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PLEASE RUSH!!

March 27, 1999

Final Four!

OSU’s Dream Season
Continues In St.. Pete
After Regional Win

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Weiter

How do you like your sports drama?

Do you like zero-to-hero stories with
euphoric  endings like “Rudy” and
“Hoosiers™?

If so, the 1998-99 Ohio State men's bas-
ketball season, still going strong with a trip
to the Final Four, no doubt has captivated
you as well.

Do you like irony? Consider this: Ohio
State freahman Boban Savovic didn't know
what the NCAA Tournament was a few
weeks ago.

Just last year, Seoonie Penn was sitting
out as a transfer, Ken Johnson was being
introduced to the cold, harsh Big Ten,
Jason Singleton looked lost in OSU's new
system), Brian Brown was in high school,
Goorge Roeese was tucked away in o tiny
Mlinois junior college, and Michael Redd
wiis languishing as the only standout play-
eron an 8522 team

More ironic, OSU's unforeseen rise to
national prominence has coincided with a
dreadful year in Ann Arbor, another
mediocre one in Bloomington, and a see-
ond-round exit from the NCAA
Tournament by Cincinnati

Do you like a tense mystery? No one
seems to be able to figure out just how the
Buckeyes could be sitting on a 27-8 record
and a gulden ticket to St, Petersburg, Fla
Penn and head coach Jim O'Brien appear
to be the main culprits, but there are those
who think the surprise ending could
depend on Johnson or Singleton.

Do you like to be emotionally spent by a
good tearjerker a la “Field of Dreams™? You
would have loved the moments following
OSLI's upset victory over St. John's in the
regional final, where the net-cutting cere-
mony was overtaken by a watery-eved out-
pouring of love.

Do you instead like your drama straight
from a cup like o Ken Burns documentary?
Then you'd be interested to know the
Buckeyes are in the Final Four for the first
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time in 31 years and the ninth time in
school history. The Buckeves lost in the
finals of the first-ever NCAA Tournament
some 60 years ago and have claimed the
title just once in that span, that coming in
the magical season of 1959-60,

Of eourse, if the answer to any of these
questions is yes, then you have to adore the
improbable cast of characters who won the
NCAA's South region March 20 and
claimed a spot in the Final Four next to
superpowers Duke, Connecticut and
Michigan State. If you were already an
adamant fan of the Buckeyes, you probably
don’t even know what to do with yourself

But don't feel bad. The Buckeyes are
dealing with the newness of the whole
thing themselves

“It was really tough to suffer the way we
did last year, and 1 can't tell you what it
means to be where we are right now,” said
Redd, a 6-6 sophomore who already has
put his stamp on this tournament by scor-
ing 21.0 points por game. “I grew up watch-
ing these kind of games on TV and now I'm
part of them. It's tremendous

“I was just thinking about all the strug-

STEVE MELWAGEN

THE CAPTAINS — OSU basketball captains Neshaun Coleman
(left), Jason Singleton (center) and Scoonie Penn bask in the spot-
light of a Final Four berth after their team’s 77-74 win over St.
John's in the South Regional championship game.

gles we had last year, how the fans stayed
with us and all the crying we did after
games and just wondering when it would
ever get better, | followed (the Buckeyes)
when they had Jimmy Jackson and I've
seen them suffer for five or six years. They
used to be called the Suckeyes instead of
the Buckeyes. I've seen it all.”

Added O'Brien in a more raspy than
normal voice, “It's the Final Four. You
spend your entire career trying to get to

this place. There are players and coaches
who have been involved in hundreds of
games who never get the opportunity to get
to this, and here we are

“I'm just thankful to get this chance.”

After OSU held on 1o oust St. John's,
thousands of Buckeye fans who had made
the six-hour drive to Knoxville, Tenn.,
stayed in Thompson-Boling Arena to soak

Continued On Page 8
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So Many Memories From Knoxuville

Sometimes it is difficult to put into words
exactly how you foel, especially when you are
just a few feet away when history is being
mada.

But as Ohio State’s extremely improbable
run to the Final Four was being played out
right before the nation's eyes, a wave of emo-
tions and memories came over me.

As someone who has literally been forced to
watch and report an the decimation of the pro-
gram over the last six years, I can tell you I've
seen my share of despair. But this Final Four
trip will make up for every one of those nights
where the Buckeyes bumbled the ball off their
leg against teams like Drexel or South Florida
before 6,700 people at St. John Arena.

There were home losses to the likes of those
schools as well as Miami (Ohio), Ohio U, and,
Bowling Green, road losses where they never
figured, and enough players on the police blot.
ter to make the Dallas Cowbays blush.

The Buckeyes averaged 9-1/2 wins over the
last five years, They stand at 27-8 now, nearly
tripling that figure.

While this Ohio State team enjoyed an easy
ride to the Sweet 16 with wins over out-
matched Murray State and Detroit, the
Buckoyes took their game to a new level in
Knoxville.

There, OSU pulled out a tight one against
mAuhmnleamrmkndinuwmpnvul!lm

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
with
Steve Helwagen

congratulated several of the OSU players and
O'Brien. One reporter overheard O'Brien tell
Jarvis it was too bad either team had to lose.

Jarvis replied, “Don't worry about me. I'll be
around. You guys just go down there and do the
best you can.”

Jarvis is right about the being around part
= his team loses only center Tyrone Grant. He
did say, though, “I need to go out and recruit
some people to check Redd and Penn.”

* Seniors Coleman mumnfm Singleton

* The fan following for these Buckeyes was
absolutely phenomenal. OSU had at least
15,000 fans, maybe more, at both Indianapolis
and Knoxville.

With Tennesses on spring breal, the OSU
students and fans took over , o ity |
would liken to Zanesville on steroids.

In one bar, they reveled as the DJ played
“Hang On — also known now as “Hang
On Scoonie.” , as the DJ tried to “regain
muv]'ofﬂubumdahowthol!udm)umay
were still in Vols country by
Top,” the OSU mum!hldrwméﬂmm
by chanting “Let's Go Bucks! Let's Go B\.u:lu"

At Thompson-Boling Arena, the largest pop
for the reglonal came on Singl
slam off the behind-the-back pass from Brown
I'd say that play will make CBS' “One Shining
Moment” video.

Om a.ltul.oOrSUfmand BSB reader from

have to just be absol
After winning 10, 10 and -lghtnmuu- last
three years, they can match that total with a
win over UConn in the national semis.

I give these guys credit for surviving four
)muﬁurnl]u!'lhwhmk!luwlmﬂ:wl

* 5 of those — and I don't
mean this in a mean way — but it had to be
hard for guys like Shaun Stonercok, Damon
Stringer and Jermaine Tate to watch any of
Umtwm.m,wweu#{immmm

and then dominated St. John's for 38
before having to hold off a furious charge late in
the game to win the regional title,

This will ramble a little bit, but I'm going to
share some of what 1 saw, heard and felt as
Ohio State continued one of the most remark-
able tur ds in college basketball history.

* The postgame colebration was surreal
Ordinarily, lh.ue are things that happen on TV
to other schools. Bul no, these were your Ohio
State Buckeyes cavorting on the floor.

All I could think and mumble to myself was
“They are cutting down the freaking nets.”

Scoonie Penn was running around the court
dotng a victory lap. Michael stood silent-
ly on one side of the court and just stared at the
crowd, Jim O'Brien broke down and was doing
the Dirty Bird at center court with his team.

* At one point, OBrien tumed to Bill
Hosket, a link to OSU's last Final Four team in
1968, and said, “Are you kidding me or what?”

* You could just see the raw emotion as
Mike Bordner, an OSU trainer for 32 years, cut
his snippet of the net. Bords grabbed senior
Neshaun Coleman and hugged him. For those
two, it's been a long ride.

You also had to feel happy for Brice
Westfall, the equipment manager for the
Buckeyes since 1974

¢ [t didn take Penn long to leap into the
crowd and find his mother, Allegra.

“She is the most important person in my
1ife,” Penn said. “I'm happy she was able to be
here to experience this with me.”

Penn, OSU's driving force, showed the
world he is one of the nation's best with his play
both Auburm and St. John's,
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*» Equally big were Redd's contributions, It
was touching to see him and Penn share a
long embrace just moments after the final
buzzer,

“They are ane of if not the best combination
in the country,” O'Brien said.

* There was Kenny Johnson, a kid recruit-
ing analysts said would never start at Ohio
State, smiling from ear to ear after almost sin-
gle-handedly rejecting St. John's.

* As the final seconds of the game ticked
down, [ couldnt help but think back to the
regional final with Michigan in 1992 If Erick
Barkley had pulled the trigger on a three-point-
or and hit it, it would have been a long off-sea-
son for the Buckeyes. OSU nearly blew a nine-
point lead with 1:30 to play, but Barkley lost his
dribble in the final seconds, ending SJU%
hopes.

* 8JU coach Mike Jarvis just exudes class.
Questioned by CBS' Michelle Tafoya afterward,
Jarvis said Pean did not foul Barkley on the
turnover with seven seconds left. It would have
been much easier for him to say the light con-
tact caused the miscue.

Then, after meeting with the media, Jarvis

* My thoughts also drifted to the likes of
Charles “Program Killer" Macon, Greg
itp‘m Gerald Eaker and the rest of the out-

O!unSuuhuﬁmllymmabmmalltho

/s stately athletic
d.l.ncw G h(NMm head of the NCAA selec-
tion committee. The fan put his arm around
him and said, “Hey, C.M., thanks for putting us
in the South, brother.”

Newton actually smiled. Now, that was a
priceless moment.

* I could not help but think that next year
was supposed to be the year Ohan State would
make the Final Four

But Penn, Redd and their cohorts have
jumped the gun on that and decided to crash
the a yoar early.

ve me for daydreaming, but [ have to
believe that if a certain Big Ten school wins ita
conference next year, it would get the No. 1
mdtnuwMidedowldphylummx

g::d those players and others had
ly Ayers, their school and the community
with their behavior.

I hope, wherever they were, their TV recep-
tion was bad.
has e piloied ¢ o] but Miling the pro.

L pro-
gram. But those were at least seven of his
recruits, 1 g Redd, Singl and
Johnson, out there doing it. lbopnhulw!hu
signature wry smile working somewhere
watching that.

* That brings me, logically, to O'Brien. He
upa.mad the wheat from the chall, so to

, after arriving on campus in April 1997,
moves set the tone for thia am,

With Penn as his floor leader, O'Brien has
evierybody associated with the program read-
ing off the same page.

It was so touching to see him and the two
daughters he has raised since his wife's death
from Hodgkin's disease in 1991 hugging on the
Noor just seconds after the butzer.

After 22 long years in the business —
including a departure from his alma
mater — O and his crack staff will be

coaching on the game's largest stage.

As far as strategy goes, the move to start
Brian Brown has been a stroke of genius. That
allows Penn to drift over to the two, freeing him
to catch and hit big shots when needed.

* There was Andy Geiger, in his 35th year
of athletic administration, getting his first trip
to an NCAA men's Final Four — at least as a

L.

“Tve been to a lot of Final Fours, but I
a]wm\l'mdclndwhllll\muldbel.iknwb'a

part of it,” sald, fighting back tears,
It was, of course, his stellar hiring of
OBm, reeived by many as a “second tier

pe
guy.” that helped make it happen.
* There were cryptic notes on the OSU lock-
er room blackboard after both games in
Knoxville

ARer the Auburm , the note read,
“Coach of the Year, Jim OBrien, Cancel
Dinner.” The references were to Auburm's CLl
Ellis getting the coach of the year honor over
OBrien and to several OSU players overhear-
ing Aubum trying to make dinner reservations
for the Friday off day Boban Savovic was
believed to be the writer.

Two days later, the same blackboard had
these words, “One Shining Moment.* Nobody
knows who put that there

“1 walked in afler the game and saw ‘it,”
O'Brien said. "One of the kids must have writ-
ten it. It speaks for itsell”

] d games in Cleveland, i
mﬂﬂmnumitmdm-ﬂna]hu:m
Indianapolis.

Final Thoughts

* I've made it a habit during my five yoars
here to pick the Final Four winners

Without too much fanfare, | am taking Ohlo
State to upset UCann, Sure, the Huskies figure
to contral the boards, and Richard "Rip"
Hamilton is among the nation's beat.

But point guard Khalid El-Amin is overrat-
ed — 1 heard one OSU fan say, “Bring on
UConn. I want the little fat guy” — and I'm not
s0 sure Redd shouldn’t be considered a match
for Rip.

Moreover, paraphrasing Dan Aykroyd from
the Blues Bm{hnn “These Buckeyes are on a
mission from God."

In the other semifinal, I like Michigan State
to give Duke a real run. It would be neat to see
two Big Ten teams play for the championship.
But Duke simply has too much.

Give the Dookies the nod over MSU and
then OSU in the title game. | know O'Brien
cringes at the thought of “settling for any-
thing,” but at least 62 other teams would like to
say they had the chance to coronate Duke.

Then again, everybody keeps telling me,
“Hey, anything can happen now."

¢ | wonder if Nike will break out an Qhio
State-themed “Madness” commercial for the
Final Four. After all, that is their swoosh on
Penn's uniform pants.

Thay keep running the North Carolina and
Arizooa ones, and they haven't been playing for
several woeks.

* | would be remiss in writing this column
Lfldhlnotnmnﬂul}wmmmldmnmof
05U senlor . Paul
Krobs.

Krebs, headed to Bowling Green as the AD,
has been one of the athletic department’s key
administrators as Geiger's right-hand man
The football and basketball programs are
arguably as high as they've ever been, and the
department’s infrastructure and personnel are
among (ar will be among) the nation's best.

According

to A the Sct iad
Center would not have opened on time if Krebs
had not shepherded the project literally every
day over the final months, He alsa helped got
the Bill Davis baseball stadium built.

Congratulations to Krebs on his new job.
Ohio State, while it will certainly go on, will
miss him.
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O’Brien: Don’t Think Of Us As A Cinderella

Continued From Page 1
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and | dreamed that someday my school
would participate in one. | am happy about
that”
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Don’t Call Them Cinderella

Geiger is so enthused by the progress of
the progre that he is prepared to sign
O'Brien to o handsome contract extension
(see Ohio State Insider, page 4)

“This team just kept getting botter,”
Geiger said after the Buckeyes' victory over
St. Jol ‘It is important to understand
there s an element of rags-to-riches to this
story.

“But this is a good basketball team
This isn't fluky. You don't win 27 games by
nccident. Tonught they faced down one of
America’s best basketball teams. This was
just an awesome basketball game.”

By dumping top-seeded Auburn in SEC
country and npcnd..mg one of the tourna-
ment's hottest teams in St. John's, OSU
pulled off two eye-opening upsets in
Knoxville and will be surrounded by the
three remaining No. 1 seeds in St
Petershurg. That has caused reporters to
use the hackneyed Cinderella phrase when
referring to Ohio State, even thpugh the
Buckeyes are now 10-2 vs. ranked oppo-
nents

“I don't think of us as a Cinderella
team,” O'Brien said. *] think that term typ-
ically applies to a team that keeps advanc-
ing through the tournament in an unlikely
fashion.

"We've had a pretty good scason We did
get a four seed, and we've played relatively
well from beginning to end.”

As far as the Buckeyes are concerned,

CALL
FREE

TEARY QULLIAM

WELCOME HOME — OSU head coach Jim O'Brien uses a bullhorn to
address a crowd of about 1,000 people who greeted the Buckeyes after
their NCAA South region win over St. John's March 20. The fans wait-
ed until 1 a.m. to see the Buckeyes at the Schottenstein Center.

they proved the best team won the South
region.

“I think the great thing about this is we
earned every win,” Penn said. “There was
no luck involved. We went out and out-exe-
cuted all four teams and played winning
basketball

“We're a confident team right now,
We feel like we can take on any chal-
lenge right now.”

Redd, Penn Tear It Up

One thing is clear about OSU's success
— Penn and Redd are the driving forces.
The 5-10 Penn was named the most out-
standing player of the region after averag-
ing 17.5 points, 4.5 assists, 1.5 steals and
an J:\lu:mhmp 7.3 rebounds in the four
touwrney games. In joining Penn an the all-
region team, Redd shot 47.9 percent from
the field, committed just six total turnovers

THE #1 MANUFACTURED
HOME CENTER IN INDIANA

800-727-3778

LOCAL 966'8361

Open daily till 8 pm (Indiana time) * Closed Sunday ¢ www.tomraper.com
2250 Williamsburg Pike, Richmond, IN 47374 « 1-70 to Exit 149A — South 3 blocks, on the right
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and pulled down 6.0 rebounds a game to go
with his seoring.

And no statistic can measure what they
did at key times in the four wins

“They are one of if not the best combi-
nation in the country,” O'Brien said of his
guards. “They complement each other well,
and they are two of the best kids you would
ever want to coach.”

St. John's coach Mike Jarvis faced
OSU's Final Four opponent, UConn, three
times this season and believes Penn and
Redd match right up with the Huskies'
vaunted pair of Khalid El-Amin and
Richard Hamilton

“I don't know if we played a better back-
court this year,” Jarvis said of the OSU
duo. *1 don't think we have. I'm going to be
at the game to find out. We're all going to
be in for a treat next woek when we see the
backcourts play against one another”

As the Buckeyes continued to advance,
the media crush grew for Penn, especially
from Eastern-based reporters. It soon
became clear even to those who don't cover
the team on a regular basis that O'Brien
has an affinity for his junior point guard
just like everyone else

“You hesitate to use the word love, but |
do love this kid," O'Brien smd. “He's been a
very special player and person for all of
these coaches — we've known him since he
was a sophomore in high school. Obviously
there's a very good bond between us.”

But O'Br is quick to point out the
Buckeyes have two legitimate
Penn and Redd, the latter the
freshman in the country last season at 21.9
points per game

“I think it's good to feel like no one can
guard you," Redd said. “1 know I take that
attitude. Right now Scoonie and | are click-
ing and everyone is playing their roles.”

stirs 1n

COTINg

‘Other’ Buckeyes Fill In Cracks

Most national analysts seem to be sold
on Penn and Redd often discount
0SU's chances against UConn because of a
perceived vaoid inside

*I really don't understand that” Redd
said, "Those guys are playing great. Ken
has been blocking shots and setting a to
for us, and Jason really helps us in
aspects. People should know by now what
they mean to us.”

The 6-11 Johnson, in [act, swatted
seven shots in the win over the Red Storm,
one shy of the South region record held by
Wake Forest's Tim Duncan. He also added
12 pointa in the win on six impressive post.
up hoops in a performance that was huge.
With that cluteh outing, he joined Penn
and Redd on the all-region team

His seven rejections upped his season
total to 97, which tied the single-season
record set by Brad Sellers in 1986

Singleton, a 6.5 senior simply playing to
extend his college career, helped hold down
two of the most talented forwards in the
nation in Auburn's Chris Porter and St
John's swingman Ron Artes

Porter, the skywalking SEC player of
the year, tallied 15 points and 11 rebounds
but also committed five turnovers and
fouled out with the game on the line
Artest, a chiseled sophomore who many
believe has an NBA future, was held to
nine points — six below his average — and
also commutted five turnovers

When Singleton wasn't
them on one end, he was ing 9 of 11
field goals in the two games and helping
the offense run smoothly. He also had a
double-double in the first-round win over
Murray State.

frustrating

T

Marching Through The South

Even after the Buckeyes downed pow-
erful Auburn, they were underdogs in the
game with St. Johin's.

When asked if a loss to the Johnnies
would leave a bad taste in his mouth,
O'Brien replied, “There's nothing that can
happen that can change my feeling about
what we've done this year, 1 feel so good
about the kids that we have that you just
have to go ahead and let them play. I'm
expecting them to give another great
effort.”

The Buckeyes' beliel in each other
began in a promising preconference and
swelled with key wins in the Big Ten, espe-
cially at such places as Purdue, Indiana
and lowa. In fact, OSU found a building
block in o elose loss at Michigan State Jan
27.

“l remember leaving there upset
because | thought we had an opportunity,”
O'Brien said. "But our guys decided if we
can play this way here, why can't we win

8 » BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN March 27, 1999



elsowhere?
Since the lone meeting with MSU, OSU
has won 12 of 14 and the two losses — at

Penn State and to Illinois in the Big Ten
tournament in Chicago — were close
defeats with Penn bothered by a sore mus.
cle in his back

The semifinal loas to the Illind likely
dropped OSU to a four seed, but the
Buckeves took care of 13th-seeded Murray
State 7248 on March 11 and shut down
12th-seeded Detroit 75-44 on March 13
That helped OSU raise its level of play in
defeating the mighty Tigers and the red-
hot Red Storm

“When the season began, the concept of
us getting in the NCAA Tournament was a
big reach, we felt,” O'Brien said. "“Now t
said, ‘OK, you guys |

we're hare, we've

had a really good season, Let's just not set-
tlo for this. Let's try to keep going.'

Jut having said that, our team contin.
ues to amaze me and surprise me, and |
continue to be impressed by the way that

they have conducted themselves, Just
when | think that maybe there's nothung
left, they come up with another great
eflort

I fee] very fortunate that I've had the
opportunity to coach this group of kids
because | think it's a special group and I've
really enjoyed being with them all year”

Addressing Strengths, Weaknesses
The Buckeyes will continue to trek
south to St. Pete and will arrive with a
squad that has shown great quickness,
sparkling defense, consistency on oflense
and few careless stretches with the ball
So far the Buckeyes have committed 38
turnovers to 56 by their opponents, and
much of that has come through together-
ness and focus
fo've got a group of kids that are pret-

and we've been ab

ty well-grounded
celebrate the last couple of wins and yot

Originally Published: March 27, 1999
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put it behind us and move on to the next
game,” O'Brien said

But OSU has a few concerns in facing a
32-2 Connecticut team that was No. 1 for a
good chunk of the season and is on a high
of its own, having made the Final Four for
the first time in school history.

Foul trouble has dogged OSU at times,
especially in the narrow escape aguinst
Auburn when three players, including
Penn, had to play with four fouls for much
of the second half.

Also, when the Buckoyes draw fouls on
their opponents, they often fl to capital-
ize. They shot just over 60 percent from the
free-throw line during the regular season
and are at 60.9 for the tournament.

O'Brien has tried to address that short-
coming all year, even having the team
come in and shoot free throws in bunches
as early as T am

“When we do that, our percentages are
really high,” he said. “It makes me think
that it's not mechanical. We have a couple
of guys who are not real good shooters, but
I think for the most part it's between the
cars sometunes

“We've made some very big free throws
at the end of these games, but something
happens before we get to that point. Maybe
it's a lack of concentration, but it has per-
plexed me for the last couple of years and
it's something I continue to be very con-
cerned about.”

Rebounding could be yet another obsta-
cle. The Buckeyes brought only a slight
edge into the St John's game and then
were out-boarded 45.28 by the athletic
Johnnies.

But the deficiency that will dog O'Brien
all week is the fact he is 3-20 as a head
coanch against UConn. O'Brien beat the
hoopla to the punch in Knoxville by saying
he had lost 17 straight times against Jim
Calhoun only to have a reporter quickly
yell out, “Actually, Jim, it's 18,7

STIVE MELWAGEN

AND THEN THERE WERE FOUR — OSU forward dJason Singleton
holds up four fingers to illustrate that he, reserve center Shamar
Herron (right) and the rest of his team are headed to the NCAA's Final
Four. OSU clinched its berth with a regional win over St. John's.

He was reminded of that again during a
March 22 appearance on “The Fabulous
Sports Babe™ national radio program.

*It was an uncanny thing where all the
games would be close and then there would
be a funny bounce or a crazy shot or a
missed free throw at the end,” he said of
his misfortune against UConn, where,
ironically enough, he took his first college
job as an assistant coach. “We played as
well and as rnmiw'.:ll\‘-':'.' during that time

against them as wo did anyone in the Big
East”

But you have to wonder if any of that
even applies to this OSU team, which has
overcome a mountain of ;I\I\'!‘I‘klll\’ to reach
the Final Four

“You have to maxaimize your opportuni-
ties when you get in this kind of sstuation,”
O'Brien said. “We're not one of these pro
grams yot where we can count on doing
this on & regular basis "

MARCH MADNESS!!?
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OHIO STATE VS. MURRAY STATE ‘

Originally Published: March 27, 1999

Redd Helps Make Racers” NCAA Stay A Short One

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Stafl Writer

When the Ohio State men's basketball
team was unceremoniously dumped from
the Big Ten tournament by 11th-secded
lllinois, players spoke of the hard lesson
that was learned: Lose one and you're
done

Holding nothing back on defense and
making an adjustment to their starting
lineup for their NCAA first-round game,
the fourth-seeded Buckeyes played with
renewed intensity and upended 13th-seed-
ed Murray State, 72-58, in a South region
match-up at the RCA Dome in
Indianapolis March 11

“We have to be very happy to be able to
move on,” said OSU coach Jim OBrien
“The main objective of every one of these
games is to just move on. Defensively is
where we won this game.”

The Buckeyes, playing in the NCAA
Tournament for the first time in seven
years, earned few style points in grinding
out the win before a crowd of 27,959, They
simply dug in and harassed Murray State,
which finished its season at 27-6

The Ohio Valley Conference champion
Racers fell to 1-10 all-time in the NCAAs
and have woeful shooting to blame this
time. In fact, OSU (24-8) held Murray
State to a season-low point total and to
27,3 percent (18 of 66) shooting from the
field. That percentage is the fourth worst
in the history of the NCAA's South region,

Among the afflicted was forward Rod
Murray, who wias 0-for-9 from the field
The starting backeourt of Aubrey Recse
and Marlon Towns was a combined 9 of 24

Soon after felding questions [rom
reporters, O'Brien and his assistants
headed back out to courtside seats to
watch Detroit upset UCLA in the night.
eap, setting up OSU's March 13 tussle
with the 12th-seeded Titans

O'Brien would later admit his team

matched up better with
Detrait, especially alter

Ohio State 72, Murray State 58 PV oy

.

freshman Brian Brown

March 11, 1999
had proved himself RCA Deme; Indlanapolls, Ind.
worthy in his first start g L] ]
of the season. :um: qun;l: ag; n]\-f ’:i : p; l;
: 1R . 5 urray J d 1 3
.(-wm tl]u ,'“&"H'f Boabras 10 38 12 13 02 7
ment to siow down | 35 410 00 311 0 5 8
Reese and help point | neese 35 6151114 33 1 4 20
guard Scoonie Penn | Towns 23 30 00 26 03 8
distribute the ball, 'G“’-"l“’ 17 g:' 23 ;: 13 g
- i b, &y ¥ i . . 13
}:‘:':““ﬁ d';' Ih\': ih 26 |Cumningnam 17 29 13 320 03 8
tose fnidhed wi Page 9 03 00 22 11 O
points but committed | urdine 2 00 00 00 00 O

seven turnovers, many

%

of them while OSU was
building a first-half
load,

“It was an honor for
me,” Brown said. “Once
| heard 1 was starting, |

17 (Reese 7, Spence

2. Townis, Floyd),

wanted to make sure I g n b
didn't play any differ- | Ohlo Stats min ma ma ot & pl tp
nt or to do any- | Singeton 29 37 &6 210 0 4 10
o e ae W | 'ned 351020 712 35 4 3 27
[_.“ 3 ] johnson 32 26 46 18 0 2 &
. - ADEWRR Jon | penn 36 212 24 00 4 2 7
Sanderson, who gave | Brown 28 01 46 03 3 3 &
way to Brown in the | Reese 13 25 00 15 0 3 4
starting lineup, ended | Sevovic 21 23 00 03 02 o
Sanderson 6 33 01 14 03 @6

up being a spark off
the bench. His steal

Percentages: FG: .273, FT: .G80. 3-peint goals:
520, 250 (Murray O4. Reese 37, Towns 2.6,
Cunningnaem O-1, Page 0-2). Team rebounds: 4,
Blocked shots: 2 (Virgil, Cunningham). Tumovers:

Foyd, Gay, Cunningnam, Burding). Steals: 4 (Reese

f 2, Vgt 2. Murray, Towns,

and hoop opened up a
26-15 OSU advantage,
and after a pair
of free throws by
08U's Michael Redd,
Sanderson scored again
when he took a lob feed
from Brown and threw

314, .273 (Redd O-1,
rebounds: 4. Block:
Tumevers: 10 (Penn

Harrington, A: 27,958

Percentages: FG: 421, FT: 600. J-point goals:

Johnson, Reese, Sanderson). Steals: 8 (Redd 3.

Singieton 2, Brown, Sevovic, Sandarson).
Halftime: Onhio State 32, Murray State 21

Technical Fouls: None. Officlals: Candl, Hangy,

Penn 1.8, Savovic 2.2). Team
od shots: 5 (Johnson B8),
3, Drown 3, Singleton,

down a two-handed dunk.

Redd tallied the first hoop of the second
half and the Racers never got within nine
points the rest of the way, although they
made a fow mild runs to keep mattors
interesting.

“We felt like we were in control, but we
didn't want to feel like the game is over
because this is tournament time,” OSU

We’ve been serving
Columbus the best

italian food since 1945

Florentine

for lunch or dinner
9()7 West Broad * Phone 228.2262
3 minutes from Broad & High
Adjacent free parking

forward George Reese
said. "We weren't danc-
ing around in the lock-
er room or anything
We just wanted to sur-
vive,”

With Penn still
struggling to rogain his shooting form
since an injury in the final regular-season
game, Redd put together a monstrous
night with a game-high 27 points, five
rebounds, four assists, three steals and no
turnovers.

“T've been trying to play like this the
last couple of games,” said Redd, who
averaged 25.5 points per game in OSU's
two Big Ten tournament games. “Scoonie
has not been on, so 1 just had to step it up
to another level. Coach has said it is tour-
nament time and we all have to step it
up.”

72-58 win,

P
Penn looked to have his old quickness
back and claimed a muscle in his backside
was no longer sore, but his shooting
remained out of whack. He finished 2 of 12
from the field, including 1 of 8 on three-
pointers, and scored just seven points

“l1 felt pretty good physically,” Penn
said. “Everything was fine. 1 can't tell you
what the problem was. I just have to keep
shooting the ball,

*1 guess | was so hot the last seven or
vight games of the regular season and I
was scoring a lot of points, it must bo time
for a cold stretch. My confidence is still
there and sooner or later they are going to
goin.”

Forward Jason Singleton added 10
points and 10 rebounds for OSU. Center
Ken Johnson also came up big, scoring
eight points, grabbing five rebounds and
blocking five shots, his last one s rejection
he sent all the way out to midcourt with 30
seconds to play, Johnson had been fighting
foul trouble of late but managed 32 min.
utes and was an intimidating presence
throughout
“T just tried to stay positive, play hard

STEVE MELWAGEN

REDD IN REVERSE — OSU guard Michael
Redd goes up for a reverse layup in his team's
NCAA Tournament opening-round win over
Murray State. Redd scored 27 points in OSU's

and play smart,” Johnson said, “Coach
always says stay out of foul trouble and
stay on the floor. I wanted \o play aggres-
sive and still block shots.”

As OSU ran out the remaining time,
O'Brien stepped three feet onto the floor,
hugged Johnson and told him he appreci-
ated his efforts

“"Hes was basically saying that was a
terrific play,” Johnaon said of his last swat,
which he outran a Racer to corral himself
*That was one of the best plays I've made
all year and 1 should be proud of myself”

The Buckeyes actually trailed 10-7 at
the second mandatory time th 11:57
left in the first half. But they embarked on
a 23.5 run over the next 10 minutes to
take control of the game. Redd scored
eight of the points in the run, which was
capped by Sanderson's jam with 2:19 left
in the half.

“That run was big," Redd said, “We
knew we were 1n for a dogfight, so we just
turned up our defense.”

OSU led 32-21 at halftime and twice
built the lead to 17. A hook by Johnson
gave the Buckeyes a 38-21 lead with 18:562
left, and a pair of Singleton free throws
provided a 50-33 lead with 11:58 left

But Murray State stayed in the game
thanks to OSU's 21-0f-35 free-throw shoot-
ing and by controlling the boards (53-42)
and getting several second chances at the
hoop. Center Duane Virgil led everyone
with 11 caroms, but he fouled out with
2:14 to play.

‘orward Isaac Spencer, the Racers'
leading scorer and rebounder throughout
the season, left the game with a back
injury and finished with just seven points
and three rebounds in 19 minutes
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OHIO STATE VS. DETROIT

Originally Published: March 27, 1999

Detroit Victimized By A
Titanic Buckeye Assault

By JEFF RAPP
Buckeye Sporis Bulletin Staflf Writer

The Ohio State men's basketball team
entered its  second-round NCAA
Tournament game in Indianapolis hoping
simply to advance past upstart Detroit
and into the Sweet 16.

But every once in a while there are
those magical evenings when you get
even more than you ever hoped for.

In their 7544 dusting of the
Midwestern Collegiate Conference
champs March 13, the Buckeyes put on a
defensive clinic in the first half then
appeased the 17,000 or so OSU fans in an
RCA Dome crowd of 32,758 with a bench-
clearing offensive barrage.

That gave the Buckeyes (25-8) a jolt of
confidence as they headed off to ther
March 18 date with top-seeded Auburn in
the South Regional semifinals in
Knoxville, Tenn.

“This is definitely a bonus,” OSU point
guard Scoonie Penn said in the team's
euphoric locker room after dumping
Detroit. “We would have been happy to
win by one point. It was great (o see guys
like Shamar (Herron) playing against his
old buddies. That's what you love to see,
Everybody got a chance to play in the
NCAAs tonight, and now we get to move
on

Everybody except senior Neshaun
Coleman, who missed his second straight
tournament game because of strep throat
But the rest of the team picked him up.

Herron, whoe played in just his 10th
game thas season, helped punctuate the
win with a couple of late baskets, includ-
ing o dunk that had the OSU bench hop-
ping with delight. Fellow Detroit natives
Jason Singleton (seven points, five
rebounds) and Ken Johnson (eight points,
five blocks) also contributed to the cause.

Penn and Michael Redd tied for team
scoring honors with 15 peints apiece,
Goorge Roese led an inspired effort from
the corps of reserves with five points and
15 rebounds, and freshman Brian Brown
started for the second straight game, hit-
ting all three of his three-point attempts
and dishing out four assists

But the team effort offensively still
didn't match the mastery OSU displayed
on defense. The Buckeyes held the Titans
(25.6) scoreless for the first 949 of the
game in building a 12-0 lead and took a
25.12 advantage to the locker room at
halftime.

The dozen points easily is one of the
all-time lowest outputs in a half of an
NCAA tourney game in the shot-clock era
and tied for the lowest this year. OSU's

Ohio State 75, Detroit 44

Mareh 13, 1999
ACA Dome, Indlanapells, Ind.

g mr m
Detroit min ma ma ot a pl tp
Ferguaon 34 2142 00 03 0 3 6
Algaander 32 38 00 14 0 2 6
Craft i1 14 00 23 0 1 2
Phillips 33 410 00 00 3 3 9
Jackson 3 512 610 04 1 218
Belin 6 01 o1 O01 O 2 O
Whye 26 14 00 O4 1 2 13
Van Dyke 10 00 01 -2 1 0 0
Austin 1 04 00 00 0 0 O
Howard 1 00 00 00 O O O
1 1

Percantages: FG: 308, FT: .500. 3point goals:
0-25, .240 (Ferguson 2-10, Prilips 1-4, Jackson 2-

8, Belin CH Whye 1.3, Austin DI.I Team
shots: O
(Prilips 3, J'a:l\‘on 3, Newander 7). Steals: 5
(Alexanger 2, Belin 2, Jackson)
g r o
Ohlo State min ma ma ot apl tp
Singleton 28 33 12 3 13 7
Rega 26 7485 00 23 2 2 18
Johnson 28 24 44 03 01 B8
Penn 30 %15 22 012 2 4 15
Brown 30 34 00 13 42 09
JSavovie 24 27 00 14 2 2 @
Sangerson 13 18 36 45 02 6
Aeese 17 28 12 745 01 S
Herton 2 22 00 00 00 4
Smith 100 00 014 10 O
Steole 1 00 00 00 100

Percentages: FO: 443, FT: 685, J-peint goals:
1021, A76 (Redd 1-3, Penn 38, Brown 33,
Savowic 246, Sandarson 1-1). Team Rebounds: O,
Dlocked Shots: G (Johnson 5. Singleton)
Tumovers: 7 (Reod 2, Jonnson, Penn, Brown,
Savovic, Reese) Stsals: 4 (Singleton 2. Penn,
Reese).

Halftime: Ohio State 25, Detroit 12. Technlcal
Fouls: none OfMclals: Cahll, LOpes, Hamnglon

=
-

A: 32,758

Big Ten brethren, the Wisconsin Badgers,
scored just 12 first-half points in their 43-
32 loss to Southwest Missouri State a day
earlier,

The Titans' field goals in the first 20
minutes could be counted on one hand
Point guard Rashad Phillips ended the 0-
for-17 embarrassment with a runner at
the 10:11 mark, and Detroit actually tal-
lied twice in a row moments later when
Bacari Alexander scored inside and guard
Jermumne Jackson stole a Reese pass and
coasted for a layup that cut the OSU lead
to 13-6. It took Detroit about five minutes
to connect again, this time Phillips hitting
a three to bring the score to 21-9.

Datroit threatoned to end the half in
single digits until Daniel Whye hit a three
with four seconds left, a hoop that actual-
ly annoyed OSU coach Jim O'Brien at
halftime.

“My staff was on me a little bit because
I was upset we allowed them to get a
three right before the end of the half®
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fastbreak basket by Redd
and continued when OSU
hit three consecutive trey-
balls to up the advantage
to 40-18. Penn hit one from
the corner, Brown added
one from the exact same
spot and, after a timeout by
Detroit  coach  Perry
Watson, Brown canned
another from the side off a
feed by Redd.

Freshman Boban
Savovic also got in the act
by hitting a couple of
throes of his own,

“This has been a grad-
ual process with their
development,”  O'Brien
said, *but I think they have
been getting some good
shots throughout the
course of the year, and I
really think throughout
the last couple of weeks
Brian and Boban have got-
ten their second wind."

The contributions also
were mighty on the
boards as OSU enjoyed a
51-26 rebounding advan-
tage. Penn had a career-
high 12, all on the defen-
sive end, and Reese's 15
boards came in just 17

THE LITTLE BIG MAN — OSU guard
Scoonie Penn goes up for one of his career-
high 12 rebounds during the Buckeyes' 75-44
win over Detroit in an NCAA second-round.
game. Teammates Boban Savovic and Jason
Singleton (left) are also pictured.

O'Brien said. “We still held them to 12
points, but we could have been up 16 at
the break and they cut it to 13"

But O'Brien eventually would have no
worries. The Buckeyes pulled away by
shooting 58.8 percent — including 8 of 12
from three-point land — in a 50-point sec-
ond half. They also continued to confound
Detroit with a variety of defenses, forcing
the Titans into 30.8 percent shooting for
the night.

“They were definitely frustrated, and
you have to give the credit to our defense,”
Redd said. *1 don't think they got many
open looks tonight.”

But despite being shut down, the
Titans, who hit big shots down the stretch
in a first-round upset of UCLA, didn't
offer much credit Lo OSU.

“We got looks and good shots, but
we just didn't knock them down,” said
Jackson, the only Detroit player in double
figures with 18 points. “We wanted to
come back and play strong defense in the
second half, but it's hard to come back
against a great team like that.”

The- Titans pulled to 29-18 when
Desmond Ferguson nailed a three, but
that gnly triggered a crowd-pleasing 11-0
run by the Buckeyes that began with a

STEVE HELWAGEN

minutes.

“They're not as big as
most teams in the Big
Ten, so | didn't have to use
my quickness as much,”
Reese said. “I kind of have
to give credit to the bas-
ketball because it was
bouncing my way."

The final minutes of the game were a
smile-fest for the Buckeyes with the
entire roster playing a part O'Brien
and players pumped their handa in the
air and slapped high fives with fans
while leaving the court, and the hoopla
continued well after the game

*This game was not just about being
happy we won,” O'Brien said. “We
played very well and | think we were
terrific dafensively,

“l was just happy to see our kids as
happy as they are. The feeling in the
locker room after the game I won't soon
forget. This is a happy group of kids,
and all T kept telling them is they
deserve it because they have been con-
sistent guys from the beginning to right
now.

*There have been very few lows and
a couple of highs and we've been very
consistent, and that's a credit to our
kids because they have stayed focused
the entire season,”

Added Redd, "This is awesome, 1
really can't put it into words right now.
My voice is kind of hoarse from all the
yelling going on in the locker room. I've
never been this far in high school or
anything, so I'm overjoyed right now.”
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OHIO STATE VS. AUBURN

Big Finish Helps Bucks
Knock Off Auburn 72-64

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Dulletin Editor

Ohio State’s season of destiny came
down to the fnal three minutes of its
South Regional semifinal game against
top-seeded Auburn

And the Buckeyes, overcoming huge
odds, made all of the key plays down the
stretch to pull off a 72.64 win over the
Tigers before 23,898 March 18 in
Knoxville, Tenn

The Buckeyes (26-8) rallied from a six-
point deficit in the second half, overcoming
deep foul trouble and a marked rebound-
ing disadvantage, to send the fourth-
ranked Tigers down to just their fourth
defeat in 33 games

*I think the thing that keeps hitting me
right between the eyes 15 the way these
guys have constantly comae back to try and
anccomplish a little bit more,” smd OSU
coach Jim O'Brien after his team was the
first to knock off o No. 1 seed in this year's
tournament

“They are surprising me a little bit
Just when | ask myself if they are capable
of doing more, they surprise me and do
even more. Tonight they did it in difficult
clreumstances,”

Three OSU starters — Stoonie Penn,
Jason Singleton and Ken Johnson —
played most of the second half with four
fouls, But none fouled out

In fact, Penn returned to the game with
four fouls with 10:14 left and the Buckeyes
trailing 52-46.

“l wasn't going to lose the game with
my best player on the bench,” O'Brien
said. .

Penn, hobbled in recent games by an
iury suffered in OSU's regular-seas
finale, broke out of his alump. He hit 9 of
16 shots from the floor — including 4 of 7
on three-pointers — to post a game-high
26 points. Michael Redd added 22 points
and 10 rebounds for the Buckeyes

Penn returned to the game and served
notice the Buckeyes would be in it for the
long haul, burying a three from the top of
the key and then hitting a one-hand run-
nar as he fell out of bounds to trim the lead
to 52-51 with B:48 left

The game was tied at 61 after Auburn's
Scott Pohlman connected on a three-point-
er with 3:01 left. But the Buckeyes used
their defense to fuel an 11-3 run to close
the game and advance to the Elite Eight
for the first time in seven years and just

the second time since the tournament field
expanded to 64 teams in 1985

“This was one of those games where
whoever had the run at the end of the
game was going to win,” Penn said. "We
played good defense and hit our shots
when it counted

“It came down to a three-minute game
because it had basically been even the
whole time.”

0O5U's Brian Brown opened the run by
making one of two free throws to give OSU
n 62-61 lead with 2:41 left. After Pohlman
missed a three at the other end, Redd was
fouled by Aubum's Chris Porter while
rebounding his own miss,

The foul was costly as Porter, the SEC
player of the year, fouled out with a team-
high 15 points and 11 rebounds

Redd made both free throws for a 64-61
lead with 1:57 left. Auburn's Doe Robinson
then missed a three at the other end, and
Redd rebounded

Penn then stuck a baseline jumper to
push the lead to 66-61 with 1:10 left.

Auburn’s Bryant Smith attempted a
three-pointer, but Brown converged and
blocked the shot from behind. He started
out on the fastbreak, dishing behind the
back to Singleton, who finished the play —
and effectively the Tigers — with a two-
hand slam to make it 68-61 with 58.4 sec-
onds left

“Brian's man (Robinson) brought the
ball up and threw it to the man [ was
guarding,” Singleton said. “He tried a
three-point shot, but Brown switched over
and blocked the shot

“We had a two-on-one break, and he
threw it behind the back to me for the
dunk. That was probably the key turning
point in the game.”

Auburn coach CUfF Ellis, who edged
0SUs O'Brien for a number of national
coach of the year awards, then called a full
timeout to try to devise a strategy for the
final minute.

But Auburn’s Daymeon Fishback
missed a shot and Brown rebounded. He
was fouled and made one of two free
throws to make it 69-61 with 39.9 seconds
left. After another Auburn miss, Singleton
hit one of two free throws to make it 70-61
Robinson made a three with 6.5 seconds
left, but Penn closed the gcoring with two
froe throws with 5.5 seconds left

“We showed a lot of heart tonight,”
Redd said. "Nobody had us here, but we
came out and did it."
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Penn threw the ball
in the air at the final
buzzer

“It was just a sigh of
relief,” he said. “That
was just a hard-fought
game. This is the
biggest victory of my
whole life. It felt so
good to hear that
buzzer.”

The teams traded
the lead five times in
the first half, and nei-
ther team led by more
than five points. Penn
closed the half with a
three-pointer from the
top of the key with 17
seconds left to give the
Buckeyes a 31-26 lead.

“That shot put me
over the hump,” he
said

The Buckeyes held
their halftime lead
despite being whistled
for 10 fouls to Auburn's
two and being outre-
bounded 23-14 in the
first half

Things appeared to
go from bad to worse
for OSU when Penn
was whistled for a
reach-in  foul, his
fourth, with 0OSU
nursing a 44-41 lead
with 13:23 left

O'Brien went to a
two-three zone and
tried to stretch the
game as best he could
But the Tigers went on
an 11-2 run, keyed by
four points each from
Pohlman and Robinson,
to seize a 5246 lead
with 10:14 left

Out of options, O'Brien called a time-
out and sent Penn back into the game

“Scoonie is an intelligent player, and
he knew what he had to do,” O"Brien said.

Penn said the Buckeyesa were primed
to pull off the upset.

“We had been in this situation with a
tight game a number of times,” Penn
snid. “We looked at their statistics and
saw they had won 26 of their 29 games by
double digits, We knew if we could just
keep the game in single digits we would
have a chance down the stretch.

“We were able to execute at the end.”

Auburn had averaged 19 offensive
rebounds a game during the season. But
the Buckeyes were successful in keeping
the Tigers off the boards, allowing just
three offensive rebounds in the second
half and locking down the win in the first
game ever between the two schools.

“We went into the game knowing Ohio
State was o very good team,” Ellis said.
“Ohio State played excellent defense. Qur
guys put a lot of heart into this game, but
give Ohio State credit.

“They played hard, played well and
are well-coached.”

Added Porter, “We take pride in our
rebounding, but we just couldn't pull
them down tonight the way we did all
year."

Robinson added 14 points and Smith
had 10 for Auburn. Pohlman, a sharp-
shooter who scored 27 points in Auburn's
previous tournament win over Oklahoma
State, finished with just seven points on
2-0f-8 shooting

THE

CLINCHER ~—
Singleton puts the exclamation point on his
team'’s South Regional
Singleton's two-hand dunk, after a blocked shot
and behind-the-back pass by Brian Brown,
came with a minute left in OSU's 72-64 win,

STEVE MELWAGEN

OSU forward Jason

win over Auburn.

Ohio State 72, Auburn 64

March 18, 1989
Thompsen-Roling Arena: Knoxville, Tenn

g n "
Ohlo State min ot apl tp
Singleton n 12 1 4
Reod 36 310 2 2
Johnson ri] 2 0 4
Brown 33 20 48 16 4 0
Ponn 3¢ 616 44 03 4 & -]
Swvovie 12 13 0 o0 0 1 )
Reese 21 14 03 13 00 2
Sanderson g 02 04 22 01 O
Coleman 4 01 00 13 00 O
TOTALS 200 27162 1323 1437 116 12

Parcentages: FG: 435, FT: 522 J-peint goals:
617, 353 (Redd 1-3, Brown 14, Penn 47, Savovic
02, Coleman 01). Team rebounds: 6. Blocked
shots: 3 (johnaon, Brown, Penn), Tumovers: §
(Rega 2, Reese 2, Singleton. Johnson, Brown
Savovic, Sanderson), Steals: 7 (Penn 3, Singieton
Read, Brown, Reese)

g 1] b
Auburmn min m-a  mea ot apl tp
Porter 2 610 1.2 311 2 8 18
B.5mith 33 49 22 22 1110
N'glaye 34 13 12 3113 3
Pohiman 24 28 32 02 32 71
Robinson 33 513 223 00 6 3 14
Fishback 23 410 12 49 1 1 12
McGadney 6 13 00 01 0131 2
Hobrd P 03 12 01 0131 1
[= T T 2 00 00 00 00 O
Shap 3 00 00 00 00 O
A Smith i 00 00 00 00 O

TOTALS 200 29-50 10-15 1441 14 17 64

Petcontages: FG: 300, FT; 667, 3-point goals:
822, 364 (Porter 2.3, B.5mith 0-3, Poiman 1.5
Robinson 2.3, Fshback 36, HWoeard 0-2). Team
rebounds: 4. Dlocked shots: 3 (N'dlaye 1)
Turnovers: 18 (Porter S, N'oiaye 4, Rotinson 3
B.5mith 2, Pohiman 2, Fliahback, Crilligst), Steals
5 (B.Smith 2, N'diaye, McGaoney, Heard)

Halitime: Ohio State 31, Aubun 26. Technical
Fouls: Nona. Officlale: Migging, Dixon, Cartmell
A: 23.808
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Regional Champions

OSU Holds Off St. John's, Earns
First Final Four Berth In 31 Years

By JEFF RAPP

Buckeyw Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Much was made of the glaning lack of
Tournament experience the Ohio State
basketball team took into March
% With every game growing in impor-
inly the Buckeyes would wilt
the experts sad

I[m- ud, with the ultimate NCAA party —
the Final Four — on the line, the Buckeyes
looked like the more veteran and calm outfit
in taking command of St. John's in the South
Regional final in Knoxville, Tenn., March 20,

Then came the gut-wrenching final
minute and a half,

Allowing a late nine-point lead to dip all
the way to a single point, the fourth-seeded
Buckeyes hung on for an epic 77-74 win over
the third-secded Red Storm before an Ohlo
State-partisan crowd of 24,248 in Thompson.
Boling Arena

In the wild scene that followed, players,
coaches and their family members embraced
and danced on the court, many weeping open-
ly.

“Its hard to imagine we're going to this
thung,” OSU head coach Jim OBnen told
reporters on the court. “It's such a nice feeling,
but I don't know if it's going to sink in. I'm just
emotionally spent right now”™

I just his second year at the helm and ene
year after a dreadful 8-22 campaign, O'Brien
led the Buckeyes (27-8) to the Final Four for
the first time since 1968

The Buckeyes advanced to play first-time
semifinalist Connecticut in a March 27 game
with a scheduled tip-off of 5:42 p.m. Eastern
at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Fla. The
Huakies eamed the top seed in the West
region and slipped by surprising Gonzaga to
continue their postseason trek. The other
semifinal will pit two more top-seeded powers
as Duke takes on Michigan State at approxi-
mately 8 p.m.

St John's (28-9) played as well as any
team to miss out. The Johnnies dusted off
Samford, Indiana and Maryland to reach the
Elite Eight and nearly pulled off a comeback
aganinst Ohic e

Trailing 73-64 after an acrobatic Jason
Singleton layup off a Scoonie Penn pass with
247 to play, SJU mounted a last-ditch 10-2
charge

It began as Bootsy Thormton ended a fran-
tic exchange with a three-point play. The lefty
guard scored a rare goal over OSU center Ken
Johnson, drew a foul and sank the free throw
to trim the lead to 73-67

OSU still seemed to be in control even
after a Boban Savovic travel since the Red
Storm's Reggie Jessie returned the favor with
a walking violation with 1:20 to play. But
another OSU frosh, Brian Brown, turned the
ball over trying to drive down the lane, and
SJU took advantage when Ron Artest tallied
at the other end

“We were hanging on and I thought pl.nﬂd
very well until the last couple of minutes,
O'Brien said. "But we're playing young kids,
and this is to get to the Final Four. Th think
that's not guing to affect people is crazy.

“They had so many fouls to give and we
knew that they were going to play aggressive
and try to get away with all the bumps and all
the bangs and get some steal opportunities
All we just kept telling our guys is, They're
going to foul you. You need to be good with the
ball"™"

OSU managed o inbound the ball to
Penn, who opened the OSU lead back to six at
75-69 with two free throws with just 44.4 sec-
onds left. But the Buckeyes later missed two
consecutive front ends of one-and-ones at the

Madne
tance, cor
under the

$Hure
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OHIO STATE VS. ST. J

line and SJU countered with another strong
Artest scoring drive down the lane and a drive
by Chudney Gray that drew a foul on OSU's
Gueorge Reese with 12.2 seconds on the clock

With a chance to tie the score, Gray
mussed the first froe throw and made the sec-
and, but OSU wasn't home just yel. Penn split
his pair of free throws and St. John's point
guard Enick Barkley steamed up court with
SJU trailing just 76-74. As Penn hustled back
to catch up to him, Barkley lost the ball off his
knee and OSU's Michael Redd scooped it up,
raced down the sideline and drew a foul with
0.7 of a second o play.

St. John's fans screamed for a foul on
Penn, but Barkley and SJU coach Mike
Jarvis dispelled any possible controversy, say-
ing Barkley simply lost the ball off his knee
trying to make a play

“Barkley will want to blame himself, but I
won't let him,” Jarvis said. “This wasn't a bad
start to his career, making it thig far as a
freshman.”

Redd, who had missed at the line
moments earlier, hit the first for a three-point
lead and Barkley could only fling the missed
second shot the length of the floor in a des-
peration heave

It was wide, and the Buckeyes, last-place
finishers in the Big Ten o season ago, had
eamned the right to cut down the nets and
begin making plans for the Final Four,

“It means a lot to help get this program to
where it hasnt been in a long time,” said
Penn, who finished with 22 points, eight
rebounds, eight assists and was named the
most outstanding player of the South region
“I'm happy for the people of Ohio and at Ohio
State University for getting a chance to expe-
rence this along with us.”

Approximately 15,000 OSU fans headed
south for a chance to see history, and a major-
ity of them hung around long after the
Buckeyes provided it.

“It really helped us, but I wasa't too sur-
prised to see all of them,” said Redd, who
strongly supported Penn with 20 points, six
rebounds and five assists, "They followed us
to Indianapolis, and it was a great showing
again tonight.”

OBrien, who hugged his assistants and
even danced with his players after the win,
was just grateful the clock finally ran out with
OSU still on top.

“1 thought we were on E the last two min-
utes, but [ think that's a credit to St. John's,”
said the Big Ten coach of the year. “St. John's
refused to just go away quietly They really
turned up the heat, and I thought we got a Lit-
tle scattery

“We missed a few free throws, had some
turnovers, but St. John's is not one of the best
teams in the country for nothing.”

Jarvis took the loss in stride despite his
team’s near-comeback

“There just happened to be a couple of
players named I-k‘trrf and Penn that were
determined to keep the momentum on the
side of Ohio State,” he said, actually manag-
ing a smile. "Great players make big plays
when they have to. Il be secing those two
guys a lot in my sleep the next couple of
weeks,

“Il have to try to recruit a couple of guys
to stop them next year is all®

But Singleton and Johnson both provided
other scoring options with 13 and 12 points,
respectively. Johnson also added seven blocks,
two of them on the game's first possession,
and altered several more shots as St. John's
was held to 39.4 percent from the field

“1 wanted to go out there and be a pres-
ence,” said the 6-11 Johnson, who hit 6 of 9
field goal attempts against the smaller
Johnnies. “1 knew 1 had to step it up and be a

factor today. I have the
ability to do that. It was
just a matter of me get-
ting a lot of touches, | was
Just hungry today”

During the regular
season, OBrien often
referred to Johnson as a
“man” following a big
game. But with the Final
Four on the line, he said,
“Ken was that and more
I thought that they could-
nt guard him in spots
around the basket
because he's 5o much big-
ger and his defensive
ability in blocking shota
and altering a lot. he
came up big again.®

Added Jarvis, "Mr
Johnson was the differ-
ence. He set the tone of
the game o the first pos-
session. He is a great shot
blocker, and when you
have somebody like that,
you have to take the ball
at them, We didn't do
that

“He contributed 12
points on offense. They
don't win the game with-
out him.”

Artest was held to just
nine points, but fellow forward Lavor Postell
led all scorers with 24 points. He hit four
threes and helped St. John's to a 45.28 advan.
tage on the backboards with nine caroms,
Thomton finished with 18 points and Barkley
tallied 13 points, seven assists and just one
turnover, albeit a big one.

St. John's played from behind all night
thanks to an impressive 8-2 OSU start that
consisted of a breakaway Redd dunk off a
Penn feed and three- and four-point plays by
Penn, After Barkley canned a trey, O5Us
front line got involved as Johnson threw down
an alley-oop pass from Singleton.

“I think it was important to get out to not
so much a big lead, but just show that we were
going to be able to play with these guys and
have our kids feel very confident about our-
selves,” O'Brien said. “And the way the game
started out, we felt we were going to score
some ts against them.”

O5Uled 41-33 at halftime after Redd
splulhed a three-pointer from the top of the

with 0.5 of a second left. The sophomore
Il' y finished the half with three treys and 17

poin

OSU held leads as high as 13 points on
three different occasions in the second hall
before SJU's late rally

The Buckeyes managed to hit 29 of 53
shota (64.7 percent) despite the Red Storm's
much-publicized zone defense.

“1 felt we were going to be able to play
against their zone and that it would just come
down to making some shots,” O'Brien said.

But in the end, OSU's task was to handle
the ball and hang on for dear life.

Mission accomplished, the Buckeyes will
head to the Tawmpa/St. Pete area. Ironically for
Reese, South Florida, where he played as a
freshman, will serve as the NCAA host school

“I remember looking up at a sign my fresh-
man year that said, I'?‘lrlﬂ] Four ing in
1999 and | remember thinking, Man, if 1
coL:lLd only go there. Now I'm going there,” he
sai

OSU improved to 5-2 all-time against SJU,
avenging season-ending losses in the 1989
NIT and an NCAA regional semifinal loss in
1991.

STEVE MELWALEN

THE SKY HOOK — OSU center

Ken Johnson goes with his
patented sky hook over St. John's
forward Ron Artest. Johnson hit
6 of 9 shots for 12 points in the
win over the Red Storm.

Ohio State 77, St. John's 74

March 20, 1999
Thompsen-Bollng Arena; Knoxville, Tenn,
£ R

Ohlo State min ma ma ot apl tp
Singleton 21 67 414 02 2 4 1)
Redd 38 817 13 i€ S5 0 20
Johnson 3T 69 00 14 0 D 12
Brown . 28 01 04 01 24 O
Pann 38 113 &6 18 8 2 22
Reese 9 13 12 02 13 3
Savovic i8 12 45 03 31 7
Coleman 201 00 00 00 O
Sanderion 42 00 00 00 01 O
121 28 21

Percentages: FG: 547, FT: 067, 3-polnt goals:
7-14, .500 (Redd 34, Brown 0-1. Ponn 348, Savovic
1-2, Coleman O-1). Team rebounds; 2. Dlecked
shots: 9 (Johnson 7, Redd, Reese). Tumavers: 12
(Penn 3, Redd 2. Brown 2, Savovic 2. Singleton,
Johnson, Reese). Steals: § (Penn 2. Reese 2.
Singleton),

1[4 ] b

Bt John's min ma ma ol apl @
Artest 31 410 00 3% 2 4 9
Postell 38 519 448 39 2 2 24
Grant 9 14 12 37 13 3
Barkiay 37 418 4T 67 7 4 13
Thormton 37 712 34 33 1 1 18
Jossie 24 14 00 S 12 2
Gray 7 144 12 00 0 4 1]
Emanual ¢ 00 22 01 01 2
Richardson 1 060 00 00 00 O

A 1 14 4

Percentages: FG: 364, FT: 052. 3point goals:
T-18, 380 (Artest 1.5, Pnsml A—‘l‘ Barkdey 1.3
T 1-3). Team reb shots:
0. Tumevers: 13 (Artest 5, Thomton 3, Postell
Barkley, Jessie, Gray, Cmanuel), Steals: 7 (Artest
2, Thomton 2, Grant, Jessie, Emanuel)

Halftime: Ohio State 41, §t. John's 33
Technical Fouls: None. Officlals: Libbay, Monje,
Whitehead. A: 24,248

BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN March 27, 1999 « 15



Originally Published: March 27, 1999

Three No. 1s Make It Through Their Draws

By STEVE HELWAGEN
Buckeye Sports Bullotin Editor

When the pairings for the NCAA
Tournament were announced on March 7,
many observers hypothesized that as many
as three of the top seeds would make it to
the Final Four

It just seemed that the nation's top three
teatns — Duke, Michigan State and
Connecticut — had separated themselves
from the rest of the country by wrapping up
both the regular-season and tournament
titles in their respective conferences

And that is, in fact, what happened as
those three teams played true to their seed-
ing and advanced to the Final Four, slated
for March 27 and 29 at Tropicana Field in
St. Petersburg, Fla

But who would come out of the South
region and fill out the field for the Final
Four? Top-seeded Auburn was carrying
some baggage from an SEC tournament
loss to Kentucky, while the next two seeds,
Maryland and St John's, seemed to be
playing some of their best basketball at sea-
son’s end

Ohio State, seeded fourth, was an after-
thought. But after the Buckeyes upset
Auburn and St. John's to win the South
region title, OSU is headed for its first Final
Four in 31 seasons.

T don't know if we're the party crashers
or not,” OSU coach Jim O'Brien said of his
upstart Buckeyes (27.8)

Ohio State will face UConn (32-2) in the
first national semifinal March 27 at 5:42
p.m., while Duke (26-1) and Michigan State
(33-4) meet in the 8 p.m. nighteap. The win-
ners will come back two days later and play
for the national championship in a game
slated to start at 9:18 p.m.

Just minutes after his team’s win over
5t. John's, OBrien was asked about the
prospect of playing Connecticut, which
qualified for its first-ever Final Four after
20 previous NCAA appearances

The idea was not a pleasant one for
O'Brien, whose Boston College teams lost
the last 18 games they played with their
Big East rival Huskies before he left for
05U two years ago

“I have quite a history with Coach (Jim)

Calhoun and Connecticut,” OBrien said.
“I've lost 18 games in a row to Connecticut.
He has to be pretty happy to see us coming
there.

“Even though this is a different group,
he will be somewhat familiar with what we
do."

O'Brien knows
none of that histo-
ry will matter
when his team
takes the floor to
face  Calhoun's.
Rather, he is happy
that Calhoun final-
ly has the Final
Four monkey off
his back. Plus, he
holds a soft spot in
his  heart for
UConn, having
startod his colle-
giate coaching career there with a five-yoar
stint as an assistant under Dom Perno
beginning in 1977,

“Tm happy for Connecticut,” C'Brien
said, “T've tnm'm.ﬁm a long time and [

him, Plus, my first assistant coach-
ing job was at Connecticut.”
éonwumq;willlmnwg:‘wmd\eodwr
national semifinal: Duke has won 33
straight games, while MSU has taken its
last 22 in a row,

Here is a look at the three top seeds who

expected to end the year in St. Petersburg.

Jim ihun

Connecticut

The Huskies have won nine straight,
ineluding three in the Big East tournament
and four in the NCAA. That string includes
an 82-63 win over St. John's in the Big East
tourney final — at New York's Mad

averaged nearly 21

points and five
rebounds a game
Flashy but

bulky point guard
Khalid El-Amin, a
5-10 sophomore
generously listed at
205 pounds, is also

a g key. He averaged 14 points and 3.5
assists this year but mi all 12 of his
shots agains

t Gnnzain

“I didn't score a bucket from the field,
and we still won,” said El-Amin, whose two
free throws with 34.4 seconds left helped
seal the win. “That just shows the kind of
character we have.”

The Huskies won their first 19 games
this year and were ranked No. 1 for 10 con-
secutive woeeks after Duke suffered an early
season loss.

But things nearly turned disastrous in
late January when Hamilton suffered a
deep thigh bruise and integral center Jake
Voskuhl, a 6-11 junior, was dia, with
a stress fracture in his foot. Without that
pair, the Huskies dropped a 59-42 decision
at Syracuse Feb. 1.

But Calhoun regrouped the team and
they gutted out a 70-59 win at top-five-
ranked Stanford five days later. Only a 73-
71 loss to Miami (Fla.), where the Huskies
blew a double-digit first-half lead, has
marred the team’s 13-1 finish,

Voskuhl (6.0 points, 8.8 rebounds) and 6-
7 power forward Kevin Freeman (124
points, 7.1 rebounds) round out the front-
court. Freeman could be a load for an OSU
team that was outrebounded by both
Auburn and St John's. He had 13 points
and 15 rel ds — 10 on the offensive end

Square Garden, no less — and the West
Regional final, a 67-62 win over Gonzaga

“I'm not sure we had to work any hard-
er for a victory all year,” Calhoun said after
the Huskies disposed of the pesky, 10th-
seoded Bulldogs.

Calhoun had led three of his previous
teams as far as the regional finals, but he
finally gained redemption by making this
year's Final Four,

Small forward Richard Hamilton, a 6-6
junior All-American, leads the Huskies. He

=S = 8

(—
STOP 1IN FOR HOMEMADE DINNERS

Homemade
% Noodles A
+ Meatloaf Fi
4 Pies
*+ & More!

Sclection of Beer & Wine

We have been feeding OSU
since 1985 and they still
comnt Llak

294-1105

6 /é/(’ /1‘5J )ﬁ:-ﬁ’(aw‘mrf

1105 West First Ave.

Friday 4-8 p.m.
II-You-Can-Eat
sh Dinner only

$6.95

Hours:

M-F — 6 am.-2 p.m.
4-8 p.m. Dinner

Sat. — 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sun. — 9 am.-1 p.m.

— nygainst Gonzaga,

Ricky Moore, n 6-2 senior, starts at
shooting guard, averaging 6.9 points per
game, Sophomore Albert Mouring, a 6.3
guard, provides eight points a game off the
bench.

The Huskies have built their year on
uptempo basketball, forcing turnovers and
converting them in open-court situations.
They have routinely put together quick
runs to put games away.

Pressuring El-Amin and taking care of
the basketball may be the only way to beat
these Huskies, who have been on a mission
to validate their coach.

“I wanted him to go to the Hall of Fame
the right way," El-Amin said of Calhoun,
who is 302:120 in just 13 years in Storrs.
“Not as the best coach never to get to the
Final Four, but as one of the best coaches in
i oy

Ohio State and Connecticut have met
four times, with OSU winning non-confer-
ence games in the 1983-84 seasons, UConn
stopping OSU 72-62 in the 1988 NIT cham-
pionship game, and the Buckeyes prevail-
ing 7855 in an NCAA second-round game
in 1992, Before a second-half explosion,
05U held a narrow 31-30 halftime lead
over the Huskies, who featured Donyell
Marshall.

Duke

USA Today's Danny Sheridan has
installed Duke as a 1-10 favorite to win the
NCAA title, and it's hard not to see why.

Coach Mike Krzyzewski's Blue Devils
are riding high, winning their three ACC
tourney and four NCAA games by a com-
bined average of 29.3 points, Only regional
semifinal foe Southwest Missouri State, a
78.61 loser, has played Duke within 20
points since early February.

National player of the year Elton Brand,
a 6-8 sophomore forward, responded nicely
to his benching for two games early in the

season. He averaged team highs in points
(17.7) and rebounds (9.9) this season

The rest of the starting lineup would
also be considered for all-star status,
including point guard William Avery (14.6
points, 40 percent three-point shooter),
shooting guard Trajan Langdon (174
paints, 43 percent on threes), small forward
Chris Carawell (9.7 points, 5.0 rebounds),
and center Shane Battier (9.2 points, 4.8
rebounds),

Freshman Corey Maggette, a 6-6 for-
ward, comes off the bench as the star-in-
waiting. He averages 107 points and four
rebounds per game. Sophomore Chris
Burgess, a 6-10 center, also provides help
off the bench.

Duke's enly blemish was a 77-75 loss to
Cincinnati in the Great Alaskan Shootout
back on Nov. 28, a time when Coach K felt
his team was sleepwalking despite its No. 1
ranking.

The Blue Devils' main ACC foes had no
luck. North Carolina played Duke to first-
half stalemates twice only to get blown
away in the second half Maryland, the
league's No. 2 team, lost to Duke twice by
18-point margins.

And, in the rarest of occurrences, the
Blue Devils have done well in nail-biters,
winning tight ones at St. John's and
Georgia Tech. Duke already has a 73-67
win over Michigan State at the Great Eight
to ita credit.

The Blue Devils cruised to an 85-64
East region final win, shooting 60 percent
from the floor against Temple's usually
utm’g:m‘drup zone.

is Duke's 12th Final Four appear-
ance, including eight under Krzyzewakd
Duke wan titles in 1991 and 92 and has
been the runner-up five times

1 it happens in the finals, this would be
the fifth meeting between OSU and Duke
The series is tied 2-2, although OSU won
the last meeting — a 90-84 overtime win
over the top-ranked Blue Devils on Dec. 29,
1978, at the ECAC Holiday Tournament

Michigan State

Ohio State is well-acquainted with
Michigan State, losing to the Spartans in
their only meeting 76-71 on Jan. 27 in East

ing.

Point guard Mateen Cleaves, who
shared Big Ten player of the year honors
with OSU's Scoonde Penin, scored 10 of his
16 points in the final 2:09 to help lift the
Spartans to the victory

Cleaves, a 6-2 junior, averaged 12 points
and 7.2 assists this year, MSU coach Tom
Izzo uses junior Morris Peterson, a 6-6 for-
ward, as his sixth man, but he leads the
team in scoring at 14.6 points per game.

Forward Jason Klem, a 6-7 senior, is
next at 10.7 points per game. Shooting

ard Charlie Bell (6.4), center Andre

utson (8.3) and power forward Antonio
Smith (6.4 points, 7.8 rebounds) round out
the lineup.

Besides Duke, MSU also ventured to
UConn for a non-conference in.mn, an 82-68
loss. Wisconsin, playing at home, was the
only Big Ten team to beat MSU in 19
games, including the conference tourna-
ment. MSU, behind 19 points and 10
rebounds from Peterson, gutted out a 73-66
Midwest Regional final win over defending
NCAA champion Kentucky.

Michigan State returns to the Final
Four after a 20-year absence, dating to the
1979 title team led by Magic Johnson and
Greg Kelser. This is MSU's third Final Four
Appesrance.

If OSU and MSU meet in the final, it
would be the schools' 94th meeting with
MSU holding a 50-43 advantage, including
the last 10 dating to 1992.
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By JEFF RAPP
Huckeys Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

conche:

As Ohio State players
Lrainers ANAgers administrators
celebrated the Buckeyes’ clinching of a
Final Four berth, the pre-eminent link

Final Four show-

.n..vll
s captain and MVP

and

to the prog
ing was beaming
Bill Hosket, OS1

in 1968, was in Knoxville’s Thompason-
Boling Arena soaking in the euphoria
and hearkening back, just a bit, to

OSU's tournament run of go.

“I'm sure every year it t s o big-
ger ovent, so it obviously means more
today than it did then,” said Hosket,

who led the Buckeyes in scoring (20.1)
and rebounding (11.4) in 1968, guiding

thl Buckeyes to a mark of 21-8. “But it

a great, great memory for all of ua

'-s}:n were part of it

‘About the only similarities | see is
we both had great chemistry on our
team, we both exceeded some expecta-
tions, and obviously we were both

extremely well-coached, Fred Taylor did
a great job with us, and Jim O'Brien, as
far as I'm concerned, should be every-

one’s coach of the year this year.”

In '68 Hosket lined up with a start-
lineup that also included front-lin-
Steve Howell and Dave Sorenson

and guards Denny Meadors and Jody

Finney. The Buckeyes won their first

before losing two of three in a

Hawaii tournament but pulled it back

together in time to post a 10-4 mark in

Big Ten play

31 ye

ng
ors

five

That tied for the title and forced an
inpreceder 1 Big Ten playoll e,
which OSl 1, 85-81 over lowa. Next
vas the Big Dance

OSU was one of nine teams with a

» Custom built hot tubs
« Swimming pools

* Repair

» Parts

= Covers
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Buckeyes To End 31-Year

Absence From Final Four

first-round bye in the oddly formatted
field of 23 NCAA participants and need-
-d just two wins to make the Final Four.

"he first one came with a 79-72 defeat
of East Tennessee State. Then the
Buckeyes claimed the Mideast Regional
in grand style by tripping the Kentucky
Wildcats on their home floor, 82-81.

The Buckeves advanced to Los
Angeles and lost 80.-66 to North
Carolina, which fell in the title game to
Lew Alcindor and mighty UCLA. OSU,
however, ended the season on a high
note by dumping an Elvin Hayes-led
Houston team in the consolation game

To Hosket, it was the ultimate way to
end his sensational carcer, even if the
tournament wasn't the hyped entertain-
ment vehicle it is these days

“It's much more publicized now and
more people know about March
Madness,” he said. “Back then, the bas-
ketball world knew how important it
was, but | don't know if the general pub-
lic recognized what a big event it was.
These guys have just given themselves
a lot of great memories for life, and it's
not over yot.”

0SU's wild ride has meant a lot to
Hosket, a successful Columbus busi-
nessman as well as a longtime OSU and
Big Ten color analyst

“These kids have just done a great
job all year," he said. "It's been said
many times we all would have been
happy with a winning year and a break-
and now

even season in the Big Ten,
the blown the roof off all expectas
tions.”

Hosket has faith that O'Brien and
ff will keep things in perspective for
but his advice is still to
+ a levelheaded approach
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COURTELY: OSU SPORTS INFORMATION

THE COACH — Fred Taylor led Ohio
State to four of its eight previous Final
Four appearances, guiding the
Buckeyes to the school's lone national
championship in 1960.

week,” he quipped. “There’s
going to be a lot going on, but |

would just tell them to keep
their heads screwed on right,
keep on playing ball and see
what happens.”

Including the '68 appear-
ance, the Buckeyes have
played in eight Final Fours
This year's team stretches the
number to nine and will try to
make the championship game
for the fifth time

OS5U lost in the final of the
very first NCAA Tournament
in 1939, came in third in '46
and finished in fourth pluce in
both 1944 and '45

OSU then suffered a Final
Four drought until 1960, when
Taylor's renowned group of
Jerry Lucas, John Havlicek,
Mel Nowell and company blew
through the tournament and
claimed the program’s only
national championship after a
75-55 win over California. The
core of that team helped OSU
advance all the way to the title
game the next two seasons as
well only to lose to Cincinnati
both times

No OSU team has ever won
more than four games in an
NCAA tourney run, meaning
the current Buckeyes can make
a bit of history even without
winning the title
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Tournament Has Been All About ‘Representing’

Attending NCAA Tournament games
and being able to soak up March
Madness firsthand is a memorable
experience, but to witness events that
encapsulate the whole thing, now that's
truly special,

So there 1 was in the euphoric Ohio
State locker room after the men's bas-
ketball
advance to the Sweet 16. Smiles were
all around. Coach Jim O'Brien was try-
ing to explain the program's resurgence
to befuddled reporters from around the
eountry

Neshaun Coleman was sitting alone,
thanking the gods he still had the
opportunity to play in his first NCAA
tourney game, since he missed the first
two because of strep throat.

Scoonie Penn and Michael Redd
were heaping praise on their team-
mates; their teammates in return were
talking about the luxury of having stars
like Penn and Redd.

I'm noticing all this as I have my
recorder raised to the lips of 6-5 forward
Jason Singleton, who is talking about
facing the end of his career if the Bucks
are ousted.

Then it happened. Detroit senior for-
ward Bacari Alexander — who did just
have his career end — came into the
locker room to wish the Buckeyes suc-
cess in the next round. He embraced
Singleton, a Detroit native, and said one
word, repeating it — "Represent.”

It was an obvious class move by
Alexander, who was banging into
Singleton like a bumper car just a hall-
hour earlier, so0 much so that some of
Singleton’s responses were a bit short of
breath.

Then it hit me — this is what the
NCAA Tournament is all about. It's
competition and passion and fun and
excitement all rolled into one. And it's
the kind of experience that suddenly
and unequivocally makes up for all the
long practices, bouncy bus rides, bench
presses and sit-ups.

It's also about survival and moving
on, and that's exactly what the
Buckeyes did in their two games in
Indianapolis and, amazingly, did again
in K.nnm‘:vil]o, defying the odds with

gly every p 1.

In fact, the Buckeyes decided to “rep-
resent” so well and play so hard that
they wound up cutting down the nets
and earning a magic carpet ride to St.
Petersburg.

I've witnessed a lot of things on this
beat and covering Ohio State athletics
throughout the decade, but [ can guar-
antee you the only thing that comes
close to this is the football team's come-
from-behind win in the Rose Bowl a cou-
ple of years ago.

I felt the Buckeyes were going to be a
“tough out” going inte the tournament
and they proved me right all the way
through — and they may not be done.
But no matter what happens here, the

Buckeyes will always have the fulfill. *

ment of March 20, 1999, the day a col-
lection of downtrodden hoopsters rose
up and grabbed the brass ring in front
of a stunned national television audi-
ence.

It was at that moment — I'm talking
seconds after the final buzzer — that I
got to witness maybe the best part of
March Madness — unbridled emotion.

Tears were flowing more than cham-

team dumped Detroit to*

RAPP AROUND
Jeff Rapp

pagne ever did in the Yankees club-
house, Ken Johnson sobbed like a baby.
Penn ran around like he was taking a
marathon victory lap, locked in embrace
with Redd, did the same with his par-
ents in the stands and then had to sit
down and withdraw by putting a towel
over his head for a full three minutes.

Mike Bordner, OSU's 32-year train-
er, sonked in the celebration from his
usunl seat on the bench but absolutely
broke down like n father greeting his
son from the war when Coleman came
over to offer his heartfelt thanks and a
hug. The usually stoic Bordner has seen
it all in his tenure, even OSU% last
Final Four, but he never saw a more
monumental moment on a basketball
court in his life and could not contain
himself.

There was hugging, screaming,
laughing, dancing. There was pure,
unadulterated joy.

There's no telling what this astound-
ing but true odyssey can do for the pro-
gram's immediate future, but, as
O'Brien pointed out, it's a good bet the
players will work their hind ends off
just to do it again next year.

1 wouldn't mind doing it again
myself.

Other Sights, Sounds

Here are a few things 1 felt were
noteworthy from OSU's memorable
NCAA run.

* As engrossing as the games were,

conch Jim Boeheim weren't the only big-
name participants in Indianapolis. Oh,
no,

Murray State, OSU's first-round
opponent, brought a guy in off the bench
named Marvin Gay. You can imagine
the reaction when he was announced to
the crowd, But not to be outdone,
Detroit featured a pseudo-singing star
of its own in Jermaine Jackson. The
Titans also have a roster graced with a
guy named Michael Jordan.

* Of course, his real Airness was
nowhere to be found, but there were
NBA stars in attendance in
Indianapolis just the same. In fact, the
exchanges between Indiana Pacers
teammates Reggie Miller and Jalen
Rose during the UCLA-Detroit game
were priceless,

Sitting on the south side at midcourt,
Miller rooted on UCLA, his alma mater.
Rose sat among the rowdy Titans fans
on the north end and directly behind
the wife of Detroit coach Perry Watson,
his coach in high school and a former
Michigan assistant.

Despite their distance and all the
noise, Miller and Rose maintained o
competitive dialogue throughout the
game, .

Much more quiet but also recogniz-
able was Charles Barkley, who was in
an aisle seat at Thompson-Boling to
watch and root on Auburn, his alma
mater, Barkley never left his seat dur-
ing the two-game session, but he made
a quick exit when the Buckeyes secured
the victory over his Tigers.

* The fans provided some memo-
rable moments, like when the OSU
faithful exploded as the Buckeyes

popped up to get dressed for the Detroit
nighteap game.

Apparently OSU's Boban Savovic has
a few groupies, too, as evidenced by the
many banners proclaiming his excel-
lence. One particular enthusiast, wearing
a “Boban Wannabe" T-shirt and covered
with face paint, got a handshake from his
hero after the Detroit win and in his glee
leaned over and bear-hugged the startled
freshman, leaving his neck and shoulders
covered with gunk.

But the fans were terrific. They
enjoyed every second of the postgame
happiness in the win over the Titans,
and the place rocked during timeouts
In fact, prominent board of trustees
members Alex Shumate and Ted
Celeste shamelessly bounced and
screamed to “Hang On Sloopy” at one
point

They also showed up in surprising
droves in Knoxville, and the players
took notice.

“This is incredible,” Jon Sanderson
said from the court while looking
around at the maas of Buckeye backers,
“This is s many people as we ever had
in St. John (Arena).”

Fans were vocal throughout the win
over St. John's, breaking into the O-H-
-0 chant during several timeouts and
rencting to every possession

But the best cheer came while OSU
was enjoying a 120 lead over Detroit
nearly 10 minutes into the game in
Indianapolis. An OSU fan began clap-
ping in rhythm (clap, clap, clap-clap-
clap) and blurted, “You've got ze-ro.”

What Ohio State has got right now
can't even be counted,

From The Pages Of BSB

both the RCA Dome in Indianapolis and
the Thompson-Boling Arena left no
doubt in my mind that OSU's Jerome
Schottenstein Center would be an even
better venue for tournament games,

In Indy especially, the rims were
tight, the background was deep and the
atmosphere was a  bit  sterile,
Tennessee's arena, naturally, had a bet-
ter college feel, but the concourse was
ridiculously cramped at halftime of
games.

The NCAA even insists on rolling out
its own new basketballs, which were not
broken in and felt slick to the players.

“Sometimes [ think we forget this
whole thing is about the players,” said
O'Brien, who noted that OSU usually
breaks in its game balls before using
them.

* At times, the excitement appeared
to be n bit too much for the players, who
clanged open jumpers and free throws
and were guilty of lots of reach-ing and
over-the-back fouls.

The players on the bench weren't
immune, either, As the tension built in
the Auburn-Oklahoma State game,
burly senior Tiger forward Adrian
Chilliest — yes, that's his real name —
popped up off the bench after a timeout
was called and whatked freshman
teammate Mack MecGadney square in
the jaw and lower lip with the back of
his hand. MeGadney, who didn't return
to the floor, iced his mouth the rest of
the game.

* Penn, Redd, Auburn’s Chris Porter,
UCLA's Baron Davis and Syracuse

TEN YEARS AGO — 1989

0SU football coach John Cooper told
BSB that he planned to take a more
hardened approach with his team come
spring proctice,

“I'm tired of being a nice guy,” he
sald, “Last year we took the attitude that
we were going to work with everybody
and give everybody an equal chance.
Those days are over,

“We're not going to work with five
quarterbacks like we did last year,”
Cooper said, *If you work with five, none
of them are any good."

05U men's basketball coach Gary
Williams also was in a chippy mood as
reports kept surfacing listing him as a
coandidate for openings ot Arizona State
and Maryland. Williams denied any con-
tact with ASU, which eventually hired Bill
Frieder from Michigan, and shot down
the Maryland talk as well,

"I'd like to know who makes the
phone calls that get these things start-
ed,” he said. “It seems like people want
to cover rumors more than games.”

The men's season ended with an 83
B0 loss to St. John's in the NIT. The
women, meanwhile, bowed out in the
second round of the NCAAs with an 89-
B3 loss to Long Beach State,

FIVE YEARS AGO — 1994

BSB reported that basketball player
Nate Wilbourne had decided 1o transfer
from OSU and fellow sophomore Charles
Macon was placed on a one-year suspen-
sion by coach Randy Ayers after being
picked up by palice in his home state of
Indiana. Macon was charged with felony
theft for not paying for gasoline at a ser-
vice station as well as drunken driving

and speeding. He was not charged with
drug possession, although less than 30
grams of marjuana were found in his car.

“It's best thot he steps back from
basketball right now,” Ayers said,

+ The Buckeyes signed just one player
— 6-3 guard Robert Shelton of Virginia
— and were hoping to add another in
the April signing period. OSU was still
working on McDonald's AllkAmerican
Jerod Ward, but Columbus Eastmoor's
Carios Davis told BSB, “I'm not looking
at Ohio State. | feel like they didn't
make a strong effort to recruit me.”
ONE YEAR AGO - 1998

0OSU hockey coach John Markell was
named the CCHA coach of the year after
leading the Buckeyes to a 24-11-2 regu-
lar season, .

“It's a great compliment to our entire
staff,” he said. “It's not an individual
award, and I'm not accepting it any other

Morkell, who was presented the
award March 19 in Detroit, was already
having a good week, His Buckeyes swept
past Lake Superior in the CCHA quarter-
finals and dumped Michigan in Joe Louis
Arena to make the tourney finals, OSU
lost 3-2 to Michigan State in double
overtime to come up just short of the
title, but the win over the rival
Wolverines carried great meaning — it
ended an eightyear, 34-game span of
futility vs. UM,

Meanwhile, the OSU wrestling team
finished 23rd at the NCAA
Championships, with OSU's Miteh Clark
winning the national title at 177 pounds.
Clark routed West Virginia's Vertus
Jones 180,
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Big Ten Wars Certainly Helped These Bucks

What ean | say about the Ohio State basket-
ball team and the season its had that you
haven't already thought or hasn't already bean
saidd? This has really been fun, hasn't it?

Making it to the Final Four is always special
But when you think where the basketball
Buckeyes have been the last few years — as
recently as last season, in fact — it becomes that
much more specinl. Can making it to St
Petersburg be as special for the fans at Duke,
where the Final Four is almost expected, or even
Caonpecticut, an annual cage contender, as it is
for long-suffering Buckeve fans whe in their
wildest dreams couldnt have envisioned mak-
ing it to college baskstball's pinnacle?

The fact that the Buckeyes have done so well
i the toumament shouldn’t come as a complete
surprise, howsver. The Bucks finished second in
the Big Ten, which, as has been noted all season,
wiis a very strong conforence this year. Only fol-
low Final Four participant Michignn State post-
od a better conference record.

The Buckeyes were [acing — and often
thrashing — teams like Auburn and St John's
week in and week out during the conference sea-
son, And with all due respect to Murray State
and Detroit, those teams would have headed up
the rear in the Big Ten this season if they had
been in the conference

Maybe the Buckeyes are stepping up in class
in the Final Four. But the bottom line is getting
thers. And once you're there, anything can hap-
pen. That's why they play the pames.

Win or Jose, all of Ohio State's success could-
a't have happoned to a better bunch of guys —
players and conches alike, That — and the
depths the Bue s had reached = is what
mnkes this all so v special and so much fun

Good luck in St. Petersbiiny, guys!

You Win As A Team
Seoonie Penn's reputation grows game by

THE VIEW FROM 15TH AND HIGH
Frank Moskowitz, Publisher

game. Each time you think you appreciate how
good he is, he does you one better. His perfor-
mance against Auburn — with four fouls, no less
— was what turned the game for the Buckeyes.
Penn is the of of n money ballplayer.

In all the hubbub over garm however, |
sometimes worry that the play of Michael Redd
might go underappreciated. He, too, has been
sensational and is also a money player. I'm not
familiar with every team in the country, but I'm
hard-prossed to believe there's a club with a bet-
ter backeourt pair than Penn and Redd. And ifa
better pair exists, I'm hard-pressad to believe
the two share the ball and the limelight as well
as Penn and Redd do

If you look at the great teams, most of them
have more than one or two great players,
though. You cant overlook the contributions of
Ken Johnson during the Buckeyes' tournament
run. Here's a guy who many thought would
never contribute on the major college level and
he's out there excelling on college basketball's
bi

iggost stage.

And Jason Singleton has turned in a work-
manlike tournament. | thought one of the rea-
sons the Buckeyes struggled at the end of the
rogular season and in the conference tourney
wits that Singleton wasn't playing at the same
surprising level he had been for most of the year
But when the Buckeyes have needed key
defense, & clutch bucket or rebound, Singleton
has been there in the tournament

Boban Savovic? Heres another player
who hit the skids during the season. But he has
looked like n veteran in the tournament, as has
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fellow freshman Brian Brown

It's been the same tune all season for the
Buckeyes. There has always been some player
(or players) to step up and support Penn and
Redd. If everyones on their game come St
Petersburg — who knows?

One thing | don't want to underestimate in
evaluating the success of the Buckeyes and their
rapid turnaround from last season is the import-
ing of Jim OBrien and his entire stafl from
Boston College

O'Brien receives much of the credit, and
rightfully so. But the way his stafl warks
together has also been critical. There seems to
be very little wasted time or motion among
O'Brien and his staff. Each seems to know what
he and the others are supposed to do. This orga-
nization is critical in tourmament settings,
where there is little preparation time.

1 always felt one of the reasons Randy Ayers
had so many problems at Ohio State was he
could never put t er a strong coaching stafl
OBrien not only put a solid stall together
but seems committed to keeping it together.

Penn Vs. Cloaves

1 you watched Penn all senson like 1 did, you
were probably a little biased toward him with
regard to Big Ten player of the year honors. But
Buckeye bias aside, it's hard to really angue with
Mateen Cleaves getting n share of the hard-
ware. He's a pretty good ballplayer, too

The thing that surprised me was that the
media voted for Penn and the coaches for
Cleaves. [ would have guessed that the coaches

P
April 5« 11 am - 1 pm

would have been more likely to appreciate
Penn's play, while the media would have voled
for Cleaves, with wham they wers more familiar
and who was a safer cholce

‘The only thing I can figure is that the coach-
o8 penalized Penn for being a newcomer, taking
cire of “their own” fimst

Regardleas, it's no coincidence that Penn's
Buckeyes and Cleaves' Spartans are both | the
Final Four.

The Best Conditioned Buckeye

While football strength and conditioning
coach Dave Kennedy is notoriously tight-lipped
about the weights and timen of his charges, his
basketball counterpart, Sean Sheppard, actual-
ly went so far as to list the results of the
“Buckeye Heptathlon,” a conditioning competi-
tion among the basketball Buckeyes, in the
madin guide

The competition, designed to provide moti-
vation for the off-season conditioning program,
was made up of eight “events” — bench press
max, clean max, leg aled max, 20-yard shuttle
run, vertical jump, box jump reps (60 seconds),
-foot dash, and dips. The competition must
have helped provide the necessary motivation
because the Buckeyes haven't looked tired in the
NCAA Tournament

And the best-conditioned Buckeye? Penn
Neshaun Coleman and Singleton tied for wec-
ond, with Jon Sanderson fourth

Among events, walk-on Devon Smith had
the best bench press at 260, followed by Penn
and Singleton at 280 each. Coleman and Penn
tind for vertical jump at 35 inches, followed by
Singleton at 34 and Sandersoa at 33. Redd was
fifth at 31-172

Singleton posted the fstest time for 94 feet,
being clocked at 3.72 seconds. Coleman and
Penn followed at 3,78, followsd by Sanderson at
3,93, Shamar Herron was a surprising fifth at
4.03
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