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Buckeyes Prepare
For Rose Bowl Test
With Arizona State

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Its national championship hopes all
but dashed after a regular season-end-

ing loss to Michigan, the Ohio State .

football team is preasing ahead in
preparation f{or its Jan. 1 Rose Bowl
date with
Arizona State
That's good,
because the No
2-ranked Sun
Devils (11-0) will
be gunning for a
shot at the
national champi-
onship if they
can secure a win
aver the
Buckeyes (10-1),
“We're trying
to forget about
Michigan and
Just practice
hard for the Rose
Bowl,” said OSU
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* 0SU defensive
end Mike Vrabel
leaving with sack
mark (Pages 10-
1)

* Arizona State

ﬁ\

junior  tailback playing for national
Pepe Pearson title (Pages 18-19)
about the team's * Rex Kern,
mood just weeks  Archie Griffin dis-
after the 13-9 oues their Rose
loss to Michigan gowi axpariences

on Nov. 23

Arizonn State
stormed through
the Pac-10 unbeaten, but stands one
notch below ACC champion Florida
State (11-0) in both major college foot-
ball polls. The Seminoles will face No. 3
Florida (11-1) in the Sugar Bowl on Jan.
2 in a rematch of their Nov. 30 show-
down

ASU coach Bruce Snyder likes the
way his team has come together, practi-
cally stifling ita lost four Pac-10 oppo-
nents in wrapping up the school's see-
ond-ever Rose Bowl berth

“I've not seen anybody play better
than us,” Snyder said at a news confer-
ence for the Rose Bowl coaches. “There
might be teams as talented or more tal-
ented, but this team is playing so well
together, fita so well together

“I think we're playing well enough to
be national champions.®

Snyder and the Sun Devils have
resigned themselves to the foct that if
Florida State¢ beats Florida again, the

(Pages 27-28)

COURTESY TOURMAMINT OF ROMS

THE GRANDDADDY OF "EM ALL — This was the scene Jan, 1, 1985, as Ohio State opposed Southern
California in the Rose Bowl. The Buckeyes will make their first trip to Pasadena in 12 seasons when
they tackle Arizona State on Jan. 1, 1997,

outcome of the Rose Bowl may be acad-
emic in selecting this season’s national
champion.

“l think that who goes in (to their
bowl) No. 1, and wins their bowl, should
be No. 1," he said.

Different scenarios have played out
in the past: In 1991, Orange Bowl cham-
pion Miami (Fla) topped the AP poll
and Rose Bowl champion Washington
headed the USA Today/CNN coaches
poll. But two years ago, Nebraska won
bath polls with an Orange Bowl win,
while unbeaten Penn State finished No,
2 after dusting Oregon in the Rose.

0SU coach John Cooper, who said he
voted ASU No. 1, believes if the Sun
Devils win, they deserve better than the
fate Penn State got in 1994,

“If they win this game, they should
at least share the national champi-
onship,” Cooper said. “All you can do is
win all your games.”

Cooper, though, is in no way conced-

ing that outcome.

Rather, he still believes hia fourth-
ranked Buckeyes could squeeze through
the back door to the championship with
an impressive win over ASU and a
Florida win over FSU.

"1 feel like if somebody knocks off
Florida State and we're fortunate
enough to win the (Rose Bowl) game, we
should have a share of the national
championship,” Cooper said. “If that
happens, there's not going to be any
undefeated teams,”

As the Buckeyes reconvened for prac-
tice Dec. 2, they were still shaking off
the effects of their loss to Michigan. Yet,
they feel they will have no problem get-
ting up to play the Rose Bowl — OSU's
first appearance in the Granddaddy of
"Exm All since Jan, 1, 1985,

“They probably do have more to play

Continued On Page 6

BSB To Return
After Rose Bowl

This is the only issue of
Buckeye Sports Bulletin
scheduled for the month of
December,

BSB will return with the
Jan. 11 issue. That issue
will contain full coverage
of Ohio State's Rose Bowl
trip.

That issue, scheduled to
be mailed on Jan. 7, will be
the first of 10 consecutive
weekly issues planned for
basketball season.
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Lot At Stake At Rose Bowl

If I have fielded one of these calls in the last
throe woeks, I've Gelded 100 of them:

“What's the mood like there in Columbus?™

Well, out-of-towner, with each passing day,
the sting of Ohio State's season-ending loss to
Michigan has subsided and the community
soomas to be leoking forward to the Rose Bowl.

It has probably helped the healing process
quite a bit that Florida lest to Florida State
and Nebraska lost to Texas in the Big 12 title
game. Those two losses, suffered by arguably
the nation’s two toughest teams all year, illus-
trate just how difficult it is to “run the table.”

It is no sure bet that OSU would have
moved into the top spot anyway after FSU
knocked off Florida, Many voters would have
elevated the Seminoles to the top spot.

It seems like a broken record, but every
yoar in this Decemnber isaus [ write things like,
“This program is at o crossroads,” and, "This
bowl game would be a chance to take things to
a hugher level”

I think both of those things are trué again
this year,

Evieti with a win aver No. 2 Arizona State
in the Rose Bowl, Ohio State probably does
not have much of 4 chance at the national
championship. Ater all, No. 1 Florida State
will play Ne. 3 Florida in the Sugar Bowl. If
FSU wins, they will probably win the nation-
al title, regardless of the Rose Bowl result

I Florida returns the favor and beats FSU
and the Buckeyes beat ASU, many voters will
be inclined o put the Gators back at No. 1.
Some will vote for OSU, but probably not
enough to make the Buckeyes national champi-
one

Still, there is a lot to play for. Let me detail
it here

* The OSU seniors can still go out as the
winningest group in school history with a win
They stand on 40 victories now.

* Awin in the Rose Bowl would be Ghio
State’s first since 1974, It would also be the
schoal’s sixth Rose Bowl win — an impressive
feat whether unbeaten or not.

* And there is the matter of John Cooper’s
less-than-steliar OSU bowl record, 1-6. A win
here would get a lot of people off Coop's back
(untd next October, at least) and help legit-
imize his tenure at OSU. Alter all, his prede-
cessor, Earle Bruce, never won a Rose Bowl in
two tries, yet is held in high regard by many
OSU fans

As for as the game goes, | think this will shape
up to be a great match-up betwoen ASU quarter-
back Jake “The Snake” Plummer wud his olfense
aguinst OSUs stingy defonse, Bocause of the
gambling tendencies on both sides of the foot-
ball, this match-up will be a treat,

ASU boasts nice yardage averages on
defense, but if the Buckeyes can get back an
track offensively they should be able to put
some points on the scoreboard. Sure, the Sun
Devils shut out Nebraskn, but their season
can be divided almost down the middle: They
allowed 34 points in winning their first four
Pac-10 games, but just 11 points a game in the
stretch run as they began smelling the roses.

Which ASU defense will show up in
Pasadena?

And the other thing is, regardless of which
defense shows up, the current Sun Devils
have never played in a bowl game. OSU's vet.
eran toam has played a bowl each of the last
three seasons, and that should be an edge for
the Buckeyes
., One more stat o pander; Cooper is 10 in
the Rose Bowl. As my prediction on page 19
illustrates, he remans perfect — at Jeast in
Pasadena

More Random Thoughts

® Same award talk
I can’t believe Damon Moore wasn't
named first-team All-Big Ten. He had a

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
with
Steve Helwagen

great year from this vantage point.

Also, some All-American teams are niss-
ing Shawn Springs. As the Fabulous Sports
Babe would say, “What's that all about™

Keep an eye out for Orlando Pace to win
the Chicago THbune's coveted Silver Football
as the Big Ten's most valuable player —
unless they go with hometown boy Darnell
Autry of Northwestern.

Pace won't get the Heisman, though
Florida's Danny WuerfTel gets my vote
Consider: Alabama had allowed five touch-
down passes oll year until Wuerffel victim-
ized the Tide for six in the SEC title game
Wow!

I got my ballot for Big Ten coach of the year
and had to use process of elimination to pick
my winner. Four of them — Jim Wacker, Jim
Colletto (nice job landing with Notre Dame),
Bill Mallory and Lou Tepper — lost their jobs.
Four more had inexcusable losses —
Northwestern'’s Gary Barnett to Wake Forest,
[Bwa's Hayden Fry to Tulsa, Michigan's Lloyd
Carr to Purdue and Wisconsin's Barry Alvarez
to Northwestern.

That leaves Cooper, Penn State’s Joeo
Pawrmo and Michagan State’s Nick Saban
Coop got my vote for landing the Ross Bawl
lat long last), followed by Paterno (nice
regrouping effort) and Saban (good conference
showing).

* Too much has been made of OSU's quar-
terback controversy. It makes me physically ill
when | hear people accuse the conches of
racism in starting Joo Germaine against
Michigan

1 lobbied in this forum in mid-November
for Germaine to get the nod strictly and solely
because he had surpassed Stanley Jackson in
effectivencss. Somewhere since the lowa
game, Jackson lost his confidence — if not his
patience with the platoon situation — and
hasn't been the same. I hope he can get back
in the groove and, when given the chance
against ASU, produce again.

But for anyone to charge rocism — which a
unfversity professor and a number of radio talk
show callers have — s completely ludicrous.
The change was made to give OSU the best
chance to win the game and for no other reason.

Germaine earmed the start. What's more,
this is 1896 — nearly 2000. Why do people
still harbor racist feelings? Get over it.

1 know Jackson, for one, was embarrassed
to be the focal point of this mess. Ho resents
being called “a black quarterback.” He's just a
quarterback.

* Now that we've closed the racism case,
we still have a slight QB controversy. Who will
start the Rose Bowl?

As of press time, the OSU staff had not
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committed to a starter. The smart money is
probably on Germaine,

The darn thing is this quarterback uncer-
tainty is going to rage at OSU for ot least the
next couple of years. Mark Gareia, back from
knee surgery, is wowing people with his pow-
erful arm in practice. Some insiders maintain
he would have started if healthy, This spring,
hell join the fray.

In the fall, freshmen Austin Mohsrman and
David Priestley figure to join the hunt, though
they will almost certainly be redshirted.

* Speaking of 1997, our insiders have
uncovired some possible position moves for
next year.

With fullback still posing a problem and
plenty of safeties and linebackers in the
pipeline, there’s a chance Mike Burden might
move to fullback.

There are a lot of pluses to that scenario.
Burden was a 1,000-yard rusher as a feature
back in high school. Plus, he loves to hit. Looks
like a great fit.

Burden can leave safety because Moore
retums at the strong spot and Che Bryant
logkes like the heir apparent at free,

Mz, Versatile, Michael Wiley, could find a
home st cornerback, where the Buckeyes will
lose Ty Howard and probably Springs
Antoine Winfield and Gary Berry could also
be in the mix as cover men, although Berry's
position will be sorted out after spring experi-
mentation,

Tackle Eric Gohlstin could be headed to
center, where he filled in nicely sarly this year,

Whats more, the Buckeyes are working on
another good recruiting class, They figure to
take six or seven versatile players in this class
with, honostly, no preconceived notion of
where they will play until they begin practic-

ing.

* A lot has been made about Joe Hollis —
his play calling and his jump to Arkansas
State

If he leaves it lookes lke Walt Harris would
be elevated to offensive coordinator. Short of
findimgesdad coaching job or an NFL spot
like Lovie Smith did last year, Harnis isn't
gring to make a lateral move to another col
lege program. After all, why would he uproot
und leave ane of the nation's top five programs
when things are going this good?

1 hope, though, that tackles and tight ends
coach Mike Jacobs also gets a look for the
coordinator spot. Jacobs presided over two
national title runs s coordinator at West
Virginia.

Dan't underestimate the amount of input
he has had with the Buckeyes

* Now, about the basketball schedule (and
the fact fow are attending these games) . . .

$17.50 for Long Island U. is tough — as
exhibited by the 4,000 empty seats on a
Saturday night, although 11,153 was the
“announced” crowd.

Hey, how about a common sense deal like
tiered pricing: 810 for the Long lalands, $15
for the George Masons and $20 for the
Indinnas and Michigans?

= 43 i =] O
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Buckeyes Must Regroup To Face Sun Devils

Continued From Page 1

i -‘tﬂ\\'l T
t to do
you we're going to

¢ got things to play

Damon Moare
1 chance tor

the Buckeyes to apoil ASU's perfect sea-
son. But there’s more to it than that, he
says

I'm not going to state it by sayving
we're trying to ruin their (season),” he
paid. “We are trnng to win the ball
game and if that's what happens, that's
what happens.”

Cooper loaked incredulously at ques-
tioners who were concerned about
0O5U's motivation

Devils team can play, Cooper said

“They're u wood football team,” he
said, "You don't 1e Rose Bowl
unless you'ru a re prob.
ably the best team we've seen this year
| voted them No. 1

In years pust, ASU played the part of
Pac-10 also-ran well. The Sun Dewils
would come close, but never close the
doal

That changed this yepr under
Snvd fimshang his fifth year in
Tempe With  quarterback Jake
Plummer essentially willing ASU to vie-
tory, the Sun Devils survived tight
scrupes with Washington, UCLA and
USC in the conference and blanked

"You guys have got to be out of your

oo defending national champion Nebraska

mand,” Cooper said. “Why would you be RECAPTURE THE FEELING — A teary-eyed Orlando Pace is pic- to claim !hﬂlf position at — or near —
concerned about getting up for the Roge  tured holding up a rose after OSU’s Rose Bowl-clinching win over the top of the palls

Bow! . ) Indiana on Nov. 16. The Buckeyes lost their unbeaten season to
If they're not ready to play 1o a Hose  Michigan a week later but still will play in the Rose Bowl Jan. 1.

Bowl, they shouldn’t be playing major
colloge football. | mean, how many Rose
Bowls do vou ge

Anizona State to a 22-15 triumph over  more people watch it on TV, it's in the

Michigan in the 1987 Rose Bowl biggest stadium

It's the best bowl game I've ever
to play in, lor goodness  been involved with,” he said. “It's the
sake™ biggest and most people say it's the best.

For one, Cooper 11 excited to get back  Most people are envious of the Rose
to Pasadena, where, wonically, he led Bowl. It used to pay the most money,

About These Sun Devils

A quick perusal of the Arizona State
media guide shows that the Sun Devils  passer, was a Heisman finalist this year
haven't enjoyed much postseason suc- In his last 16 games as a starter, he has
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“They find ways to win,” Cooper said
“You watch the UCLA game and you
wonder, ‘How in the hell did they ever

“I think it's probably the most presti. come back to win this game?' but they
gious bowl game you can play in."

came back and won, That Seuthern Cal
game goes into overtime. Plummer just
finds ways to win."

Plummer, ASU's all-time leading

31 touchdown passes against just 11
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interceptions

“The pecple on the
West Coast tell me that
he will have bad plays,
but does not have bad
games,” Cooper said.

Plummer is confi-
dent Arizona State will
sidestep the Buckeyes
and claim at least a
piece of the national
title.

“We've got to go oul
and take care of Ohio
State and do what we
can to win that game,”
he said. "If it's left up to

contend with OSU%s
blitzing defense which
finished second in the
nation in  scoring,
allowing just 104
points per game.

“We saw that from a
few different teams,”
Plummer said of OSU's
pressure defense. “If
we're prepared and
ready and our guys are
reading them right and
picking up the blitzes,
we've been able to do
pretty well against it.
“But when they bring

the poll people, regard-
less of how it comes out, | know going
undefeated any time in college football
with our schedule, we ecan say we're
national champs even if we didn't got
that vote

“Heally, I'm not that worried about
that. We have to go out and win the
game.”

He knows, however, he will have to
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: more than we can han-
dle, you have to get into the right play.

“Ohio State's got a good defense.
They bring them from everywhere. We
like the challenge. It's going to be a lot of
fun,” he said.

Snyder is not comfortable lobbying
for the No, 1 spot. He recognizes it's hard
for an upstart contender like Arizona
State to match pell votes with a perenni-
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al powerhouse like Florida State.

“We have not won consistently over a
long period and we weren't going to start
very high,” he said, recalling that the Sun
Devils began the year at No, 20 in the
Associnted Press pall,

“We did beat Washington early, then
Nebraska and that sent shock waves
across the country. We knew we were
going to jump some, although I'm sure a
lot of people were still skeptics, thought
that it was just a blip.”

Winning the Rose Bowl but not the
national championship would not be a
source for depression, Snyder said.

"Heck no,” he said. “I'm proud as I can
be being 11.0. And if we're fortunate
enough to be 12-0, I know we're going to
receive one vote, mine. And I'm going to
be happy and I'm going to celebrate that
night.”

Michigan Malaise Lingers

Try as they might, the Buckeyes had
lingering thoughts about what might
have been if only they had beaten
Michigan.
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It could be OSU sitting in the top spot
and with the inside track to the school’s
first national championship in 28 years if
only it had beaten Michigan.

“It's hard to forget about them, but I
really don't want to talk about the
Michigan game,” Pearson said.

When pressed further, Pearson
revealed it's hard to escape the subject
Even going home for Thanksgiving pro-
vided little comfort.

“I'm not really down,” he said, speak-
ing in hushed tones, “It's just that you go
home after The Game and you get asked
questions every day, every day, every day.
You just don't know what it's like until
you're an athlete and you play for Ohio
State.

“But you've just got to deal with it
Everybody was down, but you've got to
get over it and concentrate on playing
your best game in the Rose Bow].”

Pearson said OSU would use the loss
as an instructional tool as well as motiva-
tion to finish the season on a high note

“By losing, welll learn from what we
need to do,” he said. “Everybody wants to
win, but sometimes a loss helps you get
better as a team. Maybe that will help us
with this game.

“The most important thing is to focus on
Arizona State and try to win the Rose Bowl
I think if we can do that, we can look back
and say this was o successful season”

Recent  history shown the
Buckeyes havent played well in bowl
games, losing six of seven since Cooper
arrived in 1988

A year ago, OSU sulered a similarly
deflating loss at Michigan and then sleep-
walked its way to a loss to Tennessee in
the Citrus Bowl.

The players vow, though, this year will
be different

“We're going to get better,” Moore said
"We're not going to let the Michigan game
affect us,

*This isn't like last year — we're not
going to let two or three people walk all
over us. We're not going to end up with
two.losses in a row.”

Moore agrees that Michigan essential-
ly robbed OSU of its national champi-
onship dream, but there is still a lot
worth playing for.

“I'd be lying if I said ‘No, it didn't hust,’
bocause that game did take away a lot,”
he said. “We probably would have been
more excited, but don't get me wrong —
we are excited about the Rose Bowl

“And we're not just excited about
going there. We want to win it.”

has
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OHIO STATE VS. ARIZONA STATE

Originally Published: December 1996

Arizona State Guns For Ti

Sun Devils Bask In Rose Bowl Glow

By STEVE HELWAGEN

Huckeye Sports Bulletin Editor

Opportunities like the one Arizona
State has on Jan. 1 in the Rose Bowl
don't come along too often

That's why ASU coach Bruce Snyder
intends on savoring this expeni :

“It might truly be u once in a lifetime
experience to go undeleated into a Jan
1 bowl, ranked second and having an
opportunity for No. 1, Snyder said as
his Sun Devils (11-0) prepare to tackle
fourth-rated Ohio State (10-1) in the
Rose Bow]

Prior to the senson, Arizona State
figured to contend with defending Rose
Bowl champion USC for the Pac-10
title

But after the Sun Devils opened with
i September To Remember, beating
Washington and top-ranked Nebraska,
ASU and quarterback Jake Plummer
became household numes.

“Coing into this whole season, the
most important game was the
Washington game and getting that first
victory,” Plummer said of ASU's 45-42
season-opening victory

*Then, we looked ut that third game
and Nebroska was No 1. It was a great
opportunity for this program

“With the way we played them down
there last year (a 77-28 loss), we knew
we could do some good things. Plus,
with the improvement of our defense,
we were able to do some real good
things as far as shutting them down,”
he said

ASU forced three Nebraska safeties,
and with Plummer throwing for 292
vards and a touchdown, the Sun Devils
shocked the two-time defending nation-
al champions 19-0.

As the win resonated across the
country, it served to lilt an ASU pro-

gram seemingly stuck on 6-5, finishing
with that mark four of the last five
years

“That gave us confidence, put us up
to the top of the country (in the polls)
and we were able to carry that momen-
tum out,” Plummer said

ASU followed a bumpy, though
thrilling, path to Pasadena — including
one previous stop there, The Sun Devils
rallied from 21 points down to defeat
UCLA 42-34 in the Rose Bowl. A week
later, £ needed two overtimes to dis-
patch USC 48-35

“We knew we were going to jump
some, although I'm sure a lot of people
were still skeptics, that it was just a
blip,” Snyder said as his team paraded
through the Pac-10

The Sun Devils clinched the confer-
ence title with a 35-7 win over Cal and,
just for good measure, went to Tucson
and crushed archrival Arizona 56-14

As previously unbeaten powers
Florida and Ohio State dropped key
games, Arizona State rose to No. 2 in
the country behind unbeaten Florida
State.

Snyder's happy to be there, but he's
not necessarily content: He is bucking
to be No 1.

“I've not seen anybody play better
thon us,” he said. *There might be
teams as talented or more talented, but
this team is playing so well together,
fits so well together.

“I think we're playing well enough to
be national champions.®

They Have Plummer And . . .

Plummer, prefiled on page 22 of this
edition of BSB, is ASU's cocksure
leader. He stands as the school's career
passing leader and is among the top
candidates for this year's Heisman
Trophy.

Since Arizona State hasn't been a

COURTESY SCOTT TROVAND WA DNA 5 TATT LWWERSTY
ROQUE EXCELS — Arizona State senior offensive tackle Juan
Roque was one of the main building blocks in the Sun Devils' per-
fect 11-0 season. Roque helped pave the way for tailback Terry
Battle to enjoy a 1,000-yard rushing season.
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major player on the national scene in
recent yoars — Lhis will be only the sec
ond Hose B appearance by ASU and
the st bow] of any kind in
nine yoars publicity 1= just now find.
16 Tempe campus and ASU players
i than Plummer,

One of them, massive 319.pound left
tockle Juan Roque, was a finalist for the
Lombardi Award. Roque, a sure-fire All-
srican at tockle alongside Lombardi
Orlando Pace of Ohio State, has
yme into his own

All other lef ckles
shadow,” Snvder said

Diviy 1 Poole,

leads the

school's |

Ami

stand in Juan's

a 6-2 senior,

g corps. He caught 46

passex for 857 yards nnd 11 TDs this
senson, He is a Biletnikof Award eandi-
late after nea jumping to the NFL a
year ¢ I|'I.I

Othe Plummer, Roque and

le ASU hos kind of a no-

were not o Rose Bowl
1l ranking or a Lombardi or
but to go from where we
wore two years ago (3-8) and to jump
like did, I have a tremendous
amount of pride for what these plavers
have accomplished,” Snyder said
One of ASU's true up-and-comers is
junior toilback Terry Battle, He began
the yenr as the No. 3 tailback, but ended
up as the Sun Devils' lending rusher
with 1,043 yards and 18 touchdowns on
160 earries. He also returned o pair of
kicks for scores this year.
Poole is complemented by sophomore
Lenzie Jackson at the other receiver
spot and senior Steve Bush ot tight end

there

Oor o natiaon
n Heismon,

SAVE
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OHIO STATE VS, ARIZONA ST,

Roque is one of three
senijors on the offensive line
He is joined up front by class-
mates Kirk Robinson at cen-
ter and 308-pounder Pat
Thompson at right guard

The clusive Plummer may
cover for some of the line's
deficiencies at times, though

ASU allowed nearly three
sncks a game this year.
Bruce
Defense Staunch
Against Run
The Arizona State defense has the
hutout of usually high-scoring

weaska to hang its hat on. But it
must be pointed ovt that the 'Huskers
are heavily tilted to the run, and stop-
ping that is ASU's forte

The Sun Devils allowed opponents
just 98 yvards a game rushing

The big name up front 18 jumor
defensive end Derrick Rodgers, a 6.2,
222-pounder who tallied 12 sacks and
an whopping 23 tockles-for-loss this
year.

While Rodgers may be a little light
for a line spot, his line mates make vp
for it. He's Noanked by 6-8, 278
pounder Brent Burnstein on the other
end and Shawn Swayda (276 pounds)
and Albrey Battle (285) at the tackle
apots

Senior inside linebacker Scott Yon
der Ahe was a Butkus Award candidate
— rightfully so — accumulating a team-
high 106 tackles

Junior linebacker Pat Tillman is o
solid contributor with 91 stops and four
interceptions

with
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The Numbers Game
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Game 12: Ohio State vs. Arizona State

Game Data
* Date, Time: Wed., Jan. 1, 5 p.m. (EST) !
« Logation: The Rose Bowl (Capacity, 104,091; Surface, grass); Pasadena, Calif.
* TV: ABC (National); WSYX-TV (Ch, 6) Columbus

About Arizona State

* Record, ranking: 11-0 overall; 8-0 Pac-10; second in AP poll.

* Squad Information: Offensive Formation — | & Split Back: Defensive
Formation — Multiple; Starters Returning — Offense 10, Defense 9, Kickers 1,

* Leading Players: Quarterback Jake Plummer (179 of 313, 2,575 yards, 23 TDs,
9 INTs); tailback Terry Battle (160 carries, 1,043 yards, 20 TDs); tailback Michael
Martin (95 carries, 475 yards); wide receiver Keith Poole (46 catches, B57 yards),

wide receiver Lenzie Jackson (36 catches, 505 yards); tight end Steve Bush (22

catches, 263 yards); defensive end Derrick Rodgers (12 sacks, 23 tackles-forloss).

« Hoad Coach: Bruce Snyder (fifth year at ASU, 32-23; 17th year overall, 100-
84.5).

 Serles History: OSU leads series 1-0 (OSU won 38-21 in 1980).

« Arizona State Schedule: Sept. 7, Washington, W 45-42; Sept. 14, N.Texas ,
W 52.7: Sept. 21, Nebraska, W 12-0; Sept. 28, Oregon, W 48-27; Oct, 5, Boise
State, W 56-7;: Oct, 12, at UCLA, W 42-34; Oct, 19, USC, W 4B8-35 (2 OT): Oct.
26, at Stanford, W 41-9; Nov. 2, at Oregon State, W 29-14; Nov. 9, California, W
35.7: Nov. 23, at Arizona, W 56-14,

+ School Facts: Loeation — Tempe, Ariz.; Enroliment — 42,626; Nickname —
Sun Devils: Colors — Maroon and Gold: Conference — Pac-10; Stadlum — Sun
Devil Stadium (Capacity, 73,656)

Projected Depth Charts

OHID STATE OFFENSE ARIZONA STATE DEFENSE
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How We See It
05U RUSH OFFENSE vs. ARIZONA STATE RUSH DEFENSE
it mignt seem ilke Ohio State is wedded to the run — even when it isn't working — bul, despite
leading the league in rushing, that might not be b sound strategy against the Sun Devils, who aliow
98 yards per contest on the ground, Derrick Rodgers is a hungry end and can play the pass and
run equally well, He's sort of ASU's Mike Vrabel. Safety Damien Richardson is decent in run sup
port and the linebackers are S1oul, S0 the bast plan of attack might be for Pepe Paarson Lo fol
low big No. 75 around end. EDGE: EVEN
ARIZONA STATE RUSH OFFENSE vs. OSU RUSH DEFENSE
Tha Sun Devils are primavily a passing team, but that d0esn’L mean the Bucks can load up 10
stop Jake Plummer and his perial assault. Terry Battle, who started the yoar as third-string taik
back, has rambled his way up the depth chart and over opponents (1,043 yards and 18 TDs).
Plummer isa't a bad runner, either, so OSU will have to keep containment. ASU's offensive line
is good. paving Ihe way for naarty 250 yards per game. Juan Roque, the largest lineman in the
Pac-10, is nearly 85 £o0d as Pace and center Kirk Robertson Is solid, The Buckeyes need 10 close
of( Bottie's running fanes, which are usually between guara and center. That puts the onus on
Luke Fickell ang Winfield Gamett. EDGE: OHIO STATE
0SU PASS OFFENSE vs. ARIZONA STATE PASS DEFENSE
ASU is usually easy pickings when teams decide to air it out, but against the Buckeyes the
Dendls mignt just be successtul, OSU’s throwing game has gone downhill since midseason, with
predictable routes, quarterbacks locking onto one guy Bn0 MISSING open recavers. Thi pass
blocking hasn't been bad, so all Stan Jackson and Jo# Germaine need is a Ittie confidence, ASU
is led by safety Mitchell *Fright Night™ Freecman, known for his teethratiling hits, Wnen Rodgers
lines up over Pace, It's @ war worth watching. EDGE: EVEN
ARIZONA STATE PASS OFFENSE vs. OSU PASS DEFENSE
This will be where the game Is won ¢ 108, If the Buckeyes give Plummor as much tme as
they gave Brian Grase, it's curtains. Plummer can beat you by himsell, but ne Coesn’t have to
with speedster Haith Poole and shifty Lanrie Jackson at his disposal. Tight ena Steve Bush nas
soft hands and isn't afraid to block, ASU has allowed 32 sacks, but some of that is whan Plummer
leaves the pocket. It OSU gets to him early, there's o small chance he'll get rattied. The Mike
Vrabelagainst-Roque matchup couls be the key o that scenano, More likely the Buckeyes will
have to got a few picks lo shake his confidence. Matched up with Poale, Shiswn Sprngs mignt get
that elusive pick he's been walting all year for, EDGE: ARIZONA STATE
SPECIAL TEAMS
Battle nas been dangerous Bs a kick returner, and J.R. Redmond |8 slippery Dringing back
punts. ASU has ong of the nation's best return units. 50 05U will have 1o stay in its lanes 10 Bvoi0
8 big runback. Punter Lance Anderson has o big leg and has put 14 punis insige the 20. 05U
Iikas to bring tha house, but Anderson hasn't had one blocked yot. Wicker Robert Nycz has missed
just four fleld goals, so if the Buckoyes don't block o kick, thafe isn’t much chance of winning this
fight EDGE: ARIZONA STATE
INTANGIBLES
This should be interesting: ASU has one eye on the national championship and the Buckeyes,
traditionsl sad-sacks in the postseason, oré playing for recemption. Ang they ¢o it against the
team that sent John Cooper 1o Columbus. There ore sUll plenty of hurt feelings stemming from
Michigan, but the Buckeyds naed 1o put that in the past. Plummer might be the wild card here
because he has the confidence to bring his team back from almost any deficit. There's no ghort.
nga of confidence on the ASU side, Ohio State hasn't been 1o Pasadena for 12 years, so thera's
8 good shot al showing well, EDGE: ARIZONA STATE
OUR PREDICTIONS
Steve Helwagon (10-1): Corventional wisgdom says Arizona State joins the long list that left
of l 1ast year with Tennassee and the yoar bafore with Alabama, Howewver, it's just not that cut and
dried, Arizonn State squashed Nebraska, but that was ¢ong ago. Sure, OSU lost to Michigan, but
ASLU probably should have Iost both the UCLA ang USC games, | think the OSU defense finds a
waty 10 Stop the elusive Plummer. We're probably looking st a cefensive struggie that somehow
goes OSU's way at the ena on a Josh Jockson field goal. Basides. | thought it would only be sport:
ing of me to pick the Bueks and give Jefl and Mike a chance to cateh me, Ohlo State 17-14
Jeli Rapp {9-2); I'd like 10 tell you the Buckeyes will trek west with the same goforbroke man.
tality that made them look like a dominant team a1 Notre Dame, I'd like say we'll See Michsel
Wiley make an impact in his home state, that Pearson will piece togetner two big halves, that the
offensive ling will again bring the syrup and butter, 1'd like (0 guarantes the defense will complately
ruffle Plummer, that ASU hasn't playea o real college powar in months and that this Devils dos-
tiny swit is » bunch of hooey. | Gan'L And | can't be assured the Buckayes will iiva thind Noarts
in it or that the coachas will aliow this team of committed feilows 10 just hine fun and play foot:
ball, History just won't allow it Arizona State 2417
Mike Wachsman (9-2): | might be one of the few living, breathing soUls who think Ohio State
has a chance in this game. And it does. The Sun Devils aren’t more 1alented. 1op 1o bottom, than
the Buckeyes, They have a litie more 1o play for, maybe, but that's about it. Should OSU's bran
trust realize its gaffe from Michigan and onte again gecide L0 spread the weaklh — as it did eady
In the season — the Buckeyes could be a genuinely tOUgh team, espacially if the QBs are click-
ing. Use every wedpan in your arsenal, coaches. You're more Iikely 10 score @ Nt that way. This
one hins @ chance 1o be the best of the Jon, 1 bowis. Arizona State 21-20
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OHIO STATE VS. ARIZONA STATE

Snake Good Nickname For Elusive Plummer

or | want to get out of there, | have guys
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By STEVE HELWAGEN

Buckeye Sports Bulletin Editor
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the comparisen  said of his Heisman Trophy and fi.w»'\'
the former Alabi and Oaklan O'Brien Award candidate
Raiders great Stabler are appropriat We all should just be enjoying this guy,

& |u|||m| r has puided Anzo At ot Anzona State but everybody in

0 s foothall should be He's o heck of a
fo ver. His team loves him. He
luve am. Hes what its all about,”
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starter since mydway through

wan year in 1993, Plummer real-
Iy began to find his stride toward the end
din  of last season. He helped ASU
over ranked powers Oregon and

he Sun Devils de to late-sea-

their come-lrom-behind SO0 Wins

UCLA UCLA. games that served as building
Any time you can be o guy whois con-  blocks for this year’s Pac-10 championship

wered o ploy- r, that's a compli-  season

ment,” Plummer said. "I [ get hoppy leet In fact, over lus last 16 games —

mcluding the final five of last
Plummer has 31 touchdowns aguinst just
11 interceptions

Yet his style could be described best as
freewheeling. Like o snake, he 15 hard to
pin down behind the line of secrimmage

"He's sick and crazy.” Poole said of his
guarterback. 1 told him to quit running
around back there and throw the ball.”

Plummer looks at things differently, to
say the least

"1 pride mysell on having the ability
to make something out of nothing,” he
soid. "It's gotten us out of some situa-
tiong when things weren’t looking that
food.”

One of Plummer's best
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terback Jake Plummer will graduate from ASU
with the school's career lead in passing vardage
and touchdowns, He, along with OSU's Orlando |,
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Anzong States legiti-
micy, He picked the
Sun Devils to fail at
Various point
Pac-10 run

He does his job
J

in their

and he \Ic-.--:'.l do a
good job at it,
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reall
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1 1o be
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made him look
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Pace, was one of four Heisman finalists this ‘Hopefully,  he'll

year, pick Ohio State so we
an do it again to him.'

say, is his ability to put the bad plays g - X

say, is his ability to put the bad pla » On an Axsoclated - Press. poll voter

behind him. That, in fact, 1s a trademark
of Snyder’s coaching style

“I've had four different (pasition) coach-
e in four years and I've learned a lot from
them,” Pluminer said. "The main thing |
lesrned was to let things go. Il you throw
an interception or make a bad play, you
have to let it go

“That also comes from Coach Snyder’s
philosophy of ‘One At A Time." That comes
down to one game at a time, one quarter ot
u time and even one play at a time. [ cant
let one play hinder my performance
because the tenm relies on me to be the
cool-headed guy in the huddle.”

Plummer was among the four finalists
invited to New York City for the Heisman
Trophy presentation Dec. 14. The acclaim
18 nice for this Boise, ldaho, native

“I'm enjoying it, but it's a credit to my

LOOKING

from Norman, Okla., whoe was giving
Nebraska a first-place vole despite ASU's
aten mark and head-to-head win, he
There's another idiot out there, |

Ruess,”

* When asked about OSU couch John
Cooper's 1-6 bowl with e
Buckeyes, he repliea, "A few of the guys
on the team who are big sports fans may
know about that. | know about it through
my brothers and just from watching
pames

“He hasn't done very well in the big
games, That doesn't maotter. Anything
can happen

“Regardiess of whether he 15 a big
game coach or not, lie is going to have his
team ready to play. In these type of
pames, it's up ta the players to come out
and do the job.”
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