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Damage Control, Please Report

If you care enough about Ohio State —
and particularly Ohio State football — to
pick up or subscribe to our newspapor, 1 feel
bad for you today,

You have my sympathy and my condo-
lences.

As our commander-in-chief would say, *1
feel your pain.®

I am writing this column just over one day
after OSU's devastating defeat at the hands
of Michigan State, and I must admit I am
still somewhat in o state of shock over the
developments.

Having said that, T will try to articulate
some of what | am feeling on a variety of top-
ica: .
* The offensive play-calling at crunch
time — It's funny, 1 didn't hear many com-
plaints prior to the Michigan State game
about how OSU's play-calling was unimagi-
native or vanilla, | gueass when you're rolling
up 6510 yards every week everybody is on
your side

Yet some people say they were looking for
Joe Hollis in the press box late in this game
(we know he wasn't there beeause that was
his Arkansas State team that got torched by
Louisiana Tech).

They. say it was shades of Michignn in
1996 and Michigan in *97 with all of the run.
ning plays on OSU's next-to-last drive.
Then, as OSU neared the goal line, there
was too much passing. Maybe, they think, a
draw play, a sweep or a swing pass would
hawve gotten the ball into the end zone.

1 agree to an extent, especially about the
ill-fated “all running play” drve. Its like |
said n year ago when OSU had a first down
at the Michigan 40 and went to the Pepe
Pearson well once too often. After setting it
up so well, they never pulled the trigger,
waont play-action and threw one toward the
goal line.

I don’t have many problems with what
happened on the final drive at the MSU 15
Mike Jacoba and, ultimately, John Cooper
decided to put the ball in Joe Germaine's
hands and let him try to find David Boston
and Dee Miller. But two would-be touch-
downs were batted away and a third was
intercepted.

* Where the gaume was lost — [Us my
humble apinion that this game was lost up
front — on both sidea of the ball

For all the stunting and blitzing, OSU's
front seven is stilf trying to loeate Ball Burke.
He had five, six, seven seconds at some
pointa to find receivers

On the receiving ond, Ahmed Plummer,
Antoine Winfield and others looked bad for
giving up big plays. But, I'm sorry, covening
receivers for several weeks on end while
nobody pressures the quarterback is not in
their jobs deseription.

On the ather mde of the ball, Michigan
State was pumped up. The Spartans defen.
sive line was more than OSU could handle
To steal a Bobby Knight line, just who in the
heck is Julian Peterson, and why wn't he
playing at Ohio State?

Germaine looks bad with the fumbles —
OK, he should have dumped the one — but
he needed some help. At one point, ABC
went to its obligntory Flonida State-obliter-
ates-Germaine montage to draw compar-
isons,

* Breaks go the other way — Its out-
lined throughout this edition, but its hard te
expect to win a game when literally every
meaningful break goes against you

You name it, it went MSU's way in the sec-
ond half,

* The crowd wasn't loud — [ have been
on record for chastising the Ohio Stadium
crowds in the past. Several people whom [
trust told me the erowd made no noise as
MSU mounted its comeback.

ABC's Dan Fouts termed the ‘Shoe “a

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
(Part 1)
with
Steve Helwagen

great place for visiting teams to play because
there s no noise.”

I will stop short, however — and you can
hold your letters — of blasting the erowd at
this game. Ohio State made blunders that
would make o peewes football team proud.
The Buckeyes, it is my contention, took their
otwn crowd out of this game.

I'm loaking for both the Buckeyes and the
crowd to rebound at the next home game.

* The bowl picture — Honestly, Ohio
State eould go to any one of five bowls — the
Citrus, Sugar, Orange, Hose or, yes, even the
Fiesta,

We could debate the possibilitic
cows come home.

Laot's just say this: Heaven and earth have
to move for OSU to reach the Fieata Bowl
We'll know much more about this one after
Michigan plays Wisconsin, Kansas State
tackles Nebraska and Tennessee plays
Arkansas Nov. 14.

If OSU wins out and semoebody beats
Wisconsin, the Buckeyes will Likely be in the
Rose Bowl. I know, it's not where they want-
ed to go, But beggars can't be choosers

I Wisconsgin and OSU bath win out, UW
could draw into the Fiesta Bowl and OSU
would go to the Rose. If an unbeaten UW
team doesn't qualify for the Fiesta through
the BCS, the Badgers would et the Rose
and OSU would likely be back in the Sugar
or at the Orange

A loss to Michigan could send OSU
hurtling out of the sky to the Citrus, a free
fall that fans of last year'’s Penn State team
would recognize

* The future — | know, its hard te even
think about 1999 when this year — the year
evervhody pinpointed as the one — lias gone
down the tubes.

And | wish 1 had something pleasant to
reassure you that Ohio State will at least be
in the title hunt next year. But [ can't

OSU will lose both quantity and quality
after this scason. Newcomers al quarter-
back, both wide receiver spots, tight end,
linebacker and in the secondary will have to
step up quickly.

Steve Bellisan is the morning line favorite
to replace Germaine, although nothing is
etched in stone. | see no wide receivers —
OK, maybe Regme Gormany — ready to
become steady threats, The newcomars on
defense are also largely untested because,
oven in o year where OSU has dominated its
opponents, the backups have hardly played

I moy be offering a pessimistic viewpoint
and, it should be noted, players like Na'l
Diggn will rise from obscurity to become the
next Dee Millers or Jerry Rudzinskis. But [
don't see many David Bostons- or Andy
Katzenmoyers-in-wuting on that sideline.

Ohio State lost serious star power after
1995 and still contended for the national
tatle in 96, so nothing is out of the realm of
possibility,

But [ think we may have to face reality
that this was OSU's best shot at going all the
way,

* The coach's future — [ am like you. 1
have heard the mamors, Everything from
three more yeara to gone after this season,
win or lose. There is even one making the
rounds that OSUs operatives are already
searching.

e until the

But it's my position currently that this is
Cooper's call and Cooper's call alone —
unless he pulls a you-know-who and contin-
ues jerking facemasks like he did Nate
Clements’ after his personal foul.

And, honestly, 1 think it should be that
way. Read this carefully: He has earned that
nght.

I've said this time and time agpin: Do you
want to end up like Oklahoma, constantly
recycling coaches and getting nowhere? Or
do you want to stay the course, stay in the
hunt and hope the Buckeyes break through
sometime soon?

But some will still say he faces o must-win
situation when Michigan arrives in town on
Nov. 21, Who knows, they may be on to
something.

Other Odds 'N Ends

*+ | do not like to criticize OSLU's collection
of ushers known as the Red Coats. [ know
they have a thankless job, so anything 1 say
hére needs to be construed as conatructive
criticism.

Why is it so hard to allow people into St
John Arenas mezzanine and balcony to
watch the Skull Session? [ understand it 1s
important to regulate traffic so those seated
can enjoy the show. But this isn't exactly the
opara.

Also, why isn't the baleony fully open —
every stairway and every seat — o serve as
overflow?

And another thing, seat license holdors
and suite owners at the Schottenstein
Center paid huge suma of money to help
erect that new palace. Yet, the paint isn't dry
and I'm already fielding complaints from
people on how they cant go here, aren't
allowed to go there.,

When people pay money for something,
they want service with a smile. I that
means hiring all now people to work the
arena, then so be (. What worked at St
John Arena, somewhat effectively I might
add, will not work at The Schott, especially
when they roll cut the red carpet downtown
for “arena patrons™ in o few years,

You can put s Red Coat in a maroon vest, but
without proper training you have not accom-
plished much. Don't get me wrong, most of these
people are the most devoted bunch of OSU
backers you will ever meel. But a few bad apples
sometimes spoil the bunch.

* Parking at the new arena is a complete
disaster. One reporter said it look him 40
minutes to get from Kenny and Lane into an
arena lot a hall-mile away

Onee you got near the bwlding, an OSU
police officer stationed at Fred Taylor and
Arena, staring at a hall-ompty lot, had the
gall to say it was full and waved us by
Maoybe | missed n meeting, but if | have a
pass for a lot and it's hall-empty, | expect to
be able to park in it. Again, we go back to
service with o smils

I guess those attending arena events
should be forewarned: Go early, expect o
stay late and/or use the Ackerman oxit to the
new Frod Taylor Drive or prepare for major
harsles,

All in all — and again, this is constructive
criticism we have to expect that OSU
needs time to work out a few kinks,
Everybody concentrated on getting the
building done, they had no time to sit down
and plan how they would handle actual
events

That's OK, I'll do them a faver and let
them know how they're doing from time to
time,

* This is just the first installment of
Fditar's Notebook in this edition.

My annual attempt to outline OSU's
men's basketball fortunes is on pages 42-43,
See you at the Oakland game, and I don't
mean the Raiders.
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The signs were there all season.
Fumbles here and there, penalties in cru-
cinl situations, nn inability to protect the
passer.

It was all there, out in the open. But
even 8o, Ohio State players and fans
never saw this one coming.

Their dream turned into a nightmare.

The Buckeyes became their own worst
enemy, limiting themselves. offensively
and failing to convert on all but two of
their third-down chaneces. OSU was also
hampered by four fumbles, all recovered
by Michigan State.

That was a microcosm of OSU's woes
and a sign that, as OSU head man John
Cooper is go fond of saying, “Things don't
catch up with you until they catch up with
you.”

0SU had been churning out 500-yard
games the way Steven Spielberg turns
out Oscar winners, but this day was dif-
ferent s the Buckeyes finished with just
353 yards, Things were off-kilter, some
caused by Michigan State and some by
Ohio State’s own hand.

“We didn't get our rhythm going after
the first quarter,” offensive coordinator
Mike Jacobs said. “The second quarter we
had some opportunities, but we gave up
some sacks. We come out in the second
half and go three-and-out the first posses-
sion, and it was strange after that. We
intercept it and run it back for a score,
then they punt and it hits our kid in thg
back. That's an odd situation.”

Even more odd was the fact OSU knew
Michigan State was going to blite, yet
secmed powerless to stop the Spartans,
MSU pinned its ears back and got to Joe
Germaine five times, once causing a fum-
ble that resulted in the game’s final
points, a 42Z.yard field goal by Paul
Fdinger.

“There was nothing we hadn't seen,”
Jacobs said, “It may have looked like we
hadnt seen it, but we knew they werce
poing to come with the free safety blitz,
which they did repeatedly. We know that
they'd take a blitz attitude on us, We did-
n't make very many third-down conver-
sions todony.”

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

INSIDE THE OFFENSE
- with
Jeff Rapp
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6270 Busch Blvd.

Michigan State conch Nick Saban has
seen his team go through tribulations and
exultations, so he didn't quite know which
group would show up. °

But when he saw the Buckeyes open
the game throwing the football, he put his
plan into motion,

“We played like we had nothing to
lose,” Saban said, “We blitzed the quarter-
back and tried to pressure him, [ think we
affected Joo a little bit in the second quar-
ter. That helped us o lot”

The Buckeyes had been bettor in
recent weeks about picking up the blitz,
but Michigan State was relentless in its
pressure,

“They're going to blitz,” tight end John
Lumpkin said. “We've been throwing the
ball s0 much ngninst people that they're
guing to try to stop that. It's our job to pick
up the blitzes, and on occasions we didn't
do that. We didn’t sight adjust, and some
things happened to us and we gave up
sacks.”

Especially big was Spartan reserve
Julian Peterson, in the game because
starter Robaire Smith suffered a broken
leg in the first half Peterson had nine
tackles, all solos, three for lost yardage
and two sacks. He also caused two
Germaine fumbles, including the one that
turned the game.

“We knew about him, but Robaire is
who we prepared for,” Cooper said. “Our
linemen were aware of him.”

Nearly Awoke The Echoos

As Ohio State’s final drive unfolded
and the Buckeyes trailed by four, flash-
backs to a foggy evening in Pasadena
were evident, Players spoke about it,
knowing they had been in a situation sim-
ilar to this against Arizona State. They
truly thought the outcome would be the

Miscues Abound As MSU Upens Buckeyes

JEIT BRIKM

SOARING FOR SIX — OS5U tailback Michacl Wiley leaps into the
air on a 1-yard touchdown run as teammates Rob Murphy (66) and
Tyson Walter (77) provide an opening. Wiley finished the game with

100 yards rushing.

same.
“We knew we had been up agoinst it
before,” Germaine said. “We thought
about it, but it really wasn't the same sit-
uation,”
Germaine threw six passes on the final
drive against MSU, the first two complet-

al the Contant
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ed for first downs, On first-and-10 from
the MSU 15, Germaine's pass to Boston
on a flog route was overthrown. Second
down was also Lo Boston, also incomplete.

On that down, there were some ques-
tions about OSU's play selection. A draw
might have worked, especially since the
Spartans were being so aggressive and
waere looping their linemen oulside, With
over a minute to play, even o stull on o
running play would have left plenty of
time to go for the end zone,

A pass over the middle on third down
was behind Miller and knocked away by
Renaldo Hill, bringing up the crucial
fourth-down play.

“The pass again went to Miller, who ran
his third consecutive post corner route.
Hill stepped in front of Miller and picked
off the pass, sealing the win.

Miller was o little unhappy his number
wasn't called on first down because he
was basically uncovered,

“Wide open the first time we ran it, but
woe ]rnrl it again and he caught on,” Miller
said,

0SU was inside the MSU 30 twice in
the fourth quarter but came away with
zero points.

“We hod some opportunities,”
Gormaine said, “We came close, but we
didn't take advantage of our opportuni.
ties. In o game like this, that's going to
beat you.”

Running On Empty

Though the statistics say Michael
Wiley rambled for 100 yards on 22 carries,
it may have been the quictest 100 in Ohio
Stadium history.

Wiley fumbled once and, aside from a

14 « BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN November 14, 1998



Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE

26-yard jount in the first quarter, wasn't
nasertive when picking o hole. It didn't
help that his line was getting manhan-
dled by Michigan State's front, but all the
same, it wasn't a game to remoember.

Turning in another solid performance
was Joe Montgomory, who broke off 41
yards on 11 carries, He was stopped for no
gain on a fourth-and-1 on the Buckeoyes’
npext-to-last drive, turning the ball over to
the Spartans., He had been on the bench
for much of the time previous to that
drive

If he was bummaed about it, he sure
wasn't letting on.

“During the course of the game I'm not
going to sit there and bug the coaches,”
Montgomery said. *1 rely on the coaches to
muke great decigions. | can't sit there and
bug them while the game was going on.”

He was very succinct when asked
about the fourth-down carry.

“Nobody blocked the free safety,”
Montgomery said, Actually, linebackers
TJ. Turner and Courtney Ledyard
came in unfettered on the backaide,
smacking Munl;,(unur_'. just short of the
marker, But it wasn't the who that mat-
tered, It was the what, and in this case
the what was OSU turning the ball
over on downs.

Ohio State finished with just 114
ground yards, and though 53 of 60 lost
yards eame on sacks, the guys up front
woren't too thrilled with their day.

Prior to Montgomery gotting stuffed,
the Buckeyes stayed exclusively on the
ground in that drive, churning out 11
straight rushing plays.

“We got a chanece to drve it down and
take over,” tackle Tyson Walter said. “We
were confident we could do it, but maybe
we went to the well one too many times. 1
don't know, It was good play-calling if
overyone exocutes their assignments.”

Third And Forever

Championship teams convert when
necessary, and that's one reason Ohio
State is sitting with a 1 in the loss col-
umn, OSU converted just 2 of 156 third
downs, giving Michigan State’s defense
more and more hope as the ganme wore on.

"We didn't convert thind-down situations
and we turned the ball over,” Jacobs said.
“We nlso had a couple penalties that hurt
s, #0 those things we've been talking about
all year caught up with us today."

This was the first time all season OSU
had been outgained in yardage, so some of
the onus has to fall on the defense, Top-
notch stop units don't allow foes to drive
92 yards in the fourth quarter.

That said, it was up to the Buckeyes to
punch the ball in when it counted. They
didn't.

“We were not very consistent,” Jocobs
said. “On the outside, if you're getting a
lot of pressure sometimes you can't shake
free. We had to do a better job winning
some of those battles.”

A lot of factors played into the defeat,
but a big one has to be the play of the
offensive line.

Machine-like the past four games,
0OSUs front broke down on numerous
occasions, allowing white jerseys to get to
Germaine well before he was able to

Good News Travels Fast

Columbus Unforgettables
Announces New Prices:

$16.95 Per Book
$45.00 For a Set of 3 Volumes

Available At Your Favorite Book Store

throw a precise pass

Walter said he wasn't sure what the
real problem was, only that the Buckeyes
were dazed by MSU's repeated defensive
BUCCOSS,

“I don't know what the difference was,”
Walter said. “Anyone who tells you at this
moment that they know what the differ-
ence was is a liar. Its too early to tell.
We're out on the field and every time we
came off we're looking at each other and
saying, What's going on?” We don't know
what happened. We got blindsided by
this.*

It was, simply put, a Spartans team
that came in ready but was also allowed
to stay in the gnme by OSU's repeated
miscues.

“The line was coming real hard,” Miller
said. “They were playing deep Cover-2, the
corners and the safety. He (Saban) had his
club all on one y, and it showed today.”

As the Buckeyes were seomingly seiz.'
ing momentum, leading 24-9 almost mid-
way through the third quarter, thoughts
circulated that Michigan State might
finally lie down. After all, the Spartans
hnd quit against Oregod and Minnesota
earlier this year, so why not now?

“We figured they were going Lo go away
real early, like when we had a 17-point
first quarter,” Walter said. “From their
history, we were surprised they hung with
it. They've had an MO of giving up when
the going gets rough, but they didn't. It's a
big step for their program.”

1220 Corrugated Way
Columbus, Ohlo 43201
(614) 294-7277
(614) 294-7449
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BSB Quotebook: Michigan State 28, Ohio State 24

Michigan State coach Nick Saban, whose
team was a 28-point underdog, on why games
aren't played on paper: “Funny things happen in
football, and that's why we play these games.
When a team plays possessed and is inspired
about what they can do ... we have good football
players and they have good players; they probably
have more than we do, but ours made enough
plays today to win.”

05U cornerback Ahmed Plummer on how hard
it will be to got back inte the national title race:
“Usually with losses this late in the season it's
hard to jJump back up there to the No. 1 spot. We
can keep believing. We still have to play hard.
We're still Ohio State Buckeyes. We can't hang our
heads."

0SU linebacker Jerry Rudzinski also assessed
the national picture: “It looks like the national
champion might go undefeated, and we hate the
fact that we might not be able to compete for that
this year, but we've still got a chance to win the
conference.”

05U quarterback Joe Germaine on his team's
missed scoring opportunity after having a first
down at the MSU 15 with 1:29 left: “We've been in
positions like that before. We got close and had
some momentum. We never doubted that we were
going to do it. | guess you win some and you lose
some,”

05U defensive end Rodney Bailey, who
stopped MSU's Sedrick Irvin for a 3-yard loss
to give the Buckeyes the ball back with 1:39
left: “I felt it was more than enough time for
us to get the ball in the end zone. We did
what we could.”

JOFT BRLHM

FIRST DOWN, OHIO — OSU quarterback
Joe Germaine dives ahead for extra

vardage as teammate Kurt Murphy (63)

and a pair of Michigan State defenders
look on.

0SU flanker Dee Miller said the Buckeyes
appeared ready to score the game-winning
touchdown before MSU's Renaldo Hill inter-
copted a fourth-down pass with 1:12 left:
“The last play, that's what did it. Dave
(Boston) had a big catch and Lump (John
Lumpkin) had a big catch. | felt like we were
about to put the ball into the end zone.
Unfortunately, it didn't happen.”

0SU tackle Tyson Walter credited the
Spartans for not quitting after twice falling behind
by two touchdowns: “We figured they were going
to go away after our 17-point first quarter.
Considering their past history, we were surprised
they hung in there with it. They had an MO of giv-
ing up when the going gets rough. They didn't.
That's a good step for their program.”

MSU's Irvin on the win: “It just shows you that
hard work pays off, believing in each other. There
was no one person who made all the plays, It was
a team effort. Nobody believed in us. Most people
turned their backs on us.”

Plummer sald the Spartans earned the win:
“They just outplayed us In every area of the ball
game. We worked in practice — I don't think we
took them lightly. It just so happened it was their
day today.”

Saban on MSU quarterback Bill Burke, who
threw for 323 yards — one yard shy of his career
high — In the upset win: “Bill had a great gamo
today. We really planned to do the three series
thing with the two quarterbacks. But Bill was
doing a good job, so we stuck with it. He had an
oulstanding game.”

05U defensive coordinator Fred Pagac on the
task at hand for the Buckeyes: “It's our job to
come hack next week. | think the character of our
team will show then. We'll come back out and
play, and try and win out the rest of the season.”

Miller believes OSU will rebound from this
dofeat: “That's just going to have to do with the
leadership. We have two more games and a
bowl, We just have to be men and move on.”

BRUTUS

Has A New Flag!

Ol

Q

$59.99

3'x8'
Created by
Flag Lady's Flag Store

BORIPFT OMI0 $44.89

The new BRUTUS flag will be arriving in Columbus 4 days
before the big game. Order yours today for only $59.99,

The Flag Lady's Flag Store will hold one drawing for two
OSU vs Michigan tickets and another for a huge B'x 8' replica
of the new BRUTUS flag. Visit our store at 4567 North High
and enter to win or send us a post card. Also, buy any Buckeye
flag or banner and receive a free "Script Ohio" print and

§8.00 off our deluxe USA nylon flag.

THE x FLAG A LADY'S
s FLAG*STORE

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 05U FLAGS AND BANNERS

BLOCK “0° WITH LEAVES §30 00 WOOIT 8 HLOCK “0° $89.89

&l ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ!

WOODYT NAYES §86.09

WRUTUS 46909 (REWN)

TBDBITL

-‘&.ﬁ"“&-&‘
1-800-797-FLAG(3524)
LOCAL: 614-263-1776 + FAX: 614-263-1719
e-mail: flaglady@actech.net

4867 NORTH HIGH STREET COLUMEUS, OHIO 43214
Wa're the store with the STARS & NTRIPES AWNING. And, remember o PARK TN THE DACK.

16 = BUCKEYE SPORTS BULLETIN November 14, 1998




Certainly a lot more than a game was
lost when the Buckeyes fell at home to
Michigan State. For starters, OSU was
stripped of ita No. 1 ranking, its undefeat-
ed season and, most likely, its shot at a
national title.

But the Ohio State defense took a pow-
erful blow to the gut as well. Fred Pagac's
mighty defenders entered play as the only
Division I team to not allow 20 points in a
gume this season, and most — including
oddsmakers, who installed the Buckeyes
as a four-touchdown favorite — figured
that trend would continue.

Sure, the Spartans were dangerous
and had a shifty running back in Sedrick
lrvin, a mobile quarterback in Bill Burke
and lanky receivers in Plaxice Burrcas
and Gari Scott. But hadn't OSU proven it
could handle such challenges woek after
woek?

Delivering again and stopping all
[acets agoinst a team that apparently had
its antenna back up was what turned out
to be too demanding,

“We gave a lot up today,” Pagnc smid
“We didn't play very well. Credit them. 1
think their players played pretty well
today, I think we shot ourselves in the foot
a little bit, a roughing penalty, the ball
hitting us in the head on the punt.”

But more than the mistakes, OSU
wasn't able to muster enough of a pass
rush and fell to an old nemesis rarely seen
in the Pagac cra — the big play.

In fact, Michigan State produced eight
plays of 20 yards or more on the day — all
on passes — including a 23-yard Burke
scoring strike to split end Lawvaile
Richardson that put MSU squarely back
in the fray at 24-15,

Instead of trying Lo stay in the gume by
pounding Irvin, the Spartans employed a
game plan that called for several deep
passes with hope of hitting just enough. It
was a tactic that couldn't be illustrated
any better than the perusal of Burke's
final statistics: 1B-of-46, 323 yards, one
touchdown and one interception,

IUUIIHAMIHI

CLASSIC

QUALITY

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

MSU Finds Way To Beat Stmgy OSU Defense

INSIDE THE DEFENSE
with
Jeff Rapp

“I think they did a few things differ-
ently than what they've done before and it
kind of surprised us a little bit, but I
thought we prepared well for what we
saw on film," OSU defensive end Brent
Johnson said, *They capitalized on o fow
of our mistakes, and that's what gave
them the edge.

“Everyone would love to go back, but
that's what we ware dealt today.”

Burke, who hails from Warren, Ohio,
made a crucial mistake when his lone
interception was returned 73 yards for o
touchdown by safety Damon Moore. But
to his credit, he led MSU on four straight
scoring drives after the Spartans recov-
ered a punt that struck OSU blocker Nate
Clements

In that key stretch, Burke was dialed
in,

“It was a great deal of fun,” he said.
“The game and the stage couldn't have
been any better for a quarterback or a
passing game. We had some players who
could make some plays, and we wanted to
take advantage of that.

*Our offensive line did a good job of
pass protection. Ohio State is still a solid
defense. They were flying around and
blitzing me a lot.”

Burke Was Elusive Moving Targot

Simply put, the MSU passing game
wasn't supposed to be good enough to beat
OSU. But the Spartans took OSU out of
its element with some early connections
to receivers, and the Buckeyes responded
with more zone coverage and loss blitzing
than normal to keep sight of pass catch-
ors.

“We were planning on them blitzing a
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DAMON DOING MOORE — Ohio State senior Damon Moore timed
this play perfectly, stepping in front of Michigan State tight end
Chris Baker and returning the interception 73 yards for Ohio
State's final points in a 28-24 loss to the Spartans.

lot,” MSU centor Jason Strayhorn said,
“They did blitz a lot, but not as much as
wi expected them to do. Everybody stayed
on their man and did what they were sup-
posed to do.”

With less to worry about in the way of
blitzes, the Michigan State line gained
confidence as the game wore on and
Burke did the rest, moving out of the
pocket and eking out of trouble at just tho
right times,

*They moved the pocket on us and

Live BANDS

JINOELDIDI]

SINYD NOILYINAWIS

SWOON A18vd J1VAINA

went to a dash pattern, and they got some
key blocks,” Pagac said. *We gave them a
little more time than we wanted to, and
then we had some opportunities to tackle
him and we just didn't get it done.

“He did n real good job of avoiding
pressure, sidestepping us and making o
fow plays, In my mind, at least, there
were five, six, seven different times we
had a shot at him, We gave their receivers
that much time to get open, and he hit
them.”

Defensive end Rodney Bailey shared in
the frustration despite logging three tack-
los-for-loss.

“We're nbout there and we're just miss-
ing,” he said. *They had some blocking
schemes that countered our blitzes, but
we just need to get to the quarterback no
matter what.

“From my standpoint, [ and we gave
him too much time. We're just going to
have to work on it.”

With Burke buying all the extra time,
he cashed in by waiting patiently for
receivers to break off patterns and come
froe.

*Of course, that makes it very diffi-
cult,” cornerback Ahmed Plummer said,
“because now you have to be concerned
with the quarterback rolling out and you
have receivers just roaming around. That
makes it even harder to cover.”

0SU had success early on by bringing
linebackers into the face of Burke. But the
Buckeyes sacked the 6-5 lefty only one
time, courtesy of OLB Jerry Rudzinski,
and the MSU line gave a decent line of
sight for the most part.

“Their line did a good job of picking up
our stunts,” Johnson said. “We wore get-
ting to him a little late, They were getting
the ball off pretty quick, too. All of that
added up.®

The members of the defense weren't
nbout to question a game plan that had
worked 5o many times in the past, so they
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chalked it up to n lack of execution and a
top-shell day by the Spartans.

After all, OSU held Irvin, one of the top
rushers in the conference, to 52 yards in
26 carries

“Wo think that if we stop the run, we're
pgoing to win the game,” Rudsinski said,
*Today we did a decent job against the run,
but (Burke) went out and just flat-out beat
ws when he had to, T give him credit, and
he had some great talent around him.

“He came into the Horseshoe for the
first time, stepped up and beat us ™

DBs Can't Reach MSU Heights

With Antoine Winfield standing 59
and Plummer a listed 6-0, the Ohio State
cornerbacks often find themselves looking
up nt opposing wideouts. But that's rarely
become a factor in the last two seasons as
Winfield has played ot an All-American
level and Plummer has come through
with deflections and interceptions scem-
ingly in every game he's been thoroughly
tested.

But Pagne admitted concern with the
MSU receivers, especially Scott (6-1) and
the imposing Burreas (6-6).

Scott, who burned OSU's secondary for
i deep touchdown last season, finished
with six catches for 88 yards while
Burress, who actually dropped a couple of
easy ones, nmassed 125 yards on four
over-the-top connections.

*They made some big plays, and | give
thom credit for it," said Plummer, the
main defender on the Richardson score.
“We just found ourselves in positions we
didn't want to be in and they took advan-
tage.

“We knew they were sound in the pass-
ing game, and they came out today and
proved it."

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

Winfield and Plummer played sides or
n particular man depending on the defen-
sive call, and Michigan State often looked
for Burress on fades when Winfield was
the defender.

Moare, who tallied a team-high 11 tack-
les along with his TD, did his best to help
out, but the touch of Burke and the lack of
pressure by the front seven loft the comers
in tough spots,

“Thi defensive backs are the heart and
soul of our defense,” Rudzinski said. "They
were last year and they are this year. Pass
defense is a team defense. You need line-
backers helping out, a good push from the
defensive linemen, and the defensive
backs doing the job, I don't think any one
jgroup played good enough to go out and
win the game today.

“But they had some great skill people,
maybe the best we've seen yel.”

MSU Takes Long Saturday Drive

The defense was playing well enough to
keep the Buckeyes in the lead until allow-
ing Michigan State to forge an eight-play,
92-yard drive that produced a 256-24 lead,
That was the longest such drive against
05U all season,

The Buckeyes actunlly allowed six dn-
ves of 75 or more yards lnst season, but
only once did they let a team go over 90
yards of field for a score. That came in the
opener with Wyoming on Aug. 28, 1997, as
the Cowbays’ only TD came off a 10-play,
93-yard march. The Buckeyes were undor-
standably rusty in that game and were
breaking in a defense that had lost
starters Mike Vrabel, Matt Finkes, Luke
Fickell, Greg Bellisari, Ryan Miller,
Shawn Springs, Ty Howard and Rob Kelly.

Perhaps the most alarming defensive
showing in the Pagac era came at Penn

State in the middle of last season as the

Buckeye defenders couldn'’t wrap up run-
ning backs Curtis Enis and Aaron Harris
in n31-27 loss. d

There had not been a performance
close to that one — until now. The
Buckeyes were sure-handed with Irvin

but whifled on Burke repeatedly in the
pocket and let MSU receivers slip away
on occasion.

“It was pretty frustrating,” Bailey said.
“You want to balance it out and stop both
facets of the game.”
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Cooper Faces Music After Rare Home Defeat

Throughout the football season,
BSE is publishing excerpts of Ohio
State head coach John Cooper's
postgame press conferences. Here
is what Cooper had to say follow-
ing the loss to Michigan State.

COOPER: "It seemed like any-
thing that could have happened to us
today did happen to us, and like they
say in conching, in football it do
catch up with you unti! it catches up
with you. It eaught up with us today
Turnovers obviously were a big part of
the ball game, particularly in the sec.
ond half

*They took the ball and went 92
yards for a touchdown against our
defense, they made big plays — 1
thought their wide receivers did a great
job in jump ball-type situations against

us — and offensively we did not do a
very good job of handling the pressure
They brought pressure, pressure, pros-
sure, particularly the last time we got
the ball inside their red zone. They
were coming after us every down with
‘body, and you've got to make plays
when that happens.

“You've got to give max protection
and adjust your route, read their cover-
age and get the ball to the open guy,
and we didn't do that

“The kicking game was a factor in
the game. The punt that hit our guy in
the back, 1 really dont know what you
do in that situation. It was a bad kick
and our guy was trying to block and it
hit him in the back and, of course, they
caught the ball, That was a big play in
the game.”
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A portion of the proceods goes to the

Q: The last two drives of the game
offensively, Joe Montgomery comos in
and you pound it four or five plays in a
row and you have about five minutes to
go. Did you think about maybe going to
play-action? And then on the last drive
with about 1:30 left you had the ball on
the 15.vard line, was there considera-
tion after throwing it exclusively to go
to play-action?

COOPER: “Well, that's real good
second-guessing. Looking back now, |
wish [ would have done that because
what we did didn't work. Obviously we
thought about it, but we didnt have
any timeouta left at the end of the ball
pame. We thought about running a
sweep because they were blitzing
everybody. 1 thought about a draw play
even.

“But we thought we could get the
ball to esither David (Boston) or Dee
Miller, and we had gone right down the
field throwing the football, The series
before, we made a decision that, hey,
let's pound at them, and with fourth
down and a half-yard to go we run our
base play and they stuff us, so that's a
case where we didn't do a very good job
of handling them up front.”

Q: What was the defensive mix-up
whoen Randy (Homa) was coming off the
field and Clinton (Wayne) was coming
on and you had to take a timeout?

COOPER: “We went with the goal-
line defense and we thought we had 12
people on the field and we did not. That
was our mistake,”

= = OHIO STATE 68: = =
ALL THE WAY TO THE TOP

Q: Did they blitz that much from
what you had seen?

COOPER: "No. They had blitzed
some Lhis year, but not as much as they
did today. It's a situation where if they
blitz and you pick it up, they don't blitz
anymore. Obviously theyre well
conched and they're going to keep doing
that

"Sometimes we didn't make the
right adjustments, somotimes we didn't
throw the right pass. You know, give
them credit.”

Q: Was Joe (Germaine) shaken up at
all? It looked like he was over on the
sideline rubbing his head at one point.

COOPER: “I did not notice if he was
shaken up or not. | didn't see him take
any real hard shots. He could have
been, but | didn't think he was during
the game,”

Q: The irony of throwing for 300
yards four straight games and today
they throw for 300 yards, can you talk
nbout that?

COOPER: “They madoe plays and
wio didn't, Whon we were blitzing them,
they were throwing the ball down the
field, and their wideouts made great
plays agoinst our defensive backs
today.

“It seemed like we didn't have the
ball at all in the third quarter, We make
the interception for the touchdown and
the next series I think the ball hit us in
the back and they got the ball., Our
defense was on the field almost the
entire third quarter, yet we were lead-

h
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All the Way to the Top has been
released in a special leatherbound
edition, limited to only 500 copies
and signed by cight All-Americans
from the 68 team: Mike
Sensibaugh, Jim Otis, Jim
Stillwagon, Mike Polaski, Dave
Foley, Rex Kern, Ted Provost,
and Jack Tatum. Also also signed
by authors Steve Greenberg and
Larry Zelina. Limited edition only
available by calling 1-800-327-5557.

Limited edition—$129.95* [0

Ann and Woody Hayes Foundation.

To Order, Call 1-800-327-5557

Sports Publishing Inc. 804 N. Neil St. Champaign IL 61820

*add $5.00 Shipping for first book
and §1,00 for each addl. book

www.SportsPublishinginc.com
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ing in the ball gnme

“The key play in the ball game, obvi-
ously, was when Joe Germaine fumbled
the football there on the third-down
play, and we were lucky they didn't pick
the ball up and run it for a touchdown.
I think Tyson Walter made o nice play
and they end up kicking a field goal,
and now we've got to score o touchdown
to win the game and we weren't able to
do that.”

Q: How impressed were you with
their offensive line?

COOPER: "] thought their offensive
line did n protty good job inside. We
couldn't rush thoem inside, and
thought they did a good job of protect-
ing the quarterback inside. They mixed
it up, they got their quarterback out-
mide quite a bit and ran some plays
where they got the ball outside.”

Q: Was any of their success today
related at all to them making drastic
changes in anything you did not
expect?

COOPER: "Ng, 1 don't think so.
They didn't do anything we didn't
expoct.”

Q: Did you see (Julian) Peterson
that much, 987 Had he shown up that
much in scout films you had seen? It
seemed he made play after play.

COOPER: “Today he probably
played his best ball game. Their best
lineman (Robaire Smith) got hurt early
in the ball game and went out, and
sometimes that'll fire you up.

“Again, we let them live tho long.

Originally Published: Nov. 14, 1998

OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN STATE :

Instead of putting them away when we
had some opportunities, we let them
live, and of course it eaught up to us.”

Q: What are your thoughts on their
defense?

COOPER: *] thought their defense
did a good job. Again, they kept us off-
balance. They did a lot of blitzing and
we did not execute as well today as we
i A ——
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some good practice sessions this weok. 1
don't think it had anything to do with
lack of preparation or lack of practice or
anything like that, We just didn't make
plays.”

have in past ball games.”

Q: Did you sensge any of this coming
at all in practice this week, or were you
sharp in practice?

COOPER: “No, | thought we had
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