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The Job Done Vs.
Ohio State, 25-22

By CHIRIS NIDA
Muckeye Sports Bollatin Staff Wreiter

For much of Ohio State’s 25-22 loss to Texan on
Sept. 10, fans in the Ohio Stadiamerecord crowd of
106,565 could have blinked their eyes and thought
thoy were watching the 2002 national champion
Buckeyes. .

Aler some carly struggles, the defense was buck-
ling down and did not allow a touchdawn for 44 min:
utes. 08U wai getting the better of the special teama
battle, The offense wasn't setting the world on fire,
bat the kicker was nniling field goals left and right

The difference, however, between the national title
winners and the team that suffered this heartbrenk-
ing loss was twofold. One, the 02 Buckeyes might
never hove faced o team os good as the Longhorns
wiuad that entered the Horseshoe. And two, whenov-
er there wan o cluteh stop to be made or offensive play
to be had, the nutionnl champions thrived.

Agminst Texas, these Buckeven did not,

“The game was going the way wa wanted it to go,”
OSU junior aafety Donte Whitner said. “The laat five
minutés, they made some plays and we made some
mistakes.”

Nuo sooner did UT gquarterback Vines Young's knee
hit the Ohio Stadwam tarf on a game-ending kneel-
down than crities began pointing fingers at who wai
culpable for Ohio State’s first nonconference home
losat in 15 yoars

Senior tight end Ryan Hamby dropped 8 sure
touchdown pass from Justin Zwick — twice, the sec-

ond after absorbing o foro.
cious hit from Longhorna
cornerback Cedric Griffin,
Sixth-year senior  Kicker
Joah Huston pushed a 50
vard field-goal attempt just
right that would have put
OSU up by nine points, And
junior quarterback Justin
Zwick, serambling ond try-
ing to make something hap-
pen after Texas took a one-
point lead with 2:37 to play,
fumbled away the ball deep
in his own territory.

After the game, though,
the Buckeyes weren't point-
e fingers ot onyone but
themselves

“We didn't do our part on
ollense,” sophomore receiver
Anthony Gonzaler amd. "1
feel Dike s o receiver that
we dhdn't do what we had to
o, 1 ke to think that we're
thies bost unit i the ¢ " . g
and 1 just don't feel like we | gl e ]
didd what we had to do” 1 R ‘“f"‘."

Dhetensively, the Buckeyes -

- g Er - ot ]
HOG-TIED — Ohio State guarterback Troy Smith (10) gets tripped up by Texas linebacker Anron
Harris (2) during the Longhorns' 26-22 win in Ohio Stadium Sept. 10,

Continued On Page 10
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Inability To Punch It In Is Confounding

Alter-a summer filled with enough
Blufl and bluster to hype a presidential
election, the payoll for the so-called
“Clash of the Titans® waa certainly. a
letdown for Ohio State.

And from the very second when the
clock reached 0:00, the linger-polnting
among the OSU faithful began in
carnest, Exactly how could Ohio State
blow so many choances and let a win
over No, 2 Texas slip through its
hands?

I will admit that 1 was as surprised
ag anyone to wateh Longhorns QB
Vinee Young moke the plays he needed
to make against the Ohio State
doefense. That s not becaude 1 think
Young is overrated, He is not overrat-
ed. He is o tremendous tulent who will
likely continue to get better and better.

But he 1s not without his Qaws, and
the Buckeyes have tradibionally been

able to rise to the occaston on defense:

when a lighly regarded quarterback
tokes them on,

Against Texas, however, that did not
happen. Young first estoblished his

aunning game then sctoally beat the

Buckeyes with his arm. Next to no one
believed thut could happen, yet that is
precisely what did ocour,

And now Ohio State i left to ponder
how that game got away

Quite frankly, it got away becanse of
the lack of offensive production in the
red zone, And regardless of your partic-
ular quarterback of choice, the fault
did not rest with Justin Zwick any
more than it did with Troy Smath,

I know that Suuth seems to have
more fans in his corner right now, and
even | tend Lo agree that the electricity
he seems to exude gives the team a hit-

Ale more spark than Zwick. But the

truth of the matter is that during the
pame against Texas, Smith really did-
n't move the team any better than
Zwick did.

For example, Zwick started and
played for two series before giving way
to Smith. Those first two poastasions
were terrible including o three-and-out
on the first posseamon of the game, A
little clurc-r examination of that drive,
however, shows a dropped pass by Ted
Ginn Jr. on first down and o dropped
pass by Anthony Gonzalez on third
down, -

1 wouldn't presume to speculate that
if either reception had been made it
would have been an entirely different
ballgame. But I'm alse not about to dis-
miss the fact that those drops helped
sel the early tone.

Smith entered the game for the
Buckeves third sevies and immediately
produced results, He got his team on
the board with a field poal alter the
firat then engineered OSU's best drive
of the game on s second, moving 50
yards in nine plays for a touchdown

Smith wound up piloting  scoring
dreives on each of las first five posses-
siona. But with the exception of that
B0:-yvard march, he really didn't do
much moving of the team. The other
four drves went for 8, munus-1, 22 and
11 yards and each resulted in feld
podls

All told, Smith was ot the controls
for seven possessions that resulted in
121 yards. Zwick was under center for
six possessions and they totaled 114
yards. And while Smith's possessions

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
with
Mark Rea

resulted in 19 of the Buckeyes' 22
points, the team averaged only 3.3
yards per play when he wos at quar-
terback. The average with Zwick was
only slightly better ot 37 vards por
pl.‘l\.‘

What does all this mean? For one
thing, the inability of the Ohio State
« to punch the ball in the end
zone evidently continues to confound
the Ohio State conching staff. In a very
real sense at least against Texas
that was due in equal part to both
quarterhacks being unable to manufoc-
ture o big play.

dwick nearly did ot o the thard
quarter, but his pass to Kyan Hamby
which was right on the numbers —
bounced away from the normally sure-
handed tight end. Smith tried to do it
with the legs that served him so well in
the Michigan game last November but
wound up with just 27 yards and got
sacked twico — once more than Zwick

Iid the coaching stafl give either
quarterback o fighting chance to win
the ballgame? That is, of course, debat
able

Ginn, for example, touched the ball
only three times on offense, grabbing
two receptions for 9 yarda and running
one aborted reverse for minus-2 vards,
Toxas was keving on Junior and trying
to knock him off his routes, but it did-
n't seem like the Buckeyes were oven
looking toward him for large chunks of
the game.

Likewise, many fans have been erit-
ical of the runming game. Antonio
Pittman has shown that he can run
with authonity, but there is no way he
can hold up to n season. full of pounding
if the Buckeyes can't {or won't) develop
someons W go with him

So where does the blame: rest for
this loss? Obviously, the buck stops at
the top and head conch Jim Tressel
must accept his share. I'm sure he will,
This was a game that was imminently
winnable on several levels, and yet the
Buckeyes did not get it done. That ws an
anomaly in the Tressel era when OSU
has usually found o way to win tight
Fames,

| humbly reserve the right to reject
the enticism that Tressel was too con-
servative in s play-calling even
though the Buckeyes ran the ball 36
times and threw at only 26. Only 17 of
those rushing plays were from a run-
ning back — all by Pittiman — while
Smith and Zwick combined to runat 18
times. (The other was Ginn's reverse )

11 have any enticism of the play-
calling, it would be that there was
seomingly little attempt to test the
Texas cornerbacks, Onpe of the fow
times they did, the Buckeyes scored
tlll'lr lllll\' Il’illl'l.[ill\"ll WI I{lllr""'ﬁ
outdueled U corner Cedrie Griffin

The bottom line was that thas was
not an individual loss to he pinned on
Treasel, Zwick, Smuth, Hamby or even
Josh Huston, who could have put the
pame out of rench had he connected on

his sixth field-goal try of the evening.

This was a total team loss and
ahould be regarded as such. The vaunt-
ed defensive unit was painfully slow to
et anto a rhythm, so slow in fact that
Texas had built up a 10:0 advantage
that looked nidiculously easy

Then, at the end of the game with
everything riding in the balance, the
defense agoin couldn't come up with a
stop when it had to

But do 1 blame the defense?
Absolutely not. A.J. Hawk, Bobby
Carpenter and every other guy on that
unit played their gots out, 11 the
offense had made just one or two plays
during any one of eight different pos.
gessions, the defense would never have
been put in the position te have to pros
tect the lead at the end

I know we should give eredit where
credit 1s due, and Texas 18 o tremen-
dously talented football team, But
every Longhorn player and coach got
on the charter Might home to Austin
knowing they were damned lucky to
have won

Yet, they made the plays and Ohio
State didn't. The Buckeyes should have
won that gome, and yet they didn't.

Now, the real guestion is not who's
to blame but rather where do we go
from here?

Who's It Going To Be?

This paina me greatly, but 1 ean't
help thinking that this season is going
to go the way of the 1996 and "97 sca-
sons when John Cooper couldn’t seem
to settle on Stan Jackson or Joe
Germaine at the controls, /4

I am not and never have been in
favor of a twosquarterback system, 1
don’t think it helps the offensive attack
in terms of continuity and flow of the
game, and we perhaps saw o reflection
of that against Texas

I must admit that 1 was surprised
when Tressel went back to Zwiek in the
third quarter. But he did provide a hit-
the bit of o spark that seemed to have
been missing, and the entire complex-
ion of the game mught have changed
had Hamby been able to hold onto that
pass inthe end zone

I'll also admit surprise to Tressel’s
choice of Zwick after Texas hud ¥eored
late in the gome to take a 2322 lead
because § felt Smith's added ability to
run the ball would better serve a two-
minute offense. | suppose | should feel
some vindication for that opinion after
Zwick was stripped of the ball on o
first-down scramble, but any Kind of
thought slong those lines quickly
evaporates when you consider Smath
held the ball too long on the next
seres and was sacked in the end zone
lfor a safety, '

Ohio State’s next opponent wine
lesa San Diego State will likely do
nothing to solve this guarterback
quandary. In faet, T would expect Todd
Boeckman to see action against the
Aztoes. But when lowa con to town
Sept. 24 for the Big Ten opener, | would
humbly suggest that Tressel pck o
starting quarterback and stay with
him until he prove
the job.

A quarterback  merryego-round
never svems to work for o champ-
anship-caliber team, and thes season is
Far from over

he can no longer do
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS

Originally Published: Sept.

17, 2005

ILFY BREnM

VETERAN YOUNG — Texas quarterback Vinee Young (10) took center stage in his team's narrow win over
Ohio State, throwing the game-winning touchdown with just over 2 1/2 minutes to play.

Buckeyes Face Questions After Loss To Texas

Hy MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Huge momentum swings, outatand.
ing offengive plays and dynomite defen-
wive performances helped the game
between No, 2 Téxas and No. 4 Ohio
State live up to most of its advanced
billing.

But in the end, the Buckeyes — who
had seeatched back from an varly 10-
paint deficit and heading into the final
three minntes were holding onto o lead
by their fingernails < simply conldn't
hold ofl the Longhorns, and Texas pulled
out o 2522 victory ot Ohio Stadium.

It marked the figst meeting ever
between the two college football titans,
ench of which s among the top five win-
ningest Division LA progroma of all
time. It also was No. 4 Ohio State's liest
nonconference logs in the Horseshoe
Jsiiee 1990 and the progrom’s first loss at
home in seven night contests.

Ohio State head conch Jim Trossel
proaised s tewm but lamented the abuns
danee of missed opportunities that ulti
miately cost the Buckeyes dearly

“I think you have to start with the
fuct that our kids played their hearts
out. It was a well-fought football game,”
Treasel said. “I'm disappointed thot we
had several opportunities and didn’t
cash in on enough of them to win, We're
going to hy a good football team, but
obviously we have to be more consis-
tent.”

Ty

sl had to be talking about lus
offense ur times, the Buckeyes atarl-
od n possession msule Toxas territory,
and four other times they Started within
10 yareds of midield. Yot all OSU could
gol fram those oight possesgions was five

field goals, The other three possessions
wound up in punts

There were other opportunities os
well. Ohio State speciol teams veteran
Antonio Smith missed o second-quarter
tackle on Longhorns Kickoll returner
Ramonce Taylor in the end zone that
would have been a safety, The score was
10-10 at the time,

In the third quarter, o sure touch:
down pass bounced off normally sure-
handed tight end Ryan Hamby and the
Buekeyes hid tosettle for a field goal

And the DBuckeyes allowed  the
Longhorns to get o cheap field goal
bofore halitime, pooching o kickof! in the
waning seconds ond  then  getting
slapped with a personal foul penalty on
the end of the run,

“We had our opportunitics — we just
couldn’t eash in,” said OSU offensive
lineman Rob Sims. “I's very disappoint
ing to get into the red zone and come
away with only three points, Offensive
production in the red zone — that's it
right there, We dido't get it done.”

The lack of production in the red zone
wan supposed to bo o thing of the past
with the Buckeyes' now-look offense and
their deep stable of talent

However, while OSU got some tough
vards against o staunch Texas defense, it
atill managed only 111 rushing for the
gome and didn’t appear to have the abil-
ity to pick up yardage when it was
abino CeREATY,

“This wag o tough logs especially con-
midoring how we hod them . agaimst the
ropes throughout most of the game,”
CEU center Nick Mangold said. “It just
seemied like wo couldn’t get that one big
play we needed when we needed 1t.”

The pame also was supposed to golve
the quarterback conundrum ficing the

Buckeyes but probably only added to the
controversy of whether Justin Zwick or
Troy Smith should start

For the record, Zwick started and
completed 9 of 156 passes for G6 yords
But when he eouldnt move the team
early and the Buckeyes fell behind 10-0,
Smith entered the game and immediate
ly sporked a resurgence

But he; too, fell victim in the second
half to an offensive attack that could not
cross the gool line ond Ewick returned to
the lineup midway through the third
quarter

After the game, Tressel was elusive
about how either quarterback played,
going so for aa to say he wouldn't evalu:
ate their play without grading the game
film

But Zwick said it was by design that
the two would play early.

“We knew we would each have to play
two series,” he said, “1 think it worked
waoll for us (but) it was hard o get going
tonight. We had good field position but
wore not able to capitalize.”

In the end, Zwick led six series and
the Buckeyes netted 114 yards and three
points, Smith piloted soven posseagions,
worth 121 yards and 19 pointa,

Rough Beginning For Buckeyes

Despite the fact the Buckeyes could
not capitalize on their red-zone opportu-
nitiea, the game featured a host of excel-
lent plays on both offense and defense
fram both teams

In the be ung, however, it was
Texan making most of the big plays. In
fact, the Longhorns seemed to blow right
through Ohio State in the carly going

Aftor the Buckeyes wont three-and.
out on the game's first pos
thanks to dropped passes from Ted Ginn

PN

Jr. ond Anthony Gonzales
erbarked upon an 11-play, 64-yard drive
that was nearly all quarterback Vinge
Young.

The 6-6, 233 pound junior scraombled
for 52 of those yards and helped set up
the first score of the game, o 42-yard
field goal by Dovid Pino at the 10:03
mark of the first quarter.

And there was to be more of the same,
OSU punter A, Trapasso pinned the
Longhorns back at their own 16.yard
line, but Younyg came out fining again,
this time directing o 10-play drive that
resulted in o touchdown,

The UT quarterback show, ed his
arm instead of his legs, throwing for 58
yards during the march, the last five to
receiver Billy Pittman to gave his team o
10-0 advantage with 137 remoining in
the opening period

By that time, not.only were the
Longhorns holding o 10.point lead, they

Jdooked to be on the verge of o blowout

They had already piled up 148 yards and
eaght Girst downs while the Buckeyes hud
26 yards and just one first down

But OSU got some hife on the ensuing
kickofl when Santonio Holmes returmed
it A7 yards to near midfield, and then
Texas was hit with an unsportamanlike
conduct penulty,

Thot gave the Buokeyes possession ot
the Texas 3G-yard hne, and Smith
entered the game. But a holding penalty
stunted the drive, and the team had to
settle for o 45-yard field goal from Jodh
Huston

That score seemed to spark the
defense, which finally got a stop, and the
Buckeves went back to work. This time,
Smith engineered an 80-yard drive that
coverad eight plays, includiog a 14-yard
run by Antanio Pittman on o second-and-
10 play and o 12 yoard toss fram Smith to
Gonzalez on o third and 5.

The most important play came, how-
aver, on a third-and-8 when Smith threw
o perfect pass in the corner of the end
zone for Holmes, who took the ball away
from Texas cornerback Cedric Gritlin
That touchdown play covered 36 yards
and tied the score at 10 with 8:11
remaining in the first halt,

More ||||pu||;|ntl\', it triggered o hage
momentum  swing for the Buckeyes
lays into Texas' next drive, OSU
w A Hawk stepped an front of

g pass ond returned the intercep-
tion 24 yards to the UT 18, On the pos-
sesgion after. that, Howk recovered o
fumble by Texos tailback Selvin Young to
give the Buckeyes the ball at the
Longhorns 30

Unfortunately, Ohia State couldn’t
muster any offense on either opportuni-
ty. With Smith still at the controls, the
Buckoyes nctually went backward on the
lirst possession and netted just 22 vards
on the second, squandenng o first-and-
groal situation at the Texas 6,

Huston bailed them out on both occa-
sions, hitting o 36.yard field goal and
then o 25-yarder to give the Buckeyes 16
uninswered points and o mix-point
advantage with just 35 seconds left until
halftime.

However, the OSU  kicker wan
instructed to pooch the ensuing kickoff,
and Tarell Brown felded it at the 19, He
returned it 12 yards, but then the
Buckeyes were assessed n coatly person
al foul penalty that gave Texas the ball
ot their own 46

On first down, Young connected for 36
yards to freshman taillback Jamaal
Chagrles, and the Longhor pol into
position for Pino to boot a 37-yard field
ol right before the hnlf
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS

Letting It Slip Away

Thint ghteh dodo't sevin to carry over
anbes the second bl Becinse OS5 anfety
Nute Sulley pcked oft Young on the se
ond play of the thard guarter, goving the
tuckeyes excellent hield position agiun
ot the Texus 37

“Agcinn, the oftenae Gzeled waithonldy L
vardhs i mx plavs and agiun Huston was
called upon. His 44-vord  Deld pgoal
pushied the Buckeyes” advantage back to
SIX pHInLs

That touched off o perusd where the
teams exchanged Oeld poals, The OS2
defense bent on the nest possesson
povangg up a Goyard pass play to Paittman,
who neorly broke it for o touchdown. But
Texan hod to settle for a 25:-vard Pimo
field gonl belore the Buckeyes answered
with Huston's fith three-pointer of the
mpght, a 26-yarder at the 512 mark of
the thard period, mokong 10 a0 sax-pomt
lead Tor Oluo State agan

From that pont, the game scemed to
aettle o i battle for ficld position. And
thie Buckeyes ned to be winming that
batthe as Trapasso continually  poned
this Longhorns back inside thewr own 20-
yard hine. The OSU redahurt freshman
punted four times in the gome, each time
dropping s kck anside the opponent’s
20

The Buckeyes nearly put the game
ot of rench ot the five-minute moark of
the tourth quarter, moving from ther B0
yvard line to the 2 with o first
pnd- 10 Buot the drive stalled i fact, at
lost 4 yards from there aned Huston
wis toreed o try o B0oyvard  attempt,
which saled just outside the right

L opave the Longhorns one final
mnd Youny was up to the task
Starting at his own 33, the Texas QU3 ot
his team poing with o 9yard pass Lo
Chawr on o third-and-6 play

But the dogger came at the 207
mark. Texns receiver Limoas Sweed win
let o at the line of scnimmage by 05U
cornerback Ashton Youboty, then Sulley
wins Just @ huor late on help coverage
Young's pass was  perfectly thrown,
Sweed made o twisting cateh ond the
Longhorns had a 24-yard  touchdown
Pino's PAT provided the eventual win-
gy poant and o 20-22 lend, although the
pime wasn't quile over.

The Buckeye st the ball bock, but
on o fiest-down scramble Zwick fumbled
and the Longhorns recovered, OSUs
defense held near the goal line on fourth
down, but on the next ploy, Smith was
sicked i the end zone for o safety to
aecount for the finpl score

For the game, Young hved up to has
billinge o o poasible Hewsman Trophy
canddate, throwang lor 270 vards and
two touchdowns and adding another 76
yards on the pround Zwick and Smath
combined o throw for 144 vards wnd one
seore but added only 38 more vards rush-
1

Originally Published: Sept. 17, 2005

O defense, Howk playved an excepe-
tonal pome for the Buckeyes, He had o
g -hugh 12 tackles, including thiree for
loss and two sacks to go along with hus
fumble recovery and interception. Bobby
r added 11 stops, while Donte
rand Anthony Schlegel had eight

npece

Game Notes

& No. 2 Texas was the highest rated
team Lo vigit Olio Stadinm since No, 1.
ranked lowa lost to the Buckeyes in 1985
by # 22:13 score. OSU hos now played
the No. 2-ranked team according to The
Associnted Press on 11 occamons and his
i Ted record in those games

Overall, the Buckeyes have played 62
pames against teams eonked in the A
top five and ore 24307 in those games,
including o 13 10-2 mark at home,

1t nlso marked the first logs ogainst o
top 10 team for Tressel in Ohio Stadiom
He had won his four previous games ot
home against top-10 Leams

® The loss snapped the team's streak
of A6 consecutive viclories ol home
aginst nonconference opponents. The
lnst defent ot the hands of o nonleague
foe came on Sept. 22, 1990, when the
Buckeyes dropped a 3526 docigsion to
Southern Cal

That game actually ended before the
clock read 0000 as 0 severe thunderstorm
lut the aren. After an  unsuceessivl
onside kick by the Bue i the wan-
g seconds, officials called the game

* The contest was just the seventh
mgEht game e Olwe: Stadoom and  the
first defeat wnder the lights for the
Buck s 10w the 34th mght game in
progri hastory, and the team now
shows 0 25-9 record in those contests
whiteh include bow] games )

e Huston tied o smngle-game record
with has five field goals, He ted the mark
onginally set by Bob Atha in 1981
aggmnst Indinnn and equaled last year by
Mike Nupent in the North Caroling
State game

His missed 50-yarder ended o streak
of 16 consecutive maile field gonls by
Buckeye kickers. Nugent connected on
his final nine attempls of the 2004 sea-
aon ond Huston hod nmled his first
seven tries this year before the msa

* The sellout crowd of 105 565 broke
the Ohio Stadiwm record by o mere 26
funs The previous moark was sel al
105 539 for the 20002 Michigan game

OSU has o streak of 21 consecutive
sellouts ot home und has played in front
of 14 consecutive sellout erowds overall

s Aflter selling oll 15225 programs it
prnted for the senson opener apnst
Mum (Ohio), (Mo State upped  the
order to 29000 for the Texaa gnme ond
agann gold out,

The sehoal s donating £2 from cach
snle at all four home games this month
to the Hurricane Katrina relief effort

Anthony Gwinn

A

st Minute *

Movers
. 6

614-836-7776

Residential ¢ Commercial

Phillip McDonald

Buckeye A.G. to get
the job done

“Team up with former

without any flumbles.”

Friday Night Football Fests
Buckeve Get-togethers

Pep Rall
Hayndes

Backyard Bashes

Pumpkin Hunting Expeditions
Fall Foliage Tours
Office Outings
School Festivals

Lunchtime Gatherings

Wherever fall fun takes you,
Schmidt's puts the PARTY
in your plans!

www.schmidtcatering.com
(614) 444-5050
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Continued From Page 1

accomplished their goal of moKing
Young beat them with the pass. After
rushing for 62 yards on the opening
drive, the multifoceted QB finished
with just 76 on the ground for the
e

But after letting the "Horns march
67 yorda in seven plays and put the
eventual game-winmng  score on the
board with just over 2 12 minutes to
play, the defense couldn't totally
absolve itself.

"We feel like we could have done o
lot better than what we did,” Whitner
said “We pride ourselves on stopping
the run and we protty much did that,
but we still lost the game, So anytime
you lose o game, you feel like there's a
ittle bit more you could have done”

Even Huston, who tied the OSU sin-
glesgame record with five field goals
and whose only miss was that 50
yarder late in the fourth gquarter, felt ugs
i he should have ehanged the game's
auteame.

“If' 1 make that kick, who knows how
things turn out,” Huston smd. “U'm glad
that they gave me o lot of chances, but
I could have done better”

Perhaps the lesson to be learned
from everyone’s readiness to accept
blame, then, is that — as in virtually
every loss — there wasn't one overrid-
ing factor that kept the Buckeyes from
defending their unbeaten record in
home night games,

“We have the players to do it,”
Gonzalez snid. “It's not like we don't

have the guys. Whether it's difficult or”

not, s0 what? Life s difficult — do it.
We have to get after it and score some
tonchdowns.™

Rotation Tribulations

Of all the postgame criticiuma lev-
eled at the Buckeyos — either by them-
welven or outsiders - their failure to
put the ball in the end zone would
appear to be the most legitimate,

Originally Published: Sept. 17, 2005

Turns Out Texas” Young Had Plenty Of Arm

DROPPED SPIRIT — Ohio State center Nick Mangold (66) does what a
captain should — mentors one of his teammates. Ryan Hamby dropped
what looked to be a sure touchdown pass in the third quarter of the

Buckeyes' game with Texas and took the miscue hard.
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OSU atarted cight drives from their
own 4 1-yard line or closer, half of those
in Texns territory, and got just 16
points from that advantageous field
pogition. The team’s only touchdown
a AG-yard pasa from Troy Smith to
Santonio Halmes come on o drive
thut began at the OSU 20, and even
thot almost ended early when Texas
defensive back Drew Kelson dropped o
sure interceplion

“We really felt like if we wounld have
gotten a touchdown out of one of those,
we really would have sealed the game,”
Whitner said. "Even thot last field goal

< if we had hit that, we would have
been up nine and that just gives us a lot
more leverage and lets us do a lot more
things.”

Following the.game, fans, Internet
demizens and both, local and national
medin suggestod the problem was o lock
of conmistency under center. If that was
indeed the case, none of the Buckeyes
wore saying a8 much alterward

Zwick started the game, but after
two drives that netted o total of just 26
yards and that both ended in punts, fel-
low junior Troy Smith was quickly
inserted, That brought a roar of
approval from the throngs in atten-
dance, and though he picked up just 3
yards on a quarterback keeper on his
first play from scrimmage, there
seemed Lo be u spark in the offense onee
i

Smith later rushed for 10 yards on
the drive, but a holding pennlty pre-
vented bim from ever picking up o first
down, The series did end with a 45-
yard Huston field goal, but the
Buckeyes had to go only 8 yards to do so
because of n long Holmes kickofT return
and a Texos personal foul penalty,

Tressel atayed with Smith under
center for the next four drives, and
ench of them ended with scores. Smith’s
second series was the 80-yard drive fea-
turing both the touchdown and the
near anterception, and his following
three opportunities ended in field goals

But those three drives nccounted for
only 32 total yards and came after
Longhorn turnovers. So the Buckeyes
went back to Zwick, with whom they
would stay for four of the next five dni-
ves, including the allimportant one
after Texas' go-nhead score.

Naysayers were quick to voice the
opinion that Treasel should have gone
with Smith when the game was on the
line, and they were particularly bois-
terous after Zwick’s fumble, But statis-
tically, Zwick had led OSU's second.
and third:-longeat drives of the day on
two of his last three chances, while
Smith had taken the Buckeyes just 2
yurds in three plays in his previous
_senes \|"iil'r l'l'“‘(‘r

“Any playor wants to be in the game

Cand get in the groove,” Smith smd

“Thoey want to play. But that's what
(Coach Tressel) sces, and he felt he wos
doing whit was best for the team ol
thot time”

Zwick nearly matched his counter-
purt word for word

“It's something you hoave to deal
with,” he smd, “You ask anybody and
they'll say they want to be in there all
game, You just hove to take advantage
of things while you're out there.”

Outside sentiment seems to be that
there's no way for an offense to find a
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rhythim with quarterbacks consistently
entering hnd exiting the goame,

The players involved don’t really
decin to buy such thoughts

“I can honestly soy that at no point
did | think to myself, ‘Oh; X quarter-
back’s in — maybe we won't be as offec.
tive," * Gonzalez said. "1 can honeatly
say with a complete, 100:percent
straight foce that I don't think it made
o difference in terms of who wos in. 1
think they both played well. Things
happen.”

Moving On

With the loss, dreams of on unde-
feated senson and defending home tarl
went up in o pull of burnt orange and
white,

But all is not lost, for any number of
rensons, For one, it's the nonconference
seadon « the goal of o Big Ten title is
still wlive and well, particularly with
both lown and Michigan losing the
same doy.

More III'Ip()l‘l.ﬂlllly on o national

senle, its enrly in the year, and it's not
as i OSU al prey to some unheralded
underdog. The Buckeyes were in it until
the end with another Rose Bowl con-
tender, and they did nothng to embar-
rass themeelves on o notional stage

“It certainly hurts our national title
lopes, but it doesn’t completely take
them oway,” Gonzalez said. “We still
have o chanee at o national title, It's not
like they blew ug vut, 1€ you're a voler
and a bunch of tewms have one logs, it
wonld be hard not to put us in, | think.”

That, of course, would require Ohio
State winning all of its remaining
games, That means rebounding against
San hego State, taking care of lowa at
home, coming off an open woeek Lo batile
Penn State on the rood pod, obviously,
going into Ann Arbor and emerging with
an unblemished conference record,

But that's what the Buckeyes were
planning on doing all along anyway

“It’a not like it changes,” Gonzalez
anid, “It's not like we're saying.” 'Well,
we had a loss to give and now we gave

Ohio Signatures Unlimited
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Follow Up A Great Game
With an Even Better

it I0s nothing like that, 1t just that
we had to win out o begin the season
and we still have to win out, We can
atill accomplish great things.”

That's not to minimize the sting of

the loss, It's just that so soon after o
defeat that many felt could have easi-
ly swung the other way, some
Buckeyes may have found solace in
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renlizing that there was still plensy to
play for

“It's painful because anytime you're
at Ohio State you're expected to win
every game,” Whitner said. "But you
know, we're going to bounce back from
this game. Even though we lost this
game, we still’have a chance o go to
the national championship.”
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS -

Originally Published: Sept. 17, 2005

FAFEFAF

The enerigy on the Ohiwo Stadiom
field at kickofl of the Texas game
such that both combatants needed time
to gain their bearings

It might have been more pronounced
on the Ohie State sude as the Buckeyes
wont three-and-out with two dropped
passes on balls that were well thrown
by Justin dwick

“Those things happen sometimes,”
Zwick smd. “There was a lot of energy
out there. I don't know f that was the
difference or not.”

For a variety of reasons, the O5U
offense was never truly humming.
Prosperity would be followed by o
dropped pasa or o lackh rorun orQ
poor decision, and the net result was o
paltry 265 yvards of offense and only one
touchdown despite excellent field posi-
tion for most of the game

“Eorly on, we had some dropped
balls, (hut) | don’t really think we were
out of rhivthm,” offensive lineman Rob
Sims snid, “We wore moving the ball all
right, but we'd have o dropped ball or a
misged bloek or somethimg else. When
we gob into the red zone, 1t seemed like
we made more mistakes”

=

Though it appeared on the surface

thut it wos maostly OSUs own doing, the
Longhorns defense had something to do
with it

“When we had the short field with
the turnovers, our defense kept forcing
them to kick Bield goals,” Texas head
coich Mack Brown smd. “1 thought our

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

defense fought hard and really did some
things when it had to”

The Longhorns kept it pretty buasic
against OSU but did o couple of things
here and there to serve as disruptors,

“They moved their front guys around
o dietle bat,” Zwick soid. “But | think we
picked it up pretty well after o bie.”

Wide receiver Santonio  Holmes
added, “They blitzed n little bit more
than we thought. They didn’t blitz that
much on film, but they knew the right
time ta blite toduy, That took us out of
rhythm o little nt.”

Two Heads Not Better Than One?
Much was mode heading into the
game about’ the expected rotation of
quarterbacks, and OSU did indeed
employ o double quarterback look Tor
much of the game
Zwick started the contést and fine

o dshed 9 of 16 in the passing department

for just 66 yards while Troy Smiath, who
entered the game on the Buckeyes' third
senes, completed just 5 of 11 I'nr 78
yards although he connected with
Holmes for the Buckeyes' only touch.
down of the game.
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ONE AND ONLY — Despite blanket coverage from Toexas cornerback
Cedrie Griffin (B}, Santonio Holmes gathers in the foothall for Ohio
State’s only touchdown in o 26-22 loss to Texas, Holmes led Ohio State

with four grabs for 73 yards,

The decigion not to stick with one
guy might have ultmately hart the
Buckeves becanse there was never
enough time for either one to get into
the awing of things,

“Anyone wants to be out there,”
Awick snid, “You hove to do what you
enn wlnl.t Yo' re out there nnd when
you re called on®

Smath, who was coming off a two-
game NCAA suspension, showed some
rust and made some hurred decigions
under pressure in the game. But nfter
ward, he sounded like he was comfort-
able with the coaching moves

“It worked OK,” Smith said. “When
we get the chance to moake plays, we
have to make plays. Unfortunately we
came up shert today — g o tesm. We
have to get botter”

And when Smith was pressed about
the quarterback situation, he admitted,
“It's hard to get in a Mlow,” before quick-
Iy adding, “but you have to live with it.”

Seribes poke and prod players anbout
the situation, believing that the players
truly have a favorite for the quartor-
back position, Hut to & man, there
seems to be nothing like that in the
huddle or the locker room,

“They made plays — both of them,”
senior center Nick Mangold  smd.
*Things seomed to work with both of
them dn there, | don't really have any
problom with it right now.”

The Buckeyes had the ball for just
two meaningful series in the fourth
quarter, and Zwick stecred the ship on
both.

OSU was moving the ball well until
bogizing down just inside the Texas 30,
ood Zwick missed a wide-open Roy Hall
on third-and-14. It might pot have
picked upsthe needed yourdage, but it
would have put Josh Huston in o much
more favorable position than the 50-
yard field-gonl attempt he was left foae-
ng

Huston pushed it just wide right,
and Texos scored a go-ahend touchdown
on ity next drve

“If 1 make that kick, who knows how
thinga turn out,” said Huston, who hoat-
ed o school recorddAying live three

pointers before that, “Fm glad that they
pave me o lot of chances, but I*could
have done better.

“Diatance was never o problem. 1t
n GO-varder in warmups going to the
north end and o S6-yarder going south,
So 1 can kick it that far, 1 just didn’t hit
[ g

Zwick came back i with 2201 left on
the clock and the biall at the OB 31 but
fumbled after being forced out of the
pocket by Drew Kelson, The ball was
pounced on by UTs Brion Robison, and
the next time Ohio State took pogsea-
son it was on its own L-yard line with
Just 25 seconds to play

While many fans lamonted that
turnover, Zwick wassnot }plully to
blame.

1 Felt like we were going to win when
we hod that last drive,” said receiver
Anthony Gonzalez, "I honestly felt like
we were going to win. Justin may have
fumbled the football, but he was looking
ut me, and 1 didn't beat my man

“That's something | have to deal
with, 1 told him, ‘Blame it on me if you
want because | didn't get open” I know
thot. This is tough. This is not the fun
part.”

Is That Miss Or Misses?

Ohio State was its own worsl enemy
on a mumber of occasions bogging down
i the red zone and fai w do the
Uhings necessiry th win Zame

One of the h‘lg plays came when
Zwick hit tight end Ryan Hoamby right
on the numbers in the end zone. The
ball bounced off Hamby's chiest and into
the alr, but as it came down at looked

Tike the OSU senior would still be able

o come down with it

Instend, he was blagted hv UT cor-
aerbock Cedre Grllin and lost the foot-
ball

“l thought we had a touchdown
tthere),” Zwick said. “Sometimes things
happen. I we run that play in practice
10 tumnes, he eatehes it 10 times.”

Smith said he made it o point to keep
Hamb & up alter the play.

“You can’t dwall on things that are
over,” Smith said. “We have to move for.
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ward. Ryan hos been here from day one,
und he's o grent person and o groot
plaver. He's our starting tight end and
he's not going anywhere, 11 the play
||.|]||\1'||1'l| like that agmn, we'd throw it
to him agmin.”

There alwo n poir of hju'l'l-ll
teama blunders by the normally relinble
Antonio Smith, who had o hold on «
kick return by Ted Ginn Jr. ond missed
o tackle on Texas return man Ramonee
Taylor that would have reaulted in o
aofety. But Taylor pot away and was
able to bring the boll all the way out to
the 35-yard line

| was pumped,” Huston smd. *1
thought we had him. He took it like

Wi

four yards deep, and we had hiom. He
pot away and mode o big play for
them.”

OSU getthing for five fiold gonls and
coring just one todchdown hammered
home the point about taking advantage
ol opportunmtics

"We've got to capitalize, man,”
Haolmes smid, “We have to exeente plays
i lot better, and V'm confident we will.”

Gonzalez snid he was surprised at
junt how poorly the Buckeyes are ploy-
inge in the red zone thas far in 20006, In
the senson opener against  Minmi
(O, Just two of their five redazone
Prips rosulted s touchdowns, Against
Toxas, they woere inside the red zone
three tmes and filed to erpss the goal
line

When we were 1in eamp, we did o
pood job in the red zone,” Gongalez
iid: “For whatever reason, though,
we're Just not executing right now
That's the difference i my opiion

Originally Published: Sept. 17, 2005

“1 believe we won the turnover miar
pin, and we were outrushing them for
most of the game, and we won the spe
cinl teams in my mind. So what s
there? We didn't get ot done in the red
gone. That, we have to lind a way to et
done.”

If most of the ofTensive wounds had-
n't been selfinficted, the pan might
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b easter to deal with

“It was uwsaally something stupd
that we're better than,” sod Sims
“Those things sometimes happen early
i the sendon, but we have to get better
ot”

The loss was definitely demoralizing
for Ohio State, which entored the game
ranked fourth in the nation While

national title hopes aren't completely
dashed, they are dummed quite o kit

But the Buckeyes want to prove that
they aren't dead yvet

"It ot like we're never going to
pat the searlet and gray on agan,
Trov Smith smd. “We have San Diego
State next woeok, and that's a g
game”
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS -

Young’s Heisman Candidacy Alive And Well

Baosed in large part on lua per

tormance agmnst Mchwgon i the
Vince Young soine eo s senson~ INSIDE
joted e Hisman Trophy hope-. gy DEFENSE
with
Eric Loughry

Certainly no  disrespect. was
meant, but Ohio State Linebacker
Hobby Carpenter stated the goal of
the OSU defense was to derail
Youngs Heisman campaign, menn-

ing the Buckeyes' chances Tor a win
appeared solid of they shut down Young.

Unfortunntely for the Buckeves, he leit Columbus remoin:
g a viable candidnte

Young completed 18 of 27 passes for 270 yards and two
touchdowns, offsetting hig two interceptions in the Longhorns’
2522 win on Sepl. 10

‘He made his plays,” OSU cornerbuck Ashton Youboty said,
“I don’t think he hurt himself. Whatever other Heismon vune
nersups ire competing agninst him, he's wherever he was when
he ¢

The Buckeyes were well aware Young was o threat on the
ground ofter he seampered for 192 vards and four touchdowns
againet Michigan in the Rose Bowl, leading his team Lo a comes
from-behind 3837 victory and winning game MV honors.

But while Young ran for 1LO79 yards Inst season — averag-
ing BOH w game = his arm romained suspect. He completed
598 pereont of his passes but averaged just 126 vards por com.
pletion and 7.4 vards per attempt, In addition, he had nearly as
many interceptions (11) as pasgsing touchdowns (12)

“We really didn’t think he could beat us throwing the ball, so
we really dored him to throw the ball,” strong safety Donte
Whitner sid

Young took that dare as o challenge, and the end result was
thie Buckeyes™ fiest o nference loss ot home sinece 14990
Along the way, he threw for 270 yards, just 19 shy of his per-

WEE i dd

HAWK TAKES FLIGHT — Ohio State linebacker A,
Hawk (47) leaps over a fallen Texas recciver after
picking off Longhorns quarterback Vinee Young in
the second quarter. Hawk finished the night with a
game-high 12 stops, a fumble recovery and a pick.
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WE MAKE ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS
oiting iets it mood for  peciure perbed wiskding

aonal high set agminst Kansas an 2003

“I'think because of our scheme, as far
a8 nol trying o have him o, have
throw more, | think he actaally hurt us o
little Wt throwing,” OSU defensive end
Jday Richardson smd. “And we should
have gotten o hittle more pressure, and
that's on the front four”

Young added 76 rushing yards, with
42 of those comung on & run on the
Longhorng' first drive to set |||,1 a hield
goal. Young was limted to just 22 yards
wfler halftime, though, with the real
damage being done through the air

"Obwviously he's o greot runner, and
tomght he showed he's o great poasser,”
sod OS5 AllLAmeriea linebacker A
Huwk, who led the Buckeyes with 12
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tackles and had an interception and a
fumble recovery that both set up scores.
“He threw the ball well on us when he
needed to.”

When he needed to most, at the end of
anmie and with his team trailing 22-
. Young threw extremely well.

Texas took over possession ol the ball
at its own 33vard line after OSU kicker
Josh Huston wos wide rigght on o 50-yoard
attempt with 500 remainiog in the
game, A firsp-down pass interference call
on cornerback Tyler Everett moved the
ball to the Texas 48, but the Buckoyes
held the Longhorns on their next two
plays to just 4 yards
But wlu'n faced with a thirdsand-6 ot
i bt freshaman running
ack Jamaal Charles for o @-yard gain to
sustain the drive. Six plays later, with
second-and-9 at the Buckeyes' 24, Young
rolled left and tossed the ball to Limas
Sweed, who had a step on Youboty down
the loft sideline. Safety Note Salley
prvived just after the ball i the end
zone, but Sweed held on for what would
prove (o b the winning score,

“When we needed to stop them, we
didn't,” Hawk said. “That wis the bottoni
line tonight.”

Young, who haa now directed five
fourth-gquarter eome-from-befiind touch-
down drives during has coreer at Texas,
said he always thought-his team would
come through

“Basically, we've been through this,
man, and 1 was walking down the side
line before that drive, wlling the guys
thot we were going to get another
chanes,” he said, “On the touchdown,
Swoeed just came ofl the ball right good
and made o great play for us”

The Buckeyes were in o Covers2
defense on the touchdown, meaniog
Youboty was responsible for Swesd off
the line of serimmage and then Salley
was to pick up coverage downfield

“It wasn't really a good reroute on my
part,” Youboty said. “I didn’t buy the
salety cnough time to get over top, and
(Young) just made o play ™

Young said he was surprised that
‘l’llllh\t‘\' let Sweed Ko

“Working all week, that was the first
time | had seen them go to the
(recetver) oll might,” he said, “Be I:-n.ul]l\'
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXA

they went to the go-to and blitz, and
dropped back in the zone. Aguin, Swoeed
made the play.”

Hin receiver may have made the play

and the twisting catch while falling to
the ground was. o good one, But Young
placed the ball perfectly just over
Youboty and out of the reach of Salley.

“If it wisnt thrown there, there's no
way (Sweed) wos going to make that
play,” Salley said. “He threw it right
where only his receiver could have got
the ball, and Sweed mado a great cateh,”

Salley eredited Young's demeanor
with the game on the line.

“He docan't let himself get oo emo-
tionnl or too hyped up,” Salley said, “He's
always very relaxed and calm. You seo
that in all very good quarterbacks —
espocinlly when the pressure’s on

“You sec that in hom, and he did &
great job of that today, staying cool and
belioving he was going to make the big
play.”

Overaggressive To Start

Prior to the game-winning score, the
Texna offense had been held in check
from most of the final three quarters,
The first period was o different story,
however, as the Longhorns took o 10-0
lend with scores on their first two pos-
sessions

After the Buckeyes' offense went
three-and-out on its first turn, Texas cov-
ered 64 yards 52 on three runs by
Young — in 11 playe nnd took a 3-0 lead
on a A42yard field goal from David Pino,

Young started Texos' next dreive with a
ddeyard completion to Billy  Pittman,
putting the ball ot the Texas 49. The
drive ended with a S-yard touchdown

i
W
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strike from Young to Pittman,

“Cloming out in the firat quarter, 1 felt
our defense was just overnggressive,”
Youboty said. "We were trying o out-
physical them and our overaggressive-
ness hurt us ™

That eagerness to moke o g play led
to some from Young,

“The adjustment was just guys being
where they're supposed to be and just
carrying out their assignments, and not
Lrying to overpursue, not trying to get a
kill shot on him,” Whitner said. “You
hnve to leverage the ball nnd stay out-
gide when you're supposed to be outside
because Vinee Young likes to bounce out-
side, Thot's what we started to do”

So there were not dradtic alterations
to the defense, and like the Michigan
game last season when the Wolverines
seored on their first two posseasions but
were then shut down for most of the
game, the defense regrouped.

“The schemes stayed the same, We
pretty much ran the same plays, but we
just kind of got more confident,” Salley
said. “We relaxed a little bie”

When the defense sottled in, it
appeared Young and Texas were coming
undone.

After OSU tied the game ot 10, Texas®
ensuing possession ended when Young
threw an interception  to Hawk.
Pressured by defensive end Mike Kudla,
Young threw the ball right to the OSU
linebacker, who returned it 24 yards o
the UT 18

“1 would have liked to take my inter-
coption back for a touchdown,” Hawk
sand. “That would have helped us out o
lot.”

Instead, the Buckeyes settled for a

o
A iy
o

£
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field goal from Huston. On the second
play of the Longhoms’ next possession,
Richardson foreed o fumble by running
back Selvin Young and Hawk was there
for the recovery ot the Texas 30. Another
field goal gave the Buckeyes a 16-10
lead.

Then, on the second play from serim-
mage after halftime, Salley intercepted
o pass from Young that had been tipped
by Carpentor.

“I think we had o good rhythim going,
enpecinlly getting those turnovers and
getting pressure on Vinee Young,” Salley
anid. “That helped us out o lot.”

Not enough, though,

"We pride ourselves on getting
turnovers and winning the turnover
margin,” Whitner said. “Hardly ever in
Ohio Stadium will you win the turnover
margin and lose. We had field goals
when we would have liked to have
touchdowns, but that’s the way it goes
sometimes”

Texas hns mode o recent habit of los.
ing the turnover battle but winning the
war.

“We loat thiee turnovers and it's hard
to win football goames if you lose
turnovers 3-0.7 snid UT head conch
Mack Brown, whose team actually lost
the turnover battle 3-1. “But we did it
240 ngainst Michigan in the Rose Bowl
and 3-0 tonight.”

Applying The Pressure

The Buckeyes kept Young and
Texos relotively in check for the third
quarter, save for a Gl-yard pass to
Pittman on o crogsing route that set
up a field goal; making the score 19-

16 - y

The Longhorng’ next two posses-
sions yiclded just 3 yards each, and
nothing came out of o short 25-vard
drive after that

During that streteh, the Buckeyes
were able to put some big hits on
Young, but at 6-6, 233 pounds, he was
able to absorb the blows.

“I thought we got a lot of hits on
him,” Richardson soid, “In the third
quarter, he was hurting a little bit,”

He was knocked woozy for a couple
of seconds in the late going and stum-
bled his way to the sideline. But he
cleared his head and would come back
to hurt OSU.

“We hit (Young) a couple of times
pretty good where he was slow getting
up,” snid Hawk, who tallied two of the
Buekeyes' three sacks in the game
“But he's a good player and keeps com-
ing buck, and that's what makes good
players like that. They come back and
they know they're going to get hit and
they keep playing.”

The Longhorns finished with 382
total yards, o lot of it coming from
Pittman, who had 130 yards and a
touchdown on five receptions, Besides
Young, though, Texas managed just 39
rushing yards between runming backs
Charles, Selvin Young and Henry
Melton

But in the end, it came down to Texas
final drive when Young made the play
that won the game.

"1 felt like our defense played 3 1/2
quarters of great football and allowed
one drive to ruin lh.: pgame,” Richardson
anid
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Throughout the season, BSH is
publishing excerpts of head coach
Jim Tressel's postgame press confer-
ences. Here is what he had to say
following the loss to Texas,

Jim Tressel: “1 think you have to
start with the fuet that our kids played
thoir hearts out and played hard and
fought hard nnd played against a vory
tough foatball team in Texas, Tip the cap

- their kids played extremely hard

“It was o well-fought football game. It
wan disappointing that we had nany
opportumities and didn’t cash in on
enough to win. We've gol great seniors
and excellent leaders hike the (co-cap-
tmins) mitting here and we're going Lo
have a good football team, but obviously

Originally Published: Sept. 17, 2005

Tressel Will Wait To

Assess QB Situation

we have o be much more consistont
than we were thig evening.”

Q. What led to the decion to go with
Juntin Zwick at quarterback on the final
drve in the fourth quarter?

JT *We had discussions throughout
the course of the whole evening ns to
who would have opportunities, and |
can't give you one particular reason for
it We just thought at that moment it
was the best thing te do and I'm not
exnctly sure which drive you mean, but

. Oh, on the fumble? We just thought
that was the way to go right at that
point.”

Q. Can you talk about the first quar.
ter. Texas was up 100 and Troy Smith
almost throws the interception, but you
battled back down the field and eventu:

BEXLEY MONK

RESTAURANT & BAR

LOLEE AT T LT

TOP TEN
DINING

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

w/haked potato & wedge salad $12.95

Mon.-Fri. 4.30.7:30
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MONDAY
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Guiness Draft §2
TUESDAY
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w/lries & shaw $10
Long Islands §4
DNESD
1/2 Rack BBQ Ribs
w/lries & slaw S10
Miller Lite Draft 1

THURSDAY

100z Prime Rib

House Wine §4

FRIDAY
Two Loaded Brats
w/potato salad $10
Hosters Gold Top 52

Jean Music - General Manager
Sean Mosier - Manager
Denver Adkins - Executive Chet

2232 East Main Street
Bexley, Ohio 43209
p: 614.239.6665

ally tied the game, Can you talk about
the importance of that drive?

JT: “We knew that it was going to be
a long battle. Our guys, even when we
wete down 1040, wo kivew we werd going
to fight our way back in it and putting
that drive together and scoring that
touchdown, that gave us the proof that
we needed that it indesd wos going to
happen,

*I thought throughout the whole
course of the game there wias a beliel foe
tor there that we were gomng to get it
done, and we didn’t come’ up with some
of the plays to do it, but it wasn't because
our kida dido't prepare and it wasn't
because they didn’t fight because they
did both of those things.”

Q. Did you ever feel like you had
Vinee Young fijgured oot after the first
quarter? It seemed at least from time to
time after that you had him stymied.

JTS “Our guys did a good job mixing
things up. They did o good job at Limes
I thought the fact that we cauvsed the
turnovers we did, if we would have done
u better job of making touchdowns, it
would have come out o dilferent way.

“I thought our defense did a good job
and fought like erazy and came up with
things that we needed, such ag field posi-
tion and turnovers and we didn't get it
done ™

Q. Could you assess the play of the
two quarterbacks separately?

JT5 “Oh, probably not, You'd have to
o back and wateh the film. There were
some times where we didn't do what we
needed Lo do and there were ather Limes
where we did. We're a little bit too close
to the situntion without the luxury of
witching it o be able to go back and
(nasesn their pulurnumu s} play by
play.”

Q. In using both guys one of those
things where if you win, it looks inge-
nious, and if you don't, people are goyg
o second-guess it a lot more hike many
things in coaching?

JT: “1 suppose like anything, when
they work, it was o good idea, and when
they didn't work, it wasn't, | think what
you hiwve to do, whenever you make deci-
sions, s always go back nnd talk about
why you.made the decigions and where
they were right and where they perhaps
woeren't right, Same thing when you eall
o play or when you call o blitz or what-
ever it happens to be, but that's what we
do. We go back and work to get better -
evalunie ourselves”

Q. Not to take anything away [rom
Texas, but as you leave here tonight, s
this o game thot will haunt you” Do you
believe that you let it get away, that this
wnone you should have won”

JT: “We think we're capable of win-
ning every game. [ don’t know what that
word "haunt” means exactly, but it disap-
points me becauso of these guys sitting
at this table right now and those guys
that are semors that have done sueh n
great job of getting us prepared for tns
[

“We didn't come through for them. 1
don't know about getting haunted, but
it's disappointing.”

Q. How damaging is this loss? 1t s
just one game, but Michigan lost today
and lowa lost, and it looked hike the ron-
way was elear, If you won this game, you
could set sail. How do you look at it?

JTE “The runway e full of gomes. We
didn’t get this one done and that's the
foet and we have to get ofter it next
woeek, We have a lot we can accomplish,
and 1 know our guys know that.”

Q. Could you talk a httle it about

Sales & Service
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WELCOME TO COLUMBUS — Head conches Jim Tressel and Muack
Brown have a brief pregame meoting at midfield. The game between
the Buckeyes and the Longhorns was the first in history between the

two college football powerhouses,

the fuctors thot led 1o Ted Ginn Jr. not
being o bigger factor in the game?

JT *Ola, nok exactly. 1 could sit hore
and | suppose we could put a film on. 1
can't think of any times whoere you're sit-
ting there sayving, ‘Goah, Ted was wide
apen’ or whatever it happens to be. Ted's
the guy who's going to go out there, he's
going to run his route or ron his bloek or
do what he has to do, Wo'll see how he
geaded out. I think he did Garly well, We
were looking for ways to get him the ball
and Santonio (Holmes) and Tony
(Gonealez) and everyvoue else, It obvious:
Iy wnsn't by design we wanted him to
have less, that's for sure.”

Q. Talk ubout your defonse — in par-
ticulor AuJ. Hawk ond Nate Salley with
the turnovers

JT “They were hitting like crazy.
They were playing as hard ns you could
possibly play and U'm sure the guys from
Texas will tell you it was a physical
game. Both teams were physical. And

NORTH STAR

VISION CENTER

NORTHWEST
1910 Crown Park Court

614-326-1830

NORTHEAST
1680 Schrock Rd.

614-882-2223

Saouihern Vielon Coer
105 Groant Southoarn Bivd,

614-491-3435

Comprohensive Eye Exams
Contact Loenses & Fashlion Eyewosr
Spealal Attention to Children
Laser Surgery Consultation .
Treatment of Eye Discases
Emergencies Walcome

Personalized

Care Is Our Focus

agin, | tip my cap to Texas because they
fought for 60 minutes, Loo.

“But Naote and A.J. and Bobby
(Corpenter) and all those guys, they
were playing their hearts out. You don't
really Know how much we appreciate
that. They're extraordinary people.”

Q. Do you think the last field-goal
attempt by Joah Huston (o 50-yarder
that smled just wided could hove put the
noilin thom or not?

JTE Lithink it would have been big,
bt ats like 1 told Joah, U'm not as disap-
pointed with a miss there as [ was with
the fact that we didn’t get him closer. |
don’t ever worry too much about whal
someone e¢lse didn't do. We didn’t get him
eloser, and that's what is an disappoint-
ing to mo pa anything s

“If we weren't going to score o touch-
down, we needed to make it a lot eloser
field goal and we dido’t, and I feel bad
about thot, Josh Huston should feel good
about his performance tonight ™

Q. Defensively, did you expect Vince
Young to throw for 270-s0me odd yards”
Wouldn't people have expected if Youny

was going to get that many yards, most of

it would have come on the ground? Was
that something vou expected this week”
JTY “Wall, T think when you have to
put people into the box to stop his run,
there are times when the poss (defense)

i# going to be a little bit valnerable, and
they have good backs and that type of
thing and =o 1 thought (Young) did a
gmul jobs throwing the ball

“"He's o good football player. He
played hoard, and you could ¢ was
getting hit and beat up and iu-pl COming
back, and | Just have a lot of respect for
him. And his team won tonight.”
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The Numbers Game

Texas 25, Ohio State 22

Sopt. 10, 2005 ~— Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo
i 3

Score by Quarters 4 F
TEXAS .10 - § 3 9 - 25
OHIO STATE o 16 [ 0 — 22
First Quaiter

UT = Pino, 42 yard Nl goal, 10:03; 11 plows, B4 yards; 3.54 TOP,
ur Pittnan, & yind pass Trom V. Young (Pino kick), 137, 10 plays,
B4 yands, 403 TOP.
Second Quarter
05U = Huston, 4% yara field goal, 14.17; 5 plays, 8 yards, 213 TOP.
OSU — Molmes, 36 yard pass from T.5muth (Muston kick), 8:11, 9
Ploys, B0 yMas, 225 100
OSU — Huston, 36 yard ekt godl, 4:33,.4 plays, -1 yaed, 1.55 TOP.
OSU « Huston, 25 yard fiekd goal, 0035, 9 plays, 22 yards, 314 TOR
UT — Pino, 37 yaa Geld goatl, 0.02; 4 plays, 24 yands, 0:20 100
Third Quarter
08U « Huston, 44 yard field o, 11 46; O plays, 11 yards, 2:.33 TOP.
UT = Ping, 25 ywd Dt g0, 7:306. 7 plsys, 72 yards, 4:10. TOR
08U = Huston, 26 yord liedd gom, 512, 7 plays, 45 yards, 2:10 TOP
Fourth Quarter
UT — Sweed, 24 yard pass fiom Voung (Pino Kick), 2,37, T plays, GT yads, 2:23 100
ur Sofety, Troy Smith lackied in end fooe, 0019
Aty — 105 665
Waoather — 70 dagiees, clean and pleasant. wind, 4 mph liom the £/NE

Toam Statistics

ur osu
Flist Downs 19 13
Hushing 8 5
Passing B A
Penalty 3 o
Rushos-Yanils 38112 36111
Passing Yards 270 144
Passes (Att.Comp, Int,) 29182 26-140
Offensive Plays 67 62
Total Net Yards a2 255
Third Down Efficiency 412 515
Fourth Down Efficlency 01 00
Punts 4.38.0 @395
Fumides-Lost 41 31
Penaitios 430 a8
Time of Possession 30:09 20:81

Individual Statlstics.

RUSHING (At-Mat Yds.) — UT: V voung 20-76; Chates 1020, 5 Young 5 11; Malton 2.2, Team 1
13). OSUW: Pitman A7 75 TSmidh 1327, Iwick S11; Ginn Jr, 14-2)

PASSING {Comp.-Att. int.Yde -TD) — UT: V.¥ouny 291822702 08U Zwick 1590660, T.Smith
11507181

RECEIVING (Rec.Ydu.) — UT: Chiares G069, Pittman 5 130, Sweed 340 R Twlor 2.3, Carter 113,
D homas 19, OSU; Holmes 472, Gonraler 2.33; Hall 219 Hamiby 2-9; Ginn b, 29, Pitman 21

PUNTING {No.-Avg-Long) — UT: McGee 4 38 044 08U: Trapasso 4 39 543

PUNT RETURNS (NosYds.) = UT: A Ross 11 OSU: Ginn b 18

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds,) — UT: T Hown 350, R Taylor 135 OSU: Holmaes 3100, G Ji, 382

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds)— UT: Robison 14 0SU: Himk 10,

INTERCEPTIONS (No.Yds.) — UT: None. O8U: Hawk 124, Salley 10

SACKS — UT: Crowoler 213, D Kelgon 16, OSU: Howk 210, Whither 1.5

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds,) — UT: Crowiter 3 5 10; Kelson 16, Wight 144, A Ross 100 AHas
11 M Gritlio 005 1. OSU; Hawk 312 Campafter 26, Whitner 1.5

TACKLES [Solo-Asst. Tot.) — UT: M Geitfin 46 10, AMarnis 617, Crowder 527, C Galfin 516
1 Brown 426, HUtt 145 Ketson 314, A Hoss 30-4; Gobing 2.24; Robison 224; Okam 1.3
£ Jackson 1O Waght 1401, Cnivlos 10-4; Oibbies M‘l Maler 001 Andfirde 01 DThomas O 1
1 MeGee 011, OSU: Hawk 7512, Corpertet- G011, Whitner_7-18: Schiegel 5 38, Everell 338,
Siiey 32:6; Youboty 303 Kudla 2 1 3; DoPattesson 12-3; Hichirason 1-2-3; Pitcock (-3, lrnhm o
22 ASmim 101; Teny 101; Davsn 101 Penton O 11

Pu'rms IN THE GAME - TEXAS: Defense, Crowter, Okoam, Wright, Robison, Bobino, A Harrs,
Wetson, 1 8oown, C.G0MGN, MLGHETIN, Hutl, McGee. Olense, Sweed, R Tador, Scolt. Studdard, Sendhiin,
Allan, Blatock, D Thomas, Cartes, VYoung, Pittman, Pino, Reserves, Meier, Coshy, Nordgien, Nojones,
£ Jackson, M Metton, Fordman, S Young Chanes, Ma Gilfin, Faster, B Johnson, A Ross, Myers, H Melton,
Willobiow, A Hall, Andeade, E Hall, Garein, Sctvioeder, Winston, Hils, Utiman, Tweedie, Janszen, Dibbies,
Ocibpo. OHIO STATE: Offonse, Holmes, Datish, Suns, Mangoly, Downing. Barton, Hamby, Ginn Jr., Zwick,
Pittman, Gonesez, Huston, Defense, D Pattéraan, Green, Pcock, Kudlp, Campenter, Schiegel, Mk,
Youboty, Cverett, Salicy, Wiutner, Trapasso, Reserves, Jenking, Hall, T.5mith, A.Smith, Robinsan, Lyons,
Lane, Mache, L s, Hardey, NPati . C Lukens, Sehiittker, Toerry, Hoobler, Karr, Norman, Conroy,
Retnng, Robiskee, B Smith, White Jr., Penton, Richardson

Season Statistics

2005 Game-By Game
Date _ Opponent _____Result/Time Crowd
Sept. 3 (B) MIAMY OHIO) LR 104,605
Sept, 10 (4) TEXAS (2) L, 2522 105,565
Sepi. 17 SAN DIEGO ST I pm
Sept 24 0WA oA
Oct. B ot Peon State 1 ot 745 p.m
Oct. 15 MICHIGAN STATE ToA
Oct, 22 atIndana THA
0ct, 29 a0 Minnesota THA
Nov.5  ILLINDIS TBA
MoV, 32 NORTHWESTERN  TBA
Nov. 19 at Michigan ipm,

OS5 gameday AP fankIng i N padenthess

Db e OppONEn, Whide the dpponant’s (anking is
afer the name
Team Statlstics
; o0 Opp
First Downs ar 40
Rushing 16 12
Passing 20 24
Parally 1 4
Average Fer Game /Rush 1355 BO.0
Avetage Por Game/Pass 1830 00
Total Otfense 637 (680
Totat Piays 128 141
Mverage Per Game JI8 5 00
Mot age Pot Play 50 AR
Penaitnes Yards 10104 BoH
Fimtles Loat %3 + 82
B Down Efficiency 10425 12/29
Percentage A% 41%
Ath Down ETficency 11 0/2
Percerage 100% 0%
Sacks Yards 856 423
Tine of Possesson A, 2957 30,03
1 2 3 4 07 Tet
026 20 0 = 8 % 0
D 3 3.20.~ 3198
ames " Tolad .
2 0260 105,130
[} .y
2 21!1.250 105,130
Individual Statistics
lmung o __jjt_ lm AV mw um
Antono Patman M ,1.'\ 56 0 A7
Jittin Jwich 10 M 16 (1] 12
Triry Senath (S T S T A ¥
Mauricg Wellty 10 14 [ 6

Ted (nn e '] 2.3 0
Acthsry, Ggng ey

randan Schodtker

Ay = B
é s
&

Lot

4
i
4
1
1
05U Totals 72 211 38 i 17
68 2

Shown Lane 20 0 F
Tear 0 0
OPP Totals 4 160 24 1 2
Recelving ec. Net Avg 1O long
Santong Holmes 9 147 163 2 36
Ted Ginn Jr. T M o320 1- 42
Aihony Gonralez | 2 Wi o0 N
Fowy Hall i 42 60 0o N
Fyan Hamby a 15 60 0 6
Avionio PaUman i 6. 20,0 5
05U Totals ¥ 6 w2 3 4@
OPP Totals 42 520 124 3 @2

Scomng  TD EPK_EPR_E EPP FG | P'IS
Josh Huston !I 5 ;] - - J'H ‘b
Santonio Holmes. 2 - e B 1
Brangon Schnittker § - - - . [}
Donte Witner 1 - - - - (]
Ted Ginn Je i = = . = i
05U Tolals 5 85 — = 14 56
OPP Totals 4 M - - 31N M
Passing__ Comp. At Pel. Yds. TDINT Rating
JustinZwk 26 18 G4 221 1] 12069
Tray Smith § 11 455 T8 10 102
Todd Bosckman & 7 T14 67 10 19897
OSUTotals 36 56 643 366 31 13329
OPPTolals 42 73 676 520 33171

FGDistance 029 3039 4049 50+  Total
Josn Huston 44 11 22 01 18
05U Totals 4 11 22 04 T8
OPP Tolals 11 1 3 0 N

Punting ~ Ne.  Yds. Avg Bk Long

A Tiapasso (1] ‘_H d98 o 44
05U Totals L] 219 398 0 a4
OPP Totals 11 48 380 0 S0
Interceptions  Mo. Yids. Avg Tl l‘D Long
Diantis Whiner 1 M 260 "%
At Hawk! 1 24 M0 D Pl
Nt Saliey | 0,00 0 0
QSU Totals 3 50 187 1 26
OPP Totals 1 0 00 0 0
Punt Returns ____ No. Yds. Avg. TD_ Leng
Ted Gonn Jr, 12 97 0 14
Santono Holmes 1 11 110 o0 1N
05U Totals 4 40 W00 0 14
OPP Totals 2 1 56 0 10
Kichoff fietums No. Yds. Avg. TO Long
Ted G . 4 9 M40 0 46
Santonk Holrmes 3 100 363 0 a7
MACOUm ey 1 M oA 0 M
OSU Totals B 219 299 0 47
OPF Tolals 7 135 193 0 38
Detentive Leaders § Solo Ast. m___'l'f!._!d_n___lpp
A Howk 12 ‘il AN 308
Bobty Carpenter 9 & 14 3016 1010
Anthoery Schiegel 6 7 13 151 107
Ashion Youboly 9 211 1m -
o Whitnes [} 1 10 2012 2042
Nate Salley 5 4 9 -
Tybet Evereft 4 & B >
Mk Kudiia 1 5 8 108 1048
Crusien PAcoch 2 5 1 152
Malcotm denking 2 3 5
Lay Richardson I3 4
DevdPatibson =~ 2 2 4
Brandon Undorwond ‘2 1 4 -
Marcut Green - 2, 3 1.0:4
John Kaee A 23+ 3 =
05U Totals 78 62 140 1568 856
OPP Totals B4 54138 1450 41
Fumbles Forced

1= AJ. Howk, Mike Hudla, Jay Rhardson
Fumbles Recovered
1 — A). Hawh, Marcus (vien,

Blocked Kicks
Nono
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‘ SERVICE
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BSB Quotebook: Toxas 25,-Ohio State 22 - . - .-

Ohio State hoad coach Jim Trossel's assess-
ment of the game: “It's disappointing. We didn't
ot this done and that's the fact. We stlll have &
lot we can accomplish, though, and | know our
Euys know that.”

Texas head coach Mack Brown's assessmont of
the gamae: “You've got to give Ohio State credit.
Jim had those guys ready to play. They played like
he likes to play — they forced turnovaers, thay
wore groat in their kicking games and they took it
down to the wire."

Texas quarterback Vince Young on what was
golng through his mind as he prepared to embark
on what Id be the winning touchdown drive:
“Just pitehing in my man, do not turn the ball over,
take care of the ball, just find the plays and take
it m play at a time. Wa've got some groat athletes
on our side of the ball, Just in my head, just say-
ing, ‘Man, do not turn the ball over.' That was the
only thing in my head.”

08U safoty Nato Salley on Young's perfor-
mance, which included 270 yards through the air
and 76 more on the ground: “He's a very tough
guy. Obviously, he can run waell but he's also
Improved his throwing. He did & very good job on
us.”

Texas recoiver Limas Sweed on his game-win-
ning cateh in the fourth quarter: “It was a great
feol, you know, but it just goes back to practice.
We do that every day in practice, so it really was
nothing. Just like another day in practice.”

Brown on the same subject: "It was a great
catch but it was also a groat read and throw. It
wasn't the primary read and Vince took it all the
way across the field and laid it up over the outside
shoulder and made a tremendous pass.”

05U kicker Josh Huston on his 50-yard miss
after connecting on a school record-tying fiye
fiold goals earlier In the game: "It wasn't any-
thing where | had to change my form or do some-
thing different. | just didn't got through on it and
pushed it a little right. Coach (Tressel) told me
that ha should've got us closer, but when it
comes right down to it, | should have made it.”

Brown on the performance of Huston: “Gosh,
is he good. | know he's got a sixth year, and | can
see why they gave him one.”

05U offensive lineman Rob Sims on Huston:
“It is nice to know he is a reliable kicker and
glvas us points when we need him. He is proving
himself as one of the top special teams players
in the country. Wa just usaed him a little much
tonight. We needed to turn at loast one of those
field goals into a touchdown.”

STRETCHING 1T OUT — Ohio State quar-
terback Justin Zwick takes off with the foot-
ball during the Buckeyes' showdown with
Texas. Zwick completed 9 of 15 passes for 66
yards and added 11 yards rushing.

05U quarterback Troy Smith on his first action
since the Michigan game last November: "It felt
great. Declsionrmaking Is still a big part of my
game that needs improvement. But other than that
it falt great.” .

05U quarterback Justin Zwick on sharing the
positional duties with Smith: “I think it worked
well for tha most part. | think we both did some
good things and we both did some things we'd like
to have back. | think both of us would like to play,
but it's not up to us, We have to keep working hard
and seo what happens.”

Young on the comment attributed to 05U line-
backer Bobby Carpenter that the Buckeyes' goal
was to make sure the Toxas QB was no longer a
Helsman Trophy candidate after the game: “Trash
talk always inspires me, That's where I'm from,
just growing up, hearing things like that. But
Carpenter knows and he did a great job playing a
groat game.”

Young on whether the Ohio Stadium crowd was
the loudast he had sver heard: “0Oh, no. We've had
worse. Playing in the Rose Bowl, playing at (Toxas)
A&M, Arkansas — it's always loud. Wa're used to
[ S -

0SU center Nick Mangold on the brewing quar-
terback controversy: “I think it's a luxury to have
two. That's especially if, God forbld, any injury
comes up and one of them goos down. Having two
Kuys back there with thelr leadership — well, hav-
ing two is always batter than one.”

O0SU safely Donte Whitner on whathaer any
teammate said anything to tight end Ryan Hamby
after he dropped a sure touchdown pass in the
third quarter: “Nobody says anything to him
because nobody's perfect. Everybody makes mis-
takes and sverybody made a mistake out there —
at least one — tonight.”

Brown on his decision to go for the touchdown
with a fourth-and-1 near the end of the game:
“We thought we would score, but even if we did-
n't we felt like it would ba very, very difficult for
them to go 99 yards in 25 seconds with no time-
outs, As for kicking a field goal, wa thought
about it but very honestly, | wasn't really excited
about kicking off to them again.”

Mangold on the missed red-zone opportunities
for the Buckeyes: “We had so many opportuni-
tios, so many letdowns with turnovers and get-
ting the ball from the defense and not putting it
in the end zone. | definitely thought we could do
things a lot better. It just kind of atings a little
bit.”

Brown on whether the victory would silence
his critics about not being able to win the “big"™
gamas: “I don't think you ever silence critics any+
more. Critics are critics because that's what
they're paid for. What you do loarn at Ohlo State
and Toxas is you do your best and understand
there will be critics. You're not perfect and you
make mistakes, but I'm not worried about that
anymore."”

08U recelver Anthony Gonzalez on his feel
ings after the game: “I don't think I've ever been
so angry In my life. Some people may be sad or
waint to cry — I'm fired up. I'm so angry right
now because | just feel like we didn't do what
wae had to do. | personally feal like | didn't do my
part to help us win this game. I'm very angry
right now.”
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