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Buckeyes See

Youth Gets A Shot In 49-0 Win Over Toledo

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

The present for Ohio State football
looks pretty good — the Buckeyes hold a
commanding lead on the top spot in both
major polls.

But if OSU's 49-0 win over Toledo Sept.
12 is any indication, the program's future
could be pretty bright as well.

Sure, the old standbys like Joe
Germaine, David Boston and Dee Miller
all got to have their fun in the sun against
the Rockets,

But so did a whole new breed of
Buckoyes with names like Gormany,

UPRIGHT AND TOUGH — Jonathan Wells displays
the running style that propelled him to stardom in
Louisiana and has earned him third-string status at
the hallowed OSU tailback spot. Wells charged
ahead for 48 yards on 10 carries against the Rockets. 7 hile

Cheatwood, Wells, and another guy
named Bellisari.

"Games like this are real fun, especial-
ly for the younger guys,” said OSU tail-
back Michael Wiley, who blistered Toledo
himself for 151 yards and a touchdown.
“They get to have some play time for their
families.”

Wiley should know. It was just two
years ago when, playing his first college
game, he scored touchdowns the first
three times he touched the ball in a 70-7
rout of Rice.

The Toledo game could have gotten
that bad = the Buckeyes led 42-0 at half-
time. The huge lead allowed OSU coach
John Cooper to substitute early and often.

“We looked at
all the young foot-
ball players that
we're probably
going to play this
year,” Cooper said.
“We played a lot of
young football
players and put
the ball game out
of reach early and
had a chance to
play all those
young guys. It
turned out real
good for us.”

Miller, who
snagged o touch.
down catch in the
win, said games
like Toledo help

develop  OSU's
young talent
“It just gets

them the experi-
ence and how to
handle the home
crowd and the col-
lege atmosphere,”
he said. *They got
to come out and
make some big
plays.”

Boosting The
Offense

A ton of first-
and second-year
players came up
big in the Toledo
win, especially on
offense.

Sophomore
receiver  Reggie
Germany caught a
pair of touchdown
2 in the win

freshman
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Their Future

tailback Jonathan
Wells churned out
48 yards on 10 car-
ries,

“It was good to
get a lot of those
young kids in there
to seo what they can
do in game situa-
tions,” said OSU
offensive coordina-
tor Mike Jacobs.

“I think our tail-
backs looked pretty
good today. Both our

younger guys, Derek
Combs and
Jonathan Wills,

looked good. Jamar
Martin and Sean
Penny both got some
snaps at fullback.”

Sophomores
Henry Fleming and
Tam Hopkins played
quite a bit at right
tackle and right
guard, respectively. A pair of freshmen,
Austin Moherman and Steve Bellisari, got
their first taste of playing quarterback at
the collegiate level.

Goermany’s heroics — he caught touch-
down passes of 6 and 47 yards — showed
that the Buckeyes have more than just
two dependable receivers:

"Reggie is a groat receiver,” Germaine
said. "He may not get some of the credit
he deserves because of David and Dee, but
he's up there with the best of them. We
ean count on him on every play.”

For Germany, who had just one catch
all of last season, it was fun to be asked to
come to the postgame interview room and
actually have somothing tangible to talk
about.

“This is by far the most time I've ever
played,” he said. “This is an exciting time
in my life, coming from not playing too
much to playing a real role in the victory.

“It's a real big step, especially playing
at Ohio State. You have the David Bostons
and the Dee Millers. They are two of the
premier receivers in the country. I'm try-
ing to follow in their footsteps and do a
good job.”

Germany’s touchdown catches came in
the second quarter as the Buckeyes built
their commanding lead.

“One was more of a slant-shade, while
the other was a post,” he said, recounting
the patterns that helped put him in the
end zone. “The first one was man-to-man.
The coach told me to give him a good
inside move. He went for the fake, so I

JETY DREA

MR. EXCITEMENT — Wearing the familiar jersey
of predecessor Stanley Jackson, freshman Steve
Bellisari provides a spark in his relief time at quar-
terback in the rout of Toledo, Bellisari also saw time
on kick coverage and at safety for the Buckeyes,

was able to get outside and Joe put the
ball right there.

“On the second one the coach told me
to get as close to him and then make my
post move. Mark Garela put the ball right
there.”

The coach Germany is referring to is
0OSUs venerable wide receivers guru,
Chuck Stobart. Besides Stobart, Germany
said he has truly benefited from studying
the work of Miller and Boston

“With Dee and Dave, they have con-
trasting styles,” he said. “Together, they
make the best tandem in the country. You
learn a lot about running routes, how Lo
catch the ball and how to get open from
those guys. You learn how to get open and
catch the ball when it's crunch time

“It's amazing. It's like the torch is
passed down from generation to genera-
tion. It's like the father handing down a
ring to his son. It's like tradition, basical-
ly. From all the great receivers we've had
down to Dee and Dave, you learn a lot by
watching the receivers in front of you.”

Moherman, a redshirt freshman, fol-
lowed Germaine and Garein into the
game in the third quarter. He played one
series and threw one incomplete poss
before giving way to Bellisari

The true freshman — the brother of
former OSU captain Greg Bellisari —
enjoyed one of the day's loudest crowd
reactions when he entered the game at
quarterback midway through the fourth
quarter.

Continued On Page 10
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“That makes me foel great,” Bellisari
said of the ovation. “That pumped the
offense up a little bit. We tried to got
something started, but we had some
penalties that hurt us.”

He had already been a big hit on OSU's
special teams, covering kicks, and appear-
ing as a backup safety in the waning
moments of the West Virginia opener.

Against Toledo, Bellisuri completed 3
of 5 passes for 24 yards and also seram-
bled for nice yardage after aveiding a
sack, although the play was negated by
penalty.

“That’s what we've been seeing in prac-
tice from Steve, so we're not disappoint-
ed,” Jacobs said. “At the same time,
Austin Moherman has also been playing
pretty well in practice. We think we'll
have a real race with those two young
man in another year.”

Bellisari said he weighed redshirting
this season but then decided to do what-
ever it took to get on the field.

“Personally, I expocted to play," he
suid. “I worked for it. I'm a little bit excit-
od

“T'm just trying to do whatever they
ask me w do, If they want me to play
offinse, its offense. If its defense, it's
defense

“l actually feel it helps me to play
defense. Anytime you get experience on
tha other side of the ball, I think it helps
with your position.”
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Youngsters Revel In Chance To Play Early

Bellisari, an excellent high school stu-
dent, had become a true pupil of the
game. When asked which position group
meetings he attends, he replied wearily, *1
sit in all of them, 1 go to every single meet-
ing — for DBs, quarterbacks and special
teams.”

Bellisari and the coaches agreed that
his forays to defense and the special
teams would not hinder his progress us a
quarterback.

“That was something I wanted to
make sure — that 1 would have a shot at
quarterback,” he said. “They said, You're
a quarterback and we're going to give you
that shot when the time comes. That's
what I'm striving for.

“1 felt real comfortable back there
today. It's like a dream come true.”

Bellisari said he is also getting support
from his brother Greg, now a linebacker
with the NFL's Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

“He's so excited for me," he said, “He's
just glad I'm doing it."

Another true freshman making his
mark — and also leaving a lot of bruises
— is the 6-1, 220-pound Wells. Playing as
O8U's third tailback behind Wiley and
Joe Montgomery, Wells debuted at WVU
by carrying four times for 27 yardas.

“That iz great for me,” Wells said.
“That was my goal coming into fall camp
— to play as hard as I can and to show-
case my talent. Hopefully I could get some
quality reps in the game, and | have and
I've tried to make the most of it.”

Wells' glee was apparent when he
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You can take
advantage of
CPR's unique
buying and
selling
techniques by
calling CPR.

The Woody
Hayes Log
Cabin Retreat

"Cabin Fever" - Log On!

A log cabin retreat owned by legendary Ohio State University
football coach Woody Hayes and his late wife Anne will be offered
for sale to the public in a new and revolutionary way. The sale is
scheduled for auction at 9:00 P.M. Oct.2, on the eve of the Ohio
State-Penn State game, in the Buckeye Hall of Fame Café. In what
we believe is a real estate first, the live auction will be linked to the
internet, where prospective buyers will be able to place bids in real
time from anywhere in the world and see competitive bids on their
sCreen.

Thanks to another facet of CPR's technology, prospective bidders
around the world can take a virtual tour of the cabin and sce it as the
coach and his wife did.

We feel very privileged to be part of the establishment of the
Anne Hayes Memorial Scholarship for Academic
Excellence at the College of Social Work

Our web site will continue to provide updated information on the
auction,

found the end zone on a 7-yard run late in
the win at West Virginia,

“I turned the corner and saw no one
there,” he said. “My eyes got big. When |
got in there, [ kind of forgot everything. It
was o great feeling, though.”

Wells, a Louisiana native, admits it is
weird playing college football in Ohio and
getting appreciable playing time on the
nation's No. 1-ranked team.

“1 have to give the credit to God,” said
Wells, who picked the Buckeyes over
North Carclina and Auburn last winter.
“He helped me pick this place to come and
play football. I'm getting quality reps. You
can’t ask for anything better than that as
a freshman.”

Speaking For The Defense

0OSU's young lions did not roar only on
offense. The Buckeyes continued rotating
their defensive linemen, and a collection
of youthful lineb defi

s and ive
backs also got into the act.

“I think {cornerback) Nate Clements
played pretty well," said OSU defensive
coordinator Fred Pagac. “Those young
defensive linemen were playing pretty
well. Timmy Cheatwood made a few
plays. Joe Cooper and Jason Ott were
running around out there.”

Up front, freshman Mike Collins is
rotating primarily with Clinton Wayne at
defensive tackle. He participated in a
taclklo-for-loss at WVU and was solid
nguinst Toledo,

“We'ro rotating as many as three peo-
ple at a time, so you don't get that much
time,” Collins said. *You get cool a little

bit, and [ don't like that. But it helps us as
o defense.

“I'm going to play my role until it's my
time."

Freshman Ryan Pickett, one of OSU's
prize recruits last winter, also played
quite a bit at the other defensive tackle
spot, notching four tackles,

Redshirt freshman Ott appears to be
the heir apparent to Andy Katzenmoyer
at middle linebacker. The 64, 240-
pounder notched four tackles against the
Rockets.

Once OSU had built a comfortable
margin, Ott was flanked by heavy hitters
on both sides. Sophomore Cooper, seeing
his first action this year after missing last
year due to Prop 48, led OSU with seven
tackles. Redshirt freshman Tim
Cheatwood denied a late Toledo scoring
bid with an interception and logged six
tackles of his own.

Cheatwood and Clements combined on
the hit of the day on Toledo receiver Brock
Kreitzburg. He caught a pass near the
OSU sideline and Cheatwood and
Clements crushed him, sending a bright
red mouthpiece into the air,

“Tim Cheatwood played the whols sec-
ond half,” John Cooper said. "He few
around, made some plays. He's a converted
strong safoty and now we've got him play-
ing outside linebacker. Ho's a good football
player, a real tough football player.”

In the secondary, Clements and sopho-
more David Mitcholl ably backed up
05U stellar corners Antoine Winfield
and Ahmed Plummer, Freshman Derck
Ross also saw playing time at safety,

These
Home
Games

Are

S e SR L T T £ e ' Y =
hoose your pleasure: Ofso State checkers game with scariat and pray helmet
ploces, $22; 500+ plece OSU Buckaye jigsaw puzria for hours of fun, §12; or offl.
cial Parker Brothers suthorized edition of Monopoly® for The Ohio State University.

$32. Pricas include tax & shipping. ORDER TODAY!

Winners—

Guaranteed!

'r ¥ n';'

The Buckeye Connection
400 N. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215
[Columbus Convention Center)

614-228-0196
Fax 614-228-9033

Please enter my order for ___ Checkers Puzzles, andior ___ OSU Monopoly®
Authorized Edition. My order will ba shipped prepaid 1o the address below, -

8 is enclosed by (0 Money Order 01 VISA 0 Mastercard O] Discover
Crodit Card # Expiration Date

Name

Address

City State Zip

O Piease add me to your mailing list

Pay to The Buckeye Connection and order by phone, fax, or mail as shown above

10 » BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN September 19, 1998



OHIO STATE VS. TOLEDO
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OSU Grounds Rockets 49-0

Buckeyes Cruise To 42-Point
Halftime Lead In Laugher

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

It may have bean Toledo's first-ever
vigit to the Horseshoe, but Ohio State did
not mind playing the rude host.

Wo thought this was a conference
game, to be honest with you,” said OSU
tailback Joe Montgomery. “Our whole
concept was that the Big Ten had start-
ed.”

Sure enough, the top-ranked
Buckeyes played their in-state Mid-
Amaerican Conference guest from the
Gilass City with the kind of intensity usu.
ally reserved for the likes of lowa, Penn
State or Michigan, rolling to a 49-0 win
before 93,149 Sept. 12 at Ohio Stadium.

‘If you could seript a ball game, that is
about how you would want one to go,”
suid OSU coach John Cooper. “We
jumped on them early, and our defense
played solid "

The Buckeyes (2-0) dominated on both
rides of the ball, racking up 512 yards
total offense while holding UT (1-1) to
just 184, The Rockets managed just one
first down in the first half and didn't
move the ball intw OSU territory until
midway through the third quarter.

“Like every game, wo want to attack
teams,” said OSU cornerback Ahmed
Plummer, who had one of O5U%s five
interceptions, “We don't want to sit back
and have teams attack us. | think today
wao were able to establish that

“We got in the quarterback’s face and
made him make decisions quickly. I think
we got him a little bit flustered.”

Individually, tailback Michael Wiley
rushed for 151 yards and two touchdowns
on 13 carries. Freashman Jonathan Wells
added 48 yards on 10 totes.

“When you're supposed to beat teams,
you dont want to have them hanging

around until the third or
fourth quarter,” Wiley said,
“We come out and estab-
lished ourselves.”

OSU played four quar-
terbacks and, counting a
Wells halfback option pass,
had five players attempt a
pass. Starter Joe Germaine
wan 13 of 21 for 150 yards
and three (ouchdowns
before giving way to backup
Mark Garcia, who complet-
ed 5 of 11 passes for B3
yards and a score.,

Freshmen Austin
Moherman (0 of 1) and
Steve Bellisari (3 of 5 for 24
yards) also saw action.

Ten Buckeyes caught
passes, led by Reggie
Germany (three catches for
63 yards and two touch.
downs), David Boston (five
for 55 yards and a score)
and Dee Miller (four for 54
yards and a TD),

Ohio State scored on
aach of its first three pos-

sossions, holding leads of
21-0 after one quarter and
42-0 at halftime.

“This was a good game
because we were able to look
at all the young players
we're going to play this
year," Cooper said. “We were able to put
the ball game away early and concentrate
on that.

“I like giving our second team the
chance to play early in the year. We now
know what we need to work on with these
guys”

Toledo coach Gary Pinkel and his
team took the beating like men. The
Rockets, among the nation’s winningest

programs in the 1990s, had no answers
for the Buckeyes.

“Thy got after us pretty well,” Pinkel
said, “After watching their West Virginia
tape, | knew without a doubt that we
were playing one of the top two or three
teams in the country.”

As it Happonod
Toledo backed the Buckeyes to their
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DAMON DOES MORE — Ohio State senior Damon Moore (13) makes an out-
standing play on Toledo tight end Isaiah Jackson (89) in the first quarter of
the Buckeyes' big win. Moore had the first of five OSU interceptions.

own 2-yard line with an early punt. But
the barrage began quiclkdy as OSU moved
98 yards in five plays, Germaine hit
Boston for a 12-yard gain to get OSU off
its own goal line

Three plays later Wiley took a pitch
right and made a number of nifty cuts,
eventually dodging UT's Kelly Herndon
downfield and rolling for a 76-yard touch-
down run.

WE BACK
OUR TEAM!

Tuffy
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GROVE CITY
2131 Stringtown Rd,
(614) B71.4020
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OHIO STATE VS, TOLEDO

(Fullback Matt) Keller got a good
block — the whole offense got a good
bloek — but their guy was forcing me out-
side, so 1 tried to jump inside real hard,”
snid Wiley, whose journey tied for the
fifth-longest run in OSU history.

“Then Dee Miller was my little escort
down the field. He walled off the last guy
and I got into the end zone.”

The pln} gave OSU a 7-0 lead with

1:66 left in the first quarter.

“It was good to open the game like that
because weo started with bad field posi-
tion,” Wiley said. *We happened to break
n big play and the offense was back in the
groove.”

08U regnined possession at its own
45-yard line after a ‘Toledo punt. This
time the Buckeyes needed just two plays.
Germaine hit Boston for 23 yards on first
down.

Then, after OSU was penalized for
illegal motion, Germaine went down the
right sideline to a wide-open Miller for
the 37-yard TD pass. UT linebacker
Keith Travis slipped on the play, and
Herndon was slow to provide help. The
play gave OSU a 14-0 lead with 9:39 left
1n the first quarter,

*That was a great call by our coaches,
Coach (Mike) Jacobs and Coach (Tim)
Salem up in the box,” Germaine said.
“They must have seen somothing. Dee got
himself wide open. It was one of those
where you just want to hand it to him.”

Miller added, “That was just a simple
up-and-out pattern. Dave (Boston) took
the man on thoe poat. The rover didn't get
out in the flat, and it was just an easy
touchdown throw for Germaine and me.”

DSU's next score was set up ns safety
Damon Moore made a sliding intercep-

tion of UT"s Chris Wallace at the Rockots'

18-yard line.

It took four plays to convert the
turnover into points as Germaine lofted a
pass to Boston, who skied over UTs
Jameel Turner for the 5-yard touchdown
to put the Buckeyes up 21-0 with 7:06 left
in the first quarter

OSU was forced to punt on its next
two possessions but got back into the
scoring column early in the second quar-
tor after Plummer intercepted a Wallace
pass at the Toledo 45.

It took six plays to convert this miscue
into points. Koller helped set up the score
with a 18-yard pickup on a draw. One
play later Wiley took a pitch loft and,
roddu:{ blocks by Keller and tight end
Steve Wisniewaka, cut back and scored on
an 11-yard run to up the OSU lead to 28-
0 with 13:37 left in the first half

0SU's next score was also set up by an
interception Linebacker Andy
Katzenmoyer hit Wallace as he threw,
causing o wobbly pass that Na'il Diggs
picked off and returned to the Toledo 6.

On first down there, Germaine lobbed
a G-yard scoring pass to Germany. That
extended the load to 36-0 with 8:43 left in
the first half.

Boston'’s 16.yard punt return late in
the half set up OSU's next touchdown,
which again was the result of just one
play. Garcin dialed up Germany on a 47-
yard post pass, making it 42-0 with 3:00
left in the half.

05U went back with the starters to
open the second half and Germaine engi-
neered a 12-play, 80-yard scoring drive.
He hit three passes on the drive, which
was capped by Wiley’s 4-yard sweep into
the end zone. That gave OSU a 49-0 lead
with 11:09 left in the third quarter.

Game Notes

* Perhaps the only blemish on the

o was OSU's play on special teams.
E\-uaton and Gary Berry combined to mis-
handle three punt returns and OSU's
field goal unit provided near-disastrous
results,

“If I was disappointed with one phase
of this game, it was our field goal kick-
ing," Cooper said.

Kicker Dan Stultz missed field goals of
36 and 44 yards, hitting the left upright
on the longer one, and long snapper
Kevin Houser's snap on a 2l-yard
attempt just before halftime bounced to
and away from holder Brent
Bartholomew,

Sitting on & 42-point lead, OSU raised
eyehrows by calling a pair of timeouts in
the half's waning seconds to set up that
attempt,

"It was called (from the sideline)”
Cooper admitted. “Actually, what we did
is we wanted to run our two-minute
offense right before halftime. We wanted
to let those guys run the two-minute, and
it's quite obvious they needed the work. A
couple times we had to wait to call time-
outs.”

* While OSU's first-team offense
played the first series in the second half,
the first-team defense was used only
piecemenl after halltime.

“That's the first time in my coaching
career 1 can remember not sending the
entire first-tenm defense out to start the
second half,” Cooper said.

“I think it's also the first time one of
my teams had 400 yards offense at half-
time.”

# Ohio State has now won 20 straight
home opencrs, Cooper is now 11-0 in
home openers.

* There were plenty of interceptions,
Plummer's pick was the sixth of his
carcer, while Moore's was his 11th, Diggs,
Percy King and Tim Cheatwood all
notched their first carver picks.

* Linebacker Joe Cooper led OSU
with seven tacklos.
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The sun wasn't the only thing doing the
burning at Ohie Stadium. No, the
Buckoyes themselves did a nice job leaving
visiting Toledo burnt to a crisp.

Tho Buckeyes scored on a number of big
plays, including a simple toss sweep to
Michael Wiley that went for 76 yards and
put OSU on the board. Joe Germaine
hooked up with Dee Miller for a 37-yard
score midway through the first quarter,
and relief QB Mark Garcin had his
meament in the sun with a pmll}' 47-yard
TD toss to Reggie Germany in the third.

All in all, it was a big-play parade that
left Toledo trampled.

“We were able to hit the big plays
because of our running game,” OSU quar-
terback Joe Germaine said, “They started
out with those eight guys in the box, play-
ing us very soft in coverage. We were run-
ning the ball so well that they had to honor
that and we were able to get some of the
receivers bohind them.”

Wiley finished with 151 yards on 13 car-
ries, scoring twice, He's more than upheld
the mantle of great OSU running backs, at
least if sarly returns are an indication.

“I've always been confident,” Wiley said.
“Coach (Tim) Spencer has been great with
that, keeping me focused on what [ had to
do. | wasn't thinking about breaking n big
run on them, but I'm glad I did. I'm right
where | wanted to be.”

Toledo plays just three defensive backs,
with four linebackers guarding agninst tho
run. That means one outside linebacker is
often left in coverage. That may work in

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998

Big Plays Give Buckeyes Boost Vs. Rockets

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

the Mid-American Conference, but when
receivers are named Miller and Boston,
you have to do more than that.

“With our team there really isnt a
defense that can stop us,” Garcin said
“We're either going to be able to run the
ball or throw the ball well. This team decid-
ed to stop our run, so we got a chance to
throw the ball.”

HKeeping It Simple

When you put up 512 yards of offense,
the common thought would be you went to
every trick in the playbook. That wasn't
the case for the Buckeyes, though.

They kept it protty simple, running a lot
of outside plays designed to exploit Toledo's
Inck of speed and keeping most pass plays
1o the basic hitches and outs. OSU turned
them into big plays and scores because of
great athleticism, not because the calls
were exotic.

*They were playing so far off us,” Miller
said. “They were playing 11 or 13 yards
back, so we couldn't go deep like we want~
ed to. We just kept having success under-
neath.”

You don't have to be fancy if the guys up
front are doing their job, and the Buckeye
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front five was up to the chal-
lenge. Germaine wasn't sacked
and was rarely hurried, making
it easy for him to pick apart the
overmatched Rocket defense,

He was effusive in praise for
his protectors.

“The offensive line did a great
job," Germaine said. “We're just
looking for improvement. They
utapmd it up and played better
today."

After some early problems
against West Virginia, the
Buckeyes decided to scale back
the playbook ogainst the
Rockets,

“Wea weren't going to do a lot,”
coordinator Mike Jacobs said.

fo reduced some things this
weak and got back to fundamen-
tals, and that's the kind of game
wa wanted to have. We were real
happy with our first unit. We
have a lot of things to work on
with the second and third guys,
but when you score 49 points
you can't be too upset.”

Other than a halfback poss
by Jonathan Wells in OSU's two-
minute offense right before half-
time, the Buckeyes didn't do
much in terms of dazzling
offense, Even that will serve us n
cautionary note for future oppo-
nents who want to zero in on the
05U tailbacks,

OSU simply had guys make
something out of nothing, with
athleticism taking center stage.

*“With Michgel back there,
he's got speed to burm and is
capable of hitting the home run,”
Germaine said. “Every play is
scripted to be a touchdown, and
we know with him back there
that's always possible.”

Send In The Reinforcoments

The best thing about blowouts
is that coaches have an opportu-
nity to get guys who otherwise

JOFT BALHA

TURNING HIM INSIDE OUT — Toledo
cornerback Jameel Turner is used by
David Boston, one of three TD plays the
Rockets DB allowed. Boston's score put
OSU up 21-0 and the rout was on.
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wouldnt play some chances at glory. The
Buckeyea substituted liberally, especially
on the offensive line, and used just about
everyone available,

That was especially helpful on the
offensive line, where Tam Hopkins and
Henry Fleming played as much (or more)
s starters Ben Gilbert and Brooks Burris,
aund Mike Gurr got quite o few reps in place
of Rob Murphy. Drew Elford, LeCharles
Bentley and Ben Pulfer also got some valu-
able time

“It gives them the experience and the
chanes to handle the home erowd and just
the college mtmosphere, period,” Miller
said. “They came out and mado somo big
plays, and that's what you have to expect
when you're playing o team like Toledo,
Our second string came in and moved the
ball like they were the first string.”

Not only was it sweet for a lot of players
to sctually taste the heat of battle, but it
ghould also make things more lively and
competitive in practico,

“We all know there's competition. That's
the name of the game here at Ohio State,”

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998
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tailback Joe Montgomery said. “Guys
know what they have to do when they get
in there. If you don't, someone else will
take your job.”

The starters weren't too upset about
leaving the game by halftime, either,

“It's nice when you can get out quick,”
Germaine said. "It means you've been
aggressive and been playing well.”

Murphy, who's been OSU's best line-
man the past two seasons, often needs a
rost due to a nagging back injury. Instead
of wondering whether the line will drop off,
he smiles a smile of security.

“All summer long we've said we were
going to play a lot of bodies,” Murphy said,
“regurdless if it's Penn State or a team like
we played today. It's refreshing to know
that if you go down or need a break, these
guys como in and can have o great game.”

Grounding The Rockets

The big thing against lower-echelon
teams is to not keep them in the game.
North Carolina learned that the hard way
against Miami (Ohio) Sept. 5, and lowa felt

the wrath of Iowa State because it got too
cute instead of playing powoer foothall.

The Buckeyes wanted to take care of
business early, play some young guys and
stretch their legs by the third quarter.

Mission accomplished.

“We wanted to have a quick start”
Jacobs said. "We wanted no mental lapses,
We didnt want to end up like North
Carolinn. We wanted to start the game

pretty quick. We were able to do that.”

Though it may not do much for the
competitive juices, Wiley knows it's a good
day’s wark if he isn't playing in the third
quarter,

“Once we got on them 21-0, you could
see they were out of it," he said. "After
Dave (Bostan) scored, they didn't seem as
tough. Its nice when you take away a
team’s will so early in the gnme.”

OSU Football Helmet Mailboxes
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BSE Quotebook: Ohio State 49, Toledo 0

0SU flanker Doo Miller on when ho thought the
Buckeyes had put the game away: “After David (Boston)
scorod and made it 21-0 in the first quarter, | knew Toledo
wouldn't bounce back from that. We came out real strong.
Mike (Wiloy) had a great run, then | had a score and Dave
had & score, Then wo put our socond string in and we were
still moving the ball.”

0SU tailback Michael Wiley agroed on when he felt the
rout was on: “It was probably after the third drive when
Dave caught the touchdown. The offense was really click-
ing and we knew we had them beat.”

Tailback Joo Montgomery on 05U’s tailback rotation:
“Coach (Tim) Spencer is doing a good job of gotting every-
body in there. He's rotating me, Mike and the young backs,
and that worked out real well today, We played better, cer-
tainly. We did a better job picking up blitzes, and Coach
Sponcer wasn't yalling out there. We must have been dolng
somaothing right.”

08U guard Rob Murphy talked about how the Buckeyes
dealt with the 85-degree heat: *I think everyone was in real
good shape. There were a lot of guys who played. The
starters got somo breaks. It wasn't that bad at all.”

08U quarterback Joo Germaine ratod the play of his
offensive lino: “The of fensive line is just getting better and
batter. We know it all starts with them. They're popping
them open. Matt Keller mado a great block for him (Wiley),
and once Michaol or any of our backs get in tho open field,
not many guys can catch thom.”

08U raceiver Reggie Germany on his two touchdown
catches: “Both of those were gifts from God. | guess it was

Reggie Germany

meant for me to catch them because he put me in the
right position,”

Miller on how difficult it is to get psyched up for a sec-
ond half with a 420 lead: “It's kind of boring in there at
halftime. You know you're not going to go back in for very
long. But you have to keep high hopes, come out and get
loose, You have to come out and play hard like you did in
the first half.,”

Murphy also noted the game's lopsided nature: “I like
playing in the heat of battle, having to come in when we're
tied or down and get it done. Games like today aren’t
great, but I'll take a win any way we can got it.”

Montgomery on overcoming knee problems and notch-
ing his 1i-yard touchdown run, his first scoring play since
the lowa game on Oct. 26, 1996: “It felt real good. All the
things people said about me, some said | wouldn't come
back. It feels like being reborn all over again.”

Germaino on how Toledo tried to contain OSU's pass-
ing attack: “They were giving us a cushion at first, and we
were able to take advantage with some short throws, But
then later we were able to spring some long ones as well.”

Toledo coach Gary Pinkel on his team's status after
the defeat: “I know we are a better football team. I don't
want anybody feeling sorry for themselves. | just want
people to play hard and play with pride. | think we did that
today.”

05U cornerback Ahmed Plummer shared the feelings
he had after his interception: “It was fantastic. | give God
the glory. He was able to put me in position.”

Rates from

$ 89.00
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 49, Toledo 0

Sepl. 12, 1997 — Ohlo Stadium; Columbus, ﬁhlo
i 2

Scote by Queriery i__4 E
TOLEDO 0 0 o 0 - 0
ONID BTATE 21 7 0 - 49
First Quarter

05U — Wiley, 76 run (Stuiltz kick) 11:55; § plays, 98 yards, 1:58

05U — Miller, 37 pass from Germaine (Stuitz kick) 9:39; 4 plays,
55 yords, (nd48

08U = Boston, 5 peas from Germaine (Stultz kick) 7:06; 4 plays,
18 yerds, 1:41
Second Quarter

08U — Montgomary, 11 run (Stultz kick) 13:37; 6 plays, 45
ywds, 1:35

08U — Germany, 5 pass from Germaine (Stultz kick) 8:43; 1
ploy, 5 yards, 0:08

08U — Germany, 47 pass from Garcia (Stultz kick) 3:00; 1 ploy,
47 yards, 0:07
Third Quarter

08U — Wilay, 4 run {Stultz kick) 11:09; 12 plays, 80 yards, 3:51
Alt, = §3,140
Weather — Clear and sunny, BS degrees; wind 7 mph from W

Team Statlstics

ur osu
Flrat Downs 14 28
Rushing 7 12
Passing L] 13
Panalty . i 0
fushes-Yards 35106 43-256
Passing Yard: ] 287
Passes (Att-Comp.-int.) 36165 39210
Otensive Plays 71 82
Total Net Yards 194 612
Third Down EMiclency 234 516
Fourth Down Efficiency 01 i1
Punts 9-12.8 7816
Fumbles-Last 10 30
Penalties 19 11-80
Time of Possesalon 31:32 20:26

Indivicual Statlsties
RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — UT: W.Tait 14.56; Toylor 8-38; Green 2-11: Harns 7-0: Wallace 4.0
OSU: Wiley 13-151; Wells 10-48: Monigomaery 5-27: Combs T:21: Kailar 2-14: Miller 1.4 Westbrooks 1.
2; Germaite 1-0: Marun 1-0; Barnolomew 14{-4}; Garcia 14-8)
l:omp-lnl.-fm.ml UT: Wellace 34.13-8.730; Cole 220150, 0SU: Germpine
i9 11-50-83-1; Betligan 5-30-24-0; Monarmian 1-00.0:0; Wells 1-0-000

3 20-3; Gorc
lucmvmurkec Yiis.) — UT: Wreitzburg 4-34; Dtk 332/ Long 312; Curry 213: Hamng 24-4)
-1 OSU; Boston 5-35; Mitler 4-54; Germany 3-83; Lumpiin 2.33; Wlﬂ"-( 2-21; Regmond 115

Wasibrooks 1.7: Marun 10 Wisniewskl 1-3; Comba 1-1.

PUNTING (Mo-Avg.-Long) — UT: Lindstrom 842 6-62. 0SU: Bartholomew 7-51.8-58

PUNT RETURNS (No.-¥ds.) — UT: Jam. Turne: £.24. 0SU: Doston &.87; Berry 26

KIGKOFF RETURNS (No.-¥ds.) — UT: Curry 3-43: Harns 2-34 0SU: None,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — UT: None. OSU: None.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) = l.n- None. OSU: Diggs 1-18; Wing 1-3; Chestwood 1-0; Moore 10:
Mummer 10

SACKS — UT: Savage 18, DSU Nane

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) — UT: Savage 1-0; Beckwitn 1-6; Vadlant 1-1, O5U: Chaatweod 1-3;
Copper 1-3; Katzenmaoyer 1-2; Moore 1-3; Home 1-1; Cotton 1-1; Ott 1-1.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tol.) — UT: Jam. Turner 1240-12; Beckwith 10.0-10; Travia 5.3.8; Boyd 448,
Hermdon %2.7; Roling 4-3-7; Singleton 4.26; Nagy 1-4.5; Weillant 4.044; Mitorgj 3-0-3; Golden 2-1-3;
Morris 20-2; Lomberger 1-1-2; Savage 1-1-2; King 0-2-2; Hamood 1-0-1: MéLean 1.0-1: Goulde 1-0-1;
Weaver 1-0-1; Gibson 1-0-1; Hamis 1-0-1; Jones 10-1; Wreittburg 1-0-1; T.Tait 0-1-1. O8U: Cooper 4-3-7;
Chentwood 338, Mitchell 3-2.5; Moote 4-0-4; Pickert 40-4; Wilson 4-0-4; On 314, McClellion 2-24;
Lavrar 2-1-3; Homa 2-1-3: Cofton 2-1.3; Johnson 1:2.3; Ketzenmoyer 20-2; Geithn 2.0.2; Simpson 20-2;
Hing 20-2: Colling 1:1.2; Belligan 1-3-2; Wayne 10-1; Diggs 1.0-1: Ross 1-0-1; Rudzinskl 0-1-1; Perez O
1-d.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — TOLEDO: Starters: Offenss, Long, Westrich, Schaefer, Otterbacher,
Paters, Harding, Bilik, 1Jackson, Wallace, W.Tait, Harris. Defense, King. Hamood, Miloraj. Naegy.
Bockwith, Valitant, Roflins, Travis, Herndon, Singleton, Jam.Tumer. Resarves; Wooley, T.Tait, Curry, Cole,
Taylor, Burke, Green, Freeman, Sawage, Sickies, Golden, Morris, Reynolds, Boyd, France, Durant,
Goulde, Schultz, Lindstrom, Weaver, Lamar, Barker, llich, Lenix, McLean, Kreltzburg, Jas.Turner, Gibson,
Lomborger. OMIO STATE: Starters: Defense, Balley, Wayne, J.Brown, Johnson, Diggs, Katzenmoyer,
Rudzinaki, Winflold, Barry, Moore, Plummaer, Offense, Benon. Walter, RMurphy, KMurphy, Gilbert,
Burris, Lumpkin, Houser, Germaine, Wiley, Kaller. R Cooper,
Moherman, Miller, Garcla, King, Clements, McClellion, Cacchio, Jnkm. Wabb, Westbrooks, Wells, Ott,
Montgomery, Simpson, Penny, Ross, Martin, Bartholomew, Griffin, Combs, Stultz, LaVrar, Cheatwood,
N.Mitchall, Cotton, E.Brown, Hophkine, Woodard, Gurr, Jacobs, Bentley, Pulfer, Perez, Flaming, Elford,
Pickett, Germany, Warmke, Wisniewskl, D.Sanders, Wilson, Homa, Eisenhard, Collins, Quesn.

Season Statistics
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Rockets Grounded Again

You enn snicker all you want about
playing a MAC school — especially when
you're No, 1 in the country — but the
fact is the Buckeye defense had no
choice but to respect the Toledo offense
coming into the Sept. 12 home opener.

The Rockets had a couple of well-
fueled jets in tailbacks Wasean Tait and
Dwayne Harris and the lengue's best
ignition switch in quarterback Chris
Wallace, A fourth senior, dependable
receiver Brock Kreitzburg, gave Toledo
even more confidence coming into the
Horseshoe

But these Buckeyes are a fierce lot
the likes of which a team like Toledo
simply cannot prepare to face

Through one quarter, UT had
amassed minus-1 yard passing. At half-
time, the Rockets had 32 net yards on 34
plays and one first down. To say the
08U defense made a statement would
be, well, an understatement.

*Our first goal really was to atop their
broad-and-butter plays that we've seen
them run offensively,” head coach John
Cooper said. “They had been running a
lot out of the sprint sets and three-wide
receiver sets. Their quarterback threw
for almost 3,000 yards last year, so the
game plan was to shut him down, shut
the receivers down and yet not be sus-
pect on the running plays. They have
two running backs that have o lot of
stats.”

Defensive coordinator Fred Pagac
wasn't doing back flips afterward, but
when does he ever? Still, he couldn't

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998
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nst OSU Defense

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

help but commend his stop troops.

“I'm very pleased,” he said. "1 thought
we flew around real well, It's hard for me
to tell until we watch film, but I think
our effort was good and I think we were
running to the ball really well today.”

Wallace Handled, Jones Next

Wallace was coming ofl’ a breakout
junior season and continued to torture
foes in UT's season-opening win over
Temple.

But he would have needed about four
more linemen to have had any success
against OSU. The athletic QB finished
with no net yards rushing and complet-
od just 13 of 34 passes for 73 yards. Five
of those incompletions wound up in the
hands of enemy players,

“I think we were able to fluster him a
little bit with some added pressure,” said
cornerback Ahmed Plummer, who
grabbed one of the five interceptions,
*“We rushed him very well and of course
the coverage was excellent. That could
shut down any quarterback. Hopefully
*we can keep it up.”

Wallace had no time on straight drop
backs and spent much of the day over-
throwing people on the run. When the

1998 MEMBERSHIP

'FEATURING

JEIV BREM

BACK FOOT BLUES — Toledo quarterback Chris Wallace (7) seem-
ingly never got to step up in the pocket vs. the Buckeyes and
endured a horrid day throwing the football. Here Wallace is
harassed by linemen James Cotton and Mike Collins (98).

UT coaches called plays for him to get
outside the pocket to buy time, the OSU
ends kept containment and the corners
had the UT receivers blanketed.

“For the most part I thought our ends
did real well on him,” position coach
Shawn Simms said. “He has really good
feet, and in the gamoe we watched on the
film (Temple), he would got rid of the
ball really quick.”

0SU registered nary a sack on the
day, but the plan to hurry Wallace on
nearly every play worked like o charm.

“We thought he'd do that a lot — play-
action passes, boots, nakeds — and what
they did also is they pulled a guard out
to help with the one defensive end that
we would have rushing,” Simms said.

“I think we got after him early and

got a couple good hits on him. And it
must have been great coverage on the
back end because he didn't have anyone
to throw to, and when he did, he got hit."

It was o no-mercy approach that
seems prevalent in college football these
days. After all, why let a great athlete
run around and create plays?

“You want to pressure the quarter-
back at all times,” Pagac said, “1 don't
like the word intimidate. That's not foot-
ball to me.

“l want us to knock the crap out of
him, but Ithink pressure is the thing I
want our defense to think about. We
want to put pressure on him and make
him make bad decisions.

“We always had somebody coming
inside-out on second contain situations,

'Hcarlh & Eagle Tavcrn|

Serving Buckeye fans for over 30 years

* Patio dining
* Fresh fish

* Daily specials

* Live entertainment

"Btsp Aerotic | » Hand carved meats * Banquer facilities
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Whirlpoo!
)| * Sauna
* Parsonal
Training
* Private
Showars

&E
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mrl really, T think it was uncharted
. 1 didnt know what to expect

The Bucksyoes will have a better han-
dle in preparations this week for
Missouri and ita electrifying QB, Carby
Jones,

08U flustered Jones in a road win
last year, but he'll enter the Sept. 19
battle in Ohio Stadium a more experi-
anced and disciplined signal-caller. If
Jones can do what Wallace couldn't and
pull off a miracle, he'd lpave Columbus a
Heisman l‘ruph\ andidnate

But that's a big if the way Ohio State
is playing on defense these days.

“Obviously we're always concerned
about containing all quarterbacks,”
Pagnc said. “Corby Jones, we played him
a vear ago and | know a little more
about him than we did (about Wallace)
coming into the game today.

“Jones ean run real well, and obvi-
ously that’s one of the things well be
keyed into.”

Added Simmms, “I think it's a good pre-
cursor a8 far as breaking the edge. I
don't know how much play-action or
boot or naked Corby Jones is going to do,
but we know with him we better stop
ono thing, and that's the option. If we
can stop that, then he's got to beat us
throwing.”

Shutout Came Without Gamble
Probably the best thing about OSU's
shutout of Toledo is it came without
Pagac having to show much of his hand,
For the most part, OSU's blitzing pack-
ages were left on the shell as the

Buckeyes whipped the Rockets with
good

their old-fashioned 4-3 base

The Bucks are No. 1

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998
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defense

“We didn't put in a whole lot today,”
Pagac said. "We ran some dogs, but we
don't consider them blitzes. We played
pretty vanilla.

“We were the same as always. We
were trying to stop the run, we were
playing gap-sound defense, and we used
dogs with one linebacker going and play-
ing a man-free principle behind it. That's
sound va. the run and gives you a little
bit of pressure vs. the pass, so we felt
pretty safe with that.”

So safe, in fact, that Toledo didn?t
cross midfield with the ball until mid-
way through the third quarter — and
that was against the sccond-team
defense.

Moments later, Tait broke free
momentarily on a 14-vard run, with
reserve safety Central MeClellion saving
the day with an ankle tackle at the OSU
16.

“1 was like, Wow, if ] miss this tackle
here, that's the shutout.’ But 1 made it, 1
made it," MeClellion said.

Sure enough, the drive stalled from
there and Todd France missed n 33-yard
field goal. Even with third- and fourth-
teamers in, OSU proved stingy.

“l didn't expect this,” Pagac said of
Toledo's goose egg. “We obviously played
well today and maybe they had a little
bit of an off day. But we played aggres-
sively.”

While Pagac wasn't figuring to com-
pletely stymio Toledo, members of the
defense — and offense for that matter —
almost anticipated it,

“It's never a surprise because we hmfu

defensive front is a lot more physical,
and we have guys who can run and cover
and hit you.”

That fact became evidont to UT coach
Gary Pinkel, whose Rockets had not
been held scoreless since n 27-0 loss at
Indiana to open the 1993 season.

“We played well when we were on
offense,” he said. “They just stifled us.
They attacked the things that we did
well, and they have great athletes,

“We were just completely out of
rhythm and couldn't get back in.”

Plummer Pilots Pick Parade

Damon Moore grabbed the first of the
five interceptions, but the play that may
have signaled the beginning of the end of
the Toledo passing game may have come
|ater in the first quarter when Plummer
got in the act,

Knowing Wallace had no interest in
testing Antoine Winfield on the other
side, Plummer snuffed out a fade pass to
Mel Long and made a diving intercep-
tion to set up the OSU offense at the
Toledo 45,

*] just went up there in bump-and-
run coverage. He took off, did a fade
route, and | was able to atay with him
and turn and see the ball. After that,
instinets took over,” Plummer said.

"You can't ever really guess a route,
but you can have an idea something is
going to come based on how they're lined
up and the formations. I guess | saw it
coming.”

Plummer said he's at the ready overy
time the ball is snapped.

“I think I've taken the same approach

as last year,” said Plummer, who ted for
the team lead with six picks in 1997,
"Antoine’s a great player and, like you
saw today, they didn't even look his way
1 go to practice working hard, knowing
that teams are going to try to attack
me.”

After Plummer's play, the thievery
was contagious as linebackers Na'il
Diggs and Tim Cheatwood recorded
interceptions, as did safety Percy King,

I think it was a result of good plays
by us and a couple‘of times we got lucky,”
Pagac said. “One ball hit a guy in the
back of the shoulder and we came up
with the ball. We were lucky, but then,
on the other hand we were hustling to
the ball.”

Youngsters Make Their Mark

As Pagac shuttled reserves into the
game, the talent level made an obvious
drop, but the effort did not. And the
depth in the secondary, a conceérn com-
ing in, got a shot in the arm.

“l think I've been playing well,”
MeClellion said, “and lot of those young
guys like Percy, David (Mitchell) and
even (Nate) Clements have come on for
us.”

The second line of linebackers have
developed as well, even with the acad-
emic casualty of Chris Kirk and a nag-
ging injury for Courtland Bullard
Outside backer Joe Cooper actually
led OSU in tackles with seven while
Cheatwood was second with six. Jason
01t took over the middle in relief of
Andy Katzenmoyer and called plays in
the huddle.

a lot of powerful people on defi
OSU wide receiver Dee Miller said. *Our
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Throughout the season, Buckeyo
Sports  Bulletin  is  publishing
excerpts of Ohio State head football
coach John Cooper's postgame press
conferoncos. Here is what Cooper
had to say following the win over
Toledo.

COOPER: “Obviously I'm happy to
win the football game, to play as many
players as we did and not come out with
any serious injuries at all. I don think
we've got anybody wholl miss any prac-
tice time this week.”

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998

Cooper: DBs Negated

Toledo’s Passing Game

Q: It was a bend-dont-break defense.
They came down a couple of times, but
you just stopped them.

COOPER: "Yeah, weo forced some
turnovers. I think we had five intercop-
tions in the game. When you've got that
many young players in the game, it's diffi-
cult to do a lot of blitzing and stunting
because they don't get a lot of practice
time during the week. So we played basi-
cally a base defense in the second half”

@ What were you able to do with
Chris Wallace?

COOPER: “1 think we were able to get
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*offer good on annual agreement
£00¢
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in our Patio Sports Pavillion.

SPECIAL

Beverage and Food Pnces

prelty good pressure with a four-man
rush — we didn't blitz them a whole lot.
He's a very active quarterback, and then [
think our defensive backs pretty much
put their wide receivers out of the game,
Even though we weren't blitzing, we were
able to play some man coverage.

*The tempo was set early when Damon
(Moore) made a real good intercoption on
a crossing route and Ahmed Plummer
made an over-the-shoulder interception.
Both of them gave the offense great field

ition.

“If I'm disappointed in any phase of our
ball game today, obviously it's our field
goal kicking. Wo missed two field goals
and had a bad snap on the third one, We
should have probably boen over 50 points
in the first half®

Q: Talk about the job your offensive
line did today.

COOPER: “The offensive line is got-
ting better. We still made some mistakes.
We had some penaltios that you can't
afford to have against a better football
team. But they're getting better. We were
able to play more players today. We
played Tam Hopkins and Henry Fleming
an awful lot during the ball game, so I'm
going to be interested to look at the film
and see how they graded out.”

Q: What did you think of Mark
Garcia's play today?

COOPER: "I thought Mark played
about like we expected him to play. He's
got a good arm; he threw the deep routes
pretty good. They were putting a lot of
pressure on him. They brought a lot of
outside pressure and we were trying to
jret him outside. A couple times we proba-
bly should have checked (off),

"They disguised their coverage a little
better today than what we had seen on
film. They went into a Cover 2 sometimes
and gambled a little bit more in the sec-
ondary. Thatll eause an _inexperienced
quarterback more problema.”

@ What about Steve Bellisari going
both ways?

COOPER: “He played both ways; he
played on special teams. That’s probably
the first time in my coaching career we
had a player do that in the samée ball
game, He's going to be a good football
player. He's a good athlete.

“He got his bell rung a couple times

NEW SEASON STARTS
SEPTEMBER 19TH

,\.f BEULAH PARK

covering kickoffs, but hell learn. He's a
good athlete, but he needs to avoid getting
double-teamed on those kickofl coverages.
If you're first down there, they find ways
to double you, and he got his bell rung a
couple times, One time [ wasn't sure if he
was going to get up.”

Q: What did you think of Reggie
Germany today?

COOPER: "Reggio has really had a
igood fall camp for us. He's a guy that has
fought through some minor injuries. We
know he's a good football player. He's a
good blocker and he runs good routes, He
played about like we expected him to.”

Qi Can you talk a little bit about your
defense? (Tbledo) never got past midfield
until midway through the third quarter.

COOPER: “I think anytime you can
shut out an offensive team like that
you've got to be pleased. We think we
have a good defensive team. We've been
substituting up front with a lot of young
players to keep them fresh. Our sec-
ondary is a veteran secondary with
Antoine Winfield and Ahmed Plummer. 1
think Plummer really stood up well. We
know how good Winfield is. I don't think
there's a better defensive back in college
football, so you try to go the other way.

“They started picking on him
(Plummer). The first play of the gume
they run the fade route - incomplote
pass — and later they threw it and he
intercepted it. Anytime your corners can
take their wideouts out of the ball game,
your other nine players can play football.”

@ The play that Michael Wiley broke,
is that the type of play you expect to go
the distance?

COOPER: “That's a short-yardage
play and they were pinching their
defense. They brought the end and tackle
both out on a slant, and really the corner
ond free safety, | think, missed taclles on
that play. And, of course, Michael has got
the speed to hit the home vun. Thats
what I like about Michael Wiley."

Q: Any concern about David Boston on
punt returns? He fumbled one last week
and fumbled one here today.

COOPER;: “That’s an area we need to
work on. We need to use better judgmont
We got a little careless last week against
West Virginia and we were a little care-
less today. We need a lot of work on spe-
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cinl teams.

"We haven't caught the punt return,
we haven't caught the kickoff return,
although we only had one kickofl' chance
today, Aguin, our field goals are some-
thing we need to work on every day. We
just need to get better.”

@ Do you expect to have (Ken-Yon)
Rambo next weak?

COOPER: “Yes, we anticipate having
him back.”

& Was this in certain respects better,
or would you have liked to have been test-
ed?

COOPER: "No, no. I like the way it
went today. We gave our seconds a chance
to play early. Now we know pretty much
what those guys can do and what we need
to work on

“You know what happens — those
young players practice and if they don't
get much playing time early ll‘.u_‘.' start
getting discouraged. Now we got them in
the game. Some of them are complaining
about not ring and they see why they | Order by Phone
haven't been playing. We called a pass Columbus area:
play one time and we had two offensive | 7850641
linemen who looked like they were down : i )
there trying to catch the ball. They were Qutside Columbus:
15 or 20 yards down the field Toll Free

“You can teach with all this film. Those 1-888.785-0641
young players should make a lot of |
improvement between this game and the T
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Week two comes and goes and the
Ohio State football team still finds itself
atop the college football polls. It had to
be considered a good week for the
Buckeyes as the team continued, in its
game with Toledo, to show it has all the
tools on offense and a stifling defense.

I felt sorry for the Rockets in the first
half as the Buckeyes were able, for the
most part, to move the ball at will and
completely shut down quarterback
Chris Wallace and the Toledo offense.
Wallace, & highly touted prep teammate
of Buckeye Dee Miller, appeared to get
more and more frustrated as the game
ware on.

Meanwhile, as the Buckeyes continue
to fine-tune thair title-chasing machine,
key rivals for Fiesta Bowl berths contin-
ue to drop like flies. Hopefully the trinls
and tribulations of teams like Michigan,
Notre Dame, Florida State and North
Carolina will help remind the Buckeyes
that it's a long road to Tempe. Ohio State
appears to have all the tools, but all it
takes is one slip-up and you're off to
Pasadenn or an even lesser destination.

Oh, the Bucks still have plenty to
worlk on. The punt return and field goal
units were atrocious ogainst the
Rockets. You can get away with the
missed field goals and mishandled punts
aganinst o MAC squad, but those type of
blunders can be fatal in a close game.

This early in the season, some flaws
in the game can have a silver lining, as
it gives the coaching staflf ammunition to
lkeep the players from getting too cocky
or complacent.,

I've never been a big ene for playing
the in-state schools like Toledo, My feel-
ings are moot, however, as Ohio teams
are scheduled for years to come,

I don't have o problem playing lesser
teamas, ns long as thay are part of n com-
petitive non-league schedule, You need
an opponent with whom you can antici-
pate getting work for your reserves.
However, if you play a team from anoth-
or region such as Rico or Houston as the
Bucks have done in the past couple of
seasons, you get the added exposure out-
side the Midwest, which helps in recruit-

ing.

And | think scheduling lesser teams
from Ohio creates a greater risk of
upset. Many of the players on the MAC
tosims in the state were recruited and
perhaps rejected by Ohio State, and
these players have more to prove
agningt the Buckeyes than a player from
another state. All teama gun to upset the
Buckeyes, but the Toledos, Bowling
Greons and Miamis would not just make
their seasons, but their decades, with an
upset of the Buckeyes in Ohio Stadium.

This year's OSU non-league schedule
is — to my way of thinking — an out-
standing one. You have the tremendous
challenge in Weat Virginia, the game to
play the reserves with Toledo, and u
good, solid contest with Missouri. Plus,
its & schedule that should help the
Buckeyes with the selection formula for
the Fiesta Bowl.

All the Buckeyes need to do is keep
on winning.

No Upset Specials

Speaking of continuing to win and
the many upsets that have already
occurred this season, it's been soveral
years since the Buckeyes have really
been upset. In the past three sensons,
Ohio State has lost six games, all to

Originally Published: Sept. 19, 1998

Season’s A Long Road — Just Ask Seminoles

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

either Michigan (three times), Penn
State (once) or in a bowl game (twice).

True, Michigan has beaten the Bucks
with some lesser teams, but it's a far cry
from the early John Cooper yoars when
a team like [llinois had continued suc-
cess against the Buckeyes. The Illini, in
foct, are the last team other than the
Wolverines, Nittany Lions or a bowl
opponent to defeat the Buckeyes, down-
ing Ohio State 24-10 in Columbus on
Oct. B, 1994,

I questioned Michigan State in this
space last week, but maybe it's Michigan
that really has the problems this senson.
I pity Eastern Michigan, the Wolverines'
next opponent, which may have to pay
the price for Notre Dame's and
Syracuse’s sins. The Eagles should join
the MAC victim list. Big Ten teams were
4-0 agninst the MAC on Sept. 12, win-
ning by a combined score of 187-33, with
Western Michigan scoring nll but three
of those points in a 45-30 loss to Indiana.

Garcia Gets A Shot

When former Buckeye quarterbacks
conch Walt Harris brought Mark Gareia
in from Modesto Junior College in
Californin, he was supposed to challenge
Stan Jackson for the OSU starting job.
Joe Germaine was not anticipated to be

« 0 factor. It seems that nobody told

Germaine that, however, and after shar-
ing duties with Jackson for two years,
Germaine is now firmly entrenched as
both the Buckeye starter and one of the
best quarterbacks in the eountry. Gareia
has been left to spend his final year of
eligibility on the bench.

Buckeye fans certainly took notice,
however, when Garcia fired a perfect 47-
yard strike to Reggie Germany in the
second quarter against Toledo. The
throw gave people an indication of what

Harris saw in Gareia when the
Buckeyes brought him in from
California,

Garcin's play was a bit inconsistent
after his TD throw as he comploted five
of 11 posses for B3 yards. Of course he
was playing with a patchwork offensive
unit, but I don't think he's going to chal-
lenge Germaine. Still, that throw proba-
bly gives Buckeye fans some confidonce
in Gareia, should Germaine go down,

As mentioned Inst week, I worry
about the pounding that Germaine
might take over the course of the season,
The pass blocking, fortunately, was
much better against the Rockets than it
was against West Virginia in the opener,
with Garcin suffering the only sack
allowed by OSU. Germaine, however,
did suffer a vicious blind-side hit just
before the end of the first quarter.

Talent At Tallback

People knew from the start of his eol-
lege career that Michael Wiley was
explogive. This is o guy, after all, who
scored the first three times he touched
the ball s a collegian. Still, you have to
be pleased with his early play as a
starter, ns he has gained 291 yards on 30
carries in the first two games for almost
10 yards a carry. He showed a dazzling
array of moves on his 76-yard touch-
down run and seems to be protecting the

ball better this season — fumbles have
always been the biggest concern with
Wiley.

It will be interesting to see how he
holds up in the more physical Big Ten
and in more competitive games, where
he might be called on to earry the ball
more than the 17 and 13 times he ran
pgainst the Mountaineers and Rockets,
respectively.

Of eourse with the bevy of running
backs the Buckeyes possess, the coach-
ing stafl may elect to not run Wiley 30
times a game, even in close encountars.
Reserves Jonathan Wells and Joe
Montgomery are hoth averaging about
five yards per carry in the early going
and should provide solid support for
Wiley,

Speaking of Montgomery, people usu-
ally talk about his power running, but
he showed a great burst of speed on his
11-yard touchdown run against Toledo.
As soon s he cut inside, the seam was
there and he really turned on the jets.

Don't Cross The Boss

If you follow the OSU athletic pro-
gram closely, you know that the much-
anticipated Success Center is one of ath-
letic director Andy Geiger's pet projects,

So its not surprising that Geiger —
who seldom, if ever, eriticizes John
Cooper — took exception when his foot-
ball conch suggested that the Buckeyes
needed an academic center at the Woody
Hayes facility. Cooper's comments came
in response to questions concerning his
football team's recent academic woes.

I think that the players involved,
coaches and the athletic academic peo-
ple all probably need to share the blame
for the much-publicized and quite
embarrassing problems the Buckeyes
have suffered in the classroom and with
the tranacripts of Paris Long and Chris
Kirk. Let's hope that the good news is
that all three of the groups involved will
take the recent problems as a wake-up
call and re-examine the way they do
their academic business.

One thing 1 absolutely agree with
Geiger on is the notion that a self-con-
tained athletic compound, where foot-
ball players would practice, train, eat
and study, would cut the players off from
the rest of the student body. Student life
is nn important part of the college expe-
rience. While big-time college football
players will never be just “normal” stu-
dents, they should be allowed to soak in
as much of the eollege experience as pos-
sible,

If you are going to sequester the play-
ers in some athletic fortress, you might
as well just call them pros and send
them a paycheck.

After the game,
huddle at Wendy's:

Kick off your celebration at Wendy's. Whether you want to tackle
@ Big Pacen Clagsic: Comba, pass a lew hat, golden fries areund
or just dewn an icy cold soft drink, we've got you covered.
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