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Sugar Much
Sweeter This
Time Around

Buckeyes Bounce Texas A&M,
Finish Second In Major Polls

pens
Bowl,”
after his

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Huckeye Sports Hulletio Editor

Monday
OSU coach John Cooper said
team's win.

night in the Fiesta

“If Tennecssee

The Ohio State Buckeyes made
their case for at least a piece of the
national championship in the Sugar
Bowl

It is too bad, though, the jury never
Kot a chance to deliberate on the mat-
Ler.

No. 3 Ohio State stopped Texas
A&M 24-14 in the Sugar Bowl Jan. 1
thien held its breath as the nation's top
two teams, Tennessee and Florida
State, battled it out in the fArst-ever
Bowl Championship Series title game
in the Fiesta Bowl

A shaky Florida State win might
have opened the door for Ohio State
(11-1) to back-door its way to at least o
piece of the school's first national
championship in 30 years

wing, [ don't have an argument.”

Instead of that argument, the
Buckeyes do have their second No. 2
final ranking in three years, joining
the 1988 OSU team that finished
behind Florida after winning the Rose
Bowl

Thg win capped perhaps the best
season in Cooper's 1l-year reign. The
Buckeyes matched their 11-1 record
from that 1996 Rose Bowl season

And, for good measure, OSU defeat-
ed Michigan and won a bowl game in
the same season for the first time since
1982

This marked just the sixth time in
OS5U history that the Buckeyes have
turned that elusive feat, Besides 1982,
OSU did it in 1954, '57, '68 and 81

“It's a great feeling because it's been

But that did not happen as unbeat-
en Tennesseo (13-0) cruised to a 23-16
win over the Seminoles (11-2) Jan. 4 to
stake its claim as the nation’s undis-

so long since

an Ohio State team has
won a Michigan game and a bowl game
to finish out the year”

said quarter-

puted champion
“I think it all depends on what hap-

Continued On Page 7

HAPPY MOMENT — OSU senior defensive backs Damon Moore (13)
and Antoine Winfield (11) are all smiles moments after the
Buckeyes defeated Texas A&M 24-14 at the Sugar Bowl. The seniors
helped OSU post a 43-7 mark over the last four years.

Clarke, McNutt Commit; Blg Weekend Set

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

With just a month left before national signing day,
the Ohio State football staff will be looking to close out
its 1999 recruiting campaign on a high note.

The Buckeyes took two big steps forward Dec. 19
when OSU coach John Cooper secured verbal commit-
ments during visits with Shaker Heights, Ohio, offen-
sive lineman Adrien Clarke and Park Forest (I1l.) Rich

Zast defensive back Richard McNutt

That pair gave Ohio State 15 verbal commitments
in this year's class. Counting scholarships promised to
a pair of 1998 high school graduates (offensive line-
man Ivan Douglas and defensive back Ziyvier Walker),
the Buckeyes have used 17 of their available 18 schol-

arships — by BSB's unofficial
count.

It should be noted, however,
that total could rise if and when
players leave the program,
either for the pros or because of
injuries or academics.
According to sources, OSU fig-
ures to be able to accept as
many as five or six more play-
ers in this class before signing
day. Adrien Clarke

The Buckeyes will begin the
stretch drive with a powerhouse weekend of official
visits Jan. 8-10.

A number of the nation's top prospects — such as
Georgia wide receiver Reggie Brown, Michigan line-

backer T.J. Duckett, Maryland defensive lineman
Darnell Dockett and Florida offensive linemen Bryce
Bishop and Vernon Carey — are expected among o
group that could number 25 prospects

Clarke, McNutt Come Aboard

With OSU taking a day off from bow] preparation,
Cooper was able to make a whirlwind trip to lock up
two key prospects in Clarke and McNutt

There were rumors that Clarke (6-5, 315, 5.1) had
committed to Ohio State while making an unofficial
visit for the Michigan game.

But he had opted to keep his plans secret until the
time was right to make it public. With OSU coach
John Cooper and assistants Mike Jacobs and Tim

Continued On Page 8




Buckeyes Accept Another No. 2 Final Rank
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“Wo will all look baek at this s o big
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Tudeinnkd was not about to 1ot a bit
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Senlors Celabrate

OBU's senlor class Jeaves with
four-your revord of 437 — the most
wing by a cluss in sehiool history.
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bl Illu-u loave Dhio Blale na the
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tistary, miad ohivfoualy P very proud of
those guys

Rplrt ond David Miston, eourngeous
Ly playlg on o gimpy ankle, dedivated
his parformance t ORUs doparting
playurs.
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ime time TV appearance me
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for the fire for this season
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something like that happen again®
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Five Of Nation’s Top 25 Due In This Weekend
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‘Il was an bonor o he recruitesd so
heawily by the No 1 team in the coun-
ty”

Marke, why lenthes 370 pounds, s

detrrmune) o quslify acdemically —
although both his GPA, 10 the 2 1 ronge,
and test seor

He helpes) lesd Shaker Heizhits ta a
10-1 mark and « Divisun | playell
Lerth This vear L led tho way as team-
mate Derrick Tatum rushed for over
1,500 yords. Me had 35 pancake blocks
and 1040 Onislesd Dl ks

1 like to peeind the ball at people,”
be said "The runpung pnme s probably
my strong peant ”

Clarks was ranked Oluos seventh-

05U Foothall Verbal Commitments

ball »1 Ohio Slate.

Foollafl players who have lssund verbal cesssfiments to play callage feat

Player Pos. ML Wt Migh Schoal

Tim Anderson oL 64 280 Ciyds, Dhio

Adrien Clarke oL 65 315 Shaker Heights, Ohlo
Curtis Crosby DB 511 185 Colontes Lastmoor

Mika Doss DB 60 190 Canton (Ohio) McKinley
Ben Martsock T1E 64 260 Chillicothe (Ohio) Unioto
Jesse Kiline RO 62 215 Upper Arlinglon, Ohlo
Craig Krenzel QB 64., 215 Utica (Mich.) Ford
Maurico Lee WR 510 160 Cileveland South

Kelton Lindsay RB 61 190 Lebanon, Ohio

Richard McNutt DB 60 170 Park Forest (1) Rich East
Pat O'Neill B 64 215 Cuyahoga Falls (Ohic) Walsh Jesuit
Fred Pagac Je. LB 62 230 Dublin [Ohia) Coffman

B.). Sander P 63 190 Cincinnatli Roger Bacon
Matt Wilhelm LB 65 240 Elyria (Ohis) Cathollc

Matt Zahn OL 67 350 S\ Henry, Ohio

wd wark -

best senior prospect by The Ohio
Fothall Necrutting News and as the
nations ninth-best offensive tackle by
The National Heeruiting Adnisor

MeNutr 160, 170, 4 5) was regarded
s une of the nation’s top defensive
hacks pnor to his senior season. Bul he
mussed the entire year due to o srvere
ankle #prain

McNutt visitedl OSU Dee 4 and came

OHIO STATE BUCKEYE
FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Listen as Bill Kurelic of The Ohio Football Recruiting News tells you
everything you need to know about Ohio State Buckeye football
recruiting! And you now have lwo ways to access the information!

Bill Kurelic’s
OHIO STATE RECRUITING HOTLINE

Bl Kurelic now has a credit card hothing, The call is toll-lree. All charges
are conwervently biled to your Visa or Mastercard. There are no charges
on your phane bill. You can hear Bill Kurelic's Ohio State recruting
information from aress blecked to 900 numbers, from schools or
buzinesses, cell phones, and internationallyl Get the most up-to the
minute information available. Bill Kurelic talks each day with prospects
Or»a State is recruiting, He tells you wha has Ohio State as their top

chowce, wha has scheduled an olficial visit to Otwo State and when, gives
you all the commitments as they happen, and marel Just call;

1-877-820-4550

81,69 par minute  Conveniently billed 1o your Mastercard or Vigs

O tor same iformanon you can call Bill Kurelic’s very popular 900 hotline,

1-900-820-4550

§1.69 por minute - Musl e 10 or cider 1o call

Also wvisit Bl Kuredic's Otuo State weh sitel

www .kurelicrecruiting.com

away ssying OSU was his top schenl.

“It felt like it was homes there, yot it
was still a pood ways away,” he saud

He then saw UCLA Dee. 11, but the
Buckeyes muintained their lead. A
nudie frum Cooper and Spencer led
McNutt o pick the Bockeyea over
UCLA, Northwestern, Michigan State
and Flonds

MeNutt said he shook Cooper’s hand
ond said, *1 want to be a Bockeye.”

He soid hia ankle is bepinning to
reapand, although he has pot been able
1o join his schoal’s baskethall team yet
this winler

“l hurt it on Aug. 15, the first day of
contact drills,” he said. "It actually hap-
pened dunng a drill where 1 rolled 2 |
taped it up and kept practicing, but |
couldn’t do much afler | took the tpe off™

MeNutt's reputation was built on a
big junmior year in which he intercepted
nine paszes and returned two of them
for touchdowns

He feels he can earn bis woy into the
rotation in the secondary at OSU next
year,

“l know I can go up there and play
next year,” McNult said. *1 just have
that intuition.™

He eays he's done moking official vis-
s,

“My wmach told me thol once | make
o decsion, don't ever look back” he
ruid. “I'm going o be in Lhere in the fall.
I feel good about my decsien. [t's o big
relief Lo make up my mund ”

MeNutt bolds a 3.2 GPA and scored o
19 on the ACT. He is also a state mest
qualifier in track in the long jump,
triple yjump and 400 metors.
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* Reggie Brown, wide recefusr,
Carrulliton, Ga. — Beswn (4.5, ITh
AZE is bwth Uesrpia’s Lop ewernll
prospect ard the nutems No § wide
receiver. sesveding to TNERA
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OVER STORY: FOOTBALL RECRUI

Catholic — '+ TRLE 150

3 W X it He w vt all league
Pk a rworsver and dejensmve el last
¥ = » bebwwr he enuld

rnt tight esxd. As a semuer, he
s o averagmd 23 vunds

He beascbues 150 poends~This 3.0 stu-
den! =or=d n 25 on the ACT He visited
Duke Dec 4 and Northwestern Dec. 11
Besades OSUL he will =eo Indwna Jan.
15, Michigan State mould also get o look,
= Atari Callen. defensive back,
Concord (Calif) DeLaSalle — Callen
510, 130, 4 4) has visited Washungton
and UCLA previously. After OSU, he
plans o visit Anzona Jan. 15 and per-
haps Cal Jan. 22

He savs he has no clear favorile at
thus tume. TNRA ranks Callen among
the nation’s top 15 mnmng bocks after
he rushed for over L.500 yards, but he
figures to play defensive back at the cul-
lege level.

* Vernon Carvey, offensive line-
man, Minmi Northeastern — Carey
16-6, 321, 52) 1= TNIWA's top oflensive
tacklv and u USA Today first-team pick.

Carry blocked at 91 percent efficien-
ey ond averaged seven pancake blocks a
game He led Northwestern o a 15-0
mark und o second strmght Class GA
state Utle. The team fOnished fourth in
USA Todoy's natinnal mnkings

Carey previously saw Kentucky and
plans Lo see Flonds Joan. 22 Miami
(Fla.) moy also be in the picture.

Carev beaches 410 pounds, holds o
2.6 GPA and scored 1 930 on the SAT.

s [tyshaun Conover, wide receiv-
er, Lakewood, N.J. Conover i6-2,
200, 4 45) 15 mted among the nolion’s
tep 15 reemvers by TNRA

He 1s reportedly down to just OSU
and Pean Stute WJan. 15), although his
weadenue pictum is cloudy He had 32
eatches and wine touchdowns and aver-
aged 40 vards on kick returns as a
Junior.

* Darncll Dockett, defensive
lineman, Burtonsville (Md.) Paint
Branch — Dackett (6-5, 263, 4 6) is the
nabon's top weak-side defensive end,
according to TNRA, and a first-team
All-USA pick by USA Toduy

He earned thiose accolades on the
feld, tallving 171 tackles (102 sulos), 15
sucks, two fumbles caused and three
blocked kicks. He returned one of lus
two intercepuons 90 yanls for o touch-
down and hud a school enreer-record 47
Hl(h

Dockett rescheduled his OSU wvisit
from Dec. 4 to Jun 8 because he had to
take an SAT test that weekend. He vis-
ited Flomda State Nov 21 for the win
over Flunda, He saw Mianu (Fla | Dec
I8 and will s« Narth Caraling Jan, 15

Divkett holds 0 26 GPA but may
el imuprivenent on the SAT

= T.l. Ducketl., linebacker,
Kalamnzoo (Mich.) Loy Norrix —
Dusches G, 255, 4470 48 roud as
TNEA» 1op strung-side  Lwebacker
proepert and was nlso o (st -tesun Al

USA puce by U'SA Todav

L a sernor, he had 102 tarkles (63
] with 16 [or lusses He roshed for
LG yoars for an R-1 team that joet

virfla

e thiv pla

isted Michigan State, the
ver of hus brother former SISU
r backh T Ducketr, ever the

} weexend withool committing e

D

vimiteed IS along with lus possd (rend

Dockett Nov  J1 He ales  wusibesd
Michugnn Der J1 and UCLA Dec 1A
Thesw are reports b v ous iGterested

el zal visil to Notrw Dame Jan

n ah CRaadls

15

“I'm ruvally
ennfurned  new "
Duskett sanl
after the UULA

visit “All of these
schuals are aboul
esun nght now ™

Duckett's
physenl creden-
tuals are, in somne
wnys, Andy
Rutzenmoyer-
like, Besides lus sub-4.5 40-yard time,
he benches in the 425 to 450-pound
rupge He holds o 3.0 GPA and scored
an 18 an the ACT.

* Kareem Kelly, wide receiver,
Long Beach (Calif.) Poly — Kelly (6-
2, 180, 4.4) has commutted to USC, but
he still seems intent on visiing OSU as
well as Colorudo LJan. 15). Flonda could
also get a look.

Kelly, one of TNRA'S top five recoiver
prospects, ix a former high school team-
mate of 05U recerver Ken-Yon Ramba.

* Dashaun McCullough, defen-
sive back, Gardena (Califl) Serra —
MeCullough (5-11, 150, 4.4) has already
vigsited Texus A&M und Colorado,

Besides O3S, he also plans to see
UCLAJan 15 and Cal Jan 22

* Scott McMullen, quarterback,
Granville, Dhio — McMullen (64,
200, 4.8) tald BSB be was offered o
scholarship Dec. 16, hiterally the day
aller Chris Simms commitled to
Tennessee, The Buckeyes seem ntent
on bulding their depth at quarter-
back.

“l think they need an extra guy
because they may not be sure which
side of the ball Steve Dellisan will
play on,” McMullen said. “Tt's real
excitig for them to offer me, especial-
Iy growing up just 20 minutes from the
Horseshoe ™

McMullen has wvisited Michigun
State and Pitt He may also visit
Flonda State Jan 15 and perhaps West
Virguma as well,

As a semar, McMullen completed 118
of 191 passes (62 percent! for 2,577
yards with 24 touchdowns and just five
interceptions. In three seasons, he
threw for 6,100 yards and 58 touch-
dnwm.

He was rated as Ohio's 21st-hest
prospect by TOFRN

* Tony Milton, running back,
Tullnhassee (Flu) Narth Florida
Christinn — Milton (5-10, 180, 4.5) 1=
roted among the nation’s top three all-
purpase backs by TNRA

He 15 reportedly leanmg to OSLU,
although  Auburn, Tennessee and
Syracuse could also pet visits durning
January

* Clint Mitchell, defensive line
man, Clearwater (Fla) Countrvside
— Mitchell 16-7 1/2, 245, 471 prefems o0
pluy defense, althragh he s also a
standout offergve losman

Superl'rop hes him Zird among all
defensive lnemen, while TNHRA rales
bt us the nation’s 20th best offensive
tackle

Mizchwell, who suw OSU uneflicaally
for the Michigea game, visited Cesrga
Dec 11 and Ransss Siate Dec 18 He
plans to e Tenmeses cither Jan 15 or
Z2 amd Flernda Jan 73 He plans tn take
all five vusita

Mitchmll bad 14 wacks
He lumches TH) pounds, clesns 770 asd
sguasts 4Th He hodds o 22 GPA sad
sored & 21 w0 the A(TT

s Kendyll Pope, linebacker, Lake
City (Fla) Columbia — Pope (83

T.). Duckett

Yim weasem

commitied 1o Flornls Stae
A1 fur the

210 448
durning s amoflicial veat Ne
Flortla game

Still, he s bwbing at sther sl
He cuneeled a Dve 15 tnip te Nl
(Fla.l Aler OSU he plans to wes
Tennesser Jan. 15 FSU Jan. 22 and
Alubama Jun 29

*I am very anxious to see Oluo
Swte.” Popo said “U'm lwking forward
to coming to Columbus. My dad tald me
there was a lot of snow up Lhere That
will be different becanse ['ve only seen
snow one tine.”

He exeels a2 an inside linshacker but
fizls he'll play outside at the colleps
level In fuct, he is rated as one of the
nation’s top five weak-side LTI proapects
by TNRA

He amassed 175 tackles, five sacks
and two inlercoplions this year ofter
logming nearly 200 tackles as a junwor.

Pope, who benches 380 pounds, holds
a 2.5 GPA and retook the ACT Dec 12
He had a 16 on ns first attempt

* Alun Reuber, offensive line-
man, Plano, Texas — Reober (5.7
276, 4.895) visited Texas Dec. 15 but dud
not commit. Besides OSU, he s sull
scheduled to sec Notre Dame Jan. 15
He has previously visited Muum (Flao)
and Texas A&M

“More and more uas tume goes on, |
firel like | want to stay in state,” be smd
“1 did make an unofficial visit there over
the summer and got to know Coach
Jocohs and Coach (Jon! Tenuta, whe
recruits this area, really well”

Reuber, who benches well over 300
pounds. led his team to a 10-3 mark and
thurd-round playoll berth

Reuber was born in Cleveland and
lived in Columbus during his sixth- and
seventh-grade vears.

He holds o 29 GPA and scored a 24
on the ACT and a 1050 an the SAT

* Nate Stead, fullback, Maron
(Ohio) Harding — Stead (6-0, 2457 =
an intriguing player who has burst onto
the scene. He could be pegped to back
up Jamar Martin, espeaally if Sean
Penny 1s unable to return due to injury.

Stead. who will visit OSU either Jan
8 or 15, has an offer from Akron and wall
go there unless OSU or Miclugan State
affer lum o scholarship This power ruz-

— arreml  far sria -5
EiTpe M vrag Pegl af i “egmr » RESTS
e e n Ko Ty

— wrewaserd B
cemenl o L

[ 51 R ———_ -
afMet bra
Inwisern | peawaiia

* Fred Sturrup, defonsive Do
man, PMlantation, Fla. — oy 54
T80, 49 i BSE that be e (ES0

fer be ween OSU

Florula Ssaee Jan 15 Missass Jan 2
and Mixey (Fla ) Jan, 29 e peosssaly
sarw Virgiomin Tech

*T like therr repuotatesm ™ Sturrop
mald af OSLT “They tresst thenr plepers
grod That somuds liks wise= | want w
be.~

Yot Storrup, ™oked msth cmemg
deflimxrve tackles astesally by TRNEA
wnY close to making 1t affessl

“1 don\ plan to comma ol gy
duy,” he sud

As o ey, Storrap notched 15 ssrks
bding b temen o an 13-] merh and 8
plavell berth. As o jorsor, be tallled 5
tackios mxd aime mwin domg b Sl
12-1 playell run. His Mastaton Tsum wa
knocked oot of the plovels w Cureww
Northwesten Dee 10

“l1 have mamly plaved oo Sackie,
but I've nlso played somoe end ™ Storrep
said. "] want to play eod at the callege
level™

Sturrap, who besches IS0 pousds
holds o 2.3 GPA He needs an tmmewed
teat scure o order to gualdy

* Drandon Ward. defensive back,
Dallas Rimball — Ward (55 (35 45
1S 2 TROgY seng safely prospect, raed
amomg the nation’y Gre best by TNEA

He reportedly bas a top Cowe of
Flonda State, OSU amd Neloruska He
saw FSUT Dec. 11 and Nabraska Dec. 1S
Ward esuld pestpeme OSU and see
Mickigan mstend lan 5

“The foxthall temey wtoeed oxt bett
they stressed acsdesmos there, 0"
Ward smd of s wsits o FSU and
Nebrasks

He san] be began fallewsg OSU =
1995 wath the starstndded team thas
inchuled Edde Geerge, Babby Heexg
and Terry Glesm He sad he s lookssg
for an oppertzmity W play nght ey

He halds o B- average sad took the
ACT Dec. 12

Ntiaad Tesry s

b Do —eaie am Ly
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*Roses, Fresh Dadlv

*Silk Arrangements
*Holland Flowers
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*Balloons and Frue Baskers
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1687 Reed Road w Hendomen
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Will Underclassmen Stay Or Will They Go?

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Ever the optimist, OSU coach John
Cooper believes he will not lose any of his star
underclnssmen early to the National Football
League

That would be quite a ¢oup for the
Buckeyes, who could lose All-Americans like
split end David Boston or linebacker Andy
Ratzenmoyer to the pros if they declare such
intentions by Jan. 8

“I think they're all coming back,” Couper
said prior to the Sugar Bowl. "1 dont think we
have an underclassman, in my opinion, who
is ready to go to the NFL.*

Cooper's cause was buoyed prior to the
game when junior tailback Michael Wiley
announced he would return. Things got even
better afterward when junior guard Rob
Murphy said he would also be back.

It would be hard to find a program that
has been stung more by early departures
thun Ohio State. Although no Buckeyes were
drafted last year, OSU has seen 10 under-
clasgmen bolt for the draft since 1992 That
contingent s marked by No. 1 overall
draftees “Big Daddy” Dan Wilkinson, who left
after the 1993 seasan, and Orlando Pace, who
left after the ‘06 campaign.

During Sugar Bowl preparation, Cooper
did his level best to persuade OSU's fence-sit-
Ling juniors to retum to the Buckeyes

*| think they should all come back. Why
should they leave™ the coach asked.

“If they are the No. 1 pick, they should
leave — how can you improve on perfect?
Orlando (Pace) and Danny (Wilkinson) were
the No. 1 guy picked

“Shawn (Springs) was the No. 1 delensive
baick picked (in 1997)."

Boston Looks Gone

There were rumor swirling around New
Orleans that Boston would announce he was
leaving OSU, likely at a Jan. 6 press confier-
ence in Columbus. It was reported that he
would have his sister, who would serve as his
agent, at his side.

After eaming Sugar Bowl MVP honors,
however, Boston said the decision was not a
slam dunk.

“Leaving early ... I've learned to set goals
ever since I've been a freshman here at Ohio
State,” he said. “Leaving early is not my No.
1 goal”

When asked if that meant he would stay,
he said, “That doesn't mean anything. My
decision will be made by Jan. 8.

Cooper added his two cents on his record-
breaking wide receiver

*I don't think he'll enter the draft,” Cooper
said. "David indicated to me two or three
weeks ago that if he was not the No. 1 receiv-
or taken in the draft, be was coming back

*If David was going to be the No. 1 wide
receiver picked, [ don't know if | would be able
to argue with it.”

Boston’s Sugar Howl performance — 11
cotches, 106 yards — only helped him extend
many of his OSU records. He ended the year
with OSU single-season records for catches
(85) and yards (1,436) as well as career marks
for catches (191), yards (2,855) and touch-
downs (34).

He broke both yardage marks — previ-
ously held by Terry Glenn for the 1995 season
and Gary Williams for his career (1979-82) —
during the Sugar Bowl,

Sports [lustrated recontly listed Boston
as its No. 10 overall draft choice. Some
sources, though, say he should go as the third
wide receiver behind Florida State’s Peter
Winrnick and N.C. State’s Torry Holt.

And therw is the small matter that Boston
eould have more business to attend to on the
college level. He could be a eandidate for the
Heisman Trophy and the Biletnikofl Award if
he comes back and would be a key piece in
any OSU national title run

|
1
I
4
|
|
]

SONNY BROCAWSET

DECISIONS, DECISIONS — Above, OSU guard Rob Murphy tells
reporters just after the Sugar Bowl he plans to return for his senior
season. Below, OSU split end David Boston accepts the Sugar Bowl
MVP award and says he is still pondering his plans,
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“1 think he should come back because of
the college experience,” Cooper said. “He's
having more fun now than he'll ever have in
hia life,

“David's situation is o little different. He
does not come from an economically deprived
family. Heo's living o pretty good life now. 1
think he should come back.”

Katzenmoyer Remains Mum

While Boston's stock has risen this year,
Katzenmoyer's has fallen after o lackluster
Junior year. He could be a mid-to-late first
rounder.

“If Andy is the first linebacker taken,
maybe he should leave,” Cooper said. “But I
don't think he will be the first linebacker
taken."

Katzenmoyer, blistered by media cover-
age for his off-season drunken driving arrest
and his plight to regain his academic eligi-
bility in summer school, has not spoken to
reporters covering the team since midsea.
son.

However, sources say he would like to
retum to the team. Maintaining his eligibil-
ity would be the key stumbling block. He
:epom-dly took his autumn quarter classes

ass/fnil” = and passed them all — so his
&";\ hovering near the eligibility limit,
would not be threatened

Another source told BSB that the
Katzenmoyer family had canceled meetings

SONNY BROCA WY

with potential agents, perhaps signaling his
retum

For more on Katzenmoyer, see Ohio
State Insider on page 4.

Murphy, Wiley Back In Fold

Prior to heading to New Orleans, Murphy
told reporters he had pretty much decided
which way he was leaning, but he did not
share the deasion with the media

That changed after the game when the
All-American guard and pillar of the offensive
line told reporters he would be back for a fifth
year.

T be here next yeas,” he said. "l'm happy
to have the privilege of playing .

Prior to the Sugar , ?-lu:phy said he
was seriously considering making the jump to
the NFL after eaming All-American honors
fram Football News and the AP,

“You have to examine every avenue,” he
sald. *You can't keep your chips in one bag.
You've got to look.

“It's a distraction if you let it be, I play for
this university. 1 love this untversity. Right
now you're playing for the best program in
the country and the best coach in the country
Its not a distraction for me. I'm honored to
play with the guys I'm playing with.”

From a personal standpoint, he has aecom-
plished a lot

“The things | wanted to set out and do dif+
ferently than last year, 1 think I'm doing

them.”

But the national title — one goal that has
remained out of reach — still weighs on
Murphy's mind.

“Everybody's main goal is to win a nation-
al championship,” he said. “Year in and year
out, we put ourselves in the pasition to make
a run for that. That's the main motivation for
coming back to Ohio State.

“There are so many intangibles a lot of peo-
ple don't understand. You have your friends
and the relationships with the coaches. Coach
(Mike) Jucobs is my second dad. He really is
He's my dad away from home, so to speak.

intangibles outweigh the money.
The money is guing to be there.

“Of all the guys who could leave, every one
of us would benefit by staying another yoar”

Likewise, Wiley says he has more to
accomplish at the college level

“There have been a couple of people calling
me,” ho said. “T will definitely look into it, but
I don't think anything will persuade me to

m:m WL
t thing for me is | haven wan
nnntmm.l pionship. I'd like to do some
I haven't done yet, like make a couple
-American teams and maybe get put into
Plo of (awards) races.”

“dwccllpwdﬂm 1,000-yard mark in his
first season as the starter at tailback. He had
already decided tw stay before the game, and
an ankle injury suffered late in the contest
probably clinchos it, despite the fact tharu
appears to be a dearth of unpact-quality run.
nuing backs in this draft class

"Hopefully 1 can come back and the team
will count on me to make some big plays and
to caury the offense,” Wiley said.

« "You never know If David would leave,
K-.nth {Rambo) and Rawe (Germany) are
by no means slouches. We're going to have a
good team.

‘]-hr:lnl.b' T'll be u main part of the offense
and it to keep rolling.”

Tho un Is um‘ And Dlstln‘ullhod

nzo Sp start-
ed tha m:ml'. trend ufl]ucku}'u to leave early
for the pros when he bolted after the 1691 sea-
»OT.

Ayear later, OSU lost safety Roger H.
and tailback Hobert Smith. Wilkinson le
year later.

Three Buckeyes, linebacker Craig Powell,
tackle Korey Stringer and linebacker Lorenzo
Styles, left after the 1994 season. Wide receiv-
er Terry Glenn departed aftor the 1995 cam-

paign.
Pace and Springs came next after OSUs
1996 Rose Euwfm

High-profile Buduyu- who resisted the
wrge to tumn pro a year early include Line-
backer Steve Tovar, n senior in 1992, wide
receiver Jooy Galloway, who retumed for his
final year in 1904; tailback Eddie George, who
retumed in 1995 to win the Heisman after
rushing for 1,442 yards ns a junior; and cor-
nerback Antoine Winfield, who finished up his
eligibility this season after earning All-
American honors last year,

Winfield was asked what he would say to
his teammates regarding their decision.

“Talk to your family and talk to your
coaches,” he said "If you think you're pre-
pared and you're ready to make that big step,
go for it.

*1 didn't go because I didnt think I was
ready.”

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables

Announces New Prices:
$16.95 Per Book

$45.00 For a Set of 3 Volumes
Available At Your Favorite Book Store
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OHIO STATE VS. TEXAS A&M

Buckeyes Bag The Ags

Despite Bum Ankle, Boston Helps
OSU To Sugar Bowl Win Over AGM

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

As Jan. 1 faded quietly and slowly into
Jun, 2, deep in the recesses of the cavernous
Louisiana Superdome there was OSU split
end David Boston cutching the Miller-
Dighy Award as the Sugar Bowl MVP.

Boston, who missed much of the final
week of OSU's bowl preparations with an
ankle sprain, came up big as the go-to man
in the Buckeyes' 24-14 win over upset-mind-
ed Texas A&M in the Sugar Bowl

Baoston, OSU's All-American receiver,
overcame an ankle sprain suffered when he
slipped on a patch of ice while home in
Texas on Christmas break.

Although he did not catch a touchdown
pass — he and quarterback Joe Germaine
barely missed connections on a pair of
would-be scores — he pulled in a season-
high 11 passes for 105 yards

“T just wanted to go out there and have
fun like we did all year,” said Boston, who
rewrote the OSU receiving record book this
seasan,

“l was probably 80 percent. It was OK
early in the game, but as it went on it was
kind of sore. I just had to suck it up and
show some heart for these seniors.”

08U coach John Cooper credited OSLU's
training staff for getting Boston ready for
the game

“Our trauners, Bill Davis and Doug
Calland, did a good job of working with
Davidwhis.week,” he said. “We held hum out
of practice. He didn't practice hardly at all. [
thought David made a good effort to get
himself healthy and our doctors and train-
ers treated him well”

Boston agreed — his play and MVP
honor were team efforts,

“That's a team award right there,” he
said. “That just shows you right there. I just
wantaed to go out and help the team I had to
fair catch some punts and things like that,
but I'm happy for everybody:

“My ankle was hurting real bad, but they
did a good job taking care of it during the
week "

Hounded by questions of whether he
plans to leave OSU a year early for the NFL
— he remained noncommittal after the
game — Boston repeatedly made possession
catches to keep OSU drives alive

"1 Just wanted to concentrate on the
game and play the best game L could,” he
sadd

“l didn't want to be involved with the
questions about me leaving. [ just wanted to
focus and play the best game I could against
Texas Adeh.”

Germaine noticed Boston was not at full
capability. But even at 80 percent, he proved
to be better than most,

“There were a fow times in the ball game
where he tried to make some cuts and he
just couldn't do it as well as he could with a
good ankle," Germaine said.

“He was playing on guts today. He put
his neck on the line. That's just the kind of
guy he 18"

A Win Is A Win

Despite a lnckluster second-half showing
— OSU was held scoreless for a full half for
the first time all year — the Buckeyes were
happy to get an elusive third bowl win in 10
tries under Cooper.

“It always feels good to win, no matter
how you do it," said Germaine, who capped
his stellar OSU career with one more com-
mand performance. He hit on 21 of 38 pass-
es for 222 yards and a touchdown.

The Buckeyes (11-1) fel] behind eighth-
ranked A&M (11-3) 7-0 early before stnking
for three quick touchdowns to grab a com-
manding 21-7 lead. But OSU never seemed
to put the Aggies, champions of the Big 12
Conference, away until the game's waning
moments,

In the final analysis, the Buckeyes did
hold A&M under 100 yards rushing — the
Aggies finished with 96 yards on 27 carries,
With the run bottled up, A&M quarterback
Branndon Stewart attempted an uncharac-
teristic 39 passes, completing 22 of them for
187 yards

“1 thought we played a real good, solid
football game tonight,” Cooper said. “We
played a real good, solid football team. We
took their best shot

“They came out fired up eardly in the
game and scored, and we answered
right back.

“In the second half, T thought both
defenses really buckled down. It was a good,
hard-hitting college football game.”

The Buckeyes also benefited from a
blocked punt by Derek Ross. Teammate
Kevin Griffin recovered the block and
returned it for a touchdown, giving OSU its
21-7 lead

“The blocked punt was the key play in
the game,” deadpanned A&M coach RC.
Slocum. "You can't fall behind a team like
Ohio State like we did.”

‘-\ ~
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SCORE ONE FOR GERMANY — OSU sophomore Reggie Germany
celebrates after toasting Texas A&M's Sedrick Curry (18) on an 18.
yard touchdown catch, The play helped OSU tie the game at 7.7

with B:34 left in the first quarter.

As It Happened

After foreing OSU to punt on the game's
first possession, Texas A&M drew first
blood. The Aggies marched 59 yards in a

uick six plays, "Ihu key play was tailback
%mt.c Hall's 25-yard jaunt down to the
08U 27.

A&M had good success running at the
Buckeyes early as Sirr Parker and Ja'Mar
Toombs each had a 6-yard gain, setting up
Hall's 9-yard touchdown run over the right
gide. He broke a pair of tackle attempts on
the play, lifting the Aggies to a quick 7-0
lead with 10:53 left in the first quarter.

Ohio State answered with an eight-play,
Tl-yard scoring drive. The first key
came on third-and-156 from the OS
when Germaine went deep down the right
side to Dee Miller for a 28-yard gain.

Three plays later, Germaine hooked up
with Boston on a deep slant to net 17 more
yards, Then, after an incompletion,
Germaine found Reggie Germany on a slant
pattern for the 18-yard touchdown, tying
the game at 7-7 with 8:34 left in the first.

*I was just able to be in the right place at
the right time,” Germany said. *] tried to get

the defender off me and to get to the inside
Joe threw a good ball, and | was able to
catch it.”

The Buckeye defense then forced an
A&M punt, giving the offense possession at
its own 29, OSU needed just six plays to
cover the remainiog 71 yards. Michael
Wiley opened this scoring push, picking up
gains of 11 and nine yards on the first two
plays. Germaine then connected with
Boston on a pair of 6-yard gains,

Backup tailback Joe Montgomery then
took over, exploding through a big hole over
the right side and rolling for 29 yards down
to the OSU 10. One play later, Montgomery
got the ball again and busted up the middle
for the 10-yard touchdown, staking OSU to
a 14-7 lead with 4:10 left in the first

“We just ran the counter,” said
Montgomery, who finished with 96 yards on
nine carries, “The line did a great job. Give
the credit to them, It's not about Joe
Montgomery. It's the offensive line. They
executed and I was able to run over a few
people.”

0SU then held A&M to another three-
and-out with the key play coming on third-

..
7 East ogruff Ave,

Columbus, OH 43201
Phone (614) 291-2342
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and-6 as Stewart threw a quick slant to
Parker. OSU's Gary Berry corralled Parker
and waited as teammates Jerry Rudzinsl,
Na'il Diggs and Clinton Wayne combined to
bowl him over for just a 4-yard gain

A&M's Shane Lechler then dropped to
punt, but he suffered his first block of the
sonson as OSU's Ross burst through from
the right side and smothered the kick as it
came ofl his leg. Griffin recovered the locse
ball at the A&M 16 and cruised into ll:u
end zone for the touchdown and a 21.7
0SU lead with 1:69 left in the first

*That ;.:..‘\- changed the momentum of
the game,” Griffin said. *1 .iunk after that
we unk control of the game.

OSU missed a pair of scoring chances
later in the half, failing to capitalize on a
Al-yard run by Montgomery and a later
drive that stalled at the A&M 36

“I was disappointed at halftime that we
didn’t score a couple more touchdowns in
the first hall,” Cooper said

O8SU's two-minute offense did net a 31-
yard Dan Stultz field goal with just 16 sec-
onds left in the half to make it 24-7

Although OSU penetrated all the way
to the A&M 27, the Buckeyes failed to
score on their first second-half possession
A delay-of-game penalty backed the
Buckeyes up .md Stultz was wide left on a
49-yard field goal attempt,

The Aggies then began their elimb back
into the game, A&M drove 68 yards in 11
plays — aided by four OSU penalties that
cost the Buckeyes 40 of those yards
Included in that spate of yellow flags were
a pass interference call that negated o
Damon Moore interception and a defensive
holding ecall that overrode a third-down
incompletion.

With opportunities galore, A&M finally
cushed in as Stewart hit Toombs with a
swing puss that went for 18 yards dowh to
the OSU 8, Two plays later, Stewart hit
Nanker Leroy Hodge on a slant for a 7-yard
touchdown, trimming the gap to 24-14
with 5:24 left in the third

"We had three real key penalties in
their drive that led to their second score,”
Cooper said
The OSU offense sputtered to the finish
line with Stultz missing another field goal,
this one from 47 yards, early in the fourth
quarter. Hut the Agies were never in posi-
tion to threaten OSU, especially after
Rudzinski recovered an errant Stewart lat-
eral pass with 9:15 left in the game

Sugar Bowl Notes

¢ Ohio State won the Sugar Bowl for the
first time ever after losing the 1978 game to
Alabama and last year to Florida State.
0SUs bowl record i now 14-17, including
37 under Cooper

* OSU became just the third school to
win the big five bowls. OSU joined Notre
Dame and Penn State as winners of the

Cotton, Fiesta, Orange, Rose and Sugar
bowls

¢ OSU improved to 4-0 against Texas

A&M. The other wins came in the 1987

Cotton Bowl and in the 1963 and 70 regu-
lar seasons

* With the win over the Agmes, OSU's
record aganst top-10-ranked teams under
Cooper improved to 8-9-1. The Buckeyes
are 25-22-3 against all ranked teams in
Lf\-np‘.ra lenure

A sellout crowd of 76,503 \\ltliL..\ul

the game, much higher than last year's
announced crowd of 67,289 for the 0sU.
Florida State game

* Berry, OSUs free safety, led the
Buckeyes with 12 tackles, 11 of them unas-
sisted. Cornerback Ahmed Plummer also
came up big with 10 golo tackles and three
passes broken up

* Ross blocked o kick for the second con-
secutive game, following up his key block
against Michigan

“l was surprised | was that free” the
freshman said, "1 thought for a second [ could
almost take it out of his hands. But then [ did
what they told me to do all week and just

layed out to make a play on the ball*

The blocked kick was the first against
A&M in five seasons

Unfortunately, Ross also suffered the
indignity of being tossed from the game
after he was invalved in a fracas during
0SUs kickofl return after A&M's third-
quarter touchdown.

“From time to time, emotions spring up
while the |,.|mc is I)ung] ayed,” Ross sai
“Everybody is on the edge out there The
unsportsmanlike call is part of the game
Somebody, (OSU assistant Jim) Heacock, 1

think, grabbed me and got me out of there
There was a little tussle between me and
another player.”

* Native son Jonathan Wells got some
face time on OSU's final possession of the
game. .

The 6-1, 220-pound freshman from
nearby River Rouge, La., carried seven
times for 33 yards as the Buckeyes ran out
the game's final 3:51.

“It's a great feeling for me to be playing
in front of my family,” Wells said. “I had
about 40 family members and friends up

there, It was a great feeling to get in there
in the fourth quarter and get some carries

“We had a lot of fun down here this
week, but we did what we had to do.”

Wells’ showing could be a precursor to
next year: He could replace Montgomery as
0OSU's power back.

“1 was real happy to get Jonathan Wells
in the ball game,” Cooper aaid. "1 think he
showed the people, particularly here in
New Orleans, what kind of running back
he's going to be.”
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TEXAS A&M

A LRCAT ) A A R e A5 9
After Early Success, Buckeyes Couldn’t Score

After scoring touchdowns on two of ita
first three possessions, the OSU offense
appeared well on its way o o big showing
against Texos A&M

But OSUs offensive juggernaut was
held to just a field goal the rest of the way.
Including n blocked punt that went for a
touchdown by the special teams, the
Buckeyes matched their season low for
points with 24

P after p on, the
Buckeyes were stymied in tHeir bid to put
the Aggies and their vaunted Wrecking
Crew defense away,

“I felt we had a pretty fast start,” said
quarterback Joe Germaine, who wrapped
up his OSU carcer by completing 21 of 38
passes for 222 yards and a touchdown.
“We had some mussed opportunities where
we could have put more points on the
board, and 1 take responsibility for that.

“But Texas A&M was a great defense,
They play hard.”

Ohio State’s two early touchdowns both
resulted from 71-yard drives, one taking
eight plays and the other six.

OSU did most of its damage through
the air on the first one as Germaine com-
pleted passes of 28 yards to Dee Miller, 16
yards o David Boston and the 18-yard
touchdown to Reggie Germany.

Then, OSU went to the ground on the
second scoring march, a drive capped by
breathtaking runs of 29 and 10 yards by
power back Joe Montgomery,

Moments later, Derek Roas’ blocked
punt led to another OSU touchdown and a
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with
Steve Helwagen

21-7 lead.

But things did not go as planned after
that as the Buckeyes failed to convert
their next six third-down conversions as
well as a fourth-down try where tailback
Michael Wiley lost two yard® on fourth-
and-1 at the A&M 24 in the second quar-
ter.

Over the final three periods, OSU was
3-for-12 on third-down conversions.

And after having been burnt for
eschewing the long field goal on that
fourth-down try in the first half, OSU
coach John Cooper watched kicker Dan
Stultz misfire on attempts of 49 and 47
yards in the second half.

Afterward, members of the OSU
offense were left to point fingers — at
Texas A&M.

“They did a good job of getting pressure
on us,” Germaine said. “They went with
some eight-man fronts, and we werent
able to capitalize with the long ball. That's
how they did it.

“They gave us o couple looks we weren't
ready for, But for the most part [ thought
wao were pretty steady the whole game.”

Discounting the blocked punt touch-

down, A&M held the Buckeye offense to 17
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MONTGOMERY EXPLODES — OSU tailback Joe Montgomery
roars through a gigantic hole for a 289.yard gain, which set up his
10-yard touchdown run. Also pictured are OSU left guard Rob
Murphy (56) and Texas A&M defensive end Ronald Flemons.

points — slightly more than its regular-
season average of 14.6 points per game.
The Buckeyes came into the game averag-
ing a Big Ten-high 36.9 points per game.

But when the Aggies needed big plays,
including at least three short-yardoge
stops and a pair of third-down sacks, they
got them.

made some adjustments,” said
Montgomery, who closed his OSU career
with a team-high 96 yards on nine carries.
“I give their coaches and their team a lot of
credit, They came in and tried to stop the
run more than ever. They had a lot of peo-
ple in the box.

“Thaey tried to disrupt our offense, but
we were able to overcome that. We made a
few mental mishaps, but overall we played
protty well.”

OSU's frustration began to build just
before halftime. Working in the two-
minute offense, the Buckeyes picked up 40
yards and had a first down at the A&M 15
with 51 seconds left.

A first-down draw play to Wiley netted
just two yards before a pair of incomple-
tions forced OSU to bring Stultz out for a
31.yard field goal, which pushed the lead
to 24-7 at halltime.

The Buckeyes twice moved into scoring
range in the second hall

But a delay-of-game penalty and subse-
quent pass interference call on Boston left
Stultz to try the 49-yarder early in the
third.

Leading 24-14, OSU appeared headed
toward the game-clinching score early in
the fourth quarter as Germaine and
Boston hooked up for three plays totaling
34 yards.

OSU was in business at the A&M 33,
Wiley grabbed three yards on first down
there before fullback Matt Keller was
stopped for a 2-yard loss on second down.
0SU, believing A&M would be defending
the pass, then went with a nifty fullback
draw to Keller. Unfortunately, linebacker

Jason Glenn and safety Brandon Jennings
stayed home and stopped Keller for a 2-
yard gain.

Stultz came on, but his 47-yard field
goal attempt hit the right upright

It was a case, most of the night it
seemed, of doing a lot but having very lit-
tle to show for it.

“They made some adjustments in the
socond half” offensive guard Rob Murphy
said. “They definitely adjusted well. It did
get kind of frustrating there at the end. We
had some good drives, 60, 70 yards, and
weren't able to put it in. Their defense is
great.”

Later, OSU fuiled to capitalize when
the defense recovered an errant A&M lat-
eral at the Aggies’ 48, Lombardi Award-
winning linecbacker Dat Nguyen, who was
credited with a game-high 14 tackles,
broke free to sack Germaoine to thwart
that threat.

With the game locked up in the final
minutes, the Buckeyes flexed their mus-
cles and allowed third-string tailback
Jonathan Wells, a Louisiana product, to
effictively run the final 3:51 out when he
carried seven times for 30 yards.

Besides the win, Germaine, was just
glad he did not take the same beating he
suffered a year ago in the Sugar Bow! at
the hands of Florida State, He was sacked
three times, but none of them were as
vicious as the hits Andre Wadsworth, Sam
Cowart and company inflicted last year

“T didn't take as many shots or as hard
s shots as 1 did here last time,” Germaine
said. “That was pretty good.”

Finding Germany

Sophomore receiver Germany had
become almost the forgotten Buckeye late
in the year after suffering a collarbone
injury on a hard fall Oct. 24 at
Northwestern

He missed the Indiana game the fol-
lowing week then played against
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Michigan State and lowa before reinjuring
the collarbone and missing the Michigan
game

But those who were able to witnoess
0SUs bowl practices told of Germany's
presence. IL appeared, they said, he would
have a breakout performance

And that was definitely the whole
nation watching as he got behind A&M
cornerback Sedrick Curry on n post pat-
tern for the 18-yard touchdown,

It was Germany's fourth touchdown of
the season, although it was just his sixth
catch since September.

“It was very enthusiastic for mysell,” he
saud. “After sitting out so long, it was
almost like I was starting the season over
again. 1 was able to get that fire back.”

08U unveiled three- and four-wide
receiver sets early and often, trying to go
after an A&M defense that had not seen
many strong passing attacks this year

“We knew we would have to throw the
ball with the way they put their safeties
up in the box,” Germany said. “We saw on
film that their DBs get turned around a
lot, and we were able to get behind them
tonight a couple of times

“l guess we were successful.”

Germany also made a leaping grab and
held on for a 16-yard guin despite being
blasted by A&M cornerback Jason
Webster when he retwned to earth. That
play helped set up OSU's field goal before
the half.

With the line providing ample protec-
tion, Germaine had his choice of receivers
much of the night.

“It's easy to sit back there with all the
great athletes we have o just get them the
ball,” he said

‘M admit there were three (passes) 1
can remember in the first hall that |

missed on, but that's just the way the ball
bounces. I'm not going to miss many of
those.”

Statistically Speaking

* PFinishing with 432 yards total
offense, the Buckeyes missed hitting the
500-yard plateau for only the fourth time
this year. Missouri, Penn State and
Michigan were the other teams to hold
0SU under 500 yards

FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF LIGH

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is now fully
operational on the World Wide Web! We
invite you to check out our Web site at:

http://buckeyesports.com/

We now have two tiers of service for BSB on-line readers:

* BSB Regular Edition: Each issue of the newspaper — with
all of the stories — posted at the same time we mail it; and

But the Buckeyes were able to finish
the year with a school-record average of
497.5 yards per game, edging the 1969
team that averaged 493.2 yards per con-
test. -

* Wiley proved to be a big threat on the
ground and through the air. He rushed 16
times for B8 yards (5.5 average) and
caught five passes for 40 yards before leav-
ing with an ankle injury in the fourth

quarter.

Wiley's season total of 1,235 rushing
yards ranks 12th on the schools single-
season list

Wiley was also third on the team in
catches this year with 27, trailing Boston
and flanker Dee Miller.

* Montgomery, who nearly had his
third 100-yard rushing game of the year,
ended up with 766 yards.
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When Texas A&M marched down the
field and scored a touchdown against
Ohio State in its first possession of the
Sugar Bowl, the Aggies were in
uncharted territory

It marked just the third time all sea-
son the Buckeyes had allowed an oppo-
nent to score on its first possession of
the game, and the first time an OSU foe
had dared to put the ball into the end
zone to open the game (West Virginia
and Michigan State netted field goals
on their first possessions against the
Buckeyes).

It seems that the Buckeyes may have
come out of the gate o bit tentatively on
defense

With Branndon Stewart opening the
game at guarterback in place of the
injured Randy MeCown, it was unclear
to some what the Aggies would try to do.
While McCown had piloted a ground-
oriented attack much of the year, the
Buckeyes figured Stewart would try to
test them with his strong passing arm

After all, that's what he did with suc-
cess against Kansas State in the Big 12
championship game

The Buckeyes were partially right —
Stewart did hit receiver Chris Taylor for
gains of seven and six yards on A&M's
first possession.

But otherwise, the Aggies were con-

Originally Published: Jan. 9, 1999

Aggies Jumped On OSU But Not Often

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Steve Helwagen

Lent to use their gigantic offensive line
~— which averaged an even 300 pounds
— to run the ball right at the Buckeyes.

And the plan worked as tailback
Dante Hall burst through a hole right
up the middle and rolled for 25 yards on
A&M's second play from serimmage,

Two plays later, versatile tailback
Sirr Parker went right on a counter for
six more yards, Massive [ullback
Ja'Mar Toombs then went up the gut for
six more down to the OSU 9,

There, Hall went right and broke
several tackle attempts on the touch-
down run that gave the upstart Aggies a
quick 7-0 lead.

*“They came out and had a nice
scheme,” admitted OSU linebacker
Jerry Rudzinski, o captain playing his
final game as a Buckeye. "They knocked
us off the ball. It was back to the basics.
They made big holes for their running
backs. They made us miss.”

A&M's six-play, 59-yard touchdown
march served as a wake-up call for the
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the mouth, so let's try and do the same
to them.’

“If you can't stop the run, you're not
going to win many football games.”

As the game wore on, the Buckeyes
became more aggressive defensively.

“On the first drive, Ohio State kind
of laid back,” Hall said. *After that, they
blitzed more. They blitzed on about two
out of every three downs, and that
caused us problems.”

The results were fairly telling: The
Aggies managed just two more first
downs and were forced to punt after
three plays three other times in the first
half

OSU allowed A&M just one more
touchdown, and that scoring second-
half drive, which measured 68 yards,
was aided by several perhaps question-
able OSU penalties that added up to 40
of the yards (see Editor's Notebook,
page 3)

“I thought we pl.l_vt-d a very good
team, a very talented team,” Hall said.
“When we got down there deep in their
territory, we couldn't get things done.”

After a six-week layofl since the
Michigan game, Rudzinski said the
defense was offended by the way it
opened the bowl game

“That opening series kind of upset
us,” he said. “But we came back and
redeemed ourselves and | think we
played a pretty good gnme

“We have very high standards on
defense. When our offense scored 24
points, we knew it was in our hands.”

Parker's Absence Hurts

Texas A&kM's offense took a major hit
when Parker, its  wvalued speed
back/receiver, was injured returning the
second-half kickofl

0OSU special teams star Derck Ross,
who also blocked a punt that led to a
score, buried the 5-11, 190-pound
Parker on the opening kickoff of the sec-
ond half and he did net return.

Stewart had attempted three passes
to Parker in the first half in hopes of
turning him loose

“They were putting him in motion
and getting the ball to him,” said OSU
safety Gary Berry. “When he went out,
that kind of made it easier for us.”

A&M had hoped Parker would relive
his hercics from the K-State upset,
where he caught the game-winning
touchdown in overtime on a quick slant

With Parker out of the game,
Stewart was forced to spread the ball
around. He ended up throwing to nine
different receivers, hooking up with
Taylor and tight end Derrick Spiller five
times ench

But the Aggies completed only three
passes that went for more than 20 yards
despite having Stewart attempt a sea-
son-high 39 passes

“We schemed them pretty well”
Berry said. "Our defensive coaches told
us their tendencies. We played them
and it worked out.”

Toombs Looks Tough

A&M utilized Toombs, a burly fresh-
man whose weight had to be underesti-
moted at a listed 2356 pounds,
weapon at fullback

He left several Buckeyes battered
and bruised after carrying 10 times for
62 yards and deftly catching a pair of
passes, including a devastating 18-
varder that set up A&M's second touch-
down

Interestingly, Toombs was a friendly
face for some of the Buckeyes, After all,
the Kilgore, Texas, native had made an

a8 a

official visit to OSU last winter and
seriously considered the Buckeyes
before committing to A&M just before
signing day.

“Toombs was a load,” Berry said. “1
hosted him when he came to Ohio State
for his visit. I'm just glad to see he's
doing well.”

Toombs, who is probably closer to his
high school playing weight of 250
pounds, elicited comparisons to
Pittsburgh Steelers star Jerome Bettis
and Wisconsin standout Ron Dayne
because of his footwork and strong run-
ning

“1 told him I would have to bring it to
him," Berry said. “But seriously, he's a
good boy and he's going to be a great
player.”

Statistically Speaking

¢ The Buckeyes held A&M to 283
yards total offense, slightly more than
the 257.7 average the Bucks had
allowed this season. That average led
the Big Ten and was fourth nationally
in the regular season.

* A&M became the ninth OSU oppo-
nent to finish with less than 100 yards
rushing. The Aggies netted 96 yards on
27 carries, O8U's regular-season aver-
age of 67.4 yards was tops in the coun-
try.

¢ Safety Damon Moore held on to
win the total tackles race by one over
linebacker Na'il Diggs, 81-80.
Cornerback Antoine Winfield (75) and
linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer (74)
were also right there in a tightly
bunched field.

Moore had 62 solo tackles, barely
beating Winfield (61), Katzenmoyer
(60) and Diggs (59).

* Diggs notched a pair of tackles-
for-loss to cement the season lead with
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16. Katzenmoyer finished second with
14.

» Defensive end Rodney Bailey, who
enjoyed a fine second half of the sea-
son, notched a sack on A&M to pull
into n tie with Diggs for second in
sacks with six. Defensive end Brent
Johnson finished the year with the
team lead with seven.

* In the secondary, Moore had his

third interception of the year canceled
by a dubious pass interference call

He would have needed that one and
another one to catch cornerback Ahmed
Plummer, who finished with a team-
high four.

* Plummer broke up three passes in
the Sugar Bowl to take the team lead
in that category with 17. Winfield was
next with 15.
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Cooper Meets Media

After Sugar Bowl Win

Throughout the football season,
BSB has published eoxcerpts of
Ohio State head coach John
Cooper's postgame press confer-
ences. Here is what Cooper had to
say following the win over Texas
A&M in the Sugar Bowl,

COOPER: “Obviously I'm very, very
happy for our football team. The senior
football players leave Ohio State as the
winningest class ever in school history,
8o I'm very proud of those guys.

“I thought we played a real good,
solid football game here tonight. We
played a real good, solid football team
in Texas A&M and took their best shot,
They came out real fired up there early
in the game and scored, and then we
answered and came right back. I was a
little disappointed at halftime that we
didn't score a couple more touchdowns
in the firat half

“In the second half both defenses

really buckled down. That's why we're
both here — we both have real good
defensive football teams, It was a good,
hard-hitting college football game. We
had three key penalties in their drive
to set up their second score

“Offensively we didn't turn the ball
over the entire game. We got a touch-
down off the kicking game, as we did
against Michigan, so this was a good,
solid wvictory for us, and I'm really
happy for our football team.”

Q: Did you talk about you guys still
having a chance to win the national
title after this game?

COOPER: "I think a lot of that
depends on what happens in the Fiesta
Bowl, If Tennessee wins, | don't have a
problem with them running the table.
If it's a sloppy game and Florida State
wins, | think you can make an argu-
ment that the Buckeyes are as good as
anyone in the country.

*I thought we beat a real good foot-

SONNT BAOCKWAY

FACING THE NATION — John Cooper talks with ABC's Jack Arute
after the Sugar Bowl, The bowl win was Cooper's third in 10 tries
at OSU. It marked just the sixth time OSU has beaten Michigan and
won a bowl game in the same year,
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ball team tonight. Three weeks ago,
A&M beat the No. 1 team in the coun-
try.
“Those of you who thought the Big
Ten wasn't very strong this year, |
think today proved that wrong. The
Big Ten made a pretty good showing in
the bowl games. That speaks for itself.”

Q: How courageous was David
Boston with his ankle injury? Talk
some about his effort.

COOPER: “David was chosen as
MVP in the game. I thought David, Joe
Germaine — there were several play-
ers who played well tonight. Michael
Wiley had a good game until he got
hurt. I was really proud and happy to
get Jonathan Wells into the ball game.
Joe Montgomery played well, Jonathan
got in the last couple series and
showed the people what kind of back
he's going to be for us for the next three
years.”

Q: What was the story with having
David back there on punt returns on
his ankle?

COOPER: “We put David back
there and told him to fair catch. We
were not going to attempt to return
any punts. Their punter did a great
job, he got a lot of height on his kicks.
He's one of the best in the country. We
were satisfied with just catching the
ball and keeping it from bouncing.”

Q: Did any discussion of Michigan
State come up at halftime since you
had a big lead on them and they came
back to beat you?

COOPER: “We weren't talking

about Michigan State, we were talking
about Kansas State. We were talking
about the comeback Texas A&M made
in that ball game and knowing they
were getting the second-half kickoff,
The only thing I really emphasized to
our squad was to play as good as you're
capable of playing. If we're better than
A&M, we'll win the game. If not, we
won't, | thought the effort was out-
standing. We played a good, solid foot-
ball game,”

Q: Is this a good season or a great
season?

COOPER: “It's not a perfect season,
but it's a good, solid season. I don't
think we're going to be any worse than
No, 2 in the country and, in my opin-
ion, depending on what happens in the
Fiesta Bowl, we might have a case for
being as good as anybody.”

Q: On the fourth-and-1 when they
stopped you, was that a disappoint.
ment?

COOPER: “Again, we're playing
one of the top defensive teams in the
country. We're disappointed that we
didn't make it and then we missed a
couple of field goals. We could have put
the ball game away

“Their guy made a great play on the
long pass to David, knocked the ball
out, and then we had an interference
call on David that could have gone
either way. They got their momentum
going on the drive where we had the
three penalties. That's where we took
their best shot there in the second
half”
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The Numbers Game

Ohio State 24, Texas A&M 14

The Sugar Bowl
Jan. 1, 1999 — Louisiana Superdome; New Orleans
il A 2 3 4 E
TEXAS A&M 7 o 7 o - 14
OHIO STATE 21 3 [ o - 24

First Quarter

ASM — D.Hall, 9 run (Bynum kick) 10:53; 6 plays, 59 yards,
2:26

Q5U — Germany, 18 pass from Germaine (Stultz kick) 8:34; 8
plays, 71 yards,

0SU =~ Mantgnmery 10 run (Stultz kick) 4:10; 6 plays, 71
yards, 2:41

085U — Griffin, 16 blocked punt return {Stultz kick) 1:59
Second Quarter
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RUSHING (AtLNet Yda.) — ABM: Toombs 1062; DHal 11.53; Paer 18, Stewant 5(.25). OSU: el viey 108 1038 6% 10 76 o 13
Montgomery 996 Wiay 16-88; Wells 7-30; Keller 415; Germaine G4-19). m“ﬂ:@_::‘! ‘:: ;:1 :i ; ;‘; b ’.,

PASSING (Att.-Comp.Int-Yds.-TD) — ABM: Stewart 39-22:0-187-1, 05VU; Germaine 38-21-0- o T M 14 a0 1 13 0 7
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RECEIVING (Rec.-Vds.) — A&M: C Taylor 552 Soiller 5.43; Parker 3.9; Toombs 2:19; Hodge 215; | Jsmar Mariis o 3 .6
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BSB Quotebook: Ohio State 24, Texas A&M 14

05U coach John Cooper on the Big Ten's perfect bowl
record this year: “Those of you who did not think the Big
Ten was very strong this year ... if I'm not mistaken, the
Big Ten was 5-0 (in bowl games).”

0SU split end David Boston on whether the Buckeyes
deserve at least a piece of the national championship: *I
can't answer that right now. We would play anybody in
the country head to head, but I'm not going to make a
statement about that.”

Texas A&M running back Dante Hall compared OSU to
Florida State, whom the Aggies lost to 23-14 in the sea-
son-opening Kickoff Classic: “They remind me of Florida
State. They are solid on both sides of the ball, We
haven't played Tennessee. | would give (Ohio State) a
vote to have a chance to play for the national champi-
onship.”

05U safety Derek Ross on how he was able to block
an A&M punt, which teammate Kevin Griffin returned for
a touchdown: I just did all | could do. We worked hard
on special toams this week. | think we just did what the
coaches told us to do. | stepped free and made a nice
play.”

)

05U cornerback Antoine Winfield on how the Texas
A&M offense was able to hurt the Buckeyes at times:
“They came out and ran the ball on us pretty good and
got us out of position. Then in the second half, they
threw the ball a lot more.”

OSU receiver Reggie Germany compared last year's
Sugar Bowl, a loss to Florida State, to this result: “We
didn't think we were physical enough last year. We got
tossed around last year, We weren't going to stand for
that this year, so we took the fight to them.”

0SU tailback Michael Wiley on how he suffered an
ankle injury when tackled by A&M's Lonnie Madison
during the fourth quarter: “A player hit me on my ankle.
He came in from the backside. | heard a pop. | hope it's
just a sprained ankle. We'll find out more about it when
we get back to columbns.".

Texas A&M tight end Daniel Campbell on his team's
quick start: “We came out on that first drive, performed
well and scored. We felt real good about it. Then they
made some adjustments. We just didn't match their
Intensity after that.”

Griffin, 0SU's spocial teams captain, on how he'll
savor his blocked punt return for a touchdown in his final
game as a Buckeye: “I'm going to have to get the high-
lights from somebody. You can't keep the ball, but I'll
have to get the highlights from somebody so | can
always show my grandkids that | did score in the Sugar
Bowl.”

OSU linebacker Jorry Rudzinski discussed the
celebration on the field after the game: “There were
a lot of hugs and high-fives out there. It was a
happy but, in a way, sad moment.”

THE SENIOR SCORES — OSU
special teams captain Kevin
Griffin capped his Buckeye
career with a 16-yard blocked
punt return for a touchdown.
It marked the second time
Griffin had scored a touch-
down off a blocked punt in his
career. Freshman Derek Ross
blocked this punt attempt by
Texas A&M'’s Shane Lechler.

Griffin talks about how he tried to “low-key” the cel-
ebration of his blocked punt return: “I didn't want the
guys to Jump on me because | didn't want a penalty. But
it folt great. | wanted to make a big play, being a senior
in my last game. Derek Ross made the most important
part of the play, blocking the punt, and fortunately |
was there to scoop it up.”

05U safety Gary Berry, who had a team-high 12 tack-
les, discusses the defense's play against the Aggies: *I
thought | played well, but | thought we all played well
on defense. | was playing a lot for the seniors back
there, Damon (Moore) and Antoine (Winfield).”

SONNY BAOCRWAY
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of the Cincinnati Reds, is must
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THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH

B o B ot —————
Give Bucks Credit — They Won The Big Ones

If you go by the factors that many
Buckeve fans have been using to criti-
cize Ohio State football during the
John Cooper era, you would have to
consider this past season a success.
The Buckeyes both beat Michigan and
won their bowl game, two things that
haven't happened that often in the
conch's 11-year tenure,

If you were a fan who was going to
only be satisfied with a national cham-
pionship this senson, then you were no
doubt disappointed with the 1998
results, The Buckeyes eliminated
themselves from Fiesta Bowl con.
tention with their loss to Michigan
State. And while their win over Texas
A&M in the Sugar Bowl was solid, it
was hardly the type of wvictory the
Buckeyes needed to stake their out-
sider's claim to the national crown.

Could Ohio State have beaten
Tennessee or Florida State? We'll never
know, though I'd imagine on n given
day the Buckeyes could have beaten
any team in the country, especially
when you consider that MSU knocked
off the Bucks or N.C. State defeated
the Seminoles.

1 do think that 1998 was as good a
shot at the national title as the
Buckeyes are going to get. While every-
one has been focusing on how well the
Big Ten did during the bowl season,
I've been thinking how that bowl suc-
cess proves the toughness — even with
backsto-back home games against Ohio
University and Cincinnati — of next
year's OSU schedule. The Buckeyes,
with a new quarterback, open with
resurgent Miami (Fla.) and '98 title
contender UCLA

After the games with the 'Cats —
Bobs and Bears that is — they foace
contests in QOhio Stadium with bowl
winnors Wisconsin and Purdue, both
off the OSU schedule in 1998. The
Buckeyes nlso must play Penn State
and Michigpn — bowl winners and
tenms with revenge against Ohio State
on their minds — on the road

The game with Purdue will feature
quatterbnck sensation Drew Brees.
Hapefully, by that fith game of the
gseason, the Buckeyes will have estab-
lished a replacement for Antoine
Winfield, The defensive backs will
surely be tested in that game.

While some may quibble over the
merits of the 1998 season for the
Buckeyes, it scems certain to me that if
Ohio State can survive the 1999 sched-
ule relatively unscathed, the season
would have to be considered a success,

Winner Chosen, Offer Continues

Ken Mazik of Mingo Junction,
Ohio, was the winner of the Buckeye
Bowl Bonanza Contest. Ken nnd his
wife, Dorothy, enjoyed a trip to the
Sugar Bowl, including charter air,
hotel, game tickets and more as win-
ners of the annual contest sponsored
by BSB

While the contest is over, we're giv-
ing readers o last chance to take
advantage of the accompanying two-
for-one gift offer. Buy one subscription
at the regular $48 price and get anoth-
or subscription absolutely free. Send
your subscription names and addresses
to PO, Box 12453, Columbus, OH
43212 or coll (614) 486-2202 for more

information.

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

Griffin Ends Career On High Note

I'm sure every Buckeye fan was as
thrilled as | was when Kevin Griffin
scored a touchdown in the Sugar Bowl,
picking up a punt blocked by teammate
Derek Ross nnd returning it 16 yards
for the score.

Griffin overcame the curse of being
the legendary Archie Griffin’s nephew
— talk about pressure — and numer-
ous position changes to have a produc-
tive career at Ohio State as o special
teams demon and a ready role player
when called on to play as a wide receiv-
er. The TD was a nice way for Griffin to
end his career.

It was a game for the good guys, as
Joe Montgomery, another far favorite,
turned in a strong game. Montgomery
took over on the Buckeyes' second scor-
ing drive, turning in consecutive runs
of 29 and 10 yards for the touchdown.

There's a reason that fans and
medin members pick up on guys like
Griffin and Montgomery. You can tell
from even the cheap seats that these

.are unselfish. playera with a tremen-

dous amount of heart. They are players
who have overcome adversity to
become important members of a
national power. Best of luck in the
future to the both of them, as well as
the other gradunting Buckeyes.

Speaking of special teams demons,
Ross and Tim Cheatwood seem to be
following in the footsteps of Buckeyes
like Griffin, Central MeClellion and
Alonzo Shavers by making a name for
themselves on the suicide squads,

Ross and Cheatwood, however, have
to learn to tone it down just a bit,
These guys seem to snd up in a scuffle
on virtually every specinl teams play.

Berry Better
Early last season, some of the guys
in the office were looking at a football

picture they were considering using in
the paper.

“Look how far out of the play he is,”
one of the reporters was saying. “He's
not even close,”

Without knowing who was in the
picture, I said, You must be talking
about Gary Berry." I wasn't psychic. It
wns just a good guess at the time
because Berry seemed to be out of posi-
tion on almost every play.

1 bring this up because Berry has
come such n long way since those early
days as a starter. He doesn't get the
type of ink that teammates Winfield,
Damon Moore or even Ahmed Plummer
do, but he turned in a solid Sugar
Bowl, registering a team-high 12 tack-
les including 11 solos and two tackles-
for-loss.

As far as not getting a lot of ink,
gometimes being o defensive back is
like being an offensive lineman. If your
name is not being mentioned, that's
not always bad. People were talking a
lot about Berry when he first joined the
starting lineup and it wasn't because of
plays he was making. Don't be sur-
prised if he gets more mention next
season, his senior year, for more posi-
tive reasons.

What Do We Do?

Have you noticed how Dan Stultz's
inconsistent kicking has affected Ohio
State's decision-making? If a Buckeye
drive stalls between the opponent’s 20.
and 40-yard lines, the coaching stafl
geems to have trouble deciding if the
Buckeyes should go for the first down,
kick the field goal or punt, Several
such situntions occurred in the Sugar
Bowl,

Stultz has proven on many occa-
sions he can nail the long ones. He
needs to get ofl to a fast start next sea-

son to build his confidence, which may
be suffering right now, That, in turn,
would give the stafl more confidence in
Stultz so that they can spend their
time and energy on more important
things than deciding whether to go for
the field goal or not.

Buckeyes On The Rise

With the addition of Scoonie Penn,
added depth and added experience for
some of the younger players, | knew
the OSU men's basketball team would
improve. After all, there was really no
place to go but up. I'm not certain 1
thought they would improve as much
as they have, however, though there's a
lot of basketball yet to be played.

1 figured Michael Redd would con-
tinue to be outstanding and il Penn
lived up to his press clippings, which
he protty much has, | knew he would
be good as well.

The players who have really sur-
prised me in the early going are Jason
Singleton and George Reese.

Singleton has always looked the
part of a basketball player, but he had-
n't really done much in his first three
years at Ohio State. He has really been
n key in the Buckeyes' fast start this
season, however.

He was averaging 8.7 points and 4.9
rebounds a game, third on the team in
both categories, His scoring average
was down from 10.7 last season, but
with the added depth, he was playing
six minutes leas per game. His contri-
butions are coming at koy times, and
its hard not to notice that his froe-
throw percentage was up to 61.0 per-
cent from last year's embarrassing
36.1

As for Reese, his recruitment out of
junior college was met with some skep-
ticism, However, he has proved to be o
keeper, providing the Buckeyes with
solid inside play off the bench with 7.1
points and 4.2 rebounds, both fourth on
the team. As with Singleton, Reese's
contributions are often coming at eriti-
cal times,
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