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Tressel Likes Ones He Got

Experts Split On OSU Recruiting Haul

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

A negative person could have looked at the last day
or so before national signing day — when Ohio State
failed to close on six key prospects it was tracking —
~and say things did not go well for the Buckeyes.

A positive person could have looked at OSU’s foot-
ball recruiting effort as a whole for 2003 and found
plenty — no less than eight SuperPrep All-Americans
among the 14 high school signees — to be happy about

In this instance, both of these peaple would be cor-
rect

In case you were wondering, OSU coach Jim Tressel
— wtill beaming from winning the 2002 national cham-
pionship — fit firmly in the second category on signing
day.

“I think our staff did a fabulous job with ti
and with the yearlong efforts with recruiting,

1id as he met the media Feb. 5. *I think they did a
heck of a job in putting together a heck of a class.

“It is most important that you feel good about the
ones we got, and [ feel extraordinarily good about the
ones we got.”

Part of Tressel's optimism could be due to things
beyond the recruitment of high school players.

Tressel noted that three OSU seniors-to-be (Michael
Jenkins, Darrion Scott and Will Smith) all decided to
stick around for their final season instead of leaving
early for the NFL.

“Our recruiting year began when those players
chose to come back for their senior year,” Tressel said.
“That was obviously something we had to be alert for
and planning for.”

Plus the Buckeyes scemed to pull off a coup by
accepting a transfer from middle linebacker Anthony
Schlegel, a two-year starter at Air Force (see story,
page 32).

A year after OSU nailed down the nation's No. 2-
ranked recruiting class, national experts were divided
on where to rank the Buckeyes. Some, such as
SuperPrep’s Allen Wallace, ranked OSU as high as
11th nationally. Others, including Rivals100.com’s
computerized ranking system, had the Buckeyes as low.
as 40th,

An average of six recognized recruiting services left
the Buckeyes at 24th nationally with this closs,

Tressel did well to disguise any notion of disap-
pointment after the Buckeyes lost out on three nation-
al top-100 players on signing day.

Ohio defensive end/linebacker Shawn Crable picked
Michigan, Kentucky quarterback Michael Bush signed
with Tennessce and New Jersey defensive end Claude
“Turk” McBride went to Tennessee

OSU lost a previous commitment as Florida defen-
sive end Stanley McClover signed with Auburn. OSU
also was after Florida offensive lineman James Lee,
who went to Georgia, and California wide receiver
Devin Stearns, who signed with Cal

Tressel said it doesn't do any good to get upset about
the players who didn't sign with the Buckeyes

“I know that (Crable) had consistently been saying
that one moment he would think about and the
next moment he would think about that,” Tressel said
“That was consistent with what he had been telling us,

“You've been aroir i enough to know we're

id us |

Continued On Page 6

Prstos by STOVE HELWAGEN
PRIDE OF MASSILLON — OSU signees Devin
Jordan (left) of Massillon Washington and
Kirk Barton of Massillon Perry share a laugh
during festivities for the Ohio All-Star Classic.

BSB’s 2003 Recruiting Wrap-Up Edition

Inside BSB’s Recruiting

Wrap-Up Edition:

* Recruiting experts discuss OSU's class,
national race (Pages 8-9)

* A look at how the rest of the Big Ten and
Notre Dame fared in recruiting (Pages 10-12)

* Seven OSU signees to play in Ohio All-
Star Classic (Page 13)

* BSB tracks where Ohio's top prospects
landed (Pages 14-15)

* Bios and photos of OSU’s 2003 football
signees (Pages 16-17)

* Recruiting Outlook: Crable to Michigan,
Bush to Louisville (Pages 18-20)

« BSB's Gary Housteau shares his diary
after a signing day odyssey (Pages 22-23)

* OSU assistant Mel Tucker helps deliver
Cleveland for the Buckeyes (Page 25) :

* A look at the top underclassmen in Ohio : -]
and across the Midwest (Pages 26-31) TRESSEL'S TROOPS — 0OSU

* Air Force linebacker Anthony Schlegel head coach Jim Tressel likes
opts to transfer to Ohio State (Page 32) his 2003 recruiting class.

EARLY ENROLLEE — Donte
Whitner of Cleveland Glenville
has already enrolled at OSU.
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Seven OSU Signees Run 40s Of 4.5 Or Better

Continued From Page 1

not going to get upset about it. What's
that do? Michigan is a good school. That
means we're recruiting the right guys,
Its just like we want to win all our
gumes, We lost five (in 2001) and didn't
got upset. We just went to work.

“That's the way it goes. That means
we were recruiting the right guys. You're
not going to get them all.”

Tressel touted the versatility and
athletic ability of the 14 high school
players signed with the Buckeyes,

e have a number of players capa-
ble of helping us at a couple of different
positions,” Tressel said. “It is nice to
have that kind of flexibility. We will just
have to wait and see what happens in
the fall and then evaluate how those
new players can best holp us.”

Seven of OSU's signees boast 40-
yard dash times of 4.5 seconds or bet-
ter, another nice component with this
class.

“In the game of football, it's crucial to
have great speed,” Tressel said. “You
heard about it the entire month leading
up to the national championship game
— those were two teams that had a lot of

speed.

“If yau look at history, speed has been
the hallmark of great Ohio State teams
and great Ohio State players.”

The class includes 12 prep players
from Ohio — not including quarterback

0SU Football Signees

Ohio unless noted).

Football players who have signed letters of intent to play college football at Ohio State, with rankings as overall
prospects from The Ohio Football Recrulting News for the Ohio players and All-American honors listed (all players from

288).

TOFRN
Rank Player Pos. Ht. Wt High School All-American Honors

29 Kirk Barton OL 66 275 Massillon Perry

14 Sian Cotton DL 64 290 Akron St. Vincent-5t. Mary PFR

16 Marcel Frost TE/DLG65 235 Lyndhurst Brush

8 Tony Gonzalez DB 60 187 Cleveland St. Ignatius PFR, 5P

- Ira Guitford DB 511 183 Hoboken, N.J. sP

6 Darous Hiley DB 61 195 Cleveland Glenville sp

4 Louis Irizarry TE 6-5 235 Youngstown Ursuline RR100, G&W, PFR, PS, SP -
10 Devin Jordan WR 62 190 Massillon Washington PFR, 5P

15 Curt Lukens DB 63 200 North Canton Hoover

11 Brandon Maupin DL 66 270 West Chester Lakota West PFR, SP

a David Patterson DT 63 280 Warrensvillo Heights RR100, G&W, PS, SP

17 Reggle Smith LB 62 235 East Cleveland Shaw

2 Donte Whitner* DB 511 175 Cleveland Glenville RR100, G&W, PFR, PS5, 5P
—  Ashton Youboty* DB 61 180 Houston (Texas) Klein G&W

* Already enrolled at 0SU

All-American Honors Key: RR100, Rivals100.com Recruiting (top 100 nationally); G&W, G&W Recruiting Report (top
100); PFR, Tom Lemming's Prep Football Report (top 200); PS, PrepStar Dream Team (top 110); SP, SuperPrep (top

Todd Boeckman, who plans to enroll in
winter 2004 and count on the 2004 class.
Also, there is one player each from New
Jersey and Texas.

“Ohio is always going to be our focal
point,” Tressel said. “You haye to get the
great ones here at home and I think we
did that.”
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The Buckeyes succeeded in signing
three national top-100 players, all from
Obhio, in tight end Louis Irizarry, defen-
sive lineman David Patterson and
defensive back Donte Whitner. Whitner
and fellow defensive back Ashton
Youboty from Texas have already
enrolled at OSU (see below).

Just at a glance, it is clear that OSU
fortified itself nicely along the defensive
line with four signeea and in the sec-
ondary with six. The Buckeyes also got
impact players ot wide receiver and
tight end with Ohio standouts Devin
Jordan and Irizarry, respectively.

Tressel said he hopes OSU's national
championship will give the Buckeyes a
boost in the years to come.

“I don't think any of the players we
signed came here because we won the
national championship,” he said. “But a
lot of times you hear young people say
they are excited about a school because
they saw something exciting happen
when they were younger.

*I know Donte Whitner talked about
looking at the great teams Ohio State
had in 1994, "95, '96 and '97 and always
wanting to be a Buckeye. Yes, I think it
will pay off in the years ahead as long as
we do everything we need to do.”

Individually Speaking

Tressel discussed many of the notable
players in this year's class. Here is a
sampling of some of his comments on
these signees.

* On defensive back Tony
Gonzalez — “Tony is a guy who could
play wide receiver and defensive back. I
believe Coach (Ted) Ginn (from
Glenville) had timed him ot 4.25 in the
40 in one of their winter workouts.

“He has great speed and great ath-
leticism. He is a big-play guy on either
side of the ball."

* On defensive back Darcus
Hiley — “Dareus’ nickname is
Superman, so everybody calls him
‘Supe.’ I asked him about how he com-
pared with the other guys in terms of
speed. He said, "With my helmet on, I'm
faster than all of them.'"

¢ On Ira Guilford — “He is a big
hitter at the safety position. He has
great hitting ability. Some have used the
same terms they used to describe Jack
Tatum, who also came from New Jersey.

“He was also a great tailback. He
could help us on the offensive side of the
ball as well. I know (running backs
conch Pim) Spencer expects to have him
over there for a few snaps.”

At Middleton Printing, “ We print a wide variely
we offer you wellstu of pdr:!ecls Lo fit your
, compelitive needs:
misona eeestonst INMIDDLETON
oy ' PRINTING,CO. mﬂml
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* On Jordan — “He eaught 100-and-
some balls as a junior when Justin
Zwick was his quarterback. But the
thing that impressed me the most was
the team guy he was. He was an out-
standing leader. He only caught about
35 balls as a senior, It was a different
offense, but he was still making plays.”

* On Irizarry — “"He is a tremen-
dous route runner and a big-play guy.
Where he dominates is after the catch
He's extraordinary in that respect. He is
a tight end who can stretch the whole
field.”

* On tight end/defensive end
Marcel Frost, who decommitted
from lowa and chose OSU five days
before signing day — “Marcel is a ver-
satile guy. He could play outside line-
backer, defensive end, tight end. We are
excited nbout Marcel Frost because of
the speed with which he plays the
game.”

« On Patterson — “We feel that
David Patterson is one of the outstand-
ing defensive front people in the country.
He is extraordinary and has great explo-
sion. He loves the game. He loves to talk
football. If you call him, he'll talk foot-
ball with you until you're exhausted.”

* On defensive lineman Sian
Cotton — “Sian is a guy with excellent
athletic ability. He's close to 290 pounds
and he said they had him playing out on
the wing in basketball. He is a power
guy who will begin on defense. But we
all know you can never guess what a guy
is going to be when he grows into what
he can be.”

+ On offensive lineman Kirk
Barton — “Kirk has shown great ath.
leticism and he has played on both sides

of the ball. We feel he has what it takes
to become an outstanding lineman.
Some of our people have remarked that
he looks like a Jim Lachey kind of line-
man with great athletic ability"

* On the group as a whole — “We
feel good about this group. I feel good
about the seriousneas and the responsi-
bility that our staff has taken. They
have brought people to Ohio State that
wa will be proud of, We feel good about
these kind of guys.”

Getting A Hoad Start

Tressel introduced early enrollees
Whitner and Youbety to the media.

They follow in the footsteps of tail.
back Maurice Clarett and defensive
back Michael Roberts, who each
enrolled early a year ago.

“A year ago, Maurice Clarett came
in,” Tressel said. “He had one goal in
mind and that was a passion to get his
feet on the ground and learn what col-
lege life was all about

“We are fortunate to have two guys
do the same thing this year. Donte
Whitner has enrolled in school and he is
doing a great job in our workout pro-
gram and getting his feet on the ground
academically, as he did in high school.

“Ashton Youboty comes in from Klein
High School in Houston, Texas. Those
two guys give us a heck of a start.”

Whitner and Youboty each completed
high school graduation requirements in
December and enrolled at the start of
winter quarter in January.

Whitner said he was not sold origi-
nally on enrolling early.

“My coach came to me and asked me
and said it was a possibility,” Whitner

STEVE HELWAGEN
EARLY ENROLLEE — Ashton Youboty
started taking classes at OSU early so
that he could get a jump on the competi-

tion he's sure to face next season.

said. *T talked with my parents and at
first I wasn't going to do it. | wanted to
play basketball and run track. We were
third in the state last year and I wanted
to win the state this year.

“l went to a basketball game early in
the year and we had a bunch of

turnovers and I thought, Tm
not going to go. I'm going to
stay here and play basketball'

“But my coach said 1 could
not let my emotions take over
me, I agreed the best thing for
me was to come in early.”

Whitnerssaid he is gotting
used to college life.

“Being here gt Ohio State is a
great step for me,” ho said. *T am
enjoying being with my team-
mates and coaches and gotting
ready for the 2003 season.”

While Whitner is only 2-1/2
hours from home in Cleveland,
Youboty is much farther from
his home in Houston.

He knew late in the fall he
could graduate carly. He just
couldn't settle on a school
between OSU and Penn State.

“Both schools had a lot to
offer and a great living environ-
ment,” Youboty said. “I thought
wbout it for almost two full
months, Finally, in late
December I committed to Ohio
State,

“Since I've been here, its
been a growing process. It was
snowing and | didn't have a
heavy jacket. School-wise, 1
think I've handled it pretty
nicely.”

Youboty said it is exciting to be able
to participate in winter conditioning and
spring football.

“Before | came | knew there would be
competition here,” he said. *But | knew
I would have a chance to play il I came
in early. I'm excited about it."
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RECRUITING WRAP-UP: THE EXPERTS

Experts Torn Between LSU, USC, Florida

named the No. 2 team on all six ballots, .
By STEVE HELWAGEN also endad up with 54 voting points, National Recruiting Experts Rankings
Duckeye Sports Dulletin Editor Oklahoma (38 points) and Miami (Fla) -
- . (35 points) rounded out the top five. BILL KURELIC JEREMY CRABTREE ROB MACINTYRE
Where is the BCS when you noed it? Expem Pk-klﬂs LSU No. 1 included Ohilo Football Recruiting News Rivals100.com PrepStar
For the ninth year in a row, BSB polled Prop Football Reports Tom Lemming, 1 :-I'Iltcﬂda ,i Lsu i ::_ISU
six dt:‘]" ‘1':‘::"" ]';'jiimﬁ' |°°&““‘ﬂi recruit-  Rivals100.com's Jeremy Crabtree and i LSU 3 5‘:&”’ : u:g“
ing analysis to compile & national consen-  PropStar's Rob Maclntyre. a Oklaho a Miami (Fla.) 4 Miami (Fla.)
sus poll. Those going with USC included | s Notre Dame 5 0 5 Oklahoma
When all of the votes were tabulated, SuperPrep’s  Allen Wallace, G&W (] Texas A&M [] Georgla [ ] Georgla
though, we had our first-ever three-way  Rocruiting Report’s Phil Grosz and Bill 7 Miami (Fla.) 7 N.C. State 7 N.C. State
tie for the top spot. Kurelic of The Ohio Football Recruiting 8 Michigan 8 South Carolina 8 South Carolina
LSU and Southern California each News and the BSB Internet site 9 N.C. State L] Texas ABM 9 Toxas A&M
had three first-place votes. But Florida, (ghjostate rivals.com). 10 Goorgla 10 Auburn 10 Auburn
Breaking it down seientifically, this 14 OHIO STATE 40 .OI'IIU STATE 40 OHIO STATE
race may be too close to call. USC took a PHIL GROSZ TOM LEMMING ALLEN WALLAGE
slight edge with nine Ravnllalﬂo.com GAW Recrulting Report Prep Football Report SuperProp
1 Fntll.n‘lna!dmp‘l;){) Lsptl}nupedu to eight each 1 usc 1 LSU 1 usc
1 or Florda an J. a Florida 2 Florida 2 Flotida
At the same time, several.national 3 LSy 3 usc 3 Lsu
: experts noted that LSU’s class could have ; :mmml [FI. : : ::::lt:;:m} : :htmmn a
i i i mi (Fla. a, otre Dame
" multiple nc.ndem_u: caa_ualtwa, Thaiﬂ‘. wils b Yoras ABM p Oldahoms s Miami (Fla)
| enough, at least in their eyes, to give the - Moo Daria v Michigan : Taxss ABM
Trejans the upper hand, 8 Aubumn ] Toxas 8 N.C. State
| “A lot of people may rank LSU No. 1, 9 Georgta vl 9 i H Michigan
I but the reason 1 won't is bgcnu.w I under- 10 N.C. State 10 N.C. State 10 South Carolina
] stand they _hnd 20 openings and they 25 OHIO STATE 15 OHIO STATE 1 OHIO STATE
| signed 29 hdls," Gms; said. “They may
1 have double digits of kids who don't qual- NATIONAL RECRUITING EXPERTS CONSENSUS POLL
I lﬁ'.r.l A lot can happen between lf;:ﬂ:lﬂrf {Determined by voting points; First-place votes in parentheses)
1 and fgant Lo SSRGS & G Ve SER. oy L §4 |6  NoteDame 23 |11  SouthCarolina 7
Some of these kids may get placed at a
1 rep school or a junior college, and that | 3 (e} USC(3) 54 |7 Toxas ABM 18 (12 Aubum 4
1 gnnld hurt LSU ok ¢ 1 (tie) Florida 64 | B N.C, State 16 | 13 Texas a3
] USC's haul included 17 SuperPrepAll- | & oyt - | Y .
] = Americans among its 28 signoees & Wism (Fe.). 36 120 Mitbighn »
1 Eni Col b ] "It was an amazing effort,” said Average Ohlo State Ranking: 24th
| njoy Lolumbus Wallnce, who is based in California. “They , - ; e
| got eight of the top 11 guys in California, 10 players nationally in Steve Smith, Ron Zook sure proved a lot to the
FINEST They did not get the quarterback they Whitney Lewis and Roggio Bush." naysayers,” Crabtree said. *I think their
: wanted in (Miami-bound) Kyle Wright. LSU nailed down nine SuperPrep All-  success was a combination of th[l!nkl-
But tk lly didn't mi body Americans. Among Rivals100.com top- Florida State was a little bit down. But |
I SEAFOOD MENU | 5 ey rtteg ot s o0 8mY 160 picks, the top names were in-state  also think that Zook and his staff worked
I o “This may be the best running back defensive back Nick Child (No. 41) and  hard at it. He made his presence knawn
I 5\1&‘ \E & class they've ever had with Reggie Bush, running back Alley Broussard (No. 42) more than any other head coach in the
P P_\\,Pg LenDale White and Chauncey ond Mississippi defensive end Sean country this year."
W FRESHEST Washington.” Merrill (No. 43). Zook and his staff locked up 10
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California standouts Bush (No. 2 over-
all nationally by Rivals100.com) and wide
receivers Whitney Lewis (No. 3) and
Steve Smith (No. 30) were all big for the
Trojans.

*The stars just aligned perfectly for
USC," said Crabtree, who is based in
Texas, “UCLA struggled a little bit by not
naming a coach until late. Plus, they just
dominated the West Coast.”

“They captured 12 of the top 17 players
in Californin,” added Grosz, who is based
in Pennsylvania, “Plus, they got a big
break there at the end by signing
Whitney Lewis. They did a good job for
need, everywhere except quarterback.”

PrepStar's MacIntyre, also based in
California, was impressed as well.

“They dominated California and got
some of the nation's top players,”
MacIntyre said. “They got three of our top

5,

3

BUZZLETTER E-MAIL STATIONERY |

Buckeye Fans. you’ll absolutly love this!

“They got a majority of the best players
in their own state, 14 of the top 15, I
believe,” said Lemming, who is based in
Minois,

Crabtree added, “They recruited
nationally very well, They went out of
state and landed some important recruits,
Plus they dominated inside their state.”

The Tigers, under Nick Saban, closed
nicely with late verbals from in-state
defensive tackle Carnell Stewart (No. 66)
and Alabama yuarterback JaMarcus
Russell (No. 79), whom they took away
from Miami (Fla).

“They started out hot and stayed con-
sistent,” MacIntyre said.

Florida coach Ron Zook was a light-
ning rod for controversy in his bid to fol-
low Steve Spurrier. But Zook quieted his
critics with & class everybody judged as
the nation's second-best.

-
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SuperPrep All-Americans

“They are not going to accept failure
there at Florida,” Wallace said. “Coach
Zook understands he needs to be success-
ful on the field. The Spurrier years were
just too good. Zook answered very quickly

- that he will be a good recruiter. He likes

it. He is very aggressive like (USC's) Pete
Carroll.

“They robbed the other two Florida
programs and took some good JUCO kids
that will help them right away.”

The Gators picked up three top-25
players late with in-state wide receiver
Andre Caldwell (No. 4) and defensive end
Joe Cohen (No, 16) as well as Texas defen-
sive end Jarvis Moss (No. 25). Also key
was an early verbal from North Carolina
record-setting quarterback Chris Leak
(No. 26),

“They picked up Chris Leak in ecarly
January and everything went their way
after that," Maclntyre said. “They got
some great players like Joe Cohen and
Andre Caldwell who fit their system.”

Oklahoma was fourth in the consensus
poll, while Miami (Fla.) was fifth. They
each bagged five national top-100
prospocts.

The top name for the Sooners was
Illinois defensive lineman Moe Dampeer
(No. 29).

Miami bagged Wright (No. 5) from
California and also took New Jersey defen-
sive tackle Nathaniel Robinson (No. 15)
and Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely teammates
running back Tyrone Moss (No. 44) and
offensive lineman Andrew Bain (No, 59)
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The second five had Notre Dame sixth
(see sidebar, page 12), followed by Texas
A&M, N.C. State, Georgia and Michigan.

Michigan actually took the fourth.
highest total of national top-100 players
with six. But UM's relatively small class
with 16 signees kopt it from ranking any
higher than 10th in the consensua poll.

For more on the Wolverines and the
?giigfﬂw Big Ten, see the story on pages

The following are comments from sev-
eral of these experts on Ohio State'’s 2003
recruiting effort,

Kurelic

Kurelic rated OSU's recruiting effort
as second in the Big Ten behind Michigan
and 14th-best nationally.

1 think, looking at signing day, Ohio
State fans are going to be disappointed
that they lost out on some players they
had a shot at,” Kurelic said. “I'm sure the
Ohio State coaches are disappointed as
well,

“But in the big picture, Ohio State got
a solid recruiting class. It is a clm where
there are some impact players

08U landed six of Kunhl:s top 10
Ohio players, led by defensive back Donte
Whitner (No. 2), defensive lineman David
Patterson (No. 3) and tight end Louis
Irizarry (No. 4).

“Donte Whitner has a chance to play
as a freshman,” Kurelic said. “With Louis
Irizarry, you're not going to find a much
better tight end anywhere in the country.
He can stretch defenses. He could also be
a factor this season.

“] think, overall, Ohio State did a good
job of filling their needs. I would have
liked to see them get a few more offensive
linemen, But they made a decision, They
weren't going to take any borderline
offensive line prospects and risk not being
able to take a good or great player at
another position.”

Kurelic believes the strength of OSU's
class is in the secondary, where they took
six signees.

“Nobody did better in the defensive
backfield than Ohio State,” he said.

Crabtree

Using a computerized method that
waighs players based on their rankings,
Crabtree’s Rivals100.com service down-
rated OSU's small class to 40th national-

ly.

“It was unfortunate that they lost
some guys on signing day,” he said. “If
they had gotten a few of them, this might
have still been a top-10 class. It hurts to
lose some of those guys.”

08U signed three of Rivals100.com's
national top-100 players in Whitner (No,
27), Irizarry (No. 38) and Patterson (No,
83).

“We really like Irizarry,” Crabtree said.
“Miami had him for a short while and
Ohio State did a good job to get him back.
He was a roal bonus for them.”

Grosz

Grosz rated OSU's class 25th national-
ly and second in the Big Ten )

“They took two out-of-state guys
with Irn Guilford and Ashton Youboty,” he
said. “That last one, Youboty, was a stab
in the heart to Penn State, who thought
they had him.

“Overall, those two help them have a
great group of defensive backs. Donte
Whitner is one of my top three cornerback

in the country.”
rosz noted OSU's overall strength in
Ohio as well.

“I know it was disappointing for them

to lose Shawn Crable to Michigan," he
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said. “But Coach (Jim) Tressel has done a
marvelous job of re-establishing relation-
ships with the coaches in Ohio. Coach
(John) Cooper had o bad relationship with
those coaches.

“It will be difficult for people to get peo-
ple out of the state of Ohio in the future. 1
think everything sets up well for them in
the years ahead,”

Lemming

Lemming ranked OSU's class 15th
nationally.

“What happened to them at the end is
what happens to a lot of schools,”
Lemming said. “I thought their planning
was good with the limited scholarshipe.
As it turned out, though, they could have
been in on a few extra guys.”

OSU's success on the field may have
actually worked against the Buckeyes.

"'I‘huy weren't going to get any good
running backs because kids sce the suc-
cess Maurice Clarett is having there”
Lemming said.

Lemming believes the Buckeyes, with
the ability to take close to 25 next year,
are positioned for another big year.

“Like somebody said on IPN thiy
are setting themsalves up to nm_vbe have
a No. 1 class next year,” he said.
off the national title, they have a lot to
work with for the next year or so.”

Macintyre

PrepStar's ratings, coincidentally or
not, mirrored those of Rivala100.com. The
servico also had OSU 40th nationally,

"It is an outstanding class, but the
numbers are down,” Maclntyre said.
“They only had so many scholarships to
give and that hurt them a little bit."

MacIntyre liked how the Buckeyes
loaded up on defensive backs, many of
whom can play more than one position.

“It was a good year for defensive
backs nationally, and Ohio State loaded
up on them,” he said. “They got five or
six great ones. In my opinion, defense is
how they won the national champi-
on:ll;ip. 8o they're sticking with that for-
m

Wallace

Wallace picked OSU the highest of
anybody, ranking the Buckeyes 11th
nationally and second ini the Big Ten.

“They signed four of our Elite 100 play-
ers in Ira Guilford, Louis Irizarry, David
Patterson and Donte Whitner,” Wallace
said. *It is a good-looking class, especially
on the defensive side of the ball.”

In addition to those four, OSU also
signed four other
SuperPrep All-
Americans (nation.
al top 268) in defen-
sive backs Tony
Gonzalez and
Dareus Hiley, wide
receiver Devin
Jordan and defen-
sive lineman
Brandon Maupin.

But Wagaca
noted that U's
slow finish hurt the Louis lriurr.v
class rank.

“I had Ohio State ranked ahead of
Michigan until the last couple of days,” he
said. "They lost Stanley McClover to
Auburn and didn't finish with Crable,”

In terms of sleepers, Wallace likes
defensive linemen Sinn Cotton and

“We don't have either one of them
ranked as All-Americans, but they could
go on and maybe perform that way at the
college level,” he said.

The Rivals 100

Here Is a look at the final Rivals 100 list, with players ranked in
order from 1-100, Ohlo State signed three of these players.
Additionally, elght others (marked with an asterisk) visited 0SU offi-
clally.

Rank  Name Pos. HL Wi Homalown C
1 Emie Sims LB 80 220 Telshassee (FL) N. fla Cnastian  Florida State
2 Reggle Dush RB 60 1BO0 Sen Diego (CA) Helix Southern Cal
3 Whitney Lewis ATH @1 215 Venturs (CA) 5t Bonaventure Southern Cal
4 Angre Cadcwell WR G2 180 Tempa (FL) Jefferson Forida
5 Hyle Wright Q8 64 200 Damalle (CA) Monte Vista Migmi-FL
[/] Proscott Burgess® DB 63 210 Warren (OH) Hording Michigan
7 Tony Hils b, TE o8 260 Alef (TX) Elsin Texas
8 Jomn Adams OL &7 218 Jeaper (TX) Texas ALM
9 Paul Oliver 0B 60 185 Mennesaw (GA) Harrison Georga
10  QGreg Olgen TE 66 235 Wmyne Hails (M) Notre Dame
11 Martin O'Donnell OL 65 200 Downers Grove (L) Downess Grove 5. llnols
12  Dew Webb 08 60 185 Jacksonville (FL) €0 White Porida
13  Wesley Jefferson® LB 82 230 Brandywine (MD) Geynn Park Maryland
14 LaMarr Woodiey B 63 245 Saginow (M) Saginaw Michigan
15 Mathaniel Robinson 0T 64 310  Invngon (NJ) Miami-FL
16 Joe Cohen DE 62 240 Paim Bay(FL) L
AT Chad Jackson WR 61 200 Hoover (AL) Flarkda
18 Ofa Mohetau oL &3 335 Euless (TX) Trinity Brigham Young
10 Wregg Lumpkin R 60 190 Stone Mountmn (GA) Stephenson Georgla
20 Robert Meschem WA 63 200 Tulsa (OK) Dookes T. Washington  Tennessee
21 Demetris Summers RB 61 200 Lexington (5C) South Carcling
22 Justin Ostrowskd CE 65 255 Porage (W) Wisconsin
23 Victor Abiamin BDE 65 245 Batimone Gilman Notre Dame
24  Quinton Culberson DB 62 205  Jackion (M5) Provine Mississippi State
25 Jarvis Moss DE 67 220 Denton (TX) Ryan Plorido
26 Chvin Loak Q8 61 205 Cnadotte (NC) Independence Porida  *
27 Donte Whitnee® DB 511 175 Cleveland (OH) Qlemvitle Ohlo State
28 Michael Bush® ATH B3 225 Louisville (KY) Male Loulsvie
29 (ewronce Dampeer® DT 65 275 Decatur (iL) Decotur MacArthur  Oklahoma
30 Steve Smith ATH 511 100 Woodland Hills (CA) Taft Southern Cal
31 Daniel firooks LB 63 230 Jackson (TN) Central Merry Tennessoe
32  Robert Lane QB 63 210 Montos (LA) Nevike Ole Miss
33 Sean Baiey WR 60 165 Aipharetts (GA) Mitton Georgla
34 Justin Warren [5:} 63 220 Tyer (TX) Lee Texas AkM
35 Tarell Brown® DB 511 178 Mesquite (TX) North Mesquite Toxas
36 Adaius Bowman WR 63 210 Chattancoga (TN) Notre Dame North Caroling
AT HManny Scoft DB &1 170 Ooytona Beach (FL) Sesbreats Georpa Tech
38 Louls Irkcamy* TE 65 236 Youngstown (OH) Ursuline Ohblo State
30 Shawn Crable* DE &€ 230 Massilion (OM) Washington Michigan
40  Antonio Cromartie DB 63 200 Talishasses (FL) Lincoin Rordastae
AL Neck Crald DB 61 1TO  Metaide (LA) Rummael [5:17] .
42  Aey Broussard RE 61 228 Lafeyetie (LA) Acadiana LSu
43 Sean Merrii DE 292 D'ibervile (MS) LSu
44 Tyrone Moss RB 510 210 Pompano Beech (FL) Dy MimmiFL
A5 Mark Bradford Wh 61 185 Los Angeles (CA) Fremont Stanford
46 Darrell Blackman RB 6L 185 Willamaport (PA) Williamaport NC State
A7  Ryon Poles 0L 65 290 Canandaigus (NY) Academy Boston College
48 Vernon Dawis TE 64 220 Washinglon (D.C.) Dunbar Maryland
49 Brian Daniels OL B4 280 Denver (CO) Mutlen Colorado
50 Doug Ven Dyke DE 66 245 Marshall (M) Purdue
81  Tory Coce OB 62 200 Lewisvile (TX) Qxlahoma
52 Tim Crowder DE 64 227 Tyer (TX) John Tyler Toxas
53 Hyle Caldwell DE G4 288 Scottscale (AZ) Saguaro Asizona State
54 Maurice Drew RE 59 190 Concord (CA) De Lo Salle UCLA
85 Jayson Swain WR 62 200 Muntsville (AL)
56  Phillip Brown DB 511 185 Hampton (VA) Phosbus Virginia
57 Dennis Duon Qb 64 180 San Leandro (CA) San Leandro Oregon
68 Diew Radovich OL 65 2756 Mission Viejo (CA) Southern Cal
59 Angrew Bain OL 64 320 Loudordate (FL) Ely MiamiFL
60 Michael Gritin DB 61 180 Austin (TX) Bowle Texas
61  Reggie Melson DB GO 175 Palm Bay (FU Fonda
62 Jool Holler* OL 66 330 Lancaster (PA) JP McCaskey Pann State
63 Junior Lemau'y DE 65 240 Long Beach (CA) Poly ucLA
64 Roshaun Grant RB 511 180 Tempa (FL) Jefferson Georgla Tech
65 Aonto Dotson DE 65 225 Aief (TX) Hostings Owiahoma
66 Camnell Stawart OT 66 207 River Ridge (LA) John Curtis LSu
67 Xoser LowsonMennedy DT 63 305 Duncanville (TX) Okiahoma State
68 Sednck Dhis DT 63 200 Chino (CA) Ching Southern Cad
09 Lowrence Jackson DE 65 245  Ing d (CA) Ing Cal
70 Tomemy Grady 68 215 Huntinglon Beach (CA) Edison Oklahama
71 Ciayton Richard Q6 B85 225 Lafayette (IN) McCutcheon Michigan
72 Freade Pansh DB 61 185 Long Beach (CA) Poly Notre Dame
73 Marcus Thomas 0T 64 285 Jocksomdlle (FL) Mandanin FPorida
T4 Anthany Hill WH 62 195 Jacksonwile (FL) First Comst Lsu
75 Doren Bryant WR 510 1065 Ny Regioral  Boston College
76 Mike Magson WH 60 175 Rocky Mount (NC) Senor North Caroling
77 Chis Barrett TE 65 250 Tustin (CA) Tustin Southern Cal
T8  Havin McCabe QB 64 205 Wexford (PA) Pine-Richiand Virginia
70 JeMoicus Russell QB 65 225 Mobile (AL) Willlamson LsSu
80  Cloude McBride DE 64 235 Camden (NJ) Woodiow Wilson Tennessee
81  Tevares Gooden® s 81 220 M Louderdale (L) 5L Thos. Aquinas  MiamiFL
82 Demarrio Pleasat LD 63 245  Lewisvile (TX) Owdahoma
B3 David Patterson® DT ‘260 Warrensville Helghts (OH) Ohlo State
B4 Marcus Stone Qb 64 230 Harisburg (PA) Dishop McDevitt  INC State
85 Twn Castille ATH 511 220 {AL) Drisrwood Chvistian  Alabama
B0 Jonathan Stupar TE 65 245 State Colege (PA) State Colege Aoa Virginia
87 LaRon Landry ATH 63 185 Hahrwille (LA) Hahmville
Ba Upsey OL G4 267 Atemonts Springs (L) Lake Brantiey  Yirginia {
80 Jm Presley B 3 229 Highland (MI) Milford Michigan
90  Thomas W 63 225 Vecaville (CA) Vecaville Southern Cal
91 Sam Daker oL 65 305 Tustn (CA) Tustin Southerm Cal
92 Emoka Nnoli AB 61 225 Sacramanto (CA) Natomas Stantford
03  Jimmie Sutton il ATH 61 170 Boca Raton (FL) Boca Raton NC State
94 Donovan Davis OL 67 330 Jackson (M5) Callaway Mississippl State
05 Aubrey McPhadsen OL 66 320 Jacksonville (FL) First Coast Porida State
80 Ryan Mundy 08 62 200 Pitsburgh (PA) Woodland Hills Michigan
97 Desmond Wiliams LD 62 238 Dacula (GA) Georgia
98 Jason Jack DE 63 250 Humble Texas ASM
90  Cralg Chambers WR 65 100 Ml Creek (WA) Jackson Washington
100 Tim Washington DE - 64 235 Sugar Land (TX) Dulles LSu
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeyo Sports Dullstin Editor

In large part, Ohio State’s 2003 foot-
ball recruiting class was built in the
Buckeye State.

Twelve of the 14 high school players
who signed with the Buckeyes on nation-
al signing day hail from the state of Ohio
Looking closer at the map, 11 of those 12
players come from northeast Ohio — one
of the nation’s true hotbeds of high school
football

“When we had our pro timing day here
recontly, one of the pro scouts told us
jomething extraordinary,” OSU coach
Jim Treasel said. “He said that northeast
Ohio has a higher percentage of the play-
ers in the National Football League than
any place in the country except for the
southern tip of Florida,

“When you think about it, you see the
excellence of football in that area. Itis a
traditional part of the culture there
Looking ot history, we know we have to do
a good job in northeast Ohio

“Fortunately, I think we did a good job
there this year. (Assistants) Mel Tucker
and Jim Bollman did a good job recruiting
up in those areas and Bill Conley was
able to help us land a tight end (Louis
Irizarry) up there.”

It was not a perfect year for the
Buckeyes in Ohio, however.

Ohio State ended up signing six of the
state's top 10 players, as ranked by The
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OSU’s New Group Has NE Ohio Flavor To It

Ohio Football Recruiting News. If St
Henry quarterback Todd Boeckman
(ranked 13th), who plans to enroll at OSU
full time in January 2004, is factored in,
the Buckeyes got 12 of the state’s top 17
players in the same survey.

The Buckeyes came up shaort, though,
on ns many as four key Ohio prospects
thoy had made scholarship offers to. That
group includes the state’s No. l-ranked
player, Warren Harding safoty Prescott
Burgess, who signed with Michigan

Others the Buckeyes coveted who got
away included
Massillon Wash-
ington defensive
end Shawn Crable
(No. 5) Lo
Michigan, Dublin
Coffman quarter-
back Brady Quinn
(No. 7) to Notre

Dame and

Cincinnati Wood-

ward defensive

end Ray Edwards 2elvrs
(No. 10) Lo llﬂ}" hd“.‘ ards
Purdue.

Bill Kurelic, who edits TOFRN and
contributes to the BSB Internet site
{chiostate.rivals.com), noted it was proba-
bly impossible for OSU — with limited
scholarships available — to dominate
Ohio completely this year.

“Overall, I think Ohio State did pretty
well in Ohio,” Kurelic said. “They got six
of the top 10 prospects in the state

pen :

x

Eat Great,

+

2 Ordemiark LLC. AR Fugnts Redereed.

ate:

Even Late!‘

“I think with a
couple of the players

Getting Ohio's Best

they did not get, par-
ticularly Quinn and
Crable, they were in
an uphill battle all
the way. They were

Here is a look
Ing within the sta

ber of The Ohlo Football Recrulting News' top-10 Ohio
prospects who have signed with 05U over the last six

at how Ohlo State has done at recruit-
te of Ohlo, including a look at the num-

to a lesser extent | years.
with Burgess.” Total Ohio Ohlo Top-10
"'"ll:' ]USI}. down Yoar Signeos Signees Slgnees

on scholarships, a -
number of major con- 2003 14 iz 6
ference schools came 2002 25 18 8

into the state and 2001 17 10 6
found some players. 2000 25 13 1
Most notable among 1999 24 17 8
them were Boston 1998 14 6 3
College and 1997 22 12 5
Pittaburgh from the 1996 25 15 7

Big East. Pitt took

eight top-50
prospects, while BC got five.

Unlike past years, when MAC teams
have been able to grab some higher-rated
Ohio players, that conference was shut
out of the top 30,

Big Ten schools ended up signing 19 of
Ohio's top 40 prospects, three ahead of
last year's total

“It was not a spectacular year in the
state, like it was a year ago,” Kurelic said
“But certainly it was a good year with a
lot of depth when you see that even some
guys near the bottom of the top 50 were
going to Big Ten schoals.”

08U's haul inside the state was head-
lined by No. 2-ranked Donte Whitner, a
defensive back from Cleveland Glenville.

Up Giose & P

Whitner has already enrolled at OSU, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of top Ohio
proapect Maurice Clarett a year ago

In the top 10, the Buckeyes also got
Warrensville Heights defensive tackle
David Patterson (No. 3), Youngstown
Ursuline’s Irizarry (No. 4), Cleveland
Glenville defensive back Dareus Hiley
(No. 6), Cleveland St. Ignatius defensive
back Tony Gonzalez (No. B) and Massillon
Washington wide receiver Devin Jordan
(No. 10).

In addition to Boeckman, OSU also
grabbed West Chester Lakota Wast
defensive lineman Brandon Maupin (Neo
11), Akron 8t. Vincent-St. Mary defensive
tackle Sian Cotton (No. 14),_INacth

ersonal
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Canton Hoover defensive back Curt
Lukens (No. 15), Lyndhurst Brush tight
end/defensive ond Marcel Frost (No. 16),
East Cleveland Shaw linebacker Reggie
Smith (No, 17) and Massillon Perry offen-
give ineman Kirk Barton (No. 29)

Headed Up North

Burgess ended the suspense early by
committing to Michigan during the live
broadeast Jan, 6§ of the US. Army All-
Amaerican Bowl in San Antonio.

Crable, however, made everybody wait
until signing day before he picked UM
over OSU.

Burgess is the highest-ranked Ohio
prospect to go to Michigan since top-
ranked Charles Woodson signed with UM
in 1995. Woodson, n defensive back from
Fremont Ross, went on to win the 1997
Heisman Trophy for the Wolverines.

Burgess and Crable are the seventh
and eighth Ohio top-10 players to go to
Michigan since 1996. The others were:

¢ 1997 — Offensive linemen Jason
Brooks (No. 2) and Ben Mast (No. 5).

* 1998 — Tight end Dave Petruziello
(No. 4).

* 1999 — Quarterback Andy Mignery
(No. 10).

* 2001 — Defensive ends Pat Massey
(No. 2) and Pierre Woods (No. 6).

Headed Elsewhere

Meanwhile, Quinn told reporters he
was a lifelong Notre Dame fan. OSU
offered him during the summer camp, but
Quinn committed early to the Irish.

He is the first Ohio top-10 prospect to
sign with Notre Dame since three of them
signed with the Irish in 1998 — fullback
Tom Lopienski (No. 2), tailback Tony
Fisher (No. 5) and safety Rocky Boiman
(No. 9).

Quinn will be joined in South Bend by
his Dublin
Coffman  team-
mate, wide receiv-
er Chinedum
Ndukwe (No. 12).

Edwards gives
Purdue its high-
est-rated  Ohio
prospect in at
least eight years,
He originally com-
mitted to Purdue
in carly Junuary, Chinedum
only to switch to Ndukwe
Tennessee at mid-
month, Then he changed back to Purdue
on signing day.

“Purdue’s a better academic school
(than Tennessee)" Edwards said upon
signing with the Boilermakers.

None of Pittaburgh's eight top-50
signees was ranked above 18th, where
Warren Harding defensive back Mike
Phillips was slotted.

Other notables to go with the Panthers
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included Chardon Notre Dame-Cathedral
Latin offensive lineman Mike DeLuca
(No. 22), Cleveland Glenville defensive
end Michael Hearns (No. 24), Cincinnati
Moeller defensive back Eric Thatcher
(No. 33) and Massillon Perry offensive
lineman Zach Slates (No. 39).

Cincinnati Anderson offensive line-
man Ty Hall (No. 19) headlined BC's
foray into Ohio. The Golden Eagles hit
Cincinnati hard, also getting North
College Hill defensive back DeJuan
Tribble (No. 23) and St. Xavier defensive
lineman Nick Larkin (No. 26).

In the Big Ten, Minnesota scored with
a pair of top-50 players from Columbus’
east side. The Golden Gophers got
Eastmoor Academy tailback Justin
Valentine (No. 27) and Walnut Ridge wide
receiver Ernie Wheelwright (No. 48).

Wisconsin snogged Bedford linebacker
Brandon Kelly (No. 28), Northwestern
signed Dublin Coffman linebacker Adam
Kadela (No. 34) and Illinois took
Cincinnati Anderson offensive lineman
Chris Norwell (No. 35).

For a complete look at where Ohio's
top 50 are headed as well as Ohio signees
with Big Ten schools, check out the
accompanying chart.

Mr. Football

Kenton quarterback Ben Mauk
rewrote the national career passing
record book during his four-year prep
career.

Mauk, fittingly named Ohio's 2002 Mr.
Football award winner by The Associated
Press, ended his career with 17,624 pass-
ing yards, beating J.R. House's old career
mark of 14,457 yards by more than 3,000,
He also threw for 184 touchdowns in his
career.

Mauk, who threw for 6,630 yards and
76 touchdowns as a senior while leading
Kenton to a second straight state title,
committed to Wake Forest during the sea-
san,

At 8-2, 180 pounds, Mauk was down-
graded by some services. He was ranked
the state's 36th-best prospect by TOFRN.

Mauk is the first Ohio Mr, Football
award winner to sign with an ACC school.

Since the Mr. Football award was insti-
tuted in 1987, OSU has signed seven play-
era who won a combined eight Mr. Football
awards. They were Buster Howe (1987),
Robert Smith (1988-89), Bobby Hoying
(1990), Andy Katzenmoyer (1995), Derek
Combs (1996), Brandon “Bam” Childress
(1999) and Clarett (2001).

Other Mr. Football award winners
who went elsewhere included Derek
Kidwell (1991, Bowling Green), Marc
Edwards (1992, Notre Dame), Curtis
Enis (1993, Penn State), Charles
Woodson (1994, Michigan), Tony Fisher
(1997, Notre Dame), Ryan Brewer (1998,
South Carolina) and Jeff Backes (2000,
Northwestern),

THE BROWN BAG
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D SUNDAY)
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on the corner of Mohawk & Whittier
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Ohio Football Signees Elsewhere

The following Is a list of Ohio football players who have signed letters of Intent
to play college football at schools besides Ohlo State, with rankings as overall
prospects by The Ohio Football Recruiting News.

TOFRN
Rank  Player Pos. High School Coliege
1 Prescott Burgess DB Warren Harding Michigan
5 Shawn Crable Le Massillon Washington Michigan
| Brady Quinn qQB Dublin Colfman Notre Dame
9 Ray Edwards DE Cinecinnati Woodward Purdue
12 Chinedum Ndukwe WR Dublin Coffman Notre Dame
18 Mike Phillips [+]:] Warren Harding Pittsburgh
19 Ty Hall oL Cincinnati Anderson Boston College
20 Andrew Crummey OL Van Wert Maryland
21 Dan Pribula oL Strongsville Syracuse (track)
22 Mike Deluca oL Chardon ND-CL Pittsburgh
23 DeJuan Tribble pB Cintl. N.College Hill Boston College
24 Michael Hoarns DE Cleveland Glenville Pittsburgh
25 Kellen Dykes DE Youngstown Chaney West Virginia
20 Nick Larkin DL Cincinnati St. Xavier Boston College
27 Justin Valentine RB Columbus Eastmoor Minnesota
28 Brandon Kelly L8 Bedford Wisconsin
30 Joey Razzano FB Milford Virginla Tech
31 George Anderson LB Columbus Mifflin Unsigned
32 Scooter McDougle RB East Cleveland Shaw Toledo
a3 Erle Thatcher bB Cinclnnatl Moeller Pittsburgh
34 Adam Kadela L8 Dublin Cofiman Pittsburgh
35 Chris Norwell oL Cincinnati Anderson Iinols
36 Ben Mauk QB Kenton Wake Forest
a7 Tom Anovskl oL Cincinnati Elder Boston Colloge
38 Ryan Thompson DE Alron Hoban Boston College
39 Zach Slates oL Massillon Perry Pittsburgh
40 Brian Jones bB Avon Lake Unsigned
41 Adam Graessle K/P  Dublin Coffman Pittsburgh
42 Mike McGlynn oL Austintown Fitch Pittsburgh
43 Terronce Graves RB Youngstown Ursuline Unsigned
a4 Chris Vangas oL Dayton Cham.-Jullenne  Pittsburgh
45 Mike Villagrana DE Youngstown Boardman  West Virginla
a6 John Ferguson Qe Reynoldsburg Akron
47 Charlie Norden oL Dublin Scioto Miami (Qhla)
48 Ernle Wheelwright WR Columbus Walnut Ridge Minnesota
49 Markeys Scott ]:] Masslilon Washington Toledo
50 Darren Palge WR Rossford Miami (Ohio)
OTHER OHIOANS WITH BIG TEN SCHOOLS
—_— Arthur Boyd DL Shaker Helghts Illinols
- Joe Kremar DT Urbana Indiana
- Sean Clayton QB Poland Seminary Michigan State
— Maurice Smith 2] Warren Howland Michigan State
—_ Paul Long [+]1] Dayton Meadowdale Purdue
_

Monday: Live Music w/Mike Perkins
$10 Bucket of Beer
Tuesday: Live Music w/Mark Bringardener
Wednesday: DJ Drew Hanson
Amwn—szmacmds.ummm
) $2.75 Pounders of Beer
] Thursday: DJ Drew Hanson
& %2 Pounders of Beer
>V Friday: Chris Logsdon + $10 Bucket of Beer
Saturday: Dance Party
Sunday: Cash for Karaocke
Adobe Gila's is a Margarita Specialty Bar located in

the upper level of the Easton Town Center in .
Columbus, Ohio, and is open daily for lunch and dinner,

Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11 AM - 2:30 AM
Sunday: Noon - 2:30 AM
614.418.7134

Please call ahead for parties of 10 or more.
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RECRUITING WRAP-UP: OSU'S 2003 CLASS
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Tressel’s Latest Class Boasts Talent, Versatility

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

It will go into the books as a small
recruiting class, but OSU coach Jim
Treasel said the school's 2003 collection
of signees is not short in two key areas.

*“This is an extraordinarily talented
and versatile group,” Tressel said on
national signing day Feb, 5. “It is a class
with excellent maturity and an obvious
passion to be a part of the proud tradi-
tion of Ohio State football.

“It is also m class that is very solid
academically, and that is very important
o us.”

Ohio State migned 14 high school
prospects on signing day. The school is
also welcoming a transfer from Air Forco
in linebacker Anthony Schlegel (see
stary, page 32).

Plus at least two other high school
prospocts will be enrolling with the idea
they will go on scholarship in 2004.

Those players include St. Henry, Ohio,
quarterback Todd Boeckman and
Charleston (W.Va.) Capital fullback/line-
backer Cedric Scott.

Of the 14 players OSU signed, 12 are
from Ohio, New Jersey and Texas each
sent one player to OSU this year,

Two OSU signees, defonsive backs
Donte Whitner and Ashton Youboty, have
already enrolled and will participate in
spring football.

Here are bios on OSU's 14 high school
signees in the class of 2003,

* Kirk Barton, offensive lineman
. Massillon (QOhio) Perry — Barton (6-6,
275, 4.8]1) was a
two-way starter
at tight end and
defensive end at
Perry. He
impressed the
08U coaches with
his agility and
footwork at last
year's summer
camp. He projects
as an offensive
tackle at the col-
lege level,

As a senior, he was named to o first-
team berth on the All-Federal League
team and was a member of the Akron
Beacon Journal's all-star team.

Barton is ranked Ohio's ' 29th-best
prospect by The Ohio Feotball Recruiting
News and the nation's 60th-best offen-
sive tackle by Rivals100.com. He picked
08U over Northwestarn, Purdue,
Stanford and Pittsburgh in December.
He holds a 3.5 GPA and scored a 26 on
the ACT.

+ Sian Cotton, defensive lineman,
Akron St. Vineent-St. Mary — Cotton
(6-4, 295, 4.8) had 67 tackles and nine
sacks as a junior,
He then tallied 84

‘tackles and 13
sacks as a senior.
He also plays bas-
ketball for the
Irish's nationally
ranked team.

As a senior, he
was named first-
team All-Ohio in
Division IV by The
Associated Press.
He played in the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

Cotton is ranked Ohio's 14th-best

Kirk on

Sian Cotton

prospect by TOFRN and the Midwest's
35th-best prospect by SuperPrep. He is
ranked the Midwest's 26th-best prospect
and an All-American by Tom Lemming's
Prep Football Report,

Cotton, who benches 300 pounds,
picked OSU over Florida and Pittsburgh
in January. He holds a 2.6 GPA and
scored a 19 on the ACT.

# Marcel Frost, tight end/defen-
sive end, Lyndhurst (Ohio) Brush —
Frost (6.5, 245, 4.6) had 36 catches for
538 yards and eight TDs on offense and
65 tackles and
eight sacks on
defense as @
junior. As a senior,
he had 32 catches
for 660 yards and
seven TDs on
offense and 80
tackles and 12
sacks on defense.

As - a wsenior,
Frost was named
first-team  All-
Northeast Lakes
District and special mention All-Ohio by
the AP in Division I. -

Frost is ranked Ohio’s 16th-boest
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's
31st-best tight end by Rivals100.com.
SuperPrep considers him the Midwest's
56th-best prospect.

Frost comes from the same school that
sent Roy Hall to OSU. He originally com-
mitted to Towa before switching to OSU
in late January. He also considered
Pittsburgh and Boston College. He holds
n 2.7 GPA and scored a 920 on the SAT.

* Tony Gonzalez, defensive
backiwide receiver, Clovelund St.
Ignntius — Gonzalez (6-0, 187, 4.37)
helped lead St. Ignatius to the Division 1
state title as a
junior. He had 53
tackles and six
interceptions on
defense and 42
catches for 1,012
yards and 10 TDs
on offense. As a
senior, he had 60
tackles, four inter-

Marcel Frost

ceptions and 13 »
pass breakups on D
defense and Tony Gonzalez

caught 33 passos

for over 900 yards and 11 TDs on offense.
He also won a regional 400-meter track
championship as a junior.

He was named first-team All-Ohio in
Division I, according to the AP. He was
also named co-defensive player of the
year in Division L

Gonzalez is ranked Ohio's eighth-best
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's
16th-best cornerback by Rivals100.com.
He is rated the Midwest's 22nd-best
prospect and the nation's 20th-best
defensive back (All-American) by
SuperPrep. Gonzalez is ranked the
Midwest's 23rd-best prospect and an All-
American by Lemming.

Ho was OSU's first verbal in this class,
picking the Buckeyes over Notre Dame,
Michigan and others last April. His
brather, Joe, will be a senior defensive
back at Indiana. Tony Gonzalez holds a
3.4 GPA and scored a 1240 on the SAT.

« Ira Guilford, defensive
back/running back, Hoboken, NuJ, —
Guilford (6-0, 190, 4.45) had 2,261 yards
rushing and scored 29 TDs on offense and
had 87 tackles, four fumbles caused and

three sacks on
defonse as a
senior. As a junior,
ho had 824 yards
rushing and B6
tackles.

As a senior, he
earned first-team
all-state honors
on both offense

_ the nation's No, 3

and defense and
was named to
the All-Tri-State
team.

He is ranked New Jersey’s ninth-best
prospect and the nation's eighth-best
safety by Rivals100.cam. He also is rated
New Jersey's ninth-best prospect and the
nation's fourth-best skilled athlete (All-
American) by SuperPrep. Guilford ia
ranked the nation’s 48th-best defensive
back by Rivals100.com and the 26th-best
prospect in the East by Lemming.

This superb athlete bench presses 360
pounds and has a 40-inch vertical. He
picked OSU over Notre Dame, Penn
State, Syracuse and Rutgers in late
January. He holds a 2.3 GPA and scored
an 1100 on the SAT.

¢ Dareus Hiley, defensive back,
Cleveland Glenville — Hiley (6-1, 105,
4.41) was a four-yoar starter at Glenville
with experience at quarterback, wide
receiver, defensive
back and kick
returner. As a
senior, he asplit
time between
quarterback and
receiver. He had
1,900 yarda and
22 TDs passing
and also rushed
for 600 yards and
six TDs. He also
intercepted five
passes on defense.

In his career, he amassed 4,252 all-
purpose yards and 58 touchdowns on
offense and 18 interceptions on defense.

He earned first-team All-Northeast
Lakes District and special mention All-
Ohio by The Associated Press in Division
1. Hiley is ranked the 12th-best player in
the Midwest by the Detroit Free Press.

He is ranked Ohio's wixth-best
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's
14th-best cornerback by Rivals100.com.
SuperPrep rates him the 10th-best
prospect in the Midwest and the nation's
16th-best defensive back (All-American).
He is ranked the 35th-best prospect in
the Midwest by Tom Lemming's Prep
Football Report.,

Hiley picked OSU over USC,
Michigan, Wisconsin and Miami (Fla.) in
December. He holds a 2.6 GPA but must
improve on a 16 on the ACT. He was to
retake the test Feb. 8.

* Louis [Irizarry, tight end,

Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline — In 3-
1/2 youars as a varsity startor, Irizarry (6-
6, 235, 4.6) caught 127 passes for 2,669
yards (20.1 average) and 25 TDs. As a
sophomore, he had 46 catches for 962
yards and eight TDs for the 14-1 Division
IV state championship team. As a senior,
he had 35 catches for 789 yards and nine
TDs.
" He earned first-team All-Ohio in
Division IV by the AP. The Detroit Free
Preas ranks him the fifth-best player in
the Midwest,

Irizarry is ranked Ohio's fourth-best
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's 38th.

Ira Guilford

Dareus Hiley

best prospect over-
all and third-best
tight end by
Rivals100.com.
SuperPrep rates
him the Midwest's
seventh-best
prospect overall,

tight end (All-
American) and the
nation's 49th-best Louis Irizarry
prospect overall.

Ho is ranked the Midwost's 13th-best
prospect and an  All-American by
Lamming.

Irizarry originally committed to OSU
last July. But he changed his verbal to
Miami (Fla.) in early January, only to
return to the Buckeyes later in the month.
He also visited Florida. He holds a 3.9
GPA and scored a 24 on the ACT.

* Devin Jordan, wide receiver,
Massillon (Ohio) Washington — As a
junior, Jordan (6-3, 190, 4.47) had 98
catches for 1,492 yards (15.2 average) and
18 TDs playing
alongside quarter-
back Justin Zwick,
now an OSU
freshman. As a
senior, he had 43
catches for 867
yards (20.2) and
12 TDs.

Heo was named
first-team All-
Ohio in Division I |#g
by the AP as a
junior and as a
senior.

Jordan is rated Ohio's 10th-best

_ -
Devin Jordan

" proapect by TOFRN and the nation's

20th-best wide receiver by
Rivals100.com. He is rated the Midwest's
26th-best prospect and the nation's 32nd-
best wide receiver (All-American) by
SuperPrep. Lemming ranks him the
Midwest's 19th-best receiver and an All-
American.

He picked OSU over Pittsburgh,
Michigan State and Kentucky last July.
He holds a 3.65 GPA and scored a 19 on
the ACT.

* Curt Lukens, defensive back,
North Canton (Ohio) Hoover — As a
senior, Lukens (6-
3,200, 4.5) led
Hoover to an 8-3
season by making
over. 100 tackles
(80 solos) and
intercepting two
passes as a line
backer As a
junior, he had 125
tackles and 40
receptions for 970
yards, He projects
s either a safety
or linebacker at OSU.

He earned first-team All-Ohio in
Division I, according to the AP, as a junior
and senior. He also was named co-defen-
sive player of the year in Division | as a
senior. .

Lukens is ranked Ohio’s 15th-best
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's

Curt Lukens

36th-best safety prospect by
Rivals100.com. He was rated the
Midwest's 40th-best prospect by

SuperPrep and the Midwest's 52nd-best
prospect by Tom Lemming's Prop Football
Report.
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Lukens was a 100- and 200-meter district
champion in track as a junior. He picked
08U over Penn State and Florida after
receiving an offer at the summer camp.
He holds a 2.9 GPA and scored a 19 on
the ACT.

* Brandon Maupin, defensive line,
West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West —
As a senior, Maupin (6-6, 290, 5.0) tallied
76 tackles, including 43 solos, and had 12
tackles for loss and six sacks.

He earped first-team All-Southwest
District and special mention All-Ohio by
the AP in Division L.

The Ohio Football Recruiting News
ranks Maupin
Ohio’s 11th-best
prospect and
Rivals100.com
considers him the
nation's 21st-best
strongaide defen-
sive end prospect.
He was ranked
the Midwest's
28th-best prospect
and the 39th-best
defensive line
prospect national-
ly (All-American) by SuperPrep. Maupin
is rated the Midwest's 22nd-best prospect
and an All-American by Lomming.

He picked OSU over Boston College
and Pittsburgh in December. He holds a
2.7 GPA to go with a 16 on the ACT and
an 880 on the SAT.

* David Patterson, defensive line-
man, Warrensville Heights, Ohio —
Patterson (6-3, 285, 4.8) was a two-way
starter for throe seasons at Warrensville
Heights. As a junior, he had 120 tackles
and 16 sacks. As a
senior, he had 98
tacklos, 17 sacks,
256 tackles for loas
and three blocked

Brandon Maupin

kicks,

He earned
first-team All-
Ohio and

Northeast Lakes
District defensive
player of the year
honors in Division
I11 by the AP, The
Detroit Free Press rates him the 15th.
best player in the Midwest,

Patterson is ranked Ohio’s third-best
prospect by TOFRN, and Rivals100.com
considers him the nation's seventh-best
defensive tackle and 78th-best prospect
overall, He was rated the Midwest's
sixth-best prospect overall, the nation's
12th-best defensive lineman and the
nation's 45th-best prospect overall (All-
American) by SuperProp. Lemming rates
Patterson the Midwest's 34th-best
prospect. -

Patterson picked OSU over Minmi
(Fla,) and Boston College in December.
He holds a 2.7 GPA and scored an 870 on
the SAT.

* Reggie Smith, linebacker, East
Cleveland (Ohio) Shaw — Smith (6-2,
225, 4.67) had 120 tackles, 17 sacka and
five fumbles forced
as a senlor. He was
a three-year
starter at defen-
sive end at Shaw,
although he proj-
ocls ms a line-
backer at OSU.

He earned first-
team All-
Northeast Lakes
District and sec-
ond-team All-Ohio

David Patterson

in Division II by The Associnted Press,

The Ohio Football Recruiting News
ranks Smith Ohio's 17th-best prospect,
and Rivals100.com tabs him as the
nation's 27th-best outside linebacker.
Smith is ranked the Midwest's 57th-best
prospect by SuperPrep and 49th in the
Midwest overall by Tom Lemming's Prop
Football Report.

Smith is averaging 20 points a game in
basketball. He picked OSU ower lowa,
Boston College, Virginia, Maryland and
Michigan State. He muat improve academ-
ically as his reported marks were a 2.4
GPA with a 16 on the ACT.

¢+ Donte Whitner, defensive back,
Cleveland Glenville — As a junior,
Whitner (5-11, 185, 4.3) had 87 tackles and
three interceptions on defense and 692
yards rushing and
14 TDa on offense.
As a senior, he had
60 tackles, 10 tack-
les for loss, three
interceptions and
four fumbles
forced on defense
and nine TD catch-
o8 on offense for an
B-2 team. Whitner
tallied 13 intercep-
tions in his career,

He earned first-
team All-Northeast Lakes District and
spocial mention All-Ohio by the AP in
Division I The Detroit Free Press ranks
him the seventh-best player in the
Midwest.

Whitner is ranked Ohio's No. 2 overall
prospect by TOFRN and the nation's third-
best cornerback and 27th-best prospect
overall by Rivals100.com. SuperPrep rates
him the No. 1 overall prospect in the
Midwest, the nation's third-best defonsive
back (All-American) and the nation's sev-
enth-best prospect overall. Whitner is
ranked the sixth-best prospect in the
Midwest and an All-American by
Lemming.

He picked OSU over USC, Michigan,
Notre Dame and Miami (Fla.) in
December then played in the US, Army
All-American Bowl before enrolling at
OSU in January. He graduated with a 3.7
GPA and scored a 17 on the ACT.

* Ashton Youboty, defensive back,
Houston Klein — As a senior, Youboty (6+
1, 180, 4.45) had 60 tackles and three
interceptions. He
was named to the
Texas Football All-
Texas second team
(all divisions). He
worked mostly at
safoty but projects
as a cornerback at
0su,

Youbaty was
born in Liberia in
West Africa. He
moved with his
family to the
United States and the Philadelphia area
ns a youngster before the family settled in
Texas,

Rivals100.com tabs Youboty as the
28th-best prospect in Texas and the 14th-
best safety prospect nationally. He is
ranked the 40th-best prospect in the
Southwest by Tom Lemming’s Prep
Football Report.

As a junior, Youboty jumped 22 feet in
the long jump. He finished second in the
100- and 200-meter runs at the district
track meet. He picked OSU over Penn
State in December before enrolling in
January, He graduated with n 3,67 GPA
and scored an 870 on the SAT.

Donte Whitner

Ashton Youboty

Boeckman, C. Scott Will

Come In As ‘Grayshirts’

Ohio State plans to bring in at least two 2003 high school graduates as scholarship

players beginning in January 2004,

As it stands, St. Henry, Ohilo, quarterback Todd Boeckman plans to enroll part-time this
fall then go on scholarship In January. That will allow him to conserve a year of eligibility.

January,

e
Todd Boeckman

tions in limited action,

He is ranked Ohla's 13th-best prospect by The Ohlo Football
Recruiting News and the nation's 19thbest quarterback by
Rivals100.com. He is rated the 33rdbest prospect in the
Midwest by SuperPrep and the S51istbest prospect In the
Midwest by Tom Lemming's Prep Football Report,

Boeckman, who holds a 3.0 GPA and scored a 19 on the
ACT, picked OSU over Pittsburgh and Maryland.

+ Cedric Scott, fullback,/ , Charleston (W.Va.)
Capital — Scott (6-1, 230, 4.6) had a team-high B0 tackles as
a senior, But he could be ticketed as a fullback at OSU.

and 15 TDs against seven intercep-

He had an offer from in-state West Virginia but chose to walk Cedric Scott

on at OSU with the idea of going on scholarship later,

Likewise, Charleston (W.Va.) Capital fullback/linebacker
Cedric Scott, the younger brother of OSU defensive end Darrion
Scott, plans to walk on this fall before going on scholarship in

Here are bios on OSU's two “grayshirt™ players.
+ Todd Boeckman, quarterback, St. Henry, Ohlo —
Bo-onhman (65, 215, 4.77) was o fouryear starting quarter-

Hs led St. Henry to the Division V state title game as a fresh-
man. He threw for 7,021 yards and 64 touchdowns In his high
school career, That included 2,520 yards and 23 TDs a8 a fresh-
man. He suffered a sprained medial collateral ligament as a
senlor, when he completed 95 of 177 passes for 1,415 yards

He holds a 2.7 GPA but must ralse his ACT score from 15 to 17 before he enrolls to

ba certified as a qualifier.

— Steve Helwagen
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Tucker Helps Deliver

Cleveland

By ERIC LOUGHRY
Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Staff Writer

Mel Tucker made a name for himsell as
a prep standout at Cleveland Heights High
Schoal in the late 1980s, The name of the
Ohio State defensive backs coach still car-
ries a lot of weight in high school circles of
the Cleveland area as he recruits
Cuyahoga County for top prospects.

Of the Buckeyes' 14 signees to the 2003
recruiting class, six hail from the
Cleveland area

Tucker will directly oversee the progres-
sion of three of the players he helped land
— defensive back/wide receiver Tony
Gonzalez of Cleveland St Ignatiua and
defensive backs Dareus Hiley and Donte
Whitner, who were tenmmates at
Cleveland Glenville.

Other signees from the Cleveland area
include David Pattersan, a defensive line-
man from Warrensville Heights High
Schicol; Reggie Smith, a linebacker from
East Cleveland Shaw; and Marcel Frost, a
defensive end/outside linebacker/tight end
from Lyndhurst Brush who originally com-
mitted to lowa.

0SU coach Jim Tressel lauded Tucker
for his efforts in the talent-rich area of
northeast Ohio, where it is vital to have
success, he said.

“Look at the history of Ohio State with
guys from northeast Ohio,” Tressel said.
“Look at the history of some schools that
aren't Ohio State that have done protty
good with some northeast Ohio guys.

*So we were fortunate that we did a
good job there and we're fortunate to have
a guy like Mel Tucker and a guy like {offen-
aive coordinator/offensive line coach) Jim
Bollman recruit up in those areas that
have good familiarity."

That Treasal is a native of Berea, a sub-
urb of Cleveland, also is a major plus when
recruiting in that area.

“With Coach Tressel here, he's from
Cleveland, west side,” Tucker said. “I'm
from the east side, He's got a good name
behind him. He's done a great job,

“It kind of helps a little bit when you
have all those things working for you and
you're able to identify the players early.
That gives you a chance to get the guys.
Conch Tressel knows every person, pretty
much, up there. If [ don't know somebody,
he makes sure that he introduces me to
those people that he knows and tries to
expand my base a little bit.”

Tucker has a pretty broad base of his
own, though. He still calls on relationships
he forged as a high school athlets and dur-
ing o brief stint as a high school coach.

"l grew up there,” he said. "My dad
played football there, and I've been there
all my life. Some of those coaches up
there I've coached with. | coached one
year of high school ball. Seme of the
coaches that, when I played there, they
were coaching, that type of thing. I
played against them.”

Tucker, who played defensive back at
Wisconsin, is actually in his third tour of
duty recruiting the Cleveland area. Prior to
taking a job at OSU shortly after Tressel
toole over the program, he was a defensive
backs coach first at Miami (Ohio) and then
at LSU, At both stops, Tucker went home
when he hit the recruiting trail

His time at Miami, in particular, helped

him expand his ties just because of the |

For OSU

sheer volume of recruits he looked at,

“When I was at Miami, [ recruited that
area heavily and when you recruit at
Miami you can't afford to just recruit the
best guys like we can do,” Tucker said. “You
have to recruit everybody — some guys
that maybe they could play but maybe you
weren't sure.

“Some guys that Ohio State was recruit’
ing you might wait until they slip through
the cracks down to you, Then the guys you
kmow could play for you. So you had to
recruil everybody.

“That period of time, [ was able to stll
get around, meet those coaches, sit in with
them, talk football with them, go to the
clinics, spend time with them and recruit
their players.”

Tucker is not solely responsible for the
players in the Cleveland area. He did a lot
of the legwork there, but there is some
cross-recruiting by position.

He had the best of both worlds, though,
in recruiting Whitner, Hiley and Gonzalez,
players he would potentially coach who
were from the area he was responsible for.

As is the case with most in-state top
prospects as they head into their senior
seasons, all three attended OSU's camp,
where Tucker had a chanece to instruet
them. The few days of camp helped the
players and coach get u closer look at each
other,

“I think it makes it a little easier in the
recruiting process when you feel like you
know them a little bit," Tucker said.
“They're not strangers, You know the par-
enta. You know the coaches. You know their
brothers and sisters and all that and it
becomes fun.

“Obviously, I can kill two birds with one
stone. I'm recruiting a guy in my area who
actually plays defensive back. So that kind
of takes care of itself”

Frost was the last of the six to commit.

He had originally stated he would attend | oAl

lowa, but just six days before signing day
he opted for OSU.

A longstanding relationship with
Tucker might have been a factor in that
decision.

Tucker has been trackiog Frost since
recruiting his former Brush teammate
Roy Hall, who signed with OSU in 2002.

“We recruited Roy Hall from that
school a year ago, so we've actually been
evaluating Frost for a year and a half”
Tucker said. "I saw him play basketball
three times as a junior. He was probably
at half a dozen football games last season,
#0 we knew about him and he knew about
us.”

Tucker was pleased but not surprised
by Frost's late change of plans,

“Recruiting is a thing that is liquid and
it changes hourly,” Tucker said. “We only
have 85 scholarships available. We try to .
fill a need and it became apparent that we
needed & guy in the big speed position.
And he was a guy that we felt could be
that guy, that could fill that need for us.”
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Expect A Much Bigger Buckeye Class In "04

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Huckeye Sports Bullstin Editor

One positive effect of OSU's signing
only 14 high school players in 2003 is
the fact the school will likely be gple to
sign a full 26-man class next year.

Of course, at least two 2003 high
school graduates have already staked a
claim to scholarships in the 2004 class,
St. Henry, Ohio, quarterback Todd
Boeckman and Charleston (W.Va.)
Capital fullback/linebacker Cedric Seott
each figure to go on scholarship in
January 2004.

But even with those two “grayshirts®
factored in, BSB's unofficial count
shows that OSU should have at least 21
additional spots to fill in next year's
class. More holes figure to open due to

the usual attrition factors.

“Next year, woe should have a larger
class,” said OSU head coach Jim
Tressel. “We will have 20 or 21 seniors
we will need to replace. But no matter
what the size of the class, we have to
make sure wo get the right guys.”

Tressel said the groundwork has
already been laid for next year's class,

“As our conches have been stopping
to see people now, they have been talk-
ing to high school coaches about juniors
and sophomores,” Tressel said.

“As | nlways say, recruiting is like
shaving — if you miss a day, you look
like a bum. We recruit constantly.”

0SU is e:pucl.ud to stage a junior
recruiting day in the next several
weeks, Plus prep underclassmen will be
welcomed for spring practice and invit-
ed to participate in the school's summer
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football camps.

Just a glance at OSU's projected ros-
ter shows that the Buckeyes will have
several needs to fill, After going heavily
on defense with the 2003 class, OSU
will be looking to fill several areas on
offense, most notably the running back,
wide receiver and line positions,

Defensively, OSU will always look for
impact players on the defensive line
Linebacker also is a key area of need.

For the sixth year, Ohio's Future
Stars will take a look at the top under-
classmen in the state of Ohio. OFS edi-
tor Duane Long has already identified
many of the state's top prospects.

“A lot of juniors in the state have
stepped up and shown some talent,”
Long said. “I think this will end up
being a pretty good class.”

Long has named Cleveland Glenville
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defensive back Ted Ginn Jr. as the num-
ber one player in the junior class. Toledo
Rogers wide receiver Fred Davis and
Warren Harding running back Delbert
Fergusan, who just transferred from
Youngstown Ursuline, also are in the
top three,

“Ted Ginn Jr. is the number one play-
er in the state, no question about that,”
Long said. “The choiee at number two is
between Davis and Ferguson. Davis has
had a heck of an off-season.”

Ginn and Davis have reportedly
already been offered by OSU.

Another key area with the class of
2004+is the offensive line crop.

“This is a great offensive line class,”
Long said. *This is the one Ohio State
fans have been waiting on, There are a
bunch of great athletes, There is no
(Michael) Munoz or (Antonio) Hall or
(Orlando) Pace.”

Anumber of key prospects, including
Ginn, participated in the U.S. Army All-
American Bowl underclassman combine
in San Antonio Jan. 4-5.

The following is a list of players
being considered for the publication’s
early Ohio top 15.

That list is followed by a position-by-
position’ look at prospects in Ohio and
around the Midwest as well as top
sophomores and freshmen to watch.

Top 15 Contenders

Listed alphabetically, here are 15
players being considered among the
state’s top juniors (40-yard dash times
are included as available).

* Michael Bell, wide recciver,
Shaker Heights — Bell (6-1, 180)
already lists OSU, Michigan, Notre
Dame and Penn State as his top college
choices. He had 31 catches for 413 yards
as a junior,

“He's smooth, fluid, highly athletic
and a great character kid,” Long said,

* Brandon Braxton, offensive
lineman, Youngstown Ursuline —
Braxton (6-8, 300)
could be a proto-
type left tackle
prospect. He was a
first-toam All-Ohio
pick in Division IV
as a junior,

“Brandon  is
just a gigantie
kid," Long said.
“With his frame,
he probably could-
n't weigh under
290 if he tried.
Plus he runs well.”

. Chase
Clowsar, offen-
sive line-
man, LaGrange
Keystone —_
Clowser (6-8, 320)
was a fixture at
0SU games last
year,

“We are real
high on him,” Long
said, “He's a huge
kid that carries his
weight well.”

* Fred Davis, wide receiver,
Toledo Rogers — Davis (6-4, 205) has
spent a good portion of his prep career
at running back, but he projects as a
receiver.

He had over 1,000 yards rushing, 500

Brandon
Braxton

Chm Clowler
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yards recelving and 25 touchdowns as a
junior. He was a special mention All-
Qhio pick in Division [J

“Receiver is going to be his spot,”
Long said. “(Rogers coach Ric) Rios
found they weren't throwing the ball
well enough. They werent getting the
ball into his hands enough. They put
him at running back and he averaged 8
or 9 yards a carry.

“At the combine in Texas, he was the
MVP among the receivers. He ran a 4.6
40. Last year at Ohio State, he ran a
4.52."°

* Delbert Ferguson, running
back, Warren Harding — Ferguson
(6-3, 215) burst on the scene as a fresh-
man when he rushed for 280 yards and
scored five touch-

downs in
Ursuline’s 2000
state title game
win.

As a junior,
Ferguson had
1,717 yards as
Ursuline advanced
to the state semifi-
nals. He was a
teammate of OSU
signec Louis Delbert
Inzarry at Fcrg‘uson

Ursuline and has
moved to Harding to follow in the foot-
steps of current Buckeye Maurice
Clarett.

“He has a great combination of size
and speed,” Long said. “He is running
with the kind of power we thought he
would. He resembles (NFL Seattle
Seahawk) Chris Warren with the kind
of look he has now. He has speed and is
running with authority.

“But he has got to work on his hands.
He doesn't catch the ball well and he
has fumbled it a bit."

OSU was the only school Ferguson
listed in a recent survey.

* Marcus Freeman, linebacker,
Huber Heights Wayne — Freeman (6-
2, 225, 4.66) tallied 152 tackles and
eight sacks while
earning second-
team All-Ohio hon-
ors in Division [ as
a junior.

“Marcus malkes
a lot of plays, but
he is not an explo-
sive kind of guy,”

Long said. “He

won't make the

crowd go ‘cooh,’

but he makes h:larcua
plays. Freeman

“He would be
an outside linebacker at the college
level. He hag great speed along with
great strength. He can find the football.
He would be an ideal weakside line-
backer, although he could also maybe
play in the middle.”

Freeman did 28 reps of the 185-
pound bench press at the Texas combine
— more than any other linebacker. His
early favorites include OSU, Michigan

and Michigan
State

* Ted Ginn
Jr., defensive
back, Cleveland
Glenville — Ginn
(6-1, 175, 44)
starred alongside
osu signecs

Dareus Hiley and
Donte Whitner at
Glenville. He
joined  those two

Ted Ginn Jr,

on an unofficial visit when they visited
Miami (Fla.) in December.

“He has the complete package,” Long
said. “He has good size and great feet.
He has great athleticism. He has what
you want in a cornerback prospect.

“The Miami people told (Glenville
coach) Ted Ginn Sr. that he may be a
better prospect than Donte Whitner. He
has a great attitude and works hard.”

Ginn reportedly has offers from
Miami (Fla.), OSU and Jowa. He will
play strictly quarterback as a senior.

He finished second in the 110-moter
high hurdles (14,13 seconds) and second
in the 300 hurdles (37.1) at the Division
1 state track meet. He also joined
Whitner as a member of the state cham-
pion 4x100 meter relay team.

* Chad Hoobler, tight end/line-
backer, Carrollton — Hoobler (64,
220) could be a standout on either side
of the ball. As a sophomore, he had 115
tackles on defense and 11 catches on
offense. This past year, he had 81 tack-
les, five pass breakups and seven sacks,
He was a first-team All-Ohio player on
defense in Division II

“Hoobler is real explosive,” Long
said. “He is just a nasty kid on the field.
He really gets after it. He plays line-
backer, but he projects as either a defen-
sive end or a tight end.

“He is a big hitter. He reads well and
attacks the hole.”

* Brian Hoyer, gquarterback,
Cleveland St. Ignatius — Hoyer (6-4,
195, 4.7) threw for 2,100 yards and 18
touchdowns in his first season as a
starter at St, Ignatius.

“Brian has bet-
ter physical skills,
some believe, than
Justin Zwick,”
Long said. “He just
has a huge arm.
The problem was
he was under pres-
sure most of the
year., He was
sacked 27 times in
one three-game
stretch,

“He is one of
the few juniors to start at quarterback
at St. Ignatius.”

Hoyer lista OSU and Michigan
among his early favorites.

« Mike Massey, defensive end,
Cleveland St. Ignatius — Massey (6-
5, 235) tallied 81 tackles and nine sacks
as a junior,

“He did not have the kind of junior
year he was expected to have, but I
would still put him up there," Long said,

Masgey is the younger brother of for-
mer OSU offensive lineman Jim Massey
and current Michigan defensive line-
man Pat Massey.

#* Ben Person, offensive lineman,
Xenia — Person (6-4, 2056, 5.4) joina
Braxton as one of the top two line
prospects in the state.

“Ben may be a guard even though he
has played tackle in high achool,” Long
said.

Ilinois, Michigan State, OSU and
Michigan are among his early favorites.

* Gary Russell, running back,
Columbus Walnut Ridge — Russell
(5-11, 200) rushed for 1,800 yards for
Walnut Ridge's playoff squad in 2002.

“I like him,"” Long said. “He has great
balance and quick feet.”

* Anthony Turner, quarterbacl,
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne —
Turner (6-3, 190) is a fine run-pass
quarterback prospect. He threw for
1,405 yards and 16 touchdowns against

" Brian Hoyer

six interceptions during the regular sea-
son, ;

“He has a good arm and is a great
athlete,” Long said, “I like his command
of the offense. He doesn't need a lot of
help. He is well on his way toward being
a pretty good quarterback.”

Michigan State has already offered,
He also is intereated in OSU.

* Brandon Underwood, defen-
sive back, Hamilton — Underwood
(8-0, 160) is the younger brother of OSU
cornerback E.J. Underwood. He has
reportedly already been offered by
Arizona State. Penn State and Virginia
also have shown some interest.

“He is that big corner everybody is
looking for,” Long said. “He may fill out
into a safety, actually.”

*« Ray Williams, running back,
Cleveland Benedictine — Williams
(6-0, 180) became just the sixth player
in Ohio prep history -to eclipse the
3,000-yard mark in a season when he
went for 3,250 yards in 2002, He was
the state offensive player of the year in
Division III

“Ray has great quickness,” Long
said. “He has a whole other level of
quickness, He is a slasher. He cuts on a
dime. He is beautiful to watch. [ think
he will fill out into n pretty good run-
ning back."

Senlors: Position-By-Position

Here is a position-by-position run-
down of the other top prospects in Ohio
and the region (all players from Ohio
unless noted).

Quarterbacks

* Darryl Clark, Youngstown
Ursuline — Clark (6-1, 195) is another
run-pass specialist,

* Brian Brohm, Louisville (Ky.)
Trinity — Brohm (6-4, 195) led Trinity
to the state title and a win over
Louisville Male (and quarterback
Michael Bush) in the Class 4-A finals.
In that victory, Brohm completed 19 of
25 passes for an nstounding 562 yards
and seven touchdowns, He also ran for
52 yards and a score.

As a junior, he completed 226 of 3356
passes for 3,777 yards and 47 touch-
downs with just one interception. As a

"progress as a

sophomore, he threw for 3,082 yards
and 39 TDs against five interceptions
in 273 attempts

His early favorites include
Kentucky, Notre Dame and Louisville,
where his father (Oscar) and brother
(Jefl) played quarterback.

* Alex Engram, Warren Harding
— Engram (6-2, 190) transferred to
Harding from Port Arthur, Texas. He
reportedly has offers from USC and two
Big 12 schools already.

“His mother is originally from
Warren, s0 [ think that's why they
moved back there,” Long said. "He
seems to be a special athlete.”

* Michael Flowers, Madison
(Wis.) La Follette — Flowers (6-2,
170) already has committed to
Wisconsin in basketball, where he
plays guard.

* Mike Maciejowski,
Arlington _
Maciejowski (6-3,
190) continued to

Upper

junior at UA. He
threw for 1,592
yards as a junior.

“He needs to be
on the field more,”
Long said. “For
now, his rating is
incomplete,”

He is the son of
former OSU quar-
terback Ron
Muaciejowaki.

Mike
Maciejowski

Running Backs

* Jamell Benjamin, Cleveland
Glenville — Benjamin (6-2, 210) is a
two-way star for Glenville,

“Jamell is a good linebacker,” Long
said. “But [ think he will make a good
fullback at the college level.”

* Brock Bolen, Germantown
Valley View — Bolen (6-0, 230) is a
fine fullback prospect who also can
carry the ball. He had 34 touchdowns
during the regular season as a junior.

* Mark Bonds, Indianapolis
Warren Central — Bonds (6-0, 208,

Continued On Page 30
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Another Strong Crop
Of RBs Is Out There

Continued From Page 27

4.4) is the top junior prospect in
Indiana this year. He had 1,606 yards
as & sophomore then had 1,300 yards
and 17 touchdowns as a junior.

His early list includes Miami (Fla.),
Michigan, Nebraska, OSU, Penn State
and Tennessee.

¢ Jimmy Calhoun, Middletown
— Calhoun (6-0, 190, 4.48) has played a
number of positions for the Middies but
returned to tailback late last year.

His early list includes OSU, Penn
State, Northwestern and Stanford.

+ Kyle Clark, Sullivan Black
River — Clark (6-3, 220) is a two-way
standout at fullback and linebacker.

“Fullback is probably where Kyle
will end up,” Long said.

* Greg Coleman, ITowa City
(lowa) West Senior — Coleman (6-0,
205, 4.5) will be a four-year starter in
2003, As a junior, he had 2,105 yards
and 25 touchdowns on offense and 92
tackles and 16 sacks on defense.

His early list includes OSU, lowa,
Kansas State, Oklahoma and
Michigan.

* Ray Jones, Columbus Academy
— Jones (6-0, 190) has had success at
tailback. He could project as a tailback

or safety at the college level.

*  Antonio Pittman, Akron
Buchtel — Pittman (5-11, 195) had
2,316 yards and 25 touchdowns in 13
games for playofl contender Buchtel.
Pittsburgh has already offered.

* Pernell Williams, Dayton
Jefferson — Williams (5-11, 185)
transferred from Dayton Chaminade-
Julienne. As a sophomore at C-J, he
had 1,047 yards and scored 13 TDs on
134 carries. As a junior, he had 837
yards rushing and nine TDs.

Michigan State has offered. He also
lists Michigan, OSU and Penn State.

Wide Receivers

* Steph'von Haynes, West
Chester Lakota West — Haynoes (6-4,
180, 4.6) caught 26 passes for 293 yards
and five TDs as a junior.

* Trumaine Smith, Warrensville
Heights — Smith (6-4, 200, 4.42) was o
regular at OSU games alongside team-
mate and eventual signee David
Patterson this past year.

“Trumaine is an impressive athlete,”
Long said. “They did not throw the ball
well there this past year. But Trumaine
has been timed at 4.42 in the 40. He is
a great-looking athlete, He has a lot of
raw potential.”

Another good thing about karaoke,

no one's going to force you to sing if you don't want to.
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday night.

Enjoy a late night bite from our
menu or sushi bar open until 1:30 a.m.
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* Miles Willinms, Austintown
Fitch — Williams (6-3, 205, 4.47) could
be a player to watch in 2003,

“Miles reminds me a lot of an Isaac
Curtis-type receiver,” Long said. "He is
a smooth kid."

He lists Louisville, Maryland,
Michigan, Penn State and Pittsburgh.

Tight End

# David DiFrance, Grafton
Midview — DiFranco (6-5, 265) is a
strong blocking tight end in a wing-T
offense.

Offensive Linemen

* Brandon Armstrong, offensive
lineman, Clayton Northmont —
Armstrong (6-7, 255) is a strong pass
blocker.

“Brandon has a great frame with
long arms and great feet,” Long said.

* Steve Rehring, West Chester
(Ohio) Lakota West — Rehring (6-8,
320, 5.4) comes from the same school
that sent Brandon Maupin to OSU.

“Steve had a real good showing at the
combine in Texas,” Long said. "He didn't
put up a great 40 time, but he handled
a lot of the drills well.”

He lists OSU, Michigan, Pittsburgh,
Penn State, lowa, Boston College,
Colorado, Oklahoma and Nebraska.

* Ryan Stanchek, Cincinnati
LaSalle — Stanchek (6-5, 250) could
play offensive guard or defensive tackle
at the college level.

“He is a good-looking kid,” Long said.
“l think he would be a good guard
prospect. He runs well.”

LONE SEF
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Defensive Linemen

* Rhyan Anderson, Oak Creck,
Wis. — Anderson (6.6, 265) is one of the
top three prospects in Wisconsin,

* Ted Bentler, Davenport (Iowa)
Assumption — Bentler (6-4, 240, 4.65)
already has committed to lowa,

* Nick Hayden, Hartland (Wis.)
Arrowhead — Hayden (6-5, 256) also
is among Wisconsin's top prospacts.

* A.Q. Shipley, Coraopolis (Pa.)
Moon — Shipley (6-2, 272, 5.1) has a
long list of schools already, including
085U, Michigan, Penn State, Pittsburgh
and Notre Dame.

+ Pat Sims, Fort Lauderdale
(Fla.) Dillard — Sims (G-4, 280, 5.0) is
not in the Midwest by any means. But
0SU has made Dillard a regular stop,
and the Buckeyes figure to be in the
running for Sims, who already lists
08U, Auburn, Florida and Florida
State.

¢ Nick Smith, Canton GlenOak
— Smith (6-6, 285) was a regular at
0SU games this past fall,

“He looks like he should be a great
player,” Long said. “But he hasn't got-
ten it done yet. He is a diamond in the
rough.”

Linebackers

* Kevin Looman, Canton
GlenOak — Looman (6-3, 225) jeined
his teammate Smith at several OSU
games this past year,

* Bob Miller, Willoughby South
— Miller (6-2, 240) enjoyed o fine junior
campaign.
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Defensive Backs

* Shaun Lane, Hubbard — Lane
(5-10, 170) is a two-way standout at
Hubbard. Lane, who rushed for 2,200
yards as a junior, is the son of former
08U defensive back Garcin Lane,

¢ Zach Lognn, Trotwood (Ohio)
Trotwood-Madison — Logan (6-0, 173,
4.4) is a standout safety prospect. He

nlready lists OSU, Tennessee and
Michigan,
. Nick Sehubert, Dayton

Oakwood — Schubert (5-11, 196, 4.6)
plays linebacker but projects as a strong
safety. Notre Dame, OSU and Penn
State are among his early favorites.

* Steve Walker, Akron Buchtel —
Walker (5-8, 175) earned an early offer
from Pittsburgh, which has taken n
number of Buchtel players in recent
years,

* Brandon Wamsley, Cineinnati
Anderson — Wamsley (6-3, 196, 4.49)
is one of the state's fastest rising
prospects, He had four interceptions
during the regular season as a junior.

“Brandon may be the best safety
prospect I've seen in Ohio since Dustin
Fox,” Long said. “He hits and he tackles
He has tremendous ball skills.”

Sophomores To Consider

Here are soveral Ohio sophomores to
remember.

* Ryan Brinson, running back,
Canton McKinley — Brinson (5.9,
175) eould get a look at tailback or at
corner. He was a first-team All-
Northeast Inland District pick as a
sophomore.

* Troy Denlinger, defensive line-
man, Troy — Denlinger (6-3, 265) “is a
disruptive, aggressive force,” Long said.

* A.J. Haas, offensive lineman,
Copley — Hans (6-5, 250) may be the
top line prospect in the sophomore class.

* Froeddie Lennix, defensive
back, Cleveland Glenville — Lennix
(5-11, 190, 4.47) was one of the top five
overall athletes at the Texas combine,
Ho hns experience at linebncker but
seems to be a safety prospect

* Mario Manningham, wide
receiver, Warren Harding —
Manningham (5-11, 160) emerged as a
game breaker as a sophomore, He had a
73-yard TD grab in Harding's Divigion 1
state title game loss

“Mario just blows you away on tape,”
Long said. “He's got the kind of speed
that graba your attention,”

¢+ Adam Myers, defensive back,
Hamilton — Myers (6-3, 185) is a
standout safety prospect. He attended at
least one OSU game last season.

¢ Jamario O'Neal, defensive
back, Mansfield Senior — O'Neal (6-
0, 170) is considered the state’s top
sophomore prospect. He earned second.
team All-Ohio honors in Division I this
past year

Reportedly, OSU, Oklahoma and
Florida State have offered already.

*Ohio State has been in and hit him
up early,” Long said. “They had him at
cornerback but nobody was throwing at
him. They moved him to safety so he
could make some plays. But as a corner,
heds a unique athlete,”

* Craig Orton, wide receiver,
Huber Heights Wayne — Orton (6-4,
176) has already shown great athletic
ability.

¢ Javon Ringer, running back,
Dayton Chaminade-Julienne —
Ringer (6-9, 180) rushed for 2,028 yards
and scored 30 touchdowns in 2002,

* Dane Romero, defensive back,
Wast Chester Lakota West — Romero

Originally Published: Feb. 15, 2003
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(6-2, 180) had 1,100 yards rushing and
14 TDs as a sophomore but safety could
be his ultimate position. He also is a 3.7
GPA student.

# Cadrie Tolbert, running baclk,
Xenin — Tolbert (6-0, 185) had over
1,700 yards and 19 TDa as a sophomore,

Freshmen To Watch

Here is an early look at several Ohio
freshmen to keep an eye on.

. David Lighty, wide
receiver/defensive back, Cleveland
Villa Angela-St, Joseph — Lighty (6-
3, 170) is OFS' early choice as the top
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# Josh Chichester, wide receiv-
er/defensive back, West Chester
Lakota West — Chichester (6-6, 190)
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Lakota Weat.

¢« Miles Schlichter, quarterbaclk,
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nophew of former OSU quarterback Art
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freshman.
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By JOHN REDD
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stalf Writer

Ohio State has succeasfully recruited
one of the top running backs in central
Ohio, but it is likely that he will not see
much action in the Buckeye backfield.

Dimitrious Stanley, an all-state run.
ning back from Worthington, Ohio, has
decided he will attend college close to
home at Ohio State, choosing the Buck-
eyes over Purdue and Kansas,

Despite rushing for over 2,600 yards
as a junior and senior, Stanley plans to
move out of the backfield and into the
flat as he accepted an invitation to join
the Buckeyes as a wide receiver

One has to wonder why a strong prep
tailback would opt for wide receiver in
college, especially at a school more
known for churning out outstanding
running backs. But Stanley believes it
is a good opportunity for him.

“Wide receiver is my best position,”
he sald. 1 have good hands and speed.
Plus, it's the position T want to play.”

Stanley, whose father, Wayne, was
an assistant under former Buckeye
head coach Earle Bruece from 1979-83,
ultimately chose Ohio State because he

(Next to the

286
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Top Prep Running Back Agrees To
Take Shot In Bucks’ Receiving Corps

felt most comfortable with the Buck-
oyes, adding that his father's former
connections had little bearing on his de-
cision to come to OSU

“We've had ties to Ohio State for ns
long as I ean remember,” said Stanley.
“But I didn't Tet that affect my decision.
When 1 visited all of the players, it
seemed like that they've known me a
long time. I felt like they really liked me
and it wasn't an act.

“I also got to know the coaches bet-
ter, although I've known some of them
for n while. Conch (Mike) Stock seems
like a really honest guy. He kept in
touch and made me feel comfortable at
Ohio State.”

Stock not only recruits central Ohio
for the Buckeyes, but he will also be
Stanley’s position coach at OSU. It was
Stock that convinced him he could play
wide receiver at the college level.

It is a position not completely un-
familinr to Stanley, who played wide
receiver as a freshman for the Car-
dinals. But over the past two seasons,
he has not seen the ball come his way
through the air too many times.

*l was umm”y a decoy for the pasa
this season,” said Stanley. “I can catch
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them, though, when I get the chance. |
expect Il Emvo a lot more chances at
Ohio State.”

Terry Lichtenberg, head coach at
Thomas Worthington High School,
thinks Stanley will be able to adjust to
the position well despite a lack of expe-
rience.

“He has great hands and if he gets
the ball in the open field, he'll do very
well," said Lichtenberg. “You only have
to look at how he did as a defensive
back to know that.”

Stanley had nine interceptions as the
Cardinals’ free safety and said he feels
he can use some of the tricks he learned
as a defensive back to his advantage as
a wide recaiver.

An all-around athlete, Stanley is a
starting guard on the Worthington bas-
kotball team, and he also runs several
events on the track team.

According to Lichtenberg, Stanley is
ane of those very fow gifted athletes.

“He's a very specinl athlete with a
good combination of strength, speed and
agility,” the Worthington head coach
said. "Ohio State recruited him as a
wide receiver, and he will have to learn
to run precision routes and learn com-
plex college coverages.

“But the athletic ability is going to be
there, He's a good kid and I'm sure he
can do the job. He's very bright. It's a
matter of how quickly he picks up Ohio
State's offense. He could contribute
right away, but a lot will depend on his
confidence. If he maintains it, he will be
really good.”

Stanley has no
fidence.

“I think I can play as a freshman and
I think Il be able to help the team next
senson,” said Stanley. *I don't think
they want me to redshirt next year. So |
want to be ready when I report in the
fall.

“But I'm not going there just to play
football, 1 have some academic goals,
and one of them is to graduate with a
GPA of at least 3.20. Then, as an

shortage of con-

Pl
Dimitrious Stanley
athlete,
Trophy and then go on to play profes.
sional football.”
Stanley said he knows that his goals
sound cocky to some, but he added that

I'd like to win the Heisman

he is confident about his

abilities.

*I don'"t want to sound conceited,” he
said, *but I do think I'm a pretty good
talent.”

simply

There is a possibility the Buckeyes
could ultimately switch Stanley to
defensive back, but he is certain he will
have ample opportunity to prove him-
self as n pass catcher first

“The coaches told me to come and
play where I want to,” said Stanley.
“Right now, that's as a wide receiver,
Maybe down the line it would be some-
where else. But I think there's a chance
for me at wide receiver and I plan on
making the most of that chance.”

About the only hurdle left in his path
is the one involving Proposition 48,
Despite carrying a 2.60 grade-paint
average, Stanley has yet to achieve the
minimum score of 17 on the ACT.

After narrowly missing the passing
score by a single point, Stanley is posi.
tive the second time will be the charm
when he takes the test again in early
Fabruary.

THE STANLEY FILE

NAME — Dimitrious Stanley
POSITION — Wide receiver
BENCH PRESS — 250 pounds

Bruce's staff from 1979.83.
COACH'S COMMENT —

HIGH SCHOOL — Worthington (Ohio) Thomas Worthington
HEIGHT, WEIGHT — 5-11, 195 pounds

40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.5 seconds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 2.60

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS — Scheduled to retake ACT Feb, 2

VITAL STATISTICS — Earned first-team All-Ohio honors in Division
I as a running back in 1992 from The Associated Press. Rushed for 1,634
yards and 16 TDs, avernging 6.2 yards per carry. Also totaled 46 tackles
and eight interceptions as a cornerback. Caught only a handful of passes
as a senior, but will play wide receiver at Ohio State. Son of former O8U
assistant coach Wayne Stanley, who was on former head coach Earle

“Dimitrious is an extremely gifted athlete
who is strong and can run, two things that every major college receiver
must have. He also has a lot of confidence. He didn't play much receiver in
high school, but he has the confidence that he ean go to Ohio State, work
hard, and become an outstanding receiver. If he does the things he did
here, I have no doubt he will succeed on the next level.” -
thington High School head coach Terry Lichtenberg.
HOBBIES — Listening to music, spending time with frienda
SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Verbally committed to Ohio State,
choosing the Buckeyes over Kansas, Wisconsin and Purdue

Thomas Wor-




NOTRE DAME MEMORIES -

Originally Published: Sept. 28, 1996

DIMITRIOUS STANLEY

Stanley’s Twisting TD Catch Turned The Tide

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Dimitrious Stanley would love to tell
you he can still hear the roar of the
crowd when he made the most impor-
tant play of his Ohio State football
career — a momentous touchdown
catch against Notre Dame last season.

But, truth be told, Stanley still has-
n't heard it

“I blanked out,” he recalled. “When [
realized I caught it, 1 just looked at my
teammates and started celebrating with
them.

“The whole play seemed like it was in
slow motion. | turned, saw the ball com-
ing behind, so 1 turned again, and it
seemed like it took forever to got there.”

While life was passing with a sundi-
al for Stanley, Notre Dame was left
wondering what the name of the freight
train was. An unknown player like
Stanley isn't supposed to turn a game
with this kind of importance, But when
he hauled in the Bobby Hoying lob near
the end of the first hall, that's exactly
what he did

With less than a minute to play in
the half and OSU trailing 17-7, Hoying
called play ‘2:47" in the huddle. Stanley,
a 510, 181-pound flanker, ran a flag
route and made his twisting catch
agninst single coverage. While Ohio
Stadium rocked, Stanley jumped into
the arms of tight end Rickey Dudley,
still not realizing all that he had done.

“1 was just trying to execute the play
and when [ did, I really couldn't think
about anything except that I just caught
a touchdown against Notre Dame,” said
the Worthington, Ohio, native,

“(Hoying) usually reads strong side
first on that play and | was on the
strong side. Bob told me aflter on the
sideline that he didn't even see me. He
was hoping | tould make a play. He
came up to me and said, “Thanks for
saving my butt.' 1 was just glad to have
the opportunity to make the catch.”

The fact that
Stanley not only made
the play but made it
look easy cannot be
overlooked when
reviewing the impor-
tance — and history
behind — OSU's 45-26
win over the Irish,
The contest was built
as yet another Game
of the Century, mostly
because the last meet-
ing between the two
powerhouses in Ohio
Stadium, in 1935, is
still considered by
many as one of the
greatest games in the
annals of college foot-
ball.

Add in the foct that
ND stole the 35 game
with a great comeback
and subsequent refer-
ences to YThe Luck of
the Irish®™ and there
was thought that the
football gods owed ane
to the Scarlet and
Gray.

It was Stanley who
endorsed the check
when he turned, saw a
shadow in the sky, and
grabbed it.

“When [ turned, 1

really couldn't see
anything except the
sun and a black dot in
the middle of the sun.
[ put my hands up and
there it was,” he said,

Adding to Stanley's amazement, the
ball nestled comfortably in his hands
without n bobble.

For Stanley, now a senior hoping to
end his career as an impact player, it is
an eternally vivid momaont
That will stand out in my mind for-
ever,” he said. “] can see it like it just

STANLEY STANDS OUT —
Dimitrious Stanley has bided his time behind
the likes of Joey Galloway, Chris Sanders and
Terry Glenn, Now it's his turn to start.

It's Not Whether You
Win Or Lose,
It's Where You Eat After
The Game.

To paraphrase yet another sports figure, heading to
Dalts after the game isn't everything,
It's the only thing.

140 W. Wilson Bridge Rd. » Worthington, OH 43085
(614) 436-9611

e e e — —— — ——— —

Buy One Entree, Get The w_,
Second At Half Price! ...«

v wom
OSU senior

happened. 1 don't know how it hap-
pened or why it happened. The Lord
was just with me, | guess.”

Stanley should have plenty more
chances to exhibit his blessed big-play
ability in the upcoming Big Ten season,

After catching 13 passes for 177
yards and four touchdowns last year, he
has been one of the hardest-working
members of the team. The one-time tail-
back earned a starting role at flanker
prior to this season, and he'll have the
daunting task of trying to replace record

sotter Terry Glenn while holding off

first-year talents Michael Wiley and
David Boston

Classmate Buster Tillman lines up
at split end, giving OSU an experienced
yet hungry tandem of starters since
Glenn took the spotlight in 95,

“We knew what everybody could do
last year bocause Terry, Buster and I all
came in togoether and you could tell
Terry had something going. 1 knew he

was going to be a standout,” Stanley
said.

Stanley now hopes it's his turn to
lead OSU in receiving. He believes his
experience will keep him ahead of the
newcomors and that he has the best
package of a group of veterans that also
includes Dee Miller and Mike Furrey,

The following are Stanley's nssess-
ments of three basie facets of receiving:

* Open-field moves — “Buster has
that little spin move and Dee's got some
shakes, but | would have to say I'm the
best at running after the catch.”

* Route running — “That’s hard
because Dee has really come on, but 1
would go with me.”

¢ Going up for the ball — “Buster is
still a little banged up, so it's hard to
tell, but I'm going to go with myself on
that, too,”

Stanley may have yet another
advantage — coaching. He has
improved his quickness, route-running
and pass-catehing under former
receivers coach Mike Stock and eurrent
boss «Chuck Stobart. He also learned
much about the college game from his
father, Wayne Stanley, who was an
assistant coach under Earle Bruee at
OSU from 197983 after starring for
Bruce as an lowa State quarterback in
the mid-1970s.

Wayne learned firsthand that foot-
ball can pass like a sports car on the
Autobahn.

“My dad and | were talking about
that the other day,” Stanley said. "He
told me to just go out and do the best |
can — every day. I can't believe I'm a
senior already.”

Stanley actually arrived from
Thomas Worthington High School in
1993 and, like Wiley, played immediate-
ly as a reserve receiver after a stellar
career as o tailback. He shifted back to
his natural position the following year
to provide depth but took just a dozen
handoffs, Last year, Stanley played in
all 13 games and started one in place of
the injured Glenn, but few still know
his value

His biggest on-field contribution —
other than the beauty againat ND, of
eourse — has come in the form of kick
returns

*I love doing punt returns,” said
Stanley, who averaged B.0 yards on his
33 punt returns and added 18.0 per tote
on kickofl returns last year.

Who knows? Moybe Stanley will
steal the show in the Sept. 28 rematch
with Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind

*It's going to be hard to top it”
Stanley said of his momentum-builder
last year, “but I'm going to do my best to
do greater things.”
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