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Disappointed Linebacker Named Classic MVP

Loss Lessens Award For Spielman

By Jim Wharton

Chris Spielman stood in a corner of o
crowded interview room deep in the
bowels of Giants Stadivm in Fast
Rutherford, NJJ. An integral force on
the Ohio State defense, Spielman tried
his best to hide the disappointment he
win obviously feeling.

Spielman and hin Buckeye mates
hoad just lost a 1610 decision to
Alabama in the Chase Kickoff Classic,
the college foothall senson opener, He
wasn't & happy young man.

INFORMED BY THIS writer that
he had been named the most valuable
pluyer of the game, Spielman was not
overly impressed, That is his noture,
To Spielman, o junior out of Massillon,
(hio, the football capital of the
Midwast, that type of reward in
meaningless when the Buckeyes lose,

In listening to Spielman, it doesn’t
take lang to find out "what are you
#oing to do."

*The MVP nvmtd nm!ly dooun't
mean oo much now,” said Spiclmaon,
who was credited with 16 tacklea = two
for loases — and had one interception
as the Buckeye defense did ita best to
overcome mistakes by the offense
agninst the highly touted Crimson
Tide of Alabama.

“MAYBE WHEN I'M 90 years old
and I'm watching the game on TV I'Il
say ‘hey, Chris Jr., | won that MVP
award o long time ago. But it's

irrelevant now. We got beat and thot's
the only thing that matters in college
football — winning or losing.
Unfortunately we didn't win. What are
you going to do? Come back and beat
the Huskies."

Not that Spielman, who was also
voted the Buckeve Sporte Bulletin
Buckeye of the Week, and who is an
impressive physical specimen at 62
and 235 pounds, didn’t try to beat the
Crimson  Tide single-handedly, He
wiis, a8 usunl, oll over the field, making
the first hit on an enemy ball corrier
more often than not. He picked off
Mike Shula pasa to end one Alabama
drive late in the third quarter, He drove
Crimson Tide running back Gene Jelks
out of bounds for o two yoard loss and
ancked Shula for o threevard loss to
foree Alnbama to settle for a field goal
with just over a minute leftin the game.

But the Buckeyes, given two plays
thanks to defensive penalties after
time had nctunlly expired, fell inches
short of possibly winning the game 17-
16

THREE MISSED FIELD goals,
two pass interceptions and one fumble
deep in Alabama ternitory anufled out
several OSU scoring opportunities, It
was suggested by one wrter that
perhaps the defense had reason to get
dejected watching the offense sputter.

“I think with some teams it (those
offensive misfortunes) can affect their

Chris Spielman
game,” said Spielman, a first-toam All-
Big Ten and honorablemention All-
American last year. “But Ohio State's
n unit and if the offense doesn’t play
well and we lose n game, we all loat a
game. If the defense doean't play well
and the offense plays greal and we still
lose, we all lose. It doean’t affect Ohio
State."

Chris Spielman (36) Returns Third Quarter Theft Against Alabama

Spielman, o team player from the
word go who describes himsoll an o
leader by exaomple, would not think of
getting down on his teammates,

“THOSE GUYS ARE some of my
best friends in the world,” said
Spielman, who finished second to
Pepper Johnson on the team in tackles
last fall, “1'd cut my arm off for them
right now, We made some mistakes, We
made some mistakes = on offense and
defense — and Alabama capitalized.
Unfortunately we couldn't capitalize
on Alabama’s mistakes,

“It comes down to execution. They
exocuted well nnd we did not. What are
you going to do™’

Spielman also did not subscribe to
the theory that the Buckeyes were
worn down physically in the fourth
guarter, o period in which the Crimson
Tide overcame a 10-6 OSU load.

HY DON"EM“?M mj worn

L was just one
of those things whore Alabama was
exocuting ita offense. What are you
going to do? What can you do? We're
not worn down. We're in good shape.
When you've been practicing sinece
August 4th in 90-degree hoat, you can’t
be worn down."”

Spielman  also did not think
Alabama eame to life in the fourth
quarter.

“I thought they played well in the
fourth quarter,” he aaid. *'I don't think
it wan that they came alive, They just
capitalized on our mistakes, If we want
to be a great football team, we can't
make those offensive and dofensive
mistakes that we made”

And, despite the setback, Spielman
feels the Buckeyea can bacome o great
football team.

“1 feel we're eapable of beating any
footbhall team,” wsaid Spielman.
“Tonight Alabama was o better
football team. You've got to give them
all the credit — they won the game. 1
give them credit — we loat. | think we
were equally matched and it wos

Continued On Page 12

Winner Named

Dr. Chaorles Evans of Urbana,
Ohio, was the winner of Buckeye
Sports Bulletin's rocent Subscriber
Specinl Conteat, Dr, Evans won a
trip for two to the recent Chase
Kickoff Classic that included air
fare, game tickets and three nights
ot the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New
York City.

The winners in Buckeye Sports
Bulletin'a Season Ticket
Spectacular will be announced in
our next issue, to be published
Sept. 16, All entriea must be
received in our office by Sept. 10,
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Turmoeil hit the Ohio State football team in the
final weok bofare the first game of the season,

Buckeye conch Earle Bruce, in a three-day period,
had to boot two players off the team, suspend
another and then face queations about another
being arreated for drunken driving,

The turmoil surfaced when Bruce, just finishing
up o position-by-position prospectus on his 1986
Huckeyes, shocked those in attendance at his
weekly preas luncheon,

“I've got an announcement to make,” said Bruce,
his voice almoat exacking with emotion. “l have to
tell you that today, and last night, [ had the
unfortunate experience to have to dismiss two
members of our football team for good.”

Bruce, who later began his eighth season as the
head conch at Ohio State with a 16:10 loas to
Alabama in the Chase Kickoff Clussic, went on (o
explain that starting safety Terry White and
reserve tailback Homan Bates had been dismissed
from the squad and that starting outside
linebacker Dorek Inaman was suspended for ane
game.

“These disminsals and the suspension are for
violating team regulations,” said Bruce.

White, who has had a troubled stay at Ohio State,
was to be o third-year starter in the defensive
hackfield. He previously ran into trouble and was
left behind when the Buckeyes traveled to the Rose
Bowl following the 1984 season. A fourth-year
junior from Cambridge, Ohio, the 59, 174-pound
White alwo sat out the Wisconsin game last season
for disciplinary reasons. White also had been
dismissed from the team during spring practice for
what was termed as a personal financial matter,

White storted at safety each of the past two
sensons and had made 142 tackles and picked off
seven enemy passes. His interception in the final
seconds of the Florida Citrus Bowl last December
helped  preserve Ohio State's 107 win over
Hrigham Young.

Bates, o 6-0, 207 pound senior from Memphis,
Tenn., has been plagued by injuries throughout his
career at OSL, He started six games during the
1984 season but played only 14V minutes as the
Buckeyes posted o 9-3 record lnat yvear. Hin best
year came in 1983 when, as a second-year
freshman, he played in 11 games and averaged 5.6
vards por carry on 53 carries,

Besides hin seemingly endless string of injuries,
Bates nlso had a couple of brushes with the law,

Firat he was charged by o Worthington, Ohio,
woman with gross sexual imposition, He waa later

Teammates Convinced
OSU Show Must Go On

The dismissal of two of their teammates
and the one-game suspension of another was
n blow to the members of the Ohio State
football team,

But life — and football — goes on.

Buckeye boss Earle Bruce was forced Lo
kick starting safety Terry White and backup
tailback Roman Bates off the team for
disciplinary rensons. Linebacker Derek
Isnman was handed a one-game suspension,

“Torry will be missed,” snid cornerback
William White, who is not related to his
former defensive backfield mate. **But this is
like working for n business. Conch Bruce is
the boss and what he siys goes. We work for
him and you have to make him happy. He
made n decision and now he hasto live with it
and the whole team has to live with it

Buckeye roverback Sonny Gordon, a close
friend of White's, snid he felt the lntter was
caught in a predicament he could possibly
have avoided,

“1 really think he was n vietim of
circumatances,"” snid Gordon, a Buckeye co-
captain and a driving foree in Terry White
having found a new outlook on life through
religion. “Terry wan really working hard
and he was renlly trying to mature in
Christ.”

Gordon said White should have turned his
back and run if there was beer in his hotel
room,

“After you have been in all the stuff he'd
been in, the best thing for you to try to do is
stay away from it,"” said Gordon.

But Gordon also feels the Buckeyes ean
survive.

“Terry was a good player, n great talent,”
he said, “But a good team is not built around
one player, it's built around a team,”

Rules Infractions Lead To Dismissals

starting spot at left outside linebacker this fall after
secing action in all 12 games and starting one in
1985,

“Derek Isaman will be suspended and will not go
to New Jersey with us,” said Bruce. “Ho will be
reinatated when the team returns from the Kickoff
Classic.”

Bruce said he was going to spend the remaining
few days prior to the Kickoff Classic looking for
replacements for White and Isaman.

e evening after the dismissals and suspension
were revealed, White wld Columbus Iispateh
sporta writer Derek Monroe that he had been a
viclim of circumstances,

Bruce reportedly had found empty beer hottles
under a bed in a room White and Isaman were
sharing as the team stayed at o Columbus hotel
prior to the start of school,

“I'd have to say no, | was not invelved in
aleohol,”” White said in the interview. “But the
whole incident did have something to do with
alcohol. But | can ait here and say that I was not
drinking any alcahol.”

White, who had been suspended from his high
school team during his senior geason, said he holds
no grudges,

“AlLL can do is be o man about the whole thing
and hold my head up high,” he said. 1 have no
regrets about my playing time at OSU bat 1 hated
to see it end this way.,”

Bruce, having given White several chances, felt
the sanme way,

“I don't like to kick a player off the team,” he
said, “It's the last step. It was o tough, tough
decision.”

Before the shock of the dismissals and
suspengion had cleared the air, Bruce had to
answer questions about starting cornerbaek Grog
Rogan being arresied near his Urbana, Ohio,
hometown.

Rogan, a 6-10, 187 pound junior who had started
22 of the 24 games the Buckeyes had played in his
first two years, reportedly waas traveling $4 mph in
o 656 mph zone. State Highway Patrol troo evin
Jewitt witnessed Hogan's car ing nand

acquitted in Franklin County Municipal Court
after having voluntarily removed himself from the
team during the proceedings. Within hours of the
verdiet, Bates wos charged with speeding, pleaded
no contest and was fined $100,

Isaman, a 63, 212.pound sophomore out of
Fremont (Ohio) Ross High School, had earned a

. ing over the center line.

After stopping Rogan, Jewitt reported he noticed
the plaver showed signas of intoxication. Rogan was
charged after refusing to take a Breathalyzer test.

While a court date was set for September, Bruce
said Rogan's status would not change for the
Chase Kickoff Classic gnme ngainst Alabamn, He
started at his usual cornerback position.

Buckeye Sports Bulletin
editor Jim Wharton (left) was
recently presented the Jimmy
Allen Award, given annually
to a person who shows strong
support for amateur athletics

in Licking County, Ohio.

Presenting the award to

Wharton, the former sports
editor of the Newark
Advocate nre current

Advocate sports editor Mark
Naegele (center) and Dick

Torbert, athletic director at

Licking Valley High School

and president of the Licking

County League board of

control,
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Disappoint Bruce

By Jim Wharton

Ohio State foothall conch Earle
Hruee, like his counterparts in, the
business, will be quick to tell you that
mistakes on the gridiron can be fatal,

The mistakes the Buckeyes made in
a 1610 losa to Alabama in the Chase
Kickoff Classic might have caused
#ome to want to summon the
andertaker, But Bruce feels the patient
will recover,

“Its tough to come up on the short
end of a game like this,” said Bruce,
after suffering a loss in the opening
game of the season for the fiest ime
#ince he's been at Ohio State, “But 1
guess we'll just have to get better as we
®o. We're nowhere near o good football
team yet."

And, although the 68,296 in
attendance at Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford, NI and the millions
watching on the Raycom Television
network had obviously formed their
own opinions of what ailed the
Buckeyes, one had to ask Bruce.

"We made too mony mistakes and
mistakes are very costly,” said Hruce,

Where oh where to begin,

“I don’t think it would take anyone
very knowledgeable to tell we have to
waork on our kicking game,"” said Bruce,
after his squad — and freshman kicker
Pat O'Morrow — had converted only
one of four field goal attempts against
the Crimson Tide. “I mean we can’t
miss field goals and give bad field
position like we gave on the kicking
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game, Obviously that's got to be
improved."

The kicking gome Incked in a couple
of arcan. The first field goal attempt,
which, if good would have tied the
seore ot B0 midway through the first
period, never had a chanee beenuse of o
bad snap from Tom Moore. Holder Crin
Carter scooped the ball off the artificial
turf and tried to run to his vight. Carter
was dropped for a gix-yard loss and the
Crimson Tide took over.

The second attempt at a three
pointer again got started on the wrong
foot with another bad snap. O'Morrow,
playing in his first game as 0 Buckeye,
ot the kick off but it fell far short ona
A2-vord altempt,

O'Morrow was successful on a 37
yarder with 720 left in the third
quarter. Thot boot gave the Buckeyesn
10-6 lead.

The fourth attempt, on the second
play of the final period, ngoain was
short and to the right.

“He ean hit those,” said Bruce of
O'Morrow, who obviously was
sulfering o case of the jitters, " He just
pushed them out to the right twice, He
didn’t snap through."

But O'Morrow could not take all the
blame,

“Tom Moore’'s never had any
problem with centering and all of o
sudden we had some bad snaps that
were o little ereatic,” said Bruce,
“Thot's something thol we're going lo
have to work out, oo, That's ternble
execution when that happenas.”

There ulso was o famble that dealt a
deathly blow to the Buckeyes' thances,
fullback George Cooper coughing up
the football on a first-and-gonl at the
Alabama nine midway through the
third guorter.

“We made a mistake that was very
costly, driving down to score a
touchdown and we drop the ball," said
Bruce, alluding to Cooper's bohble
which was recovered by "Bama
defensive tackle Anthony Smith, “We
couldn't get going, We got backed up

Continued On Page 20
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It has long bean siid that
advoralty can bri
or the worst in athletic teama,
Ohio State in the annual Chuse
Kickoff Clasale experienced two
triagle events in the past fow
months and pulled together to
The firat (ragedy struck the
Crimson Tide grid squad in the
spring when running back
George Scruggs waas killed in an
| mutomobile accident. Injured in
the pame car crash and ruled out
Afor the 1PRE somson was
cornerback Vernon Wilkinson,
Then, in proparing for the gamo
sgaingt Ohio State, dofonsive
tackle Willie Ryles collnpsed
b practice and. underwent
brain surgery to remove a blood
c¢lot. Ryles never regained
consciousness and was pronoun-
eod dead on Aug. 23, ;
It wasn't easy, I
“I think our players have
ahown an excoptional amount o
claus, fortitude snd atiokability,”

“1 am very “of the way our

out tha best

#wiid Alabama conch Ray Perking
‘prior to the Kickoff Clasalc clash,

team has prepared for this

“Bama Won Classic
Despite Adversity

football gome, especinlly over
the last woek considering the
circumatances,” Lo

- Perkins wans showing. the
wanrs of the emotionnl war he
~and bis players had been

gone th h some tough

. roug
- aituntions,"” he snid. “but this has

: ‘booﬁ( _%he ml }m«k Iic::uu\
t oa’ colla nppened on
the foothall mﬂn‘."" .
© Crlmwon Tide tallback Gene
Jelks snid after his team had
benten Ohio State that the death
of Ryles, who was to be buried
the day after the game, has
“mnde us pull a litthe bit eloser as
: ;::I'ﬂ We dedicated this game to

Going through those emotional
Pﬂ.&lllil?n hud to bl: ::j,? tl:‘i:’g.r
M1'm just y pr o
the character tmt our team has
shown aver the last four or five
or #ix dayw in preparation,” anid
Perkins. “Nat only In prepara-
tion bat in godug out on the field
und demonsteating. 22

“Ethink o lessor group, it would
have beon .wmn‘ sasy Lo use

- thowe luat four or five days us an

_ excane or a orutch, They did not.”

I
3
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Tide Boss Survives

Late Scar

Whew!

That was about all Alabama football
conch Ray Perkins could say after his
team had escaped o last-second — and
then some — Ohio State onslaught
which almost ehangdd the outcome of
the Chase Kickoff Classic,

But it didn’t and Perking’ Crimson
Tide had a 16-10 victory.

“I'm just happy to be alive ofter
that,” said Perking, “You've got to give
our guys a lot of credit for the way they
prepared and the way they hoandled
some things we've gone through the
last couple of weeks. In spite of a lot of
things that go against vs, I'm very
proud of our kids."

Perking, beginning his fourth year
after replocing the legendary Paul
“Bear” HBryant, was alluding to the
denth of defensive tackle Willie Ryles
only four days before the Ohio State
game,

“We played one of the best teams in
the country and they will prove to be,”
soid Porkina of the Buckeyes. *“They
were absolutely, without question, the
biggest team that I've ever played
againat — pro or college. They've got
the enpabilities and | don’t have any
question but that they'll prove to be one
of the beat teams ot the end of this
season,

“We'll wish Ohio State the best of
luck and say we're just happy to get
that one over with,"

Perking obviously was having no
trouble recalling the conelusion of the
wame, which had Ohio State taking on
two extra plays after time had run out
bocause of pass intorference pennlties
on Alabama.

And’ what was Perking thinking
obout as Buckeve quarterback Jim
Karaatos and wide receiver Cria Cartor
tried valiontly to pull a rabbit out of the
hat at the end?

“What was going through my mind?
To getitover with,"” screamed Perking.
“Laet’s get it over with! Let's get it over
with! That was all.”

It was over and the Crimson Tide
had prevailed,

“That game proved to me and tells
me that we've got a long way to go,”
anid Perking, a former  All-American
receiver at Alabama who later played
in professional football with the
Baltimore Colts. " And we've got a lotof
work to do to be the type of club to have
o chanee to at least come close to the
expectations that we have and that
wome people have for us.

“We're not as good right now as what
we expected to be”

Porking erodited his defense with
making things happen. Alabama
defenders picked off two Karsatos

e By OSU

“I'm just happy to be
alive after that . . . In
spite of a lot of things
that go against us, I'm
very proud of our kids."
— Ray Perkins

passes and recovered one Buckeye
fumble,

“You've got to make things go your
way, which our defense did,” he said.
“Our defense played great.”

And so did "Bama quarterback Mike
Shula. He directed two fourth quarter
scoring drives, the first which resulted
in the Tide's only touchdown and the
other which was capped by n Van
Tiffin field goal that more or leas put
the game out of Ohio State's reach,

“He works at it, he's great and he's o
good player,” said Perking of his senior
signal caller. "Most good playera get it
done. He handled himself extremely
well, which doesn’t surprise me. He's
#oing to do that under most every
situation and he's at his bestin a cluteh
situation because he ean think clearly.
He does not get overly excited and he
doesn’t get overly emotional. A
quarterback can’t. A quarterback gets
averly emotional and he can't win.

“Mike Shula keeps his poise like that
all the time,"

Perking was naked for his thoughts
on Ohio State missing out on several
key scoring opportunities.

“That happens in this game,” he
replied. “‘Every team’s going to have
missed opportunities. They had a
couple of turnovers. But we had o
couple of turnovers, also,"

The Buckeves actually came out
ahead on the trnovers, Ohio State's
first turnover, n pass interception by
Derrick Thomas, was turned into o
Tiffin field goal. But Alabama's first
turnover, an interception by the
Buckeyes' Sonny Gordon, beeame an
O8U touchdown midway through the
wsecond quarter,

Porkins was just ploased to alip out of
town with the win.

“I think anytime yon can start a
season with a victory, it has to moan
more than starting with o loss,” he
said. "Hut | hope our players realize we
played o very talented football team —
a very big, strong football team.

“Hut we made too mony mistakes to
win against teams that we're going to
have to play during the year. They (the
Buckeyes) made some mistakes and
I'm aure Coach Bruce is over there
talking to them about the mistakes and
why they lost the game."
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Karsatos Feels Squad Will Bounce Back

Ohio Stoate quarterback Jim
Karsatos was extremely cordinl to n
large group of media who had him
backed against o wall of o lockerroom
in Giants Stadium.

Karsntos was trving his best o
anewer questions about what went
wrong as the Buckeyes suffered o 16-10
loss to Alabama in the Chinse Kickoff
Classgie in East Rutherford, N.JL

“We really hurt ourselves,”" said
Karsatos, a senior out of Fullerton,
Calif. “1 knew from the start it was
going to be a grent football game. | was
hoping that we wouldn't make the
errors that we did. That kind of hurt
us.'

An with everybody connected with
Ohio State, Karsatos was at o logs to
exploin why so many opportunities to
seore fuiled during the course of the
game.

“Thas s Ohio State,” soad Karsatos,
who completed 20 of 31 passes for 193
vards, although having two picked off
by Crimson Tide defenders. “When we
et down there we expect to score.
Then, when we make our own
mistakes, to kil ourselves, that's
something we've got to work on,

“I's frustrating,” somd Karsatos of
the seiback, “but we've got to get back
to work. We've got two weeks before we
#o to Washington and there's a lot of
things we've got to improve on.”

BHut Koarsatos came within o few
additional seconds of pulling the pame
out with some excellent passing in the
late stoages of the game. Three timea he

heaved the ball downfield in the
divection of Cris Carter; twice
Alabanma was called for pass

interfevence after time hoad ron out,
giving the Buckeyes anothet play each
time,
But the duo failed o hook up on the
lnst one.

“It wos a timing play,” said
Karsatos, "1 just wanted to give Cris a
chanee, If he can’t make that eateh, 1
don't know anybody who can.”

When it was all said and done,
Karsatos did not feel Ohio State had
lost o an inferior team.

ey're o great foothall team and
they deserve everything,” he said of
Alabama. “We lost the game and they
won it. We just made too many
mistakes. We had n few letups and that
hurt us.

“Hut we've gol two weeks to practice
and we'll come back."”

CRIS CARTER faced that same
mab of media and in his usaal quiet
voice said he, too, was perplexed by the
Buckeyes' inability to take advantage
of scoring opportunities,

“We had our opportunitics, We
should have been able to capitalize on
them,” soid Carter, who wos the
primary receiver on three lastditeh
posses, twice being interfered with by
‘Bama defender Derrick Thomas and
each time giving the Bucks another

“Quotebook”

And the last one?

iy 'I hay made an excellent play on
me," soid Carter, a junior out of
Middletown, Ohio. “They double-
teamed me. Jim (Karsatos) made o
pood throw. We just didn't have it
timed right.”

Corter also was invelved as Ohio
State managed to convert only one of
four field goal attempls.,

The first attempt by freshman kicker
Pat O'Morrow never got off the ground

after what appeared to be o bad snap
from center,

“It wasn't nctually o bad snap,”
admitted Carter, "It was just that we
(he and snapper Tom Moore) were just
a little bit off in our tming.”

On O'Morrow's second attempt,
Caorter did get the ball on the tee after
scooping it off the turf after another
mmrw!mt erratic snap.

But what happened was history.

“It was somewhat frustrating when
Wi ruuldn‘l wet the ball in the end
zone,” said Carter, who snared lhn-r-
passes for b6 ynrlln in the game,

would have been nice if we could have
won. It would have been a lot better if
we'd have had a victory.”

OHIO STATE did not have the
wervices of defensive back Sean Bell in
the game,

Bell, n sophomore out of Middletown,
Ohio, suffered o cracked fibula in his
right leg during practice for the game.
The hairline fracture 18 expoected to
keep Bell out of action through the
Washington game,

“1 shed o fow tears when I found out

Continued On Page 17
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With Buckeye Frosh

By Jim Wharton

The ‘foot’ wos missing from the
football when Ohio State dropped a 16-
10 decision to Alabama in the Chase
Kickoff Classic on Aug, 27.

The Buckeyes came up short twice
and never got off another in four field
goal attempts against the Crimson
Tide. Freshman Pat O'Morrow's lone
succensful kick was a 37-varder
midway through the third quarter

O'Morrow probably wanted to go
hide under arock after his innuspicious
start, It is not, as a couple of former
Huckeye kickers recalled, o very good
feeling

11 tell you, L went through the same
thing as he did when 1 came in as o
freshman  and  started,” said Rich
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Spangler, who completed o four-year
career with o field goal and on extra
point in the Florida Citrus Bowl last
December. “He was probably a little
nervous, which Tknow of because I was
in the snme situation, ™

Billy Andrews, while not being in the
position of having been a starting
kicker for the Buckeyves, nevertheless is
cloge to the situntion, Andrews was o
grad assistant working in the OSU
recruiting office for two years and
helped recruit O'Morrow,

“1 sure can,” replied Andrews when
asked if he sympathized with
O'Morrow after the Buckeye frosh did
not get off his first kick because of a
bad snap and also missed two others
against the Crimson Tide. “Here's o
kid kicking in front of probably 1,000
people at the most, maybe 1,500 m high
school and then in his first college
game you've got G8,000-plus and how
muny millions watching on TV, It's
just you and the snapper and the
holder, It's a tough situation to be in,”

The situation on (FMorrow's first
collegate attempt became complicated
when a snap from center Tom Moore to
holder Cris Corter was low  and
bounced off the artificial turf.

“That's a timing thing,” said
Andrews, who was in the crowd at
Giants Stadium, “1'm sure that will all
be worked out in practice. Cris is 0 new
holder. That's the first time he's ever
held in his life. Mike Lanese has been
there for three years.

“I'm sure Pat’s used to his snapper
and holder in high school just like
anybody else. Spangler and Lunesc
went three years, Thoy were about like
automutic the last two years, Rich was
the same way when Mike (Tomezak)
held for him (Spangler's freshman
yeur). He (Spangler) always thought o
lot of times it was the holder's fault,

"1 think it's just a matter of time,
working their timing out and Pat
getting his confidence in the holder
That's the way it is with any new
holder. T was the same way when [ was
at Ohio State. You're always kind of
wary of o new holder,

“1 haven't had a chance to talk to
ot continued Andrews, “but when
your first snap is o low snap and the
hold's not there, the second time you go
out there vou're probably not going to
do well, Instead of worrying about
kicking the ball, vou're mavbe
thinking ‘well, is the hold or snap
going to be there”

“That's the first thing I thought of
when he went to kick his second ball,”
sond  Andrews, now the director of
membership for the Buckeye Boostors,
“He seemed to be worrving about the
snap being there, | watched him the
day before in practice. He missed about
one out of 12 or 13 field goals. He was
kicking them during pregame and
then this turns around and happens.”

O'Morrow's two misses were both
way short and off to the right.

“It looked like he rushed it a Little
bit,” sad Spangler, who watched the
game on television from his home in
Marietta, Ohio, “He didn't roll his toe
over and he just pushed the ball to the
nght. T was sitting here at home with

For Ohio State
Sports News,
It’s BSB!

0SU’s Pat O’Morrow (34) Watches P‘GAttempr

my wife and I was telling her “hoy, 1
n-m--mlwr when 1 was in that
mituntion.” "

Spangler, whosigned as a free agent
but was later released by the Dallos
Cowboys this summer, had a streak of
bad luck as o freshman. In one game
against Hlinois, Spangler missed his
first three field gonl attempts. He
goained a measure of redemption with o
successful 27-yvard effort which helped
the Buckeyes to o 26:21 victory,

“I think that's when | became a man
from o boy,” said Spangler, who set o
Big Ten record for successful
conversions (177) while at Ohio State,
“1 was o hoy, then when 1 made that
winning field goal, 1 became a man.”

Andrews, whoe served as o backup
place-kicker to Viade Janakievski, Bob
Atha and Spangler in his four years on
the Buckeye squad, watched from o
pretty  good vantage point aw
O'Morrow experienced his problems,

"Hy the looks and the sound of it, he
didn't really hat the ball sohd onany of
his kicks,"” sand Andrews, "He may
have gotten under the ball just a httle
bit — mayvbe from approaching the ball
ton fast and trying to get it oft too
quickly.”

Both Spangler and
O'Morrow, who conw
extra points and 18 of
attempts during a threey career ot
Radford (Va) High School, can
r:-lmuml from his unfortunate start

“I think it was good that he
Iha-rv right away and got s hitth
soard Spangler. "Now, in the next
in two weeks, he'll have all s
jitters out and he'll come out and kick
the ball hike he can

“Pat’s gowng to be o great ki
Ohio State. People hav
and the conches have to realize — that
he's young. He might be the greatest
kicker toever come through Ohio State
He's got the leg — nice strong leg, He
Kicks off well, They've just got to he
patient with him.”

Andrews smd much the same thing

“He's o good enough kicker that 1
think he's going to come through,” smd
Andrews. T talked to him at practice
on Tuesday (the day before the game),

Andrews feel
ed 66 of 72
) field goal

He was a little nervous at that time
He'd been kicking great. I talked to
some of the conches and they thought
he was kicking outatanding.

“But in talking to him, he was still, in
the back of his mind, worried when
game time came around about whether
the ball was going to go through. [ told
him he'd kicked some big Geld goals in
high school but this was a little bit
different.”

Hoth former Buckeyes did not think
that O Morraw would have any serious
psychological problems about his first
rame.

“1 don't think he'll have a mental
letdown,” said Spangler. *He was very
nervous. You could see that there were
a lot of people out there who were
nervous — you know, first game of the
yvear, things like that, But | don’t think
Pat will have any problem

“1 know Pat well, He's from thesame
kicking comp that | came out of. He's
pot o good head on his shoulders. |
don't think he's going to have any
paychological effects. He's voung and
he's going to be a good kicker.”

Andrews  smid  constant  practice,
rep ins as Lh call them, will
rectily the problem

“Gioing through ns many repetitions
as he possibly can will help,” said
Andrews, “Not anly individuals with
just two people, but as a team. He must
kick as many times as he possibly can
to build his confidence back up. 'm
sure he'll do that 1t's just o matter of

-

sitting  down, setthng  down, and
saving ‘hey, | can do the job”

“Is up to him.”

A lot of 1t s mental,

“Whiat he's going to have todo,” siad

Andrews, “is mentally he's got to go
through the game thing in his mind
Regardless if vou're standing in front
of Cooach Bruce in practice, competing
for a position, he's got to put the ball
through just as much as you doin front
of GRO00 people.

“He's got to build o little bit of self-
confidence nght now, He's got the
potentin] and physical ability to be an
All-American at the Division | level,
It's just o matter of having confidence
in himself.”
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OSU Errors Help Alabama To 16-10 Win

By Jim Wharton

It was, at least the way Ohio State
viewed it, the Mistake(s) at The
Mendowlanda.

The Ohio State football team made
too many mistakes as it opened its 1986
season on a sour note, dropping a 1610
decision to Alabama in the Chase
Kickofl Claasic.

“The difference in the game was the
mistakes, very costly mistokes —
fumbles and w couple of interceptions,”
sid Buckeye conch Earle Bruce after
the Buckeyes, leading at one point 106,
lost their seasonopener for the first
time mince the 1978 squad of Woody
Hayes dropped a 190 decision to Penn
State. “When vou fumble going in,
that's o disaster. We had many
opportunities tonight and we could not
convert offensively,

“1 don’t think that takes anything
away from the aggressiveness of
Alabama's defense,” continued Bruce,
who failed to win his opener. for the
first time in his eight seasons at Ohio
State. “They did a good job of
defending us and forcing a lotof things
that happened. But, basically, it's your
own mistakes in football that kill you
and it did tonight for Ohio Siate.”

The Buckeyes began their series of
miscues in the early going. Senior
quarterback Jim Karsatos came out
firing, hitting tailback Vinee
Workman out of the backfield for a
nine-yard gain on the firat play of the
game. Alternating tailback John
Wooldridge then picked up two yards
for the Buckeyes' initial firat down of
the year.

But the next play was the kind
conches hate to aee. Karsatos, trying to
hook up with wide receiver Nate
Huorrin, instead had his pass picked off
by Alabama safety Ricky Thomaas, The
Crimson Tide, taking over at the OSU
:0 dwrrn in position to take an early
o0

They did.

After picking up a first down at the
Buckeye 29, Alabama had to settle for a
J8-yard field goal by Van Tiffin to take
n 30 lead less than four minutes into
the game

A d4.yard return of the ensuing
kickoff by Jamie Holland had Ohio
State in good field position for its
second possession.

Workman went right and then cut
back over the middle to pick up 17
varda on second down to give the
Buckeyes o first down at the Alabama
27, Karsatos, whao finished fifth in the
country in passing efficiency last year,
then hooked up with tight end Ed
Taggart over the middle for 11 yards

R

_
l! —

L .

Jam:e Holland (6) Fmds Hm‘e For26-Yard TD

and a first down at the 16,

But two penalties on the next four
glnya sent out bad vibes to the Ohio
State faithful in the crowd of 68,296 in
Gianta Stadium. A third down pasas for
Taggart over the middle was alightly
overthrown and an offensive pass
interference penalty forced the
Buckeyea to try a field gonl from the 27.

Freshman place-kicker Pat
(FMorrow never got a chance as the
anap from center Tom Moore was bad.
Holder Cris Carter was drilled for a six-
yard loas by the *Bamn defense as he
tried to scramble,

After forcing the Tide to punt, Ohio
State next took over on its own 17, The
Huckeyes netted o firat down at the 41
when Horris made a leaping eateh of a
pass from Karsatos, somehow
survived o hit by 'Bama defender
Kermit Kendrick and came down with
an 18-yvard gain.

Wooldridge and fullback George
Cooper combined for 10 yards on one
carry each for another first down
before one of the stranger plays of the
game netted the Bucks another first
down, Karsatos stepped up into the

e Stadium construction
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pocket and hit wide receiver Everett
Rosa, After a gain of 10 yards, Ross
wan hit by Crimson Tide linebacker
Joe Godwin, Ross fumbled but the ball
went directly into the hands of Carter,
who gained another nine yards before
being run out of bounds by Kendrick.
That march down the field was
wanted when O'Morrow came up way
short on a 42-yard field goal attempt,
Alabama went ahead 6-0 on ita next
possession when Tiffin capped o 10-
play drive with a 44-yard field goal.
The Buckeyes were foreed to punt but
defensivé back and co-captain Sonny
Gordon then atepped in front of a Shula
pass intended for tight end Howard
Cross and made an interception. A 21-

yard return by Gordon had the Bucks
in business at the Crimnon Tide 45 with
8:20 left in the first half,

Three plays later Holland dashed 26
yards to paydirt on an ingide reverse,
Holland, who did not carry the ball
once in 1985 but did show three rushes
in 1984, went right, vsed a crushing
blook from right tackle Larry
Kotterman, cut back to his left, slipped
o tackle attempt by Kendrick and
wlipped into the end zone with Ohio
State's first touchdown of the season.
O'Marrow converted and the Buckeyes
led 76 with 7:51 remaining before
intermission,

Ohio State had two more possessions
in the half, punting once and having
the second stopped when “Bama
freshman Vantriese Davis picked off a
Karsatos pnss for Holland,

The Buckeyes dominated the thied
quarter, Their first possossion ended in
o S7.yard field goal by O'Morrow.
Karsatos, who finished the evening
with 20 completions in 31 attempta for
193 yards, hit on five out of six in the
drive. The big plays in the advance
were a 10-yard completion to Cooper
ond a 17-yard pickup on a throw to
Corter, the latter's first cateh of the
YEAr.

Things really looked bright when
Alabama’s Kerry Goode fumbled the
ensuing kickoff and Tom Anderzack
fell on it for the Buckeyes. But that
possession ended when Cooper,
heading over right guard on a first-
and-goal at the nine, fumbled.
Anthony Smith, a defensive tackle,
recovered it for Alabama,

Five plays later the Bucks had the
ball again when linebacker Chris
HKuImnn leaped to intercept another

ula pass after the Crimson Tide
quarterback had avoided strong
preasure from Buckeye linebacker
John Sullivan.

The Buckeyes punted on that
posseasion but got the ball back two

lnys later when Gordon recovered n

bby Humphrey fumble at the
Alabama 26, Two false start penalties
backed the Bucks up 10 yards and on

Continued On Page 16
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Injuries Took Toll On Alabama Roster

The Ohio State football team went
into the Kickoff Classic in relatively
good physical shape. Other than
wecond team dofensive back Sean Bell
being out with a broken leg, only minor
aches nnd pains existed.

Alabama was not quite in the same
boat. The Crimson Tide lost the
services of two key players in weeks
leading up to the game,

All-American linebacker Corneliua
Hennett pulled o hamstring muscle
before his team departed for New
Jorsey,

Bennett, o 6.4, 236-pounder who is
being touted as o first-round NFL draft
choico mext spring, did not  play
ngainat the Buckeyes and also was
doubtful for the Tide's regular-season
opener against Vanderbilt on Sept. 6.

Derrick Thomas, o 62, 222 pound
sophomore who replaced Bennett in
the Alabama  lineup, also
weveral days of practice with o pulled
hamstring.

Also out of action were safely Rory
Turner, who underwent surgery for
torn liganmenta in his left knee less than
o week before the game, and his
wcheduled replacement, Shon Lee, who
suffered o broken elbow. Turner is
doubtful for the rest of the year.

‘Hama offensive tackle Hoss
dohnson and center Wea Neighbors
plaved, but at less than 100 percent,

Jdohnson, who stands 64 and tipa the
senles at 280 pounds, cut his foot in a
swimming pool accident before fall
camp opened. Neighbors, o 62, 250
pound senior and the son of former
Alnbama Al American tackle Billy
Neighbors, aggravated o knee injury.

ALABAMA COACH Ray Poerking
made his first appearance in Giants

missed |

Buck Beat

With Jim Wharton

Stadiom since Dee. 11, 1982, when he
guided the New York Giants to o 237
win over the Philadelphia Engles,

In four years us head conch of the
NFL Giants, Perking compiled o 2:3.24
record. His best year came in 1981
when his team went 97 to qualify for
the playofis.

OHIO STATE saw ita record in
acason openers fall to 82:11-4 with the
loss to Alabama, The Buckeyes had not
lost their first game of the vear since
1978, when Woody Haves' charges
were blanked 19.0 by Penn State.

“The rond opener for OSU) was the
first since 1975 when it shat out
Michigan State 214, The Buckeyes
now are 4-4 when opening on the road,
but the previous three losses came
before the turn of the century. The
Buckeyes have opened on the vond only
four times sinee 19040,

THE OSU players paid a visit to
Yankee Stadium the night hefore the
Kickoff Classic. While there they
watched s the Californin Angels
gained a 20 victory,

OHIO STATE NOW s 0-2 against
Alabama. In the only previous meeting
between the achools, Hear Bryant's
Tide rolled over Woody Hayes and the
Buckeyes 356 in the 1978 Sugar Bowl,

THE MATCHUP of OSU and
Alabama  pitted two of college
foothall’s best-known names. Over the
years, Alabama has amassed 815 wins,
the fourth-best total of all time. The
Tide has pl uyo‘t:l in 38 bowl gamea and

won 18 Southeastern Conference
chaompionships.

Ohio State has won 0608 games
(seventh best in history), captured 24
Big Ten titles and appeared in 20 bow]
games, The Buckeyes own strings of 19
consecotive winning seasons and 14
straight bowl appearances,

THE DISMISSAL OF Terry White
and the suspension pf Derck Isaman
forced some position changes. Jahn
Sullivan, who was running second
behind Michael Kee ot one inside
linebacker apot, was moved Lo
Isaman’s spot on the outside. David
Hrown, n second-year freahman out of
Utiea, N.Y., was moved into White's
spot ot safety.

BUCKEYE BOSS Earle Bruce and
his Alabama counterpart Riy Perkins
had never faced ench other from
opposite sides of the field. But they had
worked together bhefore, Bruce was
head conch of the East team in lnst
vear's Enst:West Shrine game and
Perkins served as an assistant,

IF OSU GOES to 0 bowl game this
year, it would mean o 1game season
for the Buckoeyes, the longest in school
history, OSU has played 12 regular
senson games belore, posting an 822
record in 1905,

TERRY WHITE, dismissed from
the Ohio State team for disciplinary
reasons o week before the Kickoff
Classie, reportedly will enrol]l ot Weast
Virginin.

White, who originally had made o
verbal commitment to WV prior to
changing his mind and opting for
OS5, wan accepted at the school and
wns uuing to begin elosses on Aug, 29,

Another report, however, anid
Buckeye conch Earlo Bruce has refused
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to wign a release for White. If Bruce
holda fiem on this matter, White would
not be eligible for an athletie
wcholarship this year, He would in 1987
when, ironieally, the Mountaineers
travel to Columbus to take on the
Buckeyes in the season opener,

“That’s his prerogative,” White tald
the Columbus Dispateh, "I'm looking
out for Terry now. 1 can't sit back and
worry about Earle Bruce because if 1
would . 1 probably would never
play football again,”

White left Ohio State — before school
started — with two years of playing
eligibility remaining. But if he
transfers to another Division [ school,
he would have to sit out one of those
yeara (19860 and lose one wear

PLAYING IN THE Kickoff Classic
was o financial boost to the OSU
athletic department.

According to OSU Athletic Director
Rick Bay, both schools should realize o
wross  of more than $600,000 af
attendance surpassed 60,000 — which
it did with 68,298 fans ahowing up in
Giants Stadium. Of that figure, Ohio
State should gain approximately
$400,000 after expenses.

Bay soid there were, however,
reasons  other than financial for
accepling the Kickolf Classie berth.
Among them were the national
television exposoure and the
educational aspects of visiting the New
Yark City aren.

OS5SU QUARTERBACK Jim
Karsatos came up a little short in o bid
to move into seventh place on the
school’s all-time total vardage list.

The senior signal-caller went into the
seagon opener needing 225 yards to
surpass  Keith Byars (3,235), wha
stands gixth on the list, With 193
passing yvards and three more on the

pround, Koarsstor now showas 3,207
total yards,
CRIS CARTER &nared three

passes in the Kickoff Classic, putting
him at 102 in his career. Carter, only o
Junior, remaing in Gfth place on the nll:
time reception list, four behind Doug
Danley,

PLACE-KICKER VAN Tiffin of
Alabama continued his record-setting
corecr by kicking his 97th straight
extra point and three field gonls
apainat the Buckeyes.

Talfin, o senior from Red Boy, Ala.,
wenl into the season nlready holding
school marks for most points (234),
field goala (46), singleseason scoring
(84 points in 1984), single-senson field
wonls (17 and field goals in a game (4),

His 97 consccntive conversions
oxtended Alabama’s NCAA record to
166 atraight without a miss. Tiffin,
who has the seven longest field goalsin
Tide history, has not missed an extrea
point in his collegiate career,

TIDE QUARTERBACK Mike
Shula came up a little short of passing
doe Namath and moving into fifth
place on his school's all-time passing
lisnt

Shula passed for only 83 yvards
against OSU, leaving him 47 yards
short of surpassing the 2,714 yards of
Namath, Another famous name on the
"HBoma passing charts is former NI,
standout Ken Stabler, who is just
behind Shula with 2,196 yards,

"HAMA RECEIVER Grog
Richardson also failed to poss the man
just ahead of him on the school's all
time reception yoardnge list.

Richardson, o senior from Mobile,
Ala., stands 10th on the Tide chart
with 849 yards in catehes. The guy just
ahead of him? Tide conch Ray Perking
with 908 vards,
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The Numbers Game

Alabama 16, Ohio State 10

ALABAMA 3 3 0 10 16
OHIO STATE 0 1 3 0 10

ALA — Tiffin 38 field goal 11:21

ALA — Tiffin 44 field goal 12:49

OSU — Holland 26 run (O'Morrow kick) 7:09
OSU — O'Morrow 37 field goal 7:40

ALA — Bell 3 pass from Shula (Tiffin kick) 9:33
ALA — Tiffin 28 field goal 1:02

Att, — 68,206

ALA 0su
First Downs 17 16
Rushing 12 8
Passing b 6
Penalty 0 2
Rushes-Yards 50-212 33123
Passing Yards 83 193
Passes 19-11-2 31-20-2
Offensive Plays 69 64
Total Net Yards 2095 316
Third Down Eff. 4-11 412
Punts 4-38.2 4-40.0
Fumbles-Lost 32 41
Penalties 766 640
Time Of Possession 327 28:33

Individunl Statistics

HUSHING (Att-Net Yda) — ALABAMA: Jolka 1568, Humphrey 11:60; Allon 11-43; K.
Gioode 52017 Shula 620, OHIO STATE: Workman 13-38; Wooldridge 10-30; Holland 1-26; -
Coaper b2l Carter 123 Karsatos 3.1,

PASSING (Att-Comp.Int-Yde - TD) — ALABAMA: Shula 19-11-2831, OHIO STATE:
Karantos 31-20-2-103.0,

RECEIVING (Ree, Yda) — ALABAMA: Allen 4-28; K. Goode 3-28; Bell 2-8; Richardson 1-
10; Cross 19, OHIO STATE: Workman 647, Harris 4-536; Taggart 428, Carter 356, Cooper 2-
16; Roaas 1410,

PUNTING (NosAvelg) = ALABAMA: Mohr 438,247, OHIO STATE: Tupa 4-40.044,

PUNT RETURNS (No-Ave.-lg) — ALABAMA: Richardson 27516, OHIO STATE:
Hoas 35,08,

KICKOFF RETURNS (No-Ave.-lg) — Goode 1-872.037; Humphray 1:230-20. OHIO
STATE: Holland 422 5-44; Workman 120,020,

DEFENSIVE FUMLLES RECOVERED BY — ALARAMA: Smith. OHIO STATE:
Ciordon, Anderzack.

INTERCEPTIONS « ALABAMA: K. Thomas, V. Davis. OHIO STATE: Gordon,
Spiclman

TACKLES FOR LOSS — ALABAMA: Rockwell, Smith, D. Thomas, P. Brown, Gilbert,
OHIO STATE: Spielman (2), J. Sullivan (2), Ridder..

TACKLES (Solo-Ass. Tot.) = ALABAMA: K. Thomas 617, Rockwell 6:1.7; V. Davis 3.2
5, Godwin & 1-4; Smith 22.4; Cooper 4.0-4; Jarvis 3 1.4; Slaughter 0-4-4; P Brown 3.14; W,
Diavia 4-0-4; D, Thomas 2-1-3; Rabinaon 2-1-3; Shepperd 3-0-3; Hendricks 20-2; Gilbert 2-02;
Richardson 140-1; Braggs 140-1; Condon 4-0:1; Mitchell 1-0:-1; Holoman 140-1; Eppa 14)-1.
OHIO STATE: Spielman 11-516; Gordon 73:10; Kee 6-39; Rogan 7-1.8; J, Sullivan 7-1.8;
Holliman & 14; Kumerow 3:1-4; Lee 3-1-4; Brown 3-0-3; Ridder 2.0-2; Higdon 1.0-1,

y%ﬁunu O

245 King Avenve
Columbus, Ohio 43201
614-201.3130
Howrs: 12-7, Monday-Saturday.
COME EXPLORE BYZANTIUM!

All-cottan clothes, natural fiber blankets, and lots more!
Modern and antigue beads, findings, and jewelry making supplies.

el 2 R o
John Wooldridge

Harrison House
Apartments

A Personal Invitation from Coach Bruce...
Join the Buckeye Boosters and support athletics at OSU.,
Free admission to:

Spring Practice Game, Quarterback Club Meetings,
Meet-The-Team Day in August. Buckeye Boosters
sponsors five away game trips plus a bowltrip, including
flights to Washington, lowa and Wisconsin and bus trips

BE A WINNER AND VISIT US!
We offer the finest in student
and summer conference

accomodations.
to Indiana and Purdue. :
Annual Membership: $25. Family (614)
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Loop Brass TaRkes St
Big Ten Notes

A rule that caused many h:‘u_dm-h:]::j
for Big Ten football coaches in 1‘11
has been clarified to make things
easier in 1986. o

The Big Ten Conference has clarified
its rules on crowd noise in hopes of
making them easier to interpret.

League supervisor of offici s Gene
Calhoun said Big Ten officials I1I-.ut
trouble interpreting the crowd noise
rule during the first half of last season
and the questions had to be cleared up.

If you recall, the crowd noise rule
became an issue last season after [owa
coach Hayden Fry complained about
Ohio State’s crowd being so loud that

Buckeye Sports Bulletin

akes Stand On Crowd Noise

Originally Published: Sept. 13, 1986

With Mike Wachsman

home teams. Obviously, you
expect fans to it on ther han
whisper, but the coaches are interested

in fairand equitable play. That was the
consensus and we're pleased with the

coaches' attitude,”

- = The way the rule works is this: I a
lowa gquarterback Chuck _l.nn B r;u:l‘rh‘rh;u'k f'f’.l'I:IIJ]:IiIIH his signals
wuldn't call plays at the |lr!t_' of can't be heard, it's up to the s'r-ln-re-rr-._‘.n
Sk Long threw four decide if the complaint is valid. The

serimmage. . |
interceptions against 08S
lost 22-13. r W

Calhoun said, “The coaches ngreec
that it was more important for the
offensive team to be able to hear
signals than it was to penalize the

U and lowa

first action the ref can take is to stop
the clock until the noise subsides. He's
allowed to do that twice for both teams

If the noise persists after two clock
stoppages, the officials will go to the
home team's coach to seek help in

You CAN
Win A TriP TO
THE SuPEr BowL OR

$1,000 IN CasH IN
THIS FOOTBALL
CONTEST

* 250,000 readers

* No. | national

Each year for the past quarter cen-
fury hundreds of thousands of foot-
ball fans have entered the FOOTBALL
NEWS contest by selecting the win-
ners of just 16 major college and pro
games. You can join them by using
the special entry blank at the right.

All entrants may send in up to five
entries and each member of your
family can enter. Do not pick ties.
CIRCLE THE TEAMS THAT YOU THINK
WILL WIN.

This is an elimination contest. As
soon as you make a wrong selection
you are out of the contest. Decision
of the judges is final. Void where pro-
hibited by law. Postmark deadline is
Oct. 3.

For extra bl_u.'n_k's,. Qlena self ad-
dressed stamped envelope to ad-
dress at the right.

l;oin picking

Sponsored by

FOOTBALL NEWS

America’s #1 Grid Weekly

° Published cach Monday presecson’oP0 _ |NATIONAL TITLE ON LINE
during the season 7 Earty | Eedhovive | e |

* Our 48th year * Statistics—schedules | E{;E: a-v:nm au\:t:é:

* Complete coverage of col-  * Draft preview - —— -
lege and NFL  $2.50 a copy on newsstands

e o e ot OFFICIAL ENTRY BLANK o et s e e vy

Select the winners of these college and NFL I
games. Da not pick ties. [
OCT. 4 NOTRE DAME AT ALABAMA [
OCT. 12 N.Y. JETS AT NEW ENGLAND
OCT. 18 ARKANSAS AT TEXAS
OCT. 19 N.Y. GIANTS AT SEATTLE
OCT. 25 NORTH CAROLINA AT LSU
NOV. 1 FLA. ST. AT MIAMI, FLA.
NOV. 3 L.A. RAMS AT CHICAGO
NOV. 9 L.A. RAIDERS AT DALLAS
NOV, 15 UCLA AT WASHINGTON
NOV. 15 PENN STATE AT NOTRE DAME
NOV. 22 MICHIGAN AT OHIO STATE
NOV, 22 OKLAHOMA AT NEBRASKA
NOV, 24 N.Y. JETS AT MIAMI
NOV. 27 GREEN BAY AT DETROIT I
DEC. 1 N.Y, GIANTS AT SAN FRAN.
DEC. 7 DENVER AT KANSAS CITY

TIE BREAKER: Total points 1o be scored In Penn State-
Notre Dame game 061

Nama {Please Print)
A0 S SPECIAL
N | OFFER

Zip —Phone.

L Send me o sample copy of FOOTBALL NEWS. $1 enclosed,

1 Send me 10 issues of FOOTBALL NEWS for $12.95 (o $25

volua), Enclose your check.

FOOTBALL NEWS CONTEST CREDIT CARD
17820 EAST WARREN

DETROIT, MICH. 48224

quieting the crowd, Here's where it gets
interesting. If the won’t
cooperate, the public address
isked to read a

the Big Ten.

crowd

announcer will he

statement prepa

The statement if the noise isn't
reduced to an acceptable level, the
home team could be charged with a
timeout, or a five-yard penalty if it has

no timeouts,

THE SEARCH FOR A permanent
replacement for the : Dave MeClain
as Wisconsin foothall coach will begin
early this fall, acc g to Athletie
Director Elroy Hirsch

“Sometime during the
season we will be pos
head foothall coach :
Hirsch said. “We will
screening proce and
the head coac
recrulling purpos

Hirsch said interim coach Jim
Hilles, a long-time
McClain, is a strong ca

AS IF MICHIGAN fc
Bo Schembe
to do while
around tha
next athle

Curre

football

requiring ia
before or during
age 70. Canham will
27, 1988.

Canham was
influential AD i a
survey of college officials by an
Arizona newspaper. He received more
votes than the next three finishers
combimed.

WE RETURNTO BO ¢
of the week

At Michigan’'s came
were asking Bo
with as much 1
squad, which went
the season ranked num
polls.

“We won't go into this season with a
soft belly, I can guarantee vou that,”
said Bo. “Because we really didn't
accomplish anything in '85. We had a
darn fine squad, but we didn’t win the
Big Ten title.

“It’s been three straight vears since
Michigan’s won the Big Ten title, so
yes, we've got resolve. The national
championship won’t mean that much
to me. To the players, though, it would
probably mean a lot. You vote on
national championships, you don't
play forit. But that's OK with me. 'ma
poll guy."

Spielman

Continued From Page 1

good game. Unfortunately Alabama
was the better team.”

Spielman, by nature, will growl even
harder as he and his Buckeve
teammates, after a couple of days off,
go about the business of preparing fora
Sept. 13 trip to Seattle where they will
tangle with Washington. The Kickoff

I a

Classic contest will, according to
Spielman, be beneficial to the
Buckeyes.

“1 think it will be a little advantage,
yes, that we have one game experience
under our belts,” said Spielman. “But
being that Coach (Don) James is from
Massillon, where I'm from, [ know he’ll
be ready to go and I know he'll have his
team ready to go.

“What are you going to do? We're
going to be ready, also.”



Washington
Continued From Page 13

in the fall. Wiese, who started one game
at left tackle last year, !1\:“‘]!‘ the
transition to guard in the spring and h_r
is being contested by Garth Thomas (-
3 257). a senior who started the first six
games at left guard a year ago hefore
being sidelined with a strained knee,
On defense, an all-senior cast of
Reggie Rogers (6-6, 260). Steve Alvord
(64, 262) and Steve Roberts (64, 238)
are penciled in across the front in the
Huskies' threeman defensive line.
Rogers, the younger bt her of
former Cleveland Browns defensive
back Don Rogers, who died a tragic
death earlier this summer, was a first-
team all-league selection based on his
112 tackles last fall. He is already a
can according to
= being touted for
and Lombardi

in, he has good quickness
b petes well,” said James. 1
he can be a dominating player
use 1o rood defense, we're
ike that.”
I Washington’s starting
kere — Joe Kelly and Ron
ilev — were drafted in the first five
iz bv NFL teams. But all is not
two experienced players return.
vid Rill (6-0, 218) and Bo Yates (6-
15 part-time starter Tom
, 216) are all back for
sason. All three are juniors
. grown up in the program

“He

be

I, who operates at left inside

finebacker., paced: the Huskies in

tackles last year with 187,
L ST ATIT e Loy b

t

solid at

¥ W 11;1 Peopiles (b-1, 't‘;m\. Hall (6-2,
James (6-0, 199) and Kielan
2100,

Martt
Peoples, a two-time honorable
tion all-league choice, is a big-

gue o itter. Hall started the first two

f intil being forced 1o the
fout injury. In those

sid S
two conte
i a

guestinns remain about the

posit because of a lack
v Williams (5-10,
{3-10), 176} are

.5, Malone was

defensive

give the Huskies
.. Jaeger has
goal attempts
n his career and s a shot at the
AA career record of 79 With 264
shurt of the
wrd. Javger

career points, heis only =i
I's all-time seoring re
Tve three-pointers in one game
r und has hit two or more ficld
i

i34 regular-season games
s participated in

and has averaged 38.7 yvards on
its in his three years and big
are expected of haim in 1986

Schedule

A b
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Continued From Page 7

the second play of the fourth quarter
O'Morrow again came up way short on
a 44-yard attempt at a ll]'trec-]mint!!r.

All of those missed opportunities
must have sent out signalato Alabama
that it could still bounce back. The
Crimson Tide did just that.

Shula drove his team 72 yards in 12
plays for its first six-pointer. Shula,
who completed 11 passes in 19
attempts for 83 yards in the game,
connected with favorite receiver Albert
Bell slanting over the middle for a
three-vard TD pass with 9:33 left in the
game. Tiffin’s conversion put
Alabama ahead 13-10,

The Tide then tried to clinch the
verdict after taking a Tupa punt to
start a drive at its own 40. Eleven plays
later Alabama had a first-and-goal at
the OSU five. But Spielman;, voted the
most valuable player of the game,

AL L
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Missed Field Goals Hurt Buckeye Cause

. dropped first tailback Gene Jelks for a :

two-yard loss and then Shula
additional three-yard loss, S?l:]:’l:
pass for Jelks in the left corner of the
end zone was long and the Tide settled
for a 28-yard field goal by Tiffin for a
lfi-lﬂ lend with 1:02 showing on the
clock, pee 23
The Buckeyes, who must regroup for
a Sept. 13 clash in Seattle ng:;nat

Washington, gave it a real last-ditch
effort. ;

Karsatos hit Workman over the
middle for eight and Carter to the left
for 21 and a first down at midfield.
After another pass to Workman picked
up five yards, Karsatos was sacked by
Alabama linebacker Randy Rockwell

for a threeyard loss, Eight seconds’

remained,

The clock ran out as Karsatos tried to
hit Carter deep. But Alabama was
penalized 15 yards for pass

interference by linebacker Derrick
Thomas. Since a game cannotend ona
defensive penalty, the Buckeyes, now
snapping from the 33, got one more
play.

Karsatos then hit Carter at the 18
and 'Bama — and Thomas — again
was called for interference. There was,
again, no time on the clock, but there
was another play. One final fling
toward Carter was broken up by
élo:bnma's Chris Goode and Britton

per.

Maybe the Buckeyes felt they had
nine lives at this point. :

“1 don’t know about that” said
Bruce. “But the fouls were committed
and the penalties were called. T just
wish Cris Carter could have made that
cateh there at the end. Then I would
have been all smiles and someone else
would have been erying. But it didn’t
happen that way.”

Here's a chance to take advantage of a special subscription offerto B
ssource fo'li‘ 01‘1‘10 Sstat.e University sports information — and automati
icket Spectacular Y

[ $5.00 — 7 issues
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You could win the grand prize of two season tickets for
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Ohio Offers Abundance Of Prep Talent

Editor's note: In the last issue of Buckeye Sports
- Bulletin, we looked at perhaps the top 24 Ohio high
school football players. In this second of a two-part
series, we look at the rest of the Ohio prep talent.

By Jim Wharton

While Ohio appears to offer groups of three top-
notch players at most positions, as noted in the last
issue, quarterback is not one of them. But there are
two good ones among Buckeye state high school
players being recruited by major colleges.

Scott Schaffner, a 6-3, 185-pounder at Cincinnati
Moeller and Kevin Kirkpatrick, a 6-2, 180-pounder
who broke several Art Schlichter records at Miami
Trace, rank as the best prospects in Ohio.

Schaffner took over the starting duties at Moeller
in the fifth game a year ago and finished the season
having completed 111 of 195 passes for 1,599 yards
and 18 touchdowns. In his 10 starts, which carried
the Crusaders to the Division I state championship,
Schaffner was intercepted only twice.

Kirkpatrick was the Southeastern District Class
AAA Back of the Year after hitting on 82 of 151
tosses for 1,550 vards and 11 TDs,

There are other quarterbacks in the Buckeye state
with unlimited potential. Whether any are Division

I college prospects is uncertain this early in the
season. .

Best among the rest might be Richard Pierce of
Mogadore. The 6-2, 185-pound Pierce guided his
squad to the Division V state semifinals, He goes
into his senior season with 216 completions in 411
attempts for 2,838 yards and 31 TDs.

Others to keep an eye on include Jim Vivo (6-1,
185) of Youngstown Chaney; Joe Roebuck (6-1, 190)
of Bryan, who also is an outstanding baseball
prospect; Frank Edie (6-3, 200) of Beloit West
‘Branch; Mike McQueen (6-1, 195) of Cincinnati

Reading; Jerry Phillip (6-0, 180) of Lima and Dion
‘Smith (6-5, 200) of Cincinnati Northwest.

Behind Cincinnati CAPE's Carlos Snow (58,
:%g),-‘al. ]\?l;irsvnille‘s i ohn Spencer (5-11,]1185) and

[roy's Mike Delwiche (5-11, 193), Ohio's top
'f\iﬁiinmg"ﬁacks whom we touched on lastissue, area
?f backs with possible major college

fullback rushed for 740 yards in seven

2 _a' 6-2, 210-pounder, is a big tailback with
8.

Doug Lewis (5-10, 180) of Middletown rushed for
~ over 1,100 vards and scored 18 touchdowns in 1985
“but grades could be his downfall. Brad Smith (6-0,
170) of Youngstown Boardman also picked up over
1,100 yards while scoring 14 times.
Dwayne Hunter (5-10, 180) of Cincinnati
Princeton is one of the swiftest backs in Ohio,
having been clocked in 4.4 for the 40-yard dash, A

- Steve Gahr of Moeller might be the best. The 81,
games last fall before being injured, Dirk Allen of

 Macomber-Whitney

top prospect, grades also could block his path to the
hig time

A player similar to Hunter, and also from the
Cineinnati area, is Aaron Kinebrew of Withrow.
The 5-11, 175-pound Kinebrew has been timed at 4.5
in the 40, led the Queen City area in kickoff returns
in 1985 and is an excellent (3.5) student.

Columbus Eastmoor, alma mater of such noted
names as the Griffin brothers, could turn out
another good one this year in Ted Johnson, a 510,
195-pounder. Johnson rushed for over 1,000 vards
at Dayton Jefferson a year ago and also was a
member of a state-record holding 400-meter relay
team.

Others to watch include Bob Mason (5-10, 185) of
Chillicothe; Dave McCoy (6-2, 215) of Cincinnati
Withrow; Danny Ruff (6-3, 235) of Akron Buchtel:
Derrick Russell (5-11, 205) of Columbus
Independence, who scored 19 TDs as a junior; Jeff
Singleton (5-11, 185) of Canton Timken, and
Carlton Thomas (6-0, 187) of Lima.

While James Bradley (6-2, 187) of Orrville, Vince
Marrow (6-3, 212) of Youngstown Cardinal Mooney
and Anthony Morgan (6-1, 190) of Cleveland John
Adams are regarded as the best among the
available wide receivers, there are others who
deserve attention.

Ken Griffey (6-2,184) is a swift wideout at Moeller.
The son of the major league baseball player with the
same name, the younger Griffey reportedly
possesses all the tools colleges are looking for.

Don’t count out Eric Cherry (5-11, 170) of Akron
East nor Mark Smith (6-1,185) of Canton McKinley.
Both have tremendous potential. »

The highly touted tight endsin Ohioinclude Dave
Diebolt (6-4, 220) of Mayfield, Michael Boykin (6-3,
215) of Dayton Jefferson and Jay Koch (6-4, 195) of
Cincinati Purcell-Marian.

Another good one is Terrance Coleman (6-3, 215)
of Dayton Meadowdale, who is no relation to
present Buckeye freshman Kenny Coleman of the
same high school. Chris Craig (6-4, 230) of Toledo
Jim Goode (6-5, 210) vof

-college recruiters. -
_ John Repasky (6-5, 260) of Youngstown Cardinal
Mooney, Craig Kintz (66, 245) of Canton McKinley
“and Mike Shoaf (6-5, 270) of Orwell Grand Valley
stand tall among the state's offensive linemen.
_ Butnot far behind are the likes of Dan Anderson
(6-4, 245) of Kettering Alter, Bob Dahl (6-5, 233) of
Chagrin Falls, Chris Hofmeir (65, 250) of
Cincinnati Anderson, Lance Hostetler (6-4, 250) of
Massillon, Matt Kriegel (64, 225) of Toledo Central
Catholic, Steve Matheson (6-5, 260) of Fairfield,
Brian McQuire (6-5, 260) qf-_Upper Arlington, John

Is Kenston also will draw plenty of ~

Monroe (6-4, 250) of Columbus Marion-Franklin,
John Roberts (6-6, 290) of Urbana, Steve Rossi (6-2,
250) of Hilliard, Derek Schmidt (6-3, 240) of
Worthington, Greg Seely (6-6, 250) of Cincinnati
Mariemont and David Wilkins (65, 225) of
Cincinnati Aiken

Turning to the defensive side of the line, Andy
Krupa (6-2, 230) of Centerville, Brian Tschantz (6-4,
240) of Barberton and Dallas Walker (6-3, 235) of
Tallmadge are reportedly the cream of the crop.

Others to watch include Dave Boone (6-4, 240) of
North Canton Hoover, Shawn Harper (6-4, 240) of
Columbus Independence, Rick Jun (6-4, 268) of
Toledo St. John's, Dave McQuigg (6-4, 235) of
Delaware, John Savely (64, 230) of Columbus
Watterson, John Sloboda (62, 245) of Marion
Pleasant, Chris Stine (6-6, 268) of Toledo St. John’s
and Troy Treece (6-4, 240) of Van Wert.

The cast of available linebackers has Jerrod
Vance (6-3, 241) of Massillon, Bill Price (6-0, 200) of
Galion and Mick Schell (6-1, 220) of Sandusky
Perkins playing the leading roles.

But supporting actors in this show include the
likes of Tom Lease (6-4, 220) of Kenton, Pat Casey (6-
0, 215) of Wadsworth, Jeff Heidemann (6-0, 211) of
Cincinnati Elder, Pat Jackson (6-2, 215) of Van
Wert, Jim Knecht (6-1, 220) of Cincinnati Moeller,
John Ragan (6-4, 228) of Toledo St. John's, Brian
Townsend (6-3, 215) of Cincinnati Northwest and
Shawn Truss (6-2, 210) of Middletown.

In the secondary, Vincent Clark (62, 180) of
Cincinnati CAPE, Tim Rutledge (5-11, 178} of
Youngstown East and Jeremy Lincoln (6-1, 168) of
Toledo DeVilbiss are said to be the best in the state.

But there are others being pursued. Among this
group are Mike Borsala (60, 185) of Clayton
Northmont, Richie Evans (5-11, 175) of Columbus
Mifflin, Mark Fletcher (6-0, 185) of Cincinnati
Princeton, Jim Habuda (6-1, 180) of Youngstown
Boardman, Bart Letcavits (5-11, 165) of Massillon,
Dirk Miller (64, 190) of Westerville North, Matt
Swank (6-0, 186) of Massillon and Mike Turner (5
11, 175) of Cincinnati Wit A

the best place-kickers in the
te while Mark Abmos of Sandusky Perkins,
Jason Benedict of Van Bruen, Lee Buck of
Macedonia Nordonia and Andy Grombacher of

. Toledo Central Catholic top the list of punters.

F "_I'hr'ea other players need to be mentioned at this
point, lest we be accused of overlooking them. Jeff

‘Graham of Kettering Alter, Anthony Smith of

Parma Holy Name and James Stanford of
Youngstown East were all discussed in the first part
of this series.

Graham, Smith and Stanford are. as the experts
see them, outstanding athletes capable of playing
any one of several positions at the collegiate level.

Continued From Page 5

“Quotebook” ¢/

it was broken,” said Bell, who
accompanied the team to the Kickoff
Classic and spent the game resting on
crutches on the sideline. “I was hoping
it was just a sprain.”

The accident proved to be a real
misfortune to Bell when starting safety
Terry White was later dismissed from
the team. Bell had advanced to the
point where he was playing as the
‘nickel’ back in passing situations and
probably would have been given a
crack at replacing White.

“This is just a negative part of the
game,” said Bell, the younger brother
of Todd Bell, former Ohio State
standout and an All-Pro safety with
the Chicago Bears who recently ended
a holdout which had extended through
the entire 1985 season.

“It's just one of those things and
you've got to bounce back and keep a
positive attitude. I've got to keep my
head straight and stay in tune with
football. That way when I'm healthy
again, I can contribute to this team.”

L.
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The View From 15th and High

By Frank L. Moskowitz, BSB Publisher

On Second Look, Maybe Things Weren’t So Bad

The VCR is a wonderful invention,

1 went back and watched a tape of
the Chase Kickoff Classic and decided
it was not as bad for Ohio State as |
thought it was right after [ first viewed
the game.

Ohio State had some questions going
into the game, and those questions
seemed o have been answered —
negatively, I might add.

There wos o question about the
offensive line. And the offensive line
had ita problems in OSU" 16-10 loss to
Alabama. Anytime Vince Workmaon
and John Wooldridge, combined, rack
up only 68 yvards on 23 corries for less
than a 3.0 average, the offensive line is
probably not blowing people off the
ball. And the Bucks were flagged with
some costly procedure calls that were
probably caused by inexperience along
the line.

There was also n question about the
kicking game. Rich Spangler had
departed, and Pat O'Morrow, only
weeks removed from knee surgery, was
called to action. Again the question
was  answered negatively, as the
fresh from Virginia missed on
three of four attempts. His missed field
goals hurt not only in terms of the nine
lost points, but also in terma of
hindering Ohio State’'s momentum.

And it's hard to overlook the
Buckeyes' three turnovers,

Sowhy do Lsay the gm‘ne wis not as
bad as I first thought

First of all, let's not forget that
Alabama had more turnovers and
yards in penalties than the Buckeyes.
Chalk some of that up to first-game
Jitters,

Denpite all of their problems, the
Buckeyes still almost defeated the

Ruggieri
Continued From Page 18

“Synchronized swimming happened
to be one example. Like if they were
reviewing the physics department and
they brought up the welding or the
music departments, You know, it's the
amnll chambor orchestra that has a lot
of good PR values, but they don’t make
money.

“So 1 think that's what President
Jonnings said and that's what people
clonrly have to look at. He says we
want a commitment to excellence,
number one. Number two, we want
opportunitios for nll.

“1 think the issue was not
synchronized swimming and Mary Jo,
It was the philosophies of the
president; the philosophies and the
direction of Ohio State University; o
commitment to excellence and
educational values,

“Athletics hos been o runaway
horse. It wasn't my fault it got to that
point and presidents started
intervening. 1 mean, five years ago if
the AD wanted to do whatever he
wanted to do, he could, Five yearsago |
would have been crawling out of there
on all foura."

Ruggieri was buoyed by the ontcome.

“I'm renlly proud of this university
for standing up for it,” she smd.
“They're the first university in the
United States to say no o some
things."”

fifth-ranked team in the country, The
defense was excellent, holding the Tide
to only 16 points and 295 total yards.
Last season, Alabama averaged 26.7
points and 380.1 total yards a game,

We at BSB have been watching the
preseason  AllLAmerican  lists  and
Alabama’s Mike Shula is invanably
on the list at quarterback, while OSU's
Jim Karsatos is usually not.

However, Karsatos' game certainly
compaored well to Shula’s. Karsatos
was 20 of 31 for 193 yards and two
interceptions, while Shula completed
just 11 of 19 for 83 yards with two
interceptions and a touchdown, At
times he was ineffective.

As you would expect from the son of
Don Shula, the younger Shula showed
great poise in the fourth quarter, when
Alabama put the game away.
However, Karsatos showed good poise
throughout the game, also,

The combination of Jim Karsatos to
Cris Carter will make its mark this
wpeason. However, the OSU passing
game will be that much more effective
if it has a strong running game to go
with it and to have that, the line is
going to have to open some holes, Great
Ohio State offenses are built around
great offensive lines,

I take heart in the fact that the
offensive line was terrible in the season
opener, a 107 win over Pitt, last
wseason. (OSU gained 48 yards on 39
rushes that evening.) Yot the big guys
up front made rapid improvement and
became o strength by the end of the
season,

Our reports on O'Morrow have been
excellent. If he is not emotionally
acarred from his Kickoff Classic
experience, he should rack up hisshare
of points this season.

The Kickoff Classic resulted in a
very disappointing loas for Ohio State.
But there are 11 or 12 more games Lo
play, and the Bucks musat be concerned
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Ohio State will compete in the Gator
Bowl Tournament Dee. 2820, Hesides
Florida, whom the Bockeyes play in the
opening  round, Virginia Tech and
Jdacksanville are the other leams

The Buckeyes also will participate in
the Aloha Classic Dee. 2830 in Hawaii

with those contests now.

For wyears, Earle Broce has
maintained that o team's biggest
improvement comes between the first
and second games of the season: With a
demanding road test against
Washington on tap, we'll see how
necurate Earle's theory is,

JAMIE HOLLAND IS certain to
become an Ohio Stadium favorite. The
senior out of Wake Forest, N.C., had
the Giants Stadium crowd buzzing
with o 4d-yord kickoff return and his
26-yard touchdown run against
Alabama. The 62, 186-pounder makes
good use of his 4.04 speed.

THE LAST TIME Ohig State lost
ite opening game, the Buckeyes were
also facing a national power and also
were turnover-plagued. The Buckeyes,
in Art Schlichter's first game, were
crushed by Penn State in the 1978
opener, 190, OSU cougthed up the hall
eight times in that game — five imes
on interceptions and three times on
fumbles.

1 might add that the Buckeyes went
on to post a disappointing 7-4-1
compaign that year, which stands ns
the worst Ohio State season sinee 1971,
In fact, a certain coach ended up losing
his job that year,

WHEN SEAN BELL went down
with o leg injury, | did not attach that
much significance to his loas,

Howevkr, it proved to be a bigger loss
than expectod when Terry White was
booted off the team, along with Roman
Hates, for rules infractions. Bell, a
sophomore out of Middletown, Ohio,
would certainly have challenged for
White's spot.

Freshman David Hrown earned the
start and was burned on Alabama's
only touchdown. Would Terry White
have made the play?

Thot's hard to say. But, from this
corner, Bruce appears to have made the
right decision in giving White the boot
Those of you who have read my column
through the years know that the hard
hitter from Cambridge, Ohio, on the
field, was one of my favorites.
However, he had long ago used up his
wrace period and could not afford
anything that even closely resembled a
rules infraction,

The difference between o great
football team and a 93 foothall team
might just come down to mental
diseipline. It was right for Bruce to set
a no-nonsenge precedent early.

MIKE SHULA'S coach, Ray
Perking, played for Shula's dad Don
when Perkina was o receiver with the
Baltimore Colts. Perking was ot
Baltimore from 1967-71, while Don
Shula was head conch of the Colts from
196369, before moving to his current
job with Miami,

Bruce Laments Mistakes

Continued From Page 3

and they got to moving the football and
kept it. When we had an opportunity,
we fumbled it away. ™

Or, on another possession which
resulted in o missed field gonl, the
Buckbyes gave it away with two false
start penalties. After OSU defensive
back Sonny Gordon fell on an
Alabama fumble at the Crimson Tide
26, the two infractions left the Bucks
with a fourth-and-11 at the 27,
O’'Morrow again came up short — and
wide.

“Wo got two offside penalties and
pushed the ball back,” said Bruce,
“You can't have that”

Despite all the negatives to thaot
point, Ohio State almost pulled itoutin
the final minute. Buckeve quarterback
Jim Karsatos completed three stroight
passes to move the ball to the Alabama
48 with eight seconds left Twao straight
defensive interference penalties after
time had run out gave the Bucks
additional plays — each one from 15
yarda closer.

The final pass for Carter was broken
up by Alabama's Chris Goode and
Britton Cooper.

“We're a good two-minute offensive
team, too,” said Bruce, "We had the
ball at the end and went all the way
down and weren't able to pull it out.”

Bruce was asked the effects of
playing a team of Alabama’s caliber to
open the season,

“Alabama’s a good football team,”
he said, "but we're going to play
another good football team in o couple
of weeks by the name of Washington,
whao 1 know is as fine a football team as
you'd like to play away from home.

“But they've (the Crmson Tide) got

good football players and they played
well tonight. They were doing
everything they had to do. They
defensed us exceptionnlly well,
enpecinlly when you cross the 40-yard
line. They really do come after you and
do a lot of good things. They get very
aggressive, they tackle well and they
force the mistakes.

“I thought the Alabama team played
exceptionally hard tomight. They did
an outstanding job and that's why
they won the football game. They
forced some mistakes, which killed us.”

Bruce, though, felt there were some
aspects of the Buckeye game which
atood out.

“I really felt our defense played hard,
played well,” he said, "Our offonse put
our defense in trouble at times and
that's not the way vou like to play. It
certainly was o 1610 gome.”

The Buckeyes must now have some
hard practices before they depart for
Seattle and a Sept. 13 date against
Washington's Huskies.

“The most improvement in football,
in my mind, always happens between
the first and second games,” said
Bruce. “Ohio State will improve
preatly between now and Washington,
Wo have areas we can improve in, Now
we'll have something to gauge into
making o little effort to improve.”

Bruce, in his ninth year at OS],
wanted to get out of the Big Apple area
and get back home to work.,

“I don't think there's much positive
wtuff in o loss,” he said. 1 just think
you have to gather the forces Lo work o
little harder and start to win, We will
forget this foothall game when we get
back and start working for
Washington and snoap back. That's the
only thing we can do now.”



