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Buckeyes Cover The Board

OSU Class Rated
As High As Second
By National Experts

BSB’S 1999 RECRUITING WRAP-UP

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Although his enthusiasm would be stemmed a few doys
later when it was learned members of the OSU football
conching staff had committed a pair of minor recruiting vio-
lations, head coach John Cooper was all smiles on national
sigming day Feb, 3

Cooper and his staff secured signed letters of intent
from 24 players for their 1999 recruiting class, a collection
of players judged as high as second nationally by recruiting
experts.

Ohio State's only signing day suspense contered around
a pair of players — Georgin wide receiver Reggie Brown
and Florida defensive back Roshard Gilyard — wr one
of whom signed with the Buckeyes.

Still, OSU's class included 13 SuperPrep All-Americans,
including three players — Ohio defensive lineman Tim
Anderson, Florida lineman Bryce Bishop and Dlinois
defensive back Richard McNutt — who were considered
All-Americans by every major service.

“Today was an outstanding day for
Cooper said. “Bill Conley, as the recruiting coordinator, and
the rest of our coaches did an outstanding job recruiting

“I think it's a good, eolid class. Now, is it a top-five class
or i top-one class? [ can’t answer that because 1 don't know
the players Notre Dame signed or Florida State or Floridn.”

The recruiting violations stemmed from illegal in-home

contact by two OSU assistant coache: %)
Simms, on Jan. 31. That day is a “qu
L'IJ.H.']II'.- may contact recruills on 1]'
violations were not expected
moe involved, Bishop. (For
Ohio State Insider on page 4.)

There were three main themes surrounding OSLTs
recruiting effort for 1999:

* Wrap up key play 28 had as
many as seven commitments by May 1 and 13 by the start
of football season. f

“Alat of them were early commitments,” Cooper said. “1
think that's one of the best things about this class. Once a
kid commits early, you don't hear a lot about them, they're
not making trips every weekend and they're not on every-
body’s recruiting list

“But nevertheless, we like them a lot and we know & lot
about them. We like the kind of people they are and the
kind of background they came from.”

* Keep Ohio's best at home — OSU signed the top
seven Ohio players and 15 of the state's top 25, as rated by
The Ohio Football Recruiting News

“For the first time since I've been the head coach, we
were able to get every player in this state who we offered
scholarship to who visited our campus,” Cooper said. 1
don't want to say we got every player in the state, but we
got every kid who eame down on an official visit.”

* Snag o handful of the nation's best outside Ohio
— Bishop and McNutt are the two most notable signees
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Continued On Page 12

CENTRAL OHIO CONNECTION — 0OSU signed six
players from the Central Ohio area this year,
including these four, left to right, Fred Pagac Jr.,
Curtis Crosby, Nate Stead and Scott McMullen, pic.
tured at WI'VN Radio’s studios while appearing on
“Munch on Sports.” OSU also signed local stars Ben
Hartsock and Jesse Kline. At right, OSU coach John
Jooper holds his signing day press conference.

Inside BSB’s Recruiting
Wrap-Up edition:

« National recruiting experis give the
Buckeyes high marks (Pages 14-15)

* Recruiting coordinator Bill Conley dis-
cusses this year's class (Pages 16, 18)

* A look at how the rest of the Big Ten and
Notre Dame fared this year in recruiting
(Pages 19-21)

* BSB tracks where Ohio's top prospects
landed (Pages 22-23)

* Recruiting Outlook: Brown, Gilyard Get
Away (Pages 24-25)

* A recap of the BSB Hot 25, where OSU
signed nine players (Page 26)

* Complete bios on OSU’s 24 signees (Pages
28-29)

* An early look at the top underclassmen in
Ohio and nationally (Pages 30-31)

* Chicago-area star McNutt misses senior
yvear, but will be ready this fall (Page 32)

Protod by STEVE HELWAGEN




Buckeyes Hone Out-Of-State Approach

Continued From Page 1

But the Buckeyes also got two other highly
rated Florida prospects in wide receiver
Maurice Harris and defensive lineman
Fred Sturrup.

Michigan also prwndcd a pair of players
in this clnss in wide receiver Ricky Bryant
and quarterback Craig Krenzel

“Bill was able to go down to Florida and
get a couple of outstanding players that all

schools in Florida wanted,” Cooper said.
*Shawn Simms went down and got a good
player out of Jacksonville in Harris.

“Tim Spencer went to Chicago and got a
good defensive back with McNutt. Chuck
Stobart went up to Michigan and got a cou-
ple of good players.

“The only player we were holding out
hope that we had a chance to get was
Roggie Brown down in Georgia, and he
decided to go to Georgia."

Ohio State's recruiting success could be
similar to top-five-ranked classes the
Buckeyes signed in 1994 and "06. Those
players helped fuel OSU's Big Ten champi-
onship teams in 1996 and "98.

“Recruiting is the backbane of your pro-
gram,” Cooper affirmed. "You lose good
players every year. It's our job as coaches to
go out and replace them with good young
talent, and we've been able to do that.”

Going Camping

In most seasons, OSU's recruiting effort
kicks into high gear each June for the
annual football camp.

Thia past year, though, OSU was able to
go off its previous assessments of having
several of Ohio’s best players in its camp
and made a number of sarly scholarship
offers,

Those offers netted commitments from
key Chio players such as Lebanon running
back Kelton Lindsay, Columbus Eastmoor
cornerback Curtis Crosbhy, Canton
MecKinley defensive back Mike Doss and
Dublin Coffman linebacker Fred Pagac Jr.,
the son of OSU deflensive coordinator Fred
Pagac.

Then the settled

Buckeyes on

Cincinnati Roger Bacon kickerfpunter B.J,

0SU Football Signees

Football players who have signed letters of intent to play college football at Ohlo State, with rankings as overall prospects
from The Ohlo Football Recruiting News for the Ohlo players and All-American honors listed:

TOFRN

Rank  Player Pos. HL. Wt High School All-American Honors
G Tim Anderson DL 64 270  Clyde, Ohlo SP, PFR, G&W, TNRA
— Bryce Bishop oL 6-5 310  Miami Killlan USA1, SP, PFR, G&W, TNRA
_ Ricky Bryant WR 61 165 Farmington Hills (Mich.) Harrison
—_ Drew Carter WR 64 187 Solon, Ohlo

7 Adrien Clarke oL 6-5 315 Shaker Helghts, Ohlo PFR, SP, TNRA

2 Curtis Crosby DB 511 1756  Columbus Eastmoor PFR; §P, TNRA

5 Mike Doss DB 60 185  Canton (Ohio) McKinley PFR, SP, TNRA

19 Richard Hall RB 60 205  Cincinnatl Wyoming

- Maurice Harrls WR 62 200 Jacksonville (Fla.) Ralnes PFR, SP, TNRA

18 Ben Hartsock TE 64 250 Chillicothe (Ohlo) Unioto

11 Jesse Kline RB 62 210 Upper Arlington, Ohio sp

—_ Cralg Krenzel Qe 64 215 Utica (Mich.) Ford 5P

9 Maurice Lee WR 510 170 Cleveland South SpP

1 Kelton Lindsay RB 61 195 Lebanon, Ohlo 5P, PFR, TNRA

22 Scott McMullen 1] 6«4 195 Granville, Ohlo PFR, TNRA
- Richard McNutt [1]: 6-0 1786 Park Forest (IIl.) Rich East PFR, SP, G&W, TNRA
12 Pat O'Neill LB 64 215 Falls (Ohlo) Walsh Jesuit

3 Fred Pagac Jr. LB 62 230 Dublin {Ohlo) Coffman 5P, TNRA

23 B.J. Sander K/P 63 195  Cincinnati Roger Bacon
—_ Nate Stead FB 60 255 Marion (Ohio) Harding
_— Fred Sturrup bL 64 270 Plantation, Fla. TNRA
-_— Ziyler Walker DB - 61 195 Fork Unlon (Va.) Military Academy

4 Matt Wilhelm LB 6-5 240 Elyrin (Ohio) Catholic sp

14 Matt Zahn oL 67 360 St Henry, Ohio

AlkAmerican Honors Key: USAL, USA Today first-team AIHUSA (top 25 natlonally); TNRA, The National Recruiting Advisor {top 250);
G&W, GEW Recruiting Service (top 70); PFR, Tom Lemming's Prep Fooltball Report (top 130); SP, SuperPrep (top 265).

Sander after seeing him perform in their
camp. Sander could play a valuable role as
early as this fall as he figures to replace
departed senior Brent Bartholomew as the
punter,

“We had that kid in our camp,” Cooper
said. “We felt like he had the best I'Tum
everybody we had in camp. We offered
a scholarship last summer and he accopted.
He's the only kicker we signed.

“He knows he's got to be our punter.”

Likewise, tight end Ben Hartsock, from
smull-school Chillicothe (Ohio) Unioto, got
serious scholarship consideration after
impressing coaches at the mmt]ud

him in

“He came to our camp, we

camp and we offered him,” Cooper said. “He
didn't even look at any other school.”

Atotal of 15 of OSU's 24 signees attend-
od OSU's summer camp ot some point.

"You don't run nearly as big a risk by
having kids in your camp,” Cooper said. “If
you couldn't bring a kid to camp with the lim-
ited number of scholarships we have now,
you would really be rolling the dice.

“When you get them into camp, you can
weigh them, measure them, time them, you
can see how high they vertical Jump and you
can conch them. It is very important for those
young players to go to camp.”

Thlent assessment is the key, Cooper said.

“The warst situation we can do is bring

ADORESS, . MONEY ORDER
CARDS __=
PHONE (___) __- _city STATE Fa B SIGNATURE _____ EXP.DATE __/__J_"
L O n§ %ﬁu ’II,:JAT(H STYLE W COST Tﬁm ;ﬂm SUBTOTAL nnm.
0L 0 515 PMELLAS PARX, FL 34445 - 0415
ORDER: 1-800-816-2716
ALLOW 44 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY i
WATCH OFFER -

_l{nycr in here that can't play," he said.
t pin_wr is miserable 365 days a year.
If you miss on a player, that player can only
hurt you one day a year, and that's the day
you play him.”

Out-Of-State Magic

In recent years, the Buckeyes have been
nble to go national with their recruiting
effort and pick up the likes of David Boston,
Michael Wiley, Ryan Pickett, Na'll Diggs,
Steve Bellisari, Derek Ross and Jonathan
Wells.

“If we can keep the in-state players at
home and then go to California and get a
Michael Wiley or to Texas and get a David

FONTANELLE |

A Columbus Tradition.

T P T TP T snaman

nfmg lunch & dinner
Monday thru Saturday.

Featuring fine steaks, frog legs & fresh
fish, pasta & much more.

Saturday Brunch
11 am. - 3 p.m.
starting at $5.95
Located  w/NA_-
T S e
- Lot. o

Monday is Family Style
Pasta Night.

Fontanelle Restaurant
i Graceland Center
¥ 888-5012

for Reservations.
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COVER STORY: FOOTBALL RECRUITING

Boston or to Arizona and get a Joe
Germaine, then we're going to have a good
football team,” Cooper said.

This year's effort also became national
in scope, led by Bishop, who was a USA
Today first-team All-USA pick. Bishop,
Harris and Sturrup were among Florida's
top 25 players, according to SuperPrep.

“All of those guys were heavily recruited
by the in-state schools,” Cooper said, "Some
of those players down there are going to
visit some of the schools in the South and
some they're not going to visit.

“Bishop could have gone anywhere in
the country. He was on everybody's recruit-
ing list — Florida State, Florida, Miami.
Maurice Harris visited Tennessee, Miami
and Purdue. Sturrup was between us and
Florida State.”

Pickett and Bellisari are examples of
former Florida prep stars who are on their
way to becoming front-line players for the
Buc

“The last four or five years, we've had a
lot of success recruiting Florida,” Cooper
said, *First of all, you've got to build some
type of reputation or rapport with the high
school coach.

“Then you've got to go down there and
see who you realistically have a chance to
recruit. It's o big state, Some of those guys
are going to leave, some of them are not.”

According to Cooper, he and his coaches
have battled tooth and nail to secure talent
beyond Ohio's borders,

“Whaen you go out of state to look for play-
ers, its competitive,” he said. “We have
raised the bar. You could go down to Florida
and sign 25 players real quick.

“We're not going down there to get the
numbers. We're going down there to get the
quality football playem.”

Preparation and luck also play a small
part in successful recruiting outside Oluo,
the coach said.

“Tb sell John Brown what John Brown
buys, you must see things through John
Brown's eyes,” Cooper said,

“Some guys want to leave the state. First
of mll, you try and find out the good players.
Usually there is some kind of a connection
there. In Bishopls case, his family is from
Cleveland and his daddy knows John Hicks.

“We felt like, Hey, we've got a chance to
get this player’ But you've still got to work
hard and do your homework.

*Maurice Horris visits and he seces
David's leaving and Dee’s leaving. One of

only $66

them caught 85 and the other caught 65.
They need some receivers and they run a
wide-open offense. That appealed to him."

MeNutt, who did not even play his senior
year due to injury, wis listed ns the top play-
or in Illinois by SuperPrep. Bryant and
Krenzel were among 's top six
prospeets, according to The Detroit News.

“MeNutt was us and UCLA" Cooper
said. “Every out-of-state player we got could
have gone anywhere.”

But the Buckeyes weren't able to land
Georgia's Brown, who dted family ties as a
reason he stuck with Georgin.

“Some of them you can do a great job
recruiting, but the kid may be close to his
parents or his coach may have a strong influ-
ence on him,” Cooper said.

And its hard to tell where this class
would have ended up if a number of other
top national prospects like Maryland defen-
sive lineman Darnell Dockett or higan
linebacker TJ. Duckett had been able to visit
over the Jan. 9 weekend. Those ean-
celed official visits that weekend because of
bad weather.

“Wo got a bad breals,” Cooper said. “The
weekend we brought several of those kids up
here was the weoekend we had the real bad
wanther We had to cancel several out-of-
state players we had scheduled that week-
end.

“Dockett, for example, was coming down
and we didn't get him on campus. Td.
Duckett was going to visit that weekend and
we didn't get him on campus.

“Obviously, with a real good player like
that, if you don't get him on campus, you
wren't going to sign him."

But Cooper said finishing second in the
polls two of the last three years and winning
major bowls such as the Rose and the Sugar
have done nothing but help OSU's cause.

“There is absolutely no question it's easi-
er now than it's been,” he said. “The notari-
ety the program has had the last few years,
the success our players have had, the
awards they've won, the records they've set,
the games we've won and the exposure.

“We're selling, If you come here, the firat
game against Minmi is on national TV, The
second game against UCLA is on national
v

“What better way is there to start your
carcer than that?

The Coach’s Take
Cooper shared his nssessment on soveral
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uding:
* Quarterbacks Krenzel and Scott

McMullen — Cooper was asked whether

either quarterback would figure at that posi-
tion this season.

“That's a good and one 1 can't
answer at this time,” he said. “We had both
of these young in our camp,
W like them "

“The only other quarterback we went
after was (Chris) Simms, and all three of
them were in our camp, We cbviously liked
all three of them.

“T know both of them will be here this
summer working out. Krenzel will be com-
ing down and McMullen is a local kid any-
way. They'll be working out with our players.

*“Are they guing to be better than the two
quarterbacks we have? I can't answer that
question.”

* Lindsay — “He's a player who com-
mitted to us early. He's a guy we had in our
camp. He'ls got great speed. What 1 like
about Kelton Lindsay is he is a very
unselfish player, He'll play anyplace we
want him to play.

“Hell play running back, he'll. play
wideout, he'll play defensive back. The guy
wants to play. [ like his speed, | like his
vision. He's an outstanding running back,
but he may wind up playing at corner.”

* 05U's haul on the offensive line
— The Buckeyes signed three linemen in
Bishop, Adrien Clarke and Matt Zahn and
recently enrolled 1998 graduate Ivan
Douglas as a freshman.

“We need somebody to step in there at
right tackle, and all four of those guys are
thinking they're going to be that man,” he
said. “That's what I like about them. Every
one of them thinks they're going to come in

here and play.”

* Bishop — “Bryce Bishop reminds
you a little bit of Korey Stringer. I would
say he would compare with the other big
linemen we've had here in the past.

“ don't know if anybody compares with
Orlando Pace. That guy was in a league by
himself"

* Zahn, listed at 6-7, 360 pounds —
“He comes from an outstanding prograum
at 5t. Henry. He's huge. In fact, we
weighed him when he came in here and he
was 369, He's the biggest guy we've ever
signed.

“He's down a little bit now, and obvious-
ly he was a little bit overweight when he
came in here. He's a big kid with a lot of
talent and a lot of potential ®

* Wide receiver Drew Carter —
Carter, from Solon, Ohio, was a player few
knew about until after his senior year.

“He's an athlete who didn't play until
this last year,” he said. *We watched the
film on him. Obviously, we're taking a little
bit of a gamble, but if you're going to miss,
you're going to miss on the big side and the
speed side.”

* Running back Richard Hall —
Hall, a 7,000-yard career rusher from
Cincinnati Wyoming, was one of OSUs last
commitments before signing day.

“You like everything about the Hall
kid," Cooper said. “He's an athlete, He's a
good basketball player. He's played some
defensive back in high school.

‘T was really impressed with that kid
when I made the in-home visit. He comes
from a solid family. He's a kid we got on
late because of academics. But | think he
will make it. I think that kid will be an out.
standing football player for us."

americasi Cable Television invites you to stop by Hilliard Darby
High School for the Hilliard Darby boys basketball game. On
January 16, January 22, February 5 and February 12, americasi
will give someone a chance to win an entertainment center with
a big screen television, VCR and stereo,

Register as you enter the gym. Then, two lucky winners will

participate in our “SLAM DUNK" competition. Make a lay-up,
free throw, three-pointer and a shot from half court and win,

presents

americast
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Don’t Mess With Texas: Longhorns Finish No. 1

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

National Recruiting Experts Rankings

It is hard to get football recruiting
experts to agree on anything.

Too often, one man's Ricky Williams is
another man’s Joe Blow,

But it was not difficult to get six of the
nation’s leading recrui experts Lo agree
on who bagged the nation's No. 1 recruiting
closs — Toxas.

The Longhoms, led by first-year coach
Mack Brown, shot to the top of the charts —
edging out Ohio State in the process — by
recruiting 13 SuperPrep All-Americans. The
UT haul featured six USA Today All-USA
players, including offensive player of the
yoar Chris Simms and defensive player of
the year Cory Redding.

Like Ohio State, Texas built its class on
in-state talent.

“They got 10 of the top 26 players in the
state, and noboedy has done that since 1978,"
said Bobby Burton of Texas-based The
National Recruiting Advisor. “Texas did it
that year, and 17 of their signeea ended up
gotting drafted.” i

Allen Wallace, editor of California-based
SupérProp, said Brown has quickly learned
what it takes to recruit in the Longhom
State

“Mack Brown understands how to recruit
in Texas,” Wallace said. “He does what he
ean to make everybody feel they are n part of
the movement.

“With Tuxas football, you are considered
a big deal if you are a coach at any level.
Even if it isnt entirely true, he gives the
high school coaches there the feeling that

BILL KURELIC BOBBY BURTON PHIL GROSZ
The Ohlo Football The Natlonal GAW Recrulting Report
Rocrulting News Recrulting Advisor
1 Toxas 1 Texas 1 Texas
2 Notre Dame 2 OHID STATE 2 Georgla
3 Georgla 3 Notre Dame 3 Texas A&M
4 OHIO STATE a4 ucLa 4 OHIO STATE
] Texas A&M ] Toxas ASM ] Notra Dame
6 Michigan 6 Alabama 6 Lsu
7 LSu 7 LSuU 7 Alabama
8 UCLA 8 Tennasses ] Florida
9 Alabama 92 Miaml (Fla.) -] Tennossee
i0 Tennessoa 10 Michigan 10 Michigan
RICK KIMBREL TOM LEMMING ALLEN WALLACE
PropStar Prep Football Report SuperPrep
-3 Toxas 1 Texas 1 Toxas
2 ucLa 2 Georgla 2 OHIO STATE
3 OHID STATE 3 Notre Dame 3 Michigan
4 Notre Dama 4 OHIO STATE 4 Texas A&GM
5 (tio) Goorgla 5 Alabama 5 UGLA
§ (tie) Michigan 6 Taxas AEM 6 Alabama
7 Alabama 7 ucLa T Florida
B Flarida 8 Michlgan 8 Notre Dame
9 Toxas A&GM ] LSu 9 LSu
10 usc 10 Florida State 10 Georgla
NATIONAL RECRUITING EXPERTS CONSENSUS POLL
(Detarmined by voting points; First-place votes In parentheses)
1 Texas (6) 60| 6 ucLa 20 |11 Tennossee ]
2 OHIO STATE 47 7 Alabama 26 | 12 Miami (Fla.) 2
3 Notre Dame 41| 8 Michigan 23.5 | 13 (te) USC -
4 Texas AEM 34 9 Lsu 17 | 13 (tie) Florida State i
5  Georgia 32.6 |10 Florida 10

they have a lot to do with his success,”
o signing of Simms, the nation's top
uarterback out of Now Jersey and son of
ormer NFL star Phil Simms, was 4 stroke of
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brilliance, Texas lured him away from a
€ i it to Te in mid-January,

“He handled the Simms situation expért-
ly" Wallace said, *That's probably one of the
most overlooked facets when kids commit.
Most people think he just got back in on him,
He probably never left.

“That situation gets mishandled a lot.
Even when y commit, you still have to
stay with the player. If the kid gets upset
and changes his mind, then you're there to
get him.,

“Mack Brown has complotely jump-start-

| ed the Longhomns. (Helsman winner) Ricky
Willinms gave them a shot in the arm, too.

Ohio State came next in BSBYs consensus
poll, using voting pointa from the six leading
experts — Burton, Wallace, Bill Kurelic of

The Ohio Football Recruiting News, Phil
Grosz of G&W Recruiting Report, Rick
Kimbrel of PrepStar and Tom Lemming of
Prep Football Repaort.

This marked OSU's fourth top-10 class in
six yoars, following a No. 2 finish in 1904,
No, 1 in 1996 and No. 10 in 1897, OSU's
small 14-man class was ranked 16th a year
ngo.

Notre Damae (see page 21) was third, fol-
lowed by Texas A&M and Georgia to round
out the top five.

“Botween Texas and Texas A&M, they
closed their borders off,” Kimbrel said.
“Michigan usually goes down there and gets
throf or four playoers. This year they only got
one,

Lemming actually listed Georgia second
on his ballot behind ;i:huu e

“If Goorgia had signed (Florida State
gignee) Nick Maddox, that may have
brought them even with Texas” he said.
“Athletically, their class may be better than
Toxas.

“They got three really good wide
receivers including Reggie Brown, they gota
good running back in Bruce Thornton and
Kevin Breedlove on the offensive line. Thay
loaded up on great talent”

UCLA, which practically shared the top
spot with Michigan a year ago, again fin-
‘ujihod strong with the nation’s sixth-best

ass,

“UCLA picked up a couplo of great offen.
sive linemen, including Shane Lehmann,”
Kimbroel said. “They got our No. 3-rated
quarterback in J.P. Losman and a highly
rated receiver in Jorry Owens.”

The following are comments from each of
the experts on OSU's class.

Kurelic
Kurelic, based in Westervillo, Ohio,

‘thinks the OSU haul stacks up nicely,

“l think this is a great class,” said
Kurelic, who rated OSU fourth nationally
behind Texas, Notre Dame and Georgia. *1
think it's very eomparable to any of the best
classes John Cooper has brought into Ohio
State.

“The class that rates tho highest was the
Andy Katzenmoyer-David Boston class in
1996. I think that class turned out to be as
good as advertised. This class would not rate
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quite as high, but only time will tell if it
achieves as much success

“In their areas of need, they got one great
player in each area and, in some, they got a
couple of great players. They got a couple
groat defensive backs, a couple great line-
backers and one outstanding wide receiver.

“I don't think running back wans a big
area of need, but thoy did very well at that

ition. Thay got one of the best offensive

emen in the country in Bryce Bishop.

I think from top to bottom they filled
their needs well and they did it with great
players.”

Kurelic approved of OSU's strong in-
state showing, where the Buckeyes landed
his top seven prospects and 15 of his top 25.

“l think they knew what they wanted
early on and they landed just about every-
body they wanted in state,” he said. “Every
single kid from Ohio who visited Ohio State
ended up signing.

“Thay built a great foundation early with
the Ohio kids. Then they concentrated their
efforts primarily on great out-of-state play-
ers”

Burton

Burton, who picked OSU No. 2 national-
ly, gave the Buckeyes high marks for execut-
ing a yearlong game plan,

] think the fact they pretty much domi-
nated the state of Ohio waa the No. 1 factor,”
ha said. “There may have been one or two
players they wanted in the state that they
didn't get, but just about everybody they
seemed interested in ended up there.

“If you watch how Ohio State works, they
seem to follow a recruiting plan every year.
They take care of in-state first, then they
pick up some guys that had great senior
years like they did this year and then they
cherry pick outside the state where they
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have a good prosence. This year, that was
Florida, Michigan and [linois.”

Burton's TNRA rates OSU signees such
as defensive lineman Tim Anderson, offen-
sive lineman Bryce Bishop and defensive
backs Curtis Crosby, Mike and Richard
MeNutt among the best in the country at
their respective positions. But those weren't
the only signees he liked.

“The two aleepers I like are Maurice Loe
and Scott McMullen,” he said. *I was talking
about McMullen last summer, He has a lot
of ability. I know he comes from a small
school and the competition was not that
great, but he does what he's supposed to do
in that situation. He was a star.”

Grosz

Grosz, whose G&W service is based in
Pennsylvania, listed OSUs class fourth
behind Texas, Georgia and Texas A&M.

“They cleaned up their home state," he
said. “Counting (late enrolles from 1998)
Ivan Douglas, they got 18 kids from Ohio,

“I like Bryce Bishop from Florida. Not
getting Reggie Brown hurt, but getting
Maurice Harris helped a bit. He's a quality
receiver.”

Grosz credited OSU for not putting all of
its quarterback eggs in Simms’ basket.

“They washed out with the-Chris Simms
episode early, but they still did well in sign-
ing Scott McMullen and Craig Krenzel, who

each had pretty good years,” he said.
Kimbrel

Kimbrel, whose tar is based in
California, placed OSU third natienally

behind Texas and UCLA.

“They really got out of the box strong and
dominoted in state,” he said, "They made
sure thoy were able to get the guys they
wanted.
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*They closed the borders to Ohio, and
that was a theme pretty much across the
country this year. It was a tremendous job by
John Cooper and his staff.”

Aftor winning a pair of Big Ten titles and
two No. 2 finishes, Kimbrel says the
Buckaeyes are at the top of their game.

“Ohio State is one of the glamour schools
aguin, up there with Michigan, Notre Dama,
Florida and Florida State,” he said. "UCLA
and Texas also appear to be back.”

Kimbrol cited several of his favorite OSU

gnoes,

*l really think Curtis Crosby has an
excellent chance to play right away,” he said.
“Kelton Lindsay may be a bit underrated
because his numbers as a senior weren't
what he had as a junior,

“Mike Doss is a lothal hitter. We loved the
quarterback Scott McMullen. Ho may have
been a sleeper, but he woke up a lot of
ple. Florida State keeps its recruitin cm
to the vest, but they came up to Ohio to
recruit him."

Lemming

Lemming, whose Prop Football Report is
based in Mlinois, placed OSU fourth behind
Texas, Georgin and Notre Dame.

“This really was a good combination of in-
state and out-of-state players, especially
when they go to Florida and get Bishop and
Fred Sturrup,” he said.

“Bryce Bishop and Tim Anderson are two
of the best in the country. Mike Doss and
Curtis Croshy are also pretty good. Richard
Hall is probably as good as Kelton Lindsay.

"Richard McNutt could also be an amaz-
ing talent.”

Wallace

Wallace joined Burton in listing OSU sec-
and behind Texas.

“Ohio State totally dominated the state of
Ohio, maybe more so than Texas dominated
Texas, They had to share some with Texas
A&EM." he said.

“They only had one youngster named in
our top 50 in Kelton Lindsay But Bryce
Bishop was close to making it. We also liked
Curtis Crosby and Maurice Harris a lot."

Thirteen of OSU's 23 high school signees
were SuperPrep All-Americans.

*You really can't do this class proper jus-
tice by looking at player rankings,” Wallace
noted. “Texas and Notre Dame also had a
high number of our All-Americans, but there
were no gaps in this class.”
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By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Bill Conley has played a great role in
wildly successful recruiting efforts at
Ohio State. After all, he's been the foot-
ball recruiting coordinator since 1991,

But Conley has been around long
snough to experience some unpleasant
turns of events and has watched a fow
fish wriggle off the hook. That's why, on
national signing day Feb. 3, Conley was
ns delighted as anyone when the fixes
started rolling in. The Buckeyes got
overyone they expected to get, and most
of the ones they wanted to get.

“Everything went very smooth, the
smoothest it's ever been,” he said with a
broad smile later that day.

Because of that, the Buckeyes once
agmn have rounded up one of the nation's
best incoming groups, placing among the
top five in the eyes of all the big-name
analysts

Several days later, though, Conley
would admit that he and fellow OSU
assistant Shawn Simms had inadvertent-
ly violated NCAA rules by visiting with a
pair of recruits on Jan. 31, a mandated
“quiet period.” The violations, minor in
nature, were not expected to affect the cli-
gibility of Florida lineman Bryce Bishop,
who signed with OSU. (For more on this
story, see Ohio State Insider on page 4.)

It was Conley who orchestrated OSU's
top-rated class of 1996 that was head-
lined by Andy Katzenmoyer and David
Boston., With both of those players leav-
ing early for the NFL, the pressure was
on to put together another mumf
standouts. The only good news a
their departure — as well as the loss of
Rolland Steele, Sean Penny, Jimmy
Redmond and others for various reasons
— was that OSU's once-small pool of
scholarships broadened.

Conley and the rest of the OSU staff’
took full advantage by working diligently
on prospects from aﬂ over the country
and welcoming nearly the full allowable
allotment of players in for official visits.

“You never know how the numbers are
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Conley Shares Thoughts On New Recruiting Class

going to end up,” Conley said with a
chuckle. “That’s the first thing everyone
nsks, and that clmngu. and it changed
thmughnul the year.”

At this time last year, Conley was
looking at roughly 18 openings on the
1999 roster. As it turned out, OSU signed
24 players to letters -of intent. It also
enrolled lineman Ivan Douglas, giving
him a scholarship, and also has one schol-
arship left over.

“It ended up really benefiting us
because of the depth in Ohio,” said
Conloy, who doubles as OSU' tight ends
coach, “If we would have had only 18
scholarships, that would have forced us
to make some hard choices.”

Instead, OSU was using late January
to rope in-state players such as
Cincinnati Wyoming running back
Richard Hall and Granville quarterback
Scott McMullen, both among the top skill
players in the state,

The Buckeyes also got January com-
mitments from Ohicans Drew Carter, a
receiver out of Solon, and Marion
Harding fullback Nate Stead. Neither
was rated among the state's top 25 play-
ers, according to The Ohio Football
Recruiting News, but both were late-
bloomers who had the potential to earn a
scholarship with a full two dozen at
05U's disposal.

Big Class, Lots Of Headliners

It's only natural to look up and down
the list of signees and try to predict which
ones have star potential. While it's near-
ly impossible to tell with those young-
sters walking around their high school
halls, the Buckeyes appear to have sever-
al candidates.

08U received commitments from the

seven players in Ohio according to

1’5FRN. and the out-of-staters include
well-rated players such as Michigan
quarterback Craig Krenzel, Illinois
defensive back Richard MeNutt and
Florida linemen Bishop aad Fred
Sturrup.

W'hm asked which players may make
an immediate impact, Conley replied,
“It's hard to tell because all the skilled
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athletes have some speed and quickness.
You don't know which one is going to

e Obvi
“Obviously you can look at a guy like
Michael Doss, who had a great, great
high school career at
Canton McKinley and
ayed a lot of positions.
ou could see someone
like him coming in and
helping us out right away,
But again, we got a lot of
kids who can run.”

And block, apparently.

The 6-5, 310-pound
Bishop is a USA Today
All-USA selection and is 3
supposed to be one of the  Bill Conley
best road graders from
the high school ranks in several years.

“He's a very good football player,”
Conley said, "and the nice thing about
him ia [ got to watch him practice in May
in a serimmage. He'ls got good feet for a
big guy, as do the other offensive lhnnmon
we got. And that's no small group.

Douglas, who hails from Cleveland
Benedictine, is in the 6-8, 320-pound
range. Matt Zahn, who pmpped at the
same Ohio high school (St. Henry) as Jim
Lachey and the Hoying brothers, is listed
6.7, 360,

Shaker Heights, Ohio, star Adrien
Clarke also has the look of a college play-
er at 6-5, 315,

“You look at him and he reminds you
of Korey Stringer and Orlando Pace, who
had tremendous foet,” Conley said. *It
will be interesting to watch what ha
pens with Matt Zahn, too, especially
when he loses some weight. But those are
three big bodies.”

Bucks Go Right After Neeods

The first two players to raise their
hand and verbally commit to OSU were
Ohioans Kelton Lindsay of Lebanon and
Curtis Crosby of Columbus Eastmoor.
Both are somewhat undersized but pro-
ject at running back and cornerback,
respectively. Head coach John Cooper
said Lindsay could end up at receiver or
cornerback when it’s all said and done,

But the fact that Lindsay and Crosby,
rated Nos. 1 and 2, respectively, amon,
in-state pros by TOFRN, commit
last wintor allowed the Buckeyes to begm
targeting the team's four most pressing
needs — linebacker, receiver, quarter-
back and defensive back.

OSU didn't land New Jersey product
Chris Simms, the son of former NFL star
Phil Simms and the top prospect in the
nation according to most. But the
Buckeyes did close on Krenzel and
MeMullen, who also shone at the OSU
SUmmer camp.

"All three of those kids were in camp
and they all three were very, very close in

terms of athletic skills at quarterback,”
Conley said, “We thought all three of
them were definitely Division I quarter-
backs who could have played for anybody.

“The two we got fit in so well with the
quarterbacks we already have. It's
going to be a great, great competi-
tion.”

While the Buckeyes lost their
top two QBs (Joe Germaine and
Mark Garein) to graduation, OSU
nlso is without top receivers
Boston and Dee Miller. Redmond
was dismissed from the team for
off-the-field  problems, and
Vanness Provitt is still trying to
overcome a nasty hip injury.

That put the heat on Conley and
company to find several capable
young wideouts, and they believe
they did by signing Maurice Harris,
Maurice Lee, Ricky Bryant and Carter,
although top option Reggie Brown of
Georgin picked the home-state Bulldogs
over OSU.

“We think we've got a real good group
of wide receivers,” Conley said. “They all
can catch the ball and they all have
quickness and speed. A lot of those guys
have been return guys, and that’s what
you look for — the whole package.

“We're extremely happy with all those

8.

At linebacker, the Buckeyes will have
to get by without Katzenmoyer and cap-
tain Jerry Rudzinski, a valuable five-year
OLB. The hope is that fellow starter Na'il
Diggs can return at an all-star level and
that youngsters such as Courtland
Bullard, Jason Ott and Joe Cooper can
develop in a hurry

But no matter who emerges, the OSU
conchen know they needed to find some
new blood and future stars at LB. OSU
didn't have to look far for one of the can-
didates in Fred Pagac Jr. of Dublin, Ohio.
The Buckeyes also signed Elyria, Ohio,
product Matt Wilhelm, who is ranked
Just behind Pagac at fourth in the state
nl:l:urdmg to TOFRN, and Cuyahoga
Falls (Ohio) Walsh Jesuit’s Pat O'Neill, a
promising 6-4, 215-pounder.

“That was an area we filled up pretty
quick on,” Conley said. “It was a great
yoar in Ohw and we grabbed three of the
in-state linebackers we thought were the
three best,

"At defensive back, we've got to
replace a couple starters there and we
got four good ones. At wide receiver we
lost two starters and we got four there.
Not only did we get good players to
eventually fill in for the ones that left,
but also we helped ourselves at some
backup roles.”

Continued On Page 18
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BILL CONLEY

Signees’ Roles
Tough To Project

Continued From Page 16

Work Is Never Done

Hull, Harris and Lee are among the
players who still have some work to do
academically, which means Conley will
check up on those players to see if they
get their test scores,

He made sure to point out, however,
that 13 of the signees have grade-point
averages at or above 3.0,

But the bottom line is a lot can hap-
pen to youngsters — good and bad —
between now and when they enroll,
which is why you can't project their
roles right now,

For example, Conley is sure he's got
a couple of sleepers in the bunch — he
just doesn’t know who they are

“I've looked back and realized it's
really tough,” he said. “You can't pick
out one or two guys, As soon as | men-
tion a couple guys, a couple other guys
will come to the forefront.

“You look at last year, it looked like
Steve Bellisari was going to be a fourth-
string quarterback and he became a guy
that helped us out tremendously on spe-
cial teams, played some defensive back
and played some quarterback. You
never know. Jamar Martin is another
guy who came in and played a success-
ful role in the season.”

So until OSU's class comes aboard,
Conley and the rest of the coaches will
stay in touch and hold their breaths in
the hopes the recruits stay healthy and
focused. A good sign is that a few play-
ers have talked about coming in during
the summer to work out with the team
and strongth and conditioning coach
Dave Kennedy,

The coaches also will continue to
work the phones. Even though signing
day has come and gone, Conley has
done some of his best work in the days,
weeks and months following. Among the
late signees to climb on board are Diggs
and former All-American “Big Daddy”
Dan Wilkinson

With that in mind, and with one
grant-in-aid available, Conley will
make sure the Buckeyes haven't over-
looked somebody. They were hoping
that final player would be Jacksonville,
Fla,, defensive back Roshard Gilyard,
but he opted to go to Auburn on signing
day instead of waiting to see what
Brown decided to do.

“You always have a few on the back
burner,” Conley said. *The problem you
run into is if a kid waits until signing
day to make his decision, then that
doesn't do you much good because the
kids on the back burner have scholar-
ship offers somewhere else and they
don't want to wait.

“Unfortunately, because of all the
publicity and press, kids really feel
preasured to sign on signing day to get
all the hype and glory.”

With Gilyard out of the picture and
linebacker Shawn Price planning to
enroll at Fork Union (Va.) Military
Academy because of academics, the
Buckeyes almost certainly will bank the
final scholarship and concentrate on
luring walk-ons to the program.

“Once the newspaper comes out with
all the signees, we'll go through and the
ones we thought might end up being
walk-ons that are on there, we'll take
them off the board and see what's left,”
said Conlay, adding OSU could have as
many as eight or more new walk-ons,
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Cooper, Statf Clean Up On Their Home Turf

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Ohio State capitalized on a strong tal-
ent base in the Buckeye State in putting
together the nation's No. 2-ranked class.

0SU's 24-man recruiting class includ-
ed 17 Ohio prospects.

Of that group, 156 were ranked among
the top 25 prospects in Ohio, as rated by
The Ohio Feotball Recruiting News

In fact, OSU offered a scholarship to
just one Ohio player who did not end up
signing with the Scarlet and Gray. That
was Hamilton’s Andy Mignery, who felt
he had a better opportunity to play quar-
terback at Michigan than Ohio State.

The Buckeyes ended up signing eight
of TOFRNs top 10 Ohio prospects,
including the first seven — Lebanon run-
ning back Kelton Lindsay, Columbus
Eastmoor defensive back Curtis Crosby,
Dublin Coffman linebacker Fred Pagac
Jr, Elyria Catholic linebacker Matt
Wilhelm, Canton McKinley defensive
back Mike Doss, Clyde defensive lineman
Tim Anderson and Shaker Heights offen-
sive lineman Adrien Clarke

The 17 Ohio signees is the most OSU
coach John Cooper has signed in his 12
Buckoeye recruiting classes, eclipsing the
total of 15 he signed in his first OSU class
in February 1988,

Cooper’s No. l-ranked recruiting
class in 1996 included 14 Ohio signees,
while anothér highly ranked class in
1994 featured 12 Ohio players
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GRAND DAY AT GRANVILLE — Quarterback Scott McMullen (seated
center) sits among Granville (Ohio) High School teammates while sign-
ing with Ohio State. Also signing on Feb. 3 were fullbuck Cooper
Dennison (left), who inked with Miami (Ohio), and running back Nate
Colon (right), who is off to Rutgers.

The lowest Ohio output was eight in
1991, arguably the lowest-ranked class in
Cooper’s tenure at OSU.

This year, though, the Buckeyea
cleaned up in their home state,

“It's important for us to dominate in-
state recruiting,” Cooper said at his sign-

ing day press conference.

“When 1 took this job, I said it waa
because of the great high school football
that is played here in the state. Every
year, if we're able to keep the in-state
players at home, we're going to have a
good recruiting class, and we were able to

do that this year"

Two of the OSU signees from Ohio
were not ranked in TOFRN's top 50 in
the December 1998 issue

Solon wide receiver Drew Carter and
Marion Harding fullback Nate Stead rose
from wirtual anonymity to earn OSU
scholarship offers in January. Still, each
player had other Big Ten and major-con-
ference offers when they committed to
0suU

Headed Elsewhere

Indiana, under coach Cam Cameron,
came into Ohio and signed five players —
three of them ranked among TOFRN's
top 50. That group includes No. 32 Joe

Gonzalez, a defensive back from
Cleveland St. Ignatius; No. 37 Terrance
Dawson, a defensive lineman from

Warren Harding; and 39th-ranked Kris
Dielman, a tight end from Troy.

While OSU went into Michigan to get
two of its signees (quarterback Craig
Krenzel and wide receiver Ricky Bryant),
the Wolverines came to the State Down
South and signed four players. Besides
the 10th-ranked Mignery, that group
includes No. 13 Carl Diggs, a linebacker
from Warren Harding; No. 21 B.J. Askew,
a running back from Cincinnati Colerain;
and unranked Grant Bowman, a defen-
sive lineman from Columbus DeSales,

Michigan State, which upset Ohio
State last year behind a collection of Ohio
players, continued to emphasize the
Buckeye State. MSU landed four Ohio
prospects: No. 31 James Smith, a line-
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backer from Hamilton Edgewood; No. 38 Michigan State had also been recruiting
Steve Stewart, a lineman from him. ohlo FOOtha“ SIg“eas Elsewham
Sandusky; No, 48 Josh Lenaburg, a wide
receiver from Medina; and unranked Dan  Missing Mr. Football The following is o list of Ohio football players who have signed letters of
Larlham, a quarterback from Cuyahoga Cooper finally had n chance to answer intent to play college football at schools besides Ohlo State, with rankings as
Falls Walsh Jesuit. critics on why OSU did not vigorously | overall prospects by The Ohio Football Recruiting News:
Minnesota, led by former Buckeye pursue record-setting Troy running back
Glen Mason, ventured into Ohio to sign  Ryan Brewer, who earned Ohio's Mr TOFRN
three Ohio players, none of whom made  Football honor this past yoar and ended Rank __ Player Pos, High School College
TOFRN's top 60, The most notable was  up signing with South Carolina. 8 Deryck Toles DB Warren Harding Penn State
Akron Garfield defensive back Eli Ward, “I'm not sure he was interested in' | 10 Andy Mignery QB Hamilton Michigan
who comes from the same school that Ohio State,” Cooper said, "He was not 13 Carl Diggs LB Warren Harding Michigan
sent Antoine Winfield to OSU. interested enough to come to our camp, 1 15 Keiwan Ratlitf WR  Whitehall Yearling Florida
Illinois got a pair of Ohio linebackers  think he went to Michigun's camp. 16 Brian Camp QB Dubln Coffman Georgla Tech
in No. 29 Ty Myers of Springfield North “That was a factor. If a kid doesn't 17 Lee Evans WR Bedford Wisconsin
and No. 40 Obadiah Harris of Chillicothe.  come to your camp, you don't know as | 29 Brandon Miree RB  Cincinnati Winton Woods Alabama
Penn State, Purdue and Wisconsin  much about him.” 21 B.J. Askew RB Cincinnati Colerain Michigan
each signed one Ohio player. PSU got the Brewer set Ohio's single-season rush- | o4 Tim Frost DE Youngstown Ursuline Waest Virginia
highest-ranked Ohioan to leave the state  ing mark in 10 regular-season games, 25 Derrick Tatum RB  Shaker Htlﬂl'ltn Kentucky
in eighth-ranked Deryck Toles, a defen- rushing for 2,864 yards as a senior. He 26 Aaron Lumokin TE  Trotwood-Madison Unsigned
give back from Warren Harding. finished his high school career with 7,656 27 Anthon R.’ d WR  Youngstown Chane Loulsvllle
Wisconsin inked No. 17 Lee Evans, a  yards and 117 touchdowns. 28 Dt P: lt{ WR W s Kenned y Virginia Tech
wide receiver from Bedford. Purdue The 5-11, 200-pound Brewer, who hFrov AITe) nen Y rginia Tec
signed unrankoed Jason Eisele, an offen-  boasts 4.45-second speed, was judged the 29 Ty Myors LB Springfield North Illinols
sive lineman from Avon Lake. state's 45th-best prospect by TOFRN, 30 Darroll McMurray OL  Akron Buchtel Pittsburgh
“We're not necessarily looking for the 31 James Smith LB Hamilton Edgewood Michigan State
Outside The Big Ten best high school player,” Cooper said. a2 Joe Gonzalez DB Cleveland St. Ignatius Indiana
Ohio once again proved to be fertile “We're looking for how good that player | 33 Shaun Piper LB Columbus Hartley West Virginia
ground for a number of other Division I  will be two or three years down the |34 Ben Timmons OL  Chagrin Falls Kenston ~ West Virginia
programs. road.” s Paul Cook RB  Beren Boston College
Pittsburgh, behind former OSU assis- The OSU coach felt vindicated from a6 Landon Jones LB Marion Harding Maryland
tant Walt Harris, signed five Ohio play-  widespread criticism after no other Big ar Terrance Dawson DL Warren Harding Indiana
ers, led by No. 30 Darrell MeMurray, a  Ten schools appeared to offer Brewer. 38 Stove Stewart OL  Sandusky Michigan State
lineman from Akron Buchtal, and No. 49 “Our coaches saw him play, we evalu- | 39 Kris Dielman TE Troy Indiana
Matt Mefford, a lineman from Cincinnati  ated films and we talked to opposing | 40 Obadiah Harris LB  Chillicothe inols
Wyoming. Pitt also took Columbus coaches,” he said, “We heard talk about 41 Akia Brown RB  Portsmouth Marshall
Eastmoor  defensive back Corey  Michigan (wanting him), 42 Leo Bell OL Cincinnati Moeller Boston College
Humphries, . ; “The same thing happened last year. | 43 Obl Chukwumah DB Worthington Kilbourne  Wake Forest
West Virginia lﬂ_ﬂ‘ﬂd with three 0!1'0 There was a defensive back out of Lima a4 E.J. Lilly RB  Alllance Akron
players — No. 24 Tim Frost, a defensive  (Joo Sellers). We heard overybody in the 45 Ryan Brewer RB  Troy South Carolina
lineman from Youngstown Ursuline; No.  world was recruiting him except Ohio |46  Matt Blrdseye  DE  Cincinnati Turpin Dartmouth
.l..i Shaun Piper, a linebacker from  Siate, Where did he end up? OU. a7 Willie Metcalf TE  Dayton Belmont Unsigned
Columbus Hardey; and No. 3¢ Ben “This year it was the same thing. We | 48 Josh Lenaburg ~ WR Medina Michigan State
pmmons,  lineman from Chagrin Folls  hoard rumors about who was recruiting | 49 Matt Mefford  OL  Cincinnati Wyoming  Pittsburgh
- ' ; : (Brewer). But he didn’t go to Michigan, Kyle Slager B ¢ Arlington I
: B?W-’“ ?‘;1"",5:; ;ljﬂb"ll‘“g “kimlif of Ohio g4 he? He didn't go to Purdue, did he? » et OTHER uﬁomgmfn Blu""’EN SCHOOLSU“ §ned
E:::’; "ﬁiﬂ:: “:r't;l m::; 'anugz‘li_: ;?:;inﬁ He didn't go to Michigan State, did he?” —_ A.C. Carter RB  Cincinnati Princeton Indiana
. o ' Cooper admitted that recruiting can |
lineman from Cincinnati Moeller. boia hitor i Blsiriaes J;r::tpglgmln gf g:r::‘wg‘;'sr.l‘. ann:;ll:ln
o s t ¥ .. \ -
ther notables to leave the siate o can toll you wo dont have all the | Z  pan Lartham QB Cuy. Falls Walsh Jesult  Michigan State
« No. 15 Keiwan Ratliff, a wide recefy-  209Wers,” he said, “We're going tomake | Mike Galloway DB Columbus Whetstone  Minnesota
er from Whitehall Yearling headed to % share of mistakes. In our opinion, we | __ Paul Nixon LB  Columbus Mifflin Minnesota
Florida; recruited the best running ]]""*“ —  Ell Ward DB Akron Garfield Minnesota
* No. 16 Brian Camp, a quarterback _ the L:_l]:lhnﬁyun Brewer oll the luck in | _ Jason Eisele OL  Avon Lake Purdue

from Dublin Coffman headed to Georgia
Tech;

* No. 20 Brandon Miree, a 2,000-yard
rusher from Cincinnati Winton Woods
headed to Alabama;

* No, 26 Derrick Tatum, a running
back from Shaker Heights who signed
with Kentucky; and

* No. 27 Anthony Floyd, a wide receiv-
er from Youngstown Chaney who signed
with Louisville

One Ohio top-30 prospect remained
unsigned. Trotwood-Madison tight end
Aaron Lumpkin, the brother of OSU tight
end John Lumpkin, was still trying to
decide between Purdue and Tenncssee.
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Since the inception of the Mr. Football
award for the 1987 season, OSU has
signed five players who won a combined
six Mr. Football awards. That group
includes Buster Howe (1987 winner),
Robert Smith (1988-89), Bobby Hoying
(1990), Andy Katzenmoyer (1995) and
Derek Combs (1996).

Other Mr. Football award winners
who went elsewhere included Derek
Kidwell (1991, Bowling Green), Marc
Edwards (1992, Notre Dame), Curtis
Enis (1993, Penn State), Charles
Woodson (1994, Michigan) and Tony
Fisher (1997, Notre Dame).

DELI &
RESTAURANT

3444 South High St
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(614) 497-0577
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+ Hearty, Oversized
Sandwiches
« Variety of Hot
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+ Incredible Desserts

» Full Breakfast, Lunch and

Dinner Menu
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Exams ® Contact Lenses *Treatment of Eye Discases © Glasses

@ Rinkov Eyecare Center
Dr. Mark H. Rinkov & Associates
OPTOMETRISTS

Family Eyecare at Affordable Fees

—

Exclusive 2 year free eyeglass warranty
Guaranteed success contact lens program
Evening and Saturday hours
Downtown — 81 E. Gay St., Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 224-2414

West — 4864 W, Broad St., Columbus, OH 43228
(614) 878-7771 .

East — 1725 Brice Rd., Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
(614) 861-7771

Westerville — 636 W. Schrock Rd., Westerville, OH 43081
(614) 890-3577

Dublin — 6732 Perimeter Loop Rd., Dublin, OH 43017
(614) 798-9940
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No. 2 Not So Bad In Recruiting

Behind Ohio Signees, Cooper
Nabs One Of His Best Classes

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bullatin Editor

So this is what the nation's No. 2-ranked
recruiting class is supposed to look like.

Ohio State signed 24 players to letters of
intent Feb. 3, attracting talented players at
nearly every position on the board.

“On paper, this looks like another gomL
solid recruiting class,” said coach John C
after inking kis 12th OSU class. “We were ol e
to sign the in-state players that we went after
and we were able to secure some out-of-state
student-athletes that other major schools were

T,

Thirteen of OSU's 23 high school signecs —
the Buckeyes took defensive back Ziyier
Walker from Fork Union (Va.) Military
Academy — were named as SuperPrep All-
Americans, putting them among the nation's
top 265 players.

Focusing even closer — and using rankings
provided by G&W Recruiting Report, The
National Recruiting Advisor and Prep Football
Report — Ohio State signed 10 consensus All-
Amernicans.

Three of those players — defensive line-
man Tim Anderson, offensive lineman Bryce
Bishop and defensive back Richard McNutt —
were unanimous picks by all four services.

But recruiting rankings don't seem to
interest Cooper much. Filling his program's
position is a much higher priority.

*“We also filled the needs we had at several
positions,” he said. “We had a need for two
quarterbacks on our board and we signed two
quarterbacks.

“Wide receiver, linebacker and defensive
back are three areas that jump out at you.
Wide receiver was a real key position for us,
since we Jost Dee Miller, David Boston and
Kevin Griffin. So we went out and signed four
wide receivers.

“Linebacking again was a critical area
because of the loss of Andy (Katzenmoyer) and
Jerry (Rudzinski). We were able to bring in
three of them.

You can never have too many defensive
backs. We were able to bring in four, including
the player we had in Fork Union Military
(Walker) last year”

Besides the signees, OSU also has a com-
mitment from Haddon Heights, NJ., line-
backer Shawn Price. Academic deficiencies
kept OSU from signing Price, who figures to
spend part of next year at Fork Union.

Also, OSU had previously enrolled former
Cleveland Benedictine lineman Ivan Douglas,
who gained his eligibility while sitting out the
fall.

Counting Douglas, OSU has added four
800-pound offensive linemen to the mix

“We got four big offensive linemen, includ-
ing Ivan Douglas, and these guys are huge,”
Cooper sald. “They are every bit as big as the
heights and weights they're listed at.”

The following are thumbnail sketches of
OSUYs 24 signees. BSB is amending its listed
heights and weights for these players to match
those listed on the
school's signing day
press release. The play-
ers are listed alphabeti-
cally.

* Tim Anderson,
defensive lineman,
Clyde, Ohio —
Anderson (64, 270,
4.95) projects as an
intarior gtsfl.mvu hnlf-
man for OSU, where he
committed after attend- ' Tim Anderson

ing the Spring Game April 25. He picked the
Buckeyes over [llinois, Michigan State,
Purdue and Michigan

Anderson, Wlmud as Ohio's sixth-best

;:Imupm by The Ohio Football Recruiting

ews and the nation's seventh-best DT
prospect by TNRA, had 69 tackles and seven
sacks as a senior after notching 70 tackles and
five sacks as a junior. He also won the Division
11 state heavyweight wrestling title last
spring, going undefeated for the year He
benches 375 pounds, holds n 25 GPA and
scored an 18 on the ACT.

* Bryce Bishop, offensive linemuan,
Miami Killinn = Bishop (6-5, 310, 4.9) is
rated the nation's eighth-best offensive line-
man and Florida's eighth-best prospect by
SuperPrep. Ho was rated No. 7 among guards
by TNRA. He was a USA Today first-team All-
USA pick. He chose OSU Feb, 1, picking the
Buckeyes over Florida State and Miami (Fla).

He could play either tackle or guard at the
college lovel. This great run blocker is a throe-
year starter at tackle. This year he blocked at
88 percent and had 12 pancake blocks. Bishop,
who benches 330 pounds, holds a 2.8 GPA and
has a ACT scare of 20.

* Ricky Bryant, wide receiver,
Farmington Hills (Mich.) Harrison —
Bryant (6-1, 165, 4.5) is the younger brother of
Michigan receiver Kovin Bryant, although he
never really consid-
ered UM. He chose
08U in January,
picking the
Buckeyes over
Northwestern,
Michigan State and
Wisconsin. Bryant

was named
Michigan’s No. 3
prospect by The

Detroit News and
No. 4 in the Midwost
by The Detroit Free
Press,

As a senior, Bryant caught 51 passes for
995 yards (19.5 average) and scored 16 touch-
downs — including one rushing and two on
kick retumns — for a 130 team that won a
state title. He had 34 catches for 705 yards and
seven TDs as a junior. He holds a 5.2 GPA and
scored a 19 on the ACT,

* Drew Carter, wide receiver, Solon,
Ohio — Carter (64, 187, 4.5) returned to foot-
ball after a two-year hiatus and eamed a
scholarship at OSU =
in the process. He
caught 33 passes for
890 wyards (27.0
average) and 13
touchdowns for an
8-2 team. Michigan
State and Colorado
wWeiTe AmMOong major
collegea that came
into the picture later
in the season.

His brother,
Grant, will be a
sophomare receiv-
er at Minnesota this year. Carter, also a
standout basketball player who averaged 19
points a game, holds a 2.4 GPA but scored a
20 on the ACT.

* Adrien Clarke, offensive lineman,
Shaker Heights, Ohio — Clarke (65, 315,
5.1) was rated Ohio's seventh-best prospect
by TOFRN and was a consensus prep All-
American. TNRA listed him as the nation's
eighth-best tackle prospect. This first-team
All-Ohio pick helped lead Shaker Heights to
a 101 mark and a Division [ playoff berth.

Ricky Bryul

Drew Carter

He had 35 pancake [§
blocks and 100 fin-
ished blocks. He did
not allow n sack ns a
junior, notching 27
pancak

~ ]

i blocks.

Clarke, who
benches 376 pounds
and dead lifts more
than 600 pounds,
picked OSU over
Michigan  State,
Mlinois n.nd
Syracuse
December. He Mom.l an 870 on the SAT but
needs (o raise his 2.1 GPA.

¢ Curtis Crosby, defensive back,
Columbus Eastmoor — Crosby (5-11, 175,
44) ended the suspense early, conunitting to
08U over Michigan
on Feb. 11, 1998. He
was a consensus All-
American pick,
pegged as one of the
nation's top three
cornerback

Adrien Clarke

breakups and two
interceptions after
having seven inter-
coptions and rush-
ing for 1,500 yards as a junior. Croaby, who
boasts a reported 40-inch vertical leap, bench-
o8 270 pounds. He figures to qualify with a 2.8
GPA but needs to raise his ACT score from a

16.

* Mike Doss, defensive back, Canton
(Dhio) Mel ~ Doss (6.0, 185, 4.55) fol-
lowed former McKinley teammates Kenny
Peterson and Jamar
Martin to OSU
when he committed
to the Buckeyes over
Ponn State on Feb.
10, 1998. He wns a
key member of back-

ck state cham-
pionship teams at
Lﬂ:l{mlcs whaere he
set the school career
recard for intercep-
tions with 14,

He rushed for
1454 yards as n
senior © with 22
touchdowns and had 111 tackles and three
interceptions on "defense. As a junior, he
recorded nine interceptions and tack!
This All-Ohio first-teamer is also n consensus
All-American, rated fifth amon, nll stron
safoties by TNRA and as Ohio's No. § over
prospect by TOFRN. He meets entrance
roé%urmmu with o 2.5 GPA and a 17 on the

* Richard Hall, running back,
Cincinnati Wyoming — Hall (6-0, 205,
4.45) committed to the Buckeyes Jan. 28, pick-
ing OSU over
Michigan State and
Indiana. He finished
his prop career with
7476 yards and a
Cincinnati-area-
high 121 touch-
downs. He earned
Division IV state
offensive player of

year honors as a
senior, ing for
2,855 y (the sec-
ond-highest single-
season total in Ohio
history) and scoring 46 touchdowns.

He rushed for 2,261 yards and 35 touch-
downs as a junior and 2,098 yards and 36
touchdowns as a sophomore. He would have
been rated much higher — TOFRN dropped
him from its top five to No. 19 — with a
stronger academic picture: His GPA is in the

Curtis Crosbhy

Mike Doss

Richard Hall

2.0 range. He took the SAT most recently on
Jan. 23,

* Maurice Harris, wide receiver,
Jacksonville (Fla.) Raines — Harris (6-2,
200, 4.5) is the most decorated of OSU's four
wide receiver
signees, earning
CONSENSUS All
American honors
He is judged as the
13th-best receiver
nationally by TNRA
and was the 20th-
best prospect in
Florida, according to
SuperPrep. He
picked OSU over
Miami (Fla.),
Tennesses and
Purdue in January.

Harris is not a stranger to big games, help-
ing Raines to a 16-0 mark and a state title as
a junior and a 12-2 record and state semifinal
berth this past year. As a senior, he caught 52
passes for 900 yards (173 average) and 14
touchdowns after logging 28 recoptions for 882
yards (31.5 average) and 14 touchdowns as a
Jjunior. Harris, whose GPA is in the 2.8 range,
needs to bump his SAT score up from 800 to at
least 820 in order to qualify. He also has a 16
on the ACT.

* Ben Hartsock, tight end, Chillicothe
(Ohio) Unioto — Hartsock (64, 250, 4.8)
shone at OSUS summer camp, eaming a
scholarship offer. He
committed to the
Buckeyes over
Purdue, West
Virginia and
Indiann.  Judged
Ohio's  1Bth=best
fmpmt by TOFRN,
1o earned first-toam
Division IV All-Ohio
honors as a sendor.

In his career he
had 86 catches for
1,562 yards. As a Ben Hartsock
seaior, he caught 21
passes, rushed for 356 yards and nine touch-
downs, and also recorded 61 tackles and 19
sacks at defensive end. Hartsock, who benches
325 pounds, holds a 4.0 GPA and scored a 27
on the ACT.

¢ Jesse Kline, running back, Upper
Arlington, Ohio — Kline (6-2, 210, 4.5) com-
mitted to OSU in August, picking the
Buckeyes over
Notre Dame and
Michigan. Ha
rushed for 1,051
yards as a sopho-
more and bulled his
way to 2,315 rush-
ing yards with 33
touchdowns to eamn
All-Ohio honors as a
Junior.

Hamitring prob-
lems cost him 3-1/2
games of his senior
year, He still rushed
for 1,100 yards, scored 15 touchdowns and
returned in time to lead the Golden Bears to
the Division | state semifinals. Kline, a
SuperPrep All-American, was listed as Ohio's
No. 11 prospect by TOFRN. He benches 425
pounds, holds a 3.76 GPA and scored a 1230 oo
the SAT.

* Craig Krenzel, quarterback, Utica
(Mich.) Ford — Krenzel (6-4, 215, 4.85) com-
mitted to OSU April 8, picking the Buckeyes
over Michigan State, Boston College, Stanford
and Duke. He then was impressive at OSUs
summér camp. A SuperPrep All-Amaerican, he
was rated Michigan's sixth-best prospect by
The Detroit News.

As a senior, he completed 110 of 200 passes
for 1,760 yards and 20 touchdowns — includ-
ing a state-record seven in one game. He com-

Maurice Harris

Jesse Kline
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pleted 114 of 220
panses for 1,350
yards and 10 touch-
downs as a junior.
His brother, Brinn,
plays foothall for
Duke. He more than
qualified with a 3.7
GPA and a 30 on the

ACT.
* Maurice Loa,
wide receiver,

Cleveland South Craig Krenze
= Lea (5-10, 170,

4.43) committed to OSU at the Spring Game
last April, picking the Buckeyes over Indiana
and several other Big Ten schools. Rated the
ninth-best Ohie

proapect
TOFRN,
also n SuperPrep
All-American

He was mainly
used as an option
quarterback at
South, although he
showed good skills
a8 a receiver at
OSUs camp lnst
year. He had 500
passing yards and
760 rushing yards
as a sendor, and he also caught 18 passes for an
ndditional 426 yvards. He had over 2,200 all-
purpose yards as a junior, including 1,030
rushing yards, Lee has some academic work to
do: His GPA s in the 2.7 range, but his ACT
score ia well below the minimum of 17,

* Kelton Lindsay, running back,
Lebanon, Ohio — Lindsay (6-1, 195, 4.4) was
judged by TOFRN as Ohio's top senior
prospect. He s a consensua All-American,

Maurice Lee

judged as the
nation’s  seventh-
best tailback,
although some
think he could be a
star at  defensive
back. He became

OSUs first commit-
ment for 1999, pick-.
ing the Buckeyes
ovor Michigan,
Michigan State and
Notre Dame on Jan
27, 1998,

As a senior,
Lindaay rushed for 1,500 yards and seored 16
touchdowns, including the 41-yard game win-
nér in the final minute of the Division 11 state
title game. He rushed for 2,194 yards and 41
touchdowns as ‘a junior, earning: Division II
state offensive player of the year honors and
leading his team to a 12-1 mark and state
somifinal berth. He rushed for 1,462 yards as
a sophomore. He holds a 2.6 GPA and scored
an 18 on the ACT.

+ Scott McMullen, quarterback,
Granville, Ohlio — MeMullen (64, 195, 4.8)
committed to OSU in January, picking the

(L &

Kelton Lindsay

Buckeyos over
Michigan  State,
Pitt, WVU and

Florida State. Rated
Ohio's  22nd.best
proapect by
TOFRN, he earned
consensus All-
American honors.

As n senior,
McMullen complet-
ad 118 of 191 passes  [REEWE L .
62 reent] for -

2577 ],:\rdn with 24 Scott McMullen
touchdowns  and

just five interceptions. In three seasons, he
threw for 6,100 yards and 58 touchdowns and
lad his team to a 27-3 mark. He holds a 3.0
GPA and has scores of 20 on the ACT and 950
on the SAT.

* Richard MeNutt, defensive bacl,
Park Forest (11L.) Rich East — McNutt (6-0,
176, 4.4) did not play his senior year dus to an
ankle injury, but he waa still a unanimous
prep All-American and judged TNRA'S top free
safety prospect. He figures to play cornerback
at OSU, where he committed over UCLA,
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Northwestern, Michigan State and Floridn in
December.

This standout cornerback, receiver and kick
returner had nine interceptions as a junior to
go with the five he notched as a sophomare. He
split time between running back and reeeiver,
ecatching 25 sa and scoring a total of 13
touchdowns lu'.a junior year. McNutt benches
250 pounds and has long jumped as far as 23
feet in track. His 47-foot triple jump placed him
second at the state meet. He holds a 3.0 GPA
and scored a 19 on the ACT. For more on
MeNutt, see the profile on page 32.

* Pat O'Neill;, linebacker, Cuyahoga
Falls (Ohio) Walsh Jesuit — ONeill (64,
215, 4.7) committed to OSU on May 1, picking
the Buckeyes over Michigan State, Indiana
and Pitt. Tabbed as
Ohios No. 12
prospect by
TOFRN, O'Neill
earned Division III
state defensive play-
er of the year honors
a8 a senior.

He recorded 93
solo tackles, 22 tack-
loa-for-loases and six
quarterback sacks
a8 a senjor for a 13-
1 Walsh Jesuit team
that finished as the
state runner-up. He had 90 tackles and five
sacks as a junior, O'Neill's brothers, Kevin and
Joo, both played linebacker at Bowling Green.
He holds a 2.3 GPA but should qualify with a
19 on the ACT.

* Fred Pagne Jr, linebacker, Dublin
Coffman — Pagac (6-2, 230, 4.55) is the son of
former Buckeye tight end and eurrent OSU
defensive coordinator Fred Pagac. He chose
08U ever Florida,
Notre Dame, Penn
State, Michigan,
MSU and
Northwestern  at
last year's spring
game. This consen-
sus  All-American
was named Ohio's
third.-bost prospect
by TOFRN and the
nation's  aighth-
best  strong-side

linebacker by

Fred Pagac, Jr.
TNRA.

As a senior, he tallied 98 tackles with
eight sacks in leading Dublin Coffman to
an 8.2 record and the Ohio Capital
Conference divisional title. He had 110
tackles, six sacks and two interceptiona as
n junior. Pagae, who benches 350 pounds,
holdes a 3.7 GPA and scored a 980 on the

Pat O'Neill

FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF LIGHT

Buckeye Sports Bulletin is now fully
operational on the World Wide Web! We
invite you to check out our Web site at:

http://buckeyesports.com/
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* B.J. Sander, kicker/punter,
Cincinnati Roger Bacon — Sander (6-3,
106) eommitted to the Buckeyes last sum-
mor, picking OSU over Notre Dame and
Michigan. Judged Ohio's 23rd-best prospect
by TOFRN, Sander set a state record with
his 60-yard field goal in a game against
Kettering Alter last
fall,

Recruited as a
punter — where he
figuras to atart aa a

freshman -— he
could have the
opportunity to
place kick down
the road ns well,
This  left-footed
kicker averaged

40.0 yards per punt
as a senior and
averaged 43.6
yards per punt as a junior. He was 9 of 10
on field gonl attempts, including field goals
of 54, 51, 47, 47 and 43 yards as a junior. He
holds a 2.5 GPA and has scores of 22 an the
ACT and 1050 on the SAT.

* Nate Stend, fullback, Marion
(Ohio) Harding — Stead (6.0, 255, 4.8)
committed to OSU in January, picking the
Buckeyea over
Michigan  State,
Central  Florida
and Akron. An
early-senson knee
Injury had dropped
his stock, but he
rebounded to rush
for 471 yards and
nine touchdowns in
eight games. He
helped Harding
(10-2) roach the
Divislon | regional
finals.

Stead, who benches 350 pounds, figures
to provide depth as a blocking fullback. He
holds a 2.1 GPA and scored a 27 on the ACT
and an 1180 on the SAT.

+* Fred Sturrup, defensive lineman,
Plantation, Fla. — Sturrup (6-4, 270, 4.9)
committed to OSU in January, picking the
Buckeyes over Florida State and Miami
(Fla.). He sarmed SuperPrep All-American
honors and was judged as Florida's 26th-
best proapect. Sturrup haa already shed 10
of a planned 20 pounds so he can play the
end spot at OSU in the 260-pound range.

As a senior, he recorded 100 tackles, 25
tackles-for-loases and 15 sacks for an 11-1
playofl’ team. He had 103 tackles and nine
sacks as a junior for a 12-1 team that also

B.J. Sander

Nate Stead

wesBuckeyes as Jim

_
poooooOpooDOOODOOOODOO

advanced to the playoffs, He benches 405
pounds. He has some academic work to
complete, sporting a 2.3 GPA and a 16 on
the ACT. He was to retake the ACT Fob. 6.

+ Ziyier Walker, defensive back,
Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy —
Walker (6-1, 195, 4.5) graduated from
Paterson (N.J.) Catholic and originally com-
mitted to OSU over Rutgers, Mississippi
and Kentucky last spring. But academic
deficienciens sent him to Fork Union.

This hard-hitting safety prospect record-
ed 47 solo tackles and one interception and
rushed for 800 yards and one touchdown as
a high school senior at Paterson Catholic
He still has to obtain a passing test score in
order to qualify.

* Matt Wilhelm, linebacker, Elyria
(Ohio) Catholie — Wilhelm (6-5, 240, 4.6}
eommitted to OSU at the Spring Game lnst
year, picking the Buckeyes over the likes of
Michigan, Purdue,
Michigan State,
Pitt and Indiana.
Wilhelm is Ohio's
fourth-best
prospect, according
to TOFRN, and a

SuperPrep  All-
American He il
could play outside -4
linebacker or Qo
defensive end at (
08U

Wilhelm earned  Matt Wilhelm

first-team Division
IV All-Ohio honors after recording 100 tack-
les with 26 tackles-for-losses and 11 sacks
as a senjor. He rushed for 1,200 yards and
seared 20 touchdowns as a junior. He holds
a 2.9 GPA and scored a 19 on the ACT.

* Matt Zahn, offensive lineman, St
Henry, Ohio — Zahn (6-7, 360, 5.4) com-
mitted to Ohio State on May 11, picking the
Buckeyes aver
Notre Dame, Penn
State, Michigan
and Indiana. He
was rated 14th in
Ohis by TOFRN.
He comes from the
same program that
produced such

Lachey and Bobby
Hoying

He has good
footwork and agili-
ty for o man his
size and also plays basketball. He benches
350 pounds, holds a 2.6 GPA and scored an
18 on the ACT.

Matt Zahn
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