By STEVE HELWAGEN
Duckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

There is football recruiting and then
there is Bobby Bowden football recruiting.

The venerable Florida State coach and
his mfl'ugmn showed why they run the
game's pwuemment program right now by
clearly winning the national recruiting
battle for 2001.

FSU received all six first-place votes in
BSB's consensus poll of national recruit-
ing experts, taking the title easily over
second-place Michigan and third-place
[.SU. Ohio State ended up in a tie for 14th
with USC (see graphic),

“Florida State completely dominated
the scene at the end,” said Allen Wallace
of Californin-based SuperPrep. *They won
in a landalide.

“Thoy signed nine of the top 15 players
in Florida. Then they went to California,
Georgia, Minnesota — wherever they
wanted to go — and got the players they
wanted, It was an amazing effort.”

When the dust had settled on national
signing day Feb. 7, Florida State had
signed 10 of Rivalsl00.com Recruiting's
national top 100 players (see graphic,
page 11).

Included in that mﬁ were signing-
day announcements by Florida defensive
back Jerome Carter, Florida linebacker
Willie Jones and
Kentueky running
back Eric Shelton.

*They always
close strong,” said
Rick Kimbrel of
California-based
PrepStar maga-
zine. “It's almost
like they sandbag

pll!h:lil mnkin a

i on sign-
ing day. 1t slmeet Erio Shelton
like they orches-
trate it. I wrote on Sunday night before
signing day that they were still waiting on
six of our Dream Team players (n.ul.mlul
top 120) to decide and they all came in."

Other notables to pick FSU from the
Rivals100 list included Californin eorner-
back Dominic Robinson, Florida linemen
Chauncey Davis and Ron Lunford,
Minnesota quarterback Joe Mauer,
Florida receiver Craphonss Thorpe,
Florida defensive back Gerard Ross and
Georgia lineman Eric Broe,

Muauer, USA Today's national offensive
player of 'the year, was among five FSU
signees selected to that newspaper's 48-
man All-USA team.. The others were
Shelton, Thorpe, Carter and Robinson.

*They signed three All-American quar-
terbacks with Mauer, (Florida's) Adrian
McPherson and  (Georgia's) Matt
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Bowden Gets His Due From Recruiting Experts

Henshaw,” Wallace said. “Joe Mauer may
o and play baseball, but he could always
come back like Chris Weinke did.”

In the days leading up to signing day,
it appeared that the race was wide open
between several schools, But. Tom

of Illinois-based Prep Football
Report said he had FSU all along.

“They were unbelievable at the end”

he said. *Everyone was saying Oklahoma

or LSU was going to be No, 1, but I kept :

saying, ‘Watch out for Florida State,"”

“That run was just amazing,” added
Rivals100.com's Jeremy Crabtree, *“The
only guy they lost at the end was (Ohio
running bnck] Maurice Hall, and they
weren't him anyway. 1 think
everybody figured he'd end up at Ohio
State all along”

FSU became the second unanimous
winner in the six years of BSB's consen-
sus poll, joining Texas' class from 1999
The Seminoles spoiled in-state rival
Florida'a shot at a unanimous title last
year, garnering one of the six first-place
voltes.

Michigan won the tightest consensus
poll race 3»2 over UCLA in 1998, while
Ohio State (1996) and Florida State
(1997) were comfortable winners,

‘The Wolverines held off LSU for sec-
ond place this year behind the signing of
seven Rivalal00.com top 100 playera.

“Michigan got players everywhero,
includm( three~USA Today first-team
in (Michigan DB) Ernest Shazor,
(Ponmylvam DB) Marlin Jackson and
(Michigan RB) Kelly Baraka,” said Phil
Grosz of Pennsylvania-based G&W
Recruiting Report.

(For more on Michigan's recruiting
T{E‘F‘ soe the Big Ten roundup on pages

LSU coach Nick Saban attacked his
first full recruiting effort with the Tigers
head on. He landed six Rivals100.com top
100 players, including in-state stars tight
end Marcus Spears, defensive tackle
Marquise Hill, wide receiver Michael
Clayton and offensive linemen Andrew
Whitworth and Rudy Niswanger.

“Nick Saban did an incredible job,”
Grosz said. “They put a picket fence
around Louisiana and got nine of the
state's top 10 kids. The important thing is
that four of those guys were among the
top throe at their position in the country.”

Wallace added, "What they did was
absolutely amazing. He has reignited that
whole situation in an incredible fashion.
Right now, Nick Saban is one of the top
three younj in America with Rick
Neuheisel and Bob Stoops.”

There were some raised eyebrows a
year ago when Saban left Michigan State
for the lucrative job at LSU — and he did-
n't take any of his MSU nasistants with
. him. But the move paid off,
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The Ohlo Football
Recrulting News 1
4 Florida State - Florida State 2 Michigan
2 Michigan 2 0 3 Toxas
3 Lsu 3 Lsu a Lsu
L] Oklahoma. L] Michigan ] Miaml (Fla.)
5 Toxas 5 Texas 1] Tennossese
6 Miami (Fla.) 6 wi 7 Oklahoma
T Tennvssee T Miaml (Fla.) 8 UcLAa
] ‘Washington 8 Tennossee 9 Washington
9 Nobraska 9 UCLA 10 (tie) OHIO STATE
10 UCLA 10 Nobraska 10 (tle) USC
PHIL GROSZ TOM LEMMING ALLEN WALLACE
GAW Recrulting Report Prop Football Report SuperPrep
i Florida State 1 Florida State 1 Florida State
2 Texns 2 Michigan 2 LSu
3 Lsu 3 Lsu a Miehigan
4 Michlgan 4 Texas 4 Toxas
5 Oklahoma 5 Tennesseo 6 _ Washington
6 ‘Washington 6 Oklahoma [ Oklahoma
7 Miami (Fla.) 7 Miaml (Fla.) 7 Nebraska
8 Tennosseo 8 Washington ] Virginla Tech
9 UCLA 9 Clemson 8 UcLA
i0 Clemson i0 Wisconsin 10 Clemson
NATIONAL RECRUITING EXPERTS CONSENSUS POLL
(Determined by voting points; First-place votes in parentheses)
1 Flordda State (B) €0 | © Washington 22|11 Clamson 4
2  Michigan 9] 7 Miami (Fla.) 23| 12 Virginia Tech 3
3 Lsu 48 | @ Tennessee 21|13 ‘Wisconsin i
4  Texas a3 9 ucLA 11 | 14 (the) OHIO STATE 0.6
5  Oklahoma 36 |10  Nebraska T | 14 (te) USC 0.6

“When Saban got there, he brought in
Lomuming

a Southern staff,” said: “That
was really, really smart. They were able to
hold on to everything in their own state.”

Texas came. next with three
Rivals100.com top 100 players, including
in-state standouts running back Cedric
Benson, lineman Jonathan Seott and line-
backer Derrick Johnson,

took seven offensive linemen
and they all look to be good ones,” said
Crabtree, whose Rivals100.com service is
based in Texas,

Speaking of Texas, that is where
Oklahoma —_
fresh off a nation-
al championship
— did somo heavy
damage. The
Sooners got 14 of
their 29 nignees
from the Lone
Star State, includ-
ing that state's top
player in defen-
Bive lineman

'Iig]r?mw Harris of Tommie Harris .

Harris was one of five Rivals100 top
100 players to sign with OU, joining fel-
low Texas stars wide receiver Brandon
Jones, defensive end Jonathan Jackson
and running back Donta Hickson na well
a8 Louisiana quarterback Brent Rawls,

“They got back into Texas and got
some really good kids, including Tommie
Harris,” Grosz said. “Some say he was the
best player in Texas and the best defen-
sive lineman in the country.”

Washington, with three Rivals100 top
100 signees, eame next at gixth in the con-
sensus poll. The Huskies, with Neuheisel
calling the shots, bagged Florida receiver
Charles Frederick, Illinois quarterback
Casey Paus and in-state receiver Reggie
Williams, who lpu.mod Michigan.

One af the nation's biggest succeas sto-
ries was at Miami (Fla.), where the 'Canes
still pulled in the nation's seventh-ranked
class despite the 11th hour departure of

head conch Butch Davis to the NFLs
Cleveland Browns. Assistant Larry
Coker, a former Ohio State assistant, was
elevated to the top spot, and Miami held
on to all of its key pros

Minmi inked five \rnl.llUO top 100
players, including New York linebacker
Leon Willinms, Delaware defensive tackle
Orien Harris and Florida defensive back
Antrel Rolle,

*They got a great class despite losing
Butch Davis,” Grosz said. “They got Leon
Williama away from Penn State late in

the 5

'ﬂw they do it just blows my mind.
They play in a dump at the Orange Bawl
and they don't get anybody to their
games. But they do have a big attraction
in South Beach.”

"'I'hcy kept the class together with the

of everything going on in um last.
fow dﬂ:rl. Kimbrel ‘ said. “They lifted
Frank Gore from Ole Miss and reclaimed
Kevin Everett from Texas, They got Orien
Harris, who was our No, 2 defensive line-
man in the country.

*They fought off the disaster of Davia
leaving so late, Larry Caker was a good cap-
tain of that ahip to keep things together.”

Tennessee got six Rivals100 players
but finished eighth in the consensus poll.
The Vols nailed down two of the top four
players on that list in California line-
backer Kevin Simon (No. 2) and Georgia
running back Jabari Davis (No. 4).

UCLA, finishing ninth, signed four
Rivals100 players. The key name was
Californin safety Matt Ware. .

“They did pretty well, although they
lost (in-state USA Today national defen-
sive player of the year) Shaun Cody to
USC at the last minute,” Grosz said.

Nebraska, never known for having top-
ranked recruiting classes, rounded out
the consensus poll top 10, True to form,
the "Huskers did not have a single player
on the Rivals100 top 100 list.

The following are comments from each
of the six experts used in the consensus
poll on Ohio State's recruiting effort.
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Kuralic

“Bill Kurelic of Dublin, Ohio-based The
Ohio Football Recruiting News ranked
0SU's 17-man class third in the Big Ten
and 16th nationally.

“The way things finished at the end,
that was borderline & ar,” Kurelic
said. “They had four guys they were after
and got all four.”

Kurelic noted the importance of new
head conch Jim Tressel retaining recruit-
ing coordinator Bill Conley.

“(Conley) had been working on those
players for over a year,” Kurelic said.
“They started recruiting n lot of them
prior to their junior season. They had a lot
of continuity with him staying on board. I
thought Tim Speneer and Jim Heacock
were instrumental as well,

“Muark Dantonio came in and helped
out. But it all starts at the top, Jim
Treasel was o tireloss worker from the

moment he got the job and he hasn't -

lwppod worhun yot. He's nlrendy work-
ing on juniors for next

Kurelic belioves OSU solidified its
ground gume with this attack.

*If you look at Ohio State’s needs,
there certainly could be an opportunity
for a running back from this class to play
right away," he said, *Both Lydell Ross
and Maurice Hall have a chance to be
something special. Maybe they'll be a spe-
cinl tandem because Ohio State is going to
play more than one running back.

“Obviously, I like Redgie Arden and
Dustin Fox. They are two of my top three
players in Ohio. They cach have a chance
to have great careers at Ohio State.”

Crabtree

Crabtree’s Rivalsl00 service uses a
rating system to rank each school's
efforts. Those rankings are then tweaked,
he said, based on each school's needs,
speed and balance.

Prior to OSU's big finish, Rivalsl100

had the Buckeyes 47th nationally.
Crabtree said OSU would be 20th in the
final rankings, however.
“They rolled at the end,” Crabtree said.
“That was one of the most impressive
recruiting jobs in the nation this year. We
were going to list Ohio State as one of our
disappointments, but things changed sud-
denly for them at the end.

“(Angelo) Chattams was the guy who
got the ball rolling. When he committed to
them, that signaled that it was OK to go
back and be a Buckeye.”

Arden, Chattams, Hall and defensive
end Simon Fraser were all named to the
Rivals100 top 100,

“Maurice Hall is special,” Crabtree
said. “I also like Simon Fraser. Ho has the
frame to bulk up and maybe play defen-
lui::‘t.n.nkle. You can't teach a frame like

L.

“Fox is a good, handyplnyor. He's prob-
ably a strong safety, He's not a real speed-
ster, but he thonu intangibles,

"Imiel] Ross is a big back, the kind you
need to win games in the Big Ten.”

Grosz

Grosz picked OSU fifth in the Big Ten
behind Michigan, Wisconsin, Penn State
and Purdue,

“The best part of Ohio State’s class is
the three running with Maurice
Hall, JaJa Riley and Lydell Ross,” Grosz
said, “How they got Hoss to leave Florida
I will never know. He took n late visit
there and they got him. He must not have
been satisfied with Notre Dame or
Florida,

“Holding on to [wn\rering verbals)
Dustin Fox and Angelo Chattams was
also a key"”

Grosz balmru OSU may already have
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a leg up on next year's class.

“The Ohio State fans should
already be oxcited about is they've
already wrapped up Maurice Clarett and
Drushaun Humphreys and [ think they
aro the big leader for Justin Zwick,” he
said. “Thoy all know and like Jim
Tressel.”

Kimbrel

Kimbrel's PrepStar magazine gave
Ohio State its best marks, tying the
Buckeyes with USC for 10th place nation-
ally.

“1 think "n-uml is going to be really
good,” he said. “One thing that was key
wukuphgﬁm&dmlthlﬂlnm
arous school that kids far and wide
about. They kept the majority of the good
unumluu,mdthatunhlh.ngta!a:f
they're going to be successful.”

Kimbrel gave OSU high marks for
snagging California back JaJa Riley.

“JaJa Riley is an outstanding back,” ho
said. “I know that every Pac-10 school
wanted him. That was a great get for the
Cooper stafl’ and even bigger for Treasel
and his guys to hang on to him.

‘mcynllodldamnt,\ubmthhhunu .
hometown.”

Hall there in ﬂ‘mrm

Lemming
lnmmuu had not finalized his rank-
gs beyond the top 10 but said OSU
n.lr.l likely fall between No. 16 and No.
25.

“They did great for the circumstances,”
said. "At one point 1 didn't
think they would be in the top 40.

did well at the end to land Hall
and Ross and to keep Chattams and Fox.
I know Fox nearly went to Penn State.

“If Chris Gamble gets his grades, he
could be a good player for them. Chattams
could be a great one. I think Adam Olds is
pretty steady. He could be a captain there
ono day.”
hmlmming liked OSU's haul at running

“JaJa is a terrific talent as & running
back or a DB,"” he said. “He also has good
hands and could be a receiver.
Humm a lot of good backs in

i is year, but I thought Lydell
Ross was the best. And that's not all
because of performance, but also because
of size. He's 6-0, 210 pounds and runs a
legit 4.5 or 4.45 40. When he squares his
shoulders, defenders kind of cringe
because he can run them over.

“Simon Fraser looks skinny at 240
pounds. With that frame, he could proba-
hiy get up to 270 or 280 pounds. Maybe

rt this  your and get up to the
270 -pound range."

Lemming assembles the prep All-
American team for ESPN, That team will
be featured in a special on that network at
1 p.m. Mon., Feb. 19. It will be replayed
throughout the rest of the month.

Wallace

Wallaco rated OSU 16th in the nation
for SuperPrep.

“The coaching switch helped Ohio

" State,” he said. “From a national perspec-

tive, people viewed John Cooper as an
excellent coach. But inside the state,
which is where Ohio State focuses much
of its attention, people wanted a change.

“They were sick and tired of losing to
Michigan.”

08U ended up signing nine SuperPrep
All-Americans.

“We had Simon Fraser and Redgie
Arden on our Elite 60 and those two ns
well as Dustin Fox were on our Super
100," he said. “Plus, we liked Angelo
Chattams and Chris Gamble. They were
also SuperPrep All-Americans”

Here is a look at the final Rivals100.com national top 100 list, ranked from No.
1 down to No, 100. Ohlo State received verbal commitments from four of these
players and had seven of them make visits (denoted with asterisks).
Pos. Name HL. Wi. 40 Hoemetown Signed With
RB  Maevin Jones G0 200 4.23 Chester (Pa) Cardinal O'Hara  Virginka Tech
LB Waevin Simon 60 210 4.8 Concord (Caiif) Do La Salle Tennesses
WR  Roscoe Crosty 62 105 44 Buffalo (5.C.) Unlon Clemson
RO Jabad Davis 60 230 48 Stone Mountaln (Ga.) Tucker \‘m
DT Tommbe Hars 63.27T5 48 Wieen (Texns) ENison

5  Emest Shazor 64 200 45 Detrolt Martin Luther King lllmlnn

5 Matt Ware 63 105 4.40 Los Angeles Loyoln
CB  Domink Robinson G2 200 4.4 Diamond Bar, Calf. Mnluu
TE  Marcus Spesrs 66 270 408 Daton Aouge (Lo.) Southern Lab LSU
QB Brodle Croyle 63 186 4.71 Rainbow City, Ma.

DE  Shaun Cody 65 240 4.7 Haclenda Helghts (Calf) Los Atos USC

OL  Biake Larsen 67 205, 5.01 Attantic, lowa lowa

LB Leon Willlama 63 232 4.4 New York Canarsle vlami (Fla.)
0T Marguise Hill G8 200 4.76 New Orsans De La Salle LSy

‘WH  Charles Frederick 511 170 4.45 Doca Raton (Fa) Pope John Paul Washington
OL  Ban Wiserson 64 205 4.8 Hemphid, Texas Lsu

DE Chauncey Davis © €2 230 4.6 Aubundale, Fa, Floilda State
0L Ron Lunford 66 320 50 Jacksonville (Fla.) Ed Whith Flodda Stats
L Michoel Craven 62 218 4.0 Palm Desert (Callf,) Lo Quinta  Standord

OL  Jonathan Soott 67 286 5.0 Dalas Carter Toxas

CB  Ahmad Corroll 100 4.4 Adlanta Arkanua
OL  Chris Spencer 64 305 52 Madisson (Miss,) Cantral Ola Miss
WR Williarns 64 215 44  Tecoma (Wash.) Lakewood Likos  Washington
RB  Wally Daraka 61 185 4.4  Portage (Mich.) Northern Michigan

L Marvin Simmons 61 210 4.5  Long Beach (Calif.) Poly Unsigned
WH  Michael Clayton 62 200 4.4 Baton Rouge (La) Chiistion Brothers LSU

DY Orien Harris G4 270 4.8 Newark, Del, Miaml (Fla.)
QB Joe Maver G4 205 4.7 5L Paul (Minn) Cretin Duham Hall Florida State
R Derrick Tinsley 61 180 44 Marletia, Ga. Tenrassee
DE  Marguis Eimom 64 230 4.05 Foluston IBI]MM ﬂurlh

RE  Comwell Willlams 511 102 4.42 Attalla (Na.) Etowah

RB  Cedric Benson 60 105 45 Midand (Texas) Lee

Qb DJ. Shockley 62 185 44 WMIMIMWM

5 Jeroma Carter 61 205 4.5 Lake City (Ala.) Columbla Florida Stats
€O Martin Jackson 61 185 4.5 Sharon, Pa. Michigan
WR  Tim Massaquol 64 215 4.6 Orefleld (Pa.) Parkiand Michigan'
OL  Andrew Whiworth 67 300 4.9  West Monroe, La, LSy
RO Cedrick Houston G0 200 4.4  Clarendon, Ak, Tennasves
OT  Chordes Rush 63 280 4.9 [Ere (Pa.) Cathedral Prep Penn State
DE  Plerre Woods 68 215 4.0 Cuwveland Glervillo Michigan
0L Jami Hightower 64 302 52 Jecksonville, Texss Tenas ARM
C8  Antrel Rote 60 200 4.4 Homestead (Fla.) South Dada  Mismi (Fla.)
L Derrick Johnson 64 205 4.4  Waco, Texas Taxas
R Frank Gore 610 100 4.45 Miami Corsl Gables Miaml (Fla.)
0L Mark LaVoir 6T 3048 5.0 £den Praire, Minn, Notre Dame
QB  Helen Clemens 62 100 4.8 Duns, Ore. Oregen
LB Lamarcus Rowell 63 212 487 Opelika, Ala. Auburm
DE  Jocques Dumas 68 240 4.78 Asheboro, N.C. Nerth Caretina
CB  Lamar Daker 511 180 4.5 Avondale (Air) Agua Fria Afzona State
WH  Aess Cuirle 511 180 4.4 Columbia (5.C) Richiand Northeast Clamaon
DT Lorenzo Aexander 62 202 5.2  Derkoy (Calif) S Mary's Californla
DE Pt Massey 68 235 4,7 Cleveland 51, \gnatus Michigan
WR  Craphonso Tharps 62 175 4.4 Tallshasses (Fla) Lincoln Florida Stats
OL  Robert Cleary 67 276 5.0 Lake Ewinore (Calt) Temescal Canyon UCLA
QO Matt Lainart 65 208 50 Santa Ana (Calil) Mater Dol USC

§  Gerard Ross 62 100 4.4 Jocksomile () Tinky Civistian  Florida State
RB  JR. Lemon 62 21T 45 Tyrone (Ga.) Sandy Creek Stanford
LB Jeb Huckeba G5 201 AAT Searcy (AK) Harding Academy  Arkansas
WR Jeromd Janet 511190 4.5 Tulsa (Oka) Unlon Mansas State
RO Maurlos Hall* 610 180 4.3 Columbus Breckhaven Ohla State
TE  Mak Arderaon 67 258 A7 Lewiston, Mont. Stanford
DT Antia Hewthorne G5 285 4.0 Mamden, Conn, Wisconsin
CB  Brett Bell 60 180 45 ({LN] South ‘Wi n
RB  Eric Shelton® G3 235 4.5 Lednglon (Ky) Bryan Station Florida State
LB Wilke Jones® G2 185 45 Miami Carol City Flarida State
Qb Casey Paus G5 200 4.7 MNew Lenox (il.) UincolnWay ‘Washington
OL  Shawn Andrews G4 320 5.1 Camden, Ak, Arkansas
WA Brandon Jones 61 195 4.54 Tearkena (Texas) UbertyCylsu  Oklahema

§  Clarence McDougal 61 200 4.52 Ciinton, Miss Mississippl State
RB  Thez Robinson 511 185 4.5 Lyons (Ga.) Toombs County South Carolina
LB Redgle Arden JL* 085 225 4.7 lrenton, Ohle Ohlo State
Q8 Drent Rawis &5 190 4.65 mluxwmum
DE  Jonathan Jackson G4 220 4,58 Houston North Shore
OL = Robert Bergman  ©6 280 5.2 Dakersfield, Calf, [Hl.l
QB Kyle Orton G4 200 4.8 Runneils (lows) Southeast Polk  Purdue
LB Scott MeClintock 63 240 4.58 Delle Vemon, Pa Michigan
R De'Arrius Howard 611 220 4.5  West Mamphis, A Arkansa
CB  Robert Boulware 511 185 4.38 mmcpw Tennessoe
WR  Rotsvious Biddle 60 170 4.4 Decsiuw, Ala Missisnippl
DT  Thomas Derricks 61 287 4.85 Dallas Jesut Prep Nmmum
WR Junior Taylor 63 185 4.4 Mesa, Az
OL  Eric Dioe 66 2756 5.0 mmmmwmnm
RD  Donta Hickson 510 185 4.4 McHinnay, Teus Oklahoma
QB Derek Ancerson 60 220 48 Scappoose, Cn. Oregon State
WR  Angelo Chattams® 511 185 4,45 Daylon Chaminsds Jllenns Ohio State

§ Jovonny Ward 61 210 448 Miaml Northwestern Unsigried
0L Zachary Giles 64 276 5.0 Marshfieid, Mass. Notre Dame
QD N Costa 611 100 4.28 Aoha, Ore. Arltona
07 Wayme Dickens 62 273 5.0 Lakeland (Fa.) Lake Gitisan Auburm
WH  Kevin Noel® 62 180 4.5 Napervite (i) Central Purdus
g8 CJ. Fayton 62 160 44 Vignls Baach, Va. Tennessee
DT Tyler Reed 63 305 50 Psburgh Thomas Jefferson Ponn State
WR  Eanvin Johnson G4 200 48 South Gate (Callf) Cathedral LMLV
QB Paul Troth 64 208 6.1 Charlotte (N.C.) Vance East Caroling
OL  Rudy Niswanger 66 205 506 Morsoe (La.) Ouchita Christian LSU
DE  Simon Fraser* G5 280 4.7 Uppet Ohle Ohlo State
LB Spencer Mawner 63 215 4,05 Nevada Chty (Call) Nevada Union UCLA
QO - Bisy Hart 62 190 45 MMI[C{ITJMHMM usc
TE  Baen Hall 65 220 4.59 Duncan, 5.C.

QU ' ingle Martin 64 205 4.6 Neshvitle (Tenn.) Bell Acaderny  Plerida
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By JEFF RAPP
Buckoyes Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Bill Conley has had more nerve-rack-

ing days.

Sure, he's bean involved with national
signing days when as many as 25 letters
of intent were pouring out of the fax
machine. But he's also had days when
some of those faxes didn't come over until
nearly 4 pm. Then there have been the
dreaded moments
when that one fax
never came.

So while virtu-
ally every hard-
core OSU fan was
sweating out local
star Maurice
Hall's decision on
the afternoon of
signing day, Feb.
7, Conley, OSU's
nationally regard-
ed recruiting coor-
dinator, was as cool as a polar bear. He
already had 16 letters from standout
players in hand and had every reason to
beliove Hall would put the cherry on the
sundae by sending his fax.

Hall did just' that shortly after his
press  conference  at
Brookhaven High School, sending his sig-
nature to OSU at about 1:45 p.m. That
ended a glorious day that began with
Redgio Arden's fux at about 7:16 a.m.

“Obviously, this is why you're in the
profession,” said Conley, who was courted
last month by Tenneasee to fill a similar
position for the Velunteers, *You're a
coach because you like competition, and
recruiting is part of that coaching process
That's why we do what we do 'I'hnt’s what
makes us go.

Bill Conley

“It's a lot of hard wurk and a lot of -

effort but it's worth it on a day like today.”

Conley, of course, is no stranger to suc-
cess when it comes to noteworthy recruit-
ing efforts. Approaching his 14th year as
an assistant at OSU, where he has been
the recruiting coordinator since 1991,
Conley has had a hand in several top-five
rated classes, including the 1996 class
that was deemed the nations best by
most analysta,

Mostly because of the relatively low
signing total of 17, most experts have
downgraded the Bucknyw' clasa a bit this
yoar and rate it right around 15th in the
nation and second or third in the Big Ten.
But considering that John Cooper was
fired Jan. 2 and O5U was without a head
coach until Jim Tressel was in place Jan.
18, most agree that Ohio State gave a
laudable effort,

Quality abounded in the class with

Columbus
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Recruiting Coordinator Didn’t Sweat This One

Hall and fellow well-rated tailbacks
Lydell Ross and JaJa Riley as headliners
along with linebacker Arden, safety
Dustin Fox, defensive ends Simon Fraser
and Marcus Green, and receivers Chris
Gamble and Angelo Chattams.

“Going into the bowl game we were
expecting up around 21, 22, poasibly 23
good players,” Conley admitted. “But we
still wanted to be very selective because of
our numbers and make sure we didn't
take a marginal-type athlete, The way it
worked out with the 17 we got, I don't
think we could have gotten a finer quality
17. It's got to be one of the top-quality
small classes in the country.”

There have been signing days in the
past when Conley looked like he needed
some well deserved R&R. This time, the
adrenaline was still flowing.

“We're very excited,” Con.ley said. “This
i.lngmatgruupof)‘oungmma.ndu
Coach Tressel said, we got not only good
football players but good students nnd.
great people.

“I think one thing he did when he went
into these homes and these schools, he
noldt]wpmnr.lbn}umm]]'unpunm
and I think that's why these guys are
Buckeyes."

Picking Up The Slack

Tressel, however, can't take all the
credit. The new head coach eventually
retained running backs coach Tim
Spencer, defensive line coach Jim
Heacock and Conley, who also oversees
the tight ends. That left those three to
mind the store during the most crucial
period of recruiting, and Conley to some-
how koep it all organized.

He had to make a plethora of calls and
appearances to recruits while Tressel
ndded to his staff and tried to put out
fires, In fact, the OSU coaches spent a
majority of their time in January working
on players like Chattams and Fox who
already had committed to Ohio State.

“I think you ean never take anything
for granted,” Conley said. “Even though a
Jot of these kids had committed, we went
after them and approached it as if they
were just new recruits, and I know Coach
Tressel did a great job of getting in every-
body’s home or school and seeing those
kida face-to-face.

“We not only continued on from that
point but we made sure we kopt the home
fires burning also. At the end weo were just
cautiously optimistic because it seemed
like the last three or four days things real-
ly started to fall into place.” -

Some national experta doubted OSU
could sign a quality class in light of the
coaching change. Still other skeptics said
08U would have no closing power with
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players because of Tressel, who came to
OSU after 15 years at Division I-AA
Youngstown State. But it turned out that
Conley carried the same charm with
recruits and Tressel had more name
thought.

*I think everybody in the state of Ohio
knew Jim Tressel” Conley said. *You
know a coach who's been coach of the year
as many times as he has and has won four
national championships, even though it's
L-AA. It's still four national champi-
onships — that's big. Coaches around the
country knew Jim Tressel, too,

“One thing that impressed me when
wo traveled around the country, particu-
larly south Florida, a lot of kids in the
homes and schools we went into knew
Coach Tressel because other kids from
those same had come up and
played at Youngstown State. He knows
areas of the country outside of Ohio, and
really thoy're areas we recruit also, That

-was a good bridge right there.”

Another smooth (transition was
Treasel's reputation for stressing educa-
tion combined with a pool of players with
lofty GPAs and academic records.

“We always want to recruit the best
student-athlete we can — I think you've
seen a change in that the last two or three
years, and we're continuing that process,”
said Conley, who claimed there was no
edict from on high to raise academic stan-
dards this year. “I think also there's been
a great improvement by schools around
the country and counselors around the
country and coaches around the country
who are making them more in demand.”

OSU did lose out on lineman Alphonso
Townsend, who had committed to OSU
last year before attending Fork Union
(Va.) Military Academy. But when
Townsend, who is still trying to gain eligi-
bility for next season, opted on signing
day to ink a letter of intent with Michigan
State instead of OSU, few fans com-
plained.

Conley also seemed to shrug off the
loas of Townsend, saying he thought the
prospect’s dnd.sion was o “toss-up” going
into the day.

Plus Conley was absolutely thrilled
OSU secured the services of Hall and
Roas in the final days.

Hall elaimed to have picked OSU over
Florida State on signing day, but Conley
believed all along that would be the deci-
sion.

“His parents (Reuben and Gloria Hall)
did a great job of coming over and spend-
ing time at the university and spending
time with Coach Tressel,” he said, “I think
that was the key because as they got to

“know him as a person they realized why

go somewhere else when right down the
road you had the type of program and the
type of head coach that ;vuud like to pln.y
for?™

Considered one of Ihu top running
backs in Florida, Ross tabbed OSU over
Florida and Notre Dame to the surprise of
many.
“He dido't fall in our lap,” Conley said.
“We just finally got him up here on the
vigit, He always liked Ohio State and was
excited about visiting, but when the
change took place he started having some
second thoughts, Coach Treasel, Coach
Heacock and Coach Spencer did a great
job of staying on him hard and going to
the school each week and talking to him.

“We felt all along that if Lydell made a

visit to this eampus and got to see all the
positives that we would have a legitimate
shot at him."

Unending Process

It's difficult, of course, for Conley to
feel full satisfaction with his handiwork.
For one, recruiting never ends at a major
program like Ohio State. For another,
few fans really know how much grunt
work is involved or all the reasons
‘(I)ohnnsu y Proapect did or didn't choose

However, the “sport” of recruiting has
taken on a whole new perspective recent-
ly with seemingly every move being fol-
lowed vin web gites, That, at least, adds a
little importance to the process.

“A lat of people today, and in the last
two or three years, follow the Internet
and follow recruiting more than anything
I've ever soen in the past,” Conley said. “I
mean, it's amazing. It used to be that
football was over at the end of the bowl
season, but now it's like an extra season
itsolf. And with the mass media it has
become something that is followed
around the country. So I think a lot of
people do recognize what we've done with

.this class, especinlly a lot of (other) foot-

ball programs.”

Naw the challenge is.to make them all
take notice again. The Buckeyea will be
in the market for several quality offen-
givo linemen, a couple of cornerbacks and
a topflight quarterback, among other
spols, next season.

Conley has already plotted a course
for that effort.

*We were looking at junior tape today
ns we wero waiting on the faxes to come
in on these kids,” he said. “We've sent out
mailings and things like that and kids
will be visiting campus within the next
few months for unofficial visita so recruit-
ing never, ever stops. It's a continual

process,

“We've already talked about our needs
for next year, and the fortunate thing is
it's going to be n strong year, a vory strong
year in Ohio. Great recruiting classes
have to have a great home base and that's
what we have next year in Ohio."
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RECRUITING WRAP-UP: THE BIG TEN

Michigan Bags Top Class

Quick Start Helps Wolverines
Claim 2001 Recruiting Honors

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

Michigan may have had to settle for
one-third of the Big Ten football champi-
onship in 2000, sharing the crown with
Northwestern and Purdue.

But there was no question which Big
Ten school dominated the 2001 recruiting
wars, Michigan finished second nationally
behind Florida State in BSB's consensus
poll of recruiting experta, while no other
Big Ten school eracked the top 10, ‘

*They dominated,” said Bill Kurelic,
who tracks Big Ten recruiting for The
Midwest Football Recruiting News.
“They were just so strong in the Big Ten
region. They got five of my top 10 players
in the Midweat.”

Michigan had its entire 22-man class
in place by mid-January, snagging as
many as 11 SuperPrep All-Americans.

*They were just amazing,” said
SuperPreps Allen Wallace, "They are a
recruiting juggernaut. They focused on
kids oxtra early this year and that
helped.*

Beyond Michigan, the rest of the con-
ference enjoyed respectable recruiting
eflorts, 7

“It's a very competitive league right
now,” snid Tom Lemming of Ilinois-
based Prep Football Report. “The top
nine schools will probably be in the top
30 or 35 and that usually is not the case.”

“Every team in the league, including
(last-place) Indiana, can say they got
players who they think can help them
win football games,” added Rick Kimbrel
of California-based PrepStar. “The
league, in general, recruited very well.”

There were soveral storylines involv-
ing Big Ten recruiting this year with
most of them revolving around two
coaching vacancies — Ohio State and
Miami (Flu.),

At Ohio State, 13-year coach John
Cooper was fired after his team's Jan. 1
Outback Bowl loss to South Carolina.
The school took over two weeks to name
Youngstown State's Jim Tressel as his
successor. Treasel and his patchwork
staff finished OSU's recruiting effort in a
strong way, ending up third in Kurelic's
rankings of Big Ten classos.

But the big losers in that whole sce-
nario were Minnesota and its coach,
OSU alum Glen Mason. The Golden
Gophera put their recruiting efforts on
hold as Mason chased the OSU job, only
to como up empty.

As a result, Minnesota — despite
appearing in a second consecutive bowl
game — finished a distant 10th in the
Big Ten recruiting race,

“If Moson is ever going to fulfill his
promise as n college coach, he needs to
take his name off the list every time a
vacancy comes up,” Kimbrel said. “He's a
good coach that everybody wants to talk
to.

“But every time he starts to listen it
hurts the stability of where he's at.”

The vacancy at Miami (Fla.) created
only a small ripple in Big Ten recruiting.

After Buteh Davis fled for the NFL's
Cleveland Browns, Wisconsin's Barry
Alvarez became the immediate top
choice for the job.

One pundit spotted a rival Big Ten
recruiting coordinator with a list of UW
verbals to call. But before things could
get out of hand, Alvarez pulled his name
out of the running. His school's recruit-
ing efforts were saved.

“When the rumors came up, a lot of
schools called their players to try and
change them around,” Wallace said. “But
what 1 call the Alvarez Window did not
stay open long enough this time around.
He pulled his name out and (UW's ver-
bals) stayed put.”

Here is a look at the recruiting efforts
turned in by the Big Ten's 10 other
schools. The schools are rated in order by
Kurelic.

Michigan

The Wolverines asigned seven
Rivals100.com Recruiting national top
100 players, second only to Florida
State's haul of 10 top 100 picks.

UM flexed its musclo by signing three
top 100 players out of Pennaylvania,
where assistant Teryl Austin, a Sharon,
Pa., native, has gained a foothold. Those
players are defensive back Marlin
Jackson, wide receiver Tim Massaquoi
and linebacker Scott McClintock.

Michigan went into Ohio and got two
more top 100 players in defensive ends
Pat Massey and Pierre Woods. The effort
was topped off in state as defensive back
Ernest Shazor committed early and run-
ning back Kelly Baraka picked UM over
the likes of Notre Dame and, Michigan
State.

It was a nice
rebound for
Michigan, which
dipped to fourth
in the conference
recruiting  war
Inst year after los-
ing out on several
key players in the
final week before
signing day.

*“They had n
great start with
seven or eight five-star players, but then
they kind of finished slow again,”
Lemming said. “They recruited their
needs well, They did well on defense with
Jackson and Shazor and got some pass
rushers in Massey and Woods.”

“They loaded up on defense,” added
Rivals100.com's Jeremy Crabtree, “They
have their defense set for the future,”

Jackson, Shazor and Baraka were all
USA Today first-team All-USA picks,
while Woods and Massey were second-
team picks, The rest of the league com-
bined had three signees from the 48-man
All-USA team,

“This class has a lot of depth’®
Kimbrel said. "There are good players at
almost every spot. My sleeper, who I
think everybody underrated, was Texas
running back David Underwood.

“We had just about everybody in the

Kelly Baraka

class, except for (San Diego State trans-
fer) Spencer Brinton, as an All-
American. It's a pretty exciting class.

“They got a lot of good players like
Kelly Baraka, Scott McClintock, Tim
Massaquoi, Pat Massey and Ernest
Shazor.”

The Wolverines went into Wisconsin
and got two of that state's top line
proapects in Adam Stenavich and David
Spytek, both SuperPrep All-Americans.

2

Kolly Barda, 60, 180, RB, Portage Northem
(Poriage): Spencer Brinton, G5, 220, QU, Temecula
Valley (Homet. Calif.); Markus Curry, GO, 180, DB,
Bishop Gallagher (Detroil); Kyle Enley, 6-7, 240, TE,
Salnt Joseph (Westchestor, il.); Braylon Edwards, 6-3,
192, WH, Bishop Gallagher (Detrolt), Leo Henige, G-5,
318, OL. Chesaning: Marin Jackson, G-1, 180, DO,
Sharon (Pa.); Matt Lentz, 68, 305, OL Hrandon
{Ortorvilie); Tim Massaquol, &4, 215, WR, Parkland
{Breinigsvitle, Pa); Patrick Massey, 8, 235, DL,
Saint ignatius (Breckeville, Ohlo); Scott McClintock, G
3,226, L, Bella Vernon (Pa.); Alex O, 64, 230, DL,
Ypsillantl; Lawronce Reld, &1, 218, LB, Pickerngion
(Ohlg); Sean Sanderson, €3, 270, FB, Farragut
(Hnanvilie). Joey Sarantos, O3, 218, LB, Portage
Northern (Portage, Mich.): Emest Sharod, 64, 210,
DB, King (Detroit); Dan Simalis, 66, 208, OL, Montour
(Coraopolis, Pa.); Dave Spytek, 67, 242, DL, Catholic
Memorial (Pewaukee, 'Wis.); Adam Stenavich, 65,
200, 0L, Marshfield (Wis.); Jacob Stewart, 511, 104,
00, Ypsilantl; David Underwood, €0, 220, RD,
Madisorville (Texas); Perre Woods, 68, 225, DL,
Glarille (Cloveland).

Penn State

The Nittany Lions ended up signing
four SuperPrep All-Americans, including
two members of
Rivals100.com's
top 100 list.

Those two
players were
Pennsylvania
linemen  Tyler
Reed and Charles
Kush, who each
were tempted by
Pittsburgh and
Michigan. Rush
was also a second-
team  All-USA
pick by USA

Charles Rush

OSU BASKETBALL & BLUE JACKETS
NOW AVAILABLE

www.bluechiptickets.com

294] Kenny Rd., Ste. 205

Today.

“They closed
well in the last
four days and got
in-state linemen
Charles Rush and
Tyler Reed,"
Kurelic said.

*They got a
great group of
offensive line-

men,” said Phil Tyler Reed
Groaz, who tracks
PSU  recruiting for Blue-White

Mustrated as well as the G&W
Recruiting Report. "They also had, per-
haps, the best class of tight ends in the
country with Andrew Richardson, lsaac
Smolko and Scott Paxson.”

Maryland defensive end Lavan
Chisley and Pennsylvania wide receiver
Terrance Phillips were also honored by
SuperPrep.

But Penn State lost out on in-state
running back Kevin Jones of the
Philadelphia area. Jones, ranked No. 1
overall nationally by SuperPrep, picked
Virginin Tech over PSU. As mentioned,
Michigan took a heavy chunk of the
Keystone State’s best players as well.

“They went through a rough patch

where they lost some Important
- proapects, but they finished very strong-

ly," Wallace said.

Penn State (23)

Lavan Chisley, 67, 238, DE, Waldorf (Westiake,
Md.); Chwis Genter, 6-2. 190, Q0. Stste Cotlege;
Detrveldl Garcla, 6-3, 235, LB/DE, Dishop McDewint
(Harrisbun); Andvew Guman, 6-3, 206, ATH, Allentown
Central Catholic (Allentown); Chrls Hawrell, 82, 200,
0B, Euclig (Ohio). Tom McHugh, G4, 280, OL,
Maonsignor Bonner (Drexsl HIll, Pa.); Kinta Palmer, G4,
180, WR, Berksley (Moncks Comer, 5.C.3 Scott
Paxson, G5, 250, TE/DE. Roman Catholic
(Philadeiphla); Anwar Philiips, ©1, 180, DB/WR,
Northwest (Germantown, Md.); Terrance Phillips, &1,
1885, WR, Sharon; Tyler Reed, 6-6, 305, OL, Thomas
Jofterson (Pritsburgh). Matthew Rice, 65, 245, OE,
Elpanor  Rooseveil  (Greenbeit, Md.); Androw
Richardson, G0, 245, TE; North Hills (Pittsburgh);
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Michasl Robinson, 63, 210, QB8/0D, Vvarina
(Richmond, Va.), Chades Ruan, G4, 285, DL,
Cathedral Prop (Erie); Ivan Schmidt, 61, 170, WR,
Brandywine (Wilmington, Del); £2. Smith, 63, 300,
OL, Concord (N.C.); Isaac Smolko, G5, 248, TE/DE,
Springheld (New Middieton, Ohio); LaMar Stewart, 6-1,
2306, AB/LD, Reading: Ernost Terrell, G-3, 182, WA,

Glovannl Vendemia, &0, 180, DB/WR,
Groerwille; John Wilson, 68, 315, OL Mainland
(Datona Deach, Ma.); Allen Zemaitls, 0-2, 198, CB,
Central (Spencerport, N.Y.).

Ohio State

In comparison, Ohio State landed
nine SuperPrep All-Americans among ita
17 signees. The Buckeyes also got four
Rivals100.com top 100 players.

08U recruiting efforta are recountad
throughout this Recruiting Wrap-Up edi-
tion of BSB.

Wisconsin

Wisconsin inked n respectable class

with two Rivalal00.com top 100 picks
and five SuperPrep All-American selec-
tions. .
The top name is USA Today All-USA
first-team defensive lineman Anttaj
Hawthorne of Connecticut. He was
Jjoined on the Rivals100 list by Illinois
defensive back Brott Bell,

*They got n great set of wide
receivers, a great set of defensive backs
and a really good defensive lineman in
Anttaj Hawthorne," Grosz said. “Those

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

Hawthorne, Bell Key Signees For Wisconsin

waore their main
needs and they
filled them."

Other names
of note include
Michigan wide
receiver Jonathan
Orr and Now
Jersey quarter-
back Johnny
Sylvain.

“They did a
good job of clear-
ing out the state and went down to
Illinois to get Brett Bell and Owen
Daniels,” Lemming said. “I think
Jonuthan Orr is a nice wide receiver and
Darrin Charles, who is 6-8 and has high
jumped 7 feot, could also be a potential
superstar.”

Brett Bell

Wisconsdn (25)
Isanc Ballou, 65, 320, OL, Stanton Prep
(Jacksonwvilie, Fla.): Brett Bell, 60, 190, DB,

Warrenville South (Wheaton, i), Matt Bernsteln, -2,
260, FD/LD, Cogemont (Scarsdale, N.Y.); Robert
Brooks, 510, 170, DB, Newman Smith (Carroliton,
Texas); Darrin Chares, GG, 190, WR, North
{Oshkosh); Owen Danlels, &3, 21%, QD. Central
(Napervile, iiL); Bob Docherty, 68, 260, TE, North
(Oshkoan); John Gifien, 64, 226, LB, Glanbard West
(Glen Eifyn, W) Anitaj Mawthorme, 63, 310, DL,
Hamden (Conn.); Devin Holline, GO, 185, QB/ATH,
Cronshaw (Los Angoles); DeAndre Hemp, 510, 180,
WR, Narbonne (Carson, Calif.); Mike Kieber, &2, 280,
DL, Catholic Memorial (Muskego); Jeff Lang, 68, 255,
DL, Wisconsin Lutheran (Greenfield); Matt Liwrencs,
65, 270, OL, Sussex Central (Millsboro, Del); Lyle
Malove, 6-2, 300, DL, 5t. Louls (Honolulu); Jonathon
Orr, 63, 175, WR, Ford (Detrott); Jason Padermo, 63,

Limited
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265, DL, Edgewood (Madison); Jason Poclask, 63,
230, TE, Plainfiold (Ind.); Donovan Raiols, €3, 290,
0L, Hamehameha [Honohuy), Greg Root, 6-2, 240, LB,
Highland (Palmdale, Calit.); Dontez Sanders, 61, 180,
WHR, Chanel (Bedford, Ohio); Scott Starka, 510, 170.
DB, Harolwood East (5. Louls); Johany Sytvain, 510,
170, DB, Hackensack (N.J.); hick Toffer, G-3, 295,
0L, Newmgo: Jake Wood, G0, 270, OL Pleasant
Valley (Bettendort, lowa),

lowa

Despite a rough first two seasons on
the field for conch Kirk Ferontz, the
Hawkeyes did a decent job.

Iowa got one USA Today first-team
All-USA player and Rivals100 pick in in-
state lineman Brett Larsen. He was
joined on the SuperPrep team by Florida
wide receiver Darius Butler.

*“I give credit to them for keeping the

two best linemen in the state, Blake
Larsen and Ben Cronin, at home,” Grosz.

said.

The Hawkeyes wsigned six in-state
players, including Ferentz's son, offen-
give linoman Brian Ferentz, and then
inked players from nine other states.

“They were a big surprise this year,”
Kurelic said. “When [ looked at it back in
December, they were headed for a hor-
rendous recruiting season. But they got
moat of the kids in lowa they were after
to commit.®

bovwa (22)

Antwan Alen, 510, 160, DO, Armwood (Tarhpa);
Brad Bonks, 61. 180, QD, Hinas (Miss.) CC: C.J.
Barkerma, -8, 235, TE, Muscatine; Matt Bohnet, 6-3,
210, QB, Grand Ledge (Mich.); Dadus Butier, 61,
100, WR, Plantation (Ra.); De‘Von Clark, 63, 160,
WH, Marian Catholic (Chicago Meights, NL); Ben
Cronin, 65, 270, OL, Ames; Fablan Dodd, 6-3, 280,
DL Piper (Lauderhill, Fa.); Daan Ferentz, 62, 245,
OL, City High (lowa City); Mike Follett, 85, 215, DB,
Valley (West Des Molnas), Ben Cates, 66, 239, TE,
South Tama (Toledo); Lee Gray, 66, 270, DL, Bishop
Dunne (Dalias); Chad , G4, 215, DD, ML
Wernon (5.0.); Ed Hinkel, &1, 170, DB, Cathedral Prep
(Erie, Pa.); Abdul Hodge, &2, 220, LB, Boyd Anderson
(Fort Lauderdals, Ma.); C.J. Jones, 60, 185, WR,
Garden City (Man.) CC; Blake Lamen, 67, 304, OL,
Atlantic; Matt Neubauer, 60, 225, OLD, lowa Falis:
Jormire Roberts, 62, 210, DB, Trinity Valley (Texas)
CC; Matt Moth, 42245, LB, Witiowbrook (Villa Park,
WL); Adolphus Shalton, 510, 1065, DB, Carter (Dallas);
Kaharl Stewart, G-6, 230, WR, Finney (Detrolt).

Purdue
Purdue capitalized on its first Rose
Bowl trip since 1966 by signing a clnas
that included two Rivals100.com top 100
picks and four SuperProp All-Americans,
*“The good thing overall is the level of
player they are recruiting has risen,”
Grosz said. “They aren't taking any ques-
tionable kids.”
The Rivalal00
picks were Iowa
quarterback Kyle
Orton and Ilinois
receiver Kevin
Noel. Those two
were joined on the
SuperPrep team
by Indiana run-

ning back
Brandon Jones
and Kentucky

linebacker Brent
Grover.

“Purdue got 22 good kids,” Grosz said.
“The best player they got was the quar-
terback, Kyle Orton. Brent Grover, the
linebacker from Kentucky, is also excep-
tional. Kevin Noel, the wide receiver
from [llinois, is also a quality player.”

Wallace added, “Orton could be one of
the guys who could be special. Plus, they
got some really good players with Grover,
Noel, Jones and (Missouri lineman)
Antwan Harris,

"This class is very well-suited to help
Purdue challenge agnin for the Big Ten
championship.”

Kimbrel believes Purdue will be a pro-
gram to reckon with ns long as Joe
Tiller's strong offensive system is in
place.

“They have definitely become the
team that other Big Ten teams have to
contend with,” Kimbrel said. *They were
in on a lot of the best players in the
Midwest, especially the skill position
players. '

“Ohio State did well to get Angelo
Chattams back from them. Purdue will
have a lot of athletes looking their way
because they air it out.”

Purdue (22)

Reggie Benton, G-1, 210, RB, Grand Blang (Mich.),
LaDrelle Bryant, 62, 215, LD, Muncle Southsice
(Muncha, Ind.); Charles Davis, 6-6, 265, T, 5L Mary's
(Drchaed Lake, Mich.); Ryan Das, G4, 245, DE,
Miltvitia (NJ.); Jameson Evana, -1, 202, WR, Shaker
Helgnts (Ohlo): Brent Grover, G4, 230, LD, Highlands
(For't Thomas, Ky.); Antwan Harrls, 60, 280, DT, Scuth
(Raytown, Mo.); Brornt Hawking, 6-2, 210, LB, Jersey
Comemurity (Jerseyville, L), Brian Hickman, 60, 170,
CB, Westbury (Houston); Bobly wuchulowu, 6-2, 220,
LD, Jarmes Martin (Arlinglon, Texss); Brandon Jones., B
11, 215, RB, Peru (Ind.); Matt Knoliman, G4, 280, OL,
Lakota West (West Chester, Ohia); Jason Leimborger,
62, 205, LB, Lakota West (West Chester, Ohio); Hevin
Hoel, 6-3, 185, WR, Napervile Central, (Naparville,
L), Kye Orton, 63, 208, QO, Southasst Polk
[Runnells, lowa); Mike Rhinehart, 65, 235, Q8
Homestead (Fort Wayne, ind.); Josh Tomsheck, (-7,
270, OL, Strongsvile (Ohio); Matt Turnar, 6-3, 260,
0L, Wrtand (Ohlo); Brandon Villafreal, 6-2, 200, LB,
Allen (Texns): Jerod Vold, 6-2, 185, ATH, Surratisvitle
(Clinton, Ma.); Brian Wang, 67, 2060, TE. Southwest
Christian (Fort"Worth, Texas), Devid Willlama, 510,
1835, ATH, Newman Smith (Dallas),

llinols

The Fighting Nlini got four SuperPrep
All-Americans: Illinois defensive back
Chuck Moore, Illinois defensive end
Lionel Williams, Missouri linebackers
TW. Norman and Matt Sinclair.

“They did a much better job recruiting
their home state,” Grosz suid. “They also
went out-of-state and got a good line-
backer in Matt Sinclair”

"This was another very solid effort,”
Wallace added. "They started quickly
and added Sinclair. They got in-state
lineman Lionel Williams, in-state DB
Chuck Moore and T.W, Norman.”

Iinols (22)

Jamaes Cooper, 511, 185, DB, Thomton Township
(South Holland); Sedrick Devenport, 60, 175, DB,
Bolingbrook; Matt Diugoleckd. 65, 220, QD. Santa
Margarita (Coto De Caza, Colif.); Cory Flisakowskl, 0
2, 2185, FB, Stevens Point (Wis.), Jim Goranson, G4,
220, LD, Ok Grove; Jamde Hanton, 64, 200, DT,
Chaffey College (Calil.) JC; Mario vy, 6-3, 225, DE,
Elgworth (lowa) JC; Abe Jones, 511, 178, RD, Rolling
Moadows; Kendrick Jones, G-3, 170, WR. East 51,
Louls; Taman Jordan, 511, 185, 0O, Marcos De Nua
({Tempa, Ariz.); Kla Wackner, 60, 185, DO, Downers
Grove North (Downars Grove, liL); Anfonlo Mason, G0,
240, LB, Pattormithe (St. Louls), Ryan Matha, 61, 250,
DT, Dixon; Chuck Moore, G-4, 200, DO, Cik Grove; Rob
Neecham, 68, 308, OL. Rolling Meadows [Addinglon
Heights); TW, Norman, 6-3, 240, LB, Stockton (Mo.);
Brian Schaefering, 65, 210, LB, Hazetwood East (5t.
Louis); Kyle Schnettgoecke, G4, 252, OL, Chaminade
Prop (5L Louls): Matt Sinclalr, G-3, 225, LD, St Louls
University (5t Louis): Morris Viegd, 510, 185, Rb,
Urbana: Steve Weatherford, 64, 205, K; Terre Haute
North (Terre Haute, Ind.): Lonsl Willlama, 65, 240,
DL, Addison Tradl.

Michigan State

This was Bobby Williams' first full
recruiting effort with the Spartans, and
he had MSU in on & number of key
prospects including Michigan signee
Baraka, Minmi (Fla,) signee Leon
Williams and Clemson signee Airese
Currie.

But MSU could sign only two
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SuperPrep All-Americans: In-state wide
receiver Robert  Strickland  and
Maryland linebacker Seth Mitchell.

“Michigan State did pretty well and
got some nthletes, but the question to me
is how many will qualify,” Grosz said.
*“They took Brandon McKinney and
Alphonso Townsend from Ohio State, but
both have academic concerns.”

“If all of their players make it acade-
mically, which is a big if, this class could
turn out to be a lot better on the ﬁuld
down the road than it looks right now,”
Kurelic said. “But for now, a lot of these
gyys are question marks.”

Michigan State (21)

Aaron  Alesander, . G5, 100, QB, Henro,
(Richmond): Matthias Askew, 67, 200, DL, Dilard
(Fort Lauderdale, Fla.): Michael Bazemore, 64, 228,
LB, Weost Cathollc (Phitadelphia); Van Brown, 65, 250,
DE. Pasadena (Calif.) CC; Robert Aagg, 65, 205, DL,
Misml Norand Senlor (Miami); Darmien Fortson. 60,
185, CO, Ravenna (Ohlo); Jullan Lovett, G4, 200, WR,
SUNY-Moirisville; Mike McConnell, G0, 203, RO,
Hortheastern Oklahoma ASM JC; Brandon McHinney,
63, 310, DT, Chaminade-Jullenne (Dayton), Seth
Mitchell, 63, 230, LB, Gwynn Park (Brandywing, Md.)
Christophor Morris, G4, 285, OL, Tomperance-Dadford
(Lambertville); Gordon Nietylakl, G4, 209, OT, Brother
Rice (Bloomfeld Hills); Jason Rondall, 60, 240, TE,
Muskegon (Muskegon Heignts); Dave Rayner. G-3,
200, K, Oxford; Eric Smith, 61, 105, DB, Groveport
Madison (Groveport, Ohio); Ronald Stanley, 62, 210,
L, Sagingw, Ben Steckler, G5, 205, WR,
(Huntingburg, Ind.); Robert Strickland, G4, 208,

Wh/LD, (Detrolt); Alphonso Townsend, 68,
310, OL/DL, Fork Union (via.) Military Academy; Stafon
Whasler, 65, 330, OL, Mitford (Conn.) Acadenmy; Rysn
Woods, 05. 230, TC, Christan Brothers College
(Porissant, Ma.).

Northwestern

Northwestern inked just one
Rivals100 pick and SuperPrep All-
American in highly touted Texas defen-
sive lineman Thomas Derricks.

“They got a
roal good claas,
considering the
fact their talent
pool is a lot small-
er,” Lemming
said. "0Of the
nation's top 200
players, they can
probably only
look at about GO
of them.

“They did a
nice job to beat
Ohio State on (Ohio running back) Jeff
Backes and they beat Notre Dame for
(Indiana tight end) Trai Essex.”

Grosz was impressed with NU's haul.

“They got a star-quality guy in
Thomas Derricks,” he said, “Sundi
Griffin is a good running back and Luis
Castillo, a defensive tackle from New
Jersay, is also a real solid recruit,

“Jefl Backes from Ohio is also not a
bad player.”

Coming off a Big Ten championship
seagson and playing an engaging spread
offense, Northwestern could become a
prime destination,

“T think you have to watch out for the
Wildeats,” Kimbrel said. “They are doing
things like Stanford, getting players who
are good and smart. [ think they cashed
in on their success,

*They picked up a transfer from Notre
Dame in wide receiver Jovan
Witherspoon.® ¢

Kicker David Wasielowski of Florida
is apparently a throwback to the Lou
Groza days as a straight-on kicker.

Narttrsstom (21)

Ashion Alkens, 6-2, 190, RE. Detroit Country Day
(Detroit); Jeff Dackas, 5-10, 180, RO, Upper Artinglon
(Columbus, Ohlo); Brett Basanez, 62, 175, Q8, St
Viator (Arfington Helghts, L), Sundl Brewer-Griffin, 6
0, 180, B, St Paul Academy (St. Paul, Minn.); Luls
Castillo, G4, 268, DT, Garfield (NLJ.); Vince Clarke, &
5. 275, OT, Geanita Mills (E1 Cajon, Calil.); Thomas
Derricks, 61, 205, OT, Jesult Prep (Garland, Toxas);

Thomas Derricks

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

did not let that stand in the way of sign-
ing another respectable class.
| *T had them ranked 13th nationally,”

said Tom Lemming of Ilinois-based Prop
* Foothall Report. “Thatisn't a bad spot for
them, but it gives Notre Dama fans
uomouungm cry about.”

Lemming, said he, saw Notre Dame
focus its aﬂ'om on better atud.unu this
timu argund.

"Nuttqu Dnm s at d;"

Still, thq Fighting Imh had 11
_Supchmp All-Americans among their
- 19 signees.
*Sometimes when you analyze Notre
. Dame, you have too much information,”
said SuperProp's Allen Wallace, who also
ranked ND 13th. *The way things look
you would say they should be in the top

Aﬂmadhmnlﬁ-‘i’m in 1999,
llmvl.-of

ning. l-:rdell. Comy Mays
Ross' to  Ohi
State.
“They did end up gumng (New Jersey
cornerback) Lionel Bolen away from
Virginia Tech. (Virginia receiver) Carlos
Campbell is also n gootl ‘athleto and (New
Jersey running back) Ryun Grant is one

uﬁhn-\glllorunmnxbngbmm country.
kiand of star power

'W-..,cwhme, Wis.); Uonel Bolen, &1, 185, CB,

Massachusetta | £ oﬂ'nnny;{ i

Gilos,
* LaVoir was h,USA‘Ihdny A!l—USAﬂnt-
team pick, while Giles and Ilinois line-
]m.k.nr Corey Mays were second-team

picks.

“They needed line help and they got it
with Mark LeVoir," said Rivals100's
Jeremy Crabtree, who ranked ND 15th.
“They would have liked to have closed

H“ﬁmm.t wmmittnd\ Georgin for a while,”
&

" the future.”

. Recruiting News:said he would rank

" Americans, but it is still o very good

% 02, m. R, Konnedy (Seattie); Muu Lavoir, 67,
.234 ILE, Morgan Park (Chicago): Darin Mitchell, g

atronger with' Cody and Ross. But this
i o good class, They needed speed and
t.hny got some of that.®

- *1 like thair closs. They. picked up
sonm:peod ith' Carlos Campbell, who!

added PrepStar’s Rick Kimbrel. “This is
a solid class that should help them in

Bill Kurelic of The Midwest Football

ND botwuon 14th and 16th nationally.
“This clags is not the typical Notro
Dame class with all of the Parade All-

class,” he mid. *Mark LeVoir was the
top player in Minnesota and one of the
best in the Midwest.”

— Steve Helwagen

Notre Dame (19)
Urian Deldatsch, 6«4, 2065, DL, Marguetle

ancotas  Valley (Moynt' Holly, N.J.J; Quentin
*Burell, -1, 185, S, Southwest DeKolb (Decatw,
G-.) Carios . C [ 81, 100, WR, Hamgton
'r.w.:- 1'»Duhm Ellick, 513, 170, CB, Wharton

Lu.'.hny Giles, M, ‘23.'}. OL, Marshfield

‘210, TE, Cden Prairie (Minn.), Corey. Miys, 61,

4, 285, OL. Lovejoy (Ga.); Rashon Powers-Neal
3,215, OLB, CretinDerham (SL Paul, Minn.); Matt
Root, G0, 225. TE, MHorth Forida Christian
(Tallahassee);, Matt Shelton, 61, 170, WA,
Coliledville (Tenn.); Dan Stevenson, &5, 300, OL.
Barrington (1.1 Jetf Thompson, 65, 265, DL, Penn
(Mishawaka, Ind.); Justin Tuck, &5, 215, OLB,
Central Coosa County (Gadsden, Aa.), Marcus
Wilson, 5-11, 180, RD, Poly Prep (Brooklyn, N.Y.)

Tral Essex, G-4, 240, TE, Poul Marding (Fort Wayne,
Ind.); Jonathan Figlds, 58, 170, CB, Sweeny (Texas);
Merschel Wenderson, €3, 100, S, Clear Lake
(Houston); Braden Jones, G2, 220, LD, Horsburg,
0.; Taylor Jones, 63, 230, LB, Winnetonka
(Gladstone, Mo.); Greg Lutzen, o5, 280, DE.
Pewaukeds (Wis.); John Pickens, 62, 215, LB, Ramapo
(Frankiin Lakes, N.J); Isch Swief, 67, 305, OT,
Milford (Ondo); Frederd Tarved, 62, 195, WA, Ruvanna
County (Palmyra, Va.): David Thomason, §-3, 245, DE,
Rockiedge (Aa.); Dovid Waslelewsdd, 5-10, 220, P/PH,
Belen Jesull (Odessa. Aa ), DeMaris Wilson, G4, 245,
D Sparkiman (Harvest, Ala.); Jovan Witherspoon, 6-3
210, Wit, Bishop Luers (Fort Wayne, Ind). Joe
Wohlscheid, 6-7, 245, TE, Grand Ledga (Mich.).

Minnesota

While Mason's status was up in the
air, the Gophers stopped hosting poten-
tinl recruits.

“Minnesota missed three of their
weekends in January and it came back to
hurt them,” Lemming said.

The uncertainty cost the Gophers
such homegrown talents as quarterback
Joe Mauer (Florida State) and wide
receiver Larry Fitzgerald (Pittsburgh).

Minnesota inked just one SuperProp
All-American in Florida defensive line-
man Damien Haye.

“I hate to say this, but I didn't recog-
nize many of their players,” Grosz said.
“They got a good running back in state in
Marion Barber, but overall they have to
be upset with what they were able to
get.”

Minnesota (22)

Marion Barber I, 511, 105, RB, Wayrata
(Ptymouth); Jerry Barnes Jr., 68, 230, DL, Hetterng
(Detrolt); Matthew Bass U1, 6.0, 170, DB, McArthis
(Miramas, Fa); Terrance Campbell, 6-2. 155, LD,
Douglass (Atlanta); Diamos Demerritt, 511, 197, RO,
Miami Norland Senlor (Miamd); Jared Ellerson, 0-2,
181, WR, Copley (Ohlo); Richard Eliman, 6.5, 275, OL,
Oconto (Wis,); Brandon Mall, 65, 270, OL, (Detroit);
Damian Haye, 6-2, 245, DL, Hialeah-American
(Milaerd); Charton Kaith, 65, 220, LB, Buchtel (Akron,
Ohio): Rob Kraemer, G4, 285, OL, Forest Lake (Whita
Bear Lake); Keith Lipka, 64, 265, DL, Oak Creek
(Wis.); Mark Losll, 67, 240, DL. Spring Lake Park;

Kason Love, 62, 260, DL..Craffey (Calif) JC: Trovoer
McCulloch, G4, 300, OL, Brainerd; Mike Nicholson, G-
5, 285, OL, River Fails (Wis.): Jarod Posthumus, G4,
215, QB, Becker (5t Cloud); Detrick Saunders, 510,
ATO, DB, SUNY Codege-Morrisville; Danny Upthureh,
849, 170, DB, Brookhaven (Columbus, Ohio); Bradicy
Vance, 61, 211, LD, Thomwood (Calumet City, BiL);
Jakarl Wallace, 58, 170, WR., Boyd Anderson
(Laudedale Lakes, Mla.); Mon Willlams, &1, 175, DO,
Decatord (Oskwood Village, Ohio),

Indiana

The Hoosiers got four JUCO transfers
and a prep school signee among their 22
signees. One player, New York running
back Jason Sullivan, was named to the
SuperPrep All-American team.

“l think the kide they got from the
Cincinnati aren, (fullback) Kyle Koester
and (linebacker) Carlos Tipton, can help
them,” Lemming said. “I think .Ohio
State would have looked at Tipton if his
academica were a little better.”

But of the four Big Ten coaches hired
after the 1996 soason — Purdue's Tiller,
Minnesota's Mason and Illinois' Ron
Turner were the others — Indiana’s Cam
Cameron has hind the toughest time get-
ting his program established on and off

the field.

“I'm struggling to firfd something good
to say about (IU's recruiting),” Grosz
said, “Their five JUCO transfers head
the class. They will have the ability to
play next year.”

tndtana (22)

Victor Aleyanju, 65, 215, DL, Cume (Chicago),
Lecnafd Biyant. 510, 180. DB, Immoksiee (Fla.):
Matt Buchhotz, 0-4, 235, TE, San Dernarding Valiey
(Calit.) College; Courtney Clency, 810, 185, RD, Park
Tudor (Indlanapolis): Beandon Hatcher, 6-2, 275, OT,
Cass Tech (Detroit); Damien Jones, 510, 185, D8,
Sterling (Houston), Kyle Hoester, 6-1, 250, FO, Eider
(Cincinnatl), Martin Lapostolie, 62, 240, LB, Cegep
du Vieux (Montrenl, Quebec). Duster Lavking, 511,
180, D8, Cathedral (Inclanapotis), Wil Lurmgkin, 511,
192, 08, TrotwoodMadison (Dayton, Ohio) Willie
Northem, -1, 195, DB, San Francisco (Callf,) CC; Ted
Pace, G-1, 185, LD, W.T, Cwyer (Jupiter, Aa ). Bryan
Robartson, 59, 180, K. Seymour (Ind. ); Dru Robinson,
540, 105, RO, San Francisco (Calil.) CC; Michasl
Robinson, 66, 210, WR, Fork Unlon (Vi) Miitary
Academy; Courtney Roty, 6-1, 180, WR, North Central
(indlanapolis); Isaac Sowells, 65, 200, OL, Doss
{(Loulsville); Jason Sulivan, 61, 238, RB, Monsignor
Frrell (Staton island, N.Y.); Cardos Tipton, 63, 200,
LB, Winton Woods (Cincinnatl); Yamar Washington, &
10, 200, RB, Weln Forest (Houston), Anonio Watson,
G4, 108, DO, Hinds (Miss.) CC; Courtney Young. G5,
282, OT, San Francisco (Calif.) CC.
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By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Hulletin Editor

New OSU head coach Jim Treasel will
likely put all 26 years of his experience
recruiting football talent in the state of
Ohio on the line in the next 12 months,

Treasel and the Buckeyes will be guing «
after what some pundits say is the most
talented class in the Buckeye State in
recent memory.

*It should be a strong year,” noted OSU
recruiting coordinator Bill Conley.

When asked whether the Buckeyes will
be able to capitalize on such a crop of play-
ers in their own back yard, Conley said,
“We would hope so, We always want to
have a strong base in Ohio. Hopefully, we
can keep n large percentage of those kids
here at home,

T Anytimu you can do that, it definitely
ps.”

For the fourth consecutive year, Duane
Long and Chris Roberta will publish their
Ohio's Future Stars newsletter. As always,
OFS will focus on the state of Ohio's top
seniors-to-be with cursory glances at the
top sophomores and freshmen around the
state,

In recent years, most Ohio-based talent
evaluntors have been most impressed by
two classes:

* The 1994 class, which produced tho
likea of Dee Miller, Orlando Pace, Damon
Moore, Eric Gohlstin, John Lumpkin and
Pepe Pearson for Ohio State and Curtis
Enis for Penn State; and

* The 1996 clnss, which sent the likes
of Andy Katzenmoyer, Jefferson Kelley,
Nick Goings, Gary Berry and Tyson
Walter to OSU.

But Long said the 2002 Ohio crop
ranks right up with those two — if it's not
better.

“This is the best class in Ohio in at
least 10 years, with all due respect to the
Pace and Katzenmoyer classes,” Long
said. “This is one of the most well-rounded
closses to come out of this state. There
maybe aren't a lot of big-time defensive

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

Ohio’s Class Of 2002 Could Be A Special One

backs, but there are still a lot of great ath-
lates who could go on and play those posi-
tions at the college level.

“It will be n great year for linebackers
and running backs, I would go so far ns to
say | would be surprised if there aren't five
linebackers from the state of Ohio in the
consensus top 20 at that position national-
ly.

'Itﬁjhmlhcpnmﬁnlhbanmamter

Ohio State is in a unique position to
capitalize on such a year in state,
With just 17 signees in the class of 2001,
the Buckeyes figure to have at least 23
scholarships to give next year. That figure
will likely increase as current Buckeyes
fall by the wayside due to the normal attri-
tion factors — academics, injurica or
transfers.

It certainly will help that Tressel has
been recruiting the state of Ohio since he
became an assistant at Akron in 1975.
Even during his two-year stint at
Syracuse (1981-82), Tressel handled
recruiting duties in Ohio,

*High school coaches want to feel good
that their young person, whom they have
nurtured for years, is guing to be well
cared for,” Tressel said. “] think you can
help them feel that way if you got to know
them a little bit. Creating those relation-
shipa in the state is crucial.”

“Alook at OSU's projected roster for
2001 would show a pressing need for thoe
Buckeyes on the offensive line, OSU will
also bo]mkingfmumormqmﬂ.ur-
backs in addition to help on the defensive
line and in the secondary.

““We're working hard on juniors and we
feel we know who the good sophotnores
are in the state,” Tressel said. “The key for
us will be to keep the pulse on the great
kids and make sure they are constantly
being bombarded with the idea they have
to do well academically and they have to
understand the responsibility they have
now because big-time folks like Ohio State
are looking at them.”

In fact, the Buckeyes may already have
a head start on next year's class with ver-
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bal commitments in principle from Toledo
Rogers running backNlinebacker
Drushaun Humphreys and Warren
Harding running back Maurice Clarett,
Humphreys' verbal is mnh.ngunt an him
qualifying academically, while Clarett was
reportedly waiting until after signing day
to announce his verbal publicly.

OFS will come out with the first of
three issues planned for the next 12
months in March. However, the following
ia a list of players being considered for the
publication's early Ohio top 10.

That list is followed by a position-by-
position look at prospects in Ohio and
around the Midwost as well as top sopho-
mores and freshmen to watch.

Top 10 Contenders
Here are 10 players being considered

for a list of the-state’s top juniors, listed as

ranked by OFS (40-yard dash times are
included as available).

* Drushaun Humphreys, running
backMlinebacker, Toledo Rogers —
Humphreys (6-3, 235, 4.48) gets the nod ns
OFS' top Ohio junior. He was offered a
scholarship by OSU after starring at last
summer's camp.

“He's n phenomenal talent,” Long said.
“At the Ohio State camp, he ran three sub-
4.5 408 — and this kid weighs 235 pounds.
In seven-on-seven

drills, ho intercepted

Eix passes.

He also finished
the 20-yard shuttle
run in 3.91 seconds
— a time consistent
with the [fastest
times turned in by
OSU players.

After rushing for
500 yards, intercept-
ing six passes and
scoring 13 touch-
downs in limited
action as a sopho- -
more, Humphreys carried for 1,107 yards
and scored 19 TDs s a junior.

“He is such an athlete he plays a strong
safety in Rogers’ scheme,” Long said. "He
is o big, athletic kid. He's a natural foot-
ball player who wants to play running
buck. He probably could play linebacker as
casily as he could play running back.”

Academics remain the one big hurdle
for Humphreys, who is attending night
school to shore up some core course defi-
ciencies.

“He is working very hard at it,” Long
said. “He takes it very seriously. Ho is a
very determined kid."

* Maurice Clarett, running back,
Warren Harding — Clarett (6-1, 230,
4.5) seemed to make his verbal
commitment to OSU for 2002 public any
day. Clarett had also considered Notre

Humphrey

said. “He got excit-
ed and committed
and the only rea-
son they backed
offl of it wns
because it might
affect this recruit-
ing class.”

Clarett has had
the eyes of college
recruiters  since
his freshman year at Austintown Fitch,
when he was already a man among boys.

Mauricﬂ Clarett

He transferred to Harding as a sopho-
mare, rushing for 1,058 yards and scoring
18 touchdowns despite missing consider-
uble time due to injury.

This past season, he played in just five-
plus games due to injuries, but still nccu-
mulated over 1,000 yards. He tried to play
in a week two showdown agninst
Cincinnati Moeller but was still injured.
He recovered enough to play most of the
season’s final five gnmes,

'W'lwnhuhnabmnhun]'l.hyhnhnn
been the most potent back in the state,”
Long said. “He is a power back, but he is
not just a straight-ahead runner. I would
compare him somewhat to Jerome Bettis,
He has good change of direction.

“Outside of the injury problems, he has
congistently beaten just about everybody
he has faced *

He reportedly benches between 350
and 400 pounds and also is a 3.3 GPA stu-
dent.

* Hryan Andrews, defensive
end/linebncker, Lima Senior —
Arndrews (6-6, 215, 4.7) earned first-team
All-Ohio honors in Division [ at linebacker
as a junior. He notched 13 sacks as n
saphomore for a Division I playoff team.

“He is an intriguing prospect,” Long
said. *He could play defensive end or line-
backer. As a defensive end, he reminds me
a little bit of (Penn State's) Courtney
Brown when [ sdw him as a senior in high
school *

He has reportedly already been offered
by OSU. New OSU defensive coordinator
Mark Dantonio had been recruiting
Andrews as well for Michigan State.  *

« Mike D'Andrea, linebacker, Avon
Lake — D'Andrea (6-3, 230, 4.565) was a
first-team All-Ohio pick and The
(Cleveland) Plain Dealer's defensive play-
er of the year as n junior, when he tallied
120 tackles and five sacks. He also caught
20 passes at tight end.

That followed a junior year when he
helped lead Avon Lake to an 8-3 mark and
a playoff berth with a team-high 97 tack-
les. He also set a national record for 16-
and 16-year-olds in the shot put (62 feet, 9
inches) in the Junior Olympics in Orlando,
Fla. -

“A lot of people like to compare him to
Andy Katzenmoyer," Long said.
“Everybody 1 speak to says he plays side-
line to sideline and is an instinctive line-
backer out of the Katzenmoyer mold.

“But this kid holds a 3.5 GPA"

D'Andrea recently made an unofficial
vigit to Nebraska and wos offered.
Oklahoma and OSU also have offered.
Michigan and Notre Dame are also in the

picture.

* Quinn Pitcock, tight end/defen-
sive tackle, Piqua — Pitcock (6-4, 287,
4.9) earned first-team All-Ohio honors in
Division II as a junior. That followed a
sophamore year when he had 14 sacks, 20
tackles for loss and blocked four punts.

“I saw Piqua play Marysville in the
playoffs and Quinn Pitcock is the best
defensive lineman I've seen in Ohio since
(Chillicothe's) Chuck Jones,” Lonj said.
“And that goes back before Big Daddy
(Dan) Wilkinson and Trent Zenkewicz.

*Quinn is strong and fast. He's almost
290 pounds and looks like he has-a 34-inch
waist. He's huge, mobile and just throws
kids around. He has excellent speed.”

Pitcock, who holds a 3.9 GPA, already
squats 550 pounds.

¢ Justin Zwick, quarterback,
Massillon Washington — Zwick (6-4,
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205, 4.67) has already received a lot of
acclaim by surpassing the Ohio carcer
passing yardage record in just three sea-
pans,

So it may seem strange that a player at
an important position like quarterback is
rated as low as No. 6, But that is not a
knock on Zwick, Long said.

“Why he's down
this far on the list
has nothing to do
with his talent
level," Long said.
“But this is just

such a monster
closs.”
Lwick has

7,208 yards — and
76 touchdowna —
in three seasons,
giving him a legiti-
mate shot at
becoming one of the few 10,000-yard
passers in national prep history.

He threw for 2,460 yards and 24 touch-
downs after transferring to Massillon this
past year. He was a first-team All-Ohio
pick and led the Tigers to the Division 1
playoffs. He holped Orrville win a Division
111 state title as a freshman.

“Justin is the most complote quarter-
back in Ohio since (Cleveland St.
Ignatiug’) Joe Pickens,” Long said. "He has
excellent size, he's got a strong arm and he
maoves well, His field vision is outstanding.

“But the game he played against St
Ignatius showed one thing about him
nobody knew about — his toughness. He
stood in there and delivered pass after

Justin Zwick

pass. He kept getting knocked down and !

Just kept getting up.”

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

RECRUITING WRAP-UP: UNDERCLASSMEN TO WATCH

Zwick has toured several of his favorite
schools recently and now lists OSU,
Michigan and Pittsburgh as his favorites,
His brother, Jared, played for Tressel ut
Youngstown State as a backup quarter-
back and receiver from 1996-99. Jared
was a member of the Penguins' 1997
Division I-AA national championship
team.

¢ DeShawn Wynn, running back,
Reading — Wynn (6-1, 210, 4.34) is a pro-
lific running back who moved from
Lockland, another Cincinnati suburb, prior
to his junior year. Because of the transfer,
he was limited to the last five regular-sea-
son gamed. But, including his team's run to
the Division V state semifinals, he ended up
carrying 229 times for 1,971 yards (8.6 aver.
age) nnd scoring 27 TDas,

Injuries limited him to anly 40 carries
as o sophomore at Lockland after he broke
loose for 1,916 yards and 34 TDa as a
freshman.

“DeShawn has the potential to be at
the top of this class,” Long said. "He is a
speed back with good size, There is
absolutely no rea-
son why he should
always depend on
his  speed with
that size. He also
has good hands
and could become
a wide receiver.

“If his gradea
are in order, he
could shoot up the
list."

* Roy Hall,
wide receiver, Roy Hall
Lyndhurst Brush — Hall (6-3, 205, 4.4)

had 42 catches as a sophomore, but
injuries limited him to 21 eatches in soven
Eames ns a junior, =

“He is a phenomennl athlete who has
not put up big numbers,” Long said. “He's
been in a bad situntion. He's not in a pass-
ing offense. You have to grade high school
wide receivers on athletic ability.

*“That's true with this kid. Don't look at
the catch total. He's got it all.”

Hall holds a 3.5 GPA.

* Bobby Carpenter, running
backlinebacker, Lancaster —
Carpenter (6-3, 220, 4.5) is the son of for-
mer Miami (Ohio) and New York Giants

star Rob
Carpenter, also
the Lancaster

head coach. But he
was limited to just
four games as a
junior due to
injuries,

“He is an out-
standing line-
backer with =n
great frame,” Long
snid. “He is just
about the ideal
size, He's very con-
sistent. He's a workaholic. He's fast
enough to maybe play strong safety. He
lovea the game.”

Carpenter reportedly favors OSU, But
with a 3.8 GPA he will have everybody
nationwide jingling his telophone,

* Mike Kudla, linebacker/defen-
sive end, Medina Highland — Kudla

Bobby
Carpenter

(64, 245, 4.52) tallied 100 tackles as o~

Junior,

. downs and com-

end,” Long said. “He could easily add 20 to
40 pounds and become a down lineman.
They say he alroady benches 450 pounds.”

Kudla attended the OSU and Michigan
camps last year and, with a 3.8 GPA,
already has interest from Northwestern
and Stanford.

Senlors: Pﬂl“iﬂl‘lﬂﬂf‘l_’““lﬂl‘l
Here is a position-by-position look at
the top prospects in Ohio and the region.

Quarterbacks

* Denayne Davidson-Dixon, East
Cleveland Shaw — Davidson-Dixon (6-
3, 205, 4.65) is the
state’s solid No. 2
QB prospect
behind Zwick. As a
junior, he throw
for 2,000 yards
and 16 touch-

pleted an amazing
70 percent of his
passea.

He reportedly
likes OSU and
also has Wisconsin
and Purdue
inquiring.

* Bryan Cupito, Cincinnati
MeNicholas — Cupito (6-3, 170, 4.7) haa
thrown for over 5,000 yards and 46 touch-
downs over the last two years. He had
2,000 yards and 21 TDs as a junior,

¢ Jimmy Skinner, Chillicothe,
Ohio — Skinner (6-4, 180) threw for 1,400

Denayne
Davidson-Dixon

Continued On Page 26

“He probably projects as a defensive

=
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Younger Chattams Gets His Run Through The Mill

Continued From Page 25

yurds and 18 TDs as a sophomore for the
Cavaliers.

* Dusty Aldrich, McComb, Ohio —
Aldrich (6-1, 176) completed 175 of 272
passes (64.3 percent) for 3,014 yards. He
had a wicked touchdown-to-intercoption
ratio of 44 to 4. He did most of his damage
by thrawing to his twin brother, Rusty.

+ Mark Borda, Allentown (Pa.)
Bethlehem Catholic — Borda (6-3, 190)
is a Student Sports junior All-American.

* Tyler Palko, Imperinl (Pa.) West
Allegheny — Palko (6-2, 205) ia also a
Student Sports junior All-American. Palko
earned first-toam all-state honors as a
defensive back as a junior,

Running Backs

* Hegis Edgerson, Garficld
Heights, Ohio — Edgerson (6-1 1/2, 220,
4.4) rushed for 1,400 yards as a junior,
misging considerable time due to shin
splinta,

“He looks a bit like Eddie George and,
]ih'fj George, he has good character,” Long
snd.
# Erick Phillips, Hilliard (Ohio)
Davidson — Phillips (5-10, 205, 4.5)
rushed for 1,923 yards and scored 20
touchdowns as a junior, when he earned
second-team All-Ohio honors in Division L
That followed up n sophomore campaign
when he had 941 yarda,

“He is bigger than he looks and he runs

Dayton

like it,” Long said. “He is a high-energy kid
and a leader.”

* Sean Miller, Solon, Ohio — Miller
(5-11 1/2, 195, 4.48) served as the backup to
Scott Greenberg for the Division I runner-
up squad. Still, this son of former
Cleveland Browns star Cleo Miller got
1,300 yards and will become the feature
back this year.

. Tyler
Everett, Canton
(Ohio) MeKinley
— Everett (5-11,
190) emerged ns a
big-time rusher for
the Bulldogs as a
sophomore, when
he had 842 yards.
Injuries have lim-
ited his progress,
however.

. Gerald
Riggs dJr.,
Chattanooga (Tenn) Red Bank —
Riggs (6-1, 1956), the son of former NFL
standout Gerald Riggs, is Student Sports’
pick as the junior player of the year. He
had 2,434 yards, 39 touchdowns and 117
tackles for a 15-0 Class 5A state champi-
onship team.

lcr Everett

Wide Receivers

* Andre Chattams, wide receiver,
Chaminade-Julienne —
Chattams (5-11, 185, 4.4) is the younger
brother of OSU signee Angelo Chattams.
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Andre, who caught 17 passes ns a
sophomare, had 23 catches for 525 yards
(22.8 average) and
seven TDs during
the regular season
a8 a junior.

“He is an over-
the-top guy,” Long
said. “Angelo is
more of an under-
neath guy, while
Andre can stretch
the field, It should

be interesting to
see how he does
without Angelo,
who had 160 catches the last two years."

¢ Josh Willinms, Cincinnati St
Xavier — Williams (6-0, 190, 4.45)
caught 49 passes for 832 yards and seven
TDs as a junior.

“This was just his second year of play-
ing football,” Long said.

* Jimmy Riley, Youngstown (Ohio)
Ursuline — Riley (6-1, 185) helped
Urauline win the Division IV state title,
He caught 42 passes for 1,000 yards.

¢ Jared Gulling, North Canton
(Ohio) Hoover — Gulling (6-10, 170)
caught 51 passes for 595 yards as a junior
and had only two dropa all season. Ho
was a first-team All-Ohio pick in Division
1.

* Agim Shabaj, Farmington Hills
(Mich.) Harrison — Shabaj (5-10, 180)
is a Student Sports junior All-American,

l:lre ttumu

Tight Ends

* George Cooper Jr, Westerville
(Ohio) North — Cooper (6-5, 255) is the
son of former OSU
fullback George
Cooper. With one
year of high school
left, the son is
already bigger
than the dad, who
played ot 6-2, 245
pounds for the
Buckeyes, -

“He looks lean,”
Long aaid. "He has
athletic  ability
and runs like a
guy who is 50
pounds lighter. He catches like ho has
mitts on.

“There is a chance he could grow into
being an offensive lineman. He has the
frame to do it.”

* Anthony Montgomery, Cleveland
JFK — Montgomery (6-6, 240, 4.65) is
similar to current OSU tight end Darnell
Sandera: He also plays quarterback at the
prep level,

He is a standout pitcher and first base-
man in baseball. He reportedly already
favors Penn State.

George
Cooper Jr.

Offensive Linemen

* Doug Datish, Warren (Ohio)
Howland — Datish (6-6, 290) may be the
state's top offensive line prospect and
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there are reports that OSU has either
offered or could be close.

“He has athletic ability — he can dunk
a basketball — and is nasty,” Long said.
“He really gets after people.”

* Hob Sims, Macedonia (Ohio)
Nordonin — Sims (G-4, 287, 5.1) has
the versatility to play center or tackle.

“Ho runs great and has great feet,
Long said. “His dad was a Cleveland
Brown and he's now 6-8, 360. This kid
just turned 17, He benches 390 already
and is still growing.

“Kent looked at four plays and
offered. He plays basketball nnd had six
stoals in a game. He can move.”

* Mike Donaldson, Mansficld
(Ohio) Senior — Donaldson (6-6, 310)
ecarned first-team All-Ohio honors in
Division I as a junior. He is a prototype
tackle prospect.

“He has long arms and works very
hard,” Long said. “That is the thing that
soparates the great high school player
from the great college player. He takes
coaching well.”

* Eric Fritz,
Dublin  (Ohio)
Coffman — Fritz
(G-4, 300) is the
son of former
Buckeye lineman
Ken Fritz. He has
experience  on
both sides of the
ball.

“Ho is big and
mohile, but he is
a raw guy” Long
said.

* Eric Tolbert, Shaker Heights,
Ohio — Tolbert (6-3, 285) also has two-
WAy experience.

“Ho is an inside guy,” Long said. “He
could play defensive tackle.”

s Rick MeDole, Marysville, Ohio
— MeDole (6-6, 315) would be n tackle
prospect.

*Ho held his own against (Pigua's)
Pitcock,” Long said.

* Mark Farris, Pittsburgh North
Hills — Farris (6-6, 270) is a Student
Sports junior All-American.

* Rob Smith, Fort Thomas (Ky.)
Highlands — Smith (6-5, 285) is also
on the Student Sports junior list.

Eric Fritz

Defensive Linemen

* Larry Tumblin, Oberlin, Ohio —
Tumblin (G-4, 235, 4.7) plays middle
linebacker but could praject as an end.
He had 115 tackles as a junior,

* Barry Cofield, Cleveland
Heights, Ohio — Cofield (6-4, 256, 4.7)
plays tight end and fullback on offénse
and end on defense, He had seven sacks
a8 a junior,

* Tim Shaefer, Upper Arlington,
Ohio — Shaefer (6-5, 260) played oppo-
site OSU signee Simon Fraser at end for

“He really improved from the begin-
ning of the year to the end,” Long said.

* Al Washington, Columbus
Watterson — Washington (6-0, 260,
4.9) in a standout interior lineman.

“I likon him to Warren Sapp a little
bit — he's by you with his first step and
you have to find him again,” Long said.
“Ha is strong and stays low. He is a very
disruptive defensive lineman.”

His father is former Buckeye Alvin
Washington. The younger Washington
was an MVP at the Boston College camp
and was invited to attend Florida State's
elite big man camp.

# Joel Penton, Van Wert, Ohio —

Penton (6-5, 232) earned first-team All-_

Ohio honors in Division 111,
* Brian Mattes, Wyoming. (Pa.)

Originally Published: Feb. 17, 2001

Valley West — Mattes (6-6, 240) is a
Student Sports junior All-American.

* Anthony Spencer, Fort Wayne
(Ind.) Bishop Luers — Spencer (6-4,
245) is also a Student Sports junior All-
American pick.

Linebackers

* AJ. Hawk, Centerville, Ohio —
Hawk (6-2, 215) has averaged right
around 150 tack-
l¢s in each of his
three seasons on
the wvarsity. He
was a second-
team  All-Ohio
pick in Division 1
as o junior.

“He is a great
hole player and a
classic  middle
linebacker,” Long
said. “Tackle to
tackle, he's a
demon. He's not going to let anybody get
through.”

* Antonio Reynolds, Akron
Buchtel — Reynolds (6-4, 210) helped
Buchtel advance in the Division II play-
offs.

“He is just an incredible athlete”
Long said. *He could grow into a defen-
sive end or could stay at linebacker.”

+ Jim Davenport, Lima (Ohio)
Senior — Davenport (6-3, 225) plays
alongside Andrews.

* Stan White Jr, Baltimore
Gilman School — White (6-3, 210, 4.6)
is the son of former OSU linebacker
Stan White. The elder White lettered in
1969-71, earning All-Big Ten honors
before moving on to the NFL's Baltimore
Colts. He helps coach his son's team.

0SU and Penn State are reportedly
very interested.

A, Hawk

Defensive Backs

* Tremaine Suggs, defensive
back, Canton (Ohio) McKinley —
Suggs (6-1, 170) had 49 tackles and
three interceptions as a junior.

“He is a corner with safety size,”
Long said.

* Troy Smith, quarterbacld/defen-
sive back, Cleveland Glenville —
Smith (6-2, 180) enjoyed a big year as a
pasa/run threat and DB for Lakewood
St. Edward. But he reportedly trans-
ferred to Glenville midway through the
school year.

* Rick Brown, Cincinnati Elder
— Brown (6-2, 215) stars at strong safe-
ty for Elder.

“Explogion is the word,” Long said.
“He comes up and knocks people's heads
off.”

* EJ. Underwood, Hamilton,
Ohio —_
Underwood (5-11
1/2, 175, 4.4) had
four interceptions
and averaged
14.5 yards on
punt returns as a
Jjunior.

. Mike
Hinger, Newnrk
(Ohio) Licking
Valley — Hinger
(6-2, 170) earned
first-team  All-
Ohio honors in Division IV after notching
72 tackles and 10 interceptions as a free
safety on a team that reached the state
semifinals,

E.J. Underwood

Kicker
* David Abdul, Massillon (Ohio)
Washington — Abdul (5-9, 174) booted

four field goals of 50 or more yards as a
junior for the Tigers.

Sophomores To Consider

Here are several sophomores to
remember.

* Dareus Hiley, quarterback,
Cleveland Glenville — Hiley (6-1,
175) has two years of starting experi-
ence at quarterback, leading his school
to its only two playoff appearances,

“He is probably the best athlete in
Ohio overall and our early No. 1 sopho-
more,” Long said.

*  Prescott Burgess, safety,
Warren (Ohio) Harding = Burgess (6-
3, 210) is o standout at safety, but he
could grow into a linebacker. OSU and
Michigan are already well aware of him.

¢+ Shawn Crable, defensive
end/linebncker, Massillon (Ohio)
Washington — Crable is listed at 6-6,
215 pounds.

* Louls Irizary, tight end,
Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline —
Irizary (6-5, 230, 4.7) “could become the
best tight end to come out of Ohio if he
keepa developing,” Long said,

* Terrence Graves, running back,
Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline —
Graves (6-1, 210) was one of Ursuline's
two big rushing stars in its Division IV
state championship win. He rushed for
219 yards and two touchdowns in the
title game win over Coldwater.

+ Todd Booeckman, gquarterback,
St. Henry, Ohio — As a freshman,
Boeckman (6-5, 210) threw l'm- 2,620
yards and 23 TDs
in leading St.
Henry to an 11-3
mark and the
Divigion V state
title game. He
then completed
B8 of 169 passes
for 1,341 yards
with just four
interceptions as n
sophomaore,

He plays for
his father, coach
Tim Boeckman, at St, Henry.

¢ John Ferguson, quarterback,
Reynoldsburg, Ohio — Ferguson (6-
6, 210) started all season ns n fresh-
man, completing B8 of 189 passes for
1,345 yards. As a'sophomore, he com-
pleted 119 of 268 passes for 1,649
yards, :

“John has a big arm and his touch is
tremendous,” Long said. “He just needs
to work on his consistency.”

+ Ben Mauk, quarterback,
Kenton, Ohlo — Mauk (6-1, 180) put
up huge numbers playing for his father
and coach, Mike Mauk. During the reg-
ular season, he completed 264 of 445
pmcl for a state-high 3,936 yards.

Todd Boeckman

“Ben has the best field vision of any
high school quarterback I've seen,”
Long said. “He can throw the ball and,
what impressed me, he was even run-
ning a no-huddle offense at times.”

* Mike DeLueca, offensive line-
man, Chardon (Ohio) Notre Dame-
Cathedral Latin — DeLuca (6-4, 280)
“may be the next great offensive line-
man in Ohio,” Long said.

» LeBron James, wide receiver,
Akron St. Vincent-St, Mary —
Everybody knows James (6-6, 215) for
his exploits in basketball, where one
service already
has him among
the nation’s top

five players
regardleas of
class,

But football is
no lark for
James. He
caught 42 passes
for 752 yards and
11 TDs as n
sophomore. He
earned first-team
All-Ohio  honors
in Division IV,

* Chinedum Ndukwe, wide
receiver, Dublin (Ohio) Coffman —
Ndukwe (6-2, 190) is the younger
brother of lineman Tke Ndukwe, who
signed with Northwestern a year ago.
As a sophomore, he caught 43 passes
for 677 yards (15.7 average).

* Eric Johnson, Bexley, Ohio —
Johnson (6-3, 260, 4.9) is a two-way
lineman for the Lions. He benches 320
pounds and dend lifts 400.

LeBron James

Freshmen To Watch

Here is an early look at three Ohio
freshmen to keep an eye on.

* Jimmy Calhoun, running back,
Middletown — Calhoun is listed at 5-
11, 180 pounds.

* Blake Carter, wide receiver,
Cincinnati Moeller — Carter is listed
at 6-2, 176 pounds,

* Delbert Ferguson, running
back, Youngstown Ursuline —
Ferguson (6-2, 200) was the other star
of Ursuline's title game win, rushing
for 280 yards and scoring five touch-
downs in the win over Coldwater,

Long and Roberts are expanding
Ohio's Future Stars from one issue to
three this year. The three issues will be
published in March, late spring and
cither November or December. The cost
is $15 for all three issues.

Send check or money order to

Ohio’s Future Stars, PO. Box
44402, Columbus, Qhio 43204-0402.
Or wyou ean e-mail Long at

ohiosfuturestars@aol.com.
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Nugent Lands His
Dream Opportunity

By GARY HOUSTEAU
Buckeys Sports Dulletin Staff Writer

Centerville, Ohio, must be a safe
haven for first-year Buckeye coaches.

Shortly after his hiring in December
1987, John Cooper went to Centerville
High School to tab Kirk Herbstreit as
the very first prep player to commit to .
his program. New OSU ecoach Jim
Tressel almost nabbed his very first
verbal commitment from there as well.

Although Chris Gamble was actual-
ly the first recruit to verbally commit
to OSU under the Tressel regime, kick-
er Mike Nugent of Centerville High
School had already made his mind up
on Jan. 26, some five days before

-

TR .
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NAME — Mike ﬂugar!t

HIGH SCHOOL — Centerville, Ohlo

POSITION — Kicker

HEIGHT, WEIGHT — 5-10, 165 pounds

40-YARD DASH TIME — 4.65 seconds

BENCH PRESS — 225 pounds

GRADE-POINT AVERAGE — 3.3

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTS — Scored o 20 on the ACT and o 1000 on the SAT.

VITAL STATISTICS — As a senlor, Nugent was a firstteam Western Ohio League
and All-Southwest District selection. He was also a secondteam Division | All-Ohlo
solection. He connected on 5 of 7 fleld-gonl opportunities as a senlor, when he also
served as Centorville's quarterback. He kicked a schoolrecord 52-yard field goal
this past year, He converted 13 of 17 field goals In his career and was a perfect 29
of 29 on PATs in 2000. He totaled 262 points In his fouryear career. He comes from
the same high school that produced former OSU quarterback and WBNS-AM/ESPN
commentator Kirk Herbstreit.

COACH'S COMMENT — “Mike will work yearround on his kicking. He practices
nonstop on his own, He's pretty much a selfmade kicker. (Former Buckeye) Tim
Willlams has been a mentoer to him all the way through high school. 3

"He's only going to get better because he's not going to be a position player. In
high school, he's running an option football team up and down the field and then we
stop and ask him to kick a field goal right in the middle of the drive. Up there, he's
only going to be a kicker and he's going to get stronger and as a result, he's only
going to get better as o kicker,

*He's got strong character and o real genuine Integrity, and he's a great kid from
o great family." — Centerville coach Ron Ullery

Gamble went public. Nugent just wait-
ed to give the formal announcement
during his official visit the weekend of
Fab, 2-4.

Nugent, however, could just as easi-
Iy have been a Pittsburgh Panther by
now. He was on his way to visit the
school on the last weekend in January
when his fortunes changed.

*Mike was en route to visit
Pittsburgh, he was in the car with his
parents when (OSU recruiting coordi-
nator Bill) Conley called here at the
high school and said they were going to
offer him,” said Centerville coach Ron
Ullery. “So wo contacted Mike's parents
on the road on the cell phone.”

Nugent was asleep in the car at the
time but when he woke up, his parents

. had him call Conley right back.

“When I talked to him on the phone,
he said they wanted to offer me a schol-
arship,” Nugent said. “He knows that
I've wanted to go to Ohio State all of
my life, go ho said to just come up for a
visit that next weekend and meet all of
tho coaches. And I did that and com-
mitted on Saturday afternoon the next
weekend.”

Despite the dream offer from
Conley, Nugent did go through with his
visit to Pittsburgh and they eventually
offered him ns well, The Ohio State
offer, however, came just in the nick of
time.

“I nover expected them to call me
when they did,” he said. "But when
they did I was really surprised. It was
just great.”

Because of the coaching change, not
a lack of confidence, Nugent thought
that the OSU staff had other priorities
to deal with right away.

“I wasn't sure that was anything on
their minds because they had a lot of
guys to take care of,” he said. “And I
really didn’t think they'd give another
scholarship to' a kicker because they
Jjust did last year.”

But Conley kept the lines of commu-
nication open between Nugent and
08U,

“I had been talking to Coach Conley
for n while and he said just stay in
touch and den’t put Ohio State out of
your mind because things could just
fall into place,” Nugent said. “Everyone
told me to be patient, you always get
what you deserve, and I finally did,

Mike Nugent

“When Ohio State offered, I dropped
everything and decided that I wanted
to go to Ohio State.”

Luckily for Nugent, Conley was in
his corner the entire time, Nugent was
a veteran of four OSU summer camps

..and Conley must have seen something

special in him,

“Conch Conley really had a lot of
faith in me,” Nugent said. “He really
tried hard to bring me in. But Coach
Cooper 1 think just wanted (current
redshirt freshman k:cknr] Josh Huston
on scholarship.”

Along with the new coaching staffl
came another ally for Nugent.

“Coach (Mark) Dantonio actually
recruited me from Michigan State and
I got to know him really well,” Nugent
said, “I was told at a meeting Coach
Dantonio actually brought my name up
and with Conley’s input they decided to
give me an offer.”

Nugent himself couldn't have drawn
up any better scenpario than the way
things worked out.

“Everything worked out so perfect,”
he said. “I guess that's just how it is
with kicking scholarships. If you're

patient, it could happen/in the end.”

That said,.you still have to be good
enough to even warrant consideration
for one of those hard-to-come-by kick-
ing scholarships, and Nugent kicked
for four years at Centerville with n
great deal of accuracy. For his career
he was 13 of 17 on field goals, including
a school-record long of 52 yards.

While leading the team as the full-
time-quarterback in his senior season,
Nugent connected on 5 of his 7 field
goal attempts and converted on all 29
of his extra point tries.

“Obviously Mike's got a good strong
leg for Ohio State to express the inter-
est in him as a kicker,” said Ullery.

“But he played halfback his first two
years for us and quarterback this past
year and he kicked for us. So he's a
football player that kicks, he's' not a
kicker that plays football. He was our
most wvaluable player on offense
because of his gquarterbacking this
year. He's a great athlete.”

In addition to Nugent's physical tal-'

HOBBIES — Participating in sports and
SCHOOLS INTERESTED IN — Signed

Green and Central Michigan, All offered a scholarship.

working on school projects,
with Ohio State over Plttsburgh, Bowling

ents, Ullery said he really likes his
player's mental makeup as well.

“l think really his strongest quali-
ties are his competitiveness and his
character,” the conch said. "In addition
to just being a tremendous kicker, he
was a leader for us, he was one of our
captains. And he's a great compatitor.
He doesn't back down from a challenge
ever.”

Ullery said that Nugent has been
preparing himself to be a collegiate
kicker for a long time.

“Mike’s boen around a lot of camps
and he's gotten good reviews from a lot
of places,” he said. “He's got a real
quick whip in his leg and gets the ball
up off the ground real quick. He's been
going to these camps and practicing
Idcking off the ground, not just off a tee
as wo do in high school,”

Despite having Huston already at

08U, Ullery thinks Ohio State is a
good fit for Nugent.

“Mike’s a competitor and he doesn't
back away from competition,” he said.
“He knows there is competition up
there and he knows that he's going to
have to win the job. And he still didn't
hesitate to make the decision to come
to Ohio State.”

With Dan Stultz no longer around,
it appears that Huston and Nugent
will go head to head for the kicking job.

“1 love to compete and 1 know that
I'm going to have to do that for the next
four years, just compete with Josh
Huston,” Nugent said. “I think that
will actually make the team a lot better
because the better kicker is going to be
on the field. 1

“I'm really working at it hard
already because 1 know Josh is work-
ing hard ot it, too.”

[Talita’s Mexican Restaurant
Mexican Food, BROWNSville Texas Style

2977 N. High St. in Cfmronwh'e 262 sooo

Family Recipes, Off Street Parklng, Legal Beverages,
Casual Atmosphere, Vegetarian Dlsho.s

WE HONOR GOLDEN BUCKEYE
Luncheon Specials 11am-3pm MONDAY-THURSDAY

CLOSED SUNDAYS .
PROUD TO BE IMITATED... ;
SORRY WE CAN'T BE DUPLICATED
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