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Long Field Goal
As Time Expires
Carries OSU

To 24-21 Win
Over Marshall

By CHRIS NIDA
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

When Ohio State took control of the ball on its
own 45-yard line with just 25 seconds to play and
the score knotted at 21 with Marshall, it quickly
became apparent that the Buckeyes' second game
of the season would likely rest on the right leg of
Mike Nugent

That OSU ended up on the Thundering Herd's

. d7<yard line with two to play = meaning
the game-winning kick would be n career-long 55-
yarder for Nugent if he connected — hardly mat-
tered. The Buckeye kicker had been so automatic
during the 2002 and ‘03 seasons while hitting
nearly 90 percent of his fleld goals, including all
three attempts from beyond 50 yards, that his
teammates had no doubt he would win the Sept
11 game for them.

*1 knew it,” senior defensive end Simon Fraser
aaid, “The whole entire stadium knew it.”

Once Nugent drove his leg through the ball
solidly, one would think even the most doubting of
Thomases would consider OSU's 24-21 victory a
foregone conclusion. Except that after connecting
with the pigskin, two thoughts ran through

Nugent's mind — and
neither of them was
good,

The first concerned
whether his ball would
hang on and sneak inside
the left upright

"I don't know how
other guys are when they
hit a ball, but every time

v

I hit a solid

ball it goes back and forth a little bit,”
Nugent said. “Tt kind of scared me at
first. First, it was going dead center
and then it started going back in. I
was just telling it to go in, and in that
last second, it made it by about two
inches.”

Nugent's second thought took him
back to the previous week's game
against Cincinnati, when he barely
missed a S3-yarder after initially
thinking he had struck a good ball.

“Right when | hit this one, before |
picked my head up, it was kind of like
that 53-yarder I missed last week,” the
senior co-captain said, “Before [ picked
my head up 1 felt amazing about it,
but this one, | kind of sat there before
I picked my head up like, “That felt
good, but | missed the last one 1
thought I felt good on.' I looked up and
it was going back and forth. Finally it

-

just snuck in right at the end.”

So did the Buckeyes, as they have
80 many times over the past two-
plus seasons. The victory over
Marshall followed the same script as
most of those victories — an offense
that came up big when it was need-
ed, a strong defense that clamped
down in the red zone and a eontinu-
ally solid effort by the special teams,
specifically Nugent.

This game dilfered at the end,
though. Believe it or not, throughout
all of the Buckeyes' nail-biting victo-
ries, never before had Nugent or any
of his teammates won a game on the
final play — not that it mattered to
anybody on the team when it came
time to send Nugent out for the win,

“l was confident,” head coach Jim
Tressel said. “We've put him in that

Continued On Page 10
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LOOK OF A CHAMPION — Ohio State kicker Mike Nugent (85) exults after booting a game-win-
ning 55-yard field goal against Marshall, The senior tied an Ohio Stadium record for longest kick
and staved off the Herd's bid for overtime.

In This Issue Of BSB

Got your heart rate down yet? If so, get ready to get
your pulse jumping again as you relive Ohio State's
thrilling, last-second victory over Marshall,

We have o full recap and all of the inside news from
the 24.21 victory clinched when Buckeye kicker Mike
Nugent booted a 55.yard field goal through the
uprights as time expired.

After you read about the Marshall game, turn over to
pages 28:30 and get ready for OSU's toughest test yvet —
a road trip to meet Chuck Amato's solid N.C. State
squad,

Also in this week's edition, you'll get to know offen-
sive lineman Mike Kne and student coach Angelo
Chattams, We also have updates on the ticketing and
tailgating situation at Ohio Stadium and review the
first couple of weeks of instant replay,

As always, cateh up on the latest on men's basketball
and recruiting, and get updates on Ohio State's
Olympic sports programs. It's all inside.
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No End Of Tressel’s Magic In Sight

“If it's to be, let it be me.”

That was the supposed mantra of
Ohio State football players during the
John Cooper era. Simply put, it meant
that if a big play was to be made, indi-
viduals were hoping they would be the
ones to make it

Unfortunately, that saying really did-
n't come into vogue until good ol’ Coop
rode off into the sunset and Jim Tressel
came charging into town,

Nowadays, you get the [eeling that
members of the team don't only say
those words, they truly believe them

When Mike Nugent kicked a 56-yard
field goal to propel OSU over Marshall
on Sept. 11, he became the latest
Buckeye to put himsell on the line and
make a gamewinning play for Ohio
State

How many times hos that happened
in the pust two years! You can't count
them on the fingers of both hands any-
more, The 24-21 victory marked the
ldth time in the last 24 wins the
Buckeyes have won by seven points or
less,

Each time, a different player seems
to come to the fore.

For two years in a row, it was Craig
Krenzel at the Fiesta Bowl, Last year
against Purdue, it was Mike Kudla who
recovered a fumble in the end zone, It
was Scott McMullen against Penn State,
Will Allen against Bowling Green and
San Diego State, and Michael Jenking
against North Caroling State

In the years before Tressel got here,
the Buckeyes weren't muaking those
plays. In fact, rather than snatehing vie-
tory from the jaws of defeat, it wos
decidedly the other way around

Some of the most talented teams in
recent Ohio State history have inexplice
ably stubbed their toes ot the most inop-
portune times. The juggernaut of talent
that pussed through the OSU locker
room from 1968-70 produced a national
championship but undoubtedly should
have produced three in o row. Losses to
Michigan in 1969 and to Stanford in the
1971 Rose Bow! still leave those players
seratching their heads nearly 35 years
later

Archie Griffin became the first player
ever to start four Rose Bowls and
remains the only two-time Heisman
Trophy winner in history, During his
junior year, his top-ranked Buckeyes
lost to unranked Michigan State then
followed that the next year by losing to
UCLA in the Rose Bowl — the same
team the Buckeyes had throttled 41-20
earlier that same season

Certainly you remember the more
recent debacles. The losses ot Michigun
in 1993, '95 and 977 How about the 28
24 home loss to Michigan State in "98?
Another potential national title down
the drain

Since Tressel started overhauling the
program, those famous belly flops have
turned into sonring victories that leave
the wverage Buckeye fan reaching lor
the Advil with one hand and the Pepto
Bismol with the other

I was standing in the opposite end
rone when Nugent booted his 56-yarder
to beat Marshall and heard the Ohio
Studivm crowd erupt with delight —
except it wasn't quite o voleanic erups
tion,

Maybe I'm just used to the noise now
afler 80 many narrow victories over the
past |.uu|:|l.‘ of years that just one more

EDITOR'S NOTER00K

eruption pales in comparison to 80 many
that have come before. Or maybe the
05U faithful are just worn out,

Either way, the pulse-pounding victo-
ries have become a staple of Ohio State
football under Tressel us his players
look for new and innovative ways to win
the gonme.

It's a refreshing mind-set those
Buckeyes seem to have. Just as losing
bogets losing, winning is just as conta-
gious = and this team seems to be
severcly alflicted.

Offense Coming Around

I'm beginning to really warm up to
Justin Zwick as the Ohio State gquarters
back. 1 think the kid has obvious talents
and needs only more experience to
become a truly dangerous weapon for
the Buckeyes

After just two career starts, dwick
has comploted 32 of 56 passes (67.1 per-
cent) for 531 vards and four TDs. His
decision-making is still somewhat sus-
pect. He los the true quarterback’s
mentality of thinking he can complete
any pass to any recviver no matter the
coverage. And ot least two of his four
interceptions this year so far have been
Nonters that were easy catches for
defenders

But that kind of thing will disappear
as Zwick maotures in the position, [ lke
his setup, I like his mentality and 1 like
the way he operates the offonse. As lor
the interceptions, | think we could all
live without those and he's certuinly not
going to get away with throwing two
every game

But from what I've seen in just two
games, 1 think he is going to live up to
what was prajected for him coming out
of high school,

Along with Zwick’s two interceptions
and two other turnovers, there was
plenty to eriticize on the offensive side of
the ball

Ohio State elearly could not run the
ball eflectively against Marshall when it
wanted to cat some time ofl the clock in
the second hall, Still, you look at the
final stats and Lydell Ross somehow
wound up with 90 yards. He still runs
too much with his head buried and he
still takes too long to make up his mind
which direction he's going to go, but he
remaing an elfective running back

There is no doubt that he is better if
he does not have to carry the entire load
as he did against the Herd. But with
fullback Branden Joe still out with an
ankle injury wond backup tailbucks
Maurice Hall and Tony Pittiman o little
nicked up, Ross got all of the tailbuck
carries oguinst Marshall.

Once Joe returns to the lineup, |
think the Buckeyes will improve in their
running game. He is the best blocker
among the fullbucks and he offers the
added dimension of being able to run the
ball as well as catch it coming out of the
backfield

The olfensive line is still a work in
progress, but it is getting better. The
pass blocking 1s still ahead of the run

blocking, something on obvious disploy
as the Buckeyes tried unsuccessfully to
run ogainst Marshall, which dared them
Lo pass by putting vight men in the box
To Tressel's credit, he guickly aban-
doned his original game plan in the first
half and went to the air often — with
excellent results,

In the second half, os the Herd
dropped into coverage Lo prevent
Santonio Holmes from hoving a 400
yard day, the running game got a little
better. In faet, the Buckeyes more than
doubled their rushing output from the
first hall. They totaled only 65 yards in
the second balf on the ground, but it was
still much better than the 24 they had in
the lirst half.

As [ar o puss protection i cone
cerned, the Buckeyes are already pretty
good, In two gomes, Zwick has gotten ofl
66 passes and has been sacked only
twice — ance in cach game. The sack he
took aguinst Marshull was o coverage
sick and one when he had plenty of time
to get rid of the ball.

Not As Bad As It Seemed

There was a lot to criticize on the
defensive side of the ball against the
Thundering Herd, especially since they
had struggled so much against Troy in
their vpener.

Despite the fact that the Trojans are
much improved at 2:0 with a win over
ranked Missouri to their eredit, 1 lind it
hard to beliove their delense stiucks up
o par with Ohio State. Yel, there was
the Herd, piling up chunks of yordage
an drives of 12, 17 and 11 plays

I also thought the tockling wus
extromely sloppy, so gloppy in foct that
it made Morshall's players look laster
than th weally were, The Herd took
odvantage of overpursuit by the
Buckeyes and cut back ony number of
times Lo gain exten yardage. Even when
they didn't overpursue, OSU delenders
tried to arm tackle, and You can't arm
tackle any college pluyer on the Division
I-A level und expect Lo bring lam down

Even with those weaknesses exposed,
o little deeper look into the defonsive
performance reveals that Marshall real-
ly scored only one touchdown against
the unit. The Herd dofinse sccounted
for one score on Ross’ lumble and set up
the other with an interception, allowing
their offenise to move only 13 yards tw
et to the end zone

Tuke out the three long drives and
Marghall secounted for just 73 yards on
38 plays the rest of the game. That's un
overage of less than 2 yards por play, o
stot that speaks for itsell

1 still like this Ohio State defense
Did it get sloppy ot times? Yes, Did it get
back on its heels ot times? Yes, it did,
but so have other OSU defenses over the
past 29 games. When it comes to crunch
time, it usually rises to the occasion

Twice ugninst Marsholl, the Herd
was turned away inside the red gone
with no points — including that 17-play
drive which resulted in snulling o ke
field goul and the 11-ploy drive near the
end of the game that wound up with MU
missing o potentiol go-ahead feld goal

How they perform in the red zone
still seporates the great defenses from
the merely good ones. OSUs s still
evolving but seems Lo have the right
tdea. Yardoge surrendered doesn't mot-
Ler. Points do

www.BuckeyeSports.com
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Bucks Survive
Visiting Herd
At Final Gun

By MARK REA

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Managing Editor

A pgame that took more than 3 172
hours to play came down Lo a few frenzied
socolds

Ohio State moved a precious 17 yards
in just 23 seconds near the end of its Sept.
11 game with Marshall, getting the foot-
ball close encugh for senior kicker Mike
Nugent to blast a 55-yard field goal and
provide the winning margin in a 24.21
slugiest

Played on another hot afternoon that
stretehed into dusk, the game featured 13
penalties, 68 passes, 138 offensive plays
and what seemed like at least that many
televiston timeouts

At the end of the marathon, though,
the Buckeyes had dodged a bullet — as
they so often have during the last two-
plus seasons — and gave themselves a
chanee o grab the victory

Marshall had o legitunate chance to
take o 24-21 lead of its own with 3:17
remaining, but kicker lan O'Connor
yanked his 35-yard field-goal attempt
wide to the left

Nearly three minutes later, O'Connar
again experienced  crucial gafle, allowing
a punt to go off the side of his fool. The
kick traveled just 26 yards and gave the
Buckeyes one last possession at their own
45-yard line

Armed  with just 25 seconds and no

Originally Published: Sept. 18, 2004

OHIO STATE VS. MARSHALL

OSU Avoids
A MAC Truck

timeouts, OSU quarterback Justin Zwick
calmly connected with fanker Santonio
Holmes on back-to-back sideline patterns,
getting the Buckeyes to the Marshall 38,

Those plays took only eight seconds,
but that's when things really got interost-
ing. Zwick figured he had plenty of time to
complete n guick pass over the middle, get
Nugent a little closer and still have time
to spike the ball and stop the clock.

He found tight end Ryan Hamby in the
middle of a Marsholl zone coverage, and
Hamby gathered in the 5-yard completion.
Trouble was, & couple of Marshall defend.
ers on top of Hamby were in no particula
Imrry to gut up.

*I thought we had plenty of time, but
then 1 saw those guys not letting Ryan
up,” OSU conter Nick Mangold said, *I
kept looking at the clock then looking back
ot Ryan. [ was beginning to wonder
whether we were going to get the snap oflf
in time.”

Hamby finally got to his feet and got
back on the Ohio State side of the line of
serimmage just as Mangold snapped the
ball. Zwick quickly zipped it into the
ground as the stadium clock read 0:02.

Unfortunately, Hamby had not had
enough time to set himself on the line and
was whistled for an infraction. Still,
because the penalty was not a dead-ball
foul, the incomplete pass play stood, leav-
ing the Buckeyes time to get Nugent onto
the field and lined up for the game winner,

As the senior Kicker knocked the ball
from the left hash mark, it hooked ever so
slightly to the left but curled just inside
the left upright to give Ohio State the vic-
Lory.

As his teammates danced wildly all
over the field, Nugent simply threw his
hands in the air and then celebrated
briefly with long snapper Kyle Andrews
and holder Kyle Turano.
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NOT TODAY YOU DON'T — Marshall had designs on catching Ohio
State napping when it tried a fake field goal in the third quarter. OSU
linebackers Thomas Matthews (1) and Bobby Carpenter celebrate
after the Herd's bit of trickery came up short.

Coming off the field, Nugent was
hugged by his mother, Carolyn, but
seemed unaffected by the bedlam sur-
rounding him.

“I just did my job,” he said with just a
hint of a smile crossing his face, Just the
sume, he clutched a little memento from
the winning kick = the game ball.

The victory preserved the Buckeyes'
18.game home winning streak, currently
the longest in college football. It alse
pushed the team's record to 27-2 ovor the
past 29 games. Almost amazingly, 14 of
those victories have come by seven points
or less — but none of them come courtesy
of o last-second kick by Nugent.

The last time Ohio State won a game_

on the final play of regulation was at
[llinois in 2000 when Dan Stultz booted a
24.yard feld goal as time expired. The
final score that day was also 24-21 in favor
of the Buckeyes.

“I can’t really explain how we can win
s0 many close games,” said OSU senior
tallback Lydell Ross. “We just do. We find
a way. It's a mind-set, really, that we're
somehow going to find a way.

“And through all of those close games,
it's usually never the same way. We just
et down to the end and have confidence
we'll find a way. It happened again today.
It looked like we were going down but we
found a way.”

Lightning Strike To Start

Early in the game, Ohio State looked
as though it wouldn't have to worry about
any late heroics from anybody.

With barely five minutes gone in the

first quarter, quarterback Justin Zwick
threw o perfectly timed pass to {lanker
Santonio Holmes, and the speedy receiver
turned it into an 80.yard touchdown
romp.,

“It was a pretty simple play, really,”
Holmes said. "All I had to do was beat the
safety. The ball hit me right in stride and
that was all she wrote,”

Nugent added the PAT lor a 7-0 OSU
lead and then booted the ensuing kickofl
out of the end gone.

But Marshall was undaunted. The
Thundering Hord strung together a 12
play drive that featured plenty of quick-
step drop passes (rom quarterback Stan
Hill and other plays designed to exploit o
hard-charging Ohio State deflense,

Marshall fuced only two third-down
situations during the drive and finally cul-
minated the 80-yard march with a 2.yard
burst from tailback Earl Charles,
O'Connor added the extra point for the 7-
T te.

After that, the game settled into a see-
saw battle that saw the Buckeyes take o
lead only to have Marshall come back and
tie it

Zwick and Holmes connected again
late in the second quarter, this time on a
4T-yard touchdown play, giving the
Buckeyes a 14-7 advantage at halltime

But the Herd answered in the third
period.  when  linebacker Jonathan
Goddard stripped Ross of the football as
the OSU tailback was in a pileup and
raced 27 yards for a touchdown

The Buckeyes answered that score by
taking the lead again on their next pos-
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a8 the Zwick-to-Holmes cor yards, He became only the fourth Buckeye longest scoring strike ever at Ohio State The victory p

nection again, hooking up four times dur. receiver ever to top the 200.yard mark in a Sehlichter hooked up with Calvin 19:1 all-time agan
ing an 80-yard drive that covered a total of single game. The others are Terry Glenn Murray for an  B6.yarder againat Their only loss wans
53 yarda 2 Pittsburgh in 1995), Gary Williams  Washington State in 1979, while Bob  sion that occurred in 18

But 2 Florida State in 1981) and David  Hoying connected with Glenn for an 82. * Marshall's leading rusher was tail-
ostensibly Boston (217 vs. Michigan in 1998). yard TD against Notre Dame in 1995 back Ahmad Bradshaw with 77 yards on
Holmes in coverage | Holmes is the first sophomore to crack The Zwick-Holmes play tied a 1989 17 carries, r that OSU has not
and found split end Roy Hall on a slant the 200-yard barrier in a game. Glenn, play from Greg Frey to Jell Graham allowed an ¢ ing player to crack the
route for a 20-yard touchdown Williama and Boston all had their big against Boston College and a 1961 pass e mork in the Horseshoe in 2(

a8 juniors from Joe Sparma to Bob Klein at

opposing player to rush

rards

total of 10 e¢atches also ties Holmes Michigan

with several former Buckeyes for the 10th- * The game against Marshall served as
fame effort in school history. the 20th time State has played o
school carrently in the Mid-American

Fantastic Finish
After taking tl
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Taking a page from Qhio State's play-
book, Hill called for o slint pattern of his
own and hit Brad Bates for o 23-yard pass
that allowed the MU receiver to nick the
pylon at the entrance to the end zone

And OSUs benevolence wasn't over
On the very next play from serimmage,
Zwick was inlercepted by Royal agnin,
giving Marshall the ball at its own 41-
vard line with 8:33 to play in the game

Expecting the Herd to throw the ball,
Ohio State was crossed up as Hill engi-
neered a drive that almost exclusively
stayed on the ground. The longest play of
the drive was a 10-yard penalty on OSU
for pass interference, but the Herd chewed
oned

yard
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Continued From Page 1
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Tressel said, "We've put him in that
position many times in kick serimmages
— iU's the last play of the game and
here's what we've got to do, He's u great
kicker. There's not a better one in col-
lege football and 1 think he proved that
today.”

Following the gome, Nugent was
loath to accept any credit for winning

LI GREnM

THAT'S SOME FANCY PASSING —
Sophomore quarterback Justin Zwick
became the first Ohio State signal caller
to throw for 300 yards since Steve
Bellisari did in the 2002 Outback Bowl.
Zwick tossed three touchdown passes for
the Buckeyes in the win over Marshall,

the game himselll As you might expect
from o senior captain playing under
Tressel, he portrayed himsell as just
one part of a team that was able to cke
out another gutsy victory.

Hin efforts certainly shouldn't be
overlooked, but there's little doubt that
it took any number of Buckeyes — from
senior captaing to true lreshmen — to
put Nugent in position to make his own
little bit of history.

The journey to the 66.-yard game
winner really began with 3:17 to play
and the ball on Ohio State's 19-yard
line. Marshall kicker lan O'Connor
pushed o field-goal try from the right
hash far left, keeping the score tied at
21 and the general fecling in Ohio
Stadium optimistic

OSUs alfense stalled on its next
drive, giving the ball back to Marshull,
but the defense took over [rom there.
Marshall started its drive on its own 31-
yord line with 1:36 to play, plenty of
time to make it ot least into field-goal
range for o shot at knocking ofl the
Huckeyes in the Horseshoe, but Mark
Snyder's troops were having none of it

Herd freshmun running back Ahmad
Brodshaw had success on the ground in
the second half, tallying 13 vards on
four carries on Marshall's previous
drive, but on what would turn out to be
the Hord's final series, OSU sent him

Originally Published: Sept. 18, 2004

Nugent’s Deflection Of

Credit Splits Uprights

backward. On three tries on the ground,
Bradshaw netted a loss of 2 yards.

That put O'Connor in a punting situ-

the offense found itsell in at the end of
the game “more than you probably
think,” saying the team never went
myre than two practices in [all camp
without the players being placed in
that scenario.

*1 knew that we had to move the ball
down and get in feld-goal range, and
our guys did a great job of catching the
ball, getting out of bounds and moving
the ball downfield,” Zwick said. “(1 had)
great protection and Santonio got out of
bounds for us. We knew what we had to

ation. The Buckeyes were looking to set
up the return, but true freshman Devon
Lyons got good pressure coming around
the left end, contributing to O'Connor's
shank that gave the Buckeyes the ball
at their own 45 with 25 seconds to play.

Quarterback Justin Zwick and the
offense took over from there, Operating
without any timeouts, Zwick was
ellicient nonetheless, Nnding
Santonio Holmes near the left
gideline twice in succession for
17 yards, Holmes got out of
bounds on each completion, no
small feat for a player who st
out much of the third quarter
due to cramping.

“The athletic move of the day
was on the first completion when
Suntonio Holmes was able to get
out of bounds,” Tressel said.
“How he stayed up and got out of
bounds — that was the difler-
ence.”

Zwick followed his comple-
tions to Holmes by finding tight
end Ryan Hamby over the mid-
dle, It was something of a risky
proposition with the clock ticking
and the Buckeyes unable to stop
the clock, but there should have
been plenty of time to get lined
up to spike the ball and give the
field-gonl unit a chance to get
set,

“l1 thought we had plenty of
time," Zwick said. “"When
looked up at the clock, I think
there was like eight seconds or
something left for us to spike it."

The only problem was Hamby
couldn't get back on the OSU
side of the line. After middle
linebacker Kevin Atkins took Hamby
down, the Herd piled on and took their
time getting off, preventing the Ohio
State tight end from getting onside in a
timely fashion. As a result, OSU
snapped and spiked the ball before
Hamby was set, resulting in an illegal
shift penalty.

“Everyone knows that we're going
up there to spike the ball und the rel
was just kind of standing there,” center
Nick Mangold said. “I don't know what
the procedure is on those kinds of
things, but 1 know the guy laid on
(Hamby) for like five seconds or so just
letting the clock tick. It was kind of
frustrating because you know as soon
us he gots up we can spike the ball. But
he wasn't letting him up and the ref
was just kind of standing there watch-
ingie”

The resulting penalty pushed O5U
from Marshall's 32.yard line back to
the 37, though it wound up not means
ing much to Nugent. His 55-yarder had
plenty of distance to account for the vie-
Lory.

An Ohio State offense that had
struggled to find its rhythm in the seee
ond half executed to perfection when it
had to, much like it had practiced in
recent weeks, Offensive coordinator
Jim Bollman said the Buckeyes rous
tinely practice just the type of situation

do and we did it.”

Keeping With Tradition

It seemed fitting that Nugent would
get o chance to win the game on the same
day his friend and mentor, former
Buckeye kicker Vlade Janakicevski, ‘was
in the stadium and officially inducted
into the university'’s Athletics Hall of
Fame,

In fact, it might be safe to say that if
the Buckeyes were going to turn to any
one player on their team to win o game
for them, Nugent would be that man,

Toward the end of fall camp, his team-
mates made him one of the rare kickers
to be clected captain of a squad, and
though junior linebacker Hobby
Carpenter admitted later that he could-
n't bear to watch the final kick, virtually
all of Nugent’s teammates showed the
same faith in him that they had during
the voting for captain.

“He made a great approach, he fol-
lowed through the best way he knows
how, and Coach Tressel always tells him
— hit in between the uprights and hit
the flagpole every time you kick it"
Holmes said, “That’s what he did.”

Perhaps nobody on the team knows
Nugent's capabilities better than line
backer AJ. Hawk, who was one class
behind Nugent at Centerville (Ohig)
High School and has been watching his
former teammate mature since even
before their days as Elks.

When asked how long he's been
watching Nugent go at it, Hawk replied,
“Forever. Sinco | was in second, third
grade, he's been kicking. I know what he
can do.”

The rest of the world now knows as
well. Nugent's kick will go down in the
record books as one that tied the Ohio
Stadium record for a Buckeye, but many
of those who watched the kick live will
remember that it appeared as if it would
have been good from at least 10 more
yards out,

“Apparently he can kick a 55-yarder
with his eyes closed because it looked
like he had plenty of range left,” Mangold
said, “Shoot, the whole field is pretty
much his range.”

Marshall head coach Bob Pruett was
even more to the point when he said,
*“That was a long kick. I guess that's why
he's an All-American.”

Nugent is on a path to end his career
as perhaps the premier kicker in
Buckeye history. His relationship with
Janakievaki and his appreciation for the
OSU tradition have made him aware of
what he is poised to accomplish, but at
least one kicker tradition — that familiar
sight of u placekicker running aimlessly
around the field in celebration of a game-
winning kick — seems certain to die with
him.

“That's kind of one thing I can’t stand
secing guys do,” Nugent said. “They'll hit
a game-winning field goal and they'l
start running around the field so all eyes
are on them, The first thing | was think-
ing was, ‘Where are my teammates? |
wiis just jumping and looking for them,

-Fantastic Finishes

Here Is o look ot severdl of the most
notable finalplay scores that meant victo-
ry for the Buckeyes.

* Nov, 11, 2000 — OSU 24, Wlinois 21.
Fighting off injuries 1o starting tailback
Derek Combs ond receivers Reggie
Germany and KenYon Rambo, quarier
back Steve Bellisarn engineered b last-sec.
ond drive and kicker Dan Stultz booted a
3dyard field goal as time expired (o beat
the Iini at Memonal Stadium, It was
Stwitz's fourth three-pointer of the game.

* Nov. B, 1947 — OSU 7,
Northwestern 6. An offside penalty by the
Wildcats gave Ohio State an extra untimed
down after Ume had expired. Pandel Savic
threw a touchdown pass to James Clark Lo
tie the game. Then, after Northwestem's
block of OSU's extrapoint kick was nullis
fied by another penaity, the Butkeyes won
after Emil Moldea booted the second try
through the uprights, I have talked to
people who were at thal game.” said OSU
football historian Jack Park, “They said
the final gun had sounded and the band
was on the field. They had to get the band
off the flield to finsh the game. IL was a
very unusual ending.”

* Nov, 13, 1943 — 05U 29, lllinois 26,
Again, an offside penalty gave Ohio State
an exura chance, although both teams had
left the field and had to be called back. On
the extra untimed down, OSU's Johnny
Stungis booted the gamewinning fivld
goal. “They didn’t come back o finish it
until 10 or 20 minutes after the game,”
Pork said. “A lot of people had left.the
game and, in those days, there was no TV
or radio o tell you what hod happened.
People left the game thinking It was a Ue
then read that Ohio State had won in their

Sunday paper.”
+ Nov. 20, 1920 — 0SU 7, lllinols O,
Hoge W threw the Wt |

down L0 Truck Myers on the final pley of
regulation. Pete Stinchcomb bootled the
extra point for the 7.0 win,

There have boen other “fantastic finish:
es” in recent OSU lore, although these did
not involve scores on the Ninal play.

* In 1990, Ohio State QB Greg Frey hit
Bobby Olive for a touchdown with one sec-
ond left. The PAT kick gave the Buckeyes
B 2726 win,

* In 1974, OSU fell 1613 at Michigan

State, although i appeared thal Champ
Henson had scored @ touchdown on the
final play. The officials took 30 minutes
before ruling the Spartans had won the
game.
« In 1062, Dick van Raaphorst hit a 27-
yord field goal in the final ¢ight seconds to
give the Buckeyes a 107 win over
Indiana.

= And in 1977, Okishoma kicker Uwe
von Schamann made a 41yard lield goal
wilth three seconds left for o 2928 win
over the Butkeyes.

and the second thing I was thinking was,
‘Where's my snapper and my holder?

“Those guys do such an unbeliovable
job, They really get no recognition. (Long
snapper) Kyle (Andrews) gots no recognis
tion for having a perfect snap every time.
The other Kyle (holder Kyle Turano) gets
no recognition for having a great hold.
That's what I was looking for afterward.
I was like, Where are both Kyles? ™

Despite the huge rush of u game-win-
ning kick on the final play of the game, if
Nugent has his way, neither he nor his
teammates will ever be put in such u sit-
uation again.

*“We want to go out there and win as
many games as we can by as much as we
can,” he said, "If I'm kicking extra points
for the rost of the season, that's fine with

mn
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THE GREAT SANTONIO — Santonio Holmes is quickly showing that he belongs in any discussion of the Big Ten's top receivers. The sopho-
more grabbed a career-high 10 passes for 218 yards and scored twice against Marshall.

Zwick Feels Right At Holmes In Offense

In what had been an extremely up-
and-down game for Justin Zwick, the
Ohio State sophomore quarterback
remuained on a remarkably even keel
throughout, allowing him and the
Buckeyes to finish on a high note

Zwick threw for three touchdowns
and 318 yards against Marshall, help-
ing the Buckoyes to n 24-21 victory. The
yurdage figure was the 12th highest
single-game total in OSU history and
the most by a Buckeyes quarterback
since Steve Bellisari threw for 320
yvards in the final game of his career,
the 2002 Outback Bowl

All of Zwick's touchdowns — and 255
of his passing yards — came in the first
hall, when he was 10 of 18,

After completing his only two pass
attempts of the third quarter, Zwick
coolly hit two of his first three passes in
the fourth quarter but was then inter-
cepted by Marshall safety Chris Royal
on consecutive throws

The first one came at the 9:564 mark
of the fourth quarter when Royal
jumped o slant route meant for flanker
Santonio Holmes and made the pick at
the O8U 42, Roval returned the inter-
ception 16 yards and then a personal
foul pennlty against the Buckeyes
pushed the ball all the way down to the
13. In just three plays, the Thundering
Herd converted that turnover into the
game-tying touchdown

When Zwick attempted to go up top
to Holmes again on his next throw,
Royal came down with the ball at the
Marshall 41. That possession ended
with the Herd squandering a chance to
ko ahead with o missed field goal of 36
yards

When Zwick got another chance to
move his team Into o winning position,
he didn't falter. In Lact, en the heels of

HgiRge

-
OFFENSE
e T

g p -

back-to-back picks, he appeared as
comfortable as he had been in the first
half.

When the Buckeyes got the ball back
at their own 45-yard line with 25 sec-
onds remaining and the game tied,
Zwick calmly directed OSU ahead and
into range close enough for kicker Mike
Nuuunl to win 1L,

“That's going to happen,” Zwick said
matter-of-factly of the interceptions.
“That happens to the best of us. You
just have to come out when you get a
chance to move the ball down the field
for a field goal, forget about those two
passes, and just move the ball as well
as you can.”

Working from the shotgun formation
and without the benefit of any time-
outs, the sophomore quarterback hit
Holmes for gains of 9 and 8 yards along
the sideline before finding tight end
Ryan Hamby over the middle for 5
more yards as the clock ran down.

Zwick hurried the team up to the
line of serimmage and spiked the ball
with just 0:02 showing on the stadium
clock to allow Nugent a chance,

*I knew that we had to move the ball
down and get in field-goal range, and
our guys did a great job of getting out of
bounds = catching the ball and getting
out of bounds — and moving the ball
downfield,” Zwick said, "(1 had) great
protection and Santonio got out of
bounds for us. We knew what we had to
do and we did it.”

On the final play before the kick,
Hamby was slow to get up after his
catch. Marshall defenders piled ofl of
him slowly, and the OSU tight end did-
n't make it back in time to get set
Zwick alertly took the snap anyway
and fired the ball into the turl., Hamby
was whistled for an illegal shift and
OSU was penalized 5 yards, negating
the reception but still giving Nugent an
opportunity.

Hod Hamby been unable to get back
on the OSU side of the line of scrim-
mage, the infraction would have been a
dead ball foul and resulted in the
remaining two seconds being run ofl
the clock.

Either way, Zwick was going to do
what he could do to keep the game from
going into overtime

“You have to give him credit for hav-
ing the presence of mind right there,”
said junior center Nick Mangold. "We
were scurrying around and it seomed
like forever until (the officials) set the
ball. But Justin was cool and s|:|k|::l it
as soon as he got it. Thot helped get
Mike on the field to win it in regula-
tion.”

Zwick shrugged off the play as
“something | need to be aware of as a
quarterback,” He also didn't seem
daunted by his mistakes, but he would-
n't mind cutting down on them

“I felt comfortable throughout the
whole game pretty much,” he sad, *1
came in and tried to be relaxed about
everything, and I felt that 1 was and we
moved the ball.

“But we've got to do o better job of
keeping it in our hands and not having
the other team's defense have it.”

Holmes said he has already noticed
o progression in his quarterback

“He's starting to get a little more

poise, a little more confidence,” the
sophomore flanker suid. "Our olfensive
line is really helping him out, and as
receivers, we're coming through for
him.”

Zwick carned hieups of praise from
Marshall head coach Bob Pruett

“The kid came in there and passoed
efficient]ly,” Pruett suid. “He made some
great plays, especially in the first half

Continued On Page 12
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Continued From Page 11

Then he had the poise ho needod at the
end for them. For a sophomore who's
making his — what? — second career
1 thought he did a real good job
for them.'

alart

Big Day For Holmes

Not only was Holmes on the receiv.
ing end of Zwick's late passes, he wans
imost all of the offense in the early
going with a pair of touchdown catch-
o

For the Holmes established
coreer highs with 10 receptions for 218
vards. The total was 15 all t
OSU record for o single gnme of 253,
deb by Terry Glenn against Pittsburgh
in 1995

Holmes might huve easily shattered
the record had he not missed most of
the third quarter with cramps. He was
carted off the field and received IV flu-
ids in the locker room before returning
early in the final period

“1 was cramping up real bad,” he
waid of playing on another hot after-
noon in Qhio Stadium. “My whole body
was shut down, but fortunately alter
the third quarter | came back to help
my team win.”

He did plenty to help before he left,
tog

On the first play of OSU's second
possession of the game, Zwick found
Holmes deep on a post route for an 80-
yard touchdown, Lining up off the line
on the right side, Holmes simply
dashed past the Marshall secondary,
and his quarterback hit him perfectly

gaame,

just
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in stride

“We knew their safeties were play-
ing down a little bit oo us the first
series,” Zwick said. "So we came oul
and wanted to see if we could get
(Santonio) behind their DBs and we
did. We were able to connect with him
and he took over after the catch.”

Holmes actually had gone to OSU
head coach Jim Tressel and told him
that play would be there

I had told him that | thought that
would be my fovorite play to run in the
game today and that | thought it would
be open,” the receiver said. 1 really
thought we could cheat (on their cover-
age) a little bit and hit one over the top.
That's what happened.®

After Marshall tied the score at 7,
Zwick and Holmes connected aguin, this
time for o 47-vard touchdown with just
18 seconds remaining in the first quarter.

*We kind of knew what they wanted
to do — they wanted o keep some
safetior down in the box for run sup-
port,” Zwick said. “With that, we just
wanted to get behind them and we were
able to do that a couple of times. And
we did a great job of making some great
catches and putting it in the end zone.”

QS third score came on a 20-yard
pass from Zwick to Roy Hall late in the
first hall. The bulk of yardage on the
drive came courtesy of Holmes, who
had four catches for 53 yards during
the possession

In fact, two plays before Hall's
touchdown, Marshall had taken a time-
out to specifically clamp down on
Holmes. As soon as the Herd doubled
up on Holmes, Zwick went to Hall on a
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slant route similar to the ones Holmes
had been runming.

Going Tough On Ground

Marshall's plan was clearly to make
Ohio State win through the air. The
Buckeyes did, but fault could hardly be
found with the Thundering Herd's steat-
egy.

08U senior tailback Lydell Ross ran
for 90 yards in the game, 55 of those
coming in the second half. But the total
came on 24 tough carries — an average
of just 3.8 yards per touch. With one
sack of Zwick added in, OSU's rushing
total for the game was just 79 yards

“You could count the number of
games ot most schools that you've
thrown for 300 yarda, and you've proba-
bly lost,” Tressel said after the game
“You can count the number of games
that you rushed for 200 vords and you
probably won 95 percent of them. | know
it's the case at Ohio State, and probably
across the land

*So do we want to throw for 300 yards
and run it for 1007 No. Do we want to be
nble to throw it well? Absolutely. Do we
want people concerned about our piss
game? Yes, but we've got to be able to do
both.”

Ross was seemingly never able to
break through the Marshall line, and his
longest run of the day went for 14 yards

*Certainly the running game wasn't
in syne the way we'd like for it to be,”
offensive coordinator Jim Bollman said
“It seemed like we'd get a decent start
on some things, but there wasn't really o
big-play pop out of there to really get us
going.”

Bollman allowed that it wasn't just
Marshall crowding the line that caused
the Buckeyes problems running the
ball.

“Early in the game, (afte
them with a couple of long pe
ware times when they were not up
there)” he said. “"And then there werv
times when they hit us right and they
were up there and they caught us a cou-

r) we hit
ses, thure

ple of times."

Either way, Bollman said OSU is
going to have to run the ball to be suc-
ceasful

“Over the long run, if they are putting
safetiex down in the box, then we have to
be able to run the ball,” he said. “"And at
times we didn't do that well enough
today.”

Ross said there was nothing that the
Herd defense did that confused the
Buckeyes. It was a simple lack of execu-
tion

*There wasn't anything they did that
we hadn't seen on the video,” the senior
tailback said. “Someone asked me if |
wis frustrated today, but the answer to
that is no. Mistakes are going to happen
and we made some today. We'll correct
those.”

Ross said the real problem was that
the Buckeyes got an early lead on
Marshall and didn't extend it

*When you let teams hang around
like we did, they're going to hang around
all day,” he said, *We hit them with that
quick score (Holmes' 80-yard touchdown
play) and then didn't put them away

“But we're going o get better. |
thought we got better in the second half
And we'll get even better than that”
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Performance Didn’t Fit
Mold Of Silver Bullets

The fuct that Ohio State beat
Marshall brought smiles to the faces of
the Buckeyes,

The way they won, however, made the
defense frown

Looking very un-OSU like, the
Buckeyes allowed the plucky visitors
from Huntington, WVa., to gain 150
yards on the ground — something that's
almost never done in Ohio Stadium —
and punched Ohio State in the mouth lit-
erally and liguratively, rolling up drives
of 12 plays und 17 plays, the latter end-
ing on un illadvised fake field-goal
attempt the third quarter

There was aleo another 11-play drive
that resulted in o missed feld goal

It all wound up to an afternoon and
carly evening that saw Moarshall run 79
offensive plays to just 59 for Ohio State

OSU  defensive coordinator and
Marshall grad Mark Snyder admitted he
was proud of his alina mater, but he also
wore the look of @ man who wis just
happy to goet out of Dodge with his lifo

“That wasn't the way we drow it up,”
Snyder said. *We got tough there at the
end and finally made a couple of big
stops, but they had us back on our heels
for a good part of the second half”

The Thundering Herd averaged 3.4
yards per carry, nearly a yord better
than Ohio State had allowed Cincinnati
the week before, and on the |T-3.’|i.l)_‘ drive

msmgs;rugnam&
h g;

that ended with nothing, Marshall ran
the ball 15 times with all but one play
gaining positive yards.

“(Marshall) rushing for 150 yards is
unacceptable,” Snyder said, “We pride
ourselves on stopping the run, and we
couldn't do it for most of the third quar-
ter. They did a nice job changing things
up, and that really had us guessing.”

Marshall turned the tables on Ohio
State after halftime, running out of the
same formations it had passed out of in
the frst half,

With an overload to one side and the
Buckeyes outmanned on the edge, the
Herd ran to the field side and then cut
back toward the boundary. 1t didn't help
thot veteran cornerback Dustin Fox was
out of the lineup, the victim of a broken
arm in the first quarter,

*That really caught us by surprise,”
defensive end Jay Richardson said of
Marshall's second-half game plan, “We
didn't expect them to run out of that for-
mation, and they did o nice job culting it
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TAKING HIS LICKS — Marshall tailback Earl Charles (right) absochbs
a hit from Ohio State safety Donte Whitner during the Herd’s nail-bit-
ing 24-21 loss. Charles finished with 72 yards on 16 carries and helped
Marshall confuse the Buckeye defense,

back up in there. Hats off to Marshall, It
was good play-calling and nice execution
by them.®

The Buckeyes had trouble getting it
fixed ‘because Snyder, stationed on the
sideline instead of in the press box,
couldn't really get a good vantage point
on what was happening.

OSU got caught in o personnel mis-
match, and that kopt Marshall in the
game for all of the last two quarters.

fo pouldnt communicate very well
because everything was moving so fast,”
sald linebacker Bobby Carpenter, who
had & busy day with a gamehigh 13
tackles. *"They were running to the side-
line and then cutting it back and we
wure outfinnked. We couldn’t guess right
more than anything.”

After the defense finully got off the
field, o little bit of tinkering kept

Marshall from doing much more damage
on the ground

“We starting sliding guys and stunt-
ing guys into the formation,” Carpenter
said, “After they scored to tie it up (at
14}, we just said as long as we don't let
them score again we'll be fine. We start-
od to get a feel for what they were doing
in the fourth quarter and did a better job
shutting them down.”

Even though the Herd did get a
fourth-quarter touchdown, it was hardly
the defense's fault. Quarterback Justin
Zwick pitched an interception and, with
the help of 8 Buckeye penalty, the Herd
took the ball all the way back to the Q5L
13-yard line, giving them an opportunity
to tie the game at 21

In the fourth quurter,
Buckeyes rose Lo the occasion on delense
They overcame three oflfensive turnovers

however, the
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and allowed the Herd just 63 of its 290
total yards in the final period

No Takeaways ... Again

After coming up empty in the
turnover department against Cincinnati,
the Buckeyes made a concerted effort in
preparation for Marshall to strip the ball
and do a better job foreing interceptions

It wae all for naught as the Herd did
not lose the ball once on offense Lthe
entire game,

“It's hard to believe we're 2-0 and
down seven in the turnover depart-
ment,” defensive end Simon Fraser said,
relerring to the four OSU mistakes
against Marshall and three the previous
week aguinst Cindunati, “We work on it
all the time in practice but haven't been
able to get any. That's not something we
can have continue and still expect to get
away with.”

The lack of turnovers dampened the
afternoon for Snyder, who seems to be at
a loas to explain why the ball isn't bounc-
ing Ohio State’s way,

*You preach it every week,” the OSU
deflensive coordinator said, “We had a
eouple of chances there to gel intercep-
tions and we don't get them. There was a
fumble rolling around there and they got
it back

‘We're playing aggressive defense,
which is what you want o do. But we're
not getting the ball and setting our
offense up,”

Showing just how much turnovers
hurt, the Buckeyes gave it away four
times in the game and three times in the
fourth quarter alone. Two of those mis-
cues directly resulted in Marshall touch-

downs
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“We gave them a short field and we
were never able to get a short field for
the offense,” Snyder bemoaned.

Fox, who watched the game from the
sideline in the second hall, was left
scratching his head as well

“I thought for sure we were going to
get at least one,” the senior co-captain
said. "We made some nice hits but they
held on to the ball, It's something we're
Just going to have to go back and address
in practice because we can't keep living
on the edge like this.”

Hill Nearly Climbs Mountain

Ohio Stute was effusive in its praise
of Herd quarterback Stan Hill,

A week alter gotting sacked eight
times in a loss to Troy, the senior QB was
a workmanlike 22 of 34, although all of
those completions accounted for only 140
yards, an average of just 6.4 yards per
connection.

Still, he accounted for a touchdown
pass and ran the show like the seasoned
veteran he is

“l really think he was calling the
plays on the field,” Snyder said. “There
was probably some guidance from the
eonches, but he looked like he was really
running the show. When you have &
quarterback who can do that, it like
having another coach on the field.”

Hill's 23.yard touchdown pass to Brad
Bates with 8:40 left in the game tied the
contest ot 21 and was one of many
throws Hill made with very little pres-
sure

“Weo got to him once or twice, but we
gave him way too much time to operate,”
Snyder said. *He's o very good quarter-
back. That touchdown throw was the

Columbus
1800 Bethel Rd.
614-459-4444

Worthington
6880 N. High St.
614-431-8888

Mill Run
3580 Fishinger Rd.
614-850-4444

kind of throw a professional makes. He
wis under control and did ull the things
they needed him to do.”

Hill =aid that the touchdown pass
came directly from the press box

*They played hard Cover 2 coverage
on us the entire drive, and our coaches in
the press box gave us that play to beat
that coverage,” the Marshall QB said
“Brad did a good job in keeping the cor-
ner on the hash, and 1 just fired the ball
in and he made a great catch.”

The touchdown came on o third-and
20 play after the Buckeyes accepted o
holding penalty against the Herd on the
previous down. Declining that penalty
would have set up o fourth-and-9 at the
DsU 12

“Our feeling was to back them up lur-
ther and give our guys a chance to push
them back out of feld.goal range,”
Soyder said. "Il we had declined the
penalty, they would have almost surely
kicked the field goal and our lead would
have been down to four.

*Our thinking was, ‘Hey, push ‘em
back and let our guys try and create a
big play. As it turned out, they were the
ones that made the play.”

The decision didn't exactly sit well
with everyone. Carpenter waw visibly
upset on the field and let Snyder and the
rest of the defensive coaches know it

“I didn’t agree,” he said rather sheep-
ishly, letting u smile cross his face. “It
was o heat-of-the-battle typo thing.
Probably just frustration over the touch-
down, to tell you the truth. We should
huve held them and then it wouldn't
have made any difference.”

Cornerback E.). Underwood had a
jreat view of Hill's tying touchdown toss

a8 he was just behind Bates as the Herd
receiver grabbed the ball

*1 thought we'd make the play
because | had (sufety) Nate (Salley) oves
there with me,” Underwood soid, “We
were in Cover 2 and 1 was supposed Lo
keep sinking, 1 let the guy get behind me
and he made o great caleh and they
scored. Fortunately, we won.”

Richardson said Marshall's approach
was & sound one and s what kept the
Herd alive until the very end,

“They had on excellent game plan,”
he said. "They ran those bubble screens,
which are basically running plays. They
ute up the clock and the passes aren't
high rigk, IV up to the receivers to make
something out of i, and we didn’t do the
best job of tuckling

“(And) Hill is an excellent guarter-
back. We didn't do our job as well os we
could have. We kept most of the plays in
front of us, but we needed to have a bet
Ler pass rush.”

Carpenter said the Buckeyes really
werent caught ofl guard by much of
what it saw [rom Marshall's passing
game, but they were disappointed there
wasn't more pressure

“They had lined up in the shotgun a
lot in their first gume (against Troy),”
the junior linebacker said, “The differ-
ence between that game and today is
that their (offensive) line got o lot bettes
We didn't see that they were very good
from the film of the Troy game, but they
did o much better job helping out on
blocks and recognizing what wo were
doing defensively.

“If you give someone like Hill time to
operate, he'll cut you up. We nearly let
him do that.”
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Team “Fortunate’” Turnovers Didn’t Equal A Loss

Throughout the season, BSBE is publishing
excerpts of head coach Jim Tressel's postgame
press conferences. Here is what he had to say
following the win over Marshall,

Jim Tressel: “We played o team that | thought got
prepared very well, Marshall is passionate about the
game of football, They had a good plan and they com-
mitted themselves to their plan. Their defense had
lots of people up by the line of scrimmage. They
weren't going to let us control the tempo of the game
with the run
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have to do it in 20 seconds.”

Q. Holmes sat out most of the third
quarter because of dehydration. How
much did that affect the offensive per
formance in that quarter?

JT: "Santonio is quite a player, as
we've been saying all along. It really
didn't change what we did, though. We
didn't score any, obviously, but I thought
wo stoyed with a similar plan, and they
stayed with their plan of having every-
one up in the box or on their way to the
box at the snap of the ball, I suppose he
wusn't there to make o couple of big
plays for us, but he's a special player.”

Q. Did you see Justin go through
growing pains today? He had a brilliant
start and then made some mistakes on
those two interceptions. What is your
impression of how he fought back there
with that last drive?

JT: 71 don't know if he went through
more pains than the rest of us, but
that's the life of a guarterback. The
ball’s in your hands and you have to
make decisions. Hopefully you learn
when the decisions you make aren’t
quite what they should have been and
maybe you don't keop the situation in
mind quite as much as you should. But
he handled it all

“There were some times where it just
didn't work out for him, but he wasn't
going to stop competing. He competed
and took us down and gave us a chance
to win the gume in ru;:uldtmn So you
have to feel good about that, and you
also have to be working on the things
that we're not doing well enough yet
He'll do that™

Q. There was quite o disparity in
your vardage game passing with 318
vards as opposed to the run with just
79, Is it going to be “Air Tressel”™ now?

JTY It better not be. You could count
the pumber of games ol most schools
e thrown lor 300 yards, and
probably lost. Do we want to
100 and run for 1007 No. Do
we want to be able to throw it well?
Absolutely. Do we want people
cerned about our pass gome! Yes, but
we've got to be able to do both.”

Q. You talk a lot about turnover mar-
gin and the importance of it, Your team
i1s now seven down in turnover margin
but you're 2-0, Can | got your reaction
to that?

JT: “We're lucky, 1 guess,
typically if you're ot o minus-7 in
turnover margin, you're going to be 0-2
But that tells you that something else
must hove been going right substantial-
Iy like the defense playing well or spe-
cinl tenms. We talk a lot about explosive
gains. | don't know how mony plays ol
12 to 156 or more yoards we had, but |
think there were o number of them and
sometinies those explosive gnin margins
can help offset the turnover margin if
it's not so good

when you'v
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“But we can't count on that. I've not
been around too many teams that can
lose the turnover margin and be a
champion.”

Q. Could you talk a little bit more
about the running game and not being
able to gain a lot ufyurda today?

JT: “l think part of it is that

Marshall’s a good lootball team. Part of

it is we've got to get better. Part of it is
a numbers game where there's more
folks there than we can block and that's
why (we havel 300-and-some yards
passing because everyone was at the
line of scrimmage. They committed
themselves to that plan. They thought
that was the way that they could win
the game and you know what? I'd say it
was probably a pretty good plan. They
almost won the game.”

Q. It looked for a time like they were
really controlling the line of scrimmage
when they were going up the field
What was happening to you there
defensively? Why were they able to real-
ly move the ball on you?

JT: *1 think that one drive especially,
they got us going a little bit sideways
and were making some nice cuts. I'll bet
you we'll ind that moybe we were play-
ing high a little bit because usually iof
you play up a little bit you'll get pushed
sideways. They're a good outlit and they
had us on our heels o little bit. The
quarterback was very efficient when he
threw. He comploted them and so he
mixed it up. I thought, again, that they
had o good plan, They stayed with it
and they were tough to boat

“Plus, we gave them 14 of their 21

points. One we handed to them (on
Lydell Ross' fumble) and they ran in
with it, and the other we gave to them

on = | don't know what yord line, the
13 or something — so they had to trav.
el 13 yvards for 14 points and they only
pot 21 total. We just con’t turn the [oot.
ball over.”

Q. Could you assess your injuries
and what you guys may have lost today?

JT: “The only one T know for sure is
Dustin Fox. He's got a fractured lore-
arm and he’ll probably not be back any
before the middle of the Big Ten sched-
ule. Outside of that, I'm not sure. |
know Mike Kudla left the game (with o
neck injury). Santonio left with cramps.,
I don't know who else, That might be it
But 1 know Dustin will be out for a
while. It's o shame.”

Q. How much of your team's success
do you think is the mind-set ol expect-
ing to win and then finding a way to win
in the second half?

JT: “We had a lot of confidence that
if they could move it close, Mike Nugent
would kick it and put it through, Our
defense had a lot of confidence that if
they could stop Marshall, maybe
Santonio could run it close enough, and
il not, our offense could move it close
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enough. So I think that mind-set is they
have @ lot of confidence in each other
and a lot of beliel in that they know
their comrades won't stop trying

“There's nothing guaranteed that
we'll always win, but they know that
their guys will go down trying and they
have a lot of faith.”

Q. A lot of players who touched the
ball extensively last week did not touch
the ball ns much today, namely Bam
Childress and Maurice Hall. Did you
have very many plays for Bam in the
second half especially?

JT “1 think Bam had a big catch
coming out, o 20-some yard catch in
that fourth quarter. But we don't always
design plays just for a guy. The posi-
tions they play, the route that Bam
caught two or three balls on last week,
today we happened to hit the square-in
one time and we happened to hit the
back one time because they covered
Bam. Il a guy catches three or four
balls, it doesn’t mean we told the gquar-
terback in the huddle, ‘Throw it tw
Bam." It just so happened the routes he
was running were covered and they
were finding other people.

*As far as Mo Hall, I don't know how

many rushes we had, but 1 think Lydell
might have been the only one that car
ried from tailback. I'm not sure.”

Q. What about Antonio (Pittman)?

JT: *Antonio pulled o quad imuscle
o little bit last weekend, We thought he
might get back ond he wos kind of
perky Wednesday and Thursday, but we
didn’t think it was in his best interest to
play today.”

Q. The lust pass w Ryan Hamby
that set up the field goal — did you
have any fear thut you wouldn't get
lined up in time to get the field goal off?

JT: “We had just hit Santonio on a
little hitch route. He stayed up and got
out of bounds. We kind of ran the same
Lype of thing, the play that could hap-
pen the quickest and we talked to
Justin at that point in time and said,
‘Hey, if we happen to be in the field of
play, everyone just get up and we'll
spike the ball and we should be OK'
They were holding us down, They're
well-schooled and they were getting up
slow and keeping us from getting across
the line of scrimmage. But was [ cons
cerned? Yes. | watched thot clock just
like you did. | wanted to see the ball
spiked.”
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The Numbers Game
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Ohio State 24, Marshall 21

Sept. 11, 2004 — Dhio Stadium; Columbus, Ohio

Scote by Quarters 1 2 3 4 F
MARSHALL T 7 o 7 - 1
OHIO STATE 14 7 o 3 -— 24
First Quarter
08U — Holine 188 fro Nugent kick), 9:52; 1
Mu o yirid ( - 12 plays, 8
oSV — ‘ 7 TEN oW Nugent kick), 0:18; 7
plays, 85 yards, 2.04 TD
Second Quart
Mu Godaard, 27 yard tumble retum (O'Connor kick), 5:3¢
08U — R.Hall, 2 88 from Zwick (M hich) }

pliys, BO yards, 2:23
Fourth Quarter
MU —B

of kick), 8:40; 3 plays, 13 yards, 1:14 TOP.
18 yords, 0:25 TOP.

cleal and sunny; wind. 6 mph from the east

Team Statistics

Mu osu
First Downs 19 15
Rushing 10 3
Passing 7 12
Penalty 2 0
Rushes-Yards 44150 26-79
Passing Yards 140 318
Passes (Att.-Comp.-Int.} 5220 33182
Offensive Plays 79 59
Total Net Yards 200 397
Third Down Efficiency 617 210
Fourth Down Efficlency 01 00
Punts 9426 7420
Fumbles-Lost 10 22
Penalties 743 G-J8
Time of Possession 15:43 24:17

Individual Statistics
RUSHING (Att.-Net Yds.) — MU: Bradshaw -77: Chartes 16-72: Morrs 1-15: Gochneaur 1.5,
Fitzgerald 1.3; 0'Connor 14-2), Team 24:3), 5. Hul 8(17), OBU: L.Ross 24.90; T.6mith 1-0; Zwick 1

-11)
PASSING (AtL.Comp.Int. ¥ds..TD) = MU: 5.1l 34.22.0-140-1; Moris 100040, O5U: Zwick 30
2418-3; T.8mith 20:000; Team 10000
= MU: Spann 7:39; J.Dovis 534; Bates 3-20; Chanes 3-19! Fitrgerald

RECEIVING (Rec..Yd
316 Deifel 1-5. 0SU: Holmes 10-218; R.Hail 3-38; Ross 2-27; Childress 1-20: Ginn 1-10; Hamby

PUNTING (No.-Avg.-Long) = MU: O'Connor 9.42.6-58, 08U: Turano 6-43.7.84; Zwick 1-32.0.32

PUNT RETURNS (No.-Yds.) = MU: Spann 248, 0SU; Holmes 321

KICKOFF RETURNS (No.-Yds.) — MU: Bradshow 1-11. 05U: Hoimes 1-18

FUMBLE RECOVERIES — MU; Goodard 1.27: D.Wilson 1-3, 05U None

INTERCEPTIONS (No.-Yds,) — MU: Royal 2-16. OSU: None

SACKS — MU: Whyce 1:11. OSU: Richardson 1:12; Green 1-6; D'Andrea 11

TACKLES FOR LOSS (No-Yds.) — MU: Whyce 1-11; J.Martin 1-4; Keyes 1-2: 0.Wison 1-1. 0SU:
Green 2.7: O'Angrea 1.52: Richardson 1:12; Whitner 1.3; Carpenter 1:2: Patterson 1.2; Hawhk 0,561

TACKLES (Solo-Asst-Tot.) — MU; Atking 4-4.8; Keyes 527 D.Wilson 257, JMartin 4-2-6,
Wiyee 2448; W.Smith 404: Cnisholm 21.3: Ancerson 1:2.3; Terrell 20-2. Goaderg 202;
RWitlisms 1-1-2: D Thomas 1:0-1; Hairston 0-1-1; Couch 0-1:1: Thornton 0-1.1. O8U: Carpenter 6-7-
13: Howk 6:6-12; Whitner 63.9; Green 51.6; Salley 4-25: E.J.Underwood 2-4.8; Youboly 3.2.5
O'Andren 2-35; Schiegel 2-1-3; Richardson 1-2-3; Kudta 20-2; Everett 1-1-2; Fox 1-1-2; Pitcock 1-1-
2. Weleh 10:1: D grson 104 Turano 1-0:1; White Jr. 1.0-1; Hamby 1.0-1: Holmes 1-0-1: Penton
0:1:1; Fraser 0-1:1 in 01-1; Barton D-1-1

PLAYERS IN THE GAME - MARSHALL: Defense. Goddard, RHayes, Wnyce. J Martin
Rembart, Atking, W.Smith, Terrell, Keyes, Anderson, Royel, O'Connor, Qlfense, J.Dovis, Spann,
Bates, Mulling, Griffin, Cook, Salto, Butlock, Elcess, S Hill, Chardes. Resarves, Fitzgerald, Moore,
{ waur, Wilks, Shope, Morrs, Momson, Rodomer, Tyson, Hargrove, R.Williama, Thornton,
hoim, D Wilson, Hairston, McCowan, D.Thomas, Newsome, Bradshaw, Couch, Albin, McNasly,
pynos. Binkey, Deifel, Marmit, Parkhursi. OHIO STATE: Offense, Sims, Datish, Mangold, Kne,
Schafer, Hamby, Holmes, Childress, 2wick, Ross, Schnitther. Nugent. Dafense, Fraser, Richardson
G icock, Hawk, D'Andiea, Cix wer, EJ.Underwood, Fox, Salley, Everelt, Turano, Reserves,
Matthews, Ginn, R Hall, Whitner, T.S: Jacobs, A Smith, Freeman, Lyons, Youboty, M.Hall, Weich,
M - Conray, Antrews, McLaughiing
pin, D.Patterson, Penton

Season Statistics

2004 Game-Dy-Game

Date  Opponent Result/Ti

Crowd

Sept. 4 (D) CINCINNATT W, 776

Sopt-11 (D) MARSHALL W, 2402
Sept. 18 st N.C, State 3:30 p.m
Ocl. 2 ot Northwestern 7045 or 9
Oct & WISCONSIN THA

Oct. 16 at b

N STATE
higan Statie
Jue

ses Lelore the oppone
ranking 18 aftes the name

Team Statistics

pay

in parenthe

GRponent’ s

osu
First Downs 30
Rushing
Passing 23
Panaity
Average Per Game /Rush 1495
Avorage Per Game /Poss 280.0
Total Offense 456
Total Ploys 131
Average Per Gamae 420.5

Average Per Play
PenslliesYords
Fumbles-Lost
3rd Oown Efficiency

Percentage

4th Down Efficlency 0s1

Percentage on
Sacks-Yards 319
Time of Possassion Avg 28:49

ScoreByQuarters 1 2 3 4 Tot. Avg.
Otuo State 14 17 T 13 Bl 2S5
Opponenits 7 10 3 7 2713138
Attendance Games  Total Avg
Homu 2 200,220 104,813
Ay o 0 0
Total 2 200,226 104,613
Individual Statistics
Rushing Att. Net Avg. TD Long
Lyde!! Ross 41 231 56 1 68
Tory Pittman 7 66 94 0 38
Maurice Hall T 4 20 0 -]
Troy Smith 6 ' A 0 9
Roshawn Parker 1 a 30 0 3
Team 2 3 15 0 1]
Justin Zwick 5 419 a8 o 6
05U Totals 69 299 43 1 &8
OPP Totals 70 226 3.2 i a9
Recelving Rec. Net Avg. TD Long
Santornio Molmes 14 309 22,1 3 80
Bam Cniidress 5 ar 17 0 28
RAyan Hamby 5 B0 160 1 49
Aoy Hall 4 50 1256 1 20
Lydel Ross 3 45 83 0 23
Teo Ginn Jr 3 ] i 0O 10
0SU Tolals 34 560 166 & 00
OPP Totals 39 302 1.7 1 28

Scoring TD EPK EPR EPP FGSAFPTS
Saonia Holmwy 3 - - 18
Mike Nugent 60 }4 14

Roy Ha 1 - - - a
fiyan Hamby 1

Lydell Ross i L
05U Totals 6 66 - 3-4 51
OPP Yotals 3 33 = =23 — 37

Passing Comp. Att Pct.  Yaa TDINT

nIwick 32 56 57.1 631

Team 0 1 0.0 0O o0 0.00
OSU Totals 34 G2 548 560 65414442
OPP Totals 39 72842 302 210 9398

FG Distance 0.29 30-30 40-49 60+ Total
Mike Nugent ad o0 00 14 b4
05U Totals 22 00 00 322 34
OPP Totals 22 01 00 00 23

Punting No. Yds Avg. Bk Long
Kyle Turano 7 319 4.6 0 57
Justin Zwick 1 32 30 0 id
05U Totals L) 61 419 o &7
QPP Totals 17 785 444 0 59

Intarceptions No. Yds., Avg. TDLlong

Nona

05U Totals ] ¢ 00 0 0
OPP Totals 4 21 82 0 16
Punt Returns Mo, Yids, Avg. TD Long
Santonio Holmes 3 21 10 0 10
05U Totals 3 21 70 0 10
QPP Totals 2 AB 240 0 32

Kiekoll Returns No. Yds. Avg. TD Long

Maunce Hall 84 430 0O 43

Santomno Hebmes 1 18180 O 18
05U Totals 3102340 0 43
OPP Totals 4 67168 0 23

Defonsive Laaders Sola Ast. Tol.TFL-Yds. Sacks

Ashton Youboly 2 T 1.0-1

Bobby Carpenter 11 11 22 1042

A, Hiwk 7 14 21 104

Nate Salley 1 6 1

Donte Whitivar 8 3 1 03

EJ. Underwood 5 6 11 —

Marcus Green ! 4 ] .07 106

Quinn Pitcock 1 8 ] - -

Mike D'Andrea 3 6 9 253 1041
5 7

Anthony Schiagel 2 3 - -_— -

Tyler Evarent |} 1 & -

David Patterson 2 2 4 203

Mike Kudin P 1 | -

Oustin Fox 4 1 -

Jay Richardson i 4 i 1.0-12 1.0-12

Simon Fraser 0 3 3 0.51 -

05U Totals 76 76151 1336 319

OPP Totals 68 856124 1139 24148

Fumbles Forced
1 = Marcus Green
Fumbles Recovered

Blocked Kicks

None

1910 Crown Park Court 1680 Schrock Rd. O At e akrarr Ml

614-326-1830 614-882-2223 614-491-3435
Comprehensive Eye Exams * Contact Lenses & Fashion Eyewear
Special Attention to Children + Laser Surgery Consultation
Treatment of Eye Diseases * Emergencies Welcome
Personalized Carg Is Our Focus

Blue Chip

TRADE / BUY/ SELL
BUCKEYE FOOTRALL TICRETS

" 2941 Kenny Rd.+ Suite 205 + Columbus, OH 43221
»614-457-1122 ¢« 800-933-7773
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 24, Marshall 21

08U head coach Jim Tressel's assessment of the
game: “Marshall had a good game plan and they exe:
cuted it well, They didn't let us control the line of
serimmage. And we can't continue to turn it over like
we did and have a chance.”

ter that came back to haunt his toam: “We saw that it
could work on the extra point, What you do is go to the
line, and if it's there, you call it. If it's not, you don't,
Our guys saw it, and we thought it was an opportune
time. We had them deep in their territory it we didn't
make it.”

Marshall head coach Bob Pruett’s t of
the game: “it was certainly a game we would have
loved to win, ially in the d haif. The differ
ence in the ballgame was the two long passes early in
the game when we had two blown coverages. We had a
chance.”

08U quarterback Justin Zwick on a performance
that included highs In yardage and hd
but two costly interceptions: “There are a lot of things
that go into it, but | can't do that. | can't let one mis-
take turn into another one. Coach Tressel preaches
about that all the time, so that's on my shoulders. I'm
going to look at it and try not to let it happen again.”

Marshall safety Chiis Royal on making both inter
ceptions against Zwick: “On the first pick, | sat back in
zone coverage and the ball was virtually thrown right
to me. On the second pick, | told everyone on defense
wa were in zone and to watch the deep ball. (Zwick)

Griffin on the role the Ohio Stadium crowd played in
that play: “The crowd was loud down there (in the
closed end) and we didn't communicate. There's noth-
Ing you can do.”

for that. But it doesn't get me excited. It's more of a
soothing feeling because of the way they do it — that
low sound that just Kind of floats in. It helps relax me
more than anything.”

08U cornerback Dustin Fox on the same subject:
“There was never a doubt in my mind, | talked to him
just befdre he went out and high-fived him, and | knew
he was going to make it. The second he Kicked it |
started walking to the locker room, saying 'It's good,'
That's just the kind of faith you have in Mike.”

Zwick on the noxt-to-last play when he spiked the
ball even though tight end Ryan Hamby was not yet
sol: *I wasn't oven worried about that. | just wanted to
got the ball moved downfleld a couple more yards for
Nuge. We knew wo were going to have to spike it. We
had everybody ready to get up there and get set so we

Royal on the same subjoct: “| was certain we wore
going to overtime. | was confident our defense would
hold out because we had seen every play they had.
They were out of things to do on offense. However,
they did a good job of connecting on a few timely pass-
o8 to sot up a tough kicker who doesn't miss.”

could spike the ball. They kind of laid on (Hamby) a lit-
tle bit so it took them a little bit longer. | watched the
clock tick down and by the time they put the ball down,
1 just got it up as quick as possible.”

05U kicker Mike Nugent on his feelings when he
enters the game and (he crowds yells
“Noooooooooge!”: “To tell you the truth, | almost listen °

tried to look me off at first, but then he t d
me and made the throw. The ball came right to me.”

08U fManker Santonio Holmes on how he was able to
get open so many times, especially in the first half:
“We kind of knew what they wanted to do — they want-
od to keep some safeties down in the box for run sup-
port. And with that, we just wanted to get behind them
and we were able to do that a couple of times. And we
did a great job of making some great catches and
putting it in the end zone.”

Marshall offensive tackle Nate Griffin on his team’s

d-half port “We were too excited in the

first half and didn't to. When we d the sec-

ond half, we were more focused and ready to play. We

started to run the ball well and just gained confidence
little by little, It's just unfortunate we didn't win,”

08U tallback Lydell Ross on his fumble thal result-
edinat wn for Marshall: “As | was going down,
my hand was exposed and any good defender will make
that play. That was my mistake. | left my hand exposed
and that was my take. It won't happen again.”

Holmes on some bulletin board material from
Marshall: “It kind of lingered in my mind that they sald
in (@ nowspaper) article that if we put any two
rocolvers out there, they'd lock ‘em down. That kind of
got to me a little bit and it kind of made me fired up a
little bit."

Pruett on a botched fake field goal in the third quar-

08U conter Nick Mangold on his feelings aboul
walching the game winner: *I didn't watch the kick. |
can't. I've never been able to watch a field goal. | can
watch once the ball's in the air, but | can't watch the
kick itsolf. It has nothing to do with Nuge or the fact
that | didn't think he would make it because | just knew
he would. I've just never been able to wateh a field
goal and | wasa'l going to

start with this one.”

Nugent on his feelings
about winning the game on
the final play: “I just did my
job. Everybody's telling me |
won the game, but | just did
my part, If overybody else on
this team doesn’t do what
they have to do, it never aven
gots to mo,”

Pruett on his team's
chances in overtime: “Good,
(Ohio State was) a tired foot-
ball team.”

Marshall quarterback Stan
Hill on the loss: "This is a
tough one to swallow, It's dis-
appolnting to be In a position
to win and not close the game
out. We've had this happen
too many times before.”

05U defensive coordinator
Mark Snyder, & Marshall grad,

HAPPY ALUM — Mark Snyder, who graduated from Marshall
before he came to Ohio State as an assistant conch, was pleased
to get a win over the team from Huntington, W.Va.

with the last word: “You never
like to give money away, but
it's good to know that my alum-
ni checks are baing put to good
use. They played waell today.”
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THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH

Nugent As Certain

Noooooooooge!!

Whit more can you say after Ohio
State’s dramatic win over Marshall?

It's really striking to me the confidence
that the Buckeye players, conches and
fans have in their kicker and co-captain,
Everyone in the house knew that the
game-winning kick attempt was a statis-
tical long shot. Yet I think everyone in the
house knew that the Buckeyes had a
chance with Mike Nugent at the ready.

And the senior nailed the game winner
with plenty of yardage to spare, sending
the Buckeyes and their faithful into a
franzy. It was a frenzy fueled not only by
victory, but by the fact that Nugent is one
of the more popular Buckeyes in recent
yours.

He demonstrated one of the reasons
for his popularity with his modest
remarks after the game when he tried to
tell anyone who would listen that it was-
n't he who had won the game, but the

team, And in this case, the remarks about -

the team were more than a simple cliche

The winning sconario was set up first
when the defense forced Marshall into a
three-and-out. The Herd, in fact, lost 2
yards on the drive. Then the Buckeye
punt return team-harried lan O'Connar
into a 26-yard punt that gave OSU a real-
istic shot from its own 45,

Now it was the offense’s turn with 25
seconds and no timeouts, Quarterback
Juatin Zwick, who had his problems in
the game with a pair of interceptions, hit
Santonio Holmes twice, the receiver man-
aging to get out of bounds both times to
stop the clock. Zwick's third pass, over the
middle to tight end Ryan Hamby, was
risltier as the clock kept moving after the
completion.

Despite Marshall's best efforts — and
the Herd was clearly well-coached on this
== Zwick was able to get the Buckeyes —
also clearly well-conched — to the line
and spike the ball with two seconds
remaining. After a penalty moved the ball
back to the 37, it was the kick team's
turn,

Kyle Andrews’ snap was perfact, Kyle
Turano's spot was true and Nugent sent
the erowd home happy.

He wag right. There were a lot more
people than just him involved in the vie-
tory.

Of course, there were plenty of
Buckeyes responsible for helping put
Ohio State in the predicament where they
needed Nugent's heroics.

The team was hampered by four
turnovers, and the normally stout
Buckeye deflense proved troublingly sus-
coptible to the ran, especially in the see-
ond half,

At one point in the third quarter, the
Thundering Herd went on n 17-play, 83-
yard march almost exclusively on the
ground. Though the drive did not result in
any points for Marshall, it kept the ball
away from the Buckeye offense for nine
minutes and 19 seconds,

While Marshall was able to hurt the
Buckeyes on the ground, Ohio State
guined just 79 rushing yarde on 26 car-
riea. The Buckeyes had been able to wear
down Cincinnati the week before and
their offensive line took charge in the sec-
ond half. They never quite did the same
against the Marshall defense.

For the sscond weok in a row, the
Buckeyes stiowed more of a willingness to
pass the ball than they have in the past
under hoad coach Jim Treasel. Unlike the

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

previous week against the Bearcats, how-
ever, the offense lacked balance with its
struggles on the ground.

To me, the OSU offense still seems to
be searching for an identity. 1 look at the
way Marshall did different things to
exploit the Buckeye defense and [ wonder
if Ohio State has a cohesive plan to do the
same. | wonder if the Buckeyes adjust
during the game on offense as well as
they do on defense.

Some things are fairly certain, The
Buckeye defense seems to get tough when
it has to. And the OSU offense under
Tressel produces when it has to.

And then there's Mike Nugent.

Getting Their Kicks

While much was made over Nugent's
game winner, don't forget that he also
aided the Buckeye cause with his kickofTs.
The Herd was able to return only one of
Nugent's four kicks, and that one was
placed such that Marshall could get it out
only to the 12-yard line.

The previous week against Cineinnati,
the Bearcats returned two of Nugent's
five kickoffs. Their average starting point
nfter those returns was their own 18.
That means that after two games and
nine kickofls, the opposing teams' average
starting point after a Nugent boot is well
inside the 20.

Not only is the senior from Centerville,
Ohio, scoring his points, but he is also
taking pressure off the Buckeye defense
by denying opponents good field position.

The jury seems still out on the
Buckeyes' other kicker, punter Turano. As
everyone knows, the punter is a key com-
ponent of Tressel's game plan and the
Buckeyes have been spoiled by the perfor-
mances of Andy Groom and B.J. Sander
the last few seasons,

Turano had only one punt against UC,
but it was a 67-yarder, so on the stat
sheet at least, he had a good day. But that

t came from the OSU 43 and the
uckeyes would have been better served
if Turano had buried it deep in Bearcat
territory rather than booming it into the
ond zone where it came out to the 20 for a
net gain of just 37. That being his first
kick in front of more than 100,000 fans in
Ohio Stadium, however, I'm going to give
Turano that one.

Against Marshall, it was more of a
mixed bag for the senior. He averaged a
wolid 43,7 yards on six kicks, but those
stats don't tell the whole story.

His first two kicks had the length — 46
and 53 yards — but were returned 16 and
32 yards, respectively, for o net average of
only 26.6 yards, His next two kicks were
Just 35 and 28 yards, though neither was
returnod, piving the Thundering Herd the
ball at their 28 and 42.

Turano's last two kicks were his most
Kmduclive. He nailed a 54-yarder to bury

farshall at its 6-yard line for his only
punt inside the 20 and closed out with a
46-yarder that was downed at the Herd
3L

Game Notes

* I'm not advocating that Troy Smith
be the OSU quarterback, but [ don't quite
understand how the conches have han-
dled him so far, If Zwick is the starting
quarterback, then he's the starting quar-
terback. Putting Smith in for one series
in the second quarter and then yanking
him after he is three-and-out is hardly
good for his confidence. Would he have
stayed in during the first half of the last
two games if he had moved the ball?

* Since taking over from the injured
Drew Carter in game eight last year,

s Death, Taxes And Wins

Holmos has caught 43 passes for 806
yards and 10 touchdowns in eight games
Projected out over n 12-game season that
would equal 1,209 yards on 65 catches for
an 18,7-yard average and 15 touchdowns

That's pretty impressive, and even
more g0 when you consider Michael
Jenking was the featured receiver last
weason. It's alwo pretty good for a guy who
initinlly had a reputation for coughing up
the ball, though he did lose one against
the Thundering Herd.

* I've been improssed with the play of
linobacker Bobby Carpenter so far this
wenson, He led the Buckeyes in tackles
for the second game in a row, totaling 13
stops against Marshall including one for
loxs, That gave him 22 for the season, one
ahead of linebacker mate AJ. Hawk
Meanwhile, Mike D'Andren and Anthony
Sehlege! have combined for 14 more stops
from the middle.

1 thought the tackling was pretty slop.
py against Marshall, Giving opposing
ball earriors extra yards will come back
to haunt the Buckeyos if it continues.

* Count me as one of the Monday
morning quarterbacks who would have
declined the holding penalty and forced
Marshall to attempt a field goal in the
fourth quarter rather than allowing them
to score the game-tying touchdown.

Don't Forglet First Class

We once again encourage out-of-state
BSB readers who are having problems
getting their in o timely fashion to
consider upgra to speedy first-class
mail in an envelope

You can upgrade an existing subscrip-
tion to first-clags mail during football
season for just $23, or upgrade through
;I;% ond of football recruiting season for

Send your check or credit card num-
ber to PO, Box 12453, Columbus, Ohio
43212, or call (614) 486-2202 for phone
arders or information. Remember, you
must mention either the “Football”
upgrade or “Recruiting” upgrade.

From The Pages Of BSB

TWENTY YEARS AGO — 1984

planner while contemplating his college future in Janunry,

Following Ohio State's seasonopening victory over Oregon State, the
Buckeyes were suddenly and surprsingly down two players. Linebackers
Lavry Molic and Mark Plister left the team for sight disys But relurned the
daoy pfter the season’s second game.

No official rensoning was given for the pair's defection, but specutation
was they were bothered by the amount of sttention heaped on fresnman
linebacker Chris Spielman, who had 10 tackles and a forced fumble in his
first collegiate game.

1t didn’t seem to bother the Buckeyes in their second game out of the
gate. OSU harassed Washington State quarterback Mark Ryplen into three
interceptions and pasted the Cougars 440,

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO — 1989

Unpleasant memonies of 8 40-7 oefest st Washingion in 1986 and s 42-
10 loss ot Pittsburgh In the second game of the provious Sedson werne
dredged up aftor Ohio Stote — coming off an impressive 37-13 win over
Okiphoma State in week one — went to No, 12 USC ang got pasted 1o the
tune of 42-3.

Linabacker Junior Seau’s two tackies for loss led o ferocious Trojans
pass rush that Umited Greg Frey to 135 yards through the air, and Buckeye
linebacker Derek lsaman couldn't help but think back to the 1988 game
against Pitt, which Isaman watched from afar while pursuing 8 berth on the
U.5. Olympic baxing team,

“1 wos in camp with (hemvyweight contender) Evand fleld watching
it on TV and it was terrible,” Isaman said afier the loss to USC. “Rt's ter-
Dle now 10 go theough i But | think wa'll bounce back

TEN YEARS AGO — 1904

Senior wige receiver Joey Galioway's name contnued to be spread
acruss the headines, but IS time It was for something much different
from hig onfield exploits or potentipl Meisman Trophy candidacy. The NCAA
suspended Gatoway for two games for sccepting $200 from a financlal

“When | 100k the money, | considensd myselfl as 100 percent leaving cok
lege football,” Gallowsy said, *| took the money ot that time, Later on, |
werit home, changed my Mmind about the decision 1o leave, aod | just did not
repay the money. That is definitely my mistake.”

Without their leading threat on the fleld, the Buckeyes fell behind 100
In the fist quarter and couldn’t climb oll the way back in falting 2516 &t
Washingron,

FIVE YEARS AGO — 1999

A first-woek loss to Minmi (Fla.) in which naither Austin Moherman nor
Steve Belligart porformed particulary well made OSU's performance — and
that of Ballisar In particular — In & 42-20 victory over UCLA all the mors
surprising.

Bellisan relisved Moharman in the second quivter and want on 1o com:
plate 11 of 16 passes for 159 yards and two touchdowns in front of a crowd
of 93,283 for the fare Ohio Stadium night game. Aerward, it was appas
ent he had won Over his coach

“There's no question he was the best quarterbiack on the fleld tonight,”
John Cooper said of Belliser, “and | would think that he's probably going 1o
be our starting quarterback after we got a chance to look at the film.*

ONE YEAR AGO — 2003

It was something of 8 down week as far os the Ohio State football pro-
gram was concerned, Head coach Jim Tresse! rovenled that running back
Maurice Clarett would no longer be practicing with the team, wiile Andy
Gelger sounced even more dire considenng Clarett's longtem prognosis

*I am not optimistic about the number of games that Maurice Clarat
might be ivailable 10 play this yebr,™ Geiger sakd,

The Buckeyes responded by sking out 8 1813 vctory over San Diego
State thanks to 8 100yard interception return from aafety WA Allen, At
loast the men's basketbnll progrem wal in high spiita afted hosting the
nation’s NO. 6 overnll senior, Malik Hauston, for the viciony over the Arlecs.
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