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SONNY BROCKWAY
BACK ON TOP - Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer (center) raises the new championship trophy after his Buckeyes beat Oregon in the inaugural College
Football Playoff National Championship.

By JEFF SVOBODA o - .
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor National Championship Coverage
Urban Meyer is always the man with the plan. Buckeye Sports Bulletin’s 72-page championship recap

There’s the plan to win, his in-game philosophy on how to beat opponents. . . . . . . s
The components are no different than what many other teams teach — play 18 overﬂowmg with information about Ohio State’s College
great defense, score in the red zone, win the turnover battle and win the kicking | Football Playoff crown as well as features, news and updates
if:ftﬂebgi i\f[{gzlb: ?1 iocus on those four aspects of the game drives much of on all of OSU athletics, including:

But there are plenty of other plans at play as the coach goes about his e Full coverage of the CFP National Championship win
annual quest to mold his team into a championship unit. There’s the plan put in acainst Oregon including a game recap. features about the
place to make sure the players are in peak physical condition spearheaded by g . g R gag P,
strength and conditioning coach Mickey Marotti, a total philosophy that takes offensive and defensive performances, player and coach
into account hydration, nutrition and physical conditior_ling. ) quotes, game analysis and more

There’s the plan to make sure the Buckeyes grow in more than just a foot- oA f and fr he Buck 'S Bowl
ball sense, a series of offseason workshops each year that include networking, recap of and stats from the Buckeyes’ Sugar Bow]
résumé building and a speaker series designed to mold the team off the field | comeback win vs. SEC foe Alabama
as much as on it.

Add it all up and Meyer believes in his methods, believes that the totality of * Features on the excelleflt postseason . runs 'Of quarter-
what he teaches can lead to great things. back Cardale Jones and running back Ezekiel Elliott

“Somf:‘thing he’s .sajd.since he’s been .heze is the plan is.infallible," O‘hio e Stories on what the title win meant to Ohio State’s
State senior co-captain Michael Bennett said. “When he came in, the first thing .
he said was, ‘The plan is infallible and if you follow the plan that I have in place, | S€NIOrS as well as former Buckeye players
it is going to work.’ ) ) ) e A feature on what the win might do for Ohio State

“Each year, we have believed in that plan more and more and more. This . in the fu d b
year is the first year that we've gotten every guy to be like, ‘Just tell us what to recruiting in the future under Urban Meyer
do, we'll go do it.”” ) ) e Reports from the men’s and women’s basketball and

It helped that Meyer had the rings to throw on the table to back up his men’s hock ey programs

claim. He began his coaching career in 2001 and won 17 games in two seasons .
e Plus all of BSB’s regular briefs, columns and features
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Meyer Leads OSU To Unexpected National Title

Continued From Page 1

at Bowling Green. He moved on to Utah and
went 22-2 in two seasons, crashing the BCS
party by winning the Fiesta Bowl in 2004.

Then he went on to Florida, where he
became a rock star head coach thanks to a
pair of BCS championships in three seasons.
He reached the top of the college football
mountain by beating Ohio State in 2006 and
Oklahoma two years later, and his 24-2 mark
in his first two years in Columbus showed the
plan was still something to follow.

But as he walked off the field at the end
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of the Orange Bowl that concluded the 2013
campaign with a second consecutive loss,
Meyer realized there needed to be an update
to the plan. He needed to build a team that
was better at dealing with adversity, better
at developing leadership, better at having a
bedrock culture that was expertly defined and
easy to live up to.

Little did he know just how important that
work would be for his team in 2014 - and
rarely has a plan ever come together quite
like this one did. It was capped when Ohio
State beat Oregon, 42-20, to win the inaugural
College Football Playoff and return to the top
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of the mountain in the college football world,
giving the program its sixth consensus nation-
al championship and first since 2002.

“I love these players,” Meyer said after a
remarkable postseason run that included wins
vs. Wisconsin, Alabama and then the Ducks
with the team’s No. 3 quarterback at the helm.
“This team wasn’t supposed to do this, but they
fought through adversity, they got stronger
and stronger and stronger, and this is a great
team. We finished the year a great team.”

The Right Mind-Set

Meyer has described running a college
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football program as one of the most complex
endeavors he can imagine, and he’s right.
More than 100 players aged 18 to 23 and a
well-stocked roster of coaches and support
personnel are involved, and with so many
ingredients in the stew, getting them all to
pull in the same direction in synchronicity is
a daily struggle.

At the conclusion of last season, Meyer
knew the Buckeyes were close - a 12-2
record, an undefeated regular season and two
close losses vs. top-10 teams to end the year
proved that fact — but he knew he needed to
tweak his formula.

The Buckeyes hadn’t had particularly
great leadership from the veterans in 2013
— Meyer was particularly worried during the
early months of the year — and the end to the
campaign led him to believe that there was
just something missing.

A master motivator, Meyer had long prid-
ed himself on cutting through the well-inten-
tioned but ultimately directionless slogans
that most college sports teams use to find
the specific messages that actually drove his
players to succeed, but he realized he needed
some help to get his players to a different
level.

For that, he turned to Tim Kight, a
Columbus-area guru on the subject whom
Meyer met at a social event in the spring of
2013. Kight had worked with the Buckeyes
some that year, introducing the phrase
“Event+Response=Outcome,” a mantra that
holds that a person has little sway over what
events happen in their life but can get the
outcomes they desire by putting together the
appropriate response to those events.

E+R=0 bracelets started to appear around
the Woody Hayes Athletic Center during the
2013 season, but Meyer wanted more.

“I can honestly say I've never worked on
anything as hard in my life since that day we
walked off the field in south Florida to make
sure that we have the exact culture that I
want, that we all want at Ohio State,” Meyer
said in April.

He essentially gave Kight the keys to the
car. The team met Friday mornings in May
to hear lessons from Kight, and team mem-
bers held a graduation ceremony from the
program at the end of the month. There was
honest talk — Meyer called out one eventual
offensive starter in front of the entire team
at one session, and he had choice words for
a previous captain at another — and lessons
learned.

From that came the shell of the culture
Meyer wanted established. There was no
time for players or coaches to blame each
other, complain about their circumstances
or feel as though they had to defend their
actions. Even the coaches had to go through
a five-week seminar designed to improve their
skills on the field and off.

There was a three-pronged system devel-
oped to describe the way the Buckeyes were
expected to approach their work. Players
were expected to show complete effort by
going from point A to point B in four to six
seconds, the length of the average college
football play. Competitive excellence — con-
stantly working to improve one’s craft — was
demanded. The power of the unit, the ability
of each piece of the OSU program to push
the team to great heights if it came together
and did its job, was emphasized. Coaches
were termed “unit leaders,” and in an effort
to bring position groups together Meyer
mandated that each undertake activities with
each other as diversified as waterskiing or
ziplining.
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2015 OSU Football Schedule

Date Opponent 2014-15 Record Bowl Result
Sept. 7 at Virginia Tech 7-6 Military Bowl: Virginia Tech 33, Cincinnati 17
Sept. 12 HAWAII 4-9 None
Sept. 19 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 11-3 Boca Raton Bowl: Marshall 52, Northern lllinois 23
Sept. 26 WESTERN MICHIGAN  8-5 Potato Bowl: Air Force 38, Western Michigan 24
Oct. 3 at Indiana 4-8 None
Oct. 10 MARYLAND 7-6 Foster Farms Bowl: Stanford 45, Maryland 21
Oct. 17 PENN STATE 7-6  Pinstripe Bowl: Penn State 31, Boston College 30 (OT)
Oct. 24 at Rutgers 8-5 Quick Lane Bowl: Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21
Nov. 7 MINNESOTA 8-5 Citrus Bowl: Missouri 33, Minnesota 17
Nov. 14 at lllinois 6-7 Heart of Dallas Bowl: La. Tech 35, lllinois 18
Nov. 21 MICHIGAN STATE 11-2 Cotton Bowl: Michigan State 42, Baylor 41
Nov. 28 at Michigan 5-7 None
Dec. 5 Big Ten Championship Game (Indianapolis)

* —2014-15 Bowl team

Ohio State’s National Championships
Year Record Poll Championships
1942 9-1 AP
1954 10-0 AP (UCLA won UPI, FWAA)
1957 9-1 UPI, FWAA (Auburn won AP)
1961 8-0-1 FWAA (Alabama won AP, UPI)
1968 10-0 Unanimous
1970 9-1 NFF (Nebraska won AP, FWAA; Texas won UPI)
2002 14-0 Unanimous
2014 14-1 Unanimous
Key: AP (Associated Press media poll); UPI (United Press International
coaches poll); FWAA (Football Writers Association of America); NFF (National
Football Foundation).

“He has the dedication,” Kight said of
Meyer. “He has always had that. He does not
need us for that, but they sought a systematic
approach. That’s exactly what we've brought.
Here’s what’s interesting, and Meyer and I
have talked about this — I don’t think there’s
hardly anything that we've ever said that he
didn’t already believe. But we are very effec-
tive in the mechanics of how to teach it and
install it.”

It all sounded good during the offsea-
son, but would it work? Even the players
expressed skepticism.

“I'm not going to lie ... we were doing it
right after workouts and guys were tired and
nobody was paying attention,” quarterback
Cardale Jones admitted. “And then when
those type of events really started to come
up in life and really through the summer, we
really realized that this was something that’s
beneficial and this was something that really
can help us respond to certain events.”

Of course, at this point, the events Ohio
State faced have been well-documented.
Losing the leading rusher and receiver from
2013, not to mention four standout offensive
linemen and two firstround draft picks on
what had been a leaky defense, the roster was
thought to be a year away from competing
for a national title. That was even before Aug.
18, when quarterback Braxton Miller threw a
standard out pattern and yelped in pain, his
season over as the labrum in his right throw-
ing shoulder was in need of surgical repair.

Fans and observers wondered how Ohio
State would respond with a redshirt fresh-
man going in at quarterback replacing a
senior captain — not to mention two-time Big
Ten MVP - and the answer seemed clear
Sept. 6. Ohio State couldn’t run on Virginia
Tech, the offensive line was overwhelmed and
J.T. Barrett threw three interceptions as the
Buckeyes lost at home 35-21 to seemingly end
any title aspirations before they truly began.

Ohio State started to right the ship on the
field, but the struggles off it never waned.
First-team All-Big Ten defensive end Noah
Spence was supposed to miss just two games
but failed another test for banned substances
on the doorstep of his return, ending his
season.

Injuries to such key starters as Jeff
Heuerman and Dontre Wilson lingered, and
the team’s depth was also weakened by the
injury bug. All the while, Ohio State battled on
the field to get back into national contention,
but thoughts of a title were the furthest thing
from OSU’s mind with a pair of blows Nov.
29-30.

First, while Ohio State was putting the
finishing touches on yet another win vs. rival
Michigan, Barrett suffered a broken bone
in his right leg, ending the campaign for
the Heisman Trophy candidate. A day later,
the body of missing walk-on lineman Kosta
Karageorge was found, dead of an apparent
suicide.

The issues could have torn apart a lesser
team. Instead, the Buckeyes thrived.

“You are going to hit storms, and we pre-
pare,” Meyer said. “You've heard about the
E+R=0, or there’s going to be events that take
place; how do you respond to events? You
can’t control those. There are things that are
going to happen that are from bad to awful.
How does the team respond? How does your
family respond? That's when people have
issues.

“We're all broken people that have to have
some direction, some purpose and some
guidance, and we work extremely hard on
that. And to see our team respond, I made the
comment before that this team has taught me
so much about how to respond to adversity
because I can’t remember coaching a team
that’s been through more. Certainly with the
Braxton Miller situation and throughout the
course of the year other things have shown
up, and they have really responded. That’s the
essence of a good team.

“If you can hit the storm and come out
the other end stronger, that’s called a real,
real team, and how many of those are out
there? I've done this 30 years and probably
can count them on one hand. Some people
might think it’s the luck of the draw. I think
it’s leadership and training. We certainly had
that this year.”

For Meyer, that could be encapsulated by
the situation in which Jones found himself
at the end of the year. He left spring firmly
ahead of Barrett in the battle to become
the top backup behind Miller but instead
saw the younger player move ahead of him
in fall camp, become a starter when Miller
went down and then launch himself into the
Heisman race.

He could have packed it in, stopped taking
mental reps in practice and started looking
over transfer options. Jones admitted there
were even times his mind wandered, times he
wasn't sure his opportunity would ever come,
but he didn’t stop putting in the effort.

And when Barrett did go down with injury,
Jones was clearly ready. His response led to
the outcome the Buckeyes were looking for.

“Event plus response equals outcome,”
Jones said. “It’s all about how you respond to
each event, getting the outcome you want. We
did a program here at Ohio State in the sum-
mer with Tim Kight, and he broke down the
whole process of E+R=0. It’s deeper than just
E+R=0, and we graduated from the program.

“It helps when you have a tough time
or something tough happens. You've got to
understand that you've got to have a positive
response and have a positive outcome.”

A Championship Team

As Meyer alluded to, the Buckeyes were
a team in the truest sense of the word by the
end of the campaign. Ohio State might not
have been ready for the on-ield challenges
of the end of the season were it not for the
off-field things that popped up, events that
created a bond that was obvious in the way
the team often talked about winning for the
seniors, or the way Michael Bennett and

Adolphus Washington walked off the field
after each playoff game arm in arm.

“That’s just something that I'm going to
take for the rest of my life because when
you play for somebody else, it’s like you
play even harder,” sophomore safety Tyvis
Powell said. “That's what I think helped
this team get to where we're at because
everybody started playing for selfless rea-
sons, started playing for each other, and the
leadership just took over, and the team just
became unbelievable.”

For that, Meyer thanked leadership, a
skill and trait he actively went about building
throughout the previous calendar year.

“I've done this 30 years,” Meyer added.
“How many teams actually come together
like that? Because the dynamics of college
football, the different cultures that you just
put in a meeting room together, the age group
of nonsense, from 18 to 22-year-olds, and
we all want that team. You can say, well, the
coach put it together. Coaches don’t put that
together. It was genuine, because if it wasn’t
genuine, that would have surfaced.”

There were some who wanted to point to
the Buckeyes as a team of destiny, but that
almost makes it sound like the playoff run was
a fluke, that a dropped pass by an opponent or
a lucky bounce gave the Buckeyes a win they
might not have deserved.

Instead, this was a team that simply got
as its works deserved, to borrow a quote so
often used by former head coach Jim Tressel.
Ohio State jelled into a unit that could not be
stopped as it knocked off the two consensus
best teams in the nation in SEC champion
Alabama — winner of three of five previous
crowns —and No. 2 Oregon, the recent nation-
al darlings that have impressed because of
speed and flash.

“We had the will,” center Jacoby Boren
said. “We came to learn this team wouldn’t
lose. That’s just something that we carried
with each other throughout the year, and I
think that’s what made this team so strong.”

Looking back, it’s easy to pick a number of
so-called turning points where the Buckeyes’
fortunes turned for the better. You could
go all the way back to the day Meyer took
over, Jan. 3, 2012, and immediately went
about repairing what had been broken as the
Buckeyes slid into a disarray-filled 6-7 season
in 2011.

You could look to the moment when
Meyer, on assignment as an ESPN analyst,
watched Alabama celebrate the 2012 national
title and called his staff from Miami to insti-
tute “The Chase” to get his team focused on
the track to reach its lofty goals.

You could look to a few months later when
Meyer inked the nation’s No. 1 recruiting
class, a group that already boasted nine start-
ers in its second fall on campus.

You could look to the Penn State game,
when Ohio State faced a seven-point over-
time deficit and the loudest student section
in the country only to roll to two straight
touchdowns and a victory that Meyer said the

Help BSB Grow

Loyal Buckeye Sports Bulletin readers
frequently ask us what they can do to
help keep BSB vibrant in this increasingly
electronic age. One of the things readers
can do is introduce BSB to new readers
who might find our Ohio State sports
content interesting. In order to help you
do that, we are offering an opportunity to
send four free trial issues to potential sub-
scribers. We will then offer your potential
subscriber a very special offer to get them
to join the fold of loyal Buckeye Sports
Bulletin readers.

We are also offering a special $19.95
subscription rate for gifts for our ser-
vice men and women. It's nice to send
a little bit of home to those all over the
world who are protecting us. Don’t forget
to include an APO address when appli-
cable and remember, any subscription
includes electronic access to BSB, so
our Buckeyes in uniform will be able to
enjoy their BSB immediately, wherever
they are.

This four free trial issue offer is not
good for current subscribers. This offer
is to introduce readers to Buckeye Sports
Bulletin. You can conveniently email your
names and addresses to subscriptions@
buckeyesports.com or mail them to P.O.
Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio, 43212.

average team loses 99.9 percent of the time.

You could look to the revenge win at
Michigan State two weeks after that, a dom-
inating performance that tight end Nick
Vannett said told the team it was the best in
the nation.

Or you could look to the double dose of
adversity involving Barrett and Karageorge,
two painful events that pushed a close team to
another level when it needed it most.

All of those moments led up to a big one,
as Meyer and his jubilant team climbed a
makeshift stage on the middle of the AT&T
Stadium field the night of Jan. 12. Confetti
swirled in the air as teammates hugged, play-
ers and coaches alike grabbing championship
hats and celebratory newspaper pages like
they were candy.

The chase was over, the adversity beat-
en. The response led to the outcome the
Buckeyes could previously only dream of. A
true team of Buckeyes had become national
champions.

“Not one time have I ever heard an offen-
sive player criticize a defensive player or a
special teams player, and the same with the
coaching staff,” Meyer said. “It's how you
respond to adversity that’s in your life, and
our guys have been trained how to do it, but
it’s not that easy. You can train however you
want. These guys have great heart for each
other.

“A lot of people say that. Very few back it
up. These guys backed it up.”

www.BuckeyeSports.com
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The Many Emotions Of A National Title Team

By BLAKE WILLIAMS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

An explosion of gold and silver confetti
fell from the sky, showering Ohio State, the
newly crowned champion of college football.

Some Buckeyes clamored to get onstage
for the postgame celebration, while others
were content to stay at field level, soaking
it all in. The trophy was presented and soon
was littered with fingerprints as it was passed
from player to player, raised to the heavens
by some, kissed by others.

Some players were boisterous as
Buckeyes could be overheard asking for
another team to play. Others, like junior
left tackle Taylor Decker, were incredulous,
shouting “We did it” to anyone who would
listen. There were confetti snow angels and
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streamers tucked into national championship
hats.

There were multiple ways that Ohio State
players expressed the emotions they felt after
being crowned national champions, feelings
that were clearly difficult to put into words
but were evident on the faces of every player.

“I'm at a loss for words and I'm just happy
for the team,” senior linebacker Curtis Grant
said. “I don’t even want to leave.

“I haven’t thought about anything yet. It
all seems like a dream right now.”

While the middle linebacker was at a
loss, vocal sophomore safety Vonn Bell was
clearly still fired up about proving the odd-
smakers wrong after the Buckeyes turned
back Alabama in the Sugar Bowl and Oregon
in the national championship game as under-
dogs.
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“We shocked the world, we kept improv-
ing every day and we overcame adversity, so
I think nothing can stand in the way of this
team and how hungry we are,” Bell said.

Bell was on the stage as head coach
Urban Meyer was presented the nation-
al championship trophy and running back
Ezekiel Elliott and safety Tyvis Powell were
presented the offensive and defensive MVP
awards. He, like nearly all his teammates,
was wearing a hat that made it clear what the
Buckeyes had accomplished, reading “2014
Undisputed National Champions” in bold,
gold lettering.

Doran Grant was on the stage next to
Bell during the trophy presentation. Once
the gold-plated trophy had been bestowed
on Ohio State, Grant attempted to offer
insight into what the win meant for the 2014
Buckeyes and for him personally.

“This was our dream to get here,” the
cornerback said. “Everyone counted us out
after the Virginia Tech loss, and we didn’t

waver. We never wavered and that's why
we’re here.”

“National champion forever, we just made
history. It's the greatest feeling in the world
right now. I can’t explain it.”

Putting the emotions of a national cham-
pionship into words was difficult for all the
Buckeyes. It was easier for the team when they
were expressing those emotions to one another.

Following the season-ending win, Michael
Bennett spent every second of the celebration
alongside fellow defensive tackle Adolphus
Washington. The two remained side-by-side
in the locker room after the win, answering
reporters’ questions in tandem.

“It’s an incredible way to go out,” Bennett
said. “You can’t wish anything more than
this. I'm so thankful for who I get to do this
with, the D-linemen around me, the rest of
the team around me. I could play next to this
guy all year and he could be such a big part
of this, that’s the biggest thing. The national
championship is amazing, but we’re doing it

SONNY BROCKWAY

EMOTIONAL NIGHT - Ohio State sophomore safety Vonn Bell (11), seen here
with fellow sophomore Michael Thomas (3), was among the most excited

Buckeyes after the game.
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with guys that we love and guys that love us
so it’s that much better.”

Washington and Bennett were far from
the only pair of Buckeyes showing emotion
for one another after the 42-20 win over
Oregon.

Following the victory, offensive line coach
Ed Warinner embraced right tackle Darryl
Baldwin. The senior began his career as
a defensive lineman for the Buckeyes. He
contributed on special teams and in a reserve
role until the 2014 season. This year, Baldwin
started every game along the offensive line.

Warinner, an Ohio native, worked 28
years in coaching before he made it to Ohio
State, a place he always envisioned his career
would bring him. Three years later, he was a
national champion as a Buckeye.

“Well for Darryl it's been a long journey
and for Ed Warinner it’s been a long journey,
and that journey came to fruition tonight,”
the coach said after the win. “I've coached at
alot of places and I always wanted to coach at
Ohio State and it took me a long time to work
my way back home and be a Buckeye and
that journey — we reached a goal of winning a
national championship.

“For Darryl, he found his home on the
offensive line, worked really hard the last
three years, became the starting right tackle
and grew into a really solid player that helped
us win a national championship so we were
just talking about how hard the journey has
been, but how worth it it's been.”

Warinner and Baldwin weren’t the only
two who culminated a long, difficult journey
with a national championship on Jan. 12.

There was Curtis Grant, a five-star recruit
who failed to live up to fan expectations early
in his career but delivered his best season as
a senior.

There was also Luke Fickell, the embat-
tled defensive coordinator who served as
the interim head coach for a year after the
dismissal of Jim Tressel. The coordinator
was blamed by many for the Buckeyes’
back-to-back losses to end the 2013 season,
but his unit held one of the highest scoring
offenses in the country to just 20 points in
the 2014 College Football Playoff National
Championship.

Fickell was emotional after the win, but
not for what he had accomplished.

“It’s really hard to reflect on something
personal when you've got all these guys
around you because that’s what it is,” he said.
“They've been selfless, they've committed
themselves to one another. We asked them
not to think about themselves, and we can’t
do that as coaches. So right now, I'm just
so happy to be around these guys, these
coaches and these players. I'm so happy for
the guys around more than I am for myself.”

To even begin to understand what players
were feeling, you must take into account
what the team and the individual have been
through.

For Joshua Perry, the win was about
where he had come from. The junior line-
backer grew up dreaming of becoming a
Buckeye, starring at Olentangy High School,
just north of Columbus.

“I was telling everybody that I wanted to
bring it back to Columbus so badly,” he said.
“Everybody would ask me about the game,
and I kept telling them I wanted to bring it
back to Columbus. It's really special to actu-
ally do it. It’s been such a crazy journey like I
said, and I know Columbus is definitely going
to appreciate it.

“It’s a testament to what our culture is,
testimony to how we've trained and do our
business. It’s just been really special for us to
be able to do what we've done.”

The hard work that the Buckeyes put
in throughout the offseason and during the

Originally Published: Jan. 24, 2015

UNDISPUTED
CHAMPS

season culminated in a national champion-
ship. While that work made a championship
a possibility, some were still in shock after
Ohio State earned it.

“It's unbelievable, honestly,” senior
co-captain Jeff Heuerman said. “I can’t even
say it's a dream come true because I don’t
even know if I ever really considered this
a realistic dream. I don’t know. I can’t even
describe it.”

The Buckeyes received hats and shirts
on the field for their accomplishment, and
Meyer was presented with the championship
trophy. The team will also receive rings
to remind them of how their 2014 season
ended. But when looking at the players’ jubi-
lant faces after they won the title, even years
from now they won’t need to be reminded
what winning a national championship feels
like.

“I really don’t know what I'm saying right
now because I'm in such shock still,” reserve
lineman Joel Hale said. “What are we talking
about? We won the national championship.
That’s really all I have to say. What else can
you say?”

There were multiple times throughout the
2014 season that the Buckeyes could have
folded, but they stayed the course, believing
that they were worthy of national champion-
ships. They were proved right when confetti
cannons went off and silver and gold fell from
the sky.

“At Ohio State, we never really doubt our-
selves,” defensive lineman Joey Bosa said.
“The goal every season is to be national
champions, nothing less. When we’re train-
ing hard in the offseason, we’re not thinking,
‘Oh, maybe next year.” It’s always this year.
We’ve worked so hard and we’re such a close
team, it's just so amazing that we finally did
it.”

With a 22-point lead, Ohio State knew it
was going to be crowned champions before
the clock hit zero against Oregon. Players
waited anxiously along the sideline, ready to
swarm the field and celebrate as a team. The
Buckeyes were underdogs in the final three
games they played this season and won them
by a combined 88 points.

Ohio State didn’t just win the national
championship, it won it emphatically.

“It’s the team,” Curtis Grant said. “There’s
nothing else really other than the team and
us really believing in each other. That’s all it
took. If you look at all the adversity that we
went through, losing two quarterbacks and
Cardale (Jones) stepped up and helped us
win the national title. That’s part of being a
team and we trained for this from day one.
You never know when your number’s going
to be called so you always have to be pre-
pared and ready.”

Tight end Nick Vannett echoed the line-
backer’s sentiment, his emotions overflowing
not because he was a national champion but
because the team was.

“We just overcame adversity and we
fought until the end, and I couldn’t be happi-
er that we won a national championship,” he
said. “I love this team.”

Following the game, that was the most
consistent emotion across the board for the
national champion Ohio State Buckeyes —
love. Various members of the team expressed
love for each other, love for their coaches and
love for the university.

‘That love is what made the 2014 Buckeyes
such a close team, a quality that propelled
them to a national title. As confetti fell on
the players as they rushed onto the field that
they dominated in a national championship
game, that love was evident, even if the whole
thing didn’t feel real.

“It's a dream come true,” Warinner said.
“It’s a special day. It’s so exciting.”
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Ohio State Completes Chase, Bucks Ducks

By MATTHEW HAGER
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

“The Chase is complete.”

The words of Urban Meyer rang true
as confetti came down at AT&T Stadium in
Arlington, Texas, after the Ohio State foot-
ball team completed an unlikely run with a
42-20 victory against No. 2 Oregon in the
inaugural College Football Playoff National
Championship.

It was Ohio State’s eighth claimed nation-
al title, its sixth of the consensus variety and
the first crown since 2002. The head coach
since 2012, Meyer instituted the motivation-
al message known as The Chase after his
initial season and in year three at Ohio State
delivered the national championship to his
home state.

“I love these guys,” said Meyer, a native
of Ashtabula. “T'll never forget what (legend-
ary NFL coach) Bill Parcells said - it’s like a
blood transfer. We're officially brothers for
the rest of our lives because we're champi-
ons.”

With a third-string quarterback leading
a young squad that most thought was one
year away from contending for a national
title, the Buckeyes (14-1) pummeled the
Pac-12 champions with their running game.
Sophomore Ezekiel Elliott capped an unfor-
gettable three-game stretch with a 246-yard
performance and four touchdowns. Elliott
sliced and diced the Ducks, averaging 6.8
yards per carry, and was the obvious choice
for the game’s offensive player of the game.

Not to be overlooked were the efforts of
third-year sophomore Cardale Jones, who
will likely never be forgotten by OSU fans
after leading the Buckeyes to a 59-0 rout
of Wisconsin in the Big Ten Championship
Game, a 42-35 win against No. 1 Alabama
in the Sugar Bowl and a national title win
against the Ducks. He completed 16 of 23
passes for 242 yards with a touchdown and
an interception against Oregon.

Seven receivers caught Jones passes.
Redshirt freshman Jalin Marshall led OSU
with five receptions for 52 yards. Sophomore
Mike Thomas caught four passes for 53
yards, and junior tight end Nick Vannett
caught a TD pass.

SONNY BROCKWAY

UNSTOPPABLE - Ohio State sophomore tailback Ezekiel Elliott (15) breaks through a tackle attempt by Oregon
defensive back Reggie Daniels (8). Elliott rushed for 246 yards and four touchdowns in a 42-20 victory.

Ohio State’s attack was a balanced one.
The Buckeyes rushed for 296 yards and
threw for 242. That helped OSU overcome
four turnovers, including three involving
Jones, who said he was able to take the mis-
takes in stride.

“I wasn’t flustered because there were
mistakes that could have been avoided,” he
said. “Definitely the fumble that I tried to
throw out of bounds, and I think the intercep-
tion, I think it bounced off Jalin (Marshall’s)
pads or something like that. They didn’t
force us to commit those mistakes.

“It was hard to be flustered or nervous
or down when you have the other guys on
defense playing the way they're playing, and
then definitely when you've got the guys up
front blocking the way they were blocking,

a3
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we really felt like we could score anytime
we wanted.”

The Ohio State defense allowed 465 yards
but did a masterful job limiting the high-pow-
ered Oregon offense. The Buckeyes excelled
in key situations, allowing just 2 of 12 third-
down conversion attempts and also stopping
the Ducks twice on fourth down. Oregon
also scored just one touchdown and two field
goals in four trips to the red zone and turned
its four gained turnovers into just 10 points.

Sophomore safety Tyvis Powell led the
way with nine tackles to earn defensive MVP
honors, while redshirt freshman linebacker
Darron Lee added eight stops. Sophomore
safety Vonn Bell and junior defensive line-
man Adolphus Washington each recorded
a sack.
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Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback
Marcus Mariota capped his impressive sea-
son by completing 24 of 37 passes for 333
yards and two touchdowns with an intercep-
tion for the Ducks (13-2). He also rushed
for 39 yards. Thomas Tyner led the Oregon
rushing attack with 62 yards, while Byron
Marshall caught eight passes for 169 yards
and a score.

“They’re an outstanding defense,”
Oregon head coach Mark Helfrich said of
OSU. “We knew that coming in, and they did
some different things — not different things
completely schematically, but by kind of per-
centage of what they had done to that point.
We had a couple opportunities to convert a
couple of huge third downs and had some
plays there to be made, but didn’t execute in
the red zone.”

Meyer, meanwhile, was complimentary
of the vanquished Ducks.

“I thought they were a great team,” he
said. “I think we tackled well, and other than
turnovers, that’s as well as we've played. I've
got a lot of respect for them.”

Rough Start, Good Finish

Oregon received the ball to begin the
game and marched down the field for an
opening score, dodging a pair of bullets on
its first drive. The first came when Tyner
fumbled on a 10-yard gain that moved the
ball into OSU territory. He fell on it, allow-
ing the drive to continue. Later, Mariota
appeared to have the ball stripped by OSU
linebacker Curtis Grant, but upon review
Mariota’s knee was down.

The Ducks scored the game’s first touch-
down four plays after the overturned Mariota
fumble. On first-and-goal from the OSU 7,
Mariota eluded pressure and found a wide-
open Keanon Lowe in the end zone for a
score. Aidan Schneider added the extra point
to give the Ducks a 7-0 lead with 12:21 left in
the first quarter.

The drive was quintessential Oregon. It
went 75 yards in 11 plays but took just 2:39
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off the clock. The Ducks never faced a third
down and averaged 6.8 yards per play.

The Buckeyes failed to answer the score.
Ohio State did record a first down on a
third-down run by Jones, during which he
bowled over Oregon inside linebacker
Rodney Hardrick. He attempted to scramble
for another first down three plays later but
was stopped short by defensive back Reggie
Daniels.

The Ohio State defense held Oregon to
a punt on its second time on the field. After
allowing a 28-yard gain on a Lowe reception
up the middle to the UO 38, the Buckeyes
forced a punt from the 45 that was downed
at the OSU 3.

Ohio State took momentum thanks to a
97-yard drive that resulted in the Buckeyes’
first touchdown. It did not start well, as the
Buckeyes faced a third-and-8 at the 5 before
Jones found Corey Smith for a 26-yard gain
to the OSU 31. The march advanced to the
UO 35 before the Buckeyes faced a fourth-
and-2. Ohio State’s offense remained on the
field, and Jalin Marshall got the necessary 2
to continue the drive.

Two plays later, Elliott took a handoff,
got a key trap block by junior tight end
Nick Vannett, broke through some arm
tackles and raced for a 33-yard touchdown.
Freshman Sean Nuernberger added the
extra point to knot the game 7-7 with 4:36
remaining in the opening quarter.

After the Buckeyes forced another Oregon
punt, they marched down the field to take
their first lead. Marshall gave Ohio State great
field position following a 17-yard punt return
to the UO 46. It took Jones and company just
four plays to reach the end zone, helped in
part by a pass interference penalty on Oregon
that moved the ball to the 18.

Elliott then rushed 17 yards on another

bruising run to the UO 1, and on the next
play, Jones found Vannett for a touchdown
near the front left pylon.

“It was amazing,” Vannett said of the
touchdown catch. “Not too many people can
say they got a touchdown in the national
championship game. I have a lot to be thank-
ful for.”

Nuernberger’s PAT made it 14-7 with 1:08
left in the quarter, the drive lasting just 1:27.

Ohio State committed the game’s first
turnover early in the second quarter. A
botched handoff between Jones and Elliott
caused a fumble that was recovered by UO’s
Alex Balducci at the Oregon 40.

The Buckeye defense prevented a
momentum swing on the ensuing drive. The
Ducks earned a first-and-goal at the 10 but
were stopped on downs. On fourth down
from the 3, Tyner rushed up the middle but
was stood up by multiple players at the 1.

Ohio State committed its second turn-
over after the defensive stand. The Buckeyes
drove the ball downfield and looked primed
to get into the red zone. Smith caught a deep
ball from Jones and raced down the right side-
line toward the end zone. Oregon defensive
back Troy Hill popped the ball from Smith’s
hands, however, and Hardrick fell on it at the
Ducks’ 9 with 8:46 left before halftime.

Again, the Buckeyes prevented the mis-
cue from turning the momentum. Ohio State
forced a three-and-out, capped with a sack by
Washington.

Jones helped the Buckeyes extend their
lead after the punt, thanks in large part to
a 45-yard toss to Devin Smith in single cov-
erage that advanced the ball to the 6. Three
plays later, Jones barreled into the end zone
on a l-yard TD that, after the Nuernberger
PAT, gave Ohio State a 21-7 lead with 4:49
left before halftime.

OHIO STATE VS. OREGON

Oregon got back on the board on its next
drive. Mariota engineered a 12-play, 66-yard
drive that lasted 4:01. It ended short of the
end zone, however, with Schneider booting
a 26-yard field goal to make it 21-10 with 48
seconds on the clock.

Both teams had one additional posses-
sion in the final minute but neither team
scored, giving the Buckeyes an 11-point lead
at halftime.

Title Time

Ohio State marched down the field after
taking the second-half kickoff before com-
mitting its third turnover. Spurred by a key
Jones fourth-down run to keep the drive
alive, the Buckeyes advanced to the 37
before Jones looked to find Jalin Marshall
on a firstdown pass. Marshall bobbled
the catchable pass right into the hands of
Oregon linebacker Danny Mattingly, who
came down with the ball at the UO 30.

This time, Mariota made the Buckeyes
pay. On the first play after the turnover,
Mariota dropped back to pass and found an
open Byron Marshall on a skinny post racing
down the middle of the field. He hauled in
the pass and reached the end zone, crossing
the line an instant before dropping the ball
in celebration. Schneider added the extra
point to make it 21-17 with 11:23 left in the
third quarter.

The Buckeyes continued to shoot them-
selves in the foot on the next drive. Ohio
State drove near midfield before Jones
dropped back on a first-and-10 at the OSU 49
and had the ball slip out of his hands while
backpedaling on a scramble. Oregon’s Arik
Armstead fell on the ball at the OSU 23.

Oregon narrowed the OSU lead to one
after the fumble, as the Buckeyes held the
Ducks to a 23-yard field goal by Schneider

to make it 21-20 with 6:39 left in the third
quarter. Redshirt freshman Eli Apple made
the biggest play of the possession, pushing
Evan Baylis out of bounds before the tight
end was able to come down with a potential
touchdown pass on third-and-4 from the 6.

“It's phenomenal that we held them to
a field goal when Cardale dropped it going
way deep into our own territory,” Meyer
said. “That to me was a changing point of
the game. It made it 21-20 if I'm correct, and
I thought when that happened, I thought we
had a chance to win this game.”

The Buckeyes answered the bell. Elliott’s
talented legs carried the way on the 75-yard
drive, as the sophomore rushed for 44 yards
on six carries — the last of which went for a
9-yard touchdown run on the final play of the
third quarter. Nuernberger added the PAT
to give the Buckeyes a 28-20 lead.

The OSU defense forced a three-and-
out, and Elliott followed that with the
knockout punch. The Buckeyes marched
76 yards on nine plays — seven runs — and
boosted their lead to 15 with a 2-yard
touchdown run by Elliott against a tired
Oregon defense that struggled to stop the
run in the second half.

Nuernberger added the extra point with
9:44 showing on the clock to give Ohio State
a 3520 lead.

The Ohio State defense did the rest.
The Ducks were held to a punt and turned
the ball over on downs on their next two
possessions following the Elliott TD. The
sophomore tailback then provided the excla-
mation point and concluded the scoring with
a l-yard touchdown run with 28 seconds
remaining.

Nuernberger added the extra point to
set the final score and give Ohio State the
national championship.
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Offensive Line Delivers Complete Performance

By RYAN GINN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

When the Ohio State football team flies
in luxury, it’s not the quarterbacks or the
wide receivers who sit in first class. Nor is it
sophomore Ezekiel Elliott, who ran for near-
ly 250 yards and four touchdowns in the CFP
National Championship on Jan. 12.

No, that honor belongs to the offensive
linemen.

“That’s always been who we are,” Ohio
State head coach Urban Meyer said in a
press conference the morning after the
game. “You win on the offensive and defen-
sive line.”

Trench warfare was the recipe in a 42-20
win against Oregon at AT&T Stadium in
Arlington, Texas, that gave the Buckeyes
their first national championship since 2002.
It was especially true of the offensive line,
which tore up Oregon’s defensive ends and
generally made life miserable for the Ducks’
entire 3-4 front.

Seeing a fit offensive line bully a group
of defenders who couldn’t keep up certainly
fit the pregame narrative, but the parties
involved were flipped when perception met
reality. The Ohio State defense handled
Oregon’s tempo just fine, but the same
couldn’t be said for the success rate of the
Ducks’ defensive linemen.

In the fourth quarter, Oregon’s defensive
linemen spent the time between plays with
their hands on their knees, trying to catch
their breath before each looming battle
against five bears in football uniforms.

“They were subbing out a lot,” junior left
tackle Taylor Decker said. “You could tell
they were kind of huffing and puffing. We
were just hitting them and hitting them and
hitting them, and we were just going right at
them. Right up the middle. We were running
the ball right up the middle. We know we're
a tough, physical team. Like I said, we can
assert our will on people.”

Part of that credit goes to strength and
conditioning director Mickey Marotti, who
made sure players on both sides of the ball
were ready to go against one of the most
athletic teams in the country less than two
weeks after battling No. 1 Alabama.

SONNY BROCKWAY

NO PRESSURE - Ohio State’s offensive linemen, including junior Taylor
Decker (68), helped the offense slice and dice the Oregon defense - and kept
sophomore quarterback Cardale Jones (12) upright.

“We have a great conditioning staff,”
offensive line coach Ed Warinner said.
“Thanks to Mickey Marotti, our offensive
line is in great shape. We saw them getting
tired and kept banging away and banging
away. We found something in the run game
there.”

They certainly did.

Ohio State handed the ball to Elliott just
11 times in the first half, but that number
swelled to 36 by the end of the game. He
finished with the most rushing yards in a
championship game (dating back to the first
BCS season in 1998), as his 246-yard total
obliterated the 200 yards Texas quarterback
Vince Young gained in the 2006 Rose Bowl.
He broke his own record for most yards in
a BCS/CFP game, besting the 230 yards
he rolled up against Alabama just 12 days
earlier, and also set OSU’s new postseason
record.

Although his workload in the first half
was rather typical of his output throughout
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the season, Elliott knew what would be com-
ing from offensive coordinator Tom Herman
the rest of the game.

“I knew we were wearing them down,”
Elliott said. “I knew we were bigger and
more physical than them going into the
game. If we did it right, at some point that
D-line and those linebackers were going to
break down.

“I think in the third quarter, I saw it
coming on. I saw the O-line getting better
and better. I knew they were going to have
trouble stopping our run. Coach Herman, he
was feeling the same thing, so we just gutted
it out.”

More importantly than Elliott and
Herman, the offensive line knew it. The
confidence increase in that unit from the
Virginia Tech game to the end of the season
was nothing short of remarkable. The five
players who gave up six fourth-quarter sacks
in the only loss of the year spent the national
championship game begging their coaches

for more chances to grind Oregon down
into dust.

“They’ve been growing,” Herman said.
“They’'ve been maturing and growing and
buying in and every week getting better.
If there is a better O-line coach in America
than Ed Warinner, you are going to have to
prove it to me because I don’t think there is.
They love him, they play hard for him and
they play for each other, and they just kept
growing up and growing up and growing up
and proving everybody wrong and getting
themselves better every week. It’s a real joy
to see those guys succeed.”

Before the drive that made it 35-20 in the
fourth quarter, Meyer told his linemen that a
touchdown would win the game. A few plays
later, Elliott was in the end zone for the third
time and the Buckeyes knew they had a
stranglehold on the Pac-12 champions.

“We kind of found a rhythm running the
football, and the guys were doing a really
good job,” Herman said. “We were wearing
them out. Our offensive line came off the
sideline after that drive and said, ‘Keep run-
ning it because we've got them worn down,’
and we listened to them.”

“You kind of get a sense of when a team is
going to break,” redshirt freshman left guard
Billy Price said. “They had some great play-
ers over there and they were tough guys. We
just were the tougher team.”

Elliott was the player sent to the podium
after the game to collect the offensive MVP
award, and it would be hard to argue that
he wasn’t deserving of that accolade. But
he and the coaches also recognize that a
group of five men paved the way for that
to happen.

“Zeke’s a tremendous talent and we
wouldn’t be here without him, but a running
back is only as good as the guys up front,”
Herman said. “To couple his talent with
their development and their improvement
is a recipe for what you've seen the last few
weeks.”

In one of the better consolation prizes
one could receive, the players who refer to
themselves as The Slobs surely collected
their reward on the flight home to Columbus
the following day. Their first-class perfor-
mance in the title game earned it.
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Dominant Defense Shut Down ngh -Octane Ducks

By BLAKE WILLIAMS
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

It was supposed to be a shootout.

That’s how the College Football Playoff
National Championship, a contest featuring
two of the highest scoring offenses in the
nation in Oregon and Ohio State, was billed.

The Buckeyes’ defense made sure that
only one of those high-powered units got
going in the biggest game of the season. Ohio
State held Oregon more than 27 points below
its season average in the 42-20 championship
win, limiting the Ducks’ yardage total to 465,
more than 90 yards below their average enter-
ing the game.

The Silver Bullets earned their name at
AT&T Stadium, controlling the game with a
physical approach that neutered the Ducks’
famed tempo-based offense, dominating third
down and responding when put in tough situ-
ations by the Ohio State offense.

It was a redemptive season-ending perfor-
mance for a unit whose late-season struggles
were a key factor in back-to-back losses to
end the 2013 campaign.

“It’s just so gratifying to see guys believe
in what you're doing and then to go out there
and perform,” defensive coordinator Luke
Fickell said. “T'll tell you what, at the end of
the year we put on film what we really are:
We're a great defense.”

Third-Down Dominance

The Buckeye defense dominated in the
title game, limiting Oregon to its lowest point
total of the season. A main reason for the
success was the way Ohio State dominated
third down.

Oregon came out of the gates strong,
engineering a 75yard touchdown march on
the game’s first possession. The Ducks didn’t
face a third down on that drive, but once they
did, they struggled. Oregon converted just 2
of 12 third downs in the game.

“We could really say tonight we won the
game on third down,” Fickell said.

Oregon didn’t convert a third down until
the final two minutes of the first half, failing
on its first five tries. The Ducks converted on
consecutive third-down attempts during that
second-quarter drive, but the Buckeyes found

: N /8 :

'HAWTHORN'

SUITES BY WYNDHAM

osu

Go Buckeyes Suites

$69.00

I

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I based upon availability and excludes holidays
| Just minutes from 0SU
] ° Complimentary hot breakfast buffet
1° One and two bedroom suites available
I * Qutdoor Pool and Sport Court

|
|
|
|
|
|

* Full kitchens in all the suites
* Free High Speed Internet

ca 614-431-1819

for RESERVATIONS
www.Hawthorn.com/4822

SONNY BROCKWAY

THE DUCK STOPS HERE - Oregon’s high-powered offense found traction
difficult against the Ohio State defense, including defensive linemen Rashad
Frazier (17) and Adolphus Washington (92).

a way to get a stop on that possession as well,
halting Oregon on a third-and-4 and forcing a
field goal.

Of course, third downs are not converted
in a vacuum but rather a product of a team’s
success in earlier downs. Ohio State was
effective on first and second down to dis-
rupt the Ducks’ plan and force Oregon into
uncomfortable third-and-long situations. On
average, the Ducks had to pick up 9 yards on
their 12 third downs.

“It definitely was a mental thing,” defensive
tackle Adolphus Washington said of the suc-
cess on the game’s most critical down. “We
pretty much knew what they were going to
do most of the time, and we got the job done.”

Washington, who had a third-down sack
and helped stop the Ducks on one of their
two failed fourth-down attempts with a tack-
le, played a big part in the defense getting
Oregon off the field.

Oregon entered the game converting
more than 51.6 percent of its third downs on
the season, the fourth-best mark nationally.
Fickell said a big part of the reason the Ducks
connected on just under 17 percent of tries
in the title game was the variations the Ohio
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State defense had, never doing the same
thing twice on third down.

Getting those critical third-down stops, 10
of them in all, allowed the defense to disrupt
the Ducks’ fast-paced attack.

“We knew the importance of it,”
Washington said. “We knew that we had to
stop them on third down because we knew
that our package, we had only three defensive
linemen so we knew that if they got that first
down, they were going to go hurry up. We
just knew that we had to stop them.”

Tempo Tamed

As Washington intimated, the success
on third down was also effective in limiting
the damage that Oregon could cause with its
much-feared tempo. It’s hard to wear out a
defense when you can't stay on the field.

The Ducks entered the game running
plays within 20 seconds of each other on
average in the first half of games and could
get as fast as every 16 seconds, a blistering
pace that often caught opponents flat-footed
with little time to get the call from the side-
lines and diagnose the Oregon formation. The
Buckeyes largely avoided those struggles in
the championship game.

Ohio State took preparation for the Ducks’
tempo seriously, posting “16” signs through-
out the Woody Hayes Athletic Center to
serve as a constant reminder and running
two offenses alternating by play at the No. 1
defense with the goal being one snap every
16 seconds. Clearly, that preparation paid off.

“You get two huddles going. Two huddles
running at us,” junior linebacker Joshua Perry
said. “You put the clock up there and try to
get it running as fast as possible. It’s trained
us to make the play and get up and save the
celebration for when we get off the field. You
turn right to the sideline, get the call and then
look at what’s going on on the field.”

‘The Buckeyes did appear a bit stunned on
the Ducks’ first drive, one that traveled 75 yards
in 11 plays and took up 2:39 of game clock.
Oregon ran a play every 14.5 seconds on that
drive, but OSU found its legs from there, stop-
ping the Ducks on their next five possessions.

“It's a mental side of things,” Fickell said
of combatting tempo. “We knew we were in
great shape from all of the things that we've
done. The reality is, can you keep your mind
in it? Can you keep your mind in the grind?”

D Bowed Up After Turnovers
The top-to-bottom success of the Buckeyes’

defense against Oregon becomes all the more
impressive when accounting for the positions
that the Ohio State offense put it in.

Four times the opportunistic Ducks
defense capitalized on Ohio State turnovers,
but their offense didn’t as the Buckeye
defense prevented Oregon from doing what
it had done all season — converting turnovers
into points.

“To have four turnovers and still beat a
team like that 42-20, an incredible experi-
ence,” head coach Urban Meyer said after
the win.

Oregon entered the national title game
scoring an average of 5.0 points on the 30
turnovers they had forced. Against Ohio
State, four turnovers resulted in just 10 points.

After a clean first quarter, Ohio State
gave Oregon the ball twice in the second. A
Cardale Jones fumble on the Buckeyes’ first
drive of the period set the Ducks up at their
41-yard line, by far their best field position to
that point. The Ohio State defense bent but
didn’t break, turning Oregon over on downs
on fourth-and-goal.

On the Buckeyes’ next drive, they were
back at it. Corey Smith put the ball on the turf
while fighting for extra yards after a 47-yard
reception. The Ducks’ field position wasn’t
as good this time as they recovered the ball
on their own 9-yard line, and the Ohio State
defense was even better in its second quick-
change situation, forcing a three-and-out.

“We had too many turnovers, but we were
able to withstand it just because our defense
played their best and they were able to hold
them,” right tackle Darryl Baldwin said. “That
didn’t really hurt us that bad.

“They were put in some really bad situa-
tions.”

In the first half, the Ducks had no points
to show for the two turnovers they created.

Safety Tyvis Powell, the team’s leader in
tackles and defensive MVP in the champion-
ship game, said he was proud of how his unit
handled the quick-change situations. The fact
that the Buckeye offense had been moving
the ball successfully also gave the defense
confidence, he said.

“Just get the ball back,” Powell said of the
defense’s mind-set. “We were excited to get
out on the field anytime, and actually we saw
that our offense was driving down the field
the way they were. They just made little mis-
takes and turned the ball over. Seeing that, it
just made us want to get the ball back.”

The second half saw the Ducks offense
convert on both opportunities that the
Buckeyes handed them, but Ohio State was
able to limit the damage. Oregon quarterback
Marcus Mariota fired a 70-yard score after
one turnover, but the OSU defense held
Oregon to a field goal after the offense gave
the Ducks the ball at the Buckeye 23-yard line
on the next possession.

On average, the Ducks began drives
on their own 39-yard line after turning the
Buckeyes over. On its 10 drives that didn’t
come after turnovers, Oregon started on its
own 20.

Despite being put in tough positions, the
Buckeye defense responded on the biggest
stage in the title game, limiting Oregon to
2.5 points per turnover. That’s all the more
impressive considering the Ducks scored 34
points on five Florida State turnovers just 11
days before the national title game.

“If you have four turnovers in a national
championship game, you should be done,”
center Jacoby Boren said.

Because of a complete effort from the
Ohio State defense, the Buckeyes weren't.
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Play Of The Game

Ohio State used only a handful of different running
plays to run over Oregon to earn the first-ever College
Football Playoff championship, and one of those allowed the
Buckeyes to reclaim momentum in the third quarter of the
title game Jan. 12.

Oregon had used a pair of turnovers to inch back into
the game, getting a touchdown and a field goal to trim the
Buckeyes’ 21-10 halftime lead to a single point. But the
Buckeyes still had the lead, and a 12-play, 75-yard drive that
came mostly on the ground allowed OSU to reclaim the
upper hand.

Ezekiel Elliott ran for 44 yards on six carries on the
drive, including the final 9 yards on the final play of the third
quarter to give the Buckeyes a 28-20 advantage.

Ohio State went to one of its bread-and-butter plays, with
quarterback Cardale Jones lining up in the shotgun and
Elliott to his right. Tight end Jeff Heuerman lined up on a
wing to the right with Jalin Marshall in the slot to the left
inside wideout Corey Smith. Devin Smith, meanwhile, lined
up as the split end on the right.

Before the snap, Marshall went in motion from left to
right in jet sweep action, causing the Ducks defense to
shade to the right. At the snap, the offensive line blocked
down to the right to seal off the Oregon defensive line,
while right guard Pat Elflein and Heuerman kicked back
to the left.

The Ducks kept two men home on the right side for
Marshall and Jones on the option action, while Elliott fol-
lowed Elflein and Heuerman to the left. The lineman stood
up linebacker Tony Washington, while Heuerman blocked
linebacker Joe Walker, who had looked to blitz and made a
nice play not to get caught up in the wash.

That left Elliott alone with Tyree Robinson, who didn’t
have much of a chance. Elliott cut left and started to outrace
the safety to the corner, and Robinson could only jump on
Elliott’s back near the 3. The OSU back barely seemed to
notice as he ran over cornerback Chris Seisay, whom Corey
Smith had blocked near the goal line. The two Ducks were
left in Elliott’s wake as he spun across the goal line with the
touchdown that ended all Oregon momentum for the game.

The run also pushed Elliott over 200 yards for the day in
a dominating performance that earned him game offensive
MVP honors.

Hidden Play Of The Game

Given that Ohio State never trailed in the second half,
it seemed like an easy win for the Buckeyes in the 22-point
beating of the Ducks. But early in the game, things weren’t
going well for Ohio State, which trailed 7-0 and was pinned
deep in its own territory.

An Oregon punt was downed at the 3-yard line, and the
first two plays netted just 2 yards for Ohio State, leaving the
Buckeyes with a third-and-8 at the 5. Jones took a shotgun
snap, settled into his own end zone and looked right.

Evan Spencer ran a deep route and Oregon dropped a
corner well back into three-deep coverage, leaving a hole
underneath. Rather than panic, Jones stood tall in the pock-
et and found Corey Smith on a deep cross to the right, and
Smith caught the ball and got to the 31 before running out
of bounds.

The 26-yard gain gave OSU a much-needed first down,
and Jones found Marshall for another 26 yards on the next
play. That sparked the offense, as Elliott ran for a 33-yard
touchdown shortly thereafter, and the 97-yard drive tied the
score and Ohio State would never trail again.

What Worked Well

Winning the line of scrimmage: There was some con-
cern coming into the title game about the way the Buckeyes
would be able to run the football. Oregon runs a 3-4 defense
with big defensive ends who try to pinch toward the middle
of the field on run plays, resulting in a look that somewhat
mimics the “Bear” defense that Virginia Tech used to shut
down the Buckeyes early in the year. Meyer spoke before
the game about how impressed he was with the Oregon
DEs, but the Buckeyes won the battle with 296 yards and
five touchdowns on the ground.

Third-down success: Oregon’s opening drive of the
game ended with a touchdown after 11 plays, and it was so
ruthlessly efficient that the Ducks didn’t face a single third

Buckeye Game Analysis

MOVING THE STICKS - Ohio State wide receiver Corey Smith (84) picked up a key first down during

an OSU touchdown drive in the first quarter.

down. But by the end of the game Ohio State dominated
that stat. The Buckeyes went 8 for 15 on their own third
downs, but the defense shone, keeping Oregon to 2 for 12.
In the two games of the playoff, Alabama and Oregon con-
verted a combined 4 of 25 third downs.

What Didn’t Work

Holding on to the ball: Not to harp on one of the
themes of the game, but Ohio State turned the ball over
four times against one of the most opportunistic teams
in the nation. Oregon wasn’t able to convert as it had in
the past, a credit to the Buckeye defense, and Ohio State
was able to win a number of games on the season despite
multiple turnovers including wins at Michigan State and
Minnesota and both playoff games. Just imagine how good
the Buckeyes would have been if they could have held on
to the ball.

Inside The Numbers

1: The loss was the first for Oregon head coach Mark
Helfrich when his team won the turnover battle (17-1) and
when scoring first (15-1).

3.75: That was the difference in average number of
points for each team in the red zone. Ohio State had five
trips and left with five scores, an average of 7.0 points.
Oregon had a touchdown and two made field goals in four
trips, an average of 3.25.

5: Ohio State moved to 5-0 all-time in the state of Texas.

14: The Buckeyes won 14 games on the season, tying a
school and national record in FBS.

37:29: Ohio State’s time of possession in the game, the
second time in as many postseason games vs. Oregon’s blur
offense that it has dominated the stat. The Buckeyes had
the ball for 41:37 in the 2010 Rose Bowl, a game record, on
the way to a 26-17 win. OSU had a 23:01-6:59 advantage in
the second half of the playoff championship.

288: Ohio State gained only 19 yards on its first eight
plays then had 288 on its next 28, an average of 10.3.
Oregon, meanwhile, had 103 yards on its initial 12 plays (8.6
average) and just 96 on its next 24 (4.0).

Reviewing The Matchups
Ohio State rush offense vs. Oregon rush defense:
After Ohio State put together an impressive performance
against Alabama, it seemed like the Buckeyes would have a
physical advantage up front, and that was proved as Elliott

SONNY BROCKWA

ran for a BCS/CFP title-game record 246 yards. Jones
added 38, many of the tough variety, as he bowled over
Oregon defenders multiple times to convert critical third
downs. EDGE: Ohio State

Oregon rush offense vs. Ohio State rush defense:
Oregon’s pass offense has improved this year — after all,
QB Marcus Mariota won the Heisman Trophy — but the
Ducks have often excelled on the ground during their
record-breaking run of exciting offenses over the past
decade. But after early success, the Ducks couldn’t get
anything going, finishing with 132 yards and 4.0 yards per
carry. That included just 33 net rushing yards after halftime,
and the Ducks couldn’t get the tough yards in the red zone.
EDGE: Ohio State

Ohio State pass offense vs. Oregon pass defense:
Elliott got a lot of the headlines for his physical, pounding
runs, but Jones was excellent, completing 16 of 23 passes
for 242 yards. He had a single touchdown and an intercep-
tion, but the pick should have been hauled in by Marshall.
Jones also lost a fumble when the ball squirted away as he
tried to throw it away, but he more than made up for it with
his efficient throwing. EDGE: Ohio State

Oregon pass offense vs. Ohio State pass defense:
The Ducks had their most offensive success through the
air as Mariota put up excellent statistics including 24 com-
pletions in 37 attempts, 333 yards, two touchdowns and an
interception on the last play of the game. Byron Marshall
had an excellent day receiving for the Ducks with eight
catches for 169 yards and a 70-yard TD as safety Vonn Bell
bit on an underneath route. EDGE: Oregon

Special teams: Ohio State’s Kickoff coverage unit was
excellent, as Kyle Clinton had three touchbacks and the
Buckeyes limited dangerous return man Charles Nelson
to just 52 yards on four returns. Cameron Johnston also
had two more punts downed inside the 20 on three tries.
Otherwise, Oregon was solid as well as Aidan Schneider
made both of his field-goal tries. EDGE: Even

Intangibles: Ohio State dominated this category as it
has tended to do this season. The Buckeyes didn’t let an
early deficit bother them, but Oregon didn’t react well to
adversity as the Ducks struggled on third downs, commit-
ted 10 penalties to OSU’s five and couldn’t convert the gifts
given by OSU into points. It takes tremendous intangibles
to be a championship team, something proved yet again by
Ohio State. EDGE: Ohio State

- Jeff Svoboda
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OHIO STATE VS. OREGON

BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 42, Oregon 20

Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer on the
Buckeyes’ improvement this season: “| don't
want to get overdramatic, but it's as improved a
football team - and I've watched football for a
long time — from game one to game 15. I've never
seen anything like it.”

Oregon head coach Mark Helfrich on the
loss: “It's not much fun because these guys had a
great season — not a good season, a great season —

believe in what they do and when guys believe,
it's unstoppable.”

Meyer on Ohio State’s improved defense
this season: “Defense won the game. We lose
that game if we don’t stop them on turnovers. We
consider that a stop when you hold them to a field
goal. Championships are won with defense, and
our defense has been on a difficult journey the
last couple of years, but the future of our defense

and to end it like this is certainly not the
way we wanted to do that. But again, |
could not be prouder to be associated
with these guys.”

Ohio State quarterback Cardale
Jones on whether the win vali-
dates the Big Ten: "It depends how
people want to look at it. When we
got into the playoffs, we didn’t say,
‘Let’s do it for the Big Ten.” All due
respect to our conference, to me it's
one of the toughest conferences in
the country, but we didn't strap up
and say, ‘Let’s go play for Wisconsin, let's go
play for The Team Up North.” We wanted to
play for each other. We wanted to prove some-
thing to not the country about the Big Ten
but prove something to the country about The
Ohio State University.”

Meyer on winning for Ohio: “I'm not
shy about the love | have for this great state.
Ashtabula, Ohio, is my hometown. I've gotten to
travel all around the country, and | realized how
fortunate | am to grow up in a great town like
that in a great state. | played college football
here, and to bring now a national title to the
great state of Ohio, it's almost surreal.”

Meyer on the decision to run the ball in
the final minute of the game instead of tak-
ing a knee up 35-20: “| didn't even think about
taking a knee. | can’t even tell you the situation.
I'm trying to even visualize what happened. But
we play to win and we play to be aggressive in
what we do, so that didn't even - | didn't hear
it over the headsets, and | certainly didn't think
about it at that time.”

Oregon quarterback Marcus Mariota on
the loss: “I mean, it hurts. You put in so much
work, you put so much effort into the year, and it's
tough. It's tough to go out with a loss. That's just
— things happen. Ohio State played a great game
today, great program. They just out-executed us
for a couple more quarters.”

Ohio State defensive coordinator Luke
Fickell on strength coach Mickey Marotti's
impact on preparing to face Oregon’s tempo:
“That's Coach Marotti. That's more of a psycho-
logical thing. Are you really going to get in bet-
ter shape in 10 days? No. Physiologically you're
not going to get in better shape, but if you lose
a couple of pounds you think in your mind, ‘I'm
leaner, I'm lighter, I'm faster.” That's the master
thing that Coach Meyer does. He gets them to

is even better because there are a lot of
young guys playing.”

Meyer on limiting Oregon’s tem-
po-based offense: “That was the
whole challenge since when we found
out after the Alabama game we were
playing Oregon is if we can somehow
eliminate that fatigue factor and turn it
into inside drill and turn it into a game
that's a block-and-tackle game that we
could win this game, and obviously they
did it.”

Mark Helfrich

Ohio State defensive tackle Michael
Bennett on Oregon’s status as the betting
favorite: “We're underdogs to the media. We
know what we can do. Other teams watch us on
film and know what we can do. So we have a
lot of confidence coming into these games. We
never felt like underdogs, especially in this game.
We felt we would be able to shut them
down, and we did.”

Oregon wide receiver Byron
Marshall on why the OSU defense
succeeded: “Ohio State has a great
defense. They have all season. Their |
front seven is unbelievable, so hats |
off to them. There was not one thing
specifically. | think they just played a
great game. | think we kind of missed
some opportunities. We had a couple
of red-zone trips in the first half that
we didn’t capitalize on, whether it was
a field goal or a touchdown. | think we kind of
missed some opportunities, and they played a
great game.”

Ohio State offensive line coach Ed Warinner
on the run game: “We have confidence in who
we are and what we do. Early in the game, |
didn’t think we were playing that well. | could see
some jitters, | could see some things happen that
aren’t usual for our guys, but we weathered that
and started playing better, and as our confidence
grew and we started helping them with some bet-
ter play selection, we started getting an idea of
what would work and started figuring them out
on defense a little bit, then good things started
happening.”

Ohio State running back Ezekiel Elliott
on the toll of his 36-carry workload: “Oh, |
definitely feel it now, but | knew going into the
game that we wanted to run the ball. We knew
that our O-line was bigger and more physical than
their D-line, and we just had to punch them in the

Ed Warinner

mouth. The O-line, they came out, they played
their butts off and they paved the way for me.”

Ohio State running backs coach Stan Drayton
on Elliott: “He’s a disciplined back. You give him
footwork, you give him landmarks, he’s going to
stay true to that. The vision and the instincts come
natural. That's what happens with great backs.”

Ohio State center Jacoby Boren on the
play of the running backs: “They made our
job a heck of a lot easier. They were running the
ball hard. | told someone else, | kept looking up
at the Jumbotron. Zeke was breaking through
tackles and going for another 10-15 yards, and
that makes our job a heck of a lot easier. He had a
great game tonight.”

Ohio State left tackle Taylor Decker on the
drive that increased the lead to 35-20: “Coach
Meyer came over to us and said, “You guys go get
another score and this one might be over.” We
took it upon ourselves, especially as an offensive
line, to get that done.”

Elliott on his rushing performance, includ-
ing an OSU bowl-record 246 yards: “It's start-
ing to sink in. Just getting the MVP, | credit that to
my big boys up front — actually everybody on the
offense. Everybody does their job, and nothing
would be possible without that team effort. But
just setting that record, | feel blessed. All
the great running backs that have came
through Ohio State — Archie Griffin,
Eddie George, Beanie Wells - just being
able to accomplish something that all
of them weren’t able to accomplish, it
means the world to me. I'm happy that
| was able to carry on that lineage this
season.”

Helfrich on the challenges of the
| playoff system: “You know, if any-
thing it's the newness of it. Certainly
you get to the point where you're play-
ing for the Pac-12 championship and then it's one
avenue, and then you’re committed 100 percent
to winning that game and then congratulations
and high fives, and you flip around and get ready
for another outstanding team.”

Ohio State wide receiver Michael Thomas
on the possibility of repeating next season:
“l mean, why not? This is a great group of guys,
great group of coaches. | just want to soak in
everything that they’re giving me and enjoy every-
thing and get back here and win another one for
the next senior class.”

Elliott on what it will take to repeat as
champions: “We've just got to stay a hungry
team. We're losing some great seniors, but we
have a lot of great young players that will step up,
and this year was just a great year to learn a lot of
things. | think we’ll be the same team next year.
As long as we stay humble, we grind hard in the
offseason, don’t let our heads get too big, | think
we'll be here next year.”
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Jones Raises Ceiling Of Meyer s Offense

By RYAN GINN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

One after another, Ohio State quarter-
backs spent the 2014 season doing more
than just keeping the spot warm for their
predecessor.

‘When two-time conference MVP Braxton
Miller went down with a season-ending
shoulder injury in late August, redshirt
freshman J.T. Barrett was an unknown com-
modity. His play against Virginia Tech, in
which he took seven sacks and threw the
game-clinching pick-six, didn’t do anything
to dissuade fans from counting down the
days until Miller’s return.

But then Barrett rebounded by tossing
six touchdowns against hapless Kent State
and steadily progressed with each passing
week. As the regular season wore down,
he was regularly torching Big Ten foes and
lending legitimacy to the possibility that
Miller might never resume his role as OSU’s
starting quarterback.

Barrett’s broken right fibula against
Michigan set the cycle in motion again.

His backup, sophomore Cardale Jones,
had never played a meaningful snap during
his three years in Columbus. More famous
for a tweet belittling classwork than any-
thing he’d done on the field, he suddenly
found himself holding the keys to Urban
Meyer’s offense. Jones survived The Game
and began his quest to resuscitate Ohio
State’s season and his reputation.

Few bothered to consider the possibility
that Jones was anything other than a tempo-
rary guardian of the offense, even after he led
the Buckeyes to a 59-0 trouncing of Wisconsin
in the Big Ten Championship Game.

And yet one month later, it was Jones
holding the CFP National Championship
trophy aloft at AT&T Stadium in Arlington,
Texas. It was Jones who held a press con-
ference to announce he’d be remaining
in school despite a legitimate chance at a
respectable draft position. Now, it’s Jones
who will head into the 2015 season as the
presumed starter.

It all started in the conference champi-

SONNY BROCKWAY

NO ONE-HIT WONDER - Sophomore Cardale Jones (12) took over at quar-
terback prior to the Big Ten Championship Game and excelled in all three

postseason contests.

onship, but his legend truly began to grow
following his performance in a 42-35 Sugar
Bowl win against Alabama. In that game,
Jones was 18 of 35 for 243 yards, one touch-
down and one interception. Those numbers
looked relatively modest, but Jones also
helped the Buckeyes convert 10 out of 18
times on third down.

After the game, Alabama head coach
Nick Saban hinted that the Buckeyes were
capable of certain offensive aspects with
Jones that they didn’t appear to possess with
either other quarterback. An idea that would
have been laughed at by Jones himself just
months earlier suddenly had an air of legit-
imacy to it.

“I thought they were a very underrated
team by everybody in terms of how people
thought about them, especially the way they
played against Wisconsin and the way they
played later in the year,” Saban said. “The
one thing that the new quarterback does is

he has a tremendous arm, and they have
some very talented receivers. Those things
became very apparent in the last two games
because of the quarterback.

“Now, they were a little different and
the quarterback was a great runner when
(Barrett) was playing, and he was a good
passer. But it wasn’t so obvious when you
watched the film all season long that they
had these great skill players that could really
make plays down the field.”

Jones helped make that obvious. His
connection with senior wide receiver Devin
Smith appeared supernatural at times,
and other playmakers such as sophomore
Michael Thomas also flourished under
Jones. That, in turn, opened the door for
sophomore running back Ezekiel Elliott to
bulldoze his way through the middle of the
field, which wasn’t loaded up with safeties in
run support.

‘While it wasn’t hard to wonder if Jones

could keep up the torrid pace of his first
two starts, he showed against Oregon on
the biggest stage of all what Ohio State was
capable of with him at the helm. Even with
four turnovers - a couple of the fluky variety
— the Buckeyes managed to hang 42 points
on a playoff opponent for the second game
in a row.

He finished the game against Oregon
having completed 16 of 23 passes for 242
yards, one touchdown and one interception.
The numbers certainly tell part of the story,
but the way he went about directing the Ohio
State offense was a sight to behold.

Decisive and bold, Jones looked like he
belonged as the conductor of the offense. He
turned into an escape artist against the pass
rush and a bulldozer during short-yardage sit-
uations. When Ohio State needed 1 yard on the
ground, he got it. When the Buckeyes needed
10 yards through the air, he made it happen.

All the while, he alternated professing
confidence in his prodigious skills — team-
mates described his ability to throw the ball
85 yards in the air and more than 50 yards
from his knees with awe — with disbelief that
the situation was playing out as it did.

“l mean, this is unreal, man,” he said
before the title game. “This is like a frig-
ging movie or a book. The best way I can
describe that is basically just unreal. Every
time someone is asking me about it, I'm
pinching myself. I can’t pinch myself any
harder, so I guess I won’t wake up.”

It took the third quarterback choice and
the final three games of the year — the most
important ones, by the way - for Meyer’s
offense to realize its truest form. That it
came in an unexpected way was just a bonus
for a coaching staff whose roster is turning
into an embarrassment of riches.

“This is why we do what we do, to see
guys develop,” Meyer said. “A theme that
we have around our facility is, it's never too
late to change. Some guys change when
they’re 50 years old - it’'s too late. Other
guys change when theyre going through
the journey like we all did when we're 17 to
21 years old, 22 years old in his case. We're
very proud of him.”
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Elliott Races His Way Into Ohio State Lore

By RYAN GINN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

On his second carry in the Sugar Bowl,
Ohio State sophomore running back Ezekiel
Elliott took a handoff and bolted to the right
sideline.

He dispatched Alabama cornerback Eddie
Jackson with a stiffarm and then hurdled
safety Landon Collins, who had been shoved
into his path on a block by OSU receiver
Michael Thomas. More than 50 yards later,
the Buckeyes had a first down at the opposing
5yard line.

A state champion hurdler at John
Burroughs School in St. Louis, Elliott fulfilled
a lifelong gridiron wish with that feat — but not
without an asterisk from his mother, Dawn, a
track star in her own right at Missouri.

“It wasn't really a hurdle,” she said with a
laugh. “He kind of hopped over him. He’s been
saying for years that his goal was to hurdle
someone in a game, though.”

Elliott's leap over the sprawling All-
American jump-started OSU’s rushing attack
in an eventual 42-35 win against the Tide
that sent the Buckeyes to the first-ever CFP
National Championship. A team that hadn’t
surrendered 100 yards to an individual all
season long had done so by the time the first
quarter was over.

In amassing 230 yards on 20 carries, Elliott
also delivered one of the signature moments
of Ohio State’s championship run when he
turned the corner to get to the left sideline and
broke free for an 85-yard touchdown late in the
fourth quarter. His galloping gait sent the Ohio
State half of the Superdome crowd into deliri-

um and gave the Buckeyes an insurmountable
42-28 advantage with 3:24 left in the game.

“I knew after about 20 yards that nobody
was catching him,” his mom said. “I felt a
sense of relief once he got the touchdown, but
then Alabama came back and scored again. I
was a nervous wreck. But I felt relieved after
that touchdown.”

His performance proved worthy of offen-
sive MVP honors, especially given the fact
that nobody had come close to gashing the
Tide the way he did. His rushing total was 47
yards more than any other full team had put up
against '‘Bama.

“I knew going through the game that the
Alabama defensive front was going to be very
tough, very big, very physical,” Elliott said. “It
was going to be a little bit hard for our O-line
to get some movement off the ball. But they
did a great job.”

Elliott’s Sugar Bowl performance one-
upped his 220-yard showing against Wisconsin
in the Big Ten title game, but the powerful
back still managed to save his best for last.

Ohio State’s season came to an end in
the championship game with a stunning dis-
play of force against an Oregon defense that
had relentlessly harassed defending national
champion Florida State in the Rose Bowl. By
the time the Buckeyes took over possession
for the final time at AT&T Stadium, there was
nothing Oregon could do.

Elliott had spent the first 59 minutes of
the game running with equal parts speed and
malice, a man in a hurry to dish out some more
punishment to a defense that wanted no part
of him in the end. Had this been a title fight,
it would have been called earlier in the fourth

who have maj ore
—Paul Keels,
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quarter, when the sophomore bulled his way
into the end zone for the third time to give
OSU a 3520 advantage.

From there on out, there was nothing the
Ducks could do to stop him or the ferocious
OSU offensive line that operated perfectly in
sync with Elliott.

So when Elliott lined up in the backfield in
the final minute, the crowd — overwhelmingly
OSU-friendly by that point — decided to sere-
nade him with an extended cry before each
snap.

“ZEEEEEEEEEEEEKE!”

The fans knew where the ball was going
to go, and Oregon’s defenders knew where
the ball was going to go. Nothing changed.
His fourth score of the game capped a night in
which he tallied 246 yards on 36 carries to give
OSU its first national championship since 2002.

Elliott’s prowess made life easy in the
second half for offensive coordinator Tom
Herman, who was coaching his final game
at Ohio State before taking over as the head
coach at Houston.

“I was telling (running backs coach Stan)
Drayton, Tm feeling it, 'm feeling it. Me and
this O-line, we’re ready to take this game over.
Tell Coach Herman to put the ball on the
ground,” ” Elliott said.

“I think everyone in the stadium knew we
were going to run the ball. It's mythical. I can’t
even believe we’re at where we are now.”

His transformation into one of the best
running backs in the country seems incredible
now, but the highly rated back out of St. Louis
began turning heads in Columbus from the
time he hit two-a-days as a true freshman in
2013. Even more incredibly, he did it all this

year with a fractured left wrist that limited his
ability to deal with defenders. By the time the
season was over, his 1,878 yards placed second
in school history.

Dawn Elliott said that he spent the season
wearing a soft cast after the fracture returned
despite surgery in fall camp. He disguised it
during games and never tried to excuse his
slow start by pointing to the injury.

It wasn’t until the Michigan State game
Nov. 8 that he looked full strength to his
mother. That contest was a cathartic one for
the Buckeyes, who went to East Lansing and
bludgeoned the team that had ended their
24-game win streak in the 2013 conference
championship.

“The whole team played well that game, but
he looked much more like the Ezekiel I saw in
high school,” Dawn said. “It was like it all came
together for him then.”

It couldn’t have happened at a better time.
The man whose team lost three straight state
title games in high school helped deliver three
championships to OSU in a little over a month.
Ohio State head coach Urban Meyer referred
to him as “a monster” following the Oregon
game, and he'll have some Heisman hype
heading into next season.

“It's something you dream about as a kid
when you're playing NCAA football and you cre-
ate your little player and he wins the Heisman,”
Elliott said. “Just thinking that 'm going to
have the opportunity next year to compete for
the Heisman, just it means everything. I'm not
going to change, I'm going to keep grinding. I'm
going to do all I can to win it.”

His leap to greatness, as his mother pointed
out, started with a hop.
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 42, Oregon 20

Jan. 12, 2015 - AT&T Stadium; Arlington, Texas

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
OHIO STATE 14 7 7 14 - 42
OREGON 7 3 10 0 - 20

First Quarter

UO - Lowe, 7 yard pass from Mariota (Schneider kick), 12:21;
11 plays, 75 yards, 2:39 TOP.

OSU - Elliott, 33 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 4:36; 10 plays, 97
yards, 3:16 TOP.

OSU - Vannett, 1 yard pass from C.Jones (Nuernberger kick),
1:08; 4 plays, 46 yards, 1:27 TOP.
Second Quarter

OSU - C.Jones, 1 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 4:49; 6 plays, 49
yards, 2:16 TOP.

UO - Schneider, 26 yard field goal, 0:48; 12 plays, 66 yards,
4:01 TOP.
Third Quarter

UO - B.Marshall, 70 yard pass from Mariota (Schneider kick), 11:23; 1 play, 70
yards, 0:10 TOP.

UO - Schneider, 23 yard field goal, 6:39; 6 plays, 17 yards, 1:42 TOP.

OSU - Elliott, 9 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 0:00; 12 plays, 75 yards, 6:39 TOP.
Fourth Quarter

OSU - Elliott, 2 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 9:44; 9 plays, 76 yards, 4:13 TOP.

OSU - Elliott, 1 yard run (Nuernberger kick), 0:28; 5 plays, 14 yards, 2:17 TOP.
Att. — 85,689. Weather - indoors.

Team Statistics

osu uo
First Downs 28 20
Rushing 18 7
Passing 8 13
Penalty 2 0
Rushes-Yards 61-296 33-132
Passing Yards 242 333
Passes (Comp.-Att.-Int.) 16-23-1 24-38-1
Offensive Plays 84 71
Total Net Yards 538 465
Third Down Efficiency 8-15 2-12
Fourth Down Efficiency 3-3 0-2
Punts-Avg. 3-42.0 6-40.0
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 1-0
Penalties 5-30 10-76
Time of Possession 37:29 22:31

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — OSU: Elliott 36-246; C.Jones 21-38; Samuel 1-6; J.Marshall
2-3; C.Smith 1-3. UO: Tyner 12-62; Mariota 10-39; Freeman 10-22; B.Marshall 1-9.

PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) — OSU: C.Jones 16-23-1-242-1. UO: Mariota 24-37-
1-333-2; Lockie 0-1-0-0-0.

RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) — OSU: J.Marshall 5-52; Thomas 4-53; C.Smith 2-76; Vannett 2-9;
D.Smith 1-45; Samuel 1-8; Elliott 1-(-1). UO: B.Marshall 8-169; Baylis 5-25; Stanford 4-61;
Lowe 3-55; Nelson 2-21; Tyner 2-2.

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — OSU: Johnston 3-42.0-48. UO: Wheeler 6-40.0-52.

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: J.Marshall 3-32. UO: None.

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: Samuel 1-23. UO: Nelson 4-52.

MISSED FIELD GOALS (Yds.) — OSU: None. UO: None.

FORCED FUMBLES — OSU: None. UO: THill, Coleman.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds.) — OSU: None. UO: Armstead 1-0; Hardrick 1-0;
Balducci 1-0.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: Apple 1-8. UO: Mattingly 1-0.

SACKS (No.-Yds.) — OSU: A.Washington 1.0-5; Bell 1.0-1. UO: Coleman 1.0-17.

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) - OSU: A.Washington 1.0-5; Bosa 1.0-2; Bell 1.0-1;
D.Grant 1.0-1; McMillan 0.5-2; Frazier 0.5-1. UO: Coleman 1.0-17; Mattingly 1.0-2; Seisay
1.0-1; Dargan 1.0-1; Balducci 0.5-1; T.Washington 0.5-0.

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — OSU: Powell 5-4-9; Lee 4-4-8; Apple 5-2-7; C.Grant 5-
6; Bell 3-3-6; Perry 2-4-6; D.Grant 4-1-5; McMillan 3-2-5; A.Washington 1-2-3; Bosa 2-0-
Schutt 1-0-1; S.Miller 1-0-1; Reeves 1-0-1; Worley 1-0-1; J.Marshall 1-0-1; C.Smith 1-0-

4-
1-
1
1-
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1,
Clinton 1-0- 1 Lewis 0-1-1; FraZ|er 0-1-1; Bennett 0-1-1. U0 Daniels 7-2-9; Armstead 5-4-9;
Buckner 5-3- 8 Hardrick 6-1-7; Seisay 5- 2 7, TWashington 4-3-7; T.Hill 4-1-5; Dargan 4-1-5;
Balducci 3-2-5; Malone 4-0-4; Walker 3-1-4; Coleman 1-3-4; Mattingly 2-0-2; French 1-1-2;
Nelson 1-0-1; Swain 1-0-1; Robinson 1-0-1; Lowe 0-1-1; Stanford 0-1-1; 1;
Kamp 0-1-1.

PLAYERS IN THE GAME - OHIO STATE: Offense: Decker, Price, Boren, Elflein,
Baldwin, Heuerman, Spencer, C.Jones, Elliott, Thomas, D.Smith, Nuernberger. Defense: Bosa,
A.Washington, Bennett, S.Miller, Lee, C.Grant, Perry, Apple, Powell, Bell, D.Grant, Johnston.
Reserves: E.Smith, McMillan, Wilson, Samuel, Webb, Burrows, Frazier, J.Marshall, Conley,
Tanner, Dunn, Reeves, Ball, Booker, Worley, Fada, Clinton, Haynes, Rock, Burger, Munger,
C.Williams, Farris, Lewis, Carter, Underwood, N.Brown, Vannett, C.Smith, Baugh, Schutt.
OREGON: Offense: Fisher, Stevens, Grasu, Hunt, Crosby, Baylis, Mariota, Tyner, B.Marshall,
Lowe, Stanford, Schneider. Defense: Armstead, Balducci, Buckner, T.Washington, Hardrick,
Malone, Coleman, Seisay, Dargan, Daniels, T.Hill, Wheeler. Reserves: Robinson, Mathis,
Nelson, Loyd, Alie, Lockie, J.Williams, Swain, Freeman, Bassett, Walker, Daniel, Mattingly,
Wogan, Ava, Talia, Carew, Pierson, Pisarcik, Schuller, Mundt, Prevot, Mondeaux, French,
Kamp.

'

Wheeler 0-

Season Statistics

2014-15 Game-By-Game
Date  Opponent Result/Time Crowd
Aug. 30 (5) Navy** W, 34-17 57,579
Sept. 6 (8) VIRGINIATECH L, 35-21 107,517
Sept. 13 (22) KENT STATE W, 66-0 104,404
Sept. 27 (22) CINCINNATI W, 50-28 108,362
Oct. 4 (20) at Maryland W, 52-24 51,802
Oct. 18 (13) RUTGERS W, 56-17 106,795
Oct. 25 (13)at Penn State W, 31-24(20T) 107,895
Nov. 1 (13) ILLINOIS W, 55-14 106,961
Nov. 8 (13) at Mich. State (7) W, 49-37 76,409
Nov. 15 (8) at Minnesota W, 31-24 45,778
Nov. 22 (7) INDIANA W, 42-27 101,426
Nov. 29 (7) MICHIGAN W, 42-28 108,610
Dec. 6 (6)vs. Wisconsin (11) W, 59-0 60,229
Jan. 1 (5)vs. Alabamat# (1) W, 42-35 74,682
Jan. 12 (5)vs. Oregon% (2) W, 42-20 85,689

* OSU's gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before
the opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after
the name.

** at Baltimore A Big Ten Title Game at Indianapolis
# Sugar Bowl at New Orleans

% CFP National Championship at Arlington, Texas

Team Statistics

Scoring TD EPK EPR EPP FG PTS
Sean Nuernberger — 89- 89 - - 1320128
Ezekiel Elliott 18 - - 108
Devin Smith 2 - - - - 1N
J.T. Barrett " - - - - 66
Michael Thomas 9 - - - - 56
Jalin Marshall 8 - - - - 4
Curtis Samuel 6 - - - - 36
Rod Smith 5 - - - - 3
Nick Vannett 5 - - - - 30
Evan Spencer 3 - - - - 18
Dontre Wilson 3 - - - - 18
Jeff Heuerman 2 - - - - N
Darron Lee 2 - - - - 12
Eli Apple T - - - 6
Marcus Baugh 1 - - - 6
Joey Bosa 1 - - - - 6
Cardale Jones 1 - -1 - 6
Raekwon McMillan 1 - - - - 6
Steve Miller 1 - - 6
0SU Totals 90 89-89 - 1 13- 20 672
OPP Totals 43 42442 - - 10-15 330

- Ohio State recorded a team safety.
FG Distance  0-29 30-3940-49 50+ Total

Sean Nuernberger 8-10  0-0 5-10 0-0 13-20
05U Totals 810 00 510 0-0 13-20

Opp OPP Totals 2-2 57 24 12 10-15
First Downs 386 283 .
Rushing 217 120 Punting No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
Passing 150 135 Cameron Johnston 48 2,164 451 0o 73
Penalty 19 28 0SU Totals 48 2,164 451 0 73
Average Per Game/Rush 264.5 1413 OPP Totals 9 4,078 425 1 73
Average Per Game/Pass 2471 201.1 .
Total Offense 7,674 5,136 Interceptions No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Total Plays 1,099 1,032 Vonn Bell 6 29 48 0 15
Average Per Game 511.6 3424 Doran Grant 5 106 212 0 37
Average Per Play 7.0 5.0 Tyvis Powell 4 49 122 0 29
Penalties-Yards 84-7111 79-686 Eli Apple 3 8 27 0 8
Fumbles-Lost 24-14 19-8 Darron Lee 2 3 180 0 26
Third Down Efficiency 103-198 73-212 Steve Miller T4 410 1 4
Percentage 52% 34% Raekwon McMillan 1 24 240 1 24
Fourth Down Efficiency 13-22 10-19 Erick Smith 1 5 50 0 5
Percentage 59% 53% Curtis Grant 1 2 20 0 2
Sacks-Yards 45-307  28-203 Joshua Perry 1 0 00 0 O
Time Of Possession Avg. 31:30 28:30 0SU Totals 25 300 120 2 41
OPP Totals 12 256 213 2 63
Score
ByQuarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg. Punt Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Ohio State 182 172 156 148 14 672 448  Jalin Marshall 24 283 118 1 54
Opponents 83 76 72 92 7 330 220 Dontre Wilson 14 136 97 0 32
;. L Jeff Greene 2 10 50 0 0
. Individual Statistics Ron Tanner 0 22 00 0 9
Rushing Net Avg. TD long  qgy Totals 4 451 113 1 54
Ezekiel Elliott 273 1,878 69 18 8 OPP Totals 10 58 58 0 35
J.T. Barrett 171 938 55 11 86 i
Curtis Samuel 58 383 66 6 34 Kickoff Returns  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Cardale Jones 72 2% 41 127 Dontre Wilson 22 528 240 0 43
Jalin Marshall 25 145 58 130 Curtis Samuel 12 246 205 0 38
Rod Smith 24101 42 4 14 Jalin Marshall 2 56 280 0 30
Dontre Wilson 18 100 56 0 21 Noah Brown 123 230 0 23
Warren Ball 18 85 47 0 12 Rod Smith 1 17 170 0 17
Bri'onte Dunn 9 63 70 0 28 Ezekiel Elliott 1 16 160 0 16
Johnnie Dixon 4 20 50 0 9 0OSU Totals 39 86 227 0 43
Evan Spencer 1 9 90 0 9 OPP Totals 701,207 172 0 34
Corey Smith 1 3 30 0 3
Jeffie Johnson 1 2 20 0 2 Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
Noah Brown 1 4 40 0 4 Joshua Perry 73 51 124 85-31 3.0-18
TEAM 14 52 37 0 0 Vonn Bell 57 35 92 203 101
0SU Totals 690 3,967 57 &4 86 Darron Lee 54 27 81 16.5-70 7.5-52
OPP Totals 537 2120 39 24 90 Tyvis Powell 45 31 76 204 -
Passing _Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TOANT Effic o 0ot B 8 spaen
JT. Barrett 203 314 64.6 2,834 34-10 169.83 Joey Bosa 39 16 5521.0-116 13.5-96
Cardale Jones 56 92 609 860 7-2 160.15 Raekwon McMillan 30 24 54 6.5-24 25-15
Evan Spencer 1 11000 13 1-0 539.20 Eli Apple 33 20 53 55-11 _
Jalin Marshall 0200 0 00 000 A Washington 25 23 48 10542 4528
OSU Totals 260 409 63.6 3,707 42-12 167.72 Michael Bennett 24 17 41 14.0-65 7.0-50
OPP Totals 276 495 55.8 3,016 17-25 108.17 Steve Miller 20 14 34 6520 1.09
- Cam Burrows 0 7 17 - -
Rgce|V|ng Rec. Net Avg. TD Long Gareon Conley 12 4 16 _ _
Michael Thomas 54 799 148 9 79 Armani Reeves 9 5 14 _ _
Jalin Marshall 38 499 131 6 57 Rashad Frazier 7 6 13 3513 201
Devin Smith 33 931 282 12 80 Erick Smith 0 3 13 _ _
Ezekiel Elliott 28 220 79 0 22 Chris Worley 8 3 11 - _
Dontre Wilson 21300 143 3 40 Jalyn Holmes 6 5 11 10 -
Corey Smith 20 255 128 0 47 Tommy Schutt 8 2 10 103 -
JNe‘%kHV:J\emtan }3 %(7) };g ; %g OSUTotals 626 3761002 110-449 45-307
Evan Spencer 5 129 99 3 2 OPP Totals 663 5021165 78-364 28-203
Curtis Samuel 1 9% 86 0 30 Fumbles Forced: 4 - Joey Bosa; 3 - Michael Bennett;
Jeff Greene 1 13130 0 13 1 - Eli Apple, Kyle Clinton, Rashad Frazier, Darron Lee,
Noah Brown 1 9 90 0 9 Steve Miller, Joshua Perry, Tyvis Powell, Damon Webb,
Rod Smith 1 8 80 1 8 Adolphus Washington.
Marcus Baugh 1 2 20 1 2 Fumbles Recovered: 2 - Darron Lee; 1 - Eli Apple,
0SU Totals 260 3,707 143 42 80 Vonn Bell, Joey Bosa, Rashad Frazier, Curtis Grant,
OPP Totals 276 3,016 109 17 83 Erick Smith.

32 « BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN Jan. 24, 2015

www.BuckeyeSports.com




