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Ohio State Touched
By National Tragedy

Geiger Quick To
Postpone Game

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

In n time of deep national tragedy,
the world of athletics logically went on
hintus,

That was the reaction at Ohio State
and across the country in the wake of
the series of terrorist attacks Sl_'p'l. 11
that left over 6,000 people missing or
dead in New York, Pennsylvania and
Washington, D.C.

lerrorists hijacked four separate
cross-country flights that morning and
succeeded in flying two of those planes
into the World Trade Center towers in

New York City and another into the
!'rn!.u:un outside \'r'mih]m:l:m, D.C. The
fourth plane crashed in  rural

Pennaylvania, killing everyone aboard.
In the hours and days following the
tragedy, professionnl and college athlet-
ic teams and their leagues postponed
und canceled games for the remainder of
the week
In fact,

Ohio State was one of the

Continued On Page 18

DARRELL DAWRON

STAND AT ATTENTION — A uniformed officer passes by
Ohio State football players Maurice Hall (left) and
Simon Fraser during the “Show You Care” rally held at
Ohio Stadium Sept. 15.

Sept. 22 Issue Postponed

Beeause Ohio State's
postponed due to the national tragedy, BSB publisher Frank
Moskowitz decided to postpone the issue dated Sept. 22, Instead,
BSB subscribers will now receive an extra issue in October,
dated Oct. 20, when the Buckeyes are now scheduled to host San
Diego State.

Sept. 156 game with San Diego State was

In This Issue Of BSB

(Page 29)

* Mike Jacobs Jr, makes name for himselfl as
long snapper (Page 17)

* Ohio Stadium site of telethon for American
Red Cross disaster relief fund (Page 19)

* Buckeyes last faced postponement after
President Kennedy's death (Page 20)

* OSU's 1961 Big Ten championship team
was denied trip to Rose Bowl — by Ohio State
(Pages 24-28)

* OSU verbal A.J. Hawk of Centerville, Ohio,
looking forward to his future with Buckeyes

A4, Hawk

Defense Capable,
Offense Culpable
In Loss At UCLA

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeyeo Sports Bulletin Editor

If the case ever goes to trial, Ohio State's 13-6 loss at
UCLA Sept. 22 would be considered Exhibit A

The lawsuit in this analogy would be the O5U defense
suing the OSU offense for nonsupport, The defense would
have an open-and-shut case, based on what happened on
a brilliantly sunny day at the Rose Bowl.

But all parties involved say there are no plans to file
charges — yot i

“We're in a growth mode and we will be in a growth
mode for some time,” said OSU head coach Jim Tressel
after suffering his first defeat with the Buckeyes. "We
knew there would be a point in time where this new fam-
ily was going to have some tough times. We just have to
deal with it.”

The OSU defense pr ayed well enough to win on just
about any other given Saturday. The Buckeyes bottled up
explosive UCLA tailbq uk DeShaun Foster, limiting him
to just 66 yards on 29 carries. The defense also helped
force five UCLA turnovers

But the OSU offense could not capitalize on any of
them, managing just 166 total yards and eight first
downs. The Buckeyes got their only touchdown off a Mike
Dosa blocked punt that was recovered in the end zone by
Ricky Bryant.

It should be noted

- that Ohio State was

before the case goes to the jury
at o small disadvantage, The

Continued On Page 16

JOMNT DROCRWLY

BAD DAY AT THE OFFICE — Ohio State quarter-
hack Steve Bellisari (B), trving to aveid UCLA's
Marques Anderson, had a rough day in the loss at
UCLA. He completed only § of 23 passes for 45
yvards and two interceptions as OSU fell 13-6.
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The Images That Will Never Fade

My Z-yoar-old son, Carter, likes air-
planes. We live in Pataskala, just east of
Columbus and apparently on the flight path
to Port Columbus.

Every three to five minutes, a plane flies
over our house and, if Carter soes it, he
says, "Plane!”

Fast-forward to the morning of Sept. 11:
Carter, his twin sister, Dolen, and I are
walching a “Thomas and Friends® vidoo,
The video runs out and the TV comes up
with pictures of one of the World Trade
Center towers on fire.

Moments later, an airplane flies into the
screen and crashes into the other tower of
the Trade Center.

Carter yells, “Plane!”

Then, as they replaved the incident sev-
oral times, my son became upset.

“Where did the plane go, Daddy”™

“It went inside the building, Carter,” I
replied.

A father should never have to explain to
his 2-year-old son that the plans went
inside the building, but that's what I was
left to do on what began as an otherwise
mundane Tuesday momning in our living
room.

Th say that day changed our lives and
our way of living is a mild understatement.
1 am convinced that my generation has
never fully understood the sacrifices our
fathers, uncles and grandfathers — and
their wives — made to keep this country
froe.

Rathar, we seem to take that freedom for
granted, as if it were something out of a
spigot — you knew it would always be
there. That is no longer the case, though.
The world has changed, and definitely not
for the better.

The senseloss acts of terrorism that
resulted in the deaths of thousands of
American citizens have shaken this coun-
try’s sensibilitios,

Worso than Pearl Harbor? Incredible, in
the year 2001, to say something like that,
isn't it?

Fast-forward several hours later: It was
almost a surreal feeling as I drove into
work, listening to this day of horror unfold
on the radio.

Another plane hits the Pentagon, anoth-
er plane goes down in rural Pennsylvanin,
and, finally, the WTC towers melt at their
core and collapse, killing thousands more in
a single instant.

A police car speeds by on I-70 with sirens
blaring. My thoughts drift to whether some-
thing has happened to our downtown.

1 get to the office and dutifully go about
my business, wondering — beliove it or not
— how this whole thing was going to affect
me. You see, | had made plans for Ohio
State's off week Oct. 20 and didn't want to
see those plans screwed up by having the
San Diego State game moved to that date.

I made a business call and the man on
the other end of the phone was practically
in tears.

“This isn't the day to talk about that,” he
anid.

Minutes later, as a shaken Jim Tressel
addressed the media nt his weekly lun-
cheon — whaere football was the last thing
on anyone's mind — I realized how out of
whack my priorities were. The coach dis-
cussed how the mother of one of his players
waorked at the WTC and she was unac-
counted for.

Hours later, we discovered she had been
found safe and sound, but this tragedy truly
was hitting close to home.

Fast-forward to the next day: I'm sitting
at home when an older acquaintance tole-
phoned with her concern.

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
- with
Stdv_a‘ Helwagen

And, no, it wasn't about the national
tragedy. It was about Ohio State football
and the news that the SDSU game was, in
fact, moved to Oct. 20.

“You know, Steve, | don't like it that
they’re not playing that game this woek-
end,” she said. *T think that will hurt them
for the UCLA game.”

1 was so upset | wanted to say, "Given
what's happened, 1 could care less if they
ever play again,” and slam down the phone.

I mean it was just a moment earlier [
was thinking about how many hundreds of
children were orphaned when their single
parent perished in one of the planes, inside
either WTC tower or at the Pentagon.

But [ didn't want to hurt her feelings, so
I stammered and hemmed and hawed
about, “Yeah, this isn't going to help the
toam, is it?

Fast-forward two days; High schools
around the nation and in Ohio take the field
for their usual Friday night football gamaes.

Everybody agrees the major colleges and
pros needed to take the weekend off. But for
the preps and the small colleges, these
gumes are more about community and par-
ticipation than entertainment,

At tho nearby high school field, the
opposing teams stand side by side and
overybody stops for a full minute of silence.
I'm glad they played these games because it
gave people a chance to see their neighbors
and talk about the tragedy.

Fast-forward one more day: It is a
resplendent Saturday afernoon and the
scene is Ohio Stadium. Thousands have
flocked to the Horseshoe, but there won't be
one football in sight.

Rather, there are American flags in
every direction. Thousands of Ohioans are
on hand to show their support for the disas-
ter rolief effort. Their donations reach more
than half a million dollars, The OSU band
plays an incredible rendition of "Stars and
Stripes Forever.” A single bagpiper slowly
makes his way out of the stadium's north
entrance.

Slowly, we are starting to come out of
mowrning and beginning to foel good about
‘who we are and what this nation stands for
once again,

Fost-forward a couple more days: The
OSU football team has returned to the
practice field to begin preparing for its
impending cross-country oxcursion to
UCLA.

That road trip would have been a tall
order even if the Buckeyes had trounced

San Diego State. Without that game's worth
of experience, it seemed like UCLA would
be a lost cause.

But the Buckeyes seem steeped in their
resolve, Thay, too, foel a responsibility to
themselves, their fans and the country —

* which will be watching on national TV — to

do the best they can.

“If we can provide an escape for people
from this tragedy for a fow hours, I consid-
er that an honor,” said OSU tailback
Jonathan Wells.

Fast-forward a fow more days: This
OSU-UCLA game first appeared on the
schedule soven years ago. Al the time, [ can
remember thinking, “Wow, that will be
great to get to go out to California for the
woekend.”

But mow it's time for the intrepid
roporter to board the plane to go to Los
Angeles for the game, and he does not want
to go.

But your _mla is still your job, national
tragoedy or no national tragedy. The scribe
kisses his wife and kids goodbye and hopes
above hope ho will see thom — as well as
their unborn brother or sister — again.

At the airport, he stands in extra long
lines and is subjected to everything just shy
of a full body cavity search before being per-
mitted to board the plane.

The increased security measures reas-
sure him only alightly, but the flight goos off
without a hitch. The California midday sun,
as they advertise it, is absolutely blinding.

Fast-forward one more day: The Rose
Bowl is the ultimate stage in college football
and, on this day, it is an amazing scene.

The most telling moment came during
the momont of silence. After about 156 sec-
onds, o distant veice in the south end zons
blurted out, “God bless Americal™

That pierced the silence — and some of
the uneasiness — and the game went off
without a hiteh.

Yes, the Bruins prevailed over the
Buckeyes on the scoreboard, and we'll have
waooks and montha to dissect the X's and O's
and what went wrong, as if any of that real-
ly matters,

But the real triumph at the Rose Bowl,
from this vantage point, was the human
spirit and the American way of Life,

Along with 73,722 of my closest friends,
I shared an experience none of us will seon
forget that afternoon at the Rose Bowl.

Yes, I know athletics and specifically big-
time college football are largely viewed as
entertainment and, no, none of these grand
festivities brought back any of the nearly
7,000 victims from this senseloas tragedy.

But I think this one exhilarating day in
the hot California sun helped at least a fow
of this nation's survivors move forward.

Now if somebody could just help me with
how I'm going to explain all of this to my Lit-
tle bay. Who do I see about that?
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

No Offense,

OSU Attack Grinds To A Halt
In 13-6 Loss To No. 14 UCLA

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulleiin Editor-

The Rose Bow! in Pasadenn, Calif, is
one of the most picturesque settings for
college football in the U.S.

But ldth-ranked UCLA and No. 21
Ohio State combined to play one ugly foot-
ball game on the hallowed ground of the
Rose Bowl Sept. 22,

Then again, if you're a fan of hard-hit-
ting, defensive football, you probably fell in
love with UCLAs 13-6 win over Ohio
State,

*I think sometimes poople look at us
and see those baby blue jerseys and don't
think we're very physical,” said UCLA
coach Bob Toledo, whose Bruins limited
Ohio State to just 166 yards total offense
and eight first downs. "But after we play, 1
think they realize we do have some physi-
cal football players.”

In recont years, UCLA's defense has
been both riddled and ridiculed.

So it was certainly o strange sight to
see some of the crowd of 73,723 chanting,
“Defense, defense!” as the Bruins trudged
off the field after a long, hot day in the sun.

“1 am really happy and proud of our
defensive football team,” Toledo said.
*They've been maligned and they've been
ridiculed, you name it and they've been.
For them to pitch a shutout today was out-
standing.

“They never gave in to the bad things
that happened. They never let themselves
get down.”

The OSU defense also turned in a stel-
lar effort. It succeeded in bottling up
UCLA running back DeShaun Foster. But
the OSU offense failed ropeatedly to capi-
talize on the biggest of breaks, including
an amazing seven fumbles by the Bruins

— four of which OSU recovered.

In defense of OSU (1-1), this was the
school's second game, while the Bruins (3-
0) already had wins over Alabama and
Kansas to work out the kinks. The
Buckeyes missed out on some valuable
experience when their Sept. 16 game with
San Diego State was postponed after the
national terrorist tragody.

But OSU failed to score after recovering
or returning four of those UCLA fumbles
ingide the Bruins' 45-yard line,

“We probably had more opportunities
than we deserved,” said Jim Tressel, who
suffered his first loss as the OSU head
coach, “They were all hurtful. We feel like
wo let the rest of the group down.

*I'm proud of the way our guys kept
fighting. Despite the fact we didn't move
the football, the defense still came up with
some stops to keep us in the game.”

08U only touchdown came on a
blocked punt by Mike Doss, which team-
mate Ricky Bryant recovered for a first-
quarter score.

Most of the onus for the poor offensive
showing was on quarterback Steve
Bellisari, who was § of 23 passing for 45
yards and two interceptions. Bellisari was
a dismal 1 of 17 for 9 yards over the last
three quarters.

“Some of the things we asked of Steve,
he did," Tressel said. *There were things he
could have done butter. But at the same
time I could say that about the rest of the
offense and the coaches, too.

“We struggled some up front. We strug-
gled some with our design. We struggled
some at receiver and we struggled some at
quarterback.”

08U limited the explosive Foster to 66
yards on 29 carries. He was pulled late in
the game after fumbling for the fourth

uckees Lose
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STEVE HELWAGEN

LEADING TO A SCORE — OSU junior Mike Doss (2) leaves his feet to
block UCLA punter Nate Fikse's kick. Ricky Bryant (8) recovered the
loose ball in the end zone for what proved to be the Buckeyes' only
score in their 13-6 loss to the Bruins.

time,

“He's a real good back, up for the
Heisman,” said OSU defensive tackle Tim
Anderson, who forced two UCLA fumbles.
“He's quick, he's fast and he's a good cut-
back runner, He can run through a tackle.
It was important for us to get a lot of guys
on him.”
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Quarterback Cory Paus picked up the
slaek for the Bruins by completing 16 of 25
passea for 262 yards and o touchdown.

“Weo were trying to play ball control
today," Paus said. *This season we've won
o gume with 20 points and we've won o
game with 13 points. That's a testament to
our defonse, This is o team game.”

08U made the long Night back to Ohio
Agonizing over:

* Six penalties that cost them 59 yards
in the absolute worst possible moments;

» A missed PAT kick by Mike Nugent
and missed field goals by Nugent and Josh
Huston;

* Conversion rates of 1 for 14 on third
down and 0 for 2 on fourth down. The
Buckeyes averaged a paltry 0.8 yards on
third down; and

¢ Failing to score afler recovering
UCLA fumbles at the Bruins' 9-, 38- and
d44.yard lines and returning another to the
UCLA 15.

As It Happened

UCLA opened the game with a 14-play,
B0-yard scoring march that lasted just over
7-172 minutes.

The Bruins converted all four of their
third downs on the drive, including three
of them on passes by Paus. The touchdown
also came on a Paus pass as he dropped
and threw a 24-yard scoring strike to Ryan
Smith, who broke loose from safety Donnie
Nickey in the right corner of the end zone,

“They caught us on a blitz on that
touchdown and he threw a strike in there,”
Tressel said,

Paus audibled on the play.

“The play in the huddle was planned,
but the play at the line, I made it up,” Paus

8 + BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN September 29, 2001



said

The touchdown, which put UCLA up 7-
0 with 7:27 left in the first quarter, came
after UCLA twice averted disaster by
recovering Foster fumbles, The Bruins also
caught OSU off-guard with a “swinging
gate” trick play where Foater took a direct
snap from Paus and rolled around the end
for 16 yards and a key first down.

A haolding penalty curtailed OSU's first
possession, but Andy Groom backed the
Bruins up to their own 10-yard line with a
61-yard punt.

That advantage in field position meant
something moments later as Doss made o
pair of big plays. First, he stopped Foster
cold on a quick pass in the flat for a 1-yard
loss on third down. Then he came up the
middle on the fourth-dewn punt attempt
by Nate Fikse, who was slow in delivering
the kick, and easily blocked the ball.

The ball bounced into the end zone,
where OSU's Bryant fell on it just inside
the end line for a touchdown. Nugent's
PAT kick was wide right, leaving OSU
behind 7.6 with 3:31 left in the first quar.

ter.

“It's always a big play to get a blocked
kick like that for a touchdown,” Doss said.
“We would have liked to have gotten two or
three mare. We were close, but we couldn't
get tham.”

0OSU then got a big break as Nickey hit
UCLA receiver Bryan Fletcher to force a
fumble, which OSU's Cie Grant scooped up
and returned 35 yards to the UCLA 15.

But, in what would become a familiar
refrain, the Buckeyes failed to capitalize.
The first-down play was negated by a 15-
yard face mask penalty by OSU tackle
Tyson Walter. Bellisari completed a pair of
passes, but OSU had to settle for Nugent's
28.yard fiold-goal attempt, which he
missed wide nght

UCLA then drove into scoring position,
but kicker Chris Griffith missed a 40-yard
field goal. The Buckeyes gave it right back,
though, as Bellisari was intercepted at the
0OSU 43 by UCLA's Marques Anderson.

The OSU defense held the Bruins out
on the ensuing possession, but after an
OSU punt, the Bruins drove 39 yards in 10
plays before Griffith came on and kicked a
career-long 49-yard field goal to push the
UCLA lead to 10-6 with 2:31 left in the
first half,

The Buckeyes picked up a first down on
their last possession of the first half but
could not move past the UCLA 30 before
punting on the final play of the half

OSU figured to have an advantage by
gotting the ball to open the second half
But Bellisari threw an ill-advised intercep-
tion on the fourth play of the series. He
was rolling left off a fake and tried to throw
back across the field to TB Jonahan Wells.
But Wells was double covered and the pass
was easily picked ofl by UCLA comerback
Matt Ware, who returned it to the OSU 17.

After OSU's Anderson and Will Smith
sacked Paus on third down, Gniffith
returned to attempt a 38-yarder. His kick
was no good, and OSU had dodged anoth-
or bullet,

The Buckeyes then got a huge break as
Mike Collins punched the ball away from
Foster and Tim Cheatwood recovered the
fumble at the UCLA 9 with 8:45 left in the
third quarter. X

But this possession, too, was doomed.
Bellisari went down on a coverage sack on
second down and his third-down jump ball
to Michael Jenkins in the back of the end
zone was batted away by UCLA linsbacker
Ryan Nece. Then, after OSU was backed
up 5 yards by an illegal procedure penalty,
Huston came on in relief of Nugent and
missed a 32-yard field goal wide left

The Bruins answered with a strong 10-

Originally Published: Sept. 29, 2001

OHIO STATE VS. UCLA

play drive, including Paus spirals of 18 and
21 yards to tight end Mike Seidman, But
the OSU defense stiffened and forced
UCLA to settle for Griffith's 33-yard field
goal and a 13-6 lead with 3:00 left in the
third quarter.

The Buckeyes got one more huge break
early in the fourth quarter as Cheatwood
hit Foster and forced another fumble, this
time recovered by Doss at the UCLA 44,

Bellisari scrambled for a 10-yard gain
— giving the Buckeyes just their seventh
first down of the game with 13:45 left —
but the drive stalled at the UCLA 30,
where Bellisari's fourth-down pass down
the right sideline to Chris Gamble was bat-
ted away by UCLA's Anderson.

0OSU had one more golden chance ns
UCLA punt returner Craig Bragg was
stripped of the ball by OSU's Jason Bond
and teammate Angelo Chattams recovered
it at the UCLA 38 with 606 left.

But two running plays netted just 3
yards before Bellisari threw incompletions
on the next two plays. On fourth-and-7 at
the UCLA 35, Bellisari rolled left but was
pressured by UCLA's Steve Morgan. As he
was going down, his desperation pass was
nearly intercepted by Joe Hunter, who
caught the wounded duck but fell out of
bounds,

UCLA regained control with 4:39 left
and succeeded in putting the game away.
Paus hit fullback Matt Stanley, a Bexley,
Ohio, native, for a 25-yard gain and then
drilled in a 17-yard rocket to Tab Perry.
OSU had used two of its timeouts previ-
ously, so the Bruins were able to take the
clock all the way down to 14 seconds before
08U regained control after a punt.

But the Buckeyes were backed up on
their own 5, and the game ended after two
more Bellisari incompletions.

“l think these kind of games are good
beeause it makes you really realize that
you've got to keep hanging in there, you've
got to keep battling, you've got to keep
fighting, and if you do, it always gives you
a chance to win at the end,” Toledo said.

Game Notes

* OSU's six points were the school's
fewest since being shut out 28-0 at
Michigan in 1993,

# The series between the two schools is
now dead even at 4-4-1. This was the

return game for UCLA's 1999 visit to OSU,
which the Buckeyes won 42-20.

* OSWUs 166 yards of offense and eight
first downs were the team's lowest totals in
each category since 1999, when the
Buckeyes had 79 yards and four first
downs in a 237 loss to Michigan State,

The total of 45 yards passing is OSU's
lowest in that department since a 37-yard
output in a 1989 win over Indiana, The
Buckeyes defeated the Hoosiers 35-31 that
day behind 253 yards rushing.
Quarterback Greg Frey was 5 of 6 with two
touchdowns in that win,

For UCLA, the passing yardage
allowed was the lowest for o UCLA oppo-
nent gince o 1994 win over Oregon State,

Discounting the 1999 Kickofl Classic
loss to Miami (Fla.), where Bellisari played
sparingly and threw only one pass, this
was his second-lowest yardage total in his
two-plus seasons as a regular. He was 6 of

12 for 40 yards in the 1999 win at
Minnesota as he split time with backup
Austin Moherman.

* The Buckeyes failed to contain UCLA
linebacker Hobert Thomas, who finished
with nine tackles with five of them going
for losses.

* As many as 10,000 OSU fans filled
most of the north end zone at the Rose
Bowl and, along with a small alumni band,
provided good spirit for much of the game.

However, the first resounding boo of the
Tressel era came with 5:18 left. Facing sec-
ond-and-9 at the UCLA 37, Bellisari ran a
keeper and was stuffed after a 2-yard gain.

‘Two incompletions later, OSU’s last real
chance to pull the game out had ended.

* Country recording artist Lila
MeCann sang the national anthem prior to
the game, while UCLA student Tesz Milan
highlighted the patriotic halftime show
with her rendition of “America, the
Beautiful * -
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Tressel Says Struggles
Were More Than At QB

Throughout the football season,
BSB is publishing excerpts of Ohio
State head coach Jim Tressel's
postgame press conferences. Here is
what Tressel had to say following the
loss to UCLAL

Q. Did changing quarterbacks at all
enter into your mind?

Jim Tressel: “I just didn't think there
was a right time for it. Strictly subjec-
tive.”

Q. It looked like the big problem was
you had trouble blocking people and
Steve (Bellisari) had trouble hitting peo-
ple. What's your thought after the game?

JT: “Anytime you do good things, there's
a whole bunch of people that you have to
say good things about, and when you strug-
gle, there are a whole bunch of people who
struggled, We struggled some up front, we
struggled some with our design as conches,
we struggled some at receiver, we struggled
some at quarterback. But there was nobody
that you could say wasn't part of us not get-
ting the job done.”

Q. They came out and scored on the
first series, Did they hit you with some
things you did not see or did not expect?

JT: “They came up with a couple of lit-
tle things .. That little swinging gate

control. They hit a couple of good throws
and good catches. They caught us in a
blitz on the touchdown and threw the
strike in there, But there's no question
that our guys defensively, from that point
on, went after it with a vengeance and
gave us many opportunities to win the
game.”

Q. Talk about your young kickers.

JT: “Well, they're young kickers. I've
been around a lot of real good kickers in
my life, and when all of them were young,
they had their moments. We mentioned
to our team after the game that all of us
have been young at some point in time.
Make sure we find some of these young
guys that are in our room right now and
tell them we're going to stick with you.”

Q. In the first half you had something
like 156 yards rushing, yet you didn't
abandoen the running game in the second
half

JT “We made a fow less mistakes in
the second half. We didnt eliminate

them. That first half we would have o . §

good first-down play and then have a
penalty or something and it was second-
and-long. So we really were out of sorta in
the first half. In the second half, maybe
we got an inch better, but not enough.”
Q. It looked like their penetration up

consistency. What was going on up there,
what were your linemen telling you was
foing on?

JT: “There's no question they reared
their cars back and came after wus.
They've got some veteran players up
there and we have some guys who I'm not
sure you'd call veterans. LeCharles
(Bentley) and Tyson (Walter) tried to
hang in there with us, Give UCLA's front
some credit but we need to grow.”

Q. Is there any one chance that hurts

you more than another? You had it twice
inside the 16 and then the last fumble.
Just reflect on all the opportunitics,

JT: “Well, they seemed like they were
never-ending. We had more opportunities
than we deserved. They're all as hurtful
as the rest. We feel we let the rest of the
group down, and that's the most disap-
poirting part of it, We had moments there
where some people were good enough to
allow us to win and, over on our offensive
gide, we didn't do that. We don't feel good

BONNY DROCAWAY

CONGRATULATIONS OFFERED — Jim 'Tressel congratulates
UCLA's Bob Toledo at midficld of the Rose Bowl as the two head
coaches met following the Bruins' 13-6 victory over the Buckeyes,
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OHIO STATE VS. UCLA :

about that.”

Q. Do you almost foel like it was a sea-
son opener with all the misfires and mis-
takos?

JT “I don't kmow if it felt like a season
opener. We're in a growth mode and we
will be for some time. We knew there was
going to be a point in time where this new
family was going to have some tough
times. Sometimes they happen in the
beginning, somotimes in the middle and
sometimes when you think you've got it
going. We just have to deal with it."

Q. Where are you quarterback-wise
coming out of this game?

JT: “1 think it's hard to tell. There
wore some things Steve did that we
asked of him and there were things he
could have done better and there were
things we could have done better coach-
ing-wise.”

Q. Andy Groom seemed to be having a
good game. B.J, Sander got off the one
punt and ended up not hurting you in the
long run. What was that call there?

JT: “We went into the game thinking
that from our own goal line to the 40, that
Andy would be the punter, From the 40 to
the 40, it would be B.J., and if we were
ever pooching it from the 40 and in, it
would be Andy. It just fell in with the for-
mula, The other thing is that B.J.'s punt
is hard to field, and they had muffed four
punts in nine tries in their first two
games. We felt B.l's punt, the way it
drifts, might have been something that
eame into play.”

Q. Was it unfair from your perspective
to put Scott (McMullen) into a tight
game? Is that why you didn't go with
Scott, because the thne never seemed
right to get him an opportunity there?

JT: “I didn't think it waa the right
thing for the group. Whenever we think
about what we're going to do, we think
about that and the individual as well. We
didnt just protect Scott so it wouldn't
hurt Scott. | didn't think it was the right
thing for the group.”

Q. Did having a more mobile quarter-
back play into that?

JT8 “We had some things in the plan
that we wanted our i|un|rtcrhuck to move
around. You have to admit Steve's a
tough kid. He's got a bit of a banged-up
foot. We just didn't get it done,”

Q. How much did the missed kicks
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alter your game plan?

JTt “Not much, When we went for
fourth downs, those would have been long
attempts — 47 yards, 48 yards.”

Q. Do you think you might have gone
for them anyway had the earlier kicks
been made?

JT: “I don't think so. We had a lot of
confidence in our defense. The way it
looks right now, even if we get stopped,
they're going to get us the ball back and
really they did.”

Q. Despite the logs, are you just happy
to have gotten back on the field today?

JT: “Football is part of who we are,
football is part of this society. The people
that came out here today, this was great
therapy for them. 1 hope the people who
watched on TV, that it was a great plus for
them. We're proud to be in the group that
provides some of those positive things,”

Q. What did you tell your players after
the game?

JT: “We just talked about the fact that
we felt bad for them and that we didn't
take advantage of some opportunities. We
appreciated how much effort they gave us.
We know we're going to have to grow from
this. We're going to challenge ourselves to
become closer and stronger when you go
through these tough times.”

Q. You didn't go to the tight end more
than once. Were they taking that away?

JT: *“We had him in the route progres-
sion a normal number of times, and in fact
we threw to him the first play of the game.
We just didn't complete it.”

Q. Was the misdirection screen they
intercepted something they just read well
or is it n thing where Steve maybe gave it
away?

JT: “In all decisions we make, we have
to see what's there before we make it, I'm
not sure we saw what was there, We say
to our quarterbacks that your most impor-
tant throw of the day might be the one
you throw out of bounds. That might be a
case right there.”

Q. You have two kickers you say you're
confident in, yet you get no points from
the kicking game, How disappointing is
that situation?

JTt “That’s disappointing. It's a big
game and we didn't make the kicks, They
make them in practice, and now they've
been in prime time and didn't make them
and what will their reaction be?
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The Numbers Game

UCLA 13, Ohio State 6

Sept. 22, 2001 — The Rose Bnm Pasadena, Callf,

Scora by Quarters i 2 3 a F
OHIO STATE 6 0 0 0 = 6
UCLA 7 3 3 0 -3

Flrst Quarter

UCLA — Smith, 24 yord pass from Pous (Grffith kick), 7:27; 14
plays, BO yards, 7:33 TOP.

0OSU — Bryant, blocked punt recovary In end zone (Nugent kick
failed), 3:31.
Second Quarter

UCLA — Gariffith, 49 yard field goal, 2:31; 10 plays, 39 yards,
3:54 TOP.
Third Quarter

UCLA — Gritfith, 33 yard field goal, 3:00; 10 plays, 64 yards,
4:08 TOP.
Att. — 73,723
Waather — B4 dogreas, hary: wing 10 MPH from S.

Team Statlstics

: osu ucLA
First Downs 8 18
Rushing 7 -4
Pasalng 1 13
Panalty 1] i
Rushes-Yards 36121 4161
Passing Yards as 282
Passes (Att.-Comp.dnt.) 2362 26160
Offensive Plays 58 67
Total Net Yards 166 323
Third Down Efficlency ! 114 645
Fourth Dewn Efficloncy 02 00
Punts T41.4 536.6
Fumbles-Lost 00 T4
Penaltlos 659 430
Time of Possesslon 27:32 32:38

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds,) — OSU: Walls 14-47; Martin 2-32; Maldonado 8-26; Bellisarl 9-15;
Ross 2.1, UCLA: Foster 20-86; Stanley 3-10; Harrls 4.5; Brogy 1(-8); Paus 4{-21).

PASSING (Att.-Comp.int.-Yds.-TD) — OSU: Bellisari 2352450, UCLA: Paus 25:16-0.262
1: Perry 10000,

RECEIVING (Roc.-Yds.) — OSU: Wells 2-16; Jenkins 1-11; Martin 1-8; Chattams 1.9, UCLA:
Perry 4-83; R. Smith 4.49; Seidman 2.39; Fletcher 2.35; Stanley 1-25; Poll-Dixon 1-17; Bragg 1-
15; Foster 14-1).

PUNTING (No.Avg.-Long) — OSU; Groom 6-46.8-61; Sander 1.9,0-9, UCLA: Fikse 445,849,
Team 1-0-0,

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Vance 1-9; Doss 1-17. UCLA: Manning 2-14; Bragg 1-14.

HICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — 08U: None. UCLA: None.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — 0SU: Grant 1-35; Doss 1-0; Cheatwood 1-0; Bryant 1-0; Chattams
10. UCLA: None.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: None. UCLA: Ware 1.17; M. Anderson 1‘0

SACKS — OSU: W, Smith 1-8; Peterson 1-6; Bullard 16, UCLA: M, Anderson

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Scott 3.5; Wilhelm 2-12; W. Smith 2- 12 Bullm:l 28;
Doss 2-2; Peterson 1-8; Cheatwood 1-2. UCLA: Thomas 511; Kocher 2.3; Andarson 1.2,

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — 0SU: Wilhelm 8-2-10; Doss 6-1-7; Cheatwood 50-5; Grant 4-0-
4; D. Ross 4-04; Scott 4-04; Bullard 3-1-4; J. Cooper 3-1-4; Nickey 3-1-4; Poterson 3-0-3; W.
Smith 3-0-3; Collins 2.0-2; Reynolds 2.0.2; T. Anderson 1-1-2; Bond 1-0-1; Wells 1-0-1; Britton O-
1-1. UCLA: Thomas 6-3-9; Nece 6-2.8; T. Anderson 5-3.8; Kocher 2-3-5; Stephens 0-4-4; Lelsle
241-3; Coleman 2:0-2; Ware 2.0-2; Willlams 1-0-1; Vieira 1-0-1; Short 1-0-1; Reese 10-1; Hunter
1:01; Manning 1-0-1; Chillar 1-0-1; Fletcher 0-1-1; Ball 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME — OMIO STATE: Starters: Offense, Jenkins, Walter, Stepanovich,
Bentley, Bishop, Olives, Sanders, Bellisar, Wells, Martin, Hartsock, Huston. Defense, Scolt,
Collins, T. Anderson, W, Smith, J. Cooper, Wilhelm, Bullard, D. Ross, Nickey, Doss, Britton, Groom.
Resorves: Childross, Vonce, Maldonado, Grant, Bryant, McNutt, Chattams, McFadden, Groom,
Sander, Allen, Kiine, L. Ross, M. Cooper, O'Neill, Reynolds, Pagac Jr., Muhammad, Tucker,
Cheatwood, Clarks, Jacobs, Fraser, Hooks, Gamble, Nugent, Bond, Thompson, Peterson, UCLA:
Startors: Defense, Coleman, Fletcher, Leisle, Ball, Chitlar, Thomas, Nece. Manning, Stephans, M
Anderson, Ware, Fikse, Offense, PoliDixon, Bohlander, Efseaff, Danolf, S. Lehmann, Saffer,
Fletcher, Paus, Stanley, Foster, Perry, Griffith. Reserves: Attar, Short, Norton, Seldman, Hunter,
Raymo, Joyce, Horrls, D, Reese, White, Brant, Faga, M. Reese, Ball, Sua, Grau, R. Lehmann,
Vieira, 5. Smith, Dubravac, Bragg, Peters, Morgan, Willlams, Waorfield, Flatchar, Kocher, Phillips.

Season Statistics

2001 Game-By Game

te Opponent (AP Ranksf) Resuit Crawd

1

102,002
73,723

(%) ARRON W, 2814
(20) 8t UCLA (14) L 130
# Indlana

NORTHWESTERMN
WISCONSIN

(]
Nh

SAN DIEGO STOT
o Penn State
ot Minnesols
PURDUE
BLINGES

ot Michigan

BO5U'S game Qay AP ranking I8 In parentheses
befare the opponent, whilg, the opponent’s ranking is
after the name.

FEFERRRRENY
2:;*23:'*3 '

Team Statistics

osu Opp

First Downs 35 2
Rushing 19 1
Passing 16 19
Panaity 1] 2
Average Per Game/Rush  178.5 8715
Average Por Game/Pass  167.0 108.0
Total Offenss 691 671
Total Plays 143 132
Average Per Game 34585 2885
Mverage Por Play 4.8 4.3
Penaltios-Yards 080 538
Fumbles-Lost -2 85
3ra Down Efficlency 829 10/30
Percentage 8% 3%
Ath Down Efficiency 0/2 0/2
Percentage % %
Sacks-Yards 532 317
Time of Possession Avg. 31:20 28:31
Score i 2 3 & Tot. AvVg.
Onlo State 20 0 34 17.0
Opponents T 10 3 7T 271138

Josh Huston 0 22 = = 01 2

Miks Nugent 0 23 = = 02 2

O§U Totals F Al = -

OPP Totals 3 3 = = 24 27
AL Pet. Yds. INT TD

Sweve Bolsard 20 47 426 2001 2 2 10009

ScotMcMiuien 2 5 400 43 1 0 T2

05U Totals 41 62 AZ) 3 3 2 BTA2

OPP Totals 31 54 .8M 3W 0 2

Mike Nugent 01 01 00 00
Josh Husion 00 o1 00 00
OSU Totals 1 02 00 00
OPP Totals 00 13 12 00

Punting No. Yds. Avg. Ok Long

13218

FG Distance  0-20 30-30 4049 B0+ Total
02

01

03

2.5

Andy Groom A 381478 O [
B.J. Sander 4 119208 © 46
05U Totals 12 500 4.7 © (31
OPP Totals 13 524 403 1 (1]
Intarceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
05U Totals 0 0 o o o
OPFP Totals 3 104 M7 1 W7
Punt Ratums Mo, Yde. Avg. TD Long
Cheis Vance 5 61122 0 18
Mike Doss 1 17170 © ©
Ricky Bryant (] 0 0.0 1 1]
0SU Tytals 6 78130 1 1&
OPP Totals 6 21 42 0 14
Kickofl Returny No, Yds, Avg. TD Long
Jonathan Wells 1 18 180 0O 18
08U Totals 1 18 180 O 218
QPP Totals 2 44 220 0 2

Attendance Games Total Avg. Defensive Leaders Solo Ast. Tot. TFLYds. Sacks
Home 1 102,602102,602 Matt Wilhelm 0 6 18 212 —
Away G R Ry e SR B TR
Total 2 176,315 88,103 Donnle Nickey T 310 3 =
Mike Doss ; 310 30 18
Derek Ross 0 9 11 -
|ﬂ¢.""¢"‘"':"“"ﬂ“ = Cie Grant N 10 -
e | ] K. . ! TimCheatwood 8 0 8 38 14
Jonathan Wells 38 166 4.4 2 15 Cowrtlaond Bullerd & 2 7 310 16
Sammy Maldonada 22 B4 4.3 0 19 Darrion Scott 60 6 35 -
Jamar Mastin 2 32180 0 M Will Smith 3 1 4 242 18
Maurice Hall 3 0 100 0 28 Mike Colling 3 1 4 - -
Lydell Ross 6 17 28 0 5 Tim Anderson 1.2 3 - -
Steve Dellisari 18 17 09 0 11 Kenny Potorson 30 2 16 16
Scolt McMullen 2 ° 1 08 0 1 David Thompson 2 1 3 - -
08U Totals 91 357 239 2 Robert Reynolds 2 © 2 - -
OPF Totals T4 178 24 o 30 Simon Fraser  FRL- G 24 —
Bobby Britton 11 2 - -
Individuat Statitics e 20 s = =
Recelving Att. Avg.  TD Long o Lih o1 1 = =
Michael Jenking 7 112' 16.7 o 25 Dustin Fox 0 1 1 - -
Ricky Brysnt 4 486 118 0 19 Jonathan Weils 10 1 - -
Jamar Martin 4 32 B8O 1 12 035U Totals 89 20 118 2274 532
JonathenWells 2 16 BO O B OPP Totals B1 62143 1339 347
Chils Yence 1 0; g;.o 1 .0
Damell Sanders 1 2 o0 o 27
DenMartsock 1 15 150 0O 15 Pumbles Poroad
Chils Gamble 1 11 110 0 11 2 = Tim Cheatwood; 1 — Matt Wilhelm, Donnle
Angelo Chattams. 1 9 8.0 0 9 Nickey, Darion Scott, Mike Colline, Angelo
08U Totals 22 334 152 2 61 Chattams.
OPP Totals M 396 128 2 40
o "“‘;:'“ Cle Grant, Tim Chestwood
1 — Mike Doss, Cle L Tim :
Scuing JO_UPK EPREPE.__FG PIE Jason Bond, Angelo Chattams, Ricky Bryant.
Jonathan Wells 2 2 — — — — 12
Chris Vance 1 = = = = 6
Jamad Maitin 1 = = = = & Blocked Kicks
Ricky Bryant 1 = = = = @ 1 — Mike Doss.

Steven Morris
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Offense Stuggled To Find

Any Sort Of Consistency

Continued From Page 1

Buckeyes had played just one game,
while UCLA had rond wins over
Alabamn and Kansas to its credit. OSU
was counting on building some momen-
tum for this game by hosting San Diego
State Sept. 15. But that game was post-
poned after the terrorist attacks that
gripped the nation earlier that week.

When asked how missing that game
affected his team, Tressel replied, “No dif-
ferently than it did any other team. We
worked hard to get better at some things.
1 think in two-thirds of the game we did
take some stops forward with our special
teams and our defenso.

“As everybody who was there knows,
we struggled to gain any kind of rhythm
or consistency offensively.

“It would have been good to have
another game. I think we loarned a whole
buneh of things in the Akron game and it
would have been neat to see if we | od
thom or not, but overyone is Poing
through that.”

Instead, the Buckeyes were on the fir-
ing line on a red-hot day in Pasadena,
Calif. Unfortunately, the OSU offense
wilted like, well, three-weelk-old roses,

“It was a tough situation to be in,” said
08U center LeCharles Bentley, “*We don't
like it, and we have to bounee back from

it" emnied ns one of the leaders with the

Does mot include plgy ot Muigflehd

242

Tressel praised the defense for its stel-
lar play:

“I'm proud that the guys kept fight-
ing,” he said. “Despite the fact we didn't
move the football, they kept coming up
with waya to keep us in the game — the
specinl teams and the defense,

“Of course, I'm disappointed with
what we did and didn't do on offense,
That's just something we need to bang
away at. We said going into the game
that if we played superior special teams
and relentless defense and didn't moke
mistakes on defense, we would win. But
we didn't get there.”

A Case For Tho Defonse(s)

This gume seemed to have the mak-
ings of an offensive shootout. But each
side took turns stymying the other.

“I really couldn't nsk the defense to
play better football than they did today,”
said OSU tailback Jonathan Wells, *The
job they did was outstanding. We didn't
put any points on the board for them.
That has to fall on our shoulders.

“But we're going to stick together and
we're going to get better”

Freshman receiver Angelo Chattams,
who notched his first career recoption,
seemed to sum it all up.

“Personally, 1 feel we lot the defense
down,” he said.

08U defensive end Tim Cheatwood
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ANY SUGGESTIONS? — OSU head coach Jim
Tressel and offensive coordinator Jim Bollman had
a tough time coming up with much offense aganinst
UCLA. The Buckeyes were held to 166 total yards
and just 45 through the air, the least since 1989,

way he helped hound Foster,

“We pretty much did the job we
wanted to do, but I guess it wasn't good
enough because we didn't win,” he said.
“If we don't have a "W’ in our column, we
didn"t play good enough.”

But Cheatwood and his defensive
mates said they will not abandon the
0SU offense,

“It's a little frustrating, but we'ro all
a team here,” he said. *“We're not going
to look down on our offense for not get-
ting the job done today, There will prob-
ably be times during the season that we
don’t get the job done and they'll pick us

up.

Added OSU linebacker Matt
Wilhelm, “We're not down on them.
They're probably down on themselves
and disappointed. Some guys are even
saying they're sorry. But, hey, we lost
the game so we're all down right now.”

No ‘0’ In This Team?

Much of the debate following the loss
at UCLA centered on the status of quar-
terback Steve Bellisari. Playing on a
tender ankle — which he appeared to
reinjure — the senior co-captain was an
abysmal 5 of 23 pussing for 45 yards
with two interceptions.

Bellisari was not available to
reporters following the game.

But Tressel was grilled about
whether he considered pulling Bellisari
in favor of backup Scott MecMullen.

“I didn't think it was the right thing
for the group,” Tressel said. “I wasn't
trying to protect Scott. I just didn't
think it was the right time for it. That
was strictly subjoctive.”

Reporters then went a stop further,
asking Bellisari's teammates to assess
his performance.

“I can't really evaluate him,"” Bentley
said. “I think he always goes out and
plays hard. That's all you can ask of a
quarterbnck each week, to go out and
play hard.” -

Wells added his two cents to the

- ..-l'). ”'. -« — «.‘:“

now three-year-old
debate.

“That’s not my
call,” he said. “T'm
just trying to make
plays in the back-
field. That's a conch-
es’ decision.”

The questions
kept coming such as,
“What is wrong with
this offense?”

“I don't know
either,” Bentley said.
“We have to watch
the film and the
conches have to make
those decisions, We
have great coaches
and it will be up to
them,”

Getting Back
To Action

When  factored
against the trying
times the U.S. has
faced since the ter-
rorist attacks, OSU's
defeat takes on much
loss significance.

In fact, OSU and
UCLA were featured
in a nationnl telecast
by ABC from the Rose
Bowl, perhaps the
nation’s most revered
foatball theater.

“We were all proud to be part of this
game,” Treasel said. "It was o game that
wus coast to const dn national teloevi-
wion. We talked nbout the fact that we
wanted to ropresent, with the way we
played the game, just how proud we are
of where we live and the people who
have done great things.”

UCLA coach Bob Toledo said it was a
relief to finally play.

“I told the team in my pregame talk,
You don't know what tomorrow is going
to bring. Live each day to the fullost, go
out and give it your very best,' and they
did,” he said. *To get out there and see a
great crowd and have a great college
football game in that setting was really
a great experience.”

For the Buckeyes, the real relief will
probably come Sept. 29, when they visit
Indiana to begin Big Ten play.

*“To travel this distance and play in
the Rose Bowl, this is somothing we can
build off of,” Doss said. *We came out
here and traveled long hours. We were
just trying to get this victory, but we
enmo up a little short.”

With nine games left — including all
eight Big Ten games — Tressel has
already begun circling the wagons.

“We challenged our older guys to be
there for our younger kids," the coach
said, .

It sounded like the message had got-
ten through.

“As o captain of this team,” said full-
back Jamar Martin, “I feel like it's my
responsibility to say something to each
player, and after the game 1 just told
evarybody, “This ia not the end of the
season, We've got a long way to go and
we've got a lot more opportunities to
take advantage of. There's a lot of big
things that we still need to do.’

*So we need to move on, learn from
this game and put it behind us. We can't
dwell on it for too long. We need to real-
ly focus on ourselves and make our-
solves better.”

STEVE HILWAGEN
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Geiger: Playing Would Be Wrong Thing To Do

Continued From Page 1

firat college toams Lo announce a post-
ponement. Speaking less than 12 hours
after the hijackings, OSU athletic direc-
tar Andy Geiger announced the school's
Sept. 16 home game with San Diego
State had been postponed until Oct. 20,
an open date for both schools.

“l think we felt strongly that we
should not play on Saturday,” Geiger
said. "It was very clear that trying to
play this game would be the wrong
thing to do.

“I eannot imagine, feeling the way I
feel right now and secing the pictures
on television that we've all seen all day
long, bringing 100,000 people to Ohio
Stadium in four days."

Adding to the uncertainty was the
fact that San Diego State would have
needed to make a cross-country flight.
The Federal Aviation Administration
closed all airports nationally for two
days nfter the tragedy.

Initially, a number of Division I-A
schools announced plans to go ahead
and play their weekend football games.
However, by Sept. 13, all Division I-A
games had been canceled. Major
League Buaseball also canceled all
games through Sept. 16, while the
National Football League wiped out its
slate of games sot for Sept. 16-17.

According to Geiger, his quick deci-
sion was based on discussions with
football coach Jim Tressel, university
administrators and San Diego State
athletic director Rick Bay.

“Geotting Jim's feelings on the mood
of the team, we didn't feel that we need-
ed to go any further,” Geiger said. *1
talked with (OSU President) Dr. (Brit)
Kirwan and I met this afterncon with
the university vice presidents and the
president’s cabinet.

“I also chatted with Rick Bay sever-
al times today and found him very
much concurring with the decision.”

Bay, a former OSU AD, said the
postponement was an easy call,

*“This is the right thing to do,” Bay
told the San Diego Union-Tribune.
“Some would argue that the U.S. is
weakened by any interference to its
normal activities, but in this case [ feel
the proper thing to do is reflect on what
happened and make the game up (Oct,
20).°

In addition to the football game,
Ohio State also canceled all other inter-
collegiate games and competitions
through Sept. 16.

However, the newly renovated Ohio
Stadium served as the site for a hastily
planned rally and telethon Sopt. 15.
Over 15,000 attended the event, includ-
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ing members of the school’s athletic
squads and marching band, and over
$585,000 was raised for the American
Red Cross disaster relief fund (see
story, page 19),

Initial Reaction .

Reporters met briefly with Tressel
just two hours after news had broken
on the hijackings. The coach, freah off a
28.14 win over Akron in his first game
as the OSU coach, appeared at his
woeekly press luncheon.

But football was the last thing on
anyone's mind,

“We've said and known all along
there are a lot more important things
than football,” Tressel said. “This is
another tremendous example of that.”

Treasel said he contacted his daugh-
ter, Carlee, who was planning to go to
the University of Chicago in the days
following the tragedy.

"“You would think that Chicago
would also be a primary target,” he
said. "You really don't know what to
think.*

Reporters tried to get Tressol's sense
on whether the games should go on.

“There are a lot of emotions,” the
conch admitted. “You are mad at the
people who are doing it. You don't want
them to ruin this country. But then you
also have to be compassionate and
think of the familiea and the people.

“We can't oven visualize what's
taken placo, the disaster. As we sit
here, that puts a lot less importance on
Saturday.”

Tressel said Geiger told him of the
initial attack during n morning meet-
ing of all OSU athletic goaches at the
Faculty Club.

“Andy whispered in my ecar that
there appears to be a terrorist attack,”
Tressel said. “1 thought he was kidding
at first.”

Doaling With Tragedy

With San Diego State off the docket
— ot least for the time being — the
08U football team focused on its
impending Sept. 22 trip to UCLA.

But even Tressel was having a prob-
lem putting the week's eventa in per-
spective.

“I'm not an expert on dealing with
traogedies like this,” he said. 1 know
first and foremost that we have to have
respect for the victims and just let
those people who have been directly
offected know that they're in our
thoughts and prayers.

“I think this is a time of true reflec-
tion for all of us. I'm not telling anyone
what to reflect about, it's just a time to
be there for each other. That's what's

Free Continental Breaklast
Indoor Pool — Spa
Sauna Fitness Center

King & Queen Suites

SIGNS SAY IT ALL — A pair of attendees at the Sept, 16 rally held
at Ohio Stadium display the thoughts that were on the minds of

many.,

wonderful about being part of a group
in a difficult time.”

The coach and his players hoped thé
remainder of their games this scason
would help the healing process,

“I think we understand that we are
somewhat entertainment to people,”
Tressel said. "Obviously, it's an oppor-
tunity to teach the kids what we're
involved with and for our fans it's defi-
nitely something for them to emote
about,

“Maybe they can get their minds off
those other things for three hours as we
play.”

Linebacker Joo Cooper voiced con-
cerns over the safety of players and
fans alike in the days following the ter-
rorist activity.

“It makes you think,” he said. "On
Saturday, especially at a school like
Ohio State, there's going to be a lot of
people (there). I'm no genius. I don't
know anything, but to me it seems like
they'd try to attack where there's a lot
of people and there's ovef 100,000 peo-
ple in the Horseshoe on Saturday, so it's
in the back of your mind.

“You take it for granted sometimes
and say, ‘Well, it would never happen
here,’ but you can't think like that.”

Linebacker Matt Wilhelm was asked
if winning games ¢ach week means ns
much in the wake of this tragedy.

“Winning still means the same,” ho

said. "It definitely is the same. I know
for me personally it's important. You
want to win for yourself, but you feel
like you've got to take on another oppo-
nent, even though they're from the
United States of America, and get out
some aggression, because you do have
pent-up aggression in a situation like
this. :

“You don't know whom to blame.
There are guys who get paid a lot of
money who are trying to figure that
out. But you've just got some aggres-
sion ingide you that just has to come
out, whether it be on the practice field
or in the game.

"We're lucky as football players that

once a week or so we get to let it loose.
If you talk to pro athletes, college ath-
lotes or even some guys in high school,
they will tell you they feel free on a
football field, and in that moment
everything outside of football kind of
fades nway.”

Wilhelm was glad OSU wasted no
time in making the proper call.

“I was proud of that,” he said, “It's a
great representation of the university
that we were the example for the rest of
the country, and 4 think it speaks high-
ly for the type of people we have lead-

ing this university in President
Kirwan, Andy Geiger and Coach
Tressael.”

Tailback Jonathan Wells admitted it
was hard to fuce a beautiful fall
Saturday without football, but he said
his school made the right choice.

“1 knew it would happen yot 1 was
still a little disappointed,” he said. “But
there's & much bigger issue going on. 1
couldn't agree with the decision more, A
lot of innocent people lost their lives,
It's bigger than Ohio State football, way
bigger.”

For OSU, the only point of reference
was the situation in November 1963,
when OSU and Michigan postponed
their season-ending game one week
after the assassination of President
Kennedy (see story, page 20).

Never before in its 112 years of foot-
ball had Ohio State postponed or can-
celed n game due to war or eivil unrest.

The SDSU game was to serve as the
induction weokend for the 2001 class
for the OSU Athletics Hall of Fame.
Those ceremonies will now take place
over the weekend of Oct, 19.

The SDSU game was also to be
broadeast by ESPN with a 12:10 p.m.
start time. No starting time or televi-
sion assignment had been announced
for the new date on Oct, 20, although
12:10 p.m. still seemed like a safe bet.

BSB staff members Jeff Rapp and
Mike Wachsman contributed to this

story.
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RALLY AT OHIO STADIUM .

Originally Published: Sept. 29, 2001

Thousands Show Their
Spirit At Stadium Rally

By DARRELL DAWSON
Buckeyes Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

At times, it sounded as if there was
a game going on in Ohie Stadium.
Other times, you couldn't even hear its
ghosts.

Such is life in the aftermath of the
Sept. 11 terrorist tragedies. But for a
couple of hours, fans and dignitaries
from across Ohio remembered those
lost and celebrated the nation we live
in,

There were a varioty of speakers at
the Horseshow Sept. 156 for the “Show
You Care” rally and telothon. But all it
took was a single bagpiper to upstage
some of the state’s most beloved states-
men and public figures.

A crowd in excess of 15,000 attended
the rally and, by the time the three-
hour broadcast on WBNS-TV and Ohio
News Network had gone off the air at 3
p.an., more than $170,000 had been
raised for thoe American Red Cross dis-
astar relief fund.

Including donations made by tele-
phone, the sale of American flags at the
stadium and drive-up donations made
outside the Horseshoe, WBNS-TV
reported a total of over $585,000 in
donations hnd been made by the time
its 11 p.m. newscast hit the air.

Near the end of the two-hour-long
program, the City of Columbus
Bagpipes played a traditional Scottish
version of "Amazing Grace." During
the closing strains, one of the players
got up from his perch with the others
in the north end zone and walked up
the north ramp and out of view.

You could krar a pin drop. On the
turf.

Each of the event's speakers was at
the top of his or her game.

“They were just like us,” said OSU
President Brit Kirwan of those who
died in New York, Washington, D.C.,
and Pennsylvanin. “Mothers and
fathers, sisters and brothers, husbands
and wives, sons and daughters — all
gone. Here today at Ohio Stadium we
mourn their losses.”

Ohio Gov. Bob Taft spoke of the
many Ohioans who are on the scenc at
the disaster sites and those who are
helping closer to home through dona-
tions of blood, money and food,

“It is time to demonstrate that the
American spirit is alive and thriving
here in this stadium, here in
Columbus, here in Ohio and through-
out this great nation of ours,” he told
the flag-waving crowd to loud cheera.

“Let's move toward a new peace on
Earth. A peace that was meant to be”

Following a speech by Columbus
Mayor Michael Coleman, OSU athletic
director Andy Geiger took the micro-
phone

“This is a place of celebration, of
human achievement, whether academ-
ic when commencoment is held here, or
athletic,” Geiger said. *We would
rather be watching football, for that
would mean that last Tuesday never
happened.” .

Throughout the process of refur-
bishing Ohio Stadium over the past
couple of years, Geiger talked about
the three prongs the project represent-
ed: preservation, renovation and
expansion

During his speech, he widened his
thoughts on those three sentiments,

* “Preservation — We must believe
even more deeply in our freedoms and
our democratic ways of life

* “Renovation — We must learn of
our new sense of vulnerability ... We
must also work on sensitivities toward
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our fellow human
beings,

* *The third part
is expansion. The
tragic loss of life is
all-inclusive. ... Our
love for one another
should also be all-
inelusive.”

Soon after Geiger
left the podium, it
was OSU head foot-
ball conch Jim
Tressel's turn.
Though Buckeye fans
only recently reac-
quainted themselves
with Tressel, many
look to the coach for
words of wisdom at
times like these,
regardless of whether
the coach ever asks to
be put in that posi-
tion.

By all accounts,
Tressel came
through. He gave
what may have been
the most uplifting
thought of the day.

A  week ago
today, we came out
in front of 100,000
fans and [ wasn't
sure there would
ever be a more glori-
ous day in Ohio
Stadium,” he said

“But once again,
central Ohio proved
us wrong., There's
never hﬂ{.‘l’l o more
glorious day in Ohio
Stadium than today.”

Mitch Brown,
safoty director for the
eity of Columbus, also spoke, WBNS-
TV anchorwoman Angela Pace was the
omcee.

The OSU marching band provided a
number of patriotic tunes, including a
stirring rendition of “Stars and Stripes
Forever,” The Otterbein College con-
cert choir also provided music

DARRLLL DAWSON

WORDS OF COMFORT — Old Glory flies above
Ohio State head football coach Jim Tressel as
he talks to the gathering at the “Show You
Care” rally at Ohio Stadium Sept. 15.

Athletes from many of OSU’s athlet-
ic teams, including the football squad,
filled a section of seating in the lower
level of the stadium.

Those from the general public near-
ly filled all of the sections in the north
end zone of the stadium
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Hawk Another In Lo

By GARY HOUSTEAU
Buekeys Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

In what could very easily be coined the
“yenr of the linebacker” on the Ohio prep
scene, AJ, Hawk of Centerville High School
doesn't have to take a back seat to anyone,

With his first three seasons as a defen.
sive starter already in the books for the Elks,
Hawk tallied an impressive total of 503 tack-
los while playing mostly at the inside backer
position but also spending some time early
on in his career as an outside backer.

“When I think of AJ. Hawk, 1 think of
him not so much as u linebacker or a run-
ning back, I've always told people I just
think of AJ. as n foothall player,” said
Centerville head coach Ron Ullbry.

“l think he's the prototypical football
player, kind of a throwback type. A.J. just
loves tor play football. 1 think what makes
him such a good foothall player is his passion
for the game. There i5 no doubt in my mind
that that's what makes him great. He loves
the game, he loves preparing for the game,
he loves the workouts in the off-season in
preparation for the season. Those are really
the great things nbout A.J.

*Sure I can talk about his athleticism, his
strength, his size, his agility, and all those
things are great also, but I just think it's his
passion for the game that makes him a great
football player™

Hawk abruptly burst on the varsity scene
in the third game of the season of his fresh.
man year at Centerville, when he entered
the game as a backup and promptly led his
team in tackles for the game. He went on to
start the last seven games of that year and
led the team in tackles with 142 stops on the
campaign

“He just hes o nose for the football and
since then he's only gotten better,” Ullery
saicl. "Over the last two years, he's gone over
500 tackles in his career and he's become a
great running back on offense. He doesn't
say a whole lot but that's OK with me,
because just his work ethic and his passion
for the game speak volumes.®

In addition to his highly touted defensive
exploits over the past three seasons, Hawk
has become a legitimate threat offensively
as well. As a sophomore, he lined up at tail
back in the same backfield as his brother
Ryan, who went on to play quarterback at
Miami (Ohio). Last year as a junior, mainly
ot fullback, AJ. racked up 688 yards and
scored nine touchdowns earrying the foot-
ball.

“With his statistics and his reputation
that he's gotten as a linebacker, his ability as
a running back has kind of been lost,” Ullery
said. “He's s tremendous running back. He's
fot good speed ... he doesnt have tremen-
dous speed, but he's got tremendous balance
and tremendous leg strength. He's got great
hands, he's an outstanding running back ns
wall as a linebacker. I think he's got a future
at either position.”

In addition to being an integral member
of both the offensive and defensive units this
year, Hawk also punted and waas in his first
season ns the team's placekickor, taking over
the job from eurrent Buckeye Mike Nugent.

However, just as abruptly as his career
began at Centerville, it's been put on hold
after he suffered a knee injury in the open-
ing gama of the season. (For more on Hawk's
injury, see Recruiting Outlook on pages 30-
33.)

Of course, not having a talented player
like Hawk at your disposal has certainly
contributed to the team's slow start this
year. The Elks were still looking for their

ng Line Of Tough Senior LBs

A.J. Hawk

first victory heading into the halfway point
of the season.

“It's been a number of things for us, but
obviously losing A.J. is a great loss. He's two
players we're losing,” Ullery said. "But he's
not just two players, he's one of the best
linebackers in Ohio and one of the best run-
ning backs in Ohio, If you could imagine
[going to any team and taking one of the best

running backs and linebackers in the state

of Ohio off that team, that's going to obvi-
ously have a tremendous impact

“We've had a multitude of injuries hap-
pen to a very inexperienced team to begin
with, 50 A.J.'s loss is really a great loss also.”

Hawk is certainly regarded ns one of the
top linebackers in Ohio and was recruited
during the off-season in that capacity. After
being heavily courted by Penn State, Hawk
‘was pretty close to becoming a Nittany Lion
at one point this past summer before he ulti-
mately chose the Duckeyes.

Tt was really nice to make that commit-
ment,” Hawk said. “Tt was flattering to know
that I got to choose between Penn State and
Ohio State to play college football because a
lot of kids just want to play college foothall
anywhere and I got to choose from two of the
best schools in the country. It was just unbe-
lievable.

*T was really serious about Penn State. I
really liked Coach (Joe) Paterno and his son,
Jay, who is the quarterback coach and
recruiting coordinator. But once 1 got to
camp at Ohio State and I met all the coach-
es, | loved it and I could tell that was where
1 wanted to play.”

Hawk received that much-coveted offer
on the second day of OSU's camp, obviously
impmﬁling the Buckeye coaching stafl with
his aMlities during the early part of the
cam)

i
*l waited maybe four or five days
(because) | was supposed to go to Penn
State’s camp the following Saturday,” he
said. "1 kind of thought about it and realized
that | wasn't going to Penn State, Ohio State
was where I wanted to be. So I canceled my
trip to Penn State and I think I committed to
Ohio State on that following Monday.”

With Mike Kudla also in the fold now and
follow prep linebackers Mike D'Andrea,
Bobby Carpenter, Bryan Andrews and Stan
White Jr. all potential Buckeyes, Ullery
thinks Hawk may have a certain special tal-
ent that could det him apart from all of the
others in the group.

*T've never seen any of the others and,
being an Ohio State fan, 1 hope they get
them all,” the conch said. “But with AJ,, I
thirk the number one thing is that he's just

The Hawk File

NAME — AJ. Hawk

HIGH SCHOOL — Centarvilla, Chio

POSITION — Dutside linebacker

HEIGHT, WEIGHT — &2, 230 pounds

AD-YARD DASH TIME — 4.6 saconds

BENCH PRESS — 385 pounds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3.1

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TEST = Scored 8 20 on the ACT.

VITAL STATISTICS — Howk has baen a standout for the Efks since his freshman year, although
ha suffered @ knee injury in week one of his senior season that has sidelined him for the time
being. In three seasons, he amassed 503 tackies — 142 as a freshman, 192 in 12 games as a
sophomore and 169 mare in 10 games last yeor, He also worked at running back on offense, total-
ing B88 yardy and nine touchdowns last year. He had 20 carres for 140 yards in week one this
saason. He is ranked Ohio's 14th-bast prospect by The Ohio Football Recruiting News. He was 8
firsttoam All-Southwest District and secondteam AllONo pick in Division | last year

COACH'S COMMENT — “He has tremendous athletic ability, Here's o kid who is 230-some
pounds, runs around a 4.6 40, has a vartical jump of 35 inches and ha's o tremandous punter
and Kickar, Ha's our backup quartartiack also, or he was before he was injured. Thare's o Jot of
places A.J. Hawk can play on the football field,

*He comes from a tremendous family and he's & very responsitle young man, an extramely hard
worker, very dedicated and unselfish, You can coma up with any adiective you want in a football
player and that's A, His brother, Ryan, was the same wary when he was here, I'm going to miss
having & Hawk on this football team. We'va had them hare for a long tima and they ve just been
brought up extremaely well and i reflects in all facets of thelr Ives.

“A. Is going to be a player at the naxt lavel. If A.)."s past is any indication of his future, ha will
work hard enough 10 make himsell important in the next four or five years at Ohlo Stame.” —

Centarville head coach Ron Ullery

June 28,

HOBBIES — LUfting weights and fishing for bags and trout.
SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Committed to Ohio State ovar Penn State and Miami (Ohlo) on

got o noso for the football Some of these
other guys might be a little faster, some
might be a hittle bigger than him, but T've
seen AJ. and he's the best linebacker to ever
play at this school. He may be the best foot-
ball player to ever play at this school, and
we've had some pretty good ones

“So | just think it's his nose for the foot-
ball; he finds a way to get there. When you're
getting 170 to 190 tackles o year, you've got
to know where the ball is and [ think AJ
usually does,”

Hawk himself spoke in no-nonsense
terms to describe his style of play on the
field.

“I try to be kind of a throwback and old-
school player,” he said. “T don't need any of
the hype or anything, I just like to make
every play and be around the ball every sin-
gle play, That's my main goal whan I'm play-
ing. I want to make every single tackle when
I'm on the field, that's what I try to do. I try
to model my game after Zach Thomas of the
Miami Dolphins. I love to watch him play.
He's always around the ball”

Prior to attending high school, Hawk was
more of an offensive player and he still
wears No. 34 in honor of Bo Jackson,

“l was always a running back. I played
linebacker on defense still, but I was mainly
offense,” he said. “But then once 1 got to high
school, I realized that linebacker was where
1 wanted to be, That's where I want to play,
especially at the next level. My freshman
yoar I played both linebacker positions, and
theso past three years I've been playing just

in the middle.

*I like the outside in the college game
The middle linebacker gets to plug the holes
but the outside gets to get out and run and
chase the plays, I like that a lot actually. I
think running sideline to aideline is my best
asset, chasing down plays ... I love to do that,
So wherever they want to put me I'll play,
bt I think I can play all three"

Despite his prowess at linebacker, Hawk
eaid he'd certainly consider offense if that's
where he could help the team

“They've never really said anything to me
about that,” he said. “But ifthey wanted me
to play some fullback, I would definitely do
it. I love to play offense, too.”

Ohio State fans are looking forward to
eventually seeing a healthy Hawk in a
Buckeye uniformn.

“I'm really excited for that. I can't wait,”
said Hawk, a lifetime OSU fan. *] can't wait
to get up there, especially with Coach (Jim)
Tressel there and all the good coaches they
have.”
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