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MORE TO COME — With the possibility of all 11 offensive
starters returning, quarterback Craig Krenzel said the
Buckeyes can be strong once again in 2003,
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Can They Repeat?

Buckeyes Begin To Look Toward 2003

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duckeye Sports Bulletin Editor
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| awaiting official word on three key juniors
— qm: end Michael Jenkins and defensive inemen
Darrion Scott and Will Smith — on whether they
plan to leave school early to enter the NFL draft
Even if all of those players return, though,

Florida DE McClover Verbals
To OSU; Irizarry Decommits

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Cleveland Glenville's

Donte Whitner and
Buckeye Sports RHulletin Editor Houston Klein's

Ashton Youboty, each
Ohio State lost one football recruit, }

gained another and enralled two others dur-

ing the early portion of January.

The excitement from the school's national
championship Fiesta Powl win over Miami
(Fla.) had hardly subsided when, on Jan. 9,
Youngstown (Ohta) Ursuline tight end Louis
Irizarry switched his commitment from OSU

to Miami,

His defection left OSU with 11 werbal
2003 recruiting class
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McClover was among 10 prospects who

made official visits to campus over the week-
end of Jan. 10, (For updates on these players
and many others, see Recruiting Outlook on
pages 7-10.)

Here is a look at how these three most
recent developments unfolded in early
January.
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Tressel knows the Buckeyes will not be able to rest
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In This Issue Of BSB

* University releases details on
Ohio Stadium celebration for the
national champions (Page 5)

* Buckeyes welcome in top
prospects for key visit weekend
(Recruiting Outlook, Pages 7-10)

* New  Jersey
standout Ira
Guilford could play
offense or defense
(Page 11)

* Craig Krenzel,
Matt Wilhelm look
back on Fiesta Bowl
experience (Page
14)

¢ Chris Gamble
still interested in
playing on both
sides of the ball (Page 15)

* Men's basketball squad knocks off
15th-ranked Indiana B1-69 (Page 17)

* Kim Wilburn gets to the point as
freshman for Buckeyes (Page 26)

* Men's hockey squad clings to sec-
ond place in CCHA race (Page 29)

Chris Gamble
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So, What Can We Expect In 2003?

I ended my column in last week's edition
of BSB with these immortal words, “Now
about next year .."

As 1 write this, it has been just over a
week since Ohio State shocked the world
with its national championship game victory
over heavily favored Miami (Fla) in the
Fiesta Bowl.

The city of Columbus has yet to come
down from cloud nine, and, with a big cele-
bration planned for Jan. 18 at Ohio Stadium,
the excitement surrounding OSU's first
national championship team since 1968 is
unlikely to subside anytime soon.

The glow from this championship is still
burning quite bright and probably will until
OSU loses its next game — whenever that
may be.

The cover story of this edition of BSB
regarding next season, however, shows that
it is never too soon to start thinking about
the new year.

Nobody wants to rob the Buckeyes of
their rightful year in the sun. They worked so
hard to earn that championship and they did
it with style and class. They deserve all of the
perks that come with it — ineluding, but not
limited to, this Ohio Stadium party, a trip to
the White House and general preferential
treatment in Columbus for the rest of their
lives.

But it is only human nature to let your
mind drift off and wonder about what we'll
see out of the Buckeyes in 2003,

As Jim Tressel himsell conceded just a
few minutes after the Fiesta Bowl win, “A lot
of this is about what comes next.”

Football coaches are famous for saying,
“You never stay the same. You're either got-
ting better or you're getting worse.”

That sentiment, of course, is a bow to the
year-round nature of a sport most of us used
to believe only mattered from late August to
December.

At first glance, you would say that Ohio
State should be loaded in 2003, Alter all, the
Buckeyes figure to have all 11 starters back
on offense, as many as six returning on
defense and kicker Mike Nugent back in the
fold as well

But in researching the cover story, |
uncovered some information that was dis
tressing to say the least.

For starters, Nebraska's back-to-back
undefeated champions in 1994-95 are the
only team since Alabama (1978-79) to repeat
as national champions. At the same time,
they were the first team since Oklahoma
(1973-74) to complete two straight unbeaten
SCASONS

If that kind of history doesn't scare you,
try these nuggets on for size: Michigan (1947
48) is the last Big Ten team to go unbeaten
two straight years, Minnesota (1940-41) was
the last conference team to win two straight
national titles

If you aren’t getting this picture, I'll spell
it out for you — repeating as the national
champianship team will not be an easy task
for Ohio State.

Now that isn't to say that it can't be done.
I'm just making the observation that it does
not figure to be casy.

But if there is a team — or, more appro-
priately, a program — that can pull this ofl, I
would think it would be Tressel's Ohio State

In two short years, the coach has broken
down a lot of barriers, cleared a few high hur-
dles and leaped a few tall buildings — some
in o single bound

He has done some impossible things, but
1 choose to believe he is just getting warmed
up.

There is a closeness surrounding the OSU
program that hasn't existed in the past. The

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
with
Steve Helwagen

players seem to understand their limitations,
while also knowing they can accomplish
great things if they wark and play well
together.

I guess what troubles me as we head into
the bleak midwinter is that you don't win
national championships just on the basis of
personnel. It's how that personnel comes
together that makes the difference,

This spring, we will get our first look at
the 2003 Ohio State Buckeyes. But there will
be no Mike Doss, no Matt Wilhelm, no
Donnie Nickey, no Kenny Peterson and no
Cie Grant

That is a lot of personality that is no
longer part of the equation, personality that
fueled the engine of OSU's championship
drive.

New leaders must emerge, yet, at the
same time, the Buckeyes must retain the
chemistry that led them in and out of trouble
all the way down the path to the promised
land.

You can't force chemistry, though. It has
to develop on its own.

This is something 1 have studied for a
long time. When the Jo# Germaine-Jerry
Rudzinski-Dee Miller-Antoine Winfield
senior class (as well as juniors David Boston
and Andy Katzenmayer) left after the 1998
season, a Jot of us were caught believing that
11-win seasons would be an annual occur-
rence,

We learned very quickly, however, that
the chemistry those seniors (and the seniors
before them on the 1996 team) worked hard
to build had dissipated. Younger players —
many of whom believed stardom was their
birthright just by putting the uniform on —
moved into key positions beginning in 1989
and promptly fell flat on their fuces.

Now, obviously, there are some constants
that should be in place in 2003. Craig
Krenzel is back at quarterback, for starters.
Defensively, a return of pass-rushing stars
Darrion Scott and Will Smith would mean so
much

I haven't even mentioned the schedule for
2003. OSU won't even Jeave the state until
the sixth game, although tough challenges
with Washington and N.C. State loom early.
Road trips to Wisconsin, Penn State and
Michigan will be far from easy.

But the Buckeyes know they can do it,
and that, too, can't be overstated.

It all stacks up as an interesting off-sea-
son, doesn't it?

A Must-Win Situation

DSU men's basketball has been relegated
to the inside pages these ldst two months as
the foatball Buckeyes chased national glory.

A not-go-hot start — brought about by a
spate of ill-timed injuries — has contnbuted
to the (yawn) lack of excitement some seem
to have for OSU basketball this winter.

But the Buckeyes may have turned a cor-
ner of sorts with their Jan. 11 home win over
Indiana. It didn't hurt that the Buckeyes
caught the Hoosiers at a time when they
have had problems scoring the basketball.

But OSU, recling from its own injury
problems, put all of that aside and simply
played winning basketball aguinst the
Hoosiers.

It helps that OSU's next two games are at

home, against Michigan and Wisconsin
Wins in those games — not a certainty by
any means — would get the Buckeyes to 3-1
in conference play Indiana, where OSU
heads for a Jan. 21 rematch, will certainly be
champing at the bit.

But it looks like the Buckeyes have at
least a fighting chance to be an upper-divi-
sion team again this year. We will worry
about extending the school's NCAA
Tournament string a little more as the next
few weaks play out.

| Harvey Shapiro
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Class of ‘68

... a season to remember

Return with us to those thrilling days
of Yesterday . . . when daring young
men played on their

“Field of Dreams’

It took quite awhile! After 34 frustrating
seasons, Ohio State can finally claim un
NCAA national collegiate football
championship.

*The Class of '68' can now be joined by
“The Class of "02.' Two teams consid-
ered a year away from title contention
by those so-called experts,

Recapture that magic moment when
Kern, Otis, Stier and Stillwagon *Did
their Thing.

Six Sections, 55 Chapters, including 17
chapters about Ohio State's Fiery Coach
Woody Hayes.

Relive that wonderful 1968 ... in the
words of 14 Buckeyes, including 3 All-
Americans, In the words of 4 Buckeye
assistant coaches, including Lou Holtz.
In the words of Ohio State opponents,
including Purdue's greatest football
player ever, Leroy Keyes.

Recapture that magic moment.

To order *Class of "68,' send $20, which
includes shipping and handling, to:

WITNESS PRODUCTIONS
Box 34, Church Siree!
Marsholl, Indiona 47859

or
call 765-597-2487
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INSIDER

Juniors Face Deadline For
Declaring For NFL Draft

As BSB went to press, the deadline for
juniors to declare for the NFL drafl was
approaching on Jan, 16

Reports surfaced in Columbus that split
end Michael Jenkins and defensive end
Darrion Scott were each planning to stay
with the Buckeyes for their final season

However, defensive end Will Smith
appeared to be wavering between staying
and leaving as the deadl .2 approached.

BSB confirmed with Scott’s father that
his son would likely stay with the
Buckeyes

“As of right now, he is planning on com-
ing back to finish his education and got his
degree,” Darrion Scott Sr. said on Jan. 12,

The younger Scott had told BSB prior to
the Fiesta Bowl that his father definitely
wanted him to return to school.

“He has put a lot of time into his football
careor, but he is also doing really well in
school,” Darrion Sr. said. “It would be great
if he came back to try and get that degree.”

Seott said his son, who led OSU with
nine sacks in 2002, took advantage of NFL-
sponsored counseling on a prospect's poten-
tial draft status,

“They were saying he would probably be
a late first-round pick or an early second-
round choice,” Darrion Sr. said. *Hopefully,
if he comes back he'll be just as good or bet-
ter next year.”

Meanwhile, several sources indicated
that Smith, who had six sacks for the
Buckeyes this year, was torn.

*He told me he honestly doesn't know
what he's going to do,” one source said.

Another source indicated that Smith
also had been told he would be a late first-
round to early second-round pick

None of the three juniors has been avail-
able for comment since the Fiesta Bowl,

Kiper Issues Rankings For
2003 Draft, Underclassmen

In other NFL draft news, ESPN analyst
Mel Kiper Jr. has issued rankings for play-
ers eligible for the draft as well as for
underclassmon.

According to Kiper, USC Heisman
Trophy-winning quarterback Carson
Palmer will be the top player taken, fol-
lowed by Michigan State junior wide receiv-
er Charles Hogers, Arizona State junior
defensive end Terrell Suggs, Marshall quor-
terback Byron Leftwich and Penn State
defonsive tackle Jimmy Kennedy.

Defensive tackle Kenny Peterson is the
top OSU player on Kiper's board at No, 16
overall

“The 204-pounder had an outstanding
season, including a superb effort vs. Miami
in the national title game,” Kiper wrote
“Peterson plays with real passion, showing
impressive quickness and athleticism

“When the season began, | viewed ham
as a third- or fourth-round pick. Now h
qualifies as a playor on the rise.”

Kiper provides position rankings for

other OSU wseniors as follows: Matt
Wilhelnr® 12th at middle linebacker; Cie
Grant, 28th at outside linebacker; Mike
Doss, second at safety; Donnie Nickey, 19th
at safety; and Andy Groom, third at punter,

Of Doss, he wrote, "Team leader for the
Buckeyes, operating at a consistently high
level sinco the early stages of his college
career in Columbus, The size factor (5-10,
199), however, could push him into the
third-round area.”

Kiper also has position rankings for
juniors and sophomores, all ranked within
their classes. Hore are those rankings.

* Juniors — Quarterback Craig
Krenzel (10th among juniors at that posi-
tion), Jenkins (sixth among junior
recoivers), tight end Ben Hartsock (12th),
offensive lineman Alex Stepanovich (sixth),
offensive lineman Adrien Clarke (seventh),
offensive lineman Shane Olivea (ninth),
offensive lineman Ivan Douglas (20th),
offensive lineman Bryce Bishop (25th),
Smith (third among junior defensive line-
men), Scott (11th), defensive lineman Tim
Anderson (14th) and outside linebacker
Robert Reynolds (30th),

* Sophomores — Tailback Maurice
Hall (13th among sophomore running
backs), tailback Lydell Ross (24th), defen-
sive end Simon Fraser (30th), defensive
back Chris Gamble (second) and deflensive
back Dustin Fox (35th).

Tressel, Players Honored
At OSU-Indiana Game

OSU conch Jim Tressel, his nssistant
coaches and roughly 20 football players
were introduced to the crowd at halftime of
the Jan. 11 men's basketball game with
Indiana at Value City Arena

The team congregated to officially pre-
sont the national championship trophy to
0SU President Karen Holbrook.

Tressel turned the microphone over to
Krenzel first

“We want to say a big thank you to all of
you who have mppom'd us all year long
and all of you who made Sun Devil Stadium
into a muniature Horseshoe on Jan. 3°
Krenzel said.

“We hope our effort and accomplish-
ments this year were enough to satisfy
everyona's hunger. We look forward to a
chance to do it again next year.”

Smith then took the micrephone, amid
chants of “One more year!” However, he did
not tip his hand on whether he would be
returning.

“I want to thank all of you for coming out
tonight to cheer the Buckeyes on,” Smith
said, *] also want to thank you for coming
out to Tempe and making that like a home
game for us. Go Bucks!™

Tressel then got his tum

“On behalf of the greatest coaching stafl
in the nation, our great band, great cheer-
leaders, great fans and great team, I would
like to present to Dr. Holbrook the 2002
national ehampionship trophy,” Tressel
said

Holbrook accepted the trophy, saying, "It
gives me great pride and great pleasure to
accept this wonderful trophy.

“There was an editorial teday in The
Jerusalem Post. It said that Columbus dis-
covered America in 1492, But | think that
on Jan. 3, 2003, America discovered
Columbus,

“The tagline for our university is Do
something great.’ [ think everyone who is
here today knows we did something great
— vou did something great.”

Treasel then got one last shot with the
microphone. Hearkening back to the speech
he made ot haltime of the OSU-Michigan
basketball game in 2001, he said, "We will
need all of you in 315 days when we head to
Ann Arbor”

After the ceremony, a handful of OSU
players discus sed the outpouring of support

*It's unbelievable,” Fraser said. “It's
almost a week after the game and people

R OV

ONE MORE YEAR? — OSU defensive end Will Smith smiles during his
appearance at halftime of the OSU.Indiana basketball game. The fans
chanted “One more year!" in hopes of swaying Smith to return in 2003.

are still going nuts about this, I can't
believe the support we've been getting.”

“This is just a chance for us to have fun
with everyone,” Hartsock added. “We get
this chance to interact with everyone and
it's a great foeling.”

Tressel added, “It's neat to see the faces
of the people and to just see the mail com-
ing in for the players, It was just o sea of
red out there.”

Tressel was asked about his second
Michigan comment in as many appear-
ances at an OSU basketball game.

“That just reminds them that they've
got to go back to work,” Tressel said. “We
only have 315 days to get ready.”

Tressel Picks Up Coach
Of The Year Honors

Treasel has been busy picking up vari-
ous national coach of the year awards,

Prior to the Fiesta Bowl, he was named
the Bobby Dodd national coach of the year.

In the days following the game, he
received the American Football Coaches
Association award while attending the
group’s coavention Jan. 68 in New
Orleans.

Then, on Jan. 9, he was named the
Football Writers Association of America's
Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year award
winner.

Tressel is the third OSU coach to win
the FWAA award since its inception in
1957 Woud) Hayes won the inaugural
award in 1057 and also won it in 1968 and
1975. Earle Bruce won it in 1979

Other finalists for the FWAA honor were
Miami's Larry Coker, lowa's Kirk Ferentz
and Notre Dame's Tyrone Willingham.

A 30-minute program on the
FWAA/Robinson Award, featuring the final-
ists, will air sporadically on Fox Sports Net

Tresse]l remains a finalist for the Paul
“Bear” Bryant Coach of the Year award,
voted on by the National Sportswriters and
Sportscasters Association, which will be
presented Jan. 16 in Houston.

Krenzel Featured On SI
Cover After Fiesta Bowl

Krenzel, selected ns the Offensive MVP
in the Fiesta Bowl, was featured on the
cover of the Jan. 13 edition of Sports
Nlustrated with the caption " 'Best Damn
Teum in the Land .." Ohio State Shocks
Miami to Win the National Title.”

In keeping with his low-key personality,
the quarterback downplayed the notariety
and instead focused on how the Sl cover

was a testament to the whole team

“Obviously, the most exciting thing
about having pictures all over the country
for us a8 a team is the fact that they're
doing that because we won the national
championship,” Krenzel said

“That was a goal that we set out to do
and we worked hard at it all year, 1 think
it's fitting that we won by the offense and
defense making plays in the end when it
counted because that's something that
we've done all year”

S1 overnighted 5,000 copies of the issue
for a Jan. 8§ presale at Long’s Book Store,
adjacent to the OSU campus. All of the
issues were gone by the next day.

Krenzel said he will probably enjoy the
51 cover exposure as he grows older

“Obviously, it's a neat thing to have,” he
said. “But I think that’s something that will
mean a little more to me when my career
here is done. It's a great honor. I'm not sure
if it's really sunk in yet

“But since 1 have another year here, 1
want to try and do it again.”

Big 12 Requests Retraction
On Story About Field Judge

While Miami fans and some national
columnists continue to seethe over the pass
interference penalty in overtime that kept
the Buckeyes alive in the Fiesta Bowl, the
Big 12 conference has asked ESPN to make
a retraction regarding a report about the
official who made the call

The Big 12 sent its highest rated crew to
stall the Fiesta Bowl. That erew includes
field judge Terry Porter, who made a delib-
erate pass interference call in overtime
against Miami's Glenn Sharpe

Trailing 24-17, OSU was facing fourth-
and-3 at the Miami 5. Krenzel threw into
the end zone to Gamble, who could not
make the catch under pressure from
Sharpe

Replays showed that Sharpe grabbed
Gamble as he came off the line of scrim.
mage but had only light contact with the
ﬂ.‘u:krr as the ball arrived

Miami had already begun celebrating
the victory when Porter threw his flag
down at the spot of the foul. He motioned
for holding then mouthed the words “pass
interference.”

The first down allowed OSU to go on
and tie the game at 24, The Buckeyea went
on to win 31-24 in double OT.

ESPN reported after the game that the
Bigg 12 had issued at loast two known let-
ters of apology after games where Porter
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OHIO STATE INSIDER

Large Crowd Expected For Celebration

Ohio Stadium will be the scene Jan,
18 as the city of Columbus and the unk
veisity salute OSU's 2002 national
championship football team.

The event, st for 1 p.m., Is free and
open 1o the public. Seating will be first
coma, first serve, with some kmied
seating reserved for students.

Gotes will open at 11 am.
Concession stands will be open 0 pur
chase a mited menu of food and bev-
erage ftems. OSU national champlonship merchandise olso will be avail
able. The program is expected to lost approximately 45 minutes.

The team will make one last stadium tunnel entrance, The OSU maich-
Ing band and cheerleaders also are expected Lo perfom.

Pretimnary forecasts for Jan. 18 show the high temperatute should be
sround 30 degrees. But OSU officials are expecting as many as 50,000
people or mord for this special event.

“it will be interesting because wa know it will be cold,” 05U coach Jim
Treasel said. "I know | told (band director Jon) Woods that | am eaciled
becouse our team and our siall have never seen the band take the fiald
before. That's what | am looking forward 1o,

“1 knaw it's going to be an extiting day.”

05U quarterback Gralg Krenze! said he also was looking forward 1o the
event.

“I know we'll have o lot of people and cold weather,” Krenzml said, it
will be 8 much different situation than what we normally see with 105,000
people there on o football Saturday.

“I'm sure 1t will be & tremendous feeling and totally cool.”

Stadwm workers had altesdy completed the winterization process.
which includes turning off the electricity and water 10 the stadium.

But OSU facilities supervisor Don Patko said he and his staff will have
the stadium ready for this event.

“We're in the business of making things happen,” Patho said. “You don't
have 8 lot of cholce in o ot of situations. We will make it safe for the pub-
fic. We will have enough portable restrooms 1o get us through this evenl.

“ft will be what it is — an exciting event.”

Patko said he and his stalf will treat the event like o regular football
game,

“We will use o lot of the same setup we would use for o football gome,”
he said, “We'll make It happen and we're excited to do it."

The unhersity has provided some information for fans planning Lo

sttend. Here 1s some additional information on the evant.
« Traffic Patterns — Tha Lone Avenue Bridge is now closed to vehicw
Ini traf fic and motorists should alliow plenty of extra time, Pedestnans may

* Guost Parking — Parking is free of charge for this event. Guests are
strongly encouraged to park in lots on West Campus (shuttle Service pro-
vided), the Schottenstein Center, of the Agricultural campus.

The West Campus lots are on Carmack Road, which (s west of Kenny
Road between Lane Avenue ond Kinnoar Rosd. Carmack Road also is
pecessible south of Lane Avenue between North Star and Kenny roads.

Parking also is aveilable in any campus parking garage, including the
Northwest and Tuttie garages, However, some in the 12th Avenue
and South Cannon garages will be reserved for patients and visitors to the
madicsl center.

RV and motor home parking will be avallable only near the
Schottenstein Center in the Buckeye lots {located just south of Ackerman
Road),

Guests ane strongly encouraged 1o vacate the parking lots on campus
by 3 p.m., so that parking for other ovening events may be sccommodat:
ed

= Parking Restrictions — General parking will not ba permitted in the
lots Immediately to the east and west of the stadium, individuals with foot:
ball season parking passes will not be able 1o use them for this event.
Parking also Is restricted in the St John Arena lots because of the
National Duals wrestiing meet. Porking also will not be permitted in the
Tuttle surface lots just narth of the Blackwell knn.

 Free Shuttles — A free shuttle will provide continuous service from
the West Campus lots to the stadium, .
hour after the event ends. On West Campus, shuttles will pick up guests
at Mount Hall snd drop them off at the Sisson Hall footbridge located just
west of Droke Union and Ohio Stadium,

+ Disability Parking — Disability parking will ba on the east side of the
stadium, When spaces are flled, guests will be directed to the Tuttle park-
ing garage. Drivers will ba required to display a valid OSU disabiity park:
ing permit of a valid State Disability Placard.

* Security — To avold lengthy security delays, It is recommended that
fwMMInummﬂMMMEm”m
strollers,

Prohibited flems include coolers, backpacks, large handbags. umbrek
las, chalrback seats, banners and signs, mace and similar substances of
weapons of any type.

Guests are encoutaged 10 bring comeras and video recorders as the
coach and team will nol be able to provide autogrephs. Additional permit:
ted items Include uncased binoculors, small handbags, pagers, cell
phones and additional clothes appropriate for the day's weather condi-
tons.

« Inclement Weather — Since this Is an outdoor event, fans should
come dressed for cold weather. Jahuary in Ohio tends 1o be bitter cold and
offers possibilities for srong winds, snow, Ko or a misture of any of those

croas the river ot Lane Avenue, off Olentangy River Road, via a temporary

pedestrian brdge

alements

— Stove Helwagen

made controversial calls in the last two
years

“That report was unsubstantiated,” Big
12 assistant commissioner Bo Carter told
CaneSport.com. “It's an untrue report
We're trying to get a retraction, That actu-
ally did not occur.”

Carter insisted that Porter has never
written a letter of apology. He also said the
crew that worked the Fiesta Bowl also
worked the Rose Bowl several years ago
without incident. Porter is a 20-year
Division I-A veteran, who has worked eight
bowl games

Porter’s call was hard for some on the
Miami sideline to accept

*1 know the call was late,” Miami defen-
sive backs conch Mark Stoops said. “Tt was
awfully tough to tell. 1 know this, 1 told
(Sharpe) to play aggressive. | told him to
got up in the receiver's fuce because there's
not an official that's going to make that call

*They'd been letting us play all day. A
couple of plays before that (OSU's Jenkins)
pushed off and created separation (that
wasn'l called). If that's as bad a call as I
think it is, then somethings got to be done.
That’s junk. Thats all T have to say.”

WEBNS-TV Hears Complaints
Over OSU-Indiana Broadcast

WBNS-TV (Ch. 10} in Columbus found
itsell in a tough spot Jan. 11 as CBS cover-
age of the AFC playoff game between
Pittsburgh and Tennessee ran well past 8

.m., the start time of the OSU.Indiana

kotball game,

The football game, won by Tennessee 34-
31 in overtime, finally came to an end as
nine minutes remained in the first half of
the basketball game. But the station failed
to switch immediately to the basketball
game, staying with CBS' postgame cover-
Age

WHNS joined the basketball brondcast

at halftime, when OSUled 35-25. The
Buckeyes went on to upset the 15th-ranked
Hoosiers 81-69,

“We were in a precarious position
because the network requires any preemp-
tion aside from breaking news to be
approved ahead of time,” said WBNS-TV
marketing director Frank Willson. “I think,
in hindsight, we could have done a better
job with the content we had coming over
the air and looked at the game at the

Schottenstein Center and switched (when
the football game ended).

“Needless to say, it didnt happen as
smoothly as we would have wanted. There
were @ lot of upset people and that was
understandable,

In the past, WBNS has moved some
OSU games to its own Ohio News
Network.

“We've been able to do that, but ESPN
Regional (which produces OSU basketball

good to whisper.

shouting about.

Employee Turnover.

Some news is far too

In fact, it's really worth

OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc., a provider of computer-
and World Wide Web-based services for libraries around
the world, has been selected one of the nation's 100 best places
to work in Information Technology by IDG's Computerworld in its
annual ranking of the best work environments lor IT workess.

Computerworld cited OCLC lor supersior performance in the cate:
gories of Stalf Promoted, Minority Employees/Minority
Managers, the Number of Days of Training, and low rates of IT

The |R@
Places

o g
2002

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD,

O0LC Onbine Computar Libeary Contar, ing
4y Trants Ragd, Dublem, Ohio 43937

A global pioneer in library information solutions connecting to
41,000 libraries in B2 countries, Dublin, Ohio - headquartered
OCLC is home to the most consulted database in higher

education - WorldCat = and the Dewey Decimal Classification sys-
tem, According to Fred Lauber, Vice President, OCLC Information
Technology, “OCLC works hard to create and Sustain career
development and benefits programs lor IT professionals.”

OCLC CONGRATULATES OUR EMPLOYEES ON WINNING THIS

Furiheriag Azcass Ta The Werld's Inlormition

broadcasts) has been reluctant to do that,”
Willson said. “We've got an obvious commit-
ment to the Buckeyes and wo have done so
much programming in just the last couple
of weeks, We want people to know their
feedback is important.”

In two other WBNS-related items:

* The station has agreed to move some
Big Ten Saturday package games to
WWHO-TV (Ch. 53) so WBNS can air CBS
college games. :

* Also, the station will air its "OSU: A
Time and Change”™ video recapping the
2002 football season at noon Jan. 18 before
showing the celebration live from Ohio
Stadium at 1 p.m.

Miscellaneous Notes

* The Associated Press reported that
0SU paid for 119 people associated with
the school to made the trip to Tempe, Ariz.,
for the Fiesta Bowl.

The average cost per person was $1,600
for airfare, hotel accommodations, game
tickets and other expenses, according to
university  spokeswoman  Elizabeth
Conlisk. The total cost was about $190,000.

Another 200 officials and friends of the
university also went on the trip but paid
their own way, OSU paid for Ohio Gov. Bob
Taft to go, but he plans to reimburse the
school out of his own pocket, the report
said.

Included in the 119 people listed above
were T8 members of the “official party”
which included President Holbrook, her
husband, Jim, university trustees and their
spouses and members of the university ath-
letic counsel,

Individual university departments cov-
ered expenses for 41 deans, faculty leaders
and other officials.

The AP also reported that the Big Ten
collected $31.2 million from the league's
seven bowl appearances. After expenses,
the 11 Big Ten schools split $§21.2 million for
$1.9 million apiece.

* Doss, Nickey and Groom were on the
victorious East squad in the East-West
Shrine Game Jan. 11 in San Francisco
Doss intercepted a pass in the fourth quar-
ter of the East's 20-17 win.

Peterson and Wilhelm are scheduled to
appear in the Jan. 18 Senior Bowl in
Mobile, Ala.

Wilhelm and flanker Chris Vance also
were due to play in the Hula Bow! Feb. 1 in
Honolulu

www,oclcong
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Irizarry Takes The 'Canes

Irizarry originally committed to OSU
on July 5, picking the Buckeyes over Notre
Dame, Penn State and Pittsburgh.

But as the months went by, the
Ursuline standout considered among the
nation's top 100 prospects ‘'was pnm:ed
by other schools to make visits.

In fact, Irizarry (6-5, 235, 4.6) made vis-
its to Florida Dec. 13 and Miami Dec. 20.
He then watched the Jan. 3 Fiesta Bowl,
where Miami tight end Kellen Winslow Jr.
caught 11 passes for 122 yards and a
touchdown. OSU twice threw in the direc-
tion of tight end Ben Hartsock in the end
zone. But one of those passes was inter-
cepted and the other was knocked away
incomplete.

The wheels were set in motion and,
despite OSU's rousing national title win,
Irizarry began to believe Miami might be
the best place for him to display his talent.

“I called (OSU coach Jim) Tressel and
told him,” Irizarry told CaneSport.com.
“He was actually very understanding. He
sounded like he was understanding, at
least. He said if that's the direction I've got
to go in, that's what I've got to do as long as
it's the best decision for me.”

After talking to Tressel, Irizarry called
Miami coach Larry Coker.

“He was a little surprised (to hear [ was
switching commitments),” Irizarry said.
*He didn't think I called Coach Tressel yet
and when I told him I'm going to be a "Cane
he said, ‘That's great’ He was elated. He
said it brought his day up a little bit.”

Irizarry said that even before his Miami
visit he realized his pass-catching skills
wiuld be better utilized with the 'Canes.

“Since May | had a nice list, and Ohio
State was going to be the one if | was going
to stay home so | committed,” Irizarry said.
“Then it was kind of up in the air if Miami
really had enough interest in me for me to

Eddie’s Glass
| & Mirror Service
Window Repair Service

Residential = Commercial

Custom Etching Service

residential artist will custumetch any design

Leaded & Stain Glass Repair
we don’l make *em, we repair ‘em
No matter how big or small

Custom Shower Door
& Enclosers

Night Emergency Service
Available

4347 East Main Street
Columbus, Ohio 43213

(614) 231-5612

Fax: (614) 338-0808 |
=l
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go and make an impact. It wasn't really
clear.”

But on his visit, Irizarry said the Miami
coaches made it clear he could come in and
be a Winslow/Jeremy Shockey pass-catch-
ing receiver at Miami.

Irizarry said he knew early on he would
fit in better at Miami.

I knew I wanted to decommit during

‘the season,” he said. “What happened was

1 started watching the games, the first
three Ohio State games, and the tight ends
had one or two catches by accident and
Winslow already had 15.

“That was a big difference. That's when
I started thinking (about decommitting).
There's no question where a tight end
should go when you have Winslow catch-
ing so many balls.”

As a senior, Irizarry, rated Ohio's
fourth-best prospect, had 36 receptions for
823 yards.

“That's what I'm for, catching passes,”
he said. “If I didn't think I could do the
things Winslow could, I would go to Ohio
State,

“Ohio State said they would change and
use me as a Kellen Winslow. (UM assistant
Mark) Stoops said it best, though, when he
told me, *The proof’s in the pudding, and
seriously it is. Over the years, Coach
Tressel's past, the team hasn't been incor-
porating a tight end as Miami has.

*] could go to Ohio State and have a
good career, or | mulrl go to Miami and
have a great carcer,

Irizarry’s mu‘lher. Evelyn, told BSB she
supported her son's decision.

“We felt that we loved Coach Tressel
and we loved Ohio State,” she said, "But
we folt the best fit for him as a tight end
;vou!d be at Miami where they throw the

all.

“Conch Tressel is a beautiful person,
but I think Louis went with his heart. He
talked to my husband and I and said he
thought he had made a mistake.”

New No. 12: McClover
Swayed During Visit

McClover (64, 245, 4.53) still had a
Jan. 17 visit with Florida scheduled when
he called OSU Jan. 12 and verbaled to the
Buckeyes,

“It's the number one school in the
nation,” McClover told Bill Kurelic of The
Ohio Football Recruiting News. "] just had
a good feeling. It's the place I want to be.
I'm done with my visits.”

McClover had visited Michigan State,
N.C. State and Auburn prior to his visit.
Nearby Miami and LSU also were
involved and had offered.

“(The Fiesta Bowl) had a lot of m:pact

0SU Football Verbal Commitments

Football players in the Class of 2003 who have Issued verbal commit-
ments to play college football at Ohio State.

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. High School

Kirk Barton OL 66 275 Massillon (Ohio) Perry

Todd Boeckman QB &5 215 St. Henry, Ohio

Tony Gonzalez DB 60 187 Cleveland St. Ignatius
Dareus Hiley DB 61 195 Cleveland Glenville

Devin Jordan WR 6-3 190 Massillon (Ohlo) Washington
Curt Lukens DB 63 200 North Canton (Ohio) Hoover
Brandon Maupin DL 66 270 Waest Chester (Ohio) Lakota West
Stanley McClover DE 64 245 Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard
David Patterson DT 63 280 Warrensville Heights, Ohio
Reggle Smith LB 62 235 East Cleveland (Ohio) Shaw
Donte Whitner* DB 511 175 Cleveland Glenville

Ashton Youboty* DB 61 180 Houston Klein

*Already enrolled at 0SU

on my decision,” McClover told the Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel. “I always had
Ohio State as one of my top choices — you
can recognize a good team.

“But | found some more respect for
them when 1 saw how they played against
Miami. It was, like, these boys are
for real. Instead nf;ualbunggood they're
great, And they're bringing back the same
guys next year, so we have a chance to
repeat it.

“I know there'’s going to be a lot of peo-
ple mad with me (in Florida). But [ have to
do it for me. I can't do it for them.”

OSU has built a pipeline at Dillard,
where current Buckeyes Thomas
Matthews and Chris - Gamble also
prepped. Gamble hosted McClover on his
visit.

“It was cold but fun,* McClover said. “
had a good time."

McClover is ranked the nation's 10th-
best strongside end prospect by
Rivals100.com. He also is considered
Florida's 23rd-best prospect.

He had 100 tackles and 13 sacks as a
junior before notching 105 tackles and 17
sacks as a senior, He holds a 2.9 GPA and
is qualified with a 19 on the ACT and a
900 on the SAT.

Whitner, Youboty Enroll Early

A year ago, tailback Maurice Clarett
enrolled early at OSU and did enough dur-
ing spring football and preseason camp to
earn the starting job for the season open-

er,

With OSU'%s secondary in a state of
transition, Whitner and Youboty both said
they saw a chance to contribute early by
graduating from their respective high
schools in December and enrolling in time
for the start of winter quarter

The pair of DB prospects are rooming
together in the dorms.

“Right now, I'm feeling kind of lonely
because | don't know anybody,” Whitner
told BSB. “I talked to Maurice about that.
He said those were the same things he
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was feeling a year ago. I'm just going to
class and coming home and sitting in my
room and watching TV. That's what he
said he did, too.”

Whitner (5-11,
175, 4.3) said he is
excited about
starting  winter
conditioning.

“‘I'm  looking
forward to it
because there's
nothing else to do,”
said Whitner, who
is taking four
classes this winter.
“I know it will be a
lot of fun,” he said. “I've met a lot of the
rlaym and everybody seems to be friend-
v

Whitner had 60 tackles, 10 tackles for
loss and three interceptions as a senior at
Glenville, which finished 8-2. He also had
nine TD catches on offense.

He is ranked the nation's No. 31
prospect overall and No. 2 in Ohio by
Rivals100,com. He qualified academically
with a 3.7 GPA and a 17 on the ACT.

Youboty (6-1, 180, 4.5) said he is
enrolled in 16 credit hours of classes.

“l am happy to
get that out of the
way and [ am eur-
rently enrolled at
Ohio State,”
Youboty said. “I'm
like o regular stu-
dent. Everything
is pretty smooth
right now."”

Youboty could
play any of the
four secondury
positions. He had
played cornerback
until this season then moved to safety
whaen his team's two starting safeties were
injured. As a senior, he had 60 tackles and
threo interceptions.

*Ohio State has basically been recruit-
ing me as a cornerback,” said Youboty,
rated Texas' No. 28 overall prospect.

.He picked OSU over Penn State in
mid-December and set the machinery in
place to graduate early from high school
and enroll for the start of winter quarter.

“It's exciting to be here,” he said. “With
them winning the national championship,
everybody here is happy. That makes it a
little more to live up to,”

Youboty said he is enjoying being out
on his own for the first time.

“In some ways, it's like high school
because you've still got to do your work,”
he said. “But there is more time on your
hands."

Ashton Youboty
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OSU Will Not Surprise
Anyone Next Season

Continued From Page 1

sons, winning 25 straight games over the
1994-95 seasons.

Prior to that, no Division I-A team had
posted back-to-back unbeaten seasons
since Oklahoma in 1973-74.

Within the Big Ten, Minnesota (1940-
41) and Michigan (1947-48) are the last
two teams to post consecutive undefeated
seasons. Minnesota, which won eight
games in both of those years, is the last
conference school to post back-to-back
consensus national championships.

But the Buckeyes, who snapped
Miami's 34-game winning streak and
denied the Hurricanes a repeat national
title, believe they can establish their own
dynasty.

“We want to start a winning streak like
Miami did,” said two-way starter Chris
Gamble, “We're going to practice hard in
the off-season. We're going to practice
hard, play hard and try and get back here.
We could be playing Miami again or who-
over else.”

08U came from well off the pace to win
the 2002 championship. The Buckeyes
opened the season 13th in the Associated
Press poll and 12th in the USA
Today/ESPN coaches poll.

In fact, OSU would never had been in
position to claim its fifth consensus
national title if some of the nation's top
teams — namoly Georgin, Oklahoma and
Notre Dame — had not suffered
November defeats.

“Don't jump on the bandwagon now
because you know you didn't give us a
chance,” OSU offensive tackle Shane
Olivea cautioned. “We believed in our-
selves from January to now. We'll do it
again.”

The Buckeyes will not have the ele-
ment of surprise on their side, however, in
2003, when they figure to be a preseason
top-thréee team — if not No. 1.

THE SPIRIT!

We're Your
Downtown Connection
To OSU Gifts,
Buckeye Sportswear
And So Much More!

Buckeye Connection
Ohio Center Mall, 400 North High St.

Columbus, Ohin 43215

'hone (614) 228-0196

Plus they will face a schedule with
seven bowl teams, opening with
Washington an Aug. 30 in Columbus, N.C.
State, an 11-game winner, will visit Ohio
Stadium Sept. 13.

In the Big Ten, the Buckeyes will host
defending conference co-champion lowa,
which did not play OSU last year. More
strenuous tests will come on the road,
where the Buckeyes must visit resurgent
Penn State and bowl winners Wisconsin
and Michigan next year.

“Alot of things have to line up for us to
have the success we've had this year”
Hartsock said. “The only thing you can do
is try to prepare and do the small things,
because when you do those, thirigs seem
to line up for you, The ball seems to roll
your way."

Full Deck On Offense

If Jenkins returns, OSU would have all
11 starters back on offense. The initial
hope would be that with that kind of expe-
rience the Buckeyes would be able to
improve on their offensive showing from
2002, when they averaged a pedestrian
29.3 points per game.

ere’s no doubt that with everyone
coming back next year, we're expecting
big things from the offense,” said quarter-
back Craig Krenzel, who will be a senior.
“We're expecting more points, more big
plays. But more importantly than all of
that, more consistency.

“We want to have more ability to take
some time off the clock and sustain an 80-
yard drive as opposed to relying on the
defense to give us the ball inside the oppo-
nent'’s red zone.”

Krenzel, 15-1 all-time as a starting
quarterback, hopes to improve after
throwing for 2,110 yards and 12 touch-
downs against seven interceptions as a
junior. OSU threw the ball only 31 percent
of the time this past year.

“I think if we get a more balanced
attack and throw the ball more, obviously,
with our offensive line coming back, we're
only going to be a better team,” Krenzel
said, “That should only make us a better
offense.”

The backfleld is in fine shape with
Maurice Clarett, who had 1,237 yards and
scored 18 touchdowns as a freshman, due
back at tailback. Some view Clarett, who
missed all or part of four games in 2002,
as one of the nation's top backs.

Lydell Ross and Maurice Hall, who will
both be juniors, help give OSU one of the
nation’s best platoons of tailbacks.
Branden Joe, who will be a junior, and
Brandon Schnittker, who will be a sopho-
more, return at fullback.

OSU loses key backup Chris Vance
from the receiving corps. But senior-to-be
Michael Jenkins (61 catches) and Gamble
(31 catches), who will be a junior, are
back. Others who could figure next year
include senior-to-be Drew Carter, junior-
to-be Bam Childress and Roy Hall and
Santonio Holmes, who each redshirted in
2002.

Hartsock loads the way ot tight end
with sophomores-to-be Ryan Hamby and
Redgie Arden, a converted linebacker,
waiting in the wings.

The offensive line, scen by many as a
liability coming into the season, could
become one of the team's true strengths in
2003 as five seniors return in the starting
unit.

Olivea, who started most of the year at
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2003 OSU Foothall

Schedule .

Date Opponent Record
Aug. 30  WASHINGTON® 76
Sept. 8  SAN DIEGO STATE a8
Sept. 13 N.C. STATE* 113
Sept. 20 BOWLING GREEN 93
Sopt. 27 NORTHWESTERN 39
Oct. 11 at Wisconsin® 86
Oct. 18 IOWA* a2
Oct. 25  at Indiana 39
Nev.1  at Penn State* 9.4
Nov. 8 MICHIGAN 48
Nov. 15  PURDUE* 76
Nov. 22 at Michigan* 103

*-Bowl team.

Returning Starters
On paper, OSU could have 18

starters bock in 2003 from the 14-0
national champlonship team. That
includes all 11 starters on offense, six
on defense and one specialist. Here's a
list of who is due back:

» Offense (11): SE Michael Jenkins,
LT Ivan Douglas, LG Adrien Clarke, C
Alex Stepanovich, RG Bryce Bishop, RT
Shane Olivea, TE Ben Hartsock, FL Chris
Gamble, QB Craig Krenzel, TB Maurice
Clarett, FB Branden Joe.

s Defenso (6): DE Will Smith, DT Tim
Anderson, DE Darrion Scott, SLB Robert
Reynolds, CB Dustin Fox, CB Chris
Gamble.

* Speclalist (1): K Mike Nugent.

right tackle, is joined by right guard Brlyco

Bishop, center Alex Stepanovich, left
: Adrien Clarke and left tackle Ivan
as.

Plus center Nick Mangold and tackle
Rob Sims both saw valuable action as
injury fill-ins as freshmen this past year,

"As a unit, we're happy with where
we're at,” Stepanovich said. “The great
thing about the injuries we've had is that
has allowed us to develop some depth uE
front with guys like Robbie Sims and Nic!
Mangold. That was important when
Shane and Ivan went down.

“If things don't go well, I'm sure people
will eriticize us from the get-go. We'll have
five returning starters and we just have to
get the job done.”

Kicker Mike Nugent (25 of 28 on field
goals) returns after enjoying some All-
American honors as a sophomore.

Keeping The Pressure On

OSU will lose at least five starters
from a defense that set the tone in 2002
In the regular season, the Buckeyes
ranked second nationally in points
allowed (12.2 per game) and fourth in
rushing yardage allowed (78,7 yards per
game).

Gone are All-Americans Matt Wilhelm
at middle lincbacker and Mike Doss at
safety, each a three-year starter. Four
year starter Donnie Nickey at free safety
as well as defensive tackle Kenny
Peterson and outside linebacker Cie
Grant also will depart. :

“We've got guys on this team that
should be sweeping the Big Ten as far ns
the accolades, sweeping the All-American
accolades, but we didn't get the respect
we deserve and now we've got it," said
Will Allen, who figures to step in at safe-
ty as a senior. "Next year you're going to
see it again. I'm not going to stop. We're
not going to stop.”

Scott (nine sacks) and Smith (six
sacks), should they leave, would probably
put OSU in a rebuilding mode up front. If
they return, however, OSU could again be
among the nation's top delensive units,
Simon Fraser, who will be a junior,

returns at end. Mike Kudla made a
splash this past year as a freshman
Tim Anderson, who will be a senior,

returns at defensive tackle. Marcus
Green, who played sparingly as a redshirt
freshman, and Quinn Pitcock, redshirted
this past fall, will get the first chance to
replace Peterson this spring,

Senior-to-be Robert Reynolds is back
at the strongside linebacker spot. Senior-
to-be Fred Pagac Jr., sidelined by injury
this past season, will battle with sopho-
mores-to-be A.J. Hawk, Mike D'Andrea
and Bobby Carpenter to fill the other two
open spots. Hawk made the most inroads
of the youngsters this past year,

The cornerback positions could again
be in a state of flux. Gamble (team-high
four interceptions) moved over from
offense out of necessity at midseason and
was a smashing success (see story, page
15).

“I still want to play both ways,"
Gamble said. "I just want to contribute to
the team any way I can.”

On the opposite side, junior-to-be
Dustin Fox (three interceptions, team-
high 15 passes broken up) came into his
own after moving from safety to corner
this past year.

It seems likely that Allen, who made
gnme-u\ri.ng interceptions as the nickel

ack twice in 2002, will fill the strong
safety role.

The conching staff could opt to move
Fox to free safety, opening the door for
sophomore-to-be E.J. Underwood, junior-
to-he Harlen Jacobs, redshirt freshman
Michael Roberts or an incoming fresh-
man — OSU may sign as many as six
DBs in February — to fill that vacant cor-
ner spot.

The emergence of one or more corners
would allow OSU to relieve some pres-
sure from Gamble, who played 100 or
more plays in each of the season’s last six

Ames.

If Fox stays at corner, sophomores-to-
be Tyler Everett and Nate Salley as well
as Brandon Mitchell, who was redshirted,
could figure at safety opposite the brash
Allen.

“There's no pressure,” Allen said.
“Next year we're going to be in the same
predicament. We're going to be back in
the national championship because we've
got great coaches that are going to push
us and draw the best out of us. We're
going to work harder because we know
now we're marked. We're going to keep
pushing toward that goal.”

08U loses All-American punter Andy
Groom. But senior-to-be B.J, Sander, who
split punting duties with Dan Stultz in
2000, has the inside track for that job.

Going Forward

Clarett, known for the hours he
spends in the weight room, was matter-
of-fact about how the Buckeyes would
approach the off-season.

“We'll take two weeks off and just start
running again,” he said

Fraser just smiled when the topic of
the 2003 season came up.

“That is still a long way away,” Fraser
said, “Let's lot this one soak in and enjoy
it. We'll get back to work with our lifting
very soon.”

All of the hard work will be geared
with one goal in mind — returning to the
national championship game, which is
set for Jan. 3, 2004, at the Sugar Bowl in
New Orleans.

*1 was talking to some of the guys and
this freshman class has never lost a col-
loge football game,” Carpenter said. “I
know we want to keep that record going
as long as we can

“We're hoping we can be up there
again. My goal now is to go to all four
BCS bowls.”
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Krenzel, Wilhelm Share
Thoughts On Fiesta Win

By ERIC LOUGHRY
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Quarterback Craig Krenzel and mid-
dle linebacker Matt Wilhelm, key mem-
bars of Ohio State's national champi-
onship team, were at the Woody Hayes
Athletic Center Jan. 8 to tape some
interviews for ESPN Classic

The interviews were used as content
for the Instant Classic replay of OSU's
thrilling double-overtime Fiestn Bowl
win over Miami (Fla.) that aired on the
network Jan. 11

Both players took time to discuss the
national title victory with members of
the media following the taping.

Krenzel and Wilhelm each offered up
what they saw — and didn't see — on
the fourth-and-3 pass play in overtime,
where a late flag for pass interference
on Miami revived the Buckeyes when
the game and the dream of a national
title seemed to be lost

“I really haven't had a chance to see
a replay,” Krenzel said. ] haven't seen a
replay of the game. I saw some high-
lights on SportsCenter the next day. 1
think there was definitely some contact

“At the same time there was a lot of
contact going on all game that went
uncalled, and whether or not there was
more contact on that play and that's
why the official decided to throw the
flag, 1 don't know why exactly he threw
the flag.

“But there was obviously some con-
tact to warrant the flag. Whether or not
it was the right call, I think you're going
to get different opinions from that all
around the country.”

When asked if it bothered him that
some view OSU's win as tainted,

Krenizel chuckled.

“It doesn't matter to me,” he said.
“We ended up with a victory and a
national championship. And people
around the country that are saying we
shouldn't have won the game because of
that eall, that's probably the same peo-
ple that were saying before the game
that we had no chance to win the game
and yet, even if we don't win right there,
it took an overtime to beat us, so obvi-
ously we did have a chance,”

Krenzel did concede that it takes
gome breaks — along with some big
plays — to win a national title.

“That's how you win championships,
You have to get some calls,” he said.
“You have to make the big plays when
they need to be made — offensively,
defensively, special teams,

“If one of those groups makes a mis.
take, the other group, the offense or
defense or special teams, has to be able
to pick the other one up.”

Wilhelm thought his collegiate
career had ended with a loss until an
assistant coach came and lifted him up
— literally.

“I watched the majority of the game
on the scorchoard anyway and obvious-
Iy 1 saw the incompletion and went
down to my knees and Sorie Kanu, our
grad assistant, pulled me up and said
that a flag had been thrown,” he said.

Wilhelm understood how some might
not agree with the call but said that's
just another part of the game.

“The officials are only human,” he
said. “And obviously every holding can’t
got called throughout the game. Every
block in the back is not called. As every-
one has their own opinion, it could have
gone either way.”

Florentine

for lunch or dinner
9()7 West Broad * Phone 228-2262
3 minutes from Broad & High
Adjacent free parking

A HANDWIDTH'S DIFFERENCE — OSU linebacker
Matt Wilhelm recently told reporters that he got a
thumb — but, sadly, not a full hand — on the field
goal that Miami used to push the Fiesta Bowl into

overtime.

One More Stop

One of the hallmarks of the OSU
defense throughout the undefeated
season was its red-zone defense, On its
final stop of the season, OSU went
with a familiar call, though in an
unusual situation.

Miami had the ball first-and-goal at
the OSU 2 in the second overtime,
After failing to score on the first three
plays (an incomplete pass sandwiched
by two runs), OSU took out its goal-
line unit and instead opted for a blitz
by weakside linebacker Cie Grant
because the OSU conches felt a pass
play was coming. They were right.

Grant blitzed from the left side and
went untouched, hurling Dorsey to the
ground as the quarterback tossed a
desperation pass that fell in front of
08U defenders at the goal line.

“Typically the call that we ran,
Tight Will Tulsa, was a call that we
ran in the red zone all year long, so
much that teams would be prepared
for this blitz once they reached the red
zone,"” Wilhelm said.

“And we had goal-line personnel in
there the first three downs, expecting
run, some run-type of action to get in
there. But they obviously ran the per-
sonnel off and we ran our regular per-
sonnel on and the decision was correct.

“We applied the right amount of
pressure. Cie (Grant) got enough of
Ken Dorsey that he had to throw an
errant ball.”

Hitchhiking to Overtime

The play in the Fiesta Bowl
Wilhelm will probably most be remem-
bered for was the hit that-knocked
Dorsey out of the game for a play on
the Hurricanes' possession in the sec-
ond overtime. The crushing quarter-
back pressure is not what Wilhelm
remembers most vividly, however.

Miami placekicker Todd Sievers

sent the game into
overtime with a 40-
yard field goal as
regulation expired
The kick just got

inside the right
upright
But it almost

never made it that
far. What Wilhelm

remembers in
alightly making
contact with the

ball when he
attempted to block
the kick.

“For me, it was
the field goal to go
into overtime,”
Wilhelm said,
“Dustin Fox and 1
were both jumpers
and the ball hit my
thumb, When you
say football is a
game of inches, you
just realize how far
is it from my thumb
to my hand

*So if it hits solid
on my hand the
game is over and we
don't even talk
about the first over-
time national cham-
pionship game ever.
In my mind, person-
ally, that's what
sticks out to me.”

ST BREHM

Getting It Done

Krenzel knows his 7-0f-21 passing
with two interceptions aren't statistics
that conjure images of Heisman
Trophy winner Carson Palmer or even
some of the gquarterbacks O5U fuced
this season.

He nlso knows his team won 14
games and won a national title and
that he ran for a carcer- and game-
high 81 yards in the Fiesta Bowl. This
was just another example of him find-
ing a way to win the game

“If I proved anything, it's what it
takes to win football games,” Krenzel
said, *You don't need the big, flashy
numbers. Obviously, & quarterback in
this type of system really isn't going to
sport those kind of numbers. We're a
run-oriented power attack. But you
just have to take care of the football,
make good decisions, and get the team
into the right play

“And if you can do that with as
strong o defense as we had and the
special teams that we have, you're
going to win a lot of football games.”

Nothing To See Here

Krenzel owned up to missing the
team bus to the hotel following the
Fiesta Bowl, but he denied that a
police escort was summoned to pick
him up.

“1 don't know where that came
from,” he said. *1 did miss the bus but
I ended up getting a ride back with my
mom and dad. They dropped me off at
the hotel and stayed there for a little
bit and celebrated and then went back
to their hotel.”

It was OSU coach Jim Tressel who
did a little embellishing on his quar-
terback’s mode of transportation in
Tempe

“I don't know where he heard that,
but I got a ride back with my parents,”
Krenzel said, “It was a long walk back
to the car”
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Staff Writer

The Tostitos Fiesta Bowl was just
another typical game for OSU sophomore
Chris Gamble

Although his string of tworway starta
was broken ot five, Gamble certainly had
an impact on both sides of the ball as the
Buckeyes upset top-ranked Miam (Fla.)
41-24 to win the national championship

Here is some of what Gamble accom-
plished in helping OSU win its first
national title in 34 years:

* Offensively, he caught two passes for
69 vards, including a 57-yard bomb that
helped pave the way for a third-quarter
OSU field goal

* Gamble was the receiver on the spot
on the game's critical play, when Miami
freshman cornerback Glenn Sharpe
interfered with him in the end zone. The
penalty prolonged the game in overtime,
allowing the Buckeyes to tie the game
and eventually win it in the second extra

erind.

* Defensively, he tallied five tackles
and also helped OSU keep the wraps on
Miami's explosive deep threat, Andre
Johnson, who finished with just four
catches for 64 yards

* Fur the sixth time this year, Gamble
exceeded 100 plays. Against Miami, he
was on the field for 120 of the game's 178
plays — all 77 on defense, 32 on offense
and 11 on special teams

But for Gamble there was more than
just o national championship at stake
The native of Sunrise, Fla., just north of
Minmi, was playing for state bragging
righta

I had a lot o
gonna lu.-\_
said of what he i
home for Thanksgiving

Gamble said he has a Jot of pride in his
hometown and lus home state
though he chose to go north to play his
college football

“l just love Florida,” he said. “That’s
where | was born and raised. There's
nothing like Florida, But 1 wanted to go
to Ohio State. That's the college 1
dreamed of going to.”

0SU has given Gamble a platform,
certminly, to showcase his talent. He
started 12 of the 14 games this year at
fanker and the lust six at cornerback and
was the team's leading punt returnor to
boot.

All of that exposure led Big Ten coach-
es to name Gamble o first-toam All-Big
Ten pick on defense. A national panel of
media members made him o third-team
Associated Press All-American

The Sporting News, among other pub-
lications, has taken notice. It named
Gamble among 13 early picks for the
2003 Heisman Trophy.

“He is a multitalented player who does
more than do-it-all 1997 Heisman Trophy
winner Charles Woodson,” TSN's Tom
Dienhart wrote

To hear Gamble speak after the Fiesta
Bowl, he has no plan to drop his two-way
designation anytime soon

“] still want to play both ways,” he
said. 1 want to contribute to the team
any way | can so we can win the champi-
onship back to back.”

Gamble became OSU's first two-way
starter in at least three decades. All of his
exploits helped Gumble share team MVP
honors with quarterback Craig Krenzel
He became the first sophomare to win the

wople telling me, Y all
onna lose,'” Gamble
when he

Yl
went
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ust Another Ho-Hum Game For Gamble

team MVP award since
Archie Griffin in 1973

That was high praise on
a team that also included
first-team  All-Americans
such as Mike Doss and Matt
Wilhelm

“] had no idea they were
Eong to plck me as the co-
MVP," said Gamble. “It felt
real good just to hear my
name. | was real excited

“We had a lot of good ath-
letes on the team. | thought
maybe Michael (Jenkins) or
Maurice Clarott maybe
desorved it. But they picked
me and Craig.”

08U conch Jim Tressel
said it was a no-brainer to
put the 6-2, 180-pound
Clamble over on defense

“Anytime you make per-
sonnel decisions, there s a
question of whether this is
the best thing to do for the
team,” Tressel said.

“Would we have been 13-
0 without him at corner? |
don't know. I know Chris
Gamble had an impact. The
players felt that way and
they voted him the co-MVP
of the team. They felt he had
n tremendous impact.”

0SU defensive coordina:
tor Mark Dantonio was only
too glad to have Gamble's
help in the second half of the
AQason
“He plays with high effort
on both sides of the ball”
Dantomo sad. “1 a
great situation » MVP
award) tells you
players think of hin

08U opened the season
with Richard MeNutt oppo-
site Dustin Fox at corner
But McNutt's chronic ankle
injury sent him to the side-
line. Freshman EJ
Underwood started two mid-
SOASON FAMEeS

But by this time, OSU had begun
using Gamble as a red-zone replacement
at corner. He came up big with late-game
intercoplions to preserve wins over
Cincinnati and Wisconsin

“I think we knew all along he could
help us on defense,” Tressel said, “When
Richard McNutt went down, I think we
just decided we needed some more matu-
rity on the field and we went with Chris.”

Finally, the decision was made to start
Gamble both ways for the Penn State
Fame

“They put me out there and [ just
wanted to play my heart out,” Gamble
gd, “In the spring, I did it a little bit.
Then, in the summer, they gave me more
of & chanee to go out there and play DB,

“In practice, | go to offense first, then
for half of practice I go to defense.”

On the year, Gamble was OSU's sec-
ond-leading receiver with 31 catches for
499 yards (16.1 average). His only offen.
sive touchdown came on o 43.yard
reverse against Indiana,

Delensively, Gamble led the Buckeyes
with four interceptions, including a 40-
vard touchdown return against Penn
State that gave the Buckeyes the lead for
good in a tight 13-7 win. He also had a
pick to preserve the all-too-tight 10-6 win
at Purdue

IF HE HAD A NICKEL FOR EVERY PLAY — Once again,
Chris Gamble was on the field for the majority of the plays
in the Fiesta Bowl — over 100, in fact.

He also averaged 23.0
yards on kick returns and
8.4 yards on punt returns,
where he rarely resorted to
the fair cateh

“We always knew Chris
could play on the defensive
side of the ball” Dantonio
said. “It was Coach Tressel's
decision to allow us to use
him a little bit. Whenever he
went in there, he made
plays

“Tt was sort of a gradual
thing. He started out just
plaving a play or two. Then
against Northwestern, it
may have been six. Then
Wisconsin, it may have been
15. The Penn State game, he
went the whole distance,

“We found out he could do
it and was in condition, so
we stayed with it.”

Gamble agreed his move
to being a full-time defensive
player had been a gradual
one.

*I was thinking about
playing receiver, but as the
senson went on 1 thought
more about playing defense
as well,” he said

Speaking prior to the
Fiesta Bowl, Gamble shared
his favorite moment of the
regular season

“That was probably
Purdue,” Gamble said
“When Michael Jenkins

caught that pass on fourth-
and-1, 1 was very nervous, |
didn't think he was going Lo
catch it, but he came up
with the big cateh. 1 was
excited

“Then they got the ball
back and were driving it. ]
saw the receiver go deep and
I went back there and got
the interception. That was
the biggest game of my life.”
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The lack of respect for the national
champion Ohio State football team seems to
continue,

During week after weak of winning foot-
ball, the team received little respect due to
the tight nature of some of its victories.
Then, heading into the Fiesta Bowl —
which many said the Buckeyes didn't
deserve to be in — fow outside the OSU
community gave the team a chance of win-
ning.

Now, with a 31-24 victory over Miami
and the crystal championship trophy in
hand, many across the nation — especially
some sore-losing Hurricane fans — are try-
ing to say the win is somehow tainted
because of the pass interference call in the
first overtime that gave the Buckeyes new
life, even after fireworks had gone off and
the 'Canes had stormed the field in what
they thought was victory.

I've got to draw the line here,

I've seen the play in question over and
over. If it wasn't interference, it was holding
or a face mask penalty, all of which would
have created the same resull. And this was-
n't the last play of the game, Miami still had
a chance to come back and win. But the
vaunted Hurricane offense, with first-and.
goal ot the OSU 2, was unable to score after
perhaps the most important goal-line stand
in Ohio State's storied football history.

I think the people claiming foul are the
same ones who never gave the Buckeyes a
chance and they are having a hard time
admitting they were wrong about it. If the
Hurricanes were 8o much better than Ohio
State, why did the game come down to — in
their eyes — one play and one official’s call?
The game should have been 42-10, remem-
ber?

Besides, if you want to gripe about offici-
ating, Miami held on virtually every play
they made a substantial gain on. I'm not
talking touchy-feely holding, I'm talking
mugging holding. OMiciating tends to even
out ovér the course of n game.

The Buckeyes are the champions and all
the whining in the world is not going to
change that

The Defining Moment

When people lock back at the 1968 Ohio
State football team, OSU's last national
champion, they often point to the game with
Purdue that year as one of the key points in
the season. The Boilermakers, who came
into that '88 game ranked No. 1 in the coun-
try, had thrashed the Buckeyes the year
hefore, 41-6,

In a game reminiscent of ene featuring
this vear’s Buckeyes, Ohio State held
Heisman Trophy candidate Leroy Keyes to
only 19 yards rushing, pressured quarter-
back Mike Phipps into just 10 of 28 passing
for 106 yards, and stopped the powerful
Boilermakers in the red zone three times to
score o 13-0 victory

Also  reminiscent of the current
Buckeyes, senior quarterback Bill Leong,
who had been banished to the bench in
favor of Super Soph Rex Kern, answered the
eall when Kern was injured and scored Ohio
State’s only offensive touchdown on a 14-
yard run. Just as Lydell Ross and Maurice
Hall filled in when Maurice Clarett was
injured, Long, who had previously been a
starter, answered the call.

And as the Purdue game may have
defined the 1968 championship season, 1
think the Purdue game in 2002 defined this
most recent championship campaign. The
game with the Boilermakers this time
around, particularly the 37-yard touchdown
pass from Craig Krenzel to Michael Jenkins
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Hey, Miami, Quit Whining And Kiss Our Rings

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

on fourth-and-1 to win the game, in my
mind illustrated everything that was right
about the Buckeyes this year.

The play demonstrated poise, big-play
ability, n willingness to fight until the end
and, with an interception by Chris Gamble
moments later to preserve the win, the
game also demonstrated Ohio State’s cham-
pionship-caliber defense.

The Buckeyes' experience in the dramat-
i¢ win at Purdue had to help them when
they were faced with overtime at Illinois o
week later and in overtime at the Fiesta
Bowl.

Just as the 1968 win over the
Boilermakers is now part of OSU football
lore, 80 too will be the game at West
Lafnyette from this past season.

The Sweet Kiss Of Victory

Ohio State players like to say that no one
believed they could win the national cham-
pionship. When they say that, I think they
mean no one outside the Buckeye nation.
Surely the players knew that their fans
thought the Buckeyes could win.

I think most fans probably viewed the
Fiesta Bow! like I did. They believed that
because of Ohio State’s outstanding defense,
the Buckeyes certainly had a chance. [ don
think that anyone would have been sur-
prised if the Buckeyes had lost because —
unlike many in the Hurricane family
toward the Buckeyes — Buckeye fans
respected Miami and its accomplishments
But I don't believe those who watched the
Buckeyes all season were completely sure
prised by the victory — thrilled, but cer-
tainly not stunned,

The beauty of being such a substantial
underdog is that little is expected of you.
Unless Ohio State had been blown out, most
would have been disappointed but still
proud if OSU had lost. That was my atti-
tude going into the game.

But [ have to tell you: Once the game
unfolded, once the Buckeyes put themselves
in a position to win, [ would not have been
satisfied if they had lost. As the game
appeared to be slipping away, [ kept think-
ing of that old saying about a tie being like
kissing your sister. A moral victory would
have been like kissing my sister (nothing
personal, sisters Shoshana and Elizabeth,
it's a sports gimile)

I guess, now that there is overtime in col-
lege football, the kissing your sister saying
will go the way of leather helmels and sin-
gle platoons. Interestingly, we at BSB have
always attributed the sister quote to leg-
ondary Michigan State coach Hugh "DufTy”
Daugherty. A recent search on the Internet
showed the quote being attributed to both
Paul “Bear” Bryant and Darrell Royal.

A check of the Michigan State media
guide lists many “Duffyisms,” as they call
them, but none about ties, so I guess it was-
n't Daugherty who first used it. Here are
some of my favorite Duffyisms, though:

“Football is not a contact sport,” he once
snid. “It's a collision sport. Dancing is a good
iden of a contact sport.”

He once apologized to a group of sports-
writers for being late to a luncheon: “The
one place I'm never late to is practice,” he
said. “It doesn't start until I get there.”

Of MSU's triple option, he once said:
“The object is to bypass the defensive tackle

and end in the flow of the play without
blocking them. That's easy for us. We never
blocked them anyhow.”

And of the same formation, he noted,
“It's really o quadruple option the way we
do it. Wa hand the ball off, pitch it out, pass
it or maybe we just let it lie there on the
ground where we dropped it.”

Daugherty once knocked over a cup of
coffee on a table full of play diagrams.
“Wall, we've got to learn to play on a wet
field anyway."

And when asked by a reporter at the
beginning of the season whom he was most
happy to see returning that year, he replied
without hesitation: “Me."

Championship Issues Available

We have extra copies of our Jan. 11
“National Champs” issue of Buckeye Sports
Bulletin available for $4, which includes
postage and handling. You can order as
many copies as you would like, while sup-
plies last. Send your check, money order or
credit card number to PO. Box 12453,
Columbus, Ohio 43212, -For credil card
orders or information, eall (614) 486-2202.

Many have taken advantage of our two-
for-one subscription offer and added the $4
to send the championship issue to the per-
son to whom they are giving the free sub.

scription, This makes a nice — and cheap
— gift to those Buckeye fans you know who
are not already subscribing to BSB.

As the demand (or the two-for-one spe-
cial has stayed strong, we are continuing to
offer it. Renew your subscription at the reg.
ular price and give a second subscription
for free. Or give subscriptions to two of your
Buckeye fan friends for only $58 tolal
Everybody's a Buckeye fan these days, so
let them enjoy BSB and you can throw in
the championship issue for just $4 more

Down, But Hardly Out

Right when it seemed that nearly every-
one was writing the Ohio State basketball
team off, the Buckeyes scored their improb-
able 81-69 victory over nationally ranked
Indiana. 1 guess we should know by now
that you should never underestimate a Jim
O'Brien-conched team.

If and when the Buckeyes get healthy,
they could be a handful. The emergence of
Shun Jenkins against the Hoosiers was cer-
tainly a positive sign for the Big Ten cam-
paign

The question would seem to be whether
the Buckeyes dug themselves into too deep
u preseason hole to make it to the NCAA
tourney for a fifth straight year. Those who
lamented OSU's cupeake schedules from
previous years might wish the Buckeyes
had o lighter slate this time around

1f the basketball team is going to be down
this season, this might be a good year for it
because the glare on the football team will
take some of the spotlight off O'Brien’s squad

rabilia section and much more.
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