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Young & Texas Get
The Job Done Vs.
Ohio State, 25-22

By CHRIS NIDA
Puckeys Sports Bullotin Staff Writor

For much of Ohio State's 25-22 loss to Texas on
Sept, 10, fans in the Ohio Stadium-record crowd of
106,665 could have blinked their eyes and thought
Il'u-yI were wnlx'hmg the 20!]2 national champion
Buckeyes,

Alter some early struggles, ﬂ‘lb defonse wan buck-
ling down and did not allow a touchdown for 44 min-
utes, OSU was getting the better of the speeial teama
battle, The offense wasn't setting the world on fire,
but the kicker was nailing field goals left and right.

The difference, however, between the national title
winners and the team that suffered this heartbreak-
ing loss was twofold, One, the '02 Buckeyes might
never have faced a team as good as the Longhorns
sguad that entered the Horseshos, And two, whenev-
er there was o cluteh stop to be made or offensive play
to be had, the national champions thrived,

Apaingt Texas, these Buckeyes did not,

“T'he game was going the way we wanted it to go,”
08U junior safety Donte Whitner said. “T'he last five
minutes, they made some plays and we made some
mistakes,”

No sooner did UT quarterback Vinee Young's knee
hit the Ohio Stadium turf on o game-ending kneel-
down than critics began pointing fingera al who was
culpable for Ohio State's fival nonconference home
losa in 156 yoenrs,

Senior tight end Ryan Hoamby dropped a sure
touchdown pass from Justin Zwick — twice, the sce-

ond after absorbing o fero-
cious hit from Longhorns
cornerback Cedrie Griffin,
Sixth-year sonior  kicker
Josh Huston pushed a 50-
yard field-goal attempl just
right that would have put
OSU up by nine points. And
junior gquarterhack Justin
Zwick, serambling and try-
ing to moke something hap-
pen after Texas took a one-
point lead with 2:37 to play,
Tumbled away Lhe ball deep
in hia own territory,

After the game, though,
the Buckeyes weren'l point-
ing fingers al anyone but
Lhemaelves,

“We didn’t do our part on
olfense,” sophomore receiver
Anthony Gonzonles said, *1
feel like as o receiver that
we didn't do what we hod to
do. T like to think that we're
the best unit in the country,
and 1 just don't Teel like we
did what we had Lo do.”

Defengively, the Buckeyes
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Inability To Punch It In Is Confounding

After o summer filled with enough
blull and bluster to hype a presidential
election, the payofl for. the so-called
“Clash of the Titans” was certainly a
letdown for Ohio State.

And from the very second when the
clock reached 0:00, the finger-pointing
among the OSU faithful began in
earneat. Fxactly how could Ohio Stale
blow so many chanees and let a win
over No. 2 Texas slip through its
handa?

I will admit that. 1 was as surprised
s anyone to wateh Longhor QB
Vince Young make the plays he needed
to make against the Ohio State
defense. That is not because | think
Young. is overrated, He is not overrat-
ed. He i a tremendous talent who will
likely continue to get better and better,

But he is not without his Naws, and
the Buckeyes have traditionally been

"able to rise to the oceasion on defense
when a highly regarded quarterback
takes them on.

Against Texaa, however, that did not
happen. Young first established s
running game then actually beat the
Buckeyes with his arm, Next to no one
believed that could happen, yol that is
precisely what did oceur.

And now Ohio State is left Lo ponder -

how Lhat game gol away.

Quite frankly, it gol away beeause of

the lack of offensive production in the
red zone, And regardless of your partic-
wlar quarterback of choice, the fault
did not rest with Justin Zwick any
more than it did with Troy Smith.

I know that Smith scems to have
more fang in his corner vight now, and
evon I tend Lo agree that Lthe electricity
he seems Lo exude gives the team a lit-
Ale more apark than Zwick., But the
truth of the matter is that during the
pame against Texas, Smith really did-
n't move the team any better than
Zwick did,

For example, “wick started and
played for two series before giving way
to Smith. Those first two posséssions
were Lerrible including a three-and-out
on the first posgession of the game- A
little n:lu[qc.-r examination of that drive,
however, shows a dropped pass by Ted
Ginn Jr. on first down and o dropped
pass by Anthony Gonzalez on third
down. i

I wouldn't presume Lo apecnlate that
i either reception had been made it
would have been an entirely different
ballgame, But I'm also not about to dis-
miss Lhoe fact that those drops helped
set the carly tone,

Smith entered the game for the
Buckeyes' Lhird series and immediately
produced results. He got hig team on
the board with a field goal after the
firat then engineered OSU% best drive
of the game on his sccond, moving 80
yards in nine plays for a touchdown,

Smith wound up piloting seoring
drives on each of his frest live posses-
giong. But with the exception of that
S0-yard march, he really didn't do
much moving of the team, The other
four drives went for 8, minua-1, 22 and
11 yards and cach resulted in field
poals.

All told, Smith was at the controls
for seven possessions that resulted in
121 yards. Zwick was under center for
aix posgessions and they totaled 114
yards, And while Smith's posscasions

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
with
Mark Rea

resulted in 19 of the Buckeyes 22
points, the team averaged only 3.3
yards per play when he was at gquars
terback. The average with Zwick was
only slightly better at 3.9 yards per
play,

What does all this mean? For one
thing, the inability of the Ohio State
offense to punch the ball in the end
zone evidently continues to confound
the Ohio State conching stalf, In o very
real gense — al least againat Texas
that was due in equal part o both
quarterbacks being unable to manufac-
ture-a big play.

Zwick nearly did it in the third
quarter, but hig pass to Ryan Hamby -
which was right on the numbers —
bounced nway from the normally sure-
handed tight end. Smith tried to do it
with the lega that served him ao well in
the Michigan game last November but
wound-up with just 27 yards and gol
sacked twice — once more than Zwick,

Did the coaching stafl give either
guarterback o fighting chanee to win
the ballgame? That is, of course, debat-
able.

Ginn, for example, touched the hall
only three times on offense, grabbing
two receplions for' Y yards and running
one aborted reverse for minus-2 yards,
Texos was Keying on Junior and trying
to knoek him off his routes, but it did-
't geem like the Buckeyes were even
looking toward him for large chunks of
the game.

Likewise, many fans have been crit-
ical of the running game, Antonio
Pittman has shown that he ean run
with authority, but there is no way he
can hold up to a geason. full of pounding
il the Buckeyes can't (or won't) develop
gomeone to go with him,

So where does the blame rest for
thia loss? Obviously, the buck atops at
the top and head conch Jim Tressel
must accept his share. 'm sure he'will,
Thia was o game that was imminently
winnable on several levels, and yet the
!‘lnck('_-yl'}l did not get it done, That is an
anomaly in the Tressel era when OSU
has usually found o way to win tight
james,

I humbly reserve the right te reject
the eriticism that Tressel was too con-
gervative in his play-ealling even
though the Buckeyes ran the ball 36

times and theew it only 26, Only 17 of

those rushing plays were from a run-
ning back — all by Pittman — while
Smith and Zwick combined to run it 18
times. (The other was Ginn's reverse.)
If 1 have any eriticism of the play-
calling, it would be that thore was
seemingly little attempt to test the
Texas cornerbacks. One of the lew
times they did, the Buckeyes scored
their only touchdown when Holmes
outdueled UT corner Cedrie Griffin,
The hottom line was that this was
not an individual logs to be pinned on
Treasel, Zwick, Smith, Hamby or even
Josh Huston, who could have put the
game out of reach had he conneeted on

his sixth field-goal try of the evening.

This was ' a total team loss and
should be regarded s such. The vaunt-
ed deflensive unit was painfully slow to
peb into a rhythm, so slow in faet that
Texng had built up a 10-0 advantopge
that looked ridiculously easy.

Then, at the end of the game with
everything riding in the balanee, the
defense apain couldn’t come up with a
atop when it had Lo

But do 1 blame the  defense?
Abzolutely not.” A.J. Hawk, Bobby
Carpenter and every other guy on that
unit played their guts out. I the
affenae had made just one or two plays
during any one of eight different pos-
gessions, the defense would never have
been put in the position to have to pro-
teet Lhe lead at the end,

| know we ahould give crodil where
eredit is due, and Texas is o tremen-
dously talented football team. But
every Longhorn player and coach got
on the charter Might home to Austin
knowing they were damned locky to
have won,

Yet, they made the plays and Ohio
State didn’t. The Buckeyes should have
won that game, and yet they didn’t,

Mow, the real question is not who's
to blame but rather where do we go
from here?

Who's It Going To Be?

This paing me greatly, but 1 can't
help thinking that this seagon is going
to go the way of the 1996 and "97 sen-
sons when dJohn Cooper couldn’t seem
to settle on Stan Jackson or Joe
Goermaine ol the controls. :

I am not and never have been in
favor of a two-quarterback system. |
don’t think it helps the offensive attack
in terma of continuity and flow of the
game, and we perhaps saw o reflection
of that against Texas,

I must admit that 1 was surprised
when Tressel went back to Zwick in the
third quarter, But he did provide a lit-
tle bit of a spark that seemed to have
been missing, and the entire complex-
ion of the pame might have changed
had Hamby been able to hold onto that
pass in the end zone,

I'll algo ndmit surprise to Tressel's
choice of Zwick after Texas hivd Seored
late in the gome to take o 23:22 lead
beeause 1 felt Smith's added ability to
run the ball would better serve o two-
minute offense. [ suppose | should feel
some vindieation for that opinion after
Zwick was stripped of the ball on o
first-down scramble, but any kind pf
thought along those lines quickly
evaporates when you consider Smith
held the ball too long on the next
series and was sacked in the end zone
for a safoty. )

Ohio State’s next opponent — win-
less San Diego State — will hikely do
nothing to solve this quarterback
quandary. In fuet, I would expeet Todd
Boeclkman to see action against the
Aztecs, Bul when lowa comes to town
Sepl 24 for the Big Ten opener, [ would
humbly suggest that Tressel piek o
starting quarterback and stay with
him until he proves he can no longer do
the job,

A quarterboack  merry-po-round
never seems o owork for o champi-
onship-caliber team, and this season is
fur from over,
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS
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JEFF DREMM

VETERAN YOUNG — Texas quarterback Vince Young (10) took center stage in his team’s narrow win over
Ohio State, throwing the gnme-winning touchdown with just over 2 1/2 minutes to play.

Buckeyes Face Questions After Loss To Texas

By MARK REA
‘Bueckeye Sporis Bulletin Managing Editor

Huge momentum swings, outstand-
ing offensive plays and dynamite defen-
sive performances helped the game
between Mo, 2 Texas and No. 4 Ohio
State live up to most of its advanced
billing, ;

Butan the end, the Buckeyes — who
had seratehed back (rom: an carly 10-
point defieit and heading into the final
three minutes were holding onto o lead
by their fingernails — simply couldn’t
hold off the Longhorns, and Texas pulled
oub n 2622 vietory at Ohio Stadium,

It marked the first meeting ever
between the two college footholl titans,

cach of which is among the top five win- -

ningest Division LA programs of all
time, It also was No, 4 Ohio State's first
noneonference loss in the Horseshoe
.since 1990 and the program’s firat loss at
home in seven night contests,

Ohio State head coach Jim Tressel
praised his team but lamented the abun-
dance of migsed opportunities that ulti-
muately cost the Buckeyes dearly,

“I think you have to start with the
foet that our kids played their hearts
out. It was a well-fought football game,”
Treasel soid, “I'm disappointed that we
had several opportunities and didn't
cash in on enough of them to win, We're
poing to have a good foothall tewm, bat
obviously we have to be more consis-
tent.”

Tressel had to be talking about his
offenge, IFour times, the Buckeyes
ed a possession inside Texas terr
and foue other times they Started within
10 yards of midfield, Yet all OSU could
get-from those eight possessions was live

field goala. The other three possessions
wound up in punts. .

There were other opportunities os
well, Ohio State special teams veteran
Antonio Smith missed a gecond-quarter
tackle on Longhorns kickoll' returner
Ramonee Taylor in the end zone that
would have been a safety, The score was
10-10 at the time,

In the third guarter, n sure touch-
down pass bounced ofl' normally sure-
handed tight end Ryan Hamby and the
Buekeyes had to gettle for o field goal.

"And  the Bugkeyes  ollowed  the
Longhorns to get o cheap field goal
before halftime, pooching a kickofl in the
waning seconds  and then pgetting
slapped with a personal foul penalty on
the end of the run,

“We had our opportunities — we just
couldn’t eash in,” snid OSU offensive
lineman Rob Sims. "It very disappoint-
ing to get into the red zone and come
away with only three pointa, Offensive
productionin the red zone — that's it
right there, We didn’t get it done.”

The lack of production in the red zone
wag supposed to be a thing of the post
with the Buckeyes' new-look offense and
their deep stable of talent,

However, while OSU got some tough
yards againgt a staunch Texas defense, it
atill managed only 111 vushing for the

“pame and didn't appear to have the abil-

ity ‘to pick up yardage when it was
abaolutely necessary,

“This was o tough loss especially con.
sidering how we had them st the
ropes throughout most of the game,”
OB center Nick Mangold said, “It just
seemed like we conldn't get that one big
play we needed when we needed "

The game alse was supposed Lo solve
the quarterback conundrom facing the

Buckeyes but probably only added to the
controversy of whether Justin Zwick or
Troy Smith should atart,

For the record, Ywick started and
completed 9 of 15 posses for 66 yards.
But when he couldn’t move the team

early and the Buckeyes fell behind 10-0,

Smith entered the game and immediate-
ly aparked a resurgence.

But he; too, fell victim i the second
half to an offensive attack that could not
eross the goal line and dwick returned to
the lineup midway through the third
quarter, g

Alter the game, Tressel was elusive
about how either quarterback played,
going ao far as o soy he wouldn't evalu-
ate their play without grading the game
film. :

But Zwick said it was by design that
the two would play early,

“We knew we would each have to play
two series,” he said. “I think it worked
well for us (but) it was hard to get going
tonight. We had good field position but
were not able to capitalize.”

In the end, Zwick led six series and
the Buckeyes netted 114 yards and three
points, Smith piloted seven possessions,
worth 121 yards and 19 points,

Rough Beginning For Buckeyes

Deapite the fact the Buckeyes conld
not capitalize on their red-zone opportu-
nities, the gameé featured a host of excel-
lent plays on both offense and defense
from both teams.

In the beginning, however, it was
Texas making most of the big plays. In
faet, the Longhorng seemed to blow right
through Ohio State in the early going.

After the Buckeyes went three-oand-
out on the pames first possession —
thanks to dropped pasaes from Ted Ginn

Jr. and Anthony Gongzalez — ‘Texas
embarked upon an 11-play, Gd-yard drive
that was nearly all quartérback Vinee
Young.

The 6:6, 283-pound junior scrambled
for 52 of those yards and helped set up
the first. score of the game, a 42-yard
field goal by David Pino at the 10:03

. mark of the firat quarter,

And there was to be more of the same.
OSU punter A, Trapasso pinned the
Longhorns back ot their own 1G.yard
line, but Young came out firing again,
thig time directing a 10-play drive that
resulted in o touchdown, |

The UT quarterback showensed his

~arm instead of his legs, throwing for b8

yards during the march, the last five to
receiver Billy Pittman lo give his team a
10-0 advantage with 1337 remaining in
the opening period.

By thalt time, not only were the
Longhorns helding o 10-point lead, they
Jdooked to be on the verge of a blowout,
They had already piled up 148 yards and
eight first downs while the Buekeyes had
26 yardd and just one lirst down,

But OSU got some life on the ensuing
kickoff when Santonio Holmes returned
it A7 yards to near midfield, and then
Texas was hit with an unsportsmanlike
conduet penalty.

That gave the Buckeyes possedsion at
the Texas 36-yard line, and Smith
entered the game, But a holding penalty
stunted the drive, and the team had to
gettle for a 45-yard field goal from Josh
Huston. -

That score scemed to spark the
defense, which finally got a stop, and the
Buckeyes went back to work, This time,
Smith engineered an 80-yard drive that
covered eight plays, including a 14-yard
run by Antonio Pittman on a second-nnd-
10 play and a 12-yard toss from Smith to
Gonzalez on o third-nnd-5.

The most important play came, how-
ever, on a third-and-8 when Smith threw
o perfect pass in the corner of the end
zone for Holmes, who took the ball away
from Texas cornerback Cedric Griflin,
That touchdown play covered 36 yards
and tied the score at 10 with 8:11
remaining in the first half,

More importantly, it teiggered o huge
momentum swing for the Buckeyes,
Three plays into Texas' next drive, OSU
linehacker A Hawle stepped in front of
a Young pass and veturned the intercep-
tion 24 yards to the UT 18, On the pos:
gegsion afler that, Hawk recovered o
fumble by Texas tailback Selvin Young to
give the Buckeyes the ball ot the
Longhorns 30,

Unfortunately, Ohio State couldn't
muster any offense on either opportuni-
Ly, With Smith still al the controls, the
Buckeyes actually went backward on the
firat possession and netted just 22 yards
on the second, squandering a first-and-
goal situation al the Texas 6,

Huston bailed them out on both oceas
gions, hitting o 36-yard field goal and
then a 26-yarder to give the Buckeyes 16
unanswered points and a2 six-point
advantage with just 35 seconds left until
halftime,

However, the OSU  kicker was
instroeted to pooch the ensuing kickofT,
and Tarell Brown fTelded it at the 19, He
returned it 12 yards, bul then the
Buckeyes were assessed o costly person-
al foul penalty that pave ‘Texas the ball
at their own 46,

On Gest down, Young connected for 36
yards to freshman  tailback Jamaal
Charles, and the Loonghorns got into
position lor Pino to oot a 37-yard field
ool right before tho half,
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Lotting It Slip Away

That ghiteh didn't seem to earey over

into the gecond hall becange QS aonfety

© MNate Salley picked oft Young on the sec
ond plivy of the third gquarter, giving the
Buckeyes excellent field position again
al the Texas 37,

"Apain, the offense hzzled with only 11
yards in six plays and agoin Huston was
called upon. His Ad-yard feld goal
pushed the Buckeyes' advantage back Lo
six points,

That, touched off o period where the
teams exchanged field pgoals, The OS50
defense bent on the next possession
piving up n G-yard pass play to Pittman,
who nearly broke it for o touchdown, But
Texas had to settle for o 25-yard Pino
held goal be the Buchkeyes answered
with Huston's fifth three-pointer of the
might, a 26-yarder at the 512 mark of
the third period, moking it a six-point
lesinel for Ohiio State agzain.

From that point, the game seemed to
settle into o battle for field position. And
the Buckeyes seemed to be winning that
battle o Trapasso continunlly pinned
the Longhorns back inside their own 20-
yard Line. The OSU redshirt
punted four times in the game, each time
dropping his kiek inside the opponent’s
200,

The Buckeyes nearly put the game
out of reach at the five-minute mark of
the fourth quarter, moving from their 30-
yvard line to the Texas 29 with o first-
and-10. But the drive stalled — in fuet, it
lost 4 yards from there and Huston
wad foreed to bry o S0-yard attempt,
whieh sailed  just outside the reight
upright.

Thot gave the Longhorns one final
elhiimee and Young was up to the tosk,
Starting at his own 33, the Texas QB got
hig teain going with o 9.yard pass to
Charles on o third-and-6 play,

But the dagger come at the 2:37
mark, Texag receiver Limas Sweed wag
let go ot the line of serimmage by OSU

©eornerback Ashton Youboty, then Salley
was just a hair late on help coverage,
Young's pass was perfeetly thrown,
Sweed made o twisting cateh and the
Longhorng had o 24-yard touchdown.
Pino’s PAT provided the eventual win-
ning point and o 23-22 lead, although tho
pame wasn't quite over,

The Buckeyes got the ball back, but
on a first-down seramble Zwick fumbled
and the Longhorns recovered, OSU's
defense held near the goal line on fourth
down, but on the next play, Smith was
sacked in the end zone for a safety to
account for the final score.

For the game, Young lived up to his
billing a5 a possible Heismoan Trophy
condidate, throwing for 270 yards and
two touchdowns and adding another 76
vards on the ground. Zwick and Smith
combined Lo throw for 144 yards and one
seore but added only 38 more yards rush-,
i,

On defense, Howk played an excep-
tional game for the Buckeyes, He hod o
e-high 12 tackles, including three for
a8 and two sacks to go along with his
fumble recovery and interception, Bobby
Carpenter added 11 stops, while Donte
Whitner and Anthony Schilegel had cight
apiece,

Game Notes

¢ No. 2 Texas was the highest rated
Leam Lo viait Ohio Stadivm sinee No, 14
ranked lowa lost to the Buekeyes in 1985
by a 22-13 seore, OSU has now played
the No. 2-ranked team according to The
Asgocioted Press on 11 oceasions and has
o A record in those Fames,

Overall, the Buckeyes have played 62
pames apaingt teams ranked in the AP
top five and are 24-31-7 in those pames,
including a 13-10-2 mark at home.

It also marked the first loss apgainst n
Lop- 10 team for Tressel in Ohio Stadium,
He hiad won hig four previous games ot

home against top-10 teams.

* The loss anapped the team's strealk
of 36 consecutive victories ol home
agninst nonconference opponents. The
laat defeat at the hands of a nonleague
foe came on Sept, 22, 1990, when the
Buckeyes dropped o 35-26 decision Lo
Southern Cal.

That game actually ended before the
clock rend 0:00 as a severe Lhunderstorm
hit the area, Alter an unsuceessful
onside kick by the Buckeyes in the wan-
g seconds, oflicials called the game,

* Thie contest was just the seventh
night game in Ohio Stadium and the
first defeat under the lights for the
Buckeyes. 1t was the 34th night game in
program  history, and the team now
shows n 26-9 record in those conlesls
which include bowl ganmes, )

* Huston tied o single-pame record
with his five field gonls. He tied the mark
originally set by Bob Atha in 1981
against Indiann and equaled last year by
Mike Nugent in the North Carolina
State pame.

Hig migsed 50-ynrder ended o streak
of 16 consecutive made field gonls by
Buckeye kickers, Nugent connected on
his final nine attempts of the 2004 sen-
son and Huston hoad nailed his first
seven tries thia year before the misa,

* The sellout crowd of 105,565 broke
the Ohio Stadium record by a mere 26
fans. The previons mark was set ol
105,538 for the 2002 Michigan game.

O8U has a streak of 21 congecutive
sellouts ot home and has played in front
of 14 consecutive sellout crowds overall,

* After selling oll 15,2256 progroms il
printed for the season opener apainst
Miami (Ohio), Ohio State upped the
order to 29,000 for the Texas game and
apgain sold out,

The school s donating $2 from cach
sale ot all four home games this month
to the Hurricane Katrina reliel effort,

Anthony Gwinn
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“Team up with former
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without any fumbles.”

Sept. 17, 2005
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Turns Out Texas’ Young Had Plenty Of Arm

Jontinued From Page 1

necomplished their goal of making
Young beat them with the pass. After
rushing for 52 yards on the opening
drive, the multifaceted QB finished
with just 76 on the ground for the
FEame,

But after letting the "Horns march
67 yords in seven plays and put the
eventual game-winning score on the
boord with just over 2 1/2 minutes to
play, the defense couldn't  totally
abgolva itsolf,

“We fieel like we could have done o
lot better than what we did,” Whitner
anid. “We pride ourdgelves on stopping
the run and we pretty much did that,
but we atill logt the game. So anylime
you lose o game, you feel like there's a
little bit more you could have done”

IBven Huston, who tied the OSU sin-
ple-game record with five field gonls
and whose only miss was that 50-
yarder late in the fourth quarter, felt as
il he should have changed the game's
auteome,

“If 1T make that kick, who knows how
things turn out,” Huaton said, “I'nt glad
that they gave me a lot of chances, but
1 could have done better,”

Perhaps the lesson to be learned
from everyone's readiness to accept
blame, then, is thalt — ag in virtually
every logs — there wasn't one overrid-
ing factor thal kept the Buckeyes from
defending their unbeaten record in
home night gnmes,

“We have the players to do it,”
Gonzalez said. “It's not like we don't
have the guys. Whether it's diffioult or,
not, so what? Life ia difficult — do it.
We have to get after it and score some
touchdowns.”

Rotation Tribulations

Of all the postgame criticisms lev-
eled at the Buckeyes — either by them-
solven or outsiders — their foilure to
put the ball in the end zone would
appear to be the most legitimate,

Buckeye Fans Get Buckeye Deals
Only at the Country Giant...

See why Buckeye Ford was the #7 Superduly Dealer In a 5-State Region in 04
Because we gol 'em and we know how fo sell 'em.

JEFF BREWM
DROPPED SPIRIT — Ohio State center Nick Mangold (656) does what a
captain should — mentors one of his teammates. Ryan Hamby dropped
what looked to be a sure touchdown pass in the third quarter of the
Buckeyes' game with Texas and took the miscue hard,

The Best Deal of Your Life is Only a Phone Call Away — 800-800-FORD

1-800-800-3613

Visit our website at buckeyeford.com

All The Inventory
All The Time!

Cormer of US 42 and $1. AL 40 * London, Ohio

08U started eight drives from their
own 4 1-yard line or eloser, half of those
in Texas territory, and got just 16
points from that advantageous field
pogition, The team's only touchdown =
a d6-yard pass from Troy Smith to
Santonto Holmes — eame on a drive
that began at the OSU 20, and even
that almost ended early when Texasg
defensive back Drew Kelson dropped o
sure interceplion,

"We renlly folt like if we would have
potten a touchdown out of one of those,
we really would have sealed the game,”
Whitner snid. “Even that last field goal
— if 'we had hit that, we would have
been up nine and thot just gives us a lot
more leverapge and lets us do a lob more
things."

Following the. game, fans, Internet
denizens and both, local and national
medin sugpested the problem was o lack
of consistency under center, IF that was
indeed the case, none of the Buckeyes
were saying as mueh afterward.

Zwick started the game, but after
two drives that netted a total of just 26
yards and that both ended in punts, fel-
low junior Troy Smith was quickly
ingerted. That brought a roar of
approval from the throngs i atten-
dance, and though he picked up just 3

“yords on o quarterback keeper on his

first play from scrimmage, there
geomed to be nspark in the offense onee
af

0

Smith later rushed for 10 yoards on
the drive, but a holding penalty pre-
vented him from ever picking up a first
down, The series did end with a 45-
yard Huston field goal, but the
Buckeyes had to go only 8 yards to do so
becauge of o long Holmes kickoff return
and a Texns personal foul penalty.

Tressel stayed with Smith under
center for the next four drives, and
each of them ended with seores, Smith's
second series was the 80-yard drive fea-
turing both the touchdown and the
near interception, and his following
three opportunities ended in field goals.

But those three drives accounted for
only 32 total yards and came after
Longhorn turnovers, So the Buckeyes
woent back to Zwick, with whom they
waould stay for four of the next five dri-
ves, including the all-important one
oafter Texas’ go-ahead score,

Naysayers were quick to voice the
opinion that Tressel should have pone
with Smith when the game was on the
line, and they were particularly bois-
terous aller Zwick's fumble, But atatis-
tically, #wick had led OSU's second-
and third-longest drives of the day on
two of his last three chances, while
Smith had taken the Buckeyes just 2
yards in three plays in his previous
geries under center,

“Any player wants to be in the game

“and get in the proove,” Smith said.

“They want to play. Dut that's what
(Conch Tressel) sees, and he felt he wos
doing what was best for the team at
that time."

Zwick nearly matched his counter-
part word for word.

“It's something you have to deal
with,” he said. “You ask anybody and
they'll say they want to be in there all
fame, You just have to take advantage
of things while you're oul there.”

Outside sentiment seems Lo be that
there’s no way for an offense to find a
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rhythm with quarterbacks consistently
entering and exiting the pame,

The players invelved don’t rveally
aeem Lo buy such thoughtsa,

“1 can honestly say that at no point
did 1 think to myself, ‘Oh, X quarter-
back's in — maybe we won't be as effec-
tive," " Gonzalez saud. “1 can honeatly
soy with a complete, 100-percent
atraight face that I don’t think it made
o difference in terms of who waa in, [

~think they both played well, Things
happen,”

Moving On

With the loss, drveams of an unde-
feated seagon and defending home turf
waent up in g pull of burnt orange and
white, !

But all is not loat, for any number of
reasong, Por one, it's the nonconference
sendgon ~- the goal of a Big Ten title is
still alive and well, particularly with
both lowa and Michigon losing the
same day.

More importantly on a national

Ohio Signatures Unlimited

your home for the largest & most diverse
collection of autographed Ohio State Memorabilia

TAKE 10% OFF ANY ORDER

use discount code bsb10b at checkout /.
customerservice@theOSUstore.com

geale, its early in the year, and it's not
as al OSU fell prey to some o alded
underdog. The Buckeyes were in it until
the end with another Rose Bowl con-
tender, and they did nothing to embar-
rags themselves on o national stage,

“It cortainly hurts our national title
hopes, but it doesnt completely take
them away,” Gonzalez said. “We still
have a chance at o national title: 1t's not
like they blew us out. If you're a voler
and a bunch of teams have one logs, it
would be hard not to put us in, I think."

That, of course, would require Ohio
State winning all of its remaining
games, That means rebounding against
San Diego State, taking care of lowa at
home, coming ofl an open weok Lo battle
Ponn State on the road and, obviously,
going into Ann Arbor and emerging with
an unblemished conference record.

But that's what the Buckeyes were
planning on doing oll along anyway,

“It’s not like it changes,” Gonzalez
aaid, “It's not like we're saying,” ' Well,
we had o loss Lo give and now we gave

614:578:9336

www.theOSUstore.com
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Follow Up A Great Game
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it It'a nothing like that. Tt juat that
we had Lo win out to begin the season
and we still have to win out. Wo can
atill accomplish great things.”

That's not to minimize the sting of

the loss, It just that so soon after a
defeat that many felt could have eagi-
Iy swunpg the other way, some
Buckeyes may have found solace in

realizing that there waa still pl-vnl_\l Lo
play for,

“It's painful because anytime you're
at Ohio State you're expected Lo win
every game,” Whitner said, “But you
know, we're going to bounce back from
this pame. Even though we lost this
game, we still"have a chance to go to
the national championship,”

—
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The energy on the Ohio St adinm
feld at kickolt of the: Texas game was
such that both combatants needed time
to gain their bearings

It might have been more propounced
on the Ohio State side a8 the Buckeyes
went threesand-out with two dropped
passes on balls that were well thrown
by Justin Zwick.

“Those - things happen sometimes,”
Zwick said. “There waa a lol of energy
out there. 1 don't know if that was the
difference or not.”

For a variety of rensons, the OSU
offense was  never truly humming.
Progperity would be followed by a
dropped pass or o lackluster run or a
poor decision, and the net result was o
paltry 265 vards of offense and only one
touchdown despite excellent field posi-
tion for most of the gome,

"Barly on, we had gome dropped
balls, (but) 1 don't really think we were
out of rhythm,” offensive lineman Rob
Sima said, “We were moving the ball all
right, but we'd have a dropped ball or o
missed block or something else. When
we pol into the red zone, it seemed like
we made more mistokes.”

Though it appeared on the surface

that it was mostly OSUs own doing, the
Longhorng defense had something to do
with it

"When we had the short field with
the turnovers, our defenge kept forcing
them to Kick field goals,” Texas head
conch Mack Brown said. "1 thought our

SUBARU

For ver 100 years the Byers famly has proven that quality products, personal attentioh, dependabilty.
and regard for detal has given our cusfomers reason to come back to us for their transportation
nieeds, decade after decade. 1f your not currently.one of those friends of ours, why not start now

Byers Imports
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INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

defense fought hard and really did some
things when it had to.”

The Longhorns kept it pretty basic
uganingt. OSU but did o couple of things
here and there Lo serve as disrapters,

“T'hey moved their front guys around
a little bit,” Zwick said, “But [ think we
picked it up pretty well after a bit”

Wide receiver Santonio  Holmes
added, “They blitzed o little bit more
than we thought. They didn't blitz that
much on film, but they knew the right
time to blitz Indny That took us out of
rhythm o Little bit."

Two Heads Not Better Than One?
Much was made heading into the

game about the expected rotation of

quarterbacks, and” OSU di:_i indeed
employ a double quarterback look for
mueh of the game,

Zwick started the contést and fin-

o ished 9 of 15 in the passing department

for just 66 yards while Troy Smith, who
entered the game on the Buckeyes' third
series, completed just 5 of 11 for 78
yards although he conneeted with
Holmes for the Buckeyes' only touch-
down of the game,

il
1270, M Ili‘»:‘l;dHMo»
(5]
Hamillon Road at Airport ©

The decision not to stick with one
puy might have ultimately hurt the
Buckeyes bocouse there was never
enough time for either one to get into
the awing of things,

“Anyone wants to be out there,
Zwick said, “You have to do what you
can while you're out there and when
you're called on.”

Smith, who was coming off a two-
game NCAA suspension, showed somoe
rust and made some hurried decisions
under presgure in the game, But after
ward, he sounded hke he was comfort-
able with the coaching movas.

“It. worked OK,” Smith said. “When
we get the chance to make plays, we
have to, make, plays. Unfortunately we
came ‘np short Iudru,r — ag a team. We
have to get better”

And when Smith was pressed about
the quarterback situation, he admitted,
“It's hard to get in a flow,” before quick-
ly adding, “but you have to live with it.”

Seribes poke and prod players about,

"

the situation, believing that the players

truly have a favprite for the quarter-
back position, But to a man, there
seems to be nothing like that in the
huddle or the locker room.

“I'hey made plays — both of them,”
senior center Nick Mangold said,
*“Things seemed to work with both of
them in there. T don't: roulty have any
p’ruh]clp with it right now."

'he ‘Buckeyes had the ball for just
two menningful series in the fourth
quarter, and Zwick steered the ship on
hoth, .

OSU was moving the ball well until
bogging down just ingide the Texas 30,
and Zwick missed a wide-open Roy Hall
on third-and-14. It might not have
picked upsthe needed yardage, but it
would have put Josh Huston in a much
more favorable position than the 50-
yard field-goal attempt he was left fac-
ng.

Huston pushed it just wide right,
and Texas scored a go-ahead touchdown
on its next drive,

I make that kick, who knows how
things turn out,” soid Huston, who boot-
ed a school n‘mrd—tyiru( five three-

JEFT HREHM
ONE AND ONLY — Despite blanket coverage from Texas cornerback
Cedric Griffin (8), Santonio Holmes gathers in the football for Ohio
State's only touchdown in g 25-22 loss to Texas, Holmes led Ohio State
with four grabs for 73 yards.

pointers before that, “I'm glad that they
pave me o lot of .chances, but I*could
have done better,

"Distance was never o problem. 1 hit
a G0-yarder in warmups going to the
north end and a S6-yarder going south,
So I ean kick it that Is\r I just didn’t hit
i

Zwick came bock in with 231 left on
the clock and the ball at the OSU G 1 bhut
fumbled after being forced out of the
pocket by Drew Kelson, The ball was
pounced on by UT’s Brian Robison, and
the next time Ohio State took posses-
sion it was on its own L-yard line with
just 26 seconds to play.

While many fans lamented that
turnover, Zwick wasnot, .Lpl.ully tp

blame.

1 felt like we were going to win when
we had that last deve,” said receivor
Anthony Gonzalez, "1 honestly felt like
wit were going to win. Justin may have
fumbled the foothall, but he was looking
at me, and I didn’t beat my man,

“That’s something I have to deal
with, 1 told him, 'Blame it on me i you
want because 1 didn't get open.” 1 lknow
that. 'l his is tough. Thia is not the fun
part.”

s That Miss Or Misses?
Ohio State was its own worst enemy

Cona uumber of occasionsgbogging down

in the red zone and failjng to do the
things necessary th win the game,

One of the big plays eame when
Zwick hit tight end Ryan Hamby right
on the numbers in the end zone. The
badl bounced off Hamby's cheat and into
the air, but os it came down it looked

“like the OSU senior would still be able

to come down with it

Inatead, he was blagled hy T cor-
werback Codrie Grillin and lost the foot-
ball,

] Ihulu,llt we had a touchdown
(there)," Zwick said. “Sometimes Lhings
hamn»n 1f we run that play in proactice
10 o8, he entches it 10 times.”

Smith said he made it a point to keep
Hamby's spirits up after the play,

“You ean't dwell on Chings that are
over,” Smith said, "We have to move for-
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ward, Ryan has been here from day one,
and he's o preat person and o pgreat
player. He's our atarting tight end nnd
he's not going anywhere, IF the play
happened like that again, we'd throw it
to him again,”

There was, also o pair of special
teams blunders by the normally reliable
Antonio Smith, who had s hold on n
kick return by Ted Ginn Jr. and missed
o taekle on Texas return man Ramonce
Taylor that would have resulted in o
snfety, But Taylor got away and was
able to bring the ball all the way out to
the 3b5-yard linoe.

‘I was pumped,” Huston said, “1
thought we had him, He took it like
four yards deep, and we had him, He
ol away and made o big play for
them.”

OB aettling for Ave field goals and
seoring just one Louchdown hammered
home the point about taking advantage
of opportunities,

“We've got to capitalize, man,”
Holmes said, “We have to exeeate plays
o lot better, and 'm confident we will,”

Cionzalez said he was surprised at
Juat how poorly the Buckeyes are play-
ing in the red zone thus fr in 2006, In
the season opendér against. Miami
(Ohio), just two of their hive red-zone
frips resulted in touchdowns. Apainst
Texas, they were inside the red zone
three times and failed to eross the goal
line.

"When we were in camp, we did a
pood job in the red zone,” Gonzalez
soid: “For whatever reason, thoupgh,
we're Just . not executing right now.
That's the difference in my opinion,

553 Wheeling Ave.
Cambridge, OH 43725
140,439.4500
800.756.4500

Originally Published:

“1 believe we won the turnover miar-
pin, and we were outrushing them for
most of the game, and we won Lhe spe-
c¢ial teams in my mind, So whal g
there? We didn't get it done in the red
wone, That, we have to find a way to get
done.”

If most of the offensive wounds had-
n't been gelf-inflicted, the pain might

Sept. 17, 2005

be ensier to deal with,

“It was usually something stapid
that we're better than,” said Sims.
“Those Lthings sometimes happen early

in the season, but we have to get better

atit."

The loss waa delinitely demoralizing
for Ohio State, which entered the game
ranked fourth in the nation. While

national title hopes aren't completely
dashed, they are dimmed quite a bit,

But the Buckeyes wanl to prove thal
they aren't dead yet.,

“It'a not like we're never poing to
put the searlet and gray on again,”
Troy Smith said, “We have San Diego
State next week, and that's a bag
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aur modern world dn" motion:
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Computer Library Center, provides
convenient access Lo thatinformation
through' milllans: of anline records
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contributing libravies In 84 countries
and terrltories around the world.
WorldCat quickly locates the data
sought by researchers, students,
faculty, ~ scholars, professional
librarlans and other information
users, No malter what Kind' of
Information  you  seek, QCLC's
WarldCat Is the place to find (1
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Young’'s Heisman Candidacy Alive And Well

Baged i large part. on his per-

formance agmnst. Michigan in the
2006 Hose Bowl, Texns quarterbock
Vince Young came into this senson
touted o a Heisman Trophy hope-,
ful,

Certainly no  disrespect. was
maeant, but Ohio State linebacker
Bobby Carpenter stated the gool of
the OSU defense was to derail
Young's Heisman campaign, mean-

INSIDE

with
Eric Loughry

THE DEFENSE

ing the Buckeyes' chances for o win
appeared solid if they shut down Young.

Unfortunately for the Buckeyes, he left Columbus remain-
ing aoviable candidate,

Young completed 18 of 27 passes for 270 yards and two
tonchdowns, offsetting his two interceptions in the Longhorns'
20022 win on Sept. 10,

“He made his plays,” OSU cornerback Ashton Youboty said.
“T don’t think he hurt himself, Whatever other Heisman run-
ner-ups are competing agaimst him, he's wherever he was when
liez came here,”

The Buckeyes were well aware Young was a threat on the
ground after he scampered for 192 yards and four touchdowns
agminst Michigan in the Roge Bowl, leading his team to a come-
from-belind 48-37 victory and winning game MVP honors,

Hut while Young van for 1,079 yards last seagon — averag-
ing 899 o game — hig arm remained suspeel. He completed
6592 pereent of hig passes but averaged just 12,5 yards por com-
pletion and 7.4 yards per attempt, In addition, he had nearly as
many interceptions (11) ag pusging touchdowna (12),

“We really didn’t think he could beat us throwing the ball, so
we really dared him to throw the ball," strong safety Donte
Whitner said.

Youngs took that dare ag a challenge, and the end resull was
the Buckeyes' first nonconference loss at home sinee 1990,
Along the way, he threw for 270 yards, just 19 shy of lis per-

METF BREHM
HAWK TAKES FLIGHT — Ohio State linebneker A,
Hawk (47) leaps over a fallen Texas receiver after
picking off Longhorns quarterback Vince Young in
the second gquarter, Hawk finished the night with a
game-high 12 stops, o fumble recovery and a picl.
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“I think because of our scheme, as far
as not trying to hove him run, have him
throw mare, I think he actually hurt us o
little bt throwing,” OSU defensive end
Jay Richardson said. “And we should
have gotten a little more pressure, and
that's on the front four.”

Young added 76 rushing yards, with
32 of those coming on o run on the
Longhorns” first drive to set up o field
rroal, Young was limited to just 22 yards
after halftime, though, with the real
damage being done through the air.

“Ohwiously he's o greal runner, and
tonight hie showed he's o great passer,”
anid OSU All-America lincbacker A
Hawk, who led the Buckeyes with 12
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tackles and had an interception and a
fumble recovery that both set up scores,
“He threw the ball well on us when he
needed to”

When he needed to most, at the end of
the game and with his n trailing 22-
16, Young threw extremely well.

Texas took over possession of the hall
at its own 33-yard line after OS5 kicker
dosh Huston was wide right on o 50-yard
attempt. with 5:00 remaining in the
pame, Afirst-down pass interference call
on cornerback Tyler Everett. moved the
ball to the Texna 48, but the Buckeyes
held the Longhorns on their next two
plays to just 4 yards,

But when foced with o third-and-6 ot
the OSU 48, Young hit freshman ranning
back Jomaal Chiarles for o 9-yard gai
sustain the drive. Six plays later,
gecond-and-9 at the Buckeyes' 24,
rolled left and tossed the ball to Limas
Sweed, who had o step on Youboty down
the left sideline. Safoty Nate Salley
arvived just afler the ball in the end
gone, but Sweed held on for what would
prove to be the winning seore.

“When to stop them, we
didn't,” Hawk gaid. “That was the bottont
line tompght ™

Young, who hog now divected five
fowrth-quarter come-from-hehind touch

“down dreives during his eareer at Texas,

anid he always thought-his teaam would
come through,

“Basically, we've been through this,
man, and 1 was walking down the side-
line before thot drve, telling the puys
that we were going to pgel another
chanee,” he said. *On the touchdown,
Sweed just came off the ball right geod
and made o greot play for ug”

The Buckeyes were in a Cover-2
defenge on the touchdown, meaning
Youboty was responsible for Sweed off
the line of serimmage and then Salley
was to pick up coverage downfield.

It wasn't really o good reroute on my
part,” Youboty said, "l didn't buy the
salely enough time to get over top, and
(Young) just made n play.”

Young amid he was surprised that
Youboty let Sweed go.

“Working all week, that was the first
time 1 had seen them go to the goto
(receiver) all night,” he said, “Basically,
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they went to the go-to and blitz, and
dropped back in the zone, Again, Sweed
made the play.”

His receiver may have made the play

and the twisting cateh while falling to
the ground was. a good one, But Young
placed the ball perfectly just over
Youboty and out of the reach of Salley.

“If it waan't thrown there, theres no
way (Sweed) was going to make that
play,” Salley said. “He threw it right
where only his receiver eould have got
the ball, and Sweed made o great cateh.”

Salley credited Youngs demeanor
with the game on the line.

“He doean't let himself get. too emo-
tional or too hyped up,” Salley aaid, “He'a
always very relaxed and calm. You sce
that in all very pood guarterbacks —
especially when the pressure'’s on,

“You gee that in him, and he did o
greal job of that today, staying cool and

believing he wos going to make the big

play.”
Overaggressive To Start

Prior to the game-winning score, the
Texos offense had been held in check
from most of the final three quarters,
The firat period wos o different story,
however, ng the Longhorns took a 10-0
lead with scores on their first two pos-
seagions.

After the Buckeyes' offense went
three-and-out on its first turn, Texas cov-
ered 64 yards — 52 on three runs by
Young — in 11 plays and took a 3-0 lead
on a 42-yard field goal from David Pino.

Youny: started Texos' next drive with o
did-yard completion to Billy Pittman,
pulting the ball at the Texas 49, The
drive ended with a S-yard touchdown

strike from Young to Pittmaon,

“Coming out in the first quarter, 1 felt
our defense was just overaggressive,”
Youboty said, “We were trying to out-
physical them and our overaggressive-
ness hurt us.” )

That eagerness to make a big play led
to some from Young.

“The adjustment was just guys being
where they're supposed to be and just
carrying out their asgignments, and not
trying to overputsue, not trying to get a
kill ‘shot on him,” Whitner said. “You
have to leverage the ball and stay out-
side when you're supposed to be ontside
beeause Vince Young likes to bounce out-
side. That's what we started to do.”

So there were not drastic alterations
to the defense, and like the Michigan
pome last season when the Wolverines
geored on their firat two possessions but
‘were then shot down for most of the
game, the defense regrouped.

“The schemes stayed the same, We
pretty much ran the same plays, but we
just kind of got more confident,” Salley
said. "We relaxed a little bit.”

When the defense settled in, it
appeared Young and Texas were coming
undone.

After OSU tied the game ot 10, Texas’
ensuing possession ended thn Young
threw an_ interception to Hawk.
Presgured by defensive end Mike Kudla,
Young threw the ball right to the OSU
linebacker, who returned it 24 yards to
the UT 18,

“T would have liked to take my inter-
ception back for o touchdown,” Hawlk
said. “That would have helped us out a

Illlﬂ'.l.‘u(l, the DBuckeyes settled for a

lip Cinse & Personsl
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field goal from Huston, On the second
play of the Longhorns’ next j}{l!ﬂit'!‘ililn.
Richardson forced o fumble by running
back Selvin Young and Hawk was thero
for the recovery at the Texas 30, Another
field goal gave the Buckeyes a 16-10
lend.

Then, on the second play from scrim-
mage after halftime, Salley intercepted
a pags rom Young that had been tipped
by Carpenter.

“T think we had a good rhythm going,
eapecially getting those turnovers and
getting pressure on Vince Young,” Salley
gaid. “That helped us out a lot.”

Not enough, though.

“We  pride ourselves on petling
turnovers and winning the turnover
margin,” Whitner said. “Haordly ever in
Ohio Stadinm will you win the turnover
margin and lose. We had hield goals
when we would have liked to have
touchdownas, but that's the way it goes
gometimes,”

Texas has made o recent habit of los-
ing the turnover battle but winning the
war.

“We lost three turnovers and it's hard
to win football games if you lose
turnovers #-0," said UT head conch
Mack Brown, whom: team actually lost

the turnover battle 3-1, "But we did it

2-0 against Michigan in the Rose Bowl

and 3-0 tonight.”

Applying The Pressure

The Buckeyes kept Young and
Texas relatively in check for the third
quarter, save for a 63.yard poss to
Pittman on a crossing route that set
up a field goal, making the score 19-

16. 4

The Longhorng' next two posses-
gions yielded just 3 yards each, and
nothing came out of o short 26-yard
drive after that,

During that stretch, the Buckeyes
were oble to put some big hits on
Young, but at 6-5, 233 pounds, he was
able to absorb the blows,

“I thought we got a lot of hits on
him,” Richardson said. “In the third
quarter, he was hurting a little bit."

He was knocked woozy for o couple
of seconds in the late going and stum-
bled his way to the sideline. But he
cleared his head and would come back
to hurt OSU,

“We hit (Young) a couple of times
pretty good where he was slow getting
up,” said Hawlk, who tallied two of the
Buckeyea' three sacks in the gome.
"But he's a good player and keeps com-
ing back, and that's what makes good
players like that, They come back and
they know they're going to get hit and
they keep playing.”

The Longhorns finished with 382
total yords, o lot of it coming from
Pittman, who had 130 yoards and o
touchdown on five receptions, Beaides
Young, though, Texas managed just 39
rushing yards between running backs
Charles, Selvin Young and Henry
Melton.

But in the end, it came down to Texas”
final drive when Young made the play
that won the game.

“I felt like our defense played 3 1/2
quarters of great foothall and allowed
one drive to ruin l.hl' gamae,” Richardson
said,
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Tressel Will Wait To

Assess QB Situation.

Throughout the season, BSB is
publishing excerpts of head. coach
Jim Tressel’s pnutmum- press confer-
ences. Here is what he had to Bay
following the loss to Texas,

Jim Tressel: 1 Ilu'nk you have to
stort with the fact that our kids played
their hearts oul and played hard and
fought hard and played against a very
tough foothall team in Texas. Tip the cap
<= their kids played extremely hard.

“Itwas a well-fought football game, It
was disnppointing that we had so many
opportunities and didn't cash in on
enough to win. We've got great seniors
and excellent leaders like the (co-cap-
taina) sitting here and we're going to
have o good football tewm, but obviously

wir have to be much more consistent
than we were this evening.”

Q. What led to the decision to go with
Justin Zwick at quarterback on the final
drive in the fourth quarter?

JT: "We had digeussions throughout
the course of the whole évening as to
who would have opportunities, and 1
can't give you one particular reason for
it. We just thought at that moment it
was the ‘best thing to do and I'm not
exactly sure which drive you mean, but
. Oh, on the fumble? We just thought
that was the way to go right at that
point.”

Q. Can you talk about the first quar-
ter. Texas was up 10-0 and Troy Smith
almost. throws the inlerception, but you
battled back down the field and eventu-
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ally. tied the pame, Can you tall about
the importance of that drive?

J15 “We knew that it was going to bhe
o long battle, Our guys, even when we
were down 1040, we knew we were going
to fight our way back in it and putting
thal drive together and scoring that
!mlm-:lnwn. that gave us the prnnl" that
we needed that it indeed was going to
happen.,

“T thought throughoul the whole
course of the game there was a belief fae-
tor there thal we weore: gmng to get it
done, and we didn't come up with some
of the plays to do it, but it wasn’t beeause
our kids didn't prepare and il wasn't
because they didn't fight because they
did both of those things.”

Q. Did you ever feel like you had
Vinee. Young Agured out after the first
quarter? It seemed at least from time to
time after that you had him stymied,

JT “Our guys did o good job mixing
things up. They did o good job at limes,
1 thought the fact that we caused the
turnovers we did, if we would have done
i better job of making touchdowns, it
would have come out o different way,

“I thought our defense did o good job
and fought like erozy and came up with
things that we needed, such as field posi-
tion and turnovers and we didn't get it
done.”

Q. Could you asaeas the play of the
two quarterbacks separately?

JT: “Oh, probably not. You'd have to
go back and wateh the Gilm, There wore
some times where we didn't do what we
needed to do and there were other Limes
where we did, We're a little bit too cloge
to the situation without the luxury of
witeling it to be able to go back and
(nsgeas their pe |ﬁ1rmnnu s) play by
play.”

Q. Is using both guys one of those
things where if you win, it looks inge-
nious; and if you don’t, people are going
to second-guess il o lot more like inany
things in coaching?

T 1 sappose ke anything, when
they work, it was a good idea, and when
they didn't work, it wasn't, I think what
vou have to do, whenever you make deci-
aions, 18 always go back and talk about
why you.made the decisions and whoere
they were right and where they perhaps
weren't right. Same thing when you call
a play or when you eall a blitz or what-
ever it happens to be, bul that's what we
do, We go back and work to get better —
eviluate ourselves.”

Q. Not to take anything away- from
Texas, but as you leave here tonight, is
this a game that will haunt you? Do you
believe that you let it get away, that this
is one you should have won?

JT “We think we're capable-of win-
ning every game. [ don’t know what that
word haunt' means exoctly, but it disap-
points me because of these guys sitting
at this table right now and those guys
that are seniors that have done such a
great job of getting us prepared for this
pame,

“We didn’t come through for them. |
don’t know aboul getting haunted, but
it's disappointing.”

Q. How damaging is this loss? 1t is
Just one game, but Michigan lost today
and lowa lost, and it looked like the run-
way wag clear. If you won this game, you
could set sail. How do you look al it?

JT:The ranway is full of games. We
didn't get this one done and that's the
foct and we have to get after it next
waek., We have a lot we ean accomplish,
and 1 know our guys know that,”

Q. Could vou talk u little bit about

and
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JEFF BREHM

WELCOME TO COLUMBUS — Head cosiches Jim Tressel and Mack
Brown have a brief pregame meeting at midfield, The gnme between
the Buckeyes and the Longhorns was the first in history between the

two college football powerhouses,

the factors that led to Ted Ginn Jr. not
heinga bigger fctor in the gnme?

I “Oh, not exactly, 1 could sit here
aid [ suppose we could put n Glmoon. 1
can’t think of any times where you're sit-
ting there saying, ‘Gosh, Ted was wide
open’ or whatever it happensto be. Ted's
the guy who's going to go out there, he's
poing to run his ronte or run his block or
do what he has to do. We'll see how he
praded out, I think he did fairly well. We
wore looking for ways to get him the ball
and  Soantonio  (Holmes) and - Tony

(Gonzales) and everyone else, L obvious.

Iy waosn't by design we wanted him to
have less, that's for sure.”

Q. Talk ubout your defonse — in par-
ticular AdJ. Hawk and Nate Salley with
the turnovers,

JTE “They were hatting hike erazy.
They were playing as hard as you could
poasibly play and I'm sure the guys from
Texas will tell you it was o physical
pame. Both tenms were physieal. And
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VISION CENTER
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1680 Schrock Rd.

614-882-2223
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1085 Gront Southorn EBllvd,
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Contact Lensos & Fashlon Eyowaenr
Spocial Attention to Children
Lasor Surgery Consultation .

Troatment of Eyo Disoason .

Emargencios Wolcoma

Personalized
Care Is Our Focus

again, 1 tip my eap to Texas because they
fought for 60 minutes, too,

“But Nate and A and  Bobby
(Carpentar) and all those guys, they
wore playing their hearts oul, You don't
really know how much we appreciate
that. They're extroordinary people.”

Q. Do you think the last field-gonl
attempt by Josh Huston (o S50-yarder
that sailed just wide) could have put the
nail in them or not?

JT “Hithink it would have been big,
bt its like I told Jush, 'm not as disap-
pointed with a miss there as I was with
the fact that we didn't get him closer, 1
don't ever worry too much about what
gomeone else didn't do. We didn't gel him
closer, and that's what is as disappoint-
|'|||: to me ps n||_y|||in 8.

“If we weren't going to score a touch-
down, we needed to make it a lot closer
field gonl and we didn't, and T feel bad
about that. Josh Huston should feel good
about his performanee lonight,”

Q. Defengively, did you expect Vinee
Young to throw for 270-s0me odd yards?
Wouldn't people have expected i Young
was going to get that many yards, most of
it would have come on the ground? Was
that something you expected this week?

JT “Well, T thank when you have (o
put people into the box to stop his run,
there ave times when the pass (defense)

is going to be a little bit volnerable, and
they have pood backs and that type of
thing and so 1 thought (Young) did «
prood joby throwing the ball,

“He's o pood foothall player, He
played hard, and you could see he was
petting hit and beat up and kept coming
back, and 1 just have a lot of respect for
b, And his team won tonight.”
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Lone, Mitchell, Launnaitis, Harley, N.Patierson, C.Lukens, Schiitiker, Terry, Hoobler, Kerr, Norman, Conroy, 05U Totals 36 366 102 3 42 Blocked Kicks
Rehing, Robiskie, B.Smith, White Jr., Penton, Richardson, OPP Totals 42 520 124 3 63 o

v BEXLEY TRAVEL
I SERVICE

Book Any 7-Day Apple Vacation With Us And Receive $25.00
Per Person Discount By Mentioning This Advertisement

Call One Of Our Vacouon Leisure Specialist Today! Come on down.

Must Use Promo Code: BSB33 : . .
; : ‘We're still the best in town.
2940 E. Broad Street * Columbus, Ohio 43209

614-235-8813 / B00-875-9595 / www.bexleytravel.com

Yes! We've been helping
people like you catch fish
since 1913 '
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'BSB Quotebook: Texas 25,-Ohio State 22

Ohio State hoad coach Jim Tressel's assess-
mont of the gamo: "it's disappointing. Wo didn't
ot this done and that's the fact. We still have a
lot wo can accomplish, though, and I know our
guys know that.”

Toxas hoad coach Mack Brown's assessmont of
the game: “You've got to give Ohio State credit.
Jim had thoso guys roady to play. They played like
hoe likes to play — they forced turnovers, they
wore gront In their kicking games and thoy took it
down to the wire."”

Texas quarterback Vince Young on what was
going through his mind as he prepared to embark:
on what would be the winning touchdown drive:
“Just pitching in my man, do not turn the ball over,
take care of the ball, just find the plays and take
it & play at a time. We've got some groat athlotes
on our side of the ball, Just in my head, just say-
ing, ‘Man, do not turn the ball over,” That was the
only thing in my hoad.”

08U safoty Nate Salley on Young's perfor-
mance, which included 270 yards through the air
and 76 more on the ground: "He's a very tough
guy. Obviously, he can run well but he's also
improved his throwing. He did a very good job on
us."”

Toxas roceiver Limas Sweooed on his game-win-
ning catch in the fourth quarter: “It was a groat
fool, you know, but it just goos back to practice.
We do that every day in practice, so it really was
nothing. Just like anothor day in practice.”

Brown on the same subject: “It was a great
catch but it was also a groat road and throw. It
wasn't the primary road and Vinco took it all the
way ncross the field and Iaid it up over the outside
shoulder and made a tremondous pass.”

0SU Kicker. Josh Huston on his 50-yard miss
after connecting on a school rocord-tying five
fiold goals earlier In the game: “It wasn't any-
thing where | had to chango my form or do soma-
thing differont. I just didn't get through en it and
pushed it a little right. Coach (Tressel) told me
that he should've got us closer, but when it
comes right down to it, | should have made it.”

Brown on the performance of Huston: “Gosh,
is he good. | know he's got a sixth yoar, and | can

‘soe why they gave him one."

05U offensive lineman Rob Sims on Huston:
“It is nice to know he is a reliablo Kicker and
gives us points when we neod him. He is proving
himself as onio of the top special teams players
in the country. We just used him a little much
tonight. We needed to turn at least one of those
fiold goals into a touchdown.”

‘ ! JEFF BRENM
STRETCHING IT OUT — Ohio State quar-
terback Justin Zwick takes off with the foot-
ball during the Buckeyes' showdown with
Texas. Zwick completed 9 of 15 passes for 66
yards and added 11 yards rushing,

05U quarterback Troy Smith on his first action
since the Michigan game last November: “It felt
groat. Docisionrmaking Is still a big part of my
game that needs improvement. But other than that
it folt groat.” .

05U quarterback Justin Zwick on sharing the
positional dutios with Smith: “I think it worked
well for the most part. | think we both did some
good things and we both did some things we'd like
to have back. | think both of us would like to play,
but it's not up to us. We have to keop working hard
and see what happens.”

Young on the comment attributed to 0SU line-
backer Bobby Carpentor that the Buckeyes' goal
was to make sure the Texas QB was no longer a
Halsman Trophy candidate after the gamo: “Trash
talk always inspires me. That's whaere I'm from,
Just growing up, hearing things like that, But
Carponter knows and he did a great job playing a
great game.”

Young on whether the Ohio Stadium crowd was
the loudest he had evor heard: “Oh, no. We've had
worse. Playing in the Rose Bowl, playing at (Toxas)
AEM, Arkansas — it's always loud. We're used to
it

—

0SU conter Nick Mangold on the brewing quar-
torback controversy: “l think it's a luxury to have
two. That's espocially if, God forbid, any injury
comos up and one of thom goos down. Having two

Euys back there with their loadership — well, hav-

ing two is always botter than one.”

P Wit

osu y Donte
teammate said anything to tight end Ryan Hamby
after he dropped a sure touchdown pass in the
third quarter: “Nobody says anything to him
because nobody's perfect. Everybody makes mis-
takios and evarybody made a mistake out thora —
at least one — tonight.”

on whother any '

Brown on his decision to go for the touchdown
with a fourthrand-1 near the end of the game:
“We thought we would score, but even if we did-
n't we folt like it would ba very, very difficult for
them to go 99 yards in 25 seconds with no time-
outs. As for kicking a field goal, we thought 4
about it but vory honestly, | wasn't roally oxcited
about kicking off to thoem again.”

Mangold on the missed red-zone opportunities
for the Buckeyes: “We had so many opportuni-
ties, so many loetdowns with turnovers and get-
ting the ball from the defense and not putting it
in the ond zono. | definitely thought wo could do
things a lot better, It just kind of stings a little
bit."

Brown on whothor the victory would silence
his critics about not being able to win the “big"
games: "1 don't think you ever silence critics any-
more. Critics are critics because that's what
they're paid for. What you do learn at Ohio State
and Toxas is you do your best and understand
there will be critics. You're not perfect and you
make mistakes, but I'm not worried about that
anymore,”

05U roeceiver Anthony Gonzalez on his feol-
ings after the game: “l don't think I've ever boen
s0 angry in my life. Some poople may be sad or
want to cry = I'm fired up. I'm so angry right
now because | just feel like we didn't do what
we had to do. | personally feel like | didn't do my
part to help us win this game. I'm very angry
right now.”

TIAWTHORN SUITES LID.
More of What

If your travel plans take you to Columbus,

feel vight at home with @)

Hawthorn Suites® Ltd,

Amenities

o 8O Beautifully Appbinted One and Two Bedroom Suites,

« All Suites have Kitchens with Minisrefrgerator 8
Microwaves,

= Whirlpool Suites Available,

o Full Size ron and Board in Every Suite.

 Non-Smoking ane Handicap Accessible Suites Available,

s Sarellice TVIVCR with Free HBO.
» Owersize Workdesk with Twoline Computer Modem.
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o Fxercise Facility, Heated Indoor Pool and Whirlpool.

+ Next to Perking, MecDonald's, Wendy's.

o Restavrants and Goll Courses Nearby.

= Food and “r\-‘l'l.l“t' L{ :.ih‘l‘ll'lﬂ J\\'.Iil.{l!'l'.
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2241 Stringtown Rd.
Grove City, Ohio 43123
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It Was Like A Michigan Game In September

By JEFF RAPP \

Buckeye Sports Hullatin SLAIF Writor

They say everything is big in Texaa,
uo while the mighty Longhorns were
making their way to Columbus, it was
only fitting that the Sept: 10 OSU-Texns
game waas being billed a8 one of the
biggzest ever at Ohio Stadium.

But how big is big?

In this ecase, the rabid OSU fan bage,
the school administration and the media
prepared as if the anawer to that ques-
tion was “biggest ever.”

With more than 1,000 eredentialed
media on hand, ensily o record — oven
the biggest Michigan games, including
the 2002 gnme with the BCS title game
bid on the line, had a Ltad over 900 — and
local and national coverage ratcheted to
o new level, the game certainly drew as
much hype as any in recent years,

Former OSU asdociate athletic direc-
tor Archie Griflin helped push through
the two-year  contract  with  the
Uniiversity of Texas more than five years
ago, sure that he had made a historical

venture. He just didn't know how well-

received it would be,

“When we did it, we thought it would
create a lot of national attention, but 1
would say that it has even exceeded my
expectations,” Griffin told BSB. “It's
wild. The last game T can think of that
had this much hype around it before the
conference season was Notre Dame in
1996 and this even equals that and
maybe more, eapecinlly when you consid-
or it's the first time they've met.”

Others  such a8 ESPN%s  Kirk
Herbatreit, like Griffin a  former
Buckeye, also pointed to the electricity
generated by Notre Dame's much-antici-
pated visit in "95. However, the Irish
wore the No. 15 team in the country, not
a Mo, 2 outfit playing ot night before the
entire nation. ¥

ESPN's “College GameDay" crew.

stamped it ag the top game of the day
with their presence at an elaborate set
on the south side of 5t John Arena. Not
to be outdone, big brother ABC, which
broadeast  the prime-time bonanza
nationwide, erected n temporary set of
its own ingide the stadium next to the
south stands for the normal studio team
of John Sounders, Craig James and
Aaron Taylor. v

Outside the Horseshoe was o bustle
and pregame buzz perhaps unsurpassed
i the stadinm's B4 years of existence,
Up until game time, most tickets still
were scalping for a firm $300 apioce —

and that was just to be up in the sway of

the south stands, Promotions, bands, big
gereens, the sale of OSU gear, food, drink
and merriment only added to the normal
Lailgnbe geone,

Promoters treated the day as if it
were 0 Michigan game. Bands blared at
several  pregame  bashes and  the
Hineygate entrance was cut off at 6 p.m.
because of the volume of people whoop-
ing it up outside the Holiday Inn on the
Lane, Another shindig at the Blackwell
Inn where the team was staying
stretched out past the lobby.

Just down Lane Avenue from the epi-
center of the pregome frivolity was the
Red-Hot Roundup, a Texas-gized barbe-
cuefaoiree at OS1' Schottenatein Center
that was co-hosted by OSU” president
Karen Holbrook and Texas president

Larry Foullner. Both sehools’ marching
bands and mascots treated fans at the
roundup, at which ABC play-by-play

man Brent Musburger proclaimed the

setting to be “the best of big-time college
athletics,”

Holbrook opened her address by
pointing out that Michigan had alrendy
lost to Notre Dame, setting off o roar of
approval. Among tho special guoests seat
ed in the front row of the crowd of
approximately 5,000 were OSU greats
Griffin and Jack Nicklaus.

Back outside in the bright Ohio sun
wad n horde of Buckeye funs that
appeared to number twice the size of
Ohio Stadium’s 100,000-plus. capacity,
The anly other preconference game mnss
of humanity that even compared — at
least sinee the arvival of No, 3 Oklahoma
in 1977 — was' the throng on hand for
the "95 Notre Dame game. However, the
Texas faithful outpointed the: Irish fans
of 10 years ago with the most vigiting
fans in and out of the stadium anyone
could remember seeing,

In effect, burnt orange was seen in
every vector around campus,

“Where are they all coming from?”
one OSU backer asked rhetorically at
the jammed-Lo-the-rafters Varsity Club.

Coverage of the game began while
OSU's season-opening extermination of
Miami (Ohio) was atill warm. After mop-
ping up the RedHawks, questions con-
cerning the Longhorng came like flics to
o Texas rib roast,

Coming out of their Jim Tressel-
induced, monotone-quote comas, the
players didn’t even attempt to hide their
giddiness, Neither did the normally staid
Tressel, who fed right into the hype
throughout the week. -

“Everyone who has been o part of this
pame will remember this game for the
rest of their lives because of the excite-
ment around it and the atmosphere that
will be there,” the conch told reporters
three days before. the contest. “And to
me, there's no price tag on that.”

Tressel also reminded onlookers that
the team’s appearance in the 2008 Fiesta
Bowl came with six weeks of hype.

“I think our guys have done a good joh

JEIFE

of hu\fil'l;,,'.t:illl_\‘r one weel of it," he gnid.

ESPN Redooms Hself

After: a year's hiatus from campus,
“College GameDoy” returned in force
with an even more technically elaborate
set and its familiar on-air trio of Chris
Fowler, Loe Corgo and Herbatreit,

After loads of analysis concerning the
value of Texag quarterback Vinee Young,
08U QB shuttle and all the national
implications, Corso donned the head of
Brutus Buckeye while predicting an
08U victory to.the delight of the thou-
sands of fanatica huddled around the
configuration,

It wag n moment that no doubl won
back some of the fans once jaded by var-
ious unsubatantiated claima of program
wrongdoing on the network and in ESPN
The Magazine, Herbstreit, though, said

the show already had been greeted with '

open arms. He credited much of that
turnaround to new athletic director
Gene Smith, who just two weeks earlior
had flown into network headquarters in
Bristol, Conn,, on his own. Smith met
with vice president of programming and
production Mark Shapiro and other
ESPN executives to rebuild o bridge
between the two entities.

Former AD Andy Geiger had publicly
eriticized the media conglomerate, even
onee stating that GoameDay was no
longer welcome on campus,

In on exclusive interview with ‘BSB
just hours before the Texas game,
Herbatreit said he didn't detect any
backlash from the show’s return engage-
ment.

“I think that's been kind of forgotten,”
he aanid, “Idon’t think people appreciated
it (hefore). They let me know about it and
they let ESPN know about it, but I think
ginee Gene Smith hag come in, he has
really. embraced the relationship with
ESPN.

In making a 200-yard walk from the
sel o hie hotel room, Herbstreit was
accompanied by four police officers and
begieged by autograph seekers. However,
he said no extra security mensures were

‘put in place s compared to GameDay's

visil two years ago.

H
PLENTY OF TIME FOR TAILGATING — Tailgating festivities got
under way early for the Ohio State<Texas showdown as fans of the
schools set up as early as 7 aum. for the 8 p.m. kickoff, The atmosphere
was charged up for the game, which was shown nationally by ABC and
featured the ESPN “College GameDay” erew.

.

“There’s been none of that,” he said.
YThere's really no veason to, This haos
always been not only one of my favorite
stops — my favorite stop - hut even
Chrig and Lee and the producers —
everybody loves to come to Columbus.

“Deapite a lot of the hype and buildup
last year, we all as a show have always
loved coming here becanse it's one of the
best shows we do.

“People that don't live here really
don’t understand the impact, The other
guys at BESPN who don’t live "here or
haven't been here maybe they don't
understand the severity of it We under-
atand that you should think, "Wow,
everything OK? They don't even think
about it,

“But once Gene Smith. embraced us
and Jim Tressel embraced vs and the
entire athletics depoartment embraced
ug, 1 felt good about jt."

Herbstreit said he had little doubt the
network would be on hand forthe game,
even before both tenms were ranked in
the top five of The Associated Press poll,
As far ns he was concerned, the matehup
was bigger than the one with Notre
Dame in 19956 or any other September
game he could remember,

“1 think the stakes are higher,” he
said, “You have Texas coming in at No, 2,
Ohio State is-al No. 4, its carly in the
year. Then you throw in the individual
superstars who are involved = the
Heisman Trophy potentially is involved
in this game. Vince Young i o legitimate
candidate. If he performs well, he bolts
to the top, If Teddy Ginn has a couple of
punt returns or a couple of big touch-
downas, he's going to vaull to the top,

“I think with the potential and expec-
tations of both teams, it adds to it, Then
you throw in the history and the way
Texnsg beat Michigan in the Rose Bowl, it
makey it erazy” ;
I Neod Tickots

“Crazy” equates to “money” in the
volatile world of ticket scalping, and
lucky ticket holders and professional
brokers -certainly tapped into the
demand,

Some local advertisemonts back in
the summer asked for four figurea for a
Texas ticket, and cven ag game day
approached it was clearly a seller's mar-
ket.

“It’s been kind of o weird roller const-
er,” Ryan Forgacs of ‘The Main Event
goid the day prior to the game, "We start-
ed out probably about 276 (dollars),
think it was, and then as we started sell-
ing tickets we'd hit 300, three and a
quarter, We were selling 8o many, it went
from 350 to 400 pretty quick. So from
about Aug, 1 toAug. 15, we were at about
$400 o ticket.”

That Nuectuated apain when the uni-
versity ticket office mailed oul ducats,
putting seads more into civeulation:

“When it's a big game like this eyery-
one knows that the tickets are valuable,
g0 a lot of people decide to sell them,”
Forgacs said, “Then the market starts to
come down to reality, almost like a stock
market.”

Forgacs said the cheapest seats were
selling for an even $300 the day before
the game, Good seals — aay in A deck at
nbout the 20-yard line — were more in
the $600 range.

“Honestly, this gome is definitely
more oxpensive than any game I've
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_ brought in some former playaﬂr to

' Lonrhurnl the first-ever in progrom

“leinped: to second in the nation in Oevg i
- onrollment (bebind Pénn Skm? in i year.

© like those hyrrhnt«l foes UCLA in 1976,
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OSU,  for example,
plnys at Texos and at
Washington the next
two  seasgns then
beging home-nnd-
away series with USC
(2008-09), Miami of
Florida (2010-11), Cal
(2012-13) amd Virginio
Tech (2014-15).
Discussions  with
Texas began in 1998, At
the time, OSU was the
No, 1 team in the coun-
try ond the hierarchy
believed John Cooper
" had cemented the pro-
JFY DREHM onms wes  pram back in the elite
WHO WAS THERE? — Well-knovm faces at Ohio Stadium for the Texas game included, of college football.
from left, Nick Lochey, Eddie George (talking with OSU athletic director Gene Smith) Phings didn't work

ami New England Patriots star Mlke Vrabel, out as planned with
Cooper — he was fired

. f A leagues don't go big- game hunting enrly taining their agreements with, Notre . Jan. 2, 2001 — but fans kept “Toxas,
seen,"he apid. in the season, Dame, and U of M and Ohio State  2005” in their memory banks.
Tresyel said earlier in the week that Meanwhile, Michigan, Michigan  remain on o quest to find a big-time pre- That was more than evident on o

he talked apecifically to players about  giate and Purdue are intent on main-  conference opponent o a regular bais,  summery Suturday, Sept. 10,
the dongers of scalping tickets — which ) el | : .

ig an’ NCAA violation — and even

\
CHIMS NIDA

recount déaling with such temptations..
By the reactions of some customers,
Forgacs sometimen feals like he'p hand-
ing out n gold ingot, ¢
“I don't think I've ¢vor. seon ' ﬁnme
burst into tears but they get real excit-
ed,” he said. "Sometimes they dalﬂ. even
want to hold them becavse may'maﬁstd
they're going to lose them, Il.'s ura!.y

Handiwork Of Archle & lllli!

Of courae, the other way to land tick:
ots in through universily channels such’
as joining the OSU Alumni Association, .,
which now clnims Griffin as | quprm
dent.

Griffin said the nssocintion i umoy
ing 0 big year with enrollment but he
doesn't believe he could attribute the
spike to.the public.thirat for- ’I’mﬁ tick- .
ots, '

thl itn mtoreuting to note th

when: the football team waa,p aymrthab o

himt home game in at

lenst o doeade, if not ever.
ltnl'lodﬂn‘lhun.lhnnhawdtbyﬂm

history — wad o modern novelty:much

Oklohoma in 77, Florida Suw}n 81
and, of course, Notre Dame in ‘95

- “Andy and 1 felt: good bcml. the
matehup,” Griffin snid of the puruit of
the serien with Texas, “1'can’t think of n -
reason why Ohio State has never played
Toxas before. It blows me away, to tell
you the truth,

“Ikind of think the fans deserve to see
these types of games. This in good for col-
lege football. Its good for our kida to be : X f
able to travel to another place and expe- g i)

rience a new aren, which they'll get to do b gt el -e—'

next year. And with the way we recruit o H
nationally, 1 think its good from that J Lot ol v b
standpoint, too, to get oven more expo- el &

sure.” ","‘_J |_LJ"_,,:;J
Some of the hype can be traced to the ; ; L
unwillingness of other bigsname pro-
grams to place o potential time bomb on
their September ledger. The Big 12,
Southeastern Conference and Atlantic
Congt. Conference all have league title
games that promise an automatic bid to
A BCS bowl but greatly threaten to
knock the loaer of that game completely
out of the echampionship picture,
Therefore, most programs from those
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