’ 20-yard line.

In OSUs 23-7 victory over lowa,
Bartholomew punted so effectively that
he helped OSU hold the Hawkeyes' All-
American return specialist Tim Dwight
to zero return yards.

“Last year I started working on my
punting year-round and I've kept that
practice up throughout this year as
well,” Bartholomew said. “If | can
improve as much this season as I did
last year, then my expectations for
myself will be to become not only the top
punter in the Big Ten, but also in the
nation,

“There's no secret to it, Hard work
and perseverance equal substantiul
rewards, and both myself and this team

Bartholomew

STOP!!

*Must 135,3 mgm

We need your help to fill
our lowa air charter,
Don't miss our air charter to lowa to see the Buckeyes. This
is a great opportunity to entertain your business clients and
support athletics at The Ohio State University.

The Buckeye Boosters is sponsoring a one day pri-
vate air charter to lowa. The trip includes non-stop air aboard
our private TWA charter, breakfast en route, game l;ickg’t and
ground Lmnspormlion to stadium.

Cost: N vempel 1:.,, vs.
~trlpf $329. per person *J
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jAddress: - ’:f :
iHomc phone: “Business p'hom: E
INo. of reservatians for lowa trip: @329, each. |
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Make checks payable to Buckeye Boosters and mail 1o
130 Wetherby Lane #2006, Westerville, Ohio 43081,
Questions? Call us at 614/895-5525.

are ready to reap our just due rewards.”

Stultz Also Excels )

Long hours of hard work have also
been turned in by sophomore place-
kicker Dan Stultz, who's looking to

team with
Bartholomew to
give the

Buckeyes one of
the most potent
kicking combos in
college football,
"Along  with
Brent's punting,
one of the other
positive aspects
of our special
teanms is  the
roturn  of our

Dan Stultz
place-kicker, Dan Stultz,” Conley said
“He needs to stay healthy, of course, and
kick the ball with a little more consis-
toncy because his leg strength is
already outstanding.

“Also our long snapper, Kevin
Houser, is back again, so our group of
spoecialists are both talented and expe-
rienced.”

Last season Stultz led the Buckoyes
in scoring with 92 points, which also
placed him fifth in the Big Ten, Stultz
hit 15 of 25 field goal attempts and 47
of 48 extra points. His 55-yard field
goal against Indiana was the second
longest in Ohio State history and the
longest in Ohio Stadium by a Buckeye.

“I missed 10 field goals last year, so
during the off-season | concentrated
my efforts on improving my accuracy
by kicking over and over from the out-
side hash marks,” Stultz said.

“The field goals from the middle of
the field don't come all that often, so 1
worked repeatedly on being more acou-
rate from all over the field. Going into
this season, I feel confident that I will
hit 85 to 90 percent of all the field goals
I attempt, regardloss of their distance.”

While Stultz has worked hard dur-
ing the off-season on his field-goal
aceuracy, he's more than aware of how
important his duties as a kickoff spe-
cialist are to the team's success,

“Placement and nccuracy are also
important on kickoffs and right now [
am consistently kicking the ball down
to between the S5-yard line and inside
the end zone,” Stultz said.

“With my kickoffs traveling so well
and my field goals becoming more
nccurate, I'm really looking forward to
attempting even longer and more cru-
cial field goals this year.”

Long field goal attempls were
nonexistent at Ohio State in the years
prior to Stultz's arrival, But if the
strong-legged sophomore can prove
that he can be accurate as well as long,
then Buckeye fans can come to expect
points where OSU used to have to
punt.

“If Danny shows us that he can con-
sistently hit the longer field goals, then
we'll certainly let him continue to
attempt them from even farther dis-
tances,” Conley said. “Again, his leg
strength is not an issue, and if he does
hecome more consistent, then [ feel he
has the ability to be one of the best
place-kickers to ever play here.”

Many Happy Returns
While OSU's kickofls nnd punts are

in the capable hands of Stultz and
Bartholomew, the Buckeye coaching
stafl is also looking for game-breaking
plays from their kickoff and punt
return units.

“We spend a lot of time on punt and
kickoff coverage and returns every day
in practice because they are a very
important part of our game plan,”
Conley said. “Having the right people
out on the field during our special
teams plays can mean the difference in
a game and a season.”

Juniors David Boston and Gary
Berry returned the majority of punts
for OSU last year and look to do so
again this season, but several of the
new freshmen may get a chance at
returning punts as well,

“A punt return is such a natural
type thing that it's really hard to work
on it because you never know what
angle the punt coverage guys will b
coming in at,” Boston said. *1 mean 1
work on fielding punts and such, but
the moves after | make the catch are
pretty much done on the fly."

Last season Boston returned 47
punts for 392 yards and an 8.3 average
per roturn, while Berry returned only
three punts.

*I try to work on fielding punts, but
really you're pretty much on your own
once the ball is in your hands as find-
ing a gap or using a certain move is
really more instinct than anything
else,” Borry said.

“A well-executed punt return can
change a game in an instant, just as a
mishandled punt ean result in a
turnover, so it's a vital part of the game
and a great opportunity to make some-
thing positive happen for your team.”

Returning kickoffs for the Buckeyes
was a task handled last season by
junior Michael Wiley and sophomore
Ken-Yon Rambo, although this year
may see the likes of sophomores Reggie
Germany, Derek Combs and Jerry
Westbrooks along with the possibility
of a few freshmen getting their oppor-
tunities as well.

*I learned a long time ago that
finding the right guys to play on spe-
cinl teams is essential to those special
teams boing successful,” Stobart said.
“Not everybody has the desire and the
instinet to block or return kicks, so
when you find players who handle
those tasks well, then you've found
the keys to building truly special
teama,

“Our guys have a lot of pride, and |
think you'll see evidence of that pride
demonstrated on our special teams
throughout the season.”

Last yenr Wiley averaged 26.5 yards
per kickoff return as he ran back 13
kickoffs for 344 yards and one touch-
down. Wiley's touchdown was a 100-
yard effort during OSU’s 44-13 dis-
mantling of Bowling Green. Rambo,
meanwhile, returned just four kickoffs
for 100 yards and a 25,0 average per
return,

“Our special teams are the ones who
really have to rise to the occasion and
be dominant this year,” Conley said.

“Our punt and kickeff return and
punt and kickoff coverage units have to
work extremely hard and play with a
level of enthusinsm if they're going to
make the difference in our season the
way [ believe they must.”

34 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN September 5, 1998



It seems like the entire John Cooper
tenure at Ohio State has been building up
to this 1998 season. Throughout Cooper’s
stay in Columbus, there have been hints of
that magical season which all football fans
live for, Unfortunately, that type of season
has eluded the Buckeyes for 30 years.

Now it seems that the players are in
place, the coaching staff is in place, the
schedule is favorable, and —
even the stars are pmpmrly aligned l'ur 0
run ot the national championship,
Virtually every pollster in the country
seema to agres, as the Buckeyes are a solid
proseason No, 1.

I'm not going to get too hyped up about
this lofty presenson ranking. This time of
year the Buckeyes always look strong to
me. And when you consider how many
times in the ‘90z the Bucks have been
knocking on the national championship
door well into November and fallen short,
I'm not going to buy my tickets to Tempe
just yet. Theres a lot of football to be
played between now and Jan. 4.

Still, on paper at least, you have to think
the u.chsyuu have ns good a chance as
anyone to finish the season No, 1,

Fred Pagac has tumed the Ohio State
difense from a tentative group and a team
weakness to an attacking strength. And
with nine starters back from last year's
unit that was seventh in the country in
total defense, there is no renson — barring
neademic casunitios or injuries — to think
the Buckeyes won't again be among the
nation’s best.

The starters in the secondary, led by
Antoine Winfield, are outstanding, and the
depth should be stronger thia year as the
backups all have an added year of experi-
ence and a newcomer such as Nate
Clements might also lend an immediate
hand.

At linebacker, Andy Katzenmoyer won
the Butkus Award last year whilo only a
sophomore, which pretty much speaks for
itsolf Jerry Rudzinalki is stoady on one side
and the addition of the speed and athleti-
cism of Na'il Diggs on the other should
koep this a unit in the tradition of Ohio
State linebackers of years past. Only a lack
of experience among the reserves is a
potentinl problem here.

The line was the weakest link of the
defense last year and probably remains the
unit's biggost quastion mark. Fortunately
for Pagnc, he has a wealth of young, tal-
ented athletes to ghuttle in and out this
year 8o ot the least the line will be fresher
this season.

Converted linebacker and junior college
transfer James Cotton seems to be a wild
card here. If he and the other young line-
men can put more pressure on opposing
quarterbacks this season, it will be very
tough to score on the Buckeyes.

On offense, you have to be exeited about
the OSU passing game. Joe Germaine
finally gets the quarterback job to himsell
and he has an unlimited selection of
receivers to throw to. Germaine has
already proven that he can be virtually
unstoppable through the air with his
touch, ability to see all receivers, and will-
ingness to stay in the pocket, even under
intense pressure. His trademark cool
demeanor s bound to come in handy in
some tight spot down the road.

David Boston's and Dee Miller’s num-
béers are concrote proof they are among the
pation’s elite. They are a handful for any
socondary. But if Germaine and the
Buckeyes want to really stretch out a

Originally Published: Sept. 5, 1998

Time To See If Season Lives Up To Its Billing

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

defense, they can add the likes of potentinl
stars Reggie Germany or Ken-Yon Rambo
or a host of other fine receivers to the line-
up along with Boston and Miller to truly
creats a nightmare for opposing secon-
daries.

The Buckeyes can also give more free-
dom to Miller and Bostan by malking better
use of John Lumpkin as a receiver this sea-
son. The huge tight end looks like NFL
materinl and should be another naset for
Ohio State.

Even with all that perial firepower, o
Buckaye team is never going to go too far
without a strong running attack. The three

in their carvers than Eddie George did
alone in his Heisman Trophy season, Yet it
would seem that among Michael Wiley, Joe
Montgomery and Derek Combs, there is
mmﬂ:mmghulmttmmmmd
balance to the vaurted B air attack
if they get any kind of blocking from the
offensive line,

And there lies the potentinl Achilles’ heel
of the 1998 Ohio State football team.

The good news is that all five projectad
starters were starters for part or all of last
season. That's also the bad news, as the
offensive line was the team's wealest link
in 1997,

While Rob and Kurt Murphy, Ben
Gilbert, Tyson Walter and Brooks Burris
all should be improved with another year
under their belts, they still have to prove
that they are a national championship-cal-
iber unit. They — along with the graduat-
ed Eric Gohlstin — certainly didn't look to
be of that caliber al con-
tender Florida State in the Sugar Bowl.

And take a look at the depth chart.
Unless a couple of up-and-comers get
healthy, there not a lot for the Buckeyes
mn

reserve,

1 really beliove the offensive line to be
the key to the season for Ohio State. I don't
care how good Germaine and his receivers
are, You can't pass if you're on your back.
And, ns mentioned, the running backs will
need a solid performance from the line if
they are to be effective.

If the offensive lina plays up to the level
of soma of the great OSU lines of the puast,
well, maybe the Buckeyes will end up No.
1in the anly poll that really counts, the one
after the Fiesta Bowl,

On The Spot

The guys on the offensive line aren't the
only Buekeyes on the spot. Here are some
others | see o8 needing to prove something
this year if the Buckeyes are to go all the
way:
+ Germaine — Many have clamored for
Germaine to be the full-time starter for the
past two seasons. It's his show now. Will he
be as effective now that defenses can pre-
pare just for him? He has yet to beat
Michigan, and despite all his yardage
ngninst Penn State last season, the
Buckoyes lost.

* Katzenmoyer and Winfield —
Buckeye fans will tell you that they are the
best at their positions in the country. But
the two need to step up and make the big
pliys in big games that can put those con-
tests in the win column for the Buckeyes,

the type of big plays that helped earn
Michigan's Charles Woodson the Heisman
Trophy. Solid play is great, but plays like
the hit Katzenmoyer put on Missouri's
Caorby Jones last year to turn that game
win championships,

* Mike Jacobs — Now in his second
season ns offensive coordinator, Jacobs has
to prove that the Buckeyes didn't lose a
beat when Walt Harris, still thought by
many to be OSU's offensive guru duri

uring
his stay in Columbus, left for Pitt. The

are there, Will Jacobs leave his
on OSU offensive football?

And, of course:

* John Cooper — defenders
are quick to point out that Tom Osborne at
Nebraska and Bobby Bowden at Florida
State were often the bridesmaids, yet they

are still considered among the coaching
el.i!a However, there is one difference
between Cooper and Osborne and Bowden,
The latter two both eventually won nation-
nl championships.

Is this the year Cooper joins them in
winning it all, finally proving his detrac-
tors wrong?

Follow The Bucks On The Road
As many of you know, the Buckeye

wea|

Boosters trip to Illinois has been canceled.
However, Prime Tours and San-Dar Tours
are both offering unique trips to the game
on Oct. 10. The San-Dar trip includes a side
trip to the Indy 500 Hall of Fame, while the
Prima trip features Prime’s patented “guar-
anteed OSU victory.”

For details on the Prime Tours trip to
Illinois or trips to Northwestern or Indiana,
call Uniglobe Travel Rasources at (614)
459-5455, San-Dar Tours can be reached at
(B0O0) 743-8345.

1f you live in the Champaign, 111, area or
want to drive mrfurtheﬂl.inmlnme.
Ohio State's nlumni association will ba hav-
ing a brunch four hours before kickoff and
game tickets are included in the cost of the
brunch. The event will be held at the
Clarion Hotel, formerly the Chancellor Inn,
at 15601 Neil St. and costs $50 with game
ticket or $25 without. For more informa-
tion, call Doak Ewing at (630) 527-8890.

Alumni brunches for the West Virginia
and Northwestern games are sold out, but
tickots still remain for the Indiana and
Towa alumni events. These brunches
include tickets to the game also. For more
information, call the alumni association at
(614) 292-2500,

There is also still space available for
Buckeye Boosters’ one-day charter air trip
to lown on Nov. 14. This is a great way to
see a big game on the road but not spoil
your entire weekend. For more informa-
tion, see the Boosters ad on page 34 or call
Carole Miller at (614) 895-6525.

BUCKEYE SCOREBOARD

FOOTBALL

The football schedule appears on page 4 with
Ohlo State Insider.

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL

Sepi. 1 INDIANA STATE, 7 p.m.; 4 at Hawail
Tournamant va. Florida; 5 at Hawaii; 6 at Hawaii
Tournamant vi. UCLA; 11 BUCKEYE [NVITA-
TIONAL wa XAVIER, 7 p.m.; 12 HUCKEYE INVI.
TATIONAL ve. OREGON STATE or NEBRASKA, §
or 7 pm; 15 MARSHALL m.; 16 PITTS
BURGH, 7 p.m.; 20 CLEV'EMHB STATE, 2 pon;
tate; 26 at Minnesota,

;3 at [llinols; 9 WISCONSIN, 7
pn;:omwn.'rgn;:omm:memmm pog
17 MICHIGAN, mi; 23 at Nerthwestarn; 34 st
Indiana; 30 [LLINOIS, 7 pao.; 31 PURDUE, 7 pm

Nav. 6 at lowa; 7 at Wisconsin; 11 PENN STATE,
7 pm.; 13 MINNESOTA, 7 p.m.; 20 at Michigan; 21
at Michi State; 27 INDIANA, 7 pm,; 28
NOR RN, 7 pm

HOCKEY

Sept. 2 LOUISVILLE: 8 at Virginia; 7 at 5t
Louls; 19 at St J 's; 20 at Temple; 25 NORTH-
WESTERN; 27 IOWA; 30 CENTRAL MICHIGAN

Oct. 4 PENN STATE; 9 at Michigan, 11 &t
Michigan State; 14 MIAMI (OHI ‘16 at
Northwestern; 18 at lowa; 23 mcmow STATE;
25 MICHIGAN; 28 at Kent.

Now. | at Penn State; 0-8 Big Ten Tournament ut
Michigan State

MEN'S SOCCER

Sept. 1 DAYTON; 4 EVANSVILLE; @ FURMAN,
11 at Butler; 13 BOWLING GREEN; 18 ¢ Eastern
[llinois; 20 st Nerthwestern; 25 at Creighton va.
Drake; 27 at Creighton; 30 at Wright State,

Oct. 4 WISCONSIN; T XAVIER; 11 MICHIGAN
STATE; 18 at Penn State; 285 INDIANA: 28
CLEVELAND STATE.

Nov, 1 CINCINNATI; 7 at Virginia; 13-15 Big
Ton Tournament at Nerthwestern.

WOMEN'S SOCCER

Sept. 1 st Evansville; 8 at Loulewille; 0 at
Dayten, 11 PURDUE; 18 XAVIER; 18 ILLINOIS;
:Jnul.'l Indiana; 25 MICHIGAN STATE; 27 MICHI-

Oct., 2 at Penn Btate; 7 WEST VIRGINIA; 0 at
lowa; 11 at Minnesots; 18 WISCONSIN; 18
NORTHWESTERN; 23 WISCONSIN-GREEN
BAY, 28 DETROIT, 27 at Wright State; 31
ARKANSAS

Nowv. -l Big Tan Tournament at Penn State
'S BASKETBALL
Sea Court Report on page 64

ICE HOCKEY
Note: Home games after Dec. 5 played in Jereme

Schottenstain Cantar.

Oct. 2 WILFRID LAURIER, 7 pum; 0 ot lee
Breaker lnvitational vi. Boston College at
Minnsapolis, 4 p.m.; 10 st [ce Breaker Invitational
va. St. Lawrence or Minnesota st Minneapolis § or
B pmi; 16 at Lake Superior, 7 pm.; 17 at Farrle
State, 7 pan.; 23 at Notrd Dame, 7 pm; 34 at
Michigan Buu 7 p.m.; 31 at Niagara, 5 pm.

Nov. 6 at Michigan State, 7 p.m; 7 at Western
Michigan, 7 p.m,, 13 MICHIGAN B'I!'ATE.‘.I' m., 14
NORTHERN MICHIGAN, 7 pm.; 1AMI
(OHIO), 20 at Miami (Ohla), 7T pom; M-ﬂ at
Alsaks. F-E'ln.nh E

Dec. 46 NOTRE , T pa; 27 st Mariusel
Clasule va. Boaton Unlnmlr at Minneapolis, 4
pem; 28 ar Marioesi Classic va. Prineston or
Minnesota at Minnsapolis, 4 or 7 poo

Jan. 2 MICHIGAN, 7 p.m.; T LAKE SUPERI-
OR, 7 p.m.; 9 LAKE SUPERIOR, nooo; 19 at
Mllml rOhm. T pm; 18 at Cornell, 7 p.m.; 17 nt
Calgate, noon; 21 FERRIE STATE, 7 p.m.; 23
MICHIGAN, 8 or 9 pm. 20.30 W RN
MICHIGAN, 7 p.m..

Feb, 8 at Bowling Green, 7 p.m; 6 at Michigan,
7 pm; 12:13 a1 Northern kll.l'lll 7 pm; 10

RR]SS‘I‘ATE.T pm.; 20 ALASKA-F ATRBANKS,

Mnmh 2 BOWLING GREEN, 7 pm; & st
Bowling Green, 7 pm ; 12.14 ccl{AQumuﬂmh
&1 campun sitss; 19 CCHA Semifinals at Detroit, 20
CCHA Finals at Datroit; 26-237 NCAA Eant
Ragional at Worcester, Mans; 27.28 NCAA Waat
Regional at Madisen, Wis

April 1 NCAA Semifinals at Anaheim, Calif: 3
NCAA Finals atmguw Calif.

1909 FOOTBALL
Sept. 11 UCLA; 18 OHIO U,; 25 CINCINNATI
Oct. 2 WISCONSIN, 9 PURDU'E 18 at Penn
State; 23 at Minnescta, 30
Nov. 6 ot Michigan Sm- l! ILLINOIS; 20 1
Michigan,
08U

L
Sept. 2 FRESNO STATE, D at Arizonn; 10
MIAMI (OHI0); 23 PENN STATE.
Oct. 7 at Wisconun; 14 MINNESOTA: 21 at
lewa, 28 ut Purdue
Now. 4 MICHIGAN STATE, 11 at Tlineis; 18
MICHIGAN,
2001 OSU FOOTBALL
(Non-Conference Only)
Sept. 8 AKRON, 15 THA; 23 at UCLA
2002 OSU FOOTHALL
(Non-Conference Only)
Sept. 7 KENT STATE; 14 TBA; 21 at Clacinnati
tat Paul Brown Fiald)
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