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For OSU, Spring Ends As It Began

Zwick Holds Narrow
Edge Over Smith At QB

By CHRIS NIDA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

It was a dark day for the quarterbaclks at Ohio State's
annual spring game April 24

That is not a commentary on the performance of
Justin Zwick, Troy Smith and Todd Boeckman, who com-
bined to complete 29 of 52 passes (66,8 percent) for 251
yards and an interception. And it's certainly not an
indictment of the weather conditions on that Saturday,
as the contest was staged on a beautifully sunny after-
noon that saw the temperature hover around a comfort-
able 60 degrees

No, the quarterbacks’ day at Ohio Stadium was dark
in & much more literal sense. Each of the three compoti-
tors for the job wore a black jersey, forcing them to stay
behind the line of scrimmage and attempt to throw com-
pletions. To further complicate matters, the black jerseys
meant that any quarterback crossing the line of scrim-
mage would lead to an immediate whistle, signifying
that the play would be blown dead

“We had gone about 160 plays (during the jerscy
scrimmage April 17) when we had them run around and
be live,” OSU head coach Jim Tressel said afterward,
explaining the rationale for the black jerseys, “We want-
ed them to stand in and either deliver or unload. We
thought we needed a little work on that.”

The quarterbacks got their work in, particularly
Zwick, who attempted 26 passes to Smith's 15 and
Boeckman's 11. But it seemed to come at the expense of
the offense as a whole, as the spring game was a largely
lifeless affair won by the Scarlet, 13-0,

BSEB's Spring Football Wrap-Up

Another round of Ohio State spring
football has come to a ¢lose, The players
have gone up against each other in a
number of serimmages, The fans got
their first glimpse of the Buckeyes
since January, And the coaches took it
all in. So where did things leave off?

To find out, we invite you to check
out our complete package of spring
football news. Beginning on Page 6, we
have stories on the Scarlet's 13-0 win
over the Gray; insight into how the
offense and defense looked; and fea-
tures on defensive back Ashton Youboty
and tailback Tony Pittman, two players
who really broke out this spring.

When your football appetite has been
satisfied, take a look at the latest doings
with the men's (Pages 206-28) and
women's (Page 29) basketball programs,
And don't forget to read up on the
Buckeye baseball team (Pages 30.33), As
of press time, coach Bob Todd's nine was
in a three-way tie for first place in the
Big Ten. It should be a great stretch
drive at Bill Davis Stadium.

Tressel reiterated what he has said time
and time again this spring, and what he fig-
ures to say time and time again on into fall
camp: If there had been an actual game the
day of the spring game, Zwick would have
started and Smith would have played signif-
:E.lnti_\'.

From the sounds of Zwick, the players
have heard plenty of that mantra ns well,

“I really don't pay a whole lot of attention
to that,” Zwick said. *I think thats more for
other people to worry about. We're all just
here trying to get better and make this team
better. Whoover can do that is going to play,
and all I can do is go out and give 100 per-
cent

Frustration For Smith

The black jerseys seemed to do more of a
disservice to Smith than anybody. It is well
known that much of the sophomore QB's suc-
cess at the position is directly related to his
ability to make things happen with his foet
— as evidenced by the 105 yards rushing he
had in the jersey scrimmage a week prior to
the spring game.

But aside from late in the game when the
Gray team had the ball at the 1-yard line
after a blocked punt, Smith was confined to
the area behind the line of scrimmage.

AT DAEM

DIRECTING THE TROOPS — Controlling an offense that featured Steve Winner (73) at cen-
ter, Stan White Jr. (89) at fullback and Lydell Ross (30) at tailback, Justin Zwick (12) quar-
terbacked the Scarlet team to a 13-0 victory in Ohio State’s annual spring game,

With the Gray's top running back,
Roshawn Parker, going down to injury early,
Smith's team had virtually no running attack
to speak of. The squad was moving the ball
on the first possession of the game, but after
Parker went down, his replacement, walk-on
Matt Johnson, promptly was stripped of the
ball.

Parker's absence allowed Scarlet rushers
to do nothing other than focus on tagging the
opposing quarterback (since the QBs s
were barred from contact), Not surprisingly,
Smith ended the game having been sacked
seven times, but it's a safe bet he would have
been able to elude some of those tackles if the
play hadn't been whistled dead when a
defender tapped him, .

The fact that Smith wasn't informed until
the morning of the spring game that he
wouldn't be able to run past the line of scrim-
mage didn't make him too happy.

“Why should 1 be (happy)?™ he wondered
aloud, “T don't understand why 1 should be.”

Asked how much the black jersey limited
Smith, Tressel responded that all the quar-
terbacks were affected by the decision to
shield them from contact.

Tressel reiterated the fact that he wanted

Continued On Page 12
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Trumps Signal Callers

Defense

Scarlet Throws
13-0 Shutout
In Spring Game

By MARK REA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editer

If you were looking for offense from
either the Searlet or the Gray during Ohio
State’s annual spring game April 24, you
came to the wrong place.

Restrictions on the mobility of the
quarterbacks and a dearth of available
running backs on the Gray team led to a
13-0 victory far the Scarlet in a mistake-
filled game that left the 45,074 in atten-
dance at Ohio Stadium thankful for the
warm, su 1y but still a bit baffled as
to what kin am the Buckeyes w
field in the
The much-anticipated quarterback
battle be Justin Zwick and Troy

von the derby — at least for the
oting 16 of 26 passes
3 leading the victorious
Scarlet team. Meanwhile, Smith was
hamstrung by being unable to operate in
his usual manner and managed only
seven |_'l:||1'|.11‘|'- 8in 156 .Il!.l'lnpl? for 53
yvards. He also was sacked an amazing
seven times, although a sack was award-
od anytime a quarterback was touched by
a defender in the backfield.

After the game, OSU head coach Jim
Tressel said the battle for the starting
position would continue in the fall,
although Zwick seems to have retained
the lead he carried inte spring practice,

“We put some restraints on them today.
One thing we have to get better at is
vither delivering it to the receiver or

comp

ALY BREN

HE'S IN — Scarlet tailback Lydell Ross (30) gets into the end zone ahead of Gray defensive end Simon
Fraser (75) for the only touchdown scored in Ohio State's annual spring football game, a 13-0 victory by

the Scarlet.

When asked if he could now name a
starter after 16 days of spring practice,
the head coach replied, "It was rare two
years ago when Craig (Krenzel) took near-
ly every smap over the course of 14 games
during our national championship season.

throwing it away,” Tressel said of the deci-
sion to allow no contact on the quarter-
backs, “Sometimes your best throw of the
day is when you put it into the stands
That was what I felt we needed to work
on."

Celebrate that perfect shot

The ultimate reward for the
ultimate achievement in golf.

Custom made in Gold or Silver
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American Awards, Inc.
2380 Harrisburg Pike
614-875-1850
www.awardsohio.com

Last year, wo didn't win the Big Ten
championship but we were Fiesta Bowl
champions and won 11 games, and we
don't do that without two quarterbacks
who were good enough to play and could
play.

“If we had to play a game today, 1'd
probably say the same thing I said com-
ing into the spring: Justin would proba-
bly start and Troy would play a signifi-
cant amount. Both gained some very good
experience this spring, and I feel like
they've progressed. But we still have a
ways to go with both of them.”

True freshman Todd Boeckman [in-
ished his first spring by secing some
action on both the Scarlet and Gray
squads. He completed a total of 6 of 11
passes for 33 yards and pitched the
game's only interception

While the quarterbacks struggled
at least in terms of numbers — there
were a couple of standout offensive per-
formances in the game, not the least of
which was from true freshman tailback
Tony Pittman, who tallied 21 carries for
105 yards. The number of carries
amounted to nearly half of tht rushing
plays in the entire game from both teams
combined

“l didn't realize | had that many”
Pittman said. *T just wanted to do well,
It's been a blur for me, really. This has
been quite a learning experience, but 1
definitely think I did the right thing by
getting here in the spring.”

Pittman graduated from high school
early and joined the Buckeyos just a fow
days before spring practice began. The
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next-best rushing total for the Scarlet
was Lydell Ross, who carried just five
times for 17 yards before taking most of
the final three quarters off.

Others who had breakout offensive
games for the winning side included
senior John Hollins and redshirt fresh-
man Tony Gonzalez, who combined for 10
catches for 127 yards in the game.
Gonzaloz’s performance was especially
noteworthy since he was operating with a
pair of streteched hamstrings.

“l definitely wasn't 100 percent,” he
said, "but I've worn that stupid yellow
jersey almost all spring. [ wanted to play
today.”

Stan White Jr. also had a good game
with n couple of catches out of the full-
back spot, good for 14 yards, and a nice
block on linebacker Reggie Smith in the
first quarter, springing Ross for a 1-yard
touchdown, the only TD of the game.

On the Gray side, things were a bit
disjointed and then went from bad to
worse when the team's top running back
— senior walk-on Roshawn Parker — suf-
fered a shoulder stinger early and went to
the sidelines after just three carries. The
rest of the day was spent in search of
some offense, and the Gray simply never
found any. Its first possession of the day
was its best, but it ended in o fumble ot
the 33-yard line by Parker's replacement,
redshirt freshman walk-on tailback Matt
Johnson.

Gray's only other scoring opportunity
came when Roy Hall blocked a Josh
Huston punt late in the fourth quarter
and returned it to the l-yard line. But
two false start penalties and back-to-back
sacks of Smith by senior safety Thomas
Matthews ended the threat.

There were plonty of stars on the
Scarlet defense, including Matthews who
had meven tackles including his sacks.
Sophomore cornerback Ashton Youboty
continued his fine spring with four tack-
les, one forced fumble, a pass deflection
and a blocked punt. Sophomore defensive
end Jay Richardson also opened some
eyes with two sacks among his five tack-
les, Another DE, redshirt freshman
Marcel Frost, also had two sacks for the
Scarlet team, while sophomore walk-on
Antonio Smith had the game's only pick.

For the Gray, sophomore safety Donte
Whitner led the way with 11 tackles
while junior middle linebacker Anthony
Schlegel had nine, Redshirt freshman
walk-on DB De'Angelo Haslam added
eight stops and true freshman OLB
Marcus Freeman had five tackles inelud-
ing a sack, Other Gray defenders with
sacks were defensive ends Simon Fraser
and Mike Kudla and walk-on linebacker
Chibindhu Nnake.

The game also was marred by several
spocial teams mistakes, including
blocked punts, mishandled snaps and
blocked field goals. None of that made
Tressel very happy, although he tried to
put the best face possible on it,

“When you start diluting your teams,
special teams is where you're liable to
have the most breakdowns,” he said. “No
matter the circumstances, though — 1
guess it's good if you're on the kick block
teams and not so good if you're on protec-
tion. There were some great lessons from
today that we can learn.”

The only field goals came from
Huston, who converted from 20 and 43
yards. He yanked attempts from 20 and
52 yoards to the left and had a 24-yard
attempt blocked. Mike Nugent's after-
noon was limited to the second-half kick-
off for the Gray.

Punting was also a mixed bag. Senior
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OHIO STATE SPRING FOOTBALL

walk-on Kyle Turano had the most con-
sistent day, averaging 43.0 yards on two
kicks for the Scarlet. Huston's only
attempt was blocked. Meanwhile, the
Gray used three different punters with
freshman A.J. Trapasso getting three
tries, averaging 33.7 yards per kick.
Walk-on Kevin Gerber’s only attempt
went 35 yards while fellow walk-on J.D.
Bergman — over from the OSU wrestling
team — couldn't field a low snap cleanly
and got his only attempt snuffed.

The return game wasn't much better.
The longest kickoff return of the day was
just 24 yards by Bam Childress, while
Youboty's 11-yard punt return was the
longest of the afterncon in that depart-
ment.

Game Notes

* Several players missed the game
with injuries, They included David
Patterson (knee), Curt Lukens (leg),
Maurice Hall (both knees), Kirk Barton
(ankle), Mike D'Andrea (shoulder),
Marcus Green (knee), Tyler Everett
(undisclosed), Dustin Fox (concussion)
and Joel Penton (undisclosed).

Tailback Ira Guilford and wide receiv-
er/defensive back Dareus Hiley also were
held out with what were reportedly acad-
emic troubles.

* Although there was little offense,
there were several big hits in the game.
The first came when safety Brandon
Mitchell smacked tight end Louis Irizarry
on the second play of the game. Later, cor-
nerback E.J, Underwood delivered a blow
to Santonio Holmes, preventing Holmes
from scoring a touchdown.

But perhaps the biggest hit — and
most unusual — came when Turano laid
the wood to Schlegel after the blocked
field goal. The 6-2, 245-pound Schlegel
scooped up the ball and .the 6.0, 185-
pound Turano whacked him to the ground
with a textbook tackle.

* The Buckeyes wore a decal with
black letters “RMB” on the backs of their
helmets during the game.

The letters honored a pair of people
close to the Ohio State athletic family
who recently died tragically.

Combined, the letters formed the ini-
tials of Ricky Matter and Michael
Breschi. Matter, who died in an automo-
bile accident, was the younger brother of
0OSU women's basketball player Caity
Matter; Breschi was the 3-year-old son of
Ohio State lacrosse coach Joe Breschi.
The youngster died when he was acciden-
tally struck in the parking lot of his
preschool,

Tressel also had the letters sewn onto
the ballcap he wore during the alternoon.

¢ With the notable exception of no con-
tact on the quartérbacks, the game was
played close to form with an actual set of
Big Ten officials, led by referce Scott
Myers.

Instant replay — which will get a trial
warkout in the Big Ten this coming fall —
was available to the officials during the
spring game, but it appeared that it was
used only once.

Early in the first half, play was
stopped momentarily and the ball was
spotted about a hall-yard from where it
was originally marked. The entire
process took less than two minutes.

The Big Ten will use instant replay on
an experimental basis in 2004, but it will
not be like the NFL version. Reviewable
plays are limited and coaches are not per-
mitted to call for challenges. Only a Big
Ten official in the press box may use
replay to overturn calls.

Scarlet 13, Gray 0

Scarlet and Gray Gama
April 24, 2004 — Ohio Stadium; Columbus, Ohlo

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
GRAY 0 0 0 0 - ]
SCARLET | 3 o 3 _ 13
First Quarter

Scarlet — Ross, 1 yard run (Huston kick), 1:63; 12 plays, 66 yards, 5:42 TOP.
Second Quarter

Scarat — Huston, 20 yard fiald goal, 3:55; B plays, 54 yards, 2:31 TOP.
Fourth Quarter

Scarlet — Huston, 43 yord field goal, 9:47; 10 plays, 19 yards, 6:10 TOP,
Att. — 45,074
Woather — B0 degrees, clear and sunny; wind stight

Team Statistics
Gray Scarlet

First Downs T 18
Rushing 2 11
Passing 4 (1}
Penalty 1 1
Rushes-Yards 18(-33) 3301
Passing Yards 82 166
Passes (Att.-Comp.int.) 241241 28170
Offensive Plays a2 01
Total Net Yards a9 260
Third Down Efficlency 412 813
Fourth Down Efficlency 01 i1
Punts-Avg. 6-22.7 3-28.7
Fumbles-Lost 21 10
Penalties 640 533
Time Of Possession 18:39 29:21

Individual Statistics

RUSHING (Att-MNet Yds.) — Gray: Johnson 3-10; Parker 3-3; Schnittker 1-3; Team 142);
Bosckman 2{-15): T.Smith 8{-32). Scarlet: Pittman 21-105; Ross 517, Team 1.0; Boeckman 24
8); Iwick 44-23).

PASSING (Att-CompAnt-Yds.TD) = Gray; T.5mith 15-7-0-53-0; Boeckman 251290, Scaret:
Zwick 26-16:0-1650; Boeckman 2-1-0-4.0,

RECEIVING (Roc.-Yds,) — Gray: Childrass 3-31; Ifizarry 3-21; Schnitther 3-16; Parker 1-14;
Jordan 1-1; R.Hall 1{-1). Scarlet: Hollins 5-64; Gonzalez 563; White 2-14; Holmes 2-14; Hamby
2:12; Pittman 1.2,

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) — Gray: Traposso 3-33.7-48; Gerber 1-35.0-35; Bergman 1-0.0-0;
Toam 1.0.0-0. Scarfet: Turana 2-43.0-44; Team 1.0.0-0.

PUNT RETURNS (No.Yds.) — QGray: R.Hali 1-54; Childress 1-5. Scarlet: Youboty 2.20;
Holmas 10,

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds,) — QGray: Childress 4-74, Scarlet: Jacobs 1-20,

FUMBLE RECOVERIES (No.-Yds,) — Gray: None. Scarlet: Youboty 1-8.

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds.) — Gray: None. Scarlet: A.Smith 1.0,

SACKS (No.-Yds.) — Gray: Freeman 1.12; Hudla 1.8; Fraser 1.8; Nnake 1-6. Scadet: Frost
2-14; Richardson 2-13; Matthews 2-8; Carpenter 1-8; Schlichter 1-5,

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No.-Yds.) — Gray: Freeman 1-12; Kudla 1-9: Fraser 1-8; Nnake 18
Scarlet: Frost 2-14; Richardson 2-13; Matthews 2-8; Carpenter 1-8; Schlichter 1-5; Youboty 1-1

TACKLES (Solo-Asst.-Tot.) — Gray: Whitner 3-8-11; Schiegel 3-69; Haslom 5-3-8; Freeman 4.
15 Harley 1-4.5: Underwood 3-1-4; R.Smith 1.3-4; Fraser 3.0-3; Pitcock 2.1.3; Maupin 2-1.3;
Howk 1-2-3; Nnoke 1-2-3; Arden 0-2-2; Bule 1.0-1; Kudla 1-0-1; Franzinger 1-0-1; Schnitther 1-0-
1. Scarlet: Matthews 3.4.T7; Mitchall 3-2.5; Richardson 2-35; Carpenter 2.3-5; Youboty 4-0-4;
Roberts 3-0-3; Frost 2-1-3; Kerr 0-3-3; Jacobs 0-2-2; Pittman 1.0-1; Holling 1-0-1; Salley 1-0-1;
Cotton 1-0-1; Schiichter 1-0-1; Turano 1-0-1; A.Smith 0-1-1; Coker 0-1-1,

The NEW FX Crossover SUV

V6 or 315 V8 all-wheel drive

Blending in is NOT an option!
INFINITI OF COLUMBUS
3890 Tuller Road = Dublin, OH. = (614) 793-1000
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Listless Offense Not

Likely Sign Of Future

Of the four Scarlet and Gray Games
played on coach Jim Tressel's watch, the
annual intrasquad scrimmage has alter-
nated between a high-scoring affair and
an outing more closely resembling the
offensive output displayed by the
Buckeyes in the fall

The game has played out as somewhat
of a shootout on two occasions, including
last spring. In the other two outings,
touchdowns were only slightly more com-
mon than OSU wins in Ann Arbor during
the 1990s

The latest of the spring aflairs certain-
ly falls into the latter category, with the
Scarlet taking a 13-0 win. The lene touch-
down was a 1-yard plunge by Lydell Ross
late in the first quarter.

*l don't know exactly where we are
offensively because we have to line up and
play someone to figure that out,” Tressel
said, *But with a little bit of a small pack-
age involved and some limitations, it
doesn't concern me there was only one
touchdown.”

With projected starters split up
botween both sides and a host of restric-
tions placed on both the offense and
defense — for the first time under Tressel,
quarterbacks were ofl limits for contact
and no first-down blitzing was allowed —
the sluggish showing likely has little
bearing on the offense in the fall,

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
with
Eric Loughry

But the spring game was a far ery from
the 37-29 shoatout last spring when fresh.
man quarterbacks Justin Zwick and Troy
Smith combined to throw for six touch-
downs.,

The offenses combined for 606 yards in
that game. They managed just a little
over half that output this spring (309).
The Gray was held to just 49 yards in a
spring game more along the lines of the 6-
3 contest in 2002 than the first spring
game under Tressel, a 22-21 contest in
2001.

With both Zwick and Smith wearing
black jerseys to designate them as off lim-
its to defenders, neither quarterback was
able to find the end zone this year. Nor
was  dark-horse candidate Todd
Boeckman, who was admittedly nervous
in his first action in a game situation in
Ohio Stadium.

Regardless of whether the spring game
has provided offensive fireworks or not,
though, it has had little impact on
Tressel's ball-control offense in the fall
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BENEFICIARY OF THE GAME PLAN — With an emphasis placed on
passing during the spring game, receivers often bear the fruit of the
quarterbacks’ labor. A case in point was fifth-year wideout John
Hollins, who caught five passes for 64 yards in the contest.

Ground To A Halt

With tailbacks Ross and Antonio
Pittman on the Scarlet squad and
Maurice Hall out for the spring, Roshawn
Parker, a non-scholarship player who has
locked good in scrimmage situations the
past two years but has only one career
earry in actual games, was the lone veter-
an tailback on the Gray roster,

Nevertheless, the team was on the
move the opening drive of the game until
Parker went down with an injury. On the
next play, walk-on Matt Johnson was
stripped of the ball by Ashton Youboty,
who also recovered the loose ball, and the
Secarlet drove 66 yards the other way for
the first and last touchdown of the after-
noon

Parker's nbsence was felt immediately,
It would be felt throughout the game as
the Gray finished with a net of minus-33
yards rushing and minus-47 yards coming
on quarterback sacks.

Without a scholarship back in the fold
and only Johnson left at the tailback spot,
the Gray was forced to throw. And the

Scarlet defense knew it

“l thought when the Gray lost
(Parker), thoy lost their balance,” Tressel
said. “And when thay lost their balance, it
makes it harder,

“The contain rush guys and so forth
just pin their ears back and get after it. So
1 guess it's just another reminder that
you'd better be pretty balanced or you're
not geing to have as much fun as a quar-
terback when the team can't run.”

With no wviable running, game and
restrictions on his own mobility because of
the black jersey, Smith struggled, finish.
ing with just seven completions out of 15
passes for 53 yards. He was also sacked
seven times, Meanwhile, Boeckman was 5
of 9 for just 29 yards with an interception
and was sacked twice.

The Gray receivers didn't have much
fun either

Starting Gray wideouts Roy Hall and
Bam Childress were limited to just four
receptions for 30 yards, and Hall's only
grab went for a 1-yard loss. Devin Jordan
had a single catch netting 1 yard
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Offensive Players On The Spot

“It was kind of hard because the
defense knew we weren't running the
ball,” Childress said. "So they just sagged
off and just made sure Roy and Devin and
[ couldn't get catches.”

Tight end Louis Irizarry had three
catches for 21 yards, and fullback
Brandon Schnittker picked up 16 yards on
three receptions,

“We had to make do with what we had
and we tried to make some things happen,
but it didn't work out today,” Hall said

Nick Mangold, a retuming starter on
the offensive line at center, manned the
middle for the Gray. He was disappointed
with the pass protection, regardless of the
circumstances.

*They were able just to tee off a little
bit, which hurt us, but we've still gol to be
able to protect,” Mangold said

Line Fills In Holes

Perhaps secondary only to the quarters
back derby, revamping an offensive line
that lost three starters as well as a veter
an backup took center stage

However, when spring practice was
over, it appeared that Ohio State was well
on its way to solidifying a front wall that
in¢luded holdovers Rob Sims and
Mangold as well as newcomers Mike Kne,
Tim Schafer and Doug Datish.

“I thought the spring went real well,”
said Mangold, now one of the elder states-
men who will start a second season in
2004 as the starting center, “I was able to
get in with the guys and help bring every-
body up, get everybody more acclimated to
those game-type situations.

“Somae of us older guys tried to help the
younger guys learn, showed them what
they needed to do as far as work in the
film room and just everything else. So for
ms, I felt like it was a great chance to
work on my leadership and help this line
be what it needs to be.”

With Mangold in the middle and Sima
manning the left tackle spot, Kne and
Datish appoared to solidify their holds on
the guard positions while Schafer
appeared to lock onto the right tackle slot.

“It's been kind of a work in progress,
but I think we're getting to where we
want to be,” Mangold said. “Everyone has
jelled and we're becoming more and more
of a tight group.”

Perhaps best of all, the Buckeyes built
up some depth with the healthy spring
competition. Program wveterans T.J.
Downing, Andree Tyree, R.J. Coleman
and John McLaughlin all pushed the
potential starters and remained injury-
free,

In fact, the only spring casunlty was
redshirt freshman Kirk Barton, who was
to have battled Schafer at the right tackle
spot. But Barton entered spring rehab-
bing from off-season shoulder surgery
then twisted an ankle in the jersey scrim-
mage April 17. He did not play in the
spring game.

“Except for Kirk, we've been unbeliev.
ably healthy,” Mangold said. “Knock on
wood for that. We really don't like to talk
about injuries because of the karma thing,
but we have been healthy all spring. We
just need to stay that way."

As for the quarterback derby, Mangold
has a unique perspective on the situation,
working with both Zwick and Smith as
they vie to become the starter in the fall,
But he swears he plays no favorites,

*1 want the best guy back there, and I
don't know who that is right now,” he said.
“From my perspective, they're pretty
even. They have two pretty different
styles. To me, whoever performs the best
will be in there. But knowing there is a

Originally Published: May 8, 2004

guy behind him who can be every bit as
good is just a safety net. It's a luxury, real-
ly. For me, it could be either one.”
And could it be a combination of both?
“l would think so,” Mangold said. *1
definitely think the potential is there for
that to happen.”

Scarlet Receivers

While their counterparts on the Gray
squad had a quict afternoon, a couple of
Scarlet receivers went to work.

08U's No. 1 receiver, redshirt sopho-
more flanker Santonio Holmes, had just
two receptions for 14 yards before he took
the latter half of the afternoon off —
another tradition of Tressel spring games
for projected starters at the skill posi-
tions.

It was fifth-year senior John Hollins
and redshirt freshman Tony Gonzalez
who came up big for the Scarlet, each com-
ing up with five receptions. Zwick finished
16 of 26 for 165 yards, with nine of his
completions going to either Hollina or
Gonzalez. Hollins also caught a pass from
Boeckman, who was 1 of 2 for 4 yards dur-
ing brief play on the Scarlet side.

Hollins gained 64 yards on his five
grabs, with 29 coming on a sideline route
to the 4-yard line that set up a Josh
Huston field goal to give the Scarlet a 10-
0 lead in the second quarter.

“It was a lot of fun getting out there
and competing,” said Hollins, now a fifth-
year senior. "And we had to split the
receivers up, so [ kind of knew the ball
was going to be in the air more and [ was
going to have the chance to make some
plays and have some opportunities to
make some plays. 1 wanted to got out
there and focus and concentrate.”

Hollins, a split end still looking for his
first career reception, lettered last yoar an
special teams, He blocked a punt that was
recovered for a touchdown in OSU's 35-28
win over Kansas State in the 2004 Fiesta
Bow]

Now preparing for his final season,
Hollins has focused on making the most
of his last opportunity.

“l had a solid spring and this is just
one practice out of 15, he said. “I just
wanted to come out here and take on the
mind-frame of getting better, working
hard, and so I just wanted to be mble to
help the team however many plays I'm in
there.”

Despite being slowed down with two
pulled hamstrings, Gonzalez was just 1
yard off Haollins' yardage total, with his
five snags going for 63 yards,

The longest reception was a 19-yard
pickup on the final drive of the first half,
He also exhibited excellent concentration,
coming back to gather up a ball that was
tipped by Scarlet linebacker Marcus
Freeman for a 15-yard gain late in the
third quarter. The catch helped sustain a
drive that ended early in the fourth quar-
ter with a 43-yard field goal by Huston for
the final points of the game.

"It felt great to finally get out there,”
said Gonzalez, wha redshirted last season.
“It's been a long time since I've played in
a football game. It was nice, because | had
been banged up (the day before the spring
game). 1 had \Fullnd the other hamstring,
8o | was kind of on two bad wheels out
there, just trying to do whatever.”

Gonzalez, a Cleveland St. Ignatius
standout at receiver and in the defensive
secondary, had been out all of spring
practice with a right hamstring pull until
returning for the April 17 jersey serim-
mage at Ohio Stadium. The practice time
he had missed was evident that day as he
struggled, dropping a couple of balls

In the April 10 issue of BSB, we high-
lighted several offensive players belisved to
be "on the spot” during spring proactice,
Here is how thay fared:

* Justin Zwick, quarterback — Did
Zwick do anything spectacular 1o dazzle his
critics this sprng? Not really. Did he do any-
thing spectacular to lose the starting job?
Absolutely not. Truth be told, Zwick Is eerily
reminiscent of a certain 05U quarterback
who entered the 2002 season largely
untested and rather unspectaculardy, We all
know how that story ended. Zwick complet-
ed 16 of 26 throws In the spring game for
165 yards with no touchdowns but no inter-
ceptions either. Meading into the fall, it
oppears from all indications that the starl:
ing QB spot is still Zwick's to lose.

» Lydell Ross, tallback — With the
aucaption of a rather mundang performance
in the spring game, Ross seemed to do
everything this spring to solidify his hold on
the No. 1 taillback position, He was asked to
shed o couple of pounds, which he did with-
out any sacrifice of power. Ross also was
asked to do more film work than he has ever
done to help him improve upon his decision-
making once ha gats the ball, That will con-
tinue throughout the summer, He is poiswd
for a breakout senior season. All he noeds
to do s remain healthy, He passed the first
test with an injury-free spring.

* Roy Hall, split end — Hall had a rather
quiet spring and an even quieter spring
game with just one catch for minus-1 yard,
He did, however, recover a blocked punt
ond retumed it 41 yards for the Gray, giving
that team their best chance for @ score. In
scrimmages, Hall was making plays and

catching balls in
traffic. Thie only fear
Is that the OSU
offense will be
geared more toward
the run with Hall
getting only a few
balls thrown his way
per game. At 6-3
and 230 pounds, o
tall, athletie, reli-
able playmaker at
receiver in the Big
Ten can be a valu
able weapon, How will he be used in the
fall? Stay tuned.

* Louls lrizarry, tight end — Hoading
into the sprng, Iritarry simply needed to
return to basics and put a troublesome
rookie season behind him. By all accounts,
that's exactly what he did — right up until
May 1 when he was jailed along with team-
mate Ira Guilford for robbing & fellow Ohio
State student. If Jim Tressel's inilal reac
tion is any indication, Iizarry will not play
for the Buckeyes in 2004

* Offensive linemen — It was extremely
difficult to tell from the spring game how
the offensive line is coming together. With
Doug Datish, Tim Schafer and Nick
Mangold on ong team and Rob Sims and
Mike Kne on the other, it was impossible to
gauge the play of the projected starting
line, However, that five was on display dur-
ing scrimmages and other drills and
seemed to be doing fine. It is still 8 work in
progress, but the bullding blocks appear to
be in their proper places.

Roy Hall

— Mark Rea

when he was open.

"That was some serious rust right
there,” Gonzaloz said. *That was bad.”

When he pulled his left hamstring the
day before the spring game, he feared he
would miss another opportunity to show
what he could offer.

Gonzalez held up and came through,
but Tressel suggested he might need some
extra training.

“We need to get a little bit of a ham-
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string plan with Tony, maybe three or four
mornings a week at 6 o'clock — maybe
work on the hamstring machine or some-
thing," the OSU coach said. "But Tony
Gonzalez, when he's healthy, he can help
this team and I'm sure he will."

Gonzalez was in the room when Tressel
brought up the hamstring situation. He
wasn't sure if it was a joke or not.

"Probably not,” Gonzalez said,

“(although) I hope so.”
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Defense Allows 100-Yard Rusher, But Just 1 TD

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Mike Wachsman

The numbers compiled by the Ohio
State defense during the 2004 Scarlet
and Gray Game would lead one to the
conclusion that the Buckeyes are once
again going to be a fearsome unit on
that side of the ball,

There may be some truth to that,
but it's hard to really get a read after
watching a contost that had split up
offensive lines and didn't allow quar-
terbacks to run the ball

The defenses combined for 13 sacks
and kept the damage on the ground to
58 yards. There also was just one
touchdown scored during the after-
noon, so there is definitely something
to be proud of.

But the players were taking it as
just another step on the evolutionary
chain,

“This was good for us, but it will
really get going in the fall,” said line-
backer Anthony Schlegel, who tallied
nine tackles for the Gray squad. “We
protty much stuck with the basics
today, and it probably hurt the offense
a little bit that the quarterbacks could-
n't take off,
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GET BACK HERE — The spring game marked the first time line-
backer John Kerr (33) suited up in his new OSU game uniform. Here
he corrals Gray running back Roshawn Parker (20).

“Especially someone like Troy
(Smith), that's a big part of his game.
So we had a little bit of an advantage.
Then again, we couldn't blitz on first
downs. It was a pretty basic plan on

both sides, | guess.”

Even with the solid figures against
the run, there was some unhappiness
from the Buckeyes stop unit,

Freshman Tony Pittman netted 1056
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yards and had the longest run of the
day, a 13-yard burst shortly into the
second quarter,

He also hand three straight frst-
quarter runs of 8, 9 and 7 yards, a fact
that didn't go over very well with a few
players.

“We can't give up 7 yards a run on
the ground,” said linebacker John Kerr,
who saw his first meaningful action at
Ohio State since transferring from
Indiana, “They were running hard, but
that's no excuse, We need to flow to the
ball better. It's hard for me sometimes
because I'm only playing one series at a
time, 80 I'm still learning. But we have
to shut off the run a little bit better
than we did

“A lot of our negative yardage came
in sacks today, and that's going to
impact your rushing total. But to have
someone gain 100 yards on you, that
hurts a little.”

It's All On The Line

With off-season knee injuries to
Marcus Green and David Patterson
keeping them out of all 15 days of prac-
tice, the opportunity was there for
some younger players to get o lot of
work on the defensive line.

It was a chance for untested young-
sters such as Brandon Maupin and
Sian Cotton to get thrown into the mix,
and they seemed to pass the test
Maupin made three tackles in the
spring game, while Cotton had one but
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was also a presence in the backfield,

“Those guys really have some solid
qualities,” defensive tackle Quinn
Pitcock said. "Sometimes with young
guys they're a little timid, but both
Brandon and Sian can play. They
showed that they can hack it, and I
really expect them to be in the mix
when fall camp opens.”

Also making some noise was end
Jay Richardson, who finished with five
stops. He also had two sacks for the
Scarlet, and his biggest stop came late
in the fourth quarter when the Gray
had the ball at the Searlet 6-yard line.
Smith — temporarily allowed to scram-
ble with the Gray in striking distance
— went around right end looking to cut
the margin to 13-6. Richardson filled
the gap and managed to collar him,
allowing a gain of 3 but preventing the
Gray from scoring any points.

Pitcock showed that he appears
ready to step up and fill the void left by
the departures of Tim Anderson and
Darrion Scott. The sophomore was
active up front, and though he made
just three tackles on the day, he was
solid enough at the point of attack that
the Searlet went from running up the
middle to favoring the outside.

“It's always going to be our calling
card to attack the run," Pitcock said.
“We like to run to the ball, and we have
guys who can do that. We just have to
continue to play as hard as we can and
we'll be all right.

“The big test for us is going to be in
the fourth quarter, We want to physi-
cally be better and in more shape than
the team across from us.”

Pitcock isn't absolutely certain what
the season holds, but he knows that
there seem to be the requisite bodies
up front for the Buckeyes to make
some noise.

“It was great having Will (Smith)
and Tim and Darrion up there last
yeoar, but we're a new group,” he said. “1
expect more guys will be rotated in. We
had a lot of injuries this spring, so a lot
of guys got to show what they could
do.”

Much of what OSU does this fall will
be contingent on how well a relatively
inexperienced front plays. Patterson,
Richardson, Simon Fraser, Mike Kudla
and Marcel Frost will go after quarter-
backs while Pitcock, Green, Maupin
and Cotton will plug things up inside.

But if they can't get it done, OSU's
wealth of talent and experience at line-
backer will be moot.

“We know that a lot of it is on us,”
Piteock said. "If we can't put pressure
on the quarterback or take up some
blockers, our defense won't be able to
make plays. We have a lot of impact
players on our side, and we need them
to be free to do their thing. So it starts
now for us.”

Not Backing Off

There is a bit more stability in
08U linebacking corps, and one
would be hard-pressed to find a better,
deeper collection of talent anywhere.

Not only will A.J. Hawk and Bobby
Carpenter be back for their junior cam-
paigns, but Schlegel will be patrolling
the middle.

He shed blockers well enough and
sniffed out the ball with enough regu-
larity that the starting spot — for the
time being, anyway — looks like it's his
to lose.

“Today wasn't all about playing for
starting spots,” he said. “We wanted to
see how we moeasured up against the

Defensive Players On The Spot

In the April 24 Issue of BSB, we highlighted | def pl
the spot” during spring practice. Here is how they fared.

* Simon Fraser, dofensive end — After his position coach, Jim
Heacock, asked him to step up this spring. Fraser responded. He
moved through the 15 days of practice with relative case and
capped them with 8 three-tackle performance for the Gray in the
spring game. There is every reason to believe Fraser will be one of
the stars of an extremely deep and talented defensive line this fall.

. Sehl I, middie linebacker — Maybe he wasn't
quite Chris smalm.n, Andy Katzenmoyer and Matt Wilhelm all
rolled into one guy, but Schiegel did nothing this spring to hurt his
standing atop the depth chart ot middle linebacker. He exhibited
some rust after the transfer year but quickly adapted to 0SU’s style
of play. Nine tacklies in the spring game were about all you need to
know about whether or not he can cover the field. He is extremely
talented and supremely confident, traits shared with the afore.
mentioned former Buckeyes.

* Mike D'Andrea, middle linebacker — Unfortunately for D'Andrea, he was never med-
ically cleared to begin full contact in the spring and will have to bide his time until fall. But
if @ player can make improvement while pacing the sideline, it could ba D'Andrea. He apent
an ingrdinate amount of time in the film room, trying to analyze the flaws in his game and
address them with coaches. Once he hits the field this fall, it is expected that OSU fans
will see & player who pays much more attention to detail raothar than one who hopes his
athietic ability alone can got him by,

* Dustin Fox, corerback — Like D'Andrea, Fox spent much of the spring on the side-
lines after suffering a concussion. Also like D'Andrea, he used the down time to take a dif-
ferent view of his approach to the boundary cornerback position. Fox spent a lot of time in
the press box for a different perspective of scrimmages and listened in on coaching con-
ferences while on the sideline, He also got a healthy dose of reality when Ashlon Youboty
had a standout spring as his replacement. All of those things should fuel his desire for an
outstanding senior season.

* E.J. Underwood, comerback — All Underwood needed was to stay healthy and get a
lot of reps. He sccomplished the first with ease then benefited as much as anyone when
Youboty swilched over to Fox's position for most of the spring. In the limited amount of time
the media was aliowed access to drills, it appeared thot passes were seldom completed
to whomever Underwood was guarding. It will be interesting to see If he continues to
progress when Youboty moves back to challenge him in the fall,

* Mark Snyder, defensive coordinator — From all accounts, Snyder appears to be keep-
ing the status quo with the defense he inherited from Mark Dantonio. In other words,
Snyder sees no need to fix something that isn't broken, In fact, despite major personnel
Iosses the last two seasons, the case could be made that the Buckeyes will fleld the most
talent they have had in quite some time on the defensive side of the ball. Snyder's only
problem may be to devise a rotation system that will keep all of his players happy.

= Mark Rea

Simon Fraser

offense and against each other. The big
test will come in camp when we're
game-planning. This was pretty basic
stull.”

O5U attempted to take it easy on
Hawk after he went through off-season
arthroscopic knee surgery, but he still
was able to make three stops in the
Spring game.

Carpenter also was active, making
five stops and a sack.

Freshman Marcus Freeman defi-
nitely looks like a player after making
five tackles and one sack, though he
had a sure interception go off his hands
and into the waiting arms of receiver
Anthony Gonzalez.

Senior Thomas Matthews may final-
ly be on the verge of breaking out after
posting seven stops and a pair of sacks.
His speed on the outside and familiari-
ty with the secondary — he has done a
stint at safety — makes him similar to
Cie Grant, who blossomed as n senior
outside backer,

In fact, maybe even the OSU coach-
es can't make up their minds which
position Matthews should play. He was
listed as a strong safety in the initial
spring roster then as a linebacker in
the spring game program.

Meanwhile, even though he was on
the losing side, Schlegel wasn't that
upset with the day he and the line-
backing corps had.

“This is a very good group I'm with,”
he said. “I'm more comfortable now
because they've simplified things for us
today. Last year, Coach D (former
defensive coordinator Mark Dantonio)
put in the whole package, and that was

tough. We only ran a few things out of
the ordinary today, and the offense did-
n't run a ton, either.

“1 know what I can do now and
where my fit is. All the pieces are in
place with me and A.J. and Bobby and
Mike (D'Andrea, who sat out the game
with an injury). I learned about what
our mentality has to be for us to be sue-
cossful ”

Like Schlegel, Kerr also went
through some growing pains this
spring. But he also feels a little botter
about where he is now than where he
was at the beginning of camp.

“It was kind of hard to get into any
kind of groove,” Kerr said, “Knowing
you're anly going to be playing on our 30
series (nickel package), it takes a little
wind out of your sails. As a group I
thought the linebackers played well. We
(Scarlet) could have done better today. 1

think it should have been 35-0, But the
defense performed well as a unit. To
hold someone to negative rushing yards

is always good.”

Secondary A Primary Concern

With the loss of Chris Gamble and
Will Allen in the defensive backfield,
there will be some unfamiliar faces
doing battle for playing time,

Senior cornerback Dustin Fox was
held out of the game after sustaining a
concussion early during spring practice,
but the coaches have faith that he can
become a leader in the secondary.

Less certain is the way the opposite
side is taking shape,

The primary candidates appear to be
E4. Underwood and Ashton Youboty,
and each threw his helmet squarely into
the fray.

They had four tackles apiece, but
Youboty's stats might have been just a
tad more meaningful as he forced a fum-
ble, recovered a fumble, blocked a punt
and returned two punts for 20 yards.

It's apparent that both guys will play.
How much is the big question.

“We have a lot of capable guys,”
Youboty said. "We have guys who can
tackle, guys who can cover — just guys
who can play.”

There appears to be an embarrass-
ment of riches at safety, most notably on
the strong side with Donte Whitner. The
sophomore led all players in the game
with 11 stops, many of them coming on
running plays after Pittman had eluded
the linebackers.

“Donte stepped up today,” Youboty
said. “The DBs shouldn t have to make
#0 many tackles on running plays, but
we have some p!wmakm on offense.
Pittman runs pretty hard.”

Brandon Mitchell stood out more
than incumbent Nate Salley at the free
safety spot, making five stops to just
one for Salley.

As happened last year, that's a battle
that could go on well into fall camp.

Tyler Everott missed the game with
an undisclosed injury but also could be
in the mix at safety.

It's easy to see that the Buckeyes
have a little bit of sorting out to do in
the defensive backfield heading into fall

camp.

'Sur whole spring has basically been
about making progress,” Youboty said.
“I think we've taken some steps, but
there's more work to do.

“The spring helped us gain our iden-
tity as a defense, let us know what we
can do and what we can't do.”

While the spring was about
progress, the game itself was a nice
opportunity to show skills in a mostly
live setting. And there was a perk to
winning, too.

“We have bragging rights n]l sum-
mer,” Youboty said with a smil e
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COVER STORY: SPRING ENDS AS IT BEGAN

Continued From Page 1

to see how his quarterbacks handled
being in the pocket, but he wasn't will-
ing to say that the rules hurt one quar-
terback more than any other

1 think it took something away from
all of them because one of the things
one of your weapons — as a quarterback
is to step up and run when people get
overzealous with their rush,” he said, *So
it hurt all of them. Plus, quite honestly, |
didn't want them getting banged up.”

None of them did get hurt, though
Smith did hit the ground several times
when the pass-rushers’ eyes got a little
too wide. Defensive end Jay Richardson
sent Smith sprawling once, one of his
two sacks on the afternoon.

But Smith, regarded as the biggest
running threat of the three signal
callers, made it clear he was more
restricted by the rule than either Zwick
or Boeckman.

“Of course it hurt me more,” he said.
“Purposely, I wasn't able to do things
that | was going to be able to do. It hurt.”

Nevertheless, Smith attempted to
stay positive

*Now | see how it feels to really be
pummelled in the pocket like that,” he
said. 1 need that type of experience in
any way, shape or form that I can get. In
that aspect it was a positive day.”

Smith relented some, admitted that
he had not known of the plan to put the
quarterbacks in black jerseys until the
morning of the game. He went to see
Tressel, wondering why.

“He told me that he wanted me to
work on just standing in the pocket and
releasing the ball, which [ can under-
stand,” Smith said. “But if you lock
back at the national championship
game we won, Craig (Krenzel) had 81
yards rushing, all on step-ups. That's a
big part.

BALLCUBE

From Quarterbacks

“1 didnt necessarily agree with (the
decision to wear the black jerseys), but
what can [ do?

Judging by the seven times Scarlet
defenders got to Smith, one might think
Smith would have been on the ground
quite & bit more had the rules allowed
the QBs to be hit. Smith begged to differ.

“A lot of the time, | was stepping up,”
he said. “There were times that [ was
being sacked that 1 wouldn't have stood
back there like a sitting duck. You learn
from experiences like this.”

Smith wasn't overly impressive with
his arm on his seven completions, He did
complete multiple passes to tight end
Louis Irizarry and fullback Brandon
Schnittker, so he wasn't afraid to check
down and hit receivers underneath.

But he also failed to complete any
all on
one occasion early — and not all of his
short passes found their targets either,

Still, he earned the respect of his
teammates who were on the other side of
the ball

“Obviously, Troy's a scrambler,”
Scarlet cornerback Ashton Youboty said.
“Even if we have a coverage sack, it's still
a disadvantage because he runs and
gives them a first down. You just have to
be more aware. Troy has a good arm. He
can easily throw a fade right over your
head. So you just have to be aware,”

Finding A Comfort Zone

Zwick, meanwhile, seemed content
after his spring game performance. He
completed 16 of his 26 passes for 165
yvards, finding John Hollins and Tony
Gonzalez five times apiece and generally
avoiding any potential pitfalls.

He did have what looked to be an
interception go through the hands of
freshman linebacker Marcus Freeman,
falling into the waiting arms of
Gonzalez, but other than that Zwick
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SCRAMBLING FOR A CHANCE — While offensive tackle John
McLaughlin (62) occupies Scarlet defensive end Marcel Frost (84),
Gray QB Troy Smith (10) tries to find an open receiver.

avoided most situations where a
turnover could have eccurred.

Like Smith, he also failed to complete
any long balls, either over- or under-
throwing his intended receivers on a cou-
ple of occasions. Zwick also was in posi.
tion to complete some fade passes into
the end zone from the Gray's 3-yard line,
but the Searlet receivers couldn't create
enough separation to allow Zwick to drop
in a touchdown pass,

Most frustrating was that after
directing the Scarlet to a score on its first
possession, Zwick had his team in the
red zone on four more occasions and
could not push it into the end zone on
any one of those.

“We moved the ball well,” he said. *We
got it down there and we just have to
work on getting it in the end zone, If we
had scored all the times we were close to
the red zone or in the red zone, it would
have been a little bit better score. We
just have to work on finishing.”

Somewhat the forgotten man in the
quarterback derby, Boeckman entered
the game for the Gray on the third series
of the game but did not get any snaps
with the Searlet until the fourth quarter.
That provided Zwick with the chance to
get into a rhythm, and the presence of
106-yard runner Tony Pittman stepping
in for the largely inactive Lydell Ross
forced defenders to remain honest when
it came to stopping the Searlet,

That gave Zwick some time in the
pocket, allowing him to complete some
nice balls to Hollins, tight end Ryan
Hamby and wide receiver Santonio
Holmes when he was in the game.

“We threw some deep out, outside
reads that we had, faking a go and com-
ing back to it,” Zwick said. “When you're
throwing downfield to the sidelines, it's
something that's good if you can get it
out there.”

The amount of attention focused on
the two primary competitors for the
starting quarterback job would be over-
whelming for any member of the team,
much less two sophomores. That alone
has earned both Zwick and Smith the
respect of their teammates,

“I respect them a lot, for them to be so
young and know so much,” said senior
receiver Bam Childress, *“The coaches

are hard on them because they have to
know a whole bunch of stuff, but just for
the things that they have been through
and how well they have played in the
spring, | really respect them for taking
the media and everything. They still
come out cool, calm and collected and
just have fun.,”

Overcoming Nerves

Tressel consistently went out of his
way during spring drills to mention
Boeckman as in the mix for the quarter-
back job this fall, but it became fairly
apparent after the spring game that he
was o clear third on the depth chart.

Boeckman didn't look out of place in
completing 6 of his 11 passes for 33
yards, but he did throw the only inter-
ception of the day, a second-quarter
downfield heave that he tried to force to
Hall. Walk-on safety Antonic Smith
rolled over for the pick.

It was not o coincidence that
Boeckman looked a bit mare comfortable
under center in the fourth quarter with
the Scarlet.

*I eame out and it was too much,”
Boeckman =aid. *l saw the fans. I'm in
Ohio Stadium playing. | was really ner-
vous coming in. [ tried to calm the nerves
down, but it took a while to do that.”

While Boeckman would obviously love
the chance to take the field this fall with
the team as a true freshman, he under-
stands his role.

“I'm a young guy,” he said. *Those
guys have a year of experience on me,
and I just wanted to push them to get
better."

After 15 of the practices preparing for
the fall, Zwick is the slight leader in the
quarterback race, There will be-29 prac-
tices in fall camp for Smith to try to
unseat him before the Sept. 4 kickoff
with Cincinnati rolls around.

As far as the boas in concerned, nam-
ing a starter isn't the name of the game,
and he has no timetable as to when he
wants this competition to come to a reso-
lution.

“Our goal really isn't that day where
we get to name & quarterback,” Tressel
said. “Our goal is to have good quarter-
back play significant enough to win, and
we still have a ways to go there.”
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By ERIC LOUGHRY
Buckeys Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

He enrolled at Ohio State early, but
freshman tailback Antonio Pittman was
late for his first spring practice after mis-
takenly boarding the wrong bus on the
campus loop.

Pittman might have announced he had
arrived at OSU with his play in the final
spring session — the annual Scarlet and
Gray Game.

He finished with a game-high 105 rush-
ing yards on 21 carries for the Secarlet,
good for a healthy 5-yard average.

Pittman graduated early from Akron
Buchtel so that he would be able to start at
08U spring quarter and join the Buckeyes
in spring practice, and like many fresh-
men, he had some trouble finding his way
around campus during his first week of
classes. When the first of 15 spring prac-
tice sessions opened April 1, Pittman was
nowhere to be found — and it wasn't his
iden of a poor April Fools' Day prank.

When it became clear the bus was not
headed anywhere near the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center, Pittman frantically called
the football offices to explain what had
happened. He finally arrived at practice
feeling more than a little sheepish.

“The first day, I got lost. And then 1
came late. Then I got to run the ball and I

Originally Published: May 8, 2004

Pittman Was Better

Late Than Never

realized how much faster the (college)
game was,” Pittman said. “And you can't
outrun everybody to the outside. Now
you've got to go up there and you've got to
pound.”

Ho evidently made a lot of progress in
juat 15 days of practice.

Pittran looked neither lost nor out of
place during the final spring practice of the
year, with the 105-yard eoffort in the
Scarlet and Gray Game serving as punctu-
ation, He also was the leading rusher in
the April 17 jersey serimmage.

*I thought Tony had a good spring for a
guy coming in,” OSU head coach Jim
Tressel said. “He didn't have winter condi-
tioning and really didn't know much about
what we were doing. (But he) stepped in
and learned. Once he figured out the bus
system, we were in great shape.”

Pittman's big day came after o restless
night. Determined that he wasn't going to
be late on game day, Pittman was one of
the first people in the WHAC early on the
morning of the spring game,

“I woke up in the middle of the night —
about 3:30 — and just didn't go back to
sleep,” he said. T came to the Woody
(Hoyes Athletic Center) about 8:30 this
morning and I just was ready. The first
thing 1 grabbed was my jersey and just
turned it around to the back to see my
name on it. I was just happy.”

He had reason to be.
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WELCOME TO THE HORSESHOE — Scarlet tailback Tony Pittman
(25) had a breakout spring game with 105 yards rushing, while Gray
linebacker Marcus Freeman (17) accounted for five tackles, Both play-
ers are freshmen who enrolled early.

Senior Lydell Ross played just one
quarter for the Scarlet, rushing for 17
yards on five carries. Then it was
Pittman's first opportunity to show OSU
fans what he could do. He didn't disap-
point.

“He ran the ball well" Searlet quarter-
back Justin Zwick said. "All spring he's
been one of those guys that has spurts of
getting on the field and making plays, and
today he came out and made a bunch of
plays for us.”

Pittman's longest run of the day went
for 13 yards, and midway through the sec-
ond quarter he put together consecutive
runs of 8, 9 and 7 yards. But what he
remembered most after the game was a hit
put on him by Anthony Schlegel and Donte
Whitner, a fourth-quarter tackle that dis-
lodged his helmet.

“I remember a couple of plays, but the
one | remember (best) is when [ got my
helmet knocked off,” Pittman said. “That
was the hit — that was the hit I was wait.
ing for, [ mean, you never felt that in high
school. Now you understand the grown
men you're playing against, so you've got
to get ready.”

At least to some degree, Pittman feels
he already is.

“I'm feeling comfortable because if
you're running scared, you're going to get
hurt,” he said. "And if 1 was scared, 1
wouldn't have come here early. And |
believe that I'm ready.”

But there have been some growing
pains for Pittman. There was plenty for
him to digest, and though his college foot-
ball career is all of three weeks old, with
all he had to learn it seemed like the
process was longer to him.

“It has been a long, long ride,” ho said
*The jump from high school is a big transi-
tion, then from high school football to col-

lege football is going to be an even bigger
jump because the game is so much faster.

*And there is so much stuff that you
have to learn, You have to learn how to
pick up blitzes and read defenses, and you
have to learn your offensive sets and
everything else, so it's been a long ride.”

But Pittman expected an adjustment
period would be necessary, which is what
led him to take the steps to graduate from
Buchtel in January so that he could get a
head start at OSU,

“The whole reason why | jumped early
from high school s because you've got to
learn so much,” he said. *Your playbook is
like 300 and something pages. And in
camp in the summer you only get 10 days
to learn that. But when I got here, I had 15
days to learn that plua I still have the
whole summer plus camp to learn some
more, So Il be ready when the time
cames.”

Treasel noticed marked improvement in
Pittman's pass blocking, one of the most
drastic changes running backs face mov-
ing up from the high school level.

“The hardest thing to pick up ns a back
is your blitz protections,” the OSU eonch
said. “I thought he made some progress
there.”

Pittman was all smiles following the
spring game, but he realized that although
it was important he had a strong showing,
it's merely a building block. It was just a
scrimmage after all, a controlled one at
that.

*“The mission’s not accomplished
because we've still got summer condition-
ing and everything,” he said. "And I
haven't proven anything yet really.

“T just had a great day today, but I'm
going to continue to work harder and hard-
er and harder until the season comes, and
I'm still going to work harder.”

14 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN May 8, 2004



By MIKE WACHSMAN
Buekeye Sports Dulletin Staff Writer

There’s an old saying about there
being “no subatitute for experience,”
and Ashton Youboty seems to personify
that.

After a freshman season spent most-
ly on special teams, the Ohio State
sophomore now seems ready to pounce
on the field cornerback spot left vacant
by the early departure of Chris Gamble
to the NFL.

Though fairly new to the rigors of life
on the corner in the Big Ten, Youboty
said it was enough to simply get on the
field last year.

He was able to get a feel for the speed
of the game at the collegiate level, and
that put him at ease heading into spring
practice

“That one year was a big difference,”
Youbaty said. “Last year 1 was just run-
ning around, just trying to run after the
ball and make plays. This year I'm bet-
ter-skilled, better on my technique. [
know the defense. After they call it, 1
don't even think about it. I just line up
and play, Everything’s slower to me.

“I just slowed everything down.
Things are a lot slower. Even Bam
Childress (OSU's fastest receiver) is a
lot slower to me."

As & result, Youboty was one of the
most talked-about players of the spring.
He got notice for several good returns
during the team's annual kick scrim-
mage then stood out again two days
later at the jersey scrimmage.

But hie saved the beat for last, chalk-
ing up four solo tackles for the victorious
Scarlet team in the spring game, One of
those tackles was for loss and Youboty
also forced a fumble, recovered another,
broke up n pass, blocked a punt and
returned a pair of punts for a 10.0-yard
average.

After Dustin Fox sat out most of the
spring with a concussion, Youboty went
over to Fox's corner spot, where he spent
the rest of the spring.

Fox seems a lock to retain his spot, so
Youboty will battle E.J. Underwood for
the starting role on the other side —
Gamble's vacated spot that often draws
one-on-one coverage with the opponent's
top receiver.

The way he sees it, the job is his to
lose.

“As of right now, I'm starting at that
position,” a confident Youboty said. “It's
going to be tough on our position coach
to decide who to start. As of right now
I've been the starter (at Fox's position)
all spring, so wo'll see.”

Originally Published: May 8, 2004

Is Youboty Set To Succeed Gamble? You Bet

JETY DREHM

DOING IT ALL — Ashton Youboty (26) did a little bit of everything for
the Scarlet squad, registering four solo tackles, forcing and recover-
ing a fumble, blocking a punt and returning two punts for a 10.0-yard

average.

Early Initiation

A native of Houston, Youboty became
one of a growing number of players to
graduate from high school early so that
he could come to Columbus and get a
Jjump on practice.

The extra time paid off to an extent
as Youboty got on the field last season
and finished the 2003 campaign with
14 tackles, 13 of them solos, While
much of that damage was done on spe-

cial teams, he slowly worked his way
into the defensive backfield rotation. In
fact, the coaching stafl gained so much
confidence in him that he started last
year's Michigan game when Gamble
was briefly benched for disciplinary
reasons,

There's no real secret to getting the
job done for Youboty, at least in his
mind.

“I'm just out there trying to make

plays, running after the ball,” he said.
“You can't really think about a lot of
things while you're playing. You just
have to let your abilities take over.”

Part of letting your abilities take over
is knowing what you can and can't do.
Youboty finally got the hang of it late
lnst year, and he intends to take that
knowledge into the 2004 season.

“Once [ figured out the whole defen-
give system, | know where I have to be
at what time, when I have to break,”
Youboty said. *[ play faster now between
now and last year. My techniques
improving. I still need to improve, but
its beunr than last year. You can see the
progress,”

Youboty will never be mistaken for
Shawn Springs or Nate Clements on the
field ~— at least in terms of words per
minute — but he does remind OSU head
conch Jim Tressel of another former
Buckeye.

"He reminds me a little bit of when 1
used to watch Ahmed Plummer,” Tressel
said, “He was a guy that wasn't lashy
but he was always there, making the
play, in the right place every time,
stoady, doing what he's supposed to do.”

Waiting For Fall

After his solid spring, Youboty heads
into fall eamp brimming with confi-
dence.

“]1 think I had a good spring and I'm
pretty comfortable knowing what I can
do,” he said, “This defense is built on
making big plays, and I want to be part
of that.”

There's no doubt that Underwood will
continue to challenge Youboty for the
starting role, and that's not even taking
into account the arrival of heralded
freshman Ted Ginn Jr. this fall. He also
could throw himself into the mix, so the
defensive backfield could get mighty
crowded this fall.

*1 can't worry about who's coming in,”
Youboty said. “I know the coaches are
going to go out and get talented players,
but I have to worry about how I can help
the team. If you spend time worrying
about what everyone else is doing,
you're going to slack on your responsi-
bilities,”

Between now and the fall, Youboty
will continue to lock down everything in
his power — including his duties away
from the field.

"I'm just trying to stay eligible and do
what | have to do in class,” he said. *Out
here, it's just if the coaches see what
they want. EJ. and 1 are doing every-
thing the same. Nothing's different. |
think it's going to be a tough decision on
the position coach.”
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Slth Goes sAt OB
(If Only They Knew)

By CHRIS NIDA
Buckaye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

They didn't know it at the time, but the
Gray team got jobbed at the annual spring
game draft.

A Jim Tressel tradition since he took
over as head coach at Ohio State in 2001,
the draft was held on the Wednesday prior
to the April 24 spring game. As always,
seniors were divided up between the
Secarlet and Gray, and the draft proceeded
from there.

It was a bit of a surprise when the
Gray team decided to choose Troy Smith
first at the quarterback position, but Gray
senior Dustin Fox gave a compelling rea-
son for the selection.

“Troy can do so many things for us,” Fox
said. “In a game like this where they're
playing such base defenses, it allows us to
get Troy to break out of the pocket a little
bit and get the ball downfield.

“As you saw in the jersey scrimmage a
weekend ago (when Smith rushed for 105
yards), Troy really did a good job of mak-
ing plays with his feet and that's what
we're looking for him to do for us this
weekend ”

That perceived advantage would be
negated in the spring game because the
quarterbacks were forbidden to cross the
line of scrimmage (see cover story). At the
time, though, the Gray thought Smith's
scrambling ability was enough to set him
apart from Justin Zwick.

*] think our guys know that both those
guys have done some good things, and I
think if you asked them questions about
Todd Boeckman they'd tell you he's done

lntummum.

DEALERS WANTEDH

plipeey” haimets!

some good things,” Tressel said.

“I think really if I had to read into the
whole draft, it's fairly obvious to me that
no one has emerged as the guy (at any
position) yet, and | think that's accurate.
So I think the team's been paying pretty
good attention.”

Smith's selection was one of the few
surprises of the 2004 draft. Aside from the
quarterback position, most other positions
held true to the spring two-deep (see
accompanying box),

Before the draft began, seniors and
players at the less deep positions were
divvied up between the two squads.
Assigned to the Scarlet were the follow-
ing: cornerback Harlen Jacobs, linebacker
Thomas Matthews, wide roceiver John
Hollins, offensive lineman Mike Kne, full-
backs Branden Joe and Stan White Jr,
tailbacks Lydell Ross and Michael
DeMaria, kicker/punter Josh Huston,
punter Kyle Turano and long snappers
Drew Norman and Dimitrios Makridis.

The Gray was assigned cornerback Fox,
defensive lineman Simon Fraser, offensive
lineman John McLaughlin, tight end
Jason Caldwell, wide receiver Bam
Childress, fullbacks Brandon Schnittker
and Ryan Franzinger, tailbacks Roshawn
Parker and Maurice Hall, kicker Mike
Nugent, punters AJ. Trapasso, Kevin
Goerber and J.D. Bergman, and long snap-
per Kyle Andrews.

Also assigned to the Gray were line-
backers A.J. Hawk and Curt Lukens, both
of whom were expected to be limited due to
injury. Hawk did play sparingly, but
Lukens did not.

Following the assignments, head train.
er Doug Calland announced the players
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who would not play at all and those who

would be limited due to injury. On the

offensive side of the ball, offensive lineman
Kirk Barton, offensive lineman Steve
Fender and tailbacks DeMaria and Hall
would not see action, while on the defense
linebackers Joe Bradley and Mike
D'Andrea, Fox, defensive lineman Marcus
Green, David Patterson and Joel Penton
and safoty Tyler Everott would be held
out.

Expected to participate in a limited
fashion were tight end Ryan Hamby, Joe
and wide receiver Devin Jordan on offense
and Leo defensive end Redgie Arden, line-
backers Hawk, Lukens and Trever
Robinson and defensive back Antonio
Smith on defense.

The draft proceeded from there, with
Fox calling tails and the coin flipped by
Tressel landing heads. That left the Scarlet
with the first pick. The teams alternated
positions from which to choose and then
selected from within those position groups.

Wide recaiver Santonio Holmes was the
first player selected, as much for his abili-
ty at the receiver position as for his versa-
tility as a punt returner, always a crucial
element in the spring game.

“He's a playmaker, obviously” Ross
said. *He's a game-breaker. He can return
the ball and play receiver.”

The Gray followed up Holmes' selection
by snapping up center Nick Mangold, the
lone proven center on the OSU roster this
spring.

*On the offensive line, we have a lot of
guys that stepped up this spring with
Mangold being like the quarterback of the
offensive line,” Fraser said. “You have to be
nble to make adjustments and stop some of
the blitzes or whatever packages they're
trying to throw at us on the other side of
the ball.”

Carpenter was the first selection

SPRING DRAFT DAY -
While Jim Tressel preside;
over the festivities (fm
left), OSU passing game
coordinator Joe Daniels
and members of the
Buckeyes participate in
their annual draft for the
spring game rosters,

among strong-side linobackers,
not a surprise considering he is
backed up by fresh face Marcus
Freeman, The quarterback posi-
tion was opened next.

Other positions where the
order of selection may have come
as a surprise were at tight end,
where Louis Irizarry was chosen ahead of
Hamby, and at cornerback, where Ashton
Youboty was selected ahead of EJ
Underwood. However, Hamby was sup-
posed to be limited by injury, and with Fox's
absence due to a concussion, the cornerback
position was opened late, signifying the
team sees littlo difference between the two
top healthy competitors at the position.

After completing the draft, the teams
were allowed to make trades. Only one
deal actually went through, though, with
the Scarlet trading Arden for walk-on
Chris Schlichter to give the Gray more
vinble depth at the defensive end position.

There was no shortage of offers, though,
ns the Gray desperately wanted to obtain
more depth at the cormerback position
They proposed four separate deals involv-
ing Scarlet cornerback Michael Roberts —
including Smith for Zwick and Roberts —
but the Scarlet shot them all down.

Scarlet head conch Joe Daniels and
Gray head coach Mel Tuckor were in the
thick of the trade discussions. They also
were right there advising the players dur-
ing the draft, as were their assistants,
Mark Snyder, Jim Heacock, John Peterson
and Dick Tressel assisted Daniels on the
Searlot team, while Jim Bollman, Luke
Fickell and Darrell Hazell made up the
Gray staff under Tucker.

The coaches’ input into the order of
selection should not be discounted, but the
spring game draft does provide something
of an insight into how the seniors feel
about their teammaltes,

“T always like to get a feel for what the
players are thinking,” Tressel said. “You
don't know how much the coaches’ sugges-
tions had to do with their drafting as well.
I thought the amount of thought that
went into some of the selections tells you
that they feel pretty good about multiple
people at a lot of positions,”

The Scarlet And Gray Draft: Pick By Pick

positions were opaned.

squads)

Redgie Ardan)

Leo (defensive end)

Smith (5)
Caesar Buia (G), Joel Penton (5)
Haslam (G)

Daniel Dye (G)

Here are the results of the 2004 Ohio State sprng gamae draft, listed in the order in which the

Wide Recelver — Santonio Holmes (Scartet), Roy Holl (Gray), Tony Gonzalez (5], Devin Jordan
(G}, Darek Harden (S), Brent Ullery (G), David Lisko (8), Wes Scott (G)

Center — Nick Mangold (G), Steve Winner (S), Tyler Wnaley {assigned to Scaret)

Strong-slde Linebacker — Bobby Carpenter (S), Marcus Freeman (G), Chibindhu Nnake (G)

Quarterback — Troy Smith (G), Justin Zwick (S), Todd Boackman (aasigned to play for both

Defensive End — Jay Richardson (S), Chris Schlichter (G) (laer traded to Scadet for Leo
Tight End — Louls Irizarey (G}, Ryan Hamby and Jordan Hoewischer (assignqd (o Scariet)
Offensive Tackle — Rob Sims (5), Tim Schafer (G), T.J. Downing (S}, Steve Rehring (G)
= Mike Kudis (G), Marcel Frost (S), Reggio Smith (G), Redgie Arden (5)
(later traded to Gray for defensive end Chris Schiichtar)
Safoty — Nate Salley (5), Donte Whitner (G), Brandon Mitcheh (5), Rob Harey (G). Antonio
Defensive Tackle — Quinn Pitcock (G), Sian Cotton (S), Brandon Maupin (G), Derek Coker (5),
Comerback — Ashiton Youboty (S), E.J. Underwood (G). Michael Roberts (S), De"Angelo
Oftensive Guard — Doug Dotish (G), Andree Tyree (S), R.J. Coleman (G), John Conroy (5),

Tallback — Tony Pittman (5], Colby Staubis and Matt Johnsan (assigned 1o Gray)
Middle Linebacker — Anthony Schiegel (G), John Kerr ()
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On A Record Weekend, [Mefrstiomdes
OSU Ships 14 To Pros | ol

By MARK REA
Duckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

Ohie State may not have had a player
chosen in every round, but the Buckeyes
clearly had the best day of any college
program in the 2004 NFL draft.

Since the league adopted the seven-
round selection process in 1994, only
soven programs could claim as many as
10 players chosen in a single draft with
Miami (Fla.) holding the record with 11
players taken in 2002,

But the Buckeyes shattered that
mark with 14 players selected, including
three in the opening round. In fact, Ohic
State had at least one player taken in
every round except the second and sixth

“They nearly hit for the draft ‘cycle’
with at least one representative in 10 of

Originally Published: May 8, 2004

the 11 position categories recognized by
the NFL,” said ESPN.com writer Len
Pasquarelli. “The only position they did-
n't fill was running back, and that was
only because Maurice Clarett wasn't eli-
gible.”

Defensive end Will Smith was the
first OSU player taken, going with the
No, 18 pick to New Orleans, where he
will be reunited with former teammates
LeCharles Bentley and Cie Grant.
Former Buckeye Kevin Houser also is on
the team as the Saints’ long snapper on
punts and placements,

Cornerback Chris Gamble went with
the No. 28 pick to defending NFC cham-
pion Carolina, and receiver Michael
Jenkins went to Atlanta with the No. 29
selection overall.

On being the first Buckeye chosen in
a record-setting draft, Smith said he felt
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humbled.
“We were o
close group, so I

feel a lot of honor
with being the first
one taken,” he told
BSB. “We enjoyed
each other and our
time as Ohio State
Buckeyes. But what we enjoyed more
than anything was being part of a win-
ning team — a national championship
team — and doing things no one else
thought we eould do.

“Even though we had our critics, 1
guess the number of guys we had taken
in the draft proves that we had a lot
more talent than some people might
have given us credit for."

According to Saints head coach Jim
Haslett, no player was more important
to his team in the draft than Smith.

“He is a terrific talent and by all
accounts a no-risk selection,” Haslett
told NewOrleansSaints.com. “There
were five guys on the board that we real
ly liked and we took the highest remain-
ing player of that group.”

The Sainta reportedly took several
phone calls during their 15 minutes
allotted to select the player, including
one from defending Super Bowl champi-
on New England.

“The Patriots called us to move up,
but we told them we would make the
pick and they congratulated us on taking
a great player (in Smith),” Haslett said
“He is very active with great pass rush
skills, He can play at either end. He is a
multipurpose player and an excellent
athlete.”

As for his new home, Smith said he
was eager for the move,

“I've never been to New Orleans
before,” he said, *but I know it's a very
hot place and a good football place,
LeCharles said it was an exciting place
to play football, and he said they have
good fans there and that I'd like it.”
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Michael
Jenkins

29th

While Smith was heading south from
his native New York, Jenkins was mov.
ing just a few hundred miles north of his
Tampa, Fla., hometown.

“It's just a special feeling to be picked
in the first round"” Jenkins told
reporters during his first press confer-
ence in Atlanta. "I didn't know what was
going to happen (with the Falcons)
because they had an early second-round
pick. But they thought I had first-round
potential and they got me.”

Jenkins said that he locked himsell
away in his old bedroom at his parents’
home in Tampa to watch the draft

"l was in my room in Tampa by myself
while everyone else was down in the liv.
ing room watching the draft,” he said.
“The first round started closing out and
my mom and I took a walk around the
block and got the call from a 770 number
and they said I was going to be the next
pick, so | had to turn around and go back
in the house to try and eateh it on TV.

“It was a little nerve-racking because
I had no idea what team would be look-
ing to take me.”

Once he got the call from Atlanta, the
prospect of catching balls from Michael
Vick immediately went through his
head.

“I think every receiver wants to go to
Atlanta and be a part of an offense with
Michael Vick," Jenkins said. “It's just a
great team to work with, and I'm excited
to get out there and learn and try to
help.”

Four other Buckeyes heard their
names announced on the first day of the
draft, beginning with Ben Hartsock with
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the No. 68 pick to Indianapolis,

Defensive tackle Tim Anderson was
also a third-round selection, going to
Buffalo with the T4th overall pick.

Punter B.J. Sander shot up into the
third round — a rarity for kicking spe-
cinlists — ns Green Bay used the No. 87
pick to select him.

Defensive tackle Darrion Seott round-
od out the third-round selections for the
Buckeyes, going to Minnesota one spot
after the Packers picked Sander.

The fact that Sander rose into the
third round was unusual enough since
only one or two punters are typically
drafted each year. It is even more rare for
the Packers to spend such an early pick
on o punter, In fact, the only other time
Green Bay has selected o punter as early
a8 the third round was in 1981 when they
took Ray Stachowicz of Michigan State
with the 62nd overall pick.

But Josh Bidwell's departure via free
agency to Tampa Bay made punter one
of Green Bay's few positions of need, and
the Packers decided to jump on Sander
befors he was gone.

“I figure that we possibly drafted a
starter st that position, a very valuable
position to help our field position,” Green
Bay head coach and general manoager
Mike Sherman told Packers.com. *I don't
look at it as overly risky. I look at it as
risky if I didn’t take him."

Sander will compote for the punting
Job with former Cincinnati punter Travis
Dorsch and ex-Australian rules foot-
baller Nathan Chapman. But Sherman
said he was confident Sander would win
the job in training camp. He also likes
the fact that Sander is left-footed.

“Being left-footed puts a different apin
on the ball,” Sherman said. “I've always
been enamored with left-footed punters
because 1 know how hard it is to field
those punts coming off that foot. 1 think
he can be a dangerous punter in
Lambeau Field,"

Once he arrived in Green Bay for the
team's minicamp, Sander was besieged
by reporters asking him if he felt any
added pressure by being selected so
highly.

“It's just one of the things you deal
with,” he told reporters. "Most of the
pressure I feel is pressure I put on
myself because [ have very high expecta-
tions."”

So do the Packers, who traded a
fourth- and fifth-round pick to Miami te
ot into position to take Sander.

Second Day Just As Good

On the second day of the draft, seven
more Buckeyes heard their names
called.

Center Alex Stepanovich and safety
Will Allen were fourth-round selections
by Arizona and Tampa Bay, respectively.

Tampa Bay defensive backs coach
Mike Tomlin admitted that he began
studying Allen intently in February, A
few weoks later, Tomlin personally
attended the Ohio State Pro Day to
watch Allen’s workout,

So when the second day of the draft
came and the OSU defensive back was
still on the board, the Buceaneers coach
got his player.

“I never really get into how other peo-
ple see it," Tomlin told Buccaneers.com,
“but I knew that we liked him, and if the
opportunity presented itsell we were
going to jump on him.”

Having released John Lynch and pro-
moted third-year man Jermaine Phillips
to the starting lineup ot strong safety,
the Bues felt a need in the secondary,

“Just from a pure numbers stand.

point, we needed another guy to go into
the mix,” Tomlin said. “Will more than
meets the criterin. He is a versatile guy,
o mon-coverage guy, active — he showa
natural instincts and plays hard. (He's a)
program guy, of course. The success that
the Ohio State program has had speaks
for itself, but you like guys who have
experiencoed some success and know
what it's about, know what it's about to
compete for championships. We're excit-
ed about him.”

Following in round five were quarter-
back Craig Krenzel to Chicago, receiver
Drew Carter to Carolina and linebacker
Robert Reynolds to Tennessee.

Krenzel watched the draft at the
house of his fiancee, Beth Barr, and her
parents in Dublin, just outside
Columbus, His parents, Alan and
Debbie, drove down from BSterling
Heights, Mich., with his sister, Krysten,
while Krenzel's older brother, Brian, lew
in from North Carolina.

Along with his brother and father,
Krenzel went golfing the first day of the
draft then attended church with the
entire family Sunday morning before
returning to the Barr residence to watch
the second day of the draft.

While most draft experts predicted a
sixth- or seventh-round selection for
Krenzel — if he was to be drafted at all
~— the Bears snapped him up late in the
fifth round.

Was he surprised to be taken that
early?

“I wouldn't say surprised,” Debbie
Krenzel told BSB. "He was very pleased
= thrilled — that he went that high.”

Krenzel told ChicagoBears.com that
he still wants to become a doctor but will
gladly put those plans on hold for a shot
ot the NFL.

“It's always been my No. 1 aspiration
and dream to play football in the NFL,”
he said. “Medical school hns always been
a backup plan for me if football didn't go
the way I wanted it to. It'n something
that I would enjoy and something that 1
could be suceessful at and something
that I could do to help other people. But
it's always been my No. 1 goal and pas-
sion to play in the NFL.

“Someday after I'm done playing foot-
ball, which hopefully isn't for a long
time, I'll probably entertain the thought
of going back to school even if it's 10, 12,
15 years from now — which is what I'm
hoping it is.”

Krenzel added that he didn't foresee
having to make many adjustments going
from the run-oriented offense at Ohio
State to the high-power attack featured
in the NFL.

“I don't think there are really going to
be any adjustments,” he said, "Most
offenses are 60-40 pass-run, and
whether it's college or the NFL, the goal
is to do both effectively. Personally for
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me as o quarterback, it's exciting for me
to come into a system where we're going
to try to have that balance.

“It's kind of difficult when you play in
n system like Ohio State, where you
don’t usually get a chance to throw until
it's third-and-9 and everyone knows
you're going to throw the football.”

Meanwhile, Panthers general manag.
er Marty Hurney said he regarded
Carter as a steal in the fifth round.

*Drew Carter is a receiver that we
had high,” Hurney told Panthers.com.
“We think he would have gone higher if
he wasn't hurt last year. We think he is a
guy that will come in and be able to help
us. It will take some time this year
becauss of the injuries, but he was just
too good to pass up.”

Carter said it didn't matter where he
was drafted, only that he was selected.

“My physical therapist and I had a
goal and that was for me to get drafted,”
he told BSB. T had my own workout at
the beginning of April. I still ran o high
4.3 and that was only four months out of
surgery. After that, 1 felt a lot better
about my chancea.

“But you never know with a draft. I'm
a hard worker and 1 think that's why a
team like Carolina took a chance on me
I'm not one to give up very easily”

Carter was doubly elated when he
wns drafted to the same team that
selocted Gamble.

“When | saw [ got drafted by
(Carolina), 1 thought, ‘I guess I'm going
to be with Chris,’ which is cool,” he said
“It's always good to have someone there
that you've hung around with for the last
four years. Chris and I are really good
friends. I'm just glad that we both get an
opportunity to play.

“He's just a natural. He has so much
natural athletic ability that with a little
conching he can adjust right away. It
seemed like he and | would go against
each other every day, and we just made
each other botter. Chris is going to be a
great corner in the NFL.”

The OSU portion of the draft conelud-
ed with offensive tackle Shane Olivea
going to San Diego and offensive guard
Adrien Clarke picked by Philadelphin in
the seventh round.

There was a tinge of excitement as
well as a little uncertainty in the voice of
Clarke as he prepared to board a plane
to Philadelphia to participate in the
team's minicamp, which began May 3.

*I think I'm going in with something
to prove,” Clarke told BSB. “The Eagles
are n good organization, They're right
there every year, so it will be good to go
somewhere where they're used to win.
ning.”

Clarke went to tremendous lengths
to shed pounds and gain confidence for
the NFL after the Buckeyes' season
ended.

He tipped the scales at 324 pounds on
O8U's Pro Day, and he said he got good
feelers from teams around the league.

Hoping to hear his name called on
the first day of the draft, Clarke got a lit-
tle frustrated as the rounds went by
with no mention,

“Honestly, when it gets that late,
there is a part of you that thinks it
might be better not to get drafted,” he
gaid, “But then you realize that there
are only about 300 players to get picked,
and you can say you're one of them. A lot
of guys would like to be in my shoes,
going to a team that's shown it's com-
mitted to winning."

Clarke grew up a fan of the Cleveland
Browns but will change his allegiance
now that he's heading to the City of
Brotherly Love,

*They've got Donovan McNabb, and
he's a big-time playmaker,” Clarke said
“I don't know a ton about them, but |
know about (head coach) Andy Reid and
the fact that the defense is always good,
They're always in the middle of the NFC
title race, 8o | can go in there and hope-
fully break in.

“I know there are some veterans up
front there, but 1 can only worry about
what [ ean control, 1 can't worry about
who or what is in front of me. If I give it
my best effort, then I've done what |
can

Froe-Agent Signings

Following the draft, two mare OSU
players inked free-agent contracta and
joined their teams in mini-camp.

Quarterback Scott McMullen signed
with Philadelphia and will compate for a
roster spot behind MeNabb, Koy Detmer
and Andy Hall, a sixth-round draft
choice from Delaware

Meanwhile, offensive guard Bryce
Bishop signed a deal with Tennessoe,
one of 27 free-agent signings the Titans
announced after draft day. Others ink.
ing deals with Tennessee included
Miami (Fla.) running back Jarrett
Payton, son of the late NFL Hall of
Fame running back Walter Payton.

Eric Loughry and Mike Wachsman
contributed to this report.
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There are going to be battles for posi-
tions any spring for any college football
team. Players graduate and younger
players — or those who have waited their
turn — fight for the open spots in the
starting lineup. It's as much a part of
spring as rain and the start of baseball
senson.

Yet when one of the open positions is
quarterback, it seems that all eyes are on
that battle. Few seem to care that there
might be solid competition at middle line-
backer or cornerback. Who's winning the
battle at quarterback?

Such was the case this spring at Ohio
State where sophomores Justin Zwick
and Troy Smith battled it out for 15 prac-
tices with neither quarterback seeming
to gain a significant edge.

Whenever the Buckeyes have two
quarterbacks of similar ability it seems
that fans tend to throw around the term
“quarterback controversy.” [ don't consid.
er a battle between two players during
the spring a controversy. I consider that
healthy competition.

However, intentionally or uninten-
tionally, OSU coach Jim Tressel may
have thrown gas on the gquarterback
flames — certainly in some fans' eyes —
when he decreed that quarterbacks in
the spring game could not cross the line
of scrimmage. The conch pointed out that
the rule affected all three quarterbacks
with freshman Todd Boeckman also in

@& mix

But all 45,074 in attendance, as well
os every player on the team (and let's be
honest, the coaches, too) knew that stipu-
lation affected the elusive Smith the
most, That led many — especially those
believing the conches have alroady made
up their minds about their quarterback
— to the conclusion that there was some
sort of conspiracy to limit Smith.

Let's take a look at this situation.

Il & pro team is paying one player mil-
lions of dollars and another the league
minimum and the two are playing com-
purably, the high-priced guy is going to
play. Similarly, in the college game if a
scholarship player and a walk-on are bat-
tling for a position, if all things are even
close to equal, the scholarship player will
weo the field. That's just the way it usual-
1y is

Now Troy Smith is hardly a walk-on

But Zwick, the most heralded high
school quarterback to come aut of Ohic
sinee Art Schlichter a quarter of a centu-
ry earlier, is o player in whom the coach-
o8 invested o lot of time and effort
recruiting. Smith, on the other hand, was
recruited as an athlete, with the feeling
that he would find the field somewhere,
but probably not at quarterback in front
of Zwick.
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Quarterbacks Garnering Undue Attention

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

It only stands to reason thot Tressel
and his staff would give Zwick the first
shot at the position vacated by two-yoear
starter Craig Krenzel, Smith also seems
to be getting his shot at the job, but the
smart money would say that he would
really have to separate himself from
Zwick to win the starting nod. | don't
believe he did that this spring.

You also have to consider the fact that
Zwick's pocket game may be more to the
liking of Tressel than Smith's “slash”
style of quarterbacking. While Smith
might rack up the yards, his willingness
to free-lance may be a little too extreme
for Tressel, at least within the context of
the “don't make a mistake and let's get a
S0-yard punt” type of offense the coach
has favored so far at Ohio State.

I always put some stock in the spring
game draft by the players. They have no
real agenda and sometimes you can glean
some insight as to who is and who isn't
making progress by analyzing what order
the players choase the spring rosters.

The Buckeye seniors on the Gray
squad, interestingly, chose Smith over
Zwick. That may not have been as signif-
ieant as it might have seemed on the sur.
face, however. The choice of Smith may
have baen o strategic move on the part of
the Gray team, rather than a comment
on which quarterback was doing bettor.

“Troy can do so many things for us,”
senior Dustin Fox said after the draft. "In
a game like this where they're playing
such base defenses, it allows us to get
Troy to break out of the pocket a little bit
and get the ball downfield.

“As you suw in the jersey scrimmage o
weekend ago (when Smith rushed for 105
yards), Troy really did a good job of mak-
ing plays with his feet, and that's what
we're looking for him to do for us this
weekend.”

Fox and his teammates were thrown a
curveball, however, when Tressgel prohib-
ited quarterbacks running with the ball.

Conspiracy theorists will say that
with Zwick as the preferred pick, Tressel
didn't want Smith running wild in front
of the spring throng. Playing behind a
patchwork offensive line, Smith would
have been Nlushed out of the pocket — he
was sacked seven times in the spring
game — and once he took off, he would
have been running against a defense that
had been divided in half. Chances are he
would have gained o lot of yards against
a defense sprinkled with reserves and
walk-ons.
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Tressel claimed that he simply wanted
his quarterbacks to get experience stay-
ing in the pocket and that he didn't want
anyone getting hurt. Those are noble
motives.

Perhaps the coach would have been
better served, however, if he had outlined
the quarterback limitations in advance.
The serimmage-day decision proved to be
a bit of a public relations disaster and
seemed to irk Smith, though he did his
best to keep his team-first face on.

To their credit, Smith and Zwick have
done a good job of keeping the competi-
tion upbeat.

1 took note of n comment by senior
receiver Bam Childress.

*“I respect them a lot, for them to be o
young and know so much,” Childress said
of the two quarterbacks. “The coaches are
hard on them because they have to know
a whole bunch of stuff, but just for the
things that they have been through and
how well they have played in the spring,
I really respect them for taking the media
and everything. They still come out cool,
calm and collected and just have fun”

I think, when all is said and done,
Ohio State will come out just fine at
quarterback.

And by the way — did you know Ohio
State is trying to fill 13 other positions?

Standing Out

Plenty of players stood out during the
spring. The two who seemed to attract
the most positive attention were proba-
bly freshman running boack Tony
Pittman and linebacker Anthony
Schlegel, a junior transfer from Air
Faorce,

Pittman, who was one of the stars of
the spring game with 105 yards rushing,
should help give the Buckeyes the depth
at running back they lacked last season
in the wake of Maurice Clarett's unantic-
ipated absence. His emergence may be
that much more important with Maurice
Hall's knees still questionable and the
probable absence of Ira Guilford, a pro-
jected defensive back who became an
emergency fill-in ot running back last
senson. He is now [neing legal charges
following o late-night campus incident

Schlegel came to Ohio State with All-
Mountain West credentials from his time
at Air Force, He ahook off the rust from
his forced transfer sabbatical and had o
solid spring, including nine tackles in
the spring game. His emergence is one
maore indicator that the Buckeyes will be
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loaded at linebacker this season. The
biggest problem linebackers coach Luke
“ickell may have is keeping his bevy of
talented players happy.

NFL Victory No Surprise

I don't know why people were so sur-
prised when the Supreme Court upheld
an appeals court's stay of the decision
making Clarett and others eligible for the
NFL draft. It has been known for years
that the NFL had attorneys at the ready
to fight any challenge to their rule bar
ring players from entering the draft until
they are three years out of high school

The prevailing school of thought had
been that by the time Clarett went
through the challenge of the rule, he
could have continued his college career,
improved his draft status and been eligi-
ble without all the legal rigmarole.

About the anly thing that was surpris-
ing to me in the process was how quickly
U.S. Distriet Court Judge Shira
Scheindlin made the initial ruling in
Clarett's favor. Now wa will see how long
the process drags out.

The thing that bothered me most was
the idea of Clarett's attorneys taking up
the time of the Supreme Court with his
case. This body has ruled on some of the
most critical issues affecting the course of
our history. I just don't think Clarett's
plight stacks up with Brown va. Board of
Education

His case does involve freedom to pur-
sue & chosen field and there are some
legitimate logal questions involved, |
simply don't see Clarett or many in his
camp that concerned with the legal
precedent, though. | think they are con-
cerned with how quickly Clarett is
allowed to play for pay.

1 hope Clarett understands the signif-
icance of the Supreme Court and having
his case argued in front of it. Or is it all
nbout Maurice?

Not Very Popular

Clarett is apparently not particularly
popular in Columbus Readers of the
city's The Other Paper were asked who
they wished more success for, Clarett or
ex-Columbus Clipper Drew Henson

In the unscientific poll, 75 percent of
the readers wished more success to
Henson, That is significant when you
consicder Henson quarterbacked archrival
Michigan and was a bust with the home-
town Clippers before opting for pro foot-
ball. The poll was taken Iate last year |
doubt Clarett's popularity with the peo-
ple of Columbus has increased since
then

Il have some other results concerning
Ohio State sports from “The Other Poll”
in upcoming issues.
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