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THE INTERVIEW ISSUE: TARA VANDERVEER

Former Coach Tara VanDerveer Still Loves Ohio State

By GARRETT STEPIEN
Buckeye Sports Bulletin Staff Writer

Before she lifted the Stanford women’s
basketball team to two national champion-
ships and 12 Final Fours since 1985, Tara
VanDerveer got her start as head coach of a
major program at Ohio State.

As the Buckeyes’ head coach from 1980-
85, VanDerveer took the program to new
heights and elevated women’s basketball’s
level of competition in Ohio and beyond.

Hired by assistant athletics director
Phyllis Bailey after a two-year stint at Idaho
from 1978-80, VanDerveer led OSU to three
NCAA tournament appearances — including
the 1985 Elite Eight — as a two-time Big Ten
Coach of the Year in 1984 and ’85.

Outside of a 1995-96 hiatus from college
basketball when she led her United States
women’s national team to Olympic gold at
the ’96 Olympics in Atlanta, VanDerveer
has built the Cardinal into a blue blood,
following lessons taught by legends such as
Bobby Knight along the way.

VanDerveer recently spoke with
Buckeye Sports Bulletin about her career
and why she still feels close to Columbus
despite spending the past 30-plus years in
Palo Alto, Calif.

Buckeye Sports Bulletin: While
growing up in upstate New York, your
father told you basketball would never
take you anywhere. What do you recall
from that?

VanDerveer: “When I was in the ninth
grade, I played basketball and a lot of
the boys were on teams. I was playing by
myself. I was out there for hours and hours
and hours. He just didn’t see any future in
basketball, so he would call me in and tell
me, ‘Come in and do your algebra home-
work. Basketball is never going to take you
anywhere.

“And I was like, ‘Uh, algebra’s never
going to take me anywhere.’ I had been all
over the world because of basketball, so I
sent him postcards, like, ‘P.S., I'm in Russia.
P.S., I'm in China. P.S,, I'm in Australia.””

BSB: What drew you to basketball?

VanDerveer: “Well, there wasn’t any
type of future I saw. It was just something
1 just loved. I loved sports. Our whole fami-
ly’s very athletic. I still ski — I went waterski-
ing today. I sail, I play tennis, I ride bikes. I
just love sports. I watch everything.

“Basketball just hooked me. I can’t tell
you what it was about it. I think so much of
it was just so exciting and such a brilliantly
designed game.”

BSB: Do you have an earliest mem-
ory of picking up a basketball? If so,
what was that like?

VanDerveer: “I just remember playing
in gym class. I think I was in the third or
fourth grade and we did three-player weave
or something like that, and that’s what I
remember. And I loved it.”

BSB: You started your playing career
at Albany in 1971-72 but finished
with Indiana from 1972-75. How did
those experiences shape your coaching
career, and what did you take from
each stop?

VanDerveer: “I was at Indiana for three
years, my sophomore, junior and senior
years. I had originally gone to the State
University of New York at Albany. And
I transferred to Indiana because I drove
out to the national tournament, which was
the AIAW (Association for Intercollegiate
Athletics for Women) national tournament

at the time. It was 1972 in Illinois. So I
watched the tournament, I watched Indiana.
I said, ‘T want to play for that team.” So I
transferred to Indiana, I played on the team
there. We had a great team. And we actually
played Ohio State, and that’s where Phyllis
Bailey saw me. She saw me playing against
Ohio State.

“When I graduated, I wrote to the athlet-
ic directors — in the day, they had a women’s
athletic director and a men’s athletic direc-
tor. So I wrote to the women’s athletic direc-
tors, all 20 of them, and I heard back from
two and one was Ohio State. So that’s how
I decided to go there. And it was a beauti-
ful letter from Phyllis that was very, very
encouraging for me to go to Ohio State. And
when I went to Ohio State, the first time,
I went as an assistant coach for Debbie
Wilson (1972-80) for two years (1976-78) as
I got my master’s degree.

“I was the No. 1 assistant, but I did not
make any money. I worked at the rec facil-
ity. I worked in one of those, checking IDs
from six in the morning until 12 noon. And
then we would practice in the afternoon,
and then I had a JV team that I coached. I
have two undefeated teams in my career.
One is the JV team at Ohio State, one is the
Olympic team.”

BSB: How much were you making
while checking IDs? I can’t imagine it
was much.

VanDerveer: “(Laughs). Yeah, it was not
much at all. You know, it might have been
enough to cover rent, but I don’t even know
how, unless I borrowed from my parents.
And quite honestly, I was on food stamps.
That's why I remember (Columbus pizza
shop) Tommy’s, that pizza. I remember that
was a quick thing. But my second year there,
I was given a stipend of $3,500. And then
graduate school was paid for, so that was
good because the first year, I was paying for
graduate school and rent. It was hard.

“But I wasn’t unhappy. I loved it. I loved
working with the players on the team. I
loved being at Ohio State. And that was a
big reason why I came back, after two years
at Idaho (1978-80), that I came back to Ohio
State. So I spent seven years — they were
great years — at Ohio State.”

BSB: So there was never a moment
where you said, ‘OK, maybe I should
consider a different career path’?

VanDerveer: “Not at all. No, no. I loved
it. I was so happy. Every day was really
exciting. It was great.”

BSB: While at Indiana, you stud-
ied head men’s basketball coach Bobby
Knight. Why did you watch his practices,
and what did you learn from the way he
coached?

VanDerveer: “I watched their practice
every day. I went every day. What I learned
more than anything is winning coaches
have a formula. What you might do is differ-
ent from what I'm going to do, but you've
got to believe in what you do. Coach Knight
taught basketball. Basketball was played
with a purpose. I took his coaching class.

“Also, Fred Taylor was Bobby Knight's
coach, and Fred Taylor was still at Ohio
State when I went to Ohio State for grad-
uate school and I took his coaching class.
I became very good friends with (Taylor).
Every class, I'd stay after. I'm kind of like a
basketball sponge, to be honest. I just like
being around coaches, talking basketball,
watching basketball. At the time, it was
really all men.

“So one time, I went to a clinic. I saw

this colored piece of paper in the garbage
can and I pulled it out and it was about
a clinic, so I went. I was the only woman
there. I sat in the very front and it was like
the legends of coaching. It was awesome. [
learned a lot being at Indiana - playing with
a purpose, teaching defense, just how to
run a practice, drills, the pace of practice,
corrections. (Knight) was a great coach. He
is a great coach.”

BSB: How much did you take from
Knight and Indiana into your role as a
graduate assistant at Ohio State?

VanDerveer: “A lot of it was doing it with
my JV team. I really was given total free-
dom to coach and I loved it. I also watched
all the practices that I could at Ohio State
with (head men’s basketball coach) Eldon
Miller. Any visiting coach that came in, I
would go to their practice before games. I
watched all the men’s games, the women’s
games. Obviously, I'm at all the women’s
games.

“It was a different time. Coaches shared
a lot of information then. I had notebooks
and notebooks of drills and just teaching
concepts. I honestly just love being a stu-
dent of the game, and it's kind of like the
more I learn, the more I feel like there is
to learn.”

BSB: Your first head-coaching job was
at Idaho. What did it mean for you to get
your own team at a varsity level? What
was that experience like, and how did it
propel your career to where you are now?

VanDerveer: “In those days, that could
happen. It might not happen now, going
from a Division I team right out of college.
I was a head coach at 24 years old. That
doesn’t happen very often now.

“I loved it. I loved it. I had a great ath-
letic director at Idaho, Kathy Clark was
her name, and she was like Phyllis. She
was very supportive, a great mentor. It was
a great place. In Idaho, you're a first-year
coach. You're going to make a lot of mis-
takes. I did, but I learned from them.

“We worked hard and we had a great
recruiting class. I think the year before we
got there, they were 2-18. The first year, we
were 17-8. That was, ‘Wow.” Then the next
year, we're in the (AIAW) tournament and
we were doing really well. Then the next
year, I left to go back to Ohio State.”

BSB: That actually leads into my next
question. What led you back to Ohio
State? What was the state of the program?

VanDerveer: “I think, more than any-
thing, the Ohio State program was probably
ready for a change. It needed a more-pos-
itive culture. I would also say it was a big
period of change. When the NCAA was
coming in, it was full-time coaches. Debbie
Wilson (1972-80) had been a professor and
she had worked hard and done a good job,
but she wasn’t even a fulltime coach. I
was a full-time coach at Idaho. I taught one
basketball coaching class at Ohio State, but
basically, I was a coach. And then it was
getting full-time assistants and uniforms,
and all the things that women didn’t have. I
had a list of 20 things that, in my mind, I'm
like, ‘OK.

“I said, “They have to pay $20,000 or I'm
not going (from Idaho to Ohio State).” That
doesn’t sound like much now, but there
was no money in women’s athletics. There
was no support for women'’s athletics. But I
think Ohio State was one of the leaders. A
lot of it might have been almost reluctantly
in the beginning because women’s sports
did change things a lot. If you have to divide

up the pie differently, it can ruffle some
feathers. It was hard for some other people.
But I've always been someone to say, ‘Hey,
let’s have athletic teams for both men and
women.’

“So I think Ohio State, it's a gold-mine
job. There’s great players in this state.
There’s great high school basketball in
the state of Ohio. Sports are so important.
I drove all over the state, watching play-
ers play. The program, my first year, we
might've been .500 (17-15). And then after
that, we just took off. And it was awesome.”

BSB: Why were you able to be so
successful during your time at Ohio
State?

VanDerveer: “As a coach, we had great
players, flat-out great players. We had play-
ers who were very talented. I inherited a
team that had Amy Tucker. I then recruited
Yvette Angel, Carla Chapman, Kristin Watt.
That was the first recruiting class. It was
Kristin Watt, Yvette Angel, Carla Chapman
and Teresa Bush. And they are fantastic.

“You look at the All-Americans — Tracey
Hall, Francine Lewis - these are great,
great, great, great players. And honestly,
I just didn’t have problems. They were
mature, they bought into being very unself-
ish and they were talented. But they were
real high-character people. Lisa Cline, I
recruited, Nikki Lowry. These are just
great, great players, and when you have
great players, you look smarter. As a coach,
it’s a fact.”

BSB: You mentioned Francine Lewis
in there. There was a game in high
school when Lewis and Georgeann
Wells faced off. It really might have
put girls basketball on the map in
Ohio. What do you remember from that
game?

VanDerveer: “I was at that game. Wells
was 6-7 and dunked. She went to West
Virginia. She was from a local Columbus
school (Northland).

“The game [ really remember is
Francine’s team (Mansfield, Ohio, Malabar)
playing Jodi Roth’s team (Shelby, Ohio),
because they both came to Ohio State. The
gym was electric and Francine was a senior,
1 think Jodi was a junior. It was basketball at
the highest level. Francine was a magician.
They called her Francine the Machine. She
was awesome. Jodi Roth is a cerebral player
and just an incredible talent.

“I don’t know that I've coached any bet-
ter players than I've coached at Ohio State.
The talent that I had there was second to
none. It was just outstanding players and
incredible young women.”

BSB: What were some of the high-
lights of your tenure at Ohio State when
you think about it?

VanDerveer: “I think there are a lot of
them. There are a lot of them. But I think
it goes back to our first year (in 1980-81).
We weren't very good, but we beat South
Carolina, which was really ranked No. 1, 2
or 3. So that was a really big win. We went
to Towa and won in front of, like, 22,000
people. We were down 12 at halftime and
came back and won that game. Then I think
we had Iowa at Ohio State and beat them,
in front of 10,000 people. Going to the Elite
Eight, beating Penn State and then, unfortu-
nately, Carla Chapman had an ACL (injury)
and that’s what held us back from going to
the Final Four in 1985.

“I think one of the biggest disappoint-
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VanDerveer Reflects On Return To Ohio State

Continued From Page 19

ments at Ohio State must have been, I think,
we tied for the Big Ten championship (in
1982-83) with Indiana and it was back in the
day when they only had 32 teams go to the
NCAA tournament and we didn’t go. We had
a great team and, honestly, it broke my heart.
I went in to Phyllis and said, ‘We need to play
a better schedule. We need to host a tour-
nament to get some good teams to come in,
so we can play against better teams, so they
know about our team.” So we started playing
Georgia and they had a great team. And
we played a really tough preseason sched-
ule. Penn State wasn’t in the Big Ten then.
Cincinnati had a real good team. We went and
played really good competition.

“The thing I loved, coming out for a
game, was hearing the band play ‘Hang
On Sloopy.’ I loved that. They still do that.
Isn’t that crazy? It’s still what I love. Amy
Bokker, she’s a woman who’s coming from
Stanford to Ohio State as the new women’s
lacrosse coach. She’s awesome. She’s fan-
tastic. But I told her, ‘You're going to love
“Hang On Sloopy.” Get the band at one of
your lacrosse games.” Ohio State’s a very
special place. It’s a very special place.”

BSB: Why does that song resonate
with you so much?

VanDerveer: “I don’t know. You just —
that's what you remember. You come out
and you smell the popcorn. We played in
St. John Arena. I love St. John, loved it. I
don’t like the fact that they don’t have the
basketball (games) down there now, but oh,
I loved playing there. You come out and the
crowd is going wild, the kids are excited. It
was awesome.”

BSB: You made your return to St.
John Arena in Stanford’s season opener
against Ohio State for 2017-18. What
was that homecoming experience like?

VanDerveer: “It was pretty emotional,
I have to tell you, to play at Ohio State.
We didn’t have — that particular (Stanford)
team — our best team. We were young, but I
really had fun. There were about 50 former
players that I saw before the game. They all
lined up along the baseline and I gave them
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all a hug, but it was like, I'm crying before
the game.” It was really fun to see every-
body. I had a great time. And then I went
back (to Columbus) for the Final Four, and
the Final Four was really fun to see.”

BSB: What did you think of how
Columbus hosted the Final Four?
Phyllis told me she never even thought
there would be a Final Four in college
women’s basketball, let alone in Ohio
State’s back yard.

VanDerveer: “It was fabulous. I loved
it. And I saw Phyllis when we were back
there. And a lot of players like Barb Smith
and Yvette Angel and Tracey Hall. It’s just
like - it was a little bit weird. You're seeing
all these people that I remember as college
freshmen and sophomores, and now they’re
50 and married with children. And I'm like,
‘Wow. How did this happen so fast?’ ”

BSB: You mentioned that game at
Iowa. People were getting turned away
at the doors, there were people sitting
up and down the aisles. I asked Phyllis
about it, and she said you came back to
Ohio after the game and you said you
thought you were in a beehive because
there was so much black and yellow.
That game, how wild was it? Can you
take me back to that game? What do
you remember from it?

VanDerveer: “We were going to the
game, it was on a Sunday, and we're in a
bus or vans, and I turn to one of my assis-
tants and I said, ‘What's with the traffic?
It’s Sunday. Did church just let out” And
my assistant said, ‘Tara, these people are
going to our game.’ I'm like, ‘Oh, my God.’
But we had actually done, with our sports
psychologist back then, some training to
get ready for playing in front of a big crowd
because we weren't really used to playing in
front of a big crowd. And I think that helped
us get ready for it, because I told our team.
‘It’s going to be a big crowd.” We worked
and got ready for it. And then afterwards,
I remember people coming up to me in the
airport. We were leaving to go home and
they were like, ‘That’s the best game I've
ever been to.’

“C. Vivian Stringer was the coach and

she’s at Rutgers now, and she had a great
(Iowa) team. We stood outside (before
the game). I think they were playing the
national anthem or something and we're
just looking at each other, like, ‘Wow. Can
you believe this?” It was awesome. And at
that Final Four that year, all the coaches
were in a luncheon or something, and they
said. ‘All right, stand up if you had more
than 1,000 people at your game,” and then
all these people stood up. Then they went
all the way up. They said, ‘How about 3,000?
‘What about 5,000? Anyone for 10,000?” And
then the two of us were just standing and
everyone was clapping, so it was just really
great and exciting.”

BSB: How much do you think that
game against Iowa helped grow women’s
basketball, especially at the college level?

VanDerveer: “I think it helped a lot.
People just kind of had to get out of the
mind-set that this is just friends and family
coming. We obviously still have a long way
to go, but people like watching women’s
basketball. Ohio draws well. There’s still
those kind of games that are happening all
around the country that have never had that
kind of crowd. It's exciting for people to go
and watch and be a part of that.”

BSB: I want to turn the clock back
a little bit now to when you left Ohio
State for Stanford. How did that oppor-
tunity come about and what were your
emotions when you told Phyllis of the
decision to leave?

VanDerveer: “In 20/20 hindsight, I had
a fabulous job at Ohio State. And quite
honestly, Andy Geiger — who recruited me
to Stanford — it just started out with losing
in the (1985) regional final game to Old
Dominion and there had been some oppor-
tunities. It was kind of a different situation.
When I was first hired at Ohio State, they
didn’t have a budget for women’s basket-
ball. So they said to me, ‘Well, let’s just see
how much it costs.” So it was a different
time. When we got a new athletic director
four years later, it was like, ‘Wow, I'm way
over my budget.” Well, nobody really had a
budget because, when I was first hired, they
said, ‘Well, you need to get uniforms. You

need to do recruiting. You need to do things
that we've never done before.” So they were
in a kind of cutback mode at the time in my
last year at Ohio State.

“It was at the time when we went from
the big ball — same as men - to the small
ball. And then there were just some things,
like, ‘Hey, wait a minute, this is Ohio State.”
And I think some, maybe, lack of commu-
nication. But I just decided, Tm going to
look and see what’s out there.” At this point,
1 had no intention of leaving Ohio State.
I loved Ohio State. I loved it. And we had
great players. So I just interviewed. I actu-
ally interviewed at Arizona, Stanford and
Washington. just to see what's out there.
And I basically said, ‘I'm not going to leave
Ohio State for something that’s a big state
university in another town.’

“But Stanford was very intriguing. It's a
different place, different school and Andy
Geiger is extremely persuasive. And quite
honestly, he offered me the job and I said,
‘No.” And so he said, ‘Well, what can change
your mind?” And I said, ‘Well, I don’t know
if I can change my mind.” But he said. ‘Will
you come back?’ I said, ‘Well, OK. I'll come
back.” And I just went back, in my mind,
to say, ‘I'm not leaving Ohio State.” But I
learned a lot about recruiting from Andy
Geiger. I really did. He just did not take
‘no’ for an answer. I just really connected
with him and said, ‘Look, here’s what's
really important to me.” And it was a little
bit financial, but ... it really just felt, at the
time, Stanford women’s basketball was real-
ly important and that you could really make
a difference.

“And I was physically ill making a deci-
sion to leave Ohio State. This was in the day
before cell phones. I wouldn’t even answer
my phone. (Geiger) was calling me. Finally,
he said, ‘I need an answer.” And I was just
like, ‘Wow.” I broke out in hives. I was so
stressed. But I just realized this was a very
hard decision. It's worked out pretty well. I
loved working at Stanford and I'm a good fit
for it. Both my parents were teachers and
academics. You recruit from all over the
country.

“And actually, my last year at Ohio
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State, we recruited a young woman from
Michigan and her name was Emily Wagner.
And she was interested in Stanford and
Ohio State. We played Stanford my last
year at Ohio State. We beat them by 30.
Easily. And Emily decided to go to Stanford
and I thought, ‘Oh, my gosh. That’s a great
decision academically, but you're going to
get your basketball brains beat in.” It's just
a different experience.

“But (the decision process) was ago-
nizing. And I just loved to go on campus
at Ohio State. I love going back. I've been
back for football games. I haven’t been back
for a basketball game, except for ours. But
1 follow the (athletics). I'm excited for Amy
going to Ohio State. I said, ‘You will love it.
The people are fantastic. There are not any
better fans. Buckeyes love sports.” ”

BSB: You mentioned Andy Geiger. He
hired you at Stanford (1979-90) in 1985
and then left five years later for Maryland
(1990-94) before his tenure as Ohio State
athletic director (1994-2005). What was
your reaction when Andy left?

VanDerveer: “He left Stanford and I wish
I could tell you I was really mature. I put
my head on my desk and cried. He kind of
coined a phrase, in some ways, “shelf life.”
Everyone has some shelf life. As an athletic
director, you can go in and make some
changes and then go somewhere else and
be effective.

“I hated to see him go. I absolutely hated
to see him go. So then they hired Ted Leland
(1991-2005), Bob Bowlsby (2006-12). So this
is my fourth athletic director at Stanford.
Bernard Muir is the fourth athletic director
(since VanDerveer came to Stanford). I can’t
even tell you how many presidents. I think
I'm on the fourth president.”

BSB: What was it about Andy that
you had such a close relationship?

VanDerveer: “He just really sold me on
the fact that women'’s basketball was import-
ant and he was going to support it, and he
did. It wasn't just money. I remember my
first year. We really had a lot of work to
do. We had to recruit hard. We turned it
around, but it was really, really challeng-
ing to find kids who, academically, fit the
athletic program’s profile. Thankfully, we
recruited Jennifer Azzi with Katy Steding as
one of two Olympians in the first class. But
T've never coached any better players than I

coached at Ohio State.”

BSB: Why do you say that?

VanDerveer: “Oh, they were just terrific
athletes. Terrific people. And I coached
Olympians. Tracey Hall, Francine, Carla
Chapman, Yvette Angel, Jodi Roth - they
could play with anybody. And in some ways,
I think I would be better for them now
because I feel like I've learned a lot more.
But I loved coaching them. Toni Roesch,
Teresa Bush - all of them. Every one of
them, the whole team. They were great,
great young women.”

BSB: Your highlights at Stanford
came with building its program up.
You’re still there. What went into that
process and how fulfilling has the suc-
cess been over these past few decades?

VanDerveer: “I don’t think there’s any-
thing more rewarding than putting a team
on the map. Going to the Final Four for
the first time (in 1989-90), when we won
the first regional championship to go to
the Final Four, I could have just rolled over
right there. I don’t think I could have ever
been happier than that. And then we went to
the Final Four and I said, ‘We're here. We
might as well win.” We won it and I went,
‘Wow.

“But then I realized — we've won again and
gone to the Final Four - it's not really about
that. It's more about just the love you have for
the people you coach. I really enjoy that, just
getting to know (the student-athletes).

“I used to take piano lessons and I
thought I could teach myself, and my piano
teacher takes me places I could never go
by myself. And that’s what I want to do as
a coach. I want to be a coach that helps a
player do something they can’t do without
you. And it's really rewarding to see the
improvement of a team, to see that just
camaraderie. To see kids graduating and
then calling you, they’re getting married or
they’re having children. And you're part of
their life. It's exciting.”

BSB: You've built up Stanford into
an elite program. Why do you think it’s
been so difficult for other programs to
break that blue-blood barrier as well in
college women’s basketball?

VanDerveer: “That’'s the way it is in
men’s sports, too. You've got Ohio State in
football. You've got Kentucky, Kansas or
North Carolina in men’s basketball. You've
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got certain teams in soccer and tennis.
Stanford is a really, really special place.
With this year, we won six national champi-
onships. That’s incredible.

“But our team, I think we just have a
formula. I can go back to Coach Knight.
We have a formula. We work really hard to
recruit high-character people, and they have
to be excellent students, too. And I think, as
a coach, more than anything, I remember,
as a player, [ remember how much I loved
to play. I don't ever want to take the joy
away. I want people on our team to love to
play and to practice, and to be excited with
making that pass or setting that screen or
getting that rebound and being caught up
in the team aspects of basketball.”

BSB: From the time you got to Ohio
State to now at Stanford, how much
have you seen the game of women’s
basketball evolve?

VanDerveer: “Things are so much more
sophisticated, in terms of scouting. The use
of video. It’s just so much more sophisti-
cated, the game itself. When I used to first
coach, we didn’t have a three-point line. I
love the three-point line. We've always had
the 30-second (shot) clock, but just little
rule changes. I think the three-point line
has been the thing that’s been most exciting
to have.”

BSB: How long have you known Kevin
McGuff? As someone who’s been in his
shoes at Ohio State, what do you think
of the job he’s done as head coach of the
Buckeyes since the 2013-14 season?

VanDerveer: “This is a real different
time now. I knew him when he was at
Washington (2011-13) and also, I think, we
played against each other when he was at
Xavier (2002-11). And if you talk to him,
don’t bring up that (2010 NCAA tourna-
ment Elite Eight) game (when Dee Dee

Jernigan missed two wide-open layups with
less than 15 seconds left and the score tied
53-53 before Stanford beat Xavier, 55-53
with a coast-to-coast layup at the buzzer and
advanced to the Final Four), because it was
a bad, bad finish. We ended up squeaking it
out, but it was a miracle.

“I think he loves Ohio. He’s from there.
His family’s from there. I think he works
really hard at recruiting. They’'ve had some
great players, obviously. It’'s a different
time, but it's hard to win. And the league
is different now, too. I was good friends
with Jim Foster (OSU coach from 2002-13),
Nancy Darsch (1985-98). Nancy Darsch
was on my Olympic staff, so she was my
head assistant for the Olympics and I really
respect the job that she’s done. So I think
that I probably did it differently. They have
more transfers now. You've kind of got to
do what you can to work as hard as you can
to have the best team possible. Different
people do it different ways.”

BSB: You worked for Phyllis, who
had an enormous impact on women’s
athletics. To you, what is her legacy?

VanDerveer: “She was one of the lead-
ers of women’s athletics. She’s a great
representative of Ohio State. She was a
wonderful, wonderful boss. She was won-
derful to work for. She’s very intelligent,
very hardworking. I think she had a diffi-
cult time because there was a lot of sexism.
There’s no other way to put it. She had to
deal with a lot of negative attitudes towards
women in sports. She had to fight tooth
and nail for everything, for every penny to
help women to be able to play. We didn’t fly
all over the place. In fact, we drove more.
But she fought for things for women. She’s
a warrior for women’s sports. She’s a won-
derful, wonderful person, and I'm so glad
our lives crossed.”
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