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As most stories about this season’s Ohio State football 
team typically do, this one begins and ends with Kirk 
Barton.

OSU’s senior right tackle, the only one of a handful of 
Buckeyes who considered an early jump to the NFL after 
last season to return to school, has been a stabilizing force 
on a team replacing a wealth of talent, and his consistent 
play was a big reason the Buckeyes were talking national 
championship in 2007.

As Ohio State trotted out 15 seniors for their final game 
in Ohio Stadium, Barton was the last player to embrace 
head coach Jim Tressel near midfield. The crowd roared its 
approval, giving Barton the most applause – by far – of any 
of the duly honored members of the senior class.

Sixty minutes of football later and with one perfect sea-
son down the tubes, it was Barton who stood alone.

The top-ranked Buckeyes, one game from entering their 
annual rivalry game with Michigan with a perfect record, 
had just dropped a 28-21 heartbreaker to unranked Illinois 
on senior day.

As is the tradition since Tressel took the helm, the 
Buckeyes assembled in front of the south stands to face the 
band for the singing of “Carmen Ohio.” There was Tressel 
front and center, standing in front of his team and singing 
along – although few of the players appeared to be moving 
their lips.

Standing a solid 10 yards away was Barton, staring 
straight into the stands as if he 
was burning the entire situation 
into his memory. Then, as the 
song wound down, he began 
heading toward the tunnel.

Throwing out an abbreviated 
“O-HI-O” cheer with his arms in 
the air, he ducked into the tunnel 
leading to the locker room as 
the band was playing the final 
three notes of the song. His final 
game at Ohio Stadium had come 
and gone, and with it nearly all 
the goals the team had set at the 
beginning of the season.

And Barton knew it.
“You feel like a failure as a 

captain when you lose a game 
like this,” he said. “You really 
hope that you can lead the guys 
out of the murky waters that we 
were in, but we just couldn’t 
do it.

“It takes a little bit away from 
your captaincy if you can’t lead 
your team the way you need to.”

There was plenty of blame to 
go around, however. When the 
dust settled, the Illini had out-
rushed the Buckeyes 260-180, 

committed no turnovers to OSU’s three and held the ball for 
33 minutes en route to the upset.

Two plays into the game, though, it looked like the 
Buckeyes were going to cruise to another big win on their 
home turf after they covered 76 yards and scored on an 11-
yard touchdown run from Chris “Beanie” Wells.

It would take the Fighting Illini three plays and 45 sec-
onds to knot the game at 7, and the fifth-largest crowd in 
Ohio Stadium knew it would be witnessing a battle.

But a multitude of factors all added up for a big loss 
that more than likely has knocked the Buckeyes from the 
national title picture.

“We’ve got to rebound from here,” senior captain Dionte 
Johnson said. “I think we’ve got a lot of little things to 
adjust. We can’t turn the ball over, next week especially.  
We’ve got some problems.”

Junior defensive end Vernon Gholston said the loss felt 
different compared to the last time OSU was defeated – last 
year’s 41-14 loss at the hands of the Florida Gators in the 
BCS National Championship Game.

“I really can’t compare the two,” he said. “We made it to 
the national championship last year, and this was a regular-
season game. It’s kind of different. We’re out of the national 
championship race. My mind goes straight to next week.”

Dashed national title hopes aside, the loss brought sev-
eral streaks the Buckeyes had going to a halt. Since its last 
conference loss against Penn State in  2005, OSU had reeled 
off a conference-record 20 consecutive Big Ten victories. 
The Buckeyes were enjoying a 28-game regular-season 
winning streak that also dated back to the loss to the Nittany 
Lions.

But the only fact the team seemed to care about follow-
ing the game was that it would not be sending its seniors out 
with a win in their final home game.

“It’s very tough,” junior quarterback Todd Boeckman 
said. “I think we let down the seniors. We wanted to get a 
victory for them in their last game in the ’Shoe, and we let 
them down.”

Boeckman shouldered a bit more of the blame himself 
after the game, something Barton said he would talk to him 
about. After being tabbed as a dark-horse candidate for the 
Heisman Trophy based on his solid, consistent play on the 
nation’s top team, Boeckman tossed three interceptions in 
the loss.

The final one came on the third play of OSU’s only drive 
of the fourth quarter, giving Illinois possession with 8:09 
left. The Buckeyes never regained possession. 

“We definitely wanted to get out there and show this 
team that we can go out there and put some points on the 
board,” Boeckman said of being on the sidelines for the final 
drive. “Credit their O. They kept the drive alive and kept 
the clock moving. I thought our D would hold them, but our 
offense put our defense in some bad situations out there.”

The vaunted OSU defense could not get off the field and 
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JOSH WINSLOW 
PICK ON THE WAY – Ohio State quarterback Todd Boeckman (17) eyes receiver Ray Small (4) in the end zone 
during third-quarter action, but by the time the ball gets to its destination, Illinois defenders have closed in to 
make a crucial interception. It was one of three picks Boeckman threw in the game as the Illini upset the No. 1-
ranked Buckeyes.

Illinois Spoils Senior DayIllinois Spoils Senior Day

Gift Guide’s In This Issue
Buckeye Sports Bulletin’s Annual Holiday Gift 

Guide is included in this issue. This guide has a wealth 
of gift ideas for the OSU fan on your list.
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Much to the dismay of many card-carry-
ing members of the Buckeye Nation, Ohio 
Stadium remained standing on the cold, stark 
morning after Illinois had ruined any notions 
of celebrating the holidays on Bourbon 
Street.

Flags were not lowered to half-staff, the 
sidewalks along High Street did not roll 
up and the Horseshoe did not slide into the 
Olentangy River because the Buckeyes lost 
a home game for the first time in 26 months 
and a Senior Day contest for the first time 
since 2001.

Unfortunately, the ominous specter of that 
night in Glendale, Ariz., continues to have a 
strange hold on many Ohio State fans. The 
mere mention of the numbers 41 and 14 seem 
to retain such negative energy that many fans 
could not bring themselves to embrace what 
had truly been a magical rise to No. 1 in what 
was supposed to be a rebuilding season.

When the proverbial other shoe finally 
dropped Nov. 10, the ghost of BCS title 
games past came out with a vengeance.

After the game on the field was over, the 
blame game began in earnest and was played 
from all angles. In no particular order, the 
fault rested with Todd Boeckman, the offen-
sive line, Jim Heacock, the defensive line, 
the defensive secondary, the defense in gen-
eral and Jim Tressel himself. About the only 
ones connected with the OSU program who 
escaped scrutiny were the ball boys – and I 
thought I overheard a heated discussion after 
the game that involved air pressure.

It’s almost impossible to fathom the way 
the game began and compare it to the way it 
ended. Ohio State could not be stopped on 
offense in the first five minutes then spent the 
next 55 utterly spinning its wheels.

Boeckman is partly to blame, of course. 
He threw three interceptions, the first two of 
which immediately preceded Illinois touch-
down drives. The third came in the fourth 
quarter with 8:09 remaining and represented 
the final offensive play of the game for the 
Buckeyes.

Yet the Ohio State quarterback did some 
good things, including scrambling out of 
danger on several occasions – so much so 
that he wound up with a career-high 68 rush-
ing yards. Take out his two sacks, and he had 
83 yards.

Of course, you can’t discount the sacks, 
and the pressure felt by Boeckman much of 
the afternoon can be traced to the fact that 
the OSU offensive line didn’t have a particu-
larly good day in pass protection. As a result, 
Boeckman felt more and more pressure as the 
game progressed, he got happy feet and felt 
the need to try to make something happen.

Those elements conspired to create what I 
believe was the key moment in the game.

Trailing 21-14 at halftime, the Buckeyes 
kicked off to begin the second half and 
immediately forced a three-and-out by the 
Illinois offense. That resulted in a short punt, 
a 16-yard return by Ray Small and the team’s 
best starting position of the entire game at the 
Illini 43-yard line.

It certainly wasn’t a textbook drive by any 
means, but Ohio State was holding the ball 
and slowly turning momentum in its favor. 
Pushing to the 9 with a first-and-goal, the 
Buckeyes had seemingly assured themselves 
of no less than three points and the chance to 
regain control of the game.

Then came a crucial three-play sequence. 
Illinois stopped Chris Wells for a 1-yard 
gain on first down, then Brian Hartline was 
thrown for a 1-yard loss when the Buckeyes 
tried their version of a flanker screen.

Still at the 9, OSU called a pass play that 

appeared to be headed for the far left corner 
of the end zone. But the Illini guessed right 
on defense and pressured Boeckman from 
that side. The quarterback barely eluded 
one tackler and scrambled off to his right. 
Boeckman would likely have picked up some 
yardage had he elected to tuck the ball and 
keep running, but he got a glimpse of Small 
breaking free in the back of the end zone.

Unfortunately, Small was free for only 
an instant and by the time Boeckman deliv-
ered the ball, Illinois cornerback Marcus 
Thomas was there to deflect the pass away. 
It bounced into the air and into the arms of 
linebacker Antonio Steele, ending the scor-
ing threat.

There are turnovers and then there are 
game-altering turnovers. That particular 
interception robbed the Buckeyes of much 
more than just a possible three points. It also 
prevented them from seizing the momentum 
of the game, and when Illinois went 80 yards 
for a touchdown on their next possession, 
Ohio State was in a hole it could never get 
out of.

Does that mean I think Boeckman should 
shoulder the entire blame for the loss? 
Certainly not. As I mentioned before, you 
could point in any number of directions if 
you wanted to dispense blame. It is a team 
game after all, and Boeckman cannot block 
for himself any more than he can be asked go 
out and make a critical third-down tackle on 
Juice Williams.

There is no doubt that Boeckman in 
particular and the Buckeyes in general have 
played better games. The cold, hard facts are 
that on the same afternoon when Ohio State 
probably had its poorest performance of the 
2007 season, Illinois probably had its best.

Some Other Observations
In hindsight, maybe no one should have 

been surprised at the outcome especially in 
light of all the other upsets that have trans-
pired this year in college football. Yet, I’m 
struggling to remember a game that was 
filled with more flat-out weirdness than the 
Ohio State-Illinois game.

It began with the 80-yard run by Illinois 
tailback Daniel Dufrene, who clearly lost 
control of the football when OSU corner-
back Donald Washington pushed him from 
behind. I was under the impression that 
every play in a Big Ten game was under 
review and the game was stopped while any 
questionable call was scrutinized by replay 
officials. Evidently, I was under a false 
impression.

If an important play such as that one is 
not subject to review, then I’m not sure why 
you have replay at all. And to blame Tressel 
for not calling timeout at that point and ask-
ing for a review is ludicrous. Assistants do 
not have access to television monitors in the 
press box, and even if they did, by the time 
ABC replayed the fumble, it would have 
been too late to ask for a review.

I am not suggesting for one second that 
the no-call on that play cost Ohio State the 
victory. My argument is that the replay sys-
tem was initially installed so that officials 
could get calls right. In this case, they got it 

wrong and that is unforgivable.
Other oddities included the way Illinois 

adjusted to the OSU offense after being 
gashed for the first two touchdowns, and 
the lack of adjustment by the Buckeyes to 
those adjustments. After gaining 152 yards 
and scoring two touchdowns in the game’s 
first 5½ minutes, Ohio State totaled only 184 
yards and one TD the rest of the way.

It seemed to me that the Buckeyes over-
committed to the passing game and that’s 
when they got in trouble. On those first two 
drives, Boeckman was 4 for 4 for 97 yards. 
But those drives also netted 55 yards on the 
ground, including touchdowns runs by Chris 
and Maurice Wells that featured excellent 
blocking at the point of attack.

In the second half when the team was 
trailing by two touchdowns, it was the run-
ning game that got them back in it, especially 
the hard running of Chris Wells behind more 
key blocks up front.

I hate to bring up a sore subject, but last 
January when the Buckeyes were appar-
ently moving the ball on the ground against 
Florida, they didn’t stick with the running 
game.

Finally, Tressel got a lot of heat for call-
ing that fourth-quarter timeout when Illinois 
was lined up in punt formation. During the 
break in action, Williams reportedly talked 
head coach Ron Zook into going for the 
fourth-and-1, and the gamble paid off. The 
Illini were able to sustain the drive and the 
Buckeyes never did regain possession.

In the heat of the moment, the timeout 
was the correct call. Illinois initially looked 
like it was going to go for the first down 
before Zook hurriedly sent in his punting 
unit. Ohio State got caught with its regular 
defense on the field and then tried to get its 
punt return unit on. Tressel saw the obvious 
confusion and at least two members of his 
team frantically trying to get off the field 
before the ball was snapped.

If the Buckeyes had been penalized for 
having too many men on the field, it would 
have given the Illini a first down, so it seems 
to me that Tressel had no choice but to call 
for the timeout. In hindsight, of course, it 
turned out to be another play that came back 
to haunt OSU.

Final Thoughts
• As I have mentioned in this column 

many times over the years, college football is 
a game played largely on emotion. Therefore, 
it was no big surprise that Illinois wanted to 
celebrate its big upset with a quick dance 
on the Ohio State logo at midfield, just as it 
was no surprise that OSU players wanted to 
defend that piece of turf. Unfortunately, there 
were a few punches thrown in the heat of 
the moment. But cooler heads on both teams 
quickly prevailed and prevented the situation 
from getting out of hand.

• A little trivia for you: When was the 
last time both Ohio State and Michigan lost 
the week before their annual showdown? It 
was 1959 when the Buckeyes entered the 
contest after a 16-7 loss to Iowa, and the 
Wolverines were fresh off a 26-7 defeat at 
the hands of Indiana. By the way, U-M won 
the ’59 version of The Game, taking a 23-14 
decision in Ann Arbor.

• If you’re truly despondent over the 
loss to Illinois and have tried everything to 
get yourself out of your funk, consider this. 
Only twice before in his tenure at Ohio State 
has Tressel lost the next-to-last game of the 
season – to Illinois in 2001 and to Purdue in 
2004. Each time, his team responded the fol-
lowing week with a victory over Michigan.
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the Illini were able to run out the clock.
Following the game, Barton was the first 

person to arrive for interviews. He sat on the 
dais at the front of the room for a solid three 
minutes before he was joined by Tressel and 
the team’s other captains.

Once everyone arrived, junior linebacker 
James Laurinaitis, as the lone non-senior at the 
dais, expressed regret for letting the seniors 
down.

“Whenever you lose as the No. 1 team, it’s 
a terrible feeling, especially when you control 
your own destiny and let something like this 
happen on Senior Day,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that you’re going to have to look yourself 
in the mirror.

“I feel bad for our seniors. (We) wanted to 
send them out the right way today.”

The loss marks the first suffered on Senior 
Day at Ohio Stadium since 2001, when – ironi-
cally – No. 12 Illinois dropped the Buckeyes 
by a 34-22 margin. 

During Barton’s tenure, OSU had been 4-0 
when playing on senior day. That mark includ-
ed two victories over  Michigan, with perhaps 
a 37-21 upset of then-No. 7 Michigan in 2004 
serving as the most unexpected victory.

“I hope the young guys remember this 
feeling,” Barton said. “I’ve been here five 
years and this is the first time that we’ve lost 
on Senior Day. In ’04 when Michigan was 
a 21-point favorite or whatever against us in 
our place, we were able to pull that one off for 

them. It hurts losing on Senior Day. It’s a tough 
gig. It’s something that I’ll never forget.

“We didn’t leave the young guys like we 
needed to. A lot of them came up to me in the 
locker room after the game and said sorry and 
were crying and whatnot. You hope that they 
remember how this feels. We don’t lose in the 
Horseshoe at all. It’s a rarity and you wish it 
didn’t happen on senior day.”

Up Next: ‘The Game’
If there was a potion concocted to help the 

Buckeyes get past a disappointment such as 
the one suffered against Illinois, it would likely 
feature a healthy dose of beating Michigan.

Luckily for the Buckeyes, then, they can 
immediately focus on preparing for their big-
gest game of the season. The 104th meeting 
between OSU and Michigan will once again 
decide the conference crown.

As the Buckeyes were preparing to get things 
under way with Illinois, the Wolverines were 
being handed a 37-21 road loss to Wisconsin. 
An OSU victory would have guaranteed it at 
least a share of the conference crown, but now 
for the 21st time The Game will exclusively 
decide the conference champion. 

A victory over the Wolverines would earn 
the Buckeyes the conference’s automatic BCS 
bid and likely send them to the Rose Bowl. 
Rather than view a trip to Pasadena as just a 
consolation prize, Laurinaitis said that scenario 
would still accomplish some goals the team 
had set.

“It’s not what you want at the beginning of 
the season, but I think a Rose Bowl and a BCS 

Barton, Seniors Have 
Bitter Home Finale

Continued From Page 1
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JOSH WINSLOW 
FRUSTRATING FINISH – OSU co-captain Kirk Barton looks skyward during 
pregame ceremonies honoring him and his fellow seniors. After the game, Barton 
couldn’t hide his disappointment after Illinois had ruined the Buckeyes’ chances for 
a perfect season with a 28-21 victory.
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game and winning the Big Ten is definitely 
one of the goals we start out with,” he said. 

Following the game, Tressel said he did 
talk about the fact that it was now Michigan 
week, but it was not the first thing he men-
tioned to his players. But any player asked 
about how difficult it would be to stomach the 
loss pointed to the upcoming game against the 
Wolverines as a reason they could not be in 
mourning long.

“It’s going to be tough,” Boeckman said. 
“(Sunday) we’re going to look at the film and 
then after that it’s all Michigan. We have an 
opportunity to go out there and win an outright 
Big Ten championship.”

In that respect, the importance of the game 
does not appear to be diminished despite OSU’s 
loss to Illinois. If anything, the Buckeyes are 
even more determined to finish strong to help 

send the team’s seniors out on a more positive 
note than they did in Ohio Stadium.

“Different people have different situations,” 
Gholston said. “Me personally, I’m a little mad 
about the loss, a little sad for it, but there’s still 
a Big Ten championship to be had and that’s 
something to focus on.”

A victory over the Wolverines goes a long 
way toward erasing any negative thoughts 
about the season, and Barton knows that.

“Obviously, that’s the game that defines 
your career at Ohio State,” the senior said. 
“Obviously, they’re disappointed today as 
well. I’m sure they’re thinking about us and 
we’re thinking about them as of now.” 

Despite that sentiment, Barton spoke dur-
ing the week leading up to the Illinois game 
about how he already had an outright Big Ten 
championship ring and had his eyes set on a 

different ring this time – one for a national 
championship.

That does not mean the Buckeyes were 
looking past the Illini to the Michigan game, 
however.

“We weren’t looking forward to Michigan, 
which is something most people are going 
to think and want to write,” Barton said. “I 
don’t think that was the case at all. Illinois 
gave us all we could handle last year. They’re 
a good football team. They easily could be 
undefeated. We were ready for them. They 
executed today.”

And although the loss will stick with the 
Buckeyes, Barton said it will hinder neither 
the team’s preparations for the Wolverines nor 
their effort during the game.

“I’ll have my guys ready,” he said. “I 
promise you.”

COVER STORY: ILLINOIS SPOILS SENIOR DAY
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For 10 straight weeks, Ohio State relied 
on a smothering defense that simply refused 
to allow opposing teams to breathe. On Nov. 
10, though, the Buckeyes could not solve 
the puzzle that was Illinois quarterback 
Isiah “Juice” Williams.

As a result, the Illini came up with their 
first victory over a No. 1-ranked team since 
1956, Ron Zook got his first signature win 
as Illinois head coach, and OSU went down 
to defeat for the first time this season, 
absorbing a 28-21 defeat in front of the 
fifth-largest crowd ever to witness a game 
in Ohio Stadium.

The loss snapped Ohio State’s school-
record regular-season winning streak at 28, 
broke its Big Ten-record 20-game victory 
streak, and most importantly put a likely end 
to any hopes the team had about returning to 
the BCS National Championship Game for a 
second season in a row.

The outcome also narrowed the Buckeyes’ 
postseason possibilities. They can still win 
the outright Big Ten championship and earn 
a Rose Bowl bid with a Nov. 17 victory at 
Michigan since the Wolverines also went 
down in defeat Nov. 10, dropping a 37-21 
decision to Wisconsin. A loss by OSU in 
Ann Arbor would likely relegate the team to 
the Capital One Bowl in Orlando, Fla., on 
New Year’s Day.

Postseason destinations were the last 
thing on anyone’s mind, however.

“Hats off to Illinois,” Ohio State head 
coach Jim Tressel said. “They did the things 
that you need to do to win a tough battle, 
and unfortunately we didn’t do all the things 
that you need to do.

“I feel bad that we didn’t come through 
for those guys playing for the last time here 
at Ohio Stadium, but nevertheless I’m still 
proud of how hard they go after it and how 
much it means to them. This stings, but 
we’ve got to pick up and move on.”

The Buckeyes came out like gangbusters 
early, drawing first blood with a touchdown 
just 23 seconds into the game and crossing 
the goal line again at the 9:37 mark of the 
first quarter to take a 14-7 lead.

But the Illini came roaring back each 
time. They answered OSU’s quick score at 
the beginning of the game with one of their 
own less than a minute later and then went 
ahead with two touchdowns in the final 19-
plus minutes of the first half.

The teams traded scores in the third 
quarter, but when it came time for the Ohio 
State defense to make a stop when the team 
needed it most, it couldn’t handle Williams. 
In the fourth quarter alone, Williams rushed 
for 37 yards – 34 of it on four important 
third- or fourth-down situations – to keep 

the ball away from the Buckeyes. Illinois 
held the ball for all but one minute and 14 
seconds in the fourth quarter.

That final period was a microcosm of the 
game itself. Williams was a consistent thorn 
in Ohio State’s side, completing 12 of 22 
passes for 140 yards and four touchdowns 
and adding 70 yards rushing on 16 carries. 
The sophomore QB led the Illinois offense 
to 400 total yards and four touchdowns. 
None of the Buckeyes’ previous 10 oppo-
nents had cracked the 350-yard mark or 
scored more than 17 points.

Zook, who had replaced Williams in the 
lineup during a couple of games in midsea-
son, praised his quarterback for his field 
generalship especially during that fourth 
quarter.

“He managed the game well, and after 
today you can all see why he is our starter,” 
Zook said. “When the game is on the line, 
he does what needs to be done. He is a tough 
competitor who plays the game well.”

In addition to Williams, the Illini got 
excellent production from twin tailbacks 
Daniel Dufrene and Rashard Mendenhall, 

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Juice Gets Loose Often In Illinois’ Upset Win
OHIO STATE VS. ILLINOIS
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JOSH WINSLOW 
JUICE ON THE LOOSE – Illinois quarterback Juice Williams (7) flips the ball outside on an option play while Ohio State 
defensive end Vernon Gholston (50) gives pursuit. Williams had the Buckeyes on their heels much of the afternoon as he threw 
for four touchdowns and added 70 yards on the ground, leading the Illini to a 28-21 upset victory.
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who combined for 194 yards on the ground.
That Mendenhall was able to break loose 

for 88 yards on 26 carries was not that much 
of a surprise. After all, he entered the game 
as the Big Ten’s second-leading rusher 
with an average of 131.4 yards per game. 
Dufrene was a different story altogether. He 
rushed for 106 yards on just eight carries 
after averaging only 19.5 yards in the Illini’s 
10 previous games.

The 5-11, 197-pound sophomore figured 
prominently in one of the game’s key plays. 
On Illinois’ second offensive play, Dufrene 
broke loose for an 80-yard run. But televi-
sion replays appeared to show him losing 
control of the football while being tackled 
by OSU cornerback Donald Washington. 
The possible fumble was not reviewed, 
however, and the Illini scored their first 
touchdown on the next play.

While Illinois was piling up the yardage, 
the Buckeyes also appeared to move the ball 
well. They had 336 yards of total offense, 
including an almost 50-50 split of 180 yards 
on the ground and 156 through the air.

However, the Illini almost completely 
shut down the OSU passing game after 
quarterback Todd Boeckman and receiver 
Brian Hartline hooked up for a 65-yard gain 
on the first play of the contest. And after 
piling up 194 yards in the first quarter alone, 
the Buckeyes managed only 142 more the 
rest of the way.

Boeckman finished with 13 completions 
in 23 attempts for 156 yards, no touchdowns 
and three costly interceptions. The first two 
led to Illinois touchdowns and the third 
occurred in the fourth quarter, after which 
the Buckeyes never got the ball back.

“I’m disappointed,” Boeckman said. 
“These kinds of losses are hard to take. It’s 
even tougher being a leader on this team and 
knowing you could have played better and 
helped out the team.”

Sophomore tailback Chris Wells gave 
the Buckeyes what he could on the ground 

despite going in and out of the lineup with 
what appeared to be hand and ankle prob-
lems. Wells wound up with 76 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns on 20 carries.

Boeckman was also a threat in the run-
ning game, scrambling for a career-high 68 
yards on eight carries.

Illinois successfully neutralized Ohio 
State’s defensive line, leading to a host of 
tackles for linebackers and safeties. Outside 
linebacker Marcus Freeman established a 
new career high with 18 stops, including 
10 solos, while middle linebacker James 
Laurinaitis added 12 tackles. Outside line-
backer Larry Grant and defensive end 
Cameron Heyward had seven tackles 
apiece.

Unfortunately, the Buckeyes couldn’t get 
any kind of sustained pass rush on Williams. 
Just one week after registering 10 sacks 
against Wisconsin, Ohio State tallied only 
one against the Illini.

“I don’t think they did anything we 
hadn’t seen,” Freeman said. “I think the 
thing that they were doing was that they 
were executing. (Williams) was making 
plays with his feet and his arm. That’s 
tough. He’s a great quarterback, and he was 
the best today.”

Heating Things Up Early
The bundled-up crowd of 105,453 filed 

into the Horseshoe under the overcast 
November sky before the two teams sud-
denly turned up the thermostat. In fact, the 
first 5½ minutes featured as much action 
as many games do over the course of their 
entire four quarters.

After winning the coin toss and electing 
to receive, the Buckeyes struck so quickly 
that it seemed the last notes of the national 
anthem were still echoing in C-deck.

On the first play from scrimmage, Hartline 
got loose down the sideline and Boeckman 
hit him with a 65-yard completion. Then on 
the very next play, Wells played off blocks 

from tight ends Rory Nicol and Jake Ballard 
and scampered into the end zone with an 
11-yard touchdown.

Junior kicker Ryan Pretorius added the 
extra point, and the Buckeyes were seem-
ingly off and running with a 7-0 lead just 23 
seconds into the contest.

But if anyone entertained the notion of 
an Ohio State rout, they had another thing 
coming.

Illinois answered with a quick-strike 
touchdown of its own. After Williams threw 
incomplete on his team’s first offensive 
play, Dufrene broke through a hole in the 
line on a draw play and rumbled 80 yards 
before Washington was able to catch up and 
push him out of bounds.

Before the play could be reviewed, the 
Illini got to the line of scrimmage and 
snapped the ball, allowing Williams to find 
tight end Michael Hoomanawanui in the 
end zone for a 3-yard touchdown. It capped 
a three-play, 83-yard drive, and after UI 

kicker Jason Reda added the PAT, the score 
was knotted at 7 and the game was less than 
a minute and a half old.

The offensive onslaught continued when 
Ohio State went right back to work on its 
next possession. The big plays were a 23-
yard scramble by Boeckman on a third-and-
7 and a 22-yard reception by Ballard on the 
play after that.

Two plays later, junior tailback Maurice 
Wells knifed his way between two Illinois 
defenders and scored on a 19-yard touch-
down run. Pretorius booted the extra point, 
and OSU was back in front at 14-7 with 9:37 
remaining in the first quarter.

After the initial fireworks, things settled 
down – but only briefly. The Buckeyes 
forced the Illini to go three-and-out on their 
next possession, but Boeckman’s first inter-
ception four plays into Ohio State’s next 
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The Bottom Line . . .
It was over when … the Ohio State defense could not stop Illinois quar-
terback Juice Williams from converting first downs in the final eight minutes 
of the game. During the Illini’s final drive, Williams personally converted a 
fourth-and-1 before third downs of 7, 10 and 2 yards. If the Buckeyes stop 
Williams on any one of those plays, they get the ball back with at least a 
chance to tie the game. But they couldn’t, and Illinois ran out the final 8:09 
of the game.
The game ball goes to … Williams. He threw for 140 yards and four 
touchdowns and added 70 yards on the ground. He also played a very con-
trolled and heady game on the road in a hostile environment. Not bad for a 
guy whose starting job was in jeopardy just a few short weeks ago.
Stat of the game … 9.24. That was the average gain on second down for 
Illinois in the game. It is extremely difficult for a defense to get the other 
team off the field when they are going at that rate on any down. Illinois 
scored three of its four touchdowns and had three gains of 30 yards or more 
on second down.

– Mark Rea

Illinois

OSU-Illinois Drive Chart
Ohio State

1st Qtr.

3rd Qtr.

3 plays, 83 yards, Touchdown, 0:43

7-0

4th Qtr.

2 plays, 76 yards, Touchdown, 0:23

7-7

G 10 20 30 40 50 40 30 20 10 G

9 plays, 76 yards, Touchdown, 4:06 14-7

3 plays, 4 yards, Punt, 1:19

4 plays, 17 yards, Interception, 1:20

7 plays, 55 yards, Touchdown, 2:4914-14

3 plays, -1 yard, Punt, 1:17

3 plays, 0 yards, Punt, 0:28

5 plays, 26 yards, Punt, 2:24

2nd Qtr.
4 plays, 16 yards, Punt, 2:01

5 plays, -1 yard, Punt, 2:57

6 plays, 20 yards, Punt, 2:15

6 plays, 7 yards, Punt, 3:03

8 plays, 52 yards, Touchdown, 4:1621-14
1 play, -1 yard, End of half, 0:12

3 plays, 6 yards, Punt, 1:05

13 plays, 34 yards, Interception, 6:30

9 plays, 80 yards, Touchdown, 3:3328-14

8 plays, 76 yards, Touchdown, 3:12 28-21

11 plays, 32 yards, Punt, 6:11

3 plays, 18 yards, Interception, 1:14

16 plays, 42 yards, End of half, 8:09
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drive touched off another scoring march for 
Illinois.

Taking over at his own 45, Williams 
took advantage of a short field and engi-
neered a drive that took seven plays and just 
under three minutes. During the possession, 
the Illini QB completed a 14-yard pass to 
receiver Kyle Hudson on a third-and-12 and 
ran for an 8-yard gain on a second-and-7 
play.

But his best play came after executing 
a fake and then throwing a perfect spiral to 
wideout Jacob Willis, who had broken free 
down the middle of the field. Willis gath-
ered in the 33-yard touchdown pass, and 
after Reda added the conversion kick, the 
score was tied at 14 with 4:04 remaining in 
the first quarter.

The dizzying pace of the game’s opening 
15 minutes featured four touchdowns, 336 
total yards and an average of 12.0 yards per 
offensive play.

Perhaps the two offenses got tired after 

all of the early fireworks, but things settled 
down considerably in the second quarter. 
The teams punted five times between them 
before the Illini got good field position 
after OSU punter A.J. Trapasso got off a 
32-yarder and Illinois started a possession 
at its own 48.

Zook elected to gamble a bit by going 
for a fourth-and-1 at the Ohio State 43 with 
2:37 left until halftime. But the gamble paid 
off handsomely when Mendenhall broke 
around right end for a 25-yard gain.

Two plays later, Williams hooked up with 
freshman receiver Arrelious Benn for 7 yards 
and a first-and-goal, and then two plays after 
that, Williams was at it again, this time find-
ing receiver Brian Gamble in the end zone 
for an 8-yard score. Reda again added the 
PAT, and Illinois had taken a 21-14 lead with 
just 17 seconds left in the half.

Unable To Get It Done
The Buckeyes emerged from their locker 

room after halftime with what appeared to 
be a renewed purpose. They forced the Illini 
to go three-and-out on their first possession 

and took over in excellent field position 
after a short punt and 16-yard return by 
sophomore Ray Small.

OSU moved toward the goal line in small 
but efficient increments, converting a pair of 
third downs and a fourth-and-1 before push-
ing to the Illinois 9 with a first-and-goal. 
But after failing to move the ball on first or 
second down, Boeckman went back to pass 
on third down.

He was pinned in the pocket but man-
aged to escape, sprinting out to his right 
and finally catching a glimpse of Small in 
the back of the end zone. But by the time 
Boeckman’s pass got to his receiver, Illinois 
cornerback Marcus Thomas was there to 
deflect the ball into teammate Antonio 
Steele’s arms.

The Buckeyes had held the ball for 6½ 
minutes and come away empty.

That situation was exacerbated when the 
Illini took over and marched 80 yards the 
other way to go ahead by two touchdowns. 
Dufrene had a 13-yard run early in the drive, 
and Williams did most of the rest of the 
damage. He ran the ball four straight times 
for 16 yards before connecting with Gamble 
for a 15-yard gain that pushed Illinois past 
midfield.

Two plays later, Williams connected with 
receiver Marques Wilkins for 31 yards and 
another touchdown. Reda’s extra point gave 
the Illini a 28-14 lead with 3:52 remaining 
in the third period.

But Ohio State answered again. 
Boeckman got things started with a 35-yard 
scurry on the first play of the drive and then 
completed a 4-yard pass to fullback Tyler 
Whaley. That was and followed by a 5-yard 
flip to Brian Robiskie.

Chris Wells took over from there, car-
rying four straight times and topping off 
the drive with a 17-yard bolt through the 
right guard hole. Pretorius added the PAT, 
and the Buckeyes were behind by only a 
touchdown at 28-21 with 34 seconds left in 
the third quarter.

But that was as close as the comeback 
would get.

Illinois took over and held the ball for 
nearly six minutes of the final period before 
OSU got another chance. And that last chance 
lasted only three plays before Boeckman 
tried to get the ball deep to Robiskie and 
was intercepted by Thomas. That was at the 
8:09 mark of the fourth quarter, and thanks 
to Williams and his shifty feet, the Illini 
never relinquished possession.

It looked as though Ohio State would 
get another possession with 6:53 remain-
ing. Illinois faced a fourth-and-1 at its own 
33 and lined up in punt formation. The 
Buckeyes, however, seemed confused on 
defense and Tressel called a timeout from 
the sideline. When play resumed, Zook 
had elected to go for the first down, and 
Williams sneaked ahead for 2 yards to sus-
tain the drive.

He converted three more third-down 
plays in the final minutes as Ohio State 
burned its remaining timeouts. 

Game Notes
• Ohio State and Illinois have one of the 

oldest rivalries in college football, playing 
one another 94 times since 1902. The vic-
tory was No. 30 for the Illini, the Buckeyes 
have 60 wins and there have been four ties.

• Illinois has had success at Ohio 
Stadium in recent years. Since 1988, they 
have now won seven of the last 10 times 
they have visited Columbus.

• As previously mentioned, the loss 
ended Ohio State’s various winning streaks 
including the nation’s longest current streak 
in Division I-A at 10. The defeat also ended 
the Buckeyes’ 28-game regular-season win 
streak, leaving them tied for the conference 
record with Michigan, which had its streak 
in 1901-03.

• Another streak also died with the loss. 
OSU had been atop the Bowl Championship 
Series standings for a record 12 straight 
weeks dating back to last season.

• The Buckeyes lost for the first time on 
Senior Day since a 34-22 loss to Illinois in 
2001.

• Tressel is now 3-2 against the Illini and 
19-4 in November games as Ohio State head 
coach.

• Illinois notched only its fourth victory 
in 18 games all-time against the nation’s 
No. 1 team. The last time the Illini upset 
the top-ranked team in the nation was in 
1956 when they scored a 26-10 victory over 
Michigan State.

• The game marked the 10th time in 
history that Illinois was taking on a No. 1-
ranked Ohio State team. The team’s record in 
those contests is now 2-8 with the only other 
victory coming in the first of those games, 
a 14-7 decision in 1950. The Buckeyes had 
won the other eight in a row by a combined 
score of 249-65.

• Mendenhall broke the Illinois single-
season rushing record with his 88 yards 
against OSU. He pushed his total to 1,402 
yards for the season, surpassing Antoineo 
Harris, who had 1,330 in 2002.

• The Buckeyes should have known they 
were in trouble when they trailed the Illini 
at halftime. Illinois is now a perfect 8-0 this 
season when leading at the break.

• The victory gave the Illini their eighth 
win of the season, the most since the team’s 
2001 Big Ten championship team won 10 
games.

• With his 76 yards, Chris Wells moved 
up the Ohio State single-season rushing 
chart. His total for the season is now 1,241 
yards, the 14th-best total in school history. 
He needs 91 more to break into the top 
10. The 10th spot is currently occupied by 
Antonio Pittman, who had 1,331 yards as a 
sophomore in 2005. Archie Griffin holds the 
OSU record for most yards by a sophomore 
with 1,577 in 1973.

• Boeckman moved past the 2,000-yard 
mark with his performance against the Illini 
and became only the ninth Ohio State QB 
to throw for that many yards in one sea-
son. Art Schlichter, Jim Karsatos, Greg 
Frey, Bobby Hoying, Joe Germaine, Steve 
Bellisari, Craig Krenzel and Troy Smith are 
the others. Karsatos, Hoying, Krenzel and 
Smith each had a pair of 2,000-yard seasons 
while Frey is the only Ohio State quarter-
back ever to throw for 2,000 or more yards 
in three seasons.

• His 156 yards moved Boeckman’s 
season total to 2,114 and that ranks 11th on 
the OSU single-season list. Germaine is the 
school record holder in that department with 
3,330 during the 1998 season.

• Ohio State’s honorary captain was 
former All-America linebacker Thomas 
“Pepper” Johnson, who was a two-time 
team captain in 1984 and ’85. Johnson 
played 13 NFL seasons with four different 
teams and won two Super Bowls with the 
New York Giants. Since 2000, he has been 
a defensive assistant coach with the New 
England Patriots and has won three more 
Super Bowl rings.
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The Numbers Game

2007 Game-By-Game
Date Opponent Result/Time  Crowd

Sept. 1 (11) YOUNG. ST. W, 38-6 105,038
Sept. 8  (12) AKRON W, 20-2 104,317
Sept. 15 (10) at Washington W, 33-14 74,927
Sept. 22 (8) N’WESTERN W, 58-7 105,178
Sept. 29 (8) at Minnesota W, 30-7 51,611
Oct. 6 (4) at Purdue (23) W, 23-7 65,497
Oct. 13 (3) KENT STATE W, 48-3 105,051
Oct. 20 (1) MICHIGAN STATE W, 24-17 105,287
Oct. 27 (1) at Penn State (24) W, 37-17 110,134
Nov. 3 (1) WISCONSIN W, 38-17 105,449
Nov. 10 (1) ILLINOIS L, 28-21 105,453
Nov. 17 (7) at Michigan (23) Noon 

* OSU’s gameday AP ranking is in parentheses before 
the opponent, while the opponent’s ranking is after 
the name.

Team Statistics
     OSU  Opp
First Downs 235 147
Rushing  119 65
Passing  101 74
Penalty  15 8
Average Per Game/Rush 198.1 82.7
Average Per Game/Pass 209.7 154.7
Total Offense           4,486 2,612
Total Plays          755 695
Average Per Game 407.8 237.5
Average Per Play 5.9 3.8
Penalties-Yards     62-451 45-402
Fumbles-Lost           14-7 14-8
3rd Down Efficiency 74-152 55-171
Percentage 49% 32%
4th Down Efficiency     7-11 8-13
Percentage        64% 62%
Sacks-Yards 38-244 14-100
Time of Possession Avg. 31:48 28:12
 
Score
By Quarters 1 2 3 4 OT Tot. Avg.
Ohio State 111 91 84 84 — 370 33.6
Opponents 26 24 48 27 — 125 11.4

Attendance Games Total Avg.

Home  7 735,773 105,110
Away  4 302,169 75,542
Total  11 1,037,942 94,358

Individual Statistics 
Rushing   Att. Net Avg. TD Long

Chris Wells 215 1,241 5.8 12 47
Maurice Wells 102 365 3.6 3 26
Brandon Saine 51 247 4.8 2 37
Todd Boeckman 40 76 1.9 0 35
Ray Small 2 56 28.0 0 37
Antonio Henton 9 41 4.6 0 10
Brian Hartline 5 40 8.0 0 9
Marcus Williams 14 38 2.7 0 6
Rob Schoenhoft 10 32 3.2 1 16
K.C. Christian 5 31 6.2 0 13
A.J. Trapasso 1 18 18.0 0 18
Joe Gantz 3 3 1.0 0 2
Dionte Johnson 1 -1 -1.0 0 -1
TEAM  6 -8 -1.3 0 0
OSU Totals 464 2,179 4.7 18 47
OPP Totals 353 1,910 2.6 2 80

Receiving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long
Brian Robiskie 48 864 18.0 10 68
Brian Hartline 45 610 13.6 5 65
Ray Small 18 248 13.8 2 60
Rory Nicol 16 84 5.2 0 11
Jake Ballard 11 141 12.8 2 22
D. Sanzenbacher 11 82 7.5 1 15
Maurice Wells 10 47 4.7 1 20
Brandon Saine 9 91 10.1 1 35
Chris Wells 5 21 4.2 0 8
Devon Torrence 4 31 7.8 0 17
Taurian Washington 3 46 15.3 1 37
Brandon Smith 3 30 10.0 0 11
Trever Robinson 3 10 3.3 1 9
Marcus Williams 1 11 11.0 0 11
Tyler Whaley 1 4 4.0 0 4
Todd Boeckman 1 -13 -13.0 0 0
OSU Totals 189 2,307 12.2 24 68
OPP Totals 185 1,702 9.2     9 50

Illinois 28, Ohio State 21
Nov. 10, 2007 — Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohio.

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4  F
ILLINOIS 14 7 7 0 — 28 
OHIO STATE 14 0 7 0 — 21

First Quarter
 OSU — C. Wells, 11 yard run (Pretorius kick), 14:37; 2 
plays, 76 yards, 0:23 TOP.
 UI — Hoomanawanui, 3 yard pass from I. Williams (Reda 
kick), 13:48; 3 plays, 83 yards, 0:45 TOP.
 OSU — M. Wells, 19 yard run (Pretorius kick), 9:37; 9 
plays, 76 yards, 4:06 TOP.
 UI — J. Willis, 33 yard pass from I. Williams, 4:04; 7 plays, 
55 yards, 2:49 TOP.
Second Quarter
 UI — Gamble, 8 yard pass from I. Williams (Reda kick), 
0:17; 8 plays, 52 yards, 4:16 TOP.
Third Quarter
 UI — Wilkins, 31 yard pass from I. Williams (Reda kick), 3:52; 9 plays, 80 yards, 
3:33 TOP.
 OSU — C. Wells, 17 yard run (Pretorius kick), 0:34; 8 plays, 76 yards, 3:12 TOP.

Att. — 105,453.
Weather — 48 degrees, cloudy; wind, NW 7 mph.

Team Statistics
  UI OSU
First Downs 19 18 
Rushing 13 13 
Passing 6 5 
Penalty 0 0 
Rushes-Yards 51-260 36-180 
Passing Yards 140 156 
Passes (Att.-Comp.-Int) 22-12-0 23-13-3 
Offensive Plays 73 59 
Total Net Yards 400 336 
Third Down Efficiency 8-17 5-13 
Fourth Down Efficiency 2-2 2-2 
Punts-Avg. 6-38.3 4-43.8 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 
Penalties 1-10 2-9 
Time of Possession 33:00 27:00  

Individual Statistics
 RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — UI: Dufrene 8-106; R. Mendenhall 26-88; I. Williams 16-70; 
TEAM 1-(-4). OSU: C. Wells 20-76; Boeckman 8-68; M. Wells 6-30; Hartline 1-7; TEAM 1-(-1).
 PASSING (Comp.-Att.-Int.-Yds.-TD) — UI: I. Williams 12-22-0-140-4. OSU: Boeckman 
13-23-3-156-0.
 RECEIVING (Rec.-Yds.) — UI: Gamble 3-27; Hudson 3-26; J. Willis 1-33; Wilkins 1-31; 
Morgan 1-9; Benn 1-7; R. Mendenhall 1-4; Hoomanawanui 1-3. OSU: Hartline 4-86; Robiskie 
4-31; Ballard 1-22; Small 1-8; Sanzenbacher 1-7; Whaley 1-4; M. Wells 1-(-2).
 PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — UI: Santella 6-38.3-50. OSU: Trapasso 4-43.8-53.
 PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — UI: Warren 2-(-2). OSU: Small 2-16; Hartline 2-8.  
 KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — UI: Benn 1-25; V. Davis 1-15; J. Willis 1-13. OSU: Small 
4-63; Saine 1-10. 
 FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds) — UI: None. OSU: None.
 INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — UI: Hicks 1-0; M. Thomas 1-0; Steele 1-0. OSU: None. 
 SACKS — UI: Brown 1.0-11; W. Davis 1.0-4. OSU: Grant 1.0-2.
 TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) — UI: Leman 2.5-2; Brown 1.0-11; W. Davis 1.0-4; 
Sanders 1.0-2; V. Davis 1.0-2; Lindquist 0.5-1. OSU: Heyward 1.5-4; Freeman 1.0-3; Grant 
1.0-2; Chekwa 1.0-1; Worthington 1.0-0; Laurinaitis 0.5-1; Larimore 0.5-1; Russell 0.5-0.
 TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — UI: Leman 8-4-12; Sanders 4-3-7; Hicks 4-1-5; V. Davis 2-
3-5; M. Thomas 4-0-4; Harrison 3-1-4; Pilcher 2-2-4; W. Davis 3-0-3; Miller 3-0-3; Lindquist 
2-1-3; Steele 2-0-2; M. Wilson 1-1-2; R. Smith 1-1-2; Mitchell 0-2-2; Carson 1-0-1; Brown 1-
0-1; Norwell 1-0-1; Knezetic 1-0-1; Bussey 0-1-1. OSU: Freeman 10-8-18; Laurinaitis 3-9-12; 
Grant 5-2-7; Coleman 0-7-7; Heyward 3-3-6; Russell 4-1-5; D. Washington 3-2-5; Gholston 
2-3-5; Abdallah 1-4-5; Worthington 0-2-2; M. Williams 1-0-1; O’Neal 1-0-1; Denlinger 1-0-1; 
Chekwa 1-0-1; Lane 1-0-1; Barrow 0-1-1; Jenkins 0-1-1; Larimore 0-1-1.
 PLAYERS IN THE GAME  —  ILLINOIS: Offense, Fulton, O’Donnell, McDonald, Asamoah, 
Millington, I. Williams, R. Mendenhall, Hudson, Benn, J. Willis, Hoomanawanui, Reda. Defense, 
Norwell, Lindquist, Pilcher, Miller, Leman, Steele, Hicks, Harrison, Mitchell, W. Davis, V. Davis, 
Santella. Reserves, Judson, M. Wilson, Wilkins, Warren, Morgan, M. Thomas, Cumberland, 
Bussey, Dufrene, McMahon, Flowers, Sanders, Gamble, R. Smith, W. Mendenhall, Cklamovski, 
Weil, Carson, Pittman, Rouse, Robertson, Knezetic, Block, Nabolotny, Ware, Palmer, Lenti, 
A. James, Walker, Nurse, Brown. OHIO STATE: Offense, Robiskie, Boone, Rehring, Cordle, 
Person, Barton, Nicol, Ballard, Boeckman, C. Wells, Hartline, Pretorius. Defense, Heyward, 
Worthington, Abdallah, Gholston, Freeman, Laurinaitis, Chekwa, Jenkins, Russell, Coleman, D. 
Washington, Trapasso. Reserves, Rose, Hines, Saine, Small, Pettrey, Schwartz, Rolle, O’Neal, 
Grant, Gant, B. Smith, Sanzenbacher, Amos, Robinson, Patterson, M. Williams, Moeller, Lane, 
M. Wells, Spitler, Whaley, Thoma, Johnson, Makridis, Haas, Browning, Larimore, C. Smith, 
Barrow, Daly, Denlinger.

Season Statistics
Scoring  TD EPK EPR EPP FG PTS
Ryan Pretorius —    43-44 — —   17-21 94
Chris Wells  12 — — — — 72
Brian Robiskie 10 — — — — 60
Brian Hartline 6 — — — — 36
Maurice Wells 4 — — — — 24
Brandon Saine 3 — — — — 18
Jake Ballard  2 — — — — 12
Ray Small  2 — — — — 12
T. Washington 1 — — — — 6
D. Sanzenbacher 1 — — — — 6
Malcolm Jenkins 1 — — — — 6
Trever Robinson 1 — — — — 6
Vernon Gholston 1 — — — — 6
Donald Washington 1 — — — — 6
Rob Schoenhoft 1 — — — — 6
TEAM  — — 0-1 — — —
OSU Totals          46  43-44 0-1 —   17-21 370
OPP Totals          15  15-15 — — 6-8 125
* Akron recorded a safety. 

Passing  Comp. Att. Pct. Yds. TD-INT Rating
T. Boeckman 169 260 65.0   2,121  23-11 154.26
R. Schoenhoft 17 25 68.0  129 0-0 111.34
Antonio Henton 3 6 50.0 57 1-0 184.80
OSU Totals 189 291 64.9 2,307 24-11 151.20
OPP Totals 185 342 54.1 1,702 9-10 98.73

FG Distance  0-29 30-39  40-49 50+ Total
Ryan Pretorius  5-6 6-8 5-6 1-1 17-21
OSU Totals  5-6 6-8 5-6 1-1 17-21
OPP Totals  3-3 1-1 2-4 0-0 6-8

Punting  No. Yds. Avg. Bk Long
A.J. Trapasso 39 1,638 42.0 0 63
Jon Thoma 1 13 13.0 0 13
OSU Totals 40 1,651 41.3 0 63
OPP Totals 88 3,364 38.2 1 58

Interceptions  No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Malcolm Jenkins  3 30 10.0 1 24
James Laurinaitis  2 16 8.0 0 14
Donald Washington 1 70 70.0 1 70
Nick Patterson  1 34 34.0 0 34
Larry Grant  1 19 19.0 0 19
Chimdi Chekwa  1 9 9.0 0 9
Doug Worthington 1 0 0.0 0 0
OSU Totals  10 178 17.8 2 70
OPP Totals  11 56 5.1 1 54

Punt Returns  No. Yds.  Avg. TD Long
Brian Hartline  17 209 12.3 1 90
Ray Small  16 114 7.1 0 21
Brian Robiskie  7 60 8.6 0 14
Malcolm Jenkins  3 16 5.3 0 21
Larry Grant  1 8 8.0 0 0
Devon Torrence  1 6 6.0 0 6
OSU Totals  45 413 9.2 1 90
OPP Totals  12 50 4.2 0 16

Kickoff Returns   No. Yds. Avg. TD Long
Ray Small  15 240 16.0 0 22
Maurice Wells  3 62 20.7 0 22
Brandon Saine  3 60 20.0 0 39
Anderson Russell  2 47 23.5 0 29
Tyler Whaley  1 10 10.0 0 10
Rob Schoenhoft  1 1 1.0 0 1
OSU Totals  25 420 16.8 0 39
OPP Totals  56 1,208 21.6 2 99

Def. Leaders  Solo Ast. Tot. TFL-Yds. Sacks
James Laurinaitis  37 60 97 8.0-33 5.0-29
Marcus Freeman  52 34 86 9.5-23 1.5-9
Anderson Russell  32 22 54 6.0-28 3.0-23
Kurt Coleman  21 33 54 3.5-5 1.0-2
OSU Totals  408 318 726 89-356 38-244
OPP Totals  477 360 837 72-229 14-100

Fumbles Forced: 1 — Kurt Coleman, Shaun Lane, 
Cameron Heyward, Jamario O’Neal, Anderson Russell, 
TEAM, Devon Torrence, Doug Worthington, Marcus 
Freeman, Thaddeus Gibson.
Fumbles Recovered: 1 — Aaron Gant, Vernon Gholston, 
Jamario O’Neal, James Scott, Shaun Lane, Donald 
Washington, James Laurinaitis, Dexter Larimore.
Blocked Kicks:  2 — Larry Grant.
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All Of Ohio State’s Units Struggled In Loss
For the first time in 28 regular-season con-

tests and 20 Big Ten games, this section takes 
the role of a solemn postmortem rather than an 
explanation of success. 

In this case, figuring out where it went 
wrong for the Ohio State football team Nov. 
10 during a 28-21 loss to Illinois is fairly 
simple. After two strong drives to open the 
game, Ohio State was forced into four first-
half punts. A.J. Trapasso’s services were not 
needed on the field during the second half, but 
two Todd Boeckman interceptions during the 
second act made all the difference.

On defense, a quick scan of the stat sheet 
reveals that Illinois had 260 rushing yards and 
that sophomore quarterback Juice Williams, 
not known for his arm, tossed four touchdown 
passes for the first time in his career. 

Illinois was able to defeat the Buckeyes 
despite losing stand-
out wide receiver 
Arrelious “Rejus” 
Benn, who did not 
play during the sec-
ond half due to injury. 
The freshman came in 
as the Fighting Illini’s 
leading receiver by a 
wide margin but instead watched the game 
from the sideline during the final 30 minutes. 
The Illini were also without Vontae Davis, a 
sophomore cornerback who is a semifinalist 
for the Thorpe Award, for the second half 
after he came out worse for wear from a 
brutal collision with Ohio State’s Maurice 
Wells.

The Buckeyes took some dings of their 
own, as Wells did not play again after an 

apparent third-quarter ankle injury and fresh-
man backup Brandon Saine spent the second 

half in street clothes.
The injuries averaged out, leaving the play 

on the field as the deciding factor. On this day, 
it came down to the fact that Illinois did the 
things required to win football games, and for 
once, the No. 1 Buckeyes did not.

“The three things that Coach (Jim) Tressel 
stresses in order to win a ballgame are turn-
overs, the rushing yardage and special teams,” 
right tackle Kirk Barton said following his 
final game in Ohio Stadium. “I’m not sure 
how we matched up special teams-wise, but 
they did outrush us and we turned it over 
three times. When you do that it’s going to be 
awfully difficult to beat a good football team 
like Illinois.” 

Picks Hamper Attack
Through 10 games, Boeckman has shown 

a love of the deep ball and a proclivity to 
throw at least one puzzling, dangerous toss 
each game. Even during his best game of the 
season at Penn State, Boeckman’s one bad 
mistake was a forced pass over the middle 
whose journey ended in the arms of Nittany 
Lions linebacker Dan Connor.

Both of those facts collided midway 
through the fourth quarter with the Buckeyes 
trailing 28-21. Ohio State had regained the ball 
three plays earlier after an Illinois punt, and 
from first-and-10 at the OSU 36, the Buckeyes 
decided to go deep.

Both Brians – receivers Hartline and 
Robiskie – ran post patterns deep down the 
field from their spots on the left side of the for-
mation. Boeckman picked out his main target 
this season, Robiskie, and heaved the ball deep 
down the left side.

However, Robiskie was step for step with 
cornerback Marcus Thomas, a freshman who 
replaced Davis in the lineup. Boeckman did 
not see safety Kevin Mitchell come over the 
top, and his pass was slightly underthrown. 
With help deep, Thomas was able to fight for 
position underneath the ball and come down 
with the pass with 8:09 remaining on the 
scoreboard clock.

Ohio State would not see the ball again.
“We had a deep ball called there,” 

Boeckman said. “Brian and Brian were both 
running posts, and Hartline did his job beating 
(his man) and Robo was one-on-one. I just 
didn’t get the ball to him far enough.”

As soon as he let go of the ball, Boeckman 
said he knew he had underthrown the pass.

That pick was the third of the day for the 
first-year starting signal caller, and one could 
make a good case that Boeckman would have 
been better off just eating the ball on each of 
those chances.

His second interception was equally dam-
aging in that it took points off the board. With 
OSU trailing 21-14 on its first possession 
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JOSH WINSLOW 
STOPPING THE RUN – OSU linebacker James Laurinaitis (33) wraps up Illinois running back Rashard Mendenhall (5) for 
a short gain. Laurinaitis had 12 tackles in the game but the Buckeyes couldn’t come up with a fourth-quarter stop when they 
needed it, and the Illini were able to finish off a 28-21 victory.
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of the second half and facing a third-and-
goal from the UI 9-yard line, Boeckman was 
flushed from the pocket and rolled right. He 
thought he spied Ray Small open in the end 
zone and tried to fire the ball to the sopho-
more. However, Thomas was nearby and 
deflected the ball into the air and into the arms 
of linebacker Antonio Steele.

“I got a little pressure and kind of rolled 
around a little bit, and I thought Ray broke 
open,” Boeckman said. “Actually, I thought he 
was wide open. I didn’t even see the DB, and 
he made a play on the ball.

“Unfortunately, we can’t have those plays 
like that when we’re down in the red zone 
because we have to put points on the board.”

Boeckman’s first interception came dur-
ing the first quarter on a third-and-8 when he 
attempted to force a pass to Hartline along the 
left sideline. The toss just didn’t have quite 
enough touch on it, and Illinois cornerback 
Dere Hicks, playing a zone, was able to leap 
and come down with the ball at the Fighting 
Illini 45-yard line. Seven plays later, Illinois 
was in the end zone and would not trail again 
on the day.

Boeckman finished the day 13 of 23 for 
156 yards and the three interceptions, which 
tied a career high set against Purdue Oct. 6.

“We know that we can’t turn it over like 
that and come up on the right end of things 
against a very good team,” Tressel said. “I 
thought he did some very good things. I 
thought he did a good job putting them in there 
when he could. He even stepped up and ran 
very, very well.”

That rushing, much like a week before 
against Wisconsin when he gained 27 yards on 
the ground, was not planned but was the result 
of stepping up and fleeing the pocket when 
the pressure became too great. On the day, he 
ran eight times for 68 yards, including a 35-
yard jaunt aided by a block by Chris “Beanie” 

Wells over the right side to spark Ohio State’s 
final touchdown drive and a 16-yard scamper 
the play before his final pass.

He also took two sacks on the day, one 
each by Illinois’ Jerry Brown and Will Davis, 
and appeared to grow increasingly uncomfort-
able with the pressure as the day went on.

“We obviously didn’t execute,” Barton 
said. “When you don’t protect Todd the way 
we needed to, he’s going to throw a few more 
picks than if he had a clean pocket all day, 
which is something that all the O-line has to 
look in the mirror and fix for next week.” 

On the ground, Ohio State finished with 
180 yards. Chris Wells was held to just 3.8 
yards per carry, toting the ball 20 times for 76 
yards and a touchdown, while Maurice Wells 
earned 30 yards on his six carries and had a 
score.

Chris Wells was the workhorse on the 
final scoring drive of the day for Ohio State. 
After Boeckman’s 35-yard scamper set things 
up, the sophomore from Akron took over. On 
fourth-and-1 from the Illinois 32, he bulled 
over left guard for 3 yards to get the first. On 
the next play, he patiently picked his way over 
the right side to gain 5 more. Second down 
again saw the ball in Wells’ hands, and he 
bowled over Illinois linebacker J Leman to 
earn a first down at the 17-yard line. 

The next play ended with no one bringing 
Wells down. He went over the right side and, 
after picking up a sealing block from fullback 
Tyler Whaley, outraced safety Justin Sanders 
to the end zone to earn six points with 34 sec-
onds remaining on the third-quarter clock.

Wells did it all while fighting continued 
injuries, including an apparent thumb injury 
suffered during the first quarter and yet anoth-
er ankle tweak that came in the third.

“I thought Beanie fought extremely hard 
and played as hard as he could,” Tressel said.

When the dust settled, Illinois allowed 

OSU to earn just three second-half drives, 
two of which ended with interceptions by the 
Fighting Illini. The way the Buckeyes went 
down left Hartline shaking his head.

“I didn’t think they were giving us a whole 
lot of problems,” he said. “They were getting 
some pressure on Todd a little bit, but other 
than that – offensively, I felt like it was kind 
of a weird feeling. Sometimes you can feel 
yourself getting beat, and at no point did I 
really think I felt ourselves getting beat offen-
sively.”

Ran All Day, Ran All Night
If the offense left the field feeling as 

though it beat itself, the defense left under no 
such pretenses.

Illinois, which entered the game sixth 
in the nation in rushing at 261.3 yards per 
game, nearly hit that mark with 260 yards 
on the ground against OSU, which boasted 
the third-best defense against the run in the 
nation at 65.0 yards allowed per game. That 
total of rushing yards represented the most 
ever allowed by an Ohio State team coached 
by Tressel.

The real surprise, though, came through 
the air, where Williams entered having thrown 
just eight touchdown passes in 10 games this 
season. He increased that total by 50 percent 
after connecting with receivers for four touch-
down passes on the day.

“It’s tough because we had one of the best 
defenses in the nation going into today, and we 
feel we still do,” linebacker Marcus Freeman 
said. “It’s tough to give up that many points 
and that many yards.”

Ironically, Illinois’ most important drive 
of the game scored no points and was just its 
fifth-longest of the day when it came to chew-
ing up yardage. Taking over after Boeckman’s 
interception with 8:09 to play, the Fighting 
Illini bled the clock dry with a 16-play, 42-

yard possession that saw Williams down the 
ball for the final time at the OSU 34-yard 
line.

Along the way, a number of crucial con-
versions occurred. First, on fourth-and-1 from 
the Illinois 33, head coach Ron Zook went for 
the gusto and Williams earned a first down 
on a quarterback sneak. The play came after 
Zook had originally sent out the punt team 
but reconsidered after OSU, with too many 
men on the field, called a timeout, a break that 
allowed Williams to bend the ear of the third-
year head coach.

“I knew it was just an inch or less,” Zook 
said. “When they called timeout, Juice kind 
of grabbed me and he said, ‘I will get you an 
inch.’ I said, ‘You’d better.’ ”

On the next set of downs, Williams con-
verted another third down, this one a third-
and-7 on which he gained 12 by keeping the 
ball on a read option play. With 3:38 to go, 
he did it again, taking a quarterback draw 12 
yards on a third-and-10 from the 50.

“I wasn’t real surprised by the plays 
because we know he’s a running quarterback 
for the most part,” OSU safety Anderson 
Russell said. “They hadn’t really run a lot of 
quarterback draws the entire game. I know 
that’s how they converted one of them.”

The nail in the coffin came with 2:19 left 
when Williams again kept the ball on a zone 
read option play and rumbled 3 yards, with 
Freeman nipping at his heels, to convert a 
third-and-2.

Williams’ two 12-yard runs were the lon-
gest plays of the drive, and the only negative-
yardage plays were a 1-yard loss by running 
back Daniel Dufrene and the final kneels of 
the ball.

“It’s tough, man, because it seems like 

OHIO STATE VS. ILLINOIS

Continued On Page 16

(614) 340-8989
www.dreamseats.com

DREAM SEATS
Your total ticket source

all events � all cities � all the time � all events � all cities � all the time � all events � all cities � all the time � all events

Home

& Away!
All Gamesin Stock!For Your Ticket Connection Call:

1611 W. FIFTH AVE. COLUMBUS, OH 43212

OSU • Indians • Reds • Browns • Bengals • Cavs • Blue Jackets • Destroyers
Schottenstein Center • Germain Amphitheater • Nationwide Arena • LC Pavilion

Final Four • Super Bowl • World Series • And Much More...

OhioState
Football

❑ Please send me a one-year (15 issues) subscription to 
Bengals Report for $36.95.
❑ My check or money order is enclosed. Check # 
❑ Charge to my: ❑ Discover ❑ MasterCard ❑ Visa ❑ AMEX
Exp. Date          Card No.                                    

Name
Address 
City                                           State         Zip 

For Faster Service On Credit Card Orders Call

1-800-760-2862

Send to: Bengals Report • P.O. Box 12453 • Columbus, Ohio 43212

Bengals Fans!

1 Year (15 issues) – $36.95

Bengals Report, the official pub-
lication of the Cincinnati Bengals, 
is must reading for every Bengals 
fan. Each information-filled issue 
includes game coverage, action 
photos, top columnists, previews 
and rosters, Q&A with Coach 
Lewis, player profiles, stats and 
much, much more.

Follow The Bengals Year-Round In Bengals Report



Originally Published: Nov. 17, 2007 

Illini Had Plenty Of 
Fight On Third Down
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we had them in third-and-long situations or 
third-and-6, third-and-7, and they kept getting 
first downs,” Freeman said. “We just wanted 
to give our offense just one chance to get on 
the field, and they just kept converting those 
third downs. They kept getting 4 yards every 
time they ran the ball, and it’s tough because 
you don’t give the offense that chance to get 
a score.”

During the fourth quarter, Illinois was 5 for 
8 on third downs, one of which then was con-
verted on fourth down and another of which 
was a kneel-down play. During the entire 
game, UI was 8 for 17 on third downs and 
another 2 for 2 on fourth-down tries.

“As a defense, that just takes the heart out 
of you,” linebacker James Laurinaitis said. 
“You have chances to really get your offense 
the ball back and they c ome up with the third-
down conversions, and it just kind of rips the 
heart out of you.”

A couple of other internal organs of the 
Buckeye stop troop machine were surely dam-
aged by play-action passing. Three of the four 
touchdown passes came after fake handoffs 
in Illinois’ misdirection, spread offense. The 
only other came on what appeared to be an 
illegal pick play that knocked Chimdi Chekwa 
away from receiver Brian Gamble during a 
second-quarter score that gave UI a 21-14 lead 
it would not relinquish.

“We’re not bad (at passing), in the play-

action department particularly, and he’s get-
ting better and better in drop back,” Zook said 
of his quarterback. “That’s another thing they 
have to be able to defend.”

“When you’re getting 4 yards every time 
you run the ball, you’re going to get people 
thinking, ‘We have to stop the run, we have 
stop the run,’ and that’s when the play-action 
is so effective,” Freeman said. “That’s what 
they did today. They would continue to get 
yards on the runs and do play-action and a guy 
was open.”

The final drive and the play-action success 
were just symptoms of the major problem, 
OSU’s inability to stop much of what the 
Fighting Illini were doing. Williams lined up 
in the shotgun for the lion’s share of plays with 
either Dufrene or Rashard Mendenhall beside 
him – or with both in the backfield, such as 
on Dufrene’s 80-yard run on Illinois’ second 
offensive play of the game. 

Even without Benn’s services for the sec-
ond half, Illinois often had three or four 
receivers in the game, choosing to place three 
receivers on one side of the formation for 
nearly half of the plays. At choice points in the 
game, the Fighting Illini broke out a no-huddle 
offense in an attempt to catch the Buckeyes 
confused and tired on the field.

With UI in that spread look, OSU spent 
nearly the entire game in either its nickel (4-
2-5) or dime (3-3-5) defenses. Neither proved 
particularly effective, even with a number of 
blitzes from both linebackers and secondary 

members.
“You have to attack an option team like 

this and sometimes you’ve got to change it 
up a little, but when you’ve got a hurry-up 

(offense) like that it’s hard,” Laurinaitis said. 
“We try to show around and stunt a little bit, 
and that kind of takes that away when they’re 
doing their hurry-up stuff.”

Dufrene ended the day with 106 yards on 
eight carries, while Mendenhall, who became 
Illinois’ single-season record holder for rush-
ing yards on the day, earned 88 yards on 
26 carries. Williams had 16 rushes for 70 
yards. Freeman – who had 18 tackles – and 
Laurinaitis combined for 30 stops, but the 
Illinois attack would not be stopped, especially 
when it mattered most.

“For the most part we had some execu-
tion problems,” said defensive end Vernon 
Gholston. “I think they kept us on our heels, 
didn’t really allow us to be too aggressive, and 
they got their yardage.”

JOSH WINSLOW 
HANGING ON – Ohio State linebacker Larry Grant (6) tries to keep his grip on 
Illinois tailback Rashard Mendenhall (5) during Big Ten action Nov. 10 at Ohio 
Stadium. Mendenhall rushed for 88 yards in the contest while Illinois rolled up 260 
yards on the ground during its 28-21 upset victory.
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Ohio State linebacker James Laurinaitis when 
asked if losing to Illinois felt like losing the national 
title game to Florida: “I think so. Whenever you lose as 
the No. 1 team, it’s a terrible feeling. Especially when you 
control your own destiny and let something like this happen 
on senior day. It’s something that you’re going to have to 
look yourself in the mirror and think, ‘What do we have to 
improve to help this team out?’ But we can’t sit here and 
put our heads down and cry about it. We’ve got to realize 
that we play a very good Michigan team next week.” 

Ohio State offensive tackle Kirk Barton on his sur-
prise at the loss: “This isn’t the media session I expected 
to have after my last game in the Horseshoe. I’m trying not 
to swear too much.” 

Ohio State receiver Brian Hartline on how it feels  
to lose: “It always hurts to lose. We’re not really used to 
it here. It’s a weird feeling.”

Ohio State linebacker Marcus Freeman on the 
same subject: “It hurts more because from the beginning 
of the season we wanted to go to the national champion-
ship game. A loss like this hurts those chances a lot. It’s 
tough because we had it rolling and to have a setback like 
this hurts a lot.” 

Illinois head coach Ron Zook on the progress of 
his program: “We said two years ago when we were here 
(a 40-2 loss) that it would be a different story when we 
came back. I don’t want to take anything away from Ohio 
State – that is a good, good football team – but we’ve got-
ten better.”

Zook on the play of his quarterback Juice Williams: 
“I think he managed the game extremely well. I think 
people saw there in the second half, particularly the fourth 
quarter, why he’s been our starter. When the game is on 
the line, he does what he has to do to get it done. He’s a 
competitor.”

Ohio State defensive end Vernon Gholston on the 
play of Williams as compared to last year: “Definitely 
the maturity level is up. The simple fact is he made plays 
this game. He kept plays alive, ran their scheme well and 
managed the game well.”

Zook on going 2 for 2 on fourth downs: “We didn’t 
come up here to try to play them close. We didn’t come up 
here to try to be like last year. We came up here to try to 
have an opportunity to win, and I think sometimes you have 
to take chances. Sometimes they don’t work out, but we’re 
fortunate enough today that they did work out.”

Laurinaitis on the defense facing fourth-and-inch-
es on Illinois’ final drive: “We had an idea that they were 
going to sneak with it being that short, but when you have 
a short-yardage situation like that you can’t jump offside 
either because that gives them a first down. It’s a hard 
situation for our D. There’s nothing really we can do about 
that. We should have, you know, just – there’s really noth-
ing we can do about it.” 

Ohio State quarterback Todd Boeckman on his 
thoughts after throwing his third and final intercep-
tion: “It was tough. I didn’t know what to expect. I knew I 
had underthrown him a little bit. I was hoping Robo (Brian 

Robiskie) would maybe go up there and break it up.”

Barton on Boeckman: “Todd is as good a quarter-
back as there is. He was fighting hard, made some great 
scrambles. I wouldn’t trade him for anybody. He’s a tough 
kid and he’s going to have a lot of success for the rest of 
his career.” 

Gholston on the defense’s play: “It always goes back 
to us. We’re probably our biggest opponents. Execution is a 
big thing, and obviously we didn’t have good execution.”

Freeman on the defense’s play: “We talked about it 
coming into the game. We have to stop them on third down, 
and we weren’t able to do that. But we have to bounce back 
now and get ready for a big Michigan game.”

Ohio State safety Anderson Russell on rebounding 
mentally:  “This hurts right now because of how far we’ve 
come from last year so far this season, but this game’s 

over and done with now. We can look at the film and learn 
from the mistakes that we made today, but we’ve just got 
to get focused for next week.” 

Gholston on if he is eager to return to his native 
state to play Michigan: “Not really. Michigan is our rival 
team, and I’m just anxious to play Michigan.”

Hartline on his thoughts during Illinois’ final drive: 
“Offensively I didn’t feel like we were overpowered at all. It 
was weird to come out of a loss and not have that feeling 
of getting beat, but the score doesn’t lie. At any point in the 
game I felt like if we got the ball back we were going to go 
down and score.” 

Russell on how those who felt Ohio State was 
overrated all year will react: “We don’t really care. We 
know people have been waiting on us to slip up or they 
didn’t think we were going to have a good season, but we 
don’t really care what people say about us.” 

OHIO STATE VS. ILLINOIS

BSB Quotebook: Illinois 28, Ohio State 21

JOSH WINSLOW 
DRAWING A BEAD – Ohio State linebacker Marcus Freeman (1) tries to fight through an Illinois blocker on 
his way to quarterback Juice Williams. Freeman had a career-high 18 tackles in the game, including 10 solo 
stops, but it wasn’t enough as Williams led his team to a 28-21 win over the Buckeyes.
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