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Oh[zo State 7Secondary [
Manning In 14-7 Witg Over Texas

SONNY BROCKWAY

HERE COME THE CHAMPS — The Ohio State football team storms the field at Ohio Stadium before beginning the defense of their 2024 national championship
in a marquee matchup against Texas. By the time the Buckeyes returned to their locker room, they had knocked off the top-ranked Longhorns, 14-7, with an

impressive defensive effort.

By GREG WILSON
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Texas came into Columbus with the No.
1 ranking next to its team name. Arch Man-
ning had all of the headlines as the heir ap-
parent to the throne of top quarterback in
college football.

But on Aug. 30, it was Ohio State’s sec-
ondary that had all of the answers.

In a low-scoring 14-7 matchup between
the top-ranked Longhorns and No. 3 Buck-
eyes, Manning looked completely lost for
most of 60 hard-fought minutes.

A lot of that credit goes to Ohio State’s
secondary, which
speedy pass catchers throughout the game.

locked down Texas’

After eight months of watching them go up
against only the Buckeyes' offense in prac-
tices, first-year defensive coordinator Matt
Patricia wasn't sure what to expect from his
defensive backfield. But the result he got, he
couldn’t have been more pleased with.

“It was fun to watch them in game
speed,” Patricia said. “Texas is fast, they can
move downfield pretty quick, and to watch
our guys run with that sort of speed was re-
ally good.”

It was likely one of the toughest chal-
lenges the Buckeyes will face all season.
The Longhorns were the preseason No. 1
in most polls for good reason, and that's
due to both the returning talent they have
on both sides of the ball, as well as the up-
and-coming players they have who project

to be some of the best in the college game.

But Texas receivers DeAndre Moore ]Jr.,
Ryan Wingo and Parker Livingstone were
no match for junior Jermaine Mathews Jr.,
senior Davison Igbinosun and redshirt se-
nior Lorenzo Styles Jr.

Igbinosun is the only returning starter
of the three cornerbacks, but Mathews and
Styles both were a big part of the Buckeyes’
run to the national championship last sea-
son, and it showed with their coverage be-
ing as good as it was.

Mathews said that going against Man-
ning after seeing all of the headlines he was
receiving was enough motivation for him.

“That was all the motivation I need-
ed,” he said. “The hype they gave him all
throughout this offseason was all the mo-

tivation I needed all year to get prepared
for this game. We've been preparing for the
game for a long time, and then we went out
there and did what we were supposed to
do.”

Ohio State starting quarterback Julian
Sayin gave some insight after the game
about what Manning might have been deal-
ing with. And after months of going against
the Buckeye defense in practice, there
might be nobody better equipped to talk
about what it's like to face the talented unit.

“They’re very fast, very physical. Coach

Patricia does a great job of mixing things
up and keeping you on your toes as a quar-
terback. It’s very hard to play against them.
It’s great practice going against our defense,
and it makes my job very hard.”

The domination of the secondary started
from the very first kickoff. Manning seemed
to have some trouble shaking off whatever
nerves he might have had in his first start
on the road, and he completed just four of
his first nine passes, which went for just 20
yards.

It seemed that the fact that he had no
open receivers might have gotten into his
head throughout the game as well. After
the Buckeyes took a lead, he started to try
to force passes into tighter windows, which
didn’t go well for the Texas offense for the
most part.

That much was obvious when it was late
in the third quarter and the Buckeyes were
holding on to a 7-0 lead, Manning dropped
back and looked for the sophomore receiver
Wingo on a corner route to the right side
of the field. Wingo didn’t have much separa-
tion from Mathews at all, but he was the best
option for Manning on the second-and-12.
Mathews got his head turned around to the

Continued On Page 10
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Buckeyes Outslug No. 1-Ranked Texas

From the flag-raising snafu at the beginning
of the game to a potential run-out-the-clock
possession that lasted a mere 62 seconds, it
would be difficult to describe as picturesque
the opening of Ohio State’s defense of its na-
tional championship.

But once the stars and stripes made their
way up the Ohio Stadium flagpole (well after
the final notes of the national anthem had been
played), the Buckeyes set about slugging it out
with preseason No. 1 Texas in a decidedly
un-Ryan Day-like contest that wasn’t exactly
pretty but resulted nonetheless in a 14-7 victo-
ry for the defending champs.

Only twice before in Day'’s previous 80
games as head coach of the Buckeyes had
his team scored 14 or fewer points, and those
games resulted in soul-crushing defeats — 14-3
to ninth-ranked Missouri in the 2023 Cotton
Bowl and 13-10 to archrival Michigan last fall.

This time, however, with a new starting
quarterback, revamped defensive line and new
coordinators on both sides of the ball, Day and
his team utilized a heretofore untested formu-
la that relied on a conservative offensive attack
while the defense went toe to toe in the trench-
es with the Longhorns and their so-called ge-
nius of a head coach and a preseason Heisman
Trophy favorite at quarterback.

I'm not prepared to overly criticize Texas
quarterback Arch Manning, whose head coach
Steve Sarkisian seemed reluctant to capitalize
on the strengths of his Heisman candidate. Al-
though the Longhorns finished with 336 total
yards, with Manning accounting for 208 of that
with his arm and his feet, for large stretches of
the afternoon Sarkisian’s offensive game plan
seemed as vanilla as it was during last year’s
28-14 loss to the Buckeyes in the College Foot-
ball Playoff semifinal.

Still, Manning did not look the part of a
Heisman Trophy front-runner. He completed
17 of 30 attempts — missing wildly on many of
those 13 incompletions — for 170 yards and a
touchdown. He also threw an interception and
had a second pick erased early in the fourth
quarter when replay officials ruled OSU line-
backer Sonny Styles trapped the ball off the
turf.

Manning just never looked comfortable
against the Buckeyes, who took away his deep
passing game for much of the afternoon and
pressured him just enough to keep him off-
rhythm.

Meanwhile, Julian Sayin checked off nearly
every box in his starting debut for the Buck-
eyes. He might not have flashed much pizzazz
(only 126 yards) or showcased a howitzer of
an arm (his 40-yard touchdown pass to Carnell
Tate was a bit underthrown), but he got the job
done with a minimum of mistakes.

Sayin wound up completing 13 of 20 at-
tempts, a 65.0-percent completion rate that
would have been much better had his receiv-
ers not dropped several of his early throws. He
also held up well under pressure, committing
no turnovers and taking zero sacks while fin-
ishing the game with a more-than acceptable
134.4 quarterback rating.

In many ways, it was a similar performance
to that of Will Howard in last year’s season
opener, although the competition was much
stronger for Sayin — the No. 1-rated team in the
nation opposed to an Akron team on its way to
a 4-8 season.

1 think it's safe to say that the duo of CJ
Donaldson and James Peoples have a bit of a
way to go to match the production of TreVeyon
Henderson and Quinshon Judkins.

Donaldson showed some occasional pow-
er such as on his 1-yard touchdown plunge in
the second quarter, and he wound up with 67
yards on 19 carries. But the tandem combined

to average only 3.0 yards on 29 combined at-
tempts. Hopefully, we can chalk that up to a
Texas defense that finished third in the nation
last year in total defense.

EDITOR’S
NOTEBOOK

Mark Rea

Speaking of defense, perhaps the offseason
handwringing over swapping out Matt Patricia
for Jim Knowles as defensive coordinator was
somewhat overblown. Although the Long-
horns totaled 336 yards of offense, that was
nearly identical to the 341 they had against the
Buckeyes in last year’s CFP semifinal.

Do you know what else was nearly identi-
cal to that game? It was Patricia borrowing a
page from Knowles’ playbook with Texas trail-
ing 14-7 while facing a fourth-and-5 at mid-
field and 1:34 remaining on the fourth-quarter
clock.

No one within Buckeye Nation will ever for-
get Jack Sawyer’s scoop-and-score backbreak-
er that plunged a dagger into the Longhorns
last January, but evidently Sarkisian and his
offensive staff did. Coming from the same di-
rection as Sawyer when he blew in on Quinn
Ewers in the semifinal, OSU defensive end CJ.
Hicks applied similar pressure to Manning on
the fourth-down play, hurrying the Texas QB
enough that he was forced to settle for finding
check-down receiver Jack Endries. All-every-
thing safety Caleb Downs was exactly where
he was supposed to be and was able to stop
Endries well short of the first-down marker.

When Patricia was hired in February as
Knowles' replacement, the announcement
was met with equal parts derision and crickets
from Ohio State fans. Knowles was the archi-
tect of the national championship defense that
finished first in the country in several catego-
ries while Patricia hadn’t coached on the col-
lege level since spending three years as a grad-
uate assistant at Syracuse in the early 2000s.

I said all spring and summer that if Sayin
was good enough for Nick Saban, he would be
good enough for me. I have similar thoughts
about Patricia. If he was good enough for Bill
Belichick, with whom he won three Super
Bowls at New England, he’s good enough for
me.

After the gritty performance against Texas,
which included stopping the Longhorns on
four of five fourth-down tries accentuated by a
third-quarter, goal-line stand inside the 1-yard
line, I think maybe Patricia is good enough for
the rest of Buckeye Nation, too.

Fun With Numbers

Not very many programs can boast a per-
fect home record against SEC opponents, but
Ohio State is one of the few. The win against
Texas gave the Buckeyes a 5-0 all-time record
vs. SEC teams in Ohio Stadium. The other
victories are 75-0 vs. Vanderbilt in 1933, 19-6
against Kentucky in 1935, a 36-33 barnburner
over LSU in 1988 and last year’s 42-17 beat-
down of Tennessee in the first round of the
College Football Playoff.

It's been 40 years since the Buckeyes won
a home game against The Associated Press’
No. 1 team, and that upset victory also came
against a Heisman Trophy favorite. Led by star
QB Chuck Long, Iowa entered Ohio Stadium
on Nov. 2, 1985, as the top-ranked team in the
nation and left with a 22-13 loss. Long, who av-
eraged nearly 275 yards per game that season,
threw for only 169 yards against the Buckeyes

and was intercepted four times.

OSU is now 7-10 alltime against No.
1-ranked teams. Coupled with the 41-21 win
against Oregon at the Rose Bowl last January
in the playoff quarterfinal, the win against Tex-
as means the Buckeyes can claim two victories
over top-ranked teams in the same calendar
year for the first time in program history.

Texas became the first preseason No. 1
team in 35 years to lose its season opener. De-
fending national champion Miami (Fla.) lost
a 28-21 decision at No. 16 BYU to begin the
1990 season and then dropped a 29-20 deci-
sion at No. 6 Notre Dame six weeks later. But
the Hurricanes rebounded to finish consensus
No. 3 in the season’s final rankings after ad-
ministering a 46-3 whipping to previous No. 3
Texas in the Cotton Bowl.

Sayin became the first major-college quar-
terback in more than 40 years to engineer an
upset of the nation’s No. 1-rated team in his
first start. You have to go back to 1984 when
Michigan scored a 22-14 win against defend-
ing national champion and top-ranked Miami
(Fla.) with Jim Harbaugh getting his first colle-
giate start. No word on whether Harbaugh was
in possession of the Hurricanes’ signs for the
game.

Sayin's modest total of 126 passing yards
was the lowest total for an OSU starting quar-
terback in a season opener since Craig Kren-
zel had only 118 during the 45-21 win against
Texas Tech in 2002. Does anyone remember
how that season turned out?

The game marked the fourth straight sea-
son opener in which an Ohio State player has
failed to crack the 100-yard mark in rushing.
The last to accomplish that feat was Miyan
Williams, who ran for 125 yards and a touch-
down on just nine carries during a 45-31 win
at Minnesota during the 2021 opener.

When Donaldson scored on a 1-yard run in
the second quarter, he became the first Buck-
eye to cross the goal line wearing jersey No.
12 since Sevyn Banks returned Chris Olave’s
blocked punt for a touchdown during the 62-
39 win against Michigan in 2018. Donaldson
also became the first OSU offensive player
wearing that number to score since Cardale
Jones ran 38 yards for a touchdown during a
28-14 win against Minnesota in 2015.

Contrast In Coaches

I mentioned someone’s name earlier in
this column, someone I hoped I'd never have
to mention again for obvious reasons. I've al-
ready devoted way too much thought and effort
to what can only be described as a cheating
scandal, so I plan to relegate that sorry subject
to the dustbin of history where it so deservedly
belongs.

Yet, I couldn’t help notice the obvious con-
trast between the “Coach Whose Name Shall
No Longer Be Mentioned” and former Louis-
ville, Indiana and Northern Illinois head coach
Lee Corso, who ended his decades-long run
as part of ESPN’s “College GameDay” by don-
ning the Brutus headgear one final time, much
to the delight of most of the 107,524 in atten-
dance inside Ohio Stadium.

In a snippet posted online before the game,
Corso’s longtime GameDay partner Kirk Herb-
streit asked his colleague a variety of questions
until he got to how the 90-year-old former
coach would like to be remembered.

Corso, whose speech has been affect-
ed since he suffered a stroke in 2009, never
missed a beat. “I've tried to live my life by two
basic (principles),” he said. “Never prostitute
your integrity to get a job or to keep one.”

All in all, not a bad philosophy. Too bad too
few people seem to be listening.
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Sterling Debut For Defensive Coordinator

Continued From Page 1

ball and was able to cut in front of the pass
in time to come up with an easy intercep-
tion, his first pick since he took one back for
a score as a true freshman against Western
Kentucky on Sept. 16, 2023.

The interception turned into a touch-
down drive for the Buckeyes that put them
up 14-0 early in the fourth quarter.

Mathews also nearly forced another
turnover from Manning on the very next
Texas drive. He was able to get in front of
another pass to Wingo and tip it into the
air. Senior captain linebacker Sonny Styles
dived after it but wasn't able to keep the ball
from hitting the ground, which was seen on
a review of the play that overturned the orig-
inal interception ruling.

Another big part of the lockdown cover-
age was that Ighinosun, who had 16 penalty
flags thrown against him during the 2024
season, did not have a single whistle blown
on him in the contest against the Long-
horns.

He was targeted in the end zone in the
fourth quarter when Texas had made it to
Ohio State’s 9-yard line and had a fourth-
and-3. He was able to cleanly break up the
pass and force a turnover on downs.

The Buckeyes were able to make multi-
ple fourth-down stops throughout the game,
holding Texas to just one success on five
tries. Head coach Ryan Day appreciated
those stops at least as much as Mathews’
interception.

“Every time you have a fourth-down stop,
it's like a turnover,” Day said. “The inter-
ception was huge, but when you start get-
ting fourth-down stops in the middle of the
field, that flips the whole field over and it's
like getting a turnover. We had three fourth-
down stops and the one at the end of the
game, that’s almost four turnovers, and that
plays into it.”

Junior safety Caleb Downs came into the
season regarded as one of the best defen-
sive players in college football, and he was a
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big part of the Buckeyes' win as well in the
secondary.

Whenever the versatile Downs was
called upon to cover a route runner, he was
able to do so effectively. But he was also an
extremely important part of stopping ball
carriers dead in their tracks.

He finished the game with five tackles,
but his presence was felt on every play. Patri-
cia, who has coached some of the best NFL
defenders in the last couple of decades, rec-
ognized the importance of Downs’ presence
in the win.

“The communication was really good,”
he said. “Caleb is unbelievable back there
as a field general. He's back there calling
out the coverages, the adjustments and even
some of the alerts.”

Downs sealed the game with good cover-
age on tight end Jack Endries, who brought
in a tough catch for the Longhorns’ last
gasp, only to be met immediately by the star
safety. Downs stopped Endries before the
line to gain, and Sayin was able to kneel the
clock out for the Buckeye win.

Manning also helped Ohio State out a
bit on his own, which he acknowledged af-
ter the game. Even in the rare case that a
receiver was able to get open, he struggled
to put a throw on target. That began on the
very first pass he threw that was bounced
off the turf to Moore on the first play of the
game.

“They’re a good team, but I thought we
beat ourselves a lot,” Manning said. “That
starts with me, and I've got to play better for
us to win.”

But while Manning put some of the
blame on himself, his head coach and play
caller, Steve Sarkisian, made sure to give
Ohio State’s defense a lot of credit, defend-
ing his young quarterback. Manning was
dealing with an experienced NFL defensive
coordinator in Patricia calling plays against
him and disguising coverages well, which
can be tough for a new starter to take in.

“He took that information and applied it

in the second half,” Sarkisian said. “That’s
encouraging that he was able to adjust at
halftime to do those things. All in all, the
growth throughout the game for Arch was
really encouraging for me. We're going to
be fine. We've got work to do as a team and
as an offense, but ultimately, I'm getting on
the plane knowing we're going to be a good
football team.”

Included in Ohio State’s cornerback
room is true freshman Devin Sanchez,
whom many expected to burst onto the
scene quickly in his first year. If Sanchez
hadn’t been ready to play much against the
No. 1 team in the country, that would have
been understandable. But the 18-year-old
was plugged into the lineup early, taking
snaps on the outside on multiple drives
throughout the game.

Most notably, the freshman was included
when the Buckeyes were in dime defense as
the sixth defensive back on the field when
there were two minutes to go in the game.
The coaching staff clearly already trusts
Sanchez enough to have him try to help seal
the win against the Longhorns.

Ultimately, Mathews was very pleased
with how the unit as a whole played, espe-
cially after there was some level of uncer-
tainty after losing starters to the NFL over
the offseason.

FILE PHOTO
A GOOD DAY — Head coach Ryan Day had plenty to cheer about during the
Buckeyes’ 14-7 win over Texas with the defense smothering Arch Manning
for most of the game and the offense with first-time starter Julian Sayin not
committing a turnover.

“(We made a) very big statement. I think
we showed the country that we didn't go
anywhere, we can still be the best defense
in the country,” he said. “We lost a lot of
guys, first-round guys that had been here for
three or four years as starters. It was just
our chance to show the world what we can
really do.”

No Knowles,
No Problem

Ohio State had the No. 1 defense in the
country last season, which was a big part of
the 2024 national championship. But right
after the celebration for that title, the news
came out that the defensive coordinator
who had helped them get to that point was
leaving for a conference rival.

When Jim Knowles went to Penn State
and Ohio State hired Patricia over the off-
season, there were questions about whether
the Buckeye defense would be able to live up
to the same standards that it had reached
under Knowles.

Patricia’s last couple of stops were
deemed failures by the general public when
he was fired as the head coach of the De-
troit Lions after 2020, and the New England
Patriots failed to find the same success in
2021-22 as they did when he was their de-
fensive coordinator from 2012-17.
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FILE PHOTO
GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION — Fears that the defense would struggle with
the departure of defensive coordinator Jim Knowles to Penn State and sev-
eral stars to the NFL were allayed in the first game for new DC Matt Patricia
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dous job with them. It was good. It was
great to see them in live action.”

Reese forced his way into playing time
last year as the third linebacker behind
Styles and Cody Simon, and now this year,
he is getting to fully show off the versatility
he provides in the middle of the defense.

When he was a freshman and the defen-
sive line was dealing with injuries, Reese
was almost moved to the edge, but Laurinai-
tis pushed hard for him to remain with his
position group, and it's easy to see why. But
with Reese’s pass-rushing ability, which Pa-
tricia used time and time again in the win,
it's also easy to see why defensive line coach
Larry Johnson might have wanted him.

“Arvell has a lot of versatility,” Day said.
“When you get up on Arvell, you can see that
he has all the traits it takes to be a dominant
linebacker. What I saw out there today was
a guy who was running from sideline to side-
line at the linebacker position at the second
level. But also, you saw him when (Kenyatta
Jackson Jr) went down, he was playing up
front, rushing the passer and putting pres-
sure on the quarterback.

“He can do all of those things. This is
probably the most he’s played in a big game
like this. He'll learn a lot from this, and we'll
see how he grades out.”

Despite the new defensive coordina-
tor and the changes that come with that,
Mathews said that they feel good about
where they are as a unit, especially with
some of the changes that Patricia has made.

“It’s very different because we changed
our front a lot,” Mathews said. “We didn'’t re-
ally do that last two years, so we switched

up a lot of fronts. We changed the looks in
the back end as well, so I think the defense
is very complex for the opposing quarter-
back to read.”

Additionally, while it might not have been
the star of the unit on Aug. 30, the defensive
line made the biggest play of the game when
it stuffed Manning’s quarterback sneak in
the third quarter on fourth-and-goal with
less than 1 yard to go.

The goal-line stand was a signature of
the 2024 defense, and now the 2025 team
is continuing to hold on to that ability. Ju-
nior defensive tackle Kayden McDonald,
who had a part in some of the big stops last
season as well, said he knew the sneak was
coming and was ready to make the stop.

“Youre on the l-yard line,” McDonald
explained. “If you pass it there, why would
you do that? I knew the personnel and we
had to get a stop, and we did. We all came
together.”

Day said the team still has a lot of room
to grow, which is expected when there are
so many starters taking over in Week 1 of
a new season. But he also said that they
would much rather be fixing what they need
to after a win like they pulled out against
Texas.

“Matt put a good game plan together, and
the coaches put a good game plan together,”
Day said. “There’s a lot that we can build on
here, a lot to improve on. The team you see
right now will not be the one you see half-
way through the season or at the end of the
year. But it certainly makes the corrections
a lot easier to make after a win like this.”

when the Buckeyes stymied top-ranked Texas 14-7.

But Patricia quickly quieted the doubt-
ers with his play calling in the 14-7 win over
Texas. For the people in the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center, that came as no surprise.

“I know what kind of a coach Matt is be-
cause I see him every day,” Day said. “That’s
the thing about football. I share that with the
guys. The work that you put in when you're
in the dark doesn’'t come to light until this
first game. That's sometimes the sobering
thing about football. You put all of that work
in just to give you a chance, then you have
X number of games to go make it happen.”

Another reason some people doubted
Patricia, specifically in the game against
Texas, was that he didn’t have a preseason
to figure out any kinks there might be in his
defense, as he did in the NFL. Any issues
that might arise during games, he wouldn’t
be able to find out what those would be un-
til his players were already lined up against
the Longhorns.

Patricia said that the fact that the Buck-
eyes went right into the season against an
offense like Texas' with a play caller like
Sarkisian made him appreciate those exhi-
bition games more than he used to.

“The thing about college, I really appre-
ciate those (NFL) preseason games now. |
really do,” Patricia said. “There were defi-
nitely things in the game today, operation-
ally, communication-wise, and the sideline
gets a little nuts. There are a lot of players
compared to an NFL active roster.”

But Patricia made his presence known
early on when his defense became the first

since Miami (Fla.) in 1988 to hold the pre-
season No. 1-ranked team to zero points in
the first half of the season opener.

That early success gave Day a lot of
confidence that Patricia could continue to
do his job. Knowing that, Day decided that
the Buckeye offense could play a lot more
conservatively, which might have been a
blessing with the young Sayin making his
first start.

“As the first quarter was going on, [ could
see us getting off the field on defense, and
it felt like we were moving the line of scrim-
mage,” Day said. “We were fairly conserva-
tive because we felt like our defense was
playing well.”

The secondary had a big part in Patricia’s
defense being so successful, but it was also
the talented linebacker room that helped
him use the defense however he wanted to.
Since he arrived on campus, Patricia has
been raving about Sonny Styles and junior
Arvell Reese, and that didn't change after
the win.

“They’re big and they’re fast and they can
cover a lot of space,” Patricia said. “That’s
a lot of fun. Sonny, Arvell, Payton (Pierce),
all those guys, when they’re out there, their
ability to move in space and play the game
with the speed that Texas has — Texas is a
fast team. They really do a great job.

“Sark does a great job of spreading you
horizontally and then taking vertical shots.
Those guys are fun football players to be
around, the linebacker corps. (Linebackers
coach James) Laurinaitis does a tremen-
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OHIO S E VS. TEXAS

Sayin Solid In First Start As Slgnal Caller

In the last 20 years, first-year starting
quarterbacks were 0-18 in Week 1 against
the No. 1-ranked team in the country. Red-
shirt freshman quarterback Julian Sayin
wasn't necessarily perfect in the Buck-
eyes’ 14-7 win over Texas on Aug. 30, but
he made enough plays to put an end to
that trend. Sayin, who didn’t throw an in-
terception or take a sack during the win
over the Longhorns, received the praise of
his head coach after the game.

“I said in the locker room that he han-
dled himself well,” Ryan Day said after
the game. “He took care of the ball, made
some throws when he needed to. A couple
of times when it wasn’t there, he did not
force it. Could we have opened it up more
in the second half? Yeah, but I thought (of-
fensive coordinator Brian Hartline) called
an unselfish game.”

Against a Longhorns defense that
many believe to be among the best in the
nation, Sayin completed 13 of 20 passes
for 126 yards and a touchdown. The red-
shirt freshman had his biggest moment
at the start of the fourth quarter when he
found junior receiver Carnell Tate for a
40-yard touchdown that gave the team the
insurance it needed to salt away the win.

Sayin’s touchdown pass came early in
the fourth quarter on a second-and-7 play
when the Buckeyes led the Longhorns 7-0.
Tate apparently knew the ball was coming
to him before the play even started.

“We called the double move play, and [
was the first read on the play. I knew the
ball was coming to me once (the corner-
back) lined up in press coverage, and [
made a play from there.”

With a quick release at the line of
scrimmage, Tate immediately created sep-
aration on Texas cornerback Jaylon Guil-
beau, and even though Sayin's pass was
slightly underthrown, Tate was able to
make the adjustment to haul in the catch
and double the Buckeyes’ lead.

Sayin’s stat line may seem a bit under-
whelming at first glance, but it could have
been a bit better if not for some mistakes
from his receivers. Sayin’s first passing at-
tempt of the game came on a fourth-and-1
play from Texas' 49-yard line. The Carls-
bad, Calif.,, native calmly went through
his reads in the clean pocket and threw a
perfect pass to tight end Max Klare, but
instead of picking up a first down on a play
that would have gone for 14 yards, the
ex-Boilermaker dropped the ball. Overall,
it was a quiet day for the former All-Big
Ten tight end, who had just one catch for
11 yards.

Klare wasn’t alone in struggling to

NOTEBOOK

Bobby Gorbett

catch the ball. Superstar receiver Jeremi-
ah Smith, who finished the game with a
team-high six catches for 43 yards, had
two drops in a span of three plays. Smith’s
gaffes allowed the Longhorns to force the
first of six punts from Joe McGuire.

“It happens, mistakes happen,” Tate
said of the Buckeye drops. “As a receiver
room and a tight end room, you have to
keep your head up. The ball will come to
you. I've been there before.”

Sayin had his blunders, too. On the
fourth-and-1 play that the Buckeyes didn’t
convert because of Klare’s drop, Smith ap-
peared to be open deep downfield. Then,
on a second-and-10 with less than three
minutes remaining in the game, when the
Buckeyes were clinging to a 14-7 lead, Sa-
yin made the freshman mistake of throw-
ing the ball away and therefore stopping
the clock when he could have slid and kept
the clock running to use up valuable time
that the Longhorns desperately needed.

Still, after the game, Day was opti-
mistic about what he saw from his young
quarterback.

“A ton,” Day said when asked how
much Sayin still has to work on, “but [ was
impressed with his poise. He had a good
look in his eye. What he was saying and
what he was seeing was exactly what was
going on. That’s a great sign.”

Offense Avoids Mistakes
Against Longhorns

Ryan Day’s message to his team head-
ing into Week 1 was simple: “We can'’t beat
ourselves.” The Buckeyes certainly did not
do that. Not only did Sayin not take a sack
against the talented Texas defensive line,
but the offense as a whole did not turn
the ball over. Equally impressive was that
the Buckeyes committed only two pen-
alties that went for 15 yards, while the
Longhorns committed six penalties for 50
yards.

The Buckeyes may have totaled only
203 yards by the end of the game, but their
turnover-free performance was enough to
get a win in Week 1, which, according to
Sayin, was the only goal the team had.

“The whole saying this week was, ‘The
only thing we expect is just go out there
and win, we're not expecting to go out
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SONNY BROCKWAY

DOING HIS JOB WELL — All the Ohio State coaching staff asked of red-
shirt freshman Julian Sayin in his first career start was to win the showdown
against No. 1 Texas. While he wasn't flawless, Sayin did not have a turnover
and completed 13 of 20 for 126 yards with a 40-yard TD to Carnell Tate in the

14-7 victory.

there and do this, this and this on offense.
Just go out there and win, ” Sayin said.
“Credit to our defense putting up a great
performance and going out there and op-
erating.”

The Buckeyes’ clean game was in large
part due to Sayin's decision-making. Tate,
who after the game gave his quarterback
an A-plus for helping the Buckeyes come
out with the victory, praised his poise in
the huddle.

“Julian’s very cool, very calm,” Tate
said. “California kids, you know how they
are. He'’s never too mad, never happy. He
is always very levelheaded.”

As poised as he may be, Sayin previous-
ly didn’t have much experience heading
into the matchup against Texas, which is
partially why the Buckeyes had a conser-
vative set of play calls in the season-open-
ing game.

“It was our first game, so the play calls
were a little bit conservative,” Tate said.
“We have a new quarterback. We all have
bigger roles. So we couldn't go out there
and expect to be last year’s team or go out
there and do crazy things. We have to pro-
pel from the start. We started out really

well for a new group.”

The conservative play calling from the
Buckeyes was part of a larger game plan
to avoid putting Sayin in uncomfortable
positions, according to Day.

“When you have that first start and
you're out there, there are so many things
to take into consideration,” Day said.
“When you're the quarterback at Ohio
State and you're playing No. 1 Texas, one
of the top defenses in the country, which
we have a tremendous amount of respect
for, the one thing we didn’t want to do was
put him in a bad spot. It's not fair to him.
Coming out of it, quite honestly, he proba-
bly could have handled it. But we weren't
going to do that because we know it’s a
long season, and that was the decision
that was made. We'll go from here.”

Sayin’s risk-avoidance was something
instilled in him by not just Day, but also
quarterbacks coach Billy Fessler. Con-
sidering the Buckeye defense stifled the
Longhorns throughout much of the game,
it put the team in a good position to start
the season 1-0.

“Coach Day and Coach Fessler have in-
stilled that in our quarterback room,” Say-
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS

Game Analysis

What Worked Well

Ohio State’s secondary was a true no-ly zone against No. 1 Texas in its 14-7 season-opening
victory. The Longhorns failed to complete a pass longer than 10 yards until the fourth quarter, with
quarterback Arch Manning sitting at just 38 passing yards entering the final period. Additionally,
the Buckeye secondary held Manning to no more than 13 yards passing in each of the first three
quarters.

More than 70 percent of Manning’s passing yards came on only five plays, none of which
came before the fourth. Manning’s struggles throughout the afternoon reflected his team’s overall
performance, as his hesitation to attempt passes downfield through most of the contest kept the
Longhorns scoreless until Texas finally opened up the passing game. He finished 17 of 30 with 170
yards, one interception and one touchdown, a score that didn’t come until less than four minutes
remaining in the contest.

Cornerbacks Davison Ighinosun and Jermaine Mathews Jr. were two of the Buckeyes’ most
impactful players on Aug. 30, keeping Texas’ receivers in front of them and making one-on-one
tackles in the open field. Igbinosun racked up a game-high 10 total tackles (four solo) and a pass
breakup, and he didn’t draw any penalties, a major goal for the senior corner in the offseason.
Mathews, on the other hand, finished with three solo tackles but came up with the game’s lone

turnover — a crucial pick that halted a Texas drive in Ohio State territory..

What Didn't Work

In a defensive battle, the Buckeyes’ running game could simply never get going. Ohio State
finished with just 77 total rushing yards, and the Buckeyes averaged a lowly 2.3 yards per carry on

34 attempts. Senior transfer running back CJ Donaldson led the way for Ohio State with 67 yards
on 19 carries, while sophomore James Peoples had just 20 yards on 10 totes.

Neither of Ohio State’s running backs was able to muster a run of more than 8 yards. The Texas
defense routinely jumped on Donaldson and Peoples early into runs. This is not all the fault of Ohio
State, though. Texas boasts possibly the top front seven of a defensive unit in the country, and with
Buckeye quarterback Julian Sayin playing his firstever start, the Longhorns front was very strong
up the middle.

Play Of The Game

Down just seven points midway through the third quarter, the Longhorns had the ball on
Ohio State’s 9-yard line, threatening to score and equalize the game. Three straight runs later,
and Texas had set itself up for fourth-and-goal on the OSU 1.

Texas called a quarterback sneak for Manning, and as the Longhorn gunslinger took the
snap and attempted to drive himself toward the right hash of the end zone, he was met by
a combination of Caden Curry and Lorenzo Styles Jr. That pair, along with a push from the
Buckeye defense, stuffed Manning and forced a key turnover on downs.

In retrospect, the goalline stand was the difference for the Buckeyes. Ohio State held on
to a one-touchdown lead for the final 3:28, and if the Buckeyes had let in a Manning score, the
outcome in Columbus could have looked drastically different.

— Sam Cipriani

in said. “On third down, if the big play isn’t
there, it's OK to check the ball down. The
preparedness of Coach Day and Coach
Fessler of, ‘Hey, we're not going to lose the
game if it's third-and-extra-long. Be able to
take the check down.”

OSU Ground
Game Inconsistent

Ohio State’s offensive performance
was good enough to win, but it certainly
wasn't flawless. Despite the win, the Buck-
eyes totaled just 77 yards on the ground
for an average of 2.3 yards per carry.

“We'll have to look at the film and see,”
Day said of the Buckeye running game.
“That was a stout front. When we play
them again, I don’t think it’s going to look
the same way. We were leaning on some of
our tight ends, and there were some good
runs in there. I have to look really hard at
the film now and see where things didn’t
go perfect because we were pretty tied in
on both edges there.”

The Buckeyes' ground game wasn't
very consistent, but it played a part in the
offense’s lengthy 80-yard touchdown drive.
During that scoring drive, sophomore run-
ning back James Peoples and West Vir-
ginia transfer CJ Donaldson Jr. combined
for 33 yards on 10 carries. The most im-
pactful play came on a fourth-and-goal run
from the 1-yard line.

On the play, Donaldson picked up a few
crucial blocks from Buckeye tight ends
and left tackle Austin Siereveld before
navigating traffic and jumping over the
goal line for the only score of the first half.
But outside of the first-half drive, it was a
fairly quiet day for Ohio State’s runners.
Contrary to what many media members
and fans expected, Donaldson got the ma-
jority of the carries for the Buckeyes. The
former Mountaineer had 19 carries for 67
yards and the team’s lone rushing touch-
down.

Peoples wasn't quite as effective and
went for only 20 yards on 10 carries. The
Buckeyes' issues running the football
didn’t come from a lack of push from the

offensive line, though. Both interior offen-
sive lineman Luke Montgomery and Day
agreed the unit was moving Texas’ front.
“] think we were moving them off the
ball,” Montgomery said. “We just have
to go back and watch the film, honestly.
I think it's pretty easy fixes, to be hon-
est with you, whether it’s just a misread

or maybe a missed block every once in a .

while and stuff like that. But I think over-
all, we did a pretty good job just moving
the front and getting off the line of scrim-
mage.”

The Buckeyes’ rushing issues came to
a head in the fourth quarter. When leading
by two touchdowns, they were unable to
end the game with their rushing attack.
During one drive in the middle of the quar-
ter, the Buckeyes picked up a first down
with two straight runs from Donaldson,
but a holding penalty on Montgomery ef-
fectively ended the drive.

Then, after the Longhorns finally got
on the board with a 60-yard touchdown
drive, the Buckeyes went three-and-out af-
ter a run by Donaldson to start the drive
went nowhere. Still, after the game, Day
said he felt like the offense did a solid job
of keeping the Longhorns off the field.

“The defense was playing well,” Day
said. “When we got the ball back on the
10-yard line with eight minutes to go, we
ended up running about four minutes
(3:46) off the clock, and that was import-
ant.”

Jackson Injured, Day
Says Not Long Term

Not everything went according to plan
for the Buckeyes on Aug. 30. Redshirt ju-
nior defensive end Kenyatta Jackson Jr.
was injured during the third quarter of the
game and missed the rest of the contest.
Although it still isn’t clear what Jackson’s
injury was, the Miami Gardens, Fla., na-
tive appeared to be rolled up on and may
have suffered a leg injury.

Jackson needed assistance from the
training staff, but after a few minutes, he

was able to walk to the sidelines under his -

OWn pOwer. that they are dealing with for long.
Jackson, who finished the game with
three tackles, could be seen on the side-
lines celebrating with teammates as the
Buckeyes closed in on their victory.
After the game, Day said he doesn't an-

3

ticipate Jackson’s injury will be something don’t see it being a long-term injury.
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“Kenyatta, I don’t think I can come up
and say exactly what it was, but they took
his helmet away,” Day said. “We'll kind of

evaluate how that is moving forward. But I
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O STATE VS. TEXA

Defense Makes For Long Day For Longhorns

By CRAIG MERZ
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Those going to Ohio Stadium for the
much-anticipated Aug. 30 season opener
between No. 1 Texas and third-ranked Ohio
State expecting a scoreboard explosion fea-
turing two talented but inexperienced quar-
terbacks left disappointed.

They would be the only ones. Sure, there
wasn't much scoring, but there is something
to be said for good, hard-nosed football and
drama to the end.

CJ Donaldson Jr. rushed for a touch-
down, Julian Sayin threw to Carnell Tate for
another and the defense made two stops in-
side the 10 when the Buckeyes defeated the
Longhorns 14-7 in Ohio Stadium.

Donaldson, a West Virginia transfer,
scored from the 1 in the second quarter,
and Tate’s came early in the fourth quarter
after Jermaine Mathews Jr. intercepted Arch
Manning before a sun-drenched crowd of
107,524.

Manning led the Longhorns back with
a TD strike for 30 yards to Parker Living-
stone with just 3:28 left and engineered a
late drive that was stopped at the OSU 47
with 1:27 left.

Manning, the nephew of Super Bowl-win-
ning QBs Peyton and Eli Manning, made his
third career start while Sayin made his first.
Sayin was 13 of 20 for 126 yards and a TD,
while Manning was 17 of 30 for 170 yards,
a TD and an interception.

Defensive Front

Texas started the opening drive of the
game at its 25 after a touchback and turned
the ball over on downs after the second of
two fourth-down plays was unsuccessful.

Manning sneaked his way to keep the
drive alive with a 1-yarder to the 35 on the
first, but needing 2 yards on the second at-
tempt, CJ Baxter was stopped by Arvell Re-
ese for a 1-yard gain at the OSU 42.

The Buckeyes also failed on fourth down
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and gave it back to the Longhorns at the Tex-
as 49. Donaldson ran for 2, 7 and 0 yards,
but on fourth down, a pass to the Texas 35
along the left sideline was dropped by tight
end Max Klare as he tried to stay in play.

After a Texas punt, the Buckeyes started
at their 8. Sayin had an 11-yard completion
to Klare, but Jeremiah Smith had his sec-
ond drop of the game, forcing a punt. Smith
for the game made six catches for 43 yards
with a long of 16.

Each team had 50 yards in the first quar-
ter. Sayin was 3 of 6 for 33 yards while Man-
ning was 3 of 5 for 13.

The Buckeyes went 80 yards after a punt
late in the first quarter to take a 7-0 lead at
8:57 of the second quarter on Donaldson’s
run. The drive used 13 plays and 8:01 off the
clock and was aided by two Texas penalties.

On a third-and-4 incompletion to Bran-
don Inniss, Colin Simmons was penalized
15 yards to the Texas 29 for a face mask.
Two plays later, Malik Muhammad was
caught holding Smith, putting the ball at the
18.

Donaldson ran for 7 and 5 yards. On first
down from the 6, running back James Peo-
ples gained 2, as did Donaldson on the next
play. Before the third-down snap, OSU took
a timeout. Donaldson gained a hard 1 yard
then on fourth down went over left tackle
Austin Siereveld for the score.

SONNY BROCKWAY
KEPT UNDER WRAPS — Linebacker Arvell Reese’s sack of Arch Manning in
the second quarter in Ohio Stadium on Aug. 30 was emblematic of the dom-
inance of Ohio State’s defense on the heralded Texas quarterback whose
lone touchdown pass came late in the game after the Buckeyes led 14-0.
Manning was 17 of 30 for 170 yards with an interception.

The Longhorns had to punt on their next
possession thanks to a 1-yard sack by Re-
ese to the UT 46 on third down. Jack Bou-
wmeester’s 52-yard punt was downed at the
2 with 5:05 left. The Buckeyes moved out
to their 23 before they were forced to punt,
and the Longhorns ended their half on a
three-and-out.

Ohio State at the half had 103 yards (53
passing, 50 rushing). Texas gained 79 (26
passing, 53 rushing). Sayin was 6 for 11,
Manning was 5 of 10. The Longhorns had
four penalties, including two false starts, for
35 yards. OSU had zero infractions.

Texas coach Steve Sarkisian was im-
pressed by the Buckeyes’ pass defense.

“They have a very good secondary, and [
thought their ability to disguise coverages in
the first half was at an elite level — I wouldn't
say a good level, on the elite level,” he said.
“That starts with (safety) Caleb Downs. He's
very savvy. He's very smart. They're able to
hold coverages.”

Big Plays

The Buckeyes punted on their first drive
after halftime, and the 43-yard kick by Joe
McGuire gave Texas the ball at the 29 after
a 3-yard return.

Everything clicked until it didn’t, and
Manning was stuffed on a fourth-and-1 at
the 1 by Caden Curry and Lorenzo Styles Jr.

Manning earlier escaped the rush for a
15-yard run for a first down at the OSU 47.
The Longhorns then drove to the first down
at the 9 but could not punch it in despite
four tries. Manning gained 6 on two runs,
and Baxter added 2 more yards before the
Buckeyes held. Texas had the ball for 15
plays and 6:54.

OSU, hugging its own goal line, got a
break because Carson Hinzman was called
for holding in the end zone, which would
have resulted in a safety, but a Texas un-
sportsmanlike-conduct penalty was offset-
ting.

Following a punt, Mathews intercepted
Manning at the OSU 27 and returned it 5
yards to the 32 with 3:01 left in the third.

The Buckeyes increased the lead to 14-0
with 13:08 left in the game on Tate’s clutch
grab at the goal line to finish the 68-yard,
seven-play, 4:53 drive.

Smith made a third-down catch of 7
yards to keep the drive going at the OSU
45, and Donaldson came back with a 9-yard
reception. After an illegal formation penalty
put the Buckeyes in a first-and-15 from the
UT 48, Donaldson rushed for 8 to set up the
score.

The Buckeyes thought they might have
put the game away when Sonny Styles ap-
peared to intercept Manning at the OSU 28
with 10:36 to play, but the play was over-
turned after a review and Texas continued
its march.

But on fourth-and-3 from the 9, Manning
threw incomplete to Livingstone with Davi-
son Igbinosun breaking up the pass in the
end zone with 7:56 to play.

Livingstone made amends with 3:28 left
when he made a 32-yard TD catch to make
it 14-7.

The drive of 60 yards that used four
plays and took only 42 seconds started with
a Ryan Wingo catch of 28 yards to the OSU
32.

OSU then went three-and-out, and Mc-
Guire boomed a 55-yard punt to the 15 with
2:26 left. On second down, Manning threw a
beauty down the left sideline to Jack Endries
for 30 yards to the Texas 45 with 2:00 left.

After a 5-yard run by Quintrevion Wisner,
two incompletions followed.

On fourth-and-5 from the 50, Endries
made a catch of 3 yards but was tackled
short of a first down by Downs, and the
Buckeyes took over with 1:27 left. Sayin
took three snaps for a loss of 10 yards to the
35 to end the game.

Notes

The Manning interception was the only
turnover in the game. ... Texas had a big
second-half to finish with 336 total yards
(170 passing, 166 rushing). OSU gained
203 (126 passing, 77 rushing). ... Texas av-
eraged 4.5 yards per run, Ohio State 2.3. ...
Wisner gained 80 yards on 16 carries while
Donaldson carried 19 times for 67 yards. ...
Tate’s two catches totaled 49 yards. ... Tex-
as was penalized six times for 50 yards, the
Buckeyes twice for 15. ... The Longhorns
converted 5 of 14 third downs and 1 of 5
fourth downs. OSU was 3 of 12 and 1 of 2,
respectively. ... Kickoff temperature was 67
degrees.
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Ohio State 14, Texas 7 Season Statistics
Aug. 30, 2025 - Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio. 2025 Game-By-Game Max Klare 1 "o o T
Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd ¢ Donaldson 1 9 90 0 9
TEXAS 0 0 0 ! 4 Aug.30 (3 TEXAS (1) W47 10724 Bennett Chrisian 1 6 60 0 6
OHIO STATE 0 7 0 7 14 Sept.6  (3) GRAMBLING STATE 330 pm.
OSU Totals 13 126 95 1 40
Second Quarter Sept. 13 OHIO 7pm.
OSU - Donaldson, 1-yard rush (Fielding kick), 8:57. Sept. 27 at Washington TBA OPP Totals 7170 100 1 32
Fourth Quarter Oct.4  MINNESOTA TBA
0SU - Tate, 40-yard pass from Sayin (Fielding kick), 13:08. Oct 11t Hincis (12) TBA Scoring TD EPK EPR_EPRC FG PTS
L . . . Oct. 18 at Wisconsin TBA
TEX - Livingstone, 32-yard pass from Manning (Shipley kick), 3:28. CJ Donaldson - - - - 6
Nov. 1 PENN STATE (2) TBA
Att. - 107,524 Now§  atPurdue TBA Carnell Tate 1T - - - - 6
Weather - Sunny, 67 F Nov.15  UCLA TBA Jayden Fielding - 22 - - - 2
Team Statistics Nov.22  RUTGERS TBA 0SU Totals 2 22 - - - 14
Nov.29  at Michigan (14 12 pm.
TEX osu o9 athiehigen () - OPPTotals 1 1 - - - 7
First Downs 16 1
Rushing 10 4 0OSU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before the
. il ! ing i , Puntin No. Yds. Avg. Bk Lon
Passing 6 5 opponent, while the opponent's ranking is after the name. g 9 g
Penalty 0 2 Joe McGuire 6 260 433 0 55
Rushes-Yards 37-166 34-77 Team Statistics OSUTotals 6 260 433 0 55
. osu o)
Passing Yards 170 126 PP OPPTotals 4 185 462 0 52
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 17-30-1 13-20-0 First Downs n 16
. Rushin 4 10
Offensive Plays 67 54 ) 9 Intercepti No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Total Net Yards 336 203 Passing 5 6
Penalty 2 0 J. Mathews Jr. 1 5 50 0 5
Third Down Efficiency 5-14 3-12 05U Total 1 5 50 0 5
. Average Per Game/Rush 770 166.0 otals -
Fourth Down Efficiency 1-5 1-2 verage Fer /Ru
Average Per Game/Pass 126.0 170.0 OPP Totals 0 0 00 O 0
Punts-Avg. 4-46.2 6-43.3 9 ©
Total Offense 203 336
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 Total Pl s o
otal Plays
Penalties 6-50 2.15 Y Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
) ) Average Per Game 203.0 336.0
Time of Possession 27:55 32:05 OSU Totals 0 0 00 0 O
Average Per Play 3.8 5.0
. OPP Totals 1 3 30 0 3
dividual St Penalties-Yards S t / €15 2 0 26:350
Individual Statistics
) } ) Fumbles-Lost ep 20 -0
RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) - TEX: Wisner 16-80; Baxter 10-40; Manning 10-38; Wingo 1-8. OSU: Third Down Efficiency 312 514 Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Donaldson 19-67; Peoples 10-20; Sayin 2-2; Team 3-(-12). Percentage 25% 36% 0SU Totals 0 0 00 0 0
PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) - TEX: Manning 17-30-1-170-1. OSU: Sayin 13-20-0-126-1. Fourth Down Efficiency 1-2 1-5 OPP Totals 1 15 150 0 15
RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) - TEX: Baxter 5-25; Endries 4-50; Livingstone 2-47; Wingo 2-35; Moore Jr.
) ( ) xer ) I M‘ 9 9 ' Percentage 50% 20% Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot.TFL-Yds. Sacks
2-6; Wisner 1-5; McCutcheon 1-2. OSU: Smith 6-43; Tate 2-49; Inniss 2-8; Klare 1-11; Donaldson Jr. 1-9; sacks-Yards 141 0-0 ] ]
Christian 1-6. . . Davison Igbinosun 4 6 10 0-0 0-0
- Time Of Possession Avg. 32:05 27:55
PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) - TEX: Bouwmeester 4-46.2-52. 0SU: McGuire 6-43.3-55. Arvell Reese 4 5 9 101 104
PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - TEX: Niblett 1-3. 0SU: None. Score Jaylen McClain 5 3 8 0-0 00
KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - TEX: Wisner 1-15. OSU: None. By Quarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg. Kayden McDonald 1 7 8 0-0 0-0
FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) - TEX: None. OSU: None. Ohio State 0 7 0 7 0 14 140 Lorenzo StylesJr. 3 4 7 0-0 0-0
INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) - TEX: None. OSU: Mathews Jr. 1-5. Opponents 00 0 7 0 7 170 Caden Curry 1 5 6 0-0 0-0
SACKS (No.-Yds.) - TEX: None. OSU: Reese 1-1. Caleb Downs 3 2 5 00 0-0
TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - TEX: Lefau 1-1. OSU: Reese 1-1. Individual Statistics
. Sonny Styles 2 3 5 0-0 0-0
TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) - TEX: Lefau 3-6-9; Taaffe 2-7-9; Muhammad 4-2-6; Hill Jr. 1-5-6; Moore | Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
J. Mathews Jr. 3 - 3 0-0 0-0
2-2-4; Burke 0-4-4; Smith 3-0-3; McDonald 1-2-3; January 1-2-3; Kanu 1-1-2; Simmons 1-1-2; Z. Umeozulu CJ Donaldson 19 67 35 1 8
0-2-2; Brevard 0-2-2; Shaw 0-2-2; Moore Jr. 1-0-T; Littleton 1-0-T; Guilbeau 0-1-1; Williams Jr. 0-1-T; Spence | James Peoples 10 20 20 0 6 C.J. Hicks 23 0-0 0-0
0-1-1; Watson 0-1-1. OSU: Igbinosun 4-6-10; Reese 4-5-9; McClain 5-3-8; McDonald 1-7-8; Styles Jr. 3-4-7; Julian Sayin 2 2 10 0 1 Eddrick Houston 3 3 0-0 0-0
Team 3 -12 -40 0 0
Curry 1-5-6; Downs 3-2-5; Styles 2-3-5; Mathews Jr. 3-0-3; Hicks 1-2-3; Houston 0-3-3; Jackson Jr. 0-3-3; K. Jackson Jr. 3 3 0-0 00
0OSU Totals 34 77 23 1 8 .
Atkinson 1-1-2; Smith Jr. 0-2-2; Pierce 0-1-1; Roker 0-1-1; Stover 0-1-1; Sanchez 0-1-1. Beau Atkinson 1T 1 2 0-0 0-0
OPP Totals 37 166 4.5 0 15
PLAYERS IN THE GAME - TEX: Moore Jr, Wingo, Livingstone, Manning, Wisner, Campbell, Will Smith Jr, -2 2 0-0 0-0
Hutson, Baker, Goosby, Stroh, Endries, Hill Jr, Simmons, Taaffe, Lefau, Williams Jr, Guilbeau, McDonald, Passing Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Effic. Payton Pierce -1 0-0 0-0
Muhammad, Burke, January, Watson, Spence, Stone, McCutcheon, Filsaime, Z. Umeozulu, Bouwmeester, Jlian Sayin 13 20 650 126 10 Leroy Roker o1 00 0-0
Niblett, Johnson-Rubell, Roberson, Smith, Littleton, Baxter, Jackson, Shaw, Shipley, Landwehr, St. Louis, 0SU Totals 13 20 650 126 1.0 Garrett Stover ) ] 1 0-0 0-0
Black, Robertson, N. Umeozulu, Moore, Townsend, Shannon, Washington, Vasek, Kanu, Brevard. OSU:  gpproeaic 17 30 567 170 11 Devin Sanchez o 00 00
Sayin, Donaldson, Tate, Smith, Montgomery, Siereveld, Daniels, Hinzman, Tshabola, Klare, Kacmarek,
Styles, Igbinosun, McClain, Downs, Styles Jr, Mathews Jr, Reese, Curry, Houston, Jackson Jr, McDonald, ~ Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long 0SU Totals 28 50 78 101 104
Inniss, Delane, Hicks, West, Lockhart, Atkinson, Thurman, Pettijohn, Peoples, Stover, Pierce, Roker,  Jeremiah Smith 6 43 72 0 16 OPP Totals 21 42 63 0-0 104
Fielding, Velazquez, McGuire, Ferlmann, Rudzinski, Smith Jr, Sanchez, Padilla, Onianwa, Adolph, Roberts,  Carnell Tate 2 49 245 1 40 Fumbles Forced: None.
Christian, Hartford, Malone. Brandon Inniss 2 8 40 0 5 Fumbles Recovered: None.
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